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T
hree newborns
were killed and 36
were rescued after

a �re broke out at the Spe-
cial Newborn Care Unit
(SNCU) of the District Wo-
men’s Hospital in Amrava-
ti, Maharashtra, in the ear-
ly hours of Monday.

The police said the blaze
started after a ventilator
exploded and caught �re
on the third �oor of the un-
it. Six infants were rescued
from the a�ected area, and
the �ames were doused in
10 to 15 minutes. 

At the time of the �re, 39
newborns had been admit-
ted to the SNCU, which
provides treatment to new-
borns in a critical
condition.

Sources said hospital
sta� rushed to the ward af-

ter the �re broke out and
began evacuating the ba-
bies. They disconnected
the medical equipment
and shifted the infants to
safety as rescue operations
got under way.

A nurse who was on du-
ty said: “While the ventila-
tor was burning, we re-
moved the babies. I can’t

describe it – it was terrible.
The babies were burning
next to it, we rescued
them, extracted the incu-
bator, and shifted them.”

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis called the inci-
dent “heart-breaking” and
ordered a high-level probe.
“The health administra-
tion has been directed to

conduct a high-level inqui-
ry,” he said in a statement,
adding that strict action
will be taken against those
found culpable. He an-
nounced ex gratia of ₹5
lakh each to the families of
deceased newborns.

Health Minister Prakash
Abitkar, who rushed to
Amravati, �agged “grave”
irregularities at the �re-hit
hospital and said a seven-
member panel would
probe the blaze and submit
its report within eight days.

“The hospital was con-
structed just two years
back and then such a �re
incident took place. It is
absolutely wrong,” he said.

Eyewitnesses said that
the ward’s �re alarms
failed and the automatic
water sprinkler system did
not activate even as smoke
�lled the ward.

(With inputs from PTI)

Three newborns killed in
Maharashtra hospital �re 

Relatives of an infant victim of the fire mourn near the District

Women’s Hospital in Amravati, Maharashtra, on Monday. PTI

36 infants rescued from the SNCU of District Women’s Hospital in Amravati; blaze started after a

ventilator exploded, say police; seven-member panel to probe the incident, says Health Minister

Yohaan Varghese
MUMBAI
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay on Monday
announced his govern-
ment’s decision to drop the
proposed airport project in
Parandur and identify al-
ternative sites for a second
airport in Chennai. 

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Assembly, he
said a new terminal, Termi-
nal 5, would be developed
in the north-western part
of the Chennai airport in
collaboration with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), along with an ap-
proach road and a �yover.

The main Opposition
DMK sought to speak on
the issue, but Speaker
J.C.D. Prabhakar said he
would not allow a debate
on an announcement
made under Rule 110 of the
Assembly. 

Former Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
said he was not seeking a
debate but wanted to clari-
fy. DMK members then

walked out after the Speak-
er stood his ground. 

‘Experts consulted’
The Chief Minister said he
had consulted experts on
establishing a new airport
and that a few alternative
sites had been identi�ed
that would cause minimal
damage to farmland and
human settlements. “The
site will be �nalised after
studying the technical feas-
ibility and consulting the
departments concerned,”
he said, recalling his visit
to Parandur in 2025 to ex-
press solidarity with prot-
esting farmers and his ear-
lier announcement at

Vikravandi opposing the
project. 

Mr. Vijay said he was ful-
ly aware of the role of air-
ports in industrial develop-
ment but maintained that
an airport should not be
built at Parandur as it
would a�ect vast tracts of
farmland and human set-
tlements. He said the
Chennai airport currently
handled 30 million passen-
gers a year. “After the com-
pletion of Terminal 5, the
passenger capacity will in-
crease to 55 million a year.
It will improve the services
and transport facilities un-
til a new airport is complet-
ed,” he said.

T.N. drops Parandur airport
project; new sites ‘identi�ed’
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Braving the weather 

Rough outing: Fishing boats o� the Visakhapatnam coast on Monday despite the IMD’s advisory against venturing into the sea until

Tuesday, as conditions along the north Andhra Pradesh coast are expected to stay rough. K.R. DEEPAK
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With 1.07 crore names re-
moved during the special
intensive revision (SIR),
Karnataka’s electorate has
shrunk to 4.46 crore voters
as per the draft electoral
rolls published on Monday.
An overwhelming number
of missing names were
marked “absent, shifted,
duplicate, dead, and oth-
ers (ASDDO)”.

Announcing the �gures
at the end of the enumera-
tion phase, Karnataka
Chief Electoral O�cer
(CEO) V. Anbu Kumar said
the electorate comprised
over 2.22 crore men, 2.24
crore women, and 2,871
others. Voters can check
their names on the CEO’s
o�cial website. 

The CEO said a special
campaign will be held in
areas reporting high ASD-
DO numbers, where voters
will be assisted in �lling
Form 6 (for inclusion). The
dates for the campaign are
yet to be announced. 

Discrepancy notices
As many as 43.81 lakh not-
ices for hearing will be
served on voters whose en-
umeration forms con-
tained logical discrepan-
cies and those who could
not be mapped. Notices
may also be issued if a
complaint is �led against a
voter or if the Electoral Re-
gistration O�cer (ERO) has
reason to suspect that a vo-
ter is ineligible.

With the enumeration
phase ending, voters are
likely to face the same ASD-
DO-related issues. Just as
people remained unaware
that their names were on
the ASDDO list until 12 days
before the enumeration

phase ended, they now
have no way of knowing if
they will receive a notice
until one is actually served. 

“We only have numbers
on how many people will
receive notices, and the
names will not be known
until the notice is generat-
ed,” the CEO said. 

The entire process —
from an ERO generating a
notice to it being served —
is to be completed within
just seven days. This could
become a major hurdle, es-
pecially for voters living in
another district or city
while remaining registered
in their native constituen-
cy, as they must attend the
hearing in person. 

There is, so far, no on-
line option to check wheth-

er a person is likely to re-
ceive a notice. The CEO
reiterated that the names
will be known only after a
notice is generated. The
process has now placed
the burden of saving one’s
vote squarely on the voter.

In the enumeration
phase, Booth Level O�c-
ers (BLOs) were instructed
to hand over enumeration
forms to voters and a fami-
ly member above the age
of 18 could �ll them on the
voter’s behalf. However, in
this stage, BLOs can serve
notices on anyone availa-
ble at the address. The not-
ice will also carry a QR
code to submit one of the 11
documents online, but the
voter alone must appear
for the hearing. 

1.07 cr. names removed in
Karnataka’s draft SIR rolls;
electorate drops to 4.46 cr.
Rishita Khanna
BENGALURU

V. Anbu Kumar, CEO for Karnataka, addressing the media on the

Karnataka SIR, in Bengaluru on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR 

A Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) sub-inspec-
tor was injured and at least
two houses were torched
after violence erupted bet-
ween two groups in Mani-
pur on Monday.

O�cials in Imphal said
unknown miscreants
burnt a house in the Ta-
phou Kuki village in the Ku-
ki-dominated Kangpokpi
district in the early hours.
Soon after, another house
was torched at Taphou Na-
ga village in the adjoining
Naga-dominated Senapati
district.

Caught in the cross�re
As tension mounted, two
groups exchanged �re after
9 a.m. The CRPF sub-in-
spector was caught in the
cross�re and got shot. He

was later admitted to a lo-
cal hospital. 

Local people in Senapati
blocked National Highway
2 (NH-2), also known as the
Imphal-Dimapur (Naga-
land) road, for a few hours
after the violence. Follow-
ing the incidents, security
forces heightened alert
along the highway and in

vulnerable villages in the
two districts.

The Taphou Kuki village
authority condemned the
“highly deplorable, inhu-
man, and unacceptable”
arson attack, appealing to
individuals and groups to
refrain from violence, des-
truction of property, and
any actions that may furth-

er escalate tension and suf-
fering among the people.

Probe sought
“We urge the district admi-
nistration, police, and oth-
er competent authorities
to take immediate and ap-
propriate action to investi-
gate the incident, identify
those responsible, and en-
sure that justice is deli-
vered in accordance with
the law,” the village author-
ity said in a statement.

Amid the unrest, public
transport services on NH-2
continued for the third day
on Monday. More than 250
passengers, including wo-
men and children, left Im-
phal for Dimapur and Gu-
wahati in �ve buses and
seven vans under fool-
proof security.

A Manipur government
statement said the depar-
tures were delayed due to

the situation that arose in
Senapati district earlier in
the day. Adequate security
personnel and road-open-
ing parties have been de-
ployed on vulnerable
stretches of the highway to
ensure free and safe move-
ment of the vehicles.

“However, timely inter-
vention by the government
and the public support
prevented the situation
from escalating further,
and the vehicles left for Di-
mapur and Guwahati at
around 1 p.m. Both sides
involved have agreed to
maintain peace in the
area,” the statement read.

About 100 passengers,
who started their journey
from Guwahati on Sunday,
reached Imphal on Mon-
day afternoon. No unto-
ward incidents were re-
ported along the highway
during their journey.

CRPF o�cer injured, houses torched in Manipur 
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Burning streets: A road blocked by local people amid reports of

violence in Senapati, Manipur, on Monday. ANI 

U.S. proposes to
levy $1.03 lakh 
as H-1B visa fee

WASHINGTON

The U.S. administration on

Monday proposed a $103,265

fee for all H-1B visa cap-subject

applications, including those

eligible for the advanced

degree exemption, the

Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) said. » PAGE 14

Hopes of �nding
22 missing sailors
alive are fading

BHUBANESWAR

The search and rescue

operation for the sunken

Panama-flagged bulk carrier in

the Bay of Bengal has been

expanded to cover a wider

area, as hopes of finding the 22

remaining crew members alive

diminish with every passing

hour. » PAGE 4

Cong. questions
drive to privatise
the space sector

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday

questioned the Centre on the

privatisation push in the space

sector. He said ISRO’s satellite

assets could be transferred to

private companies and

questioned the reported plan

to hand over a spaceport to a

private firm. » PAGE 5

TCS to buy out
Porsche’s MHP
for €320 mn

MUMBAI

Tata Consultancy Services

(TCS) is planning to fully

acquire MHP Management-

und IT-Beratung GmbH (MHP),

Porsche AG’s Germany-based

management and IT consulting

subsidiary, for an enterprise

value of €320 mn. » PAGE 12

Driven by a deletion rate
of 35% or more in
Hyderabad and adjoining
urban areas, Telangana
has registered the highest
deletion rate — 21.7% in the
enumeration phase of the

special intensive revision
(SIR) process in the
country. In contrast to
northern States though,
the gender ratio in the
draft rolls improved from
1,018 to 1,028.

Breaking down draft deletions
in Telangana’s SIR process

The Hindu Data Team
CHENNAI

DATA POINT
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Monday instructed o�cials to provide an
abandoned cow to a woman who expressed her
desire to rear cows during a ‘Janata Darshan’
event in Lucknow, according to an o�cial
statement. In response to her request, the Chief
Minister directed the Additional Chief Secretary
of Animal Husbandry Department to ensure she
received an abandoned cow and the bene�ts of
any applicable government schemes. In her
application to Mr. Adityanath, Poonam Devi
stated that she wanted to become self-reliant
through cow rearing. PTI

Provide cow to woman seeking
self-reliance: U.P. CM to o�cials

INBRIEF
�

The Gujarat High Court on Monday rejected the
bail plea of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA Chaitar
Vasava in an assault and extortion case in which
he was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment
along with eight others by a sessions court.
Vasava has not yet been disquali�ed as a member
of the State Assembly. A single Bench of Justice
Vimal K. Vyas rejected Vasava’s plea for
suspension of sentence and observed that being a
member of the Assembly, he ought to have
guided the aggrieved persons to seek lawful
remedies rather than resort to intimidation and
coerce government employees. PTI

Assault case: HC rejects bail
petition of Gujarat AAP MLA

T
he disbursement of
cash to women un-
der West Bengal’s

Annapurna Bhandar
scheme has given a handle
to the Opposition parties
to target the Suvendu Adhi-
kari-led government.

Trinamool Congress
chairperson Mamata Ba-
nerjee took the opportuni-
ty on Monday to target the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) regime in the State.
“Before the election, the
BJP did not discuss eligibil-
ity to receive the money.
Will the BJP now decide
who is eligible? Why are
women not receiving mo-
ney under the Annapurna
scheme? Women are being
given bene�ts based on
caste and religion,” the
former Chief Minister said.

Women in di�erent
parts of the State came out
in protests last week alleg-
ing that they have been de-
nied bene�t of ₹3,000 per
month under the scheme.
Ms. Banerjee had launched

a scheme to give cash to
women in the State in 2021
named Lakshmir Bhandar
and before the change of
regime the number of be-
ne�ciaries who were re-
ceiving a sum of ₹1,500 per
month had climbed to 2.2
crore.

On Monday, Ms. Baner-
jee assured women who
have been denied bene�ts
that she will stand by
them. “Take down the
names of those who are be-
ing deprived of Lakshmir
Bhandar and Annapurna
Bhandar bene�ts. They

will be contacted. I was
with you, I am with you,
and I will remain with
you,” the Trinamool chair-
person said.

Alleging that the BJP go-
vernment has denied her
permission to hold public
meetings, Ms. Banerjee al-
so added that those who
think she will retire from
politics simply because of
permission being denied
are mistaken. “Our �ght
will not stop until the BJP
itself is forced into political
retirement,” she said.

Hours later, Chief Minis-

ter Suvendu Adhikari said
that 1.45 crore bene�ciar-
ies have been disbursed
with Annapurna Bhandar
funds. 

The Chief Minister tried
to defend the fact that be-
ne�ciaries of Annapurna
Bhandar are being scruti-
nised and questioned why
the scheme was promised
to women between 25
years and 60 years of age
during the Trinamool re-
gime if it was universal.

Allegations denied
Mr. Adhikari refuted allega-
tions of Muslim being de-
nied bene�ts under the
scheme and said that about
19.20 lakh Muslims have
got payments under the
scheme. “Those eligible,
whether Hindu or Muslim,
Trinamool or BJP, have re-
ceived the bene�ts,” the
Chief Minister said. He said
that a portal has been
opened where people can
lodge complaints for denial
of bene�ts and also com-
plain if anyone who is non-
deserving is availing of
scheme bene�ts.

Suvendu, Mamata spar
over Annapurna Bhandar
scheme bene�ts in Bengal

Women protesting after allegedly failing to receive funds under the

Annapurna Bhandar scheme, in Malda on Monday. PTI

Trinamool chief claims women being given bene�ts based on caste and religion, questions

BJP govt. linking it to eligibility; CM denies discrimination, says 1.45 crore people received funds

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

DMK president M. K. Stalin
on Monday �led a petition
in the Madras High Court,
seeking to declare the elec-
tion of TVK candidate V.S.
Babu from the Kolathur As-
sembly constituency as
void and consequently de-
clare him as duly elected
from that constituency.

In his petition, Mr. Stalin
submitted that after the
election was over and re-
sults were declared, he had
duly nominated senior ad-
vocate N.R. Elango as his
authorised representative
for checking and veri�ca-
tion of the burnt memory/
microcontroller in the Con-
trol Unit, Ballot Unit and
VVPAT (Voter Veri�able
Paper Audit Trail) for 14 se-
lected EVM sets pertaining
to Kolathur constituency.

During checking and
veri�cation by Mr. Elango,
grave and alarming irregu-
larities came to light. Mr.
Elango immediately wrote
to the District Election Of-
�cer informing him of these
grave lapses.

Without addressing
them, the District Election
O�cer declared that the
checking and veri�cation
had been carried out suc-
cessfully and was complet-

ed on August 5 in accor-
dance with the prescribed
procedures.

On August 6, Mr. Stalin
wrote to the District Elec-
tion O�cer highlighting the
speci�c failures that had
come to light. He empha-
sised that the certi�cates is-
sued by the engineer can-
not be, and were not,
substitutes for technical/fai-
lure reports explaining the
causes of the failures.

‘Claim not acceptable’
Mr. Stalin refused to accept
the District Election O�c-
er’s claim that the process
had been successfully car-
ried out. Therefore, he has
�led the present petition,
challenging the order of the
District Election O�cer. 

Mr. Stalin also sought a
direction to the authorities
to conduct 100% counting
of VVPAT slips relating to
Kolathur Assembly consti-
tuency. 

Stalin challenges
TVK candidate’s
victory in Kolathur

M.K. Stalin

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

The controversy surround-
ing allegations that senior
IAS o�cer and Devipatan
Divisional Commissioner
Durga Shakti Nagpal at-
tempted to exert pressure
on a civil judge intensi�ed
on Monday, with civil socie-
ty members demanding a
high-level probe by the Ut-
tar Pradesh government. 

The demand comes af-
ter the Allahabad High
Court’s Lucknow Bench on
Friday took serious excep-
tion to the allegation. 

The Gonda civil judge, in
a letter to the district judge,
earlier alleged that she re-
ceived repeated phone
calls while on leave on July
15 from a number linked to
the Devipatan Division
Commissioner’s o�ce,
headquartered in Gonda.
According to her, Ms. Nag-

pal, who wanted to discuss
a long-pending land dis-
pute, asked pointed ques-
tions about how long the
judge intended to stay on
leave. She also said the
“phone calls and the tone
used amounted to
interference”.

The High Court ob-
served that the pressure
prima facie exerted by Ms.
Nagpal “struck at the inde-
pendence of the judiciary
and obstructed the admi-
nistration of justice”.

Ms. Nagpal, however,
said she had not tried to
discuss the merits of the
case and had only sought
to know when the judge
would resume hearing the

matter.
Justice Syed Qamar Ha-

san Rizvi held that the alle-
gations could not simply be
ignored, and directed that
the matter be placed before
the appropriate Bench
dealing with criminal con-
tempt. Justice Rizvi noted
that the tone of the alleged
conversation showed the
judge was being pressured.
The court directed that the
matter be placed before the
appropriate Bench after
seeking directions from the
Chief Justice or the senior
judge.

“I have sent a letter to
the Chief Secretary de-
manding the transfer of
Durga Shakti Nagpal and
an independent inquiry,”
activist Amitabh Thakur
said. He has also demand-
ed clear protocols to be is-
sued regarding o�cials
contacting judicial o�cers
over pending cases.

Row over U.P. IAS o�cer’s ‘bid’ 
to in�uence civil judge deepens 
as HC takes serious exception
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

The judge alleged
that the IAS o�cer
attempted to discuss
a pending case over
repeated phone calls

Dust-producing stone quar-
ries and crushers in the vi-
cinity could cripple As-
sam’s semiconductor unit,
a signature pet project of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, before it can start, an
environmental activist has
warned.

The ₹27,000 crore Tata
Semiconductor Assembly
and Test (TSAT) facility is
being developed in Mori-
gaon district’s Jagiroad,
about 55 km east of Guwa-
hati. It is a major compo-
nent of India’s chip-making
ambitions and is linked to
the vision of building a self-
reliant ecosystem under
the India Semiconductor
Mission (ISM).

Over 60% of the work at
the TSAT facility, coming
up where a unit of the Hin-

dustan Paper Corporation
once stood, is complete. 

According to the ISM gui-
delines, a semiconductor
plant requires ISO Class 1 to
5 vibration-damped clean-
rooms to prevent micro-
scopic dust contamination,
and millions of gallons of
ultra-pure water daily for
wafer-rising, chemical pro-
cessing, and cooling.

However, stone quarries

and crushers within a 5 km
radius of the facility have
reportedly been covering
the Jagiroad area with a
blanket of dust. Local or-
ganisations said excavation
and blasting carried out in
the hills of Sonaikuchi Re-
serve Forest (near the semi-
conductor plant) have
caused �ash �oods and
threatened public health.

Raising concerns over

the potential impact of dust
and pollution on Assam’s
�agship industrial project,
Golaghat district-based en-
vironmental activist Rohit
Choudhury urged the State
government to enforce res-
trictions on polluting indus-
tries and activities within a
15-km radius of the TSAT
facility.

RTI response
In a letter to the Assam
Chief Secretary on August
22, he cited an RTI reply
from the State’s Industries,
Commerce, and Public En-
terprise Department and
an earlier government di-
rective to argue that ex-
emption granted to pre-ex-
isting and pipeline
polluting industries could
undermine the very objec-
tive of protecting the pro-
posed Ratan Tata Electron-
ic City at Jagiroad.

Stone quarries and crushers in the vicinity
put Assam’s semiconductor plant at risk
Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma inspecting progress of the

semiconductor project at Jagiroad near Guwahati. FILE PHOTO

The Supreme Court on
Monday banned any con-
struction or development
activities within 100
metres of Jojari River in Ra-
jasthan. The court also
prohibited hazardous in-
dustries within 500 metres
of either side of the exist-
ing �ood line along the riv-
er’s �ow path.

The decision by a Bench
of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta is the
latest in a series of inter-
ventions made by the apex
court to protect the seaso-
nal river, which has faced a
barrage of contamination
that has a�ected around
two million lives in the wa-
ter-starved State.

On August 4, the apex

court had suggested that
the Rajasthan government
prepare a 20-point resolu-
tion plan to deal with the
issue of contamination in
the Jojari, Bandi and Luni
rivers in the State.

The Jojari river passes
through Jodhpur, the Ban-
di river �ows through Pali,
and the Luni river runs
through Balotra. The Bandi
and Jojari rivers merge
with the Luni river near Ba-
lotra city.

‘Consider relocation’
The Supreme Court had
said that the entire indus-
trial area in Pali was locat-
ed along the river bank. It
had said that the State
authorities would have to
consider relocating indus-
tries away from the river in
the long run.

SC bans constructions
near Rajasthan’s Jojari
river to curb pollution
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) on Monday said the
National Cooperative Deve-
lopment Corporation
(Amendment) Act, 2026 is
an onslaught on the federal
rights of States. The um-
brella organisation of farm-
er groups, in an o�cial
statement, alleged that the
new law would divert re-
sources from the priority
sector of agriculture and
agriculture-based rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
development. It also al-
leged that the new law was
framed to suit the “corpo-
rate model of urban-centric
development”.

The Parliament of India
passed the NCDC (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, in August
to amend the NCDC Act of
1962, expanding the �nan-
cial and operational scope
of the statutory corpora-
tion. Citing the Constitu-
tion’s Seventh Schedule,
the SKM said “cooperation”

was in the State list, and the
NCDC (Amendment) Act,
2026, is a “naked intrusion”
by the Union government
into the powers of the
States. “As per Internation-
al Cooperative Alliance
principles, autonomy and
independence are basic
principles of cooperation
along with democratic con-
trol. The law, which per-
mits NCDC to directly inter-
vene in the cooperative
societies and take their
shares openly, violates the
basic principles of coopera-
tion and facilitates centrali-
sation of power into the

hands of the Union govern-
ment,” the SKM’s statement
read.

The SKM argued that by
directly extending �nancial
aid to cooperative societies,
the NCDC would centralise
cooperative institutions un-
der the power of the Union
government for political
dominance over States.
“This re�ects the authori-
tarian character of the cor-
porate class fully endorsed
by BJP-RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) com-
bine,” the statement added.

The SKM said the Su-
preme Court, through an

order in 2021, had stated
that the Union government
has limited powers to inter-
vene in cooperative socie-
ties that are under State go-
vernments. The new
amendment had been
brought to nullify the apex
court’s order, it added.

The law also does away
with the old rule that re-
quired eligible industrial
and village cooperatives to
be based only in rural loca-
tions. “Cooperatives are the
soul of rural India and are
capable of bringing wides-
pread developments in the
villages. The NCDC
(Amendment) Act permits
its operations to extend to
non-agricultural sectors
and abolish the stipulation
of developing industries in
the rural regions... means
the resources meant to use
for agriculture and rural in-
dustrial and infrastructure
expansion will be diverted
for urban-centric develop-
ment suitable for corporate
development model,” the
statement read.

Farmers’ body terms NCDC (Amendment)
Act an onslaught on federal rights of States
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The law also does away with the old rule that required eligible industr- 

ial and village cooperatives to be based only in rural areas. FILE PHOTO

Maratha reservation acti-
vist Manoj Jarange on Mon-
day said he would begin a
hunger strike at Antarwali
Sarati in Jalna on August 29
unless the Maharashtra go-
vernment acted on his de-
mands by August 28.

Mr. Jarange sought re-
servation for eligible Ma-
rathas under the Other
Backward Classes category
on the basis of Kunbi re-
cords, completion of the
process of issuing certi�-
cates and validity docu-
ments, and withdrawal of
cases against protesters.

A three-member minis-
terial delegation urged him
to reconsider the agitation.
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil,
part of the delegation, said
the government would ad-
dress hurdles within “two
or three days” and act
against o�cials found
responsible.

Jarange �rm
on Aug. 29 fast
over Maratha
quota demand
Press Trust of India
JALNA

The Meghalaya police on
Monday arrested another
leader of the Khasi Stu-
dents Union, alleged to be
one of �ve masked persons
identi�ed in connection
with the August 19 violence
during the out�t’s black-�ag
bike rally in Shillong, par-
ticularly attacks on Assam-
registered vehicles.

KSU assistant organising
secretary Jeremiah Pohth-
mi was arrested from the ci-
ty’s Nongmensong area,
East Khasi Hills SP Vivek Sy-
iem told reporters.

Police produced him be-
fore a court and sought his
custody for further investi-
gation, the SP said.

Pohthmi’s arrest comes
days after police arrested

three senior KSU leaders –
president Raymond Kharja-
na, vice-president Pynk-
menlang Sanmiet and gen-
eral secretary Reuben
Najiar – in connection with
the same case.

13 vehicles damaged
The August 19 rally, which
had been permitted by the
East Khasi Hills district ad-
ministration, turned vio-
lent when some partici-
pants allegedly pelted
stones at vehicles and at-
tacked bystanders. At least
31 vehicles were damaged,
and 18 people were injured
in the violence, according
to the State government.

CM Conrad K. Sangma
on Monday informed the
Assembly that 15 FIRs had
been �led in connection
with the violence. 

Another KSU leader
arrested for Shillong
violence; 15 FIRs �led
Press Trust of India
SHILLONG
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The Keralam government has approved standard
operating procedures (SOP) for euthanising
rabid, incurably ill or demonstrably dangerous
stray dogs. The SOP, approved recently, relies on
the Supreme Court’s order in May this year
allowing euthanasia in such cases. A stray dog
management committee, which will be formed in
every local body, will bear the responsibility of
deciding whether mercy killing has to be done.
The committee, which will have the local body
chairperson as its head and the secretary as the
convener, will include the respective ward
councillor and veterinary o�cer, among others. 

Keralam approves SOP for
euthanasia of rabid stray dogs

T
elangana Chief Mi-
nister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday

termed the Centre’s refusal
to grant political clearance
for his proposed visit to the
U.S. an insult to Telangana. 

He alleged that the deci-
sion re�ected discrimina-
tion against the State, and
was an e�ort to rob invest-
ments from Telangana in
favour of Gujarat.

The Ministry of External
A�airs, which had been ap-
proached by the State go-
vernment for clearance for
the Chief Minister’s o�cial
visit to the U.K. and the
U.S., approved only the
U.K. leg of the tour. 

The MEA cited denial of

clearance from the “politi-
cal angle.”

Mr. Reddy said the State
government had provided
detailed information to the
Centre about the purpose
and objectives of his pro-
posed foreign visit. “If the
proposal of a Chief Minis-
ter is rejected without pro-
perly reviewing the infor-

mation, can such a
decision be taken without
the knowledge of the
Prime Minister,” he asked
presspersons here after his
return from the U.K. leg of
the trip on Monday.

He questioned the
Centre’s approach by cit-
ing the foreign visits of Guj-
arat Chief Minister Bhu-

pendra Patel. “If the
Gujarat Chief Minister can
travel to the U.S. and Cana-
da to promote Vibrant Guj-
arat 2047, why was the visit
of the Telangana Chief Mi-
nister denied when it was
proposed for similar pur-
poses under Telangana
Rising 2047,” he asked. 

Rejecting rumours of his
scheduled meeting with
New York Mayor Zohran
Mamdani, Mr. Reddy said
no such appointment was
�xed. “Mr. Mamdani is not
an antisocial element. He is
an elected mayor,” the
Chief Minister added.

Mr. Reddy said Telanga-
na should not be treated as
a lesser State. He added
that his government would
continue with Telangana
Rising 2047 programme. 

Denial of nod for U.S. trip an
insult to Telangana: Revanth
Move re�ects discrimination against State, he says, adds that it was an e�ort to rob investments

from Telangana in favour of Gujarat; the CM denies reports of plan to meet New York Mayor

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

March for wages

A patient waiting to be shifted to a ward as junior doctors take out a protest rally at King George Hospital in Visakhapatnam on Monday. The

agitation entered its 15th day, with protesters demanding the revision of stipends and the removal of disparities in payments. K.R. DEEPAK

The Supreme Court ad-
vised the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment on Monday to
take up its contention that
it was yet to be given the
“proportionate” quantity
of Cauvery water due from
Karnataka with the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA).

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Vikram Nath, senior advo-
cate C.S. Vaidyanathan, for
Tamil Nadu, submitted
that the “Cauvery Water
Management Authority is
not giving directions to
make up the proportionate
quantity I (Tamil Nadu)
must receive”.

Then Tamil Nadu must
raise the issue with the
CWMA itself, Justice Nath
said, adding that “here the
issue was about Karnataka
not giving you water at all”.

“As of morning, we have
got some water. It was in
de�cit yesterday,” Mr. Vai-
dyanathan said.

The shortfall of water as
per the pro rata formula
was 17.414 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmc ft) as of
August 23, senior advocate
G. Umapathy, for Tamil Na-
du, said. “Today, they have
about 78 TMC in the reser-
voirs,” the lawyer said.

Hearing on August 31
The court noted Mr. Vai-
dyanathan’s submission
that the CWMA was meet-
ing on August 25 and the
State would raise the issue
before the authority. The
court sought an updated
report and posted the case

for further hearing on Au-
gust 31.

An a�davit �led by Kar-
nataka in the court recent-
ly had submitted that the
State was able to overcome
the challenges of a distress
year and worsening El Ni-
no conditions to ensure
the supply of water from its
Kabini reservoir due to
large in�ows following
good rainfall.

“The releases from the
KRS (Krishna Raja Sagara)
and Kabini reservoirs have
already been re�ected at
the inter-State border at Bi-
ligundlu,” Karnataka had
maintained in the a�davit.

However, Tamil Nadu
had �led an additional a�-
davit in the Supreme Court
recently, arguing that Kar-
nataka’s release of water
was “never voluntary
compliance”.

