
A IN-XCM
YK

NEET-UG PAPER LEAK

‘Questions leaked
through notes, chats’ 
NEWS » PAGE 3

RECURRING SERIES

3 killed, over 20 hurt in
Sri Lanka jail clashes
WORLD » PAGE 12

FANTASTIC FEAT

Praggnanandhaa wins
St. Louis tournament
SPORT » PAGE 14

ROAD TO GOLD

The golden girls
of Haryana 
The journey of four
Commonwealth gold
medallists from Bhiwani 

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

MONSOON SESSION

Opposition
wants FCRA Bill
scrapped or
referred to JPC

NEWS » PAGE 3

INSIDE
�

P
akistan, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Turkiye on
Friday signed a

joint defence agreement in
Mecca committing “collec-
tive defence” and “collec-
tive deterrence”, at a time
when Saudi Arabia is un-
der attack from Yemen’s
Houthis and West Asia re-
mains engulfed in the on-
going war against Iran.

The three countries, an
oil-rich Persian Gulf king-
dom, a South Asian nu-
clear power and a NATO
member, said the pact was
aimed at strengthening
“collective deterrence”
and declared that an
armed attack against any
one of them would be
treated as an attack against
them all.

The agreement was
signed at the Mecca Al-Mu-
karramah Summit for Joint
Defence, attended by Sau-

di Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Salman, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
and Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif.

According to a joint an-
nouncement issued by the
Pakistani Foreign Ministry,
the leaders, who met at Al-
Safa Palace in Mecca after
an invitation from Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman bin
Abdulaziz, reviewed bilat-
eral ties among the three
countries as well as a range
of regional issues before
signing what was de-
scribed as the Mecca Joint
Defence Agreement.

It added that the pact re-
�ected their commitment
to strengthening collective
security while promoting
“peace, security, and sta-
bility in the region and
beyond, in pursuit of a se-
cure and prosperous
future.”

A Turkish government

source said the agreement
is “a defence-oriented
partnership” that does not
target any country. “It
seeks to strengthen com-
mitments to preserving re-
gional and global peace,
stability and prosperity
through burden-sharing
and collective security,”

the o�cial added.
The agreement was

signed as West Asia grap-
ples with a months-long se-
curity crisis involving mul-
tiple actors. The war the
U.S. and Israel launched
against Iran on February
28 remains unresolved. Ov-
er the past �ve months, all

Arab Gulf countries came
under repeated attacks
from Iran. 

Last month, after an at-
tack on an airport in Ye-
men, the country’s Iran-
aligned Houthis (Ansar Al-
lah) launched attacks on
Saudi oil facilities and im-
posed a maritime blockade

on the kingdom’s Red Sea
ports.

Practical scope
In September 2025, weeks
after Israel carried out an
attack on Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and Pakistan signed a
Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement, committing
themselves to treat any act
of aggression against one
as an act against both.
Since then, Pakistan has
clashed several times with
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan,
while Saudi Arabia has
come under repeated at-
tacks from Iran and the
Houthis. But neither coun-
try has intervened militari-
ly on behalf of the other,
raising questions about the
practical scope of such mu-
tual defence
commitments.

According to the joint
statement, the trilateral
Mecca agreement provides
for “the enhancement of

all aspects of defence
cooperation among the
three States,” suggesting
closer military coordina-
tion and broader security
collaboration.

The participation of
Turkiye and Pakistan also
underscores the growing
strategic alignment among
the three Muslim-majority
countries. Turkiye has
sought a more prominent
security role across the
wider West Asia, while Pa-
kistan, a nuclear-armed
country, has sought to play
a bigger role in the region
in recent years, both as a
security partner and as a
mediator (between Iran
and the U.S.). In Iran, Ebra-
him Rezaei, a member of
the Iranian Parliament’s
National Security and Fo-
reign Policy Commission,
criticised the deal on X,
saying it would not bring
security to Saudi Arabia.
(With inputs from AP)

Pak., Saudi Arabia, Turkiye ink defence deal

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and Pakistan PM

Shehbaz Sharif pose after signing a trilateral defence agreement in Mecca on Friday. REUTERS

Stanly Johny

The agreement pledges ‘collective response’

to armed aggression against any member

Deal will strengthen security, promote ‘peace

and stability in region’, says joint statement
Pact is ‘a defence-oriented partnership’ that

does not target any country: Turkish govt.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to examine if
the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023, can be used to crip-
ple the Right to Informa-
tion Act by classifying all
data as “personal” and,
separately, gag investiga-
tive journalists.

“The earlier law (RTI
Act, 2005) gave certain ac-
cess with conditions. Here
(2023 Act), there is an en
bloc embargo. Is this latter
law repugnant to the ear-
lier law? This has to be
looked into with extreme
circumspection. After all,
both are Central laws.
There is a need to harmo-
nise these two,” Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi remarked.

Di�erent domain
He said the RTI law operat-
ed on a “much larger do-
main” than the DPDP Act.
It covered all forms of data,
while the DPDP law was
only concerned with data
in a digital form. The court
said this even though ack-
nowledging that the data
was now overwhelmingly
in the digital format.

The judge said the court
would examine if this res-
trictive or “cautionary ap-
proach” to sharing data un-
der the DPDP Act worked
to repeal earlier transpa-
rency laws.

The court was hearing
multiple petitions chal-
lenging provisions of the
DPDP Act, primarily Sec-
tion 44(3), which had
amended the RTI Act to fa-
cilitate public authorities
to blankly refuse informa-
tion on the ground that the
details sought were of a
“personal” nature. The pe-
titioners submitted that
the provision has turned
the fundamental right to
privacy on its head. The
right, meant to protect or-
dinary citizens against

State incursion, has been
extended to protect the
State and public function-
aries from RTI disclosures.

They have argued that
Section 44(3) of the DPDP
Act has amended Section
8(1)(j) of the RTI Act. Origi-
nally, the RTI provision
had exempted authorities
from disclosing personal
information to an appli-
cant if the details sought
had no relationship to any
public activity or if disclo-
sure would amount to un-
warranted invasion of pri-
vacy. 

Even then, the govern-
ment had to disclose if pu-
blic interest outweighed
privacy. 

One of the petitioners
pointed out that the 2023
Act threatened to have a
grave impact on investiga-
tive journalism.

“The Act was not grant-
ing an exemption to jour-
nalists. If a journalist is re-
porting, they would have
to seek the consent of the
data principal. If the data
principal wants to erase
the data, they can do it.
This has a direct e�ect on
investigative journalism,”
the counsel submitted. The
court said journalists can-
not be considered a “spe-
cial category” with unre-
served access to data.

Is data protection law
crippling RTI, asks SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Quantum quest

Curious minds: Visitors explore installations at ‘QUANTUM’, the latest exhibition season launched at the Science Gallery Bengaluru on

Friday. J. ALLEN EGENUSE
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Posts by political leaders,
parties, Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) members, and
ordinary protesters have
started disappearing from
Instagram at a rapid pace,
following tense meetings
between the company’s
leadership and the Union
government. The Indian
Youth Congress, Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) convener
Arvind Kejriwal, CJP spo-
kesperson Saurav Das, and
the news portal Scroll are
among those whose posts
have been blocked in In-
dia.

Meta ramps
up censorship
of protest,
political reels

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI
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A student opened �re at a
high school outside Bang-
kok on Friday, killing at
least �ve persons and
wounding more than 20,
according to authorities.
He also appeared to have
killed his two grandpa-
rents earlier in the morn-
ing, authorities said.

The 14-year-old shooter
took his own life at the
school, o�cials said. Five
school sta� members, in-
cluding teachers and admi-
nistrators, died in the
shooting around 10 a.m. at
Debsirin Nonthaburi
School in Nonthaburi Pro-
vince northwest of Bang-
kok, Deputy Interior Minis-
ter Polapee Suwunchwee
said. 

The boy also killed his
grandparents at the home
he shared with them prior
to the school shooting, Mr.

Polapee said. Bangyai Hos-
pital, about 5 km from the
school, said 23 people
were wounded, of whom
10 were in critical condi-
tion. 

A witness said students
hid inside a classroom
while they heard gunshots
from another building be-
fore police o�cers
knocked on the door and
cleared a way for them to
leave the building.

Amporn Niamfuang,
who owns a restaurant 50
metres from the school,
said there was the sound of
a single gunshot and then a
pause. “And then there
were multiple continuous
shots,” he said.

Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, speaking af-
ter touring the school, con-
�rmed reports that the
shooter was 14 and had
killed himself. He said the
student had shown signs of
stress connected to school.

The gun, described by
police as small and com-
pact, was legally registered
to his grandfather, he said.

Classes suspended
About an hour after the
shooting, people stood
outside comforting one
another as police and �rst
responders walked around
the co-educational state
school, which has an enrol-

ment of about 3,000 stu-
dents ranging from 12 to 18
years old.

All classes will be sus-
pended between August 10
and August 14, and school
sta� have been instructed
to work from home during
that time, the school said.

After the shooting, pol-
ice went to his home and
found both grandparents
dead of apparent gunshot

wounds, regional police
Commander Wattana Yee-
jeen said.

The student appeared
to have shot them before
attending school as nor-
mal. He waited until class-
es started and began shoot-
ing inside his classroom
before walking out and �r-
ing more shots, Police spo-
kesperson Trairong Piw-
pan said. Several family
members, including his
uncle and sisters of the
grandfather, who were at
the family home while pol-
ice investigated, said he
usually kept to himself and
was a good student.

The family members
said they were unaware of
any troubles he faced at
home or school.

Thailand has one of the
highest rates of gun owner-
ship in Asia, second only to
Pakistan and far surpass-
ing its Southeast Asian
neighbours.

Associated Press
NONTHABURI

14-year-old Thai student guns down seven people

Dark day: People gather outside the site of a shooting incident 

in Bang Kruai district in Bangkok, Thailand, on Friday. REUTERS

SC to decide on
T.N.’s quota for
Muslim converts

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday

agreed to give judgment on a

Tamil Nadu appeal seeking

confirmation of the State’s

power to frame policy on

quota to backward classes,

most backward classes,

denotified communities and

Scheduled Castes who convert

to Islam. » PAGE 3

Jharkhand govt.
holds talks with
restive students

PATNA

A delegation of the Jharkhand

government on Friday held

talks in Ranchi with student

protesters demanding an

inquiry by the Central Bureau

of Investigation (CBI) for

alleged irregularities in

competitive exams for

government jobs. » PAGE 5

Rahul says Cong.
will take up issue
of ethanol in fuel

NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposition

in the Lok Sabha, Rahul

Gandhi, on Friday stepped up

his attack on the Modi

government over the blending

of ethanol in petrol, alleging

that E20 fuel was “stealing”

from people. He said the

Congress would take up the

issue “in a big way”. » PAGE 4

Akali Dal chief ’s
meet with PM
fuels tie-up talk

NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH

With Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)

president Sukhbir Singh Badal

meeting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Friday,

speculation about a possibility

of an alliance with the BJP has

once again taken centre stage

ahead of the 2027 Punjab

Assembly polls. » PAGE 4

Maggi row: Delhi
HC quashes case
on lead content 

NEW DELHI

More than a decade after the

row over alleged excessive lead

content in Maggi, the Delhi

High Court has quashed

criminal proceedings against

Nestlé India o�icials and

distributors, noting that

subsequent scientific testing

found the product’s lead

content to be within the

permissible limit. » PAGE 2
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Three years after his 17-
year-old son allegedly died
following ragging at Jadav-
pur University’s ( JU) main
hostel, the victim’s father
continues to wait for jus-
tice, with trial hearings re-
peatedly postponed and
several people named in
the university’s internal in-
quiry yet to face action.

The young student fell
from the second-�oor bal-
cony of the university’s
main hostel, located be-
side the Jadavpur Police
Station, on August 9, 2023.
He had allegedly faced rag-
ging, harassment and men-
tal torture at the hands of
other hostel boarders, in-
cluding former and then
current university
students.

The chargesheet was

�led in October 2023, and
the trial began in March
2024. However, speaking
to The Hindu, the victim’s
father said that justice has
continued to elude him
even after continued visits
to the court and police
station.

He said that no one
turns up for the hearings,
which are now under way
at the Protection of Chil-

dren from Sexual O�ences
court in Kolkata, and the
dates are postponed each
time. “I am completely
alone, poor and powerless.
Why should I have to bear
the burden of losing my
child when the people who
abused him and caused his
death are roaming about
freely?” the father asked.

So far, the Kolkata police
have arrested 12 people in
connection with the case.
However, the victim’s fath-
er said that the internal in-
quiry conducted by the un-
iversity had identi�ed
several other accused per-
sons in connection with
the incident.

“What happened to all
these people who were
named in JU’s own internal
investigation? Why have
they not been brought to
justice?” the victim’s father
said.

JU ragging death: after 3 years 
of court dates and police station 
visits, father still awaits justice 
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Students protesting against

ragging at Jadavpur University.

FILE PHOTO

Union Home Minister Amit Shah is likely to hold
a meeting with Tipra Motha Party (TMP) founder
Pradyot Kishore Debbarma and Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha in New Delhi on Saturday to
stitch an alliance for the upcoming village
committee (VC) polls in the tribal council area of
the northeastern State, a party leader said.
Elections to 587 VCs will be held in the �rst half
of next month. “Mr. Debbarma and party general
secretary Brishaketu Debbarma are scheduled to
visit Delhi during the day for the meeting. BJP’s
Northeast coordinator Sambit Patra is also
expected to remain present,” TMP MLA Ranjit
Debbarma said. PTI

Shah likely to hold meeting
with TMP chief over alliance 

INBRIEF
�

Three men were paraded with bundles of barbed
wire around their necks as locals kicked,
punched and beat them with slippers over
suspicion of theft in Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district, police said on Friday. A
video of the assault has gone viral on social
media. It shows a group of people, including
security guards of the State-run Western
Coal�elds Limited (WCL), targeting the men over
cable theft in the Iklehra township, police said.
Police inspector Khemchand Patel said action
will also be taken against those who assaulted the
youths. PTI

3 paraded with barbed wire
around their necks in M.P.

T
amil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister C. Joseph Vi-
jay on Friday said it

was his idea to visit Benga-
luru to hold talks with the
Karnataka government on
the issue of sharing Cauv-
ery water. 

“When even enemy
countries hold talks to re-
solve disputes, there is
nothing wrong with neigh-
bouring States holding dis-
cussions,” Mr. Vijay said,
while replying to a special
calling attention motion in
the Legislative Assembly
on the Cauvery water-shar-
ing issue and the proposed
Mekedatu dam.

‘Worth an attempt’
Making it clear that his go-
vernment remained �rm in
pursuing legal remedies,
the Chief Minister said he
had nevertheless felt it was
worth making an attempt
to visit Bengaluru.

“I thought about it and
sought to do it. There were
many views and opinions
on my proposed visit to

Bengaluru. I saw it as a pos-
itive step towards resolving
the problem. Even if I had
to face humiliation in that
attempt, I was prepared to
do so for the sake of the pe-
ople of Tamil Nadu. I thank
everyone who expressed
their a�ection and sup-
port,” he said.

Mr. Vijay said the Cauv-
ery was the State’s lifeline
and an emotional issue,
and asserted that his go-
vernment did not have
“even an iota of intention”
to politicise it.

Recalling the unani-
mous Assembly resolution
opposing the Mekedatu
project, and its subsequent
transmission to the Prime

Minister, he said the go-
vernment had not stopped
with that.

“When we learnt the Un-
ion Minister of State for Jal
Shakti had not presented
the full facts regarding the
Mekedatu issue, we wrote
to the Prime Minister
again, quoting relevant
portions of the �nal order
of the Cauvery Water Dis-
putes Tribunal and the Su-
preme Court judgment. We
urged him not to grant ad-
ministrative or any other
approval to Karnataka for
the construction of the
dam,” he said.

The Chief Minister as-
serted that his government
would never compromise

on Tamil Nadu’s rights in
relation to the sharing of
Cauvery water or the con-
struction of the Mekedatu
dam. “That is our stand,”
he said.

Referring to the Assemb-
ly debate in 1969 on Karna-
taka’s decision to construct
dams across the Cauvery,
Mr. Vijay asked, “Who was
the Water Resources Minis-
ter then? I do not indulge in
cheap politics by asking
who permitted Karnataka
to construct those dams.
That is not our objective,
because the Cauvery issue
must be handled with ut-
most care.” 

He also recalled the re-
marks of the then Leader of
the Opposition, P.G. Ka-
ruthiruman, who had said:
“We should not worry
about which party gets the
credit. This is a problem
concerning the people of
Tamil Nadu.” Mr. Vijay said
the Assembly had then de-
bated the need for the two
States and the Centre to
hold discussions on the is-
sue. “The situation, howev-
er, changed completely la-
ter,” he said.

Cauvery row: when enemy 
countries can hold talks, 
why not States, says Vijay

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay during the State

Legislative Assembly session in Chennai on Friday. PTI 

T.N. CM makes his stand clear, says his government is �rm in pursuing legal remedies and will

never compromise on State’s rights on sharing of Cauvery water or Mekedatu dam construction

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

More than a decade after
the controversy over al-
leged excessive lead con-
tent in Maggi, the Delhi
High Court has quashed
criminal proceedings
against Nestlé India o�-
cials and distributors, not-
ing that subsequent scien-
ti�c testing found the
product’s lead content to
be within the permissible
limit.

Justice Madhu Jain, in a
judgment pronounced on
Thursday, said continuing
the prosecutions would
amount to an abuse of the
process of law as the very
scienti�c foundation of the
cases had substantially
eroded following fresh
tests conducted by the
Central Food Technologi-
cal Research Institute
(CFTRI) under the Su-
preme Court’s supervision.

The court consequently
quashed the criminal com-
plaints, the summoning or-
ders issued in 2015 and
2016, and all consequential
proceedings against the re-
tailers and other persons in
the supply chain of Nestle.

The cases arose from
samples of Maggi noodles
collected by Delhi food sa-
fety o�cials during the na-
tionwide sampling drive in

May 2015. Food analysts
had reported that the lead
content in the tastemaker
exceeded the permissible
limit of 2.5 parts per mil-
lion (ppm), while one com-
plaint also alleged mis-
branding over the “No
Added MSG” declaration.
Based on these �ndings,
complaints were �led un-
der the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, lead-
ing to criminal prosecution
against retailers, suppliers
and representatives of Nes-
tle India.

‘Permissible limits’
The petitioners argued
that the prosecutions
could not survive because
the Bombay High Court
had in 2015 set aside the
nationwide ban on Maggi
noodles after �nding that
the laboratories whose re-
ports formed the basis of
the ban lacked the statuto-
ry accreditation under the
Food Safety and Standards
Act. They also relied on
subsequent testing by ac-
credited laboratories and
the CFTRI, which report-
edly found the lead con-
tent to be within permissi-
ble limits. Justice Jain said,
“This court is of the consi-
dered view that permitting
the present prosecutions
to continue would serve no
useful purpose.”

Maggi controversy:
Delhi HC quashes
lead content case 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after Uttar Pradesh
Governor Anandiben Patel
pointed out various de�-
ciencies in the functioning
of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gorakhpur University, the
Opposition parties on Fri-
day hit out at the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government, saying
the “Gorakhpur Model”
had been exposed.

In her address to stu-
dents during the universi-
ty’s 45th convocation cere-
mony, the Governor said,
“Of the six hostels for boys,
two are under repair.
While there is a mess facil-
ity in the girls’ hostels, the
boys’ hostels lack this
amenity. Instead, the boys
receive their meals
through a ti�n service. Do

you believe this is satisfac-
tory?” “These de�ciencies
need to be resolved within
three months. This is Go-
rakhpur, the city of our
Chief Minister [Yogi Aditya-
nath]. How can such condi-
tions persist here?” re-
marked the Governor.

In a post on X tagging a
video of Ms. Patel’s speech,

Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident Akhilesh Yadav said
in Hindi: “While exposing
the ‘Gorakhpur Model’,
the scandal surrounding
the ‘Gujarat Model’ has al-
so surfaced. The common
denominator between the
two is the BJP and rampant
corruption. Mutual con�ict
has turned the ‘double en-
gine’ into a ‘trouble
engine’.”

‘Misgovernance in State’
Congress national secre-
tary Shahnawaz Alam said
the Governor’s views vali-
date the Opposition’s alle-
gations about misgover-
nance in the State. 

“The administration in
Uttar Pradesh has col-
lapsed completely, which
forced the constitutional
functionary to speak open-
ly,” he said.

‘Trouble engine’: Oppn. attacks
U.P. govt. after Governor �ags
lapses in Gorakhpur varsity
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav said

Governor Patel had exposed the

‘Gorakhpur Model’. FILE PHOTO

In view of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led National De-
mocratic Alliance govern-
ment’s recent decision to
repaint and rename all 551
model schools for Classes 9
to 12 across Bihar as “Saras-
wati Vidya Niketan”, the
schools have begun re-
painting their exterior
walls in the prescribed
“sunrise” colour — a shade
that closely resembles the
sa�ron colour associated
with the BJP.

The exterior walls of B.P.
High School in Begusarai,
where Chief Minister Sam-
rat Choudhary and State
Education Minister Mithi-
lesh Tiwari visited on July
19 and announced the new
scheme, were painted in
the sunrise colour. The pre-
scribed name was also
printed on polymer sign-
boards in what school prin-

cipals described as a “just
three days’ haste”, with
lakhs of rupees spent on
the exercise. However,
school principal Kamini
Kumari wondered why the
school, which had been
painted afresh only a few
days earlier, had to be re-
painted following a fresh
government directive.

“We’ve to follow whatev-
er directive or guideline
comes from above,” Ms. Ka-
mini, who also teaches che-
mistry, told The Hindu.

The main gate of the
school, established in 1888,
now bears a board identify-
ing it as Saraswati Vidya Ni-
ketan, B.P. Inter School,
Begusarai. “From July 16 to
18, we engaged nearly 50
workers to give the build-
ing a fresh coat of the sug-
gested colour and complet-
ed the work ahead of the
Chief Minister’s visit,” ad-
ded Ms. Kamini.

District Education O�c-
er Manoj Kumar said, “Be-
gusarai district has 18

blocks, but we have four
additional model schools
because the district is
large. Work is under way in
every model school as per
department’s guidelines.”

State directive
The Bihar State Education-
al Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd.,
which looks after the reno-
vation and construction of
government schools, is-
sued a letter on July 7 to all
its district units regarding
the repainting of the
schools. It prescribed the
following colour scheme:
“External Wall — Sunrise
(0526 — Asian Paints); Bor-
der — Chocolate Brown
Enamel (Asian Paints); In-
terior — Xtra White (Asian
Paints); Doors/Windows —
Golden Brown Enamel
(Asian Paints).” The letter
instructed that the direc-
tive be implemented “as
soon as possible”.

Bihar model schools get a fresh coat 
of ‘sunshine’ after paint mandate 
Amarnath Tewary
BEGUSARAI/VAISHALI

The exterior walls of B.P. Inter School in Begusarai repainted

according to the government’s directive. AMARNATH TEWARY

The J&K police questioned
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Iltija Mufti on
Friday, a day after an FIR
was �led against the party
and its leaders following
street protests in Srinagar
on August 4 to mark the se-
venth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370
on August 5. J&K Chief Mi-
nister Omar Abdullah de-
scribed the arrest as “a
�xed match”.

Ms. Mufti arrived at the
Kothibagh police station in
Srinagar around 2 p.m.
and was subjected to on-
camera questioning for
around two hours. The FIR
mentioned PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti and her
daughter Iltija.

Ahead of Ms. Iltija’s

questioning, Ms. Mufti ad-
dressed party workers at
PDP headquarters in Srina-
gar. She alleged that the
police FIR was an attempt
“to silence the party”. 

Mr. Abdullah said, “This
is nothing but a �xed
match and an attempt to
divert attention from the
Banta Hai comment by its
leader [Mehbooba].”

Police question Iltija;
attempt to silence
PDP, says Mehbooba

PDP leader Iltija Mufti on her

way to the police station, in

Srinagar on Friday. IMRAN NISSAR

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The police have arrested
Mateen Patel, a corporator
of the All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM),
from Chhatrapati Sambha-
jinagar in connection with
the TCS harassment case
on Friday. The arrest fol-
lows a non-bailable war-
rant issued against Mr. Pa-
tel for failing to appear
before the court despite
summons.

Mr. Patel has been ac-
cused of sheltering Nida
Khan, the main accused in
the case. The case pertains
to allegations of harass-
ment at the Tata Consultan-
cy Services (TCS) o�ce in
Nashik. Earlier, the district
administration had demol-
ished Mr. Patel’s house and
o�ce structures for alleged
illegal constructions. 

