
M ND-NDECM
YK

WEDNESDAY

October 28, 2026

DELHI

CITY EDITION

20 Pages ₹ 12.00

www.thehindu.com

Printed at » Chennai » Coimbatore » Bengaluru » Hyderabad » Madurai » Noida » Visakhapatnam » Thiruvananthapuram » Kochi » Vijayawada » Mangaluru » Tiruchirapalli » Kolkata » Hubballi » Mohali » Malappuram » Mumbai » Lucknow » Cuttack » Patna

Vol. 16 � No. 255

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08
RNI No. UPENG/2012/49940

To subscribe, 
give a missed call at
9828331787 

or scan QR code

T
he Supreme Court
on Tuesday said it
will “examine eve-

rything” after a group of
petitioners sought to safe-
guard records concerning
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) exercise. 

The petitioners, includ-
ing Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, sought a
direction from the top
court to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to
either preserve or �le be-
fore the court the “com-
plete records and deci-
sions” concerning the
voter roll revision. 

The demand was made
by senior advocate Abhish-
ek Manu Singhvi, who re-
presents Mr. Gandhi along
with advocate S. Prasanna,

before a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant. “We will examine
everything,” Chief Justice
Kant responded to Mr.
Singhvi, listing the case for
mid-November. 

Petitioners’ demand
The rescheduling of the
case happened after senior
advocate Vikas Singh, ap-
pearing for lead petitioner
Rakesh Kumar Singh,
along with other petition-

ers like Shailendra Mani
Tripathi, sought time to
respond to an ECI a�davit
to their petitions �led on
Monday.

“The a�davit talks
about decisions, consulta-
tions, whether unanimous
decisions were taken, etc...
Whereas we have only an
innocuous, non-invasive
demand... To �le the re-
cords before Your Lord-
ships or pass a direction to
preserve the �les,” Mr.

Singhvi submitted.
The court separately is-

sued notice on a petition
�led by Mamata Trinamool
Congress leader Dola Sen,
represented by senior ad-
vocate Menaka Guruswa-
my, against the functioning
of the ECI and the “tam-
pering” of Form 6.

“They (ECI) issued a
press note that the Su-
preme Court judgment in
the Bihar SIR authorised
the tampering of Form 6...
Please see the audacity of
this institution, which is
justifying the tampering of
Form 6,” Ms. Guruswamy
submitted. She said the ECI
a�davit “accepts many of
the charges we are
making.”

Will ‘examine everything’
in SIR case, says top court
Petitioners demand safeguarding of ‘complete records and decisions’ by the ECI concerning voter

roll revision; court lists case for mid-November, issues notice on plea against tampering of Form 6 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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A whopping 99.32 lakh
names have been struck o�
from the electoral rolls in
Karnataka following the
special intensive revision
(SIR) exercise. The number
of voters in the �nal list pu-
blished on Tuesday came
down from 5,54,32,314 be-
fore the exercise began, to
4,55,00,011, including
44,322 Service electors.

The constituency-wise
electoral rolls can be ac-
cessed on the website of
the Karnataka Chief Electo-
ral O�cer (CEO).

At the draft stage, the
electorate had shrunk to
4.46 crore, with nearly 1.08
crore names deleted. The
�nal roll has seen a net ad-
dition of 8.19 lakh names
compared with the draft
roll. 

However, the net addi-
tions have barely o�set the
deletions, knocking
o� nearly a crore from the
pre-SIR electorate.

The net addition �gures
does not indicate how ma-
ny people who were
wrongly excluded have
managed to get back on the

rolls. Nor does the �gure
provide a separate break-
up of �rst-time voters ad-
ded during the SIR, mak-
ing it di�cult to ascertain
how many of those deleted
have been reinstated.
Those who applied for in-
clusion through Form 6
within the claims and ob-
jections period will have
their names included in
the �nal roll if their appli-
cations are accepted.
Those who applied after
the deadline will be includ-
ed in supplementary lists,
which will be published ev-
ery quarter after the SIR.  

Karnataka CEO V. Anbu
Kumar said that the popu-
lation-to-electors ratio
should ideally be between
60 and 70, and that of the
State stood at 66.11.

Over 99 lakh names deleted
from voter list in Karnataka 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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The o�ce of the Chief Elec-
toral O�cer (CEO) of Uttar
Pradesh, Navdeep Rinwa,
on Tuesday apologised ov-
er the “tone” and tenor of
social media posts made by
the poll body, following a
row over the acerbic na-
ture of the remarks, which
pertained to erroneous vo-
ter slip entries.

The controversy began
when Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MP Sanjay Singh
questioned Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over an erroneous
entry, where ‘Ramhit Ya-
dav’ became ‘Ram ne Ya-
dav ko maara’ (Ram hit Ya-
dav) in the voter list of the

recent Uttar Pradesh Legis-
lative Council election. 

“Gyanesh Kumar, why
did Ram hit only a Yadav?
Is your computer casteist?
Are you running the agen-
da of any political party?”
the MP said in a post on X.

The U.P. CEO’s o�ce at-
tributed the error to a tran-
slation software glitch.

In an acerbic response,
Mr. Rinwa’s o�ce cited

another instance of a simi-
lar error, where the name
of the father of a voter, Ravi
Sharma, was incorrectly
recorded as “Ram ne Shar-
ma ko maara”.

“A bizarre name, ‘Ram
ne Sharma ko maara’, has
appeared in the voter list
for the recent Legislative
Council elections. Compu-
ters/software are not cas-
teist. We admit that a mis-
take was made, but
fortunately for us, even
when the mistake oc-
curred, caste discrimina-
tion was not involved,” Mr.
Rinwa’s o�ce said.

This was followed by
another mocking remark
by Mr. Rinwa’s o�ce,
which said, “Thank God,
Ram did not kill a member

of a minority community.
Otherwise, we would have
been accused of being
communal as well.”

In response to this, the
AAP MP held a press confe-
rence in Lucknow on Mon-
day, alleging that Mr. Rin-
wa was responding like an
“agent of the BJP”. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Rinwa’s
o�ce issued an apology.
“The tone, language and
sharpness of the com-
ments in the quoted post
from this handle are not in
keeping with the kind of
communication expected
from an o�cial handle,”
the apology posted to X
read. “We sincerely apolo-
gise to those who have
been shocked and angered
by them.” 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

U.P. CEO’s o�ce apologises for ‘tone’, tenor
of social media posts over voter list errors

U.P. CEO Navdeep Rinwa

SC questions govt.
over policy for
medicine prices

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on

Tuesday said “economic

policy” could not take

precedence over citizens’ lives

as it questioned the Centre

over regulation of prices of

essential medicines. » Page 12
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�

Jamia stir enters
Day 16, Section
163 imposed

NEW DELHI

The Delhi police imposed

restrictions under Section 163

of the BNSS around the Jamia

Millia Islamia campus on

Tuesday amid an agitation

demanding the restoration of

the students’ union that

entered its 16th day. » Page 2

OPPORTUNITIES » PAGE 5
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D
elhi Police en-
forced Section 163
of the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
around the Jamia Millia Is-
lamia campus on Tuesday,
banning the assembly of
�ve or more persons.

The prohibitory order
comes amid a continuing
agitation demanding the
restoration of the students’
union. The protest entered
its 16th day, with students
refusing to call o� their stir
despite the university’s de-
cision to hold elections
within 15 days of the appro-
val of the students’ union
constitution. The students
have demanded a de�nite
date for the polls and a
clear timeline for approv-
ing the constitution.

The university gates
were heavily guarded by

police personnel on Tues-
day, with barricades erect-
ed carrying banners an-
nouncing the enforcement
of Section 163. Over 20 de-
tention buses, riot control
vehicles, and a water can-
non van were parked out-
side the campus.

Gate 4C, used by hostel
students for internal access
to the campus, was co-
vered with aluminium

sheets and welded togeth-
er. “We have enforced Sec-
tion 163 here as we expect
a huge gathering of protes-
ters. The university admi-
nistration suspects a law
and order situation could
arise in the area,” said Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Utkarsha.

According to the prot-
esting students, one of
them was issued a show-

cause notice for being pre-
sent on campus. They
claimed that a team of un-
iversity o�cials visited the
protest site during the day,
sought their identity cards
and departmental details,
following which the notice
was served.

Meanwhile, students
held talks with an adminis-
trative committee after
they were not able to meet
the Vice-Chancellor and
present their demands di-
rectly to him. “We are try-
ing to get them to agree to
all our demands,” said Ri-
binisha Kanneth, one of
the protesting students. 

Scu�e breaks out
In the evening, a scu�e al-
legedly broke out between
students and the police ov-
er doctors not being al-
lowed to enter the campus
for a health check-up of
those on hunger strike.

Section 163 enforced as
stir for student polls at
Jamia enters 16th day

Security personnel deployed outside Jamia Millia Islamia as Section

163 of the BNSS was enforced on Tuesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

20 detention buses deployed outside university; one of the gates used by hostellers to enter campus

welded; students hold talks with varsity panel after failing to meet V-C, say demands still unful�lled

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Faced with persistent traf-
�c congestion — ranging
from long queues on Na-
tional Highway 48 backing
up towards Gurugram to
snarls at Dhaula Kuan and
Mathura Road — Delhi Traf-
�c Police has proposed a
comprehensive rejig of
management in the New
Delhi Tra�c Range, with
the aim of reducing con-

gestion and travel time by
15-20% on major corridors.

According to a proposal
seen by The Hindu, the
New Delhi Tra�c Range is
likely to be expanded from
11 to 15 tra�c circles, with
jurisdictional boundaries
being redrawn so that the
same tra�c unit can man-
age both ends of key roads
and �yovers. The pro-
posed new circles include
Dhaula Kuan, Kartavya
Path, Jantar Mantar, and

Safdarjung Enclave.
The tra�c range, which

comprises New Delhi and
South West districts, faces
unique challenges — from
frequent VIP movements
and security restrictions
around government esta-
blishments to heavy air-
port-bound tra�c. 

The move is aimed at re-
solving situations where
tra�c entering a stretch
from one road falls under a
di�erent circle than the

road receiving it, which
complicates coordination
and hampers management
of tra�c �ow.

Critical junction
One of the key stretches
identi�ed in the proposal is
the Dhaula Kuan �yover, a
critical junction linking
NH-48, the Ring Road, Sar-
dar Patel Marg, and Vande
Mataram Marg. At present,
the �yover falls under the
South West tra�c district. 

Under the new plan, it is
proposed to be brought
under a dedicated Dhaula
Kuan circle. “Bringing the
relevant stretches under a
single tra�c unit will ena-
ble the tra�c inspector to
regulate �ow on both sides
rather than dealing with
congestion at one point in
isolation,” an o�cial said.

The proposal also calls
for augmenting manpower
from around 1,000 person-
nel to over 1,800. 

Tra�c Police proposes 4 new circles to cut travel time by 20% 
Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

Over 94% of the 33.14 lakh
names �agged for no map-
ping or logical discrepan-
cies in Delhi’s draft roll
have been cleared for inclu-
sion in the �nal roll, the
Chief Electoral O�cer
(CEO) said on Tuesday. 

Of the 33,14,032 cases,
31,26,576 (94.34%) have
been disposed of, the CEO
said. Meanwhile, 2,67,441
Form 6 applications seek-
ing inclusion in the roll
have been received, against
47.56 lakh electors exclud-
ed during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR). The dea-
dline for �ling claims and
objections is October 30.

SIR: 94% of
�agged names
cleared for
�nal poll roll

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Timings

DELHI

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28

RISE 06:30 SET 17:40

RISE 19:12 SET 08:47

THURSDAY, OCT. 29

RISE 06:31 SET 17:39

RISE 20:12 SET 09:57

FRIDAY, OCT. 30

RISE 06:31 SET 17:38

RISE 21:19 SET 11:02

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday sought the
Centre’s response to a plea
seeking protection of the
Race Course mosque, lo-
cated on the Jaipur Polo
Ground premises, from de-
molition. The Centre had
taken over the Jaipur Polo
Ground in June.

Justice Anish Dayal is-
sued a notice and asked
the Centre’s counsel to re-
turn with instructions on
Thursday. The counsel said
no demolition was under
way, but water and power
supply to the mosque had
been disconnected during
razing of other structures. 

The Delhi Waqf Board
said the mosque is a Grade
II protected structure. 

Centre’s reply sought on plea
against demolition of mosque

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

One in three names re-
moved from Delhi’s draft
electoral roll and covered
in a door-to-door public
audit across four polling
booths in the Trilokpuri
constituency, including
two booths of Indira
Camp, was “wrongly cate-
gorised” as absent, shifted,
dead or duplicate (ASDD),
a survey by civil society or-
ganisations has found.

Of the 1,236 audited de-
letions, 416 people were
found living at their regis-
tered addresses. Only 87 of
them had �lled Form 6
seeking inclusion of their
names in the rolls, the au-
dit found. Out of 1.23 lakh
electors on the Trilokpuri
draft roll, 61,998 names
were removed under the
ASDD categories, it found.

The �ndings were
shared at a public hearing
organised on Tuesday by
civil society groups, includ-
ing Jan Sarokar, Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan,
National Federation of In-
dependent Women, and
Voter Adhikar Manch.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-

hul Gandhi, who attended
the hearing, said, “This pu-
blic audit has shown 416
wrongly deleted voters in
just four booths, but peo-
ple all over the country are
now able to see through
this farce.” He also alleged
that the special intensive
revision (SIR) was depriv-
ing ordinary citizens of
their right to vote.

‘Dead’ found alive
A voter facilitation camp
was also organised at the
hearing where daily wage
workers and women ar-
rived with their docu-
ments. Many of them were
unaware that their names
had been deleted from the

draft roll. The audit re-
vealed that 55% of those
marked ‘absent’ were liv-
ing at their registered ad-
dresses while three of the
102 people categorised as
‘dead’ were found alive.

Among them was Vijen-
der, 67. His wife, Kamlesh,

whose name remained on
the roll, was furious. “I
want to ask the Booth Le-
vel O�cer (BLO) what rush
he was in to declare him
dead,” she said.

Nearby, Pinki sat with a
Form 6. The names of �ve
family members, including
her mother-in-law Anita,
who has voted for 50
years, had been deleted.
“How are they cutting
votes like this?” she said.

‘Reveri�cation on’
An Assistant Electoral Re-
gistration O�cer present at
the hearing said reveri�ca-
tion was on. However, resi-
dents said they were yet to
hear from their BLOs. The
facilitation camp assisted
280 families to �ll forms.

Elderly residents Chan-
drawati, 72, and Ramji Lal,
78, were shocked to �nd
their names missing after
�ve decades of voting. “We
live alone and survive on a
₹2,000 pension. No BLO
came to our house,” Ms.
Chandrawati said.

With the deadline for �l-
ing claims and objections
ending on October 30, civil
society groups have de-
manded that it be extend-
ed by a month. 

1 in 3 of 1,236 deletions in Trilokpuri
roll ‘wrongly removed’, reveals audit
Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

Residents queuing up at a voter facilitation camp organised by civil

society groups in Trilokpuri constituency on Tuesday. SURUCHI KUMARI

This public audit has
shown 416 wrongly
deleted voters in just
four booths, but people
all over the country
are now able to see
through this farce

RAHUL GANDHI
LoP in the Lok Sabha

AUTOMOTIVE
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday refused to stay the
investigation in a case �led
against a woman journalist
for allegedly making cas-
teist remarks against a pol-
ice o�cer during a protest
near Jantar Mantar earlier
this month.

Justice Mini Pushkarna
said the court was not re-
jecting the interim prayer at
this stage and it was also
not passing any order on it.

The court issued notice
to Delhi Police and Assis-
tant Commissioner of Pol-
ice (ACP) Vivek Bhagat, the
complainant in the case, on
the journalist’s petition
seeking quashing of the
FIR, and asked them to �le
their replies before Novem-
ber 16, the next date of
hearing.

“Unless and until I have
their (police) stand, I can’t
stay the investigation. I will
hear it on merits once I
have their reply. The inves-
tigation will continue,” the
judge said. “The matter
needs consideration; list for
�nal hearing on November
16,” the judge added.

The High Court also
passed a similar order on
another plea by a male col-
league of the woman jour-
nalist seeking quashing of
the FIR registered against
him. Earlier, the woman
journalist had �led a sexual
assault complaint against
ACP Bhagat and it is being
investigated by the Delhi
Police Crime Branch.

During the hearing on
Tuesday, the scribe’s coun-
sel said the FIR by the ACP
was lodged only to intimi-
date her into not pursuing
the complaint against him.

HC refuses to
stay probe
against scribe
in SC/ST Act 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

T
he Madhya Pradesh
government on
Tuesday an-

nounced a major bureau-
cratic reshu�e involving
nine IAS and IPS o�cers,
transferring the Dewas Col-
lector and Superintendent
of Police (SP) amid allega-
tions that at least 13 people
had died after consuming
spurious liquor in villages
in the district.

According to the govern-
ment order, Balaghat SP
Aditya Mishra will take ov-
er as Dewas SP, replacing
Punit Gehlot, who has
been transferred to the Pol-
ice Headquarters in Bho-
pal. Neha Meena, former
Seoni Collector, has been
appointed Dewas Collec-
tor, replacing Ritu Raj, who
has been posted as deputy
secretary in General Admi-

nistration Department.
The reshu�e also saw

the transfer of Sagar Col-
lector Pratibha Pal and SP
Anurag Sujania, who were
in charge when a hooch
tragedy claimed more than
25 lives in September.

Residents of Chandana
and Binjana villages in De-
was have alleged at least 13
liquor-related deaths with-
in a month, even as the
authorities have denied

that a hooch tragedy has
occurred in the district. On
Monday, the police arrest-
ed 10 people for allegedly
selling illicit liquor in the
area. 

The district administra-
tion said liquor samples
collected from the area did
not contain any poisonous
substances.

“We are awaiting foren-
sic reports on two de-
ceased persons whose vis-

cera samples were sent for
further examination to
con�rm the causes of their
deaths. Test reports on illi-
cit liquor seized from the
area are also awaited,” Mr.
Gehlot said on Monday.

Cong. continues attack
Meanwhile, the Congress,
which has accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment of “shielding”
the liquor ma�a in the
State, stepped up its attack
on Tuesday. State unit pre-
sident Jitu Patwari wrote to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah seeking the Centre’s
intervention in the func-
tioning of the State govern-
ment. 

Mr. Patwari also staged a
sit-in at the Dewas Collec-
tor’s o�ce on Tuesday,
along with party workers
and a�ected families, de-
scribing the deaths as “in-
stitutional killings”.

M.P. govt. transfers o�cers amid
‘deaths’ linked to illicit liquor

Families of the deceased staging a protest with Congress leaders

outside the Dewas Collectorate on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Aditya Mishra to take over as Dewas SP, Neha Meena named Collector after villagers allege 13

deaths in the district this month; Cong. continues stir over the issue, State chief writes to Shah

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

Facing women-led protests
over opening of liquor
shops, the Lieutenant Go-
vernor-led administration
on Tuesday agreed to dis-
cuss declaring Ladakh a
dry Union Territory (U.T.),
saying the matter requires
“careful deliberation and
consultation with all stake-
holders concerned”.

“The demand is a signif-
icant matter that requires
careful deliberation and
consultation with all stake-
holders, which all agreed
to,” said Ladakh Chief Se-

cretary Ashish Kundra.
The administration held

a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the All La-
dakh Gompa Association,
Ladakh Buddhist Associa-
tion, the Anjuman Imamia-
Leh and the All Ladakh

Tour Operators Associa-
tion. It came in the wake of
local women in Leh hold-
ing a sit-in for the past six
days. They raised slogans,
carried placards saying
‘Don’t trade public health
for government revenue’,

and demanded that the
“liberal liquor policy” be
rolled back.

On May 31 this year, the
L-G administration intro-
duced a new liquor licence
policy and decided to in-
crease retail outlets from
two to 20 and extend sales
to remote pockets such as
Nubra, Changthang, Sham,
and Zanskar, the region
frequented by tourists
from across the country.
The new excise policy al-
lowed consumption of li-
quor within hotel rooms,
simpli�ed licensing proce-
dures by reducing required
documents from 16 to 6,

and removed the require-
ment for district adminis-
tration approval for
licences.

Mr. Kundra said the
meeting with the civil so-
ciety groups “underscored
the need for continued en-
gagement and dialogue to-
wards a balanced and in-
formed consideration of
the issue”. 

Meanwhile, an o�cial
spokesman said the repre-
sentatives of Ladakh
groups were informed that
the 2026-27 excise policy
has been rolled back and
the 2025-26 policy is now
in force.

Women force administration to discuss Ladakh as a ‘dry’ U.T.
Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Women sitting on a protest in Ladakh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Assam police on Tues-
day formed a six-member
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the killing of
�ve persons, including two
women, at a Guwahati ho-
tel on Monday night. An-
kur Jain, Guwahati’s Joint
Commissioner of Police,
will head the SIT.

Ghanakanta Gogoi, who
allegedly shot them dead,
was arrested an hour after
the incident. The police
said a dispute over the
lease and management of
the hotel led to the killings.

In a statement, the pol-
ice said information was
received regarding multi-
ple gunshots being �red in-
side a hotel in the city’s
Ulubari area at 9 p.m. The
police found four persons
dead in the hotel reception
area, while two others
were found injured on the
approach road. 

SIT to probe
Guwahati
hotel killing;
accused held

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The son of an Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) sarpanch was
shot dead by unidenti�ed
assailants outside a gurdwa-
ra in Chite Kalan village in
Punjab’s Amritsar district
on Monday night, the pol-
ice said. The deceased was
identi�ed as Tirath Singh,
son of woman sarpanch Pa-
ramjit Kaur. His brother Ka-
raj Singh alleged that the at-
tack happened because the
family often spoke out

against drug peddlers.
The Opposition parties

criticised the government
over the incident.

Shiromani Akali Dal se-
nior leader Bikram Singh
Majithia, in a post on X,
said, “Daily killings in Pun-
jab, widowed women. Who
will answer, Guru Dokhi

Bhagwant?” Leader of the
Opposition and senior Con-
gress leader Partap Singh
Bajwa said murder inci-
dents had become a daily
thing under the Mann
government.

AAP sarpanch’s son
shot dead in Amritsar;
Oppn. targets govt. 
Press Trust of India
AMRITSAR
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A
23-year-old man ar-
rested for the al-
leged rape and mur-

der of a Class 11 student was
shot dead in a “police en-
counter” in West Bengal’s
Bongaon police district in
the early hours of Tuesday,
o�cials said. This is the se-
cond such incident in the
State in the last three
months since the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment came to power in May
this year.

The accused, Prahlad
Das, allegedly snatched a
police o�cer’s service re-
volver during the recon-
struction of the crime
scene in Bongaon between
3 a.m. and 3.30 a.m., �red
at police personnel and
jumped into a pond in an
attempt to escape, accord-
ing to police sources.

The police opened �re in
self-defence, the sources
added. Das was rushed to a
local hospital, where he
was declared dead.

The accused’s death
came two days after the 17-
year-old girl’s body was

found behind her neigh-
bour’s house on Sunday, a
day after she went missing
from her home. Das was ar-
rested the same day, and a
court sent him to 10 days of
police custody. A Special In-
vestigation Team was
formed to investigate the
case. 

Additional police per-
sonnel were deployed in
the area after local resi-
dents started protesting
against the incident, lead-
ing to tension in the neigh-
bourhood. Forensic teams
visited the encounter site
later on Tuesday to collect

samples. The victim’s fath-
er said, “It is good that the
police encountered him.
But will this bring back my
daughter?” 

On July 8, a similar en-
counter took place in Barui-
pur, South 24 Parganas dis-
trict, when police took
Prabhas Mondal, the prime
accused in the rape and
murder of a minor girl, to
reconstruct the crime
scene.

BJP State president Sa-
mik Bhattacharya said the
deaths of two rape-murder
accused in alleged gun�ghts
with the police in two dis-

tricts cannot be called “en-
counters”. “In many situa-
tions, police may have to
open �re, especially when
they are attacked,” he said.

Oppn. attacks govt.
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) State secretary
Mohammad Salim criti-
cised the government, say-
ing instead of relying on the
rule of law, people are tak-
ing the law into their own
hands. On Monday, the Ma-
mata All India Trinamool
Congress raised concerns
over women’s safety in the
State. 

Rape-murder accused shot 
dead in Bengal; second ‘police 
encounter’ in three months

On July 8, a similar ‘encounter’ took place in Baruipur when the police took the prime accused in a rape

and murder case to reconstruct the crime scene. FILE PHOTO

Police say they opened �re in self-defence after accused ‘snatched’ an o�cer’s service revolver and �red 

at them; death of two accused in two separate incidents cannot be called ‘encounters’: State BJP chief 

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on Tuesday approved
the establishment of a robotics and arti�cial
intelligence (AI) park in Greater Noida spread over
69.52 acres, estimated to generate more than 1
lakh jobs and add ₹2,000 crore annually to the
State's economy. “In a step towards establishing
Uttar Pradesh as a leading hub for advanced
technology, industrial innovation and robotics
manufacturing, the Cabinet, chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, on Tuesday approved a
proposal to set up the PRAGATI (Platform for
Robotics and AI Growth Through Technology and
Innovation) Park,” read an o�cial statement.

U.P. approves robotics park
and AI hub in Greater Noida

INBRIEF
�

Prohibitory orders restricting the assembly of
people have been imposed till October 29 in
certain parts of Nahan town in Himachal
Pradesh’s Sirmaur district, where a dispute
between two communities had turned violent,
o�cials said on Tuesday. District Magistrate,
Sirmaur, Priyanka Verma, imposed the orders late
Monday night following reports that people
belonging to the Sikh and Valmiki communities
from Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, and Punjab are
expected to arrive at the Valmiki Chowk to hold a
protest in favour of their communities. On Friday,
a dispute arose between two groups over the
installation of a ‘welcome gate’ by the Sikhs. PTI

Prohibitory orders imposed
in Himachal’s Nahan town

In a coordinated escape at-
tempt, 17 remand prisoners
broke out of the Thekkam-
patti sub-jail near Andipatti
in Theni district of Tamil
Nadu around 11 p.m. on
Monday after attacking pri-
son warders. As of 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, 13 of them
were apprehended by spe-
cial police teams.

Following the incident,
the district police sounded
an alert and deployed a
large number of police per-
sonnel at checkpoints
across Tamil Nadu and on
borders with Keralam.

Inspector General of Pol-
ice (South Zone) Vijayendra
Bidari rushed to the spot
and held an inquiry with
Theni Superintendent of
Police Praveen Gowtham
and others. As many as 17
special teams were formed
and plainclothesmen had
been deployed to di�erent
locations since 3 a.m. 

The police conducted
search operations with
three high-de�nition
drones in the forest areas of
the district.

Preliminary inquiries re-
vealed that on Monday
night, 17 accused, who were
all remand prisoners aged
20-25 years, escaped after

assaulting the jail sta�ers,
who opened the gates of
the cell following claims
that an inmate was having
epileptic �ts. Soon, all the
inmates walked towards
the main gate in small
groups. At the main gate,
they assaulted the armed
guard, took the gate keys,
and �ed. With the terrain
around the jail being moun-
tainous, the prisoners es-
caped deep into the forests.

A police o�cer monitor-
ing the combing operation
in Theni said within a few
hours, they secured one of
the escapees from a forest
area. In the next few hours,
three others were nabbed.
The �fth person to be
caught was a person with
disabilities. Eight other es-
capees were secured in the
evening.

T.N. jailbreak: 17 
prisoners escape; 
13 of them caught

A police team searching for

prisoners who escaped from

the Thekkampatti sub-jail on

Tuesday. G. KARTHIKEYAN 

L. Srikrishna
THENI

Arunachal Pradesh Minis-
ter Ojing Tasing on Tues-
day held discussions with a
delegation of the East Siang
Downstream Dam A�ected
People’s Forum (ESDDAPF)
on the concerns surround-
ing the proposed Siang Up-
per Multipurpose Project
(SUMP).

The forum was led by its
president Oni Tamuk and
general secretary Jobom-
chang Mengu, and repre-
sents communities span-
ning 72 villages that could
be a�ected by the project.

In a post on X, Mr. Tas-
ing, the Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Minis-
ter, said the interaction
provided a platform to dis-
cuss the project and its pre-
feasibility report (PFR), ad-
dress apprehensions and
clarify misconceptions
about its potential implica-
tions for downstream com-

munities in East Siang dis-
trict. Emphasising the need
to balance national priori-
ties with local interests, Mr.
Tasing, who represents the
Pangin Assembly consti-
tuency in Siang district,
said a project of such signif-
icance must advance with
the trust and con�dence of
the people.

The proposed project is
a hydropower and water-
storage initiative, with a
planned capacity of around
11,200 MW. The project is

being examined for its po-
tential to strengthen India’s
energy and water security,
and facilitate �ood modera-
tion. Its strategic signi�-
cance has also been linked
to concerns over possible
upstream interventions in
the Brahmaputra basin. 

The project, however,
has generated concerns ov-
er its potential social and
environmental conse-
quences, including the im-
plications for downstream
communities.