Previously, on August 3,
Tamil Nadu had urged the
court to direct the CWMA
to issue appropriate direc-
tions to Karnataka to make
good, on a pro rata basis,
the shortfall at the inter-
State point of Billigundulu
for the period from June 1
to August 12.

Raise proportionate
quantity issue with
CWMA, SC tells T.N.

The shortfall of water as per the

pro rata formula was 17.414

tmc ft, T.N. said. FILE PHOTO 
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Haryana Education Minis-
ter Mahipal Dhanda on
Monday said unauthorised
entry will not be allowed in
government schools in the
State. His remarks came af-
ter Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) activists visited go-
vernment schools in sever-
al villages in the State over
the past two weeks as part
of its ‘School Thik Karo’
campaign. They alleged
de�ciencies in infrastruc-
ture, cleanliness, availabili-
ty of teachers, and quality

of midday meals. 

‘National heritage’
Addressing reporters in
Hansi, Mr. Dhanda termed
government schools a “na-
tional heritage” and said
the “safety of students can-
not be compromised for
political publicity”. He said
anyone visiting a govern-
ment school should do so
in coordination with mem-
bers of the panchayat and
the school management
committee (SMC).

“The sarpanch is there,
elected representatives of
the panchayat are there.

There is an SMC in all
schools. Anyone visiting
must take along SMC and
panchayat members,” the
Minister said, adding that
responsibility would be
�xed if disturbances occur

on the school premises
during such visits.

Mr. Dhanda said people
with genuine complaints
about a government school
should �rst approach the
sarpanch and other res-
ponsible authorities.

CJP national core com-
mittee member Sudhir
Sangwan told The Hindu
that the group had so far vi-
sited 16 to 17 schools across
districts such as Jhajjar,
Bhiwani, Charkhi Dadri,
and Fatehabad. 

He claimed that a teach-
er was suspended in Bhi-
wani after a CJP activist

raised concerns over the
quality of foodgrains sup-
plied for the midday meal.
He added that CJP activists
plan to visit 100 more
schools in the State over
the next fortnight, with the
objective of highlighting
shortcomings and de-
manding greater accounta-
bility and better execution.

‘Invited by villagers’
Reacting to the Minister’s
remarks, Mr. Sangwan said
CJP activists entered
schools only after they
were invited by villagers
who wanted improve-

ments in their schools. 
He questioned the e�ec-

tiveness of the SMCs, say-
ing though they were set
up to function as watch-
dogs, their members were
often inactive or lacked the
capacity to monitor
schools e�ectively.

Mr. Sangwan also
shared on X an order is-
sued by the Hansi district
administration restricting
unauthorised entry into
schools and criticised the
move as an attempt to pre-
vent people from docu-
menting the condition of
government schools.

‘Won’t allow unauthorised entry in Haryana govt. schools’
The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Mahipal Dhanda 

Andhra Pradesh Home Minister Vangalapudi
Anitha su�ered a minor injury to her right hand
when a battery from a low-�ying drone fell on
her hand while she was on the dais during the
inauguration of the State-level ‘Amaravati
Championship 2026’ at Tarakarama Grounds of
S.V. University in Tirupati on Monday. District
Superintendent of Police L. Subbarayudu
immediately stepped in to provide �rst aid to the
Minister. She completed her speech with a
bandage on her hand.

A.P. Home Minister injured 
as drone battery falls on her

A District Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission in Keralam has ordered Apple and
its authorised service centre to pay ₹1.09 lakh to
a consumer over several defects found in an
iPhone 14 Plus during the warranty period. The
order came on a complaint from a Malappuram
resident, who bought the phone and charger for
₹92,250 in 2023 for his son’s online classes. The
phone got excessively heated up and its camera
was faulty. Despite several visits to a service
centre, the defects were not resolved, he said.

Panel orders Apple to pay
₹1.09 lakh for faulty iPhone

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the Centre
to consider a plea by Tamil
Nadu Medical O�cers As-
sociation seeking reduc-
tion of cut-o� or qualifying
percentile for National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test-Super Speciality seats
(NEET-SS) for in-service go-
vernment doctors.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha heard
senior advocate P. Wilson,
for the association, on an
application seeking direc-
tions to the Centre to re-
turn 100% of the un�lled
in-service seats to the
State. The Union govern-
ment had submitted that
out of the 152 seats trans-
ferred by the State of Tamil
Nadu, approximately 40
seats continued to remain
vacant. Mr. Wilson submit-

ted that the entire 40 in-
service seats must be re-
turned to the State, as 111
candidates were awaiting a
reduction in the qualifying
percentile.

Subsequently, the court
turned to the Union go-
vernment to take a call on
whether the qualifying per-
centile for Super Speciality
admissions should be re-
duced. It posted the case
for further hearing on Au-
gust 31. 

The association had

challenged the “premature
diversion” of 152 vacant
Super Speciality seats ear-
marked for in-service go-
vernment doctors in Tamil
Nadu to the All India Quo-
ta. It had also sought pro-
tection of the State’s in-ser-
vice reservation policy,
pending a �nal decision on
reduction of the NEET-SS
qualifying percentile.

“Over 111 in-service can-
didates remain on the wait-
ing list and are legitimately
anticipating reduction of
the qualifying percentile in
accordance with the con-
sistent practice followed
during previous academic
sessions. A substantial
number of these candi-
dates narrowly missed the
existing qualifying percen-
tile and would become
eligible if the qualifying
percentile is reduced/re-
laxed,” the association
said.

SC asks Centre to consider plea
for reduction in NEET-SS cut-o�
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Supreme Court

The three-member com-
mittee of the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) that met here on
Monday decided to share
the water available in the
two joint storage facilities
— Srisailam and Nagarjuna-
sagar — only to meet the
drinking water needs of
the people of Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, and
not for irrigation. The deci-
sion comes in the wake of
El Nino conditions and
poor in�ow into the dams.

However, no decision
was taken on the ratio of
water to be availed by the

two member-States. It was
decided to meet again on
September 4 to decide the
water sharing ratio to meet
drinking water needs till
the next June-July.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Member-Secretary of
the river board and chair-
man of the three-member
committee, Satish Kamboj
and Engineers-in-Chief O.V.
Ramesh Babu (Telangana)
and K. Narasimha Murthy
(Andhra Pradesh). 

As of 6 pm on Monday,
the storage in Srisailam
was 166.7 tmc ft against its
full capacity of 215.8 tmc ft
and that in Nagarjunasagar
was 178.3 tmc ft against its
full capacity of 312 tmc ft.

Krishna water only
for drinking: panel

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The mortal remains of 26-
year-old Merchant Navy
sailor Akhil Joyan, who was
killed in a Russian drone
strike on a cargo vessel o�
Ukraine coast, were laid to
rest in Keralam on Mon-
day, nearly a month after
the attack.

The body was �own to
Bengaluru and transported
by road to his family home,
reaching Vellarikundu
around noon on August 24.
The funeral service was
held in the presence of Raj-
mohan Unnithan, MP, and
Kasaragod district pan-
chayat president Sabu
Abraham.

Akhil was among 10 pe-
ople killed when the grain-
carrying vessel Golden Leo
was targeted on July 19. 

Sailor killed in
drone strike
laid to rest
in Keralam 

The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD

U.S. Ambassador Sergio
Gor visited the Tata Lock-
heed Martin Aerostruc-
tures Limited facility in
Hyderabad on Monday, un-
derscoring the growing
U.S.-India partnership and
expanding cooperation in
aerospace and defence
manufacturing.

In a statement, the �rm
said that during the visit,
Mr. Gor toured the produc-
tion line manufacturing
empennages for the C-130J
Super Hercules aircraft. 

The facility re�ects the
integration of Indian indus-
try into the global aeros-
pace supply chain and Tata
Advanced Systems Limi-
ted’s (TASL) long-standing
partnership with Lock-
heed Martin, it said.

“The production in In-
dia of critical structures for
the C-130J, a platform oper-
ated by both our nations, is
a strong example of the
growing industrial and de-
fence cooperation bet-
ween the United States and
India,” Mr. Gor said. 

He added that such part-
nerships create high-
skilled jobs, strengthen re-
silient supply chains and
support a free, open and
secure Indo-Paci�c.

The visit comes as TASL
and Lockheed Martin seek
to expand their partner-
ship to meet India’s recent-
ly released Medium Tran-
sport Aircraft requirement.
Lockheed Martin said the
joint venture has an esta-
blished capability to pro-
duce and scale aerospace
manufacturing to support
the MTA competition.

U.S. envoy visits Tata
Lockheed Martin
facility in Hyderabad
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI
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The Opposition BJP on
Monday accused the Con-
gress government in Kar-
nataka of “double stan-
dard”, alleging that it had
rolled out the “red carpet”
for Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani in the State,
while the Congress leader-
ship in Delhi portrayed
him as a “BJP agent”.

Leading the BJP protest
in the Legislative Assemb-
ly, Leader of the Opposi-
tion R. Ashok alleged that
the government had “sur-
rendered” to Mr. Adani by
passing the Karnataka Go-
vernment Parks (Preserva-
tion) (Amendment) Bill,
2026, which allows up to
5% of park and garden land
to be sold, leased, gifted,
exchanged or mortgaged

for public utility projects.
Mr. Ashok claimed the

amendment was aimed at
facilitating the proposed
17.1-km Bengaluru North-
South Twin Tunnel Road,
connecting Hebbal with
the Central Silk Board
Junction, and alleged that
the Adani Group was set to
execute the project.

Mr. Adani’s name was
repeatedly raised during
the BJP’s protest, which
was primarily aimed at de-
manding the resignation of
Minister B. Nagendra over
his alleged role in the em-
bezzlement of funds in the
Maharshi Valmiki Sche-
duled Tribe Development
Corporation. Speaking to
reporters later, Mr. Ashok
accused the D.K. Shivaku-
mar government of trying
to “take over parks and
garden land” in Bengaluru. 

Karnataka BJP
slams Cong. over
Adani ‘red carpet’
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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M
anipur is awaiting
a decision from
New Delhi regard-

ing the upcoming Census
exercise, which remains in
limbo in the State amid the
demand by several Meitei
and Naga civil society
groups for a National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) to be
compiled �rst. With the
Registrar General and Cen-
sus Commissioner of India
(RG&CCI) yet to spell out
the future course of action,
a government source said a
review of the situation is
likely to be held in the
coming days.

On Monday, following a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) petition �led by the
Kangleipak Students Asso-
ciation, the High Court of
Manipur constituted a Spe-
cial Division Bench of Chief
Justice M. Sundar and Jus-
tice A. Guneshwar Sharma
to hear the matter on Tues-
day at 2 p.m. In a noti�ca-
tion issued on Monday, the
court said the Special Divi-
sion Bench would sit exclu-
sively to hear the petition.

The �rst phase of the
Population Census 2027,

House Listing and Housing
Census (HLO), is scheduled
to be held in Manipur from
September 1 to September
30. The training of enum-
erators has been halted in
the State due to opposition
and protests by several ci-
vil society groups. 

The self-enumeration
portal was scheduled to go
live on August 17, but is yet
to become operational.

“A decision from the Un-
ion Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) is awaited. The
RGI o�ce will assess the
situation and there will be
some clarity soon,” said a
State government o�cial.

Delimitation anxiety
Though the Census is not
an exercise to determine

citizenship and counts all
individuals irrespective of
nationality, there is anxiety
among a section of people
in Manipur that the next
delimitation exercise,
which will redraw the
boundaries of electoral
constituencies, may take
into account the latest Cen-
sus data in a manner that
could disadvantage the
Meiteis and small tribal
communities. 

Manipur has three ma-
jor communities — the Mei-
teis, the Nagas, and the Ku-
ki-Zo people.

At least 14 civil society
groups representing Mei-
teis, Pangals (Meitei Mus-
lims), and the Kom and
Rongmei tribes, among
others, are in Delhi to seek

an audience with the
Centre. The group also has
representation from those
displaced from their
homes as a result of the
ethnic violence between
the Kuki and Meitei com-
munities that started on
May 3, 2023.

Former Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh,
who met Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah in New
Delhi last week, said peo-
ple are apprehensive that
the “presence of illegal im-
migrants in the State has af-
fected demographic imba-
lance” and that while
people are not against the
Census, they want the NRC
�rst.

The Congress party on
August 20 sought the post-
ponement of the Census
exercise in Manipur, citing
continuing violence and
the displacement of thou-
sands of people.

The Kuki-Zo Council, on
the other hand, said that to
rebut the “falsehoods and
propaganda surrounding
our population and demo-
graphic status during the
Manipur con�ict, an im-
partial Census is essential
to establish facts and dis-
pel unfounded claims”.

Manipur awaits Centre’s
decision on Census 2027 

Women take out a rally demanding implementation of a National

Register of Citizens before the Census in Manipur on Monday. ANI

Many Meitei, Naga groups demand NRC to be compiled �rst; govt. sources say review of situation

likely in coming days; Manipur HC to hear PIL petition by Kangleipak Students Association today

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra made an ur-
gent oral mentioning be-
fore the Chief Justice of In-
dia’s Bench on Monday
alleging that the Nadia dis-
trict administration in
West Bengal has evicted
her from her constituency
accommodation in the
dead of the night. Ms. Moi-
tra is the MP from Krishna-
nagar Lok Sabha consti-
tuency in Nadia district.

Her counsel said the ev-
iction of a sitting MP from
her constituency accom-
modation by local o�cials,
who took the law into their
hands, was a direct attack
on federalism in violation
of court orders. The court
said it would look into her
plea for early listing.

Trinamool MP 
moves SC over 
‘eviction’ from
govt. residence

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI Union Home Minister Amit

Shah on Monday directed
the security agencies to
take strict measures
against in�ltration, asking
the police chiefs to detect
and deport illegal mi-
grants. He was inaugurat-
ing the two-day National
Security Strategies Confe-
rence-2026 (NSSC).

On Tuesday, the confe-
rence will discuss informa-
tion warfare and its impli-
cations on national
security and the need for a
bio-security framework.

The Home Minister said
an AI-based analysis of in-
formation available on
Multi Agency Centres
(MAC) platforms should be
done to create standard
operating procedures
(SOPs) to counter various
national security challeng-

es. The conference held in
hybrid format was attend-
ed by over 850 participants
from across the country.
Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan, Intelligence
Bureau Director Mahesh
Dixit, and heads of Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) attended the con-
ference in Delhi. 

Directors-General of
Police of States and Union
Territories, young police

o�cers working at the cut-
ting-edge level, and do-
main experts from special-
ised �elds joined the
conference through virtual
mode, the Union Home Mi-
nistry said.

National security
On the �rst day of the con-
ference, discussions fo-
cused on critical aspects of
national security, includ-
ing response to counter-

terrorism challenges; fu-
sion, analysis and opera-
tionalisation of intelligence
through MAC; vision docu-
ment on narcotics control;
detection and deportation
of illegal migrants; policy
framework to combat cy-
bercrime; and proxy war-
fare by Pakistan. 

For e�ective tackling of
terrorism and radicalisa-
tion, Mr. Shah emphasised
on training for implemen-
tation of the Ministry’s
PRAHAAR scheme, exped-
iting trials by bringing back
fugitives, using the trial in
absentia provisions and
undertaking comprehen-
sive and integrated ap-
proach while investigating
Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act (UAPA) cases.

Second day of the confe-
rence will focus on the
threat landscape from sub-
aerial systems and formu-
lating countermeasures.

Home Minister directs police chiefs to
detect and deport illegal immigrants 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration of the 9th

National Security Strategies Conference on Monday. ANI 

The Cockroach Janta Party on Monday called for
a march on September 5, accusing the Centre of
failing to honour the promises made on July 25 to
convince the out�t to withdraw its 36-day
agitation against exam irregularities. The march
will start at India Gate and head toward the Delhi
Police Headquarters, as per a statement. It said
the march would be led by kin of students who
died by suicide following the cancellation of the
NEET exam and the re-test, and those who were
allegedly subjected to police excesses during the
July agitation. The police said they have not
received any requests for a march. PTI

CJP announces Sept. 5 march,
police say no request received

INBRIEF
�

The o�ce of the Union Home Minister said on
Monday that three fugitive gangsters linked to the
Bambiha Gang, wanted for multiple crimes
including cross-border arms and
narco-tra�cking, were deported from Malaysia.
Indian agencies have facilitated the deportation
of 51 hardened criminals in 2026 alone, it said.
“Indian agencies got three gangsters
apprehended in Malaysia, deported them to
India, and sent them to police custody. The
fugitives, namely Jaspreet Singh, Ajay Singh and
Pawandeep Singh, are linked to Bambiha Gang
and are accused of multiple crimes, including
extortion, cross-border arms and
narco-tra�cking, and a foiled grenade attack in
Ludhiana,” it said in a post on X.

Three Bambiha gangsters
deported from Malaysia: govt.

The search and rescue operation for the sunken
Panama-�agged bulk carrier in the Bay of Bengal
has been expanded to cover a wider area, as
hopes of �nding the 22 remaining crew members
alive diminish with every passing hour. Despite
days-long search operations, neither debris of the
vessel nor any of its 22 missing crew members
could be traced, an Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
spokesperson said on Monday. The Navy and ICG
are coordinating the operation about 700 km
east of Visakhapatnam in the Bay of Bengal. “On
August 22, two Chinese nationals were rescued
after a distress call was received from MV Ocean

Winner, which had sailed with iron ore from
Paradip for China on August 20. The vessel sank
at a location where the sea is extremely deep,”
said Commandant Amit Uniyal, ICG spokesman.

Hopes fade for 22 sailors of
sunken MV Ocean Winner

Polls in India are conduct-
ed transparently under the
concurrent audit of politi-
cal parties, candidates or
their representatives at all
stages, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
said on Monday. 

He was speaking at the
second regional confe-
rence on ‘Electoral Litera-
cy Clubs (ELC 2.0) and ECI-
NET’ in Lucknow which
focuses on strengthening
electoral literacy and de-
mocratic awareness
among young citizens
through educational insti-
tutions. 

He said elections in In-
dia are held strictly as per
the Constitution, law and
instructions issued by the
Election Commission.

Indian polls
are conducted
transparently,
asserts CEC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday said that
he plans to meet Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi at
the upcoming summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) to be
held at Bishkek, Kyrgyz-
stan. He made the remarks
at the meeting with Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar, who called on Mr.
Putin in the Kremlin.

“At the beginning of our
conversation, I would like
to ask you to convey my ve-
ry best wishes to Mr. Modi.
I hope to see him soon, as
we planned, as part of our
work within the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisa-
tion,” said Mr. Putin. “It
looks like our schedules
may also allow us to meet
again this year,” he said.

At the meeting in the
Kremlin, Mr. Jaishankar
briefed the Russian Presi-
dent about his meetings in
Moscow and said, “Prime
Minister Modi looks for-
ward to meeting you at the
SCO summit, then welcom-
ing you to India for the
BRICS Summit, and, in due
course, as per your mutual
convenience, having the
annual summit, so we have

a very strong picture of
cooperation to present.”

Mr. Jaishankar handed
over a personal message
from the Prime Minister to
Mr. Putin.

‘Imbalance in trade’
The External A�airs Minis-
ter also co-chaired the 27th

India-Russia Inter-Govern-
mental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientif-
ic, Technological and Cul-
tural Cooperation with
First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Denis Manturov. 

“Our discussions fo-
cused on our cooperation
in trade, investments,
energy, fertilizers, nuclear,
connectivity, technology,
space and mobility do-
mains,” he said. He added

that India-Russia trade
should aim to touch $100
billion by 2030 but cau-
tioned against growing im-
balance in bilateral trade. 

“Progress on market ac-
cess, removal of tari� and
non-tari� barriers, streng-
thening payment mechan-
isms, and stronger busi-
ness-to-business
engagement will be critical
for addressing this imba-
lance and achieving our
shared objective of U.S.
$100 billion in bilateral
trade by 2030,” he said,
calling for growing engage-
ment between Indian and
Russian businesses. He re-
ferred to the “complicated
international scenario” as
a window for new oppor-
tunities and “de-risking”.

Jaishankar meets Putin in
Moscow, hands over PM
Modi’s personal message
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Cordial visit: Vladimir Putin and S. Jaishankar during their meeting

at Senate Palace of the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Monday. PTI

Keralam Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan has urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to keep in abeyance
the proposed transfer of
the Mangaluru area from
the Southern Railway’s Pa-
lakkad division to South
Western Railway’s Mysuru
division, as the bifurcation,
which was announced
without any consultation
with the State, has caused
serious concern in Kera-
lam owing to its “long-term
implications for the rail-
way infrastructure and de-
velopment prospects”.

In a letter to Mr. Modi on
Monday, he requested the
Prime Minister to direct
the Railway Ministry to re-
consider its decision after
due consultations with the
State. He said the Railway
Board’s decision to transf-
er the Mangaluru area up
to and including Ullal e�ec-
tive from October 1 this
year would have �nancial
implications for the State.

He said the Mangaluru
area accounts for more
than 90% of the freight re-
venue of the Palakkad divi-
sion, around ₹650 crore,
and contributes more than
50% of the division’s over-
all revenue of approxi-
mately ₹1,650 crore. 

CM urges PM
to drop move
to truncate
rail division

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval arrived in Beijing
on Monday ahead of the
25th round of talks bet-
ween the Special Repre-
sentatives (SRs) of India
and China on the boun-
dary question. Mr. Doval
will on Tuesday meet with
Politburo member and
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, his counterpart
as SR. He will also call on
Chinese Vice-President
Han Zheng, the Ministry of
External A�airs said.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry said the talks would
see “in-depth communica-
tion on the boundary ques-
tion”. “The talks between
the Special Representa-
tives... are the main chan-
nel for negotiations bet-
ween China and India on
the boundary question,
and also an important plat-

form for communication
between the two sides on
issues of mutual interest,”
spokesperson Lin Jian said.

“In August last year, Chi-
na and India successfully
held the 24th round of
talks during which the two
sides had an in-depth ex-
change of views on the
boundary question and
reached a number of com-
mon understandings. Dur-
ing this round of talks, the
two sides will continue the
in-depth communication
on the boundary question
in the spirit of the common

understandings between
leaders of the two coun-
tries to jointly keep the
border areas peaceful and
tranquil.” He said the two
sides would also exchange
views on bilateral relations
and international and re-
gional issues.

The visit comes ahead of
next month’s expected trip
to India by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for the Sep-
tember 12 BRICS Summit,
and provides both sides
the opportunity to take
stock of the relationship.

Ties have gradually nor-
malised following the 2024
meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Mr. Xi in Russia.

At the previous round of
SR talks in August 2025, In-
dia and China agreed on
setting up an Expert Group
under the WMCC “to ex-
plore Early Harvest in
boundary delimitation in
India-China border areas”.

Doval arrives in Beijing, set
for border talks today with
China’s Foreign Minister
Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Ajit Doval 

From a small room in a
commercial building in
Noida Sector 62, three wo-
men posing as HR execu-
tives at an airline company
spent their days calling
young jobseekers and of-
fering them roles at Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port. Except, the airline
did not exist. Neither did
the aviation institute they
claimed candidates had to
enrol in before joining.

Modus operandi
The telecallers, undergrad-
uates aged between 20 and
25, were arrested last
week, along with the al-
leged mastermind and two
other accomplices, for
duping job aspirants from
Delhi, Chandigarh, Harya-
na and Punjab, the Delhi
police said. Ten victims
have been identi�ed so far,

said an o�cer. The fraud is
believed to have lasted four
to �ve months, during
which the accused collect-
ed between ₹7,000 and
₹10,000 from each victim
as “registration” or “ad-
mission fee”, the police
said.

The crime came to light
after Vikas Kumar, a resi-
dent of Paharganj, came
across an Instagram adver-
tisement on June 10 o�er-
ing a job at “Bretish Air-
ways” based at IGI Airport.
After �lling in his details,

he received a call from a
woman who introduced
herself as Karishma. She
told him that a diploma in
airport management from
“Future Wings Learning
Institute” was mandatory
for the job. Mr. Kumar
transferred ₹7,000
through UPI. It was only
when the woman stopped
answering his calls, that
Mr. Kumar realised that he
had been cheated and that
no such airline exists.

The trail led investiga-
tors to a rented o�ce at
Gaur City Centre Mall in
Noida, where mastermind
Sandeep Kumar, 23, and
his associate Akhil Kumar,
27, were arrested on Au-
gust 18. Subsequently, the
police arrested Rakesh Ku-
mar, 47, a website develop-
er, who allegedly designed
and hosted the fake web-
sites for a fee, along with
Shweta, Sapna and Sakshi,
the telecallers.

6 arrested for fake airline
job racket; victims are from
Delhi, neighbouring States
Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI 

Two laptops and eight mobile

phones were seized from the

accused.
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T
he Congress on
Monday targeted
the Narendra Modi

government over unem-
ployment and price rise,
with party president Malli-
karjun Kharge accusing the
government of “complete-
ly ravaging” young India’s
entire pathway from edu-
cation to employment.

Mr. Kharge cited a re-
cent NITI Aayog report es-
timating that 8.7 crore In-
dians in the 15-29 age group
were not studying, work-
ing, or receiving training.
Youth unemployment
stood at 15.6%, rising to
19.5% among young wo-
men, he said, citing the Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey
for July.

“Where are the jobs af-
ter graduation,” Mr. Kharge
asked in a post on the so-

cial media platform X,
pointing out that graduates
account for 67% of unem-
ployed Indians aged 20 to
29. He questioned the pro-
mise of creating two crore
jobs every year, saying that
by that calculation, 24
crore jobs should have
been created in 12 years.

Mr. Kharge alleged that
lakhs of government posts

remained vacant, while se-
cure employment was in-
creasingly being replaced
by contractual and part-
time work. “Expensive and
inadequate education,
paper leaks, delayed re-
cruitment, a widening
skills gap, and disappear-
ing quality jobs have put
the future of an entire gen-
eration at risk,” he said.

“You, Modiji, promised
to achieve what previous
governments could not do
in 70 years! You have cer-
tainly delivered on that
boast: an education system
that costs more, infested
with RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh), ex-
aminations young Indians
cannot trust, and degrees
that increasingly come
without jobs,” the Con-
gress chief said.

The NITI Aayog report,
“Reimagining skilling for
Viksit Bharat@2047”,
based on data from the 78th

round of the National Sam-
ple Survey conducted in
2021, has called for subsi-
dised training programmes
to encourage self-employ-
ment, and align skills with
local demand and emerg-
ing sectors.

The Congress also at-
tacked the government ov-
er the rising prices of es-

sential commodities. The
party’s communications
chief, Jairam Ramesh, cited
a media report on a sharp
rise in onion prices, saying
prices in Nashik had in-
creased by around 76% in a
month, while wholesale
rates had doubled in some
States. 

“After sugar, now onions
too are slipping out of the
common man’s reach,” Mr.
Ramesh said on X. The go-
vernment’s bu�er stock
was empty, he said, adding
that the rising prices of
milk, oil, fruits, and other
essential commodities
were adding to the burden
on households. 

“The Modi government,
which claims to have ush-
ered in achche din (good
days), should explain how
the poor and middle class
were expected to make
ends meet,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

Congress targets Modi govt. on
price rise and unemployment

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge has accused the government

of putting the youth’s future at risk. FILE PHOTO

The party �ags rising prices of food items, including sugar, onions, and milk; party president Mallikarjun Kharge points out

that graduates account for 67% of unemployed Indians aged 20 to 29; he slams govt. for absence of jobs after graduation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI The Congress on Monday

accused the Narendra Mo-
di government of seeking
to undermine reservation
through what it termed a
“back door” route, citing
more than 8.2 lakh sanc-
tioned posts lying vacant
across civilian Central go-
vernment establishments.

The �gures showed that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government’s policy
of “conspiring to end” the
constitutional rights of dis-
advantaged communities
had been exposed, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said.

The charge came amid
the ongoing “reservation
hatao” (remove reserva-
tion) campaign, seeking to
end caste-based reserva-
tions in government jobs
and educational
institutions.

Sharing a Ministry-wise

breakup of the vacancies
on social media platform
X, Mr. Kharge said the
number had risen from
4.21 lakh in 2015 to 8.24
lakh in 2024.

According to the �gures
cited by him, the Railways
had 2.40 lakh vacant posts,
while the Defence Ministry
had 2.41 lakh vacancies.
The Home Ministry had
another 1.10 lakh vacant
posts, Mr. Kharge said.

He also alleged that 5.1
lakh permanent jobs had
been eliminated in public
sector undertakings, while
the share of contractual
workers had increased
from 19% to 49%.

“The question is not just
about employment, but

about social justice,” Mr.
Kharge said. He argued
that keeping government
posts vacant would e�ec-
tively deny reserved-cate-
gory candidates opportun-
ities, while the sale of PSUs
and increasing contractual
employment would furth-
er shrink the availability of
jobs covered by
reservation.

“To end reservations, it
is not necessary to amend
the Constitution — just
eliminating jobs with reser-
vations is enough,” he said.

The Congress president
alleged that the BJP’s ap-
proach was aimed at wea-
kening the constitutional
safeguards for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
Other Backward Classes,
and Economically Weaker
Sections.

The Congress has
sought to frame vacancies
and changes in public em-
ployment as part of a wider
question of social justice.

Over 8.2 lakh
sanctioned posts are
lying vacant across
civilian Central govt.
establishments

Citing vacancies, Congress
chief says Modi government
is trying to end reservation 

The Hindu Bureau
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Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Monday wrote
to Maharashtra Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
alleging that rules govern-
ing tribal hostels were un-
dermining the dignity and
access to education of stu-
dents and said Adivasi stu-
dents had been on hunger
strike for over 10 days.

In his letter to Mr. Fad-
navis, Mr. Gandhi followed
up on interactions with
students in Pune during
the Chhatron ki Gunj (echo
of students) programme
last Saturday. He said stu-
dents from across Maha-
rashtra had told him about
hostel rules that “strip
them of their dignity and
shut o� their path to edu-
cation”. Mr. Gandhi ex-
pressed particular concern
over facilities for women,
sayingsaid female students
returning after an extend-
ed absence were required
to undergo pregnancy
tests and other medical ex-
aminations to establish
their “�tness”. This was an
“attack on their dignity
and humanity”, he said.

Mr. Gandhi �agged a
rule barring those above
30 from hostel accommo-
dation, saying it excluded
many students still com-
pleting their studies or pre-
paring for examinations.