TCS case:
AIMIM
corporator
arrested

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The BJP on Friday sus-
pended nine party workers
following an outcry over
slogans, allegedly berating
Kashmir women, raised
during a rally celebrating
abrogation of Article 370 in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag
on August 5.

“It has been unanimous-
ly decided to initiate strict
disciplinary action against
those found responsible
for organising and partici-
pating in the unauthorised
rally,” said the BJP.

The BJP said it took se-
rious note of the objection-
able and derogatory
remarks.

Meanwhile, suspended
BJP workers tendered apol-
ogy on social media plat-
forms over sloganeering.

BJP suspends
9 workers
over slogans 
at rally

The Hindu Bureau
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Five slender-billed vultures
bred in captivity at the
Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS)’s conserva-
tion facility in Assam were
released into the wild on
Friday, marking the �rst
such release anywhere in
the world.

The birds, along with
�ve captive-bred white-
rumped vultures, were
transported from the Vul-
ture Conservation Breed-
ing Centre at Rani near Gu-
wahati and released at the
Jatayu Soft Release Centre
in the Biswanath Division
of Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve.

BNHS deputy director
Sachin Ranade said that
captive-bred white-
rumped vultures (Gyps

bengalensis) had been re-
leased earlier. “This is the
�rst such release of the
captive-bred slender-billed
vulture (Gyps tenuirostris)
in the world,” he said.

He said the 10 scaven-
gers were shifted from the
Rani centre three months
ago for acclimatisation at a
vulture-release aviary in
Biswanath’s Tewaripal
area. 

Slender-billed vultures
bred in captivity take
�rst �ight into the wild
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The vultures were bred in

captivity at the BNHS facility in

Assam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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T
he Opposition par-
ties want the go-
vernment to either

scrap the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill (FCRA)
2026, which is expected to
come up for debate in Par-
liament next week, or refer
it to a Joint Committee of
Parliament ( JPC) for
review.

According to sources,
the INDIA bloc will take a
call on Monday on the mo-
dalities of opposing the
Bill. The Congress, mean-
while, wants a statement
from Home Minister Amit
Shah on the police action
against protesters before
any debate on the FCRA
Bill or any other
legislation.

“A statement by the
Home Minister on the pol-
ice brutalities and exces-
sive use of force on stu-
dents protesting at Jantar
Mantar is a prerequisite to
a discussion on any Bill in
both Houses of Parlia-
ment,” Congress general
secretary (communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh told
The Hindu. 

Congress general secre-

tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal said the party
would oppose the Bill and
would not allow the go-
vernment to pass it amid
disruptions. “The govern-
ment is bringing this Bill to
target NGOs and minori-
ties, while allowing an or-
ganisation like the RSS to
continue getting foreign
funding,” Mr. Venugopal
said.

The Opposition has
questioned Mizoram Chief
Minister Lalduhoma an-
nouncing that the Bill
would come up for debate
on August 12, at a time
when the Union govern-
ment has not given any
clarity on when it will be
taken up. The tentative go-
vernment business an-
nounced in both Houses
does not mention the

FCRA Bill. Trinamool Con-
gress Rajya Sabha �oor
leader Derek O’Brien said:
“This is demeaning Parlia-
ment and it shows a com-
plete breakdown of com-
munication between the
government and the
Opposition”.

In a meeting with Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday evening, DMK
Rajya Sabha leader and
chairman of the Joint Ac-
tion Forum on Minorities
P. Wilson submitted a
memorandum detailing
concerns over the legisla-
tion. The memorandum
notes that under the pro-
posed legislation, if an
FCRA certi�cate is can-
celled, surrendered or
lapses automatically, fo-
reign contributions and all
assets created from them

would vest in a govern-
ment-appointed “designat-
ed authority”, without a
prior hearing or judicial
determination. 

Mr. Wilson said that if a
fresh certi�cate is not ob-
tained within a prescribed
period, the assets could be
sold or transferred to a go-
vernment department,
with the proceeds going to
the Consolidated Fund of
India. The existing right to
reclaim assets upon re-re-
gistration would be re-
moved, and the founding
institution would be per-
manently barred from
reacquiring them.

Mr. Wilson argued that
the impact would ultimate-
ly be felt not by FCRA be-
ne�ciaries alone, but also
by patients receiving treat-
ment in hospitals funded
through foreign contribu-
tions, students studying in
institutions dependent on
such funding, and elderly
people in care homes.
“Where will the govern-
ment �nd money to pay
the teachers in such
schools, or hire doctors for
a leprosy home? This
harms the people who are
bene�tting from institu-
tions receiving foreign
funds,” he said.

Opposition wants FCRA Bill
scrapped or referred to JPC
Congress makes Home Minister’s statement on ‘police brutalities’ against protesters a prerequisite

for any debate; Trinamool leader �ags ‘communication gap’ between govt. and the Opposition

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Amid Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah’s outreach to
Christian groups ahead of
the likely discussion and
passage of the Foreign
Contribution Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, in
the Lok Sabha next week, a
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) legislator from Megh-
alaya has said the Christian
community is seeking not
just assurances but legal
clarity on the proposed
legislation.

A.L. Hek, BJP MLA from
Pynthorumkhrah in Megh-
alaya’s East Khasi Hills dis-
trict, told The Hindu that
Christian institutions are
the “largest providers of
charity in remote and tri-
bal areas”, and their work
should not be curtailed.

“The main concern is
whether the proposed law
strikes the right balance
between regulations and
the constitutional freedom
of the charitable and reli-
gious institutions,” Mr. Hek
said, citing the work of the
Missionaries of Charity
founded by Mother Teresa
among the vulnerable
communities in India and
abroad.

On Thursday, Mr. Shah
met an 18-member delega-
tion representing all Chris-
tian denominations and as-

sured them that the
proposed legislation is “re-
ligion-neutral” and that the
“government has no inten-
tion to harass the Christian
community, or any faith
community for that
matter.”

‘Religion-neutral’ Bill 
Asked if the assurances
were enough to assuage
the concerns of the com-
munity, Mr. Hek said, “The
assurance is appreciated.
However, the Christian
community is looking not
only for assurances but al-
so for legal clarity and fair
implementation of the
law.”

The BJP leader said a
wider consultation is re-
quired with all stakehol-
ders before the Bill is taken
up for passage in Parlia-
ment. He said he has
sought an appointment
with the Home Minister
but is yet to get one.

Christians need legal
clarity on FCRA Bill:
Meghalaya BJP MLA

A. L. Hek

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI), which re-
cently �led a chargesheet
against 13 accused persons
in the NEET-UG 2026 ex-
amination paper leak case,
has alleged that the subject
experts engaged by the Na-
tional Testing Agency
(NTA) leaked questions
through handwritten
notes, following which
they were circulated via
digital messaging
platforms.

The accused experts in-
cluded Manisha Sanjay Ha-
valdar for physics, Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare for
biology, and P.V. Kulkarni
for chemistry.

Ms. Havaldar translated
one set and “back-translat-
ed/proofread” three sets of
questions. According to
the CBI, she allegedly re-
membered the questions
and noted them down after

returning from the NTA’s
“con�dential section” pre-
mises. The questions were
allegedly passed �rst to ac-
cused Tejas Harshadkumar
Shah, a physics faculty at a
Pune coaching centre, the
Dr. Abhang Prabhu Medi-
cal Academy (APMA).

The biology questions
were allegedly sent from
Ms. Mandhare to Pune-
based beauty salon owner
and alleged intermediary

Manisha Sanjay Wagh-
mare, who also collected
chemistry questions. Ms.
Waghmare forwarded
them to Dhananjay Lok-
hande, who in turn passed
them to Shubham Khair-
nar for onward distribu-
tion. The questions alleg-
edly reached Yash Yadav in
Haryana’s Gurugram be-
fore being distributed
further to Mangilal Biwal,
Dinesh Biwal, and Vikas Bi-

wal from Jaipur, Rajasthan,
among others.

Mr. Kulkarni allegedly
used the plain sheets made
available for rough work to
note down on small chits
the chemistry questions in
brief as well as their answ-
ers, and took them out of
the NTA premises in a con-
cealed manner. The agen-
cy found that experts were
not frisked and their pos-
sessions were not checked
during entry or exit. The
accused did back-transla-
tion work for three sets of
questions.

The chemistry ques-
tions were allegedly circu-
lated through two parallel
channels, one involving
Ms. Waghmare and anoth-
er through a Latur-based
doctor named Manoj Shi-
rure. The doctor shared
them with Shivraj Mote-
gaonkar, the owner of the
RCC Coaching Institute in
Maharashtra’s Latur, the
CBI has alleged.

NTA experts leaked NEET questions
via notes, messaging apps, says CBI
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Those arrested in the NEET-UG paper leak case are being

investigated by the CBI. ANI

Con�ict of interest in se-
lecting expert panels to
disburse public funds for
technology start-ups is
“unavoidable” and a mat-
ter “to be managed,” Tech-
nology Development
Board (TDB) secretary Ra-
jesh Pathak said on Friday.

His remarks came after
the government disclosure
in Parliament on July 30,
followed by media reports,
that members of an expert
panel constituted by the
TDB had �nancial links to
companies that they adjud-
icated as eligible for public
funds.

The TDB, a�liated to
the Department of Science
and Technology (DST), is
among the agencies select-
ed to channel money un-
der the Centre’s ₹1 lakh
crore Research, Develop-

ment and Innovation (RDI)
Fund. As of July, the TDB
has approved support for
22 projects — a company
can be part of multiple pro-
jects — involving ₹2,192
crore of RDI �nancing.

In response to questions
from Congress MP Praveen
Chakravarthy in the Rajya
Sabha on July 30, the DST
identi�ed the members of
TDB’s Investment Commit-
tee. The committee is
chaired by Dr. Saurabh Sri-
vastava and includes K.R.S.
Jamwal (Tata Industries),
Lalithesh Katragadda, Sud-
hir Mehta, Sanjay Nayak,
Anand Deshpande, Gopal
Srinivasan, Debashish

Bhattacharjee, Bala C.
Deshpande, Jaswinder
Ahuja and Sudhir Sethi,
with the TDB secretary
serving as member-secre-
tary without voting rights.

The same parliamen-
tary disclosure stated that
several companies ap-
proved for TDB funding
had received funding from
organisations represented
on the Investment Com-
mittee or TDB’s Governing
Board. 

“When we were formu-
lating guidelines, it was
clear that con�ict of inter-
est was unavoidable be-
cause experts (in identify-
ing technology start-ups)
will almost certainly have
direct or indirect �nancial
connections to the innova-
tion ecosystem. However,
such con�icts of interest
can be managed, and we
have clear guidelines,” said
Mr. Pathak.

Con�ict of interest in start-up
panel ‘unavoidable’: Pathak
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Some committee
members have links
to �rms approved 
for Technology 
Board funding

Breaking its silence over
concerns expressed by in-
ternational stakeholders
regarding the Foreign Con-
tribution (Regulation)
Amendment (FCRA) Bill,
2026, the Ministry of Exter-
nal A�airs on Friday said
that “legislative matters
concerning India are inter-
nal a�airs”.

“We have seen the com-
ments. Legislative matters
concerning India are our
internal a�airs to be decid-
ed by our Parliament. May
I point out that several na-
tions, including the U.S.
regulate the �ow of foreign
funds,” Randhir Jaiswal,
spokesperson, External Af-
fairs Ministry, said. 

On August 4, U.S. Con-
gressman Riley Moore had
described the upcoming
amendments to the foreign

funding regulation rules as
a “clear attack against
Christians”. “If this Bill
proceeds in this way, it
would be a point of major
concern in our bilateral re-
lationship with India,” Mr.
Moore had said in a social
media post.

The Bill is expected to
be taken up next week and
Home Minister Amit Shah
has held a series of consul-
tations with Christian lead-
ers and religious organisa-
tions.

India brushes o�
foreign criticism
over draft legislation

Randhir Jaiswal 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A young woman was alleg-
edly taken captive and
raped repeatedly over
three days last week by
three civic volunteers in
Dhupguri, West Bengal, ac-
cording to local o�cials.  

Police have arrested one
of the perpetrators. Ac-
cording to the o�cials, the
three accused abducted
the victim from Mekhliganj
village in Cooch Behar and
took her to a rented ac-
commodation in Jalpaigu-
ri’s Dhupguri locality.

“She was kept hostage
for three days and raped
repeatedly before being re-
leased on August 2. Initial-
ly, she was too terri�ed to
approach law enforce-
ment, but she �nally
lodged an FIR against them

on August 5,” said Jalpaigu-
ri Rural Superintendent of
Police Sautam
Bandyopadhyay.

One accused, Bulbul
Alam, was arrested on
Thursday and sent to pol-
ice custody for four days. 

“We are searching for
the two other accused. All
of them have been working
as civic volunteers in
Dhupguri,” he said. 

Condemning the inci-
dent, the Trinamool Con-
gress cornered the BJP go-
vernment over the sharp
deterioration of women’s
security in State.

Taking to X, the Trina-
mool Congress wrote,
“This incident has once
again raised serious ques-
tions about women’s safety
across the State. What hap-
pened to all the tall promis-
es made by BJP leaders?”

Woman raped by
three civic volunteers
in Bengal; one held
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATAAmid surge in applications

for solar, wind and hybrid
renewable energy projects
in border areas, the Minis-
try of Home A�airs (MHA)
has issued new national se-
curity guidelines, intro-
ducing a blanket ban on
such projects within 1 km
of the international border
and mandating security
clearance for projects lo-
cated up to 50 km away. 

The guidelines impose
restrictions on foreign par-
ticipation and sta�ng, stat-
ing that the applicants
should not engage engi-
neers, sta�, employees, la-
bour from Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh and China without
the MHA’s permission.

It added that project de-
velopers will not be al-
lowed to transfer land to
foreign companies without

prior approval from the
Central government and
security clearance from
the MHA.

Due to national security
Under the guidelines, all
solar, wind and hybrid
energy projects proposed
within 50 km of the Line of
Control (LoC), Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC) and the
international border will

require security clearance
from the MHA. Projects lo-
cated in the �rst kilometre
from these borders have
been declared a “restricted
area”, where no project ac-
tivity will be permitted.

The MHA says the move
was prompted by a rise in
queries received by the Mi-
nistry of New and Renewa-
ble Energy (MNRE) regard-
ing the suitability of setting
up renewable energy pro-
jects in border areas that
could have national securi-
ty implications. Projects
proposed between 1 km
and 20 km from the border
will require a No Objection
Certi�cate (NOC) from the
Ministry of Defence (MoD),
while proposals located
anywhere within the
broader 50 km zone will
need the MHA security
clearance. Both approvals
will be assessed on a case-
by-case basis, it says.

No renewable energy project
within 1 km of border: govt. 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Projects proposed between 1

km to 20 km from the border

will require an NOC.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to pronounce
judgment on a Tamil Nadu
government appeal seek-
ing con�rmation of the
State’s power to frame and
implement policy to pro-
vide reservation bene�ts to
members of backward
classes, most backward
classes, denoti�ed com-
munities and Scheduled
Castes who convert to
Islam.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Prashant Kumar Mis-
hra reserved orders on the
State government’s stand
that it has the authority,
based on the Tamil Nadu
Backward Classes Commis-
sion, to issue community
certi�cates to eligible per-
sons. The State, represent-
ed by senior advocates Mu-
kul Rohatgi and Siddharth
Luthra, said the object be-
hind its government order
of March 9, 2024 was to en-
sure that “persons belong-
ing to socially and educa-
tionally backward
communities are not de-
prived of reservation bene-
�ts solely on account of
conversion to Islam”.

The State appeal was di-
rected against a Madras
High Court decision quash-
ing the March 2024 order

as unconstitutional. The
High Court judgment of
June 25, 2026 had held that
“a person who embraces
Islam cannot claim the sta-
tus of backward class
(Muslim)”.

Justice Mishra orally ob-
served that a 1951 judg-
ment of the Madras High
Court in G. Michael vs. S.

Venkateswaran, regarding
a Scheduled Caste member
who converted to Chris-
tianity and wanted to con-
test in a reserved seat, had
held the fort for 75 years by
upholding the constitu-
tional validity of Paragraph
3 of the Constitution (Sche-
duled Castes) Order, 1950. 

Paragraph 3 stipulated
that no person who pro-
fessed a religion di�erent
from Hinduism (later
amended to include Sik-
hism and Buddhism)
should be deemed to get
the bene�ts of a Scheduled
Caste member.

SC to deliver verdict
on T.N. govt.’s quota
for Muslim converts
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day rejected a petition �led
by a lawyer seeking Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probe into the alleged dis-
covery of burnt currency
at the o�cial residence of
former Delhi High Court
judge, Yashwant Varma, af-
ter a blaze in March last
year. 

Justice P.S. Narasimha
observed orally that the
petition �led by Ghan-
shyam Upadhyay was a
shot at “cheap publicity”.

Mr. Upadhayay said the
criminal liability related to
the allegations surround-
ing the discovery of the
burnt currency would sur-
vive the resignation of Jus-
tice Varma in April 2026.
The lawyer contended that
the resignation has de-
prived the former judge of
any immunity from prose-

cution. A three-member in-
house committee of Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court, Chief Justice Sheel
Nagu, Himachal High
Court Chief Justice G.S.
Sandhawalia and Karnata-
ka High Court Justice Anu
Sivaraman had submitted a
fact-�nding report to Chief
Justice of India (now re-
tired) Sanjiv Khanna on the
incident in May 2025. 

Former Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna had asked
Justice Varma to resign or
face impeachment pro-
ceedings. The report was
subsequently referred to
the President of India and
the Prime Minister by the
Chief Justice. 

SC dismisses plea for
SIT probe in Justice
Varma currency case
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Justice Narasimha
observed orally that
the petition was a
shot at ‘cheap
publicity’
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The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Friday
stepped up his attack on
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the blending of
ethanol in petrol, alleging
that E20 fuel was “steal-
ing” from people and da-
maging their vehicles. Mr.
Gandhi said the Congress
would take up the issue “in
a big way”, but indicated
that the party was current-
ly working out the se-
quencing of issues it want-
ed to raise.

“Our problem right now
is that there is so much cor-
ruption that there is a huge
line in what we have to se-
quence,” the Congress
leader said, alleging that
E20 was “destroying peo-
ple’s scooters, destroying
people’s lives, and literally
stealing directly from
them”. Mr. Gandhi’s re-
marks came amid the polit-

ical debate over the man-
datory blending of ethanol
in petrol and its alleged im-
pact on older vehicles. The
government has main-
tained that ethanol blend-
ing will help reduce depen-
dence on imported crude
oil and will cut emissions.

Outreach to youth
Mr. Gandhi continued his
outreach to young people
through Instagram, an-
swering questions from us-
ers in an “Ask Me Anyth-
ing” session that ranged
from politics to dogs,
memes and his childhood

memories. Asked whether
he was Batman, Mr. Gand-
hi o�ered a tongue-in-
cheek response: “Let’s just
say that no one has ever
seen me and Batman in the
same room together.” On
his favourite meme from
the student protests last
month, he took a swipe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying that the vide-
os from Mr. Modi’s resi-
dence at midnight were the
best, as they showed “a
new panicked Prime
Minister”.

The interaction also had
a personal touch, with Mr.
Gandhi appearing with
Noorie, his mother’s dog.
He said animals should not
be considered possessions
but fellow inhabitants of
the planet who deserved
“respect, love and a�ec-
tion”. Mr. Gandhi also
spoke about his father, Ra-
jiv Gandhi, recalling �ying
with him when he was a pi-
lot as his favourite child-
hood moment. 

Rahul says Cong. will take
up E20 issue as it destroys
people’s lives and vehicles
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi

A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

4 Saturday, August 8, 2026
Chennai

News

W
ith Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD)
president

Sukhbir Singh Badal meet-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Friday, specu-
lation about the possibility
of an alliance with the BJP
has once again taken
centre stage ahead of the
2027 Punjab Assembly
election.

Mr. Badal met the Prime
Minister at his o�ce in the
Parliament House complex
in New Delhi, according to
sources familiar with the
meeting. 

Even as leaders from
both parties remained
tight-lipped about the de-
liberations, speculation
was rife that the two par-

ties could join hands again.
Senior party leader Daljit
Cheema declined to com-
ment on the alliance for
now, stating only that talks
had taken place. “The lead-
ers have met, that’s all,”

Mr. Cheema told The
Hindu.

A source from the SAD
said that with talks current-
ly under way, the possibili-
ty of an alliance could take
shape. “Even people with-

in the BJP are sensing that
the political landscape in
the country is shifting in
light of the recent protests.
The parties opposed to the
National Democratic Al-
liance are joining hands
and there’s now a sense
within the BJP that the
NDA, too, should unite eve-
ryone and bring its allies
together,” the leader said.

Old friends
The SAD and the BJP were
alliance partners since the
late 1990s; however, amid
the controversy over the
Centre’s agriculture sector
laws, which were later re-
pealed, the SAD — one of
the BJP’s oldest alliance
partners — decided to
break away from the NDA
coalition in 2020.

Political observers feel
that since the meeting has

been publicised, the out-
come would be positive in
terms of an alliance; other-
wise, the meeting would
have been kept secret.

“If the SAD and BJP con-
test independently, then
both parties will end up
contesting against each
other for the third or
fourth position and the
main contest would be bet-
ween the Aam Aadmi Party
and the Congress. Fighting
in alliance would bring
SAD and BJP in the reckon-
ing,” said Pramod Kumar,
director of the Institute for
Development and Commu-
nication, Chandigarh. 

“The political position-
ing of both the parties was
becoming vulnerable ev-
ery day. The logical out-
come to overcome that vul-
nerability was to enter into
an alliance,” he added.

Akali Dal chief ’s meet with PM
fuels talk of a possible alliance

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Shiromani Akali Dal president

Sukhbir Singh Badal during a public rally in 2019. AFP

The Akali Dal was among the BJP’s oldest alliance partners before it broke away in 2020 over the now-repealed farm laws;

leader says with the Opposition parties joining hands, ‘there’s now a sense within BJP that NDA, too, should unite everyone’

Nistula Hebbar 
Vikas Vasudeva 
NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH

A day after Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi named him
as his favourite politician
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), former Punjab
Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh (retd)
said on Friday that while
his personal and family ties
with Mr. Gandhi and his
mother Sonia Gandhi
would always remain, he
continued to be politically
committed to the BJP.

Captain Amarinder said
he had known Mr. Gandhi
and his sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra since they
were children, adding that
their father, the late Rajiv
Gandhi, was his classmate
and friend. 

A long association
Captain Amarinder, who
was Punjab’s Chief Minis-

ter twice during the Con-
gress regime, joined the
BJP in 2022 after merging
his party, the Punjab Lok
Congress with the BJP. He
left the Congress in 2021
under the pretext that he
had been hurt by the con-
duct of the Gandhis.

The BJP leader said, eve-
rywhere across the world,
except in India, personal
relationships were sepa-
rate from one’s political

commitments. In Decem-
ber 2025, Captain Amarin-
der had said that he found
the BJP rigid in its ap-
proach while the Congress
party was more �exible
and had a consultative out-
look. His remark created
signi�cant political furore
in Punjab.

AMA session
In a video shared on Insta-
gram on Thursday, Mr.
Gandhi had made the re-
mark about Captain Ama-
rinder. 

“Captain Amarinder
Singh, de�nitely. I get
along with him and he is
cool and he is an expert on
military history. Hello, un-
cle Amarinder,” said Mr.
Gandhi, replying to a ques-
tion about his favourite BJP
leader during an “Ask Me
Anything” session on
Instagram.

(With PTI Inputs)

Personal ties will remain,
but I am politically with
BJP, says Capt. Amarinder 
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Captain Amarinder Singh

In a marathon four-hour
meeting at Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh’s resi-
dence a few weeks ago, in
the presence of senior
leaders of the BJP and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), including Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP president Nitin
Nabin, and RSS joint gener-
al secretary Arun Kumar
among others, the Sangh
Parivar mulled over its HR
(human resources) issues.

The BJP, which has seen
unprecedented growth not
just electorally but also or-
ganisationally, faced the
fact that its organisational
structure needed expand-
ing to accommodate old-
timers and new entrants.
The meeting drew up a
blueprint to increase the
number of organisational
posts to satisfy all.

The result of the Banki-
pur bypoll in Bihar, where
the BJP lost its fort in the
heart of Patna, has sig-

nalled the discontent of
that expansion, this time in
its support base. While the
past 12 years have seen the
BJP rise rapidly, it has also
seen the party grow far
beyond what used to be its
ideological and organisa-
tional comfort zones.