Arunachal Minister holds talks
with ‘dam-a�ected’ people amid
concerns over Siang project
Press Trust of India
ITANAGAR

A drone view showing Adi community settlements believed to be at

risk of submersion if the proposed 11,500-MW Siang Upper

Multipurpose Dam project is completed in Siang district. REUTERS

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday quashed a crimi-
nal case registered against
a 20-year-old engineering
student for reposting a
controversial comment on
‘Operation Sindoor’, ob-
serving that the post was
an isolated act followed by
voluntary deletion and
remorse.

A chance is required to
be given in such cases, a
single Bench of Justice Mi-
lind Jadhav said, noting
that the student has alrea-
dy su�ered custody. “That
in itself for a young student
is a scar which cannot be
erased easily,” Justice Jad-
hav said. 

The female student
from a private college in
Pune was arrested on May
9, 2025, over the Instagram
repost related to India-Pa-
kistan tensions following
Operation Sindoor. 

HC quashes
FIR against
Pune student
for digital post 

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

In the high-stakes arena of
Uttar Pradesh elections,
the line between social re-
presentation and competi-
tive polarisation is razor-
thin. Samajwadi Party (SP)
spokesperson Rajkumar
Bhati discovered it last
week when he faced trolls
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and a repri-
mand from the party’s top
leadership after participat-
ing in a Buddhist Dhamma
Diksha ceremony in Delhi.

During the annual cere-
mony, Mr. Bhati, a promi-
nent OBC leader of SP in
western U.P., participated
in the mass recitation of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar’s 22 vows.
The viral video recorded
him explicitly repeating
the controversial opening
segments of the pledge,

which include the state-
ments: “I will not consider
Brahma, Vishnu, and Ma-
hesh as gods, nor will I
worship them. I will not
consider Rama and Krish-
na as gods, nor will I wor-
ship them.” He was also
�lmed repeating the vow
to refuse any religious ri-
tuals performed by Brah-
min priests.

The 22 vows, which Am-
bedkar took with his fol-
lowers on October 14, 1956,
stem from his formulation
of Navayana Buddhism. He
drafted the vows as an ex-
plicit checklist to guaran-
tee a complete, irreversible
psychological break from
the Hindu social order.

A Gurjar by birth, Mr.
Bhati organised a massive
rally for party president
Akhilesh Yadav in March
this year. His Dalit push
seemed in line with the
party’s Lohiate policy of
numerical aggregation, un-

iting everyone outside the
so-called upper-caste hege-
mony to capture state pow-
er. Ram Manohar Lohia’s
“Socialisto ne bandhi
ganth, pichhde paavein sau
mein saat”, referring to
roughly 40% OBC and 20%

SC vote in the State, still
echoes in the air. He also
put forward the idea of ro-
ti-beti for intermingling of
castes. SP founder Mu-
layam Singh Yadav put the
slogan into action by join-
ing hands with Bahujan Sa-

maj Party founder Kanshi
Ram in 1993, captured by
the popular slogan, ‘Mile
Mulayam-Kanshi Ram, ha-
wa mein ud gaye Jai Shri
Ram’ – but the caste bar-
riers remained. Now Mr.
Akhilesh seeks to revive
Lohia’s logic through his
comprehensive PDA
(Pichhda, Dalit, Alpsank-
hyak) formula.

Ambedkar’s 22 vows
However, his uncles, Ram
Gopal Yadav and Shivpal
Yadav, reacted to Mr. Bha-
ti’s overtures, reviving Am-
bedkar’s fears about nu-
merical aggregation. While
Mr. Ram Gopal threatened
to strip Mr. Bhati of his post
in the party, Mr. Shivpal
said, “Hum Ishwarwadi
hain.” Political observers
feel the Yadav leadership
can’t separate its cultural
ties to Lord Krishna. A Shi-
va temple has come up in
the Yadav stronghold of

Saifai, whose trust is head-
ed by Mr. Akhilesh.

Facing an FIR, Mr. Bhati
clari�ed that he repeated
the words out of respect
for the organisers and Am-
bedkar, without intending
to change his religion. But
he also underlined that
Ambedkarites would un-
derstand the spirit of his
stance and respond to his
right-wing trolls.

The Bhati episode mir-
rors previous political
�ashpoints, demonstrating
that while mainstream par-
ties actively engage in com-
petitive adulation of Am-
bedkar, their leadership
quickly distances itself the
moment a politician expli-
citly recites the radical, an-
ti-scriptural elements of
his 22 vows.

In 2022, Rajendra Pal
Gautam, a prominent Dalit
leader and senior Minister
in Arvind Kejriwal’s Delhi
Cabinet, took the same

vows at the same event and
faced similar pressure
from the BJP and its pari-
var ahead of Gujarat polls.
Mr. Gautam resigned and
subsequently joined the
Congress in 2024. Today,
he is the All India Congress
Committee in-charge for
U.P. and is seen as the cen-
tral leadership’s eyes and
ears.

Whether Mr. Bhati is on
a similar trajectory and
sees a space in an idea-
rich, cadre-thin Congress if
SP gives in, only time will
tell. Rumblings in the IN-
DIA bloc suggest the SP lea-
dership wants Congress to
bring in a share of the ma-
ture Dalit vote. 

When Ajay Rai was re-
placed and the State Con-
gress presidency was split
between Mona Misra and
Imran Masood, a senior SP
insider told this journalist
that if the Congress really
wants to turn the clock

back, instead of focusing
on Brahmins and Muslims,
it should try to win back
40-plus Dalit voters from
Mayawati’s hold. “The rest
we will manage,” he said.
This is the voter Mr. Bhati
was addressing.

Vote bank in sight
For now, Mr. Akhilesh,
who has often cited an inci-
dent where a temple was
cleaned with ‘Ganga jal’ af-
ter his visit, hasn’t taken a
stance on Mr. Bhati’s vows.
Political observers feel the
BJP seeks to appropriate
Ambedkar the same way
Brahminical scholars ap-
propriated Gautam Budd-
ha as part of the Hindu
pantheon, but the Hindut-
va ecosystem doesn’t want
to extend reservation be-
ne�ts to those who openly
negate the presence of
Brahma, Vishnu, and Ma-
hesh, and herein the Op-
position sees a vote bank.

A Delhi event unveils fault lines in the Dalit-OBC formulation of Samajwadi Party politics

Anuj Kumar
GHAZIABAD

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav paying tribute to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on his

birth anniversary, in Lucknow on April 14 this year. ANI 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Delhi Police has registered
around 40 FIRs in connec-
tion with the protests
against the special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in the national capital
since October 10, with
teams analysing CCTV foot-
age to identify those in-
volved in the demonstra-
tions, o�cials told The
Hindu.

The cases have been re-
gistered under various
charges, including violation
of prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), vandalism and ob-
struction of public ser-
vants, among others. While
the accused have not yet
been named in these FIRs,
the police are working to
identify the protesters and
those who “mobilised”
them, o�cials said.

Police teams are examin-
ing CCTV footage as part of
the probe, and action will
be initiated against those

identi�ed, o�cials said.
The FIRs were registered

as protests continued over
several days following a call
by various youth out�ts, in-
cluding the Cockroach Jan-
ta Party (CJP), on October
10, demanding the rollback
of the SIR and the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Demonstrations by student
groups, youth organisa-
tions and women’s organi-
sations followed, along
with a rally by the INDIA
bloc on October 12.

O�cials said the police

had been detaining protes-
ters and registering cases
on a daily basis for alleged
violations during the de-
monstrations. Timely regis-
tration of FIRs was neces-
sary to document the
alleged o�ences and avoid
delays that could be di�-
cult to justify during court
proceedings.

‘Car with sticks’
The police have also regis-
tered an FIR and arrested
four occupants of a car al-
legedly seen carrying woo-
den sticks and batons near

Connaught Place on Octob-
er 11. The Uttar Pradesh-re-
gistered vehicle has been
seized and remains in pol-
ice custody.

The car triggered contro-
versy after it was spotted
near the protest site with a
large number of wooden
sticks inside. Journalists
and protesters raised con-
cerns about the vehicle, but
police personnel initially al-
lowed it to leave the area.
The occupants were later
seen near the demonstra-
tions brandishing sticks
and confronting protesters.

After videos of the inci-
dent circulated widely on
social media, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(New Delhi) said on X that
the vehicle had been taken
to a police station for veri�-
cation and that a search
had found “nothing illegal
or objectionable”.

The occupants were also
found to have no criminal
records, the police said.
However, they have now
registered an FIR and ar-
rested the four occupants. 

40 FIRs over anti-SIR protests in Delhi; police 
scan CCTV footage to identify demonstrators
Lavpreet Kaur 
NEW DELHI

New Delhi: 11/10/2026: Police personnel detain activists of various

Police personnel detaining a protester demanding the resignation of

CEC Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi on Oct. 11. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
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The ruling Congress could
be staring at an embarrass-
ing loss in the Karnataka
Legislative Council elec-
tions where the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
has won in two seats and is
leading in the other two
where counting was still
under way at the time of
going to press.

The biggest upset for
the Congress came from
the Bengaluru Teachers’
constituency where �ve-
time MLC and former De-
puty Chairman Puttanna
lost to NDA candidate A.P.
Ranganath [of the JD(S)] by
908 votes.

“This election is a pre-
cursor to a new sunrise.
My warm wishes to those
who rejected the arro-
gance of power and mo-
ney. This is an indication
for the 2028 elections,” Un-
ion Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said on X. 

BJP’s Shashil Namoshi
will enter the Legislative
Council for his �fth term
after defeating Congress
candidate Sharanappa
Mattur by 3,297 votes in
the North-East Teachers’
Constituency. At the time
of going to press, BJP can-
didate and sitting member
S.V. Sankanur was leading
against his Congress rival
Mohan Limbikaiby a mar-
gin of 3,529 votes in Karna-
taka West Graduates’ Con-
stituency. In Karnataka
South East Graduates’ Con-
stituency, BJP candidate
K.M. Suresha was leading
against Congress candidate
Shashi Hulkuntemutt.

NDA bags 2
seats in
Karnataka
MLC polls

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/ HUBBALLI/

KALABURGI

Leader of the Opposition
in Keralam Assembly Pina-
rayi Vijayan has said the
Opposition will demand a
discussion in the Assembly
on former Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath Arlekar’s
“unilateral” recommenda-
tion to remove the Kerala
Public Service Commission
(PSC) chairperson and
members. 

The CPI(M) veteran cit-
ed reports which claimed
that the recommendation
had been made to the Pre-
sident for the �rst time in
the State’s history. 

The Governor had alleg-
edly exercised excessive

powers even before the re-
port of the investigation
announced by the State go-
vernment into the PSC’s
functioning had been com-
pleted. The ongoing Crime
Branch probe has not
found any lapses on the
part of the PSC chairper-
son or members thus far,
he said in a statement. 

According to Mr. Vi-
jayan, the Governor could
take decisions relating to
administration only in ac-
cordance with the aid and
advice of the Council of Mi-
nisters under Article 163 of
the Constitution. Under
such circumstances, the
former Governor’s action
was “unusual and uncon-
stitutional”, he said.

Referring to Article 316,
the Opposition leader stat-
ed that PSC members have
a tenure of six years. Their
removal required com-
pliance with the procedure
prescribed under Article
317. According to him, the
President could take a de-
cision on their removal on-
ly after an inquiry by the

Supreme Court and the
submission of its report.

Mr. Vijayan urged the
government not to accept
the action, and cautioned
against supporting the pur-
ported legal violations be-
ing done by the BJP-led
Centre through Governors.

‘Probe progressing’
Meanwhile, the State has
informed the High Court
the investigation was “vi-
gorously” progressing into
the alleged irregularities in
the Planning Board exam
conducted by the KPSC.

Justice A. Badharudeen
granted time to the de fac-
to complainant, V.S. Jaya-
lal, to �le his objections in
the case. It apprised the

court the commission had
suspended two persons in
connection with the al-
leged irregularities. The
State sought to know how
the commission could seek
to quash the FIR registered
in the case, if it was taking
action on the allegations. 

The allegations arose
from the evaluation pro-
cess of an exam for the ap-
pointment of Chief (Indus-
try and Infrastructure
Division) in the Kerala
State Planning Board.

The KPSC had ap-
proached the court seek-
ing to quash the sanction
granted by the government
to prosecute commission’s
employees and the FIR re-
gistered in connection.

Keralam Oppn. upset over Arlekar’s KPSC move 
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 

The special investigation
team (SIT) probe into the
road rage incident involv-
ing female biker Shivani
Chauhan has found that ac-
cused Kalyan Baisla delib-
erately rammed his car in-
to her motorcycle after
misbehaving with her and
all charges in the FIR, in-
cluding attempt to murder,
are likely to be retained in
the chargesheet, police
said on Tuesday.

The incident, captured
on a helmet-mounted cam-
era worn by Ms. Chauhan
as well as on a camera be-
longing to a fellow biker,
took place on September
13 and sparked outrage af-
ter she shared the video on
social media.

Ms. Chauhan alias Siya
was travelling with her
friends from Golf Course
Road towards Extension
Road when the accused in
a white car allegedly fol-
lowed them, made ob-
scene gestures, and then
rammed his vehicle into
her motorcycle from the
side before �eeing. The im-
pact knocked her o� and
sent her skidding on the
road. There were four per-
sons in the car. Mr. Baisla
and his cousin Lavnish
were in the front.

Following his arrest, Mr.
Baisla had admitted the
collision was his fault but
denied hitting her deliber-
ately, claiming he “lost
control near a U-turn”. Ho-
wever, the SIT report has
concluded “this was not an

accident, but a calculated,
intentional act”, a senior
police o�cer said.

The probe revealed that
Mr. Baisla had “deliberate-
ly rammed his vehicle into
the female biker’s motorcy-
cle following an act of mis-
behaviour”, the o�cer
said.

The �ve-member SIT,
led by ACP (Crimes Against
Women) Sushila, recently
submitted its report to the
Police Commissioner.

“The SIT has prepared a
draft of the chargesheet. It
will be �led in court within
a week, in accordance with
the sections of law applied
in the FIR,” said Ms.
Sushila.

Following Ms. Chau-
han’s complaint, the Guru-
gram police �led an FIR
under sections 78 (physical
and digital stalking), 79
(use any word, sound, ges-
ture, object, or intrusion of
privacy with the intent to
insult the modesty of a wo-
man), and 109 (attempt to
murder) and 3(5) (common
intention) of the BNS.

‘Intentional act’ by
accused: SIT report
on woman biker
incident in Gurugram

The incident was captured on 

a helmet-mounted camera

worn by the woman and on a

camera belonging to a fellow

biker. FILE PHOTO

Press Trust of India
GURUGRAM
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O
peration Trident, a multi-agency crack-
down on an international syndicate op-
erating across the India-Myanmar-Ban-

gladesh corridor, marks a signi�cant step-up in
the government’s campaign against drug tra�ck-
ing. The Union Home Minister, Amit Shah, has
set December 31, 2029, as the deadline to eradi-
cate drug networks across the country. The Oc-
tober 23 raids, which led to 18 people being ar-
rested, were based on NCB investigations
following the arrest of an alleged Myanmar-based
kingpin in Delhi this May. However, the disman-
tling of the entire network would require identi�-
cation of all suppliers in Myanmar and their suc-
cessful prosecution. The government’s strategy,
involving States and Union Territories, over 40
Ministries, central agencies and the pharmaceut-
ical sector, is outlined in the Vision Document on
Drug Control (2026-2029), launched by Mr. Shah
at the Narco-Coordination Centre meeting on
June 26, 2026. It envisages dismantling 100 major
cartels and improving prosecution outcomes.
The broad strategy re�ects the complexity of the
problem and signals a more focused approach.
Data for 2025 also show an increase of over 50%
in arrests and a nearly 53% rise in cases regis-
tered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act compared with 2024.

However, the government’s action-plan will
depend on consistent implementation and e�-
cient coordination among agencies, and striking
at the real brains behind it all. In several cases, fo-
reign-based key operatives still remain at large
and big sharks often do not fall in the net. The
2021 Mundra port case in Gujarat, involving the
seizure of about 3,000 kg of heroin, is a case in
point wherein the principal Afghanistan-based
suppliers have yet to be brought to book. Also,
the quantity of drugs seized does not, by itself, in-
dicate whether drug availability or consumption
has declined. Punjab remains a prominent exam-
ple of the continuing public health challenges as-
sociated with drug abuse. The alleged drug-relat-
ed killings of anti-drug activists in Mansa and
Gurdaspur, along with the alleged death by sui-
cide of a father in Sangrur who had raised con-
cerns about the easy availability of synthetic
drugs in his locality, underscore the human cost
of the problem. These incidents also raise ques-
tions about the protection of those who speak out
against drug tra�cking and networks. These con-
cerns lend urgency to the objective of disman-
tling entire networks and apprehending the “big
sharks”, rather than concentrating dispropor-
tionately on individual carriers. The key is to
identify the ultimate bene�ciaries by meticulous-
ly following the money trail and ensuring their
conviction.

Small �sh
While carriers of narcotics are caught in

the net, big sharks operate freely

T
he Supreme Court has pulled up, once
again, the Rajasthan government over in-
dustrial e�uents �owing into the Jojari

river and the deadly risk it poses for the people
depending on it. The problem is decades old —
public interest litigation in the Rajasthan High
Court alerted State machinery to the problem in
2011 — indicating an oversight by the State bor-
dering on the systematic. The Jojari, the Luni,
and the Bandi are seasonal rivers in the State’s
arid western region, �owing through Jodhpur,
Balotra, and Pali districts. This region has also
evolved as a textile-dyeing and steelworking hub,
and untreated or insu�ciently treated e�uents
from these factories have run directly into the riv-
ers and soil, endangering the health of around 20
lakh local residents. The region also su�ers ram-
pant illegal sand mining in riverbeds. The sewage
treatment plants have been able to accommodate
only around half of the sewage generated in the
three urban centres, according to the State’s sub-
missions to the Court in 2025, even as the Court
recorded substantial underutilisation at common
e�uent treatment plants. The combination is
suggestive of industrial sources bypassing treat-
ment facilities, poor connections between the
sources and the facilities, and/or insu�cient ca-
pacity at particular sites or in speci�c periods.

The Court initiated a suo motu writ petition in
2025 and constituted a High-level Ecosystem
Oversight Committee chaired by Justice Sangeet
Lodha to audit the plants and draft a plan to res-
tore the rivers. Based on the committee’s scath-
ing status reports, Justices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta banned construction within 100
metres of the rivers’ edges and hazardous indus-
tries within 500 m of the present path, or of the
�ood lines where available. The Court has also
upbraided local authorities for failing to enforce
pollution norms by citing the Court’s own stay of
a 2022 National Green Tribunal order imposing a
compensation on the Rajasthan State Industrial
Development and Investment Corporation and
the local administration in Jodhpur and Barmer.
The State regulatory apparatus has been dysfunc-
tional: o�cials were aware of illegal mining oper-
ations in some areas, yet they regularised leases
in those areas. Given the dereliction in play, the
Court is correct to treat the possibility of collu-
sion between State o�cials and industrial ma�as
seriously. Justice Mehta’s observation that the
State could be held liable under the ‘polluter
pays’ principle is also a signi�cant indictment of
state failure, through negligence. Now, impor-
tantly, the State still has to restore the Jojari and
attend to its wellbeing, which is relevant to a re-
cent tendency by the Court to substitute itself for
regulators rather than disciplining them into dis-
charging their functions. This needs to change.

Fouled waters
River pollution from industrial e�uents

indicates state failure

T
he Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan,
on August 31-September 1, 2026, and
the BRICS summit in New Delhi on

September 12-13, 2026, were remarkable. Iran
received considerably more attention and
support from members of both the groups, far
more than anticipated. More consequential,
however, was the shift in India’s stance on the
United States-Israel war against Iran and Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

Traditionally, the SCO and BRICS summits
have o�ered the three major powers — Russia,
India and China — an opportunity to demonstrate
their mutual solidarity. For Russia, it is a platform
from which it can signal to the West that it is not
isolated and still has powerful allies. The
expansion of the SCO and BRICS under China’s
leadership showcases its growing power to the
West. For India, the SCO and BRICS have been
useful for demonstrating its strategic autonomy.
India has sought to remain welcome in both
western and non-western forums, from the G-7 to
the SCO and BRICS.

A surprise pivot
At Bishkek, however, India sprang two surprises.
First, it endorsed the Bishkek Declaration, which
condemned the attacks on Iran as violations of
international law, rea�rmed Iran’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity, and mourned the killing
of its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in
U.S.-Israeli air strikes on February 28, 2026.

Although the declaration did not name the U.S.
or Israel, its meaning was unmistakable. India
rea�rmed its opposition to military strikes on
Iran by endorsing the Bishkek Declaration, which
condemned the attacks and reiterated support for
Iran’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Second, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made an
unusually blunt appeal to Russian President
Vladimir Putin to bring Russia’s seemingly
endless war in Ukraine to an end.

India has generally sought to avoid directly
condemning the U.S. or Israel for their military
actions against Iran, even though Iran, like India,
is a member of both the SCO and BRICS. India
had previously avoided explicitly accusing Israel
of genocide in Gaza, although it had supported
UN resolutions calling for a cease�re and
rea�rmed its commitment to Palestinian
statehood. Indeed, New Delhi had emphatically
declared that it stands with Israel, while often
working in multilateral forums to soften language

that is critical of Washington and Tel Aviv. But in
both the Bishkek and Delhi Declarations, India
signed on to very strong criticism of Israel as well
as very strong a�rmation of Palestinian rights
and the two-state solution.

One interpretation of this pivot in policy is that
India may have signed on to the declaration to
avoid alienating Mr. Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, and thereby jeopardising their
attendance at India’s BRICS summit. Without the
two leaders, India’s presidency of BRICS this year
would have been a complete failure. Since
Operation Sindoor (2025), India has faced a
growing perception of diplomatic
marginalisation. Meanwhile, Pakistan has gained
diplomatic prominence through Washington’s
selection of Islamabad as a mediator in the
con�ict with Iran, while several Gulf nations have
sought defence agreements with Pakistan.
Consequently, India needed a successful and
high-pro�le BRICS summit, which it got.

Contradictory shifts
While there is a shift in India’s policy, New Delhi
has not abandoned Washington entirely. Mr.
Modi’s public appeal to Mr. Putin to end the
endless war in Ukraine can therefore be read as a
counter-signal to Washington. Had the message
been intended only for Moscow, it could have
been conveyed privately. Delivering it publicly
suggested that Mr. Modi was also reassuring the
West. India may have joined the SCO and BRICS
consensus on Iran to secure a successful BRICS
summit, but it was now leaning more toward the
western position on Ukraine than before. 

These apparently contradictory shifts reveal
the strain on India’s foreign policy. New Delhi
wants to support Israel while condemning attacks
on Iran; buy Russian oil while aligning more
closely with the West on Ukraine; and remain
central to BRICS and the SCO while assuring
Washington that it is not part of an anti-American
bloc. Multi-alignment is becoming an increasingly
di�cult exercise in this era of change and
turbulence. India’s balancing act is unlikely to sit
comfortably with either Moscow or Beijing. 

Although Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi did not meet
bilaterally at the SCO summit in Bishkek, they
held talks on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in
New Delhi. The meeting preceded Mr. Xi’s
high-pro�le G2 summit with U.S. President
Donald Trump in Washington, which was held in
September 2026. Neither summit declaration
mentioned the war in Ukraine, avoiding criticism

of Moscow even as Mr. Modi publicly urged Mr.
Putin to end the con�ict. India thus endorsed two
declarations accommodating Russia’s position
without fully embracing it.

From Mr. Putin’s perspective, this was the
second time that Mr. Modi had used what might
be called ‘jumla’ (performative) diplomacy at
Russia’s expense. At Samarkand on September 16,
2022, Mr. Modi told Mr. Putin that “today’s era is
not an era of war”. External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar subsequently repeated that phrase in
western capitals to demonstrate that India’s
purchase of discounted Russian oil did not signify
political support for Russia’s invasion.

The selectivity of these admonitions is di�cult
to ignore. Mr. Modi has not used comparable
language toward Mr. Netanyahu, even as Israel
has attacked several countries and territories
across West Asia, many on multiple occasions,
and has committed genocide in Gaza. Nor has Mr.
Modi publicly directed the same admonition at
Mr. Trump following American attacks on Iran.
India itself attacked Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor. Mr. Putin may therefore conclude that
Mr. Modi’s declaration that this is “not an era of
war” re�ects neither a consistent principle nor a
universal opposition to war, but diplomatic
messaging designed to reassure the West at
Russia’s expense.

Mr. Modi’s latest appeal — that “endless war”
must give way to an “end of war” — may reinforce
that perception. Would Mr. Modi deliver the same
message to Mr. Trump about the increasingly
prolonged war with Iran — or to Mr. Netanyahu
about his unending campaign of revenge in Gaza?
How is Moscow interpreting this double
standard?

Where ties with Russia stand
Russia, nevertheless, still needs India, at least for
now, as a major purchaser of its oil and military
equipment. At the same time, Moscow can see
that New Delhi has steadily reduced its
dependence on Russian arms by turning
increasingly to France, Israel, and the U.S. The
relationship remains important to both countries,
but it is becoming increasingly transactional —
and vulnerable to their diverging strategic
priorities. 

Russia is now leaning ever more toward its
“trusted partner” — China, while Mr. Modi’s
performative diplomacy designed to stay in the
good books of Washington risks undermining the
long enduring Russia-India friendship.

New Delhi’s ‘balancing act’ risks eroding Russia’s trust
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T
he United Nations Environment
Programme’s (UNEP) recent warning that
the world could cross the 1.5°C warming

threshold within the next few years is likely to
renew calls for faster decarbonisation. India, too,
will face this pressure, but its choices are still
open. Much of the housing, industrial
infrastructure, power networks and urban
development needed for its next phase of growth
is yet to be built.

NITI Aayog estimates that 86% of the building
stock that India will have in 2070 is yet to be built.
Total �oor space will more than double, from
about 18 billion square metres in 2020 to 42
billion by 2070. India’s crude-steel capacity, at
about 200 million tonnes in 2024-25, is targeted
to reach 300 million tonnes by 2030-31. Cement
output is projected to rise from about 427 million
tonnes in 2024 to 660 million tonnes by 2030.

The advantage of choice
The usual reading of these numbers is that India’s
infrastructure de�cit makes decarbonisation
harder. Demand for steel, cement and electricity
will continue to rise even as India tries to reduce
emissions. True, but only partly. The other side of
the development de�cit is that much of India’s
future capital stock remains a choice rather than
an inheritance. Its future emissions will depend
on what it chooses to build now and the
technologies and standards that are embedded in
that investment.

Mature economies face the opposite problem.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates
that around 80% of the building stock that
advanced economies will use in 2050 already
exists. In the European Union, 85% of buildings
predate 2000, around three-quarters perform
poorly in terms of energy e�ciency, and only
about 1% are renovated each year. India has
legacy problems too, but has more room to avoid
creating them. It can build in e�ciency from the
outset and reduce the risks of stranded assets,
premature retirements, or expensive retro�ts

later. In buildings, India need not wait for
technology to catch up. The know-how is there,
and so is the regulatory framework. The gap is in
implementation. 

The Bureau of Energy E�ciency (BEE)’s State
Energy E�ciency Index reports that the Energy
Conservation Building Code (ECBC) 2017 has
been noti�ed by 27 States, but legally
incorporated in only 21. BEE has since issued the
Energy Conservation and Sustainable Building
Code (ECSBC) 2024 for commercial and o�ce
buildings and the Eco-Niwas Samhita (ENS) 2024
for residential buildings. States should embed
these standards in building permits, occupancy
certi�cates, and grid connections, where
non-compliance can carry a cost.

The issue in the power sector
Power presents a di�erent problem. India has
added renewable generation quickly, but the
network to move it has not kept pace. The IEA
estimates that transmission bottlenecks have held
back around 60 GW of renewable capacity. The
Ministry of Power’s plan envisages roughly 590
GW of generation additions between 2023 and
2032. So, an unresolved transmission gap will
become more serious as generation expands. As
transport, cooling and parts of industry electrify,
the gains from cleaner generation will depend on
whether that power can be reliably moved to
where it is needed. Transmission and storage,
therefore, must be planned alongside, and in
some cases ahead of, new generation and
demand.

In steel and cement, the low-carbon transition
is harder. The Ministry of Steel acknowledges that
hydrogen-based green steel is not yet viable in
India, while NITI Aayog places large-scale carbon
capture in cement further down the transition
path. Mandating technologies could raise costs
and, worse, lock �rms into processes that later
prove uneconomic.

Public procurement could be a better
instrument. The Union and State governments,

Indian Railways, the National Highways Authority
of India, and other public agencies buy large
quantities of steel and cement and can help
create an early market for lower-emission
materials.

India already has a green-steel taxonomy, and
the Ministry of Steel has proposed aggregated
procurement through competitive bidding.
Tenders could set emissions-intensity thresholds
without prescribing the production route.
Competitive bidding would then reveal the green
premium while rewarding producers who �nd
the most e�cient ways to meet the thresholds. As
the premium narrows with economies of scale
and technological advances, the thresholds could
be tightened. They could also be aligned with the
emissions-intensity targets under the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS), ensuring
consistent policy signals.

Costs and risks
Finance can also skew these choices. The IEA
estimates that India’s cost of capital for grid-scale
renewables is about 80% higher than in advanced
economies. Since clean infrastructure is
front-loaded in cost, that gap can make an
otherwise viable project uneconomic. Targeted
instruments such as payment-security
mechanisms, partial credit guarantees, or
concessional debt can ease �nancing or o�-taker
risk. But where the technology is still unproven,
cheaper public �nance will simply shift more risk
onto the public balance sheet.

