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C
ongress leaders in
Uttarakhand have
alleged that the

Election Commission (EC)
is accepting and process-
ing unveri�ed bulk appli-
cations to delete voters’
names during the claims
and objections period of
the ongoing special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of voter
lists in the State.

The party submitted a
memorandum to the poll
body in Delhi on Thursday,
complaining that certain
individuals have each sub-
mitted thousands of Form
7 applications. A party de-
legation subsequently met
Uttarakhand’s Chief Elec-
toral O�cer (CEO),
B.V.R.C. Purushottam, in
Dehradun on Friday to
raise their concerns.

A Form 7 is �led to ob-
ject to an existing name on
the electoral rolls or to re-
quest the deletion of a
name due to reasons such
as death, migration, or in-
eligibility. The booth-level
o�cer (BLO) or the Electo-
ral Registration O�cer
(ERO) has to conduct an in-

quiry into each Form 7 ap-
plication and issue a notice
to the voter before taking
any action. As The Hindu

had earlier reported, cases
of bulk Form 7 submissions
had previously surfaced in
States such as Rajasthan,
Gujarat, and Assam. Most
of the people in whose

names the forms had been
�led had denied that they
had anything to do with
them.

While booth-level
agents of political parties
are allowed to �le maxi-
mum 10 Form 7 a day and
only 30 in total, there is no
limit on how many such
forms an individual elector
can submit. The Congress,
citing data from the Utta-
rakhand CEO, said that,
from the date of voter list
draft publication up to Au-
gust 6, a total of 262 indivi-
dual objectors had each
�led more than 10 Form 7,
adding up to several thou-
sands. Mr. Purushottam
told The Hindu that he
would look into all allega-
tions of bulk Form 7 sub-
missions in the State.

Cong. alleges bulk voter
purge bid in Uttarakhand 
Opposition party raises the issue with the EC, says several individuals have submitted thousands

of Form 7 applications for deletion of voters from electoral rolls under the ongoing SIR in the State

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI
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Pressure on incumbent Bar
Council of India (BCI)
chairperson Manan Kumar
Mishra mounted on Satur-
day with a demand for his
resignation being formally
raised during a meeting of
the BCI General Council at
its o�ce in New Delhi.

BCI member Manoj Ku-
mar Narendran from Kera-
lam called for Mr. Mishra’s
resignation during the
meeting, placing the de-
mand directly before the
General Council. His call
was supported by another
member from Uttar Pra-
desh, advocate Srinath
Tripathi.

Mr. Narendran told The

Hindu that the chairperson
did not accept the demand
and that the next course of
action would be decided
later. 

He said that the func-
tioning of the BCI had, over
the years, increasingly
come to be identi�ed with
the authority and deci-

sions of its chairperson
rather than the collective
will of the council. 

Concerning moves
“Of particular concern is
the amendment by which
the tenure of the chairper-
son was extended to �ve
years. Serious questions
arise regarding the legality
of such an amendment and
the manner in which it was
brought about, particularly
when its e�ect was to di-
rectly bene�t the incum-
bent chairperson by ena-
bling a substantially longer
continuance in o�ce,” Mr.
Narendran said.

The demand at the Gen-
eral Council meeting came
on the heels of a letter by
BCI co-chairperson Y.R. Sa-
dasiva Reddy, who called
upon Mr. Mishra to step
down and sought an inde-
pendent probe into a se-
ries of allegations concern-
ing the functioning and
�nancial administration of
the statutory body.

On Thursday, more than
200 lawyers gathered out-
side the BCI o�ce under
the banner of the All India
Young Advocates Associa-
tion, raising demands in-
cluding reforms in the
BCI’s election mechanism
and greater accountability
in its functioning.

On Friday, a plea was
�led in the Supreme Court
challenging the legality of
Mr. Mishra’s prolonged te-
nure as BCI chairperson.
The plea has not been list-
ed for hearing yet.

Pressure mounts on BCI chief
amid demands for resignation 
Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

Manan Kumar Mishra
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» PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 7

The Union Health Ministry
has imposed restrictions
on the manufacture, sale,
and distribution of all
�xed-dose combinations
(FDCs) containing chlor-
pheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochlo-
ride, mandating a clear
warning that these medi-
cines shall not be used to
treat children below four
years of age.

Last year, the Centre
restricted certain FDCs
containing the two ingre-
dients, subject to the same
age-speci�c warning. The
latest noti�cation extends
the requirement to all for-
mulations containing these
two ingredients. The deci-
sion follows recommenda-
tions of an expert commit-
tee and the Drugs
Technical Advisory Board.

The move comes amid
tightened scrutiny of

cough-and-cold medicines
in young children. The
combination of chlorphe-
niramine maleate, an anti-
histamine used to reduce
symptoms such as a runny
nose and sneezing, and
phenylephrine hydrochlo-
ride, a decongestant in-
tended to relieve nasal
blockage, has long been
used in cold and allergy
preparations. Young chil-

dren are particularly vul-
nerable to dosing errors
and adverse e�ects from
multi-ingredient medi-
cines. Chlorpheniramine
can cause marked drowsi-
ness or, paradoxically, ex-
citability, while phenyle-
phrine can a�ect heart rate
and blood pressure. 

Centre expands curbs on cold
medicines for children under 4
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI
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Rowing to glory

Team e�ort: The ‘Aroma Chundan’ (number 10), rowed by the Aroma Boat Club, finishes first at the

72nd Nehru Trophy Boat Race on Punnamada Lake in Alappuzha, Keralam, on Saturday. SURESH ALLEPPEY

CLASSIFIEDS » PAGE 6

MAGAZINE » 8 PAGES

SUSTAINABLE HABITAT

Making an asset out of
a botanical liability 
Conservation project aims at reclaiming 
Assam’s elephant habitat, one weed at a time
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A day after members of the
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) were allegedly at-
tacked during a visit to the
Government Primary
School in Jaipur’s Rampu-
ra-Kanwarpura village, the
out�t and local villagers
lodged FIRs on Saturday
accusing one another of as-
sault and creating
disturbance.

A CJP team had reached
the village on Friday to in-
spect the condition of the
school when a confronta-
tion broke out between its
members and local resi-
dents. Shivdaspura Station
House O�cer Rajesh Gau-
tam said a local villager
lodged a complaint on Fri-
day night, alleging that
children were frightened
and stopped attending
school after the incident.

Mr. Gautam said the se-
cond FIR was registered on
the basis of a complaint by
a CJP member, who alleged
that members of the team
had been assaulted during
the incident.

‘Attack by BJP goons’
Reacting to the FIR, CJP co-
convener Ashutosh Ranka
alleged that the attackers
were “goons” called by
Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders. “We have videos
and all the evidence. If
they also have evidence, let
them show it,” he said.

About 20 students
turned up for classes as an
uneasy calm prevailed in
the village on Saturday.
The students were shifted
to a vacant house. Until
then, they were attending
classes in a cattle enclosure
after the school building
was declared unsafe.

CJP, Jaipur
villagers lodge
cross FIRs day
after school
visit incident

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Centre sets up
panel to resolve
Gorkha issue

KOLKATA

The Centre on Saturday

decided to set up a committee

to draft an agreement for a

“permanent political solution”

to the demands of the Gorkha

community in the Darjeeling

hills and adjoining areas of

north Bengal. » Page 7

Be loud and �ght
for your space,
Rahul tells Gen Z

PUNE

In his fourth ‘Chhatron ki

Goonj’ address held in Pune on

Saturday, senior Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi asked Gen

Z girls to “be loud, be proud

and fight for your space in the

society”. » Page 8
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W
ith H1N1 cases
rising in the
Capital, outpa-

tient departments (OPDs)
at hospitals are seeing an
increasing number of pa-
tients with symptoms of
the viral infection.

Doctors said that while
most healthy adults are re-
covering without compli-
cations, vulnerable
groups, including the el-
derly, children and people
with pre-existing condi-
tions, are at risk of deve-
loping serious complica-
tions. 

Some patients have also
required ventilator sup-
port due to respiratory
complications, they added.
Delhi has recorded 1,777
cases this season, com-
pared with 229 cases dur-
ing the monsoon in 2025.

Health Minister Pankaj
Kumar Singh said there has

been an increase in cases,
but hospitals are adequate-
ly prepared and had su�-
cient dedicated beds.
“Most people are recover-
ing soon and there is no
immediate cause for con-
cern,” he said.

Vulnerable patients
Government hospitals
across the Capital have set
up dedicated intensive
care units (ICUs), and se-
nior doctors said meetings

have been held to discuss
the increase in cases. Sepa-
rate wards are also being
set up where patients can
be isolated for seven days. 

Dr. Ramesh Chand Mee-
na, Associate Professor at
the Department of Medi-
cine of Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital, said that
while the number of pa-
tients visiting the OPD has
increased, no patient has
yet been admitted to the
dedicated ICU section.

Dr. Atul Gogia, head of
the infectious diseases unit
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,
attributed the sudden
surge to weather changes,
which he said created con-
ditions conducive to the
survival and spread of res-
piratory viruses.

“The primary symp-
toms include high fever,
severe body ache, cold and
cough, with mild reduc-
tion in white cell counts
and platelets in some pa-
tients,” he said.

‘Recovering with rest’
Dr. Vikas Mittal, director of
pulmonology at CK Birla
Hospital, said most healthy
individuals recovered with
rest, hydration and symp-
tomatic treatment. 

“Prevention includes
annual in�uenza vaccina-
tion, hand hygiene, mask-
ing in crowded spaces,
good ventilation and stay-
ing home when sympto-
matic,” he added.

H1N1 surge: hospital footfall
increases as doctors �ag risks

Delhi has recorded 1,777 cases this season, compared with 229 cases

during the monsoon in 2025. FILE PHOTO

While most healthy adults are recovering without major complications, some patients put on

ventilator due to respiratory issues, say doctors; sharp spike also attributed to weather changes

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

A new 40-acre prison com-
plex, including a dedicated
high-security facility, is
scheduled to open in Nare-
la by November 2027 as
Delhi’s prisons grapple
with an inmate population
exceeding twice their com-
bined sanctioned capacity.

The complex will house
1,256 inmates — 256 in a
high-security prison and
1,000 in two general pri-
sons — including high-risk
prisoners shifted from Ti-
har, Rohini and Mandoli.
In 2025, the three prison
complexes, with a com-
bined sanctioned capacity
of 10,026, housed over

20,000 inmates. Of them,
88% were undertrials, 60%
were aged 18–30, and theft,
attempt to murder, rob-
bery and rape were among
the most common
o�ences.

Space crunch
“Overcrowding is a major
problem in our prisons,

with the jails collectively
housing nearly twice their
sanctioned capacity. In
some jails, the number of
inmates is four or even �ve
times the capacity. Around
88% of the inmates are un-
dertrials, while only 12%
are convicted prisoners.
Even people booked for
minor o�ences are arrest-

ed and brought to jail, and
judicial delays can leave
some undertrials behind
bars for �ve to 10 years,” an
o�cial said.

The prison department
also faces a manpower
crunch, with 2,500 per-
sonnel against 3,200 posts
sanctioned in 2024; 1,676
personnel, including war-
ders, are expected to be re-
cruited. The Narela high-
security prison has re-
ceived ₹148.58 crore in
funds, with 10% of con-
struction completed.

It will feature panopti-
con-style architecture,
high perimeter walls and
multi-layered security, o�-
cials said. The department
is also testing targeted mo-
bile-jamming systems to

curb unauthorised phone
use and reduce the need to
move inmates outside pri-
son premises.

Vocational training
The prison administration
is also focusing on rehabili-
tation through work and
vocational training. In
April, the Tihar carpentry
and fabrication unit sup-
plied 10,000 dual desks to
Delhi government schools
and 26,000 to MCD
schools. 

Inmates are also being
trained to repair basic ap-
pliances and equipment,
including air conditioners,
fans and lights. However,
prisoners are currently al-
lowed to spend a maxi-
mum of ₹12,000 a month,

including purchases from
prison canteens.

Meanwhile, prison re-
form experts have ques-
tioned whether expanding
prison capacity can ad-
dress overcrowding. 

V.K. Singh, founder and
president of the Prison
World Organisation and
former Director General of
Telangana Prisons and
Correctional Services,
said, “We can’t meet the
challenge of overcrowding
by increasing the number
of jails. This is a vicious cy-
cle... no reforms, more pri-
soners, more jail sta�,
more corruption leading to
overcrowding.” 

He added that the pro-
blem could be tackled
through reforms.

Shrimansi Kaushik 
Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

All eyes on Narela timeline as city’s three jails creak under strain

High-risk prisoners from Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli jails will be

shifted to the new Narela prison. FILE PHOTO

A 31-year-old MSc student
at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi al-
legedly died by suicide on
campus on Saturday, the
police said.

According to the police,
a PCR call regarding a stu-
dent’s death was received
at 8.33 a.m. at Kishangarh
police station. “Police per-
sonnel immediately
reached IIT Delhi and
found the student injured.
He was taken to the cam-
pus hospital, where he was
declared brought dead.
The crime team and Foren-

sic Science Laboratory
(FSL) team were called to
the spot to inspect the
scene and collect evi-
dence. Further legal action
is being taken as per law,” a
senior police o�cer said.

The o�cer said a cell
phone was found in the
student’s pocket and will
be examined as part of the
investigation. Police are al-
so obtaining counselling
records and other relevant
information from the insti-
tute and verifying the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the incident.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help) 

IIT Delhi student dies
by suicide on campus

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Nine Congress workers were arrested on
Saturday for allegedly disrupting security and
obstructing government duty after they waved
black �ags and attempted to block Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini’s convoy a day earlier,
o�cials said, adding that they were later released
on bail. A case was registered against 12 named
accused, including the Congress workers, at the
Civil Lines police station. PTI

9 Congress workers held over
Haryana CM convoy blockade

INBRIEF
�

Eighteen foreign nationals, including nine from
Thailand, four from Nigeria and three from
Bangladesh, have been apprehended for
allegedly overstaying in India during a
veri�cation drive in Outer Delhi, the police said
on Saturday. The drive was conducted by the
Foreigner Cell of the Outer district and local
police to verify foreign nationals in the area. PTI

18 foreigners detained for
overstaying in Outer district

Over 200 representatives
of the Sikh community
gathered outside the resi-
dence of senior Congress
leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi on Satur-
day to protest against re-
marks allegedly describing
the late former Congress
MP and 1984 anti-Sikh riots
convict Sajjan Kumar as a
“party role model”. Kumar
died at Safdarjung Hospital
in Delhi on Thursday. He
was 80.

The protesters demand-
ed a formal apology from
Mr. Gandhi and the resig-
nation of the party’s Lok
Sabha MP Deepender
Singh Hooda over his com-
ments after hearing about
Kumar’s demise. They also
alleged that Mr. Gandhi
had seconded the remarks. 

Slogans raised
Protesters raised slogans
against the Congress and
Mr. Gandhi and set his e�-

gy on �re. The protest was
held amid heavy police de-
ployment. 

The police said they
asked the protesters to dis-
perse since the demonstra-
tion was unauthorised.
When some of them conti-
nued to breach the barri-
cades, �ve to six persons,
including Delhi Sikh Gurd-
wara Management Com-
mittee president Harmeet
Singh Kalka, were detained
and taken to Mandi Marg
police station. They were
later released.

“The Congress’s real
face has come out now.
This is deeply hurtful to
the victims’ families,” Mr.
Kalka told mediapersons. 

Speaking to The Hindu,
New Delhi Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Sachin
Sharma said, “The protes-
ters were warned, but they
continued to cross the bar-
ricades. A case is being re-
gistered against those de-
tained.” 

Protesters burn Rahul
e�gy over party MP’s
remark on late leader
Lavpreet Kaur
NEW DELHI

SEE ALSO

» PAGE 4

A taxi driver allegedly
killed a man following a
dispute over the fare for a
journey from Gurugram to
Delhi and later called his
wife and son to help con-
ceal the body in west Del-
hi’s Naraina Vihar. All three
were arrested on Friday
night, the police said on

Saturday.
The incident took place

on August 17. The police
found the naked, blood-
stained body of the man on
a pavement in C-Block, Na-
raina Vihar. The deceased,
who is yet to be identi�ed,
had a deep injury on the
right side of his head and
multiple injuries on his bo-
dy, the police said, adding
that an FIR was registered.

Taxi driver held after
killing man over fare
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

One labourer died and
another su�ered grievous
injuries after they fell from
the roof of a �ve-storeyed
building while whitewash-
ing it in west Delhi’s Fateh
Nagar, the police said on
Saturday.

Munna Shah, 44, was ta-
ken to Deen Dayal Upad-
hyay Hospital, where doc-
tors declared him brought
dead, the police said. The
other labourer, Rajesh, 38,
is currently stable. The pol-
ice said the labourers were
sitting on a plank tied to a
rope and did not use safety
equipment, which led to
the fall. The police have re-
gistered an FIR under Sec-
tions 290, 125(b) and 106(1)
of the BNS. 

Labourer dies,
1 more injured
after falling
from building

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

DEATH
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States

Timings

DELHI

SUNDAY, AUG. 23

RISE 05:55 SET 18:53

RISE 15:51 SET 01:05

MONDAY, AUG. 24

RISE 05:55 SET 18:52

RISE 16:35 SET 02:00

TUESDAY, AUG. 25

RISE 05:56 SET 18:51

RISE 17:16 SET 02:57

M
adhya Pradesh
Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav has

directed o�cials to visit
the villages in Panna and
Chhatarpur districts and
meet the families impacted
by the Ken-Betwa river link
project to hear their
grievances.

Mr. Yadav issued the di-
rections after holding a re-
view meeting for the pro-
ject in Khajuraho on
Friday. 

The move comes just
days after Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi met a group of
protesters who had staged
demonstrations in April
and July demanding better
compensation and rehabil-
itation for the families af-

fected by the Centre’s
₹44,000-crore Ken-Betwa
Link Project (KBLP) and
�ve State government
works including the Majh-
gaon and Runjh irrigation
projects.

Mr. Yadav directed the
Panna and Chhatarpur dis-
trict administrations to en-
sure that o�cials visit ev-
ery household in the
a�ected villages to under-
stand the actual situation

and problems of the fami-
lies. He directed the o�-
cials to listen sensitively to
the di�culties faced by the
tribal families and resolve
them on priority, a govern-
ment statement said after
the review meeting.

Delivery of bene�ts
Mr. Yadav also asked o�-
cials to ensure doorstep
delivery of bene�ts of va-
rious government welfare

schemes are reaching the
eligible families that have
been displaced due to the
project. “He said where fa-
milies have settled at new
locations, concrete action
plans should be prepared
to provide essential facili-
ties such as schools, angan-
wadi centres, health
centres and community
halls,” the statement said.

In April and July, hun-
dreds of tribals from villag-
es in the two districts had
staged ‘satyagrah’ protests
in various forms, including
by standing in water and
lying on symbolic pyres on
the banks of Barana river
in Chhatarpur against the
project. 

The demonstrations
ended on July 19 after the
State police dismantled the
protest site and forcibly ad-
mitted activist Amit Bhat-

nagar, who had been on a
hunger strike, to a hospital.

Mr. Yadav also instruct-
ed o�cials to ensure early
payment of the approved
additional amount to those
a�ected by the Runjh and
Majhgaon projects in Pan-
na. The compensation for
the two projects was in-
creased from ₹5 lakh to
₹12.5 lakh for each a�ected
family. 

Earlier on August 19, Mr.
Gandhi extended support
to the a�ected villagers af-
ter meeting Mr. Bhatnagar
and other protesters, and
said that he would visit the
area. “The problems, de-
mands, struggles, and per-
sonal ordeals of the tribal
brothers and sisters... In
this �ght, I and the Con-
gress stand with them,” he
had written on X, sharing a
video from the meeting.

M.P. CM asks o�cials to visit families
a�ected by Ken-Betwa river project

Tribal families a�ected by the Ken-Betwa project during a protest in

Chhatarpur. FILE PHOTO

Hear their grievances sensitively, understand actual situation, says Mohan Yadav; directive comes just days after Lok Sabha

LoP Rahul Gandhi met some protesters who have been demanding better compensation and rehabilitation for the families

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The vexing issue of which
party would get the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition
post in the Keralam As-
sembly is roiling the Left
Democratic Front (LDF),
with Leader of the Opposi-
tion Pinarayi Vijayan and
Communist Party of India
(CPI) State secretary Binoy
Viswam locking horns over
the matter on Saturday.

Mr. Vijayan told the
presspersons in Thrissur

on Saturday that there was
no doubt that the post of
Deputy Leader of the Op-
position would go to his
party, the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist), which
leads the Opposition front.
He summarily ruled out
any chance of the post be-
ing given to the CPI.

Mr. Vijayan said the only
requirement left now was
submission of a letter to the
Speaker naming the Depu-
ty Opposition leader. 

Mr. Viswam told press-
persons that he would not

believe Mr. Vijayan would
say what he was quoted as
saying. “I would humbly
state that it was unbecom-
ing of the Leader of the Op-
position to have said so and
that it was not in keeping
with his political maturity,”
Mr. Viswam said. 

He made it clear that the
post of Deputy LoP was a
contentious issue within
the LDF. To a question, he
said no politician or media
house had the right to put a
price on the CPI’s
self-respect.

LDF members lock horns over
Dy. Leader of Opposition post
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak said in Lucknow on
Saturday that the demands
raised by students involved
in the “reservation reform”
movement would be taken
up with the Central leader-
ship of the Bharatiya Janata
Party and a meeting with
the Union Minister con-
cerned would be ensured.
Mr. Pathak was addressing

a press conference with
Harsh Dubey, who claims
to be the leader of the re-
servation reform move-
ment at Jantar Mantar.

Mr. Dubey said the stu-
dents had held a peaceful
protest and their main de-
mand was that they get
equal opportunities. 

However, other mem-
bers of the movement re-
portedly distanced them-
selves from the meeting,
saying the movement is ve-
ry much on.

U.P. Dy. CM meets ‘quota
reform’ agitators, assures
dialogue with Ministers
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Several job aspirants were
detained on Saturday after
a scu�e with police during
a march to Lok Bhavan in
Patna to press for a tran-
sparent recruitment pro-
cess, o�cials said. A large
number of job aspirants
participated in the march,
which was stopped near R-
Golumber where barri-
cades were put up, they
said.

A scu�e broke out as
the protesters tried to
breach the barricades, fol-
lowing which the security
personnel used “mild
force” to disperse them.
Many protesters were sub-
sequently detained, they
added. City SP (Central)
Mamta Kalyani said,
“Adequate forces have
been deployed.”

Job aspirants
detained after
scu�e with
police in Patna

Press Trust of India
PATNA

Abhishek Upadhyay, who
runs a YouTube news chan-
nel that reported the theft
of donations at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, has al-
leged harassment over his
reports on corruption and
other irregularities in Uttar
Pradesh.

‘FIR copy not given’
In a series of posts on X, Mr.
Upadhyay has alleged that a
fresh case had been regis-
tered against him and a co-
py of the First Information
Report �led in Ghaziabad
was not given to him. 

According to Mr. Upad-
hyay, he was in Indirapu-
ram when a motorcyclist
approached from behind
and “made contact” with
his car on August 18. The
man alleged that Mr. Upad-
hyay had hit his motorcy-
cle, and asked the former to
accompany him to the area
police post, where the mo-
torcyclist’s complaint was
recorded, the YouTuber
said.

On August 19, Mr. Upad-
hyay published a report
concerning allegations in-
volving an Indian Adminis-
trative Service o�cial and
two plots of agricultural
land worth several crores
bought in 2023. The report
alleged that a school was
then constructed on the
land. He alleged that the
YouTube video was re-
moved within half an hour,
under provisions for bully-
ing and harassment. Fol-
lowing an overnight legal
challenge, he said, the vi-
deo was restored on August
20. Around 10.20 p.m. on
August 20, when Mr. Upad-
hyay was in Delhi, he re-
ceived a call from his wife

informing him that some
male police personnel had
reached his residence in
Ghaziabad. 

He spoke to one of the
police personnel over the
phone. 

Car towed away
According to Mr. Upadhyay,
the in-charge told him that a
case had been registered,
and asked him to appear at
the post. He asked for a co-
py of the FIR. At 2.45 a.m.
on August 21, he received
through WhatsApp a link to
the FIR, which only had a
single page, and had no de-
tails of the legal provisions
invoked or the alleged inci-
dent. When he sought the
entire content, he received
another link, which had an
FIR �led against him in
Lucknow in 2025 “after he
had reported the murder of
a NEET student” in Gorakh-
pur. He alleged that the pol-
ice towed away his vehicle
on the same day.

Mr. Upadhyay, through
his X handle, has posted 10
of his stories dealing with
allegations of corruption in
the Uttar Pradesh Public
Works Department, and il-
legal mining in U.P.; irregu-
larities in an examination
conducted in U.P. by a com-
pany, which was under the
scanner in Jharkhand; and
irregularities in the State
Revenue Department.

Congress MP and the
party’s media and publicity
department head Pawan
Khera, Aam Aadmi Party’s
Sanjay Singh and Rashtriya
Janata Dal spokesperson
Priyanka Bharti have ex-
tended support to Mr.
Upadhyay. “The man who
came to the rescue of the
faith of Indians is now being
hounded,” Mr. Khera said
on X.

YouTuber who reported
Ram Temple donation
theft claims harassment
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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re�ecting the afternoon
light. The maize �lls a
space that conventional so-
lar farms leave barren.

Jat has been working
with researchers of Indian
Council for Research on
International Economic
Relations (ICRIER) on an
agrophotovoltaics (APV)
project. Also known as
agrivoltaics or agriPV, it is a
practice in which the same
land is used for agriculture
and solar power genera-
tion. His farm is part of a
pilot, spread across nearly
3 acres. This is Rajasthan’s
�rst farmer-owned APV,
which generates 600 kW.
The installation feeds
enough electricity into a
local grid to provide day-
time irrigation power for
around 250 farms.

In 2023, inspired by the
growing solar-panel-co-
vered �elds of his neigh-
bours, Jat exchanged the
uncertainties of each har-
vest for the predictability
of monthly income. “My
farm was generating solar
power, but I could not
come to terms with the fact
that I was no longer able to
cultivate my land because

of the solar panels,” he re-
calls. India ranks 102nd out
of 123 countries on the
2025 Global Hunger Index.
Converting productive
farmlands to solar power
plants risks intensifying
food insecurity. 

APV works on the prin-
ciple that partial shading
from solar panels can re-
duce heat stress and evap-
oration while creating a
more stable microclimate,
potentially valuable for
farming in dry and arid re-
gions. Laxmi Sharma, a re-
search associate with the
ICRIER, was assigned the
job of helping Jat explore
the APV model. “When we
showed him that he could
combine farming with so-
lar energy generation, he
was delighted by the pros-
pect,” she recalls.

APV can increase farm-
ers’ annual returns by
around ₹3 lakh to ₹4 lakh
per acre, but elevated
mounting structures add
nearly ₹35 lakh over a con-
ventional installation.

Solar entrepreneurs

Through farming Jat was
able to earn close to
₹40,000 a year, but with
these panels, his annual in-
come has increased to
about ₹3 lakh.

In mid-2024, a young
team of researchers in New
Delhi set out to study the
viability of a farmer-owned
agrivoltaics model. “When
we started, there were only
around two dozen agrivol-
taics pilots in India,” says
Laxmi, who joined ICRIER
in 2024 for this project.
“Most were led by academ-
ic institutions or private
developers.”

In Madhya Pradesh,

Anand Jain, an MTech
graduate from IIT Roorkee
and a farmer since the
1990s, had arrived at the
same question from a di�e-
rent direction. “Because I
am a farmer, I wanted to
save every inch of my
land,” he says. The panels,
he reasoned, should adapt
to the farm, not force the
farm out. His own experi-
ment became an early ex-
ample of the kind of farm-
er-led model that ICRIER
would later seek to study
more systematically.

The ICRIER team dis-
tilled its �ndings in an April
2025 report titled ‘Solar as
a Third Crop to Augment
Farmers’ Income’. They

then set out to test this idea
in the �eld.

Taking the risk

Jat and his family were in-
trigued but cautious. “We
are often shown ambitious
schemes and glossy pro-
mises, but when things go
south, we are left to navi-
gate the uncertainty and �-
nancial risk on our own,”
recalls Shiv, 36, Jat’s son,
who was closely involved
with his father in the APV
project. The researchers,
meanwhile, wanted to
know whether Jat was se-
rious enough to continue
cultivating the land for the
next 25 years. “For us, Ka-
jodmal was a stranger. For

Kajodmal Jat’s solar farm is
di�erent from those sur-
rounding it. In Kundanpu-
ra, a village in Bassi block,
nearly an hour’s drive east
of Jaipur, Rajasthan’s capi-
tal, the sight of �elds dot-
ted with rows of ground-
mounted solar panels is
now common. On 60-year-
old Jat’s land, though, ten-
der maize unfurls under
the dark glass of the panels

Kajodmal, we were just
another group of experts.
Trust had to be built
through multiple conversa-
tions,” recalls Laxmi.