Moment of reckoning
The Bankipur poll loss of
the BJP is being seen as a
rearguard action by the
party’s core upper caste
support base upset over its
interests being neglected
in favour of consolidating
the BJP’s now-formidable
OBC vote bank. The UGC
social equity regulations,
the killing of social activist

Bharat Tiwari allegedly by
the Bihar Police, and the
very appointment of Chief
Minister Samrat Choud-
hary — who, despite having
migrated to the BJP via the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), landed the top job for
which thousands of BJP
workers had slogged — led
to the cocktail of reasons
for the BJP’s loss.

Bihar is not the only ge-
ography where the new-
bies versus old-timers issue
has played out. In Maha-
rashtra, during the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, BJP work-
ers and RSS members re-
fused to campaign for can-
didates from the

Nationalist Congress Party,
earlier led by the late Ajit
Pawar, citing years of polit-
ical rivalry. In West Bengal
too, the accommodation of
Trinamool MPs and work-
ers in the BJP after decades
of violent face-o�s has led
to even senior leaders ex-
pressing apprehensions
over the dilution of both
cadre zeal and ideology.

For the BJP, this expan-
sion of its ideological foot-
print has not been without
costs — upsetting old-tim-
ers, diluting some ideologi-
cal principles (as in the
case of turning a blind eye
to beef consumption in
Kerala and the Northeast-
ern States) and now, an up-
per caste disenchantment
that has the capacity to hit
at the core of its support
base. 

The Bankipur loss and
the Gen Z protests have
brought home to the BJP,
quite forcefully, that it is
now too big to be cosy. Its
government has been at
the helm for too long to be
given the bene�t of doubt
by party men and women
awaiting accommodation
and opportunity. 

Too big to be cosy: the cracks within
BJP’s expansion plans are showing 

Nistula Hebbar 
NEW DELHI

BJP supporters during a recent poll rally in Bihar, where the party

lost in the Bankipur bypoll. ANI
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Parliamentary A�airs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju on Fri-
day rejected the Opposi-
tion’s demand that Home
Minister Amit Shah res-
pond in Parliament to alle-
gations of police excesses
against students protesting
against the NEET paper
leak, asserting that the Op-
position could not dictate
which Minister should
answer in the House. His
remarks came as protests
over the issue again dis-
rupted proceedings in
both the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha.

Congress leader K.C. Ve-
nugopal protested outside
the Parliament building
with a placard that marked
the Home Minister “ab-
sent” for every working
day of the Lok Sabha since
July 21. “The placard is ve-
ry clear that our Home Mi-
nister is missing; he is ab-
sent. Why is he running
away from Parliament? He
should come and explain
who ordered pellet gun

shooting, tear gas and the
use of AK 46 in Bihar,” Mr.
Venugopal said.

In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Ri-
jiju said the government, in
consultation with the
Chair, decides which Mi-
nister would respond to a
matter. “You cannot dic-
tate which Minister will
come to the House and
who will respond,” he ad-
ded, as Opposition mem-
bers continued sloganeer-
ing. Defending Mr. Shah,
Mr. Rijiju said the Home
Minister came to Parlia-

ment every day and stayed
till late at night.

In the Rajya Sabha,
Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge reiter-
ated the demand during
Zero Hour, when he had
asked Mr. Rijiju to “echo
the sentiments” of the Op-
position to the Home Mi-
nister. Mr. Rijiju accused
Mr. Kharge of “misleading
the House”, saying that the
Chair had not directed any
Minister to come to Parlia-
ment. He reiterated that
Ministers whose business
was listed for the day at-
tended the House and that
the Opposition could not
decide who should res-
pond and when. 

Accusing the Opposition
of leaving after sloganeer-
ing, Mr. Rijiju said they
would not be able to
“bear” Mr. Shah’s res-
ponse. “You don’t have the
courage,” he said.

No debate
The confrontation came as
both Houses again lost sub-
stantial business to prot-
ests. In the Lok Sabha,

Question Hour was washed
out and Zero Hour lasted
only about 16 minutes be-
fore the proceedings were
adjourned for the day.
Amid the din, the Lok Sab-
ha passed the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
Development (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026 without
debate. Papers and reports
of parliamentary commit-
tees were also tabled. The
Rajya Sabha too witnessed
repeated exchanges bet-
ween the Opposition and
Treasury benches as the
stand-o� continued.

Both Houses are sche-
duled to meet again on
Monday. 

The Opposition has
been insisting that Mr.
Shah personally answer
questions regarding police
action during student prot-
ests against the NEET pap-
er leak in the national cap-
ital. The demand has now
become a major �ash point
between the government
and the Opposition in the
ongoing Monsoon session
in Parliament, which be-
gan on July 20.

Opposition cannot dictate which
Ministers respond in House: Rijiju
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI

K.C. Venugopal stages protest

against absence of Amit Shah

in Parliament, on August 7. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday hosted
about 45 MPs from the con-
stituent parties of the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) over breakfast, dur-
ing which he expressed
concern that repeated dis-
ruptions in Parliament
were denying the country
an opportunity to hear ta-
lented new MPs. Those
present included MPs of
the Nationalist Citizens
Party of India (NCPI), who
recently quit the Trina-
mool Congress to join the
NDA bloc; the Shiv Sena;
the Republican Party of In-
dia (Athawale); the Rashtri-
ya Lok Morcha (RLM); the
AIADMK; and the United
People’s Party Liberal.

At the meeting, Mr. Mo-
di reportedly stressed the
need for the smooth func-
tioning of Parliament. He
urged MPs to practise yo-
ga, undergo periodic
health check-ups and con-
tribute to nation-building. 

PM raises
concern over
Parliament
disruptions

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Various women’s organisa-
tions under the banner of
the ‘National Coalition for
Women’s Reservation’ on
Friday staged a demonstra-
tion in the national capital
demanding the uncondi-
tional implementation of
the Women’s Reservation
Bill during the current
Monsoon session of
Parliament.

Women from various
parts of Delhi and neigh-
bouring States gathered in
large numbers for the prot-
est, demanding that the
Women’s Reservation Bill
be implemented without
conditions attached to it.

The Constitution (106th
Amendment) Bill, popular-
ly known as the Women’s
Reservation Bill or the ‘Na-
ri Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam’, was passed in Sep-
tember 2023. The law
stipulates that 33% reserva-
tion for women will come
into e�ect only after the
completion of the �rst Cen-

sus following the commen-
cement of the Act and the
subsequent delimitation
exercise. The National De-
mocratic Alliance govern-
ment is currently holding
talks with Opposition par-
ties for a consensus on the
Delimitation Bill.

Addressing the protest,
the All India Progressive
Women’s Association (AIP-
WA) national secretary
Shweta Raj highlighted a
stark contradiction — on
one hand, a large number
of women have had their
names removed from the
electoral rolls, while on the
other, the BJP-led govern-

ment is stalling the path for
granting 33% reservation
to women. “The BJP go-
vernment aims to foster
communal polarisation
across the country by link-
ing the Women’s Reserva-
tion Bill to delimitation;
the elections in Assam and
Jammu & Kashmir are re-
cent examples of this,” she
said according to a
statement.

At this juncture, there is
a need for the entire coun-
try to unite and demand
the unconditional imple-
mentation of the Women’s
Reservation Bill, the state-
ment added.

33% reservation must be
implemented without
conditions: women’s groups
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI

In Varanasi too, demonstrators gathered to demand the

unconditional implementation of the Women’s Reservation Bill. PTI

The Government of India
“does not endorse” the
comments made by the
former Bangladesh Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, at
a press conference on Au-
gust 5, that targeted the
current government in
Dhaka under the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party
(BNP), said the Ministry of
External A�airs (MEA) on
Friday. MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal reiterated
that the press event was or-
ganised by a “private me-
dia entity” and that the go-
vernment had no
involvement. “The govern-
ment had no role to play in
what was an event by a
private media entity. The
government does not en-
dorse anything said at the
forum, specially with re-
gard to the duly constitut-
ed government of Bangla-
desh,” said Mr. Jaiswal. 

The Ministry of Foreign
A�airs of Bangladesh had
said it was “outraged” by
the press interaction by
Ms. Hasina. 

Hasina’s
comments not
endorsed by
govt.: MEA

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
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The relationship between Garuda, the divine mount of
Lord Vishnu, and Swami Vedanta Desika, one of the most
prominent Acharyas in the Sri Vaishnava tradition, is nar-
rated in a discourse by Sri Navalpakkam Vasudevachariar.
Just as Garuda serves as the mount transporting the Su-
preme Lord, Acharyas such as Desika carry the wisdom of
the Vedas to uplift human beings from worldly binding
(samsara). The glory of Garuda is expounded, including
his incarnation as the embodiment of the Vedas, and how
his grace led to Desika’s profound compositions.

Garuda is revered as Vedatma, the soul embodiment of
the Vedas. His two wings symbolise the Vedic meters and
chants. Swami Alavandar beautifully summarises how Ga-
ruda performs every form of kainkaryam (sel�ess divine
service) to Lord Narayana. Garutman is daasaha: (the de-
voted servant), sakha (the beloved friend), vahanam (the
Lord’s divine vehicle), asanam (His seat or throne), dhwa-
jaha: (His �ag or banner), and vyajanam (the ceremonial
fan used in divine worship). Desika received the initiation
(Upadesam) of the Garuda Mantra from his guru Kidambi
Appullar. Desika travelled to Tiruvaheendrapuram and
meditated on the Aushadhagiri Hill. Desika chanted the
Garuda Mantra, and Garuda appeared before him, blessed
him by bestowing the sacred Hayagreeva Mantra, and pre-
sented him with an idol of Lord Hayagreeva (horse-faced
deity of knowledge). To express gratitude to Garuda, Desi-
ka composed Garuda Dandakam. The spiritual and phys-
ical bene�ts of reciting the Garuda Dandakam are protec-
tion against poison, snake bites, and harmful energies. It
eradicates fear, anxiety, and mental obstructions.

Garuda, Desika relationship

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Supreme Court on Friday directed the Union
government to share the latest report by the
National Forensic Sciences University with the
petitioner-NGO Kuki Organisation for Human
Rights in a case seeking probe into the alleged
involvement of former Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh in the ethnic violence in the State.
According to the report, the leaked audio clips
alluding to Mr. Singh have been “clearly
manipulated”. Additional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, representing both the Centre
and the State of Manipur, said even the �rst-
generation copy of the audio clippings outed by a
whistleblower showed alterations. Advocate
Prashant Bhushan, representing the petitioner,
strongly objected to the report, saying tests of the
audio clippings done at Truth Labs had shown a
93% match with Mr. Singh’s voice.

Manipur ex-CM Biren Singh’s
audio clip altered, says Centre

The Delhi High Court on Friday raised concerns
over the continued use of Jantar Mantar as the
designated venue for protests in Delhi, with
Justice Amit Mahajan questioning whether public
agitations should be held in the middle of the
capital. “According to me, these things should
not happen in the city,” Justice Mahajan said in
oral remarks.The court was hearing a petition by
the All India Dalit Christian Rights Protection
Committee seeking a direction to the Delhi Police
to decide on its request for permission to hold a
peaceful protest at Jantar Mantar on August 10.

Why should Jantar Mantar be
used as protest site, asks HC

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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�

(set by Mythical)
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ACROSS
7. One with issue that’s kept under wraps (5)
8. Going back, help a rabbi to avoid reportedly toxic

emission (9)
10. Inane speech by revolutionary outside a joint (6)
11. One new model completed as planned (8)
12. Online troublemakers blocked by expert youths —

initially, they might get pushed around (8)

13. Pet needs extra care, kindness for starters (4)

15. Leaves saint South African currency notes finally (7)

17. Does poor saint occasionally put money in bank ? (7)

20. Mark to work with gangster (4)

22. Wind and rain with sleet bothered sta� inside (8)

25. Find night club closed, promoters essentially missing (8)

26. 5 in vehicle held back by boxer cycling (6)

27. Hosting a show on the radio, examining similarities and
di�erences (9)

28. This little tie adjusted, I’m all set! (5)

DOWN
1. Control Utah riot somehow before end of day (9)

2. Posh male — British, getting jazz singer Fitzgerald handy
device (8)

3. Some take a siesta, most comfortable (7)

4. Reach princess held up by security team initially near a
new church (8)

5. A girl opts out of teaching troubled folk (6)

6. The advisory group we gathered, is uninterested (5)

9. In retrospect, say Germany has the upper hand (4)

14. Doctor Victor, I’ll try hiring union agent at first for all
practical purposes (9)

16. Releases revolutionary despised by society (8)

18. Discover comedian's somewhat lost for words (8)

19. That man leading a group investigation? (7)

21. Engage people (6)

23. Lacking money ultimately, want to get paid (4)

24. Firstly, woman's in distress, often weeping — her
partner's gone (5)
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P
osts by political
leaders, parties,
Cockroach Janta

Party (CJP) members, and
ordinary protesters have
started disappearing from
Instagram at a rapid pace,
following tense meetings
between the company’s
leadership and the Union
government. The Indian
Youth Congress, Aam Aad-
mi Party convener Arvind
Kejriwal, CJP spokesperson
Saurav Das, and the news
portal Scroll are among
those whose posts have
been blocked in India. 

Instagram’s parent com-
pany, Meta, has been
pressed in meetings about
its recommendation algo-
rithm, as the government
zeroes in on the ampli�ca-
tion of anti-establishment
social media content as a
factor leading up to last
month’s youth protests,
which concluded with the
resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education Mi-
nister. Screenshots of posts
blocked in India referred to
the IT Rules, 2021, indicat-
ing that the posts are being
censored through a take-
down mechanism 

While numerous reels —
short video clips on Insta-

gram — remain available on
Meta’s platform, many
have been removed, in-
cluding some which have
been watched millions of
times. Many X users have
reported that the protest-
related content that re-
mains on Instagram is now
appearing less frequently. 

‘Against free speech’
“What is this blanket ban
on protest-related and Mo-
di-related content?” the
CJP’s Mr. Das asked. “It is
unconstitutional and ille-
gal. It is absolutely ridicu-
lous. We appeal to Meta to
not succumb to such high-
handed pressure from the
government. Algo[rithm]s
must moderate grossly ille-
gal content, not police free
expression. The entire
point of free internet is
this. Any social media plat-
form doing this under pres-

sure is going against free
speech principles and pu-
blic interest.” Meta did not
respond to a request for
comment on this new wave
of censorship.

The government and
police agencies had already
ramped up censorship of
Instagram posts in particu-
lar. X leaves up many posts
that are reported to it un-
der Section 79(3)(b), since
these notices — unlike
those under Section 69A of
the IT Act, 2000 — do not
entail criminal liability. Ho-
wever, as The Hindu report-
ed on April 25, Meta com-
plies automatically to such
requests, giving the govern-
ment vast powers of quick
censorship. 

Pranesh Prakash, a co-
founder of the Centre for
Internet and Society and
now a tech law and policy
consultant, had then told

The Hindu that Meta’s auto-
matic compliance to Sec-
tion 79(3)(b) notices was
problematic, as platforms
were only in the dock if and
when a particular piece of
content was taken to court,
which happens rarely.
“Yet, instead of �ghting for
their users, Meta is un-
thinkingly removing con-
tent it is legally not even re-
quired to remove,” Mr.
Prakash had said.

Those powers are now
being exercised at an un-
precedented rate, and af-
fecting a broad range of
content. An early viral clip,
with over one crore views,
featuring Students’ Federa-
tion of India activist Sakhi
mocking police announce-
ments exhorting protesters
to clear out of Jantar Man-
tar, has also been taken
down. On August 6, several
Facebook posts by Mr. Kej-
riwal were restricted.

Many Section 79(3)(b)
requests are �led to social
media platforms through
the Home Ministry’s Sa-
hyog portal. “The Sahyog
Portal puts in place a paral-
lel system to take down
content online, without
any of the safeguards pre-
sent under Section 69A,”
the Software Freedom Law
Centre, India said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

Meta ramps up censorship
of protest, political reels

‘Sahyog Portal puts in place a system to take down content online,

without any of the safeguards present under Section 69A’. REUTERS

Instagram posts by party accounts, CJP representatives, ordinary protesters have been blocked in

India; the action comes after the company held meetings with the government over past few days

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

A delegation of the Jhark-
hand government, com-
prising Ministers, on Fri-
day held talks for the �rst
time in State capital Ranchi
with student protesters de-
manding an inquiry by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) into alleged ir-
regularities in competitive
exams for government
jobs. The students’ protest
under the JPSS-JSCC Re-
form Manch entered the
14th day. The two hour-
long meeting, though, end-
ed without any agreement
with the students �rm on
continuing their protests.

The �ve-member com-
mittee, comprising Minis-
ters Sudivya Kumar, Cham-
ra Linda, Dipika Pandey
Singh and Sanjay Singh,
along with Development
Commissioner Ajay Kumar
Singh, held discussions
with a 10-member student

delegation at the State
Guest House.

After the meeting, stu-
dent leader Ravindra Pas-
wan said: “It was the �rst
round of meeting and the
government listened to our
demands. However, we
could not reach any con-
clusion regarding our key
demands. Therefore, the
protest will continue.”

On the other hand, Edu-
cation Minister Sudivya Ku-
mar said, “The talks with
the students took place in a
positive atmosphere. All
their points were heard
and understood seriously,
and the government will
consider their demands
before deciding on the
next course of action.”

During a protest march
to the Jharkhand Assembly
earlier in the day, a man
splashed ink on All India
Students’ Association (AI-
SA) president Neha Bora.
Later, he was detained by
the police. 

AISA president Neha Bora along with student demonstrators raise

slogans during a protest march in Ranchi on Friday. PTI

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Jharkhand govt. team
holds discussion with
protesting students

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has posted several
reels on Instagram since
July 23, in response to the
student protests against
his government in Delhi
and many other parts of
the country. RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat has also start-
ed addressing the youth of
India. This was widely
seen as a bold e�ort to
reach out to the Instagram
generation, or Gen Z, aged
between 14 and 29. The ol-
dest among them were one
year shy of voting age in
2014, when Mr. Modi came
to power; the youngest
were two years old. 

A particular video of Mr.
Modi, in which he o�ers
forgiveness to young prot-
esters who made vulgar re-
marks against him, has at-
tracted wide public
interest. He described

them as “misguided chil-
dren”. Some see it as an act
of magnanimity, while oth-
ers see it as duplicity, con-
sidering the amount of vul-
garity routinely mouthed
by BJP a�liates. That leads
us to the question of whom
Mr. Modi is addressing
through his new reel polit-
ics. Is he addressing Gen Z
or their parents, the What-
sApp generation?

WhatsApp generation
It appears plausible that
Mr. Modi, and the RSS
chief, may not be trying to
win over the Instagram
generation, but rather to
consolidate the WhatsApp
generation, whose original
support for the BJP is cur-
rently shaky. This outreach
is guided by the wisdom of
the patriarch that a bird in
the hand is worth two in
the bush. The idea is more
to stop the unravelling of
what the Sangh Parivar
holds, and less to win over
what it does not have. Mr.
Modi and Mr. Bhagwat are

talking to fellow patriarchs
more than to the protes-
ters. What they are ex-
pressing is a combination
of paternalistic responsibil-
ity and authority, rallying
the parents of Gen Z, the
stormtroopers of
Hindutva.

Mr. Modi’s popularity
was built on a network of
WhatsApp communities in
the run-up to 2014. There
were around six crore In-
dians on WhatsApp then. It
was through messages
spread on that network
that Mr. Modi’s persona
was built. The world view
of the then aspirational

youth, broadly the parents
of Gen Z, is a matter of de-
tail, but su�ce it to say that
it broadly aligns with that
of the BJP.

Two issues
There is little reason to
think that they are revolt-
ing against Mr. Modi or his
government, but there are
two issues that have raised
doubts in their minds
about his performance,
apart from the anxiety
they share with their chil-
dren regarding their edu-
cation and employment.
First, the embezzlement of
donations at the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya; and se-
cond, the snowballing con-
cerns related to the
mandatory blending of
ethanol with petrol. Both
these issues cut close to
the bone for them: they
are donors at Ayodhya,
and they had associated
their capacity to own a
vehicle with the rise of Hin-
dutva under Mr. Modi.
This binds them in a com-

gather, is �nding common
cause with Mr. Modi in try-
ing to ensure that their
daughters are disciplined
and cultured. It is routine
for parents to expect their
children to live by the rules
that they themselves may
not follow. For centuries,
the family has been an are-
na of assertion and a site of
negotiation with the state
for all forms of religious
politics in India. Mr. Modi
is o�ering to lead com-
munity elders in taking
control of the unruly, re-
bellious generation. Gen Z
parents may even be will-
ing to suspend their con-
cerns regarding the Ayod-
hya embezzlement and
ethanol blending.

What appears as Gen Z
outreach may be aimed
more at their parents and
other elders, conveying
that the BJP is their natural
shelter and is best suited to
uphold their cultural va-
lues. It is about rallying the
patriarchs rather than pac-
ifying the protesters.

plicated relationship with
Mr. Modi. Their loyalty is
shaken, but they are not
willing to choose anyone
over Mr. Modi. Or any ide-
ology over the Sangh’s. 

Mr. Modi’s reels are talk-
ing to them, saying: look,
your “daughters” are using
abusive language; it was a
“cultural shock”; and we
need to do something. We
need to correct and guide
them. They are nudged to
consider what is of utmost
urgency: donation theft in
Ayodhya, the health of au-
tomobiles, or the cultural
shock of de�ant daughters.
This is an age-old message
repurposed for the digital
era, the notion of Kaliyuga
in Hindu tradition, which
is always imagined in the
present as a breach of so-
cial and gender hierarchy
and order.

Mr. Modi’s message ap-
pears to be landing well
among the segment it is ad-
dressed to. The WhatsApp
generation, going by anec-
dotal examples one can

In Modi’s outreach to Gen Z, parents are the key target

Varghese K. George
NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi 
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In response to frequent at-
tempts by China to rename
some places in Arunachal
Pradesh, India on Friday
formally identi�ed 27 plac-
es — including land, pass-
es, a lake and a monument
— in the border State by
their standard names on
the o�cial Indian map.

“Identifying them for-
mally on the Survey of In-
dia map of Arunachal Pra-
desh is aimed at facilitating
their accurate recognition
and better awareness
among the public at large,”
the Union Home Ministry
said in a statement.

The 27 locations formal-
ly marked on the o�cial
map include Long Ju locat-
ed along the Line of Actual
Control, which was one of
the earliest �ashpoints bet

ween India and China in
1959 when Chinese forces
entered the area.

The list also includes Bi-
sa village, a strategically
important high-altitude
mountain pass in the
region.

One of the most strateg-
ically important high-alti-
tude passes, Thag La,
where one of the opening
battles between Indian and
Chinese forces took place
in 1962, has also been for-
mally identi�ed on the o�-
cial map.

‘Baseless narratives’
India has been dismissing
Chinese e�orts to assign
“�ctitious names” to In-
dian territory, asserting
such attempts to create
“baseless narratives” can-
not alter “undeniable reali-
ty” and could derail e�orts
to normalise bilateral ties.

India formally names
27 places in Arunachal
Pradesh on o�cial map

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI
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T
he government’s decision to allow banks
and payment processors to levy a charge
on UPI transactions, while still pending,

has already led to several policy questions. No of-
�cial decision has yet been announced, but the
preparations are apparent. The only o�cial
change that has been made is the amendment to
the Payment and Settlements Systems Act that
will now allow the government to notify which
types of transactions can attract a charge. This
was done through the Taxation and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, which was passed in the
Lok Sabha recently without a debate. Before this
law, UPI and RuPay debit card transactions were
expressly exempt from any charges. Government
sources say that the charge could be allowed only
for transactions conducted by large merchants
with turnovers of more than ₹1 crore-₹1.5 crore
and for transactions above ₹2,000 in value. This
would limit the charge to only about 5% of all UPI
transactions. However, the amended law gives
the government the ability to widen this scope.
The fear also is that merchants will pass this cost
on to consumers, who will move back to cash,
which remains free to use. That said, the issue
must also be looked at from the point of view of
the payment ecosystem. UPI was made free in
2020. The payments players have argued that
they have been bearing the cost of maintaining
and running UPI since then. As Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra recently
said, “somebody has to pay” for UPI. Presuma-
bly, he meant that “somebody” should no longer
be the payment processors or banks.

However, the burden of the cost has not solely
been borne by these players. Taxpayers are alrea-
dy bearing some of it. In 2021, the government in-
troduced a scheme where it paid these payment
processors and banks a subsidy to partially cover
the cost of processing transactions up to ₹2,000
done by small merchants. The government has
already paid about ₹11,349 crore on this, with
another ₹2,000 crore budgeted for 2026-27. The
question is whether consumers and merchants
should be asked to pay an additional charge
when some of their taxes are already being used
for this purpose. There is also some anger over
the perception that the government pushed peo-
ple towards UPI through demonetisation, only to
now allow it to become chargeable. Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman has argued that such a
charge will help payment players invest more on
infrastructure, innovation, and security. The RBI
has the resources to pay for UPI’s development.
Using this would entail a small reduction in the
vast surplus that it transfers to the Centre each
year, but it would save the government from an
increasingly unpopular decision.