India cannot avoid the investment required to
build the economy it still needs. What matters is
what kind of capital the investment leaves
behind. Where technology is mature, there is
little reason to build ine�ciency into assets that
will last for decades. Where it is still evolving,
preserving �exibility has value. Getting those
choices right now can spare the country costlier
corrections later.

The views expressed are personal

India’s next investment cycle will shape its carbon future
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Brazil’s choice
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s
victory in Brazil’s election
highlights both democracy’s
resilience and the
formidable challenges
facing elected leaders (Page
1, October 27). Democracies
cannot a�ord endless
ideological battles between
the right and the left while
citizens struggle for
employment, a�ordable
health care and peace.
Regardless of who governs,
statesmanship demands
confronting global
economic realities rather
than exploiting public
anxieties for electoral gains.

continues to bear the brunt
of nature’s fury during every
monsoon (October 26 and
October 27). The loss of
greenery, the felling of trees
and an indiscriminate
construction of commercial
complexes, resorts and
lodging houses continue
unabated, aided by faulty
administrative policies and
vested interests. Tourism
must not be promoted at
the cost of environmental
destruction.

V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai

must examine the policies
that permitted land
conversion, who benefited
and what measures were
taken to protect food
security, biodiversity,
groundwater recharge and
flood regulation. Keralam
needs a balanced policy
that protects farmers’
livelihoods and the
environment while
accommodating legitimate
development needs.
T. Ravindranthan,

Chennai

Fragile hill ecosystems
It is deeply shocking that
the pristine Nilgiris district

urbanisation, changing
employment patterns and
the declining viability of
traditional paddy
cultivation. 
The State cannot escape
responsibility. 
Restrictions on land
conversion should have
been accompanied by
measures to make
cultivation economically
sustainable and protect
wetlands. Rising labour
costs, fragmented holdings,
labour shortages and
increasing demand for
housing have made paddy
farming less attractive. A
meaningful assessment

President Donald Trump in
South America. Overall, the
wins in Brazil and Serbia are
signs of change globally.
Ayyasseri Raveendranath,

Aranmula, Keralam

Vanishing paddy fields
The debate over the decline
of Keralam’s paddy fields
must go beyond blaming
the restrictive provisions of
the Kerala Conservation of
Paddy Land and Wetland
Act, 2008, or the
bureaucracy implementing
it. The large-scale
conversion of agricultural
land has been driven by
rising land values,

Victory at the ballot box is
merely the beginning.
Delivering dignity, security
and opportunity is the true
test of leadership. Political
parties worldwide must
introspect.
Brij B. Goyal,
Ludhiana, Punjab

The headwind turned
tailwind win of Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva is a sure sign
of the sturdy will of people
wedded to democracy to
quell the right-wing wave in
South America. It is also a
strong sign that the wind is
blowing against the
machinations of U.S.
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L
ula da Silva’s reelection as
the President of Brazil on
Sunday was no less than a

historical feat. The 81-year-old,
who defeated his far-right oppo-
nent Flavio Bolsonaro, gained at
least 10 million votes in less than
three weeks (Chart 1).

Much of his victory has been
credited to a campaign strategy fo-
cussing on high voter mobilisation
and populist labour reforms in-
cluding cash payout schemes for
the poor and a new debt relief
package post the �rst round of
elections — in which he trailed be-
hind Bolsonaro. This was unprece-
dented in the country’s elections
as no candidate who had lost the
�rst round in the past had
emerged victorious in the second
(Table 2). His victory carries im-
plications much beyond Brazil. For
much of South America that has
been hit by a conservative right-
wing wave, Mr. Lula’s victory o�-
ers a change (Table 3).

Under Mr. Lula’s third presiden-
tial term, Brazil saw notable eco-
nomic growth, accompanied by in-
creased labour force participation.
The country’s real Gross Domestic
Product grew cumulatively by 9%
between 2023 and 2025, the high-
est among nine other countries in
the region. The share of Brazil’s
working population increased
consistently since 2022. This was
accompanied by a rise in average
monthly earnings (Chart 4).

Meanwhile, the country’s un-
employment rate and poverty de-
clined to its lowest in at least a de-
cade. As of 2024, Brazil recorded
an unemployment rate of 6.8%
and 23% of its population were liv-
ing below poverty, that is $6.85 a
day as per the country’s de�nition
(Chart 5). However, the country’s
household and government debt
have surged to new highs increas-
ing borrowing costs (Chart 6).

The numbers behind Lula’s historic victory
Lula secured an unprecedented fourth term in Brazil due to a campaign strategy focussing on high voter mobilisation and populist labour reforms

Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Gandla Sneha 
Sachin Swaraj
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New Delhi, October 27: Indian Tourism
Development Corporation, world’s second
biggest public sector undertaking of its kind
running a chain of hotels, motels, travellers
lodges, beach resorts and forest lodges in the
country is planning to set up initially about half
a dozen ‘Indian restaurants’ at ‘strategic’ places
in the world.

According to Lt. Gen J.T. Sataravalla,
Chairman and Managing Director of ITDC, now
that the Corporation has already built up the
necessary hotel infrastructure at important
tourist centres within the country, it wants to
popularise the famous Indian dishes to the
foreigners at these restaurants abroad and also
attract them to visit India.

The location of these Indian restaurants
abroad has not yet been �nalised but they will
be set up at some of the important world
capitals. Some of them are likely to be located in
the oil-rich Gulf countries. The managers of
these restaurants will be specially trained in
marketing Indian tourism abroad.

The ITDC, which expects to earn Rs 7 crores
of foreign exchange during 1975-76, has already
entered the �eld in giving technical assistance
abroad in running hotel industry. It is setting up
an Indian restaurant at Prague with Czech
collaboration. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1976

ITDC plan to build hotels
abroad

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

An “Englishman” correspondent cables under
date London, October 25: Wireless experts are
installing special apparatus on the highest peak
of Mont Blanc and will attempt to communicate
with Mars on Oct. 27.

[To-day Mars comes within 42,000,000 miles
of the earth. An earlier message stated: The
periodical “Popular Wireless” is using a 14 valve
superheterodyne receiver to listen in. It is
pointed out that certain Morse letters and other
mysterious signals are received from time to
time which are not attributable to any earthly
station. Arguments for and against the feasibility
of signalling are revived, but the pro-Martians
say that Mars as a senior planet possesses older
brains on her. In order to open up a
conversation amateurs throughout the world are
invited to listen in.]

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1926

Message from Mars?

F
or nearly a month,
Indians across the
country have
courted the ire and

might of the state over a
question no citizen in a
democratic nation should
have to ask. Their anger
stems from the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise which has removed
more than 13 crore names
from the rolls since June
2025. Over a quarter were
claimed dead or duplicated,
while most were marked as
absent or shifted. At one
booth in Delhi’s Bela Estate,
o�cials cut 728 out of 729
voters, citing address proof
discrepancies. Who decided
that so many names should
come o� the rolls and on
what basis?

While the political answer
is being debated on the
streets and in Parliament, it
is clear that the SIR has
changed how a voter’s place
on the roll is decided. In
1995, the Supreme Court
held that a name already on
the roll should be presumed
to be there legally. The SIR
replaced that presumption
with a data-matching
exercise. The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has relied heavily on
software for a public task
where a single error costs a
citizen their vote. 

Rolls from the last
intensive revision (mostly in
2002) were hastily digitised
from Bengali, Kannada, and
other regional languages,
auto-transliterated by the
machine into English, and
matched against new
enumeration forms. Then a
second layer of “logical
discrepancies,” such as a
parent-child age gap of less
than 15 years, was applied.
Among those who failed the
test were twins (age gap less
than nine months), voters of
the Oraon tribal group
whose surname Xalxo was

auto-translated to Khalkho,
and those whose father’s
name was ‘Md.’ in one list
and ‘Mohammed’ in the
other. To reconcile the
record, little logic or
reasoning was applied.
According to the Internet
Freedom Foundation, these
rules �agged 17% of West
Bengal’s electors and 41% of
Madhya Pradesh’s. A system
that suspects four in 10
voters in a State needs to
come under scrutiny. 

Such sweeping
pattern-matching guarantees
false positives. In West
Bengal, 91% of exclusion
appeals decided by the
tribunals were reversed; a
reversal rate that high should
worry whoever designed the
process. And by the time
their eligibility was restored,
these people had already lost
the opportunity to vote in
the 2026 Assembly election. 

Drawing the line
This is why it matters where
the line is drawn for who is
“suspicious”. How many
eligible voters are risked to
remove one ineligible voter?
Legally, Election Registration
O�cers (EROs) determine
where the limit lies. Yet in
the SIR, the ECI has never
revealed what the acceptable
margin of error is or the data
itself. Two of the three
Election Commissioners are
on record objecting to the
centralisation of the database
and the restrictions imposed
on local o�cers’ authority. In
Goa, o�cers heard 97
�agged voters and found all
eligible, but couldn’t restore
them because the software
had no option to reverse the
earlier action. 

The ECI claims that
automation is only meant to
assist human decisions. This
would be true if o�cers
actually had the chance to
evaluate every �agged entry.
In Delhi, each booth-level

o�cer received about 200
notices to verify within a
very tight deadline. When
the queue becomes
practically unmanageable,
the machine’s verdict on an
individual case inevitably
becomes the State’s verdict. 

The citizen then pays to
undo this through hearings
and lost wages, or is forced
to remain disenfranchised if
unable to appeal. In West
Bengal, the damage went
beyond voting when a June
State order marked the
ration cards of SIR-removed
voters as inactive. The SC
has since restored access to
food. India has sold its
digital public infrastructure
to the rest of the world on
the premise of inclusion at
scale. Built on faulty data,
the same architecture
excludes at scale, and an
error in one register follows
a person into the next. 

This doesn’t mean that
the rolls shouldn’t be
cleaned. What must change
is where the risk tolerance
lies. A dead voter left on the
roll is a clerical error. A
living voter who is struck o�
loses their constitutional
right. The ECI should
disclose the matching rules
and error rates and open
itself to an independent
audit. No name should be
struck o� until an o�cer
with actual time and
authority veri�es the real
person behind the data. 

The model is already
travelling. In January, Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar o�ered the
ECINet platform to help
other countries build their
own versions. In August,
U.S. President Donald
Trump cited India’s photo
ID rules to push for stricter
U.S. voter laws. Whatever
standard the world’s largest
democracy accepts for
electoral error, other
nations will follow. 

The SIR and its error margin 

Nishtha Gupta 
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A dead voter
left on the roll
is a clerical
error. A living
voter who is
struck o� loses
their
constitutional
right

K
eralam Chief
Minister V. D.
Satheesan’s
recent remarks

questioning “unnecessary”
angioplasty procedures have
drawn objections from
medical organisations
concerned that it could
undermine public
con�dence in doctors. But
the Chief Minister’s remarks
demand more than a re�ex
response; it requires a
thoughtful, honest response
built on up-to-date evidence
based on clinical and
research studies.

Percutaneous Coronary
Intervention (PCI), by
balloon angioplasty and
stent placement, has
transformed cardiovascular
care. During an acute heart
attack caused by a suddenly
blocked coronary artery,
prompt angioplasty and
stents can restore blood �ow,
save heart muscle and
improve survival. There is no
debate about this approach
and second opinions are
unnecessary as time is of
essence in such an
emergency. Stents also o�er
substantial relief to selected
patients with persistent
activity-limiting angina
(chest pain caused by lack of
oxygen-rich blood). 

There is a crucial
distinction between stenting
as a life-saving measure in
the above situations to
medical treatment via
stenting because a narrowing
of blood vessels is seen on an
angiogram. A coronary
angiogram shows the
anatomy of the arteries; it
does not, by itself, establish
that a narrowing requires
intervention. The decision to
intervene and how to
intervene must take account
of the patient’s symptoms,
the severity of the blockage,
its e�ect on blood �ow, the
overall pattern of coronary
disease and the expected

bene�t of intervention. 
The landmark ISCHEMIA

trial, published in The New
England Journal of Medicine in
2020, enrolled 5,179 patients
at 320 sites in 37 countries
with stable coronary artery
disease and moderate to
severe ischemia (restricted
blood �ow to the heart). The
patients were assigned either
to an initial invasive strategy —
angiography followed by
angioplasty or coronary
bypass surgery — or to a
conservative strategy of
optimal medical treatment,
with revascularisation
reserved for those who had an
acute event or angina. After a
median follow-up of 3.2 years,
there was no signi�cant
di�erence between the two
groups in composite
outcomes (cardiac arrests,
hospitalisation for unstable
angina or heart failure) and
all-cause and cardiovascular
mortality were similar. After a
follow-up of 5 years, there was
still no signi�cant di�erence
between the two groups in
composite outcome or
mortality. The core lesson is
that most patients with stable
coronary artery disease with
ischemia on optimal medical
treatment would do as well as
those who undergo stenting
or bypass surgery.

Concerning scale
The growing scale of PCI in
India deserves careful
examination. National
Interventional Council �gures
show that annual PCI
procedures rose from
approximately 1,13,000 in
2008 to more than 7,26,000
in 2024 — an increase of more
than six-fold. In contrast, PCI
procedures in the U.S. fell by
about 40% between 2003 and
2016, re�ecting progress in
prevention and treatment.

These �gures do not by
themselves prove that stents
are overused in India
considering its large

population, the substantial
burden of premature
coronary disease, the
socio-economic progress in
the past decades and the
improved access to cardiac
care centres. Nevertheless,
the divergence in trends
between the two countries
raises an important
question: how much of the
increase in PCI is a
re�ection of ful�lling a
genuine clinical need, and
how much of it is a
re�ection of di�erences in
practice patterns, �nancial
incentives and gaps in
knowledge on the e�cacy of
optimal medical treatment? 

Optimal medical therapy,
based on evidence-based
guidelines, is the foundation
of care for all coronary
artery disease patients. The
elements of optimal therapy
include LDL-cholesterol
lowering, appropriate
anti-platelet treatment,
blood-pressure control,
evidence-based diabetes
management and lifestyle
changes. A coronary stent
treats a speci�c narrowing;
it does not cure the
underlying disease of
atherosclerosis or eliminate
the risk of future heart
attacks. Patients remain
vulnerable to disease
elsewhere in the coronary
arteries and must continue
preventive treatment. 

The way forward is
neither condemnation of
cardiologists nor
unquestioning acceptance
of every recommendation
for angioplasty. Most
doctors strive to act in their
patients’ best interests, but
no profession is immune to
inappropriate practice. The
ultimate test of healthcare is
not how many procedures
are performed, but how
many lives are saved and
whether patients receive the
right treatment at the right
time at an a�ordable cost.

Are coronary stents necessary? 
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There is a
crucial
distinction
between
stenting as a
life-saving
measure to
medical
treatment via
stenting because
a narrowing of
blood vessels is
seen on an
angiogram
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Share of SIR notices
disposed of by poll
o�cials in Delhi

94
in per cent. More than 31.26

lakh notices or 94.34 per cent

of the total 33.14 lakh notices

issued to voters under the ongoing SIR

exercise in Delhi have been disposed of,

and the names parked for inclusion in the

final list to be published on December 4,

the office of the Delhi Chief Electoral

Officer (CEO) said on Tuesday. The notices

are to be disposed of by November 30. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Flights cancelled in
two A.P. cities due 
to Cyclone Arnab

21
At least 21 flights were cancelled

at Vijayawada and

Visakhapatnam airports on

Tuesday as a very severe cyclonic storm

approached the Andhra Pradesh coast,

officials said. In its latest bulletin, the India

Meteorological Department (IMD) said that

Cyclone Arnab was over the Bay of Bengal,

about 170 km south-southeast of

Visakhapatnam, at 11.30 am. PTI

Station masters to be
recruited nationwide
by Nov 25

1,265
The recruitment

process for

railways station

masters will provide a notification covering

examination procedures and vacancy

distribution for the post. The online

application window will close on

November 25, 2026. The Railways Ministry

advised candidates to review instructions

before submitting their forms. PTI

Uttarakhand govt.’s
supplementary 
budget for 2026-27

7.8
in ₹ thousand crores. The

State government said that

of the total supplementary

budget, ₹4,164.32 crore is earmarked for

capital expenditure, and ₹3,679.86 crore for

revenue expenditure. More than half of it is

directed toward capital investment. With

the supplementary budget of ₹1,11,703.21

crore, the total budget for 2026-27 will

reach ₹1,19,547.39 crore. PTI

Number of �ghters
killed in fresh 
clashes in Yemen

97
At least 63 Houthi fighters and

34 pro-government

combatants have died, mostly

near the Bab al-Mandab strait, the Red

Sea’s strategic southern chokepoint, they

said. The clashes are the fiercest since the

Houthis seized swathes of territory from

the Saudi-backed government in a

lightning offensive last month. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

I
n July, Keralam’s newly elected UDF
government set up an expert panel
to review the functioning of Kerala
Infrastructure Investment Fund

Board (KIIFB). The panel, headed by a
former civil servant, was tasked with
recommending measures to restructure
KIIFB and strengthen the government's
institutional capabilities, among other
things. The committee has recently
submitted its report, which has been
tabled in the State Assembly.

Apparently critical of KIIFB’s
functioning, the committee has
recommended winding it up; absorbing
its functions and capabilities into the
State government, news reports say. The
principal reason for the panel’s
recommendation is that with the clubbing
of KIIFB’s borrowing function with the
State budget, the special purpose vehicle
(SPV) has lost its primary purpose. 

A disputed investment model
KIIFB, restructured by the LDF
government, reportedly boosted the
State’s infrastructure investment by
raising extra-budgetary resources,
including securing soft loans known as
“Masala Bonds” from international
agencies after the disastrous �oods of
2019. However, the SPV’s functioning and
�nancial performance have remained
contentious. The comptroller and auditor
general’s (CAG) strictures against KIIFB
have become a convenient beating stick
for the Centre and the Opposition parties
in the State. In the fog of the debate,
KIIFB’s original purpose and economic
principles underlying it seem to have
been lost sight of. 

Though Keralam has sound traditional
transport infrastructure such as road
network and rail connectivity, it lags
behind in modern facilities, such as
high-speed railways or highways,
especially when compared to the
neighbouring States. Keralam reportedly

spends a mere 1.5 per cent of the Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) on
infrastructure. This was so in spite of
Keralam’s own-tax revenue to GSDP ratio
being among the highest among major
States, as per the RBI data. 

KIIFB was set up in 1999 and
underwent a major restructuring in 2016;
the institution’s record in expanding
public goods is apparently well
acknowledged. However, its functioning
raised many queries. The CAG found that
the SPV’s �nances �outed its procedural
audits, which became a sticking point
between the Centre and the State.
Moreover, as KIIFB functioned outside the
purview of the State budget, without
generating �nancial pro�ts from its
lending, its borrowings being serviced out
of the State’s revenue became the heart of
the contention.

Rationale for o�-budget borrowing
In the good/bad old days of “planning”,
State �nances broadly followed the
“gap-�lling” approach; meaning the
Centre made up the di�erence between a
State’s projected revenue growth and its
“developmental needs” as per the State
plans. It was a negotiated process, part

�nancial and part political. Evidence
shows that richer and politically
in�uential States got the lion’s share of the
divisible pool of the plan resources.

The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act (FRBM) 2003 changed
that by seemingly imposing a “hard
budget constraint”, with the �scal de�cit
capped at 3 per cent of GSDP. The RBI
now monitors the size of the State debt.
The coupon (interest) rate of the State
loans depends on the State’s debt
sustainability measures. The hard budget
constraint has reportedly improved State
�nances, or at a minimum, made them
transparent.

However, most States have devised a
variety of means for securing
extra-budgetary resources, or o�-budget
borrowings (OBBs) – as evident from the
RBI’s compilation of State �nances. The
CAG, tracking OBBs, �nds that there is a
bewildering variety of them. And the
actual OBBs are far higher than what it is
able to count, as per its own �ndings.
Incidentally, Keralam is not among the
worst o�enders. 

Globally, a variety of �nancial
institutions and �scal arrangements have
existed outside of the budgetary process.

Numerous kinds of para-statal
organisations are a feature – not a bug – of
the �scal landscape, especially among
fast-growing Asian economies. China, for
instance, has a bewildering variety of
�nancial arrangements that enable
provinces to draw resources from the
national development banks to sustain
employment at the local level, augment
production and exports and ensure
political stability. 

Then, realistically, what should be the
rules for managing extra-budgetary
resources and institutions for Keralam?
Simply speaking, if extra-budgetary
resources are productively used and they
comply with the government expenditure
principles, having such o�-budget
institutions/borrowings may not be
undesirable. This follows the Domar rule:
so long as the output growth rate exceeds
the interest rate on such loans, they are
being used productively. Since such
investments have a public good character,
individual projects may not be yielding
adequate revenue or covering the full
costs. However, if in the aggregate they
contribute to growth in state output
(GSDP) and follow the Domar rule, then
such investments are in principle viable. 

However, if the State-level SPVs borrow
from external sources for social purposes
or green �nancing, which usually have
lower interest rates for longer maturities,
they need to be assessed di�erently, as
they involve exchange rate risk. Given
Keralam’s fragile ecology and need for
substantial low-cost resources for
protecting it, external borrowing for such
purposes by creating SPVs may be
desirable, as KIIFB reportedly proved to
be after the �oods in 2019. The expert
committee’s recommendation to dissolve
KIIFB is the easier part. In the present
political milieu, e�orts to boost public
investments to catch up with the
neighbouring States are a harder job –
with the Centre strictly monitoring
Keralam. The State will have to devise
newer and administratively innovative
means to tap OBBs, as most States do. The
task is primarily a political one.
(R. Nagaraj is an economist.)

On the question of KIIFB’s future
An expert panel constituted by Keralam’s UDF government to review the functioning of KIIFB has recommended winding it up and absorbing its functions 

into the State government, prompting a closer look at the merits of o�-budget borrowings by States and the need to boost public investment in Keralam 

KIIFB reportedly boosted the State’s infrastructure investment by raising extra-budgetary resources,

including securing soft loans known as “Masala Bonds” from international agencies. FILE PHOTO

ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST
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An expert panel constituted by
Keralam’s UDF government to
review KIIFB’s functioning has
recommended winding it up,
primarily on the grounds that
the integration of KIIFB’s
borrowing function with the
State budget has deprived the
special purpose vehicle of its
primary purpose

�

However, if extra-budgetary
resources are used
productively and in compliance
with the principles governing
government expenditure, such
o�-budget institutions and
borrowings may not be
undesirable

R. Nagaraj

The story so far: 

A
data breach at the Central
Board of Film Certi�cation
(CBFC) left hundreds of
applications’ data exposed

online, The Hindu found. The data comes
from over 500 titles, of which dozens are
feature �lms. The leak comes from the
censor board’s e-Cinepramaan portal,
used by �lmmakers to submit their
applications. The records ranged from
December 2025 to August 2026.

What were the leaked documents?
The leaked documents included shooting
scripts, with detailed shot-by-shot
translations and other annotations. These
scripts appear to have been speci�cally
prepared for the censor board’s review of
these �lms — one script even included
labels on swear words used over the

course of the �lm and other clari�cations
on dialogue.

The breached data also included a
summary of cuts that were ordered by the
CBFC. This is supposed to be public
information anyway under Section 5A(2)
of the Cinematograph Act, 1952, but the
censor board put this data behind an
“under maintenance” message on its
website.

In what could be the most sensitive of
the exposed documents, �lm distribution
agreements — both from international
�lmmakers distributing into India and
Indian �lmmakers authorising dubbed
versions in a di�erent part of the country
— were exposed. At least three such
agreements had unredacted or
improperly redacted information on what
fees were paid to license a �lm for
distribution in India. The Hindu is
withholding speci�cs here.

“Commercial agreements in the �lm

industry often contain carefully
negotiated provisions governing creative
control, casting, remuneration,
pro�t-sharing, intellectual property
rights, promotional obligations, and even
speci�c conditions concerning a �lm’s
storyline, portrayal or production,”
Vasundhara S., managing partner at
Verum Legal told The Hindu.

“When commercially sensitive or
specially negotiated creative terms enter
the public domain, the con�dentiality
underpinning these agreements is
compromised,” Ms. Vasundhara said.
“Such disclosures can weaken negotiating
positions, reveal commercially valuable
information, in�uence future contractual
negotiations and potentially expose
parties to disputes arising from
con�dentiality obligations.”

“If I am a competing party or a
counterparty, I’d be in a much better
position to negotiate now that I have

con�rmation as to what terms these guys
would agree to for certain types of works,
beyond what is generally known in the
market,” Abhinav Hansaraman, a
commercial lawyer in Delhi said.

Where was the data posted?
The documents were posted as dockets
that contained practically everything but
a copy of the �lm itself, and posted on the
site of the non-pro�t Internet Archive
portal. The data dump, most of it was
posted on a single day, lay on the site for
days, open to anyone to review and
download. It is unclear if the data dump’s
existence was known to anyone.

The majority of the documents were
posted earlier this month, but were all
taken down on October 12. The user,
whose display ID was former CBFC
chairman Prasoon Joshi’s name in
Russian, also deleted their account. The
Hindu was unable to contact them.

How did CBFC respond to the breach? 
Last week, The Hindu contacted the CBFC
for comment on the breach. The censor
board did not appear to have immediate
information on the breach. A week after
being provided granular details of what
documents were leaked from which �lm
application, CBFC chairperson Shashi
Shekhar Vempati said in a statement that
it was looking into the breach. “CBFC has
reviewed the information shared

regarding alleged unauthorised access to
CBFC’s e-Cinepramaan Portal,” the CBFC
said. “However, based on the information
examined so far, no trace has been found
of the certi�cation-related documents that
were claimed to have been accessed.”

The Internet Archive told The Hindu in
a statement that the account in question
was taken down by the user themselves.
“As a matter of caution, a complaint has
been �led with Cybercrime, and CERT-In
has also been noti�ed of the allegations
and provided with the information
shared,” the CBFC added in its statement
to The Hindu. CERT-In is India’s computer
emergency response team, which is
tasked with handling data breach and
hacking incidents.

“The technical team has also
conducted a thorough analysis of the
servers and databases to assess whether
any external attacks may have
compromised their security,” CBFC
added. “The �ndings of this analysis are
being considered alongside the ongoing
forensic examination.”

On October 4, the e-Cinepramaan
portal was unavailable for hours. The user
stopped uploading any further
documents shortly thereafter. No
individual �lmmaker’s account seems to
have been compromised, the CBFC said in
its statement, and committed to a
“thorough security audit” of the
e-Cinepramaan portal.

What was leaked in the
Censor Board data breach?
What impact could the leak have? When was the leaked data taken down? What is the status of the probe?

Aroon Deep
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For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

Lula is a founding member of
the Workers’ Party or the
Partido dos Trabalhadores.
When was it formed?
X

QUESTION 2

After Lula won his third term in
2022, an incident mirroring the
2021 January 6 Capitol hill riots
happened in Brazil where
Brazil’s Congress and Supreme
Court buildings were stormed.
Why?
X

QUESTION 3

Brazil’s top political leaders
were hit by scandal when in
2017 a high-profile
anti-corruption investigation

exposed money laundering and
corruption among the top brass.
It also led to Lula’s arrest on the
same charges in 2018. Name the
anti-corruption probe.
X

QUESTION 4

Campaigns and pictures
routinely feature the number ‘13’
in association with Lula. What is
the significance of the number?
X

QUESTION 5

In 2004, a New York Times article
on President Lula infuriated him
so much that the reporter of the
article had his journalist via
revoked by the Brazilian
government. They said the
article was “o�ensive to the
honour of the President”. Name
the reporter and what the article
said.

Questions and answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Name of Pakistan’s Prime Minister
when martial law was proclaimed in October 1958.
Ans: Feroz Khan Noon

2. Mirza abrogated this when he proclaimed martial
law on October 7, 1958. Ans: The Constitution of

1956

3. The system of indirect elections, which was
introduced by Ayub Khan in 1959 as the foundation
of his political structure. Ans: The Basic

Democracies system

4. Ayub Khan relinquish the presidency in this year,
ending his period in power. Ans: 1969

5. Iskander Mirza went into exile to this country after
his removal from o�ice. Ans: The United Kingdom

Visual: This is a front-page report in The Pakistan

Times dated March 10, 1951, announcing arrests in a
conspiracy that preceded Ayub Khan’s military coup
by seven years. State the name by which the
conspiracy is known. Ans: The Rawalpindi

Conspiracy Case

Early birds: KN Viswanathan| Mohan Lal Patel|
Tamal Biswas| Baburam Sapre| Arun Kumar Singh

THE DAILY QUIZ

At the age of 81, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva has secured an unprecedented fourth term as
the President of Brazil. Here’s a quiz on the veteran leader

X

Visual question: Here, Lula is seen with another global leftist
leader and icon. Name the revolutionary leader. AFP

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Joan Sony Cherian

What is the meaning of “hogwash”?
(Geetha Udaykumar, Mannarkudi)
This is a word, which is normally used in
informal contexts. When somebody says
something and you respond by saying,
“hogwash”, what you are implying is that
as far as you are concerned what the
individual has said is nonsense. Here are a
few examples.