Jat and his son say that
their experience with
ICRIER’s earlier work
made the di�erence. The
team had already been
working with farmers on a
net-house project, and
they had seen their e�orts
�rst-hand. “They didn’t
just come and tell us about
a plan, they were showing
us what they were doing.
That is what earned our
trust,” says Shiv.

They worked through
the technical and �nancial
details together, but if agri-

voltaics were to create
farmer-entrepreneurs
rather than grant reci-
pients, Jat had to invest in
the project himself and
share its risks.

Trusting the process

The next challenge lay in
retro�tting an operational
solar plant. “A lot of indivi-
dual farmers told us, ‘We
already have a steady
source of income. If con-
struction means losing
energy revenue during that
period, we’re not interest-
ed,’” recalls Subhodeep Ba-
su, a researcher at ICRIER,
who worked on the ‘Solar
as a Third Crop…’ study.
Hence, they retro�tted the
plant, one inverter at a
time, allowing the remain-
ing sections to continue
generating electricity.
“That way we could mini-
mise this energy loss,” says
Basu.

The ICRIER team decid-
ed to advise farmers on
which crops were most
likely to thrive beneath the
panels. Jat chose maize,
hoping to grow it during
the o� season under the
cooler microclimate creat-
ed by the panels, when
supplies were thin and
prices higher. “This year,
we harvested an abundant
maize crop with much less
water,” says Shiv.

For this pilot, the addi-
tional cost of retro�tting,
i.e., ₹35.3 lakh, was provid-
ed by Kotak Mahindra
through their CSR pro-
gramme Kotak Karma.

The electricity generat-
ed by the plant would con-
tinue to �ow into the grid,
where Rajasthan’s distribu-
tion utility, Jaipur Vidyut
Vitran Nigam Ltd. ( JVVNL),

would purchase it at ₹3.14
per unit for 25 years. With
viability gap funding cover-
ing part of the upfront
cost, the wait to recover his
investment was cut almost
in half. Annual pro�ts also
increased from ₹3.76 lakh
to ₹4.48 lakh per acre,
while the expected return
on investment rose from
12% to 18%.

The gap

GIZ India, a German deve-
lopment agency that fund-
ed the project, found that
54% of the 1,700 farmers it
engaged through work-
shops expressed interest in
adopting agriPV systems.

“I already have a
ground-mounted solar
plant. But I don’t have the
appetite to take such a big
loan or put in that kind of
money,” says a farmer who
had watched Jat’s project
evolve from its earliest
days. With lending rates
hovering around 10.5%,
the economics remain
challenging for most farm-
ers, says Ashok Gulati, an
agricultural economist and
professor at ICRIER.

He also suggests that a
credit guarantee backed by
the National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) could
make smaller agriPV pro-
jects easier to �nance. But
for now, no such �nancing
window exists, a NABARD
o�cial con�rmed.

Jain sees the implemen-
tation gap from the
ground. PM-KUSUM is a
Central government
scheme which o�ers incen-
tives to farmers using solar
energy but its execution is
entirely at the State level.
“There should be a single-

window system under the
Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy, so farm-
ers are not left navigating
this maze on their own.”

He took more than nine
months to get the power-
purchase agreement done.
Meters added another hid-
den cost. Further, the
stamp duty on registered
mortgage agreements for
solar projects can run into
lakhs. Rajasthan’s energy
department, however, says
the process has been
streamlined, with nodal of-
�cers, standardised proce-
dures, simpler land acqui-
sition processes and the
shifting of implementation
from the Rajasthan Renew-
able Energy Corporation to
power distribution compa-
nies. 

The price of possibility

Subrahmanyam Pulipaka,
CEO, National Solar Energy
Federation of India, says
that for agriPV to move
beyond pilots, India must
�rst establish a clear de�ni-
tion of what constitutes an
agriPV project. India does
not yet have formal stan-
dards, technical bench-
marks or eligibility criteria.

“We should now scale it
across all agro-climatic re-
gions and generate reliable
data on agricultural pro-
ductivity, solar generation,
and project economics,”
Pulipaka says. Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendras and agricul-
tural universities, he says,
should lead these demon-
strations by training farm-
ers in identifying locally
suitable cropping patterns
and building con�dence in
the technology.

vanitabhatnagar6
@gmail.com

Kajodmal Jat (second from left) and his family members at the 600 kW Agri-PV pilot in Kundanpura

village, Bassi, Rajasthan. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

SPOTLIGHT Sowing the seeds of a
solar power intervention

Vanita Bhatnagar

India’s emerging agrivoltaics model enables farmers to grow crops

beneath solar panels, o�ering a way to generate electricity while

diversifying income. High upfront costs, �nancing constraints and

uneven policy support, however, are limiting its adoption beyond pilots

Union Minister Sanjay Seth on Saturday accused
the Hemant Soren government of using force
against students protesting alleged irregularities
in recruitment examinations in Jharkhand and
demanded a probe by the Central Bureau of
Investigation into all recruitment exams
conducted over the past six years. He alleged
JMM workers assaulted protesters and students in
Ranchi, Hazaribagh, Giridih and Garhwa.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Babulal
Marandi sought the identi�cation and immediate
arrest of those responsible.

BJP seeks CBI probe into
Jharkhand recruitment exams

INBRIEF
�

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Saturday
said it searched two premises in Jaipur linked to
Rajasthan pastor Ravi Mohan Pahadiya on August
21 under the Foreign Exchange Management Act.
The ED alleged that Mr. Pahadiya, a Protestant
missionary a�liated with Hope Ministry, received
₹2.88 crore in foreign funds without FCRA
(Foreign Contribution Regulation Act)
registration and used them for proselytisation
and conversion among SC-Valmiki and ST-Bhill
communities. Of this, ₹2.34 crore was received by
Mr. Pahadiya and his wife, citing consultancy and
family maintenance. It alleged he used funds for
personal expenses, travel and property. PTI

ED searches pastor’s premises
over alleged FCRA violations

S
amajwadi Party (SP)
Chief Akhilesh Yadav
on Saturday said his

party would not break al-
liances, asserting that its
�ght was against the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, which he
accused of pursuing poli-
cies bene�ting big business
groups.

Addressing pressper-
sons at the party head-
quarters in Lucknow, Mr.
Yadav said the SP had al-
ways honoured its commit-
ments. “The Samajwadi
Party never breaks allianc-
es. When we agree to move
forward with others, we
stand by them,” he said.

He said the party’s ob-
jective is to form a govern-
ment committed to social
justice, based on socialist
ideology and solidarity
with the ‘PDA’ — ‘pichhda’
(backward classes), Dalits
and ‘alpsankhyak’
(minorities).

His remarks came a day
after Uttar Pradesh chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the SP’s de�nition of
‘PDA’ was constantly
changing, referring to the
party’s outreach to
Brahmins.

Mr. Yadav also accused
the State government of
deliberately weakening
primary education and
shutting schools attended
by children from disadvan-
taged communities.

He said an SP govern-
ment would revive the mo-
del schools project initiat-
ed during its previous
tenure and strengthen
school infrastructure and
midday meal kitchens.

Youth manifesto
The SP plans to release a
separate youth manifesto
for the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion, focusing on educa-
tion, employability, skill
development and digital

learning.
Alok Ranjan, former Ut-

tar Pradesh Chief Secre-
tary and a SP member, told
The Hindu that the blue-
print would propose mo-
del schools and colleges in
districts, upgrading go-
vernment inter-colleges,
�lling vacant sanctioned
posts and introducing a
time-bound recruitment
calendar for teachers.

“It will also overhaul
school and university edu-
cation, with a focus on em-
ployability in changing
times, besides establishing
skill-development institu-
tions and promoting digital
learning,” Mr. Ranjan said.

The manifesto is also
likely to propose an allo-

wance for unemployed
youth. Mr. Ranjan said the
plan was “rooted in the
SP’s socialist ideology”.

Mayawati seeks apology
Meanwhile, a political row
erupted over Mr. Yadav’s
recent remark that the SP
had “turned 25 paise into a
rupee” but was later aban-
doned by its alliance partn-
ers, an apparent reference
to the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD). Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty national president Maya-
wati on Saturday demand-
ed an apology from Mr.
Yadav to the RLD and the
Jat community, saying the
remark was “indecent”
and “shameful” and had
insulted the family of form-
er Prime Minister Chaud-
hary Charan Singh.

RLD chief Jayant Chaud-
hary also criticised Mr. Ya-
dav, saying the SP chief
could have named him
rather than making a refe-
rence to the Jat communi-
ty. “Such behaviour only
leads to downfall,” he stat-
ed in a post on X.

Mr. Yadav’s comment al-
luded to Mr. Chaudhary’s
2022 remark that he was
not a “chavanni” who
could be easily �ipped.

(With inputs from PTI)

SP plans youth manifesto;
party won’t break alliances

Samajwadi Party national president Akhilesh Yadav during a press

conference in Lucknow on Saturday. SANDEEP SAXENA

Akhilesh says its �ght is against the BJP and vows to strengthen primary education; youth plan to

focus on model institutions, time-bound recruitment, skill development and employability

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) has an-
nounced a major revamp
of the party organisation at
all levels, with the aim of
infusing new blood and
bringing in younger faces. 

The changes, an-
nounced on Saturday, have
been incorporated based
on the recommendations
of the revamp committee
constituted by party presi-
dent and former Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin. 

The party has �xed the
maximum age cap for dis-
trict unit secretaries at 70,
and has also limited their
tenure to a maximum of
three terms.

More district units
A resolution adopted at the
party’s high-level executive
committee meeting,
chaired by Mr. Stalin, de-
cided to create more dis-
trict units and increase the
count to 110. At present,
the DMK has 77 district
units.

Under the new rules, a
district unit should com-
prise two Assembly consti-
tuencies within a revenue
district. If a constituency is
left out after the division, it
should be merged appro-
priately with another dis-

trict unit within the reve-
nue district. The party
president will identify the
Assembly constituencies
that will form the district
units under the new
arrangement.

The resolution said the
post of city unit secretary
was not necessary as the
number of district units
was being increased.

Pointing out that local
units were the primary
roots of the party organisa-
tion, the party decided to
introduce younger faces to
head them by �xing the
maximum age for unit se-
cretaries at 45. 

Unit secretaries can
hold the post for two
terms.

DMK restructures
organisation, sets
age and term limits

Former Tamil Nadu chief

Minister and DMK president

M.K. Stalin during the party’s

executive committee meeting

in Chennai on Saturday. PTI 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Punjab Congress leaders
have distanced themselves
from party MP Deepender
Singh Hooda’s remarks de-
scribing the death of form-
er Congress MP Sajjan Ku-
mar as an “irreparable

loss”.
Kumar, 80, who was

serving two life sentences
in connection with the
1984 anti-Sikh riots, died
on Thursday. 

Punjab Congress presi-
dent Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring said on Saturday
that Mr. Hooda’s com-

ments “may be his perso-
nal view”. He said the riots
were a “massive tragedy”
whose wounds remain.

Jalandhar MP Charanjit
Singh Channi stated on X
that Kumar’s death in pri-
son was “a dark reminder
of an individual who dis-
graced humanity and jus-

tice”. He called him a “kill-
er of the Sikh community”.

Aam Aadmi Party MLA
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal
asked the Congress leader-
ship to clarify whether Mr.
Hooda’s remarks repre-
sented the party’s position
and demanded action
against him.

Punjab Congress distances itself from
MP’s remarks on Sajjan Kumar’s death

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Saturday.
The inspection drive,

Maharashtra’s Transport
Department has issued
notices to 777 drivers
found lacking a working
knowledge of practical Ma-
rathi after 5,211 drivers
were tested across the
State, o�cials said on

launched on August 20 af-
ter the August 15 deadline
for autorickshaw and taxi
drivers to learn functional
Marathi, will continue until
September 30. “Strict ac-
tion will be taken against
those who do not follow
the rules even after the gi-
ven deadline,” Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik

said. The Regional Tran-
sport O�ce has deployed
marshals and o�cials to
test drivers through every-
day conversations at busy
stands and junctions. Ma-
rathi pro�ciency is manda-
tory for permit renewals
and new badges under the
Maharashtra Motor Vehi-
cles Rules.

Maharashtra issues notices to over 700
drivers over lack of Marathi pro�ciency
Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Drivers have been given time

till Sept. 30 to learn Marathi. PTI

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

5Sunday, August 23, 2026
Delhi States

K
eralam has lodged
a strong protest
against the Rail-

way Board’s decision to de-
tach the Mangaluru region
from the Palakkad division
and merge it with the
South Western Railway’s
Mysuru division. 

The decision will take ef-
fect from October 1. 

Keralam Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan on Saturday
called the Railway move
unacceptable. “It will se-
verely impact the revenue
and development of the
Southern Railway and Ker-
alam. We will take up the

issue urgently with the
Prime Minister and the Un-
ion Railway Minister,” he
said in a post on X. The
merger of the Ullal-Manga-
luru section, currently un-
der the Southern Railway,
with the South Western
Railway would also cause
substantial losses to the

Southern Railway and Ker-
alam, the statement said.
The decision was taken
without any discussions
with the State, it added.

Friends on Rail, a pas-
senger association, said it
could lead to the eventual
elimination of several low-
income stations, and ad-

versely a�ect Mangaluru-
Keralam train services.

However, Pashchima
Karavali Railway Yatri Ab-
hivriddhi Samithi and oth-
er rail patrons said Mr.
Satheesan’s statement only
corroborates the oft-re-
peated grievance of coastal
Karnataka that rail reve-
nues from Mangaluru were
being used to develop rail
infrastructure in Keralam.
The samithi said more than
half of the Palakkad divi-
sion’s revenue, about ₹800
crore a year, came from
the Mangaluru region, par-
ticularly from New Manga-
lore Port.

Minister of State for Rail-
ways V. Somanna called
the decision “historic”.

Keralam to approach Centre
against Railway bifurcation

Mangaluru Junction is one of the three stations in Mangaluru region

that will come under the South Western Railway. H.S. MANJUNATH 

Railways to detach Mangaluru region from Palakkad division and merge it with Mysuru division

from Oct. 1; Satheesan fears it will cause substantial losses to State; Karnataka rail patrons upbeat 
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Two workers were killed
and nine others su�ered
injuries after an alleged
reactor blast triggered a
massive �re at a pharma-
ceutical manufacturing un-
it at Dothigudem in Yada-
dri-Bhongir district of
Telangana on Friday.

The deceased were
identi�ed as Chennu Nagi
Reddy, 31, of Chinnagudem
village in Nalgonda district,
and Naganaboina Naresh
Kumar, 29, of Choudaram

in Khammam district. The
injured were rescued and
shifted to two private hos-
pitals. 

The facility, Hazelo Lab,
a one-storeyed building, is
involved in the manufac-
ture of Active Pharmaceut-
ical Ingredients and bulk
drug intermediates, ac-
cording to a regulatory �l-
ing with the State Level En-
vironmental Impact
Assessment Authority. 

Yadadri-Bhongir District
Fire O�cer Madhusudan
said the cause of �re was
under investigation. 

2 killed in Telangana
pharma unit blast 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Pro Ri�e Shooting Acade-
my founder, Sk. Sadhik
Khan, 26, who allegedly
drove an Andhra Pradesh
Assistant Engineer and his
family to end their lives,
was arrested at Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh on Friday.

The bodies of Panchayat
Raj Department Assistant
Engineer K. Nooka Raju,
his wife and their daughter
were recovered from the
Godavari in Rajamahen-
dravaram city on August

16. Mr. Raju allegedly left
behind a note accusing Mr.
Khan of harassing his
daughter and threatening
his family. The next day,
the police registered a case
of abetment of suicide
against Mr. Khan. 

Eluru Range Inspector
General of Police G.V.G.
Ashok Kumar told The Hin-
du that seven teams had
been deployed to nab Mr.
Khan. He is likely to be pro-
duced before the media on
Sunday. (Those in distress
can seek help by calling
Tele MANAS at 14416) 

Accused held a week
after 3 deaths in A.P.

T. Appala Naidu
KAKINADA

Chintha Jerome, a Kollam native, has been
elected the �rst woman president of the
Democratic Youth Federation of India (DYFI) in
Keralam. A CPI(M) State committee member, Ms.
Jerome was elected to the top post at the
organisation’s 16th State Conference in Thrissur
on Saturday. She entered student politics through
the Students’ Federation of India (SFI) and rose
through its ranks. Former SFI State secretary M.
Vijin was elected for the same role in the DYFI.

DYFI Keralam elects its 
�rst woman president 

INBRIEF
�

The Karnataka government has prohibited the
manufacture, storage, distribution and sale of
analogue or non-dairy paneer being sold as
“paneer” across the State for one year, citing the
need to protect public health and consumer
interests. The order de�nes analogue or
non-dairy paneer as a paneer-like product in
which milk fat or milk solids have been wholly or
partly replaced by vegetable oil, vegetable fat or
other non-dairy ingredients.

Karnataka govt. bans sale of
non-dairy paneer for one year

In a major development concerning critical
public sector infrastructure, the Union Ministry
of Home A�airs is said to have approved the
complete withdrawal of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) from Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Limited, the corporate entity of Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant by November 17. The pullback will
a�ect 1,329 posts, comprising 1,033 personnel
from the security wing and 298 from the �re
wing, according to CISF Directorate General. 

Centre orders withdrawal 
of CISF from Vizag Steel Plant

Governor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar on Friday
summoned Saju George,
Secretary of the Kerala Pu-
blic Service Commission
(KPSC), in connection with
the alleged irregularities in
the examinations.

The Governor sought
general information on the
present controversy and
the progress of the investi-
gation in the meeting held
on Friday, sources said. 

The PSC is battling a
controversy over alleged
anomalies in evaluation. A
Special Investigation Team
of the Crime Branch is
probing the alleged
malpractices.

Governor 
summons 
PSC Secretary
in Keralam

The Hindu Bureau
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du on Saturday dismissed
criticism surrounding Goo-
gle’s proposed data centre
in Visakhapatnam, stating
that those opposing the
project fail to understand
its potential bene�ts.

Refuting the claims that
the Google data centre is
contributing to water shor-
tage in Visakhapatnam, he
said construction of the
project has not even gath-

ered pace yet.
He was speaking at a pu-

blic meeting after launch-
ing the “Swarna Andhra–
Swachch Andhra” pro-
gramme at the Zilla

Parishad High School in A.
Koduru village of K. Kota-
padu mandal under the
Madugula Assembly
constituency.

Mr. Naidu said that ra-
pid industrialisation and
investments would help
Anakapalli emerge as the
number one district in the
State over the next 25
years. Anakapalli, which is
located about 34 km from
Visakhapatnam, is now at-
tracting investments
across sectors, including
steel, pharmaceuticals and
data centres, he said.

Naidu defends data centre,
rejects water shortage fears
Harish Gilai
ANAKAPALLI

N. Chandrababu Naidu

Of the over 1.08 crore vo-
ters identi�ed till August 17,
under the Absent, Shifted,
Duplicate, Dead, and Oth-
er (ASDDO) categories in
Karnataka, over 16.38 lakh
have been marked as
“dead”. 

What SRS indicates
Between 2002 and 2024,
Karnataka’s estimated total
population deaths work
out to around 98 lakh, or
an average of about 4.45
lakh deaths a year, based
on population estimates
and the State’s annual
crude death rates reported
through the Sample Regis-
tration System (SRS).

Karnataka SIR
lists 16.38 lakh
‘dead’, 4 times
State’s average

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann’s wife
Gurpreet Kaur on Saturday
sent a legal notice to a
former Punjab and Harya-
na High Court judge in con-
nection with the allega-
tions that she sought ₹5
crore to suppress a rape
case.

According to Aam Aad-
mi Party’s Moga MLA
Amandeep Kaur, Dr. Gur-
preet has sent a legal not-
ice seeking an apology
within 24 hours, failing
which legal proceedings
would be initiated.

The matter came to light
after the National Human
Rights Commission issued
a notice to the Punjab go-
vernment and police chief
over a complaint alleging
that Mr. Mann’s wife de-
manded ₹5 crore to sup-
press a rape case, o�cials
said on Saturday.

‘Give case to CBI’
State Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring said serious allega-
tions have been levelled
and the CM should clarify
on the issue. 

The party’s Jalandhar
MP and former CM Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi said
the matter should be in-
quired by CBI.

Shiromani Akali Dal
leader and former Minister
Bikram Singh Majithia also
said that the CM should
respond to the allegations
and hand over the matter
to CBI.

Ms. Amandeep
launched a sharp attack on
the Opposition, over what

she claimed were “baseless
allegations”.

Report in 2 weeks
Meanwhile, NHRC directed
the authorities to probe
the allegation and submit
an action taken report
within two weeks.

“The complainant al-
leged that a retired judge
publicly stated that a de-
mand of ₹5 crore was made
in connection with a rape
case, allegedly involving
the wife of the CM of Pun-
jab,” the proceedings dated
August 21 read.

An NHRC o�cial said
the Commission has taken
cognisance of the allega-
tion. 

The complaint with
NHRC, �led by Legal Rights
Observatory, raised con-
cerns that such “interfe-
rence” could compromise
the victim’s right to digni-
ty, safety, fair investigation
and access to justice, they
said. The complainant has
requested independent
veri�cation of the allega-
tion, preservation of evi-
dence, and “impartial in-
quiry into any attempt to
dilute or in�uence the in-
vestigation”, and empha-
sised that a rape victim’s
right to justice must re-
main “above in�uence, sta-
tus, or position”.

The allegation prima fa-
cie seems to be a violation
of the human rights of the
victim, an NHRC Bench
presided over by its mem-
ber Priyank Kanoongo said
after taking cognisance of
the matter under Section
12 of the Protection of Hu-
man Rights Act, 1993, ac-
cording to the
proceedings.

Mann’s wife sends
notice to ex-judge
over ‘bribe’ allegation 
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI / CHANDIGARH
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HINDU VANIYA girl, Trivandrum, 28,
159 cm, M.Sc., Central Govt. job, JSK,
DPS, Dept. of Atomic Energy Kalpak-
kam, Tamil Nadu, Ph: 9446160298.

HINDU EZHAVA girl 31yrs, MA (IIT),
PhD (IIT), 160cm, TVM, Asst Profes-
sor (English) at a reputed college
seeks well educated working groom.
Contact: +919600658011.

HINDU NADAR Groom (USA) Wanted
for Bride: Hindu Nadar 27 Yrs B.Tech,
MS (US), Working in US, Elite
Business Family. Ph: 96599-91119 /
98423-44133.

MUSLIM 31/168 MS Gen Surgery
Seeks Prof Qualified groom Ct :
8220042091 mdullahsafi@gmail.com

SINGAPORE TAMIL Muslim girl, aged
35yrs looking Engineering/ over-
seas studied lawyer etc., overseas
working/experienced boy whatsapp
details/photos to +6581399152/
+6592720042

MBBS 31 Christian DKV Govt MBBS PG
Doctors Grp1/2 Officers preferred
7904678043

ROMAN CATHOLIC, Private, sear-
ching for a groom from 27-31 from any
subcaste anywhere in In-
dia,8138900487

CATHOLIC, DIVORCED, M.Sc, loo-
king for a groom from 35-41 from any
Christian from 2nd marriage profiles,
8137001255

PENTECOST, B.ARCH, Business,
10C P.A, looking for a groom for our
daughter from 23-28 in TN, Karnataka,
Pondi. Ph: 8137003550

CSI, PHD, Seeking for a groom from
28-32 from equal caste in Tamilnadu,
8137001247

TAMIL MUSLIM 24 Years MBA Seeks
Groom working in UAE, USA, India.
For Details Contact: 98431 95231.

CHRISTIAN, DOCTOR, 39 Years Unmar-
ried, Well Settled Family. Seeks
Unmarried Doctor Groom. Ct:
7550286805

PROTESTANT, MS, Private, looking
for a groom from 28-33 from Rich/afflu-
ent in USA or India who willing to relo-
cate, 8137001247

ROMAN CATHOLIC, 32, Business,
MBA, looking for any Christian, upper
middle or rich groom profile in Pondi-
cherry or Tamilnadu, Kerala,
8138900412

CSI, BDS, looking for a groom from
UK and France from 27-36 doctor pro-
file, 8137003516

CHRISTIAN NADAR 30 yrs, RBI
Grade B officer seeks suitable groom.
AIS / GOI / IT / Doctors / Business. Ct:
9444543920 / 9445366732

TAMIL MUSLIM Fair, 31/157, B.E.,
MBA, MNC Employee, Short Marriage
– Khula Given, Issueless. Seeks Ne-
ver-Married, Well-Settled Groom.
WhatsApp: 6374495811.

CATHOLIC, B.com, Chennai, 28, loo-
king for a groom from 28-33 Rich/afflu-
ent in same community, 8138900487

CSI, Rich/affluent, Business, looking
for a groom from CSI, Nadar from
25-30 From India, UK PR, Rich/afflu-
ent, 8138009214

VANNIYAKULA SHATHRIYAR, BDS, 29
Yrs, Pooram, Employed in Chennai,
Looking for Groom Govt, Bank offi-
cer and Professional. CT :
9841550165.

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliar,28yrs,
MBA, Running own industries in
Chennai. Ph:9952619776

HINDU SC/AD, Age:45, 153cm, Ashwi-
ni (Mesha Rasi) B.Sc, MBA Fair &
Good Looking girl from Well to do
Family. Seeking Engrs/Doctors/
Grade−1 Officers. Ct: 9994219315 /
9943629339

SC PR, Divorcee no issue, 32yrs, B.E
CSC, fair, well settled in Madurai,
seeks suitable groom from reputed
family. 97901 27249, 75399 28516

NADAR 35/5’6" MBA working in Chen-
nai Elite Family Seeks qualified
Groom working in Cennai, only Hin-
du−. 9962991979

BRIDEGROOM WANTED For a well−to−do
hindu family’s bride age 43, first
marriage, degree−MSW, want from
(FC, BC, MBC), working within In-
dia. Ct: 90803−59664.

GROOM WANTED Naidu,27yrs, Divorce,
MBBS, MS,Well Educated Family in
Chennai Ph:6385293227

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliar,27yrs,
MBBS, MS, Well Educated family in
Chennai Ph;7200187009

GROOM WANTED Hindu Nadar
28yrs,BE,SWE,1.5L p/m, well educat-
ed family Ph:9841329471, 9380791999

✔ ALLIANCE INVITED for 26 year−
old, Tamil, SC, well educated,
postgraduate daughter, working
with a leading corporate law firm
dealing in Capital Markets, advis-
ing reputed companies and banks on
IPOs and major financial transac-
tions. Intelligent, family−orient-
ed with a modern outlook and
strong values. Seeking a well−edu-
cated, professionally accomplished
groom, from a respectable family.
Ph 9444415358

MUDHALIYAR, MBA, Entrepreneur,
Looking for a groom from 28-33 in sa-
me caste from Rich/affluent family,
8138900412

MUDALIYAR, RICH/AFFLUENT, Di-
vorced, MA, Business, 49, looking for
good looking profile from 48yrs,
8138900312

PILLAI, MD, 30, looking for a groom
from 30-35 from TN and Karnata-
ka,Highly educated,8137003516

SC, NRI, Nursing Professional, Loo-
king for a groom from 29-34 in any
caste, 8138009214

NAIDU 34/158CM Divorced short
lived B.Tech French Professor, PR
Canada applied Seeks Suitable
Groom without Children Caste No
Bar 9444255509

GROOM WANTED Naidu,30yrs,B Tech,
Elite business family in Chennai
Ph:9952619776

GROOM WANTED Hindu Nadar 24yrs,MA,
well settled elite business family
Ph: 9380791999,9841329471

GIRL 35/5.4, Good Looking Business
1L Pm Seeks Well Settled Groom
Aged 40+ Own Decision Maker
7305603908

BEAUTIFUL VEGETARIAN 32, 163cm,
thoughtful, accomplished, UK−based
(can relocate). Seeks compatible
groom. Caste no bar. Call/WA 93456
34365

34YRS BTECH (NIT) MBA IIT working
in MNC Chennai 24 LPA Fair looking
for suitable match CNB
Ct:9940507235

PROPOSALS INVITED from affluent
families for Pillai / Nair girl,
26 years, raised in UK & USA, very
pretty and modern, law graduate,
for her remarriage. Caste or lan-
guage − No issues.Contact: +1 602
491 5783

SAIVA MUDALIYAR BE., 160 Cms, Aged
35 Years, Working in MNC Company @
Chennai, No Issues, Seeks Only
Tamil Vegetarian. Ct : 6380723290

WARM, BEAUTIFUL 49, sincere, re-
sponsible, progressive profession-
al. Seeks kind, loyal, compatible
groom. Caste no bar. Call/WA 93456
34365.

HINDU, KERALA, Professional par-
ents settled in UAE seek alliance for
their daughter, 26 Years, MBBS pre-
sently doing MD in reputed college in
India. Alliance invited from parents of
doctors practicing/ studying in India or
Abroad. Caste no bar. Email:
spjeev68@gmail.com

SC GIRL, 38, MBBS, Central govern-
ment Group A officer. Caste no bar.
8589881011.