He also alleged that hos-
tels were unsafe and often
lacked food, sanitation and

medical care, with stu-
dents su�ering injuries
and deaths, including from
snake bites. “These stu-
dents are not asking for
charity. They are demand-
ing what is theirs by right,”
Mr. Gandhi said, urging Mr.
Fadnavis to hear the stu-
dents’ concerns.

Earlier in the day, the
party had sought a special
committee to probe the
deaths of tribal children al-
legedly due to malnutrition
in Madhya Pradesh and of
tribal girls following snake-
bite in Maharashtra and
demanded action against
o�cials found responsible.
Adivasi Congress chief Vik-
rant Bhuria also called for
a safety audit of tribal hos-
tels, citing alleged lapses in
facilities in the two States. 

Turning to Maharashtra,
he alleged that more than
70 girls at a tribal hostel in
Gadchiroli were made to
sleep on the �oor in a sin-
gle room. Six girls were
hospitalised following a
snakebite incident, of
whom three died, he said.

Rules at tribal hostels
undermining dignity 
of students, says Rahul

Rahul Gandhi 

The Hindu Bureau
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Indian o�cials followed
the “standard practice” of
checking the modalities for
public appearances by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ahead of his meeting
with U.S. President Donald
Trump on the sidelines of
the G7 summit in France
earlier this year, o�cial
sources said on Monday. 

This comes hours after
U.S. Ambassador Sergio
Gor claimed that the Exter-
nal A�airs Ministry had
asked for the press event
not to feature questions.
Mr. Gor went on to say that
Mr. Trump subsequently
forgot about the purported
request and went on to
answer questions from
journalists for 45 minutes.

“Discussions regarding
arrangements for public
appearances of leaders are
normal practice ahead of
any VVIP visit. In this re-
gard, the Indian side com-
municated its standard
practice for such visits,” a
source said, referring to
the interaction between
Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump in
Evian, France, on June 17,
2026.

Addressing a media con-
clave on Sunday, Mr. Gor
said the Ministry had an
“ask” regarding making
the meeting between the
two leaders free of ques-
tions from the press. 

Mr. Trump, however,
forgot about the Indian
side’s “ask”, Mr. Gor

claimed, and proceeded to
answer questions. “A 45-
minute press conference
followed, and everything
was on the table,” he said.

O�cial sources, howev-
er, pointed out that during
the press interaction, all
questions, both from U.S.
and Indian presspersons,
were aimed at Mr. Trump
and that Mr. Modi was not
asked any questions.

‘PM afraid of media’
Meanwhile, the Congress
said the o�ce of the Prime
Minister was being “dimin-
ished and disrespected”.

In a post on X, Congress
leader Pawan Khera said
Mr. Gor’s remarks were re-
vealing, suggesting that
avoiding questions from
the media was a regular
practice under Mr. Modi.
“Why is Modi so afraid of
facing the media?” he
asked.

In another post, Mr.
Khera said Mr. Trump had
not taken Mr. Modi’s con-
cerns seriously. “A com-
promised PM is not taken
seriously,” he said.

‘Standard practice’
followed, say o�cials
on U.S. envoy remarks
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Sergio Gor 

BJP president Nitin Nabin
on Monday said Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s lea-
dership was taking forward
Sant Ravidas’s ideals of so-
cial harmony, equality and
sel�ess service, with deve-
lopment reaching the
poorest of the poor. 

He was speaking at the
party’s Samrasta Sankalp
Abhiyan (Social Harmony
Pledge Campaign) event,
organised to mark the
650th birth anniversary of
Sant Shiromani Ravidas, a
Bhakti poet, who fought
for the marginalised sec-

tions of society.
Mr. Nabin said that un-

der the Modi government,
development schemes
were being delivered to the
poor and the last person in
society. About 25 crore pe-
ople had been brought out
of poverty, he said. He said
the BJP’s resolve was to un-
ite every section of society
and realise the goal of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047. 

Among those present
were Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, BJP State
president and Minister of
State Harsh Malhotra. Mr.
Nabin said the party’s en-
tire cadre was carrying for-
ward the campaign. 

‘PM taking forward
Sant Ravidas’s ideals’ 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The government and the
Opposition sparred on
Monday over the future of
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), with
Congress general secretary
(communication) Jairam
Ramesh raising concern
over a reported privatisa-
tion push in the space sec-
tor, and Union Minister of
State for Science and Tech-
nology Jitendra Singh say-
ing the nation’s space pro-
gramme was being “scaled
up”, not scaled back.

Reports about ISRO’s fu-
ture role had raised “legiti-
mate concerns”, given the
capabilities it built over six
decades under scientists,
including Vikram Sarab-
hai, Satish Dhawan, Brahm
Prakash, U.R. Rao, and
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Mr. Ra-
mesh said. 

ISRO’s role in rocket de-
velopment and manufac-
turing could be “severely
limited”, he alleged, ad-
ding that a substantial part
of its satellite-related assets
could be transferred to
private companies. He
questioned the reported
plan to hand over the se-
cond spaceport being de-
veloped at Kulasekarapatti-
nam in Tamil Nadu, for
which ISRO is investing
about ₹1,000 crore, to a
private company.

‘Over 100 resignations’
“The future of the historic
Sriharikota spaceport in
Andhra Pradesh is itself

anybody’s guess,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said. He also claimed
that 100-120 key ISRO pro-
fessionals had left the or-
ganisation in recent
months, “perhaps seeing
the writing on the wall”.

Responding to Mr. Ra-
mesh, Dr. Singh accused
him of being determined to
“run down every Indian
achievement”. “ISRO is not
being weakened. It is being
enabled to concentrate in-
creasingly on the frontier
missions — Gaganyaan,
Chandrayaan-4, the Bhara-
tiya Antariksh Station, and
future missions to the
moon, Venus and Mars,”
the Minister said. As India
targets 50 launches a year,
industry would have to
emerge as the manufactur-
er at scale while ISRO fo-
cused on developing next-

generation technologies
and missions, Dr. Singh
said. He described this as
the “natural evolution” of
the space programme.

More start-ups
Citing the expansion of
private participation, he
said India now had more
than 440 space start-ups,
and referred to the July 18
launch of Skyroot Aeros-
pace’s Vikram-1, which he
said was the �rst privately
developed Indian rocket to
reach orbit. “That is not IS-
RO’s legacy being diluted.
That is ISRO’s legacy bear-
ing fruit,” Dr. Singh said.

The government was
targeting a $44-billion
space economy, requiring
private rocket factories, sa-
tellite manufacturing facili-
ties, and a deeper supply

chain, alongside ISRO’s re-
search and frontier mis-
sions, he said. The govern-
ment’s model was “ISRO
and industry together”,
rather than ISRO versus in-
dustry, he added.

Sriharikota would re-
main central to major pro-
grammes, including PSLV,
LVM3 and human space-
�ight, while Kulasekarapat-
tinam would add capacity
for the growing small-
launch sector, he said.

Dr. Singh also cited the
increase in foreign satel-
lites launched by ISRO
from 35 before 2014 to
more than 430, and Chan-
drayaan-3’s successful
landing near the Moon’s
south polar region, to high-
light what he described as
the results of the govern-
ment’s space strategy.

Opposition raises concerns over
‘weakening’ of ISRO; Centre hits back
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for S&T Jitendra Singh says ISRO is focusing on

frontier missions such as Gaganyaan. FILE PHOTO

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay on Monday announced
the reimbursement of the
cost of three domestic LPG
cylinders a year for eligible
home-makers under the
Annapoorani Super Six
Scheme, which will be
launched on Pongal Day in
2027. A total of 1,30,16,104
families will bene�t from
the scheme, which is ex-
pected to cost the govern-
ment around ₹4,000 crore
a year. 

In the run-up to the As-
sembly election, Mr. Vijay
had promised six free LPG
cylinders to each family a
year and free travel for wo-

men on all government
buses across Tamil Nadu.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Assembly, the
Chief Minister said the mo-
ney for the cylinders
would be credited into the
bank accounts of the be-
ne�ciaries. “The govern-
ment will collect the list
from the oil companies af-
ter the bene�ciaries re-
ceive the cylinders follow-
ing registration and credit
the money into their bank
accounts,” he said.

Criteria for eligibility
Families with an annual in-
come not exceeding ₹2.5
lakh, middle and marginal
farmers, and families of
persons with disabilities

are eligible for the free
cylinders.

Mr. Vijay said there had
been a shortage of cylin-
ders in the last four

months because of the war
in West Asia, forcing the
people to opt for alterna-
tive fuels. The increase in
fuel prices had also eaten

In a suo motu statement,
he said women are now al-
lowed to travel free only on
ordinary buses in the cities
and municipal areas, and
in the hill areas for up to 40
km. He said that from Oc-
tober 2, women could tra-
vel without paying fares on
mofussil buses plying bet-
ween districts and on bus-
es operating in the hill
areas.

“There is no income
ceiling or other restric-
tions. The expansion will
enable girl students to tra-
vel to colleges at faraway
places and women to tra-
vel across the State. Trans-
gender persons can also
make use of the scheme,”
he said.

into the family income.
“Though the government
is facing a �nancial crisis, it
has decided to reimburse
the money for the LPG cy-
linders to ease the burden
on the people and ful�l the
TVK’s election promise,”
he said. 

‘No restrictions’
Mr. Vijay also announced
the expansion of the Vettri
Payanam scheme (pre-
viously Vidiyal Payanam)
to allow women to travel
on express, LSS, and de-
luxe buses. The expansion
will come into e�ect on
Gandhi Jayanti (October 2)
and cost the exchequer
roughly ₹6,000 crore a
year.

T.N. govt. to pay for three domestic LPG cylinders a year: CM 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay speaking at the Assembly

session on Monday.

BJP rejects Cong.
charge, says space
sector is growing

NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday rejected

the Congress’ assertion that

the Narendra Modi government

was pursuing an “aggressive

privatisation agenda” in the

space sector, stating that the

space programme went from a

predominantly government-led

initiative into a broader

ecosystem. “I understand your

frustration with India’s

remarkable journey in space.

But the numbers tell a story

that is di�icult to ignore”, BJP

spokesperson Pradeep

Bhandari said.
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Milad-un-Nabi, also known as Mawlid al-Nawabi, marks
the observance of the birth of the Islamic Prophet Mu-
hammed. Celebrated on the 12th day of Rabi ’al-Awwal,
the third month of the Islamic calendar, this occasion
holds deep spiritual signi�cance for millions of Muslims
across the globe. The day serves primarily as a sacred time
for re�ection, gratitude and remembrance, said Syed
Meeran.

Rather than a grand, ostentatious holiday, Milad-un-Na-
bi is centered on honouring the life, teachings and noble
character (Akhlaq) of Prophet Muhammed. Devotees gath-
er in mosques, community centres and homes to listen to
lectures detailing his life story, recite poetry in his praise
(Nats or Mawlid compositions) and readings from the
Koran.

Central to the celebration is the message of universal
peace, compassion and charity. Prophet Muhammed is re-
garded in Islam as Rahmatan lil-Aalamin (a mercy to the
worlds) and the observance emphasises his legacy of kind-
ness towards the poor, social justice, forgiveness and com-
munity service. Across many traditions, communities pre-
pare elaborate feasts, distribute food to the less fortunate
and organise charitable drives to honour his altruistic spi-
rit. Emulating the Prophet’s concern for the vulnerable fa-
milies and feeding them is a core aspect on this day. Ulti-
mately, Milad-un-Nabi is more than a historical
commemoration. It acts as an annual renewal of faith, en-
couraging believers to embody the Prophet’s virtues —
honesty, humility, patience and love — in their daily lives,
strengthening social harmony and spiritual growth.

Celebrating Prophet’s birth

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Heavy showers in many parts of north India on
Monday triggered �ight diversion, waterlogging,
and massive tra�c disruption, especially in the
the Delhi-NCR region, which received the bulk of
the rainfall. Tra�c snarls were the worst in
Gurugram where parents carrying children on
their shoulders were seen wading through
�ooded roads and vehicles were seen stuck on
waterlogged roads. Vehicles were stuck in water
around Rajiv Chowk, while school buses and
ambulances were also caught in waterlogging on
Sohna Road. At least 15 �ights were diverted,
scores delayed, and some cancelled at the Delhi
airport due to inclement weather conditions. PTI

Daily life a�ected as heavy
shower hits Delhi-NCR region

The United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU) will
begin a nationwide strike on September 11 over
the delay in implementing a �ve-day banking
week, di�erences over performance-linked
incentive schemes, and several other pending
demands, including pension related issues. The
UFBU, an umbrella body of nine bank
employees’ and o�cers’ unions, has also
threatened a subsequent three-day nationwide
strike beginning September 28, coinciding with
half-yearly closure. They have also decided to go
on an inde�nite strike from October 26
onwards.The decision was taken at a meeting
held on Sunday with the UBFU. PTI

Bank unions call nationwide
strike on September 11 
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Across

1 Master dwelt on awful accident in nuclear reactor (8)

5 Extract from ripe cacao that's used to induce vomiting (6)

10 Mysterious moans in stately home (7)

11 Wine merchant beginning to visit model in secret (7)

12 Look at hunk, ultimately sexy (5)

13 Thievish con lures a drunk (9)

14 Cynthia baked crackers some time ago (4,2,3,3)

18 Inadequate actions that pint drinkers avoid? (4,8)

21 Love to cuddle over essentially comfortable mat in front of
fireplace (9)

23 Ru�le Republican in charge (5)

24 A con is running outside institute in capital city (7)

25 Invalidate union with sick, regressive fellow in New York (7)

26 Provides vehicles to tour Tenerife on vacation (6)

27 Extremely wealthy youth at premiere consuming ecstasy in fact
is naive (4-4)

Down

1 Starts to malign inept member, very upset about bloomer (6)

2 Group enthralled by alcohol, in euphoria (4,2)

3 Raised millions to acquire secluded place producing milk (5,4)

4 New tea maker with new lid worked very well (4,4,1,5)

6 British coppers in compound caught rogue finally (5)

7 Bond interrupts criminals making agreements (8)

8 Bows and arrows at first removed from terribly rusty case (8)

9 Go nude in revel, cavorting after consuming cocaine in excess
(14)

15 Hydrogen and nitrogen extracted essentially in a careful
manner (9)

16 Infernal leader of hoodlums restrained by chief, shot in the arm
(8)

17 Straightforward copper probing violent cartel (5-3)

19 Cotton fabric turning yellow, fraying at centre (6)

20 Romped in Portugal with hot European lady (6)

22 Revolting scoundrel grabs son on base - it's shocking (5)
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F
ormer Union Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram
on Monday strongly

opposed the proposal for
simultaneous Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections
while appearing before the
Joint Committee of Parlia-
ment ( JPC) examining the
Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2024. 

He described the initia-
tive as “monstrous”,
“mindless” and “unconsti-
tutional”.

According to sources,
Mr. Chidambaram told the
committee that the pro-
posed legislation, which
seeks to synchronise Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions under the “One Na-
tion, One Election” frame-
work, violates the
Constitution’s Basic Struc-
ture. The senior Congress
leader argued that curtail-
ing the tenure of a legisla-
ture elected for a �xed �ve-

year term would directly
undermine constitutional
principles and parliamen-
tary democracy.

‘Govt. lacks majority’
The former Home and Fi-
nance Minister said his
conscience did not permit
him to support the Bills,
and contended that the go-
vernment lacked the re-
quired two-thirds majority
needed for the constitu-
tional amendment. Sourc-
es said the committee re-
corded his concerns and
invited speci�c suggestions
and recommendations for
improving the legislation.

The committee, headed

by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary,
held a three-part meeting
on Monday. The �rst part
was with Mr. Chidamba-
ram, second part with Pad-
ma awardees, and third
with two independent
think-tanks.

A group of 10 Padma
awardees, including Tarlo-
chan Singh, Navin Khanna,
Meenakshi Jain and Niru
Kumar, appeared before
the panel. While some sup-
ported simultaneous elec-
tions, others cautioned
that the move could create
“chaos” in the country.

Ms. Jain argued that re-
peated enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct
disrupted development
projects, and said synchro-
nised elections would al-
low uninterrupted imple-
mentation of regional
development pro-
grammes. 

Dr. Saumitra Rawat said
continuous election cycles
a�ected academic calen-
dars and entrance exami-
nations such as NEET,
while cardiologist Ashok
Seth pointed to the strain

recurrent polls placed on
the healthcare system
through repeated diver-
sion of medical and admi-
nistrative personnel.

Many of the Padma
awardees recommended
clearer statutory provi-
sions governing election
schedules and timelines
for fresh elections.

The committee later
heard submissions from
Nation First Policy Re-
search and the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy,
both of which suggested
that the law in its present
form has many in�rmities.
The organisations called
for clearly de�ned and jud-
icially reviewable grounds
for postponing Assembly
elections, �xed outer limits
for any deferment, and
mandatory parliamentary
oversight. 

They also stressed the
need to avoid governance
vacuums during election
deferrals, suggesting either
structured limits on Presi-
dent’s Rule or caretaker go-
vernments restricted to
routine administration. 

Bills on simultaneous elections
unconstitutional: Cong. leader
Chidambaram tells JPC proposed legislation violates Constitution’s Basic Structure; think tanks

point to in�rmities; while some Padma awardees support move, others say it can lead to chaos

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

P. Chidambaram

The Union Health Ministry
has proposed amend-
ments to the Medical Dev-
ices Rules, 2017, to pro-
mote ease of doing
business. The amend-
ments seek to simplify reg-
ulatory requirements,
standardise testing fees
and facilitate faster market
access for eligible medical
devices.

The Centre has eased
regulatory requirements
for medical device manu-
facturers by removing the
need for a separate licence
for outsourced sterilisation
and expanding the list of
countries and regulatory
jurisdictions whose appro-
vals can facilitate waiver of
clinical investigation re-
quirements in India, a re-
lease issued by the Minis-
try said on Monday .

Under the proposed
amendment to Rule 44,
manufacturers that out-
source sterilisation of their
medical devices to a facili-
ty holding a valid licence
under the Medical Devices
Rules, 2017, will no longer
have to obtain a separate

loan licence for the sterili-
sation activity.

Earlier, manufacturers
had to secure a separate
loan licence even when the
outsourced sterilisation fa-
cility itself held a valid li-
cence. The government
said removing the duplica-
tion would reduce paper-
work, administrative bur-
den and compliance costs,
particularly for manufac-
turers without their own
sterilisation facilities.

However, a traceability
requirement has been re-
tained. Manufacturers will
have to mention the li-
cence number of the steril-
isation facility on the med-
ical device label. A
six-month transition pe-

riod has been provided to
allow companies to modify
labels, packaging and relat-
ed processes. 

The government said
the change was intended to
balance regulatory over-
sight with ease of doing bu-
siness by retaining tracea-
bility while simplifying the
licensing framework. 

In another change, the
amendment to Rule 63 in-
cludes the European Un-
ion (EU) among the strin-
gent regulatory
jurisdictions recognised
for waiving clinical investi-
gation requirements for
medical devices that do
not have predicate devices
in India. The provision al-
ready recognises the Unit-
ed States, the United King-
dom, Australia, Canada
and Japan. With the EU
now included, medical
devices approved in the EU
that meet the eligibility
conditions can bene�t
from the waiver provisions
in India. The move is ex-
pected to reduce regulato-
ry timelines for importers
and manufacturers and fa-
cilitate quicker availability
of newer medical technol-
ogies to Indian patients.

Centre moves to simplify
medical device regulations
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The change is intended to

balance regulatory oversight

with ease of doing business.

Union Education Minister
Pralhad Joshi convened a
meeting with o�cials of
the Department of School
Education and Literacy on
Monday to address contro-
versies surrounding the
Central Board of Secon-

dary Education (CBSE).
“The meeting reviewed

key priorities for streng-
thening CBSE’s academic,
examination and adminis-
trative processes, with a fo-
cus on greater e�ciency,
transparency and im-
proved support for stu-
dents and teachers,” Mr.
Joshi wrote on X.

Education Minister
reviews ‘key priorities’
to strengthen CBSE 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday issued notice to
the State of Jharkhand and
the Jharkhand Public Ser-
vice Commission on a peti-
tion seeking an indepen-
dent, time-bound Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into alleged
malpractices in the Jhark-
hand Combined Civil Ser-
vices Preliminary
Examination.

A Bench headed by the
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant was hearing a petition
�led by activist Harisharan
Devgan, represented by se-
nior advocate Manan Ku-
mar Mishra and Satyam
Singh Rajput.

Students had been prot-
esting for over a month
against alleged malpractic-
es in the State-conducted
exam, Mr. Mishra said. It
was imperative to have the
allegations in the case
probed by an independent
agency, such as the CBI,
rather than the State CID,
which is currently investi-
gating the case, he added. 

SC notice to
Jharkhand on
plea on exam
irregularities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three men have been arrested for the alleged
gang rape of a 17-year-old girl in Madhya
Pradesh’s Pachmarhi, the police said on Monday.
According to the police, the incident took place
on August 19 when the survivor was waiting at a
bus stop with her male friend when a vehicle
driver arrived there with two other men and took
them to a dense forest. Speaking to The Hindu,
Narmadapuram Range Deputy Inspector-General
of Police Birendra Kumar Singh said: “The three
accused took the victims in their car by black-
mailing them using their photographs. In the
forest, they tied up the boy and assaulted the
girl.”

3 arrested for gang rape of
teenager in Madhya Pradesh

The government on Mon-
day lifted the export ban
on wheat and its products
with immediate e�ect and
said the decision was
aimed at boosting farmers’
income amid depressed
domestic prices.

Early this year, the go-
vernment had allowed ex-

port of 50 lakh tonnes of
wheat and 10 lakh tonnes
of wheat products. India,
the world’s second-largest
wheat producer, banned
wheat exports in May 2022
as part of measures to con-
trol rising domestic prices.

The government has al-
so removed export ban on
wheat �our and other pro-
ducts such as maida, semo-
lina, and wholemeal atta.

Centre lifts ban on
wheat exports amid
depressed local prices
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Holding simultaneous elec-
tions for the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies in 2029
under “One Nation, One
Election” is possible if the
Constitution is amended
and State governments
support the move, accord-
ing to P.P. Chaudhary, the
Chairman of the panel exa-
mining the related Bills.

Mr. Chaudhary said on
Monday that if the consti-
tutional amendment is ap-
proved in Parliament by
2028, the rollout of “One
Nation, One Election” can
begin that same year.

“Under the Indian Con-
stitution, the States are em-
powered to hold simulta-
neous polls,” he said after a
meeting of the panel.

Mr. Chaudhary said
there may be di�erent opi-
nions of political parties,
but the committee has to
work together in the inter-
est of the country.

Mr. Chaudhary said the
Parliament mandated the
committee to �x the short-
comings, if any, and make
sure that the simultaneous
polls are held successfully.

Simultaneous
polls possible
in 2029, says
panel chief

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Monday said wo-
men protesters could di-
rectly approach the nodal
o�cer of the High Powered
Enquiry Committee with
complaints of sexual mol-
estation against police per-
sonnel during the crack-
down on NEET-UG protests
on July 20 in New Delhi.

The nodal o�cer of the
panel would be a judicial
o�cer. The court’s expla-
nation came in response to
an oral mentioning made
by senior advocate Shobha
Gupta. Ms. Gupta said
there should be separate,
sensitive mechanism for
women protesters to �le
their complaints and seek
legal action against police
personnel. 

The court suggested the
panel take up, on a priority
basis, allegations of target-
ed violence, harassment,
and molestation of female
protesters. It was urged to
assess the grievous harm
and injury allegedly
caused to protesters by
police authorities and se-
curity personnel.

Panel will take
up plaints of
sexual assault
by police: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

At least 56 people were hospitalised after a
leakage in a 900-kg-capacity chlorine gas
cylinder at the water treatment plant of the
Maharashtra Jeevan Pradhikaran in Nagpur
district on Monday, o�cials said. The leak was
detected in the two chlorine gas cylinders at the
Godhani water puri�cation plant in the morning
hours. Under the guidance of the Nagpur
Collector, the Directorate of Health Services,
industrial safety authorities and an NDRF team
coordinated to mitigate the potential danger from
the accident, said a release. At present, 45 people
remain hospitalised, of whom eight are receiving
treatment in the ICU. PTI

56 in hospital after gas leak at
Nagpur water treatment plant
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P
atient data, including medical
records and patient
experiences, are essential for
scientists to develop new

treatments, especially for rare diseases.
The data help identify diagnostic
biomarkers, predict disease progression,
and help investigators design better
clinical trials.

This is important because clinical trials
are required to show that a new treatment
is safe and e�ective before a country’s
regulators approve it. Conventional
clinical trials involve a large number of
participants and include both treatment
and control groups. However, for rare
diseases, too few people are eligible to
participate, and it is not possible to have a
control group.

In these situations, patient registries
and natural-history studies can provide
real-world data that can serve as ‘external’
controls. Natural-history studies record
clinical parameters, including those
reported by patients, over time, allowing
clinicians to model disease progression in
the absence of treatments. Patient data
can also help scientists identify suitable
participants and meaningful clinical
endpoints to properly evaluate
complicated treatments.

Thus, by improving trial design and
reducing uncertainty, comprehensive
patient datasets can help researchers
develop drugs faster, increase the chances
of their receiving regulatory approval, and
ultimately help bring safe and e�ective
treatments to patients with rare diseases
more quickly.

Patient data collective
For example, patient information
collected over many years helped doctors
understand how spinal muscular atrophy
— a rare genetic condition that damages
the spinal cord — progresses, identify the
best ways to measure improvement,
design good clinical trials, prove
treatments work, and show that treating
patients early gives the best results.

Recent advances in arti�cial
intelligence (AI) models now make these
goals possible in new ways — provided
good patient data are available.
Researchers can collect this data in two
steps: �rst, create a community of
patients with a given condition; and
second, collect a range of medical and
diagnostic records for those patients.

To implement this, the authors
propose a cooperative model to create a
‘Patient Data Collective’ (PDC). The
inspiration comes from the dairy
cooperative Amul, which serves lakhs of
farmers in India and ploughs back most of
the pro�ts from milk and milk-derived
products to them. Amul also o�ers
veterinary care and at-cost feed for cattle.

Similarly, a PDC for rare diseases in
India can serve as a cooperative that
holds patients’ data on their behalf to
facilitate research, and which returns
most, if any, of the revenue back to them.
And the PDC can act on behalf of patients
just as Amul does on behalf of farmers. It
will access data from patient advocacy

groups, the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Health Mission, hospital records, the
Centres of Excellence for Rare Diseases,
clinicians, and other repositories.

In addition to its centralised repository,
the PDC could have AI-based data
analytics, with safeguards in place. That
is, once a patient is registered, their
consent to have their data collected,
stored, analysed, and, indeed, protected.

Worldwide, patient advocacy groups
are already helping research communities
accelerate the development of drugs for
rare diseases and navigate the approval
ecosystem. 

This movement has also reached India,
and active disease-speci�c groups could
play a critical role in setting up and
operating the PDC as well.

Setting up a collective
The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has already set up a rare disease
registry based on data uploaded by a few
experts from 19 specialised hospitals. The
registry has collected data on around
4,000 patients with select diseases over
the last �ve years.

Valuable though this resource is, it is
also minuscule compared to India’s
population. Given Indians’ experience
with public registries, the data collection
exercise behind the PDC should be
�exible and inclusive, while maintaining
accuracy and abiding by the highest
ethical and legal standards.

This, in turn, is possible only as a
patient-centric initiative with support
from non-governmental organisations.
Although setting up the proposed portal
and backend database to accept data from
all stakeholders while adhering to
standards about accuracy, ethics, safety,
and legality will be di�cult, it is feasible,

as demonstrated by the Citizen Health
Platform operating in the U.S.

Once the portal is set up, patient data
will need to be made easily available to
the PDC through digital health records
maintained by both public and private
health providers. To aggregate scattered
medical histories, genetic reports, and
clinical notes, India can leverage its
Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mission:
to mandate a clear governance model for
a specialised, secure digital health locker
or for the PDC to maintain patient records
as such a locker.

Alongside a data repository, generative
AI can be used as a tool to synthesise
from large volumes of medical records
medically relevant patterns that can
inform doctors’ and patients’ decisions.
Indeed, if an AI model is trained to
engage with users in their local language,
it can help analyse medical information to
suggest possible diagnoses and lay out the
various options, and thus encourage
participation from diverse groups of
patients.

Attracting drug developers
Support from the government or
philanthropic organisations is needed to
develop a platform with such AI
capabilities, with clear governance and

oversight. In fact, the PDC should
deliberately attempt to generate useful
data. The authors suggest encouraging
natural-history registries led by patient
advocacy groups to generate longitudinal
real-world evidence datasets. The groups
can be funded to initiate natural history
studies for their target diseases, with the
data then channelled to the PDC.

Aggregating granular, everyday
patient-reported metrics across India’s
unique, genetically diverse endogamous
populations could also attract drug
developers from abroad seeking
ethnically speci�c target-validation
cohorts.

Rare disease revolution
With recent updates to India’s New Drugs
and Clinical Trials Rules, which embrace
advanced computational modelling and
non-animal testing models, Indian
biotechnology and pharmaceutical
companies can use the PDC to rapidly
pre-screen and construct virtual synthetic
control groups, making small-batch
orphan drug evaluation clinically and
�nancially viable within domestic
budgets. Just as Amul and the other
cooperatives it inspired made India
milk-secure and secured the livelihoods of
millions of farmers, so too would a PDC
have an outsized impact on drug
discovery for most rare diseases,
contributing to the good health of many
patients who currently have few
treatment options.

(Alok Bhattacharya is an honorary visiting
professor at the Tata Institute for Genetics
and Society, Bengaluru. Gayatri Saberwal
is a consultant at the Institute.
alok.bhattacharya@gmail.com,
gayatri.saberwal@gmail.com) 

What Amul can teach us about
helping rare-disease patients
Just as Amul and the other cooperatives it inspired made India milk-secure and secured the livelihoods of millions of farmers, so too could a patient

data collective have an outsized impact on drug discovery for most rare diseases, contributing to the health of patients with few treatment options

A patient data collective for rare diseases in India can serve as a cooperative that holds patients’ data on their behalf to facilitate research, and which returns
most, if any, of the revenue back to them. Representative image. VITALY GARIEV/UNSPLASH 

Alok Bhattacharya
Gayatri Saberwal

Patients’ medical records are
essential for scientists to develop
new treatments, especially for
rare diseases; the data help
researchers identify diagnostic
biomarkers, predict disease
progression, and design better
clinical trials
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T
his year’s El Niño weather pattern
will be the biggest in over a
century and could make 2027 the

hottest year globally, Britain’s national
weather agency predicted Friday.