What she told me was hogwash.
I have no time to listen to your

hogwash, Seema.
The word has the same meaning as

“baloney”.
I am not here to listen to your baloney.
His baloney didn’t go down well with

the boss.
Bad food and drink can also be called

“hogwash”.
The stu� that was served at the

wedding was hogwash.
Don’t go to the new restaurant. The

food is hogwash.

Shouldn’t it be World Trade Centre
and not “Center”? (P.P. Hafeez,
Kerala)
The word “Center” has been spelt
correctly. That’s the way the Americans
spell it. A few words, which end in “re” in
British English, the Americans spell it
“er”. Here are a few examples: meter,
center, and theater.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “He walked into the
apartment” or “He walked in the
apartment”? (B. Abhishek,
Bengaluru)
Both the sentences are grammatically
acceptable, but their meaning is very
di�erent. When someone “walks into” an
apartment he enters it. In other words,
the individual has stepped into the
apartment. He was outside all the while
and now he has stepped inside.

Similarly, when you say that someone
has “moved into” his new apartment,
what you are implying is that he has
shifted to his new apartment. He has
made the new place his home. When you
say that someone “walked in the
apartment” what you are saying is that
the individual walked around inside the
apartment.

Unlike the earlier example, the
individual is not entering the apartment.
He is already inside and he is moving
about. The action takes place within the
apartment.

What is the meaning of the idiom
“sink your teeth into something”?
(P.K. Abu Baker, Calicut)
When you sink your teeth into something,
you undertake to do something; you
perform the task with a great deal of
enthusiasm and interest. Here are a few
examples.

His new role as a villain gave him
something that he could sink his teeth
into.

The new project is really interesting.
Can’t wait to sink my teeth into it.

It is also possible to say “get one’s teeth
into something”. Here are a few
examples.

He just couldn’t get his teeth into his
new role.

My wife has been telling me to get my
teeth into some social work.
Published in The Hindu on May 21, 2002

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

E
arlier in October, U.S. lawmakers
revealed how users of dating
apps were being exposed to
serious �nancial and physical

risks. They pinned this to the outdated AI
stack in these applications.

In an investigation centred around the
Match Group, the lawmakers found that
the algorithm matched U.S. users of
dating apps like Tinder and Hinge with
scammers. 

The report, titled ‘Outmatched: Tinder,
Scammers, and Match Group’s E�orts to
Catch Up’, highlighted that users
connected with nearly 1.5 million
scammers on these two popular dating
applications in the �rst nine months of
2025.

At the core of these disturbing �ndings
were outdated machine learning models
installed to detect bad actors. These had
not been updated in years, according to
the report.

This information came from internal
documents that the Match Group shared
with the committee, led by senator
Maggie Hassan. As the accuracy of scam
detection dropped, Tinder began
depending on other measures that it
knew were often ine�ective.

“In fact, Match Group knew that Tinder
was more likely to show a pro�le if it
belonged to a scammer or other bad actor
rather than a regular user,” stated an

o�cial press release about the report.
However, the investigation

acknowledged that the Match Group later
put in place new safety measures, such as
an AI model in Tinder this year that was
designed to detect scammers and bad
actors.

What kinds of scams were prevalent
on the apps?
The report included statements from
victims who described how romance
scammers cheated them out of tens of
thousands of dollars after building a
relationship with them on the dating
apps. 

A common trend was to cite a major
emergency in order to pressure the victim
into sending over money. Using the
victims’ phone number and/or email ID,
the scammers would proceed to harass
them online until the victim sometimes
paid them in the hopes of de-escalating
their aggression.

Another type of scam involved the
same malicious user operating as di�erent
people on the same dating app, to
ensnare more victims.

The report pointed to an inconsistent
dating app AI strategy, where patchy
machine learning systems led to heavy
caseloads and “overwhelmed” human
moderators who were unable to focus on
visibly risky accounts. As per a document
from the Match Group itself, Tinder could
have better tackled dangerous accounts

by building better AI signals or reducing
its reliance on manual rules.

“In practice, these moderation lapses
meant that bad actors that reached
moderation were not immediately
banned and instead may have continued
to interact with and harm legitimate users
until the platform gathered additional
evidence,” explained the report.

What is the takeaway for Indian
dating app users?
A bouquet of dating apps come under the
Match Group, including Tinder, Hinge,
Match (formerly Match.com), Plenty of
Fish, and more such o�erings, catering to
users in diverse countries and cultural
communities.

In other words, a security lapse in one
app comes with serious implications for
the users of other Match Group-owned
apps. Tinder and Hinge are popular in
India as well, claiming the top ranks in
terms of downloads via app marketplaces.

According to the Match Group, Hinge is
expected to reach $1 billion in revenue in
2027, while Tinder is expanding its
in-person events that are already live in
the U.S. and Europe.

Indian users often register with apps
that suggest pro�les and tout AI-powered
matchmaking as a selling point. However,
as the U.S. committee report noted,
cutting-edge AI tools require constant
upkeep, testing, and upgrades in order to
ensure that customers remain shielded

from emerging threats.
Regulators must also play a larger role

in monitoring dating app services.

How can users avoid scammers on
dating apps?
Dating app users should �rst vet the
platforms they register with, making sure
that they agree with how data is collected
and processed. 

Users should also be aware of the
reporting options they have in case an
online or o�ine interaction turns unsafe.
Customers can research the apps’
founders, investors, and brand
ambassadors, to make sure that there is
an alignment of values.

Dating app users should promptly
report fraudulent user pro�les and cease
interacting with them. AI-generated user
photos and videos, even when posted as a
joke, often violate platform policies.

Another red �ag is a dating app user
who becomes intimate too quickly or is
eager to discuss �nances early on.
Furthermore, scammers often pressure
dating app users to contact them on
external sites, so they can view the user’s
phone number or harvest other personal
details.

Users must withhold personal phone
numbers, email IDs, home addresses,
private social media channels, and
employer information until they meet a
match in-person and feel comfortable
with proceeding.

What did a U.S. investigation uncover
about Tinder’s failure to detect scams?
U.S. lawmakers shared troubling statistics about how dating app users on Tinder and Hinge were matching with scammers, due to outdated AI

protections; the probe also acknowledged that Match Group had introduced new safety measures this year to detect scammers

CACHE

Safety check: Dating app users should first vet the platforms they register with, making sure that they agree with how data is collected and processed. GETTY IMAGES

Sahana Venugopal
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From Page One

The a�davit was in response to a legal battle
which began with protests on the streets of the na-
tional capital for the removal of Mr. Kumar. The
agitations had graduated into the �ling of multiple
petitions, ranging from ordinary individuals and
activists to Opposition leaders led by Mr. Gandhi,
in the Supreme Court.

The ECI said a CEC cannot be removed, except
in accordance with the procedure and on the
grounds for the ouster of a Supreme Court judge.

The a�davit saw the ECI put up a united face,
with Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar and Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi speaking in one
voice that their SIR decisions were in line with the
law, and that any attempt to restrain the function-
ing of the CEC was illegal.

Media reports preceding the public protests
had alleged friction within the ECI, with both
Election Commissioners complaining about pro-
cedural irregularities, coupled with the unilateral
and authoritarian conduct of the CEC during the
mammoth SIR exercise. The SIR has excluded ap-
proximately 13 crore voters from the electoral
rolls.

The a�davit has denied charges that Form 6
was changed. It has justi�ed that the additional
declaration form provided alongside Form 6 was
not a “part” of the statutory form.

Voters whose names were deleted from the
electoral roll during the SIR exercise have to �ll up
their Form 6, as well as “map” their previous elec-
toral roll entries to those of their parents and
grandparents in the additional declaration form.

The a�davit also submitted that o�cials with
the West Bengal Chief Electoral O�cer had �led
appeals against the inclusion of deleted voters. Pe-
titioners have contended that these appeals, num-
bering over 16 lakh in West Bengal, were choking
the Appellate Tribunals.

“There is a lot to be said on this a�davit,” Mr.
Vikas Singh submitted. Senior advocate Maninder
Singh appeared for the ECI and questioned the
petitioners’ request to the court.

SC says it will ‘examine
everything’ in SIR case

“Karnataka has more than 6.87 crore total popula-
tion (projected as on the proposed publication
year 2026), as per the Population Projections for
India and States 2011-2036 published by National
Commission on Population Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and 4.54 crore (general electors)
in the �nal roll,” the CEO said.

However, Mr. Kumar did not explain how a gap
of about 2.33 crore between the projected popula-
tion and the electorate is accounted for, including
how much of it comprises people below 18 years,
non-voter residents and eligible voters who may
have been left out.

The �nal electorate comprises over 2.25 crore
male voters, 2.29 crore female voters and 2,841
third-gender voters. It includes over 6.83 lakh
young voters aged 18-19 and more than 3.92 lakh
voters aged above 85, besides 44,322 service elec-
tors.  The largest pool of electors, 1,02,57,680, be-
longs to the 30-39 age group, followed by
94,17,853 voters aged between 40 and 49. 

Between June 16 and September 23, the last
date for claims and objections, over 7.87 lakh
Form 6 applications were received. Of these,
76,231 were rejected and 3,193 remained pending,
while 7.08 lakh were accepted, as The Hindu pre-
viously reported. 

Over 99 lakh deletions
in Karnataka voter list

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Tuesday said

science succeeds only
when it travels from the
laboratory to the land and
improves people’s lives.

Addressing the Emerg-
ing Science, Technology
and Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC), he said it must not
become “merely a forum
for discussion” but should
deliver measurable
outcomes.

Mr. Modi said India’s
science and technology
story has long been one of
catching up with other
countries, but in the 21st
century the country has
emerged as a leader in
scienti�c and technologi-
cal developments. He said,
“The discovery of zero
showed that India has a
culture of discovery. Chan-
drayaan’s landing near the
lunar south pole, Manga-
lyaan’s success on the �rst
attempt, and the vaccines
developed during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic are ex-
amples of this.”

The audience at the con-
clave comprised three No-
bel Laureates, top techno-
crats of India’s scienti�c
establishment, startup
founders and scientists

from both India and
abroad.

Focus on research
Mr. Modi said a country’s
technological capabilities
depend on its research. He
said e�orts to “speed up”
the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation
(ANRF) work are under-
way. Referring to research
funding, he cited a com-
mitment of ₹1 lakh crore,
including ₹12,000 crore for
taking research from the
laboratory to the market,
with private investors part-
nering equally. He also re-
ferred to new commit-
ments of ₹24,000 crore.

The number of patents
�led in India had risen
from about 50,000 to 1.5

lakh, Mr. Modi said, de-
scribing this as evidence of
a strengthening culture of
innovation rather than
merely an increase in
number.

Science in the age of AI
On arti�cial intelligence
(AI), he posed what he
called an “important ques-
tion” about how to exer-
cise scienti�c judgement in
the age of AI. 

“Science works by ques-
tioning paradigms and
looking at problems with
fresh eyes,” he said. “AI
can perform routine tasks
quickly and raise produc-
tivity, but should not limit
scientists’ thinking or inde-
pendent thought, and its
answers must meet the ac-

curacy standards of
scientists.”

Referring to the birth
anniversary of nuclear
scientist Homi J. Bhabha
on October 30, Mr. Modi
said a developed India will
need large quantities of nu-
clear energy. He noted that
the 500 MW Prototype
Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) has reached �rst
criticality, strengthening
the country’s long-term
energy position.

He also pointed to In-
dian space start-ups, a
rocket made in India that
placed a satellite in orbit
on its �rst attempt, and the
country’s satellite docking
capability. Indian-made AI
chips are reaching other
countries, an AI model has
been built domestically,
and work is underway on
battery technology based
on Indian raw materials,
he said. The needs of sec-
tors ranging from nuclear
energy to space to AI and
semiconductors di�er, he
said, but India’s emerging
technologies are rising
together.

Describing India as a
young country with vision
and imagination, Mr. Modi
said it needs a generation
capable of leading in tech-
nology. He summed up the
guiding principle as: “We
will do it.”

Science successful only when
society bene�ts from it: Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Emerging Science, Technology

and Innovation Conclave 2026 in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI 

PM stresses on importance of taking science from laboratory to land; he says India is no longer

playing catch up and emerged as leader in scienti�c, technological developments in 21st century

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India will hold the �rst “Ci-
vilisational Dialogue Fo-
rum” of the 10-nation
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) grouping,
that includes Pakistan,
from November 20-22 in
Delhi, sources con�rmed
to The Hindu.

The dialogue, which will
be organised by the Minis-
try of Culture and the Mi-
nistry of External A�airs,
was proposed by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi at
the SCO leaders’ Summit in
Tianjin last year and adopt-
ed by the SCO Council. 

According to the sourc-
es, the government has in-
vited Pakistan’s Minister
for National Heritage and
Culture Aurangzeb Khan
Khichi, for the event. Cul-
ture Ministers from the 10
member states, including
China, Russia, Iran, Bela-
rus and Central Asian
states, 15 Dialogue partn-
ers and observer countries

have been invited.
The event, which will be

inaugurated by Mr. Modi,
will be held at Delhi’s icon-
ic Purana Quila (Old Fort),
a 16th Century fort built by
Emperor Humayun. The
fort is also the site of many
excavations showcasing In-
dia’s ancient past spanning
nearly 3,000 years, from
the Pre-Mauryan, Mau-
ryan, Shunga, Kushana,
Gupta, Post-Gupta period
to medieval-era Rajput,
Sultanate and Mughal pe-
riods, o�cials said, ex-
plaining its importance.

According to diplomatic
sources, Pakistan has not
so far con�rmed who will

lead its delegation to the
dialogue forum. If Mr. Khi-
chi attends, this will be the
�rst time India will host a
Minister from Pakistan
since the 2023 SCO Foreign
Ministers meeting, when
the then Pakistan FM Bila-
wal Bhutto had travelled to
Goa, and the �rst since the
four-day con�ict between
India and Pakistan in May
2025.

While India has refused
to take part in meetings of
South Asia Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) in Islamabad due
to di�erences with Pakis-
tan since 2016, it has
joined SCO meetings there
in the past, including SCO-
Regional Anti-Terror Struc-
ture (RATS). In September,
India sent SCO National
Coordinator Alok Dimri to
Islamabad to attend the
�rst coordination meeting
for Pakistan’s SCO Presi-
dency and events leading
up to the leader’s Summit
in Pakistan, scheduled for
August 2027.  In November
2024, External A�airs Mi-

nister S. Jaishankar had re-
presented India at the SCO
Heads of Government
(HoG) Meeting, and all eyes
will be on who will repre-
sent India at the SCO
Heads of State Summit
next year.

“India deals with SCO as
an entity, as an important
organisation,” MEA Secre-
tary (West) Sibi George said
in response to a question
from The Hindu at a brief-
ing on August 27 about
whether PM Modi would
travel to Pakistan for the
summit. “As far as our en-
gagement with individual
countries is concerned, a
decision will be taken by
the appropriate authority
at the appropriate time
and our appropriate level
of participation will be de-
cided accordingly,” he
added.

For the forum, each par-
ticipating State has been in-
vited to nominate a delega-
tion comprising the
Minister responsible for
Culture and up to four go-
vernment representatives.

Delhi invites Pakistan Minister for
SCO Civilisational Dialogue debut
Suhasini Haidar
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Aurangzeb Khan Khichi

Richard J. Roberts, the
1993 Nobel laureate in Phy-
siology or Medicine, on
Tuesday dismissed as
“nonsense” the idea that
Indians adopting genetical-
ly modi�ed crops would
become dependent on fo-
reign companies. 

The work can be done
in, and owned by, Indian
laboratories, he said.

Dr. Roberts was deliver-
ing a plenary address at the
second Emerging Science,
Technology and Innova-
tion Conclave (ESTIC) at
Bharat Mandapam. 

In his address, he reject-
ed the term ‘genetically
modi�ed’ as “very mislead-
ing” and referred to such
crops throughout as “bio-
technologically modi�ed,”

or BM, arguing that “every
life form on this planet has
been genetically modi�ed
by evolution.”

Asked about fears that
an American corporation
such as Monsanto (whose
operations were subsumed
into that of agrochemicals
giant Bayer) could control
the seed supply and erode
the country’s indepen-
dence, Dr. Roberts replied:
“I think it’s nonsense. You
can do improved agricul-
ture here in the labs in In-
dia and own everything
here in India. You don’t
have to go to America or
Europe or anywhere else
to make CRISPR-modi�ed
plants. Anybody can do it.
You go to a lab, learn how
to do it — maybe it takes
you six to eight weeks —
and then you can do it. It’s
really very straightforward

because we’ve come a long
way in knowing how to im-
prove crops. But you can
own it here in India. ”

CRISPR is a gene-editing
tool in which a guide RNA
steers the Cas9 enzyme to
a chosen spot in an organ-
ism’s DNA, where it cuts,
letting scientists alter or in-
sert genes at that site. The
foundational CRISPR-Cas9
patents, however, are em-

broiled in an intellectual
property dispute.

A divisive saga
GM food crops have a con-
tested history in India. In
2010, then Environment
Minister Jairam Ramesh
imposed an inde�nite mo-
ratorium on Bt brinjal, a
genetically modi�ed var-
iant of the vegetable. In Ju-
ly 2024, the Supreme
Court delivered a split ver-
dict on GM mustard’s envi-
ronmental release, but un-
animously asked the
Centre to frame a national
policy on GM crops. Gol-
den Rice, engineered in
1999 by Ingo Potrykus and
Peter Beyer to carry a vita-
min A precursor in its
grain, has also proved
divisive.

Indian researchers re-
ported in the peer-re-

viewed PLOS One journal
in 2017 that backcrossing
one Golden Rice transgene
event into an Indian varie-
ty had yielded stunted,
low-yielding plants, un�t
for cultivation despite their
high provitamin A content.

Asked whether Golden
Rice could disturb India’s
agricultural systems, citing
the invasive spread of eu-
calyptus, Dr. Roberts said
he was not an expert in
agriculture, underlining
that there are people out
there who truly are experts
who can answer the ques-
tions much better than he
can.

India permits Bt cotton
for commercial cultivation,
but no GM food crop.Ka-
vitha Kuruganti, who leads
the Coalition for a GM-Free
India, has previously ar-
gued that the yield claims

for GM mustard, which
was cleared by a technical
body but whose release
subsequently stalled, are
not supported by the deve-
lopers’ own data. India
needs a biosafety policy
rather than a policy on GM
crops, she said.

Dr. Roberts framed GM
as a question of food and
nutritional security. “Food
is medicine,” he said, for
people who cannot a�ord
supplements or drugs.
Crops eaten in developing
countries, he argued, nev-
er received the breeding in-
vestment Western staples
did because their farmers
could not pay for it. “Gol-
den Rice is not priced
above ordinary rice, and
several Indian government
institutes hold licences for
it,” he said, and called Bt
cotton a “success in India.” 

Nobel winner backs GM crop innovation in Indian labs
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Richard J. Roberts

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought a response
from the Union govern-
ment on two separate peti-
tions �led by a Phule-Am-
bedkarite and a former
Kerala bureaucrat chal-
lenging government orders
imposing the six-stanza
Vande Mataram on the
people.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant issued notice to the
Centre on petitions �led by
B.D. Borkar and former IAS
o�cer Balakrishnan Sath-
yabhama Mavoji, both of
whom have termed the six-
stanza Vande Mataram a
‘divisive religious war
song’ and a step towards
theocracy.

The petitions argued
that government orders
had imposed a “sectarian
prayer to particular god-
desses of one particular re-
ligion as the National

Song” which violated fun-
damental rights of religion
and attracted the criminal
law.

The petitions, repre-
sented by jurist and advo-
cate Mohan Gopal, said a
State compulsion ex-
pressed through two suc-
cessive government orders
on January 28 and July 9
would lead to the “unstat-
ed but undeniable conse-
quence of irreversibly dee-
pening communal division
and con�ict in India by
outraging the religious and
spiritual feelings of minori-
ty religions”.

Mr. Borkar has argued
that the six-stanza version
introduced by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee in his
novel ‘Anandamath’ would
promote enmity and con-
�ict between di�erent
communities by advancing
the supremacy of a domi-
nant community. The fa-
bric of unity and harmony
would be mutilated forev-
er, he has said.

SC issues notice to
Centre over Vande
Mataram petitions 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium has recommended
four judges for appoint-
ment as Chief Justices of
the High Courts of Gujarat,
Delhi, Telangana and
Uttarakhand.

Justice Manash Ranjan
Pathak, who is currently
serving as a judge in the
Gujarat High Court, has
been recommended for
appointment as its Chief
Justice in a Supreme Court
Collegium resolution of
October 26.

Justice Pathak's parent
High Court is Gauhati.

Justice P. Sam Koshy,
whose parent High Court is
Chhattisgarh and is cur-
rently serving on the
Bench of the Telangana
High Court, has been pro-
posed for the Delhi High
Court Chief Justiceship.

Justices Tapabrata Chak-
raborty of Calcutta High
Court and Sudhir Singh of
Patna High Courts have
been recommended for
appointments as Chief Jus-
tices of Telangana and Ut-
tarakhand High Courts,
respectively.

The Supreme Court Col-
legium has approved the
proposal for appointment
of Ajay Sharma, Judicial
Member, CESTAT, Mum-
bai, and advocate Vaibhav
Anant Sugdare as judges of
the Bombay High Court.

SC Collegium
recommends
4 judges as HC
Chief Justices

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A week after United States
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio’s visit to India, Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar will travel to the U.S.
city of Atlanta to attend the
meeting of G20 Foreign Mi-
nisters hosted by Mr. Ru-
bio. The three-day visit
from October 29 to 31 will
include meetings with his
counterparts from other
G20 countries amidst a se-
ries of global develop-
ments and the ongoing
con�ict in West Asia.

The Ministry of External
A�airs (MEA) has not an-
nounced the visit thus far,
but diplomatic sources
con�rmed that his engage-
ments will include the
Quad Foreign Ministers’
meeting with Australian
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong and Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Motegi
Toshimitsu.

The Quad Ministers ear-
lier met in Delhi in May this
year but could not sche-
dule a summit of the lead-
ers in India, whose turn it
has been to host the sum-
mit since 2024. Instead,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump, Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi and Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese will hold a Quad
leaders’ meeting in Manila.

Jaishankar to
travel to U.S.
for three-day
G20 meeting

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The CBI on Tuesday re-
corded the statement of
journalist Ashutosh Negi
who was among the promi-
nent voices seeking an in-
vestigation by the Central
agency into the 2022 Anki-
ta Bhandari murder case,
o�cers said.

Mr. Negi was sum-
moned by the CBI, which is
probing the alleged role of
a “VIP” in the murder of
the 19-year-old resort re-
ceptionist, at its headquar-

ters here.
The journalist was

among the �rst to ap-
proach the Uttarakhand
High Court for a CBI probe
into the murder but the pe-
tition was turned down.

Uttarakhand Chief Mi-
nister Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi recommended the CBI
inquiry on the demand of
Ankita’s parents after an
actress, who claimed to be
the wife of a legislator, cir-
culated audio and video
clips purportedly indicat-
ing the involvement of a
“VIP” in the murder.

CBI records statement
of journalist in Ankita
Bhandari murder case

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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D
oubling down on
its attack against
the Election Com-

mission of India’s special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls on Tuesday,
the Congress said the Com-
mission’s a�davit in the
Supreme Court was “de-
ceitful and duplicitous”.

Party president Malli-
karjun Kharge listed in-
stances of alleged irregu-
larities in the SIR exercise
in 12 States and one Union
Territory, accusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah of trying to suppress
the movement against
“vote chori”.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh described the
ECI’s 248-page counter-a�-
davit as “deceptive, deceit-
ful and duplicitous”, ad-
ding that it was “extremely
damaging” to the Commis-

sion itself.  The ECI has
sought the dismissal of pe-
titions challenging its deci-
sions on the SIR, maintain-
ing that the exercise was
authorised by law and that
the relevant orders had
been approved unani-
mously by all three
members.

Form 6 changes
Mr. Ramesh alleged that
the Commission had en-
gaged in “patent deception
and word games” over
Form 6, which is used for
voter registration. He said
the ECI had earlier claimed

that a new declaration at-
tached to the form had
been upheld by the Su-
preme Court, but was now
arguing that the declara-
tion was separate and that
Form 6 itself had not been
amended. 

He maintained that the
declaration was made
mandatory for online sub-
mission and accused the
ECI of violating the Regis-
tration of Electors Rules,
1960. He also alleged that
the ECINET platform had
been used to centralise
control over electoral rolls
and override electoral re-

gistration o�cers, who are
the statutory authorities. 

Mr. Ramesh said allega-
tions of mass deletions and
other irregularities conti-
nued to emerge from
States conducting the SIR.

“Once a person starts ly-
ing, they get entangled in
their own web of deceit.
And when this pattern con-
tinues for a long time,
eventually their lies begin
to surface in one way or
another,” Mr. Ramesh said.

In a separate post on X,
Mr. Kharge said the Oppo-
sition INDIA bloc would
continue its democratic
struggle to protect every ci-
tizen’s vote and the
Constitution.

“As more skeletons tum-
ble out of the Election
Commission’s cupboard,
exposing Vote Chori, Modi-
Shah are trying hard to
suppress the people’s
movement! Why are they
protecting CEC Gyanesh
Kumar?” Mr. Kharge said
in a post on X. 

Cong. calls poll panel a�davit
on SIR ‘deceitful, duplicitous’
Congress chief lists alleged irregularities in SIR across 12 States, one Union Territory; asks why PM,

Shah are protecting the CEC; Congress �ags ECI’s changing statements on the additions to Form 6

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI The Digital News Publish-

ers Association (DNPA), a
group of 21 publishers
from across the media
spectrum, including ones
owned by the Ambani and
Adani groups, said the Un-
ion government’s new pri-
vacy law will “shut down
news rooms and usher in
an era of censorship”.

The DNPA, which repre-
sents 22 media publishers,
including The Hindu
Group Publishing Private
Ltd., urged a Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant to issue
notice to the Union govern-
ment on their plea for a
stay of the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023
and the Digital Personal
Data Protection Rules,
2025. The Supreme Court
issued notice to the Centre
and listed the case for de-
tailed hearing on Novem-
ber 17. “We cannot pass ex
parte orders of stay,” CJI
Kant said.

Senior advocate Madha-
vi Divan and advocate Anuj
Tiwari, appearing for the
DNPA, said the association
was not asking for a stay
but wanted the Centre to
address the court on their
plea for an interim stay of
the privacy law.

Contravention with law
“If I (publishers) am left to
the mercy of the data prin-
cipal [the individual to
whom the personal data
relates to], who is also em-
powered to exercise con-
trol over the personal data,
it will close down news
rooms… They are changing
the very concept of news,”
Ms. Divan submitted.

The CJI welcomed sug-
gestions from the DNPA on
how to balance the rights
of innocent citizens against
the misuse of Press free-
dom by the media while
protecting the latter’s right
to disseminate information
to the public.

“You (DNPA) are the
best person to tell us…
How do we ensure that a

balance is struck?” the CJI
addressed Ms. Divan.

The senior counsel said
the privacy law was not
meant for journalists at all.
The very objectives of the
law did not intend to fetter
journalistic freedom exer-
cised by traditional and re-
cognised media houses,
who were already regulat-
ed by bodies like the Press
Council of India.

“If we report inaccurate-
ly, we will su�er... Now
they are saying we have to
ask them before publish-
ing?” Ms. Divan
challenged.

The DNPA has argued
that the law was complete-
ly in contravention with
the law laid down by the
Supreme Court in its priva-
cy judgment, which held
the right inviolable and
fundamental to human dig-
nity and life. 

“They impermissibly
restrict the fundamental
right to information and
freedom of speech and ex-
pression,” the petition
said.

SC issues notice to Centre
on plea by news publishers
against data privacy law
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHIExpressing “deep con-

cern” about the escalating
tension and hostilities in
West Asia, parliamentary
leaders from the BRICS na-
tions slammed “unilateral
coercive measures” and
“unilateral economic sanc-
tions” imposed in the re-
gion as contrary to interna-
tional law.

A joint declaration is-
sued after deliberations led
by Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, at the end of the two-
day 12th BRICS Parliamen-
tary Forum on Tuesday, al-
so reiterated the need for a
‘two-state’ solution to the
Israel-Palestinian con�ict.
“We express deep concern
over the continued escala-
tion of tensions in Middle
East/West Asia and, recall-
ing our respective national
positions, call for exercis-
ing maximum restraint, as
well as avoiding actions
that could further aggra-
vate the situation,” it said. 

The joint declaration al-
so addressed the ongoing
con�ict in the Gaza Strip.
“We rea�rm our unwaver-
ing support for the peace-
ful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian con�ict based
on the two-state solution,
with the two States living
side by side, in peace and
security, in accordance
with international law and
relevant United Nations re-
solutions, asserting the
right of the Palestinian pe-
ople to self-determination,
freedom and an indepen-
dent, sovereign state,” it
said.

The Forum obliquely
addressed the U.S.-Israel
attack on Iran and the
BRICS stance against at-
tacks on member coun-
tries. “We call for the elim-
ination of such unlawful
measures which under-
mine international law and
the principles and purpos-
es of the UN Charter,” the
joint declaration said. 

It also condemned the
April 22, 2025 terror strike
in Kashmir’s Pahalgam.