MUDALIAR: 22/V.FAIR & Beautiful,
MBA, Father Industrialist, Elite
Family, Seeks Groom Business / Doc-
tor − Ct: 8925019776

SC, NRI, Nursing, Govt, looking for
any European countries or relocate
profile groom from any caste or religi-
on, 8137001255

SAIVA PILLAI, Rich/affluent, looking
for a equal status groom from 26-30 in
vegetarian and eggetarian,
8138900312

REDDIAR, DIVORCED, No kids,
M.Com, Business, looking for a 2nd
marriage profile without kids in Reddiar
and Brahmin from 29-33 in rich/afflu-
ent, 8138900553

HINDU,VANIYA CHETTIYAR, 29yr−
160cm MBBS, MD (Micro) Chennai
Star: Bharani, Mesam Rasi. ACS Med-
ical College Working− Sub Caste Ok
9790956789

HINDU NADAR− Divorcee Unconsummat-
ed Marriage−35 Accenture UK Ltd
London.UK Cyber Security Associate
Manager,Seeks Blw 39yr Cal/WA
9442126376

HINDU NADAR, − B.E, M.B.A − 30/
158cm Software Engr. − Udangudi −
Seeking Bridegroom Cell: 9626735777

PREVIEW ADSC/ADIDRAVIDAR/MSC DOB
1983 bride seeks suitable quali-
fied employeed bridegroom
9498313625

TAMIL HINDU NADAR, B.Tech (CS)
32/160 cm working in Cisco-Bangalore
Rs 30 LPA Moolam / Dhanush seeks
groom from BC community. Brokers
excuse. Ph: 91768 00819

VANNIYAR DR MS Gen.Surgery 28 /
159, Seeks PG Dr Groom, based at
Chennai. BC/MBC preferred.Ct.
7358185433

MUDALIAR 26/165 Fair, MBBS MD, Car-
diologist, Kauvery Hospital,
2800000 PA, CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

MUDALIYAR, MTECH, Fair, 168cm, 24
years, MNC seeks Professional,
handsome, well settled, working Mu-
daliyar / Pillai groom. Send de-
tails or Whatsapp to number: 98407
26205

HINDU SC AD 30/155 cm MTech Bio
Well settled Seeking Groom from
age 31 to 34 India & Abroad Ct
9176667499

TN GOVT DR. MBBS MD Fair slim 23−
02−90 Magaram Uthiradam 4 Chennai
Never Married Hindu Naidu Elite
Business Family Looking Never Mar-
ried Dr, Class A officer, Business
Elite Groom. Any Hindu FC/BC.
9841743266.

GROOM WANTED Pillai,26yrs,B.Tech,
Own Educational institutions,
Elite family.Ph:9384772710

TAMIL YADHAVA 24/ 160 MBBS Fair
Chennai Business Family seeks Yad-
hava Dr PG /Business Geetham
9884858014

FASHION DESIGNER Saiva Mu-
daliarAnusham 33 Very Fair Proper-
tied NeedVeg IT/ Govt Employed
Groom 9566268349

SAIVA VELLALAR, MD, looking for a
Vegetarian profile from Masters in any
caste, 8138900553

23yrs, MSC, upper middle class, see-
king for a groom from 23-28 in pillai
and mudaliar from tamilnadu,
8138900412

27, DKV, Government, M.Pharm, loo-
king for a groom from same caste in
upper/rich family from govt or doctor
profession, 8138900312

SC,AD, MNC, B.Tech, NRI, Looking for
a groom from any location from 32-36,
8137001247

NADAR, Bsc, Private, looking for
groom from Equal caste with Raku/ke-
tu, Vegetarian, 8137 003550

BRAHMIN, 25, Iyengar, MBBS, see-
king for a brahmin groom from 25-32,
well - educated and well settled inclu-
ding NRI, 8137003550

BRAHMIN-IYER, Surgeon, Looking
for a groom from 28-32 in same com-
munity from Doctor, CA, Civil service
in Mumbai, bangalore, Palakkad, Du-
bai, 8137003516

Tamil, Good Family 29Yrs, B.Tech,
MBA (BIM), 26 LPA, seeks suitable
Groom, CNB. Contact: 9441677205.

Tamil, Good Family, 26Yrs, B.Sc(OU),
UMC, Fair Girl seeks suitable Groom,
CNB. Contact: 9441677205.

VANIYAR Chettiar, 29 yrs beautiful,
C.A.working in MNC Bangalore. We
prefer Hindu Groom with C.A/Financial
Executive/M.E/M.Tech only working in
Bangalore or Chennai Tamil speaking
Non-Vegetarian from Chettiar Mudaliar
and Pillai.Please send horoscope &
other details only to WhatsApp-
No.9444587465.

Seeking a suitable Alliance for a Aga-
mudiyaar - Thulluva Vellalar Girl, 29
years, 163 cms, Engineer in Govt Sec-
tor, 10LPA in Chennai. Preferred: Edu-
cated well-settled Groom from a Good
Family. Please contact: 9790998510 or
WhatsApp biodata with photograph.

VB TELUGU bride, 1992, 5’6", fair,
M.A., working in Digital Media.
Seeks Telugu groom, 34 to 37 yrs,
5’9" above Ph: 9866970713 /
8106366930.

KAMMA (ANY−TELUGU) 28/ V.Fair &
Beautiful, Under graduation, Run-
ning Own Boutique, Chennai, Elite
Family, Seeks Groom Business /
Job− Ct: 8608626666

NAIDU 26/168 Fair Beautiful, MBBS
DM, Neurologist, Vijay Hospital,
2700000 PA CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

SC, 35 YEARS / 152cm, Pharm.D,
PhD, Divorce, No kids, seeks Groom -
India & abroad, caste no bar.
Cont.9700019949.

SUNNI MUSLIM girl, 1994 born, 164
cm, B.Tech, working in PSU Bank,
Mumbai. Well−educated family from
UP; father retired Addl. Director.
Seeks suitable match. #9461179587

Wanted for Chennai based instrument
company (i)Service technicians: D.E.E/
B.Sc./M.Sc. Electronics, 2-3 years
experience in installation and repair of
imported diagnostic machines. Locati-
on: Chennai, Bangalore, Delhi, Mum-
bai (ii) Service Executive: B.Sc / M.Sc
Electronics with 5-7 years experience
in repairing machines at component
level. Location: Chennai, Bangalore,
Coimbatore, Hyderabad. (iii) Assistant
Manager (Service):M.Sc / AMIE /DMIT
(electronics),12-15 years experience in
field servicing and managing a team to
ensure best service support to
customers. Location: Chennai. Please
forward your resumes to
employment1985@gmail.com

IMMDT FINANCE Against Properties,
Projects, Business, Cheque
7358228767

BE IT known to the public at large
that I am exclusive owner yet not
in physical possession of plot A65
land measuring 167.22 sq meters
situated at Rail Vihar Sehkari
Avas Samiti Limited Gram Sadul-
labad Tehsil Loni District Ghazi-
abad Uttar Pradesh 201102 . That I
have executed last and final will
vide registration no 2025/15/III/
15 dated 02/01/2025 duly executed
on 31/12/2024 at the office of Sub
Registrar VI−A Pitampura Delhi in
respect of the foresaid property .
Any statement / unregistered in-
strument [ not yet substantiated ]
discovered after my demise that ei-
ther confided an executor and/or
repealed the appointment of execu-
tors and/or beneficiaries by revo-
cation of foresaid will in an ex-
plicit way and/or by way of specif-
ic bequests and/or in like manner
purports to amend the declaration
of my intentions desired to be car-
ried out into effect in precedence
over foresaid registered disposi-
tion shall be deemed to be ob-
tained by fraud u/s 61 of The Indi-
an Succession Act 1925 and shall
be rendered void thereof . Parvesh
Lata Batra [ Member of RVSAS ] [
Membership No − 173 ] R/o WZ 3203
Mahindra Park Rani Bagh District
North West Delhi 110034 .

BRIDE WANTED Mudaliyar,29yrs,
MBBS, MD, Elite business family in
Chennai.Ph: 7200187009

GRAMANI NADAR, NRI, looking for a
bride from same caste in 23-28 from
upper middle or rich/affluent,
8138900487

ALLIANCE INVITED for a Arya Vysya
Boy Age 30, B.Design NIFT, working
in an established reputed Company
in Chennai, earning 11 Lpa. Having
a flat in Srirangam. Other forward
castes may also respond. 94451
94193.

HINDU SALIYAR (BC) M.Tech, 34/
177cm IT Chennai 40L + per annum,
Chennai settled own Villa, Poram/
Simmam, seek compatible bride.
9865411891

MUDALIAR 28, B.Tech MBA 177cm
28Lac PA SmartLook Wellsettled Fam-
ily seeks Bride CNB.8778514465/
7200866346

HINDU NADAR, − B.E − 29/180cm Data
Engineer − Good Salary − Chennai −
Seeking Bride Cell: 9600227299

B.TECH, 28YRS/180CM, Assistant Man-
ager, State Bank of India 20L/
year, clean habits, DKV, father
retd PSU,Mother working inPSU,seek
bride.9493832461/8688024357

PILLAI 44 Divorcee M.Com Central

Govt service Rs.14 lakhs PA seeks

bride caste no bar 9094020665

AGAMUDAYA MUDALIYAR 28 Midunam
B.Sc MSW NIS Coach 50K PM Seeks De-
gree Suitable Bride Chennai
6374998570

HINDU NADAR 25/185cm BE Chen-
nai Business 5LPM seeking fair educa-
ted settled Elite bride. Ph: 9840366663

HINDU VERY Rich, 1980, only son
B.A, LLB., High Court. seeks divorce
Doctor or Employed Bride. CNB.
Ct: 94888 88819

Bride Wanted Pillai, slim, 41/170
cm, B.Tech., Earning Rs.30 LPA,
Working as SWE in an MNC, Chen-
nai. First marriage. Affluent family.
Mudaliar ok. Contact: 94437-55779.
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WANTED WELL−TO−DO Life Partner for
Retired Govt Doctor with Running
Hospital. Ct.81226 40653

HINDU KONGUVELLALA Gounder
39/184, Sadayam, MBA., Job &
Business, 48L.PA, Working, Own
House, Plots at Chennai. Any Degree,
any caste in BC Bride. WhatsApp
9360323979

MUDALIAR 30/180 Handsome, MBBS MS,
Sr .Surgeon, Apollo Hospitals,
3500000 PA, CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

PILLAI, SOZHIA Vellalar 41yrs MBA,
Manager, Pvt. 6Lpa Divorcee, Seeks
suitable bride, CNB. Ct: 9952362396

BRIDE WANTED CNB,34yrs,B.Tech,Well
Educated family in Chennai.Ph:
9952619776

BRIDE WANTED Hindu Nadar 27yrs,
CA, Bangalore, elite business
family.Ph: 9841329471,9380791999

SMART, SUCCESSFUL 44, well−read
professional. Never−married. Seeks
well−educated compatible bride.
Caste/language no bar. Call/WA
9345634365

37YRS, B.TECH mgr govt Bank salary
1.5 LPM owning properties in Ch,
Seeking alliances CNB. 9940507235

PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED Hindu
Groom 178CM In His Late40s Who Is
Familiy Oriented Values Traditions
Living Overseas Seeks Suitable Re-
marrriage Alliance From Bride Who
Is Mutually Respecting Progres-
sive, Enjoys Companionship And
Have Good Family Values. Private
Email: proporsalsinvited@gmail.com

52YR OLD widowed businessman with
a daughter seeks 40 to 45yr old is-
sueless divorcee/widow CNB
9444052040

SUCCESSFUL, HARVARD−EDUCATED,
calm, outgoing professional, 37.
Cultured family. Seeks compatible
bride. Caste no bar. Call/WA 9345
634 365

IYER, 2ND Marriage, 44, B.E, Miru-
gaseerdam, MNC Chennai, Suitable
Vegetarian bride wanted. 7418006626

TAMIL HINDU 56y/173cm BSc, MBA, IT
Prof, Australia Citizen, Divorcee.
Seeks Bride, WhatsApp: +61422909407

REDDY, SWATHI, 30/183 BE, MS Lon-
don, Business, divorced seeks edu-
cated, good family background
girl. Naidu’s also welcome. Ct:
9710933159

Nair Chennai Settled 42/177, B.Tech,
Masters, Own Business, Divorced, No
Child. No Bar. Phone: 9841757356

Alliance invited for Hindu Nair groom,
32/168, NIFT, M.Sc. (Saxion), well-
settled professional in the Netherlands,
never married. Seeking educated,
family-oriented Hindu Nair bride. Horo-
scope preferred. Contact:7012904828.

MALAYALI NAIR 28,Uthradam B.Tech
upper−midle−class,Chennai. Seeks
Nair bride Suddha Jathagam willing
to settle Chennai 9444159564,
9940377731

Railway Engineer Bangalore Thiyya
34 seeks bride Contact - Phone -
9495891105.

ALLIANCE FOR our son, German citi-
zen, automobile engineer, consul-
tant in good German company, liv-
ing in Munich, Germany. Hindu,
Tamil, Chennai born, from decent
family, unmarried, 36 years, fair,
handsome, height 168 cm . Bride
around 30 years, living in Germany
(working or studying), from de-
cent, Indian, Hindu, upper middle
class family. Caste no bar. Con-
tact 9840925561 or pkm@gmail.com

SAURASHTRA, 40, 1st Marriage,
Astham, Kanni, MBA, Finance, Se-
nior Manager, Pvt, Chennai 1.50
Lakhs pm, Seeks Suitable Bride.
CNB. 9381725577

CHRISTIAN TAMIL 44/175cm BE, MBA
Australia MNC, Divorcee No issues.
seeks suitable Bride. Ct:
9094677765

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Doctor, MBBS,
PGDCC-P (NI), Cardio - Physician,
Divorcee issueless, 38yrs/178cm, lives
in Nagercoll seeks qualified / divorced
bride. Ct: 90039 83230

FOR A Groom Working in USA 29
Years Seeks Bride Working in USA
Cell: 87543 60075 Caste / Religion No
bar. Brokers Excuse.

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA Tamilnadu
Boy 32 Yrs USA based Seeks Girl be-
low 30 USA based. Ct: 9597937384

BRIDE WANTED Naidu,32yrs, BE,
Elite business family in Chennai,
Landlord Ph: 6385293227

HINDU−BE,SWE,35YRS,172CMS,33LPA,AYI
LLAM−KADAGAM.SETTLED IN Bangalore,
financially stable .Looking for
suitable Bride. Ph 9845401461.

VELLALAR 38 C.G Officer swati Thu-
lam 14L PA seeks bride 2nd mar-
riage 9840666103

Hindu, Tamil, Thuluva Vellala,
(Non-veg), only Son, 29yrs, 173 cm,
Fair, MTech., PhD., Gold Medalist, Em-
ployed, well settled affluent Family.
Seeking Bride Good Looking, at least
3yrs younger, well Educated with
Family and Traditional values, from
well settled affluent family of Thuluva
Vellala/ Sozhiya Vellala/ Pillai/ Mudali-
ar. Contact: 9443083410

HINDU/ THEVAR, Star− Revathi,
Lagnam− Meenam / MBBS from Govt.
Medical College, Now pursuing M.S
− Ophthalmology 2nd year with Rama
Medical College, Kanpur, 33Yrs /
180 cm , was working with Govt.
Railway Hospital at Mumbai, from
Metropolitan, Affluent family.
Seeks MBBS Bride, Never Married,
from Thevar/ Maravar / Agamudaiyar
from Respectable, Elite Family.
Contact: 9869164779 / 9821311011

AGE 33, MBA Asst Manager − PNB.
Sc,AD. Ragu Kethu Dosham Seeking
Compatible Bride Vellore. Ct:
9443392722

NAIDU, 29/165, M.E., Design Engr L&
T, own business & rental income,
affluent family, Star: Thiruvonam,
Rasi: Magaram. Seeking suitable al-
liance. CNB: 9841097110

BRIDE WANTED Mudaliyar,26yrs,B.
Tech, Own constructions, Elite
business family Ph: 6385293227

HINDU NADAR 26/163cm MBBS MS V
Fair Girl Dr Family Own Hospital 3
Chennai Younger Brother 24/180cm
MS First Year. Ct: 7550113468

US UK Canada All Caste Religion
1st Marriage Remarriage.
Ct:8248757840

NAIDU GROOM Aug 81 born Surgeon
BDS & UK MBA seek suitable compa-
table PQ DR Engr or IT working in In-
dia or Abroad CNB. Groom working in
Bang as CEO of Hospital, Divorcee no
issues. 98867 82390/ 99622 46305

MUDHALIYAR, AGE−40, Hastham, B.E.,
Sal:1L, 3 House, 2 Acre land, Nev-
er married. Sub caste ok.
8754756329

HINDU PILLAI, Saivam / Nanjil NV
Jan’86 born NRI Businessman
Currently in Suriname, Never married.
Hastham, 176cm Fair, Siblings and
Parents in Tuticorin. Relations – Trivan-
drum, Nagercoil. Prefers girl willing to
relocate. WhatsApp: 98947 60324

HINDU VANNIAR (Gounder), 27, 180
cm, B.Sc Agri., MBA, working in BASF,
Vellore. Seeking suitable bride. Conta-
ct: 9629822508 / 9788391875.

ALLIANCE invited for a 44 yr old
Tamil Brahmin groom, Engg graduate
with Master‘s degree from Duke Uni-
versity, USA. Well settled and success-
fully managing his family business with
average monthly income of 5 lakhs
with own house in Chennai. Seeking
family oriented girl between 35-42 yrs
pref vegetarian and willing to settle in
Chennai. Language no bar. Interested
families may send BHP to Email:
alliance.chennai.1982@gmail.com

WANTED BRIDE from NON−VADHOOLA
Gothram family for Bright, Success-
ful GROOM aged 30 Years working as
LEGAL MANAGER in a Corporate Compa-
ny of repute in MUMBAI. Only son
and child of their parents. Reply
with details to lalithakasiraman95@
gmail.com

Iyer B.Charanam/ Koundinyam/ Avit-
tam ‘88 B.Com/MBA working in Chen-
nai seeks working bride. 9443132445.

Vadakalai Iyengar Boy, Punarpoosam
Bharadwaja Gothram 1979/170 Never
Married MS(IT), MNC Chennai, 32 LPA
Alliance Invited from Brahmin Brides or
Any Pure Vegetarian is Fine. Contact
with Biodata, Photo & Horoscope on
WhatsApp: 7299704899 / 7395989198

MUSLIM, NEVER married, 1985 born,
Education - Master of Science,
(U.S.A.) working as Scientist in U.S.A,
parents based in Tamilnadu. seeks
bride. Contact No: 96262 68383

Tamil, Good Family 32Years, ME,
MBA (SIOM), 30 LPA seeks suitable
Bride, CNB. Contact: 9441677205.

TELUGU VANNAR, 41, MBA, Kanni,
Astham, AGM in MNC, 33 Lac.PA, Any
Telugu Caste no Bar. Ct: 9894777505

BRIDE WANTED − Telugu Naidu 35 Yr
(M) works in Germany PR. Seeks Tel-
ugu Naidu girl 27+, 5’3"+, B.Tech/
equiv. Con :7989249717

BRIDE WANTED Telugu chetty,34yrs,
MBA, Elite business family in
Chennai.Ph 6385293227

Muslim Boy 29/167, IT Manager
Chennai sal. 32 LPA, Educated Girl
Contact: 9444376676

MUSLIM SYED, 29 yrs, 168 cm, hand-
some Doctor, MBBS, MD, DM, AIIMS,
Chennai, seeks a beautiful, well-edu-
cated bride, preferably MD/MS Doctor.
Contact: 99528 28485

NAIDU 28/182 H.some MBBS MD, Con-
sultant Dermatologist,VS Hospitals,
2800000 PA CNB. 9043991629,
9043987029

NRI

TAMIL

TAMIL

COSMOPOLITAN

DIVORCEE

DOCTOR

DOCTOR

IAS /
ALLIED SERVICES

MALAYALAM

TAMIL

TELUGU

URDU

GENERAL

FINANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SAURASTRA

COSMOPOLITAN

DIVORCEE

MALAYALAM

NRI

TAMIL

MARRIAGE BUREAU

ENGLISH

TAMIL TAMIL

URDU

TELUGU
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The Union government noted that the use of com-
binations containing chlorpheniramine maleate
and phenylephrine hydrochloride may pose risks
to children below four years of age and that safer
alternatives are available. 

At the same time, evidence that such combina-
tions substantially improve uncomplicated colds
in children is limited.

Manufacturers have been directed to promi-
nently display the warning, “Fixed Dose Combi-
nation shall not be used in children below four
years of age,” on the label, package insert, and
promotional literature associated with these
formulations.

The noti�cation has been issued under Section
26A of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, in the
interest of public health and is e�ective from the
date of its publication in the O�cial Gazette.

India had already required warnings on certain
formulations in 2023 and formally restricted the
combination in 2025; the latest noti�cation ex-
tends the restriction to all such FDC formulations
for children below four. 

Internationally, countries including the US and
Australia, have also adopted age restrictions or
other safeguards for paediatric cough-and-cold
medicines.

Curbs on cold medicine
for children expanded

From Page One

The Congress also o�ered the example of Kichha
Assembly constituency in Udham Singh Nagar dis-
trict, where one individual, Rajesh Tiwari, is stat-
ed to have submitted approximately 6,410
objections.

Congress MLA Qazi Muhammed Nizamuddin,
who was part of the delegation that met with the
EC, alleged that the manner in which the bulk
forms were submitted online pointed to “institu-
tional” access being granted to some organisation.

Mandatory review
However, EC sources said that, to prevent misuse
of the process, if a person �les more than �ve ob-
jections, it will trigger a mandatory review by the
ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims.

The Congress memorandum claimed that sev-
eral Form 7 objections in Uttarakhand have been
�led by people who are not electors from, or in
any other way connected with, the concerned As-
sembly Constituency.

It added that, according to the rules, the ERO
has to conduct a summary inquiry and record a
decision, with both the objector and the person
objected to entitled to appear and be heard. Ho-
wever, in practice, this dual-notice requirement is
not being observed, and in most cases, the objec-
tor is not present in the hearings, the memoran-
dum said.

The Congress letter also said that unannounced
exercises have restarted to identify demographi-
cally or photo-similar entries, proposing the dele-
tion of 102,793 electors in Udham Singh Nagar dis-
trict alone, without any proper written guidelines
or due notice.

The draft electoral rolls of the State were pu-
blished on July 14, with the �nal list to be released
on September 15. 

The claims and objections period was open till
August 13, and the disposal of notices will take
place till September 11.

Cong. alleges bulk voter
purge bid in Uttarakhand

The controversy surrounding the BCI chairper-
son, who is also a Rajya Sabha MP from the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, intensi�ed after the council is-
sued a circular on August 13 directing State Bar
Councils not to enrol graduates of NALSAR’s 2026
batch, following objections by students to the par-
ticipation of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant at
their convocation. The directive was withdrawn
within hours after an outcry from the legal frater-
nity. Mr. Mishra subsequently apologised to the
students.

However, the apology did little to quell criti-
cism. The Bombay Bar Association on August 18
criticised the handling of the episode and de-
scribed the apology as “belated”, while saying
that Mr. Mishra ought to have already resigned.

In his letter on Saturday, Mr. Reddy called upon
Mr. Mishra to resign and sought an independent
examination of a range of issues relating to the
functioning and �nancial administration of the
council.

The letter raised questions over appointments
within the BCI establishment, with Mr. Reddy al-
leging that a “striking proportion of the sta� are
persons connected to you (Mr. Mishra) personally,
several of them being members of, or related to,
your own family”.

Mr. Reddy also questioned Mr. Mishra’s pro-
longed occupancy of the chairmanship and ar-
gued for greater rotation and representation in
the leadership of the apex regulatory body for the
legal profession.

“You (Mr. Mishra) have held that o�ce continu-
ously since 2012, and were returned a further con-
secutive term in 2025. This is without precedent.
When elections to the o�ce fall due, the arrange-
ments are so managed that the outcome is a fore-
gone conclusion. An elected o�ce that has one oc-
cupant for fourteen years has ceased, in any real
sense, to be an elected o�ce.”

Pressure mounts on BCI
chief amid calls for exit

The demand for the resig-
nation of Bar Council of In-
dia (BCI) chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra has brought
into focus a wider institu-
tional controversy sur-
rounding the creation of
BCI Trust PEARL-FIRST
and allegations that the ori-
ginal BCI Trust was ren-
dered defunct.

In a six-page letter dated
August 22, BCI co-chair-
man and senior advocate
Y.R. Sadasiva Reddy le-
velled several allegations
concerning the creation of
BCI Trust PEARL-FIRST,
the transfer of around ₹150
crore from BCI funds to the
trust, alleged demands for
contributions from law col-
leges, and the handling of
funds generated through
the All-India Bar Examina-
tion (AIBE).

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Reddy said he had
“strongly opposed” the

proposal to transfer ₹150
crore to the trust and that
other members had also
recorded their objections,
but the transfer ultimately
went through. He further
alleged that Mr. Mishra had
never placed the audit re-
ports of the PEARL-FIRST
trust before a meeting of
the BCI since the trust’s in-
ception in 2020. “I have
never seen these audit re-
ports,” Mr. Reddy said.

‘Baseless allegations’
Responding to queries sent
by The Hindu, Mr. Mishra
said, “Mr. Sadasiva Reddy
is not the co-chairman of
the Bar Council of India.
Presently, he is not even a
member of a State Bar
Council. He is politically

opposed to me and in the
Bar Council, [while he was
a member], he had made
all e�orts to oppose me in
elections, but he couldn’t
get a proposer even to
contest.”

“Those are the reasons
for making all sorts of frivo-
lous and baseless allega-
tions. Everything is audit-
ed by a certi�ed C.A. every
year,” Mr. Mishra said. 

Mr. Reddy said the origi-
nal BCI Trust, an institu-
tion created in 1974, was al-
lowed to fall into disuse
during Mr. Mishra’s tenure
and was replaced by BCI
Trust PEARL-FIRST, whose
trustees, he alleged, were
chosen by Mr. Mishra.

He also alleged that the
managements of new law
colleges approaching the
BCI for approval, as well as
those of existing colleges
seeking renewal, were re-
quired to make “contribu-
tions” to the PEARL-FIRST
trust, ranging from ₹25
lakh to ₹1 crore.

Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI

Reddy alleges that
PEARL-FIRST audit
reports were never
placed before the
BCI by Mishra

BCI trust controversy deepens
over ₹150-crore fund transfer;
Chair turns down allegations

T
he Union govern-
ment on Saturday
decided to set up a

committee to draft an
agreement and �nalise mo-
dalities for a “permanent
political solution” to the
demands of the Gorkha
community in the Darjeel-
ing hills and adjoining
areas of north Bengal.

The community has
been demanding the crea-
tion of a separate State of
Gorkhaland, to be carved
out of territories in the
Darjeeling hills and adjoin-
ing areas.

Saturday’s announce-
ment came at a meeting in
Siliguri chaired by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and attended by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari, Darjeeling BJP
MP Raju Bista, and other
leaders from di�erent pol-
itical parties of the region.
“It was decided to consti-

tute a committee, chaired
by the former deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser and
current interlocutor Shri
Pankaj Kumar Singh, to �-
nalise the modalities,” a
statement from the Union
Home Ministry said.

Statehood demand
The demand for a Gorkha-
land State has been alive
since the 1980s. The earlier
arrangements of regional

autonomous bodies such
as the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council in 1988 and the
Gorkhaland Territorial Ad-
ministration (GTA) in 2011
had failed to live up to the
aspirations and expecta-
tions of the people.

According to the Home
Ministry, during the meet-
ing on Saturday, all issues
concerning the hill popula-
tion of West Bengal were
discussed in detail, and

“demands regarding their
identity, a permanent pol-
itical solution, and recogni-
tion under the Constitu-
tion were taken up”.

The statement added
that Mr. Shah promised a
permanent political solu-
tion soon under the um-
brella of the Constitution
and promised to sympath-
etically look into all other
demands of the Gorkha
community. He also said
that adequate funding
from the Centre will take
care of all pending issues.

In October 2025, the
Centre appointed former
Deputy National Security
Adviser Pankaj Kumar
Singh as the interlocutor to
hold talks with Gorkha re-
presentatives to address
their political demands.

The issue has dominat-
ed the politics of Darjeeling
hills over the past several
decades. The region has
been voting for the BJP ov-
er the past two decades,
and the party has been

promising a permanent
political solution.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after the meeting, Mr.
Bista said representatives
of all political parties were
present at the meeting.
Harshavardhan Sringhla,
former IFS o�cer and Ra-
jya Sabha MP, said the
meeting had set the ball
rolling for a solution to the
Gorkhaland issue.

Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha leader Roshan Giri said
the meeting aimed at re-
solving the Gorkhaland is-
sue under the ambit of the
Constitution. Among those
present at the meeting
were GJM chief Bimal Gu-
rung and Gorkha National
Liberation Front chief
Mann Ghisingh.