Pay wall
Removing UPI’s free nature will not only

be unpopular but also unfair

T
here was little room for the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)’s interest rate-setting com-
mittee to manoeuvre during its meeting

in early August. Elevated global crude prices over
the past few months had already pushed retail in-
�ation beyond the central bank’s 4% target, with
headline CPI rising to 4.38% in June, the highest
in the current CPI series. While the outcome was
a foregone conclusion, leading the RBI to keep
the repo rate unchanged at 5.25% for the fourth
consecutive meeting, RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra’s post-MPC statement suggests that the cen-
tral bank’s principal concern has, for some time
now, been containing the fallout of mounting ge-
opolitical uncertainties on India’s macroeconom-
ic fundamentals. The recent dollar-rupee swap
and the decision to absorb the hedging cost on
fresh Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) de-
posits are clear indications of the RBI’s focus. The
objective is twofold: to maintain adequate dom-
estic liquidity as the rupee weakens amid capital
out�ows, while shoring up foreign exchange re-
serves as the merchandise import bill swells on
the back of elevated crude prices. Foreign ex-
change reserves have now climbed close to $700
billion, while FCNR(B) deposits have risen to
around $40 billion and are expected to grow
further before the scheme closes. The rupee,
which until recently was the worst-performing
Asian currency, has recovered to around ₹95.

However, the MPC’s assessment that in�ation-
ary pressures are not yet broad-based and remain
largely con�ned to food and fuel may prove pre-
mature. Higher fuel costs have a�ected sectors
including transport, food, travel, and tourism. In-
�ation in transport services more than doubled
to 4.31% in June from 1.75% in May. Although the
Centre cut commercial LPG prices for a second
consecutive month in July, it is unrealistic to ex-
pect restaurants and eateries to pass on these
savings immediately. Passenger vehicle manufac-
turers have also raised prices this year, re�ecting
higher input and logistics costs. While U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has indicated a possible
truce and a durable arrangement to secure navi-
gation through the Strait of Hormuz, the Ukraine
war continues to threaten supplies from Russia,
India’s largest crude supplier. Even so, the RBI’s
decision to prioritise growth while remaining al-
ert to in�ationary pressures from global supply
shocks is underpinned by India’s relatively strong
domestic fundamentals. Merchandise exports
grew 15.5% year-on-year in June, consumption
demand has remained resilient, and public and
private investments continue to strengthen. Go-
vernor Malhotra’s assertion that future policy de-
cisions will remain “data dependent” and that
the RBI will adopt a “wait-and-watch” approach
is arguably the most prudent course.

Prudent approach
The RBI did well to hold interest rates,

but in�ationary pressures remain

T
he evolution of public administration
has reached a critical juncture today.
The sheer complexity of modern
governance has outpaced the legacy

tools traditionally used to manage it. Kerala has
long enjoyed a distinguished reputation built
upon its enduring strengths: a highly educated
citizenry, robust public institutions, and an
enlightened tradition of public discourse. Yet,
these historic achievements risk being
undermined if the State’s administrative
machinery continues to rely on fragmented
information �ows, delayed reporting, and rigid,
department-centric silos.

In an era de�ned by real-time data analytics,
arti�cial intelligence (AI), and systems-level
coordination, relying on annual reports and
retrospective reviews is no longer just an
operational ine�ciency; it has become a
structural hazard. Upgrading these systems is not
an exercise in technocratic ambition, but rather a
fundamental requirement for institutional
credibility, �scal discipline, and responsible
statecraft.

Across Kerala’s administrative ecosystem, most
departments continue to design, execute, and
evaluate their public schemes within narrow,
isolated boundaries. Key sectors such as health,
power, local self-government, social welfare,
�nance, agriculture, and education operate with
incompatible reporting formats and disconnected
review cycles. Crucially, the overwhelming
majority of these programmes lack real-time
monitoring. Regulatory leakages, cost overruns,
bene�ciary exclusion, and execution delays are
discovered months after the fact, when corrective
intervention is both administratively expensive
and politically constrained. Fiscal leakages go
undetected across departmental lines, policy
failures are identi�ed only after public resources
are completely exhausted, and administrative
accountability shifts to merely explaining errors
away. For a State that prides itself on exceptional
human development outcomes, this structural
vulnerability is inexcusable.

Modern public policy does not operate in
isolation; it functions as a highly interconnected
web of cause and e�ect. A rural housing scheme
directly alters electricity demand; energy pricing
reshapes household economics. These economic
shifts subsequently in�uence nutrition and
community health outcomes, which ultimately
dictate workforce productivity and long-term
�scal capacity. When administrative departments
optimise solely for their individual mandates, the
State loses its ability to anticipate or manage
these critical second-order e�ects.

A real-time digital nervous system
This is precisely where AI-powered governance
dashboard becomes a strategic necessity. Such a
platform is far from a cosmetic overlay of digital
charts and super�cial indicators; it functions as a

living institutional nervous system. By integrating
live data streams from all departments, public
utilities, and local bodies, it can track public
programmes end-to-end, from the initial budget
allocation and fund release to ground-level
execution and actual bene�ciary outcomes.
Machine-learning models can automatically �ag
anomalies, delays, cost escalations, and
implementation gaps as they occur, providing
predictive alerts that allow leadership to
intervene before an administrative hitch escalates
into a public crisis. This approach transitions
informed decision-making from a distant
aspiration into a daily institutional discipline.

The true value of this integrated digital
architecture becomes apparent when it is applied
systematically across core administrative sectors.
In public health, real-time monitoring of hospital
capacity, medicine inventories, ambulance
response times, and disease surveillance can
actively prevent system overloads rather than just
document them after a crisis. AI-driven alerts can
detect emerging public health stress at the
district and panchayat levels, enabling rapid,
localised interventions. Similarly, within the
power and energy sector, integrating data on
electricity generation, distribution losses, subsidy
�ows, and rooftop solar adoption onto a single
platform, allows energy policy to be managed as
a dynamic �scal and infrastructure system,
safeguarding grid stability and mitigating
�nancial drain.

This transparency is equally vital for Kerala’s
celebrated decentralised governance model.
Local self-government institutions can leverage
these dashboards to track project execution, fund
utilisation, and citizen grievance resolution
timelines, ensuring that local autonomy is
matched by clear visibility. In the domain of
social welfare, where multiple schemes
frequently target the same households through
di�erent departments, real-time database
reconciliation can instantly �ag duplication or
unwarranted exclusions, ensuring welfare
spending remains e�cient. Finally, in public
�nance, moving away from delayed �nancial
reconciliation toward live visibility of treasury
cash �ows and committed liabilities directly
reinforces �scal discipline and state credibility.

Towards results
This shift fundamentally transforms a political
culture where review meetings have historically
functioned as retrospective rituals characterised
by static presentations and selective indicators.
An automated dashboard alters this dynamic by
making performance continuous, visible, and
cross-institutional. Responsibility moves from
episodic justi�cation to real-time ownership.
Public o�cers receive structural protection
through objective, unmanipulated data, while
senior political leadership gains high-level clarity
without resorting to micromanagement. Far from

weakening the civil service, this system actively
strengthens public institutions.

State ownership matters
To ensure that this transformation is credible, the
reform must be anchored in a concrete,
State-owned digital architecture. Though there is
a strong case for decentralised governance, and
those who generate data must continue to “own”
it, senior leadership will need a uni�ed oversight
to interpret live feeds, highlight deviations from
targets, simulate the downstream impact of
proposed policy adjustments, and recommend
evidence-based course corrections. This
architecture would collapse the time lag that
routinely paralyses governance, centralising
operational visibility while keeping execution
authority properly distributed. 

To ensure that this advanced technological
framework strengthens democracy rather than
unsettling it, robust legal and institutional
guardrails are mandatory. All data must remain
the sovereign property of Kerala, held in trust for
its citizens and managed in compliance with
Indian data protection laws. Every AI-generated
alert or policy recommendation must be fully
auditable, preserving clear decision logs for
statutory oversight, vigilance reviews, and
legislative scrutiny. In democratic governance,
algorithmic transparency is a necessity, ensuring
that executive e�ciency never erodes legislative
authority or constitutional balance.

Furthermore, layered over existing
infrastructure such as the e-Kerala systems
embedded across village o�ces, this real-time
awareness acts as a vital safeguard for State
resources. By interfacing lawfully with secure
national data veri�cation systems, the State can
seamlessly authenticate bene�ciary eligibility,
track the end-to-end delivery of subsidies, and
align property records to close long-standing
loopholes in revenue leakage. When identity,
entitlement, and transaction data converge under
strict legal oversight, �scal pilferage becomes
structurally di�cult, protecting the State from
systemic �nancial strain.

The cost of administrative inaction in an
increasingly digitised world is exceptionally high.
Bureaucratic morale su�ers when o�cers are
forced into defensive post-hoc explanations
rather than proactive problem-solving.

Transitioning to an AI-driven governance
model would signal that public funds are treated
as sacred capital, and that democratic
administration can be both deeply humane and
technologically precise. It bridges the gap
between political intent and actual delivery,
turning the ideal of collective administrative
responsibility into a measurable, 21st-century
reality. And once again, Kerala could set a model
for the rest of India in how AI can be channelled
constructively to improve democratic
governance, rather than undermine it.

Kerala can become India’s model AI governance State

Shashi Tharoor
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Annual reports
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enough and
Arti�cial
Intelligence can
make the State
a model for
smarter
governance

T
he Trump administration’s latest tari�s on
several trading partners, including India,
are widely seen as another trade dispute.

That interpretation misses the larger picture.
Alongside growing demands for greater
burden-sharing, tighter technology restrictions
and a more reciprocal approach to international
partnerships, the tari�s re�ect a broader shift in
American statecraft. Washington is increasingly
judging partners and competitors through the
lens of national interest rather than strategic
convergence. The immediate impact will be felt in
trade negotiations; the more enduring
implications are strategic. They signal a changing
American approach to alliances and partnerships
with important implications for India.

This approach re�ects what the Trump
administration describes as ‘�exible realism’.
Unlike the post-Cold War liberal international
order, this approach places national interest at
the centre of American foreign policy. It treats
trade, technology, industrial policy, and security
as integrated instruments of statecraft.
Partnerships are judged less by shared values or
historical goodwill than by the tangible strategic
and economic value they deliver. Rather than
signalling a retreat from global engagement, it
recalibrates how the United States pursues its
interests in an increasingly competitive
international environment.

The China factor
It is useful to recall the strategic logic that has
underpinned the India-United States partnership
over the past decade. With China’s emergence as
Washington’s principal strategic competitor, India
assumed growing strategic importance in the
U.S.’s calculations. Defence cooperation
expanded, the Quad gained momentum,
technology partnerships deepened, and
supply-chain resilience became a shared priority.
While democratic values provided a favourable
political backdrop, it was the convergence of
strategic interests driven by China’s rise that gave
the partnership its real momentum. For both

New Delhi and Washington, managing the
geopolitical consequences of a more powerful
China became the principal driver of bilateral
cooperation. This shift in American statecraft
does not diminish India’s strategic importance,
but it does rede�ne the basis on which that
importance will be judged. Strategic convergence
with the U.S. remains important, but it can no
longer be assumed to be the principal driver of
the relationship. Washington is increasingly likely
to assess even close partners through the lens of
reciprocal economic bene�t, technological
capability, and strategic contribution.
Consequently, India can no longer assume that
intensifying U.S.-China competition will, by itself,
continue to enhance its strategic relevance. The
partnership must increasingly rest on what India
brings to the table than on China’s rise alone.

The next phase
The more signi�cant implication of this evolving
approach is that it rede�nes the nature of
strategic partnerships. The �rst phase of the
India-U.S. relationship was shaped by strategic
convergence driven by China’s rise. The next
phase will increasingly depend on strategic
complementarity, with each country expected to
contribute capabilities that reinforce the other.
Defence cooperation, critical technologies,
resilient supply chains, and advanced
manufacturing will matter not merely because
they help manage China’s rise, but because they
strengthen the resilience and competitiveness of
both economies. The India-U.S. partnership is
therefore evolving from one de�ned primarily by
a shared strategic challenge to one sustained by
mutual strategic value. Far from weakening the
relationship, this evolution could make it more
balanced and resilient.

If �exible realism encourages Washington to
rely on stronger and more capable partners, it
also creates greater space for India’s strategic
agency. A more economically competitive,
technologically advanced, and militarily capable
India is not only a more valuable partner for the

U.S. but also better positioned to pursue its own
strategic interests. The relationship can therefore
evolve from one shaped primarily by China’s rise
to one anchored in India’s capabilities and
strategic contribution.

For India, this evolution reinforces rather than
weakens the relevance of strategic autonomy. In
the emerging international environment,
strategic autonomy is not about maintaining
equal distance from competing powers; it is
about preserving the ability to make independent
choices based on India’s own interests. That also
means that India’s approach to China should
increasingly be guided by its own long-term
strategic calculations rather than by the trajectory
of U.S.-China relations. In practice, this requires a
strategy of multi-alignment: strengthening the
strategic partnership with the U.S., managing
competition and cooperation with China on
India’s own terms, and deepening strategic,
economic, and technological partnerships with
the European Union, Japan, and Global South.

Looking ahead
The India-U.S. partnership is entering a new
phase. During the past decade, its momentum
was driven by a shared response to China’s rise.
That strategic convergence will remain
important, but it will no longer be su�cient on its
own. In this emerging strategic environment,
enduring partnerships will increasingly be built
on capability, reciprocity, and strategic value. For
India, this carries a broader strategic lesson.
India’s strategic relevance must increasingly �ow
from its own economic dynamism, technological
capabilities, defence preparedness, and
diplomatic in�uence. The challenge, therefore, is
not merely to remain relevant in Washington’s
strategic calculus, but to build the capabilities
that make it an indispensable partner. That would
not only strengthen the India-U.S. partnership
but also reinforce India’s strategic autonomy in an
increasingly contested world.

The views expressed are personal

The changing logic of the India-U.S. partnership
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Ensure debate

The repeated disruptions in
Parliament are
disappointing as they
prevent meaningful
discussions on issues that
directly a�ect citizens.
Parliament is meant to be a
forum where di�erent views
are expressed through

deserves greater
recognition. There must be
better promotion and
awareness of handloom
products.

Masanam Renuka Bhavani,
Hyderabad

Exceptional craft

It was through this daily
that I learned about the
handloom weaver from
Telangana who presented a
silk sari, small enough to fit
inside a matchbox, to the
Sri Bhramaramba
Mallikarjuna Swamy
Temple. Such craftsmanship

Parliament must function
e�ectively and uphold the
spirit of democracy.
Respectful debate,
accountability, and
cooperation are essential
for the institution to truly
serve the people.

Vinayak M. Rayla,
Aurangabad, Maharashtra

remain unwilling to
cooperate, public
confidence in democratic
institutions su�ers. People
expect their elected
representatives to focus on
governance rather than
political confrontation. With
several important national
issues demanding attention,

debate, not a place where
proceedings come to a
standstill. The Opposition
has an important
responsibility to question
the government, while the
government must be willing
to address concerns and
engage in constructive
dialogue. When both sides
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I
n the heart of Dhanana village, in Harya-
na’s Bhiwani district, where most houses
have unplastered brick walls, one conspic-
uously stands out. It is a sprawling kothi or

bungalow, just a stone’s throw away from the bus
stop. A temple spire rises from its courtyard,
reaching for the grey sky.

It is the overcast morning of August 4. Two
days earlier, the curtains had come down on the
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland. In-
side the kothi, there is no time to wait for the sun.
Despite a light drizzle, two painters stand on lad-
ders on opposite corners of the compound,
brushes in hand. They have a day to complete
their work. Sakshi Chaudhary is coming home,
with a gold medal.

Inside the baithak (sitting room), there is plen-
ty of commotion. Sakshi’s father, Manoj Dhanda,
a farmer, is pacing, phone glued to his ear. He is
trying to �nalise a Haryana cabinet minister for
the felicitation.

A few feet away, his friend Wazir Singh, a form-
er serviceman, is negotiating with a local Ragini
singer — a folk art form that blends poetry, story-
telling, and music. Ticking o� his list, he says,
“500 chairs for the elders. Ladoos, jalebis, hot
tea, co�ee, and paneer pakoras for everyone.”

In the corner, Kaptan Ghanghas, a brick kiln
owner, is multitasking. Shouting instructions to a
man nearby, he says, “I want 150 banners. All up
by tomorrow. I want the entire 20 kilometre-
route [from Bhiwani city to Dhanana] covered.”

He then picks up his phone and asks in the
same authoritative tone, “How many bikes? How
many tractors? Talk to all the academies nearby. I
need numbers.”

Hundreds of motorcycles, tractors, and cars
have been arranged for the procession for Sakshi
and Priya Ghanghas, also a gold medallist from
the same village. Invitations have been sent to all
84 khap panchayats.

India’s record-breaking boxing campaign at
the 2026 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow,
which culminated in 10 medals — seven gold and
three silver — was powered by an unlikely but fa-
miliar force: Bhiwani, popularly known as India’s
Mini Cuba of boxing. Four of these gold medals
were won by women nurtured in the town’s cele-
brated boxing culture: Sakshi Chaudhary (51 kg),
Preeti Sai Pawar (54 kg), Jaismine Lamboria (57
kg), and Priya Ghanghas (60 kg).

A smiling Wazir sums up the mood: “Our
daughters are our VIPs.”

A dream realised a generation later

For Sakshi, the road to Commonwealth glory be-
gan 14 years ago when she was just 12 years old.

Manoj still remembers the day he took Sakshi
and her elder brother Aman, now a Captain in
the Indian Army, to a Haryana government talent
identi�cation programme designed to spot sport-
ing talent at an early age. “She scored a perfect 21
out of 21 points,” he recalls with pride. “At the
time, every youngster in Bhiwani wanted to be-
come the next Vijender Singh (who won a bronze
medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympics). Sakshi too
caught the boxing bug.”

Choosing the sport changed her life. Now an
Indian Army havaldar, Sakshi produced one of
the �nest performances of her career in Glasgow.
Facing England’s Ruby White in the 51-kg �nal,
the Indian dominated all three rounds with com-
posure and aggression, ending Ruby’s unbeaten
streak of 68 consecutive �ghts.

“We spoke to Sakshi a day before the �nal,”
says Manoj. “She told us she would give it her
best shot. We watched every second of the bout
with bated breath. When the referee raised her
hand, what we felt is beyond words.”

Sitting quietly behind her husband, her face
covered with a veil, Sakshi’s mother Sheila says
that following her daughter’s career has taught
her a surprising amount about boxing. “I know
terms like knockout, charging, uppercut, and
hook,” she says, shyly.

Sport has always been close to Sheila’s heart.
As a teenager, she played kabaddi. Her father’s
friend, the Haryana wrestler Chandgi Ram, tried
to convince her family to allow her to take up
wrestling, but they never agreed.

Today, Sheila feels that her own unful�lled
sporting dream has been realised through her
daughter. “I’m just waiting to hug her,” she says,
her voice choking with emotion.

Channeling the energy

Priya’s family eagerly awaits the return of the
youngest of Haryana’s four women boxing gold
medallists. The family recently moved from Dha-
nana to Dabra Colony in Bhiwani, where prepa-
rations to welcome their champion are in full
swing. A cake sits ready on the table.

Her mother, Meera, recalls the emotional mo-
ment when she and her husband, Mahender, a
stone crusher contractor, received Priya at Del-
hi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport in the
early hours of August 4. “I had prepared churma

(mashed up roti in ghee and jaggery) for her,”
Meera says. “She was happy to eat it after return-
ing home.”

According to her family, Priya and her elder
brother Neeraj were so energetic and mischie-
vous that their parents channelled their bound-
less energy into sport. “It turned out to be the
best decision we made,” says Meera.

Bright, disciplined, and eager to learn, Priya
impressed her coach immediately. Within just
two days of training, the coach told the family
that the girl had the potential to go far.

That prediction came true. At just 20, Priya
has won a gold at the Commonwealth Games.
Her success has also brought �nancial stability to
the family, with Priya joining the Indian Railways
in October 2025.

Meera says many talented athletes do not get
the opportunities that her daughter received
eventually. “There is little support before players
become successful,” she says. “I know many ta-
lented children who had to quit boxing because
their families simply couldn’t a�ord the expens-

es. The government helps only after a player wins
major tournaments.”

The girls who bring glory

For a region long associated with one of India’s
most skewed sex ratios, Bhiwani and neighbour-
ing Charkhi Dadri are now telling a di�erent sto-
ry. In 2011, Bhiwani had 886 females per 1,000
males, compared with the national average of
943. Today, daughters are increasingly seen not
as a burden, but as a source of pride.

“People are focusing more on their daughters
than their sons,” says Sheila. “They have realised
that girls can often achieve more if they are given
the right opportunities. They can become doc-
tors, engineers, and bring glory to the country
through sports.” In contrast, she worries that ma-
ny young boys are falling prey to drug addiction.

Few people have witnessed the change more
closely than Kaptan, who credits Manoj with
planting the seeds of a boxing revolution. “It was
Sakshi’s father who convinced many families to
send their daughters to the boxing ring,” he says.
“This year, two girls from our village have be-
come Commonwealth champions. In 2022, Nitu
Ghanghas won gold at the 2022 Commonwealth
Games. If our village is producing champions to-
day, a large share of that credit belongs to him.”

Wazir says a public felicitation for Sakshi and
the other champions is being planned to not just
honour them, but also to inspire the next genera-
tion. “If these girls can do it, then the daughters
of every family here can do it,” he says. “The mes-
sage to parents is simple: support your daughters
and give them every opportunity possible.”

Jagdish Singh, founder of the Bhiwani Boxing
Club that produced Olympic medallist Vijender
Singh and others, says every medal won by a fe-
male boxer attracts more girls to the sport. “After
Nitu won the gold in 2022, the number of girls
joining the club surged,” he says. “Vijender’s
Olympic bronze was the �rst big turning point.”

At his club, boys and girls now train in nearly
equal numbers. He also runs a hostel for 20 girls;
16 of them currently stay there.

Singh, who coached Sakshi, expects another
spike after these Games. “More girls will now take
up boxing as a career,” he says.

Vijender Singh says all the �ve Bhiwani gold
medallists — four women and Sachin Siwach —
are from nearby villages: Mittathal, Dhanana,
and Badesara. “Most of them in these villages
want to escape poverty and make a name. That
hunger is what drives Bhiwani boxing,” he
explains.

Family legacy

Jaismine Lamboria, the third woman gold medal-
list from Bhiwani, believes that the biggest chal-
lenge for many girls begins long before they step
into a ring. “Unlike boys, who often simply in-
form their families about their ambitions, girls
frequently have to seek permission to play, travel,
and pursue their dreams,” she says. Social expec-
tations and family concerns, she adds, can be

barriers long before training even begins.
At the same time, she sees encouraging signs

of change. “Families are becoming more suppor-
tive, women are receiving greater opportunities,
and institutions are opening more doors for fe-
male athletes,” she says. These developments,
she believes, show that the playing �eld is gra-
dually becoming equal.

The �rst woman boxer to join the Indian Ar-
my, 25-year-old Jaismine comes from a family
steeped in boxing. Her great-grandfather, Cap-
tain Hawa Singh, won the National Champion-
ships for 11 consecutive years, while her uncles,
Sandeep and Parvinder, are international boxers.

When she �rst shared her ambition with her
mother while in Class 8, the family had some con-
cerns, but they never discouraged her. Her uncle
convinced them that if athletes such as Sakshi
Malik and P.V. Sindhu could bring glory to the
country, Jaismine could do the same. With a
coach in the family, her boxing journey took o�.

But Jaismine’s rise was not smooth. Before the
Commonwealth Games, she battled a prolonged
illness that left her with recurring fever for
weeks, disrupting her training and causing signif-
icant weight loss. She had little time to prepare
for the competition. Yet, she fought her way to
the �nal, where she defeated a seasoned former
Commonwealth champion to claim gold. “For
me, the focus was never on my opponent’s repu-
tation but on giving my best in the ring,” she says.

She has a message for aspiring women boxers:
“You are second to none. Choose your dream,
keep moving forward, and never stop until you
achieve it. Always remember, you are strong.”

Reluctant athlete

As a teenager, Preeti Sai Pawar wanted to focus
on academics. She never imagined that boxing
would become her life’s calling.