BRICS Forum
raises concern
over hostilities
in West Asia

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The government led by Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah in Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday inducted four new faces in-
to the Council of Ministers, including
an old hand from Srinagar, Ali Muham-
mad Sagar, and a female face, Shamee-
ma Firdous, taking the total strength of
the Cabinet to nine in the Union Terri-
tory. Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha
administered the oath of o�ce and se-
crecy to Mr. Sagar, Ms. Firdous, Mir Sai-
fullah, and Altaf Kaloo at the Lok Bha-
van in Srinagar.

Satish Sharma, an Independent le-
gislator from Jammu, was dropped
from the Cabinet. He was holding the
portfolios of Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer A�airs; Information Tech-
nology; Youth Services and Sports; and
Transport, Science and Technology. 

The Congress, an ally of the ruling
National Conference, has decided to
stay away “till Statehood is restored”.

Four new faces join
Omar Abdullah’s
Cabinet in J&K

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The Congress on Tuesday
accused the Narendra Mo-
di government of obstruct-
ing the INDIA bloc’s pro-
posed “public
impeachment” of Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar on Octob-
er 30, alleging that permis-
sion to hold the event at
two venues had been de-
nied following police inter-
vention. The Delhi Police,
however, said they had re-
ceived no request for per-
mission to hold the pro-
posed mock impeachment
event.

“The government-run
Ashok Hotel had initially
granted permission for the

event but withdrew it fol-
lowing police interven-
tion,” Congress general se-
cretary (organisation) K.C.
Venugopal told reporters
earlier in the day.

Twenty-one INDIA bloc
parties had planned the
mock impeachment as a
curtain-raiser to the No-
vember 1 rally against al-
leged electoral irregulari-
ties and the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, Mr. Venugo-
pal said.

After the Ashok Hotel
event was obstructed, the
Congress decided to shift it
to Ramlila Maidan since
the party had booked the
venue from October 25 to
November 3, he said.

“The day before yester-

day, when our people
came to set up infrastruc-
ture, the police didn’t al-
low. This means it is not
the Delhi Police’s decision.
It is the decision of Prime
Minister [Narendra] Modi
and [Home Minister] Amit
Shah and they are protect-
ing their pet Gyanesh Ku-
mar,” Mr. Venugopal
alleged.

“Let it be very clear,
come what may, we will
not rest until Modi-Shah’s
puppet Gyanesh Kumar is
removed. If they stop us
here, we will go to Amit
Shah’s house, PM Modi’s
house, and stage a massive
dharna there. But we will
�ght to the �nish, until our
mission is accomplished,”
the Congress leader said.

The Congress had
sought permission only for
a rally at Ramlila Maidan
on November 1, which was
granted, subject to several
conditions, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Cen-
tral) Rohit Rajbir Singh told
The Hindu. No separate re-
quest for a mock impeach-
ment had been received,
he said.

According to the per-
mission letter issued by the
Central district police,
seen by The Hindu, the ral-
ly is scheduled to be held
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
November 1. The police
have provided a no-objec-
tion from the perspective
of law and order, subject to
the organisers obtaining
prior permission from the
land-owning authority.

The police have im-
posed conditions on CCTV
surveillance, security ar-
rangements, water and toi-
let facilities, tra�c man-
agement, and crowd
control. The organisers
have been directed to en-
sure that the rally remains
peaceful and concludes by
5 p.m. 

Govt. creating hurdles for protest, says Cong.
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

K.C. Venugopal

The Communist Party of
India (CPI) on Tuesday or-
ganised a human chain
from its party headquar-
ters Ajoy Bhavan to ITO in
New Delhi, demanding the
resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar, alleging that
the ongoing special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls had led to the dis-
enfranchisement of
citizens.

Addressing the gather-
ing, CPI general secretary

D. Raja said Mr. Kumar had
“lost the con�dence of the
people” and that his con-
tinuation as Chief Election
Commissioner posed a
threat to the credibility of
the electoral process. The
party demanded the im-
mediate rollback of the SIR
exercise. He also criticised
the denoti�cation of Jantar
Mantar as a protest site and
called for its reopening.

The CPI, in a statement,
said democracy could not
function e�ectively if citi-
zens were denied both
their voting rights and the
right to protest.

CPI forms human
chain demanding
CEC’s resignation
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The publication of her me-
moir is bound to create
some “tamasha” (sensa-
tion), but it will allow her
to set the record straight
and tell her story, Congress
Parliamentary Party Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi said
on Tuesday.

“There’s bound to be

some tamasha when this
book comes out. After all,
others have spent decades
telling my ‘story’, now it’s
my turn,” Ms. Gandhi said
in a post on X on Tuesday,
sharing a video o�ering a
glimpse of her memoir, Be-
longing: A Journey of Love,
scheduled for release on
November 10.

In the 1.28-minute vi-
deo, along with the post,

Ms. Gandhi is seen going
through the pages and re-
�ecting on whether she
should tell her entire story.

“I don’t know if I should
tell the whole story,” she
says, before recalling the
time her late husband,
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi, was asked to
become Prime Minister.
“When my husband was
asked to become the Prime

Minister, which I was total-
ly against....,” she said, as
the video moves on.

“Well, I felt that since a
lot had been written about
me and a lot of it was not
quite correct. It was either
invented or exaggerated.
So, it gave me a feel of be-
ing able to now put down
my story and describe
facts and things as they
really were,” she added.

Sonia Gandhi says her memoir is bound
to create ‘tamasha’ when it is released
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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True love knows no bounds. There have lived many great
saints. However, none comes anywhere close to Kannap-
pan, one of the earliest, if not the �rst of 63 Saivite saints.
His love for the Lord was such that he made o�erings that
were unconventional to say the least. None has done what
he did for the love of God. His devotion is proof that God
accepts what is o�ered with true love and raises the devo-
tee to an exalted state, said P. Swaminathan.

Born in Kalaththi into a hunter family, he is celebrated
by all, including Sambandar, Pattinatthar, Sundarar and
Tirunavukkarasar. Once, after a rich hunt, Thinnappan
climbed a hill and came across a naturally formed Sivalin-
gam. A wave of devotion swept over him and he rushed to
make o�erings to the Lord. He skewered a few pieces of
choice meat, plucked a few wild�owers and gathering
stream water in his mouth, he rushed back to the Lingam.
Removing the garland with his foot, he replaced them
with his �owers, and spitting the water on the Lingam to
cleanse it, he o�ered the meat with devotion and stood
guard through the night. A priest, who had been making
o�erings to the Lingam, was stunned to see the fresh o�er-
ings, which is when Siva decided to sport. Advising the
priest to hide behind Him, the Lord watched as Thinnap-
pan appeared, and began to bleed from one eye. Horri-
�ed, Thinnappan removed his eye and placed it on the
Lingam. Immediately, the other eye began to bleed. When
the devotee was about to o�er his other eye, and place it
with his foot on the lingam, Siva appeared, saying, “Stop,
Kannappa.” From then on Thinnappan became Kannap-
pan, the greatest devotee.

God accepts true love

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Bombay High Court on Tuesday granted
interim relief to actor Imran Khan by staying the
“leave India notice” issued against him by the
Foreigners Regional Registration O�ce (FRRO),
until the next hearing on November 2. The court
recorded an oral assurance from Additional
Solicitor-General Anil C. Singh, appearing for the
Centre, that the notice would be kept in
abeyance. Imran Khan, a U.S. citizen and
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholder, had
approached the High Court challenging the
notice issued following his alleged participation
in a protest against Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar at August Kranti Maidan.

HC stays ‘leave India notice’
against Imran Khan till Nov. 2

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Afterdark)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

1 Taxes a member at East Germany (6)

4 Dispense ORT after a serious shortage at the front (6)

8 Matador in Guatemala's somewhat a�ectionate (7)

9 Desperately needs intervention of medical examiner in the
estate (7)

11 Side rattled with maiden, bowler finishes early by gut (10)

12 Expression of displeasure as purse is picked at the front (4)

13 An apparatus for breathing given to learner in South Africa (5)

14 A diversion in team performance (8)

16 A runner has society's peripheral, perhaps (8)

18 Pandemonium at church, one obliges to vacate (5)

20 Teak, Rowan, Elm, Elders roots make a big plant (4)

21 Consensus is strong, without leader its rarity (10)

23 Joined in board, rainy in the flanks but has no trace of
moisture (4-3)

24 In part, husband at India interferes to constrain (7)

25 Fires drunk outside general hospital on Sunday (6)

26 Tucker Nelson's heart is at centre (6)

Down

1 Primate is seen behind ridge, hiding (5)

2 Upstart's standard very elementary, to begin with no clues
essentially (7)

3 Son and first brother persist to clean a hard surface, say (9)

5 That lady will attack (5)

6 Coroner ousts a section that is demanding (7)

7 Dogged cousin ate rolls (9)

10 Sponge cake made by small women is featuring on special list
(5,4)

13 Magnificent bird sighted at the biggest NFL game (5,4)

15 Reportedly clergy recruited a rogue at church leading to
corruption (9)

17 A cold person's in charge at electricity board above work unit
(7)

19 Fusion in raga overcoming resistance leads to charge (7)

21 Pothole on street at the parade (5)

22 Getting money at Qatar on time is testing (5)

14934

SCAN TO PLAY

H
eavy rain pounded
the northern dis-
tricts of Andhra

Pradesh on Tuesday, leav-
ing one dead and a trail of
destruction, while south-
ern Odisha remained on
edge as the ‘very severe cy-
clonic storm’ Arnab moved
closer to the coast.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), the storm is
likely to make landfall ear-
ly — around 2 a.m. to 4 a.m.
on Wednesday – near the
Yanam-Kakinada region in
Andhra Pradesh. Initially,
the IMD had said that the
landfall would take place
around forenoon on
Wednesday.

Jathara premises in Vi-
sakhapatnam rural mandal
saw Tuesday’s highest rain-
fall of 141.75 mm. Visakha-
patnam district, where ma-
ny places recorded rainfall
above 100 mm and strong
winds, bore the brunt of
the cyclone. At least 200
trees got uprooted within
the city limits.

Man dies
A 65-year-old man died at
Mangalapalem after he
came into contact with live

electrical wires that had
snapped and fallen into
water.

Due to the severity of
the storm on Tuesday, air-
lines cancelled at least 21
�ights in Vijayawada and
Visakhapatnam. At the Vi-
jayawada airport, �ve
�ights bound for Hydera-
bad, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Visakhapatnam and Kada-
pa were cancelled on Tues-
day. The authorities have
cancelled all �ights on
Wednesday as well.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu said 290 cyclone
shelters had been set up
and 84,396 people evac-
uated to safer locations. 

More than 30,000 �sh-
ing boats had been brought

back from the sea, while 93
Andhra Pradesh boats and
their crew were reported
safe at Gopalpur in Odisha.

Odisha on alert
The Odisha government
has begun evacuation of
over 48,000 people from
vulnerable southern dis-
tricts, sources in the go-
vernment said. Owing to
the prospect of landslips,
the government has shut
several ghat roads. 

The East Coast Railway
said 22 express and pas-
senger train services con-
necting Visakhapatnam,
Secunderabad, Kirandul,
Jagdalpur, Rourkela, Sam-
balpur, Rayagada, Howrah,
Bhubaneswar and Koraput
would remain cancelled or

regulated on di�erent
dates between October 27
and November 5. Similarly,
private bus operators have
also placed restrictions on
movement of their buses to
southern Odisha.

Strong winds 
Manorama Mohanty, Di-
rector of IMD, Bhubanes-
war, said southern districts
such as Malkangiri, Naba-
rangpur, Gajapati, Korap-
tut, and Rayagada could
experience wind speed
between 50 and 60 km per
hour gusting to 70 kmph. 

Thunderstorms accom-
panied with lightning and
gusty surface wind is likely
to occur at one or two plac-
es over the districts of Kala-
handi, Nabarangpur, Raya-
gada, Koraput, Malkangiri,
Gajapati, Ganjam on Wed-
nesday, said the IMD.

“We plan to shift 48,000
people from vulnerable
places to safer place in the
�rst phase in eight dis-
tricts. In Nabarangpur and
Gajapati district, 11,000
each will be evacuated. In
Malkangiri, 9850 people
have been identi�ed for
shifting. About 6,500 in
Ganjam and 5,000 in Kora-
put will take shelter in
identi�ed locations,” said
Special Relief Commission-
er Rajesh Pravakar Patil.

Cyclone Arnab to make early
landfall; heavy rain batters A.P.

Tree branches cover a car in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday as Cyclone

Arnab approached the coast. K.R. DEEPAK 

A.P. cancels several �ights, trains, and brings 30,000 �shing boats ashore; Odisha shuts ghat roads,

imposes transport restrictions, and begins evacuation of 48,000 people from southern districts

Nellore Sravani
Satyasundar Barik 
VIJAYAWADA/ BHUBANESWAR

A male cheetah cub that
was found with gunshot in-
juries outside the boundar-
ies of the Kuno National
Park in Madhya Pradesh
died on Tuesday during
treatment in Jabalpur. This
is the �rst such attack on a
cheetah since the begin-
ning of the reintroduction
programme for the species
in September 2022.

A four-member special
task force has been formed
to investigate the killing of
the cub, KNG22, after a hu-
man angle was con�rmed
with the recovery of �ve �-
rearm pellets from the bo-
dy, Chief Wildlife Warden
Samita Rajora told The Hin-

du. 
The special task force,

which consists of police
personnel and forest o�c-
ers from the region, has
been deployed in the Sheo-
pur Forest Division, where
the cub was found on Sun-
day, along with the State
Tiger Strike Force teams
that were dispatched on
Monday night, Ms. Rajora,
a Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests, said.

“We had brought the
cub to Jabalpur on Monday
where veterinarians led by
expert surgeon Dr. Shobha
Jawre performed an emer-
gency surgery on him,” she

said, adding that the cub
was found in an uncon-
scious state, without any
movement. 

Population down to 58 
Born to a female cheetah
named Nirva, the 19-
month-old male cub was
under observation but
died of injuries on Tuesday
morning. 

“We are probing all pos-
sibilities. Whether it is a
case of poaching or some-
one killed the cub thinking
it was a leopard, the per-
sons responsible will be
caught soon,” the forest of-
�cial said.

With the latest death,
the country’s total cheetah
population is down to 58,
of which 52 are at Kuno,
four at the Gandhi Sagar
Wildlife Sanctuary, and
two at Veerangana Durga-
vati Tiger Reserve.

Cheetah cub dies of
gunshot injuries in
M.P.; probe launched

A special task force has been

formed to probe the killing.

REPRESENTATIVE PHOTO

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The Kolkata Police on
Tuesday paraded three
men shirtless through a lo-
cality with ropes tied
around their waists. The
trio had been arrested on
Monday for forcing a teen-
age boy, his father, and a
friend to walk naked
through the same area af-
ter the boy met a girl from
their family. 

Raising concerns, Asso-
ciation for Protection of
Democratic Rights secre-
tary Ranajit Sur said, “The
family that committed the
crime must be tried under
the law, but what the pol-
ice did today is a bigger
crime, because the police
represent the state, not
themselves as individuals.
This is like saying an eye
for an eye. This is the way
to normalise revenge.” 

Police parade
accused held
for forcing 3
to walk naked

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA The Supreme Court on

Tuesday said “economic
policy” could not take pre-
cedence over the lives of ci-
tizens as it questioned the
Centre over its approach to
regulating the prices of es-
sential medicines.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta questioned Addi-
tional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, appear-
ing for the Centre, over the
failure of the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) to cap
trade margins on essential
medicines despite con-
cerns over excessive mar-
kups. It also sought to
know why such a ceiling
had been imposed on cer-
tain anti-cancer drugs only
after the court’s interven-
tion. Earlier this month,
the NPPA, the govern-
ment’s drug-price regula-

tor, capped trade margins
on 137 non-scheduled anti-
cancer medicines at 30%
of their maximum retail
price (MRP). The revised
prices are set to take e�ect
from November 9.

“For so many years,
why were you silent? Sud-
denly, you decided to cap
trade margins of cancer
drugs?... Don’t force us to
ask harsh questions,” the
Bench remarked.

The oral observations
came during the hearing of
petitions �led by advocate
Kishan Chand Jain and

paediatric surgeon Sanjay
Kulshrestha seeking stric-
ter enforcement of price
controls under the Drugs
(Prices Control) Order,
2013, (DPCO) to curb dis-
proportionate margins
across the pharmaceutical
supply chain.

Ms. Bhati, however, told
the Bench that “complete
government control” over
essential medicines could
adversely a�ect the mar-
ket. “We want investments
to also come here... We can
make these interventions
from time to time, but
complete control is not the
answer,” Ms. Bhati
submitted.

The Bench also ques-
tioned why the 16% retailer
margin prescribed under
the DPCO should not apply
to all essential medicines
and sought the basis for
classifying drugs as sche-
duled or non-scheduled.
While scheduled formula-
tions are subject to govern-

ment-�xed price ceilings,
non-scheduled medicines
remain outside this
framework.

“How do you decide
which medicine is essen-
tial and which is not? Why
should all medicines not
be essential? That is where
the game is... the NPPA
seems to be totally de-
funct,” Justice Mehta
remarked.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for an
association of hospitals,
defended the steep mar-
kups on essential medi-
cines, including anti-can-
cer drugs, contending that
capping such margins
would make hospital oper-
ations �nancially unviable.
The Bench, however, dis-
missed the contention, re-
marking that patients
could not be subjected to
“dacoity”. It reserved its
order in the matter and
gave the parties two weeks
to �le their submissions.

Economic policy cannot outweigh
citizens’ lives: SC on medicine prices
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

SC questioned the Centre over

its approach to regulating

medicine prices. FILE PHOTO

The National Confedera-
tion of Pensioners’ Asso-
ciations (NCPA), an organi-
sation representing retired
employees of Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs) and
exempted Provident Fund
Establishments, has writ-
ten to President Droupadi
Murmu urging her inter-
vention to address the de-
lay in providing higher
pension based on higher
wages. 

The pensioners said in
the letter that higher pen-
sion is no more a disputed
issue as the Supreme Court
has passed an order on the
matter and the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) is creating un-
necessary delays and bu-
reaucratic hurdles to deny
pension. The NCPA said
that the President must ex-

ercise her “august moral
authority” and direct the
Union Ministry and the EP-
FO to immediately with-
draw an EPFO circular dat-
ed January 18, 2025. They
alleged that the circular
was designed to nullify
laws passed by Parliament
through executive internal
orders. 

They have also demand-
ed that an immediate litiga-
tion audit must be con-
ducted to withdraw all
“frivolous appeals” against
settled High Court judg-
ments. “Direct the accep-
tance of Joint Options for
pension on higher wages
without punitive interest
penalties accrued solely
due to EPFO’s administra-
tive delays, and the esta-
blishment of a time-bound
mechanism to grant imme-
diate relief to ageing pen-
sioners,” the organisation
said in the letter.

Retired PSU sta� ask
President to expedite
pension hike rollout
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has assigned the additional
charge of Director-General
of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) to Sanjay
Singhal, who heads the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
with e�ect from October
31, when incumbent Sha-
trujeet Singh Kapoor re-
tires. 

The ITBP guards the
3,488-km border with Chi-
na, while the SSB guards
borders with Nepal and
Bhutan. On October 22,
Mr. Kapoor said at an ITBP
event in Rajasthan that
“face-o�s with Chinese
troops continue at several
locations in Arunachal Pra-
desh”, leading to a political
uproar and demands by
the Opposition parties for
clarity on the extent of Chi-
nese incursion.

SSB D-G Sanjay
Singhal given
additional
charge of ITBP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government informed the Supreme
Court on Tuesday that it is contemplating a
policy framework to tackle the menace of child
pornography and the circulation of
non-consensual explicit content involving adults.
Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta submitted before
a Bench that the proposed law might extend to
imposing liability on intermediaries not just to
take down o�ensive content, but also to apprise
authorities about the uploading of the content.
During the hearing, senior advocate Aparna
Bhat, appearing for NGO Prajwala, apprised the
top court about the absence of safeguards for
adults and the circulation of non-consensual
content online, including sexual assault videos.

Centre mulls law to curb child
pornography, explicit content
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Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (TMB) reported its
highest-ever quarterly net pro�t of ₹451.14 crore
in the second quarter of FY27, registering a
42.09% year-on-year (YoY) increase on the back
of strong core banking income and improved
cost e�ciency. However, the bank expects its
provisioning requirements under the upcoming
expected credit loss (ECL) framework to rise
further as its balance sheet expands. Total
business grew 27.25% YoY to ₹1.30 lakh crore.

TMB posts record ₹451-cr. net
braces for higher provisioning

INBRIEF
�

JERA Co., Inc., which produces a third of Japan’s
power and is one of the largest global LNG buyers
and AM Green Ammonia (India) have entered
into a pact for long-term supply of green
ammonia made in India. Under a Binding Heads
of Agreement (HoA), AM Green would supply
about 70,000 tonne green ammonia a year over
�ve years with the potential to extend the term
for additional supply. The green ammonia will be
made at AM Green’s Kakinada facility in A.P.

AM Green to supply JERA
green ammonia in Japan

Engineering major Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
reported a 32.5% rise in consolidated net pro�t to
₹5,202.10 crore for the quarter ended September
2026, driven by higher revenue. The company
posted a consolidated net pro�t of ₹3,926.09
crore in the year-ago period. L&T achieved
consolidated revenue of ₹78,750 crore for the
reporting quarter, up 16% year on year, driven by
accelerated progress across its businesses, the
company said in a statement. PTI

L&T net up 33% to ₹5,202 cr.
in Q2 on higher revenue

S
tate-owned Coal In-
dia Ltd (CIL) raised
its capital expendi-

ture by 27% year-on-year
(YoY) to ₹7,966 crore in the
�rst half of the current �-
nancial year, exceeding its
stipulated target of ₹7,286
crore for the period.

CIL used over 48% of an-
nual capex outlay of
₹16,500 crore, re�ecting a
strong investment push to-
wards boosting mining in-
frastructure, expanding
operational capacity and
improving coal evacuation.

Mine infrastructure de-
velopment, land acquisi-
tion, plant and machinery,

and diversi�cation togeth-
er accounted for 79% of the
expenditure during the
April-September period.

“These strategic invest-
ments are expected to
strengthen the company’s
operational capabilities

and support the achieve-
ment of its production and
supply targets for the on-
going �nancial year,” Coal
India said. Mine infrastruc-
ture development account-
ed for the largest share of
capex at ₹2,152 crore.

Coal India H1 capex
up 27% to ₹7,966 cr.,
exceeds the set target

Bigger, stronger: Strategic investments are expected to strengthen

the company’s operational capabilities. REUTERS

The mining �rm’s capital expenditure in the �rst half of the �scal year

surpassed the stipulated target of ₹7,286 crore for the period

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Tata Motors’ acquisition of
Italian commercial vehicle
maker Iveco Group is near-
ing completion, with its
wholly owned subsidiary,
TML CV Holdings B.V., se-
curing 89.42% of the com-
pany’s common share cap-
ital, net of treasury shares,
through its voluntary total-
itarian tender o�er.

In an exchange �ling,
Tata Motors Ltd said TML
CV Holdings B.V., acting
through its parent, TML CV
Holdings Pte. Ltd., had re-
ceived 238,157,212 com-
mon shares of Iveco Group
N.V. tendered in accep-
tance of the o�er.

Condition satis�ed

“Based on the provisional
results of the O�er (subject
to con�rmation) and tak-
ing into account the accep-
tances of the O�er record-
ed as of the date hereof,

the Threshold Condition
has been satis�ed,” the
company stated. The �nal
results of the o�er will be
announced on October 29.

The consideration for
each common share ten-
dered comprises the initial
o�er price of €14.10, inclu-
sive of dividends, plus an
additional €0.30, also in-
clusive of dividends, taking
the aggregate considera-
tion to €14.40 per share.

The transfer of owner-
ship of the shares tendered
during the acceptance pe-
riod, against payment of
the consideration, is sche-
duled for October 30. In
2025, Tata Motors an-
nounced plans to buy Ive-
co, excluding its defence
business, in a deal valued
at around €3.8 billion.

Tata Motors inches
closer to acquiring
Italy’s Iveco Group
Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI
Inclusive of dividend,
the aggregate price
for the deal rises to
to €14.40 per share

Car market leader Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd. reported
a 26.4% dip in consolidated
net pro�t for the second
quarter ended September
to ₹2,466.1 crore on higher
input costs resulting from
the West-Asia con�ict even
as revenue rose sharply,
driven by record quarterly

vehicle sales volumes.
The auto major had

posted a net pro�t of
₹3,349 crore in the same
quarter of the previous �s-
cal, a regulatory �ling to
the exchanges showed.

During July-September,
revenue from operations
rose to ₹53,355.5 crore
against ₹42,344.2 crore in
the same period of 2025-26
�scal, the automaker said.

Maruti Suzuki Q2 net
dips to ₹2,466.1 crore

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Fresh non-performing as-
sets (NPA) in the banking
sector are likely to increase
in the current �scal, with
private sector banks ex-
pected to face relatively
higher pressure due to
their exposure to unse-
cured retail and micro,
small and medium enter-

prise loans, according to a
report.

Ratings agency Icra ex-
pects the trend of relatively
higher loan slippages at
private sector banks to
continue in the second half
of FY27, even as credit
costs are projected to stay
favourable and signi�cant-
ly below historical levels.

According to the rating
agency’s estimates, the

fresh NPA generation rate
for public sector banks is
projected at 0.8% in FY27,
while that for private sec-
tor banks is estimated at
2.5%.

In absolute terms, fresh
NPA is estimated at ₹1 lakh
crore in FY27 for State-
owned banks and ₹1.3 lakh
crore for private banks, ac-
cording to the report re-
leased on Tuesday.

‘New bad loans may rise in FY27;
private banks to face pressure’

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI

Microsoft has o�ered
60,000 employees, or
about 27% of its global
workforce, voluntary
buyouts as the software
giant spends heavily on ar-
ti�cial intelligence (AI).

Chief people o�cer
Amy Coleman said in a
blog post Monday that the
company’s voluntary exit
o�er was available to eligi-
ble employees in Canada,
India, the United Kingdom
and the United States.

“The Voluntary Exit O�-
er is new for us,” Ms. Cole-
man wrote. “We’ll learn
from it. At the same time,
we’ll keep helping people
focus on the work that mat-
ters most, build new skills
and, where it makes sense,
�nd new opportunities
across Microsoft.”

The company, which re-
leases its quarterly �nan-
cial performance Wednes-
day, had approximately
2,23,000 full-time em-
ployees at the end of June.

MS o�ers 27%
sta� voluntary
buyouts on
hastening 
AI spend 

A view shows a Microsoft logo

at the company’s o�ice at

Issy-les-Moulineaux, near Paris.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

India’s infrastructure in-
vestment trusts (InvITs)
are attracting more inves-
tors, creating a potential
avenue to channel domes-
tic savings into roads, pow-
er transmission networks
and other income-generat-
ing infrastructure assets.

The number of investors
in listed InvITs rose to 6.53
lakh in the �rst quarter of
FY27, while assets under
management (AUM) in-
creased to ₹7.3 lakh crore,
according to the Bharat In-
vITs Association (BIA). 

Distributions to unithol-
ders during the quarter
stood at ₹5,923 crore, tak-
ing cumulative payouts
since the sector’s inception
beyond ₹97,000 crore.

The growth comes as In-
dia faces mounting �nanc-
ing requirements for in-
frastructure expansion.
While government spend-
ing and foreign investment
remain important, house-
hold savings and invest-
ments held by mutual
funds, insurers and pen-
sion funds could provide a

larger pool of long-term
capital, according to indus-
try executives.

InvITs o�er a route to
connect these savings with
operational infrastructure
assets. Investors buy units
in trusts that own such as-
sets and receive distribu-
tions from the income gen-
erated, without directly
�nancing or managing the
underlying infrastructure.

“India’s next infrastruc-
ture �nancing challenge is
creating e�cient pathways
for enormous pool of local
savings to reach infrastruc-
ture,” said Gaurav Chand-
na, ED and Joint CEO, Ver-
tis Infrastructure Trust.

The model also helps
developers monetise com-
pleted, revenue-generating
assets, freeing up capital
for new projects. 

InvITs look at a bigger slice of
India's vast household savings
Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

Lower entry barriers are an

attraction to invest in InvITs.

Amid concerns over the
impact of the proposed
changes in insurance dis-
tribution, IRDAI Chairman
Ajay Seth on Tuesday as-
sured the industry that the
regulator will implement
the reforms only after
reaching a consensus.

Speaking at an event
here, Mr. Seth said the reg-
ulator will work to expe-
dite claims in the case of
health policies.

Mr. Seth said he has
been meeting people ex-
tensively since the release
of the discussion paper on
distribution reforms to

hear out the industry’s
concerns.

“I’m in the listening
mode, hearing what the
concerns are…,” he said,
adding release of the paper
has generated a necessary
dialogue around the insu-
rance sector’s role and the
changes that are required.

“I’ll attempt to build
consensus for the reforms
needed for the sector and
for economy,” he added.

‘IRDAI to implement
distribution reforms
only after consensus’

The regulator will
work to expedite
claims in the case of
health policies, says
Mr. Ajay Seth

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI

RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra advised State govern-
ments to adopt prudent
borrowing strategies and
ensure quality spending,
highlighting importance of
long-term �scal health.

