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IndiGo and Al are
opposed to entry
of Adani airline’

NEW DELHI

IndiGo and Air India have
opposed Adani Group’s
reported interest in entering
the airline business. The
conglomerate is learnt to have
approached the government to
remove cross-ownership
restrictions that currently limit
airline ownership in airports
and vice versa. » PAGE 12

Disputed shoal:
China ‘drives off”
Phillipine vessels

BEIJING

China said on Thursday it
tracked and drove away two
Philippine vessels it accused of
having “intruded into” waters
near the disputed Scarborough
Shoal despite warnings, the
week’s second incident in the
South China Sea to involve
both nations. A flashpoint,
Scarborough Shoal is claimed
by both the Philippines and
China, which calls it

“Huangyan Dao”. » PAGE 14

Ex-TDB chief held
in Sabarimala
missing gold case

KOLLAM

An SIT probing the Sabarimala
gold theft case arrested former
Travancore Devaswom Board
(TDB) president P.S. Prasanth
and former Board member A.
Ajikumar on Thursday. Officers
took Mr. Prasanth into custody
from his residence, while Mr.
Ajikumar was intercepted en
route to the capital. » PAGE 3

PM reaches out to students; Wangchuk ends fast

Activist, on hunger strike demanding Pradhan’s
resignation, ends fast in presence of 2 Ministers

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
ctivist Sonam
Wangchuk, who

was on a hunger
strike demanding the resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the NEET ir-
regularities, ended his fast
late on Thursday night.
The move came even as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in a late-night video
message posted on his X
and Instagram accounts,
promised that the govern-
ment would discuss NEET
paper leaks in Friday’s Ca-
binet meeting and will
bring a Bill in Parliament
next week. “More strict ac-
tions against paper leaks to
come in tomorrow’s Cabi-

net [meeting],” Mr. Modi
said in his post.

Mr. Wangchuk broke his
fast in the presence of two
Union Ministers, said Cher-
ring Dorjay Lakruk, co-
convener, Leh Apex Body.

He broke the fast on cer-
tain conditions with the go-
vernment giving written
assurance that cases
against students will be ta-
ken back, if they are not
violent, said Mr. Dorjay.
The government also said
that it would consider com-
pensation for families of
suicide victims, he said.

The developments
came shortly after the
Centre shifted Higher Edu-
cation Secretary Vineet
Joshi to the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj. Meanwhile, go-
vernment sources told The
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First sip: Sonam Wangchuk breaks his fast in the presence of Union
Ministers J.P. Nadda and Jitendra Singh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Hindu that CJP leaders may
meet Ministers J.P. Nadda
and Jitendra Singh on Fri-
day. A response from the
CJP on the meeting was
awaited.

The CJP had earlier
asked the Ministers to meet

the delegation at Jantar
Mantar or any other neu-
tral venue. Among the
changes in the Education
Department, Naresh Pal
Gangwar, who was serving
as the secretary in the Mi-
nistry of Animal Husban-

Modi in a late-night video message on X, says his
Cabinet will discuss NEET paper leak issue today
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No debate while
Pradhan stays in
office: Opposition

NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Thursday
refused the government’s offer
of a debate in Parliament on
the NEET paper leaks and other
irregularities, saying that any
discussion must be preceded
by the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. » PAGE 5

dry, has now been appoint-
ed Higher Education
Secretary. T.K. Anil Kumar,
an additional secretary in
the Ministry of Rural Deve-
lopment, has been brought
in as the School Education
Secretary, another post

which was held by Mr.
Joshi.

Earlier in the day, in his
first outreach to the protes-
ters three days after the
CJP-led march to Parlia-
ment, Mr. Modi an-
nounced the setting up of
fast-track courts to swiftly
handle cases of paper
leaks. He said the welfare
of the youth was the top
priority of his government
and asserted anyone trying
to harm their future will
not be spared. But the CJP
said the proposal did not
address the issue of ac-
countability or the resigna-
tion of Mr. Pradhan.