Preeti’s family moved from Badesara village in
Bhiwani to Meham in Rohtak to provide better
educational and training opportunities for their
children. The daughter of a Haryana Police Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector, Preeti initially resisted boxing
despite constant encouragement from her father
and her coach, Vinod Pawar.

“I kept telling my father that I would rather
study,” she recalls. “The training was painful and
my limbs would ache. But gradually, I started en-
joying it.”

The turning point came in 2019 when she
clinched her �rst gold medal at the school nation-
als. “That was when I realised that I wanted to
pursue boxing seriously,” she says.

After winning bronze at the 2022 Asian Games
and representing India at the Paris Olympics in
2024, she won a gold at the Asian Boxing Elite
Championships in March 2026. At the Common-
wealth Games, she showcased tactical maturity,
dominating her Canadian opponent with aggres-
sive yet calculated boxing. After comfortably win-
ning the opening two rounds, she entered the �-
nal round with con�dence, experimenting with
new skills and sealing a comfortable victory.

Her performances have also earned her a rare
distinction o� the ring. Last December, Preeti be-
came the �rst woman boxer to be directly recruit-
ed into the Indian Army as a Junior Commis-
sioned O�cer (naib subedar). “Representing the
Army gives me immense pride,” she says.

Preeti is in the �nal year of her B.Sc. pro-
gramme in Health and Physical Education at
Lovely Professional University, which has sup-
ported her by facilitating online examinations
during competitions.

The four women boxers have overcome un-
ique challenges, but they now share one dream:
to make it to the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028.

ashok.kumar@thehindu.co.in

Sakshi Chaudhary, Preeti Pawar, and Priya Ghanghas after winning gold medals in boxing at the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

Haryana’s golden girls
Four women from Haryana’s Bhiwani, known as India’s Mini Cuba of boxing, won gold at the Commonwealth

Games in Glasgow. Their victories are especially signi�cant in a district long associated with one of India’s most

skewed sex ratios. Ashok Kumar traces their journeys of grit, the barriers they overcame, the people who

inspired them, and how their success is reshaping attitudes towards girls

Most of
them in
these
villages want
to escape
poverty and
make a
name. That
hunger is
what drives
Bhiwani
boxing.

VIJENDER
SINGH
Olympic medallist
in boxing

Gold medalist Jaismine Lamboria with her parents at their home in Bhiwani district of Haryana. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

I know many talented children who had to
quit boxing because their families simply
couldn’t a�ord the expenses. The
government helps only after a player wins
major tournaments.

MEERA
Mother of Priya Ghanghas
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K
avya S., a housewife at BTM Layout in
Bengaluru, bought a 26-kg bag of So-
na Masoori rice in June for ₹1,560.
“This month the cost for the same

quantity in the same shop was ₹1,950,” she rued.
Radha Shinde, a resident from Vijayanagar in the
city, said the second quality bullet rice that she
bought last month was ₹1,600 for 26 kg, which is
now ₹1,750. “I had to adjust by dropping some
pulses from the grocery list,” she explained. Ab-
dul Gafoor, a resident of J.C. Nagar, buys the exot-
ic Jeera Fine variety of rice to cook only special
dishes during weekends. “It now costs ₹285 per
kg. A month ago, I bought it for ₹255,” he said.

The prices of all varieties of rice in Bengaluru’s
retail market have gone up by anywhere between
₹10 and ₹15, even higher for the more exotic va-
rieties. Traders in the city say the upward trend is
unlikely to change immediately, given the pre-
vailing conditions on the agricultural �elds and
in the market.

De�cit rainfall in June and July due to El Nino,
the impact of the West Asia war, and some local
factors have all pushed up the prices of various
rice varieties. Rice, a water-intensive crop and a
staple across south India, has been impacted
hard by poor monsoon in June-July and plum-
metting reservoir levels. Though rain has revived
in some parts in August, too much time has been
lost, say farmers and experts. About 90% of the
paddy is grown during the kharif season from
June to October in Karnataka.

Technical
snag adds 
to woes

About 500
km from Ben-
galuru, in the
�elds of Rai-
chur and
Koppal, key
rice growing
areas irrigat-
ed by the
Tungabhadra
Left Bank
Main Canal,

farmers are despondent for two reasons — de-
layed and de�cit monsoon and technical snags
that have cropped up just when the rains revived
in August. The region remained dry in June and
July. Although rainfall has revived in August and
reservoir levels have improved, a breach near
Mile 46 in Koppal district is delaying the release
of water into the Tungabhadra Left Bank Main
Canal, further a�ecting the kharif cycle.

The region is renowned for producing premi-
um Sona Masoori rice, which is widely consumed
not just across India but also exported to Sri Lan-
ka, West Asia, several African nations, and other
international destinations. This year, however,
agricultural experts are advising cultivators to
shift to less water-intensive crops such as jowar
wherever possible.

Ideally, paddy transplantation should have
been completed during July. Delayed transplan-
tation not only reduces yield but also a�ects
grain quality, thereby impacting the premium va-
lue of the rice produced in the region. According

to Chamarasa Malipatil, honorary president of
the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha and a farm-
er leader from Manvi in Raichur district, this
year’s production loss is almost inevitable.

Less than 30% of sowing

According to data from the Karnataka State De-
partment of Agriculture (KSDA), only 2.02 lakh
hectares sowing has been completed as against
the target of 10 lakh hectares during the kharif
season. Sowing of seeds or transplantation of
saplings for cultivation of paddy has not even
completed 30% of the total target.

Last year, the target was more than 10.63
lakh hectares, of which sowing on 9.13 lakh hec-
tares was achieved in the kharif season, 0.23
lakh hectares in the rabi season, and 2.34 lakh
hectares during the summer season. Overall, a
total of 11.07 lakh hectares was achieved at the
end of �nancial year 2025-26. Around 56.23
lakh tonnes of paddy was produced and 4,904
kg of paddy cultivated per hectare.     

The data from Karnataka State Natural Disas-
ter Management Authority (KSDMA) showed
that the State recorded 357 mm of rainfall as
against the normal 506 mm between June 1 and
August 4, representing a departure of -28% and
classi�ed under the de�cit category.

Most regions where paddy is cultivated in large
quantities, including Raichur, Yadgiri, Ballari,
Shivamogga, Mandya, and Mysuru, recorded
large rainfall de�cit. Agronomists and farmers
across the State said that it is unlikely to achieve
the target by the end of this month.

Mr. Malipatil said that nursery saplings that are
available today are nearly two-and-a-half months
old. Ideally, paddy should be transplanted using
30 to 35-day-old seedlings. “Aged seedlings can-
not produce the same yield. Even if water reach-
es the �elds now, the productivity will come
down substantially,” he said. “Worse, most farm-
ers did not even raise nursery beds this year be-
cause the government had announced that water
from reservoirs would not be released for irriga-
tion owing to poor storage. Only farmers who
had access to borewells or other alternative water
sources prepared nurseries. Those seedlings are
not su�cient to cover the vast command area.”

Poor stock in mills

While the future is not promising on the �elds, in
Bengaluru, Manjunath G., a rice trader on Millers
Road, said that poor stock of paddy with the rice
mills as well as farmers, and anticipation of poor
arrivals owing to de�cit rains this year, have
pushed up prices in the past 15 to 20 days.

Manoj Jain, another rice trader in K.R. Market,
said, “The price of rice will increase further in
the coming days due to more demand and less
stock. Hence, many are buying large quantities
and stocking up.” Hoarding is only further push-
ing prices.

Shivakumar, general secretary, Karnataka
State Rice Mills Association, said that they get
paddy from Raichur, Ballari, Gangavati, Kampli,
Siraguppa, and districts in Malnad region and
Mandya. “Most of the available paddy stock was
converted into rice in the mills in Karnataka and
exported between January and April. Farmers
sold o� all their stock during this time assuming
they can grow paddy this year.”

H.S. Basavarajappa, a farmer from Shivamog-
ga, explained that small and marginal farmers
across the State lack facilities like a godown and
sell o� everything to the rice mills. Only a handful
keep stock of paddy awaiting better prices. “Oth-
er farmers like me also buy 25-kg bags of rice
from retail shops.”

Another reason for the shortage in stocks of
paddy was the damaged crest gates of the Tun-
gabhadra dam that were replaced by Karnataka
and Telangana in June 2026, he added. With gate
number 19 washed away in 2024, the amount of
water stored in the dams was low. As a result, ma-
ny farmers could not cultivate paddy during the
kharif season last year too. The Tungabhadra irri-
gation system supports nearly 12.1 lakh acres
across Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na, including about 8.7 lakh acres in Karnataka
alone. Ramesh Chandra Lahoti, member of Fed-
eration of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FKCCI), further explained that
poor planning by government was another key
reason for the shortage. “There are two reasons
behind the increase in the prices of rice in the

market — the rainfall situation and the war. Dur-
ing the West Asia war, rice was exported twice to
Sri Lanka, West Asia, and other countries, from
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and other States.
Usually, every year, it is exported only once. The
Centre and the State should have planned the ex-
ports well keeping El Nino and its impact in
mind. These countries majorly demand the Sona
steamed rice variety and Sona Masoori which is
grown in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.”

Two methods of cultivation

G.R. Denesh, professor of Agronomy and Scheme
Head at All India Coordinated Research Projects
(Rice) run by Indian Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), explained that there are two meth-
ods followed by farmers in Karnataka for paddy
cultivation. Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) method is a
modern method where seeds are sown straight
into the �elds. It involves skipping the method of
making nurseries and moving small plants, and
saves 30 to 50% water. “However, this method is
followed by only a small percentage of farmers,”
he said.

“Another method is transplantation, popularly
known as the naati method. It involves tran-
splanting saplings and requires large quantities of
water, as water has to remain stagnant in the
�elds. Usually, during El Niño years, agricultural
scientists, institutions and even State govern-
ments advise farmers to opt for the DSR method.
However, it is not easy to make the switch. Paddy
being a water-intensive crop requires at least
4,500 to 5,000 litres of water for 1 kg of paddy
cultivation,” he pointed out.

In Karnataka, another 25 to 30 days are left for
sowing or transplanting, and the State govern-
ment should take an immediate decision to re-
lease water from various dams for irrigation to
salvage the situation, he suggested.

Concurring with the expert, Sudheer Kumar, a
farmer in Mandya, explained, “So far, many
farmers in Mandya district had not sown seeds or
transplanted saplings. But after receiving rains
recently, farmers have started the process with
the water available from their borewells. Howev-
er, borewell water is not su�cient. Now, we are
waiting for the government to decide soon and
release water from dams. Harangi and Kabini
dams have su�cient water. The gods should bless
farmers with rain for another 20 to 25 days.”

But for farmers like Basavarajappa, there is no
hope even now. He said that no sowing or tran-
splanting process had been done in the Malnad
areas fed by water from the Bhadra reservoir.
“Since the water levels are low in Bhadra, farm-
ers are not likely to cultivate paddy for the kharif
season,” he said.

Mohan Gowda, a farmer from Mandya,
stressed the government’s role in making good
the losses su�ered by farmers. “They must pro-
vide �nancial relief and increase the minimum
support price. At present, it is only ₹2,441 per
quintal which is not close to recovering the ex-
penses. The cost of seeds, labour and pesticides
have also increased recently. The basic price of 1
kg of seeds ranges from ₹650 to ₹700,” he said.

No decision on water for irrigation

Speaking to The Hindu, Ramalinga Reddy, Minis-
ter for Major and Medium Irrigation for Karnata-
ka, said, “The government is aware that the in-
�ow into the Tungabhadra dam has increased.
We will soon convene a meeting of the Irrigation
Consultative Committee and take a decision on
the release of water for irrigation.”

However, in the Krishnaraja Sagar reservoir,
the water level is still not even 50%, he said.
“Hence for now, our priority is drinking water.
Therefore, we are �lling lakes and other sources
with the in�ow of water.”

Meanwhile, water from the Almatti dam on the
borders of Vijayapura and Bagalkot districts as
well as water from the Narayanapur dam in Yad-
gir, has been let out for irrigation.

(With additional inputs by 
Kumar Buradikatti in Kalaburagi)

Rice and shine: Farmers transplant paddy near Shivamogga, taking advantage of monsoon rains on Thursday; the water-intensive crop, a staple across south India, has been impacted by poor monsoon in June-July and plummetting reservoir levels. S.K. DINESH 

Rice bowl shows no
signs of �lling up
De�cit rain recorded in June and July because of El Nino, impact of the West Asia war, and some local factors in

the rice growing areas have all pushed the price of various varieties upwards, writes Rashmi Patil

Aged
seedlings
cannot
produce the
same yield.
Even if
water
reaches the
�elds now,
the
productivity
will come
down
substantially

CHAMARASA
MALIPATIL,
Honorary
president of
Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha

Costly eating: Price of all rice varieties has increased by ₹10 to ₹15 in the

past 15 to 20 days. ALLEN EGENUSE J. 

Blessed

harvest:

Farmers

performing

puja after

the paddy

harvest in a 

field near

Shivamogga. 

S.K. DINESH 

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

9Saturday, August 8, 2026
Chennai

WEST BENGAL

D
ays after the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) swept the West Bengal Assemb-
ly poll in 2026, winning 207 of the
293 seats, West Bengal BJP president

Samik Bhattacharya made a bold political claim.
“Our doors are closed for Trinamool. There will
be no ‘Trinamooli�cation’ of the BJP,” Bhatta-
charya had said. The 62-year-old leader, who
had been a foot soldier of the party when its
vote share was in single digits in West Bengal
was among the �rst to use the phrase, ‘Trina-
mooli�cation of the BJP’.

He didn’t know then that on the afternoon of
July 9, he would be handing out lotus-insignia
party �ags to three former Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MPs at the BJP o�ce in Kolkata’s Salt Lake
area. The three MPs were Sukhendu Sekhar Ray,
Sushmita Dev, and Prakash Chik Baraik. They
had been nominated to the Rajya Sabha by the
Trinamool Congress, and had resigned after the
party su�ered an electoral setback in the As-
sembly poll. When in the Trinamool, they had
publicly criticised the BJP.

Within hours of Bhattacharya welcoming the
Trinamool leaders into the BJP fold, the party
announced that the former Trinamool MPs
were to be renominated to the Upper House
with the support of newly elected BJP legisla-
tors. Bhattacharya tried to defend opening
doors for the Trinamool leaders by saying that
the decision was in national interest. 

“Syama Prasad Mookerjee has taught us that
the party is bigger than an individual, and the
nation is bigger than the party,” he said, trying
hard to say that inducting the three leaders into
the party was an “exception”.

The Bengal BJP president who had spoken
about the party’s doors being closed for Trina-
mool members, is now saying that those in the
Trinamool who could not raise their voices in
the party are now knocking on BJP doors and
the party may consider opening its doors at an
opportune moment.

Feeling the heat of the Trinamooli�cation

A month after this incident, Bhattacharya ad-
mits that the anger among the BJP rank and �le
was so much that those supporters who were
singing his praises during the election are put-
ting a garland of shoes around his photograph.
“Usually the garland is made of old shoes, but I
saw that the shoes were all new,” the BJP leader
quipped. Several BJP leaders, such as State Fi-
nance Minister Swapan Dasgupta, said they
found it di�cult to participate in the �ag hand-
ing-over event.

To many, the Trinamooli�cation of the BJP
started even before the party won the 2026 As-
sembly poll. Former West Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh, now a prominent Minister in the
West Bengal government, took a swipe at Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari by saying that it was

not new for Trinamool leaders to join the BJP.
“Where is it written in the BJP that people from
other parties cannot join. Our Chief Minister is
also a former Trinamool (leader),” Ghosh said.

Ghosh’s reference to Adhikari points to the
unease in BJP’s rank and �le. Adhikari, once a
key Trinamool leader and Minister in Mamata
Banerjee’s government, defected to the BJP in
December 2020. Adhikari, who defeated Mama-
ta Banerjee twice at Nandigram in 2021 and Bha-
banipur in 2026, was chosen to lead the BJP go-
vernment in West Bengal, �ve years after joining
the party.

Good TMC vs not-so-good TMC

After the defeat in the West Bengal Assembly
poll in 2026, the Trinamool Congress has been
torn apart by rebellion and desertions. The ma-
jority of Lok Sabha MPs and party MLAs decid-
ed to part ways with party chairperson Mamata
Banerjee.

Despite being the bene�ciaries of the Trina-
mool Congress’s politics, these MPs and MLAs
have blamed the party chairperson for favour-
ing her nephew Abhishek Banerjee and allow-
ing corruption and misrule to persist.

Of the 28 Lok Sabha MPs of the Trinamool
Congress, 20 have merged with the little-known
Nationalist Citizens Party of India (NCPI), and
have become a part of the BJP-led National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA).

Of the 80 MLAs of the Trinamool Congress
who were elected to the 18th West Bengal Legis-
lative Assembly, 65 legislators decided to sup-
port the claim of Ritabrata Banerjee as the Lead-
er of the Opposition, against the writ of Mamata
Banerjee. One of the reasons behind the rebel-
lion of both the MPs and MLAs of the Trinamool
Congress is the opportunity to cosy up to the

BJP, the party in power both at the Centre and in
the State.

The BJP leadership in West Bengal, which is
perceived as being soft on the rebel MPs and
MLAs, has come out with a theory of “bhalo
(good) Trinamool”. The Lok Sabha MPs, who
have decided to join the NDA, have allegedly
been told that after delimitation, when the seats
increase, so will their chances of returning to
Parliament in 2029.

On August 4, Chief Minister Adhikari met the
NCPI MPs in Delhi. He was joined by Union Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav, who was election-in-
charge of West Bengal, and BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey. If the photograph of Samik Bhattacharya
handing over party �ags to the three Rajya Sab-
ha MPs created discomfort in the BJP’s rank and
�le, the Chief Minister’s photograph with the
NCPI MPs was reason for heartburn.

The “good Trinamool” is the rebel camp led
by Leader of the Opposition Ritabrata Banerjee.
Banerjee, who was a Communist Party of India
(Marxist) nominee to Rajya Sabha, joined the
Trinamool Congress in 2020 after the CPI(M) ex-
pelled him. The Trinamool Congress re-nomi-
nated him to Rajya Sabha for a second term in
2024. In 2026, he resigned from the Upper
House to contest the Assembly poll from Ulube-
ria Purba.

The rebel MLAs led by his camp are claiming
to be the “original Trinamool” and have sought
the party’s symbol from the Election Commis-
sion and laid claim to hundreds of crores of par-
ty funds.

After the change of regime, hundreds of local-
level Trinamool Congress workers have been ar-
rested by the police on charges of corruption,
extortion, and electoral violence. Many were at-
tacked with eggs when they were being taken in-
to custody or being produced before courts. Ho-
wever, the MPs and MLAs of the “good
Trinamool” have not faced police action after
warming up to the BJP.

Among the handful of loyalists left by Mamata
Banerjee’s side is Beleghata MLA Kunal Ghosh.
After an under-construction warehouse col-
lapsed in Kolkata’s Taratala area on June 24 bu-
rying 16 workers, Chief Minister Adhikari
blamed it on the former Trinamool Congress
regime.

Adhikari held up a document in the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly with the signature
of former mayor of Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion Firhad Hakim, and said no one would be
spared. Ghosh dared the Chief Minister to act
against Hakim to prove that the State govern-
ment was serious about taking action against
those responsible for the deaths. Hakim, who
was one of the key Ministers during Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s regime, joined the Ritabrata Banerjee
camp, and despite the Chief Minister blaming
him for the tragedy, the only high-pro�le arrest
was his former personal assistant.

With the majority of the Trinamool leaders
now part of the “good Trinamool” camp, it is
Mamata Banerjee and a handful of her loyalists
who are being blamed by the BJP for they say
was “misrule and corruption” over the past 15

years. The BJP government in West Bengal is yet
to complete 100 days. It is already faced with so-
mething it had accused the Trinamool Congress
leadership of over the past several years: extor-
tion and political corruption.

The reverse ‘egg therapy’

In the past three months several businesses have
alleged that BJP leaders have demanded money
from them and they have had to reach out to the
police seeking protection. 

Sources in the BJP said that the party has sus-
pended 22 functionaries, including several man-
dal presidents, over allegations of extortion and
indiscipline.

Senior leaders of the BJP, including party pre-
sident are warning its workers against extortion.
While former State BJP president and Minister
Dilip Ghosh said that many leaders are becom-
ing addicted to this “honey of extortion”, the
current State BJP chief has warned party mem-
bers to mend their ways.

“The unwarranted egg therapy we see now
(referring to Trinamool leaders being attacked
with eggs) can turn on its head and start falling
on the other side as well. Everyone, including
those in my party, must understand that. Those
‘Sanatanis’ who have suddenly found a place in
our party and are harbouring aspirations for in-
�uence and advantage must also remain careful
because the trajectory of those eggs can change
in no time,” Bhattacharya said.

It is the BJP workers in the districts who are
most upset with Trinamool leaders warming up
to the BJP, but only a few have mustered the
courage to speak about it publicly. Nikhil Ranjan
Dey, a former BJP MLA from Cooch Behar, came
out in public against the nomination of the three
former Trinamool Congress MPs to Rajya Sabha
by his party.

“We do not know what our central leadership
is thinking. They want to increase numbers in
Parliament. But why will (former) Trinamool
leaders be nominated to the Rajya Sabha by the
BJP? Are there not enough quali�ed and educat-
ed people in the BJP?” the former MLA said.

Dey said that several BJP workers have suf-
fered at the hands of the Trinamool Congress
and are still languishing behind the bars after
being booked under what he claims are false
charges during the Trinamool Congress regime.

In fact, former Trinamool leaders had once
even allegedly called for violence against BJP
members. One such example is of former Trina-
mool Congress MP and actor Nushrat Jahan,
who represented the Jadavpur Lok Sabha seat
from 2019 to 2024. 

She was photographed with BJP leaders at an
event to honour exiled Bangladeshi writer Tasli-
ma Nasrin. The photo went viral and was criti-
cised by several right-wing online portals.

The portals highlighted how, before the elec-
tion, the actor-turned-politician had been heard
telling the electorate to beat up BJP leaders with
bamboo sticks if they came seeking votes. 

Personal versus the political

Sudip Bandyopadhay is an MP from the Kolkata
North Lok Sabha seat. After parting ways with
Mamata Banerjee, he is the senior-most MP of
the NCPI, and is now holding meetings with the
BJP leadership in the national capital.

While Bandyopadhay is meeting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Adhikari, BJP’s Tapas
Roy, now Minister of Industries and Commerce
in the West Bengal government, is fuming. “I
will never have anything to do with him. I hate
him, because of what he did to me,” Roy said. 

The Manicktala MLA left the Trinamool Con-
gress and joined the BJP in 2024. That year, he
lost the Lok Sabha polls to Bandyopadhay. Roy
has publicly said that Bandyopadhay was the
reason he had to quit the Trinamool Congress,
and join the BJP. He claims that Bandyopadhay
was behind a raid at his residence when he was
with the Trinamool, a charge Bandyopadhay has
vehemently denied.

The only thing that is keeping the 70-year-old
BJP leader happy: “It is very comforting to see
the Trinamool Congress crumbling.”

shivsahay.s@thehindu.co.in

West Bengal BJP president Samik Bhattacharya holds the party's flag as former Trinamool Congress MPs Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, and Prakash Chik Baraik join his party, in Kolkata. SAIKAT PAUL

Bengal BJP
�ghts against its

‘Trinamooli�cation’
Having coming to power in West Bengal earlier this year, the State unit of the BJP is facing a major political

challenge, which party leaders are describing as its ‘Trinamooli�cation’. Implicit in this word is that several

leaders from the Trinamool Congress are joining the party and being given key responsibilities, and that the

BJP is embracing the very culture of the party it opposed and contested against, �nds Shiv Sahay Singh

We do not
know what
our central
leadership is
thinking.
They want to
increase
numbers in
Parliament.
But why will
(former)
Trinamool
leaders be
nominated to
the Rajya
Sabha by the
BJP?

NIKHIL 
RANJAN DEY
FORMER BJP MLA
FROM COOCH
BEHAR

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari with former Trinamool Congress MPs who have merged with NCPI, in Delhi. Three former

Trinamool MPs who were nominated to the Rajya Sabha on a BJP ticket are also present. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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SPOTLIGHT

T
he road that branches o� the Thiruval-
la-Kozhencherry State Highway to-
wards Kumbanad in Pathanamthitta
district in Kerala wears an air of per-

manent stillness.
The heavy �ow of vehicles and chatter of the

highway quickly give way to an uncanny stillness.
Behind ornate gates stand sprawling houses
shaded by towering trees, their balconies empty,
windows closed, and courtyards overrun by
weeds.