Addressing the 36th
Conference of State Fi-
nance Secretaries, the Go-
vernor also advised States
to make e�ective use of the
State Level Bankers’ Com-
mittee (SLBC) forum.

Mr. Malhotra highlight-
ed the importance of main-
taining the quality of ex-
penditure to ensure the
long-term �scal health of
the States.

‘Adopt
prudent
borrowing
strategies’

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0
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Talking point: SRM students engaging in a discussion at the

Semiconductor Summit 2026 in Chennai on Tuesday. M. SRINATH

X

Exchange of ideas: An attendee posing a question to the panellists

after a discussion at the summit. M. SRINATH 

X

Rapt attention: A section of crowd that attended the four panel

discussions at the summit.S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

X

Show and tell: A student explaining  the latest advances in the

semiconductor industry to an attendee. M. SRINATH

I
ndia needs to streng-
then capabilities
across the semicon-

ductor value chain, from
manufacturing and mate-
rials to research and spe-
cialised skills, to reduce de-
pendence on foreign
technologies and build a
resilient domestic ecosys-
tem, Dr. Kamaljeet Singh,
Director-General of the
Semiconductor Laborato-
ry (SCL), Mohali, said on
Tuesday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the Semicon-
ductor Summit 2026, or-
ganised by SRM Institute of
Science and Technology in
association with The Hin-

du, he said India had a sig-
ni�cant presence in semi-
conductor design but
remained dependent on
foreign suppliers for criti-
cal inputs, including elec-
tronic design automation
(EDA) tools.

Mr. Singh said the coun-
try needed to overcome

several challenges to be-
come a technological pow-
er. “Technology is one of
the challenges, talent is
one of the challenges, re-
sources is one of the chal-
lenges, time is the chal-
lenge, acceptability is the
challenge and capital is the
challenge,” he said.

He said India needed to
build capabilities not only

in chip design and fabrica-
tion but also in the sup-
porting supply chain, in-
cluding manufacturing
equipment, raw materials,
chemicals, gases and pack-
aging materials. Semicon-
ductor supply chains were
concentrated in a small
number of countries, mak-
ing access to these inputs
critical, he said.

He highlighted the need
to connect research with
manufacturing, arguing
that developing semicon-
ductor technologies re-
quired researchers, pilot
lines, manufacturing facili-
ties and industry participa-
tion. “You need a lot of re-
searchers to come into
place, you need a manufac-
turing unit, you need a lot

of technology to be deve-
loped to attain the system
design and architecture,”
he said.

Mr. Singh said the India
Semiconductor Mission
had supported the deve-
lopment of domestic capa-
bilities. Under the �rst
phase, ₹76,000 crore had
been pumped in, with 12
projects approved, �ve of
which had been operation-
alised and another expect-
ed to become operational,
he said.

The second phase of the
mission had six pillars, in-
cluding chip design, manu-
facturing, materials and
machinery, with research
and development and skill
development added as two

further areas of focus, he
said. He stressed that India
needed to strengthen spe-
cialised engineering and
manufacturing capabilities
alongside its existing de-
sign talent.

Mr. Singh highlighted
SCL’s e�orts to make semi-
conductor design educa-
tion more accessible
through open-source tools.
The laboratory had inte-
grated its process design
kit (PDK) with open-source
tools so that students un-
able to a�ord commercial
EDA software could learn
chip design. 

He said SCL was also
working with academic in-
stitutions and startups and
had introduced training
programmes, internships
and faculty development
initiatives. 

SCL also supplied chips
for space programmes, in-
cluding Chandrayaan-3,
and was working towards
developing integrated solu-
tions combining sensors
and chips with software
and �rmware.

India needs to strengthen capabilities
across value chain: Kamaljeet Singh

Michael Hasper, Consul-General of the Federal Republic of Germany; L.V. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu

Group; Kamaljeet Singh, Director-General of the Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL), Mohali; and 

C. Muthamizhchelvan, Vice-Chancellor of SRM Institute of Science and Technology. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

Director-General of the Semiconductor Laboratory highlights foreign dependence for critical inputs, and calls for stronger R&D, manufacturing

infrastructure and specialised skills; he also cites SCL’s e�orts to make semiconductor design education more accessible through open-source tools

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

G
ermany sees opportunities to deepen
semiconductor cooperation with
India, particularly in power

semiconductors, manufacturing
technologies, research and skill development,
with Tamil Nadu’s automotive and electronics
industries o�ering scope for closer industrial
partnerships, Michael Hasper,
Consul-General of the Federal Republic of
Germany, said on Tuesday.

Addressing the inaugural session of the
Semiconductor Summit 2026, Mr. Hasper
said semiconductors had become central to
economic competitiveness, technological
sovereignty and national security.

“The global semiconductor industry is no
longer simply another high-tech industry. It
has become a central element of economic
competitiveness, technological sovereignty,
and national security,” he said.

He said no single country controlled the
entire semiconductor value chain. The United
States was strong in chip design, Taiwan in
contract manufacturing of advanced chips,
South Korea in memory technologies and
Europe in specialised manufacturing
equipment.

This international division of labour had
enabled technological progress but had also
created strategic dependencies. The
challenge was to diversify and strengthen
supply chains without losing the advantages
of international cooperation, he said.

Areas for cooperation
Mr. Hasper said Germany and India had
established a framework for closer
semiconductor cooperation through a joint
declaration of intent on a semiconductor
ecosystem partnership during German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz’s visit to India in
January 2026.

The agreement was intended to encourage
closer links between companies, research
institutions and government agencies,
promote investment and support more
resilient supply chains, he said.

He identi�ed four areas in which the
countries could deepen cooperation, such as
chip design and research; power
semiconductors and industrial applications;
semiconductor manufacturing technologies
and supply chains; and skills and talent
development.

“Germany brings industrial technology
and manufacturing expertise. India brings
engineering talent, design capabilities, a
fast-growing market, and new industrial
ambitions,” he said.

Mr. Hasper said Tamil Nadu’s automotive
companies, engineering industries and
expanding electronics sector made it
well-placed to develop closer links with
German semiconductor companies.

Power semiconductors were particularly
important for electric vehicles, charging
infrastructure, renewable energy and
modern electricity grids. He said German
expertise in these areas could complement
India’s industrial investments and growing
demand. Mr. Hasper cautioned that e�orts to
reduce technological dependence should not
result in countries isolating themselves from
international partners. “After all,
technological sovereignty does not mean
technological isolation,” he said.

He called for cooperation based on mutual
bene�t, reciprocity and trust, with
intellectual property and sensitive
technologies appropriately protected.

‘India, Germany
could deepen
partnership in
semiconductors’

Michael Hasper, Consul-General of the Federal

Republic of Germany, at the Semiconductor Summit

in Chennai on Tuesday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN 
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India will require about
three lakh semiconductor
professionals by 2030,
with a greater pool of
skilled workers needed in
fabrication, packaging,
testing and semiconductor
equipment in addition to
chip design, C. Mutha-
mizhchelvan, Vice-Chan-
cellor of SRM Institute of
Science and Technology,
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of the Semicon-
ductor Summit 2026, or-
ganised by SRM Institute of
Science and Technology in
association with The Hin-

du, he said India had an
opportunity to expand its
semiconductor capabilities
but needed to address gaps
in manufacturing, talent
and the conversion of re-
search into commercial
products.

“The world will need
about one million semicon-
ductor professionals by
2030. India already gives
about one in �ve of the
world’s chip designers,” he
said, adding that the coun-
try’s requirements would
extend beyond design to
fabrication, packaging,
testing and equipment.

He said India’s semicon-
ductor market was already
worth more than $50 bil-
lion, while most of the
chips it used were import-
ed. “Factories alone will
not close that gap. We need
ideas, we need designs,
and we need people,” he
said.

Mr. Muthamizhchelvan
said universities needed to

change how they evaluated
research and focus on out-
comes such as patents,
prototypes and products
with commercial potential
rather than academic pu-
blications alone.

“We have been judging
our research and develop-
ment in terms of the publi-
cations that are coming out
from the research. And we
used to forget that. We
called this fund and for-
get,” he said.

SRM’s research
He said SRM was aligning
its research with national
missions, including those
covering arti�cial intelli-
gence, semiconductors
and quantum technolo-
gies. The university was
encouraging students to
work on problems identi-
�ed by industry and o�er-
ing academic credits for so-
lutions developed through
such projects.

Semiconductor deve-
lopment required exper-
tise across multiple disci-
plines, including physics,
chemistry, materials
science, chemical engi-
neering, mechanical de-

sign and computing, rather
than electronics alone, he
said.

He cited two projects in-
volving SRM students and
semiconductor companies
as examples of e�orts to
bring university research
closer to industrial
applications.

He also said India need-
ed to build its own techno-
logical capabilities rather
than remain primarily a
consumer of imported pro-
ducts. “The real chip is the
human mind. So if our
mind is tuned towards
making chips, then ob-
viously things will become
easier,” he said.

The V-C invited compa-
nies to work with SRM on
technical problems, esta-
blish joint laboratories, co-
guide doctoral and post-
graduate research, �le pa-
tents together and take
products to market. “Bring
us your hardest problem.
We’ll be happy to work on
those problems,” he said.

He said the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem would re-
quire sustained collabora-
tion rather than isolated
investments or initiatives.

SRMIST V-C �ags need for
more skilled workers, calls 
for sustained collaboration
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

C. Muthamizhchelvan, Vice-Chancellor of SRM Institute of Science

and Technology, at the summit on Tuesday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

A business-led discussion
at the Semiconductor Sum-
mit 2026 on Tuesday re-
volved around what four
companies need in order
to connect their technolog-
ical capabilities and create
a complete semiconductor
ecosystem in India

Speed, ease of business,
and international team-
work are crucial if India
wants to advance its semi-
conductor ecosystem, ac-
cording to four technolo-
gists and senior leaders.

During the business-led
session titled ‘From design
to fab: can India build a
complete semiconductor
ecosystem’ moderated by
Kunal Shankar, Deputy Bu-
siness Editor, The Hindu,

panel experts gave the au-
dience a reality check and
pushed back against ‘In-
dian tech versus the world’
narratives.

According to Dr. Suraj
Rengarajan, Managing Di-
rector and Principal Tech-
nologist, Applied Materials
India, tremendous ambi-
tions aimed at vertical inte-
gration of the semiconduc-
tor industry may not be
entirely possible and ne-
cessary either.

Dr. Rengarajan was �rm
in his belief that even
though India was a late en-
trant to the sector, the
country had design talent
on one end of the chain
and consumers on the oth-
er, with a network connec-
tion required between the
two.

“We need to make this
ecosystem happen be-

cause this addresses stra-
tegic areas that India
needs,” he said, highlight-
ing the links between sem-
iconductor capabilities
and India’s automotive, de-
fence, strategic, and
healthcare industries.

Other factors
While many expect cost to
be the de�ning factor, the
panel experts pointed at
other key variables: speed,
ease of doing business,
friendly collaboration, and
ensuring quality.

To highlight the impor-
tance of speed, Divya Gu-
rudutt, General Manager,
Krypton (India) Solutions,
shared an anecdote where
she revealed the di�culty
in importing a critical
chemical that had a shelf
life of three months.

She acknowledged that
Indian suppliers were in-
deed growing, but that ma-
ny were new entrants and
would require years before
the semiconductor ecosys-
tem could be exclusively
run through India.

Pointing to regions such

as Japan, Taiwan, and even
countries in Europe, Mar-
mik Bhatt, Founder and
CEO, Monk9 Tech Private
Limited, said that other in-
ternational power players
such as Qualcomm worked
with companies across the
world, including India, in
order to manufacture and
test their products.

Dr. Bhatt referred to the
semiconductor industry as
multi-disciplinary and glo-
bal, underscoring that eve-
rything cannot be made on
one country’s soil.

“I want people to take
risk. I want people to go
through the process and
make something happen.
So, I need more semicon-
ductor entrepreneurs,” he
said.

Alpa Sood, India Coun-
try Manager, Teradyne, im-
pressed on listeners the
importance of testing pro-
ducts, and ensuring invest-
ments earmarked speci�-
cally for R&D. “We have to
be reliable, we have to
make sure our yield is
good. We also have to show
them how fast we learn.”

Speed, global teamwork,
ease of business crucial to
advance ecosystem: experts
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Kunal Shankar, Deputy Business Editor, The Hindu; 

Suraj Rengarajan, MD and Principal Technologist, Applied Materials

India; Alpa Sood, India Country Manager, Teradyne; Marmik Bhatt,

Founder and CEO, Monk9 Tech; and Divya Gurudutt, General

Manager, Krypton (India) Solutions. M. SRINATH 
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Students of SRM Institute
of Science and Technology
(SRMIST) showcased re-
search on semiconductor
device modelling and pro-
cessor security, including
the design and fabrication
of a silicon carbide diode
with support from Indichip
Semiconductor.

Presenting their work at
Semiconductor Summit
2026, �nal-year students
Khyathi Atmakuru and
Dhruv John Sebastian out-
lined research initiatives

spanning integrated circuit
design, semiconductor
materials and power
devices.

The institute’s power
semiconductor research
includes silicon carbide
diodes, metal-oxide-semi-
conductor �eld-e�ect tran-
sistors (MOSFETs) and in-
sulated-gate bipolar
transistors (IGBTs) for rail-
way applications.

Simulation tools
The device-design work us-
es specialised simulation
tools to optimise device ge-
ometry, doping concentra-

tions and electric �eld dis-
tribution, with the aim of
improving performance,
breakdown voltage and
reliability.

The students said they
work with speci�cations
and problem statements
received from industry,
with designs evaluated by

industry experts for furth-
er optimisation and con-
sideration before fabrica-
tion and packaging.

They also highlighted

the importance of power
semiconductors in electric
vehicles, renewable energy
systems, industrial drives
and AI data centres, where
e�cient power conversion
is essential.

Taiwan conference
Separately, Mr. Sebastian
said he presented his re-
search on a secure trap-
handling architecture for a
three-stage RISC-V proces-
sor at the Pan Asia Confe-
rence on Circuits and Sys-
tems, held at National Sun
Yat-sen University in Tai-
wan in September.

“In simple terms, it is
about how a computer
processor can handle un-
expected problems safely.
When something goes
wrong, the processor must
identify that problem, save
the important information
it is dealing with and recov-
er without a�ecting what it
is doing normally,” he said.

The research involved
designing and simulating
the processor architecture
using Xilinx Vivado, fol-
lowed by waveform analy-
sis and performance eval-
uation. Potential
applications include em-

bedded systems, real-time
control systems and securi-
ty-critical computing.

SRMIST’s semiconduc-
tor research ecosystem is
supported by facilities in-
cluding VLSI simulation,
semiconductor fabrica-
tion, and process-integra-
tion laboratories, along-
side a student-led
Semiconductor Chip De-
sign Club.

The institute said it was
encouraging research at
undergraduate level and
students are exposed to in-
dustry problem state-
ments.

SRMIST students showcase research on semiconductor device modelling
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Work for the future: Final-year SRMIST students Dhruv John Sebastian and Khyathi Atmakuru

presenting their research at the summit on Tuesday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

India is not short of engi-
neers, but of engineers
who are ready to build
chips, panellists said on
Tuesday, arguing that the
talent gap facing the semi-
conductor mission was
one of practical compe-
tence, exposure and expe-
rience across the whole va-
lue chain, rather than of
numbers.

Speaking at a panel dis-
cussion on ‘Who will build
India’s chips? bridging the
semiconductor talent gap’
at the Semiconductor Sum-
mit 2026 here, Ranjith Ku-
mar T.C., Director,
PRSsemicon Technologies,
said the country had
10,000 to 15,000 engineer-
ing colleges and 15 lakh to
20 lakh engineers passing
out every year. 

“The actual shortfall is
not the number of grad-
uates that we have. The ac-
tual shortfall would be the
skilled or the industry rea-
dy engineers that we are
looking at,” he said, de-
scribing the shift needed as
one “from knowing to do-
ing,” that is, from learning
a concept to bringing out a
chip, inculcated during

college itself. 
Sujhatha, Senior Manag-

er, Guidance, Government
of Tamil Nadu, agreed that
India was not short of peo-
ple. India was home to
20% of the world’s semi-
conductor design talent,
she said, but manufactur-
ing was still nascent, leav-
ing a shortfall across out-
sourced semiconductor
assembly and test (OSAT),
wafer fabrication, mate-
rials and machines, which
is a gap the India Semicon-
ductor Mission, in its �rst
phase and now its second,
has been expanding
beyond fabrication and
OSAT to address across the
ecosystem. 

Vikas Makhija, Senior

R&D Director, Synopsys
Inc., said that the deeper
gap was of mindset. Indian
semiconductor start-ups
had innovated mainly in
services, he said, while the
United States and China
had the real designs.
Schemes such as Design
Linked Incentive (DLI),
which made electronic de-
sign automation tools ea-
sier to access, and Chips to
Startup, under which stu-
dents could learn the bas-
ics and design chips, could
change that, he added.

Basics �rst
Asked what he wished ev-
ery graduate entering the
industry had already un-
derstood, Mr. Makhija said

industry expectations had
never changed. 

“We still look for the
basics,” he said, pointing to
core electronics. Tools and
languages would keep
changing, and arti�cial in-
telligence (AI) was now en-
hancing productivity “by,
say, 10x or even 100x”, but
only for those who could
judge its output. “An aver-
age engineer using AI is
still not seeing a gain in
productivity, but a good
engineer using the same AI
is seeing 100x,” he said.

Shaik Ayman Hameed
Baig, a third-year B.Tech.
student in Electronics and
Communication Engineer-
ing at the SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
and the panel’s student
voice, said students tend to
become “the �rst custom-
ers for the chip, building
projects on it, rather than
the true designers”, with
many projects in robotics
and embedded systems,
but few in designing chips. 

With arti�cial intelli-
gence (AI) automation en-
tering Very Large Scale In-
tegration (VLSI) design,
students were confused on
what to learn — manufac-
turing, fabrication or de-
sign — he said. 

‘India already has enough engineers,
we are only short of chip-ready ones’ 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

N. Nagaraj, Vice-President, Content Analytics and Data, The Hindu,

with Ranjith Kumar T.C., Director, PRSsemicon Technologies; Vikas

Makhija, Senior R&D Director, Synopsys Inc; Sujhatha, Senior

Manager, Guidance, Government of Tamil Nadu; and Shaik Ayman

Hameed Baig, a third-year student SRMIST. M. SRINATH

T
he Semiconductor Summit 2026 conclud-
ed on Tuesday with a call for closer collab-
oration among the government, industry

and academia to build a self-reliant and globally
competitive semiconductor ecosystem in India.

Delivering the valedictory address, M San-
geetha, Professor and Head of the Department of
Electronics and Communication Engineering at
SRM Institute of Science and Technology
(SRMIST), said the summit had provided a plat-
form to nurture industry-ready talent, advance
chip design and research, and translate innovative
ideas into practical technologies.

The discussions during the summit covered
semiconductor technology, global competitive-
ness, defence applications, talent development,
and the journey from chip design to fabrication.

Dr. Sangeetha also underscored the impor-
tance of international cooperation in advancing
semiconductor research and innovation.

She thanked the speakers, panellists, student
presenters and delegates for their contributions,
and called for the collaborative spirit fostered by
the summit to be carried forward to translate In-
dia’s semiconductor ambitions into tangible
achievements.

Curtain call: M. Sangeetha, Professor and Head of the

Department of Electronics and Communication

Engineering at SRMIST, giving the vote of thanks. M. SRINATH

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Summit concludes 
with call for closer
collaboration

A
s geopolitical ten-
sions reshape the
global semicon-

ductor industry, India
needs to develop its own
technology capabilities, re-
duce critical supply-chain
dependencies, and build
resilience through interna-
tional partnerships, indus-
try leaders said at a panel
discussion on ‘The chip
war: technology, geopolit-
ics and India’s challenges’
at the Semiconductor Sum-
mit 2026 here.

The panellists said India
needed to identify areas
where it could develop
technologies of its own
while building domestic
manufacturing capabilities
and diversifying sources of
supply, as countries in-
creasingly seek to secure
access to semiconductor
technologies, materials
and manufacturing
capacity.

Sharat Kaul, India Re-
presentative, The Interna-
tional Electronics Manu-
facturing Initiative
(iNEMI), said the country
should not dismiss out-
sourced semiconductor as-
sembly and testing (OSAT)
projects as an inadequate
starting point. Semicon-
ductor manufacturing re-
quires specialised equip-

ment, materials, talent and
infrastructure, making it
necessary to build the eco-
system progressively. “We
have to crawl before we
walk. We have to walk be-
fore we run,” he said.

Mr. Kaul said semicon-
ductor sovereignty did not
mean producing everyth-
ing domestically.

“Sovereignty doesn’t
necessarily mean that we
do everything ourselves. It
means that we build re-
liance and resilience. A big-
ger part is really resi-
lience,” he said, citing the
importance of maintaining
multiple supply-chain op-

tions through partnerships
with friendly nations.

He also identi�ed ad-
vanced packaging, which
integrates multiple chips
on a single substrate, as an
opportunity for India to
narrow its technological
gap with established semi-
conductor manufacturing
countries.

“The tipping point in
the industry is going to be
advanced packaging,” he
said, pointing to the poten-
tial of two-and-a-half-di-
mensional and three-di-
mensional technologies
amid geopolitical tensions
and e�orts by countries

such as the United States to
bring advanced manufac-
turing within their
borders.

Sandeep Garg, CEO and
Board Member of Indichip
Semiconductors, said In-
dia needed to manufacture
semiconductor devices re-
quired by its own indus-
tries instead of relying on
imports.

“The time has come for
manufacturing and we
have to manufacture our
own devices,” he said.

Drawing on his industry
experience, Dr. Garg said
major semiconductor com-
panies had not established

fabrication facilities in In-
dia despite being present
in the country for decades.
India needed to create
greater domestic value ad-
dition rather than assume
its large market alone
would attract manufactur-
ing investment, he argued.

Indichip is setting up an
integrated device manufac-
turing facility covering fa-
brication, assembly and
testing, and �nal modules,
with an investment of
more than ₹15,000 crore,
he said. The company fo-
cuses on silicon carbide
power devices used in sec-
tors including energy, elec-
tric mobility, railways, de-
fence and data centres.

Dr. Garg estimated that
India’s silicon carbide mar-
ket could grow from about
₹13,000 crore in 2030 to ₹1
lakh crore by 2035.

However, domestic ma-
nufacturing faces gaps in
essential inputs. A silicon
carbide fabrication facility
uses 37 gases, of which In-
dia produces only four,

while it requires 42 chemi-
cals, most of which are not
manufactured domestical-
ly, he said.

Dr. Garg called for the
semiconductor sector to
be granted industry status
and for the government to
address the goods and ser-
vices tax burden on sup-
porting ecosystem players.
With semiconductor ma-
nufacturing projects taking
three to �ve years, he won-
dered how suppliers could
absorb the tax burden dur-
ing the long lead time.

Key concerns
Ravi Bhatkal, vice-presi-
dent of strategy at MacDer-
mid Alpha Electronics So-
lutions, said India needed
to develop domestic capa-
bilities in mining, re�ning
and materials production
while securing supplies
from multiple countries for
inputs it could not produce
locally.

Yogan Senthilkumar,
chief technology o�cer of
iVP Semiconductor, said
semiconductor education
needed to extend beyond
chip design to manufactur-
ing, assembly, testing, ma-
terials and equipment.

The panellists also dis-
cussed whether India
could compete with coun-
tries investing substantially
more capital in
semiconductors.

Chip war exposes semiconductor
vulnerabilities, industry leaders say

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

They stress the need for India to identify areas where it can develop technologies of its own while building domestic manufacturing capabilities and

diversifying sources of supply, as countries increasingly seek to secure access to semiconductor technologies, materials and manufacturing capacity 

Sharat Kaul, India Representative, The International Electronics Manufacturing Initiative; Sandeep Garg,

CEO and Board Member, Indichip Semiconductors Limited; Ravi Bhatkal, vice-president strategy,

MacDermid Alpha Electronics Solutions; and Yogan Senthilkumar, chief technology o�icer, iVP

Semiconductor at the Semiconductor Summit on Tuesday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN 

India’s increasingly net-
work-centric weapons —
from the BrahMos cruise
missile to the proposed Su-
darshan Chakra air de-
fence shield — will remain
vulnerable so long as the
semiconductors inside
them are imported, senior
defence scientists said on
Tuesday, calling for chips
to be designed, manufac-
tured and packaged end-
to-end in the country.

Speaking at a panel dis-
cussion on ‘Chips for the
next battle�eld: semicon-
ductors, AI & the future of
defence’ at the Semicon-
ductor Summit 2026 here,
Vijaya Kumar Saraswat,
former Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) Director-
General said warfare had
moved from platform-cen-
tric �ghting to network-
centric operations, in
which command, control
and communications rid-
ing on semiconductors de-
cide the outcome.

“What you saw in Oper-
ation Sindoor … is that we
are today more or less
equipped with complete
network-centric capabili-

ty,” Dr. Saraswat said. Su-
darshan Chakra, the multi-
layer, multi-domain air de-
fence system announced
by the Prime Minister,
would fuse data from satel-
lite, sea, air and land-based
sensors using arti�cial in-
telligence-enabled soft-
ware, he added. “But we
have realised that is not
enough for future warfare,
for long-duration warfare,
to take care of saturation
attacks.” Drone swarms, he
noted, now arrive “in hun-
dreds and thousands”, and
directed energy weapons
were needed alongside bal-
listic missile defence.

A. Sivathanu Pillai, foun-
der, former CEO and Ma-
naging Director of Brah-
Mos Aerospace, said

precision was the point at
which chips entered the
picture. Mr. Pillai is cur-
rently Sir CV Raman Chair
Professor, SRMIST.

A BrahMos missile given
a target’s coordinates
changes course within mil-
liseconds to secure a “bull-
seye hit”, he said. “How
has the intelligence come
to that? It is a processor
and the software. So semi-
conductors play a very im-
portant role there.” 

Most Indian defence sys-
tems are based on 28-na-
nometre chips, Dr. Pillai
said, while the world has
moved to 3 nanometres.
India is compensating for
weaker hardware with
software — for instance, by
collating data from multi-

ple GPS sources because it
does not have a military sa-
tellite giving it military-
speci�cation accuracy, but
that approach would not
be enough for hypersonic
systems, he argued.

“The government has
said that 3 nanometre we
will achieve sometime
around 2030 to 35. That is
too late in the present sit-
uation,” Dr. Pillai said,
warning that controls on
materials, devices and
chip-making equipment
were coming. 

Deleep Nair, Professor
in the Department of Elec-
trical Engineering at IIT-
Madras, traced how dom-
estic fabrication remains
far behind. India received
complementary metal-ox-
ide-semiconductor (CMOS)
technology from the Radio
Corporation of America
before Taiwan did, he said,
but the Semiconductor
Complex Limited (SCL) in
Chandigarh was shut for a
long period after a �re in
the late 1980s. 

The leading-edge tech-
nology running in India to-
day, at SCL, is 180 nano-
metres, which is the same
that Intel, AMD and IBM
had in the mid-1990s, he
said. 

Scientists push for end-to-end
manufacture of defence chips
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

John Xavier, Tech Editor, The Hindu, in conversation with Vijaya

Kumar Saraswat, Former Director-General, DRDO; Sivathanu Pillai,

Sir CV Raman Chair Professor, SRMIST; Deleep Nair, Professor,

IIT-Madras on Tuesday. M. SRINATH 
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DelhiWorld

X

At least 60 people were killed in two attacks in Ethiopia’s conflict-hit

Oromiya region in the past week, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

said. Church authorities said the dead were all Christians. The

regional government blamed the Oromo Liberation Army group

fighting government forces in Tigray region for the attacks. REUTERS

‘Attacks kill at least 60 Orthodox
Christians in Ethiopia in a week’

NAIROBI

AP
X

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian told his Russian counterpart

Vladimir Putin on Tuesday that West Asia can solve its problems

without the involvement of the U.S. “I believe we are capable of

resolving our problems in the region without relying on the U.S.,”

Mr. Pezeshkian said on the sidelines of a gas exporters’ summit. AFP

Iran President tells Putin West Asia
can solve problems without the U.S.

MOSCOW

REUTERS
X

Yemen’s Houthis said they targeted Saudi Arabia’s biggest oil

refinery in Ras Tanura with a ballistic missile on Tuesday, as blasts

shook the capital, Riyadh. The Saudi-led coalition fighting the

Iran-aligned group said it had intercepted three missiles towards

the Eastern Province and two ballistic missiles fired at Riyadh. AFP

Yemen’s Houthis claim attack on
Saudi re�nery, blasts shake Riyadh

RIYADH

REUTERS
X

Venezuelan interim President Delcy Rodriguez on Monday derided

the dramatic return from exile of Maria Corina Machado, signalling

immediate tensions. The Nobel peace laureate arrived back in the

country on Sunday after nearly a year, drawing jubilant crowds in a

direct challenge to Ms. Rodriguez’s U.S.-backed government. AFP

Venezuelan leader slams Machado
over dramatic return from exile 

CARACAS

AFP

Sport

A local truce between Uk-
raine and Russia aimed at
allowing humanitarian aid
into the Russian-occupied
city of Oleshky appears to
be holding, hours after
Russia �red missiles on a
university campus in Kyiv.