While the parties in the
Darjeeling hills are in sup-
port of statehood for Gork-
haland, the development
will have repercussions in
south Bengal as the people
there do not want any divi-
sion of the State.

Govt. promises permanent solution
to Gorkha issue, sets up committee

Home Minister Amit Shah, West Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari 

nd other dignitaries at a meeting in Siliguri on Saturday. PTI

Gorkhas have been seeking a separate State of Gorkhaland comprising parts of Darjeeling hills and adjoining areas; Shah

assures the community of a political solution under the ambit of Constitution; he also promises adequate Central funding

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Veteran journalist and Di-
rector of The Hindu Group
N. Ram identi�ed two in-
terconnected challenges
confronting journalism —
an erosion of public trust
in the media and growing
threats to its freedom and
independence — and called
for press clubs across the
country to play a proactive
role in restoring credibility.

Speaking at the National
Conclave of the Federation
of Press Clubs in Hydera-
bad on Saturday, he said
the credibility crisis could
not be attributed entirely
to forces outside journal-
ism. Political propaganda,
misinformation and disin-
formation on social media
had contributed to the
trust de�cit, but sections of
the media had also contri-
buted to the problem
through sensationalism,
inadequate veri�cation,
communal rhetoric and ex-
cessive proximity to politi-
cal and corporate inter-
ests. 

“When journalism be-
comes indistinguishable
from political propaganda”
and when television de-
bates substitute “noise for
information”, public trust
inevitably su�ers, he said,
stressing that credibility
could neither be taken for
granted nor demanded
from the public.

Mr. Ram argued that a
free press could not sur-
vive on constitutional and
legal safeguards alone, and
that public trust was equal-
ly crucial to its remaining

an e�ective democratic in-
stitution. 

Against the backdrop of
the media’s dwindling
credibility, he said press
clubs had an important
role in rebuilding that trust
by promoting professional
ethics and independence.

1988 protest
On threats to media free-
dom, he said coercive tac-
tics against journalists
were not con�ned to any
one political party or go-
vernment. State govern-

ments of di�erent political
a�liations had also resort-
ed to measures such as �l-
ing criminal cases, police
action and attempts to ar-
rest journalists.

He recalled how a col-
lective e�ort could force a
government to take correc-
tive measures, citing the
Rajiv Gandhi government’s
unconditional withdrawal
of the Defamation Bill in
1988 after protests by jour-
nalists. 

The modern state had
formidable instruments at
its disposal, including cri-
minal prosecution, police
investigations, raids, sei-
zure of electronic devices
and surveillance. However,
a pluralistic media envi-
ronment made it di�cult
for any government to
completely control the
press, he felt.

The Federation of Press
Clubs in India, Mr. Ram
said, could establish a na-
tional network capable of
responding quickly whe-
never journalists faced
threats anywhere in the
country. 

Press clubs must take proactive role
in restoring media credibility: N. Ram 
R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

Telangana Deputy CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka with The Hindu

Group Director N. Ram at a photo exhibition during the Federation

of Press Clubs’ first national conference on Saturday. NAGARA GOPAL

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Saturday highlight-
ed that courts must speak
the language of both the
rule of law and economics,
coining the combination as
“Nyaya-nomics”.

He said courts must en-
sure trust, predictability
and stability in the justice
delivery system in order to
spur economic growth. He
was speaking at the 11th
BRICS+ Legal Forum or-
ganised by the Bar Associa-
tion of India.

“Institutions are not the
sca�olding that we erect
around growth once it has
already begun. They are its
architecture. Take the ar-
chitecture away, and in
truth, what looks like a ris-
ing economy is a stack of
good fortune waiting for its
�rst storm. This architec-
ture, upheld primarily by
institutions such as the jus-
tice delivery system, o�ers
three things: trust, predic-

tability, and stability, each
a direct byproduct of a stu-
died allegiance to the Rule
of Law,” the Chief Justice
said. He said consistency in
jurisprudence allows an
economy, including India’s
own, to �ourish at a grow-
ing pace. “The term that
would perfectly describe
the marriage between the
Rule of Law and how it per-
meates favourable eco-
nomic conditions: ‘Nyaya-
nomics’, or more simply,
the economics of justice,”
the CJI said.

“To my mind, a cour-
troom that keeps its word
quickly becomes a country
the world is willing to trust
with its capital,” he said.

Courts must speak
language of rule of
law, economics: CJI

Chief Justice Surya Kant

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Assam and Meghalaya on
Saturday sought an end to
the stando� between peo-
ple of the two States follow-
ing the violence during a
“black �ag bike rally” or-
ganised by the Khasi Stu-
dents’ Union in Shillong on
August 19.

Transporters and mem-
bers of various organisa-
tions in Assam blocked the
Guwahati-Shillong high-
way for the third consecu-
tive day on Saturday, de-
manding an end to
recurring attacks on As-
sam-registered vehicles
and tourists.

In a bid to end the con-
�ict, Meghalaya Deputy
Chief Minister Sniawbha-
lang Dhar met Assam Bor-
der Protection and Deve-
lopment Minister Atul Bora
in Guwahati on Saturday. 

The two governments
agreed to establish a dedi-
cated coordination me-

chanism between the In-
spector General (IG) of
Assam Police’s Special
Branch and the IG (Law &
Order), Meghalaya, along
with dedicated helplines.
An online support forum
will also be activated to
help locate and facilitate
stranded individuals.

A joint committee com-
prising the Commissioner/
Secretary-level transport
authorities of both States,
along with representatives
of the tourist vehicle asso-
ciations, would be consti-

tuted to regulate tourist
transport movement and
safeguard the shared tou-
rism interests of Assam
and Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya govern-
ment reiterated that it
would take responsibility
for the safety of all tourists
and vehicles travelling
from Assam and other
parts of the country into
Meghalaya, during their
stay within the State. Mr.
Bora said both States
would take necessary steps
for the safety of vehicles.

Assam and Meghalaya step up
e�orts to end stando�, agree
on measures to ensure safety
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Transporters block the Assam-Meghalaya border at Jorabat amid

tensions following violence during a KSU rally in Shillong. PTI

A Panama-�agged cargo
ship with 24 crew mem-
bers, mostly Chinese, sank
in the Bay of Bengal on Sa-
turday, about 240 nautical
miles o� the Odisha coast,
o�cials said.

Twenty of the crew
members on the ship, MV

Ocean Winner, were Chi-
nese, three Myanmarese
and one Bangladeshi, they
said.

The ship was heading to
Singapore carrying 72,100
mt of iron ore �nes from
Odisha. It had left the Para-
dip coast at 10.42 p.m. on
August 20, they added.

“The Indian Coast
Guard and Indian Navy
have launched a rescue op-
eration. So far, two per-
sons have been rescued
from the waters,” a senior
IPS o�cer said. 

Another nearby ship
has also come to the rescue
of MV Ocean Winner, he
said. E�orts are being
made to establish contact
with the crew members.

Rescue e�orts
on after cargo
ship sinks in
Bay of Bengal

Press Trust of India
PARADIP
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Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh on Saturday said the
resumption of bus and
commercial vehicle servic-
es between Imphal and Gu-
wahati would go a long way
in providing relief to peo-
ple in the State.

People in Manipur, par-
ticularly those living in the

Imphal Valley, have had to
depend on air travel since
May 3, 2023, when the eth-
nic con�ict erupted.

“The resumption of pu-
blic road transport services
(between Imphal and Gu-
wahati) will provide much-
needed relief to our peo-
ple, particularly students
studying outside the State
and those travelling for
medical treatment,” the
Chief Minister said.

Manipur CM lauds
transport resumption

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Congress on Saturday
accused the Narendra Mo-
di government of failing to
contain the rise in prices of
essential commodities,
with party president Malli-
karjun Kharge questioning
whether the diversion of
sugarcane and grain for
ethanol production under
the E20 policy was contri-
buting to rising sugar
prices.

In a post on X, Mr.
Kharge said sugar stocks

were at a nine-year low
even as prices had risen
sharply ahead of the festiv-
al season. He asked why In-
dia, the world’s largest su-
gar producer and exporter,
had reached a situation
where exports had to be
halted and one million
tonnes of sugar imported
duty-free. 

Mr. Kharge said sugar
had become nearly 40%
more expensive in recent
months and questioned
the rationale for diverting
sugarcane and grain to-
wards ethanol when the

country was importing su-
gar. “What kind of ‘self-re-
liant India’ is this?” he
asked, arguing that the pol-
icy had resulted in declin-
ing sugar production and
stocks while sugar was be-
ing imported.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh also at-

tacked the government ov-
er in�ation, saying the rise
in prices was a�ecting hou-
sehold budgets and not
just kitchen essentials.
“From soap to cars, from
spices to �our, rice, sugar
and oil, in�ation has bro-
ken the back of the com-
mon man,” Mr. Ramesh
said in a social media post.

Citing price increases
over the past month, he
said �our had risen from
₹32 to ₹40 a kg, rice from
₹42 to ₹54, cumin from
₹180 to ₹380 and turmeric
from ₹130 to ₹260. Mustard

oil, peanut oil and re�ned
oil had also registered
sharp increases, he said.

‘Public won’t forget’
Mr. Ramesh said the rising
cost of everyday goods, in-
cluding soap, detergent,
toothpaste, biscuits, tyres
and cars, had made life dif-
�cult for ordinary people.
“There is no e�ort to con-
trol in�ation,” he said,
warning that the public
would remember the go-
vernment’s handling of
prices and “will not for-
give”.

Congress slams Centre for failing to contain
increase in prices of essential commodities
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Kharge asks if
diverting sugarcane
for ethanol was
leading to rise in
sugar prices

The Congress on Saturday
expressed concern over
the Supreme Court’s re-
cent ruling on the de�ni-
tion of “industry”, saying
any move to narrow the
scope of the law could wea-
ken safeguards available to
workers.

The judgment in State of
Uttar Pradesh vs Jai Bir
Singh, delivered on August
20, 2026, had raised im-
portant questions about
the future interpretation of
labour law, Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge of
communications Jairam
Ramesh said.

The Modi government’s
Industrial Relations Code,
2020, had already “signi�-
cantly weakened essential
safeguards for our work-
ers”, he said.

The Supreme Court’s
majority judgment revisit-
ed the interpretation of
“industry” laid down in its
landmark 1978 judgment in
the Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board vs
A. Rajappa case, in which
the court had evolved the
“Triple Test” — systematic
activity, cooperation bet-
ween employer and em-
ployee and production or
distribution of goods or
services to satisfy human
wants and wishes.

The judgment had also
held that the absence of a
pro�t motive did not by it-
self take an activity outside
the de�nition of an indus-
try. The main exception
was core sovereign func-
tions, including the judici-
ary, law and order and
defence.

This broad interpreta-
tion had, for nearly �ve de-
cades, brought a wide
range of workers swithin
the protection of labour
laws, Mr. Ramesh said. The
recent majority judgment,
he claimed, sought to nar-
row the approach by re-
quiring an activity to have
a “discernible commercial
character” resembling
trade or business. It also
widened the scope of the
sovereign-function exemp-
tion, potentially excluding
more government activi-
ties from the de�nition of

“industry”, he added.
“The Supreme Court

has clari�ed that this refor-
mulation will not disturb
concluded or pending pro-
ceedings under the erst-
while Industrial Disputes
Act as amended from time
to time, and will not gov-
ern the interpretation of
the new Industrial Rela-
tions Code. But leaving this
‘hypothesis’ on the record
creates an interpretive va-
cuum that could open a
Pandora’s box of litigation
and uncertainty, particu-
larly before Labour Courts
and Industrial Tribunals,”
Mr. Ramesh said.

He praised Justice B.V.
Nagarathna’s dissent, say-
ing she had rightly held
that the 1978 judgment did
not require reconsidera-
tion and had cautioned
against disturbing settled
law.

“The August 2026 ma-
jority judgment is concern-
ing because it injects un-
certainty into labour
relations at a time when
clarity is essential for in-
dustrial peace,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said.

“In an open economy
with increasing private de-
livery of services, any
move to narrow or dis-
tance the law from the
broad de�nition of ‘indus-
try’ risks weakening work-
er safeguards precisely
when they are needed
most,” the Congress leader
said.

Cong. �ags concerns
over SC’s ruling on
‘industry’ de�nition
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The August 20
judgment is

concerning because it
injects uncertainty into
labour relations at a time
when clarity is essential
for industrial peace

JAIRAM RAMESH
Congress general secretary

T
he Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Sa-
turday passed a re-

solution criticising the
Congress Working Com-
mittee’s decision to reaf-
�rm its 1937 resolution and
restrict the singing of
Vande Mataram to its �rst
two stanzas at Congress
events. The party also
stepped up preparations
for a nationwide Gen-Z out-
reach programme.

BJP president Nitin Na-
bin held his �rst meeting
with the newly-appointed
national o�ce-bearers,
which was also attended
by their predecessors. In
the evening, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ad-
dressed the new team.

Connect with youth: PM
“Organisational meetings
are all about new ideas and
perspectives aimed at
strengthening the Party
and deepening connect
with the people. Great inte-
raction with fellow Party
colleagues and the new or-
ganisational team!” said
Mr. Modi on X.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister exhorted
the new o�ce-bearers to

intensify the outreach with
the young generation.

The day’s meetings fo-
cused on strengthening
the BJP’s connect with the
people, particularly the
younger generation. The
party decided to constitute
a team for its upcoming
Gen-Z outreach pro-
gramme, to understand
the aspirations and con-
cerns of the younger gener-
ation. The team is likely to
include Mr. Nabin, national
general secretaries Smriti
Irani and Vinod Tawde,
Gujarat Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Harsh Sanghavi, and

Chhattisgarh Minister O.P.
Choudhary. 

Another meeting fo-
cused on the decision to
run a month-long pro-
gramme across the coun-
try from September 17 to
October 17, marking Mr.
Modi’s birthday and 25
years since he became Guj-
arat Chief Minister.

Constitutional status
In its 10-point resolution
on Vande Mataram, the BJP
rejected what it described
as attempts to subordinate
the song to communal
pressure, political ap-

peasement or vote-bank
politics. The party said the
Congress Working Com-
mittee’s 1937 decision
could not override consti-
tutional institutions or
laws.

It resolved to “a�rm the
constitutional and statuto-
ry status of Vande Mataram
as established by the Con-
stituent Assembly’s 1950
pronouncement and rein-
forced by Parliament’s
2026 amendment [the Pre-
vention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour (Amend-
ment) Act] extending
statutory protection to the

National Song equivalent
to that accorded to the Na-
tional Anthem”.

The BJP announced a
nationwide campaign
through its workers to edu-
cate people, particularly
the youth, about the Na-
tional Song’s history, six-
stanza composition and
national signi�cance.

“That legacy cannot be
reduced to the calculations
of contemporary vote-
bank politics. The same
Vande Mataram that
echoed as the call for free-
dom in 1947 will resound
as the supreme chant for a
‘Developed India @ 2047’
under the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,”
it said.

At a press conference,
BJP MP Sambit Patra re-
ferred to a complaint �led
with the police seeking re-
gistration of a case to
probe alleged “intentional
obstruction/disturbance”
during the rendition of the
National Song at the All In-
dia Congress Committee
headquarters on August 15.

Mr. Patra said the re-
cently enacted Prevention
of Insults to National Ho-
nour (Amendment) Act
prescribed imprisonment
and a �ne, and that the law
would take its course.

BJP passes resolution against Cong.
decision on Vande Mataram stanzas

Putting pressure: BJP national president Nitin Nabin, second left, with party leaders during Nabin's

first meeting with the party's newly appointed national o�ice-bearers in New Delhi on Saturday. PTI

The party steps up preparations for a nationwide Gen-Z outreach programme; another meeting focused on a programme

from Sept. 17 to Oct. 17, marking PM Modi’s birthday; Nitin Nabin holds �rst meeting with new national o�ce-bearers
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In his fourth ‘Chhatron ki
Goonj’ address, held in
Pune on Saturday, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
urged Gen Z women to
“smash” the patriarchy.

“Be loud, be proud and
�ght for your space in so-
ciety,” he told the girl stu-
dents at the AISSMS
ground on Saturday even-
ing amid a rousing wel-
come. Speaking in Ma-
rathi, he said, “Pune
mhanje prem (Pune means
love)” .

His address, which last-

ed well over an hour, was
interspersed with interac-
tions with young women
from di�erent back-
grounds who spoke of their
concerns. 

Mr. Gandhi said the 70
crore women of India are
more important than the
70 crore men of the
country.

Calling the BJP leader-
ship responsible for the
“return of the Manusmri-
ti”, he played a clip of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressing shock at
the foul language used by
young girls during the Jan-
tar Mantar protest, term-

ing it a “cultural shock.”
“At Jantar Mantar, bad

words were used by both
boys and girls. And yet, the
PM expressed cultural
shock only about the girls.
The message was that it is
okay for the boys to use
bad words, not the girls,”
he said.

“We don’t want an India
where it is believed that
boys should get full free-
dom, but that girls should
be kept in a cage at home.
We want justice. We want
everyone to be respected.
The fear from your hearts
should be erased at the ear-
liest. You are the founda-

tion, the future of this
country,” Mr. Gandhi said.

Ways of control
“Women are controlled
through violence. Every six
out of 100 women are
raped in India. That is di-
rect physical violence.
There is violence of oppor-
tunity, whereby 50% of
women reject jobs due to
safety concerns. There is �-
nancial violence, where
₹17,500 are spent annually
for the safety of a woman.
So there is direct, �nancial
and opportunity violence
for the women in our coun-
try,” he said.

Be loud, proud and �ght for your space: Rahul to Gen Z girls
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
PUNE

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi during an

interaction at ‘Chhatron ki Goonj’ on Saturday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Rights activist-turned-Siva-
sagar MLA Akhil Gogoi on
Saturday held three Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) legis-
lators, including a Minister,
responsible for the deaths
and devastation caused by
�oods in parts of eastern
Assam. 

At least 105 people were
killed and more than 7.5
lakh a�ected between
April and mid-August.
Flash �oods triggered by
heavy rain in Nagaland
caused much of the dam-
age in Sivasagar, Charaideo
and Jorhat districts. 

Mr. Gogoi rejected Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s claim that a cloud-
burst caused the �oods,
citing coal mining along
the Assam-Nagaland bor-
der and damage to natural
river protection structures
along the Dikhow. “I had
sent a special team with
drones. It found �ve co�er-
dams across the Dikhow
River, creating a 350-km-
long reservoir upstream.
Protective stone embank-
ments had also been exca-
vated along a 25-km
stretch,” he said. 

He accused Water Re-
sources Minister Sushanta
Borgohain and MLAs Dhar-
meswar Konwar and May-
ur Borgohain of controlling
a mining syndicate. 

Assam �oods:
MLA blames
BJP legislators
for deaths

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI
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A special NIA court has rejected the bail plea of
Insha Jan alias Insha Tariq, an accused in the
2019 Pulwama suicide attack that killed 40 CRPF
personnel, observing that su�cient material
existed on record to presume that the
accusations against her were prima facie true. In
his 15-page order delivered on August 20, Special
Judge Prem Sagar held that the statutory bar
under Section 43-D(5) of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) also operated against the
accused and prevented her release on bail at this
stage. Jan, a resident of Harkipora village in south
Kashmir’s Pulwama district, was arrested on
March 3, 2020. PTI

Court denies bail to accused
in Pulwama terror attack

At least three employees of a steel factory in
Jharkhand’s Ramgarh district died, and one was
injured after a �re broke out in the unit, police
said on Saturday. The blaze spread from a captive
power plant in the steel factory in Helal at
midnight on Friday. "At least four employees
received severe burn injuries. Three of them died
during treatment in a hospital," said Ramgarh
Superintendent of Police (SP) Mukesh Kumar
Lunayat. He said the exact cause of the �re is
being investigated. Barkakana Police Station
in-charge Uma Shankar Verma said the deceased
have been identi�ed as Sanjeev, Vinit and
Abhishek. PTI

At least three workers die in
steel factory �re in Jharkhand

An Indian national has been arrested and
charged in the U.S. for his alleged role as a
“money mule” in a multi-million-dollar scheme
targeting elderly victims. Jay Sunilbharthi
Goswami, 21, a Gujarat native who lived in New
Jersey, was detained in Canada while attempting
to �ee to Qatar. He was charged by criminal
complaint with wire fraud, conspiracy to commit
wire fraud, money laundering and conspiracy to
commit money laundering. The charges carry a
maximum penalty of 20 years in prison, U.S.
Attorney Michael DiGiacomo said Friday.
Canadian authorities detained Goswami at
Toronto Pearson International Airport. PTI

21-year-old Indian held in U.S.
over fraud targeting elderly

SUDOKU
�

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

At least �ve people were killed, and several
others were injured when a bus ploughed into a
crowd attending a cultural programme in Bihar's
West Champaran district, police said on
Saturday. The incident took place around 10:45
p.m. on Friday along the Lauriya Marg in Parau
Tola under the jurisdiction of Lauriya police
station."While trying to avert a head-on collision
with a truck, the bus ploughed into a crowd
attending a cultural event on the roadside, killing
�ve men and injuring several others," said
Narkatiyaganj Sub-divisional Police O�cer
(SDPO) Ajay Prakash Singh. The incident led to a
stampede-like situation, he added. PTI

Five killed as bus ploughs into
crowd in Bihar’s Champaran 

A project in Assam to im-
prove the quality of an ele-
phant habitat could turn a
botanical liability into a
carbon-rich asset.

For decades, Assam For-
est Department o�cials
have struggled to deal with
at least half a dozen inva-
sive alien plants (IAPs) that
have been constricting lo-
cal vegetation and reduc-
ing the food options for
herbivores.

The forest o�cials are
upbeat about the targeted
IAP management in Kha-
lingduar Reserve Forest
under the Dhansiri Forest
Division of Udalguri dis-
trict, bordering Bhutan. 

A two-hectare area has
been selected in this re-
serve forest in the Bodo-
land Territorial Region

(BTR) for the project fo-
cused on managing three
IAP species.

Species in question
The species concerned
are Lantana camara, Chro-

molaena odorata, and Mi-

kania micrantha. Although
these species have been
known to contribute as
nectar resources or struc-
tural cover, their prolifera-
tion is altering native plant
communities and con-
straining regeneration.

Aaranyak, a Guwahati-
based biodiversity conser-
vation organisation, is un-
dertaking the International
Elephant Foundation-sup-
ported project. 

The programme targets
native vegetation recovery
through targeted IAP man-
agement, seed-ball-assist-
ed regeneration, and con-
version of cleared biomass

into biochar.
Biochar is a �ne-

grained, porous, charcoal-
like substance made by
heating organic waste in a
controlled environment
with little to no oxygen. In-
stead of burning to ash,
this thermal process trans-
forms the biomass into a

stable, solid form of car-
bon that resists decay and
can remain in the ground
for thousands of years.

Biochar properties vary
considerably with feed-
stock and production con-
ditions. Its porous struc-
ture can in�uence soil
water retention, nutrient

retention, aggregation,
and microbial habitat.

Hope for herbivores
According to Aaranyak’s
Rabiya Daimari, Bistirna
Burhagohain, Bikash Tos-
sa, Manav Nayak, and Pra-
dip Barman, a quintet con-
ducting the �eld
operations for the project,
the three invasive species
compete with native vege-
tation for light, space,
moisture, and nutrients.

These IAPs gradually sti-
�e the growth and recov-
ery of native grasses,
herbs, shrubs, and natural-
ly regenerating trees. “Ele-
phants and other herbi-
vores need a varied forage
base comprising local
grasses and plants,” a team
member said.

The quintet said the ex-
isting vegetation in the pro-
ject area was catalogued to

identify patches with sub-
stantial IAP dominance.
Based on the survey �nd-
ings, the IAPs were ma-
nually uprooted in the tar-
get area to minimise
regrowth and reduce com-
petitive pressure on regen-
erating vegetation.

“The Khalingduar pro-
ject can be a game-changer
for the management of
IAPs,” Sonali Ghosh, the
Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and
BTR’s Council Head of De-
partment, told The

Hindu on Saturday .
The Aaranyak team said

the project area would be
monitored periodically for
IAP re-emergence and re-
generation, with subse-
quent removal undertaken
to prevent renewed domi-
nance and sustain the
space created for native ve-
getation recovery.

Reclaiming Assam’s elephant habitat, one weed at a time
Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Invasive alien plant species converted into biochar to improve

forest health in Assam’s Udalguri district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A
n infant was killed
and two other new-
borns su�ered

burn injuries after a �re
broke out in the neonatal
ICU (NICU) at the govern-
ment district hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s Chhind-
wara, o�cials said on
Saturday.

According to o�cials,
the incident took place
around 1.50 a.m. after a ra-
diant warmer machine in
the NICU caught �re due to
sparks in its �lament coil,
causing injuries to three
children. 

Hospital in-charge and
civil surgeon Kanchan Du-
bey said that after an initial
examination, the three in-
fants were referred to the
government medical col-
lege in Jabalpur.

“There were a total of 33
children there [in the NI-
CU] and these three [in-
fants] were placed on the
same warmer. Our sta�, in-
cluding nurses, acted with
promptness and saved the
other 30 children. They
were initially moved to
another unit and after

technicians and electri-
cians inspected all other
machines, the children
were shifted back to the NI-
CU,” she said, terming the
tragedy an accident.

“The administrative o�-
cials will come and con-
duct an investigation but I
don’t see any negligence in
this. It is an accident,” she
said, adding that the �re
was quickly doused.

Dr. Dubey also denied
any technical fault in the
machine.

Roopmal Verma, a rela-
tive of the deceased girl
child, said the families had
initially been told that all
children were safe.

“I was among the �rst to

reach the spot and the
room was �lled with
smoke. There is so much
negligence here. The nurs-
ing sta� even asks for mo-
ney [from families] saying
that they will do the deliv-
ery properly,” he said.

No paediatric surgeon
District hospital paediatri-
cian Anshul Lamba said
the children were referred
to the facility in Jabalpur as
there was no paediatric
surgeon at the hospital.

“After the primary treat-
ment, surgical inspection
was conducted by special-
ists and opinion was taken.
Since, we do not have a
paediatric surgeon here,

they were sent to Jabalpur
for better treatment,” Dr.
Lamba said.

“There was a short cir-
cuit in the coil. It did not
happen anywhere in the
electrical line; the short
circuit occurred only in the
coil. The problem is that
the oxygen tubing also
runs from that very area.
The short circuit produced
sparks, which fell on the
oxygen tubing, and caused
�re in the cradle. The sta�
managed to bring out the
three children from the
cradle within 15 seconds
but due to the foam mat-
tress, they su�ered burn
injuries,” he said.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Chhindwara Collector Ha-
rendra Narayan Mishra
said an investigation has
been ordered. 

“I have been told by the
hospital that the machine
had undergone its annual
maintenance on August 10
and no fault had been de-
tected. But since a tragedy
has happened, we have in-
formed the maintenance
agency in Bhopal. Their
engineers will visit the hos-
pital soon for an inspec-
tion,” he said.

Infant dead, 2 injured in �re
at NICU in M.P. govt. hospital

An infant being carried away after a fire broke out in the neonatal

ICU of the government hospital in Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh. PTI

Chhindwara district hospital in-charge denies negligence after radiant warmer machine at facility

caught �re due to sparks in its �lament coil, causing injuries to three children; probe under way

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The Supreme Court on Sa-
turday set aside a Decem-
ber 2017 decision of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) holding Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar’s Art of Living
Foundation responsible for
the damage caused to the
Yamuna �oodplains during
its World Culture Festival
held in 2016.

A Bench of Justices Sat-
ish Chandra Sharma and
N.K. Singh directed the Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) to refund ₹5 crore
deposited by the founda-
tion with it in four weeks.

The top court’s order
came on an appeal �led by
Vyakti Vikas Kendra India,
associated with the Art of
Living Foundation.

Criticises nod for event
The court disapproved of
the manner in which the
DDA granted permission to
hold the event on an active
�oodplain. “It was not only
avoidable, but was also not
consistent with the precau-
tionary principle and doc-
trine of public trust,” Jus-
tice Sharma, who authored
the judgment, observed.

The Bench said the DDA
should continue to carry

out the rehabilitation work
on the Yamuna �oodplains
as per the proposed plan
and directions issued by
the NGT from time to time.
“We have not altered the
responsibilities entrusted
to the DDA concerning the
management or rehabilita-
tion of the Yamuna �ood-
plains, in any manner,” the
court clari�ed.

The NGT had directed
the foundation to deposit
₹5 crore with the DDA to be
utilised for the restoration
of the �oodplains of the
Yamuna.

In its judgment, the top
court said the NGT had
failed to note that the �ood-
plain, which was the site of
the event, was already in a
damaged condition prior to
its handing over to the
foundation. 

The court said the NGT
did not even consider rele-
vant material, including a
letter from the foundation
regarding the presence of
debris and construction
material at the site.

SC sets aside order
against Art of Living
for Yamuna event

NGT held foundation
responsible for the
damage to �oodplain;
court directs DDA 
to refund ₹5 crore 
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Following a political con-
troversy over the reconsti-
tution of the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT) committee that
brings out political science
textbooks for Classes 11 and
12, members of the newly
formed panel have said
“personal political a�lia-
tions will be set aside”
while working on the text-
books. 