An El Niño weather event happens
when warming sea surface temperatures
in the tropical eastern Paci�c trigger
worldwide changes in winds, atmospheric
pressure and rainfall, as well as higher
global temperatures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of long-range
forecasting at the weather agency, told
the BBC: “We are expecting the biggest El
Niño for over a century, peaking at
something over three degrees -- that is
unheard of in modern climate records.”

This means Paci�c water would heat
up more than 3 degree Celsius above the
norm in the coming months.

El Niño occurs when water
temperatures rise at least 0.5 degree
Celsius above the baseline. 

A record El Niño would be “adding to
the stresses of climate change” following a
summer of heatwaves across Europe, the

Met O�ce said in a blog.
Temperatures in the Paci�c region are

currently running about 2.6 degree
Celsius above a rolling 30-year average,
according to the Climate Brink dashboard
based on data from the U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

“We should be clear that this is an
unprecedented event,” British scientist
Scaife said in a Met O�ce blog.

If the forecast is accurate, then 2026
“will far exceed our recent experience of
El Niño and its worldwide climate
in�uences”, said the physicist who
specialises in climate modelling. 

“I have never seen an El Niño signal
this intense in our forecasts,” he added,
with even a 2 degree Celsius rise
considered a “really big event”.

El Niño typically results in drier
conditions across southeast Asia,
Australia, southern Africa, and northern
Brazil, and wetter conditions in the Horn
of Africa, the southern United States, Peru
and Ecuador. This year’s anomalous
warmth will have particularly strong
e�ects throughout the Tropics, Scaife
said. Forecasters “expect really severe
droughts in places like South America,
and the West Paci�c”, he added.

El Niño is already causing well below
normal rainfall in India, the Met O�ce
said.

The weather event is also expected to
prompt “increased rainfall and
storminess in the autumn here in the U.K.
around November time”, Scaife said.

Since El Niño events drive up the global
average temperature, 2027 is now “very
likely to replace 2024 as the warmest year
on record”, said Nick Dunstone, another
Met O�ce scientist.

The British forecast for a very strong El
Niño was in line with other forecasts:
Carlo Buontempo, director of the
European Union’s Copernicus Climate
Change Service, said in January that 2026
could be “another record-breaking year”.

Peruvian and Ecuadoran �shermen
coined the term El Niño (”the boy” or
“the Christ Child”) in the 19th century for
the arrival of an unusually warm ocean
current o� the coast that reduced their
catch just before Christmas. This phase of
natural climate oscillation between high
and low temperatures occurs every two to
seven years, according to meteorologists.

U.K. forecasts
‘biggest’ El Niño
yet will break
heat records

A villager seen with bottles of spring water in
Gunung Batur, Indonesia, amid struggles to
access groundwater due to El Niño impact. AFP 

British forecasts have shown an
exceptionally strong El Niño
signal, where even a 2 degree
Celsuis rise in temperature could
be treated as a ‘really big event’

Agence France-Presse
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QUESTION 1

In his 1623 book 'The Assayer',
which also contained his famous
line about nature being written in
mathematics, Galileo argued that
the ______ of 1618 were optical
illusions and atmospheric e�ects
rather than real events. His
opponent Orazio Grassi, whom he
mocked mercilessly, was much
less wrong. Fill in the blank.
X

QUESTION 2

Galileo’s notebooks from
December 1612 and January 1613
show an object near Jupiter that
he found had moved between the
sightings and which he identified
as a ‘star’. He had actually
spotted X, whose discovery is
credited to Johann Galle and
Heinrich d’Arrest because they
identified it correctly as a planet.
Name X.
X

QUESTION 3

The Italian nun Maria Celeste was
Galileo’s closest correspondent.

She was placed in a Franciscan
convent at 13 with poor marriage
prospects. She wrote him 124
surviving letters, mended his
shirts, sent him sweets, and
managed his a�airs during the
trial. The convent destroyed his
replies after she died. How was
Maria Celeste related to Galileo?
X

QUESTION 4

The four natural satellites that
Galileo found in January 1610 he
christened the “Medicean stars”,
dedicating them to Y. It was an
attempt at flattery — and it worked
when Y gave him the title of Court
Mathematician and Philosopher,
freeing him of his teaching duties.
Name Y.
X

QUESTION 5

In search of a job in 1588, a
24-year-old Galileo delivered two
lectures on the dimensions of
which imaginary structure in
literature to the Florentine
Academy? He estimated the
structure’s depth, the thickness of
its crust, and even the height of
Lucifer.

Answers to August 20 quiz: 

1. When a version of a gene becomes randomly
more/less common – Ans: Genetic drift

2. Theory to explain complex life using
mitochondria, chloroplasts – Ans:

Endosymbiotic theory

3. Eldredge’s co-theorist who posited evolution
could be rapid in bursts – Ans: Stephen Gould

4. Organs exemplified by human appendix,
whale pelvis, etc. – Ans: Vestigial bones

5. Process that explains why animals sacrifice
themselves for their kin – Ans: Kin selection

Visual: Red Queen

First contact:

Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | S. Muthusamy
| Hemakesh Sharma | Anmol AgrawalPrerna
Singh

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

What Galileo missed

X

Visual: Name this German astronomer who found Jupiter's four largest moons
independently of Galileo on January 8, 1610.

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth
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T
he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls has seen allegations of bulk �ling

of applications seeking to delete voters’ names
from draft lists using Form 7 in Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently Uttarak-
hand. Ground reports by The Hindu from Karna-
taka, Rajasthan and Gujarat noted that these
forms were often �led in bulk fraudulently using
names of people who were unaware of the �ling.
In several instances, hundreds of objections were
�led under a single person’s name. Form 7 is �led
to object to an existing name — or to request its
deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such
as death, shifting, or ineligibility. The ECI’s Booth
Level O�cer or the Electoral Registration O�cer
(ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the applica-
tion and issue a notice to the voter before taking
any action. While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of
political parties can �le up to 10 Form 7s a day, to-
talling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an
individual registered as a voter from the same
constituency can submit. To prevent misuse, the
ECI has said that if a person �les more than �ve
objections, it will trigger a mandatory review by
the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims.

The Opposition parties have alleged that the
form was being misused through “systemic and
coordinated e�orts” to delete names of eligible
voters and embolden the BJP’s e�orts to wrong-
fully gain electoral advantage. In the case of Utta-
rakhand, the Congress has alleged that the man-
ner in which the bulk forms were submitted
online pointed to “institutional” access being
granted to some in the process. These parties
have also sent delegations and submitted repre-
sentations to the ECI. What is important to note is
that in most cases, voters were unaware that ap-
plications for deletion of their names had been
�led at all, leaving it to workers of political parties
active in the constituency to bring it to their not-
ice. According to ECI data, for the third phase of
the SIR covering 16 States/three Union Territories
there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an
electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one BLA for approxi-
mately 1,073 voters. These numbers include
agents from ruling and Opposition parties. In
such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to
step in and protect the voting rights of an indivi-
dual rather than leave it to the grassroot strength
of political parties. The ECI should thus take im-
mediate steps to address this concern. Abnormal
patterns should be investigated and the process
should be monitored, with a uniform, country-
wide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring
veri�cation of identity and constituency of the
objector and the following of due process before
any elector is deleted pursuant to a Form 7.

Invisible actors
The ECI must stop �ling of bulk

applications for deletion of voters

T
he 2026 BWF World Championships in
New Delhi marked the rise of France as
an on-court force and of India as a capa-

ble host. Alex Lanier’s triumph in singles, and
Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue’s in mixed
doubles, were the �rst golds in France’s history. It
was just over three months ago that the Euro-
pean nation �nished a worthy runner-up to Chi-
na in the Thomas Cup, the de facto World Cup in
badminton. The Worlds success has established
France as a serious contender in a sport other-
wise dominated by Asian countries. In fact, La-
nier is just the third non-Asian this century — af-
ter Spain’s Carolina Marin and Denmark’s Viktor
Axelsen — to win the singles gold at the World
Championships. The 21-year-old did that at a
spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
which was in the dock earlier in January when pi-
geons and monkeys intruded into the arena dur-
ing the India Open. The massive facelift ensured
that the marquee event’s return to India after 17
years would be long remembered. An Se-Young
will also go back with happy memories after re-
claiming the women’s singles crown from three-
time titlist Akane Yamaguchi. The victory extend-
ed the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion’s
stellar 2026, during which she has won an Uber
Cup gold medal, and the individual and team tro-
phies at the Badminton Asia Championships.

For India, the competition was the 12th
straight edition where it secured at least one me-
dal, with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bag-
ging a bronze in women’s doubles. The perfor-
mance is the latest in a series of good outcomes
for Indian badminton after an ordinary 2025,
where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty’s World Championships doubles bronze was
the best result. This year, Lakshya Sen reached
the All England Open �nal, and Ayush Shetty at
the Badminton Asia Championships. P.V. Sind-
hu’s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last
month was only her second Tour title in the last
four years, and there were also triumphs for Sat-
wiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore Open Super
750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ash-
mita Chaliha at the Super 300 level. Yet, the feel-
ing is unmistakable that India should have done
better at a home World Championships, with
Lakshya’s second-round defeat to the unheralded
American teenager Garret Tan the most disap-
pointing. There is no questioning the 25-year-
old’s capability; he is a World Championships
bronze medallist, a two-time All England �nalist
and �nished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024
Olympics. But no Indian men’s singles player has
won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K.
Srikanth in 2017. A swift end to this drought is es-
sential for the overall health of the sport.

Perfect host
India was successful as a host of

badminton World Championships

O
n August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court
of India delivered its judgment on the
Reference made on the correctness of
the judgment in Bangalore Water

Supply and Sewerage Board vs A. Rajappa
(BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for
determining whether an activity falls within the
de�nition of “industry” under Section 2(j) of the
Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947. A brief history
of the Reference. In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh
(2005), 5 SCC 1, a �ve-judge Bench referred the
seven-judge Bench decision in BWSSB for
reconsideration. A seven-judge Bench was
constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017,
referred the matter to a nine-judge Bench. By
order dated February 16 2026, the nine-Judge
Bench framed four questions concerning the
correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of
the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial Relations
Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare
activities count as “industrial activities,” and the
scope of “sovereign functions” under Section 2(j).

By the time the questions were framed, the
IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act,
1947. By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had
e�ectively been rendered otiose. Even so, the
nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter.

Judges and reactions
Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U.
Bhuyan held that “the reference requires no
answer”. Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the
exercise “unnecessary and only academic in
nature”. Justice P.S. Narasimha held that “an
authoritative interpretation of the de�nition
industry’ was compelling at the time of the
Reference”, but “such a determination has now
become unnecessary, with the repeal of the said
provision.”.

Importantly, even the opinion written by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges
acknowledges this. Even as it sought to
re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB,
it describes its reformulation of the Triple Test as
merely “hypothetical”, and expressly states that it
will not apply to any pending case. The ID Act has
been repealed, and there can be no future cases
under it either. Even the reformulated test framed
by four judges was prospective and would not
alter pending disputes, which would continue to
be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be
no future cases under it.

The four questions framed on February 16,
2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act. The
interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not
before the Court.

The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that
the IRC “is an independent legislative enactment
and must be interpreted on its own terms, having

regard to its text, scheme, and object”. At the
same time, the same opinion says, in view of the
reformulated Triple Test in their opinion, the
principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the “sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC should such a question
arise in the future”. While on the one hand it
refuses to construe a provision, in the same
breath it rules on how BWSSB, as a precedent,
may not be used to construe it. This in itself is a
form of construing it, and is an attempt to police
the tools available for a future interpretive
exercise.

Justice Narasimha also says that it is important
to ensure that the interpretation of the de�nition
of “Industry” under the IRC “is not burdened by
the existing interpretations” under the ID Act,
1947. Justice Nagarathna’s opinion on this issue is
important. While a�rming the judgment in
BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which
its reasoning carries over to the interpretation of
“industry” under the IRC is to be tested by
comparing the actual text of the two provisions.
Such a comparison can be meaningfully
undertaken only in a case arising under Section
2(p), and not in the abstract.

The interpretation of the de�nition of industry
under the IRC cannot be seen in abstract and
would have to be understood in light of the rich
jurisprudence that has developed with BWSSB
and after.

The importance of BWSSB
There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the
judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be
addressed. This anxiety is what gave rise to the
Reference itself. The �ve-Judge Bench in Jai Bir
Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of
BWSSB, observing that its “worker-oriented
approach” was “unmindful of the interests of the
employer or owner of the industry”.

This �nds an echo in the CJI’s opinion. Having
hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB,
and having stated that BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the CJI,
for four judges, speaks of the judgment �nally
lifting a “burden” and permitting the law to
“move forward unencumbered”.

This again �nds echo in the judgment of Justice
Narasimha, who states that the interpretation of
the de�nition of “industry” under the IRC, 2020
“must be freed of the bondage of ratio” in BWSSB.
In this light, it is essential to recognise what
“burden” of BWSSB causes such anxiety.

There can be no dispute about the asymmetry
between capital and labour, or the imbalance in
their respective bargaining power. Justice Bagchi
recognises this when he reminds us that one
must always “bear in mind that a workman
seldom enters the �eld of negotiation as an

equal....” The Constitution recognises this, with
Article 42 requiring the state to secure “just and
humane conditions of work,” while Article 23
prohibits “tra�c in human beings”, “begar, and
other forms of forced labour”. The conditions
that necessitated these protections have simply
changed form.

Labour legislation recognised this extreme
imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of
bare protection. This is not a “pro-worker”
understanding of the law, but just a check against
the imbalance tilting toward the employer. The
fact that such bare protection is described as
“pro-worker” says less about the protection than
about where the baseline has been unfortunately
naturalised. While the freedom to dismiss
without explanation is part of the ordinary run of
business, a requirement to explain is called a
burden. The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings
true — liberty from the control of the state is
another name for “the dictatorship of the private
employer”.

The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda
Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social,
economic and political, formed part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. The underlying
inequality between employer and workman has
not narrowed since 1947. In fact, the policy of
“ease of doing business” has widened it. This is
exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of
the Constitution calls for more protection now,
not less.

The issue of labour rights
The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace —
provided basic protections and a forum for
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts
and tribunals have been given wide powers to
adjudicate on the same. To be excluded from its
de�nition of “industry” is to be excluded from
that bare minimum protection, and from the
remedy available under it. The signi�cance of
BWSSB’s de�nition of “industry” lay in ensuring
that this protection reached everyone the Act was
meant to cover, rather than excluding workers
from the one recourse the law o�ered them.

Given the overarching objective of industrial
peace, there was never a reason to treat BWSSB’s
interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act
doing precisely what it was designed to do. The
anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the
same premise: an eagerness to remove workers
from the protection of the law.

As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC
takes its place, it is necessary to return to the
promise of social justice in the Constitution. The
labour codes that have replaced the ID Act,
including the IRC, are built on a premise of
exclusion — narrowing who falls within the
protection of the law — and will have to answer to
that mandate.

Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB

V. Gopala Gowda 

Former Judge of 
the Supreme Court 
of India

The top court’s
treatment of
BWSSB
highlights the
enduring
anxiety over
the scope of
labour
protection

Maitreyi Krishnan 

Practising advocate

I
ndia’s youth unemployment crisis is usually
told through a single statistic: how many
young people cannot �nd work. The latest

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS 2025)
reports an unemployment rate of 14.8% among
18-29 year-olds, rising to 29.4% among those who
are tertiary educated (with a diploma, graduate
or post-graduate levels). The broader picture is
larger than the unemployment rate alone
suggests. Unemployment as a measure captures
only those people who are not working but are
actively seeking or available for work. It excludes
those outside the labour force, including those
who may have stopped looking for work, a group
that may include many young women. Against
the narrower measure of unemployment, the
broader picture is considerably larger: 40.1% of
tertiary-educated youth are neither in
employment, education nor training, commonly
referred to as NEET. Among tertiary-educated
young women who are NEET, 74.7% are outside
the labour force — neither working nor classi�ed
as unemployed because they are not seeking or
available for work.

A framing that misses another issue
Unemployment is only the most visible part of a
wider problem of educated young people
remaining outside employment. And for those
who are looking for work, the wait can be long.
Examination paper leaks, recruitment delays and
debates over India’s demographic dividend have
kept the spotlight �rmly on young jobseekers.

Yet, this framing misses an important
question. Unemployment is rarely experienced
by individuals alone. Behind every unemployed
graduate is often an entire household that
�nanced the degree, adjusted its spending and
continues to support a young adult’s job search.
Looking at youth unemployment through the
household rather than the individual raises a

di�erent question: what happens to families
when an educated young adult cannot �nd work?
How households experience that unemployment
may depend not only on the absence of work, but
also on how long the search lasts and on the
resources families have to sustain it.

The households that invested in education
Around 15.4% of Indian households have a
tertiary-educated young adult (18–29 years).
These are households that have invested in
higher education in the expectation that it would
provide a pathway to secure employment and
upward mobility. Yet, one in �ve households is
supporting at least one unemployed
tertiary-educated young adult (20.8%). The
household consequences are measurable.
Compared to households without any educated
unemployed youth, those with unemployed
youth spend, on average, ₹1,087 less per month
on consumption overall, and ₹710 less per
household member.

On average, these households have only 1.5
earning members, compared with two in
households without an unemployed educated
youth. For 14.4% of them, there is no active
earning member at all, while 39.5% depend on a
single earner. And in nearly two-thirds (62.5%),
no one in the household has a regular salaried
job.

The pressure on households becomes more
serious when unemployment persists. Nearly
three in �ve (58%) unemployed tertiary-educated
youth have been searching for work for more
than a year. Close to three in 10 (28.9%) have
been unemployed for more than two years. A
household supporting an unemployed graduate
for a few months faces a di�erent pressure than
one �nancing a job search stretching across one
or two years. Extended unemployment depletes
savings, reduces consumption, and forces

di�cult choices about what employment the
young adult should accept.

The data show a clear pattern: the ability to
sustain prolonged job search is associated with
household earning capacity. For someone in a
household surviving on one earner or without a
regular salary, the pressure to start earning is
likely to arrive much sooner. What looks like the
duration of an individual’s unemployment,
therefore, is also a measure of how long a family
must sustain the wait. These families must push
their unemployed youth toward immediate
employment, even if it means accepting positions
far below their quali�cations. The choice is not
between a ‘good job’ and ‘bad job.’ It is between
‘any job’ and economic insecurity.

The policy question
Current employment policy largely treats youth
joblessness as an individual problem, addressed
through apprenticeships, skilling and hiring
incentives. The evidence here suggests that the
consequences of unemployment extend beyond
the individual jobseeker to the household
supporting them. The length of the transition
from education to work also matters, because
someone is �nancing that wait. Recruitment
delays, prolonged selection processes and
extended job searches impose very di�erent costs
on a household with several earners than on one
relying on a single income or without a regular
salaried worker. Therefore, employment policy
needs to pay greater attention to how long young
people remain unemployed, and to the economic
circumstances of the families supporting them
during that period. Reducing avoidable delays in
entry into work is not only a labour-market
concern; it can also reduce the strain that
prolonged unemployment places on households.

The views expressed are personal

The fact is youth unemployment has a household cost

Gargi Sridharan 

Economist

Unemployment
among educated
youth in India
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jobseekers,
placing
prolonged
�nancial
pressure 
on families
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AI-assisted learning
I write this letter as
Professor of Medicine, Sri
Ramachandra Medical
College and Research
Institute, Chennai. While the
article, “Beyond the red
pen” (EducationPlus,
August 24), has laid out
well-known aspects of
learning using Artificial
Intelligence (AI) into a crisp
model (PRISM-X), it does
not address the practical
di�iculties a human brain
may face when using AI for

Delhi University” (Inside
pages, August 24), is not
surprising. The vacant seats
mirror the prevailing state
of the education system in
the country. Education no
longer seems to guarantee
employment or a livelihood.
The National Education
Policy needs a complete
restructuring.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

make them accept
half-truths — something
which AI models are very
good at. We need to
educate students on how to
upskill on “Reflective
capability” before
attempting to implement
methods to assess their use
of AI.
Dr. Emmanuel Bhaskar,

Chennai

Vacant seats
The report, “Over 13,000 UG
seats still up for grabs at

applications. So, it takes
considerable time and e�ort
for a person to challenge an
AI model, identify
misinformation and find
wrong concepts put forth by
the AI model. This means
the world is perhaps stuck
at the second stage of
PRISM-X — not just
students, but teachers as
well. I fear that using AI
without the skill for
“Reflective capability” will,
in the long run, erode
learners’ thoughts and

learning through AI.
Assuming that the user has
good prompting skills,
handling the AI output is
not that easy. Reflective
capability requires extensive
background knowledge, a
deeper understanding of
current concepts, and an
awareness of
misconceptions and future
applications. For this, the
learner has to spend
considerable time reading
traditional books, articles
and observing real-world

learning. The writers have
rightly placed prompting
e�iciency first in the model
since the first prompt in a
conversation — which some
call as the mother prompt
— is critical . An AI model’s
response is only as good as
the prompt. I have observed
that AI models are
progressively designed in
such a way that obtaining a
good response requires
longer and elaborate
prompts. The bottleneck is
“Reflective capability” in
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New Delhi, August 24: Although the standard of
public transport has considerably improved
sustained campaigns to educate the public
about road safety along with regular drives to
check over-speeding, violation of tra�c
regulations and driving under the in�uence of
liquor would greatly help to minimise the rising
incidence of road accidents in the country.

This was stated by Dr. G.S. Dhillon, the Union
Minister of Shipping and Transport, while
inaugurating the 13th meeting of the Transport
Development Council here this morning.

Dr. Dhillon said the procedure regarding issue
of driving licence and �tness certi�cate would
also need to be tightened so that only competent
and experienced persons secured the driving
licences and �tness certi�cate issued to
mechanically sound vehicles.

He said it would have a deterrent e�ect on
rash and negligent driving if persons responsible
for accidents were to pay compensation to the
victims of their families in all cases.

Referring to the national permit scheme for
goods transport which aims at removal of
hurdles in the free movement of vehicles, Dr.
Dhillon said that out of the total number of
5,300 permits allotted in various States, nearly
3,000 permits had been issued in pursuance of
this scheme which formed part of the 20-point
economic programme of the country.

The Minister also drew the attention of the
members to the scheme regarding
mechanisation of cycle rickshaws and requested
them to strive for its early implementation in
order to improve the economic conditions of the
rickshaw pullers. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1976

Dhillon wants sustained
road safety campaigns

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Calcutta, August 25: The Imperial Bank of India
has ful�lled its undertakings to open hundred
new branches within �ve years. The
announcement was made yesterday by Mr. H.C.
Edmondson, while presiding at the annual
general meeting of shareholders on the Calcutta
register of the Bank. The burden of opening
majority of the new branches, he said, fell on
Bengal Circle which opened 66, while seven new
sub-agencies and pay o�ces were also
established.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1926

Imperial bank of India

I
n June, reality star Kylie
Jenner posted her latest
collaboration on social
media — a new design for

Meta’s line of AI-powered “smart
glasses”. Images of her wearing
the glasses �lled social media, as
did videos of her teenage self
lamenting the lack of privacy she
was a�orded because of her fame.
The irony was unmissable: how is
Ms. Jenner, who was once so
worried about privacy, now
promoting a device that enables
surveillance? 

Smart glasses are the latest
addition to the wearable
technology space. It is also a
dangerous example of how
current laws are unable to keep up
with today’s tech innovation. 

According to Meta, these
glasses allow you to see and
answer calls, messages, and
noti�cations via voice command.
Built-in speakers help you listen to
music and an integrated camera
enables you to capture photos or
videos through the lenses. Meta
describes these glasses as
“normal-looking eyewear with
discreetly integrated glasses
technology.” Hidden from the
naked eye, these glasses contain
“tiny speakers, microphones,
[and] a lightweight camera.” The
tech giant isn’t shying away from
how inconspicuous these features
are; rather, it is �aunting it.

Privacy and data concerns
In India, the glasses, which have
been advertised everywhere, retail
at around ₹25,000. Stickers that
claim to completely cover the LED
recording indicator are also widely
available. Meta says that if the LED
is covered, the glasses will block
the recording until the sticker is
removed. Yet, workarounds are
just a Google search away. The
glasses also make a shutter sound
when they start and stop
recording, but this is not a strong
indicator that you are being
recorded. Further, Meta argues
that the glasses are “designed for
privacy, controlled by you.” But
this “control” is limited to the
wearer, and not the recorded

subject, such as requiring
additional veri�cation before use.

The website adds, “Meta
collects data needed to help
ensure that your glasses and app
are reliable, secure and operating
normally.” An investigation by
Swedish newspapers Svenska
Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten
found that Meta’s contracted
workers, who sometimes review
the data to track user experience,
were able to view sensitive content
�lmed on the smart glasses,
including wearers using the toilet.
In a comment to BBC News, Meta
said its privacy policy states that it
sometimes uses contractors to
review data shared with them.

In this context, concerns about
women’s privacy have grown. Data
from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023,
before the glasses entered the
market, there were 3,678 cases of
women-centred cybercrimes. Of
these, 2,767 cases involved the
transmission or publication of
sexually explicit material.
Consider how much easier these
glasses would make it to record
people without their knowledge,
including in private spaces. The
potential risks to children are
equally concerning. In 2023, the
NCRB recorded over 698 cases
related to the use or storage of
child sexual abuse material. If
adults cannot often recognise
when the glasses are recording, a
child certainly cannot.

These risks are compounded by
the glasses’ battery life, o�ering
4-9 hours of active use. This
means entire movies can be
recorded, university lectures can
be taped, con�dential documents
scanned, and patient information
collected. It also means that even
those who are not intentionally
engaging in malpractice could
invariably do so — by capturing
something private in the frame’s
periphery, for example.
Ultimately, these glasses allow for
the extensive, non-consensual
collection of data. 

Lacuna in the law
India’s laws today do little to

protect people from this
surveillance. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA)
is technologically agnostic, making
the purpose of data collection the
key consideration. In a public
space, people can neither grant
consent nor monitor how their
information is used. 

Following the landmark K.S.
Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017
judgment, reasonable expectation
of privacy was recognised as a
fundamental right under Article
21. This means that people, even
in public spaces, don’t generally
expect to be captured in detail.
But the DPDPA excludes
information that is made publicly
available. Hence, the reasonable
expectation of privacy granted by
Puttaswamy is not met because the
Act does not regulate how
someone is being recorded in
public. The Act’s scope is diluted
further since there are minimal
indicators that you could be in
someone’s frame, unlike someone
recording on their phone.

This combination of rapid tech
innovation and a lack of legal
regulation and public awareness
creates the perfect storm. With
devices such as these glasses
becoming common, people may
be collecting information with
little knowledge of where the data
are being used. Without legal
safeguards, digital accountability
risks becoming an afterthought.

Banning such devices isn’t
practical from a business or tech
standpoint. Meta might be the
biggest player in this space today,
but Google and Reliance are also
entering the smart glasses market.
As wearable tech becomes more
advanced, banning it will become
increasingly di�cult. Instead, laws
should be framed with an
understanding of how AI is
changing the landscape. There is a
need for assessments on how
technology will evolve, the risks
that may accompany it, and the
government’s responsibility in
ensuring that citizens are
adequately protected.

sonikka.l@thehindu.co.in

Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws

Sonikka
Loganathan

As wearable
tech becomes
more advanced,
banning it will
become
increasingly
di�cult. Instead,
laws should be
framed with an
understanding
of how AI is
changing the
landscape

STATE OF PLAY

O
n August 16, many of
the best-known
names linked to an

‘experiment’ that changed the
way Keralam thought about
democratic decentralisation
came together in Thiruvanan-
thapuram to celebrate a birth-
day. The People’s Plan Cam-
paign (PPC) was turning 30
years old the next day. The
conclave, a non-governmental
initiative, saw participation
from elected representatives,
former Ministers and bureau-
crats and hundreds of activists
who had lovingly nurtured the
PPC and gave it direction
through the intervening years.
But more than a nostalgic an-
niversary reunion, it was
meant to discuss and plan the
‘People’s Plan Campaign 2.0’. 

The plan, as explained by
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) veteran and former
Finance Minister T.M. Thomas
Isaac, who had been in charge
of the PPC when he was a
member of the Kerala State
Planning Board, included stu-
dent internships with local bo-
dies and a tech-driven cam-
paign coordinated through an
online portal. Opening the Au-
gust 16 event, K.M. Shaji, Mi-
nister for local self-govern-
ment in the ruling
Congress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) govern-
ment, recalled how successive
governments in Keralam had
supported the PPC as a pro-
cess of deepening democracy. 

A rich history
The PPC as an idea traces its
roots to the ‘Gram Swaraj’
concept of Mahatma Gandhi.
It draws strength from the
73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments, and the enact-
ment of the Kerala Panchayati

Raj Act and the Kerala Munici-
pality Act which institutional-
ised local governance struc-
tures. Keralam o�cially
launched the People’s Plan
Campaign on August 17, 1996.
At the time, it was run on cam-
paign mode as the concept of
participatory planning was
new to the people. Grama sab-
has and urban ward assem-
blies were organised across
the State in the months that
followed. The Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government also
took the big step of devolving
35%-40% of the Plan outlay to
local governments. 

The State Planning Board’s
Economic Review had noted
how the programme marked a
major shift by placing local
self-governments at the centre
of development planning.
With its rich history of social
reformation through the late
19th and early 20th centuries,
the land reforms that trans-
formed the agrarian system,
and its high social indicators
in literacy and health, Kera-
lam was ideally suited for such
an experiment.

Looking back, the pro-
gramme may not have been a
100% success, but it was also
far from a failure. It made par-
ticipatory democracy deeper
and local governments stron-
ger. The ‘Kudumbashree’
scheme in particular grabbed
the spotlight on national and
international stages. As noted
by Mr. Isaac and Richard W.
Franke, Professor Emeritus at
the Montclair State University,

in their book People’s Planning
— Kerala, Local Democracy
and Development, “from a
mere government-led admi-
nistrative reform, the PPC has
made the process of decen-
tralisation an object of mass
action and a part of the popu-
lar politics.”