Both sides said the cea-
se�re brokered by U.S.
First Lady Melania Trump
had begun at 3:00 a.m. lo-
cal time.

The war-ravaged city in
Ukraine’s Kherson region
has been caught in middle

of the �ghting since 2022.
Former residents said that
those remaining in the city
were starving, lacked med-
icine and could not easily
leave.

Russia continued to
pummel the rest of Uk-
raine with air barrages.
Missiles struck a university
campus in Kyiv on Monday
wounding 12 people, Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said. In Russia,
two people were killed “as
a result of explosive devic-
es being dropped” on the
city of Bryansk, local auth-
orities said.

Truce brokered by
Melania Trump takes
e�ect in Ukraine city
Agence France-Presse
KYIV

Syria on Tuesday con-
demned air strikes on the
country’s south that Jordan
said killed more than 20 ‘ji-
hadists’ as retaliation for a
gun attack on a church.

The Monday night
strikes came after gunmen
last week killed nine peo-
ple at a Greek Orthodox
church in Jordan’s Karak
governorate. 

While Jordan has insist-
ed it coordinated its air
strikes with Syria, Damas-
cus has denied the claim

and said the strike killed
seven people. Jordan said it
had “great respect” for Sy-
ria and expressed regret
for civilian casualties.

Jordan’s government
spokesman Mohammad al-
Momani said the strikes
“killed more than 20 �ght-
ers of Daesh (Islamic State)
jihadist group”. 

Syria’s Foreign Ministry
issued a “condemnation
and rejection” of the
strikes, calling them “an
unacceptable violation and
breach of Syrian airspace
without any prior
coordination”.

Jordan says it killed
20 ‘jihadists’ in strikes
condemned by Syria
Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

P
rime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu,
�ghting for his pol-

itical life, scrambled to
bring out his base on Tues-
day as Israelis voted in re-
cord numbers in the coun-
try’s �rst election since the
October 7, 2023 attack. 

After casting his vote in
Jerusalem, Mr. Netanyahu
expressed worry over high
voting among Israel’s Arab
minority and warned of at-
tempts to “steal the
election”.

Nationwide turnout as
of 6:00 p.m. was 66.7%,
the highest at that point in
the day since such statistics
were �rst recorded in 1973,

the Central Elections Com-
mittee said.

The vote comes as Israel
looks increasingly isolated
on the world stage, driven
by the war in Iran and the
devastating military cam-
paign in Gaza, and vio-

lence in the occupied West
Bank. 

Tight contest
The last opinion polls
showed Mr. Netanyahu, Is-
rael’s longest-serving
Prime Minister, running

neck and neck with his
main rival Gadi Eisenkot, a
former military chief. 

Mr. Eisenkot’s Yashar
party on Tuesday warned
that Mr. Netanyahu was
“laying the groundwork to
challenge election results”.

Speaking at a polling sta-
tion, Mr. Eisenkot called on
Israelis to ignore distrac-
tions and vote to replace
“the worst government
since the state was
established”.

Some 7.3 million people
are eligible to vote, with
tens of thousands of Israe-
lis estimated to have �own
in from abroad for the
election.

Mr. Netanyahu has
pointed to Arab-Israeli par-
ties throughout the elec-

tion to stoke fears of a Pal-
estinian state. “We cannot
leave this battle here in the
hands of the left and the
Arab parties that want to
bring an end to the Jewish
state,” Mr. Netanyahu said,
urging Israelis to vote for
his right-wing Likud party.

United Arab List head
Mansour Abbas, who could
emerge as a kingmaker in a
close election, accused Mr.
Netanyahu of “lying and in-
citing” to mobilise his
voters.

Polling will close at 10
p.m. Final results could
take days to trickle in and it
is highly unlikely that any
single party will get the 61
seats needed for a majority
in the 120-member
Parliament.

Record turnout as Israelis vote in
polls centred around Netanyahu 

At the crossroads: A Likud party poster with Benjamin Netanyahu

and a Hebrew slogan ‘Right or Palestine’, in Beni Brak, Israel. AP

Nearly 67% of voters had cast ballots by 6 p.m. local time; Opinion polls show long-serving leader Netanyahu running neck

and neck with rival Gadi Eisenkot, a former military chief; Netanyahu worries over high voting among Israel’s Arab minority 

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Two British nationals have
been charged under the
United Kingdom’s National
Security Act in connection
with an incident last
month at Royal Air Force
(RAF) Fairford, a military
airbase used by the United
States.

Nouman Essghir, 24,
and Mohmed Ahmad Ab-
dulkarim, 24, from Lon-
don, were charged and
scheduled to appear in
court this week.

Mr. Abdulkarim was ar-
rested for allegedly assist-
ing a foreign intelligence
service. 

The country was be-
lieved to be Iran, according
to Laurence Taylor, the
Head of the U.K.’s National
Counterterrorism Policing
unit. 

Tehran has denied in-
volvement with the
incident.

Five men were arrested
as they approached the air-
base in three vans on Sep-
tember 27. This resulted in
the evacuation of residents
in the airbase area in
Gloucestershire.

The suspects were sub-
sequently released on pol-

ice bail, which led to criti-
cism from U.S. President
Donald Trump.

An Iranian-British dual
national was later arrested
and released on police bail
in early October.

Following the incident,
Washington had removed
its 12 B-1 bombers, used in
its strikes on Iran, from the
airbase.

Two charged for assisting
Iran over U.K. airbase plot
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Launch pad: A U.S. B-1 bomber on the tarmac at the RAF Fairford

base. Washington had used the facility to launch strikes on Iran. AFP

Brazil’s Flavio Bolsonaro,
politically isolated after re-
fusing to accept election
defeat, had his passports
cancelled on Tuesday as
speculation swirled over
his whereabouts.

Mr. Bolsonaro, 45, was
defeated by incumbent
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
81, on Sunday and is set to
lose his parliamentary im-
munity as his legal woes
pile up.

Mr. Bolsonaro last spoke
publicly on Monday after-
noon in a video on social
media saying he had been

banned from leaving the
country and ordered to
surrender his passports.

However, while he said
he would comply with the
order, he had failed to do
so by Tuesday afternoon.

“Flavio Bolsonaro’s
passports have been can-
celled,” a police source
said, adding that “there is
no formal record of him
leaving the country.”

Argentina’s Security Mi-
nistry denied media re-
ports that Mr. Bolsonaro
had entered the country.

“I never had any inten-
tion of leaving the country.
I will surrender my pass-
ports and defend myself
against this travesty,” Mr.
Bolsonaro said.

‘Headed to U.S.’
Citing two sources, Reuters
reported that the Brazilian
Senator had left the coun-

try for the United States. A
spokesperson for Mr. Bol-
sonaro did not respond to
a request for comment.

Mr. Bolsonaro’s brother,
Eduardo Bolsonaro, who
lives in Texas, U.S., had pu-
blicly encouraged him to
leave Brazil if he lost the
election.

Flavio Bolsonaro is un-
der legal scrutiny in several
cases, including a corrup-
tion probe over the �nanc-
ing of the biopic “Dark
Horse” about his father,
former President Jair Bol-
sonaro, who is under
house arrest for plotting a
coup.
(With inputs from Reuters)

Flavio Bolsonaro’s passports cancelled;
whereabouts unclear after poll defeat
Agence France-Presse
BRASILIA

Flavio Bolsonaro

The series may be sealed
and a much-needed break
is calling out for both India
and Zimbabwe before their
next international assign-
ments, but there’s still a
One-Day encounter left to
bring the curtains down on
this historic tour at the
BCA Stadium here on
Wednesday.

The host, with two mas-
sive wins, has every reason
to experiment without
fear. After a day’s break
where cafes were visited,
friends were met and last-
minute shopping lists were
ticked o�, the Indian team
had a full training session
under the hot afternoon
sun with local security and
venue sta� keenly watch-

ing how Baroda girl Yastika
Bhatia — yet to feature in
this series — was coming
along in the nets.

Harmanpreet Kaur, who
has been dealing with a
fever for a few days includ-
ing when she scored her
sensational hundred in the
second �xture, also had
some light hits against the

sight-screen before launch-
ing a few big shots straight
down the ground in the
nets.

But the bowling line-up,
with its inability to strike as
frequently as it might like,
has posed a few tough
questions to the think-
tank. If workload calcula-
tions work in her favour,

India might want to consid-
er handing seamer Nanda-
ni Sharma her India cap. 

With a testing multi-for-
mat tour of South Africa
coming up in December,
India will want to get any
last minute trials out of the
way here.

Zimbabwe players,
meanwhile, snuck a trip to
the Statue of Unity, around
90km away from Vadoda-
ra, while a few like the big-
hitting Sharne Mayers —
who missed the second
game due to a groin strain –
stayed back to complete
recovery.

The Lady Chevrons
have their task cut out.
They are yet to get to the
50-over �nish line, falling
short valiantly by barely a
few balls. The side also has
the 230-250 mark as a box
to tick and will hope to end
its India sojourn on a high.

Match starts at 2 p.m.

India likely to experiment in �nal ODI

ZIMBABWE IN INDIA

Lavanya L.
VADODARA

On a roll: The Women in Blue have been dominant in the 

white-ball series against Zimbabwe. X@BCCIWOMEN

Harry Kane became En-
gland’s �rst Ballon d’Or
winner, since Michael
Owen in 2001, on Monday,
beating out sti� competi-
tion from Lamine Yamal
and Kylian Mbappe.

Alexia Putellas claimed
the women’s prize for a
third time to extend
Spain’s domination of the
award, thanks to her role
in leading Barcelona to last
season’s Champions
League before moving to
London City Lionesses.

The 33-year-old Bayern
Munich forward struck a
remarkable 73 goals in 65
games for club and coun-
try last season, propelling
the German giant to a
league and cup double.

He also scored six times
as England �nished third at
the World Cup.

“Without you guys (his
Bayern Munich team-
mates) and the rest of the
team it wouldn’t be possi-
ble, the way you guys push
me, the way we compete.
So thank you very much,”
he said. “Being a number
nine for Bayern and En-
gland you are expected to
score goals and to do that
the number of times I did
last year is something I’m

really proud of,” said the
England captain.

Luis de la Fuente was
named men’s coach of the
year for leading Spain to
World Cup glory. Barcelo-
na’s Pere Romeu scooped
the prize for women’s
coach of the year.

Spanish duo Unai Simon
and Cata Coll were named
best men’s and women’s
goalkeeper.

Kane, Putellas win Ballon d’Or

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Smacking success! Kane and Putellas were rewarded for their

prolific display the past season. AFP

A rejuvenated Sri Lanka
routed Pakistan by eight
wickets on Tuesday to end
England’s hopes of reach-
ing the ODI tri-series �nal.

Fast bowler Dilshan Ma-
dushanka grabbed a ca-
reer-best �ve for 34 as Pa-
kistan was skittled for 110.

Sri Lanka, which chased
down the second-highest
target in ODI history of 430
against England in Rawal-
pindi, romped home in 18.1
overs as skipper Kamindu
hit an unbeaten 62.

The scores: England 110 in 25.3
overs (Madushanka 5/34) lost to
Sri Lanka 114/2 in 18.1 overs
(Kamindu 62 n.o.); Toss: Lanka;
PoM: Madushanka.

Lanka drubs
Pakistan,
eliminates
England

Associated Press
LAHORE 
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Delhi Sport

X

Abhishek Sharma overtook Virat Kohli to become the Indian batter

with the most T20 centuries. His 38-ball 113 against the Kiwis on

Tuesday was his 11th. Only Chris Gayle (22) and Babar Azam (13) are

above him. Abhishek also tied with Suryakumar Yadav for the

second-most T20I tons for India (four) behind Rohit Sharma (five).

Abhishek overtakes Kohli for the
most T20 centuries by an Indian

RACING AWAY

CREIMAS/BCCI
X

India broke the record for the most runs scored in the PowerPlay of

a T20I against New Zealand in Wellington on Tuesday. The opening

combination of Abhishek Sharma and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi

plundered 118 o� the first six overs. India bettered Romania’s 116

for no loss in 5.4 overs against Serbia in a 10-wicket win in 2021.

India shatters record for most runs
scored in PowerPlay of a T20I 

GOING HAMMER AND TONGS

AP
X

Absolutely stunning. Even when I went out to bat it was seaming,

Sanju (Samson) and me were like, how did they manage to score so

much! The way they played was exceptional. It was amazing the

way the lads rose to the occasion, mind boggling — India captain

Shreyas Iyer praising Abhishek Sharma and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.

Skipper Shreyas heaps praise on
Abhishek and Sooryavanshi

SENSATIONAL PERFORMANCE

AFP
X

New Zealand captain Matt Santner acknowledged the di�iculty of

containing India’s aggressive batting. “We’ve seen it in the IPL and

obviously we are seeing it here in New Zealand. To get 200 on a

wicket like that was nice. They showed how to bat. Guys who have

gone in have kicked on, it’s tough to defend against these guys”.

Pretty tough to defend against
India, admits Kiwi captain Santner

DIFFICULT TASK

AFP

NEW ZEALAND

Tim Seifert c Axar b Arshdeep 2
(6b), Finn Allen c Dhir b Nitish 40
(25b, 5x6), Daryl Mitchell (not out)
89 (52b, 5x4, 5x6), Glenn Phillips c
& b Axar 17 (14b, 3x4), Bevon
Jacobs (not out) 39 (23b, 4x4,

1x6); Extras (lb-7, w-4): 11; Total
(for three wkts. in 20 overs): 198.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-4 (Seifert, 1.2 overs), 2-90 (Allen,
8.3), 3-123 (Phillips, 11.6).

INDIA BOWLING

Bhuvneshwar 4-0-40-0, Arshdeep
4-0-33-1, Prince 4-0-44-0, Axar
4-0-36-1, Nitish 4-0-38-1.

INDIA

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi c Mitchell
b Fisher 45 (19b, 4x4, 4x6),
Abhishek Sharma c Phillips b
Jamieson 113 (38b, 9x4, 11x6),
Sanju Samson b Jamieson 18

(13b, 2x4), Shreyas Iyer c Phillips
b Santner 5 (10b), Tilak Varma
(not out) 1 (1b), Naman Dhir (not
out) 4 (1b, 1x4); Extras (lb-1, nb-2,
w-10): 13; Total (for four wkts. in
13.2 overs): 199.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-133 (Sooryavanshi, 7.1), 2-178
(Abhishek, 9.6), 3-193 (Shreyas,
12.4), 4-195 (Samson, 13.1).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING

Du�y 2-0-44-0, Milne 2-0-33-0,
Bracewell 2-0-36-0, Jamieson
3.2-0-45-2, Fisher 1-0-23-1,
Santner 3-0-17-1.
Toss: India; PoM: Abhishek.
India won by six wickets with 40

balls to spare and took an

unassailable 3-0 lead in the

five-match series.

Fourth T20I: October 30,
Auckland, 12.30 p.m. IST.

SCOREBOARD

�

A
n aggressive part-
nership by Abhish-
ek Sharma and

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi pro-
pelled India to a six-wicket
win and a series victory ov-
er New Zealand in the third
T201 here on Tuesday.

India sewed up the �ve-
match series with two
games to spare, chasing
down New Zealand’s total
of 198 in just 13.2 overs,
Abhishek blasting 113 and
Sooryavanshi 45.

The opening pair com-
bined for a 133-run part-
nership o� just 7.1 overs,
obliterating the New Zea-
land bowling attack with
one of the most destructive
partnerships in T20I
history.

The �rst Jacob Du�y ov-
er went for 26 runs, and
the openers never let up.

Abhishek hit nine fours
and 11 sixes in his 38-ball
knock, receiving a standing
ovation when he eventual-
ly fell to Kyle Jamieson.

By that stage, India had
reached 178 for two after
just 10 overs.

Sooryavanshi was pro-
moted to open alongside
Abhishek after batting at
No.3 in the second T20,
hitting four fours and as
many sixes in his 19-ball
innings.

India won the toss for
the third time in three
matches and again elected
to bowl. Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar and Arshdeep Singh
extracted prodigious seam
from the pitch, beating the
outside edge of New Zea-
land openers Tim Seifert
and Finn Allen. Seifert top-

edged Arshdeep for two,
before Daryl Mitchell
joined Allen and combined
for an 86-run partnership.

Mitchell was quick to as-
sess the conditions and
moved around the crease
in order to counteract the
seam movement. He
seized on shorter bowling
with powerful strikes to
the short square boundar-
ies, hitting �ve fours and
the same number of sixes
in his 89 from 52 balls.

The fourth T20I is at
Auckland on Friday.

The southpaw smashes a 38-ball 113 and amasses 133 for the opening wicket o� just 7.1 overs with Sooryavanshi; Mitchell’s e�orts go in vain; pacer Arshdeep pick of the bowlers for the Men in Blue

Abhishek annihilates Kiwis as India wraps up series

Carnage: Abhishek flayed the Kiwi bowlers to all parts of the

ground. CREIMAS/BCCI

INDIA IN NZ

Agence France-Presse
WELLINGTON

Abhishek Sharma may
have idolised Yuvraj Singh
growing up but the India
opener is not ready to take
up his mentor’s challenge
of smashing a half-century
o� 12 balls, saying such
feats are “not that easy”
despite his sensational cen-
tury against New Zealand
in the third T20 here on
Tuesday.

Responding to Yuvraj’s
playful social media mes-
sage that he still could not
score a �fty o� 12 balls,
Abhishek said batters do
not chase such milestones. 

“I don’t know what
cricket he was playing back
at that time, but it’s not
that easy at all,” Abhishek
said in the presentation ce-
remony. Yuvraj holds the
record for the fastest T20I
�fty among Full Member
nations which he achieved
against England in 2007.

Not easy to
emulate
Yuvraj’s feat:
Abhishek

Press Trust of India
WELLINGTON

By the time the �rst name
comes up at the WPL’s mi-
ni-auction on Wednesday,
the third ODI between In-
dia and Zimbabwe would
have reached somewhere
around the halfway mark
in Vadodara. India’s mid-
dle-order batter Tejal Ha-
sabnis is likely to be cu-
rious about what is
happening at Grand Hyatt
here.

She is one of the 146
players who will go under
the hammer. In the only
chance she got in the Zim-
babwe series, she may
have lasted only �ve balls,
but last month she had
done really well for India-A
against the touring Austra-

lia-A. So Tejal should inter-
est some of the franchises.
There could be even more
interest in Sneh Rana, the
o�-spinning all-rounder re-
leased by Delhi Capitals.

Sneh is, in fact, among
the biggest names at this
auction. Others include
Australia’s T20 World Cup-
winning captain Sophie
Molineux, her compatriots
Grace Harris and Jess Jo-
nassen, Sri Lanka captain
Chamari Athapaththu and
England opener Sophia
Dunkley.

Among the capped In-
dian players are G. Kamali-
ni, Kiran Navgire, Uma
Chetry, Taniya Bhatiya, Sai-
ka Ishaque, Asha Sobhana,
Priya Mishra, Titas Sadhu
and Saima Thakor. 

There are some interest-
ing names among the un-
capped Indians, too. Like
the 16-year-old Ira Jadhav,

who last year smashed an
unbeaten 346 o� 157 balls
for Mumbai against Megha-
laya in the Women’s Un-
der-19 One-Day tourna-
ment. There are only 27
available slots — including
20 reserved for the
Indians.

Biggest purse
Going into the auction, UP
Warriorz could well be a bit
more excited, and anxious,
than the other four fran-
chises. Warriorz have the
biggest purse of ₹3.75
crore. 

That is a lot more than
Gujarat Giants (1.25 crore),
Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru (1.15 crore), Delhi Capi-
tals (1.1 crore) or Mumbai
Indians (90 lakh).

It would be fascinating
to see how Warriorz try to
turn the auction into a me-
ga opportunity.

All-rounder Sneh among
biggest names in the fray

WPL AUCTION

P.K. Ajith Kumar
KOCHI

Stars: Sneh and Harris are likely to generate fair bit of interest. FILE PHOTOS: K.R. DEEPAK & EMMANUAL YOGINI

For a city hosting its �rst-
ever international hockey
tournament, the result of
India’s opening match in
the Asian Champions Tro-
phy (ACT) against Bangla-
desh was the perfect initia-
tion. But less so for coach
Craig Fulton and the
team’s long-term plans.

With local boys among
the scorers and India
stamping its authority in
the 13-0 win on Tuesday,
the result ensured the full
house had enough reasons
to celebrate. Mandeep
Singh — among the �ve
players who began on this
very ground of the Olym-
pian Surjit Singh Stadium —
struck three of those and
created as many.

Captain Harmanpreet
Singh, another local hero,
started the rampage in the
second minute and India
was up by four in the �rst
15 minutes and six at half-

time. Jarmanpreet Singh
and Amit Rohidas, in de-
fence, and Nilakanta Shar-
ma, in the middle, were al-
so impressive. Nilakanta
even scored against an op-
ponent that barely chal-
lenged the Indian might.

Nilakanta, later, an-
nounced that he will retire
at the end of the
tournament.

The highlight of the day
was the drone show featur-
ing the state, its culture,
sporting history and legacy
and sparkling under the
night sky. 

The results:

India 13 (Harmanpreet Singh
2-pc, 44-pc, Mandeep Singh 3, 10,
54, Shilanand Lakra 15, Abhishek
18, Nilakanta Sharma 26, Dilpreet
Singh 43-pc, 44, Jugraj Singh
46-pc, Hardik Singh 60, 60) bt
Bangladesh 0. 

Malaysia 5 (Abu Kamal Azrai 4, 14,
Akhimullah Anuar 14, Faizal Saari
34-ps, Azimuddin Kamaruddin
35-pc) bt China 4 (Yaqi Wang 11,
Moda Ne 12, Benhai Chen 27-pc,
44-pc). 

Japan 3 (Kentaro Fukuda 14,
Ryoma Ooka 36, Kazumasa
Matsumoto 52) bt Korea 2 (Han
Sangjun 15, Jeong Junseong 59).

India slams 13 past
hapless Bangladesh

ACT HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan
JALANDHAR

Goals galore: India sounded the boards at will. X@THEHOCKEYINDIA

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(IOCL) snatched a dramatic
2-2 draw against Hockey
Karnataka in a Pool-A
match of the 97th all-India
MCC-Murugappa Gold Cup
hockey tournament at the
SDAT Mayor Radhakrish-
nan Stadium here on Tues-
day, scoring o� a last-gasp
penalty corner to keep its
semi�nal hopes alive.

Karnataka, which need-
ed a win in its �nal league
match to stay in conten-
tion, was left to rue the late
equaliser as it bowed out.

Talvinder Singh opened
the scoring for IOCL in the
ninth minute, converting a
rebound after Gurjinder
Singh’s drag-�ick from a
penalty corner was

blocked by the goalkeeper.

Karnataka fought back
through B. Abharan Sudev,
who �nished a superb
move in the 28th minute,
before C.J. Rahul put it
ahead in the 32nd.

IOCL struggled to make
its penalty corners count
and missed a one-on-one
chance through A�an You-
suf in the 55th minute. 

It failed to convert a pe-
nalty corner at the very
end. 

After a review, another
penalty corner was award-
ed, and Roshan Minz
found the net to earn his
team a crucial point.

The result: 

Pool-A: IOCL 2 (Talvinder Singh
9-pc, Roshan Minz 60-pc) drew
with Hockey Karnataka 2 (B.
Abharan Sudev 28, C.J. Rahul 32).

Take that! Talvinder lines up to fire in IOCL’s first goal. R. RAGU

Last-gasp strike keeps
IOCL in semi�nal race
S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

Mitchell Starc took four
wickets in six balls to cap
an Australian �ghtback on
the �rst day of the third
Test against South Africa at
Newlands on Tuesday.

Starc �nished with six
for 72 as South Africa was
bowled out for 329 shortly
before the close.

The scores: South Africa 329 in
82.3 overs (Markram 78,
Ackerman 95, Bedingham 50,
Rickelton 42, Jansen 52, Starc
6/72) vs. Australia. 
Toss: Australia.

Starc leads
Australian
�ghtback 

Agence France-Presse
CAPE TOWN

Pacer Auqib Nabi bowled
an incisive opening spell
but bad light prevented In-
dia-A from recording a sen-
sational come-from-be-
hindwin over New
Zealand-A in the �rst
‘Test’, which ended n a
draw on Tuesday.

The scores:

India-A 113 & 516 in 123.1 overs
(Padikkal 199, Sai Sudharsan 91,
Rathod 66, Washington 52) drew
with NZ-A 317 and 187/9 in 65
overs (Heaphy 90 n.o., Foxcroft
42).

Bad light
denies India-A
a victory

Press Trust of India
LINCOLN
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Elite

Group A: At Vadodara: Baroda
616 in 169 overs (Priyanshu
Moliya 321 n.o., Deepak Hooda
45, Mahesh Pithiya 102, Rasikh
Dar 47, Sahil Lotra 4/160) vs. J&K
6/0 in 4 overs.

At Indore: Bihar 99 & 134 in 34
overs (Ayush Loharuka 76 n.o.,
Saransh Jain 6/49) lost to
Madhya Pradesh 407/8 decl. in
92.2 overs (Yash Dubey 84,
Saksham Purohit 132, Rajat
Patidar 109). Points: Bihar 0 (0),
MP 7 (13). 

At Nagpur: Goa 220 in 93.5 overs
(Yash Kasvankar 63 n.o., Darshan
Misal 51, Nachiket Bhute 5/48) vs.
Vidarbha 217/3 in 74 overs (R.
Samarth 53, Dhruv Shorey 63
batting, Danish Malewar 51
batting).

At Puducherry: Uttar Pradesh
328/9 in 121 overs (Karan Sharma
162 batting, Shivam Mavi 50,
Sagar Udeshi 4/62) vs.
Pondicherry.

Group B: At Vijayawada:

Andhra 231 vs. Chhattisgarh
216/8 in 95 overs (Amandeep
Khare 74 batting).

At Hyderabad: Punjab 431 in
124.5 overs (Prabhsimran Singh
81, Jashanpreet Singh Sidhu 45,
Salil Arora 151, Ramandeep
Singh 52, C.V. Milind 4/79) vs.
Hyderabad 193/2 in 54 overs
(Abhirath Reddy 97, Rahul
Radesh 72 batting).

At Mysuru: Tripura 194 vs.
Karnataka 297/7 in 95 overs
(Rohan Patil 72, K.V. Aneesh 68,
Karun Nair 63).

At Rajkot: Assam 281 in 112.3
overs (Denish Das 90, Sibsankar
Roy 100) vs. Saurashtra 156/4 in
68 overs (Hetvik Kotak 65
batting).

Group C: At Ranchi: Delhi 515/5
decl. in 130 overs (Ayush Badoni
210 n.o., Sumit Mathur 150 n.o.)
vs. Jharkhand 131/4 in 47 overs
(Utkarsh Singh 53 batting).

At Bhubaneswar: Odisha 194 vs.

Rana 74, Bhagmender Lather 50
n.o.) vs. Himachal Pradesh 49/0
in 14 overs.

At Mumbai: Mumbai 430 in130.3
overs (Angkrish Raghuvanshi 114,
Musheer Khan 109, Sarfaraz Khan
40, Tanush Kotian 52 n.o.) vs.
Haryana 108/2 in 39 overs.

Plate

At Rangpo: Nagaland 187 & 46/4
in 34 overs vs. Sikkim 184 in 71
overs (Leeyong Lepcha 43,
Imliwati Lemtur 5/40).

At Ahmedabad: Arunachal
Pradesh 111 & 95/2 in 36 overs
(Techi Doria 44 batting) vs.
Manipur 364 in 101.2 overs
(Karnajit Yumnam 56, Jotin
Pheiroijam 166, Al Bashid
Muhammad 69, Likha Sonia
4/56).

At Nadiad: Meghalaya 562 in
137.2 overs (Ajay Duhan 239,
Kishan Lyngdoh 198, Kuldip
Yadav 4/62) vs. Mizoram 99/2 in
37 overs (Lalhruaizela 51).

Services 13/0 in 5 overs. No play
on second day.

At Pune: Gujarat 223 vs.
Maharashtra 278/9 in 100 overs
(Digvijay Patil 43, Harshal Kate
84, Saurabh Nawale 95).

At Thiruvananthapuram:

Bengal 350 in 102.2 overs (Ankur
Paul 66, Shahbaz Ahmed 121,
Sumanta Gupta 49, Aditya
Sarwate 4/95) vs. Kerala 101/6 in
35 overs (Vishnu Vinod 41).

Group D: At Dehradun:

Rajasthan 272 & 39/1 in 23 overs
vs. Uttarakhand 194 in 72 overs
(Tejasvi Jaiswal 45, Kukna Ajay
Singh 5/66).

At Chennai: Railways 184 &
107/9 in 51 overs (S. Yuvraj Singh
42, Sai Kishore 4/38) vs. Tamil
Nadu 165 in 63.1 overs (B.
Indrajith 59, Raj Choudhury 5/41,
Toufik Mondal 4/48).

At Chandigarh: Chandigarh
685/5 decl. in 161 overs (Nehal
Pajni 222, Arjun Azad 147, Manan
Vohra 61, Arslan Khan 99, Akshit

RANJI TROPHY SCORES – ROUND THREE, DAY TWO
�

An unusually large crowd
— cheering, clapping and
whistling — greeted the �-
nalists in the under-20
men’s javelin as the curtain
came down on the 41st Na-
tional junior athletics
championships at the Neh-
ru Stadium here on Tues-
day. 