The reconstituted 20-
member committee faced
criticism from Opposition
parties and student bodies
over reported links of
some members to RSS-a�-
liated organisations.

In an interview with The

Hindu, Sandeep Shastri,
Textbook Development
Team (TDT) head and Vice
President (Bengaluru cam-
pus) of Nitte University,
said he would endeavour
to bring out factual and un-
biased textbooks. 

“We have been assigned
to work on Class 11 and 12

political science textbooks.
Fellow members of my
team are essentially sub-
ject experts, and that is im-
portant to me. I want to
work on a book that is fac-
tual and unbiased. That is
the mandate that I have gi-
ven to myself,” said Mr.
Shastri. 

“Over the last decade, I
have worked with a wide
range of people. We may
choose to agree or not
agree on certain topics. In
case we do not agree, we
work to arrive at an agree-
ment,” he added. 

Before joining the Kar-
nataka-based Nitte Educa-
tion Trust, Mr. Shastri

served as the Vice Chancel-
lor of Bhopal-based Jagran
Lake University. 

Of the 20 members in
the TDT, at least four mem-
bers — Yadunath Desh-
pande, Prashant Divekar,
Vandana Mishra and Ravi
Rameshchandra — have
links with the BJP, the RSS
or the Akhil Bharatiya Vi-
dyarthi Parishad (ABVP).

On political a�liations
A TDT member, who spoke
on the condition of ano-
nymity, said, “Our political
lineage, Left or Right, is im-
material when we meet as
a group. We should not
bring the ideology of any
political party to the table.
Everybody has their own
life post academics, but
when we meet for a partic-
ular purpose, we put those
hats aside.” 

“We should have a
healthy debate. It is not
that everything old will be
erased, but a sense of con-
temporariness will be
brought into the text-
books,” the member
added.

Amid controversy, NCERT
team head promises to bring
out factual, unbiased books
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Sandeep Shastri

A professor at a private col-
lege in Chhattisgarh’s Durg
district and �ve students
from the same institution
were arrested for their al-
leged roles in the leak of an
Indira Gandhi Krishi Vish-
wavidyalaya (IGKV) ento-
mology question paper,
police said on Saturday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Crime and Cyb-
er) Smruthik Rajanala told
The Hindu that 38-year-old
Yogesh Sonkesariya, a pro-
fessor at Bharti Agriculture
College in Durg, had alleg-
edly used an endoscopic
camera to capture images
of the question papers that
he received in a sealed en-
velope and then shared
them with his fellow ac-
cused before the exam,
which was scheduled to be
held on August 20. 

The o�cer alleged that
the accused were also in-
volved in leaking the ques-
tion paper of another ex-
amination that was
scheduled for August 7.

On August 20, an agri-
cultural entomology exam
— AENT 221 [Pest Manage-
ment in crops and stored
grains-I(Rabi Crops)] — for
second-year students of
B.Sc. (Agriculture), was
cancelled after it was al-
leged that the question
paper had been leaked.
The exam was written by
1,500 students enrolled in
di�erent colleges a�liated
with IGKV, a government-
run university here. 

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said Mr. Sonkesariya
had received the set of
question papers in a sealed
envelope on August 17. 

“He then inserted an en-
doscopic camera into the
envelope through a tiny
hole and captured the con-
tents… The question paper
was a one-page document
with all the content printed
on the same side. He then
used glue to cover the
opening through which the
camera was inserted,” said
Mr Rajanala.

After the examination
was cancelled, the univer-
sity administration �led a

police complaint, saying
that the Agriculture Col-
lege and Research Centre
at Kawardha received an
email at 8.41 a.m., in which
it was claimed that the pap-
er had leaked. Other o�-
cials received the email at
8.54 a.m.

The complaint added
that students and their re-
presentatives also in-
formed the university
through WhatsApp that
some purported questions
from the paper were
circulating.

Based on the complaint,
a case was registered
against unidenti�ed per-
sons under the Chhattis-
garh Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2008, and Sec-
tion 316 (criminal breach of
trust) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.

A team of more than 100
police personnel, includ-
ing members of the Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit as
well as personnel from the
Telibandha police station,
was formed to probe the
paper leak.

Professor used an endoscopic
camera to leak question paper
in Chhattisgarh, say police
Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

10 Sunday, August 23, 2026
DelhiBusiness

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Saturday said
that $72.85 billion [$72,848 million] of foreign
exchange has been generated via FCNR(B)
Deposits, External Commercial Borrowings
(ECBs) and Overseas Foreign Currency
Borrowings (OFCBs) under the Reserve Bank
Swap facility as on August 21, 2026. The position
of forex in�ows as reported by Authorised Dealer
Banks to the RBI till August 21, 2026 includes
$64.40 billion by way of FCNR (B) deposits; $4.86
billion via OFCBs and $2.59 billion by ECBs.

‘$72.85 bn forex in�ows via
FCNR (B), OFCB, ECB Swap’ 

INBRIEF
�

T
he “Great Trans-
shipment Scam”,
an August 2026

White House report, accus-
es India’s Pune–Gujarat–
Chennai production belt of
pumps and compressors
that export to the U.S. as
being largely just pit stops
in the movement of Chi-
nese goods to America
where no meaningful value
addition is made. The re-
port says China-linked ex-
porters use jurisdictions
like India for “both limited
production activity and lo-
gistics-side routing”.

And the alleged scam
lies in evading the high ta-
ri�s that the Trump admi-
nistration levied on China
in its �rst term by
routing these pumps and
compressors (HS Code
8413 and 8414) through In-
dia, which has led to a de-
cline in pump and com-

pressor manufacturing in
Cincinnati, Dayton and Co-
lumbus. Pune-Gujarat-
Chennai are the “ugly sis-
ter cities” that have re-
placed the industrial belts
in the three U.S. cities men-
tioned before, as per
the report.

An Indian pump draws a
tari� of 10% while
entering the U.S. One com-
ing from China attracts 10%
to 25-35% as per Section
301, which the Trump ad-
ministration slapped on
China in its �rst term for al-
leged IP theft, discrimina-
tory business practices,
forced technology
transfer and so on. The re-
port alleges that ever since
Section 301 started apply-
ing to China, imports from
China have dipped but im-
ports from other countries
such as India, Mexico and
Vietnam have gone up at
exactly the same rate and
volume, which the U.S. go-
vernment has interpreted
as inference of a
“transshipment scam.” 

Parsing of �gures and
speaking to industry sourc-
es, however, reveals
that there is little Chinese
ownership of such pumps/
components sent to the
U.S. by Indian/India-based
companies. Many are large
U.S. multinationals with
global production cen-
ters. They are typically list-
ed in the New York Stock
Exchange and follow sourc-
ing strategies that give
them cost and technology
advantages. The pro�ts of
these American companies
go to their shareholders or
reinvested for growth.  

Sourcing strategies are
complex and navigate
cheap raw materials and
manufacturing, tari� di�e-
rential and geopolitics
to cut costs. For instance,
an American pump compa-
ny with a plant in India re-
cently purchased two
branded motors from Sin-
gapore under India’s Ad-
vance Authorisa-
tion scheme that allows
duty-free import of raw

materials and compo-
nents needed to make pro-
ducts for export. This com-
pany exports its products
across the globe, including
the U.S. An Indian pump
manufacturing company in
the small and medium-
scale (SME) category ex-
ports pumpsets, inclu-
ding to the U.S. Since the
parts for these pumps are
not available in India, it im-
ports them from China,
paying Indian Customs Du-

ty, potentially nullifying ta-
ri� di�erential.  

And this is a global phe-
nomenon. A reliable indus-
try report that tracked HS
Code 8413 imports to the
U.S. from across the world
barring leaders -- China,
Taiwan and Italy -- shows
that some 85% of the im-
port value comes from Ca-
nada, which is not on the
list of dubious nations in
the White House report.
Mexico comes next with

more than 11% while India
comes third contributing a
little over 2% and Brazil
and Vietnam are fourth
and �fth with much less
than 1%. Out of the top 50
suppliers, 16 are U.S. �rms,
among the most well-
known OEMs of pumps. Six
are German-owned and
they too are blue-
chip �rms. Four are Japa-
nese, 3 South Korean and 1
each Swiss, UK, Chinese,
Hong Kong and so on.  

There are �ve Indian
�rms in the top 50. Two are
Mexican. The industry re-
port puts the total value of
Indian pump exports to the
U.S. at some ₹4,000 crore.
Industry sources say only a
fraction of this comes from
Indian companies.

Govt. action sought
While the White House re-
port attempts to locate
holes in the global manu-
facturing maze and brands
them as “shadow” opera-
tions whose only motive is
tari� evasion, it also makes

Indian MSME manufactur-
ers vulnerable to damaging
action by the U.S. govern-
ment. Their factories have
been around for years and
have collaborated with in-
ternational partners for
technology so they could
meet American standards
to cater to that market.

“The US already applies
strict non-preferential ori-
gin rules based on substan-
tial transformation. Yet the
report says these rules re-
main complex, inconsis-
tent and open to misuse,
and calls for tougher statu-
tory standards. This could
increase uncertainty and
compliance costs for legiti-
mate manufacturers using
imported inputs without
necessarily improving the
detection of deliberate cus-
toms fraud,”says Ajay Sri-
vastava of Global Trade Re-
search Initiative.

“Pumps sold
in the U.S. market should
meet mandatory standards
and norms and we spent
years to design pump-

sets to meet these require-
ments. We cannot
sell these pumpsets in oth-
er countries as they are de-
signed speci�cally
for the US. The design and
voltage are di�erent for the
American buildings or agri-
culture market. India is
competitive to China in
forgings and castings and
Indian companies will not
pay Customs duties to im-
port these from China and
assemble the pumps here
to supply to the US as this is
not an economically viable
option,” says an Indian
pump exporter .

A loophole
Industry sources �nd
the possibilities of some
�rms in India doing third
country invoicing and ship-
ping directly from China
to the U.S. This too is an
age-old practice in global
trade. But, the White
House report is speci�cally
on goods landing in India
and leaving without major
value addition. 

Trade scam or supply chain play? Pro�t in transit
Data and industry sources reveal little Chinese ownership of such pumps/components sent to the U.S. by Indian/India-based �rms; many are large U.S. multinationals with global production centers,

they are typically listed in the New York Stock Exchange and follow sourcing strategies that give them cost and technology advantage; pro�ts go to their shareholders or reinvested for growth

M. Kalyanaraman
M. Soundariya Preetha
CHENNAI

India remains a very attrac-
tive destination for global
investments and its eco-
nomic fundamentals form
the basis for strong inves-
tor con�dence, Jyoti Jee-
tun, the Minister of Finan-
cial Services and Economic
Planning of Mauritius told
The Hindu in an interview.

Ms. Jeetun added that
the amended Double Taxa-
tion Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA) between the two
countries, which was re-
cently rati�ed by the Maur-
itian Cabinet, would en-
sure that genuine and
constructive investments
�ow from Mauritius to
India.

She also said that wha-
tever concerns investors
had with the amendments

to the DTAA have now
been ironed out.

Mauritius has historical-
ly been a major source of
investments into India. It
accounted for about $6.6
billion or 11.2% of the total
foreign direct investment
(FDI) that entered India in
2025-26, the second-high-
est that year after Singa-
pore, according to data
from the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT).

Between April 2000
and March 2026, Mauritius
accounted for $186 billion
of FDI, which is nearly a
quarter of the total inward
FDI during that period.

“India remains a very at-
tractive destination for glo-
bal investment �ows,” Ms.
Jeetun said. “As one of the
world’s top four economic
powers, India’s primary

economic ambition is to
become a $5 trillion econo-
my by �scal year 2028-
2029. This ambition under-
scores the scale of capital it
will require to grow its eco-
nomy,” she added. 

“India’s fundamentals,
its vast market size, ongo-
ing reforms, and rapid dig-
ital transformation conti-
nue to underpin strong
investor con�dence.” 

Plugging gaps
While Mauritius has been a

major source of FDI into
India, there have been
some concerns that a large
part of these investments
are not genuinely from
Mauritius and that compa-
nies were using its tax trea-
ty with India to route in-
vestments through shell
companies simply located
in Mauritius but that did
not actually do business
there. The tax authorities
on both sides have over the
years tried to plug these
gaps.

The India-Mauritius
DTAA was signed in 1982
has historically played an
important role in facilitat-
ing investment into India
through Mauritius, Ms. Jee-
tun explained, adding that
it has been pivotal for
Mauritius’ economic part-
nership with India for four
decades.

“The 2016 Protocol in-
troduced source-based tax-
ation of capital gains on
shares acquired on or after
1 April 2017, whereby India
was allowed to impose a
capital gains tax,” she said.
“A change in FDI �ow from
Mauritius to India has since
been observed. Mauritius
moved from being the
leading source of FDI into
India to generally ranking
among the second or third
largest sources.”

Then, in 2024, the
agreement was further
amended to introduce the
Principal Purpose Test
(PPT). This basically said
that, if the principal pur-
pose of setting up a compa-
ny or passing investment
�ows through Mauritius is
to receive tax bene�ts,
then India can refuse to
provide those tax bene�ts.

This amendment was
signed by the previous go-
vernment in Mauritius in
March 2024. However, due
to concerns raised by in-
vestors on both sides, it
was rati�ed by the Mauri-
tian Cabinet of the new go-
vernment only in July
2026. Ms. Jeetun explained
how the Indian tax author-
ities had cooperated with
Mauritius to iron out the
various concerns and
issues.

The amendment still
needs to be noti�ed by
both sides before it can
come into e�ect.

“Since we assumed of-
�ce in November 2024, we
have through diplomatic
channels engaged with the
Indian authorities to bring
certain clarity and restore
the trust and certainty for
investors,” she said.

‘India remains very attractive for global investments’ 
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Jyoti Jeetun 

Market regulator SEBI is re-
viewing the framework for
monitoring and disclosing
utilisation of issue pro-
ceeds to improve timely
disclosures and streamline
the compliance process,
SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kan-
ta Pandey said on
Saturday.

Addressing the Institute
of Directors’ Annual Direc-
tors’ Conclave 2026, Mr.
Pandey said transparency
is not merely about the vol-
ume of information dis-
closed by a company but
about whether the infor-
mation helps investors un-
derstand what matters.

“We are reviewing the
framework for monitoring
and disclosure of utilisa-
tion of issue proceeds,
with the objective of im-
proving timely disclosures
and streamlining the com-
pliance process,” Mr. Pan-
dey said. He said a compa-
ny making a disclosure
does not necessarily mean
it has become transparent.

“True transparency is
not the volume of informa-
tion. It is the quality, timeli-
ness and usefulness of in-
formation,” the SEBI
chairman said.

Mr. Pandey said the reg-
ulator has progressively
strengthened the frame-

work for disclosure of ma-
terial events and informa-
tion, with materiality
thresholds and speci�ed ti-
melines aimed at bringing
greater consistency and ti-
meliness to disclosures.

He also said SEBI pro-
poses to further clarify the
framework governing relat-
ed-party transactions.

“We propose to further
clarify the framework on
related-party transactions,
so that the requirements
are clear and workable for
issuers while retaining the
necessary safeguards for
investors,” Mr. Pandey
said. On regulatory com-
pliance, Mr. Pandey said
good governance also re-
quires regulation to remain
proportionate and avoid
unnecessary duplication.

SEBI is proposing a fra-
mework to avoid duplica-
tion of �nes levied by mul-
tiple exchanges on entities
listed on more than one ex-
change for the same mat-
ter, he added.

‘SEBI reviewing
framework for
disclosure of issue
proceeds utilisation’

Tuhin Kanta Pandey 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI Food regulator FSSAI on

Saturday informed that it
has issued 150 notices to
food companies, including
major brands Nestle India,
PepsiCo and Coca-Cola In-
dia, in recent months over
misleading advertise-
ments, false claims and
non-compliance with la-
belling regulations.

In a social media post,
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) shared an update
on its enforcement action
taken against major brands
in recent months.

"Over 150 notices issued
for misleading advertise-
ments, false claims & la-
belling non-compliances,"
the FSSAI said.

Major brands
The regulator shared the
list of a few major brands
against whom action has
been taken. These include
Nestle India, PepsiCo, Ab-
bott India Ltd., Red Bull In-
dia, Danone India, Mon-
ster Energy India Pvt. Ltd.,
Hell Energy Pvt. Ltd., Mon-
delez India, Coca-Cola In-
dia, Diageo, Pernod Ri-
card, and Kenvue Inc. 

In the past few months,
the FSSAI said it has taken
action against various food
business operators (FBOs)
for serious violations of its
laws and regulations.

FSSAI issues
150 notices to
food �rms over
misleading ads

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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SCIENCE

The narwhal tusk is nature’s sole straight tusk,
and scientists now know how it gets its
left-handed twist. X-ray images of the tusk’s
building blocks, the microscopic collagen �brils,
revealed two layers: the outer layer twists to the
left and the inner layer to the right. The opposing
twists create an internal tension, allowing the
tusk to grow straight and strong. The detail could
help scientists learn how tissues integrate such
patterns to acquire certain mechanical
properties.

Narwhal tusk is unique
thanks to its double twist

Scientists have thought psychedelics
disorganised brain signals. A study has disagreed.
Analysing brain scans of 62 adults, researchers
found psilocybin caused brain activity to align
closer with a person’s environment (e.g. listening
to music), a state they called embeddedness,
which could be why many people feel a sense of
being at one with their surroundings. The
stronger this alignment, the more the person’s
mood improved later, suggesting it is key to
psychedelics’ therapeutic bene�ts.

Psychedelics ‘embed’ people
more in their environs

By crushing diamond samples with shock waves
reaching 1 terapascal, about 10-million-times the
atmospheric pressure, scientists have found that
rather than shift into di�erent crystal structures,
they stay intact before melting into a metallic
liquid. This revealed that as the pressure
increased, diamond’s melting point dropped
slightly. The data can help scientists understand
the interiors of giant planets and re�ne nuclear
fusion setups that use diamond components.

Diamond stays diamond even
at extreme pressure

SNAPSHOTS
�

Why do only humans
look di�erent from each
other? 
— Mahua Ray

Humans are one of the
species whose individual
di�erences are unusually
obvious to humans. We
can be told apart by skin
colour, hair colour, facial
proportions, body shape,
height, and many other
traits. Our brains also excel
at processing faces.
However, we are also very
bad at distinguishing
individuals of species we
don’t interact with. We can
tell two cats apart but not
two sparrows, say. But
sparrows — and birds and
most animals in general —
can recognise individual
members of their own

species, e.g. using
di�erences in plumage or
calls. 
Humans can also learn
how. After years spent
studying chimpanzees,
scientists’ ability to
perceive di�erences
becomes honed to the
di�erences that already
exist between individuals.
The same goes for other
animals. Individual plants
of the same species can
also have di�erent height,
branching patterns, leaf
shapes, colours, etc.
However, plants lack the
evolutionary pressure to
advertise their individual
identities the way social
animals do.

Question Corner

Ones of a kind

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

Researchers say they have
found “compelling evi-
dence” from multiple
sources that microbial life
existed in what is now east-
ern India at least 3.5 billion
years ago. Typically, these
involve �nding fossils or
traces of organic chemicals
but in this case they rely on
converging chemical clues,
according to a paper that
appeared in the peer-re-
viewed Proceedings of the

National Academy of
Sciences.

The source of discovery
is a single carbon-bearing
rock in the Singhbhum
Craton, which is an an-
cient, stable block of conti-
nental crust in eastern In-
dia, spanning parts of
Jharkhand and Odisha. It
has long interested geolo-
gists because it holds some
of the oldest rocks in India,
recording crust that
formed more than 4 billion
years ago.

“To our knowledge,

(this) is the oldest directly
dated rock with a con-
�rmed biosignature,” say
the authors, who include
Trisrota Chaudhuri, of the
Geological Survey of India,
Kolkata, and Mark Harri-
son, of the Department of
Earth, Planetary, and
Space Sciences, University
of California, Los Angeles.

The rock — a “black-and-
white” banded chert from
Bhitardari — pairs a �rm
age with several indepen-
dent chemical and structu-
ral signs that its carbon

was made by living organ-
isms. Chert is a hard, �ne-
grained rock made largely
of silica that can preserve
organic matter for billions
of years, but cannot be dat-
ed directly. So the re-
searchers extracted zir-
cons — hardy crystals that
act like natural clocks as
they trap uranium that de-
cays to lead at a known
rate. Of eight zircons ana-
lysed, four indicated an
age of 3,497 million years.
Because those zircons ap-
pear to be volcanic ash that

settled as the chert
formed, the team took that
to be the rock’s age, too.

They then argued the
carbon was biological. Its
balance of carbon isotopes
matches carbon captured
by living cells. They also
found the material was de-
graded organic matter
rather than later inorganic
contamination. 

Scientists bother with
such questions because
the earth formed about
4.54 billion years ago, so a
3.5-billion-year-old trace of

life comes from only about
a billion years after the pla-
net’s birth and may open
new hypotheses on evolu-
tion. If microbes were al-
ready established, life itself
must have begun earlier
still. That bears on wheth-
er life is a freak accident or
something that emerges
readily on habitable
worlds.

Older claims exist, in-
cluding graphite in 3.7-
to-3.8-billion-year-old
Greenland rocks, but sev-
eral have been disputed. 

‘Indian rock yields oldest directly dated traces of microbial life’
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

O
nce a journal
publishes a re-
search paper,
other research-

ers can keep citing that
work and build on it to pro-
duce more research. So-
metimes, this continues
even after the journal has
retracted the original pap-
er because it contains a
mistake or, as is increasing-
ly the case, it was pro-
duced by fraudulent
means.

So simply withdrawing a
faulty paper does not cor-
rect the research record:
the work based on it also
needs to be checked and, if
necessary, undone.

According to Sabuj Bhat-
tacharyya, an expert on re-
search ethics at the Insti-
tute for Stem-cell Science
and Regenerative Medi-
cine, Bengaluru, retrac-
tions have increased sub-
stantially over the last four
decades. In 2025, his team
analysed data on life-
sciences papers retracted
between 1981 and 2023
and found that the reasons
for retraction included
non-compliance with ethi-
cal standards, plagiarism,
data-related concerns, and
publication misconduct.

In a 2026 study, re-
search scholar P.R. Deva-
nath and associate profes-
sor Rupesh Kumar of
Tumkur University, Karna-
taka, analysed more than
12,000 citations of papers
funded by the Indian go-
vernment and later retract-
ed. They found that 30% of
the citations had been in-
curred after a paper was
retracted. They also identi-
�ed a “cascading retrac-
tion e�ect” in which some

retracted papers conti-
nued to be cited by studies
that were themselves later
retracted. Nearly 64% of
those second-generation
papers were also authored
by the same groups.

Not all post-retraction
citations necessarily en-
dorsed the retracted �nd-
ings, but many also did not
acknowledge the paper’s
retracted status. Some re-
tracted papers also conti-
nued to appear in patents.
Dr. Devanath said one im-
portant reason is a lack of
awareness, particularly
among early-career re-
searchers with limited
training in responsible cita-
tion practices.

Retraction is part of
how science corrects itself
— but the correction often
comes long after a paper
has entered the scienti�c
literature, according to
Partha Pratim Majumder,
former National Science
Chair with the Science and

Engineering Research
Board. By the time a study
is withdrawn, other re-
searchers may have built
on its �ndings. He said
there is no foolproof way
to ensure researchers are
quickly informed when a
paper is retracted.

Bhaskar Mukherjee,
professor and head, De-
partment of Library and
Information Science, Bana-
ras Hindu University, also
said retractions often re-
ceive little institutional at-
tention in India. So jour-
nals rarely notify an
author’s institution while
researchers themselves of-
ten avoid discussing re-
tracted papers.

Gagandeep Kang, ad-
junct professor of micro-
biology at the Christian
Medical College, Vellore,
said better communication
alone is not enough. The
more important question
is whether the scienti�c
system learns from each

retraction. A reactive sys-
tem, she says, removes a
problem paper but does lit-
tle to understand why it
passed scienti�c scrutiny
in the �rst place.

She added that a stron-
ger research integrity sys-
tem would identify wheth-
er the problem was fraud,
an honest error or failure
of replication — and use
those lessons to make peer
review, data-sharing prac-
tices, and institutional ac-
countability better.

Mr. Devanath and Prof.
Kumar also recommended
dedicated research sup-
port o�ces, checks for re-
tracted references during
peer review, and regular
training in responsible re-
search practices.

That said, ever-stronger
research practices may not
resolve the problem. Achal
Agrawal, founder of the in-
dependent research-inte-
grity e�ort India Research
Watch, said that as AI sys-

tems increasingly draw on
published research, re-
tracted studies may conti-
nue to in�uence AI-gener-
ated responses unless
those models are also up-
dated to �ag retracted
papers.

Scholars agree that the
way retractions happen at
present also raises thorny
challenges to preserving
the integrity of the scientif-
ic record.

In fact, Dr. Majumder
said when a retraction can
be said to have achieved its
purpose is itself “very di�-
cult” to determine. A re-
traction is meant to inform
other scientists that the da-
ta and inferences reported
in a study are incorrect.
Because that information
spreads slowly, he said he
believes a retraction will
have broadly achieved its
purpose when about 90%
of researchers in that �eld
are aware of it, although
complete awareness is im-
possible to ensure.

“When errors in science
are inadvertent, the errors
get corrected when the ex-
periment is repeated by
the scientist who commit-
ted the error or by another
scientist. Thereafter, the
erroneous results of the ex-
periment do not in�uence
scienti�c practice,” Dr. Ma-
jumder said. That process,
however, may never occur
in every case. According to
Dr. Majumder, no scientist
may be willing to study the
same problem addressed
in a retracted paper and
generate correct data and
inferences. “Therefore,”
he added, “the scienti�c
record may never be
corrected.”
(Rohan Singh is an indepen-
dent science journalist in
Lucknow)

Retractions alone do not
protect India’s scienti�c record

Rohan Singh
LUCKNOW

Scholars agree that the way retractions happen at present raise thorny challenges to preserving the integrity of the

scienti�c record; experts said when a retraction can be said to have achieved its purpose is itself ‘very di�cult’ to say

Every morning, many of us
drink one or two cups of
co�ee and feel good, re-
freshed, and ready for the
day. Some of us drink one
or two more cups at work
before lunchtime. Some
use pure co�ee while oth-
ers add chicory to it. We
prepare the powder using
a �lter, add milk and sugar,
and take a swig.

While many Indians
have a fondness for co�ee,
almost everyone in the U.S.
and Europe drinks co�ee,
and more of it, every day.

Now, what are the ef-
fects of drinking co�ee?
How many cups per day?
Should it be black co�ee or
can it include milk and su-

gar? And how does this af-
fect our health? These are
some questions that have
been on our minds — and
for which research has of-
fered contradictory answ-
ers in the past. Fortunately,
a new publication, titled
‘Ca�eine and Cardiovascu-
lar Disease: A Scienti�c
Statement from the Ameri-
can Heart Association’,
may clear some doubts.
The authors of the state-
ment analysed several stu-
dies that examined the ef-
fects of ca�eine, the active
molecule in co�ee that
stimulates the brain and
the central nervous system
and encourages the body
to produce and use more
energy.

The statement reported
that moderate ca�eine in-
take, especially through
co�ee, may lower the risks
of type-2 diabetes, stroke,
heart failure, and atrial �-
brillation. However, high

doses, especially from
energy drinks, may harm
cardiovascular health, and
un�ltered co�ee can also
raise LDL cholesterol
levels.

Data from the Nurses’
Health Study at the Har-
vard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health and Harvard
Medical School and an ana-
lysis of 3 lakh people from
the U.K. Biobank and
Health Canada have indi-

cated that drinking four
cups a day may lower the
risk of developing cancer,
type-2 diabetes, heart dis-
eases, and age-related dis-
orders like dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease. Ho-
wever, analyses also sug-
gest that it would be pru-
dent for pregnant and
lactating women to limit
their co�ee intake to three
cups a day.

Drinking hot black cof-

fee is recommended, with
little or no additives like su-
gar or milk. However, a
group from Copenhagen,
Denmark, pointed out in
the Journal of Agricultural
and Food Science in 2023
that adding milk to black
co�ee can be good, as milk
contains antioxidants,
minerals, and vitamins and
allays the bitter taste.

Many people in South
India prefer to have pure
co�ee, i.e. with no addi-
tives like chicory, which
comes from a perennial
herbal plant with coloured
�owers. This herb contains
no ca�eine but a polysac-
charide called inulin,
which supports digestion
and can help control blood
sugar.

The bene�ts of a co�ee
and chicory blend and
their implications for nutri-
tion and health implica-
tions were discussed in a
recent review paper by a

group led by Pushpa S.
Murthy at the Central Food
Technology and Research
Institute, Mysuru, pu-
blished in the Journal of
Food Science and Technolo-
gy. Chicory contains sever-
al compounds that help
protect the liver from in-
�ammation, shield the sto-
mach from damage, and
may help defend against
cancer. Adding chicory to
co�ee also improves cof-
fee’s fragrance and taste.