On gates, compound walls and electricity
poles, weather beaten �ex boards announcing
deaths ripple in the wind. Elsewhere in central
Travancore, they merely announce deaths. But
in Kumbanad, they seem to chronicle something
far larger. Together, they tell the story of a village
slowly outliving the generation that built it.

“You won’t believe this, but among all these
houses in this entire neighbourhood, there is on-
ly one child, a three-year-old one. Now and then,
the young boy comes out onto the terrace and
calls out, ‘Appacha’, to me. That is one of the
greatest joys of my life these days,“ says Brigadier
(retired) Varghese Jacob, an octogenarian.

Like the countless parents in Kumbanad,
Varghese too returned home after retirement
while his children built their lives elsewhere. His
two sons are living away from their hometown.

A few kilometres away, Joseph Mathew Kulath-
ungal has watched the same story unfold over
half a century. “The population of this village has
more than halved over the decades. Who knows,
one day it might even disappear from the map al-
together,” he fears.

“It is almost like a clock ticking away. Either
our village becomes a ghost, or we will become
ghosts,” he laments.

Joseph, who left India in 1969 for Uganda, re-
turned to the area in 2000. “Every time I came
back, fewer people were living here,” he recalls.

His life traces the arc of a migration story
shared by generations of Syrian Christian families
across the lush plains between the Pampa and
the Manimala rivers. Grand houses built with
money earned overseas have fallen silent as suc-
ceeding generations chose to remain abroad,
where they built their careers and lives.

Creepers have climbed compound walls, tiled
roofs have disappeared beneath thick vegetation,
and provision stores that once bustled with cus-
tomers have slowly surrendered to the wilder-
ness. One of Kerala’s most prosperous regions
has thus become a settlement of ageing parents
waiting for children who seldom return.

Dwindling numbers

The consequences are impossible to miss.
The anganwadi in Ward 12 of Koipuram pan-

chayat, where Kumbanad falls, has just 11
children.

Enrolment at Koipuram Government Higher
Secondary School, once among the largest
schools in the region, has plunged from nearly
2,500 students two decades ago to around 80,
according to Sharanya Vijayan, a civic represen-
tative from the region.

Private schools are battling the same decline.
For nearly a century, villages such as Kumba-

nad stood at the heart of one of Kerala’s most re-
markable migration stories. Generation after gen-
eration left �rst for other parts of the country,
then to the Gulf countries, and eventually to the

United States, Canada, Europe or Australia.
Their earnings transformed an agrarian land-
scape, funding schools, hospitals, and churches
while �lling the countryside with sprawling hous-
es that became enduring symbols of prosperity.

Unlike northern Kerala, where migration was
to the Gulf region and remained largely Gulf-
oriented, Pathanamthitta witnessed successive
waves of migration that eventually produced one
of the State’s largest Western diaspora. Today,
however, that cycle has broken.

The migrants remained overseas while their
children built lives there. Increasingly, even the
wealth that migration once poured into districts
such as Pathanamthitta is beginning to �ow back.

Peelipose Thomas, a veteran politician, recalls
that a study conducted by the Reserve Bank of In-
dia a few decades ago had identi�ed Kumbanad,
Chavakkad and Varkala as the three regions re-
ceiving the highest foreign remittances. “Howev-
er, Kumbanad stood apart with 80% of the depo-
sits never withdrawn as families which earned it
had already settled overseas.”

English education pays

Schools established by the Christian Missionary
Society and the rapid expansion of higher educa-
tion after Independence produced generations
of English-educated youth ready to seize oppor-
tunities abroad. Migration rewarded those aspi-
rations, fuelling a construction boom through
the 1980s and 1990s and palatial houses in the re-
gion became monuments to this success.

“Migration from Pathanamthitta district be-
gan during the inter-World War period, when pe-
ople �rst moved within Kerala in search of land
and work. Later they migrated to Indian cities
and, after Independence, increasingly overseas,”
points out Varughese George, a veteran politi-
cian and a former member of the Kerala State
Planning Board.

“Earlier, some cooperative banks even o�ered
loans to obtain Gulf visas. Many who �rst migrat-
ed to the Gulf later moved directly to the United
States or Canada instead of returning home,” he
notes.

According to Varughese, the arrival of mis-

sionary institutions such as the Brethren Mission
in Kumbanad helped reshape local aspirations by
expanding access to education and exposing
communities to Western ideas and culture. As fa-
milies prospered overseas, remittances �nanced
the rapid expansion of Pentecostal denomina-
tions such as the Indian Pentecostal Church and
the Brethren Church, which reshaped the re-
gion’s social geography.

Several institutions, jokingly called Kumbanad
University, had sprung up in the region o�ering
diploma programmes in several trades, which
helped thousands secure jobs abroad.

Ginu Zacharia Oommen, social scientist, notes
the “liberalisation of United States immigration
laws in 1965 unlocked unprecedented opportun-
ities for skilled migrants from Central Travan-
core, mostly comprising Kottayam, Pathanam-
thitta, Alappuzha and Idukki districts which
brought back wealth and reshaped the life and
culture of the region.”

“The children raised abroad gradually lost the
emotional bond their parents had with their ho-
meland and don’t want to maintain these houses.
They come here for family functions, stay for a
couple of weeks and leave.”

Ageing population

The consequences are etched all across Patha-
namthitta district. O�cial estimates suggest that
more than 61,000 houses in the district remain
unoccupied for most of the year, averaging nearly
1,000 locked houses in every local body. Eravipe-
roor panchayat alone has 2,632 such houses.

A 2025 report by the Department of Health
paints the picture of a district growing old at re-
markable speed. Nearly 19% of Pathanamthitta’s
population is above 60 years of age, while only
6.8% is below six. The district’s Total Fertility
Rate has fallen to 1.3, the lowest in Kerala and far
below replacement level.

“The most obvious impact is the steady popu-
lation decline, which could eventually a�ect the
number of Assembly constituencies in the dis-
trict. Church leaders have already expressed con-
cern over this,” notes Ginu.

Social scientists feel that the story is not just

about migration, but about economic and demo-
graphic decline too.

S. Irudaya Rajan, Chairman of the Internation-
al Institute of Migration and Development and a
migration studies expert, observes that the
locked houses are merely the most visible mark-
ers of a much deeper shift. 

Economic impact

“The abandoned houses are the most visible ma-
nifestation of a demographic shift that has been
unfolding quietly for decades. Every young per-
son who leaves in search of higher education or
better opportunities abroad also takes away the
district’s future. What is left behind is an ageing
population, empty classrooms, and villages slow-
ly losing the critical mass needed to sustain their
economy, institutions and community life,” he
notes.

The Kerala Migration Survey 2023 captures
that transformation in numbers. The number of
emigrants from the district has fallen from
around 1.41 lakh a decade ago to 1.01 lakh, while
return migrants have declined from 54,537 in
1998 to 40,921 in 2023. Although remittances per
household have increased, the district’s share of
Kerala’s inward remittances has dropped from
7.2% to 4.3%.

For the �rst time, the survey also estimated
Kerala’s outward remittances at ₹43,378 crore,
nearly one-�fth of inward remittances. The �nd-
ing signals a profound shift. Money, like people,
has begun to �ow out.

Irudaya Rajan notes that at least 5% of Patha-
namthitta district’s elderly now lives alone, while
another 10-15% lives only with their spouses as
their children are settled overseas.

The changing priorities of expatriates are be-
coming all the more evident in their �nancial de-
cisions as well.

“When the Kerala State Financial Enterprises
launched Pravasi Chitty in 2008 for the expats,
we received an overwhelming response from the
Gulf countries, but it received very little partici-
pation from those settled in the West. They no
longer want to invest their savings in a land to
where they do not intend to return,” feels Peeli-
pose Thomas.

Varghese Alexander, a senior chartered ac-
countant based in Thiruvalla, observes that there
is a de�nite decline in inward remittances, while
outward �ows are increasing, impacting the local
economy, particularly the real estate market.

As the district enters this new demographic
phase, it is confronted with a question no pre-
vious generation had to grapple with: what re-
mains after the migration wave has �nally run its
course? For Irudaya Rajan, that question de�nes
the future of the Central Travancore region. “Ker-
ala is no longer losing its human capital alone but
its assets accumulated through generations as
well. Expatriate families from districts such as
Pathanamthitta are now in�uencing housing
markets abroad with investments �nanced by the
sale of ancestral properties here.”

“First the people left. Now their assets are leav-
ing too. That may well be the dead end of a centu-
ry-long migration story,” he notes.

As the sun sets, sitting on the portico of his
house, Varghese Jacob waits for his favourite
young neighbour to appear, to call him Appacha,
once again. A call that connects him to his life
and land, which is fast disappearing.

Freeze-frame: A sprawling vacant house near Kumbanad, Pathanamthitta, that has been put up for sale. Hundreds of such large houses across the district remain on the market as many second-generation expatriate families have chosen not to return or settle in the district. LEJU KAMAL 

The vanishing villages
A large number of villages in the central Travancore region are left to decay as many in the younger generation, settled abroad, are unwilling to return. 

Hiran Unnikrishnan takes a road trip through the near-abandoned villages and takes a look at the lives of the elders in the region

Every young
person who
leaves in
search of
higher
education or
jobs abroad
also takes
away the
district’s
future. What
is left behind
is an ageing
population,
empty
classrooms,
and villages
slowly losing
the critical
mass
needed to
sustain
them. 

S. IRUDAYA
RAJAN
Chairman,
International
Institute of
Migration and
Development

Home alone: Joseph Mathew Kulathungal, 80, and his wife, Jolly Mathew, 72, at their residence in Kumbanad, Pathanamthitta. The couple

returned from Uganda in 2000 after spending three decades in that country. LEJU KAMAL 
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Hindalco Industries Ltd. of the Aditya Birla
Group, for the quarter ended June 30, 2026,
reported a 75% YoY growth in consolidated net
pro�t at ₹7,013 crore driven by strong
momentum in its India business and recovery at
subsidiary Novelis. Novelis recorded a 37%
improvement in EBITDA at ₹4,875 crore, due to
the successful restart of Oswego hot mill and
accelerated bene�ts from its cost optimisation
programme, the company said.

Hindalco Q1 net pro�t surges
75% to ₹7,013 cr., sales up 32%

Hero MotoCorp Ltd. has reported a 16.86% fall in
consolidated pro�t after tax to ₹1,417.93 crore in
the �rst quarter ended June 30 due to high base
e�ect. The company had posted a consolidated
net pro�t of ₹1,705.65 crore in the corresponding
period of the previous �scal. The previous year
PAT included a one-time gain of ₹722 crore on
account of dilution of the company’s share of
investment in associates consequent to public
issue and private placement, the �rm said. PTI

Hero MotoCorp Q1 PAT down
16.86% at ₹1,417.93 crore

State Bank of India (SBI) re-
ported standalone net pro-
�t after tax (PAT) surged
10.2% to ₹21,121 crore on
higher net interest income
in the �rst quarter of �scal
2027, as against the same
period last year. 

The country’s largest
public sector lender had
posted a PAT of ₹19,160
crore in Q1 of FY26.

Net interest income rose
15% to ₹46,992 crore on a
year-on-year basis. Net in-
terest margin dipped by 1
basis point (bps) to 3% in
the reporting quarter. 

A basis point is one-
tenth of a percentage
point. Lending stood at
₹50.5 lakh crore, 18.6%
more than the gross ad-
vances in the �rst quarter
of the previous �scal year.

Deposits came in at ₹60
lakh crore, 9.7% more than
the ₹54.7 lakh crore in the
corresponding period of

the previous �scal.
The bank mopped up $6

billion in FCNR(B) deposits
and expects to bring in $10
billion by the September
quarter of �scal 2027. 

Gross non-pro�table as-
sets (NPA) as a share in
gross advances improved
36 bps to 1.47% and net
NPA in net advances im-
proved 9 bps to 0.38%.

The bank expects a cre-
dit growth of 14-15%. Depo-
sit growth for the current
�scal is expected to in-
crease 10-11%. 

SBI Q1 net pro�t surges
10.2% to ₹21,121 crore 

SBI Chairman C.S. Setty

addresses a press conference to

announce the results for FY27 

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Overall Electric Vehicles
(EV) retail sales in July
surged 66% year-on-year
(YoY) to 3,27,901 units and
with this, almost one in
eight vehicles retailed are
now electric, as per Feder-
ation of Automobile Deal-
ers Association (FADA).

In July, e-two-wheeler
retail sales crossed two-
lakh for the �rst time to
2,04,362 units, up 88%
with a market share of
11.2% from 7.7% a year ear-
lier. The segment was led
by TVS Motor which sold
55,499 units, up 135%.

E-three-wheelers se-
cured 65.1% share, up from

60.3% a year ago. As many
as 87,055 units of e-three
wheelers were retailed
which was a growth of
25.3% with this segment
led by Mahindra Group
which reported retail sales
of 14,191 units, up 45%.

Electric commercial

vehicles market share al-
most tripled to 3.57%
against 1.65% a year earlier
on �eet electri�cation. In
July, 3,556 units of electric
CVs were sold vis a vis
1,324 units a year ago, up
169% with the segment led
by Tata Motors, which re-
tailed 1,306 units, up
288%. 

Passenger EVs logged a
market share of 7.9% ver-
sus 5.1%. Retail sales at
32,928 units grew 83% with
this segment led by Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
that retailed 13,678 units,
up 103%. 

“EV transition stopped
being a forecast, it is now a
showroom reality,” said Sai
Giridhar, VP, FADA.

Total EV retail sales in July
vaults 66% to 3.28 lakh units 

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

EVs logged record sales in July. 

The Finance Ministry is re-
viewing its Model Bilateral
Investment Treaty to make
it investor-friendly and will
approach the Cabinet for
approval soon, Economic
A�airs Secretary Anuradha
Thakur said on Friday.

“The Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty is under re-
view and we are looking at
many other clauses based
on our experience in nego-
tiations and based on glo-
bal practices... it is work in
progress. Consultations
are underway,” she said at
an event organised by eco-
nomic think tank NCAER.

‘Model
bilateral
investment
treaty in rejig’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Months after cutting al-
most 27% of global routes
in response to soaring fuel
costs, Air India will restore
most international services
from September 1 and add
frequencies on several key
long-haul routes.

Additional frequencies
“Though fuel prices re-
main higher than before
the Middle East con�ict
and remain volatile, they
have moderated from their
initial peak, so as well as
the restorations we will be
adding additional frequen-
cies,” AI chief executive of-
�cer Campbell Wilson
wrote to employees.

Though the restored
schedule is yet to be for-
mally announced, Air In-
dia had said in May, that it
was suspending 145 weekly
international �ights bet-
ween June and August, af-
fecting routes across North
America, Europe, South-
east Asia, SAARC and the
Far East.

AI to restore most
international �ights
from September 1

AI would also add frequencies

on key long haul routes. 

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

In a bid to stem pilot attri-
tion and strengthen reten-
tion, Air India has unveiled
a revamped pay and career
progression package that
includes an 8–15% increase
in �xed salary, higher �y-
ing pay for hours beyond
the guaranteed 40-hour
threshold, and new incen-
tives for Boeing 737 pilots
to address cockpit shortag-
es at Air India Express. 

Following its privatisa-
tion, Air India introduced a
40-hour guaranteed pay
structure in 2022, well be-
low industry leader Indi-
Go’s 70-hour guarantee, a
disparity that contributed
to pilot attrition. The latest

overhaul is aimed at nar-
rowing that gap. 

While Air India’s 40-
hour guaranteed pay struc-
ture remains unchanged,
pilots will receive an 8–15%
increase in �xed pay. Air
India has also increased
productivity pay for �ying
beyond the guaranteed 40
hours translating into high-
er monthly earnings as pi-
lots �y more hours.

To encourage pilots to
work at low-cost carrier Air
India Express, which is
grappling with a shortage
of crew, a Boeing 737 �eet
allowance of ₹21 lakh for
commanders and ₹10 lakh
for senior �rst o�cers
payable over three years
has been introduced for
the �rst time. 

Air India revamps
pilot pay, career path
to curb attrition

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

S
tate-owned oil mar-
keting companies
(OMCs) on Friday re-

jected claims of chloride
contamination in E20 fuel,
stating that additional in-
tensive testing conducted
at retail outlets, re�neries,
and at the point of ethanol
procurement con�rmed
that chloride levels re-
mained within the pre-
scribed limits.

In a joint statement, In-
dianOil, Bharat Petroleum
and Hindustan Petroleum
also refuted allegations of
excess moisture in the one-
�fth ethanol blended pe-
trol fuel validated from wa-
ter-ingress testing. 

“Contrary to certain as-
sertions being made, based

on extensive random test-
ing through scienti�cally
designed tests, the evi-
dence shows that there is
no cause for any alarm on
fuel contamination,” they
said in the statement.

The assurance from the
OMCs comes days after the
Society of Indian Automo-
bile Manufacturers (SIAM),

in a communication to the
oil ministry, �agged con-
cerns about vehicular parts
experiencing wear due to
excess chloride presence
since the introduction of
E20 petrol.

SIAM had later with-
drawn the letter assuring
that E20 was safe, empha-
sising the data they cited

required further authenti-
cation. 

The three OMCs stated
that chloride monitoring
conducted by them at mul-
tiple points — at re�neries,
distilleries, depots and re-
tail outlets across the coun-
try — con�rmed that “qual-
ity is being consistently
maintained throughout the
supply chain”.

They stated 100 addi-
tional random petrol sam-
ples taken from varied re-
�neries tested for
“consistently low” chlo-
ride content, that is, at or
below 1 parts per million
(ppm). Further, they re-
ported that chloride con-
tent was found to be below
3 ppm from the over 80
ethanol and E20 samples
tested at OMCs’ terminals
across the country.

No chloride contamination
in E20 fuel, assert oil �rms

‘Clean’ chit: The OMCs said 100 random petrol samples taken from 

varied refineries tested for “consistently low” chloride content. AP 

Oil marketing companies base their assurance on E20’s reliability after checks across retail outlets,

re�neries, and at distilleries; also refute claims of excess moisture in the ethanol blended petrol

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Dabur India Ltd., which was directed by FSSAI
earlier this week to withdraw some of its
products with the “100%” label, has secured a
stay on the order from the Delhi High Court.
“It is now submitted that the Hon’ble Delhi High
Court has today i.e. on August 07, 2026, granted
stay against the aforesaid prohibitory order of
FSSAI dated August 03, 2026,” Dabur India said
in a �ling with the exchanges. “Any material
update in the matter will be intimated to the
stock exchanges in due course of time,” it added.

Delhi High Court stays FSSAI’s
ban on Dabur’s food products

INBRIEF
�

India’s forex reserves
jumped by $10.512 billion
to $692.866 billion during
the week ended July 31, the
RBI said on Friday. The ov-
erall kitty had jumped by
$6.118 billion to $682.354
billion in the previous re-
porting week. 

Reserves had expanded
to an all-time high of
$728.494 billion during the

week ended February 27
this year before the onset
of the West Asia con�ict,
which led to several weeks
of drop as the rupee came
under pressure and the
RBI had to intervene in the
forex market through dol-
lar sales.

For the week ended July
31, foreign currency assets,
a major component of the
reserves, increased by
$8.75 billion to $ 564.68 bil-
lion, the central bank’s da-

ta showed. Expressed in
dollar terms, the foreign
currency assets include ef-
fects of appreciation or de-
preciation of non-US units,
such as the euro, pound,
and yen, held in the fo-
reign exchange reserves.

It may be recalled that
the central bank and the
government had launched
a series of measures to at-
tract more forex �ows into
the country last month, in-
cluding FCNR(B).

India’s forex kitty swelled by
$10.5 billion to $692.87 billion

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The U.S. has “today” be-
come India’s largest sup-
plier of lique�ed petro-
leum gas (LPG),
accounting for 67% of its
LPG imports, said Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Mi-
nister Hardeep Singh Puri.

Addressing the CII Inter-
national Energy Confe-
rence, he said the shift fol-
lows an earlier decision to

source roughly 10% of In-
dia’s LPG requirements
from the U.S. as part of a
broader e�ort to diversify

energy supplies. “Some of
us wondered would we
need the 10% [from U.S.]
when we have suppliers
nearby [in the Gulf ]. To-
day, I am happy to inform
that U.S. accounts for
about 67% of our LPG im-
ports,” he said. Separately,
he refuted reports that the
government proposed to
impose an additional
charge on LPG and natural
gas to fund a strategic fuel
reserve. 

U.S. accounts for 67% of India’s
LPG imports, says Hardeep Puri

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Hardeep Singh Puri 

In the heat of things

No remorse: Italian farmer Mattia Marengo inspects his sunflower field damaged by the heat in the countryside in Bene Vagienna, near

Cuneo, north-western Italy. AFP

The Netherlands-based
Wonderful, an applied AI
company for enterprise,
has announced the open-
ing of business operations
in India with o�ces in
Mumbai and Bengaluru. 

The company which has
presence in more than 30
countries has appointed
Bhavik Rathod as the ma-
naging director for India.

The company’s co-foun-
der and CTO Roey Lalazar
told journalists in Mumbai
that the company will be
hiring in “hundreds” to
serve the Indian market. 

Wonderful India said it
will build teams across For-

ward Deployed Engineer-
ing, Deployment Strategy
and Go-to-Market
functions.

Cater across sectors
The �rm will cater to enter-
prises across sectors, in-

cluding telecom, banking
and �nancial services, me-
dia, healthcare and retail
in India.

“Indian enterprises are
moving quickly from ex-
ploring AI to identifying
where it can deliver meas-

urable business value. 
“As organisations look

to scale successful deploy-
ments, they need partners
who can work alongside
their teams and execute at
speed,” said Bhavik Rath-
od, MD.

Long-term growth
“We see India as a long-
term growth market and
are committed to building
deep, on-the-ground part-
nerships that help organi-
sations move from isolated
AI initiatives to enterprise-
wide transformation while
strengthening their inter-
nal capabilities over time.
Building a strong local
team is central to that com-
mitment,” he said

AI �rm Wonderful starts India
operations, to hire ‘hundreds’
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

AI transformation: Wonderful’s AI operating system supports

multiple modalities and use cases, the company said. GETTY IMAGES
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Houthi attacks on Yemen’s
Marib province killed at
least 10 people on Friday,
according to a Minister and
military source, as the re-
bels escalate strikes on the
oil-rich region a day after
their deadliest attack in
years. Thursday’s attacks
with missiles and drones
killed at least 58 govern-
ment troops, mainly in Ma-
rib, an army source earlier
said.

The latest violence has
raised the spectre of a re-
turn to war in the Arabian
Peninsula’s poorest coun-
try, where a 2022 truce
between the Houthis and
the Saudi-backed govern-
ment had largely held be-
fore unravelling last
month.

A Houthi drone strike in
Marib killed eight mem-
bers of government forces,
a Yemeni military source
said, while the Health Mi-

nister for the Saudi-backed
government said the rebels
shelled residential areas
and displacement camps
in Marib city, killing at least
two civilians and injuring
14 others.

A separate source close
to the Saudi military said
that the Saudi-led coalition
supporting the Yemeni go-
vernment since 2015
would not stand “idly by”
as the Houthis step up
their attacks, adding that
Marib was a “red line”.

He warned that “the
coalition does not seek es-
calation, but we will not al-
low the current balance of
power on the ground to be
changed”.

Riyadh would not ac-
cept a Houthi takeover of
Marib, he said, adding that
he believed the rebels were
seeking to launch an o�en-
sive in the province.

Strategic Marib province
is split between the Houth-
is and the Yemeni
government.

Houthi attacks kill 10 in
Yemen as rebels hit Marib

Strong dissent: Armed protesters brandish their weapons during a

demonstration against the Saudi-led coalition in Sanaa. AFP

Agence France-Presse
DUBAI

X

Voting for seven of the 11 seats in the third phase of polls in

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir that were scheduled for August 10 have

been postponed for an indefinite period due to “concerns over the

law-and-order situation,” PoK’s Election Commission said on Friday.

There are a total of 45 seats on which polls are being held. PTI

Voting for most seats for August 10
polls put o� inde�nitely in PoK

ISLAMABAD

AFP
X

A U.S. state court has ordered Meta to pay $567 million and limit

some features for children on its Facebook and Instagram

platforms, saying the social media giant had created a “public

nuisance” that endangered young users. The ruling in New Mexico

adds to a previous fine of $375 mn in the same case in March. AFP

U.S. court �nes Meta $567 mn for
endangering young users online

SAN FRANCISCO

AFP
X

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said on Thursday that trade

negotiations with the U.S. had turned “nasty” after President

Donald Trump derided America’s neighbour and its leadership while

threatening to expand tari�s. Mr. Carney said Canada remained

engaged in the negotiations despite Mr. Trump’s comments. AP

U.S. trade talks ’nasty’, says Carney
as Trump slams Canada leadership

TORONTO

REUTERS
X

NASA astronauts Anil Menon and Jessica Meir on Friday concluded

their spacewalk outside International Space Station to assemble a

modification kit for its power channel, to allow the addition of solar

arrays. The spacewalk, sixth for Ms. Meir and first for Mr. Menon,

concluded at 12.30 a.m. IST on Friday. PTI

NASA astronauts Anil Menon, Meir
undertake spacewalk outside ISS 

WASHINGTON

REUTERS

T
he Senate over-
whelmingly ap-
proved a punishing

Russian sanctions package
on Friday, the result of a
year-long campaign by the
late Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham to reinforce U.S. sup-
port for Ukraine and try to
force President Vladimir
Putin’s hand as the grind-
ing war drags on.