Modern challenges
Yet, as an updated 2.0 version
is being ambitiously dis-
cussed, the challenges are ma-
ny, such as waning public en-
thusiasm and low
participation in the grama sab-
has, especially in urban areas.
When compared to the 1990s,
attracting the younger genera-
tion to such an endeavour in a
fast-paced, rapidly urbanising
Keralam would prove a
ponderous task, but also the
most vital one. Government
estimates show that 96.43% of
Keralam’s population could be
living in urban areas by 2036.
The People’s Planning 2.0
would then have to factor in
many things: centralisation
trends in the government,
changing aspirations of the pe-
ople, and the increasing �scal
stress faced by Keralam. 

Yet, the spirit of co-opera-
tion fostered through pro-
grammes such as the PPC re-
mains all the more relevant
today. Many of the hurdles
faced by local governments in
the last 30 years — unemploy-
ment, waste disposal, gender
justice and issues faced by
marginalised sections — per-
sist. Moreover, more demand-
ing problems have emerged:
limited income sources, cli-
mate change, and an ageing
society. In these changed
times, local bodies would
need to evolve a new political
and �scal culture with stron-
ger public involvement, and
elected members with impec-
cable credentials.

tiki.rajwi@thehindu.co.in

People’s Plan 2.0: an ambitious dream 
A campaign which decentralised governance in Keralam is planning a comeback

Tiki Rajwi

A
t the end of the enumera-
tion period of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)

process in Telangana, the State re-
gistered a 21.7% deletion of names
from its pre-SIR electoral rolls, the
highest in the country so far. Ta-
ble 1 shows the percentage of dele-
tions in the major States where the
SIR has been undertaken. The
draft electoral roll in Telangana
will see the addition and re-entry
of electors following the correc-
tions period, but even taking that
into account, the 21.7% �gure is a
rather large one. Only Uttar Pra-
desh with 18.7%, Tamil Nadu with
15.2%, and Gujarat with 14.5%
come close to Telangana in the
draft-stage deletion rate.

Map 1 shows the deletion rate
across Assembly Constituencies
(ACs) in the State. In 21 ACs, the de-
letion rate was a whopping 35% or
more, and 19 of these fall in the
“Highly Urban” band. Most were
in and around the cities of Hydera-
bad and Secunderabad — Mushee-
rabad registered the highest dele-
tion rate in the State at 45.2%,
followed by Sanathnagar (44.9%),
Malakpet (44.8%), Lal Bahadur Na-
gar (44.4%), Jubilee Hills (44.1%),
Secunderabad Cantonment
(42.8%) and Serilingampally
(42.7%). The smaller map shows
the 15 constituencies of Hyderabad
district. Across the 21 “Highly Ur-
ban” constituencies, nearly 70% of
those deleted were taken o� the
rolls because they had “shifted”.

Unlike States such as Bihar, Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and
Keralam, which recorded a drop in
gender ratio between their 2024
Lok Sabha rolls and their �nal SIR
rolls, Telangana’s draft rolls show a
slight increase — the ratio rose
from 1,018 in the pre-SIR roll to
1,028 in the draft roll (Table 2). Ta-

mil Nadu saw a similar bump, from
1,034 in its 2024 Lok Sabha roll to
1,044 in its �nal SIR roll. Telanga-
na’s �gure, however, is at the draft
stage and could still change. 

The urban-rural split in terms of
deletions was sharp (Table 2). In
“Highly Urban” constituencies,
the deletion rate was 40.4%. In
“Moderately Urban” constituen-
cies it was 29.8%, but that �gure is
driven by the peri-urban belt ad-
joining Hyderabad rather than by
the district towns: Maheswaram
(41%) and Rajendranagar (38.9%),
both in Rangareddy district, Pa-
tancheru (31.9%) in Sangareddy
district, and Medchal (31.5%) in
Medchal Malkajgiri district all re-
corded rates at or above the “High-
ly Urban” range. The urban seats
in the same band were lower — Wa-
rangal West at 28.9%, Nizamabad
(Urban) at 27%, Khammam at
24.6%, and Warangal East at 19.5%.

In contrast, in the “Moderately
Rural” and “Highly Rural” consti-
tuencies, the deletion rate was
much lower — 12.37% and 11.92%
respectively. In the former catego-
ry, again, several of the highest de-
letion rates are in areas not far
from Hyderabad. Among “Highly
Rural” constituencies, Achampet
(16%), Makthal (15.7%), Mudhole
(14.9%), and Yellandu (14.6%) re-
gistered the highest deletion rates.

To classify Telangana’s 119 con-
stituencies, night-time light inten-
sity from SHRUG database main-
tained by Development Data Lab
was used. And for each constituen-
cy, the average brightness across
its area was calculated. Because a
few city seats are far brighter than
the rest, the values were �rst con-
verted to a logarithmic scale, then
grouped using Jenks Natural
Breaks — a standard mapping tech-
nique that �nds the cut-o� points
where the data separate most nat-
urally — into “Highly Urban”,
“Moderately Urban”, “Moderately
Rural” and “Highly Rural”.

More granular analyses will fol-
low in forthcoming articles. 

(With inputs from Swathi Vadla-
mudi)

Hyderabad, adjoining ACs drive Telangana’s record SIR deletions
Just 20 constituencies in and close to the capital city account for half of the State’s deletions

Pon Vasanth B.A. 
Srinivasan Ramani 
Areena Arora 
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Number of polling
stations in Delhi 
after the SIR exercise

14,947
The number

of polling

stations in

Delhi has gone up to 14,947 from 13,033

after rationalisation under the ongoing

special intensive revision (SIR) exercise.

The number of polling-station locations

has also increased from 2,696 to 2,856,

according to a statement by the Delhi chief

electoral officer (CEO) on Monday. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of weeks for
CPCB to �x standards
for 3 new pollutants

10
The National Green Tribunal

has allowed the Central

Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

10 weeks to standardise the methods for

testing three new parameters or pollutants

in ambient air. The three new pollutant in

ambient air are aluminium, iron and silica.

At present, the CPCB tracks 12 major

pollutants under the National Ambient Air

Quality Standards (NAAQS). PTI

Number of airports to
be awarded to private
players by the govt.

11
The government plans to award

11 airports, including those at

Varanasi and Tirupati, to private

players in five bundles under the

public-private-partnership model. The Civil

Aviation Ministry has proposed the private

partners for 11 airports, grouped into five

bundles, with each bundle to be awarded

to a single concessionaire, according to an

official document. PTI

Percentage increase in
average retail price of
onion year-on-year

59
in per cent. Data maintained

by the Centre shows that the

all-India average retail price of

onion rose 59 per cent year-on-year to

₹43.53/kg on August 24, from ₹ 27.37/kg a

year ago. The Centre has started moving

bulk onion stocks through dedicated

railway rakes – the ‘Kanda Express’ – from

Nashik in Maharashtra to major consuming

centres. PTI

Bills passed in the
Karnataka Legislative
Assembly on Monday

8
Eight Bills, including the one

allowing portions of park and

garden land to be used for public

infrastructure and utility projects, were

passed by the Karnataka Legislative

Assembly on Monday without discussion,

amid the Opposition’s protest demanding

the resignation of Cabinet Minister B.

Nagendra. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court of
India recently held that the
nearly half-century-old

interpretation of the term ‘industry’ will
not automatically apply to the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC), 2020, which came
into force in November 2025 and replaced
the legacy Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.
This decision e�ectively severs the new
labour regime from an expansive,
worker-friendly precedent set in 1978,
establishing a clean slate for future labour
law disputes.

The scope of ‘industry’
To understand the signi�cance of this
judgment, one must look back to the
historic 1978 ruling in Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa.

Authored by Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer,
that seven-judge Bench signi�cantly
broadened the de�nition of Section 2(j)
under the 1947 Act. The 1978 judgment
introduced the triple test, which classi�ed
systematic or organised operations based
on employer-employee cooperation to
provide goods or services for consumers
as an industry.

This sweeping de�nition brought
various activities, including hospitals,
educational institutions, and
municipalities, under the legal de�nition
of an industry. The only exclusions were
core sovereign functions of the state, such
as defence, judiciary, and law
enforcement. For nearly half a century,
this judgment had enabled workers across
diverse sectors to access legal recourse,
enforce labour rights, and engage in
collective bargaining against unfair
practices.

The crux of the judgment
The Constitution Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, addressed the

question whether the 1978 de�nition of
‘industry’ should govern Section 2(p) of
the IRC.

The majority held that ‘industry’ under
the IRC must be interpreted based on its
own speci�c text and statutory context,
unburdened by the legacy of the 1978
precedent. Chief Justice Kant noted that
while the core principles of the 1978
ruling had stood the test of time, the 1978
judgment would no longer act as the
“sheet anchor” for interpreting ‘industry’
under the IRC.

Pending cases under the 1947 Act will
continue to be governed by the 1978
Bangalore Water Supply precedent. All
future disputes governed by the new
Industrial Relations Code will be
interpreted afresh.

Di�ering points of view on the Bench
The nine-judge Bench re�ected nuanced
positions on the balance between worker

protections and modern economic
realities.

An opinion authored by Chief Justice
Kant, and shared with Justices Satish
Chandra Sharma, Alok Aradhe and Vipul
M. Pancholi, held that the ‘triple test’ of
1978 Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board case judgment will
continue to be applied to pending
industrial disputes.

The Chief Justice, however, found that
the 1978 verdict could have been
articulated di�erently and set down a
“reformulated” triple test, which would
operate prospectively. However, the
possibility of using the recast triple test to
determine if an operation was an industry
or not under Section 2(j) of the repealed
1947 Act is non-existent as the new labour
law, The Industrial Relations Code 2020,
has already come into force. The Bench
has unanimously made it clear that
‘industry’ under the 2020 Code will be

“interpreted independently” to align with
contemporary industrial dynamics, and
not be burdened by the 1978 verdict.

Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar
Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the
minority view on the Bench that a
re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was
“unwarranted”. Justice Nagarathna
cautioned that altering the de�nition
could create uncertainty and disrupt
industrial peace.

Justice Nagarathna argued that the 1978
judgment had o�ered a broad-based
de�nition of ‘industry’. She highlighted
that the judgment was a child of its time,
when public sector workers were
transitioning into private employment
due to a changing industrial landscape
inspired by privatisation, liberalisation
and globalisation of the Indian economy.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi supported the
need for the reference to the nine-judge
Bench, but expressed his inability to
agree to a “reformulated” triple test.
Justice Bagchi said an apprehension that
the triple test conceived in the 1978
judgment converted any organised
activity into an industry was misplaced.

The judge agreed with Justice
Nagarathna that even the state could
enter into seemingly non-sovereign
functions. The concept of ‘sovereignty’
has itself undergone changes with the
passage of time. Absence of a pro�t
motive did not take an activity outside the
realm of industry, he observed. He said it
was unwise to “re-draft” Justice Iyer’s
triple test. Justice Datta echoed the need
for judicial consistency. Sharing his
opinion with Justice Bhuyan, Justice Datta
remarked that institutional credibility
relies on respecting �nality rather than
perpetuating doubt over established law.

A step towards a new era
By severing the IRC from the 1978
precedent, the Supreme Court has set the
stage for a new chapter in Indian labour
law, leaving it to future courts to decide
where the lines between employer
authority and worker protections will
ultimately be drawn.

How the SC ruling rede�ned ‘industry’
The majority held that ‘industry’ under the IRC must be interpreted based on its own speci�c text and statutory context, unburdened by the legacy of the 1978

precedent; Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the minority view that a re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was ‘unwarranted’

Word of caution: Justice B.V. Nagarathna stressed that altering the definition of industry could create

uncertainty and disrupt industrial peace. AFP
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A nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court
recently held that the nearly
half-century-old interpretation
of the term ‘industry’ will not
automatically apply to the
Industrial Relations Code, 2020.

�

A 1978 ruling had introduced
the triple test, which classified
organised operations based on
employer-employee
cooperation to provide goods
or services for consumers as an
industry. This judgment had
enabled workers across diverse
sectors to enforce labour
rights.

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far

T
he Union government on
Friday said that India had
received foreign direct
investment (FDI) worth ₹4,895

over just the last few months, from
companies that have bene�tted from
recent relaxations made to India’s FDI
rules.

The aim of the relaxations was
precisely to ease the �ow of investments
that had earlier been locked out of India.

What was the earlier rule?
The Union government had issued Press
Note 3 in April 2020, in which it amended
India’s FDI policy. The existing rule at the
time stated that any entity of Bangladesh
and Pakistan could invest in India only
after securing Government approval.
Press Note 3 widened this stipulation to

include any country that shared a land
border with India. So, this included
Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
Bhutan.

The popular perception is that the
government took this decision as a result
of border clashes between India and
China at Galwan. 

However, Press Note 3 was issued in
April 2020, before those clashes took
place in May.

The reason the change was made was
to prevent hostile takeovers of companies
ailing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
India and a few other countries had
noticed that, early on in the pandemic,
Chinese companies were buying up
majority stakes in companies in the
countries whose stock prices had
plummeted due to the pandemic. The FDI
restriction was aimed at curbing this.

While the origin of the rule was not
directly linked to the border clashes, its

extension over the years was certainly a
result of the frigid relationship between
India and China.

What was the relaxation?
In March 2026, the Centre eased the Press
Note 3 restrictions somewhat. It said that
FDI from entities would be allowed in
India through the automatic route,
without needing express government
approval, if these entities had less than
10% stake based in countries that share a
land border with India.

In other words, companies that had
minority and non-controlling stakes held
by these land-border countries could
invest in India through the easier route.

The government did this because it
said that a lot of investment into India had
been held up because even companies
that had tiny stakes owned by Chinese
entities faced stricter restrictions on their
investments into India.

“It is expected that the new guidelines
will provide clarity and ease of doing
business in India, and facilitate
investments which can contribute
towards greater FDI in�ows, access to
new technologies, domestic value
addition, expansion of domestic �rms and
integration with global supply chain,” the
government had said in March when it
eased the rules.

What has been the bene�t?
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
said on Friday that a total of 29 FDI
projects worth ₹4,895.65 crore had been
reported to it under its revised framework
up to August 10, 2026.

It added that these investments span a
range of sectors, including information
technology, arti�cial intelligence,
information and communication,
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, data
centres and transport services, among
others.

Further, the investments have come
from several countries, including
Mauritius, the U.S., the Republic of Korea,
Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg, and the
Cayman Islands.

In relative terms, this investment
amount is not all that signi�cant. For
instance, it amounts to less than 1% of the
total FDI India received in 2025-26. But it
is still early days, and for India and FDI,
every little bit helps.

Did Press Note 3 relaxations
help attract more FDI? 
The Centre says that 29 FDI projects worth ₹4,895.65 cr. had been reported to it under the revised framework

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

THE GIST

�

The Union government had
issued Press Note 3 in April
2020, stipulating that any
country sharing a land border
with India could invest in the
country only after securing
Government approval.

�

In March 2026, the Centre
eased the Press Note 3
restrictions somewhat. It said
that FDI from entities would be
allowed in India through the
automatic route, without
needing express government
approval, if these entities had
less than 10% stake based in
countries that share a land
border with India.
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For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

Before acting, a young Connery represented Scotland in which
bodybuilding contest?
X

QUESTION 2

Which 1962 film introduced Sean Connery as James Bond to the
world?
X

QUESTION 3

Connery won his only competitive Oscar for playing a tough Chicago
cop in which 1987 film?
X

QUESTION 4

Which cause did Connery campaign for consistently, from the 1990s
devolution vote through the 2014 referendum?
X

QUESTION 5

The Man Who Would Be King, starring Connery and Michael Caine,
opens in British India and features which Indian actor in its cast?

Questions and answers to

the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. This writer became
the first physically disabled
author to win the Akutagawa
Prize. Name the novel which
won her the prize and its
translator. Ans: Hunchback

by Saou Ichikawa,

translated from Japanese

by Polly Barton

2. This novel won the Man
Booker International Prize in
2018. Name the novel and
the author. Ans: Flights by

Olga Tokarczuk

3. This elusive Italian novelist
writes under a pen name. The
last book in her famous
quartet series was shortlisted
for the International Booker
Prize in 2016. Name her, the

book and the series. Ans: Elena

Ferrante's The Story of the

Lost Child; Neapolitan

Quartet or Neapolitan Novels

4. This author from Keralam has
won most of the major literary
awards the State has to o�er.
Name her. Ans: K.R. Meera

5. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
translated short stories of this
Bengali author. Ans:

Mahasweta Devi 

Visual: This translator won the
2022 International Booker Prize
for her work on a Hindi novel.
Name her, the book and its
author. Ans: Daisy Rockwell’s

translation of Geetanjali

Shree’s Tomb of Sand

Early birds: Tamal Biswas|
Siddhartha Viswanathan| Neil
Lall| Piyali Tuli| Sukdev Shet

THE DAILY QUIZ

Sean Connery, the working-class Edinburgh boy who became the �rst actor to portray
James Bond on-screen, was born on this day in 1930. A quiz on the Scottish actor

X

Visual question: A still from Connery’s final live-action
outing. Name the 2003 film and identify the acclaimed
Indian actor on the left.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

Is it correct to say “He has good
command over English”? (B. Senthil,
Madurai)
Careful users of the language would frown
on this. They would argue that one can
have command over people, but not over
language. You can for example say:

“He has total command over his men.
They will do whatever he wants them to.”

But when it comes to language, they
would prefer “of” to “over”.

“We are looking for someone who has
good command of English.”

“Many children in the south have little
or no command of Hindi.”

“I am told that Prakasham has good
command of French.”

There is a tendency these days
however, even among some native
speakers, to say “have good command
over English”. 

The purists may not like this, but as the
Americans would put it, that’s the way the
cookie crumbles. 

To be on the safe side, avoid saying
“command over English”.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “The Government has many
problems” or “The Government have
many problems”? (D.S.R.
Ramaswamy, Bangalore)
Both are acceptable. It depends on how
you view the Government. Do you
consider the Government to be a single
impersonal unit, or do you look upon it as
consisting of separate small units? If you
view it as a single unit, then you can use a
singular verb “The Government has many
problems”. 

If, on the other hand, you view the
Government as comprising several
di�erent units, then you can use the
plural verb “have” — “The Government
have many problems”.

There are many words in English,
which can take either the singular or the
plural verb — family, jury, committee,
sta�, team are just some of the nouns.
Here are a few examples.

“The jury was/were beginning to look
bored.”

“The family was/were planning to
move to Australia.”

What is the meaning of “ground
zero”? (N. Raja Mani, Secunderabad)
This is a term that has been heard quite
frequently on CNN. “Ground zero” was
originally used to refer to an atomic
explosion; it is the site at which an atomic
explosion took place. This is how
dictionaries de�ne the term: “the point
on the surface of the earth or water
directly below, directly above, or at which
an atomic or hydrogen bomb explodes”.

Today the term is used informally to
mean a place of rapid development or
change; a place of violent activity.

“About ten years ago no one had heard
about Vasudeva Nagar. But today it has
become the ground zero from which
restaurants and designer shops radiate.”

The term “ground zero” is also used to
mean elementary level; a “starting point”.
For example,

“Many of my students will be starting
at ground zero.”

“My boss didn’t like the ad campaign.
Looks like I have to return to ground
zero.”
Published in The Hindu on September 25,
2001

Know your
English

FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

The story so far

T
he head of Flock, a maker and
operator of surveillance
cameras, that works with a
range of clients in the United

States, issued an apology this month after
the Washington Post reported that
multiple law enforcement o�cers had
abused his product network, with at least
one case involving an o�cer who misused
Flock to stalk his ex-partner through her
car’s licence plates.

Across the U.S., anger is mounting
against the surveillance camera �rm, with
critics going so far as to disrupt or even
destroy the Flock cameras in their
communities.

How do Flock cameras work?
Founded in 2017, Flock developed its
business with the help of a two-way
strategy: the sale of surveillance
hardware, as well as
surveillance-as-a-service subscriptions.
Flock products include licence plate
reader (LPR) cameras, video cameras,
mobile security trailers, audio detection
devices, drones, and software o�erings.
Instead of just buying and using a single
camera, clients can join the Flock
network and enable (optional) law
enforcement access.

Due to this strategy, Flock’s devices can
help police o�cers collect data across
wider areas and with more cameras, to
detect incidents ranging from stolen cars
to gun shootings.

The company’s numbers certainly

impress. According to its 2026 factsheet,
over 2,800 crimes were solved weekly
with Flock technology, while over 2,000
missing people have been located. Flock
reported that it has partnered with over
6,000 “communities” across 49 U.S.
states, as well as “thousands” of law
enforcement agencies.

What caused the outrage against
Flock cameras?
There are a number of reasons uniting the
Americans who are against Flock. These
range from the company’s reputational
challenges and the misuse of its Flock
cameras, to the general anger over mass
surveillance technologies.

Company founder and CEO Garrett
Langley made headlines last year when
he referred to a critic’s anti-Flock
advocacy organisation (called DeFlock) as
“terroristic.” He apologised for his
comments this July, and promised to
improve on the company’s responses to
the public’s concerns.

Still, the Washington Post report in
August that covered incidents where
police o�cers misused Flock data to stalk
women has added yet more fuel to the
�re. 

Soon afterwards, Flock announced that
it was updating its safeguards, and cutting
its default ALPR (Automated Licence Plate
Reader) data retention period to seven
days, unless legally required to keep the
images for longer.

On its “Myths vs Facts” page, Flock
noted that it does not carry out facial
recognition, predictive policing, or
demographic pro�ling. Flock stated that it

did not contract with the U.S. agency ICE
(Immigrations and Customs Enforcement)
or the tech �rm Palantir, both of which
are associated with mass surveillance.
Even so, media outlets have identi�ed
Flock cameras as being AI-powered. U.S.
lawmakers have also raised questions
about the possibility of ICE accessing
Flock data.

Despite its outreach attempts, Flock is
still facing public fury. One reason for this
was a May 2025 report which alleged that
Texas o�cials had used thousands of
cameras in the Flock network to track
down a woman who had an abortion, as
part of an investigation. Flock dismissed
these reports last year and stated that it
was a missing persons case. However,
later �ndings by the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) advocacy group
support the original report.

While the verdict was pending, a
simplistic version of the events entered
the public consciousness: social media
users began claiming that Flock had
worked with the police to enforce the
Texan abortion ban and target a woman.

In recent weeks, protesters have
expressed their anger against Flock by
blocking cameras, reporting them to
DeFlock in order to map them, pressuring
clients to end their Flock contracts, or
even destroying Flock cameras. For
example, a trending Instagram Reel with
over 2 million views and 2,69,000 likes
taught watchers how to dismantle a Flock
camera without being detected by other
cameras.

Furthermore, U.S. media outlets
reported that in July, the Los Angeles

Police Department (LAPD) would not
renew its original contract with Flock,
due to “serious concerns” regarding civil
liberties, privacy, and the data being
collected from the cameras.

Does India face a similar dilemma?
Across Indian cities, more law
enforcement bodies are experimenting
with AI-powered cameras in order to
catch tra�c rules violators through their
licence plates. 

While these automated solutions seem
encouraging, there has been a lack of
human follow-up when it comes to
penalising the o�enders. Another
challenge is in ensuring that the
authorities are handling facial recognition
data securely and privately.

Meanwhile, the use of CCTV cameras
by both police departments and private
citizens is rampant, but these surveillance
e�orts are fragmented. 

Unlike with Flock, it is hard to share
private camera feeds with the police in
real time and derive useful insights from
the data. Since they are owned by
everyday users rather than leased by a
dedicated company, these surveillance
cameras are often unreliable and poorly
maintained.

However, Indian citizens have become
more vocal in calling out the use of smart
glasses and AI-powered surveillance vans
by the police, such as during the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
demonstrations in July. The potential
misuse of facial recognition data to harass
lawful protesters is a serious concern in
these instances.

What has fuelled the backlash against
Flock cameras in U.S.?
Flock, a maker and operator of surveillance cameras and licence plate readers, has come under �re as critics accuse it of surveilling Americans 

and failing to do enough to curtail the misuse of data, including by some law enforcement o�cers

CACHE

Privacy concerns: Protesters have expressed their anger against Flock by blocking cameras, reporting them to DeFlock in order to map them and pressuring clients to end their Flock contracts. REUTERS

Sahana Venugopal
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The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has introduced an Information
Technology Resilience Index (ITRI) for market
infrastructure institutions (MIIs), including stock
exchanges and depositories, as part of e�orts to
strengthen the resilience of their IT systems. In a
circular, the markets regulator said the index
would assess the MIIs across nine parameters,
including availability, security, integrity,
governance, reliability and monitoring, business
continuity, modularity and �exibility, scalability,
and other relevant factors. SEBI said that the MIIs
would be required to develop an Early Warning
System (EWS) to detect any deterioration in ITRI
parameters that could potentially lead to
performance issues, system slowness or other
disruptions, and take remedial measures.

SEBI unveils index for market
infrastructure institutions

INBRIEF
�

Third Wave Co�ee, a Bengaluru-based co�ee and
food �rm, has raised ₹408 crore in a funding
round led by existing investor WestBridge Capital
while the round also witnessed participation
from Creagis and other angel investors. The new
funding is expected to fuel Third Wave Co�ee’s
next phase of expansion, with capital directed
towards geographic growth in existing markets,
building greater density in high-potential cities
and strengthening the brand’s ability to serve a
wider range of consumer occasions, according to
the company. Third Wave Co�ee has accelerated
its national footprint by entering Ahmedabad,
Mangalore and Agra last year while strengthening
its presence across Delhi, NCR, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Mumbai and Pune. In June 2026, it
entered East India with three cafés in Kolkata.
The �rm is currently evaluating opportunities in
other eastern markets, including Guwahati,
Ranchi, Patna and Bhubaneswar. 

Third Wave Co�ee raises
₹408 crore in funding 

T
he government’s
Public Private Part-
nership Appraisal

Committee (PPPAC) has gi-
ven in-principle approval
to the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion’s proposal for the
third round of airport priv-
atisation, covering 11 air-
ports across �ve bundles,
according to a government
document.

The proposal will now
move towards securing the
PPPAC’s �nal approval, fol-
lowing which it will be
placed before the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
A�airs (CCEA). 

The 11 airports being
considered for privatisa-
tion in �ve bundles include
Amritsar and Kangra; Vara-
nasi, Gaya and Kushinagar;
Bhubaneswar and Hubbal-
li; Raipur and Aurangabad;
and Tiruchirappalli and Ti-
rupati. 

Responding to the
PPPAC Chair’s concern ov-
er the risks of oligopolistic
concentration and over-
leveraging in the airport
sector, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said it plans to cap
the number of airport bun-
dles that can be awarded to
a single bidder. 

The modalities for the
proposed cap are being �-
nalised and will be submit-
ted as part of the proposal
seeking the PPPAC’s �nal
recommendation, accord-
ing to the Record of Discus-

sion dated August 20.
The issue of bidder con-

centration gained promi-
nence following the pre-
vious round of airport
privatisation, in which the
Adani Group won bids for
all six airports on o�er.

At the time, the PPPAC
had rejected key recom-
mendations from the Fi-
nance Ministry and NITI
Aayog, including a limit of
two airports per bidder
and requirement for prior
airport operations and
management experience.

In-principle nod for
airports’ privatisation 

The airports being considered for privatisation include Amritsar 

and Kangra; and Tiruchirappalli and Tirupati. FILE PHOTO

Public Private Partnership Appraisal Committee approves proposal

for third round of privatisation covering 11 airports in �ve bundles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Uni�ed Payments In-
terface (UPI), launched on
August 25, 2016 by the Na-
tional Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI), has
completed 10 years of
transforming digital pay-
ments in India. 

UPI has emerged as the
backbone of India’s digital
payments ecosystem and a
critical driver of �nancial
inclusion, the Finance Mi-
nistry said in a release. 

Over the decade, UPI’s
annual transaction volume
expanded from 1.78 crore
transactions in FY17 to ov-
er 24,162 crore transac-
tions in FY26, representing
a 13,000-fold surge in tran-
saction volume. 

Transaction value rose
sharply from ₹0.07 lakh
crore in FY17 to approxi-
mately ₹314 lakh crore in
FY26, translating into a
more than 4,000-fold in-
crease in transaction va-
lue, the Ministry said. 

UPI is currently opera-

tional in 11 countries and
has emerged as one of the
most successful pillars of
digital public infrastruc-
ture, providing an interop-
erable, real-time payments
platform that enables
seamless peer-to-peer and
peer-to-merchant transac-
tions via a single applica-
tion. “By bridging the digi-
tal divide, advancing
�nancial inclusion, and ex-
panding access to digital �-
nancial services, UPI has
empowered individuals
and communities across
the country while driving
broad-based economic
participation,” it added. 

UPI turns a decade-old,
sees 13,000-fold surge
in transaction volume  

Annual transaction volume

expanded from 1.78 crore in

FY17 to 24,162 crore in FY26.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) is planning to fully
acquire MHP Management-
und IT-Beratung GmbH
(MHP), Porsche AG’s Ger-
many-based management
and IT consulting subsidi-
ary, for an enterprise value
of €320 million, excluding
customary post-closing ad-
justments for net debt and
working capital.

The acquisition is part
of a broader €1.25 billion,
�ve-year strategic partner-
ship between TCS and
Porsche under which TCS
will provide arti�cial intel-
ligence (AI) services across
Porsche’s mobility value
chain. The transaction and
partnership remain sub-
ject to regulatory appro-
vals, with the acquisition to
be completed through a
TCS subsidiary.

TCS will establish a ded-
icated AI Mobility Centre
of Excellence for Porsche.
The centre will focus on
deploying AI-driven solu-
tions across manufactur-
ing, engineering, opera-
tions and customer
experience.

MHP reported a CY 2025
turnover of €742 million
and has 4,500 employees.
Besides Germany, the com-
pany operates through
subsidiaries in Romania,
the U.K., the U.S., India
and Mexico. “MHP brings
strong automotive and in-
dustrial consulting and im-
plementation experience,
with strengths in business
transformation, AI, SAP,
manufacturing digitalisa-
tion, and connected mobil-
ity,” TCS said.

TCS to buy
out Porsche’s
MHP for 
€320 mn EV

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

With the Centre’s announ-
cement last week permit-
ting import of 10 lakh
tonnes of raw sugar, dom-
estic prices are cooling
down. However, the price
volatility remains a matter
of concern. 

The current sugar mar-
keting season that began

on October 1 last year saw a
substantial quantity of su-
gar sold at ₹38-39 a kg (ex-
mill price). 

Prices started going up
in January, to ₹48 a kg, and
stood at ₹56 a kg on Mon-
day (Maharashtra ex-mill
price).