The optimal blend of
co�ee and chicory was sug-
gested to be 70:30 or
60:40, co�ee to chicory, to
strike a balance between
taste and bene�ts. In fact,
most co�ee sellers across
India have these ratios, un-
less of course, a customer
asks for ‘pure’ co�ee. This
writer himself used to pref-
er pure co�ee until he read
the review article by the
Mysuru group!

dbala@lvpei.org

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE

D. Balasubramanian

New studies pursue ‘perfect’ blend for co�ee and health

While many Indians have a fondness for co�ee, almost everyone in

the U.S. and Europe drinks it every day. MIKE KENNEALLY
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FAQ

The story so far: 

O
n August 18, OpenAI launched a version
of ChatGPT for teenagers. The company
said ChatGPT for Teens will have

stronger protections, including restrictions on
content related to self-harm, suicide, and sexual
content. The launch comes amid claims that AI
chatbots have contributed to deaths by suicide
among the youth and caused other mental
health problems.

What are the key features of ChatGPT for
Teens?
ChatGPT for Teens, designed for 13- to
17-year-olds, has features such as parental
controls, quiet hours, a study mode, and
noti�cations for situations that require
real-world interventions. Most of these
safeguards were already present in accounts for
minors. Apart from those who identify
themselves as minors, OpenAI has said that it
will also automatically place users who its
system determines to be below the age of 17
under ChatGPT for Teens. The company says it
is guided by a commitment to treat teens as
teens, and to encourage real-world support.

Apart from restrictions on content related to
self-harm, violence, eating disorders, dangerous
activities, and explicit sexual or graphic
material, it also places emphasis on helping
teens study, rather than providing answers.

Can ChatGPT for
Teens be used
for learning?
As the �rst
generation of
children and
teens grows up
with AI, an
increasing
number of them
uses the tool for

learning. ChatGPT for Teens promises to
support students working on their lessons. For
example, a teen attempting to solve a
mathematical equation will not be directly given
the answer; instead, the chatbot will go over the
equation step-by-step, ask questions, and give
hints for solutions.

The study mode, built with inputs from
teachers, scientists, and other experts, will use
this detailed approach to arrive at answers.
Parents and teens can even set speci�c timings
for it to be enabled by default.

What other guardrails are present?
The company says ChatGPT for Teens will
“reduce exposure to harmful content while
preserving the ability to learn, create, and
explore”. The accounts of parents and teens can
be linked, and parents can receive noti�cations
in certain high-risk situations. This will alert
them if something may be seriously wrong. The
alerts will be monitored by human moderators. 

OpenAI will also provide options such as quiet
hours that regulate when ChatGPT can’t be
used, turning o� memory so it doesn’t save and
use chats while responding, and removing
options for image generation.

For teens, the chatbot will o�er periodic
reminders to take breaks from using ChatGPT
and caution them against uploading sensitive
images. It will also provide the option of
switching o� voice mode to minimise the ability
of the chatbot to appear like a person.

“ChatGPT should not use romantic language,
encourage emotional dependence, or imply that
it has feelings or consciousness,” OpenAI said.

However, the e�ectiveness of these safeguards
remains to be seen. Experts have reservations
on whether these actions will be enough to
address the dependence of users on chatbots.

Why is this needed?
Concerns over the unchecked use of AI chatbots
have been mounting for a while now. There have
been several news reports of teens and adults
using chatbots for advice on self-harm and/or
in�icting violence on others. Several families,
including the parents of 16-year-old Adam Raine,
who died by suicide last year, have sued OpenAI
saying it has contributed to deaths. 

There have also been growing concerns about
learning losses due to the use of these chatbots.
Various studies have highlighted the harm that
chatbots cause to critical-thinking skills. Among
teens, this can cause lasting damage.

The ability of chatbots to mimic human
characteristics and emotions has also led to
several users forming relationships with them.
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman has spoken about how
several people, particularly the youth, have an
“emotional over-reliance” on ChatGPT.

Governments are also facing pressure to
regulate the use of AI chatbots. The U.S. Federal
Trade Commission is examining the negative
impacts of AI chatbots acting as companions,
particularly on children and teens. The U.K. is
considering restricting the use of AI chatbots for
users under 18. India does not have stand-alone
legislation regulating how children use AI
chatbots.

Those in distress or having suicidal thoughts are encouraged to

seek help and counselling by calling iCALL

91529 87821

What does
ChatGPT for
Teens entail?
Why did OpenAI launch this? What are

its features? What restrictions does it

have? Can it be used for learning? 

Apart from restrictions
on content related to
self-harm, violence,
eating disorders, and
sexual or graphic
material, it also places
emphasis on helping
teens study, rather than
providing answers

Abhinaya K.
The story so far:

L
ast week, the U.S. accused India of
violating what it considers fair trade
practices. The White House published
a report titled ‘The Great

Transhipment Scam’ in which it accused about
40 countries, including India, of helping China
evade U.S. tari�s. 

What is the Great Transhipment Scam?
Over the last nearly three decades, the U.S. and
Chinese economies have become deeply
intertwined, with the U.S. increasingly relying
on China to be its manufacturing hub, and China
relying on the U.S. as its market and for
investments. This is a somewhat simplistic
assessment of their engagement, but it is also
the most relevant for the current context. 

This relationship has resulted in the U.S.
running huge trade de�cits with China. That is,
importing much more from the country than it
exports to it. U.S. President Donald Trump has
for long spoken about his concerns with vast
trade de�cits; it is primarily why he insisted on
levying tari�s on U.S. trade partners during his
second term. 

However, China began facing such actions
during Mr. Trump’s �rst term itself. In 2018, the
U.S. imposed tari�s ranging from 7.5% to 100%
on goods from China such as electric vehicles,
semiconductors, and medical products under
Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974, for unfair
trade and tech practices. As per the White

House report, this resulted in a shrinking of the
U.S.’s trade de�cit with China in 2019 and 2020.

On July 24, 2026, the U.S. added a further
12.5% tari� for gaps in forced-labour compliance
and the lack of comprehensive legal import
prohibitions. 

According to the report, since 2018, Chinese
exporters have increasingly been routing goods
through third countries to evade tari�s.
“Products that previously moved directly from
China to the United States were shipped through
jurisdictions where limited assembly, �nishing,
repackaging, relabeling, or documentation
changes could create the appearance of a
di�erent national origin,” the report stated.

What is India’s involvement?
The White House has identi�ed more than 40
countries associated with “elevated illegal
transshipment risk”, with India among the top
“enablers” of China’s evasion of tari�s. The
other countries/regions named as the top
enablers are Mexico, Canada, the European
Union, Japan, and South Korea.

The U.S. has alleged that these countries are
importing Chinese goods, modifying them
marginally, and exporting them to the U.S. at
tari�s below what these goods would have faced
had they directly been exported from China.
This, the report said, has led to signi�cant
revenue loss for the U.S. government. 

“The O�ce of Trade and Economic Analysis
estimates that approximately $67 billion in
U.S.-bound goods were transshipped from China
through the top hubs — Mexico, India, and
Vietnam — in 2025, producing an estimated $28
billion in lost tari� revenue,” the report said.

As an example, the report mentioned the
Pune-Gujarat-Chennai production belt, saying
that the region “absorbs” pumps and
compressors from China, thereby a�ecting
industrial supply chains in Cincinnati, Dayton,
and Columbus in the U.S.

What does this mean for the U.S.?
Broadly, the report’s �ndings suggest that the
U.S.’s tari� policy has failed to reduce U.S.
imports and increase domestic production.
While U.S. imports from China fell from $525.8
billion in 2017 to $327.5 billion in 2025, total U.S.
imports from all countries rose sharply from
$2.41 trillion to $3.50 trillion. In short, the U.S.
replaced many Chinese �nished goods with
imports from other countries rather than with
domestically produced goods. 

As Ajay Srivastava, founder of the think tank

Global Trade Research Initiative, said, “Mr.
Trump’s tari�s changed the source of imports
but failed to reduce America’s overall
dependence on imported goods”.

What are the implications for India?
This is yet another way that the U.S. is �nding
fault with India’s trade policies. During his �rst
term, Mr. Trump found fault with India’s tari�s
on luxury motorcycles, after which India
reduced them. 

Last year, he blamed India for �nancing
Russia’s war with Ukraine by importing Russian
oil; his government hiked tari�s on imports from
India to 50% as a penalty. 

More recently, the U.S. Senate passed a Bill
with Mr. Trump’s backing that would result in
tari�s of up to 100% being levied on India for its
Russian oil imports. The Bill is waiting to be
introduced and passed in the House of
Representatives.

Apart from this, the U.S. has also imposed a
10% tari� on imports from India as a penalty for
not doing enough to curb the import of goods
made using forced labour. Another investigation
on excess capacity is ongoing, which could
potentially see tari�s being hiked even further.

The latest allegations that India is helping
China evade tari�s are not accompanied by
penal actions yet, but that possibility remains.
Mr. Trump could decide to impose further tari�s
on countries he deems are helping China in this
regard. 

How could India’s economy be impacted?
For India, any penal action would be a blow to
its growth story. Over the last few years, rather
than predominantly importing Chinese �nished
goods, India has been importing raw materials
and intermediate goods, using them to
manufacture �nished goods within the country,
and then exporting them. 

For example, electronic components made up
3.3% of India’s imports from China in the �rst
quarter of 2015-16. This has grown to nearly 13%
as of the �rst quarter of 2026-27. Several other
goods used in manufacturing in India, such as
electric machinery, chemicals, plastics, have
seen their shares rise over the same period.

On the other hand, the share of �nished
goods such as telecom instruments have fallen
from about 18% to 11% over the same period of
time. Similarly, the share of manufactured
fertilizers have fallen from about 7.5% in 2015 to
less than 1% in 2026. The share of consumer
electronics in imports from China have halved
over the same period. 

The ‘Make in India, For the World’ story still
relies heavily on inputs from China. If India is
forced to curb those imports, its manufacturing
costs will rise, making Indian products less
competitive globally.

What are the U.S.’s latest allegations against India? 

The U.S. has
alleged that
more than
40 countries
ore regions
are
importing
Chinese
goods,
modifying
them, and
exporting
them to the
U.S. at tari�s
below what
they would
have faced
had they
directly been
exported
from China

Why has the U.S. accused India of violating what it considers fair trade practices? How many

countries have been named in The Great Transhipment Scam? What do these allegations mean

for India? Can they impact India’s growth story?

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping during a state

dinner at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. AP

The story so far:

U
.S. President Donald Trump posted on
his social media platform, Truth
Social, that India’s Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar had

asked his administration how elections are held
in the U.S. without a valid photo identity card.
He also pointed out that just 1% of India’s 64.64
crore electors who voted in the last general
elections voted by mail (unlike the large number
who do so in the U.S.) Mr. Trump reiterated his
demand that Congress pass the Safeguard
American Voter Eligibility (SAVE America) Act,
which would require documentary proof of
citizenship to register to vote in federal elections
and a photo ID to cast a ballot, among other
restrictions. 

How are elections conducted in the U.S. and
how do they di�er from elections in India?
Article I, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution (the
Elections Clause) empowers the State
legislatures to determine the “times, places, and
manner” of federal elections even as it allows
Congress to alter or make such regulations.
There is no national election authority like the
Election Commission of India. There is the
Federal Election Commission, but it is only
empowered to regulate campaign �nance as
registration, balloting, and counting are done by

the States’ county and municipal jurisdictions.
This is due to the strongly federal nature of the
U.S., unlike India’s quasi-federal system. 

The U.S. Congress also passed the National
Voter Registration Act, 1993, which required
States to o�er voter registration at motor vehicle
and public assistance o�ces, and the Help
America Vote Act, 2002, which provided
funding for States to buy new voting machines
and called for State-wide elector databases. 

Voter eligibility in the U.S. is therefore a State
concern, and registration is elector-initiated.
While documentary proof of citizenship is not
demanded, a potential elector has to a�rm
citizenship under penalty of perjury on the
registration form. Thirty-six States ask for some
form of identi�cation at the polling place and 23
ask for a photo ID. 

This is unlike India, where electoral rolls are
compiled in each State via house-to-house
enumeration conducted by the ECI, which has
superintendence over the whole process of
registration. Eligible electors are then issued the
Electoral Photo Identity Card (EPIC), though
other documents, including Aadhaar, can be
used as identi�cation at the booth as well. 

Is non-citizen voting a real problem in the
U.S. as Mr. Trump has made it out to be?
Independent studies have found that almost all
non-citizen registrations in the U.S. are
accidental and only a small proportion of them
votes. The Trump administration’s claims have
not survived scrutiny. The New York Times
reported that after announcing in July that it had
identi�ed 2,78,000 non-citizens on the rolls of
four States, including 15,903 in Nevada, the
Department of Homeland Security told Nevada’s
election administrators this month that it had
identi�ed just 185 potential non-citizens so far. It
described the earlier �gure as a “ceiling” and
shared a list without names. 

Surveys show that a large majority of the
electorate supports the requirement of photo
identi�cation at the polls. Yet, even this is short
of the more onerous requirement of proving
citizenship at the point of registration, which is
what the SAVE America Act requires. 

What is the SAVE America Act, and why is it
opposed by Democrats and others?
The SAVE America Act was passed by the U.S.

House of Representatives in February along
party lines, with Republicans outnumbering
Democrats. It requires every new registering
elector or an existing elector who wants to
update his/her record to produce a passport, or
a birth certi�cate, or naturalisation papers along
with a government photo ID. Mail-in voters — a
widely used option in the U.S. — have to enclose
a copy of their photo ID. States will then run
names on electoral rolls through the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security and the latter
could �ag non-citizens for removal. Election
o�cials who register people who lack the
documents can face up to �ve years in prison. 

The Bipartisan Policy Center in the U.S.
estimates that over 20 million eligible American
citizens do not have ready access to a passport
or a birth certi�cate. Newly registering young
adults have also faced problems producing these
documents. These concerns have led the
Democratic Party to oppose the SAVE America
Act, which has stalled in the Senate.

Is India’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
process delivering the “pure” rolls that the
ECI promises?
The SIR, launched by the ECI to “purify” the
electoral rolls, uses a peculiar methodology in
which electors must self-enumerate on forms
distributed door-to-door by the ECI before being
included in the draft roll. After scrutiny by
election o�cials, who will compare the forms
with the previous SIR conducted more than two
decades ago in the States, the draft rolls will be
updated (the corrections and clari�cations
phase) before new SIR rolls are released. 

The three phases of the SIR conducted by the
ECI have been beset by anomalies in each State.
By phase 2 of the SIR, for instance, more than 7
crore names were deleted during the process.
The issues with the SIR are re�ected in the
drastic fall in gender ratio in the new rolls across
most States. In West Bengal, in particular, an
analysis published in The Hindu showed that
there has been a religious skew in the deletions
as well, which mattered in the way the election
results panned out in the State. Despite these
in�rmities and anomalies, the Supreme Court
held that the exercise was well within the ECI’s
statutory mandate. 

The SIR in India has shifted the onus of
verifying voter eligibility onto electors, unlike
the earlier process in which election o�cials
prepared the rolls by identifying and enrolling
eligible citizens through house-to-house surveys.
Opponents of the SAVE America Act have raised
a similar concern about the Trump
administration-backed legislation. 

What did Trump say about India’s voting system?

The
Bipartisan
Policy Center
in the U.S.
estimates that
over 20
million
eligible
American
citizens do
not have
ready access
to a passport
or a birth
certi�cate.
Newly
registering
young adults
have also
faced
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producing
these
documents

Why is the President pushing for stricter voter ID rules in the U.S.? How are elections conducted in

the U.S. and how are they di�erent from those in India? What is the SAVE America Act? What do

Americans think about the requirement of a photo ID?

Srinivasan Ramani

Attendees hold signs advocating for voting rights and against the SAVE

America Act at a rally outside the U.S. Capitol in March in Washington, DC. AFP
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I
n 1961, General Ayub Khan’s
military government of Pakistan
wanted to further entrench its
control over East Pakistan and

made the celebration of Rabindranath
Tagore’s birth centenary illegal. The
crackdown had an opposite outcome
as colleges and universities in East
Pakistan erupted. The protests shaped
a generation of leaders who would
take important positions subsequently
as Bangladesh became a free country a
decade later. Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, the new President of
Bangladesh, graduated from Dhaka
University during those early years
when agitational politics energised the
demand for a new country.

There are many legends about Mr.
Alamgir, one of which is that he is a
master of marathon meetings,
sustained simply by cups of tea. The
late Khaleda Zia was also known for
her energy and her tireless
engagement with the cadre of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).
But the only other person who used to
spend longer hours at the BNP
Chairperson’s o�ce in Dhaka’s
Gulshan was Mr. Alamgir. In 2015, one
night, Begum Zia, on hearing that Mr.
Alamgir was leaving the o�ce at 2 a.m.,
chided him for working so late, as the
Sheikh Hasina government had
tightened political space and BNP
leaders were under pressure. “They
can detain you for plotting protests in
the city if they �nd you without
adequate party workers around,”
Begum Zia told him. 

Among his friends and colleagues,
President Alamgir is known for his
personal bravery and integrity. G.M.
Quader, younger brother of late
President Gen. Ershad, who has
known Mr. Alamgir for more than 50
years, says: “Sacri�cing self-interest is
rare in politics but Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir has sacri�ced a lot for the BNP
at a time when the party was under
tremendous pressure. It was he who
kept the party alive on the ground as
Tarique Rahman lived in the U.K.”

The period following the end of the
last BNP government in 2006 was not

easy for the party or its cadre and
o�cials. After the interim government,
Ms. Hasina took charge in 2009,
beginning an era in which the BNP
remained under sustained pressure.
During this period, it was Mr. Alamgir,
the party’s general secretary, who
handled much of its political work. His
emergence as President of Bangladesh
marks the high point of a political
career that has seen many of the highs
and lows of Bangladesh’s political
history.

Starting as a student activist in East
Pakistan, Mr. Alamgir was initially
associated with the leftist student
movement that opposed Gen. Ayub
Khan’s dictatorship. He was sent to
study economics in Dhaka University
where he joined the East Pakistan
Students Union, the student wing of
the Communist Party of Bangladesh. 

His father, Mirza Ruhul Amin, had
tried his luck with mainstream
Pakistani politics and was elected to
the provincial assembly.

By the end of the 1960s, with the
political breakdown inside Pakistan,
Mirza Ruhul Amin’s career came to a
standstill and he joined a peace
committee in Thakurgaon to preserve
local peace and amity as the Pakistan
military attacked commoners.
Eventually he too had to take refuge in
India like many others because of the
atrocities by the Pakistani forces. 

During the 1971 war, Mr. Alamgir left
Dhaka and went to Thakurgaon, and
organised local resistance against
Pakistani police and military forces.
Decades later, in 2018, in a video
message against the Hasina-led
government, Mr. Alamgir said he too
had fought against the Pakistani forces
like millions of other youngsters of
Bangladesh.

Beginning of political career
Mr. Alamgir’s active political career
formally began when Gen. Ziaur
Rahman took charge after the
November 7, 1975 military uprising in
Dhaka. Later, several leftist and
socialist leaders joined Ziaur Rahman’s
political party, the BNP, and Mr.
Alamgir was one of them. His �rst
experience of working for a BNP

government came in 1979, when he
served as secretary to Deputy Prime
Minister S.A. Bari. He returned to
teaching after the overthrow of the
BNP government following the
assassination of Ziaur Rahman in 1981.

During the next eight years, he
taught economics in Dhaka and
nurturing his links with the BNP that
was being revived by Khaleda Zia. His
father had reinvented his political
career at this time and served as a
Minister in the government of Hossein
Mohammed Ershad. Mr. Alamgir left
the government job towards the end of
the 1980s when he won the
chairmanship of the municipality of

Thakurgaon in 1988 as an
Independent. He revived his links with
the BNP once again in 1992 when
Khaleda Zia was serving as PM.

He became a state Minister for
agriculture in 2001 when Khaleda Zia
became PM once again. He
subsequently handled civil aviation
and tourism as well. Mr. Alamgir came
into national limelight during the
di�cult years of the BNP when
Khaleda Zia was out of power and later
in prison, and Tarique Rahman was
forced into exile in the U.K. It was
during this period, when Sheikh
Hasina steered Bangladesh from 2009
onwards, that Mr. Alamgir took on

much of the party’s responsibility. 
In an interview with The Hindu in

February this year, Mr. Alamgir, who
was then in charge of the Ministry of
Local Governance, Rural Development
and Cooperatives, described the
period under Ms. Hasina as “very
di�cult”. “It was di�cult for us
personally but it was more di�cult for
our families as many of our party
workers and leaders were jailed on
multiple occasions during the Hasina
years.” On October 28, 2023, the BNP
had given a call for a major rally in
Dhaka that rattled the Hasina
government. To scuttle the rally, the
Awami League government detained
him. The BNP boycotted the January
2024 election claiming that the
government had rigged the polls and
contesting in such circumstances was
pointless. Following the overthrow of
Ms. Hasina on August 5, 2024, Mr.
Alamgir provided the BNP with the
leadership it needed and took part in
dialogues with the interim government
aimed at stabilising the country.

The Hasina factor 
Mr. Alamgir believes New Delhi should
hand over Ms. Hasina to Dhaka. “We
believe Hasina has really committed
serious human rights violations. There
is a popular demand to punish her and
we believe that India should hand her
over to us. But not handing over
Sheikh Hasina to Bangladesh will not
be a deterrent to build trade and
commercial ties. We want to build
even better ties,” said Mr. Alamgir in
February 2026. 

G.M. Quader described Mr. Alamgir
as a pragmatist who wants to build
relations with important stakeholders
such as India, and said the biggest test
before him as the President of
Bangladesh will be whether he can
bring his pragmatic approach into
politics and administration.
“Bangladesh’s politics needs to be
more inclusive as we need to discuss
all challenges before the country in a
transparent manner. Hopefully, as
President of the country, Mirza
Fakhrul will be able to convince the
government of Bangladesh to be just
that,” Mr. Quader told The Hindu.

The man who steadied the ship 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

The former BNP general secretary who steered the party through the di�cult years of the Hasina government, when Khaleda Zia was in jail and Tarique Rahman 
was in exile in the U.K., has been elected President of Bangladesh 
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S
ome in Iran call him
the “eternal candi-
date”. Maj. Gen.

Mohsen Rezaee, now 71,
ran for President of Iran
three times — 2009, 2013
and 2021. The former com-
mander of the Islamic Re-
volutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) has always re-
mained an institutional in-
sider and an ideologically
committed apparatchik of
the Islamic Republic, but,
despite repeated attempts,
he never managed to se-
cure a position at the heart
of Iran’s strategic decision
making apparatus. The
war the U.S. and Israel
launched against Iran on
February 28, 2026
changed that. Mr. Rezaee is
now one of the most im-
portant decision makers in
war-hit Iran and a close
con�dant of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei.

In March, when Mojtaba
was appointed the Su-
preme Leader after the as-
sassination of his father
and predecessor Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, Mr. Rezaee
was picked as the military
adviser of the new leader.
The country was under at-
tack. A host of senior lead-
ers were killed in the initial
phase of the war — from Ali
Khamenei to Ali Larijani,
who was the Secretary of
the Supreme National Se-
curity Council. Initially
Mojtaba opted for replace-
ments for the assassinated
leaders and allowed the

system to function without
any major shake-up. But
earlier this month, he
made a host of changes in
the government by ap-
pointing his loyal suppor-
ters to key posts.

Ali Abdollahi was
named the chief of sta� of
the armed forces; Ahmad
Vahidi, the IRGC comman-
der, was promoted to the
rank of Major General; Ali
Azmaei became comman-
der of the IRGC Navy and
Hossein Taeb was appoint-
ed commander of the para-
military Basij. But the most
signi�cant elevation was
that of Mr. Rezaee. He re-
placed Mohammed Bagher
Zolqadr as secretary of the
Security Council. Mojta-
ba’s o�ce has also issued a
special decree naming him
as the representative of the
Supreme Leader on the
Council, which is today the
most important wartime
decision-making body on
strategic matters.

Born in 1954, Mohsen
Rezaee grew up in the
Shah’s Iran. In the early
1970s, he became active in
anti-monarchy protests,
and the Shah’s infamous

secret police, SAVAK, ar-
rested him in 1973. He later
joined the Islamist guerril-
la group Mansouroun (The
Victors), whose members
�lled the ranks of the IRGC
after the Shah’s regime fell
n 1979. Mr. Rezaee, then 25
years old, sat on the 12-
member committee that
drafted the IRGC’s found-
ing charter. In 1981, a year
after Saddam Hussein in-
vaded Iran, Mr. Rezaee was
appointed the comman-
der-in-chief of the IRGC, a
post he held for 16 years.

Principalist faction 
A PhD in economics (his
thesis was on the theory of
money, credit and general
balance), Mr. Rezaee co-
founded the Imam Hossein
University in Tehran. He
had also served as the se-
cretary of the Expediency
Discernment Council, a
constitutional body tasked
with resolving di�erences
between the Guardian
Council and the legisla-
ture. 

Mr. Rezaee has long be-
longed to the “principalist”
faction of Iran’s political
class — the group broadly

called conservatives. In
2002, when reformist Mo-
hammad Khatami was the
President, Mr. Rezaee
launched a news site Baz-
tab as a conservative plat-
form to counter the refor-
mist agenda.

The 2026 war elevated
his position among the top
echelons of the Islamic Re-
public as Mojtaba turned
to his hardline loyalists to
run the security apparatus.
Mr. Rezaee’s views about
the war, Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme or its control of
the Strait of Hormuz are
hardly a secret. 

In July, he said the con-
trol of the Strait, a critical
waterway connecting the
Persian Gulf with the Gulf
of Oman, was “more im-
portant than dozens of
atomic bombs”. In an in-
terview with CNN in June,
he said the “ball is in
Trump’s court”, referring
to Iran’s demand to release
roughly $24 billion of fro-
zen assets. According to
him, U.S. President Donald
Trump cannot be trusted
in negotiations. He said
Iran was prepared for any
U.S. ground invasion,
which would be “great for
us”. Uranium enrichment,
he once stated, is “an in-
violable right” of the Islam-
ic Republic.

The hardline insider is
today a central �gure in
Iran’s wartime leadership.
By elevating Mr. Rezaee to
secretary of the Security
Council, Mojtaba Khame-
nei is sending a message
that is lost on no one. 

The Islamic apparatchik
Mohsen Rezaee

A former IRGC commander and a close con�dant of the Supreme Leader, the General has been

appointed Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council 
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ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

O
n August 18, 2026,
an unknown pro-
jectile hit the Libe-

ria-�agged bulk carrier Mi-
noan Dignity while it was
exiting the Strait of Hor-
muz, killing the ship’s chief
engineer.

Before the news broke,
a 72-word alert had in-
formed seafarers and mari-
time observers about the
attack. It read, “UKMTO
has received a report of an
incident in the Strait of
Hormuz. The Company Se-
curity O�cer has reported
that the vessel was struck
by an unknown projectile
while conducting an out-
bound transit of the Strait
of Hormuz. The impact
caused damage to the en-
gine room and resulted in a
crew casualty. The remain-
ing crew are currently be-
ing assisted by the Omani
Coast Guard. At present,
no environmental impact
has been reported.”

For 25 years now, the
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations (UKM-
TO) has been providing
seafarers, shipping compa-
nies and authorities “es-
sential, veri�ed and cor-
roborated security
information”. According to
its website, it is a “trusted
authority in the maritime
security sector, helping
protect crucial trade
routes”. Always working in
the background, the West
Asia war and Iran’s stran-
glehold over the Strait of
Hormuz in the Persian

Gulf, and the threat posed
by the Houthis at the Bab
el-Mandeb in southern Red
Sea, have put this under-
the-radar organisation in
the spotlight.

Maritime security 
The UKMTO is a British
Royal Navy-sponsored or-
ganisation that was formed
in 2001 with an o�ce in
Dubai to handle distress
calls during piracy threats,
particularly near Somalia.
In 2014, it was moved to
Portsmouth in the U.K. The
‘UK National Strategy for
Maritime Security’, pre-
sented in the British Parlia-
ment in 2014, outlines the
U.K.’s broad-based think-
ing on maritime strategy of
which the UKMTO is a
part. The document said
how “every aspect of our
national life” is connected
to the wider world and
“most of these connec-
tions are provided by the
sea”. Hence, it was seen as
an imperative to “organise
and use our current na-
tional capabilities to identi-
fy, assess and address mar-
itime security issues at
home and overseas”.

For its scale of opera-
tions, the UKMTO is a lean
organisation with a team of
15 civilian ‘watch-keepers’
and three managers. The
team, which works in
shifts, takes calls from ship
masters irrespective of
their nationalities and
coordinates rescue res-
ponses and issues warn-
ings and advisories.

The UKMTO works in
West Asia and the Indian
Ocean Region through an
information framework
agreement and operates a
“Voluntary Reporting
Scheme within the Volun-
tary Reporting Area (VRA)”
outlined in a maritime se-
curity chart, according to
its website. This zone
stretches to almost 2.5 mil-
lion sq. miles of the ocean
and includes the Red Sea,
Arabian Sea, a majority of
the northwestern Indian
Ocean, Gulf of Aden, Gulf
of Oman, and Persian Gulf.