The bipartisan legisla-
tion, which passed the Se-
nate 86-11, would penalise
countries that continue to
buy Russian oil, gas and
other exports seeking to
deprive Mr. Putin of reve-
nues fuelling the war. It
comes after Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy visited the Capitol
hours after Graham’s fun-

eral, met with senators
from both parties and
watched from the gallery
as the Senate took the �rst
procedural votes last week
on the sweeping
legislation.

“Today, President Ze-
lenskyy is watching from
Ukraine — and Putin is

watching from Moscow,”
said Senator Richard Blu-
menthal, D-Conn., who
had worked with the late
South Carolina senator on
the package.

“I would like to think
Lindsey Graham is watch-
ing, too,” he said. “Today
we say to the people of Uk-

raine: You are not alone.
And today we say to Vladi-
mir Putin: You will not con-
quer Ukraine.”

The sweeping show of
force from the Senate is the
most substantial move yet
during President Donald
Trump’s second term to
shift the dynamic of the
more than four-year war,
which has now churned
longer than the First World
War. Congress has strug-
gled to ensure U.S. funding
and munitions �ows to Uk-
raine, but Mr. Trump has
given a nod to the sanc-
tions package, putting
pressure for the House to
take it up for a vote and
send it to the White House
for his signature.

Graham and Mr. Blu-
menthal had announced a
deal with the White House
on the sanctions legislation

on July 10 after more than a
year of negotiations with
the White House. Graham,
who had just returned
from Ukraine, died sud-
denly the next day, likely
from an aortic tear.

The bipartisan package
that carries Graham’s
name allows the President
to impose tari�s on the
world’s top �ve purchasers
of Russian oil or natural
gas, including China and
India. It provides excep-
tions for countries that im-
port less than 15% of their
natural gas from Russia
and are taking steps to re-
duce those imports.

The legislation also in-
cludes sanctions on Mr. Pu-
tin, senior Russian political
and military leaders, Rus-
sian �nancial institutions
and Russian energy pro-
jects. 

U.S. Senate passes sweeping Russia
sanctions Bill with huge support 

Show of force: The Bill provides exceptions for countries that

import less than 15% of their natural gas from Russia. REUTERS

The Bill would penalise countries that keep buying Russian oil, gas, and other exports; a key feature lets Trump impose

tari�s on top �ve purchasers of Russian oil, including India; push for Bill was championed by late Senator Lindsey Graham

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Greek authorities on Fri-
day charged a town Mayor
and two others with arson
over a wild�re that ravaged
large areas near Athens last
week.

Investigators believe the
blaze started on July 31with
a spark from power cables
at a wind farm near Agios
Vasileios, a village 85 kilo-
metres northwest of
Athens.

O�cials have named
Giannis Apostolou, Mayor
of Stylida, who owns an
electrical company linked
to the wind farm, a con-
tractor for his company
and the owner of the wind

farm in the case, Greek me-
dia reported. All three
could face more than 10
years in jail if convicted.

Fanned by wind gusts of
up to 130 kilometres per
hour, the �re quickly
spread from an overhead
medium-voltage power
line and reached a town
about 40 kilometres from
Athens. In addition to the
forest, scrubland and olive
groves ravaged by the �re,
more than 120 buildings
and homes were damaged
in the seaside resort of Por-
to Germeno.

Since the end of July,
Greece has su�ered dozens
of blazes that have left �ve
people dead, including
three �re�ghters.

Greek Mayor among
three charged over
wild�re near Athens
Agence France-Presse
ATHENS

Bangladeshi cricketer Sha-
kib Al Hasan, an ally of
ousted Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, said he is
ready to return from a two-
year exile, face trial on
charges including murder
and play a farewell series if
the government guaran-
tees his safety.

Mr. Shakib, a former
lawmaker for Ms. Hasina’s
Awami League, has been
living in the United States
since her government was
toppled in a deadly stu-
dent-led uprising in August
2024. The player, who has
not yet retired from inter-

national cricket, said he
still hopes to play a fare-
well series at home and re-
present his country at the
2027 one-day World Cup.

The former captain’s
case highlights the wider
fallout from Ms. Hasina’s
ouster, which has left

scores of her allies facing
criminal charges and un-
able to return to Bangla-
desh. His return would test
whether Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman’s govern-
ment will accommodate �-
gures from the former rul-
ing party — an open
question as Ms. Hasina her-
self has announced plans
to go back in December
despite having been given
a death sentence there.

“If I get the clearance
from the government that
my security will be en-
sured, I am happy to go
back and face the court
trial,” Mr. Shakib told Reu-
ters by phone from Sri
Lanka.

“I know I haven’t done
anything,” he said, giving
the most detailed account
yet of his two years abroad. 

Ms. Hasina, who has
been living in India, was
sentenced to death in ab-
sentia over the crackdown
on the Bangladesh protests
that killed about 1,400 peo-
ple, according to the Unit-
ed Nations. 

Mr. Shakib said he want-
ed to go home immediate-
ly, but failing that would
try to return alongside her.
“Whatever the captain
says, we follow her,” he
said. “I think they will de-
cide it better, and we will
follow the instructions gi-
ven to us.”

Bangladeshi cricketer Shakib, Hasina ally,
says he is ready to return home, face trial
Reuters
NEW DELHI

Shakib Al Hasan 

United States President Do-
nald Trump signed two ex-
ecutive orders on Thurs-
day in a new but narrower
attempt to curtail bir-
thright citizenship, once
again challenging a provi-
sion of the U.S. Constitu-
tion even though the Su-
preme Court rejected his
previous e�ort.

Limiting birthright citi-
zenship has been one of
the top priorities in the Re-
publican President’s crack-
down on immigration,
with the White House tak-
ing particular aim at what
it calls “birth tourism,” in
which pregnant foreigners

travel to U.S. to give birth. 
The administration ar-

gues the new directive falls
outside the purview of the
Supreme Court ruling, as it
seeks to reinterpret the
narrow, historical excep-
tions to citizenship at birth
and expand who is
ineligible.

Despite ruling, Trump
signs orders to curtail 
birthright citizenship

Donald Trump 

Reuters
WASHINGTON

Fields of fear

Risky passage: A Syrian Army mine-clearing vehicle detonates anti-personnel mines as it drives through a minefield during an operation to

clear explosives left behind during the war in Qara, in the Damascus countryside of Syria on Friday. AP 

Three inmates were killed
and 23 others injured in
separate clashes at two pri-
sons in Sri Lanka over the
past 24 hours, o�cials said
on Friday.

The clashes were the lat-
est in a series of incidents
of prison unrest in the is-
land nation over the past
month, which Public Se-
curity Minister Ananda Wi-
jepala has attributed to an
organised plot.

At the Kuruwita prison,
two inmates were killed
and 13 others injured after
a violent situation, o�cials
said. “The immediate trig-

ger for the unrest appears
to have been the detection
of a package containing
narcotics and the subse-
quent arrest. It is evident
that this was a response to

the government’s anti-nar-
cotics drive,” Justice Minis-
ter Harshana Nanayakkara
told presspersons.

Hours before the inci-
dent, a similar tense unrest

took place at Colombo’s
Magazine Prison. 

At around 10.00 p.m. on
Thursday, about 40 in-
mates rioted after breaking
through a section, Mr. Wi-
jepala told Parliament.
One inmate was killed in
the violence while 10 oth-
ers were injured.

Earlier on Friday,
around 30 inmates at the
Pallansena Prison climbed
onto the roof of a ward and
staged a protest, Minister
Wijepala said. He added
that o�cials are working to
control the situation.

The recent incidents fol-
low similar unrest at the
Negombo Prison on July 5
and 6, which killed 33.

Three inmates killed, over 20 injured in
fresh clashes in two prisons in Sri Lanka
Press Trust of India
COLOMBO

Out of control: Protesting inmates at the Pallansena open prison

seen from outside during a stand-o� with their guards on Friday. AFP
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Colourful canvas

Set to soar: A balloon pilot checks the internal rigging as crew members inflate a hot air balloon before take-o� during the 48th Bristol

International Balloon Fiesta in Bristol, England, on Friday. The annual festival is the largest hot air ballooning event of its kind in Europe. AP

The political scientist Clau-
dine Gay became Harvard
University’s dean of social
science in 2018 and, �ve
years later, its �rst Black
president and only the se-
cond woman in the univer-
sity’s 387-year history in
the post. Later that year,
on December 5, 2023, Ms.
Gay testi�ed before the
U.S. House Committee on
Education and the Work-
force on antisemitism on
university campuses, fol-
lowing Hamas’ October 7,
2023, attack on Israel. 

Ms. Gay’s answers were
sensible as she tried to
hold the line between stu-
dents’ speech and con-

duct. However, her words
went viral soon after for all
the wrong reasons.

A short time after, con-
servative activists began al-
leging that Ms. Gay had pla-
giarised her PhD thesis in
1997, a �nding that a subse-
quent Harvard University
investigation also upheld. 

Ms. Gay resigned on Ja-
nuary 2, 2024, concluding
the shortest presidency in
the university’s history. In
her resignation letter and
an op-ed published soon
after in The New York
Times, Ms. Gay said she
stepped down to deny the
“demagogues” a chance to
weaponise her ‘case’
against other Black
scholars.

A very similar narrative
is playing out in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, with the

resignation of Jason Arday,
who only three years ago
became the university’s
youngest person to be ap-
pointed professor, at 37
years. Until recently, Mr.
Arday was known as much
for his life as his work as a
sociologist. According to
reports, he grew up non-
verbal and autistic in South
London before learning to
read in his late teens.

But only months after
his appointment in 2023,
two academics �agged si-
milarities in text between
one of Mr. Arday’s papers
and a study by epidemiolo-
gist Anjum Memon. Cam-
bridge took the implicated
paper o�ine. Then, last
year, Times Higher Educa-
tion put together a dossier
of alleged plagiarism
ahead of what was to be a

blockbuster investigative
report. But when it
reached out to Mr. Arday
for his comment, it found
he had hired a pugnacious
law �rm, which disputed
the allegations and Times
shelved the piece.

In July this year, Univer-
sity of Ghent philosopher
Nathan Cofnas — infamous
for his views on race and

intelligence and whose
own a�liation with Cam-
bridge ended in 2024 fol-
lowing a di�erent issue —
published his independent
�ndings of Mr. Arday’s
work, including allegations
of plagiarism in the latter’s
2015 PhD thesis and in la-
ter papers. The well-re-
garded science integrity
publication Retraction

Watch also reported on the
spiked Times article on July
27, and quoted an indepen-
dent expert who had re-
viewed its dossier.

Cambridge at �rst stood
by Mr. Arday and cast the
allegations against him as a
motivated campaign to dis-
credit a rising Black scho-
lar. But on August 5, it
launched an investigation
into his quali�cations, and
Mr. Arday resigned with
immediate e�ect. In his
statement, reminiscent of
Ms. Gay’s opinion, he said
the process academia uses
to verify the work of scho-
lars had been weaponised
against Black people.

The real problem
Of late, universities in the
Global North have been re-
cruiting people from un-

derrepresented back-
grounds in part on the
strength of narratives of
overcoming disadvantage
and embodying the univer-
sities’ commitments to di-
versity, equity, and inclu-
sion (DEI).

In both Mr. Arday’s and
Ms. Gay’s instances, these
narratives seemed to have
overtaken closer scrutiny
of the scholars’ academic
work. Chunks of the public
conversation surrounding
their work, including the
views of Cofnas and con-
servative activist Chris-
topher Rufo, who targeted
Ms. Gay, have also been ex-
plicit about wanting to dis-
credit DEI policies. Which
makes it easy, and some-
times also accurate, to dis-
miss a complaint by point-
ing to the complainant. Yet

plagiarism is plagiarism.
The real problem is that

the tools scholars use to
police academic integrity
are applied unevenly and
sometimes opportunisti-
cally. Considering every
�nding of plagiarism
against a minority scholar
to be proof that DEI poli-
cies support poor scholar-
ship is wrong. 

Treating every plagia-
rism allegation against a
minority scholar to be sus-
pect because of who is al-
leging it is also wrong. Af-
�rmative action and hiring
to improve diversity are
necessary policy responses
to a history of elite univer-
sities excluding non-elite
scholars. They don’t be-
come less legitimate due to
the actions of some of their
bene�ciaries.

Jason Arday, Claudine Gay and the line between inclusion and bias in varsities

Vasudevan Mukunth

After Jason Arday was appointed a professor at Cambridge in 2023,

two academics flagged alleged plagiarism in one of his papers. AP

NEWS ANALYSIS

Paci�c diplomats gathered
in Fiji failed on Friday to
agree on a joint statement
condemning China’s re-
cent test of a nuclear-capa-
ble missile in the region,
with New Zealand’s Fo-
reign Minister accusing
them of appeasing
“outsiders”.

Beijing gave only a
handful of nations short
notice before test-�ring an
intercontinental ballistic
missile last month, �exing
its military might in a re-
gion where it has long
sought to expand its reach.
The rocket appeared to
land in a patch of ocean so-
mewhere between Solo-
mon Islands, Nauru and
Tuvalu, monitors have

said. It sparked condemna-
tion from multiple Paci�c
leaders, but the 18-mem-
ber Paci�c Islands Forum
is yet to issue a formal res-
ponse to the test.

New Zealand’s Foreign
Minister Winston Peters
said following an hours-
long meeting the group
had failed to agree on a
statement condemning the

launch. He did not name
the two member states that
had blocked the statement,
but China-friendly nations
Kiribati and Nauru are un-
derstood to have had little
interest in formally criticis-
ing one of their major
partners. 

“They didn’t actually lay
out any reasons apart from
their disagreement,” Mr.

Peters told journalists. He
accused them of appeasing
“outside partners’ wishes,
rather than those that be-
long to the Paci�c Islands
Forum”. “We made it very
clear that we do not think
that outsiders should be
telling the insiders — that’s
us who have been here for
thousands of years — what
our position should be,” he
added, a veiled swipe at
China.

Tuvalu, a diplomatic al-
ly of Taiwan, had also
called for a joint statement
and said it hadn’t received
notice in advance of the
test. “We don’t want to be
intimidated by any pow-
ers,” Pasuna Tuaga, the
country’s Permanent Se-
cretary of Foreign A�airs,
Labour and Trade, said on
the sidelines of the talks.

Paci�c nations fail to agree on joint
statement against China missile test
Agence France-Presse
SUVA

Around the table: Foreign Ministers and top diplomats from Pacific

Islands Forum member countries attend a meet in Fiji on Friday. AFP

Indonesian authorities battled Friday to contain a
wild�re that has swept through Mount Bromo Na-
tional Park on Java island, destroying more than
120 hectares as the country braces itself for an ex-
treme El Nino-fuelled dry season.

The �re started Monday near Mount Bromo in
East Java, one of Indonesia’s most visited tourist
destinations. Local authorities deployed two wa-
ter-bombing helicopters against the �ames that
have razed at least 127 hectares of the national
park land to date, �re o�cial Bambang Setyo An-
toko told AFP. The destroyed area is equivalent to
about 180 soccer �elds. “We’re very dependent on
wind conditions,” Mr. Bambang said of the �re-
�ghting e�ort ahead.

National park o�cial Rudijanta Tjahja Nugraha
said the area on �re was in a steep, cli�side region,
making it di�cult for �re�ghters to reach. 

It was not known how the �re started, but Mr.
Bambang said the park was extremely dry as El Ni-
no conditions take root in Indonesia. 

Mount Bromo, famed for its volcanic scenery,
previously caught �re in 2023. That blaze broke
out when a couple lit a �are during a pre-wedding
photo shoot and destroyed more than 500 hec-
tares of land.

Indonesia’s BMKG weather agency has warned
that the 2026 dry season will be more intense and
prolonged than usual, with a higher risk for wild-
�res and drought due in part to El Nino. According
to the Ministry of Forestry, more than 1,07,000
hectares of land burned in Indonesia between Ja-
nuary and June this year — more than double the
area destroyed in forest �res in 2023.

The last El Nino helped make 2023 and 2024
the two hottest years globally on record.

A wildfire burns in Bromo Tengger Semeru National Park

near Mount Bromo in East Java Province on Thursday. AFP

Agence France-Presse
MALANG

Indonesia battles
Bromo wild�re as
El Nino takes root I

mmigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement
(ICE) in the United

States (U.S.) is moving to
equip o�cers with body
cameras in the next two
months but the agency’s
policy gives it broad con-
trol over what footage will
be made public by specify-
ing any releases must be in
its “best interests.”

After years of delays,
ICE said its �eld o�cers na-
tionwide will have body-
worn cameras by the end
of September. The rollout
comes after recent fatal
shootings by o�cers en-
forcing President Donald
Trump’s immigration
crackdown have intensi-
�ed pressure for accounta-
bility that the cameras
could provide.

But the agency’s body-
worn camera policy could
mean taxpayers who are
pitching in tens of millions
of dollars to pay for the
cameras may be kept in the
dark about some high-pro-
�le confrontations, at least
in their immediate
aftermath.

The policy says ICE will
promptly release video of
shootings and other en-
counters in which its
agents cause death or se-
rious injury only after de-
termining “it is in the best
interests of the agency” to
do so. That gives its direc-
tor discretion to release re-

cordings that re�ect well
on the agency’s image
while working to keep oth-
ers secret, experts on body
camera policies said.

Such selective releases
are routine in some law en-
forcement agencies but
usually not so clearly con-
templated in policy, ac-
cording to professor Chris-
topher Schneider of
Brandon University in Ca-
nada, a co-author of the
new book Police Body-
Worn Cameras: Media and
the New Discourse of Police
Reform. 

“In some ways, ICE is
saying the quiet part out
loud,” he said. “Body-worn
cameras are being used as
contemporary image-work
tools to present the police
to the public in the most fa-
vourable way possible.”

The policy requires of-
�cers to activate cameras
during routine enforce-
ment activities, including
while making arrests, exe-
cuting search warrants and
responding to emergen-
cies. After shootings or
other serious confronta-
tions, a committee that in-
cludes top ICE o�cials and
lawyers will review footage
and recommend whether
to release it promptly, ac-
cording to the body came-
ra policy issued in Febru-
ary 2025.

If the answer is yes, the
recording could be re-
leased within 72 hours.
But, if the ICE director
�nds “speci�c and com-
pelling circumstances” jus-
tify withholding the video,

they have the authority to
block or inde�nitely delay
the release, the policy says.

The policy does not
elaborate on such circum-
stances, and the ICE did
not respond to a question
from AP about how it
would make such
decisions.

Varying practices
Practices vary widely in
the U.S. In Chicago, a pol-
ice watchdog agency rou-
tinely releases body came-
ra video of shootings and
other serious use-of-force
incidents within 60 days.
In Philadelphia, the police
department very rarely us-
es its discretion to release
video of speci�c incidents
and has no policy for when
to do so.

Even when footage is re-
leased, ICE’s policy will re-
quire the redaction of all
o�cers’ identifying fea-
tures such as their faces,
names and badge numbers
to preserve their privacy.

Schneider, who has stu-
died body cameras since
their use began spreading
a decade ago, said he does
not expect ICE to release
footage of fatal shootings
like those last month in
Houston and Maine.

He noted ICE’s sister
agency, Customs and Bor-
der Protection, has not re-
leased footage of the Janu-
ary shooting of Alex Pretti
in Minneapolis even
though it was captured on
agents’ cameras. CBP Com-
missioner Rodney Scott
told lawmakers in Febru-
ary that the video and oth-
er materials were under in-
vestigation and would be
made public “when it’s
appropriate.”

ICE spent $30.9 million
in July to purchase body
camera equipment from
Axon, the Arizona-based
company that also manu-
factures Tasers, federal
spending records show. 

The spending began one
day after the fatal shooting

of a 25-year-old motorist in
Maine by an ICE o�cer
with a history of violent be-
haviour. Days earlier,
another ICE o�cer shot
and killed a homebuilder
in Houston who was driv-
ing to work. Neither shoot-
ing was recorded with bo-
dy cameras. That news
angered members of Con-
gress, who had given ICE
$20 million to purchase
body cameras in a Bill
passed to end a partial go-
vernment shutdown on
April 30.

ICE said body cameras
have been sent to more
than half its �eld o�cers
and the rest will receive
them by the end of Sep-
tember. That timeline
pushes back estimates
from earlier public state-
ments. Maine Republican
Senator Susan Collins, who
backed funding for came-
ras, said last month that
the agency informed her
they would be deployed by
the end of August. ICE had
said earlier that they would
be issued by
mid-September.

ICE o�cers working in
the Houston area, where
the agency sent more than
800 cameras, are among
those who have started
training, according to U.S.
Representative Henry
Cuellar, a Texas Democrat
and member of the House
Appropriations Commit-
tee. At least one member of
every arrest team will be
required to have a camera,
the agency said.

“I think the American

people need to see what
that o�cer sees and
hears,” White House bor-
der czar Tom Homan said
July 19 on CBS News’ “Face
the Nation.” “And if you
look at the data, body cam-
eras actually exonerate
agents more than they, you
know, provide evidence of
wrongdoing.”

Mr. Schneider said he
expects ICE to release re-
cordings that promote the
agency’s mass deportation
programme by portraying
o�cers as brave and immi-
grants as dangerous crimi-
nals. “Much of what law
enforcement does is con-
vince the public that we
need them and feel safe
and they do all this good
stu� for us,” he said.

ICE began testing body
cameras in 2021 during
President Joe Biden’s admi-
nistration and distributed
1,400 devices three years
later, saying use would ex-
pand as funding became
available. 

After returning to o�ce
in 2025, President Donald
Trump rescinded a Biden
order that required federal
law enforcement agencies
to use body cameras.

ICE did not buy body
cameras even after it re-
ceived a historic $75 billion
infusion in Mr. Trump’s sig-
nature policy bill in 2025
and began hiring thou-
sands of new o�cers. The
two July purchases from
Axon were made through
an existing government
contract that began in
2023, records show.

‘ICE will release body camera video
only when it’s in their best interests’ 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press

Demonstrators outside an ICE facility as Haitians arrive for

appointments in Cincinnati, Ohio, on Sunday. AP

Following row over recent fatal shootings by o�cers, the U.S. federal law enforcement agency is set to equip �eld o�cers with body-worn cameras by

the end of Sept.; but, as per ICE’s policy, it will release footage of encounters only after determining whether ‘it is in best interests of agency’ to do so
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India captain Shubman Gill did not take the field on the opening

day of the practice match against SLC XI in Colombo on Friday after

sustaining an injury to his right finger during practice. Gill picked up

the niggle during a training session on Thursday, and as a result,

K.L. Rahul led the side in his absence. 

Captain Gill skips opening day of 
practice game against SLC XI 

PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE

FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY 
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Former India opener Shikhar Dhawan expressed confidence in Rohit

Sharma and Virat Kohli and backed them for the 2027 ODI World

Cup. “They are legends and have performed for the country for so

many years. And I’m sure that both of them will add value in the

World Cup and help the team win,” Dhawan said.

Both Rohit and Kohli will add
value in the World Cup: Dhawan

SOLID SUPPORT

GETTY IMAGES
X

Brendon McCullum has hailed his successor Stephen Fleming, in

pic., as “like me, but better”, after England appointed his former

New Zealand teammate as Test coach. “I had a great time for those

four years and now it’s heading in a di�erent direction. Flem will be

excellent. He’s a little bit like me, but better”.

Like me, but better: McCullum on
new England Test coach Fleming

HIGH PRAISE 
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Ajinkya Rahane said he will play in the inaugural European T20

Premier League, thanks to a call from Steve Waugh. “The moment I

took the call of retirement, within five minutes, Waugh called and

asked, ‘Are you interested in playing for me,” Rahane said. Waugh is

the co-founder and Chief Cricket O�icer of Amsterdam Flames.

Rahane joins European T20 league
after phone call from Steve Waugh

NEXT ASSIGNMENT

FILE PHOTO

The Indian bowling unit
got some rough treatment
from Sri Lanka’s Gen-Next
batters before the spinners
led by Kuldeep Yadav
scripted a recovery in the
�nal session as the host
posted 363 for eight to end
its �rst innings on the
opening day of the three-
day warm-up game here
on Friday.