The price was ₹58 a kg
(Maharashtra ex-mill) on
August 22 and ₹62 a kg on
August 21. 

An industry source said
the ex-mill prices are likely
to hover between ₹50 and
₹60 till Nov. - December.

O�ce-bearers of the In-
dian Sugar & Bio-Energy
Manufacturers Association
(ISMA) told reporters in
New Delhi on Monday that
the recent �rmness in su-
gar prices should not be
construed as shortage of
sugar in the country. 

India’s sugar balance re-
mains fundamentally com-
fortable, with net sugar
production for 2025–2026
(sugar season) estimated at
around 279 lakh tonnes
(LMT) against domestic
consumption of 280–285
LMT, and projected closing
stocks of about 35 LMT. 

Adequate stocks are
available to ensure uninter-
rupted domestic supplies

through the transition into
the next sugar year.

The recent increase in
sugar prices is the result of
a convergence of tempor-
ary factors, including low-
er-than-initially-expected
production, heightened
festive-season demand,
market sentiment, and
�rm international sugar
prices, according to the
ISMA.

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE/NEW DELHI

Domestic sugar prices fall, volatility remains a concern 

Godrej Industries Group is
eyeing up to ₹20,000 crore
investment in the State of
Haryana generating almost
40,000 jobs.

It signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
with the State government
under which the �rm
would build upon about
₹12,000 crore it had alrea-
dy invested till date.

Godrej Properties Ltd
(GPL) is expected to be a
key driver of the Group’s
expansion, with plans to
invest ₹16,000 crore in Ha-
ryana by FY28. 

GPL currently has 18
projects across Gurugram,
Sonipat, Faridabad, Pani-
pat and Kurukshetra. Its fu-
ture expansion plans are
expected to extend beyond
residential development.

Godrej Ventures, the
Group’s real estate private
equity arm, has invested
about ₹1,000 crore in the
State so far and plans to de-
ploy an additional ₹3,500
crore towards Grade A+ of-
�ce infrastructure in Guru-
gram. The o�ce invest-
ments alone is likely to
generate over 30,000 di-
rect and indirect jobs, Pi-
rojsha Godrej, Chairper-
son, Godrej Industries
Group said.

Haryana: Godrej to
invest ₹20,000 crore

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Godrej Properties Ltd (GPL)

will be the key driver of

expansion. 

The Indian Hotels Compa-
ny Limited (IHCL), India’s
largest hospitality compa-
ny belonging to the Tata
Group, has announced
that Oriental Hotels Limit-
ed (OHL) will be merged
with it through a Scheme
of Arrangement.

An exchange ratio of 25
IHCL shares for every 117
OHL shares has been set
for the all-stock transac-
tion which is targeted for
completion in H2FY28.

Value creation
“The merger will drive
long-term value creation
by leveraging IHCL’s strong
balance sheet to support
strategic investments, in-
cluding inventory expan-
sion and product enhance-
ments strengthening the

premium positioning of
the portfolio,” said Puneet
Chhatwal, MD and CEO,
IHCL. Oriental Hotels is an
associate company of IHCL
with a portfolio of seven
hotels with 825 rooms.

OHL holds investments
in several IHCL group hotel
companies in India and in-
ternationally, including the
St. James Court.

“The merger of OHL
with IHCL will create sig-
ni�cant value for OHL sha-
reholders, enabling them
to now participate directly
in IHCL’s growth journey,”
said Pramod Ranjan, MD &
CEO, Oriental Hotels.

Tata’s Oriental Hotels,
IHCL set to merge

Oriental Hotels is an
associate company of
IHCL with a portfolio
of seven hotels with
825 rooms

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

ALLEN Career Institute, a
38-year-old test-prepara-
tion �rm, is gearing up for
major expansion across In-
dia, backed by technology
investments, selective ac-
quisitions and a proposed
initial public o�ering (IPO)
of about ₹3,800 crore.

The Kota-based educa-
tion �rm, which has grown
from a family-run coaching
institute into a profession-
ally-managed, technology-
enabled education busi-
ness, is looking to use the
IPO proceeds to accelerate
regional expansion and
strengthen technology, ar-
ti�cial intelligence (AI) and

automation capabilities.

Organic/inorganic route
The �rm is also evaluating
expansion into additional
markets through a combi-
nation of organic growth
and selective acquisitions,

said CEO Nitin Kukreja.
The strategy comes as

indigenous coaching in-
dustry is projected to grow
from about $32 billion to
$52 billion by 2030 while
the K-12 supplementary
education market repre-
sents an opportunity of
more than $19 billion, ac-
cording to sector estimates
cited by the company.

In 2022 Bodhi Tree Sys-
tems, a joint venture bet-
ween James Murdoch’s Lu-
pa Systems and former
Disney Asia Paci�c chief
Uday Shankar, acquired a
20% stake in Allen Career
Institute for $600 million.
The company is believed to
have crossed ₹3,700 crore
in revenue in FY26.

ALLEN eyes ₹3,800-crore IPO 
to fund institute’s expansion
Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Allen opens Mangaluru Centre. 

IIT Kanpur alumnus and
IndiGo co-founder Rakesh
Gangwal has committed an
additional ₹300 crore to-
wards the development of
the Gangwal School of
Medical Sciences and
Technology at IIT Kanpur.

This follows the ₹100
crore donated in 2022,
which supported the insti-
tute’s initial plans to set up
the medical school. The
project envisages a 500-
bed super-speciality hospi-
tal on the campus along
with a 200-bed cancer care
and research centre.

IndiGo’s
Gangwal to
give ₹300 cr.
to IIT Kanpur

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Sustainability is being
viewed as a direct lever for
reducing costs, improving
e�ciency and strengthen-
ing competitive advantage,
industry leaders said at the
CII TN Sustainability Manu-
facturing Summit 2026.

During a panel discus-
sion titled “Making Sus-
tainability Pro�table: Cut-
ting Costs, Creating Value,”
executives from Festo, Am-
ara Raja Group, TAFE and
sustainability consultancy
LGS Assurance highlighted
how identifying waste, im-
proving resource e�ciency
and embedding sustaina-
bility into product and ma-
nufacturing decisions can
deliver measurable busi-
ness value.

Tapan Upadhyay, who
heads application engi-
neering and technical sup-
port at Festo, said compa-
nies should �rst identify
where energy is being
wasted before investing in
new sustainability pro-
jects. “The greenest ener-
gy is the energy that you do
not use, do not waste,” he
said.

Citing audits conducted
by Festo, he said improper-
ly installed pneumatic tub-
ing can cause compressed-
air leakage of between 100
and 300 litres a minute,
with around 150 litres a mi-
nute being a rough aver-
age. “A single incorrectly
cut joint could cost a com-
pany around ₹1 lakh an-
nually, he said, while faulty
installation could result in
a similar cost.

He also highlighted the
cost of over-sizing compo-
nents, a practice adopted
as a safety precaution. Se-
lecting a cylinder one size
larger than required can
increase air consumption
by as much as 50%, while a

20% optimisation in pay-
loads could deliver an addi-
tional 15–20% saving. In the
example he cited, combin-
ing such measures could
reduce running costs by
around 70–80%.

Highlighting that push
towards circularity as hav-
ing commercial bene�t,
Prasant Tiwari, Chief Sus-
tainability O�cer, at Ama-
ra Raja Group, said around
85% of the lead used in the
company’s battery manu-
facturing comes from recy-
cled sources.

The company has also
established what he de-
scribed as India’s largest
lead-recycling smelter.

“My EBITDA (earninge
before interests, taxes, de-
preciation and amortisa-
tion) margins are highly
dependent on what is the
cost of lead in energy. So
this is also hedging to the
business,” he said.

He also highlighted the
company’s water-manage-
ment initiatives, saying
Amara Raja had become
“12x water positive” and
was able to secure good-
quality water for direct use
in its plants.

The company is also
seeking to optimise the use
of treated water that was
previously used for gar-
dening, including through
drip irrigation.

Mr. Tiwari urged manu-
facturers to view require-
ments such as zero liquid
discharge, renewable ener-
gy adoption and carbon
taxation as regulatory
requirements.

Ashok Muthuswamy,
Vice President for Business
Excellence, TQM and Sus-
tainability, TAFE said the
company uses augmented
reality, virtual reality and
other immersive technolo-
gies to develop digital pro-
totypes and identify design
and manufacturing pro-
blems before physical pro-
duction starts.

The company has also
extended digital quality
checks to its suppliers. 

Keerti D’Souza, founder
of LGS Assurance, framed
the business case for sus-
tainability around the
three Ps — people, planet
and pro�ts. While acknow-
ledging that pro�tability
remains the fundamental
objective of business, she
said companies must con-
sider the social and envi-
ronmental dimensions
alongside �nancial re-
turns. She cited occupa-
tional health and safety, in-
cluding workplace
ergonomics, as an area
where even a 5% improve-
ment or saving can gener-
ate a tangible return.

When asked what single

argument could persuade
a sceptical CEO that sus-
tainability is pro�table, the
panelists o�ered di�erent
perspectives. Ms. D’Souza
pointed to research and
development as a key
source of value creation.
Mr. Muthuswamy suggest-
ed framing sustainability
initiatives in terms of both
“opportunity and threat.”
Mr. Tiwari emphasised the
need for a clear business
case based on pro�ts,
growth and a sustainable
business model.

Mr. Upadhyay identi�ed
quanti�cation as a com-
mon obstacle. Companies
may recognise that a sus-
tainability initiative will de-
liver bene�ts, he said, but
often struggle to translate
those bene�ts into mone-
tary terms. Understanding
the cost of resources such
as compressed air can
make it easier to demon-
strate the potential return
on investment to senior
management.

Ravichandran Purush-
othaman, Chairman of CII
Southern Region, cited the
carbon footprint of smart-
phones as an example. A
standard smartphone can
carry a footprint of around
50–60 kg of CO2 equiva-
lent, while a larger iPhone
model can reach 100–120
kg. With Chennai emerging
as a major manufacturing
hub for iPhones, the cumu-
lative impact is
“signi�cant”.

Bakan Jagdish Sudha-
kar, IFS, CEO of the Tamil
Nadu Green Climate Com-
pany, said the state has es-
tablished a greenhouse-gas
emissions baseline using
2019 as the reference year,
in line with IPCC guide-
lines. He also expressed
con�dence that Tamil Na-
du could achieve carbon
neutrality ahead of India’s
national target of 2070.

Sustainability should drive savings, not
just compliance, say industry leaders

Balasubramanyam C.P.
CHENNAI

O�ering perspectives: Panelists at the CII TN Sustainability

Manufacturing Summit 2026. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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W
eight-loss drug-
makers, vying
to tighten the

belts of Chinese consum-
ers, are promoting obesity
awareness in metro sta-
tions, exercise studios and
soccer stadiums as local
restrictions prevent the di-
rect advertising of pre-
scription medicines in the
world’s second-largest
drug market.

China’s rate of over-
weight or obese people
could reach more than
65% by 2030, the country’s
National Health Commis-
sion has said.

Novo Nordisk, Eli Lilly,
P�zer and local �rm Inno-
vent Biologics are compet-
ing for market share with
their versions of once-
weekly GLP-1 weight-loss
injections in China. 

Lilly led the once-week-
ly GLP-1 sales on Alibaba’s
Tmall e-commerce plat-
form and JD.com in the se-
cond quarter, according to
Je�eries.

China does not allow
drug companies to adver-
tise prescription medi-
cines directly to consum-
ers. They can provide
information to the public
about the risks of speci�c
diseases and recommend
that they engage with doc-
tors. Campaigns cannot
mention product names,

but might indirectly en-
courage people to seek
help.

“Don’t forget to pay at-
tention to Dad’s snoring
and promptly visit a respi-
ratory department or sleep
centre,” a banner with a
Lilly logo advised commu-
ters recently at a metro sta-
tion in Shanghai’s central
Jingan district. Snoring is a
common symptom of sleep
apnea, which is strongly
linked to being overweight.
Lilly’s GLP-1 drug Mounja-
ro has been shown in clini-
cal trials to alleviate the
condition.

Ads from Innovent and
e-commerce giant Meituan
displayed on a wall in the
same station last month
said ‘scienti�c weight man-
agement’ can reverse fatty
liver disease. Another ad at
a soccer stadium in Suzhou

during a July match said
“Innovent Biologics weight
loss amazing!” repeatedly,
astream on the Weibo so-
cial media platform
showed.

Gym chain Supermon-
key touted via social media
platform Xiaohongshu a
partnership with P�zer to
launch a “healthy weight
loss party” in June and Ju-
ly. A P�zer employee told a

crowd at one such party in
Shanghai that the compa-
ny hoped to help them
build a lasting, healthy way
of life. Afterward, a trainer
led a weightlifting session
for attendees, a post by the
drugmaker on Xiaohong-
shu - which was later delet-
ed - showed.

Go beyond campaigns
The communication ef-
forts of drugmakers go well
beyond campaigns related
to other medicines, said Jia
Hepeng, a professor of
science communication at
Soochow University in
Suzhou.

“I rarely see pharma-
ceutical companies pro-
moting prescription drugs
for hypertension, tumors,
and other diseases in pu-
blic settings, or even
through indirect advertis-

ing,” Jia said.
Social media promo-

tions, along with recom-
mendations from friends
and family, have led some
patients to seek speci�c
weight-loss medicines by
name, employees at hospi-
tals in Shanghai and
Guangzhou told Reuters.

At �rst, patients asked
for Novo’s semaglutide, al-
so known as Wegovy, but
recently Lilly’s tirzepatide,
also known as Mounjaro,
and Innovent’s mazdutide,
also known as Xinermei,
have been requested more
frequently, said Zhao Xiao-
long, an endocrinologist at
the Shanghai Public Health
Clinical Center.

Matching competition
Novo launched the �rst
once-weekly GLP-1 for
weight management in
China in late 2024. Lilly
and Innovent followed in
January 2025 and July
2025, respectively, while
the �rst prescriptions for
P�zer’s Xianweiying were
issued in April. 

Sales of GLP-1 therapies
for weight management
could reach 30 billion yuan
($4 billion) in the next �ve
to seven years, up from an
estimated 3 billion to 4 bil-
lion yuan at present, said
Yang Huang, J.P. Morgan’s
head of China healthcare
research.

Novo executive Cai Yan
became the �rm’s Greater
China president in March.
She soon heard from doc-
tors in China that the com-

pany’s communications
were weak compared with
its competitors, Cai told
Reuters. Some Novo rivals
were more bold, talking
about the bene�ts of a drug
more directly in their mes-
saging, she said.

“I focus very much on
what we should do and
what is the right thing to
do, what we can learn from
competitors,” she said. 

“If you feel a competitor
is much better in commu-
nication, layman language
to the public, then we have
to transform the way, how
we communicate, from (a)
medical educational
perspective.”

She said Novo is chang-
ing its approach to not only
focus on doctors in hospi-
tals, but to reach patients
with information on obesi-
ty via di�erent types of me-
dia. The drugmaker aims
to make the language in its
public communication
more accessible.

Last month, Novo and
state broadcaster CCTV
held a health exhibit on a
street in Beijing with group
dancing, Novo said on We-
Chat, a messaging app.
Text displayed at the exhi-
bit said some GLP-1 thera-
pies have been validated in
multiple, large-scale clini-
cal studies, a separate post
from one Xiaohongshu us-
er showed.

Some weight-manage-
ment campaigns could also
cross a line into drug adver-
tising, medical and legal
experts said. 

Snoring, subways and stealth ads: how
big pharma targets China’s waistline

All out: Billboards from Innovent Biologics and Meituan at a metro station in Shanghai. REUTERS

Drug �rms can’t advertise prescription medicines directly to consumers in China; weight-loss drugmakers promote obesity awareness in public;

social media, family, friends led patients to seek medicines by name, hospital sta� say; ‘some campaigns could cross a line into drug advertising’ 

Reuters
SHANGHAI

Sales of GLP-1 therapies
for weight management
could reach 30 billion
yuan in the next 5 to 7
years, up from an
estimated 3 billion to 4
billion yuan at present 

YANG HUANG
J.P. Morgan’s

FOCUS

The Dutch government’s
pledge to increase defence
spending to 3.5% of gross
domestic product (GDP) by
2035 as part of NATO com-
mitments is already run-
ning into di�culty on di�e-
rences with some of the
�nancial institutions it
wants to help fund plan.

Talks initiated by the
Dutch Defence Ministry
(MoD) in 2024 with big
domestic insurance com-
panies to explore a frame-
work for potential defence
investments have stalled
over insurers’ requests for
government help in
screening defence
companies.

Dutch insurers had a

combined €455 billion
($531.44 billion)in assets
under management at the
end of March, including
pension funds they own
such as AZL, and Dutch
dentists’ fund SPT, accord-
ing to De Nederlandsche
Bank data.

Due diligence skills
Yet the Dutch Insurers As-
sociation, representing the
sector in the talks, said
they lack expertise to per-
form due-diligence in the
secretive defence sector,
while a spokesperson for
the MoD said screening in-
vestments remains the res-
ponsibility of investors.

“We need the govern-
ment for this. Defence is a
very untransparent indus-
try for us and the govern-
ment is the party that has
all the context, the infor-

mation needed to really
make a good decision,” a
spokesperson for the insur-
ers’ association said.

The last substantive dis-
cussions with the govern-
ment were held last Sep-

tember and no further
talks have been scheduled,
the association said.

The Netherlands spent
around 2.2% of GDP on de-
fence last year, and the
MoD estimates that meet-

ing the 3.5% target by 2035
will require extra defence
spending of €16 billion-€19
billion a year. The govern-
ment aims to source rough-
ly half of future defence
purchases domestically

and from European sup-
pliers, to build up the
country’s defence sector.

Growing interest
Dutch insurers have shown
growing interest in the sec-
tor. To become signi�cant
investors, however, they
would need speci�c infor-
mation about where a de
fence company sells to and
details of all its products,
to comply with their own
environmental,social and
governance (ESG) policies
that prohibit investment in
companies producing cer-
tain weapons or supplying
certain countries, the asso-
ciation spokesperson said.

The MoD acknowledges
that gathering information
on suppliers can be di�-
cult because of secrecy re-
quirements and has
launched a website compil-

ing public information on
suppliers, though the insu-
rance industry says the ma-
terial does not fully ad-
dress its needs.

Insurers want bonds 
Another challenge for in-
surers investing in defence
companies is that their risk
and investment pro�le is
better suited for �xed-in-
come instruments, such as
bonds and other forms of
debt, analysts and the in-
surers’ association said.

“A government-issued
defence bond could be a
more natural investment.
Fixed-income securities re-
present a much larger
share of insurers’ portfo-
lios than direct equity. A
bond could therefore �t
more easily,” the associa-
tion spokesperson said.
Top Dutch insurers NN

Group, ASR Nederlandand
Achmea combined had
nearly €146 billion in �xed-
income portfolios as of the
end of June, with the lar-
gest portions allocated to
government debt.

Sovereign debt tool
One solution, the associa-
tion says, would be for the
Netherlands to set up a so-
vereign debt tool, like
France which is at the fore-
front of Europe’s defence
push. That could broaden
the addressable pool of
funds available to insurers,
while also shifting the duty
of vetting defence �rms on-
to the debt issuer.

Last year, BpiFrance
launched €450 million De-
fence Fund targeting retail
investors and the €1 billion
European Defence Bonds
aimed at institutions.

Why Dutch insurers are on sidelines as defence spend to rise

Reuters

Fund crunch: Dutch frigate HNLMS Evertsen at the port of Heraklion, Crete island, Greece. REUTERS

FOCUS

Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi on Monday
unveiled a new version of its in-house Xring
handset processor, betting that greater control
over key components will strengthen its supply
chain and reduce reliance on external chip
suppliers.

The Xring O3 comes a year after Xiaomi
launched its �rst proprietary smartphone
processor, the Xring O1, marking the latest step in
the world’s third-largest smartphone vendor’s
push to join rivals Apple, Samsung Electronics
and Huawei in developing its own chips.

Smartphone processors, also known as
systems-on-chip (SoC), combine computing,
graphics, AI (arti�cial intellingece) processing
and imaging functions in a single component.
TSMC will manufacture the new chip using
its3-nanometre production technology, two
people familiar with the matter said.

Greater control
Developing more chips in-house could give
Xiaomi greater control over product features and
improve its bargaining power with suppliers.

The sources declined to be identi�ed because
the plans are not public. Xiaomi and TSMC did
not immediately respond to requests for
comment on the chip’s manufacturer, production
technology or shipment targets. One source said
the chip is expected to power Xiaomi’s upcoming
�agship folding phone, with shipments targeted
at 2,00,000 to 3,00,000 units.

Its expansion into foldable phones, a
higher-priced market segment, could intensify
competition with Huawei.

Huawei shipped 1.6 million foldable phones in
China in the second quarter, giving it a 68%
market share, followed by Honor with 13.7% and
Oppo with 8.5%, according to research �rm
Smart Analytics Global.

Push for in-house chips 
Xiaomi’s chip push re�ects a broader industry
trend as device makers seek to di�erentiate their
products and reduce dependence on suppliers
such as Qualcomm and Media Tekamid
intensifying competition in premium
smartphones.

The Beijing-based company restarted
development of large, in-house chips in 2021 and
has said it plans to invest at least 50 billion yuan
($7 billion) over a decade in the e�ort.

Xiaomi said on an earnings call last week that
cumulative shipments of devices powered by the
Xring O1, including smartphones, tablets and
watches, had surpassed 1 million units since its
launch. 

The sources said Xiaomi has sold about
150,000 smartphones based on the Xring O1
since its May 2025 launch.

Xiaomi Xring
chip, partners
with TSMC for
production,
sources say

Self-reliance: A Xiaomi store in Shanghai, China. REUTERS

Reuters
BEIJING

In rural west Texas where
oil rigs and pump jacks dot
the sparse �at landscape,
an ExxonMobil contractor
sits in a small o�ce on a
drilling rig, using controls
on a screen to operate ro-
botic machinery and move
tall steel pipes weighing
roughly 2,000 pounds.

This work would usually
require human overseers
standing on the rig �oor,
the most common location
for accidents on a rig. Ex-
xon, the largest oil produc-
er by volume in the U.S.,
operates more than 30
drilling rigs in the Permian
Basin, two of which are au-
tomated rigs with robotic
equipment. By 2028, the

company aims to transi-
tion half of its �eet to auto-
mated rigs to reduce the
need for workers to per-
form potentially dangerous
work and increase e�cien-
cy to drill wells faster, an
executive told Reuters.

The Permian Basin in
Texas and New Mexico, the
biggest U.S. oil�eld, revolu-

tionised energy markets
two decades ago when de-
velopment of the shale ba-
sin turned the U.S. into one
of the leading oil-produc-
ing countries. But the rela-
tively quick decline rate of
shale wells has prompted
drillers to develop more
technologies to extract the
oil. Some in the industry

are also concerned about
when the Permian’s pro-
duction could begin to de-
cline. Exxon plans to grow
its Permian production by
almost 40% to 2.5 million
barrels of oil equivalent
per day by 2030. By con-
trast, rival oil major Chev-
ron plans to hold produc-
tion steady at about 1
million boepd, focusing in-
stead on free cash �ow.

Tech combination
The automated drilling rigs
are part of a combination
of technologies and strate-
gies Exxon is using to boost
production,said Bart Ca-
hir, Exxon’s senior vice
president of unconvention-
als, in an interview on the
rig.

“When we take people
o� the rig �oor, those same
individuals are now able to
think ahead and plan for

the next operation and that
combination gives us e�-
ciency,” he said.

“This is the productivity
play.” The company in-
stalled its �rst automated
rig, supplied by drilling
contractor Helmerich &
Payne, last year. It drilled
two miles horizontally un-
derground in a little over
six days, the third fastest
time in Exxon’s history.

Exxon’s use of automat-
ed rigs in the Permian and
its goal of expanding the
�eet has not been pre-
viously reported.

Reducing risk
On one of Exxon’s auto-
mated rigs in Midland, a
gate surrounds the drilling
�oor with a sign reading
“Red Zone: Restricted
Area.” A drawing of the
Grim Reaper illustrates the
risk that workers face

around heavy equipment
and pressurised systems.
Where workers would
usually help move co-
lumns of drill pipe over
two stories tall, robotic
arms now position the
pipes and connect them to
a drill string. This allows
drilling to continue deeper
into the well bore.

Employees on the rig
communicate with Exxon’s
central operations team in
Houston to determine the
precise movements the ro-
botic system should make.
Removing workers from
the so-called Red Zones al-
lows them to focus on oth-
er operations on the rig
and cuts variability in the
work viz. more feet per day
can be drilled, Cahir said.

“By getting people out
of that higher risk area, we
are essentially eliminating
that risk.”

Exxon ramps up automated drilling in Permian

Reuters
MIDLAND, TEXAS

Removing risk: An automated oil drilling rig operated by

ExxonMobil in Midland, Texas, U.S. REUTERS

FOCUS
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In the latest Syrian court trial of o�icials a�iliated with the rule of

former President Bashar al-Assad, former grand mufti Ahmad

Badreddine Hassoun was on Monday convicted of inciting violence

and justifying murder. Mr. Assad and his brother Maher have been

sentenced to death in recent weeks, many of them in absentia. AP

Syrian court sentences Assad-era’s
top religious cleric to life in prison

DAMASCUS

AFP
X

South Korea said on Monday that United States had cancelled the

Ssangyong drills, a joint amphibious landing exercise, scheduled for

next month due to constraints on force availability due to the Iran

war. The cancellation follows U.S. President Donald Trump’s order

last week to scale down the Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises. AFP

U.S. cancels joint marine drill with
S. Korea, citing Iran war demands

SEOUL

REUTERS (FILE PHOTO)
X

Yemen’s Houthis said on Monday their forces hit a Saudi oil tanker

in the Red Sea with a ballistic missile, as the Iran-backed rebels

pursue a maritime blockade of the kingdom. The claim came hours

after a British maritime agency said a tanker struck by a “projectile”

caught fire 63 nautical miles west of the Saudi city of Yanbu. AFP

Yemen’s Houthis claim attack on
Saudi Arabian oil tanker in Red Sea

DUBAI

REUTERS
X

A cross-party group of Japanese lawmakers headed to Beijing on

Monday seeking to mend strained ties following Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi’s comment on Taiwan that angered China and led to

escalated tensions. “I hope we can find a clue to restart a dialogue,”

a CRA party spokesperson said before leaving the Tokyo airport. AP

Japanese lawmakers embark on
China visit with aim to mend ties 

TOKYO

AFP

U
.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent
on Monday laid out

plans for the “economic as-
phyxiation” of Iran, ex-
panding Washington’s se-
condary sanctions threats
and warning of dire conse-
quences for countries that
do not join the campaign.

The announcement
comes almost six months
into a war on Iran that has
ground to a stalemate, with
stalled peace talks and
Tehran blocking most traf-
�c through the crucial
Strait of Hormuz.

Mr. Bessent earlier said
the United States was de-
claring an “economic D-

Day” on Iran, but his an-
nouncement named no
speci�c countries beyond
Iran and no timelines.

“Around the globe, our
objective is to sever every
economic lifeline that sus-
tains this tyrannical regime

until Tehran stands alone,”
Mr. Bessent told a press
conference. “We are going
to hold everyone accounta-
ble, and this is economic
asphyxiation of this
regime.”

He added that countries

not joining U.S. sanctions
would “share in the isola-
tion” of Iran, and noted
that President Donald
Trump was making phone
calls to world leaders with
requests to stop interac-
tions with Tehran.

The Treasury Depart-
ment said expanded secon-
dary sanctions would tar-
get Iran’s digital assets,
technology, gold, aviation
and shipping sectors.

In a post before the an-
nouncement, Deputy Fo-
reign Minister Kazem Gha-
ribabadi said the latest U.S.
threats were an admission
of military defeat, and
warned countries against
aiding Washington. 

“Your narrative doesn’t
add up,” Mr. Gharibabadi

said, asking why, if Wash-
ington had achieved its
goals, “there is a need for
the largest �nancial inva-
sion in history”.

“Is this a victory or an
admission of America’s
defeat?”

Iran’s Parliamentary
Speaker Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf brushed o�
U.S. threats, saying on X
that “economically, the
U.S. is not in a position that
would allow it to further
restrict its relations with
other countries”. 

On Monday, Pakistan’s
Army chief Asim Munir vi-
sited Iran and met with Mr.
Ghalibaf. Islamabad played
a key role in brokering an
April cease�re that later
fell apart.

U.S. vows ‘economic asphyxiation’ 
of Iran with new set of sanctions

Mural messaging: Commuters pass a giant billboard depicting 

U.S. President Donald Trump in Tehran on Monday. AP 

Washington says expanded secondary sanctions will target Iran’s digital assets, technology, gold, aviation and shipping;

warns other nations to cut o� �nancial ties with Iran; Tehran calls U.S. �nancial o�ensive ‘an admission of military defeat’

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON AND TEHRAN

The U.S. on Monday pro-
posed a $103,265 fee for all
H-1B visa cap-subject appli-
cations, including those
eligible for the advanced
degree exemption, the De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) said.

The new proposal came
a month after a federal ap-
peals court rejected a plea
to stay a district judge’s or-
der overturning the [Do-
nald] Trump administra-
tion plan to charge a
$1,00,000 fee for H-1B visa
applications.

“...DHS proposes to im-
plement the USD 103,265
amount as a separate, addi-
tional H-1B fee rather than
combining it with the exist-
ing H-1B petition fee,” the
notice said.

It said the fee would ap-
ply only to H-1B cap-sub-
ject petitions, including
those eligible for the ad-
vanced degree exemption,
but not to cap-exempt
�lings.

The proposed fee is
speci�cally to recover the
interagency costs de-
scribed in this rule and
having a standalone fee is
intended to facilitate track-
ing, allocation, and report-
ing of the associated reve-
nue, the DHS said.

The U.S. Congress set
the current annual regular
cap for the H-1B category at
65,000, commonly known
as the “regular cap”. It also
set aside 20,000 additional
H-1B visas for workers who
hold a Master’s degree or
higher from a U.S. college,
commonly called the Mas-
ter’s cap.

U.S. administration
proposes $1.03 lakh
fee for H-1B visas
Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

British Prime Minister An-
dy Burnham said on Mon-
day that the U.K. will help
Ukraine make its own long-
range missiles by sharing
classi�ed information for
British components.

Mr. Burnham, who was
in Kyiv alongside other
world leaders to mark Uk-
raine’s Independence Day,
said defence �rm MBDA
will release details on U.K.-
made parts for the SCALP
missile to Ukraine to help
the country assemble the
weapons.