The UKMTO has three
24/7 phone lines and an e-
mail to report emergencies
or incidents. Ship masters
are requested to �le multi-
ple reports — an initial re-
port when entering the

VRA, a daily report while
transiting the area, and a �-
nal report after exiting the
VRA or reaching a port.
Following an incident, the
UKMTO says that a “de-
tailed After Action Report”
is submitted.

In June, while reporting
on a U.S. attack on a ship in
which three Indians were
killed o� Oman, The Hindu
had called one of the num-
bers and sent an email.
While the response was
prompt, the sta� refused
to divulge any information
about the attack. 

Though initially set up
to �ght piracy and serve
British interests, the UKM-
TO assumed greater signi�-
cance in November 2023
when Houthis started at-
tacking commercial ships
it claimed were linked to Is-
rael or its allies in the Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden.
Between October and De-
cember 2023, after the Ha-
mas attack on Israel and
the beginning of the Israeli
o�ensive, the UKMTO “put
out 71 warnings and advi-
sories, took part in 40 exer-
cises and drills, handled 27
emergency events,” ac-
cording to the BBC. 

Today, the UKMTO has
positioned itself as the
primary point of contact
for commercial vessels
with military forces in the
region. The reporting sys-
tem aims to, in the UKM-
TO’s words, “increase se-
curity and provide
anti-piracy support to
maintain the freedom of
navigation to all vessels”. 

Eyes on the seas 
UKMTO

What was established to help combat piracy has now emerged as a primary source of information

for vessels on the dangers lurking at sea 

Debayan Tewari
UKMTO

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0
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Russian drone and missile
strikes killed at least seven
persons in Ukraine, o�-
cials said on Saturday,
while a Ukrainian drone at-
tack on Russia’s Krasnodar
region killed three persons
there.

The attacks came a day
after a Russian strike on a
Ukrainian shopping centre
killed at least 16 people and
wounded some 130.

Moscow’s forces have
recently intensi�ed their
ballistic missile attacks on
Kyiv, exploiting Ukraine’s
chronic shortage of U.S.-
made Patriot air defence
interceptors, the sole wea-
pon in its arsenal able to
shoot down the missiles.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said
that one person was killed
and another wounded in

the latest attacks when bal-
listic missiles hit railway in-
frastructure in the capital,
Kyiv, overnight.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said that its forces had
hit a locomotive depot.

Russian drone strikes al-
so killed one person over-
night in the Zaporizhzhia
region, local o�cials said
on Saturday, and a daytime
attack killed three others

and wounded 15. Mr. Ze-
lenskyy said that three per-
sons were also wounded in
an attack on a minibus in
the regional capital, also
called Zaporizhzhia.

In Russia’s southern
Krasnodar region, authori-
ties said that three people,
including two children,
were killed and two adults
were wounded in a Ukrai-
nian drone strike.

Russian and Ukrainian 
strikes kill at least 10 people

Rescuers with a dog work at a site of a shopping centre destroyed in

Friday’s Russian drone attack in Kryvyi Rih, on Saturday. REUTERS

Associated Press
KYIV

The sister of jailed former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Saturday
�led a petition in the Su-
preme Court, accusing the
government and senior of-
�cials of violating the top
court’s order to shift him to
a private hospital for medi-
cal examination and
treatment.

Uzma Khan has sought
contempt proceedings al-
leging wilful violation of
the Supreme Court’s Au-
gust 18 order.

The Supreme Court had

directed authorities to shift
73-year-old Khan from
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi to
Shifa International Hospi-
tal in Islamabad within two

days and ordered that he
remain there until the next
hearing on September 16.

Instead, Mr. Khan was
taken to the state-run Pa-

kistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS) in Islama-
bad during the night of Au-
gust 20-21 for medical ex-
amination and treatment
before being returned to
Adiala Jail.

Mr. Khan’s family and
leaders of his political par-
ty have termed the move a
violation of the SC order
and challenged the action.

In her petition, Ms. Uz-
ma Khan urged the top
court to initiate contempt
proceedings against the
respondents for their “wil-
ful, deliberate and contu-
macious disobedience and
violation” of the order.

Imran Khan’s sister �les contempt plea
over violation of SC hospitalisation order
Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

Imran Khan’s sister, Uzma Khan, speaks as his physician Faisal

Sultan watches during a press conference in Islamabad. AP

X

Congo has received more than 16,000 doses of the Ervebo vaccine

as the country grapples with the fastest Ebola outbreak in history,

the country’s Health Minister said. The Ervebo vaccine is licensed to

treat Ebola and has been e�ective in past outbreaks. The WHO said

it may provide some protection against the Bundibugyo virus. AP

Congo receives over 16,000 doses
of Ebola vaccine amid health crisis

BUNIA

AFP
X

Somali pirates hijacked an oil products tanker o� Yemen, a Somali

maritime security o�icial said, the latest in a resurgence of piracy

that has seen six commercial vessels seized since April. Six armed

pirates hijacked the Eritrean-flagged M.T. Sibu 1 and took it toward

Somalia’s Puntland coast, the o�icial said. AP

Somali pirates hijack oil products
tanker o� Yemen in latest attack

MOGADISHU

AP
X

Two men, including a priest, were injured after a 27-year-old man

stabbed them with a screwdriver inside a gurdwara in Canada’s

Edmonton, with police investigating whether the attack was

hate-motivated, authorities said. Witnesses detained the suspect

until police arrived and arrested him, they added. PTI

Two men injured in stabbing at
Canada’s Edmonton gurdwara

TORONTO

AP
X

Armed men abducted over 60 worshippers from a mosque in

Nigeria’s north-central Niger state during Friday prayers, police said

on Saturday, in the latest mass kidnapping in a region plagued by

violent gangs. Police said the attackers stormed Kpenya Mosque in

the Dekara district of the Borgu local government area. REUTERS

Armed men abduct more than 60
worshippers from Nigeria mosque

LAGOS

AP

Sport

T
he United States
imposed 50% ta-
ri�s on $20 billion

worth of Canadian pro-
ducts early Saturday, and
Canada immediately said it
would retaliate after last-
ditch negotiations failed to
resolve the latest strain in
relations between the his-
toric allies.

President Donald
Trump’s import taxes will
hit about 5% of what Cana-
da ships to the United
States every year, includ-
ing products ranging from
hockey sticks to tongue
depressors.

“Canada will match
those tari�s dollar for dol-

lar to protect our workers
and businesses,” Prime Mi-
nister Mark Carney said in
a statement. The retalia-
tion escalates the trade
con�ict and calls into ques-
tion the future of a North

American trade agreement
covering the United States,
Canada and Mexico that is
crucial to industry in all
three countries.

Canada had sought con-
cessions on tari�s on steel,

aluminium, autos and
lumber.

“Tonight, Canada de-
clined to �nalise the trade
deal under the terms
agreed earlier this week.
Despite the U.S. o�er to Ca-
nada to receive the best
treatment of any major ex-
porter to our market, new
demands and walk-backs
of other commitments by
Canada have upended the
careful balance reached in
the past days,” U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer said in a statement.

Mr. Carney blamed the
Republican administration
for the breakdown, saying
“last-minute changes in the
U.S. proposed terms were
unfair, uneconomic, and
called into question the re-

liability of any deal”. He
said he had suspended ne-
gotiations and directed Ca-
nada’s negotiating team to
return to Ottawa.

Mr. Carney said his go-
vernment would announce
additional support for Ca-
nadian workers and busi-
nesses in the coming days.

Mr. Greer said the U.S.
o�er was “forward-look-
ing” and included “a his-
toric economic and nation-
al security partnership”.

No further talks are
planned.

The breakdown in nego-
tiations marked a sharp re-
versal from two days ear-
lier, when o�cials from the
two countries sounded as
if they were headed toward
a compromise.

U.S. imposes 50% import tari�s on 
$20 bn worth of Canadian products

Dominic LeBlanc, Canada’s Minister in charge of U.S.-Canada trade,

arrives at the O�ice of the USTR in Washington DC on Friday. AFP

Prime Minister Mark Carney says Canada would match the U.S. tari�s ‘dollar for dollar’ to protect workers and businesses;

while the U.S. side says Canada ‘declined to �nalise the trade deal’, the latter blames ‘last-minute changes’ in the U.S. proposal 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

The United States and Iran
exchanged de�ant messag-
es ahead of Monday’s sche-
duled announcement of
new U.S. economic sanc-
tions that could impact the
Islamic Republic and Teh-
ran’s most important trad-
ing partners including
China.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
qaei said on Saturday that
the imminent U.S. announ-
cement of new economic

sanctions on Iran was an
“assertion of extraterrito-
rial sovereignty over every
independent member
state of the United
Nations”.

“Such secondary sanc-
tions �nd no foundation in
international law,” he said
in a post on X.

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Friday that
Washington was observing
“what happens” in the
con�ict. “They would love
to make a deal, but they’re
not ready to make the right
deal, in my opinion.”

U.S. and Iran keep up
their hostile rhetoric
ahead of sanctions
Reuters
CAIRO/WASHINGTON

A U.S. federal judge has
struck down a government
ban on visas to nationals
from 75 countries who
wish to settle in the coun-
try inde�nitely, dealing a
blow to President Donald
Trump’s immigration
crackdown.

In a ruling issued on Fri-
day in the Southern Dis-
trict of New York, Judge
Jeannette Vargas called the
policy “contrary to law”
and said Secretary of State

Marco Rubio had exceeded
his “statutory authority” in
issuing it.

The policy, which came
into force in January, sus-
pended the processing of
immigrant visas to nation-
als of 75 countries includ-
ing Afghanistan, Brazil,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria,
Somalia, Thailand and Ye-
men. At that time, the State
Department had said the
decision was made “to en-
sure that immigrants from
high-risk countries do not
unlawfully utilise welfare
in the U.S.”

U.S. federal judge
strikes down Trump’s
75-country visa ban
Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK

Sayali Wani and Taneesha
Kotecha, seeded sixth and
eighth respectively, suf-
fered early exits while G.
Sathiyan and H. Jeho also
bowed out at the UTT Na-
tional-ranking table tennis
tournament at The Sportz
Hub on Saturday.

On a hectic penultimate
day, �ve of the eight men’s
main-draw rounds and four
of the seven women’s
rounds were scheduled.
Nashik-based Sayali and Ta-
neesha, who represent the
Petroleum Sports Promo-
tion Board, fell in the wo-
men’s round of 64. Jeho
and Sathiyan, seeded
eighth and 11th respective-
ly, exited in the men’s
round of 32.

Taneesha went down to

Maharashtra’s Pritha Varti-
kar 12-10, 11-13, 11-9, 11-13, 3-
11. Tamil Nadu’s Kavyash-
ree Baskar stunned Sayali
9-11, 8-11, 11-7, 11-6, 11-7 in a
tense battle. Kavyasree la-
ter accounted for Bengal’s
Ahona Ray in another de-
cider to enter the last 16.

Sathiyan’s Asian Games
preparations su�ered a set-
back as the veteran suc-
cumbed to IA & AD’s south-
paw Abhimanyu Mitra in
straight games. Jeho, mean-
while, couldn’t withstand
Priyanuj Bhattacharyya’s
consistency and power, go-
ing down in four games.

Top seed Yashaswini
Ghorpade survived a scare
against Aarti Chaudhary.
Trailing 4-6 in the decider,
Yashaswini reeled o� seven
points in succession to set
up a tantalising pre-quar-
ter�nal clash with top-
ranked Sreeja Akula.

Important results (round of

32): Men: Manush Shah (RBI) bt
S. Preyesh Raj (RSPB) 16-14, 11-3,
9-11, 11-7; Abhimanyu Mitra
(IA&AD) bt G. Sathiyan (PSPB)
12-10, 11-6, 11-8; Divyansh
Srivastava (U.P.) bt Sarthak Arya
(Odi) 5-11, 11-6, 11-2, 11-4; Sanil
Shetty (PSPB) bt Ayan Ghosh
(Ben) 11-9, 11-6, 11-5; Manav
Thakkar (PSPB) bt Neil Mulye
(Mah) 11-8, 11-7, 5-11, 11-7;
Priyanuj Bhattacharyya (RSPB) bt
H. Jeho (Miz) 11-3, 7-11, 11-6,
12-10. Women: Yashaswini
Ghorpade (PSPB) bt Aarti
Chaudhary (U.P.) 11-3, 9-11, 11-8,
8-11, 11-6; Sreeja Akula (RBI) bt
Anjali Rohilla (IA&AD) 8-11, 11-5,
14-12, 11-8; Syndrela Das (Ben) bt
Ayhika Mukherjee (RBI) 11-6,
6-11, 11-8, 11-1; Kavyashree
Baskar (TN) bt Ahona Ray (Ben)
11-9, 11-9, 7-11, 3-11, 11-9;
Anusha Kutumbale (RSPB) bt
Hardee Patel (Mah) 11-4, 8-11,
13-11, 11-7; Swastika Ghosh
(PSPB) bt Prithoki Chakraborti
(RSPB) 5-11, 11-7, 12-10, 11-8;
Suhana Saini (Har) bt Avisha
Karmakar (Ben) 7-11, 12-10, 11-7,
10-12, 11-9; Tanishka Kalbhairav
(Kar) bt Madhurika Patkar (PSPB)
8-11, 12-10, 11-8, 7-11, 11-8.

Kavyashree stars on a day of upsets

Amol Karhadkar
KANPUR

TABLE TENNIS

Rohit Yadav spectacularly
pushed his personal best to
87.68m to take the men’s ja-
velin gold while 19-year-old
sprinter Abinaya Rajarajan
gave a dazzling perfor-
mance to clock 11.34s and
win the women’s 100m
with a National under-20
record in the $75,000
World Athletics Continen-
tal Tour Silver meet at the
Kalinga Stadium on
Saturday.

Vithya Ramraj sparkled
to record her season’s best
51.96 to clinch the women’s
400m gold.

In the preparatory
phase for next month’s
Asian Games, long jumpers
M. Sreeshankar (8.07m)
and Ancy Sojan (6.71m)
were among the nine In-
dians who won gold. 

Rohit, who managed

81.56m to �nish seventh in
the Commonwealth
Games, overcame a slip in
the second throw to regis-
ter 81.82m in his penulti-
mate attempt. A more con-
sistent Yashvir logged
82.94m to regain the lead.
But, Rohit improved upon
his previous best 87.05m,
achieved at the inter-State
meet here in June, in his �-

nal e�ort. His new mark is
the fourth-best in the
World this season, just be-
hind Neeraj Chopra
(88.05m).

“I gave it my all in the
end. I hope to replicate it in
the Asiad,” said Rohit.

Abinaya ran in good
rhythm to regain the Na-
tional under-20 record,
which she had held earlier

with 11.54, from Nipam
(11.53). 

The results: Men: 100m: 1.
Tshepo Jason Tyantini (RSA)
10.11, 2. Ali Al Balushi (Oma)
10.16, 3. Dineth Induwara (Sri)
10.27, 6. Animesh Kujur 10.32, 9.
Gurindervir Singh 10.39; 400m: 1.
Justice Oratile (Bot) 45.35, 2.
Leender Koekemoer (RSA) 45.40,
3. Kalinga Hewa Kumara (Sri)
45.61; 800m: 1. Molifi Mohlomi
(RSA) 1:47.45, 2. Krishan Kumar
1:47.69, 3. Prakash Gadade
1:48.03; 5000m: 1. Harmanjot
Singh 14:11.51, 2. Shivaji
Parashuram 14:13.84, 3. T. Gopi
14:15.98; 110m hurdles: 1.
Franco Le Roux (RSA) 13.47, 2.
Antonio Alkana (RSA) 13.54, 3.
Eduardo Rodrigues (Bra) 13.68;
Long jump: 1. M. Sreeshankar
8.07m, 2. Divan Manuel (RSA)
8.03m, 3. David P. 7.78m; High

jump: 1. Aadarsh Ram 2.22m, 2.
Fatak Bait Jaboob (Oma) 2.19m,
3. Abdul Rahman Omar (Irq)
2.15m; Shot put: 1.
Chukwuebuka Enekwe (Ngr)
20.78m, 2. Weir Zane (Ita) 20.47m,
3. Karanveer Singh 20.06m, 4.

Tajinderpal Singh Toor 20.03;
Javelin: 1. Rohit Yadav 87.68m,
2. Yashvir Singh 82.94m, 3.
Sumedha Ranasinghe (Sri)
80.29m.

Women: 100m: 1. Abinaya
Rajarajan 11.34, 2. Harita Bhadra
11.46, 3. Sneha Sathyanarayan
11.56; 400m: 1. Vithya Ramraj
51.96, 2. Prachi 52.57, 3. M.R.
Poovamma 52.78; 1500m: 1.
Pooja 4:17.24, 2. Lili Das 4:18.32,
3. Shanika Kahawalage (Sri)
4:27.22; 5000m: 1. Diana Wanza
(Ken) 15:16.11, Bharti 15:46.45, 3.
Santoshi Shrestha (Nep) 17:31.75;
100m hurdles: 1. Charisma
Taylor (Bah) 12.96, 2. Yumi
Tanaka (Jap) 13.04, 3. Jyothi
Yarraji 13.24; Long jump: 1. Ancy
Sojan 6.71m, 2. Shaili Singh
6.56m, 3. Mubassina Mohammed
6.31m; High jump: 1. Supriya
1.75m, 2. Manshi 1.75m, 3. Reet
Rathor 1.75m; Discus: 1.
Andressa De Morais (Bra) 58.66, 2.
Samantha Hall (Jam) 58.43, 3.
Subenrat Insaeng (Tha) 58.33;
Javelin: 1. Jucilene Sales De
Lima (Bra) 59.13, 2. Dilhani
Lekamge (Sri) 58.98m, 3. Annu
Rani 56.96m.

Y.B. Sarangi
BHUBANESWAR

Rohit clinches gold with an impressive show

Personal best: Rohit’s e�ort of 87.68m ranks fourth in the world

this season. BISWARANJAN ROUT
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A three-Test series gives a chance to the team that has lost the first

match to make a comeback and win the series. You cannot do that

in a two-Test series as the team that lost the first game can only

draw the series at best — India head coach Gautam Gambhir ahead

of the second and final Test against Sri Lanka.

Gambhir terms three-Test 
series format ideal

PERFECT SCENARIO

PTI
X

Manav Suthar came in for praise from India coach Gautam Gambhir.

“Manav got the big opportunity when he made his Test debut

against Afghanistan. This was a big series for him and he put his

hand up, which is good for him. He is young and if he keeps working

hard, he can take the team forward,” Gambhir said.

Gambhir praises Suthar for
capitalising on the chances

ONE FOR THE FUTURE

PTI
X

It’s about putting runs on the board. That’s what India did (at Galle).

We are trying to improve and get some runs and take 20 wickets. We

are one down and we are disappointed. Here we need to play well

from the outset. Even though we are short on experience, we have a

lot of talent — Sri Lanka captain Dhananjaya de Silva.

We need to play well from the
outset, says Dhananjaya 

SIMPLE PLAN

PTI
X

They are World No. 1 and we knew they wouldn’t give away easy

points. But it’s been an amazing week, we played some great

matches and had a lot to learn from. I think today was just not our

day. Towards the second part of the second game, we lost our

rhythm and they found theirs — Gayatri Gopichand

‘It’s been an amazing week, we
played some great matches’

LEARNING CURVE

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

It was a dream run that had
to end at some point.
Giant-killers Treesa Jolly
and Gayatri Gopichand �-
nally ran out of steam in
the semi�nals of the bad-
minton World champion-
ships. They went down
�ghting to China’s Sheng
Shu Liu and Ning Tan 18-21,
21-13, 21-8 here on
Saturday.

It was a match that start-
ed with the Chinese �rm
favourites. It saw the
players and fans go
through a roller-coaster of
fortunes and emotions but
eventually the top-seeds,
reigning World champions
and runners-up at the Paris
Olympics two years ago,
advanced to the �nal.

The Indians, already as-
sured of a medal, lost but
were not discredited. If
anything, the performance
only burnished their grow-
ing reputation as serious
challengers. Starting slow,
Treesa and Gayatri relied
more on skills and smart
play than raw power to

race to a 7-2 lead before
Sheng and Ning reiterated
why they are so feared on
the circuit.

The Chinese reeled o�
10 consecutive points to go
12-7 up. It looked like it
would be yet another
straight game win for them
before Treesa and Gayatri
changed their tactics.

The Indians had played
a di�erent game to their
previous outings so far, re-
lying more on cross-court
volleys and soft drops at
the net instead. But now

the jump smashes that had
been conserved came out,
they began attacking more
and picked up six points to
go 13-12 up. Things stayed
close before Liu dropped
her service short at 16-18
that became 21-18 in favour
of the home pair. 

It was the �rst game the
Chinese duo had dropped
in the tournament.

The second game, too,
stayed close till 12-12 before
Sheng and Ning took o�
eight points to clinch it 21-
13 and then raced away

with the decider. 
Korea’s Baek Ha Na and

Lee So Hee beat Li Yi Jing
and Luo Xu Min 21-17, 21-12
in the other semi�nal.

Meanwhile, Akane Ya-
maguchi will face An Se-
young for her title defence. 

Alex Lanier became the
�rst Frenchman ever to
reach the title clash of the
marquee event and will
take on Kodai Naraoka.

The results (semifinals): Men:

Alex Lanier (Fra) bt Victor Lai
(Can) 16-21, 21-13, 21-14; Kodai
Naraoka (Jpn) bt Chou Tien Chen
(Tpe) 17-21, 21-11, 21-10.

Doubles: Aaron Chia & Soh Wooi
Yik (Mas) bt Kim Won Ho & Seo
Seung Jae (Kor) 21-17, 21-18;
Liang Wei Keng & Wang Chang
(Chn) bt Lee Jhe-Huei & Yang
Po-Hsuan (Tpe) 21-18, 21-14.

Women: Akane Yamaguchi (Jpn)
bt Pornpawee Chochuwong (Tha)
21-12, 21-17; An Se-young (Kor)
bt Wang Zhiyi (Chn) 24-22, 21-16.

Doubles: Baek Ha Na & Lee So
Hee (Kor) bt Li Yi Jing & Luo Xu
Min (Chn) 21-17, 21-12; Sheng
Shu Liu & Ning Tan (Chn) bt
Treesa Jolly & Gayatri Gopichand
18-21, 21-13, 21-8.

Mixed doubles: Feng Yan Zhe &
Huang Dong Ping (Chn) bt Amri
Syahnawi & Nita Violina Marwah
(Ina) 20-22, 21-14, 22-20; Thom
Gicquel & Delphine Delrue (Fra) bt
Jiang Zheng Bang & Wei Ya Xin
(Chn) 19-21, 21-13, 21-11.

Treesa and Gayatri’s winning streak ends

BADMINTON WORLDS

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Ebb and flow: After losing the first and taking the second, Sheng

and Ning were unstoppable in the decider. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The men’s singles �nal will
crown a new badminton
World champion. The wo-
men’s title clash will pit the
defending champion
against a three-time victor.

In men’s singles, 21-year-
old Alex Lanier will face Ja-
pan’s Kodai Naraoka for a
world title neither has won
before, with both guaran-
teed their �rst World cham-
pionships medal. Lanier
beat Canada’s Victor Lai 16-
21, 21-13, 21-14. “At some
point you need to trust
how good you are,” Lanier
said. Naraoka lost the
opening game 17-21 to vete-
ran Chou Tien Chen before
winning the next two 21-11,
21-10. Chou, 36, had been
chasing a second record af-
ter becoming the oldest
men’s singles medallist in
World championships his-
tory, but Naraoka’s pa-
tience and rallying even-
tually ended that bid.

The women’s �nal
brings together An Se-
young and Akane Yamagu-
chi, with Se-young holding
a 19-15 advantage. Yamagu-

chi moved through with a
composed 21-12, 21-17 victo-
ry over Thailand’s Pornpa-
wee Chochuwong, becom-
ing the only women’s
singles player to win six
World championships
medals.

Se-young survived a
gruelling opening game
against Wang Zhi Yi. She
appeared to struggle with
her left leg late in the se-
cond set, but stayed in the
contest and sealed victory
with a net dribble at 20-16. 

The Japanese star now
stands between Se-young
and a second straight title.
“I’m looking forward to
how I perform,” said Se-
young.

Battle lines drawn for
singles coronation

Se-young. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Devyanshi Bihani
NEW DELHI

Former India batter Che-
teshwar Pujara backed Dev-
dutt Padikkal at the crucial
No. 3 spot in Test cricket,
but added that his long-
term prospects depend on
tougher challenges that lie
ahead.

Padikkal’s red-ball stock
took an upturn after the
southpaw struck a �ne 167
in the �rst Test against Sri
Lanka. “Devdutt has been
outstanding. He got the op-
portunity because unfortu-
nately Sai (Sudharsan) was
not �t,” Pujara said during
a virtual media interaction
on Saturday.

“But Devdutt was ready
— the way he has been per-
forming in the domestic
circuit and IPL, we have
seen that he has worked on
his game and improved his
technique.”

Pujara added that Sai
Sudharsan should be ac-
commodated in the team
when �t. “India should go
ahead with Devdutt at No. 3

for some time, but you can-
not leave someone like Sai
Sudarshan out of India’s
Test squad. I am not saying
that he should be batting at
three, but he should be
there in the scheme of
things.” The real test for Pa-
dikkal will come when In-
dia faces New Zealand
(away) and Australia (in In-
dia) in the next six months.
“If Devdutt performs con-
sistently in both those se-
ries, then he will cement
his spot.” 

The 38-year-old called
on the team management
to rally behind spinner Kul-
deep Yadav, who was not
among the wickets at Galle.

“I hope the team man-
agement and captain show
a little more faith on him. If
you are a third spinner, you
are bound to have mo-
ments where you are not
picking up wickets because
you are not getting too ma-
ny overs,” said Pujara.

(Watch Sri Lanka vs. India second
Test live on Sony Sports Ten 2 SD
& HD and Sony LIV from 10 a.m.
on August 23).

Pujara backs Padikkal
to do well at No. 3
Ashwin Achal
BENGALURU

F
rom the incandes-
cent natural beauty
that Galle o�ered,

Shubman Gill’s men have
moved to the bustling me-
tropolis that Colombo has
always been. This multi-lin-
gual city and a maritime
junction both for ancient
and modern trade routes,
was vital to Ceylon then,
and equally critical to Sri
Lanka now.

Leading 1-0 and step-
ping into the second Test
commencing at the Sinha-
lese Sports Club (SSC)
Ground here on Sunday, In-
dia holds the edge over Sri
Lanka. The 165-run tri-
umph at Galle will stand
the visitor in good stead, a
victory shaped by two
young players — Devdutt
Padikkal and Manav Suth-
ar. The pitch was a dull
brown on match-eve, and
fringed by the green out-
�eld and rolled-up covers
just in case it rained. Initial
purchase for batters and la-
ter bonanzas for spinners,
are the usual tropes asso-
ciated with cricketing turfs
in the Emerald Isle. And
this surface will be no
di�erent.

In a batting unit that
leant heavily on vice-cap-
tain K.L. Rahul and his Kar-
nataka mate Padikkal, it is
also time for Yashasvi Jais-
wal and Gill to join the par-
ty. Dhruv Jurel has done his
bit in the middle-order and
Rishabh Pant has been his

robust self.
Even if Ravindra Jadeja

o�ers batting solidity in the
lower-order, India has a fra-
gile tail, and it leaves the
job of scoring runs entirely
on the specialist batters.
Countering the Sri Lankan
spinners under shimmer-
ing heat that is intrinsic to
the venue, will be a test of
patience and technique.

Among the bowlers, Mo-
hammed Siraj remains the
spearhead with Prasidh
Krishna having e�ected
breakthroughs at Galle.
While the spin-department
is sorted with Suthar and
Jadeja, there could be a
swap between Kuldeep Ya-

dav and Saransh Jain in the
playing XI. The latter’s o�-
spin could come in handy
against left-handed batters.

For Sri Lanka, the �x-
ture o�ers a chance to
draw level in the series. Di-
nesh Chandimal, dealing
with a concussion, will be
missed in a batting order
that is a touch short on ex-
perience. But the way So-
nal Dinusha batted in the
�rst Test, o�ered hope. At
Galle, in the second in-
nings, he was casually sit-
ting on the side-wall, soak-
ing in the sun, and awaiting
his turn to bat.

Dinusha’s senior col-
leagues have to contribute

as Sri Lanka needs big runs
to exert scoreboard-pres-
sure on India. A Test debut
for Kamil Mishara is on the
cards. The southpaw
blitzed an unbeaten 145 in a
recent domestic T20, but
against India and in a Test,
he would have to temper
that innate aggression with
caution.

The bulk of the home at-
tack will lean on spinners
Prabath Jayasuriya and
Keshara Nuwantha. Their
interrogation of the Indian
batters would be the key
that would determine how
this game will proceed.