Among them — a young-
ster from Thanjavur.

A purposeful sprint
down the runway, followed
by a clean release, saw
Dharanidharan open with
a throw of 75.34m. 

However, second time’s
the charm. A huge roar just
before his run-up, followed
by a powerful sprint and a
clean release, saw the
spear sail through the air
before landing at 76.18m. 

The crowd erupted, for
Dharanidharan had just
produced the throw that
would fetch him gold.

He followed it with
another e�ort of 75.37m,
making it three successive
throws beyond 75m.

Despite winning gold,

Dharanidharan had hoped
for more. He had come
with a target of 80m and
was disappointed at not
being able to achieve it.

“My aim and goal were
di�erent. I really thought I
would breach 80m,” said
the second-year student at
Loyola College, who hails
from Papanadu in Thanja-
vur district.

Valuable experience
Having �nished sixth at the
World U-20 Champion-
ships in Eugene, USA, in
August, the youngster said
the experience of compet-
ing against some of the
best athletes had helped
him improve.

“There were world-class
athletes there, and I
learned a lot from them,”
he said.

Interestingly, Dhara-
nidharan began his jour-
ney with pole vault in Class
IX before �nancial di�cul-

ties forced him to switch to
javelin the following year.

Coach pleased
His coach Manikandan,
who trains him in Thanja-
vur, was pleased with his
progress.

“We were aiming for 78
to 80 metres. I was con�-
dent he could throw 78m
at least. He has improved
by around three metres in
two months, and that is
purely because of his hard
work and changes to his
technique,” said
Manikandan.

The coach also felt that
improving his strength and
power would be crucial as
Dharanidharan looks to
take the next step.

For Dharanidharan,
though, the focus is on the
upcoming season, when
he hopes to breach the
80m mark and perhaps
even rewrite the record
books.

Dharanidharan eyes breaching 80m mark

ATHLETICS

Tarun Shastry
CHENNAI

Dharanidharan. SIVA SANKAR A

After the Indian Greco-Ro-
man wrestlers’ dismal per-
formance, Neelam Sirohi
(50kg) and Kajal Dhochak
(76kg) brought cheer to the
country by entering the
women’s �nals and secur-
ing medals at the World
wrestling championships
in Astana on Tuesday. 

The 26-year-old Neelam
got past Belarusian Natalia
Varakina 6-0, defeated the
top-seeded Elizaveta Sirno-
va (due to an injury to the
Russian) and beat Kazakh-
stan’s Asian Games bronze
medallist Zeinep Bayanova
7-3. 

She set up a title clash
with Japanese star Yui Su-
saki, a former World and
Olympic champion and the
reigning Asian Games
champion. 

After Neelam’s show in
the lightest weight class,
two-time World junior
champion Kajal stamped
her authority in the hea-
viest weight category. She
pinned Lithuanian Kamile
Gaucaite before defeating
Mongolian Davaanasan
Enkh Amar 9-2 and Kyrgyz-
stan’s Aiperi Medet Kyzy
10-7. She will take on Uk-
raine’s Anastasiya Alpyeye-
va in the gold-medal
match. Rajnita (65kg)
reached the repechage
round to remain in the
hunt for a bronze medal. 

Neelam, Kajal assure
medals for India 

Sports Bureau 

WRESTLING WORLDSTwo men, one franchise,
one mentor. Both don Sun-
risers Hyderabad colours,
and carry Yuvraj Singh’s
lessons to the crease.

Both scored centuries
on Tuesday, but in di�e-
rent languages: one in the
staccato verse of interna-
tional cricket’s shortest for-
mat, the other in the slow,
unhurried prose of the lon-
gest on the domestic
circuit.

While Abhishek Shar-
ma’s blitzkrieg set New
Zealand ablaze, about
11,800 kilometres away at
the Gymkhana, Salil Arora
laid his knock stone by
stone – his fourth and high-
est First-Class ton – to help
Punjab rise above Hydera-

bad. Salil’s crucial 93-run
stand with Ramandeep
Singh on day one and his
116-run 10th-wicket part-
nership with Umesh Yadav
on Tuesday took the wind
out of Hyderabad’s sails.

The 23-year-old credited
his coach, Rajan Gill, and
Yuvraj for a Ranji purple
patch that has seen him re-
gister three centuries on
the trot to sit fourth on the
runs table.

“After the IPL, I played
district matches back
home. I then got a few
months to work with the
red ball. I practised with
my coach in Amritsar for
almost a month and a half.
After that, I got a call from
Yuvraj Singh and batted
with him for a week,” he
told The Hindu.

“I had problems with

my technique last year.
Making tweaks to that in
Amritsar has given me a lot
of bene�t.”

Salil is no stranger to the
City of Pearls.

At home
“Hyderabad feels like
home. I’m here for three to
four months (during IPL).
So it feels good to get 150
here. 

“The team needed it. I
thought if I play till the
end, we’ll be able to score
400. I was just playing ac-
cording to the merit of the
ball and to the situation.”

Flat track
“Yes, it’s a �at wicket. The
batters did their job, and
now it’s the bowlers’ turn
to take responsibility,” he
concluded.

Salil credits coaches Rajan, Yuvraj for his purple patch 
Anirudh Velamuri
HYDERABAD

Making it a habit: Salil brought up his third hundred on the trot. G. RAMAKRISHNA 

Bangladesh skipper Naj-
mul Hossain Shanto said
on Tuesday that the pros-
pect of making the World
Test Championship �nal
inspired his team heading
into a two-match series
against the West Indies.

Currently fourth in the
WTC standings, Bangla-
desh has six Tests remain-
ing in the cycle, including
the West Indies opener in
Mirpur starting on
Wednesday.

Bangladesh will need to
win at least four and draw
one of its six Tests to have a
chance of making the �nal,
scheduled between June 9
and 13 at the Oval in Lon-
don. And Shanto stressed
that there is no pressure.

“I �nd it inspiring rather

than pressurising,” Shanto
told reporters. 

“We do not want to do
anything extra. We want to
follow our process and give
100% to the things we
know how to do.”

The host enters the Test
series after failing to take
the �nal seven wickets
against Afghanistan in its
most recent Test in the Un-
ited Arab Emirates.

An opportunity
Meanwhile, West Indies
captain Roston Chase said
his team wanted to climb
up the WTC standings
from the No. 8 position.
“This is the last series...if
we want to make any
strides in terms of going up
the table, it has to be in this
series,” he said.

“We’re in some good
form coming into this se-
ries, so we want to take
two wins and try to take
ourselves up the ladder”. 

Bangladesh seeks Test c’ship boost 

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

WI IN BANGLADESH

Key men: Shanto and Mushfiqur’s experience will be vital as

Bangladesh takes on the West Indies challenge. AP 

The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Tuesday di-
rected Boxing Federation
of India (BFI) secretary-
general Pramod Kumar to
keep the General Body
meeting called on Oct. 28,
to move a no-con�dence
motion against president
Ajay Singh, in abeyance
until the next hearing on
Nov. 13. Following a peti-
tion �led by Ajay Singh,
Justice Tribhuvan Dahiya
issued the direction. On
Oct. 23, World Boxing had
emphasised that a General
Meeting of the federation
must be convened and
conducted in accordance
with the BFI constitution.

BFI told to
keep the
no-con�dence
meeting in
abeyance

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

India’s Paralympic cham-
pion Navdeep Singh has
appealed for the inclusion
of men’s F41 javelin throw
in the Los Angeles 2028 Pa-
ralympics programme and
taken up shot put as a
back-up, refusing to let un-
certainty over his primary
event derail his prepara-
tions for the next Games.

The 25-year-old, who
won bronze in men’s F41
javelin at the Asian Para
Games in Aichi-Nagoya re-
cently, said he had started
training for shot put after
learning that javelin would
not feature in his category
at LA28. 

The athlete said he had
approached members of
the national federation and
urged them to appeal to

the International Paralym-
pic Committee (IPC), the
global governing body of
the Paralympic Movement,
seeking javelin’s inclusion
in the Games. “If athletes
in our category have to
participate in LA, they will
only be able to compete in

shot put. The athletes
should have the option to
choose between events.
That is why we have made
this appeal. The positive
thing is we have an event at
next year’s World cham-
pionships. So we will try to
get it included at LA28”.

Navdeep seeks javelin’s
inclusion in LA28
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Navdeep... staying positive. FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

T
he best batters
have the capacity
to operate a gear or

two below their optimum
and still compile runs in
the Ranji Trophy as inevit-
ably as a tide returning to
shore. 

Ayush Badoni’s double
century on day two of Del-
hi’s Elite Group C clash
against Jharkhand con-
veyed that feeling.

Such was the measured
manner in which the Delhi
skipper registered an un-
beaten 210 in his team’s
imposing �rst-innings total
of 515 for �ve declared at
the JSCA International Sta-
dium here on Tuesday. 

The 26-year-old may not
spring to mind as one of
the most proli�c run-scor-
ers going around in India’s
domestic system, but his
numbers speak glowingly
of his growing appetite. 

It was Badoni’s second
successive double century,
backing up his career-best
e�ort of 217 in Delhi’s pre-
vious round against
Gujarat.

Sumit Mathur was
equally deserving of the
spotlight. 

The southpaw stayed
unconquered on 150, forg-
ing an uninterrupted 334-
run stand with Badoni. 

From the moment both
batters resumed at 309 for
�ve, the runs �owed like a
torrent down a steep hill.

Jharkhand’s bowlers

looked so rudderless that
Badoni and Mathur could
have easily unlocked more
personal milestones, but
the visitors took the ag-
gressive route by declaring
midway through the se-
cond session. 

The decision was justi-

�ed as Delhi’s attack found
greater help from the pitch
and reduced the host to 131
for four at stumps. 

Utkarsh Singh’s unbea-
ten 53 o� 129 balls, con-
taining crisp punches
through point, was the
lone act of de�ance in

reply.

In just the second over,
seamer Dev Lakra elicited a
poke from Aryaman Sen
outside o�-stump for Yash
Dhull to grab at �rst slip. 

The spinners also
stepped up, with Hrithik
Shokeen, Badoni and debu-
tant left-arm slow bowler
Aman Chaudhary snaring a
wicket apiece. 

The latter’s maiden First
Class scalp, which came
with 10 minutes left when
Virat Singh’s lap-sweep
lobbed to short-leg, was the
perfect end to a �awless
day for Delhi.

The scores: 

Delhi — 1st innings: Priyansh
Arya b Quraishi 39, Sanat
Sangwan b Utkarsh 37, Yash Dhull
c & b Anukul 29, Ayush Doseja c
Jatin b Quraishi 21, Ayush Badoni
(not out) 210, Anuj Rawat b
Utkarsh 18, Sumit Mathur (not
out) 150; Extras (b-8, lb-2, nb-1):
11; Total (for five wkts. decl. in 130
overs): 515.

Fall of wickets: 1-56, 2-99, 3-123,
4-143, 5-181.

Jharkhand bowling: Jatin
17-2-61-0, Shubh 6-0-28-0,
Utkarsh 30-4-88-2, Aditya
19-1-93-0, Quraishi 20-0-100-2,
Anukul 38-2-135-1.

Jharkhand — 1st innings:

Aryaman Sen c Dhull b Lakra 0,
Sharandeep Singh c Priyansh b
Shokeen 31, Utkarsh Singh
(batting) 53, Shresht Sagar c
Sangwan b Badoni 15, Virat Singh
c Sangwan b Aman 21, Shubh
Sharma (batting) 6; Extras (b-4,
nb-1): 5; Total (for four wkts. in 47
overs): 131.

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-60, 3-93,
4-124.

Delhi bowling: Simarjeet
4-2-12-0, Lakra 5-1-13-1, Aman
16-3-34-1, Shokeen 15-1-45-1,
Badoni 6-1-16-1, Mathur 1-0-7-0.

The skipper extends his purple patch with an unbeaten 210; the No. 7 batter hits an unconquered

150 during their unbroken 334-run sixth-wicket alliance as the visitor posts a massive total

RANJI TROPHY

Badoni, Mathur mastermind
a perfect day for Delhi

Vivek Krishnan
RANCHI

All guns blazing: Badoni and Mathur tore into the Jharkhand

attack during their mammoth partnership. R.V. MOORTHY 
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I
n one fell swoop, without warning
or indication, without even a hint
of what was coming, a 26-year-old
association was snapped in a ji�y.

Inarguably the greatest son of the soil was
let go without so much as a thank you, a
decision that has so infuriated members
and supporters that the ‘o�ending’ party
is now contemplating a formal farewell to
celebrate the life and times of Test
cricket’s most proli�c wicket-taker among
fast bowlers.

When he dismissed Kent’s
Zimbabwean batter Tawanda Muyeye for
his third wicket of the innings and his
50th of the season on September 15,
James Anderson would hardly have
imagined that it would be his �nal
wicket-taking contribution to
Lancashire. Having taken over
the captaincy of the embattled
county towards the middle of
the 2025 season, he was
appointed full-time skipper in
the season gone by. 

Fabulous campaign
Personally, it was another fabulous
campaign for the 44-year-old king of
swing, whose 50 wickets came at the
fantastic average of 17.68. But the team
spiralled from one disaster to another,
�nishing second from last in Division
Two, its worst-ever Championship �nish.

Incoming director of cricket Paul
Farbrace, who has ambitiously charted
out a four-year time-frame to return the
county to its glory days, and recently
appointed chief executive Richard Kenyon
have held forth on the need to rebuild the
stuttering out�t and clearly, they feel that
despite plenty of �ght still left in
Anderson, he doesn’t exactly �gure in
their immediate long-term plans. 

Anderson became super�uous to
England’s scheme of things under Ben
Stokes and Brendon McCullum in July
2024 when he was ushered into
retirement after the Lord’s Test against
West Indies. At the time, he had
expressed the desire to play on for
another three years, assuming blithely —
and justi�ably — that he would wind down
his First Class career with the team he
had served outstandingly for so long.
Unfortunately, that was not to be after the
county decided to sever ties with the
champion who took 443 First Class
wickets, 83 List A scalps and 50 T20
wickets in 213 matches across formats.

Even in the short interlude since
Lancashire’s dramatic and largely
unpopular call, several counties have
started weighing up their options because
they believe that even when he is 45,
which he will turn midway through next
season, Anderson still is far from a spent
force or a liability. But while Anderson
hasn’t yet invoked the R (retirement)
word, it’s hard to see him switching
allegiance at this late stage of his career.
Anderson made his displeasure at the call
apparent without launching into an
all-out attack, saying in a statement, “If it
was up to me, it wouldn’t have ended like
this, but I wish the players and fans all the
best for the future.” But sadly, it wasn’t up
to him, and so this is how it has ended.

One hopes that when the emotions
settle down, both parties concerned will
be able to look back at the long-standing
relationship with fondness and nostalgia.
Anderson cut his teeth with Lancashire as
a 17-year-old in 2000, made his First Class
debut in 2002 and was playing One-Day
International cricket that same year. His
Test debut came in May 2003, also at
Lord’s where he made his �nal
appearance for his country, and from
then on, he became one of the most
valued members of the �ve-day squad,
striking up an excellent relationship with
that other great England pacer of his
generation, Stuart Broad.

Easy, repeatable action
A master of swing who went on and on
because of his easy, repeatable action that
seemingly put very little strain on his
body, Anderson was at his most proli�c at
home, of course, but it wasn’t as if he
struggled to adapt to the challenges of the

subcontinent where, more than anywhere
else, overseas quicks have struggled to
make an impact. Towards the later stages
of his career, he developed the
scrambled-seam delivery that brought
him great success, but for the large part,
especially but not only with the new ball,
he was the master of having the ball on a
string and making it go this way and that
with a gentle tug here, a little pull there.

An overwhelming majority of his 704
Test wickets came on home turf – 438,
which accounted for 62.22% of all his
successes in the �ve-day game – but that’s
also because he played 106 of his 188 Tests
in England. For a fast bowler to continue
on for 21 years at the highest level and

average nearly nine Tests a year is little
short of staggering; it speaks to not just
his �tness levels and his propensity to
take excellent care of his body, but also to
his commitment and hunger and �re and
passion, traits that aren’t necessarily the
most prominent in an era where
shelf-lives are getting increasingly shorter
and the lure of the 20-over shootout is
almost impossible to resist.

Anderson was at his most
comfortable with the Duke’s ball in his
right hand, a ball he practically grew
up with, though he showed his
felicity with the Kookaburra used in
most other parts of the world.
Across Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa, he sna�ed 138

wickets in 40 matches, not in the
out-of-the-world category but

de�nitely numbers that exploded the
myth that he was a home bully. He also
had decent success in India with the SG
Test which he isn’t all that familiar with –
17 Tests across 18 years fetched him 44
wickets. On his last tour of India in
February-March 2024, he grabbed 10
wickets in four outings, gatecrashing into
the hitherto exclusive 700-club of Muttiah
Muralitharan and Shane Warne in the
scenic surrounds of Dharamshala in the
�nal Test of a �ve-match series that the
hosts bossed 4-1.

In perfect harmony
Anderson in action wasn’t unlike poetry
in motion, with his unhurried and visibly
inexplosive run-up and perfect harmony
between the operative body parts as he
slotted into his delivery stride. It wasn’t
as if he didn’t have bad days, but they
were so few and far between as to fall in
the ‘hen’s teeth’ section. When the
conditions favoured him, he got the ball
to whoop around corners, but even
when there wasn’t much help on o�er,
he was still a perennial threat because he
was always at the batters, giving them

not a moment’s respite.
That he didn’t lose his swing even

for a short period over such an
extended timeframe at the top level

is tribute to his perseverance and
humility. Sometimes, it is easy to get
carried away with what might appear to
be a God-given gift but which needs to be
honed and polished and worked on
assiduously, day after day, practice
session after training stint. Anderson
knew he was special, but he also knew
that to take that for granted would come
with terrible repercussions. Hence the
constant quest to keep improving, to
keep becoming a better version of
himself, to keep plugging away at the
nets and in game situations, so that he
did not remain static while the world
moved ahead of him.

In so many ways, England’s decision to
disassociate themselves from Anderson
after the disastrous 2015 50-over World
Cup campaign proved to be a
masterstroke. After their �rst-round
elimination — defeat to Bangladesh pulled
the rug from under their feet and ensured

that they didn’t even make it to the
quarter�nals despite eight teams
advancing to the knockouts — England’s
bosses got together and arrived at the
conclusion that they needed to be smart
about how they went about their
business. There was a distinct slant
towards all-rounders (not just utility
players like Mark Ealham and Ronnie
Irani and their likes in the mid-1990s),
which meant alongside Broad, Anderson
was put out to pasture.

Collateral damage
Anderson’s ODI numbers at the stage
were anything but ordinary — 269
wickets in 194 matches, economy 4.92, a
wicket every six overs — but he was
collateral damage as a new-age mentality
took deep root under Eoin Morgan’s
captaincy. Who’s to say that the Morgan
philosophy was �awed, given that
England, �nally, clinched the World Cup
on home patch in 2019 even though they
didn’t actually beat New Zealand on the
�eld in the �nal, either in regulation time
or in the Super Over, both of which
ended with scores level.

Anderson had bowled close to 1,600
overs in ODIs by March 2015, and though
he pulled the plug on his List A career in
2019, the T20 challenge was something he
was willing to take on head-on. In what
has since become his �nal season with
Lancashire, he �gured in the domestic
T20 blast, mostly fastidiously
parsimonious even if, in his �nal 20-over
outing for the county, he ended up
conceding 50 runs in his four overs in the
22-run defeat of bitter rivals Yorkshire in
the War of the Roses.

Because the next county season isn’t
until another six months from now, one
might get the impression that Anderson
has some time before deciding on his
next course of action. Only he can say
with certainty if he is contemplating a
change of counties, if only for one �nal
hurrah; the most dramatic script will
entail him taking a bagful of wickets
against his old home and bowling his
new side to the most comprehensive of
victories, but such fairytale scripts
seldom play out in real life.

The big call ahead of him is whether he
is game to give it one more shot from
an unfamiliar dressing room after
having spent all his professional
career with Lancs since his
maiden appearance as a
teenager. Whether he
swings in that direction
remains to be seen. What is
beyond question is the
magni�cence of his craft,
the joy he brought so
many with his command
and control, his prime
position in the pantheon
of cricketing greats and
the almost iron-clad
certainty that he will
remain the only fast bowler in
the 700-wicket club in Test cricket for a
long, long time to come.

Snapping ties
abruptly 
with a match 
made in heaven
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Anderson cut his teeth with
Lancashire as a 17-year-old in
2000, made his First Class
debut in 2002 and was playing
One-Day International cricket
that same year. His Test debut
came in May 2003, also at
Lord’s where he made his final
appearance for his country

�

He knew he was special, but he
also knew that to take that for
granted would come with
terrible repercussions

�

An overwhelming majority of
his 704 Test wickets came on
home turf — 438, which
accounted for 62.22% of all his
successes in the five-day game
— but that’s also because he
played 106 of his 188 Tests in
England

R. Kaushik
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When he dismissed Kent’s Zimbabwean batter Tawanda Muyeye for his

third scalp of the innings and his 50th of the season on September 15,

James Anderson would hardly have imagined that it would be his �nal

wicket for Lancashire
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SCIENCE

D
ecades of psychology have
categorised human
personality into �ve broad
buckets: openness to

experience (curiosity and imagination),
conscientiousness (organisation and
responsibility), extraversion (sociability),
agreeableness (compassion), and
neuroticism (a tendency towards anxiety
and volatility).

In new �ndings published in Nature,
scientists have completed one of the
largest-ever genetic analyses of these ‘big
�ve’ traits, o�ering a more detailed
picture of the genetic architecture of
personality.

“The �nding that genetic signals were
broadly consistent across di�erent
contexts… supports the view that
personality traits such as extraversion and
neuroticism have a biological basis,”
Veena Kumari, professor of Experimental
Psychology at Brunel University London,
said. “However, like most psychological
constructs, personality is a complex
phenotype.” She noted that human
behaviour remains deeply tethered to its
environment and “may not be similarly
expressed, or even measured with the
same precision” across di�erent walks of
life.

Inside the genome
The global team of researchers analysed
data from up to 1.14 million participants
across 46 study cohorts. Participants �rst
completed validated personality
questionnaires, which allowed the
researchers to assign each person a score
for the �ve traits.

The researchers then analysed the
participants’ DNA using a genome-wide
association study (GWAS). That is, they
looked across the genome for tiny genetic
di�erences that tended to occur more
often in people with higher or lower
scores on each personality trait.

“The study identi�ed some 1,250 DNA
[variations] that are associated with
personality traits,” Mani Ramaswami,
professor of neurogenetics at Trinity
College Dublin, said. “It is important to
note that these are tiny changes in the
DNA and not the genes as a whole. Each
one on its own has a minuscule e�ect” on
human behaviour.

The goal of this exercise was not to �nd
a single piece of DNA that determines
whether someone is outgoing or anxious
but to spot patterns spread across the
genome in the form of genetic variants
that, taken together, could be associated
with small di�erences in personality
across a large number of people.

Genes and life
The �ndings reinforced a long-standing
idea in genetics that there is no single
‘personality gene’. The dataset also

directly challenged older theories that
attempted to link traits to particular brain
chemicals. The team found several gene
variants scattered across the DNA, and
tallied them up into a single number
called a polygenic index — a score that
combines the e�ects of the variants, each
associated with speci�c traits.

The researchers then used these scores
to test whether the genetic patterns
associated with personality turned up in
other parts of the people’s lives.
Speci�cally, by comparing these indices
with large publicly available datasets on
health, behaviour, and social outcomes,
they found a range of genetic
connections. For example, genetic
patterns associated with higher
conscientiousness were linked to a lower
body mass index, fewer hospital visits,
and lower substance use. Genetic patterns
associated with neuroticism, on the other
hand, showed strong associations with
anxiety, depression, and other psychiatric
disorders. 

Seeing DNA linked to such serious
health outcomes might make the index
sound like a genetic crystal ball. Michel
Nivard, professor of genetic epidemiology
at the University of Bristol, is quick to
burst that bubble.

“Look, if you want to know more about
your personality, you can take a 3-5
minute online test. It will be highly
predictive,” Dr. Nivard said. For an
individual, he said, the genetic e�ect “is
weak, and adds no information over a 3-5
minute test at all.”

Instead, the breakthrough’s true value
is at the macroscopic level. The genetic
data is “strong enough to do new kinds of

psych-, bio-, and social science of
personality in larger groups,” Dr. Nivard
said, “where we work with averages
across many individuals.”

Beyond correlations
Hemant Tiwari, professor of Biostatistics
at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham, warned against jumping to
conclusions like having a neurotic
personality could cause someone to
become depressed.

He noted that human biology is messy,
and “shared genetic in�uences can a�ect
personality, psychopathology, cognition,
self-regulation, and health
simultaneously.”

In other words, the same genes that
shape our temperament may also trigger
certain health issues, rather than one
causing the other. Because the data
cannot reliably separate the two, Dr.
Tiwari said, “whether personality itself
causally drives downstream outcomes
remains unresolved.”

The genetic correlations extend
beyond health into social behaviour and
residential choices as well. The study
found that by middle age, people with
genetic pro�les associated with higher
openness to experience were more likely
to have moved into cosmopolitan
professional areas. Meanwhile, those with
genetic pro�les associated with higher
conscientiousness were more likely to
have moved away from cosmopolitan
areas and toward a�uent suburban
communities. 

The researchers also tried untangling
nature from nurture by looking at siblings
in their data. Siblings share the same

upbringing but inherit slightly di�erent
combinations of DNA. By comparing
them, the researchers could strip away
the e�ects of the childhood environment
and isolate the direct impact of genetics.

While parents still shape their children
in complex ways, the data show the
environmental transfer of personality is
neither strong nor straightforward. As Dr.
Nivard noted, the �ndings largely exclude
“the possibility that extraverted parents
environmentally cause their kids to be
more extraverted”.

Sequencing within families
Translating these insights into global
clinical practice, however, faces a severe
bottleneck. The genomic databases
powering this research are dominated by
individuals with European-like genomes.
When a polygenic index built on such
data is applied to populations with
di�erent genetic ancestries, prediction
generally becomes less reliable.

Moving forward, Dr. Ramaswami said
DNA sequencing within families
exhibiting extreme behavioural variants
will be far more useful than broad
population studies.

An approach along these lines, he
noted, is already being pioneered in India
for psychiatric conditions through a joint
e�ort by the National Centre for Biological
Sciences (NCBS) and the National Institute
of Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), both in Bengaluru.

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist by
training and science communicator from
New Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

Your DNA says less about your
personality than a short online quiz

The �ndings of new research reinforce a long-standing idea in genetics that there is no single ‘personality gene’; the dataset the researchers used also directly challenged older

theories that attempted to link traits to particular brain chemicals

The study found that genetic correlations extend beyond health into social behaviour and residential choices as well. GETTY IMAGES

THE GIST
�

A recent study has o�ered a
more detailed picture of the
genetic architecture of
personality

�

The global team of researchers
analysed data from up to 1.14
million participants across 46
study cohorts

�

Participants first completed
validated personality
questionnaires, which allowed
the researchers to assign
scores to each person

�

The researchers then looked
across the genome for tiny
genetic di�erences that tended
to occur more often in people
with higher or lower scores on
each personality trait

�

The study identified some
1,250 DNA variations
associated with personality
traits, with each one on its own
having a minuscule e�ect on
human behaviour

Anirban Mukhopadhyay
NEW DELHI
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G
laciers ending in lakes, oceans
or ice shelves account for over
3% of the world’s glaciers but

lost 134 billion tonnes of ice annually
between 2000 and 2019, contributing to
more than half of all glacier ice loss, a
new study has found.

Environmental scientists led by the
UK’s University of Birmingham and the
University of Leeds found that glaciers
ending in lakes are generally much
larger than those ending on land,
together covering more than half of the
world’s glacier area.

The findings, published in Nature
Communications, also showed that lake-
and ocean-ending glaciers flow on
average 10% and 44% faster than those
ending on land, respectively, and
lake-ending glaciers lose around 57%
more ice than land-ending glaciers,
relative to their size.

“Glaciers ending in lakes really stand
out -- they’re losing ice particularly
quickly. We don’t yet know exactly why.
It could be the lakes themselves, the
size and shape of the glaciers, or a bit of
both. Untangling that is the next big
question, especially as glacier lakes are
becoming more common in a warming
climate,” said author Joseph Mallalieu.

The researchers explained that lakes
can a�ect glaciers in ways that may

contribute to a higher ice loss.
Lake-ending glaciers can lose large
chunks of ice from the glacier front as
icebergs, a process known as calving,
and lake water can melt the ice below
the waterline, both helping to speed up
ice loss, they said.

Models used for projecting glacier
change do not yet fully account for
glaciers ending in lakes, the researchers
added.

Glaciers ending in lakes
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WHAT IS IT?

Ice melts at the Skuta glacier near Kamnik,

Slovenia. AP 
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Vincenzo Valentini, director of the Center of Excellence for Oncology and Diagnostic Imaging at the Tiberina Island Hospital in Rome, poses in the radiotherapy department,

Rome, October 6, 2026. Through large windows, the clinical space looks directly onto the archaeological remains of an ancient Roman temple, o�ering patients a contemplative

view before their oncology treatments. AFP
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