The SCALP missile is the
French-produced version
of the U.K.’s Storm Shadow,
an air-launched, high-pre-
cision missile with a range
of more than 250 kilo-
metres. 

U.K. to help
Ukraine build
long-range
missiles: PM

Associated Press
LONDON

For about a decade now,
successive governments in
Sri Lanka have sought to
tap Mannar’s strong winds
to power the island’s tran-
sition to green energy. But
renewable energy projects
— existing and proposed —
have left local communi-
ties increasingly fearful
about the possible impact
on their environment and
livelihoods. 

Residents in villages
across Mannar district, on
Sri Lanka’s north-western
coast, report recurring
�ash �oods in recent years,
growing demand for land
from both the government
and private companies, the
constant noise from wind
turbines near their homes,
and a shrinking �sh catch. 

They fear that the grow-
ing number of renewable
energy projects could be
contributing to these

changes. If decades of war
meant contending with
deaths, disappearances,
and displacement, the
post-war years have forced
another struggle upon the
people of Mannar — for de-
velopment that meets their
needs. 

“We are often asked if
there is scienti�c proof
linking these changes to
the renewable energy pro-
jects. Sometimes, everyday
lived realities of people re-
veal more than science
does,” said Fr. G.A. Arulraj
Croos, Director, Caritas
Valvuthayam, the social
arm of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Mannar. “It is a sur-
vival issue, not merely an
environmental concern.”

Residents have no scien-
ti�c evidence to substan-
tiate their claims so far. But
they contend that the auth-
orities, too, have not
shown them research that
rules out any impact on
their environment. “We

can only tell you what we
see and experience. The
course of waterways in our
village has changed. We
can see the coastline erod-
ing,” said a resident of
Arippu village. “Following
land acquisitions in the dis-
trict to accommodate wind
turbines, rainwater does
not drain out like before.
We are frequently expe-
riencing �oods,” he said.
“They [the authorities]
think we oppose
everything”.

Harnessing the winds
Thirty towering turbines
line the southern coast at
the Ceylon Electricity
Board [CEB]’s Thambapa-
vani wind farm — Sri Lan-
ka’s �rst large-scale wind
project. Conceived in 2018
to add 104 MW to the na-
tional grid, the nearly
$200-million project was
inaugurated in late 2020 by
then Prime Minister Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa, when his

brother Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa was President. 

Less than a year later in
October 2021, Adani Group
chairman Gautam Adani
met Mr. Gotabaya to dis-
cuss the Colombo port ter-
minal project that Adani
Ports was executing. He al-
so discussed potential re-
newable energy projects
and visited Mannar.  Five
months later, the CEB
signed an agreement with

demand is met by hydro-
power. The government
aims to add 300 MW from
renewable energy sources
to the national grid by the
end of next year, according
to Deputy Minister of Ener-
gy Arkam Ilyas. Pointing to
the “economic strain”
from energy imports, Mr.
Ilyas told The Hindu:
“Some months we are
spending nearly 30% of
our foreign reserves to im-
port fuel. Our aim is to re-
duce it to 10%.”

On the apprehensions
of locals and environmen-
tal activists, he said: “We
are aware of their concerns
and are taking them on
board. I have been visiting
the villages to better un-
derstand their issues, so
we can raise awareness
and respond constructive-
ly. We are working to en-
sure that the projects bene-
�t locals by generating jobs
and enhancing develop-
ment prospects.”

while, the government is
pressing ahead with pro-
jects already decided
upon. 

Residents are reassured
that new projects are on
hold, but they do not know
what to make of ongoing
projects being executed by
local �rms.

“The government needs
to tell the local communi-
ties what these projects are
about, how much land
they need, what bene�ts
they will bring to the local
community and what the
environmental risks are,”
said M.A. Ameerun Nisha,
a member of the local
council or Pradeshiya
Sabha.

Sri Lanka aims to meet
70% of its total energy re-
quirement through renew-
able sources.

Sri Lanka’s total in-
stalled energy capacity is
6,345 MW, with a peak de-
mand of about 3,000 MW,
and most of the country’s

ter a devastating economic
crisis, the project soon
faced challenges from envi-
ronmental groups and lo-
cal communities. It was in
the spotlight until Adani
Green pulled out in 2025,
even as President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake’s go-
vernment resisted the
company’s “excessive”
power purchasing tari�. 

Residents wary
In the wake of persistent
protests from locals voic-
ing fears about the appa-
rent environmental impact
of the projects, including
their impact on a key bird
corridor that draws seaso-
nal �amingos, the Cabinet
decided late last year to
halt all new wind power
projects on Mannar Island.

President Dissanayake
instructed authorities not
to proceed with future pro-
jects “without the consent
of the people living on
Mannar Island”. Mean-

Adani Green for a $500-
million 500 MW wind pow-
er project. The Rajapaksa
administration approved
the investment without a
competitive bid, triggering
a prolonged controversy.
The succeeding Ranil
Wickremesinghe adminis-
tration, too, cleared the
project in Mannar and
nearby Pooneryn in 2023. 

One of the biggest FDIs
to come into the island af-

Mannar locals fear ecological fallout amid Sri Lanka’s green energy push
Meera Srinivasan
MANNAR 

Cause for concern: Projects such as the Thambapavani wind farm

could harm local environment, islanders say. MEERA SRINIVASAN 

Dire straits

Palestinians gather and inspect the rubble of a building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City on Monday. Gazan authorities said at

least five people, including two children, were killed in separate Israeli attacks in the Gaza strip on Monday. AP 

Kazakhstan’s pro-govern-
ment Adilet Party won 71%
of votes in a parliamentary
election, o�cials said on
Monday, a result expected
to strengthen President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev’s
grip on power in Central
Asia’s largest nation.

The Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in
Europe said the vote was
marred by a lack of distinct
political opposition, with
“all parties supporting the
incumbent President’s
policies.”

Incumbent
Tokayev wins 
key election 
in Kazakhstan

Associated Press
ASTANAU.S. President Donald

Trump said on Monday
that he would double ta-
ri�s on Canadian vehicles
beginning next year, as the
neighbouring countries
spiral towards an escalat-
ing trade war.

“On January First, 2027,
Tari�s on all Cars, Trucks,
both large and small, Auto-
motive Parts, and Steel,
will be increased to 50%,”
Mr. Trump wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

The current U.S. tari�
impacting Canadian autos
stands at 25% for non-U.S.
content, while imported

steel to the United States
generally faces a 50% duty.

Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney said on
Monday that his govern-
ment seeks a good U.S.
trade deal after the recent
breakdown in talks, but
warned he would not seek
an agreement at all costs.

"The goal of our trade
negotiations with the Unit-
ed States has always been
to get the best deal for Ca-

nadians, never a deal at
any price or on any time
frame," Mr. Carney said.

The Canadian leader
had earlier announced re-
taliatory tari�s targeting
the U.S after walking away
from what he called a “bad
deal.” The new Canadian
tari�s targeting U.S. steel
and dairy industries, while
also covering sectors like
agricultural equipment,
pulp and paper, as well as
electronics, will take e�ect
on September 8.

Canada is the United
States’s second biggest
trading partner in goods
this year, behind Mexico,
according to Census Bu-
reau data.

Trump threatens 50% tari�s
on Canadian vehicles, steel
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Canada had earlier
announced tari�s on
U.S. steel and dairy
industries amid an
escalating trade war
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Happy birthday

Yummy treat: Russia’s first ever locally born giant panda Katyusha tastes the o�erings made to her on her third birthday at the Moscow

Zoo on Monday. Katyusha was born to a Panda couple which arrived in Russia in 2019 from China. AFP

Computer programmer Fei
Zhaojun’s boss asked him if
arti�cial intelligence could
soon replace humans in
coding jobs. Two weeks la-
ter, he was laid o� from his
job in Beijing, together
with about 160 of his
colleagues.

It is an increasingly
common scenario as AI,
supported by government
policies, reshapes China’s
massive job market. Some
economists believe that
might eventually under-
mine the overall strength
of the world’s second lar-
gest economy. 

“There appears to be far
less anti-AI sentiment in
China (than elsewhere).
Most people seem either
positive, neutral, or mildly

interested in AI,” said Shuj-
ing He, a Beijing-based se-
nior analyst at advisory
and research �rm Plenum.

“Individuals who worry
about being replaced, as
well as those who have al-
ready left traditional work-
places, are often eager to
experiment with AI-ena-
bled businesses and inde-
pendent ventures,” she
said. “The level of interest
is striking.”

Until recently, Mr. Fei
had doubted AI could do
programming work per-
fectly, even though his
bosses thought it was close
enough.

“Mid-level coders’ job
are essentially replaceable
in most of the cases,” said
Mr. Fei, 40. “Even if it is a
disaster that leads to re-
placing all humans, at this
stage, you just have to use

it as everyone else is using
it.”

Now he is making vlog-
style short videos during a
career break while �guring
out what he wants to do
next. He is not making a liv-
ing o� of his videos, which
are about ordinary peo-
ple’s lives, but hopes that
they might help others.

No takers for languages
Du Qinchun, a part-time
translator, has been help-
ing to train an AI model to
do translations. That has
brought him more work, at
least temporarily.

“But it’s true that the
pay in the industry has
been cut by more than half
compared to what it was
years ago,” said Mr. Du,
who is based in southwest-
ern China’s Chengdu city.

The trend is so evident

that popular college pro-
grammes in foreign lan-
guages have increasingly
fallen out of favour as AI-
powered translation tools
have become more
widespread.

The share of Chinese in-
dustrial enterprises saying
they use AI models and
“agents” jumped to 47.5%

last year from 9.6% in
2024, according to the
market intelligence �rm
IDC.

“China’s vibrant open-
source model ecosystem
fosters greater AI applica-
tion innovation in indus-
trial settings, gradually
closing the gap between
foundational model capa-

bilities and real-world en-
terprise value creation,”
said Yanze Du, an IDC se-
nior research manager in
Beijing.

Humanoid robots can
now, for example, sort par-
cels in postal centres, alth-
ough still on a small-scale
basis, and are pushing the
boundaries in performing
more human tasks such as
directing tra�c and mak-
ing co�ee. Food delivery
robots are also gaining
ground, potentially threa-
tening the livelihoods of
millions of Chinese food
delivery workers.

Generative AI increas-
ingly is used for creation,
production and distribu-
tion in China’s short drama
industry. The number of
live-action short and verti-
cal video series designed
for mobile phones fell

about 75% in the �rst quar-
ter of this year from a year
earlier, according to Chi-
nese media reports. 

A report from Interna-
tional Labour Organiza-
tion, meanwhile, found
that women face higher
risks of losing employment
due to use of AI than men,
as they tend to work in
areas more suitable for au-
tomation. 

Under China’s “AI Plus”
initiative and its �ve-year
plan through 2030, the go-
vernment is pushing to in-
fuse AI across many indus-
tries, aiming to gain an
edge in China’s technology
rivalry with the U.S. 

“What is speci�c to Chi-
na is that the government
is really into di�using AI
across the economy, so AI
may get into di�erent do-
mains more quickly com-

paring to other countries,”
said Zilan Qian, a research
associate at Oxford China
Policy Lab.

Ageing population
That said, in the longer
run, some experts say un-
employment rates could
fall, since China’s popula-
tion of 1.4 billion is rapidly
ageing and shrinking.

By 2050, China is pro-
jected to have fewer than
two working-age adults to
support each retiree, com-
pared with more than 2.5
in the U.S., said Xuenan
Cao, a professor at San
Francisco Bay University
whose focus includes tech-
nology and society.

“Automation could par-
tially o�set a shrinking
workforce rather than be-
ing purely a threat to it,”
Mr. Cao said.

Workers in China fear job loss as AI and robots are poised to take their place
Associated Press
HONG KONG

The referee shows yellow card to a robot during a football match at

the 2nd World Humanoid Robot Games in Beijing on August 22. AFP

China has for several years
been the biggest buyer of
Iranian oil, putting its pur-
chases in the spotlight as
the U.S. threatens heavy
economic sanctions on
Tehran. China’s oil trade
with Iran last year aver-
aged 1.4 million barrels per
day, according to ship-
tracking �rm Kpler.

The U.S. renewed its
blockade of Iran’s ships
and ports on July 13 in an
attempt to cut o� oil sales
as a deal to halt their war
broke down, throttling Ira-
nian exports.

There have been no visi-
ble crossings of the Strait
o� Hormuz since then, ac-
cording to Kpler data, alth-

ough many vessels turn o�
their location transpon-
ders, making them di�cult
to track.

Shipments fell to
7,85,000 barrels per day in
June, the lowest since Fe-
bruary 2023 and probably
rose in July to 8,23,000

bpd, but the intake so far
in August has dropped to
5,34,000 bpd, provisional
Kpler data showed.

Chinese independent
re�ners have been the
main Iranian crude buyers,
attracted by what has typi-
cally been a steep discount

to mainstream barrels.
China’s big state re�ners

have shunned Iranian oil
since 2019, when the U.S.
reimposed sanctions on
Tehran, and China’s o�cial
customs data does not
show any purchases of Ira-
nian crude.

Though Washington has
intensi�ed e�orts, includ-
ing sanctions on smaller
Chinese re�ners and
banks, to clamp down on
Chinese purchases of Ira-
nian oil, sanctions them-
selves have done little to
slow overall �ows of Ira-
nian oil into China.

China’s Iranian oil im-
ports stood at 1.24 million
and 1.58 million bpd in Ja-
nuary and February, res-
pectively, Kpler data
showed.

Looming U.S. sanctions on Iran put
China’s oil purchase in the spotlight
Reuters
SINGAPORE

A file photo shows a Chinese-flagged oil tanker moored at an oil

terminal at Tsing Yi port in Hong Kong, China. REUTERS

The sound of thousands of engines �lled the fes-
tival grounds of the medieval German village of
Quedlinburg on Sunday as Ulrich Siegmund, the-
far-right AfD’s charismatic candidate in a key vote
next month, led out a motorcade atop a blue
moped.

Nearly 5,000 people turned out for the Alterna-
tive for Germany (AfD) campaign event-cum-mo-
torcycle show ahead of elections in the eastern
German state of Saxony-Anhalt on September 6,
in which it could become the �rst far-right party
to take power at a state level since the Nazi era.

The AfD has seized onto “the Vespa of East Ger-
many,” the beloved Simson brand, to appeal to
the strong sense of East German identity that lin-
gers 35 years after reuni�cation.

In the 2025 federal election, among Saxony-An-
halt voters aged roughly 18-34, AfD support rose to
40% from about 25% in the previous election in
2021.

Julian, who declined to give his last name, said
it was great the AfD was organising meet-ups for
fans. “If someone else had done it, we obviously
wouldn’t have taken part,” said the 24-year-old
from the neighbouring eastern German state of
Thuringia.

The Simson family, who now live in the United
States, have publicly criticised the AfD’s use of
their namesake. “The threats against immigrants,
people of other skin colours and sexual minorities
are something we want no part of,” said descen-
dent and family spokesperson Dennis Baum at an
anti-AfD rally in Germany last month.

The AfD has rejected allegations of racism, say-
ing it just wants stricter controls over
immigration.

Retro love: Nearly 5,000 people turned out for the AfD

campaign event in Quedlinburg on Sunday. REUTERS

Reuters
QUEDLINBURG

AfD employs East
German cultural
icon in poll race

D
onald Trump’s
olive branch to
North Korea’s Kim

Jong Un at the expense of a
long-standing ally comes at
a pivotal moment for U.S.
security ties in Asia, as
partners from Japan to In-
dia reassess how much
they can rely on Washing-
ton. The U.S. President’s
abrupt decision to cut back
military drills with South
Korea last week, which he
described as hostile to
Pyongyang, has reinforced
fears that Mr. Trump’s un-
predictability could strain
alliances that have long
maintained peace in the
region, government o�-
cials and security experts
said.

Japan worries it too
could �nd itself in Mr.
Trump’s cross-hairs as it
embarks on thorny securi-
ty negotiations; Taiwan is
warily watching an upcom-
ing summit between Mr.
Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping; and India
is growing less certain of its
place in Washington’s stra-
tegic calculus.

“The decision will cer-
tainly fuel growing doubts
in the region about U.S. se-
curity commitments,” said
Jeremy Chan, a senior ana-
lyst with political risk con-
sultancy Eurasia Group
and former U.S. diplomat
in Japan and China. Adding
to the anxiety, the U.S. can-

celled another military ex-
ercise with South Korea
scheduled for next month,
Seoul said on Monday, af-
ter Washington cited con-
straints on U.S. forces due
to the Iran war.

Mr. Trump has been
frustrated by the failure of
U.S. allies to support the
war and made it clear that
many of them must spend
more on their own de-
fence, a White House o�-
cial said when asked about
such concerns. He is eager
to restart talks with North
Korea and secure a win on
the international stage to
counter his unpopular
con�ict with Iran, accord-
ing to a person briefed on
discussions between U.S.
and South Korean o�cials.

‘Extremely troubling’
Mr. Trump’s push to meet
Mr. Kim — which has so far
drawn a frosty response
from Pyongyang — could
back�re and embolden nu-
clear-armed North Korea,
said Itsunori Onodera, an
in�uential Japanese law-
maker and former Defence
Minister. Such a prospect is
“extremely troubling” for
Tokyo, he said on a Fuji TV
news programme last
Thursday. Despite Mr.
Trump’s overtures, Pyon-
gyang �red a volley of bal-
listic missiles o� its east
coast earlier that day, trig-
gering alerts in neighbour-
ing South Korea and Japan.

What worries Japanese
o�cials more is Mr.
Trump’s approach as To-
kyo embarks on talks with
Washington over how

much it should pay to-
wards the cost of hosting
U.S. forces, America’s lar-
gest overseas deployment.

Japan is bracing for the
possibility that Mr. Trump
could, with little warning,
demand a sharp hike that
would be politically di�-
cult to swallow, said a se-
nior Japanese government
o�cial, requesting ano-
nymity due to the sensitivi-
ty of the matter.

Mr. Trump could also
wield upcoming U.S. mili-
tary exercises with Japan in
October as leverage, ana-
lysts say.

The drills, known as
Keen Sword, may already
be smaller than their 2024
iteration because of the di-
version of U.S. assets and
personnel to the con�ict
with Iran. That shift —
which recently saw Ameri-
ca’s only forward-deployed

aircraft carrier in Asia, the
USS George Washington,
depart for West Asia to re-
lieve the beleaguered USS
Abraham Lincoln — has
stirred concern that U.S.
deterrence against China is
being eroded.

During a visit to Asia this
month, Pentagon policy
chief Elbridge Colby said
working with allies to en-
sure combat readiness
along the so-called �rst is-
land chain that runs from
Japan through the Philip-
pines is a priority for
Washington.

Nowhere are concerns
about China’s growing mil-
itary pressure more acute
than in Taiwan, the demo-
cratically governed island
claimed by Beijing.

Mr. Trump has held up
approval of a $14 billion
package of arms sales to
Taipei in order to maintain

warm relations and a fra-
gile trade truce with Chi-
na’s Xi.

As Mr. Trump prepares
for his latest round of sum-
mitry with Mr. Xi in Wash-
ington next month, o�-
cials in Taipei say they
expect Washington will at
the very least carve up the
arms sales into smaller
chunks to try and avoid up-
setting Beijing too much.

Domingo Yang of the
Taiwan Defence Ministry’s
think tank, the Institute for
National Defence and Se-
curity Research, says there
is a distinction between
Mr. Trump’s rhetoric and
actual U.S. behaviour, not-
ing U.S. intelligence shar-
ing, training and patrols
with Taiwan remain sub-
stantial. A U.S. Navy air-
craft transited the Taiwan
Strait on Friday in a move
the United States de-

scribed as demonstrating
its “commitment to a free
and open Indo-Paci�c.”

India ‘cautious’
Mr. Trump’s latest actions
have also rocked con�-
dence in India, where the
U.S. risks squandering
years of e�orts to draw
New Delhi closer as a coun-
terweight to Russia and
China, security analysts
say. It also comes after the
Pentagon’s decision in June
to rename its Asia military
headquarters to Paci�c
Command from Indo-Pac-
i�c Command, a move
some analysts say is a sign
India is no longer as stra-
tegically important to
Washington.

The Pentagon denied
any such shift. But Mr.
Trump’s steep tari�s on In-
dian exports and repeated
claims that he had mediat-
ed an India-Pakistan cease-
�re had already exasperat-
ed New Delhi. O�cials
there are now “very, very
cautious” about commit-
ting to long-term defence
deals with Washington, ac-
cording to two Indian
sources with knowledge of
the matter.

“The latest decision on-
ly reinforces President
Trump’s transactional
view of foreign a�airs and
serves as a reminder that
di�erences over speci�c
policies, even among al-
lies, can carry costs for the
broader bilateral relation-
ship,” said Pearl Pandya,
analyst at Armed Con�ict
Location & Event Data, a
con�ict monitoring group.

Trump’s Kim gambit deepens doubts
among Asian allies over U.S. reliability

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
TOKYO/TAIPEI/NEW DELHI

Shifting strategy: A file photo of U.S. President Donald Trump with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

at the demilitarised zone in Panmunjom separating the two Koreas in June 2019. REUTERS

U.S. moves in favour of North Korea and China raise concerns about erosion of U.S. deterrence against threats they pose; it scales down South Korea

drills, puts arms sales to Taiwan on hold; Japan fears hike in cost for hosting U.S. forces, and India is ‘very, very cautious’ about defence deals with U.S.
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Rishabh Pant went past M.S. Dhoni to become the country’s highest

run-getter as a designated wicketkeeper in away or neutral Tests.

The left-hander has 2,534 compared to Dhoni’s 2,496. Pant also

overtook Adam Gilchrist to become the third-highest six-hitter in

Test cricket. He has 102 maximums while Gilchrist smashed 100.

Pant is India’s top wicketkeeper
run-getter in away Tests

RAISING THE BAR

ANI 
X

Rishabh Pant’s century partnership with Dhruv Jurel helped India

gain dominance in the second Test. Referring to his flamboyant

batting partner, Jurel said: “Test cricket has di�erent ways of

playing. Pant plays his shots and I cannot bat like him. With his

experience, he would talk about which bowler can be taken down”.

Pant plays his shots and I cannot
bat like him, feels Jurel

ONE OF A KIND

PTI
X

India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal and Sri Lanka seamer Asitha

Fernando were both fined 25% of their match fee for breaching

Level 1 of the ICC Code of Conduct during the second Test. The two

were involved in a heated exchange on Sunday. One demerit point

each has also been added to their disciplinary records.

Jaiswal and Asitha �ned for 
breaching code of conduct

PENALTY

AP 
X

I think the outcome was bigger than the performance. I think that

got the better of us. If we had just gone back to our normal

approach, which I was hoping we would, it would have been

di�erent. I take full responsibility for that — India men’s hockey

team head coach Craig Fulton after the team’s World Cup exit.

Fulton takes full responsibility for
the team’s poor performance

NOT SHYING AWAY

FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

Time seemingly paused as
Dhruv Jurel batted on 99.
With Mohammed Siraj for
company, and an anxious
Indian camp watching
from the dressing room, Ju-
rel took 13 deliveries to
move to his coveted
hundred while surviving a
run out attempt too in the
process. His knock de�at-
ed host Sri Lanka in the se-
cond Test. 

Speaking to the media
here on Monday and recall-
ing the nervous 90s phase,
Jurel said: “When I was on
99, he (Asitha Fernando)
started bowling good
lengths. When I played
that shot (for the hundred),
I thought it was going past
the �elder and that there
was a gap, but then I was
like oh, God!”

On a stop-start day due
to the rains, Jurel seemed
at ease. “I am used to it, be-
cause I was here with In-
dia-A and am aware of the
situation, about the (rain)
breaks. I was just trying to
bat in partnerships and al-
so assess the conditions.
Even if I scored a 100 to-

day, tomorrow I will go and
start from zero, that’s how
it is.”

When Sri Lanka turned
up for the �rst innings, Ju-
rel donned the big gloves. 

“Right now, (Rishabh)
Pant has a sore right shoul-
der. We are closely moni-
toring him. Today I kept
wickets, hopefully he will
be �t,” said Jurel.

Among the rivals, Jurel
lauded Asitha: “It was so
hot and he used the short
ball. It’s not easy for a bow-
ler, and he was really chal-
lenging, especially when I
was on 99.” 

Stressing that playing
red-ball cricket is impor-
tant, Jurel said: “Playing
Test cricket is a privilege.
We want to play well both
in white and in blue”.

Playing Test cricket is 
a privilege, says Jurel 
K.C. Vijaya Kumar
COLOMBO

Abid Mushtaq’s left-arm
spin bamboozled West
Zone as North secured a
64-run �rst-innings lead on
day two of the Duleep Tro-
phy quarter�nals at the
BCCI Centre of Excellence
here on Monday.

The Jammu & Kashmir
tweaker excelled with a
�ne �ve for 39 as West,
starting from 31 for two,
was bundled out for 187,
with only Shams Mulani
showing a semblance of
�ght (52, 94b, 7x4, 1x6).

And by the time a com-
bination of bad light and
rain ended proceedings,
North was 171 runs in the
green with Ayush Badoni at
the crease on a con�dent
39 (49b, 5x4), and six wick-
ets and two days
remaining.

Abid had served an ap-
petiser late on the opening
day by castling West open-
er Prithvi Shaw with a clas-
sic left-arm spinner’s deliv-
ery. In the opening session
of day two, he ran through
the middle-order, bowling
11 overs, conceding 13 runs
and claiming three
wickets.

Chief among those dis-
missals was that of captain

Ruturaj Gaikwad. The Mah-
arashtra batter stepped out
of the crease, only for the
red cherry to dip and hold
its line. Ruturaj tried to
cover for his error by o�er-
ing his pad �rst. The unim-
pressed umpire gave him
his marching orders.

Two balls later, Urvil Pa-
tel was also trapped in
front, and it was only apt
that Abid provided the �n-
ishing touches by sending
back No. 10 Tushar Desh-
pande just before tea to
complete a much deserved
�ve-wicket haul.

On the adjacent ground,
the contest between East
and North East moved at a
more frenetic pace. 

From an overnight 355
for six, East raked up 467
and then shot out its oppo-
nent for a paltry 111, with
Tripura medium-pacer Ab-
hijit Sarkar scalping �ve for
20 runs.

With two days to go and
a mammoth 349 runs in
the red, India’s newest —
and weakest — cricket zone
has a near-impossible task.

The scores: North Zone 251 &
107/4 in 21 overs vs. West Zone
187 in 65.4 overs (Shams Mulani
52, Abid Mushtaq 5/39).

East Zone 467 in 112.5 overs
(Kumar Kushagra 55, Sudip
Gharami 146, Shahbaz Ahmed
167) vs. North East Zone 111 in
42.5 overs (Abhijit Sarkar 5/20) &
7/0 in one over.

Abid’s �ve-for puts North 
on top; East in command

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Wrecker-in-chief: Abid ran through the West Zone middle-order.

ALLEN EGENUSE J. 

DULEEP TROPHY

In Jammu & Kashmir’s his-
toric Ranji Trophy triumph
in 2025-26, Abid Mushtaq
was a silent warrior. In 10
matches, he took only 20
wickets, and in the knock-
out stages, just four from
three games.

But on day two of North
Zone’s Duleep Trophy
quarter�nal versus West
Zone, the left-arm spinner
showed his real worth by
picking up his 10th First
Class �ve-wicket haul (�ve
for 39).

Guile and control
The 29-year-old was in-
deed helped by a red-soil
pitch that gripped and of-
fered su�cient turn. But
Abid also displayed su�-
cient guile and control,
without getting carried
away.

“I try to bowl within the
stumps and it’s very di�-
cult to play that,” Abid told
reporters on Monday. “My
plan is to use the crease.
Sometimes I bowl from
height, and sometimes
from the base. I believe in
[higher] speed and staying
straight.”

Abid’s methods are
straight out of the Ravindra
Jadeja playbook, and it was
for this reason that the vis-
iting Australians signed

him up as a net bowler in
2023 ahead of the Test se-
ries. But back home in the
Chenab valley of Jammu
region, he had few red-soil
wickets to practise on. 

Abid credits his im-
provement to the better in-
frastructure now available
and also to the support of
those like P. Krishna Ku-
mar, J&K’s bowling coach
for the last three years.

“There were more
green wickets,” Abid said.
“Now we have a variety of
pitches… red and black
soil. When the wicket is of
red soil, I have a lot of con-
�dence. I get goose-
bumps.” 

No wonder he made the
West Zone batters dance to
his tune. 

‘I believe in speed
and staying straight’

Abid celebrates a wicket with

Arshdeep. ALLEN EGENUSE J.

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Sukhjeet Singh put his
arms aloft in celebration af-
ter scoring a goal in the
57th minute. But it was his
side’s second to Argenti-
na’s �ve as its World Cup
run was nearing the end. It
summed up India’s day at
the Wagener Stadion on
Monday.

Twenty three years ago,
it was in this very arena,
where India scripted one
of its greatest comebacks,
overturning a 2-4 de�cit in
15 minutes to beat Pakistan
7-4 in the Champions Tro-
phy. Needing a big win to
stay alive in the men’s
World Cup, there was to be
no repeat story from the
current class as it went
down 5-3.

The defeat was India’s
third in �ve games in this
World Cup. The former
champion also let in 16
goals. Finishing last in Pool
E, India will play Belgium
for the seventh place.

India got o� to a dread-
ful start as Argentina capi-
talised on its defensive er-
rors. Inside 40 seconds, a
failed clearance allowed an
unmarked Joaquin Toscani
slot home for the �rst.

Four minutes later, inde-
cision from Yashdeep Si-
wach resulted in the defen-
der conceding a penalty
corner, which Nicolas Del-
la Torre pushed low and
hard to make it 2-0.

India found a lifeline
through Sukhjeet as he
scored with a backhand
�nish. Better control pre-
vailed in the second quar-
ter before further mistakes
proved to be India’s undo-
ing once again. Mohith
H.S. could do nothing to
stop Tomas Domene’s �er-
cely-struck reverse-hit.

Yashdeep’s day got only
worse when his backpass
was intercepted inside the
25 yards before the result-
ing shot on target struck
his foot. Domene made no

mistake from the spot to
make it 4-1. With eight mi-
nutes to go, Lucas Toscani
added a �fth.

A late resurgence saw
India reduce the margin
with another goal from
Sukhjeet before Hardik
Singh converted a penalty
stroke.