Gill’s men have ticked
most of the boxes on this
tour. They landed early,
had a warm-up game,
pocketed the Test at Galle,
and in their last week in Sri
Lanka, would want to re-
tain the feel-good factor. Sri
Lanka, though, will be
keen on an ambush.

The teams (from): Sri Lanka:

Dhananjaya de Silva (Capt.),
Lahiru Udara, Kamil Mishara,
Pasindu Sooriyabandara,
Kamindu Mendis, Sahan
Arachchige, Sonal Dinusha,
Niroshan Dickwella (wk), Keshara
Nuwantha, Prabath Jayasuriya,
Milan Rathnayake, Lahiru
Kumara, Asitha Fernando and
Vishwa Fernando.

India: Shubman Gill (Capt.), K.L.
Rahul (Vice-capt.), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Devdutt Padikkal,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Dhruv Jurel,
Sarfaraz Khan, Ravindra Jadeja,
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Auqib Nabi, Gurnoor
Brar, Kuldeep Yadav, Manav
Suthar and Saransh Jain.

Match starts at 10 a.m.

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
COLOMBO

India holds the aces against 
a depleted Sri Lanka at SSC
The emphatic win in the opening Test at Galle will stand Gill & Co. in good stead; the host needs 

big runs to exert scoreboard-pressure on the visiting side in its attempt to square the series

Big challenge: The Sri Lankan spinners as well as the hot and

humid conditions will test Gill. ANI

In his prime as an opener,
Gautam Gambhir loved
the scent of a battle and
drew inspiration from it.
The same combative
streak lingers in his second
avatar as coach.

Speaking to the media
at the Sinhalese Sports
Club Ground here on Sa-
turday, there was a point
in which he was asked
about criticism. 

The former India star
was quick with his riposte:
“I am here to win tro-
phies!” Later, he added:
“People in the press-box
and commentators know
that we are going through
transition.”

Looking ahead to the se-
cond Test commencing on
Sunday, Gambhir said:
“Even if you score 1,000
runs, you still got to get 20
wickets, that’s how you
win matches. So be it three
left-arm spinners or an o�-
spinner or three seamers,
we will take a call on what
is the best team suited for
this surface, it is about the
team and the results.”

Praising Devdutt Padik-
kal and Manav Suthar for
their success in the �rst
Test, Gambhir said: “It is
encouraging to see them
step up and perform
straight away but then
again we should not judge
on just one or two perfor-
mances. There will be ups
and downs and we all
know cricket is tough.”

Gambhir did not reveal
if there would be swap bet-
ween Kuldeep Yadav and
Saransh Jain, but he did
tell about his chats with
the former: “I want Kul-
deep to just try and bowl
good spells rather than
looking desperate to take a
wicket.”

Refusing to be drawn in-
to a discussion over India’s
chances in the ICC World
Test Championship,
Gambhir said the imme-
diate focus was on the se-
cond game.

Take on �tness issues
And as for players break-
ing down with injuries, he
said: “We had a discus-
sion, we want our best
players to play as much
cricket as possible”.

‘Even if you score
1,000 runs, you still
got to get 20 wickets’

It remains to be seen whether

o�-spinner Saransh replaces

Kuldeep in the XI. PTI

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
COLOMBO

INDIA IN SRI LANKA

Australia scratched out a
101-run lead over Bangla-
desh on Saturday in the se-
cond Test, with 18 wickets
falling on day one after
Mitchell Starc and Shoriful
Islam both took six in a
fast-bowling masterclass.

The Aussies skittled out
Bangladesh for 64 with

Starc taking �ve wickets in
22 balls during the morn-
ing session.

Australia stumbled to
165 for eight at stumps with
Cameron Green standing
tall on 51 alongside Nathan
Lyon (10). 

The scores: Bangladesh 64 in 34
overs (Starc 6/12, Cummins 3/25)
vs. Australia 165/8 in 40 overs
(Smith 42, Green 51 batting,
Shoriful 6/35); Toss: Australia.

Australia gets lead as 18
wickets fall on day one 
Agence France-Presse
MACKAY

Arsenal made the perfect
start to its Premier League
title defence with a stylish
3-0 win against Coventry in
the opening game of the
season on Friday.

Kai Havertz struck early
in the �rst half and Bukayo
Saka doubled the lead be-
fore Martin Odegaard net-
ted after the interval to
complete Arsenal’s win. 

Manchester United
crashed to a humiliating
2-0 defeat at promoted
Hull on Saturday in a dis-
mal start to its campaign.

Michael Carrick’s side

was rocked by �rst half
goals from Semi Ajayi and
Nobel Mendy.

The results: Premier League:

Hull 2 (Ajayi 17, Mendy 38) bt
Manchester United 0; Everton 2
(Dewsbury-Hall 42, Barry 53) bt
Crystal Palace 0; Ipswich 2
(Emersonn 24, Clarke 90) bt
Sunderland 1 (Angulo 39);
Nottingham Forest 0 lost to Leeds
1 (Stach 88); Brentford 3
(Lewis-Potter 12, Janelt 33,
Kayode 49) bt Tottenham 0.

Serie A: Inter Milan 4
(Calhanoglu 6, Zielinski 48,
Esposito 55, Bisseck 63) bt Monza
1 (Varela 29); Udinese 1 (Kamara
29) drew with Como 1 (Douvikas
54).

On Friday: Premier League:

Arsenal 3 (Havertz 15, Saka 23,
Odegaard 49) bt Coventry 0.

LaLiga: Real Betis 1 (Riquelme
63) bt Real Sociedad 0.

Upset alert: Newly promoted Hull stunned United. GETTY IMAGES

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Arsenal up and running;
Manchester United stalls

EURO LEAGUES
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Duleep Trophy: Quarterfinals, Day 1, JioHotstar, 9.30 a.m.

Sri Lanka vs India: Second Test, Day 1, Sony Sports Ten 1 &
LIV, 10 a.m.

Badminton: World Championships, Sports 18-1, 3, JioHot-
star & BWF O�icial YouTube channel, 1 p.m.

Hockey World Cup: (Women): SS Select 2, Star Sports First &
JioHotstar, 1.30 p.m. 4.30, 7.30 & Australia vs India: 10.30 p.m.
; (Men): SS Select 2, Star Sports First & JioHotstar, 3 p.m., 6, 9
p.m. & 12 a.m. (Monday)

Durand Cup: Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 5 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1 & JioHotstar, 6.30 & 9 p.m.

Formula One: Dutch GP, F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App & FanCode,
6.30 p.m.

TNPL: Sony Sports Ten 4 Tamil & TNPL O�icial YouTube chan-
nel (youtube@tamilnadupremierleague.com), 7.30 p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 8.30, 11 p.m. & 1 a.m. (Monday)

Serie A: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 10 p.m. & 12.15 a.m.
(Monday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

I
ndia got a close up dis-
play on how to come
up with a clinical per-

formance at the hands of
the Netherlands.

With six minutes to go,
Manpreet Singh dawdled
on the ball allowing Jorrit
Croon to rob the ball and
slip in Thijs van Dam. The
forward �icked it over Mo-
hith H.S., controlled it on
the run, before slapping
the ball into the net to �n-
ish o� India in style.

In front of a packed Wa-
gener Stadion, Nether-
lands sealed its place in the
semi�nal of the World Cup
with a 3-1 win, pushing In-
dia to the brink of elimina-
tion here on Saturday. Ar-
gentina got the better of
England 3-1 later in the day
to boost its quali�cation
chances. 

Placed last, India needs
to beat Argentina by a mar-
gin of four goals or more in
its �nal Pool E match on
Monday and hope that the
Dutch defeat England on
the same day. 

Requiring a win, India
put up a spirited �ght, but
familiar troubles in �eld
play plagued Craig Fulton’s

men. But the Dutch,
picked apart India with
three �eld goals, two of
them coming from devas-
tating counter-attacks.

Of the four matches in
the tournament, this was
India’s best start. Fulton’s
side was sharper on the
ball, controlling posses-
sion, not allowing the
Dutch to play their �ick
passing game.

However, India, too,
didn’t �nd space in the cir-
cle, struggling to �nd the
right connections in �eld
play. 

After trading blows

again in the third quarter,
the Dutch found momen-
tum, before taking the
lead. From a loose ball in
the circle, Tijmen Rayen-
ga’s shot-cum-pass was
�icked in past Suraj Karke-
ra by Duco Telgenkamp.

Chasing the equaliser,
Harmanpreet Singh and
Sanjay were exchanging
passes at the halfway line
before the latter tried to
force the initiative with a
�zzed-in pass but went out
of bounds.

Seconds later, the Neth-
erlands turned defence in-
to attack with three passes.

Tjep Hoedemakers de�ect-
ed the ball into the goal
from a �erce Koen Bijen
slapshot into the circle.

India responded imme-
diately through Harman-
preet, �nding the left bot-
tom corner with his side’s
sixth and �nal PC to halve
the de�cit. 

But India’s hopes of a
comeback were extin-
guished when Manpreet’s
error was punished by van
Dam.

The result: Netherlands 3
(Telgenkamp 40, Hoedemakers
50, van Dam 54) bt India 1
(Harmanpreet 51-pc).

The home side punishes Harmanpreet & Co. on the counter; the former champion is languishing

at the bottom of Pool E but has a slim hope, thanks to Argentina’s 3-1 victory over England

HOCKEY WORLD CUP

Dutch enter semis; India on
the brink of elimination

Aashin Prasad
AMSTELVEEN

Keen tussle: Rajinder and de Vilder fight for possession. GETTY IMAGES

S. Gyan and Saishiva Sankaran scored dramatic
victories in the Formula 1600 and Formula 2000
categories, respectively, on the opening day of
the MRF Indian National Racing Challenge 4W in
Chennai on Saturday.

Provisional results (all 10 laps unless mentioned): MRF

F2000 (Race-1, 9 laps): 1. Saishiva Sankaran 14:47.457s; 2.
Aditya Patnaik 14:48.121; 3. Swarnav Das 14:53.134. MRF

F1600 (Race-1, 9 laps): 1. S. Gyan 16:28.952; 2. Priyanka
Vijay 14:52.355+1 lap; 3. Bhuvan Bonu 14:59.959+1 lap.
Formula LGB 1300 (Race-1) Open: 1. Viswas Vijayaraj (DTS
Racing) 18:53.431; 2. Vinithkumar (DTS Racing) 18:58.267; 3.
Liron Jaden Samuels 19:03.051. Junior: 1. Kaveen Diyyan
Rajapaksa (Momentum Motorsports) 19:21.510; 2. Abhijit
Vadavalli (Momentum Motorsports) 19:39.205; 3. Yash Vikram
Singh (Delta Speeds) 19:39596.

Saishiva, Gyan score thrilling
wins in MRF Formula races

Jockey Suraj Narredu made India proud as he
added yet another glorious chapter to his
illustrious career by registering his �rst Japan
Racing Association ( JRA) victory at the Sapporo
Racecourse in Japan on Saturday, August 22. In his
�rst appearance on Japanese soil, Suraj partnered
Fier Chanter trained by Kensuke Ogura, to victory
in the 2,600m race for three-year-old maidens,
producing a memorable triumph on the opening
day of his historic stint in Japan. Suraj had earlier
�nished fourth aboard Mont Royal in the third
race (1,700m), his maiden event. He then
celebrated his landmark JRA success when Fier
Chanter scored in the sixth race.

Jockey Suraj makes India
proud in Japan

Indian javelin ace Neeraj Chopra produced his
best performance in more than a year but was
pipped to the top spot by rising Sri Lankan star
Rumesh Pathirage by a mere 9cm in the
Lausanne Diamond League meet on Friday.
Neeraj’s 88.05m throw in the second round
fetched him the second spot in the nine-man
star-studded �eld. However, the 23-year-old
Pathirage overtook Neeraj with his third-round
throw of 88.14m. Grenada’s Anderson Peters was
third with his �nal round e�ort of 86.69m.

Neeraj’s season best not
enough to beat Pathirage

The 55th Annual General Meeting of the
Hyderabad Race Club (HRC) was held in
Hyderabad on Saturday (Aug. 22) evening. Mr.
Raghuram Reddy Ramasahayam, Mr. Manish
Jaiswal, Mr. Krishna Rama Mohan Rao
Veeramachaneni (V. Krishna Mohan) and Mr.
Seshadri Reddy Pochana (P.S. Reddy) were
elected as the Stewards of HRC.

Hyderabad Race Club
elections held at its 55th AGM

HYDERABAD: The five-year-old
mare Timeless Vision should
score over her rivals in the Gov-
ernor’s Trophy, the main event of
Sunday’s (Aug. 23) races.

1 HIDDEN BLOOM PLATE (Div. I)
(1,400m), 3-y-o and upward,

rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II), 1.20 p.m.:
1. Sugar (7) Ashad Asbar 60, 2.
Ragnarök (3) Shivam 58, 3. Decoy
(9) Mukesh K 57, 4. Calista Girl (8)
Imran Chisty 56, 5. Romantic Grey
(6) Afroz K 53.5, 6. Lucky Zone (4)
Kuldeep Jr. 53, 7. Corinthian (5)
Akshay K 52.5, 8. Dali’s Destiny (2)
Gaurav 52.5 and 9. Glorious Power
(1) M.S. Deora 52.5.
1. CORINTHIAN, 

2. DALI’S DESTINY, 

3. DECOY

2 SILVER PHANTOM PLATE

(1,400m), (Terms) Maiden, 3-
y-o only (Cat. II), 1.55: 1. French
Lieutenant (2) P. Ajeeth K 56, 2.
Phoebus (10) A.A. Vikrant 56, 3.
Wind Castle (11) T.S. Jodha 56, 4.
You Tuber (1) Akshay K 56, 5.
Ashwa Jaffna (6) Gaurav 54.5, 6.
Belgium Waffle (5) Mohit 54.5, 7.
Costa Mesa (8) Ajay K 54.5, 8.
Evan Sville (4) P. Sai K 54.5, 9.
Lion’s Pride (3) Md. Ismail 54.5,
10. N R I Sunpower (7) Ashad As-
bar 54.5, 11. Sara (9) Arjun 54.5
and 12. Trishka (12) Rafique Sk.

54.5.
1. FRENCH LIEUTENANT, 

2. YOU TUBER, 3. PHOEBUS

3 HUSSAIN SAGAR TROPHY

(1,600m), 3-y-o and upward,
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 2.30: 1.
Pride Aside (5) Imran Chisty 62, 2.
Fly Tothe Stars (3) Kuldeep Jr. 61,
3. Bartolino (7) A.A. Vikrant 59, 4.
Real Thalaivaa (2) D.S. Deora 58,
5. Quintessential (1) P. Ajeeth K
56.5, 6. Hoping High (6) Mohit
52.5 and 7. Moonlite Rose (4)
Surya Prakash 51.5.
1. HOPING HIGH, 2. PRIDE ASIDE,

3. BARTOLINO

4 HIDDEN BLOOM PLATE (Div.
II) (1,400m), 3-y-o and up-

ward, rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II) (No
Whips), 3.05: 1. Certanity (3) T.S.
Jodha 60, 2. Walking Thunder (6)
P. Ajeeth K 59.5, 3. Victoria
Doresaani (7) Akshay K 58.5, 4.
She Can (5) Md. Ismail 58, 5. An-
nhilator (1) Mukesh K 56, 6. Knight
Crusader (8) B.R. Kumar 56, 7.
Born Brave (4) B. Nikhil 55.5 and
8. Noble Heart (2) Shivam 54.5.
1. CERTANITY, 2. VICTORIA

DORESAANI, 3. KNIGHT CRUSADER

5 RED RUM PLATE (1,100m),
(Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o only

(Cat. II), 3.40: 1. Ashwa Vivegam
(3) Gaurav 56, 2. Sporting Touch
(1) M.S. Deora 56, 3. Svalpavirya-

manmahabala (8) Neeraj 58.5, 8.
Crimson Rose (2) Surya Prakash
56.5, 9. Cherish The Lady (12) Ajay
K 56, 10. Taaliyah (3) Kuldeep Jr.
54, 11. Char Ek Char (6) Santosh
Raj 50.5 and 12. Screenshot (4) Ar-
jun 50.

1. SURREALIST, 2. HANUMANMA-

HABALA, 3. RED HOT PUNCH

8 KARIMNAGAR PLATE (1,400m)
Maiden, 3-y-o and upward,

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 5.20: 1.
Dream To Fly (8) G. Naresh 60, 2.
La Quinta (2) P. Sai K 60, 3. Lion’s
Gate (9) Ajay K 57.5, 4. Divine
Faith (10) B.R. Kumar 56.5, 5.
Valledonna (7) P Ajeeth K 56.5, 6.
Zindabad (3) Mukesh K 56, 7. Dino
(6) Akshay K 55, 8. December
Caspian (4) Mohit 54.5, 9. Vedanta
(11) Kuldeep Jr. 53.5, 10. Don
Cherie (1) B. Nikhil 52.5, 11. See My
Attitude (5) Surya Prakash 52.5,
and 12. Sugriva (12) Arjun 52.5.

1. DINO, 2. LION’S GATE,

3. DREAM TO FLY

Day’s Best: DINO

Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.

Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5, (ii) 5,
6, 7 & 8.

Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 3, 4 & 5, (iii)
6, 7 & 8.

Tanala: All races.

saktih (10) Santosh Raj 56, 4. Vidy-
utprabhava (6) Ajay K 56, 5. Zorba
(14) P. Ajeeth K 56, 6. Anemara (11)
Akshay K 54.5, 7. Calista Babe (7)
A.A. Vikrant 54.5, 8. First Kiss (12)
Mukesh K 54.5, 9. Khamagani (4)
B. Nikhil 54.5, 10. Menlo Park (5)
P. Sai K 54.5, 11. My Day (8) T.S.
Jodha 54.5, 12. Trend Setter (2) Im-
ran Chisty 54.5, 13. Veera’s Lak-
shmi (9) Md. Ismail 54.5 and 14.
Veera’s Princess (13) Neeraj 54.5.
1. TREND SETTER, 2. ANEMARA, 

3. SPORTING TOUCH

6 GOVERNOR’S TROPHY

(1,200m), 3-y-o and upward,
rated 80 and above (Cat. I), 4.15: 1.
One N Only (4) Akshay K 60, 2. Di-
ablo (3) P. Sai K 59.5, 3. Berrettini
(2) Kuldeep Sr. 58, 4. Lashka (6) P.
Ajeeth K 56.5, 5. D Minchu (5) B.R.
Kumar 56, 6. Vivaldo (1) A.A.
Vikrant 53 and 7. Timeless Vision
(7) T.S. Jodha 52.
1. TIMELESS VISION, 2. DIABLO, 3.

ONE N ONLY

7 FAIR HAVEN PLATE (1,200m),
3-y-o and upward, rated 20 to

45 (Cat. III), 4.50: 1. Red Hot
Punch (10) P. Ajeeth K 62, 2. Great
Giver (9) Md. Ismail 61, 3. Mix The
Magic (11) D.S. Deora 61, 4. Knotty
Senorita (7) A.A. Vikrant 60, 5.
Aditya (5) Rafique Sk. 59.5, 6. Sur-
realist (1) Akshay K 59.5, 7. Hanu-

Timeless Vision should score over her rivals

Mercedes driver George
Russell powered to victory
in the Dutch Grand Prix
sprint race on Saturday. 

Lando Norris took pole
for Sunday’s race, pipping
Russell and Kimi Antonelli.

The starting grid: First row:

Lando Norris (McLaren) and
George Russell (Mercedes);
Second: Kimi Antonelli
(Mercedes) and Oscar Piastri
(McLaren); Third: Lewis Hamilton
(Ferrari) and Charles Leclerc
(Ferrari); Fourth: Max Verstappen
(Red Bull Racing) and Liam
Lawson (Red Bull Racing); Fifth:

Gabriel Bortoleto (Audi) and Arvid
Lindblad (Racing Bulls).
Sixth: Pierre Gasly (Alpine) and
Yuki Tsunoda (Racing Bulls);

Seventh: Nico Hulkenberg (Audi)
and Franco Colapinto (Alpine);
Eighth: Esteban Ocon (Haas F1
Team) and Alexander Albon
(Williams); Ninth: Carlos Sainz
(Williams) and Fernando Alonso
(Aston Martin); 10th: Lance Stroll
(Aston Martin) and Oliver
Bearman (Haas F1 Team); 11th:

Valtteri Bottas (Cadillac) and
Sergio Perez (Cadillac).

Russell clinches
Dutch GP sprint race

Russell. AFP

Agence France-Presse
ZANDVOORT

Duleep Trophy was once
an important pit stop in a
cricketer’s journey towards
the Indian National team. 

But now, with the mush-
rooming of glitzy and faster
highways to success like
the IPL and India-A, the in-
ter-zonal competition has
slid down the importance
chart. It is not that the Du-
leep Trophy is irrelevant; a
good performance against
the best Ranji Trophy
players from the previous
season still carries signi�-
cant value. But it is just one
more data point in a cricke-
ter’s graph and not the
clincher it once was.

Yet, when the 2026-27
edition starts on Sunday at
the BCCI Centre of Excel-

lence here, there will be
su�cient interest. 

In the inaugural round,
the competitive match – at
least on paper – is expected
to be the North Zone-West
Zone encounter. 

But Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi’s presence on the adja-
cent ground, turning out
for East versus the North
East, will attract enough
eyeballs. North will be led
by Jammu & Kashmir’s Kan-
haiya Wadhawan, and has
six of his Statemates, a hat-
tip to J & K’s maiden Ranji
triumph. Ruturaj Gaikwad
will marshal West Zone’s
resources.

Defending champion
Central and runner-up
South have been given byes
to the semi�nals. The next
four days will decide who
they will face.

It’s lights out time for
domestic cricket
N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

North Delhi Strikers rode
on Shivi Sharma’s unbea-
ten 71 and a disciplined
bowling e�ort to clinch a
10-run win over South Del-
hi Superstarz in the wo-
men’s section of the Delhi
Premier League at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium here
on Saturday. 

Strikers’ second straight
victory puts them on top of
the points table.

Batting �rst, Strikers
made 141 for four, with
Upasana Yadav and Shivi
playing leading roles. 

The opening batters
stitched together a part-
nership of 84 in 12.3 overs,
setting the base for a com-
petitive total. While Upasa-
na made 43, Shivi stayed
unbeaten on 71 o� 54
deliveries.

In response, Superstarz
were dealt an early setback
when Nishika Singh fell for
a duck in the opening over.
None of the other Super-

starz batters were able to
produce an impactful
knock, allowing the North
Delhi bowlers to apply the
squeeze on the scoring
rate. Nazma took two wick-
ets for Strikers. 

Kings dominant
A power-packed batting
performance helped Cen-
tral Delhi Kings beat West
Delhi Lions by 21 runs in
the men’s tournament on
Saturday. After amassing
232 for eight, Central Del-
hi, which has already qual-
i�ed for the playo�s, res-
tricted the Nitish Rana-led

side to 211 for eight for its
ninth win in 10 matches.

The scores: Women: North Delhi
Strikers women 141/4 in 20 overs
(Upasana Yadav 43, Shivi Sharma
71 n.o., Roopali Mohan 2/25,
Disha Nagar 2/20) bt South Delhi
Superstarz women 131/5 in 20
overs (Tanishqa Singh 46, Nazma
2/28).

Men: Central Delhi Kings 232/8 in
20 overs (Samarth Singh 37,
Siddharth Joon 33, Money Grewal
42, Shubham Dubey 2/49, Manan
Bhardwaj 3/37, Mayank Gusain
2/48) bt West Delhi Lions 211/8 in
20 overs (Krish Yadav 46, Nitish
Rana 31, Ankit Kumar 61, Money
Grewal 2/54, Keshav Dabas 2/38,
Tejas Baroka 2/28).

Strikers women notch up
second straight win 

Moment of joy: North Delhi Strikers women celebrate a wicket.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

DPL

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pace is Mayank Yadav’s fo-
remost ally. 

That was established in
the blink of an eye in the
2024 Indian Premier
League (IPL), where he
went on to clock a top
speed of 156.7 kmph for
Lucknow Super Giants.
With such a gift in his lock-
er, he was predictably fast-
tracked into the T20I set-
up for a three-match series
against Bangladesh in Oc-
tober that year.

While he equipped him-
self well to the challenge
by picking four wickets at
an economy rate of 6.91, a
spate of injuries cast a sha-
dow over the next 18
months. 

Most worryingly, a
stress fracture in the back
— a chink in the armour for
most young speedsters —
forced Mayank to undergo
surgery and miss vast
chunks of the cricketing
calendar.

The upside is that the
24-year-old is now back to
full �tness. 

On his comeback for In-

dia in a T20I series against
Zimbabwe last month, he
picked a wicket o� his very
�rst ball. 

He �nished with �ve
scalps in the series as the

Men in Blue completed a
clean sweep. “To take a
wicket o� my �rst ball
(against Zimbabwe) was a
special feeling since I was
returning after (almost)
two years,” Mayank told
the media on Friday. 

“It feels like my run of
injuries is over. This is like
the start of a new journey.”

In the ongoing Delhi
Premier League, Mayank
has built on his workload
by featuring in six of East
Delhi Riders’ eight games.
He has claimed seven
wickets at an average of
21.57.

“I’m feeling 100% �t. I
came to play in the DPL af-
ter the Zimbabwe tour be-
cause I wanted a lot of
game-time,” Mayank said.

During his time on the
sidelines, the desire to
wear the India jersey again
helped the fast bowler re-
tain a positive outlook.

“I played a lot of games
on PlayStation when I was
in rehab. It was a good pas-
time,” he revealed. 

“Mentally, to be in a
good space, I was working
towards the aim of repre-
senting the country again.”

Back to full �tness, Mayank
savours the start of a new journey
Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

Mayank. AP
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D
ecades of improper industrial waste
management have contaminated
groundwater with toxic hexavalent
chromium across parts of three

districts of Uttar Pradesh, exposing villagers to
unsafe water and serious health risks.

Groundwater from handpumps glows bright
yellow in di�erent villages of these districts — a
telltale sign of toxic hexavalent chromium
contamination. Patches of yellow-green earth can
also be seen in villages across these districts,
revealing the illegal dumps and toxicity hiding
beneath the surface.

The dumping started from 1976, as per the
National Green Tribunal (NGT). But it was
scattered and in di�erent districts at di�erent
points of time. 

The earliest, largest chromium dump came up
around 1976 in Rania, Kanpur Dehat, say NGT
reports. There were 62,225 metric tonnes of
chromium waste dumped there. It was removed
only about a year ago, following NGT orders and

missed deadlines. There is an NGT direction to
erect a boundary wall around it to minimise the
dust from �ying out, but the hazards remain.

Over the last �ve years, the government
collected blood samples of people living in the
a�ected areas. It was found that 73%-96% of the
samples had levels of hexavalent chromium
above safe limits, according to a 2025 government
report. But despite years of complaints and legal
intervention, the government’s e�orts to identify
contaminated areas, provide safe drinking water
and healthcare, and clean up toxic waste remain
slow and inadequate.

Sadly, many villages with contaminated
groundwater or chemical dumps are not even
part of the State government’s list of identi�ed
chromium-a�ected areas, indicating that the
actual a�ected area is even larger than what the
government has accepted so far and thousands
more people could be at risk.

Text by Nikhil M. Babu

Toxic water runs deep
Unchecked industrial waste pileup has a�ected at least three villages in Uttar Pradesh,

where yellow-coloured groundwater and patches of yellow-green top soil — indicators

of chromium contamination — has been reported in several areas

Shashi Shekhar Kashyap

shashi.shekhar@thehindu.co.in

X

Corroded health: A villager shows his damaged nails, attributing it to heavy metal

contamination in groundwater.

X

Stagnant hazard: Yellowish-green water in a trough near Chhiwali village in Uttar

Pradesh’s Fatehpur district.

X

Neighbourhood watch: A warning sign on toxic waste pileup painted on a wall near

Asifpur-Abhaypur village in Fatehpur.

X

A trail of slime: Chemical sludge seen at an open dump in Fatehpur district. Dumping of hazardous basic chromium sulphate over the years has eroded soil cover in many areas.

X

Sad plight: A woman seen using a handpump to draw what seems to be water loaded with highly toxic hexavalent

chromium at Shivnathpura village in Akbarpur tehsil of Kanpur Dehat district.
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Deep rot: Yellowish marks representing heavy metal contamination seen beneath the road surface near a bridge near Chhiwali village at

Fatehpur district.

X

Lethal legacy: The site of one of the oldest and largest chromium dumps at Rania in Kanpur Dehat district. The surface discolouration

bears witness to the chromium waste previously here.

X

Tainted tap: Discoloured water from a handpump near Chhiwali village in Fatehpur district. According to a 2025 government report, 73%

to 96% of blood samples from villagers showed high chromium levels.

X

Growing risk: The Ganga flows not very far from the villages that are su�ering from chromium contamination. Many villages with contaminated groundwater or chemical dumps are not even part of the State government’s list of a�ected areas.

X

Lurking beneath: A view of a well dumped with waste. Despite years of complaints and legal intervention, the government’s e�orts to

identify contaminated areas remain inadequate.
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