Since the match doesn’t
have First Class status,
each team will bat a maxi-
mum of 90 overs on days
one and two and 45 overs
each on the �nal day.

O�-spinner Saransh
Jain, who went for 54 in his
11 overs, found the going
tough. However, both Kul-
deep (two for 76 in 18 ov-
ers) and Manav Suthar
(two for 33 in 13 overs) did
well. 

The seasoned Ravindra
Jadeja (two for 64 in 15 ov-
ers) looked out of sync des-
pite getting a couple of
wickets.

Playing a red-ball game
after �ve weeks, the pacers
were understandably rusty
while the spinners, despite
sharing the bulk of the
spoils, didn’t look menac-
ing enough till Kuldeep
found his mojo and asked a
few probing questions.

Otherwise, the day pri-
marily belonged to the
young island batters. 

They looked at ease
while facing the Indian at-
tack on a mostly benign
Nondescripts Cricket Club
track which provided some
purchase for Kuldeep to-
wards the fag end of the
day.

Two Sri Lankan batters
stood out on the day. 

The �rst one was open-
er Nishan Fernando (66,
65b, 11x4, 1x6), who played
the senior Indian pacers —
Mohammed Siraj (none for

44 in 13 overs), and Prasidh
Krishna (none for 32 in
eight overs) — with ease.

Gurnoor Brar (one for
49 in 12 overs) was the only
pacer who looked incisive.

Fernando had recently
played Tests on the West
Indies tour. The 110-run
opening stand with Ravin-
du Rasantha (71, 143b, 6x4,
1x6) had Indian pacers and

spinners scurrying for cov-
er as they scored runs at a
quick clip before an unfor-
tunate mix-up led to Fer-
nando’s run-out.

The second one was
southpaw Sonal Dinusha
(52, 72b, 5x4, 1x6), who
displayed admirable tech-
nique and the only batter
in the middle-order who
read Kuldeep from the
wrist and hit a regal
straight six.

The SLC XI skipper had
scored 92 against West In-
dies in a Test match
recently.

The scores: Sri Lanka Cricket XI
363/8 in 90 overs (Nishan
Fernando 66, Ravindu Rasantha
71, Sonal Dinusha 52) vs. India.
Toss: SLC XI.

India �ghts back after
young Lankan batters
excel on opening day

Bending his back: Gurnoor was the pick of the Indian pacers.

X@BCCI
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Fans will be allowed free entry
during Sri Lanka’s two-Test series
against India, starting August 15
in Galle, the country’s cricket
board announced on Friday
The first match will be held at the
Galle International Stadium while
the second game will be held at
the SSC in Colombo from August
23-27

The All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (AITA) has capped
the upper age limit for its
Executive Committee
members at 70.

At the Extraordinary
General Meeting (EGM)
held on July 26 to adopt the
new constitution, there
were sharp divisions on
whether to keep it at 70 as
mandated by the National
Sports Governance Act or
raise it to 75 by taking cov-
er under the International
Tennis Federation’s consti-
tution which is silent on a
ceiling.

So tight was the vote at

the AITA EGM that the �nal
result was withheld until
full scrutiny. It emerged on
Friday, via an internal com-
munication sent by interim
president Chintan Parikh,
that 25 votes were cast to

keep it at 70 years against
22 for 75.

A prospective EC mem-
ber now has to be less than
70 years on the date of �l-
ing the nomination but can
complete a full term of four
years even if he or she
turns 70 any time after.

This rules out veteran
administrator Anil Khan-
na’s return, for he is 73. Pa-
rikh will turn 70 in the near
future, and September 30
is the deadline for holding
fresh elections under the
new constitution.

The AITA has to submit
the �nalised constitution
to the Delhi High Court
ahead of the next hearing
in the matter on August 14.

AITA caps upper age limit
for EC members at 70

Anil Khanna. FILE PHOTO:

AKHILESH KUMAR

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

When the Indian men’s
hockey team takes the �eld
on August 15 for its World
Cup opener at the historic
Wagener Stadium in the
Netherlands, two expe-
rienced pros will be rewrit-
ing records and hoping to
end more than half a centu-
ry of disappointment for
the country.

Alongside teammate
Manpreet Singh, 31-year-
old Mandeep Singh will
join an elite list of Indians
to play four World Cups,
previously achieved by le-
gends Dhanraj Pillay and
P.R. Sreejesh. Mandeep will
also become the youngest
to do so. He admits pride in
the achievement but is also
constantly reminded of the
missing piece in his medal
cabinet.

“Of course, it feels great
to play my fourth World
Cup, a very proud mo-
ment. But it is also a remin-
der that there is nothing to
show for the three I have al-
ready played. It’s just been
participation so far... we
don’t have the one thing
that we so desperately
want,” Mandeep told The

Hindu ahead of the World
Cup.

For someone who has a
medal from every other
major competition in the
sport, at every level – junior
and senior Asia Cups,

Asian Games, Common-
wealth Games, Asian
Champions Trophy and the
Olympics – that empty
space on his medal cabinet
is a constant reminder of
an un�nished job.

“My father said the same
thing when I spoke to him –
you are still one short. But
if this is the last chance for
us, we won’t waste it and
try to bring back that me-
dal. It is a huge motivation,
playing the fourth World
Cup. Dhanraj sir did it, now
we are going to do it. The
dream now is to lift that
cup,” he insisted.

As one of the seniormost
players in the side with 288
international matches un-
der his belt, Mandeep is
aware of his role but insists
on collective responsibility.

“I believe all 18 players
in a team have to play; eve-
ryone is aware of their indi-

vidual responsibility and
team target. Everyone has
to perform; a senior or ju-
nior is just a tag that
doesn’t matter on the
�eld,” he explained.

A chance to write his
name in the history books
is motivation enough.
“When we won an Olympic
medal in Tokyo after 41
years and then again in Pa-
ris, we saw how it com-
pletely changed Indian
hockey’s stature and again
gained recognition.

“The wait for a World
Cup medal has been lon-
ger, 51 years! So we are
aware of its importance
and what it would mean for
the game and for the coun-
try. Which is why we are
not even thinking of the
Asian Games or anything
else at the moment; full fo-
cus is on the World Cup,”
he declared.

We don’t have the one thing that
we desperately want: Mandeep

Seasoned pro: Mandeep will be playing in his fourth World Cup.
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I
ndian Grandmaster R.
Praggnanandhaa
clinched his maiden

Saint Louis Rapid and Blitz
title in emphatic fashion,
sealing the championship
with a round to spare.

The 20-year-old �n-
ished with 23.5 points,
comfortably ahead of Ja-
vokhir Sindarov of Uzbe-
kistan, one of the conten-
ders for the world
championship cycle. The
�nal round game between
the duo ended in a draw. 

Not losing any games on
the �nal day of the last ra-
pid and blitz in the Grand
Chess Tour (GCT) event,
Praggnanandhaa jumped
to second spot in the GCT
which almost guarantees a
place in the grand �nale
scheduled later this year.
The Indian will just have to
keep up his form in the last
tournament of the season
which will be played under
the Classical system.

After winning the rapid
section with a marginal
lead against Sindarov,
Pragg lost only one game
in the blitz and scored the
requisite victories to end
up with 11.5 points out of a

possible 18.
Sindarov, who was trail-

ing Praggnanandhaa by a
full point after the rapid
section, had to be content
with the second spot on 22
points while Wesley So of

United States came third,
scoring 20.5 points overall.

Praggnanandhaa
jumped to second spot in
the overall GCT rankings
following his triumph and
much would depend on

how he performs in the
last tournament slated to
start on the weekend.

“I am super happy with
the result (winning the St
Louis Rapid & Blitz) and
overall about the game
quality. 

“This is the �rst major
rapid and blitz victory, so
I’m really happy about it,”
Praggnanandhaa posted
on X after the triumph in
the elite 10-man �eld.

“I want to thank my
whole team and family for
their amazing support.
Next I’ll play in the Sinque-
�eld Cup, which will start
in three days. So, there is
not much time to rest and
it’s also the event before
the GCT �nal. It’s going to
be really exciting,” the
young Grandmaster
added.

Final standings: 1. R
Praggnanandhaa 23.5 points; 2.
Javokhir Sindarov (Uzb) 22; 3.
Wesley So (USA) 20.5; 4: Levon
Aronian (USA) 19; 5-7. Fabiano
Caruana (USA); Lenier Dominguez
Perez (USA), Jorden Van Foreest
(Ned) 17 each; 8. Anish Giri (Ned)
15.5; 9. Vincent Keymer (Ger)
14.5; 10. Awonder Liang (USA) 14.

His maiden triumph in the prestigious event helps the Indian jump to second place in GCT standings; the 

Grandmaster says he is happy with the quality of his play; Sindarov �nishes runner-up, So takes third place

CHESS 

Dominant Praggnanandhaa makes
the winning moves at St. Louis

Press Trust of India
ST. LOUIS (USA)

Dream run: Consistency did the trick for Praggnanandhaa in a strong field. FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

India’s Olympic gold me-
dal-winning captain V. Bas-
karan believes the current
team is well prepared for
the Hockey World Cup to
be held in Belgium and the
Netherlands from August
15.

Speaking on the side-
lines of the renaming and
relaunch of the Hockey Ti-
ruvallur as Tamil Hockey
League, the 75-year-old
backed the side coached
by Craig Fulton.

“I feel India is the best-
prepared team. I think it is
a balanced side. We have
two players appearing in
their fourth World Cup, six
or seven in their third, a
couple in their second, and
six or seven making their
debut. Even those debu-
tants have played 20 to 25
international games, espe-
cially in Europe, and have
enough exposure. I don’t
see any weak link,” Baska-
ran said.

“Overall, I believe the
team is in safe hands. The
forwards have to convert
their chances, the mid�eld
has to keep creating oppor-
tunities, the defenders
must avoid major errors...
the biggest positive it that
both our goalkeepers (Mo-
hith H.S. & Suraj Karkera)
are in very good form,” he
reckoned.

The top two teams from

each of the four pools ad-
vance to the next stage.
Baskaran, who led the
country to the top of the
podium in the 1980 Mos-
cow Games, said the se-
cond round would be cru-
cial. 

“The second round will
be the real test. Beyond
that, it is anybody’s tourna-
ment. There has been a
long drought (since Ajit Pal
Singh’s men triumphed in
1975), but I believe India
can do well in this World
Cup and progress past the
pool stage. Pakistan will be
competitive, but India
should beat Wales. En-
gland will play cautiously
and not take unnecessary
risks. It should be a good
tournament for India”.

Baskaran hopeful of
India’s prospects in 
the World Cup

Baskaran.
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Tarun Shastry
CHENNAI

I feel India is the
best-prepared team.
Overall, I believe the
team is in safe hands
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T
he end came swiftly. It took New Zea-
land only 51.2 overs to wrap up the En-
gland second innings at Trent Bridge.

Jamie Smith’s slog against Mitchell
Santner ended in the hands of a diving Nathan
Smith, running in from long-on. That was not just
the end of the third Test. It was also the end of
what was perhaps the most discussed, or debat-
ed, style of playing Test cricket since Bodyline.

Breaking point

New Zealand won by 160 runs, and also became the
�rst team ever to win a three-match series in En-
gland after losing the opening Test. It was indeed a
fabulous achievement by Tom Latham’s men.

For Latham’s English counterpart, Ben Stokes,
it was his last international match. For the coach,
Brendon McCullum, it was the last Test in charge

of England.
Bazball thus

came to its inevita-
ble end. Ironically, it
had begun with a se-
ries against New
Zealand in an En-
glish summer, four
years ago. And it had
begun in magni�-

cent fashion, with England winning four Tests, all
chasing, all with guns blazing, in a row —

three against New Zealand and one against
India.

It was even more remarkable be-
cause the England Test team was

going through a tough period at
that time: it had won just one

of 17 matches after the �rst
Test against India at Chennai

in early 2021. Coach Chris
Silverwood lost his job,
following the 0-4 drub-
bing in the 2021-22
Ashes in Australia, and

after the defeat in the Ca-
ribbean in March 2022, Joe
Root resigned.

So, it wasn’t the most ideal
of situations when McCullum
was appointed as England’s
Test coach by Rob Key, manag-

ing director of England men’s
cricket. And the Kiwi had no
previous experience of coach-
ing in red-ball cricket, though
he had been in charge of fran-
chise teams such as the Kolkata
Knight Riders.

McCullum conceived, Stokes
executed. They will be remem-
bered as one of cricket’s most re-
markable coach-captain duos.
Their approach to playing Test

cricket was the kind that hadn’t been witnessed
before. New Zealand and India weren’t prepared
for the ultra-aggressive mode of cricket England
played in the summer of 2022.

It was not just England’s style that was spec-
tacular. The results were, too.

Against New Zealand, England’s scores in the
second innings were 279 for �ve, 299 for �ve, and
296 for three. Against India, it was 378 for three.
And those chases were completed at brisk
strike-rates.

Chasing a big total has always been a daunting
task in Test cricket. Safety �rst has nearly always
been the mantra, and even that stunning chase
by India against Australia at Brisbane in 2021 had
begun on a cautious note. It took an extraordin-
ary hook by Washington Sundar against Pat
Cummins and an out-of-the-world counterattack-
ing knock by Rishabh Pant to make India shift
gears and aim for the ultimate glory.

Interestingly, Stokes once spoke of how the
manner in which Pant played made him think
about the possibilities of aggressive batting in
Test cricket. And before Pant, there were Adam
Gilchrist and Virender Sehwag, but what made
the concept of Bazball di�erent was that eve-
ryone wanted to bat as if there was no tomorrow.
If a wicketkeeper as accomplished as Ben Foakes
could not �nd a place in the eleven, it showed
what McCullum and Stokes wanted.

Finding expression

What Bazball looked to do was to remove the fear
of failing. So regardless of the situation, a player
was allowed to play his strokes, or express him-

self, as England
cricketers would ex-
plain in press confe-
rence after press con-
ference. When England
�elded, the bowlers were
asked to always look for
wickets; restricting the bat-
ters from making runs
wasn’t the priority.

And England wanted to win.
An exciting — though not success-
ful — chase was found more appealing
than a draw. One was never sure if that
was quite right in competitive sport.
And one of the charms of Test cricket
— and also what someone new to cricket
would not understand — is the sheer thrill of
not getting a decisive result after playing for
�ve days, more than 30 hours.

Such trivial matters, however, didn’t cross
the minds of the English players, and their fans,
for much of the early part of the Bazball era, as
the team posted some astounding wins, like
the one against Pakistan at Rawalpindi in
2022, when England scored 657 from just 101
overs. Two years later, the victory against In-
dia in the �rst Test at Hyderabad was even
greater, as England had conceded a �rst-in-
nings lead of 190.

The four Tests that followed, however,
showed why Bazball can’t work all the time.
India won all those matches. For all En-
gland’s aggressive intent, it is debatable
whether a batter of Root’s quality needed to

play a reverse scoop against a bowler of Jasprit
Bumrah’s quality.

An identical scoreline (4-1) in the most recent
Ashes in Australia meant that Bazball couldn’t click
against stronger opposition. Bazball also worked
more on �atter surfaces, while it had problems
when the ball moved or turned.

Right from the beginning of Bazball, the big
question was whether it was a sustainable model.
As former England batter Mark Butcher told The
Hindu recently, Test cricket is a format that dictates
to you what is necessary. “If you push too hard, the
game will bite you back,” he said.

McCullum and Stokes had indeed pushed too
hard. When you go on to lose a Test match by two
wickets after declaring on the opening day with two
wickets remaining, questions are bound to be
asked.

Questions were also asked about how some of
the England players behaved o� the �eld during
the Bazball era. The pub-incident involving Stokes
and Gus Atkinson this summer didn’t help, either.

The statistics may not say that England bene�t-
ed much from Bazball. In 49 Tests, England scored
27 wins, but lost 20. That there were just two draws
is of course hardly surprising.

But it would not be fair to evaluate Bazball’s le-
gacy just based on numbers, even if they are im-
pressive when it comes to run-rates, strike-rates
and hundreds. It was an attempt to play Test crick-

et in a di�erent way and entertain the paying
public.

Fun while it lasted

But for Bazball, we would not have
been able to witness Jonny Bairstow

metamorphosing into Viv Richards
in 2022 or Ollie Pope turning the

reverse sweep into the best
form of defence during his
monumental 196 in the
Hyderabad Test. Bazball
was fun while it lasted.

It could have lasted
longer perhaps if England
had been a little more
conservative on occasion
and realised that Test
cricket’s charm lies in its
in�nite variety. There is
more than one way to
play what is the most
demanding form of all
sports.

There is joy in
watching Harry Brook
dance down the track.
There is also joy in
watching Shubman Gill
play a perfect forward
defensive push.

Smash, bang, whimper:

Now that the most discussed and debated style of

playing Test cricket since Bodyline has ended,

how do we assess its legacy? What worked and

what didn’t? Could it have lasted longer? And how

will it be remembered?

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Bazball
could
perhaps
have
lasted
longer if
England
had
realised
that Test
cricket’s
charm lies
in its
in�nite
variety

But for Bazball, we would not
have witnessed Bairstow
metamorphosing into Richards in
2022 or Pope turning the reverse
sweep into the best form of
defence in Hyderabad

the rise and fall of Bazball
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STACKING UP

JONNY BAIRSTOW

HARRY BROOK

GETTY IMAGES
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M
iss Giggles is now a Superstar.

Three years ago, as the Indian
squash team celebrated a satisfying
outing at the 2023 Asian Games, a

15-year-old kid was already being spoken of as the
one to watch. Anahat Singh, the baby of the side
in Hangzhou, had lowered the age of the youn-
gest Indian Asiad medallist and raised the bar for
an entire generation of sporting aspirants.

For the then 37-year-old Saurav Ghosal, she
was the kid who made him realise he was from a
di�erent generation — Ghosal was, after all, a
three-time national champion before Anahat was
born. “I call her Miss Giggles because every time
she sees me, she starts laughing. I wish my wife
thought I was that funny too! We are from di�e-
rent generations and we do a lot of things di�e-
rently,” Ghosal had said.

Dismantling a machine

Cut to 2026 and Anahat, now in her �nal year on
the junior circuit, has become the �rst Indian ev-
er to be crowned the Junior World champion.
More signi�cantly, the 18-year-old beat three
Egyptians on the trot in the knockouts, including
Ruqayya Salem in the �nal, dismantling a ma-
chine that churns out champions like a factory
�oor.

“I was a little stressed before the �nal, but
honestly not as much as I expected to be. I had
played her multiple times before and I had seen
her play through the tournament as well. I felt
con�dent about the way I had been playing
through the week and the amount of training I
had done. I knew it was just one last push,” Ana-
hat said of her campaign in Ontario.

She knew it was her �nal chance to tick a huge
box and while a lot of talented players crumble
under the pressure of now-or-never situations, it

only brought out her innate �ghting spirit. “It
pushed me to give it my all and I don’t think I
would have played this freely if it wasn’t. I knew
how much it meant to check it o� my list and I
think that made a huge di�erence,” she admits

A lot has been already written about her ta-
lent, her skills, her understanding of the game
and her ability to read an opponent and the
game situation quicker than most. But beyond
the backhands and the peripheral vision and the
reach within the four walls of a squash court, it’s
the single-minded pursuit of excellence that has
been Anahat’s de�ning trait. That and her mental
strength, the complete faith in herself and a dis-
regard for the established world order.

“She is a happy-go-lucky kid who has also al-
ways been totally fearless. She has always been
very particular about her discipline and her
game, that hasn’t changed. But she has be-
come a lot more mature as a person,” her
mother Tani Vadehra Singh says.

“She’s fearless and believes very
strongly that she can beat
anyone in the world, a
great quality to have.
She’s also someone
who hates losing, in
a good way. She’s
not a bad loser, she
just hates it and so
she wants to do eve-
rything she can to
not have to feel that,”
Ghosal adds.

“Anahat has the ap-
proach of a champion.
Whether she plays World No. 1 or
No. 20, she steps on court to win, not just
compete,” her coach of two years and
former World champion Gregory Gaul-
tier declares. Stephane Gali�, her other

coach, calls her a shrimp that moves like a lion
with an eye to understand her opponent’s game
before they actually do.

A champion’s journey

That’s the near-unanimous appraisal from those
who have been a part of her journey which start-
ed with her a�nity for badminton and idol wor-
ship of P.V. Sindhu. That journey took her across
cities and countries and coaches that include Rit-
wik Bhattacharya, the �ag-bearer of Indian
squash for the longest time, Gaultier, Gali� and
Ghosal, who is more of a mentor.

It has been a steady rise for Anahat up
the rare�ed world of squash, a sport

that fought o� the perception of be-
ing a rich man’s networking play-
ground to become the latest en-
trant to the Olympic movement. It
also took her on a path of growth,
from a little kid who would not
sleep alone to an athlete who is set

to carry India’s squash hopes
at Los Angeles 2028.

“It’s de�nitely a privi-
lege with always a little
bit of pressure added. A
little pressure is always
a good thing because
you have a lot to play
for,” she declares, ad-
ding that now that she
is no longer a junior, it’s
time to step up and play

with the big girls on the circuit.
That’s typical teen talk,

though, insisting on being all
grown up even as the elders
around her feel the need to
protect her. 

“The only time she tra-

velled without us was for the Commonwealth
Games and the Asian Games, but that’s because no
one else is allowed in the Games Village. At that
point, she used to sleep in our room and had never
slept on her own. We are now slowly letting her go
but still somebody will travel with her till she her-
self says, ‘Okay, I’m good to go’. She has met so ma-
ny di�erent kinds of people that she’s a better
judge [of people], still not the best though,” Tani,
the ever-protective mother, admits.

Ghosal explains that “she needs a bit of push-
ing in terms of what she needs to do on a daily ba-
sis but she listens and she absorbs and she’s
smart. As a person, I think she’s probably casual
in a lot of ways, very chilled. She likes her Insta-
gram or Snapchat, likes to have chocolate and go
out with her friends, just being a teen.

“You need to coax communication out of her.
Initially, it’s all monosyllables. She’s not one who
asks a lot of questions. You need to prod her and
get her to open up. But that’s the whole idea, for
her to understand herself better as a person and
as a player so that she is more secure when she
does play.”

It is easy to judge her results forgetting that she
still is a teenager. And despite her professional-
ism, there is still a lot to do before Anahat be-
comes the world beater everyone wills her to be.

What unlocks her

“She is able to play the game in a way that a ma-
jority of girls do not, because she is multidimen-
sional. But in terms of executing it every single
day, there is still a bridge to be crossed, because
it’s still not part of her soul. It’s not like she goes
on to court and that naturally comes out every
time. That kind of assimilation, that progression
will be extremely important and I think that will
be her biggest unlock as a player,” Ghosal says.

She’s getting there. One step at a time, Miss
Giggles is laughing her way to the very top.

Anahat Singh recently became the �rst Indian

squash player to be crowned Junior World

champion. How did the ‘very chilled’,

‘happy-go-lucky kid’ conquer the might of

Egypt? And what does the future hold for the

18-year-old who reads opponents and situations

better than most?

Coming into the [World Junior
championships], I knew it was my last
chance and how much it meant to check
it o� my list. That made a huge
di�erence. It pushed me to give it my all

ANAHAT SINGH

She’s
someone
who hates
losing, in a
good way.
She’s not a
bad loser,
she just
hates it and
so she wants
to do
everything
she can to
not have to
feel that

SAURAV
GHOSAL
Former World 
No. 10
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New Zealand will see no more
commercial greyhound racing,
with the activity o�icially
banned from August 1 because
of animal welfare concerns.

The modern form of the
‘sport’, which evolved from hare
coursing, involves greyhounds

racing on a dedicated track,
chasing a mechanically operat-
ed lure that runs on a rail.

A New Zealand government
representative told the BBC that
the dog racing industry had
“lost its social licence” after mul-
tiple reviews concluded that in-
jury and death rates “remain un-
acceptably high”.

Around 1,400 greyhounds,
such as the ones in this photo-
graph from Auckland, will retire
in New Zealand and require
rehoming.

Some greyhound trainers in
New Zealand plan to move their
dogs to Australia, where the
practice remains legal in many
parts. The Australian Capital Ter-

ritory has outlawed it while Tas-
mania has announced plans to
phase it out.

Greyhound racing, which
contributes to a substantial bet-
ting market, is shrinking across
the world. Scotland and Wales
passed legislation outlawing it
this year. Most US States have
imposed bans as well.
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Dog days end
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GAME THEORY

Uthra Ganesan

How Miss Giggles 
is laughing her way 
to the top

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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