Argentina progressed to
the semi�nals after En-
gland could only manage a
2-2 draw with the Nether-
lands later in the day. The
Dutch will meet Spain in
Friday’s �rst semi�nal
while Argentina takes on
Germany the same day.

The result: Argentina 5 (Joaquin
Toscani 1, Della Torre 5-pc,
Domene 32 & 44-ps, Lucas
Toscani 52) bt India 3 (Sukhjeet 9
& 57, Hardik 60-ps).

India crashes out after
another lacklustre show

Aashin Prasad
AMSTELVEEN

Cashing in: Argentina made India pay for its defensive errors.

HOCKEY INDIA

HOCKEY WORLD CUP

T
he afternoon
turned grim, dark
clouds hung low,

skyscrapers became sil-
houettes and vanished en-
tirely from view. The rain
was that intense, cascading
in waves, just like how
Arundhati Roy wrote in
The God of Small Things:
“Slanting silver ropes
slammed into loose earth,
ploughing it up like
gun�re.”

The liquid intervention
at 2.13 p.m. lasted 23 mi-
nutes. The e�cient ground
sta� at the Sinhalese
Sports Club Ground co-
vered the entire turf in
sheets and the venue was
not ploughed. But the
showers forced a break
during the second Test’s
second day at a time when
India was coasting against
Sri Lanka.

Gradually the clouds re-
ceded, the sun emerged
and play resumed at 4.22
p.m., with India placed on
475 for eight and Dhruv Ju-
rel on 95. He took his time,
was stationary on 99 for a
while before scampering
for a single after tapping
Asitha Fernando towards
mid-o�. Later he hoisted

the seamer for a big six.
Even as Mohammed Si-

raj left and last-man Pra-
sidh Krishna appeared, Ju-
rel (115 n.o., 177b, 9x4, 2x6)
ensured that India crossed
500. Aptly Shubman Gill
declared the �rst innings at
503 for nine. 

At close, Sri Lanka was
struggling at eight for two
with Yashasvi Jaiswal’s div-
ing catch to terminate La-
hiru Udara’s stint being the
highlight.

India’s batting e�ort
rested entirely on two
wicketkeeper-batters — the
maverick Rishabh Pant
and the e�cient Jurel.

Their 112-run seventh-wick-
et partnership anchored
India past the 400-mark.
Pant (63, 89b, 6x4, 2x6) fell
o� the �rst ball after lunch,
while trying to clear long-
o� against o�-spinner
Keshara Nuwantha. Jurel,
though, remained calm.
He accumulated runs at a
steady trot even as Manav
Suthar �ickered a while be-
fore edging left-arm spin-
ner Prabath Jayasuriya. 

After Siraj walked in, Ju-
rel held onto the strike as
much as he could while the
former defended. Jurel on-
drove Asitha for four and
then the skies opened up.

Earlier, resuming at 300
for �ve, India lost Saransh
Jain as he awkwardly fend-
ed a short-pitched delivery
from Asitha. But there
were no Monday morning
blues as Pant, who had re-
tired hurt on the opening
day, returned.

Lahiru Kumara steamed
in and pitched it short
around the leg-stump. Pant
just swivelled and pulled a
massive six that hit the
roof. While Jurel remained
patient, Pant was busy.

Host skipper Dhanan-
jaya de Silva placed �elders
at �ne-leg, third-man,
backward square-leg and
sweeper-cover. Pacers, be
it Asitha or Kumara, ran in
and bounced, hoping for a
miscued hit. Pant re-
mained unru�ed, and suf-
fered a few blows too as he
ducked and weaved.

He pinched some fours
o� Nuwantha while Jurel
pulled Asitha past the
ropes. Prabath found Pant
drilling one straight down
the ground and soon the
batter reached his 50. Jurel
too followed suit and then
Pant whipped a six o� Pra-
bath over mid-wicket as In-
dia moved to 419 for six at
lunch. Pant dominated the
�rst act, and it was time for
Jurel to �ourish in the se-
cond part. He precisely did
that for his second Test
century.

The two put on 112 for the seventh wicket as India declares its �rst innings at 503 for nine; Sri Lanka tottering at eight for two in reply; only 56 overs of play possible due to interruptions

INDIA IN SRI LANKA

Jurel and Pant turn up the heat on a rain-hit day

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
COLOMBO 

Perfect mix: Jurel brought up his second Test hundred with a

blend of caution and aggression. ANI 

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS

Yashasvi Jaiswal b Asitha 45 (53b,

9x4), K.L. Rahul c Dickwella b
Kumara 18 (33b, 2x4, 1x6),
Devdutt Padikkal b Nuwantha
117 (193b, 12x4), Shubman Gill c
Dickwella b Asitha 50 (108b, 6x4),
Rishabh Pant c Udara b
Nuwantha 63 (89b, 6x4, 2x6),
Ravindra Jadeja b Asitha 43 (83b,

4x4), Dhruv Jurel (not out) 115
(177b, 9x4, 2x6), Saransh Jain c
Mishara b Asitha 6 (8b, 1x4),
Manav Suthar c Dickwella b
Prabath 18 (51b, 2x4),
Mohammed Siraj lbw b Prabath 3
(29b), Prasidh Krishna (not out) 4
(7b, 1x4); Extras (b-8, lb-3, nb-3,
w-7): 21; Total (for nine wkts.
decl. in 138 overs): 503.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-37 (Rahul, 10.4 overs), 2-66
(Jaiswal, 16.6), 3-186 (Gill, 51.5),

4-281 (Padikkal, 76.2), 5-296
(Jadeja, 84.1), 6-307 (Saransh,
86.5), 7-419 (Pant, 112.1), 8-458
(Suthar, 124.4), 9-489 (Siraj,
136.1).

SRI LANKA BOWLING

Asitha 29-5-106-4, Kumara
20-4-68-1, Prabath 42-7-132-2,
Nuwantha 38-3-154-2, Dinusha
3-0-8-0, Dhananjaya 2-0-8-0,
Mishara 4-0-16-0.

SRI LANKA — 1ST INNINGS

Lahiru Udara c Jaiswal b Prasidh
1 (6b), Kamil Mishara (batting) 5
(5b), Prabath Jayasuriya lbw b
Suthar 2 (7b); Total (for two wkts.
in three overs): 8.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-1 (Udara, 1.2), 2-8 (Prabath,
2.6).

INDIA BOWLING

Siraj 1-0-1-0, Prasidh 1-0-1-1,
Suthar 1-0-6-1.

SCOREBOARD

�
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Pratitee Bordoloi, with six points, emerged as the
sole leader in the girls’ section after round seven
of the Asian junior chess championship in
Mumbai. In open event, top seed Mayank
Chakraborty maintained his lead with six points.

Important results (seventh round): Open: Mayank
Chakraborty 6 drew with Vignesh Vemula 5.5; Artem Pingin
(Rus) 5.5 drew with Daksh Goyal 5.5; Apoorv Kamble 5 drew
with Madhvendra Sharma 5; Amannmuhammet Hommadov
(Tkm) 4.5 lost to Viresh Sharnarthi 5.5; Vivaan Sardana 4.5
drew with Imangali Akhilbay (Kaz) 4.5; Ilhan Charyyev (Tkm) 4
lost to Arshpreet Singh 5; Jaiveer Mahendru 4 lost to Ahmet
Gubatayev (Tkm) 5; V.S. Nandish 4.5 drew with Agnivo
Chakraborty 4.5; Siddhant Salunke 5 bt Guru Prakash 4.

Girls: Aadya Gowda 5 lost to Pratitee Bordoloi 6; Leyla
Shohradova (Tkm) 5.5 drew with G. Shivambika 5.5; Mariya
Kholyavko (Kaz) 5 drew with Dakshita Kumawat 5; V.C.
Nivedita 4.5 lost to Prishita Gupta 5.5; Sravyasree
Bheemarasetty 5 bt Shanmathi Sree 4; Sunetra Dey 5 bt Jahan
Rejepova (Tkm) 4; Akshaya Sathi 5 bt Anvita Sathi 4; Kasthuri
Bhai 4 lost to S. Pranavasri 5; Lala Shohradova (Tkm) 4.5 bt
Sanudula Dahamdi (Sri) 3.5; Marium Fatima 4.5 bt Mrittika
Mallick 3.5.

Pratitee emerges sole leader;
Mayank remains on top 

INBRIEF
�

Duleep Trophy: Quarterfinals, Day 3, JioHotstar, 9.30 a.m.

Sri Lanka vs India: Second Test, Day 3, Sony Sports Ten 1 &
LIV, 9.45 a.m.

Champions League (play-o�s, second-leg): Sony Sports
Ten 2, 5 & LIV, 10.15 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Wednesday)

LaLiga: FanCode, 12.30 a.m. (Wednesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

N. Sriram Balaji and Anirudh Chandrasekar won
the doubles title at the Cancun Country Open,
defeating the Mexican-Belarusian pairing of
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela and Ivan Liutarevich
6-3, 7-6(4) in the �nal. The champions earned 125
ranking points along with a $9,900 prize.

Balaji-Anirudh pair triumphs 
at Cancun Country Open

T
hree weeks ago, he
fell two points
short of lifting the

trophy at the Common-
wealth Table Tennis Cham-
pionship (CTTC) in his ho-
metown New Delhi. 

But on Sunday here,
Payas Jain didn’t let history
repeat itself. For the 21-
year-old, the time since the
CTTC has not been about
chasing results. It has been
about sticking to a process.
That process bore fruit in
emphatic fashion as Payas
outplayed reigning Nation-
al champion Manav Thak-
kar to win the season-
opening National ranking
tournament at The Sportz
Hub.

“Nothing has changed,”
Payas told The Hindu. “Be-
fore the Commonwealth
Championship, I was try-
ing to follow the process.
Even after the Common-
wealth Championship, I
was just trying to follow
the process. The Asian
Games is coming up, my
main goal is to win a medal
for India there.”

What changed, howev-
er, was the manner in
which Payas went about
his business. Against one
of the strongest defensive
players in Indian men’s ta-
ble tennis, he refused to be
hurried. He stayed in the
rallies, waited for the op-
portunity to turn, and
passed Manav with the pre-
cision that had also been
evident in his service
receiving.

Everything, he insisted,

was intentional. “Whether
it was my body language,
shot-making, strategy or
tactics. The fact that eve-
rything was intentional re-
�ected on the table. I know
how Manav plays. He
knows how I play. So, I was
prepared for everything,”
Payas said. “It was a great
match. I actually played
well and I was feeling very
con�dent.”

A member of India’s
Asian Games squad, he put

together a strong domestic
season and �nished se-
cond in the National rank-
ings. He is closing in on a
place in the world’s top
100. Payas is still awaiting
inclusion in the Sports
Authority of India’s Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
list of promising athletes.
The Asian Games medal,
though, remains the bigger
target. Sunday’s crown was
simply another step to-
wards it.

A few weeks after su�ering a heartbreak at the Commonwealth Championship, the 21-year-old

bounces back by winning the season-opening National ranking tournament

TABLE TENNIS

Nothing changed, I stuck
to my process: Payas 

Amol Karhadkar
KANPUR

Dreaming big: Payas’ next target is an Asian Games medal. FILE PHOTO: SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

The two closed-door
friendly matches against
India earlier this month of-
fered Singapore’s under-20
men’s football team a va-
luable test of where it
stands against strong
opposition.

Played at the Centre for
Sports Excellence here, the
games were part of prepa-
rations for the AFC U20
Asian Cup China 2027
quali�ers. India won the
encounters 3-0 and 1-0.

For Singapore head
coach Syed Azmir, howev-
er, the results were secon-
dary to the lessons his
players could take from the
outings.

“We wanted to test the
players against strong op-
position, see how well they
could execute our princi-
ples under pressure and
assess di�erent combina-
tions within the team. It
was also important to give
the players international
match exposure and deve-
lop their understanding of
the intensity, discipline
and decision-making re-
quired at this level,” Azmir
said.

“Ultimately, the results
are important, but our big-
ger focus was on the per-
formance, learning from
each game and making
sure we leave India better
prepared than when we
arrived.”

Intensity
Azmir was impressed by
India’s performance, par-
ticularly the intensity and
physicality with which the
home side approached
both matches.

“What impressed me
most about the India un-
der-20 side was their inten-
sity and physicality. They
were aggressive in their ap-
proach, competed very
well in their duels and
were able to maintain that
intensity throughout both
matches. They were also
well organised and disci-
plined in the way they
played,” he said.

“You could see that they
have been together for
some time and are prepar-
ing seriously for their AFC
quali�ers. For our players,
it was exactly the type of
opposition we wanted.
They punished our mis-
takes and forced us to
make decisions quicker,
which gave us a very good
reference of the level we
need to reach,” he added.

Singapore u-20 coach
impressed with his
team’s India outing

FOOTBALL

Sports Bureau
BENGALURU

The Sports Ministry is �rm
on sticking to the selection
criteria for the Asian
Games and not giving in to
external pressure in clear-
ing names that do not
make the cut.

The government recent-
ly cleared a 492-member
list for the upcoming edi-
tion in Aichi-Nagoya, leav-
ing out the football and
handball teams and ex-
cluding several former me-
dallists, leading to protests.

“There is a lot of pres-
sure from all quarters to in-

clude many sportspersons.
Many parents call up to say
their child deserved a
chance but was not select-
ed. But our contention is, if
someone merits selection
on the basis of the govern-
ment criteria, he/she will
not be ignored but we can-
not simply clear names,”
ministry sources said on
Monday.

“For example, if the
Asian timing is 10 seconds
to be even a contender in
in 100m, how can we send
someone clocking 15s?”
they added. The ministry's
criteria mandate a top-six
in individual and top-eight

placing in team sports in
the previous edition with
the government having the
�nal say.

There has been a protest
over the pruned tennis list,
which has seven players in-
cluding two women and
has left out the likes of top-
ranked Sahaja Yamalapalli,
with former star Rohan Bo-
panna raising questions.
Earlier, paddler Manika Ba-
tra had also slammed her
exclusion by the federation
while rider Anush Agarwal-
la, individual and team me-
dallist in 2023, went to
court but was not granted
relief.

Meanwhile, a nation-
wide programme will be
organised on August 27 as
part of the National Sports
Day, celebrated on August
29 to mark the birth anni-
versary of Major Dhyan
Chand.

Itwill have leading ath-
letes including Manika,
Deepa Karmakar, Saina
Nehwal, Gagan Narang and
P.R. Sreejesh among others
sharing their journey, chal-
lenges and sporting expe-
riences with youngsters
across more than 1500 lo-
cations including IITs, IIMs
and other leading educa-
tional institutions.

Sports Ministry �rm on sticking to
selection guidelines for Asian Games
Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

The third edition of the
Global Chess League (GCL)
in Mumbai last year proved
a big hit with the fans, who
were able to engage with
their favourite stars at the
Royal Opera House. The
fourth season of the
league, which opens at
Bengaluru on September
5, will provide even bigger
opportunities for them, ac-
cording to Gourav Rakshit,
the GCL Commissioner.

“After Mumbai, we have
a sense of what the Indian
fan expects from the GCL,
and we are looking for-
ward to making it even big-
ger and better at Bengalu-
ru,” Rakshit told The Hindu

over the phone. “I think
our broadcast also worked
extremely well, and the
fans at the venue could lis-
ten to the commentary of
the games through head-
sets. That novelty was wel-
comed by the fans. One of
the missions of GCL is to
build a fanbase of chess.”

He said they could look
forward to spending more
time with the players at
Bengaluru. “At the special
sections inside the fan
zone now, where players
can come and actually in-
teract with the fans,” he
said. “The team owners
too can interact with the
fans, who will get a chance
to experience a close con-

nection with all the
players.”

Rakshit said the GCL
was developing an app that
would give plenty to the
chess fans. “Most of our
fans are also chess
players,” he said. “Now this
time we have got an app
where the fans can actually
play along with the Grand-
master. The idea is that
they could do their moves
before the GMs. And they
will get to actually see the
live positions that are on
the board. We are excited
that we will give the fans at
home also a di�erent op-
portunity to experience
GCL, not just on the
stream, but in action, live
inside the app”.

One of the missions
of GCL is to build a
fanbase: Rakshit

GCL commissioner Rakshit.

CHESS 

P.K. Ajith Kumar

This time we have got an
app where the fans can
actually play along with
the GM. The idea is that
they could do their
moves before the GMs

Indian Grandmaster R.
Praggnanandhaa defeated
Vincent Keymer of Germa-
ny in the second classical
game to take a 9-3 lead and
take a big step towards to
qualifying for the �nals of
the concluding event of
Grand Chess Tour.

With both players run-
ning out of time, Keymer
found a way to continue
but it was in the second
time control that the In-
dian GM cashed in with the
German resigning on the
55th move.

The victory meant that
Praggnanandhaa is six
points away from making it
to the �nal of the $450000
tournament.

There will be two more

rapid games in which the
winner gets four points
and four blitz games that
give two points for a win. 

In the other semi�nal,
Fabiano Caruana of United
States let slip a winning po-
sition against compatriot
Wesley So. Caruana called
the shots from the start
and showcased his brilliant
preparation that led to a
huge advantage subse-
quently. However, So’s
�ghting qualities helped
him salvage a draw.

The top three from here
will get a direct invite to
next year’s Grand Chess
Tour and this event’s win-
ner will receive $200000.
The runner-up will earn
$125000 and third-placed
player will get $75000.

The results: semifinal:

classical second game: R.
Praggnanandhaa bt Vincent
Keymer (Ger); Fabiano Caruana
(USA) drew with Wesley So (USA).

Praggnanandhaa beats
Keymer, takes the lead 

Precision play: Praggnanandhaa came up trumps in a crucial

game. FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

GCT GRAND FINAL 

Press Trust of India
ST. LOUIS (USA)

Defending champion Bar-
celona cruised to a 5-0 win
over Elche in its LaLiga
opener on Sunday, with
Raphinha and Fermin Lo-
pez scoring a brace each
and Anthony Gordon set-
ting up two goals on his
debut.

Karim Adeyemi also
found the net on his debut
as Barcelona made light
work of a vulnerable Elche
side at the Martinez Valero
stadium. 

Manager Hansi Flick had
several regular starters on
the bench as they continue
to get up to speed after
competing in the World
Cup.

Lamine Yamal, a key
part of the triumphant
Spain squad, did start on
the right but was far from
his best. It, however, did
not matter given Barcelo-
na’s otherwise sparkling
display.

Flick pleased
“Five goals against this
team is good because
Elche plays fantastic foot-
ball,” said Flick.

“We are really happy

that we won 5-0, three
points. This is a fantastic
start for us. It gives us the
con�dence which we need
for the next matches,” ad-
ded the chief coach.

Brazil international Ra-
phinha lined up as the
team’s No. 9 — after Robert
Lewandowski and Ferran
Torres left the club — and
shone.

Flick’s high-line defence
showed the occasional sign
of its frailty but goalkeeper
Joan Garcia did well when
called on to keep a clean
sheet.

Meanwhile, Ruben

Amorim made a winning
start to life in Serie A as his
AC Milan side opened its
league campaign with a 2-1
victory at Torino. 

“The most important
thing is to win,” Amorim
told DAZN. “There is one
goal in football, winning.”

The results: 

LaLiga: Elche 0 lost to Barcelona
5 (Raphinha 14-pen, 67, Adeyemi
45+3, Lopez 71, 79).

Serie A: Torino 1 (Adams 90+3)
lost to AC Milan 2 (Cisse 64,
Rabiot 67); Frosinone 0 lost to
Juventus 1 (Bremer 22). 

Atalanta 2 (Raspadori 6, Krstovic
65) bt Sassuolo 1 (Odenthal 55).

Raphinha, Lopez score a brace
each as Barca trounces Elche

Flying start: Raphinha could not have asked for a better beginning

to the league season. AP

EURO LEAGUES

Agencies
ELCHE

Skipper Pat Cummins said
he “can’t wait” to play in
Australia’s �rst Test series
in South Africa since the in-
famous “Sandpapergate”
a�air and he intends to use
one-day games beforehand
to prepare.

The next assignment for
Australia is three ODIs in
Zimbabwe and another
three in South Africa in late
September.

Then it plays Tests in
Durban, Gqeberha and
Cape Town in October.

Cummins indicated he
could miss the Zimbabwe
leg, but would make him-
self available for some of
the South Africa white-ball
games.

Cummins
excited about
Tests against
South Africa

Agence France-Presse
MACKAY

Cummins. AP

England pacer Brydon Carse was dropped on
Monday for the second Test against Pakistan
following the latest o�-�eld incident to a�ect the
national team. Images on social media showed
Carse in police handcu�s outside a nightclub in
Derby on Saturday night, following a game with
his club side Durham. The ECB said Carse will be
replaced in the squad by Sonny Baker for the
second Test, which starts on Thursday.
“Following a referral from ECB, the Cricket
Regulator have con�rmed that they will
investigate the events,” the ECB said on Monday.

England drops pacer Carse
for second Test 

Lando Norris said that he
doesn’t yet have a car cap-
able of vying for the For-
mula One title despite
back-to-back Grand Prix
wins. But he added that he
could “win every race” re-
maining this season if
McLaren manages to solve
its biggest vulnerability.

“I know I’ve just won
two races in a row and had

two poles in a row, but at
the minute, I don’t have
the car I need to �ght for a
championship,” Norris
said after the Dutch GP.
“We’re very, very strong in
high-speed (corners), and
that’s the place we’ve im-
proved the car the most ...
No one matches us in high
speed, and that’s a good
thing,” Norris said. He also
urged McLaren not to get
“complacent” and to focus
on improving the car. 

‘I don’t have the car 
to �ght for the title’ 
Associated Press
ZANDVOORT
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W
ith the hallowed
Headingley
Cricket Ground
serving as a

backdrop, England’s Test team
ushered in a new era last week. It
was brought upon the Englishmen after
Ben Stokes’ retirement at the end of a
chaos-ridden series defeat to New
Zealand in June. Brendon McCullum also
had to relinquish his role as Test coach in
the aftermath, curtailing his authority to
just the white-ball set-up. Joe Root,
certainly older and hopefully wiser to the
perils of captaincy after his �rst stint, is
back in the hot seat for a second time.
The 35-year-old will have another Kiwi
coach, Stephen Fleming, by his side when
England embarks on a tour of South
Africa for three Tests over the winter.

If Root & Co. intended to start with a
clean slate and not let the previous
regime’s ideological inclinations linger,
there were encouraging signs against
Pakistan in Leeds. The result — victory by
an innings and 103 runs inside three days
— was just as the doctor ordered for
England, but the willingness to change
tack was most apparent in how Harry
Brook went about his business during his
two hours and 22 minutes at the crease.

At a venue he knows like the back of
his hand, Brook
simply batted,
without resorting to
any of the gimmicks
that entertain and
exasperate onlookers
in equal measure. Not
once did he dance
down the track to
wallop the ball over
extra cover. The
shu�e across the
stumps for the scoop
to �ne-leg, another
trademark of the
Yorkshireman, was
also concealed.

Yet, the 27-year-old raced to 91 o� 93
deliveries before walking o� to a rousing
ovation from his home crowd. Even his
dismissal was unusually soft — bowled by
left-arm spinner Ali Usman while looking
to nudge the ball square on the leg-side.

It raises a pertinent question: was
Brook’s very �rst innings in the
post-Bazball era a pointer to the tweak in
approach that Root and Fleming desire
from him?

It may appear absurd to quibble about
a method that has only yielded
outstanding results so far. A bit like
nitpicking the song-writing structure of
the Beatles. After all, Brook averages
53.63 after 39 Tests. He is one of only
three batters since the start of 2020 to
average more than 50 in this format. He is
currently No. 1 in the International Cricket
Council’s rankings for Test batters.

More to o�er
If there is a sense then that he still isn’t
optimising his ability to the fullest, it is a
testament to his supremely high ceiling as
a batter. Such was his incandescent start
to life at the highest level that he was
actually averaging a remarkable 61.62
after his �rst 23 Tests. Granted that it is
natural for the average to plateau as one
plays more Tests, but Brook could have
sustained that initial surge if only he had
applied himself more. Too often in his
Test career, the middle-order dasher,
driven by an impetuous streak to unleash

his eclectic range of shots, has succumbed
to his impulsiveness. It has been the
di�erence between victory and defeat on
some occasions.

The most glaring example came against
India at The Oval a year ago. Chasing 374
in the �fth and �nal Test of a series that
had oscillated like a pendulum all
through, Brook hammered the Indian
attack with nonchalance to take England
to the cusp of a storied win. With another
73 runs required and seven wickets in
hand, however, Brook committed the
schoolboy blunder of assuming that the
contest was done and dusted. Instead of
aiming to stay through to the end, he
swung wildly at a length ball by Akash
Deep and holed out at mid-o� after a
sublime 111 o� 98 deliveries. Mohammed
Siraj & Co. sensed the narrowest of
openings, and seized the initiative to
clinch an epic six-run win and level the
series 2-2.

If not for that error in judgment,
England may have entered the Ashes later
in the year with greater impetus and
avoided a 1-4 rout. As it turned out, the
legacy of Stokes and McCullum as captain
and coach was tarnished by the end by
their inability to win a series against
either India or Australia.

Another nadir in Brook’s collection of
forgettable dismissals came in the �nal
Test of the last series against New Zealand
at Trent Bridge. With Stokes, whose
retirement became public midway
through the fourth day’s play, promoting
himself to open in the fourth innings and
bowing out with a burst of attacking shots
in pursuit of a target of 373, Brook
decided to follow his captain’s command
without hesitation.

He produced a frenetic and frankly
bewildering 9-ball 21, and was caught at
�ne-leg while trying to loft Zak Foulkes
into the stands. The hysterical reaction of
the New Zealanders — the stump mic
picked up Rachin Ravindra chuckling as
he muttered, ‘what are they doing?’ —
summed up the imprudence of the
stroke.

During the Test against Pakistan, Stuart
Broad, who has turned into a shrewd
commentator after a stellar playing
career, delved into the conundrum facing
Brook.

“He can play in any way that his
captain and coach require for the team.
McCullum and Stokes wanted him to play
in a certain style, and that did play into
his strengths. But if we look for
improvements in Brook, I feel he could
average 60 in Tests. England needs him to
get the team over the line in big games. If
he had got the job done against India, the
narrative would have been di�erent for
England going into the Ashes,” Broad
commented on Sky Sports Cricket.

“If he can get through little periods and
win those moments, he can be averaging
closer to 60. Averages won’t matter to
him, but it is more about being the guy
who wins Test matches at important
times. There are some instances when he
hasn’t done that. Because he is so
talented, we expect much more from
him,” the former fast bowler continued.

Brook’s knock against Pakistan may be
a sign that he is coming of age. The
relatively measured tempo may have also
had to do with the sheer incompetence of
the Pakistan attack, for he knew that he
did not have to manufacture
boundary-scoring opportunities when a
rank bad ball was on o�er in every over.
Even then, it is a step in the right
direction for Brook to have had that
situational awareness.

The trigger
When he has displayed daredevilry on

previous occasions, he has done so to
usually counter either a tricky surface or a
formidable bowling attack that has homed
in on a sti�ing channel. 

While there is some cricketing logic to
such an outlook, there is a �ne line
between being proactive and plain
foolish. In Brook’s case, he has tended to
veer towards the latter.

The recklessness has extended beyond
the �eld too. Think of the nightclub
incident in Wellington on the eve of an
ODI against New Zealand last October,
when Brook was at the centre of an
altercation with a bouncer. It was far
from adhering to the standards of
professionalism expected of an elite
cricketer in the 2020s, not least because
he was also white-ball captain.

Even if the top honchos of the England
& Wales Cricket Board (ECB) don’t
concede, it would have had a bearing on
the decision to not let Brook take charge
of the Test team at this point. It may be
to England’s detriment, for he has shown
a �air for leadership in helping the ODI
and T20I teams regain their mojo under
his watch. He led the two-time champion
to the semi�nals of the T20 World Cup in
March, and also spearheaded T20I and
ODI series wins against India at home in
July.

“Harry makes a really good captain.
He has a good presence and a very good
cricket brain. I personally would have
preferred England going with Brook as
Test captain. It would have been a
forward-looking step. 

There is obviously the issue of what
Harry has done o� the �eld,” former
England skipper Nasser Hussain
observed in the discussion with Broad.
Some of Brook’s indiscretions shouldn’t
give the impression that he doesn’t quite
care. If that was the case, he wouldn’t
have pulled out of the IPL in 2025 and
invited a two-year ban from the T20
league because he wanted to
wholeheartedly focus on his
commitments with England. “It is a really
important time for England cricket, and I
want to fully commit to preparing for the
upcoming series. In order to do this, I
need time to recharge after the busiest
period in my career to date,” Brook said
at the time of his decision.

Now, the time is ripe for Brook,
approaching the prime of his career, to
show that his template last week wasn’t a
one-o�. If he can buckle down and
become ruthless, England’s new era
under Root and Fleming can strive to
accomplish series wins against elite
opponents. Something that Bazball never
managed.

THE GIST
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Brook’s knock against Pakistan
may be a sign that he is coming
of age. The relatively measured
tempo may have also had to
do with the sheer
incompetence of the Pakistan
attack, for he knew that he did
not have to manufacture
boundary-scoring
opportunities when a rank bad
ball was on o�er in every over

�

Too often in his Test career, the
middle-order dasher, driven by
an impetuous streak to
unleash his eclectic range of
shots, has succumbed to his
impulsiveness. It has been the
di�erence between victory and
defeat on some occasions

Vivek Krishnan

A IN-XCM
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In the post-Bazball era,

can Brook
go from reckless 

to ruthless?
The England star averages 53.63 after 39 Tests

and is No. 1 in the ICC Test rankings, but too often

during the regime of Stokes and McCullum as

captain and coach, he was prone to rash

dismissals. With the steely pair of Root and

Fleming taking charge in a bid to revive the

fortunes of the Test team, the onus is on the

middle-order batter to control his impetuosity

and boost his average even further

Some of Brook’s
indiscretions shouldn’t
give the impression that
he doesn’t quite care. If
that was the case, he
wouldn’t have pulled out
of the IPL in 2025 and
invited a two-year ban
from the T20 league
because he wanted to
focus on his commitments
with England 

At Headingley, a venue he knows
like the back of his hand, Brook
simply batted without resorting
to any of the gimmicks that
entertain and exasperate
onlookers in equal measure. 
Not once did he dance down 
the track to wallop the ball 
over extra cover
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