Following the PM’s an-
nouncement, the Delhi
High Court notified a desig-
nated court to deal with
criminal cases arising from

Centre transfers Higher Education Secretary
Vineet Joshi to the Ministry of Panchayati Raj

paper leaks as well as the
use of other unfair means
in public examinations.
The special court will func-
tion from the Rouse Ave-
nue Court Complex.
Earlier on Thursday, Mr.
Singh said that the Centre
had approached the CJP
for talks four times in the
past 24 hours. He said a
meeting can be held either
at Mr. Nadda’s official resi-
dence or office, adding
that Mr. Modi was “sensi-
tive” to the issue of the
paper leak and that “the
government was not sitting
on prestige”. The CJP has
also called for a nationwide
agitation on Friday.
(With PTI inputs)

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 &5
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floods of ‘an unimaginable scale’, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said. PTI (REPORT: PAGE 6)

Rowing on: People retrieve their belongings in flood-hit Sivasagar in Assam on Thursday. More than 9 lakh people have been affected by

U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

The United States and Sau-
di Arabia on Wednesday
announced a landmark
deal that would establish a
civilian nuclear pro-
gramme in the kingdom,
which U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said was con-
tingent on Riyadh norma-
lising relations with Israel.

The move comes as the
U.S. fights a war with Iran
that began in large part ov-
er concerns about Tehran’s
nuclear programme — still
a key point of contention in
now-stalled peace talks.

The deal is set to gener-
ate billions of dollars for
American companies and
is seen as a major win for
Iran’s long-time regional
rival, but critics fear it also
carries risks.

Washington has sought
in recent years to tie any
nuclear agreement and de-
fence pact to Saudi normal-
isation with Israel, and just
hours after the deal was
announced, Mr. Trump
took to social media to say
Riyadh must first meet that
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condition. The nuclear
deal “will be approved, but
is totally subject to Saudi
Arabia joining the very res-
pected and successful
Abraham Accords”, he
wrote.

Concern of enrichment
Critics have insisted the
deal — the text of which
was not immediately made
public — could precipitate
a nuclear race in a region
already battered by war.

One provision would
potentially see U.S. compa-
nies build a uranium en-
richment facility in Saudi
Arabia, the Wall Street
Journal reported.

The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment made no mention of
such a provision and did
not offer comment when
asked about it by AFP,
while Mr. Trump added in
his Truth Social post that:

“There will be no en-
richment of material!”

The deal will be submit-
ted to Congress for review,
but the Republican-con-
trolled legislature is unlike-
ly to block its
implementation.

Close allies: President Trump with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in Washington, in November last year. AP

U.S. lawmakers from
both parties and Israeli of-
ficials have previously
voiced opposition to such a
project over fears Saudi
Arabia could eventually
convert it to develop nu-
clear weapons.

“Trump claims his war
on Iran is about stopping
an authoritarian country
from enriching nuclear
fuel,” left-wing U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders wrote on X.

“Now he’s letting his
best friends in Saudi Ara-
bia — one of the most bru-
tal dictatorships in the
world — do exactly that.

This is absurd.”

‘Pact with safeguards’
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said that “any
agreement that we’re go-
ing to make with any coun-
try in the world on civil nu-
clear energy is going to be
one that will have safe-
guards in place to ensure
that it can’t be turned into
a weapons programme”.
Riyadh, like Tehran, has
long been adamant about
its right to pursue a civilian
nuclear programme. Last
year it signed a mutual de-
fence pact with nuclear-

armed Pakistan.

Policymakers have long
feared that if Iran pro-
duced a nuclear weapon,
the move would set off an
arms race across the Gulf.

U.S. Energy Secretary
Chris Wright dismissed
concerns about prolifera-
tion, insisting the deal was
in Washington’s economic
and strategic interest.

The U.S. has agreements
governing nuclear cooper-
ation with more than 50
countries.

Experts said such a deal
had been in the works for a
while, but some raised
concerns about the poten-
tial for uranium enrich-
ment on Saudi soil.

“It would be a mistake
to allow Saudi Arabia the
capability for enrichment,”
said Matthew Kroenig of
the Atlantic Council in
comments made before
the deal was formally an-
nounced. “Washington is
right to strengthen its rela-
tionship with Riyadh, but it
should not do so at the ex-
pense of its effective nu-
clear weapons nonprolifer-
ation standards.”

Houthi attacks on shipping
drive Brent crude past $100

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

In an escalation of the con-
flict in West Asia, the
Houthis, Iran’s allies in Ye-
men, said they attacked
two Saudi Arabia-flagged
tankers in the Red Sea on
Thursday, as part of a
blockade of Saudi Arabian
shipping.

According to Al Masirah,
the Houthis’ official televi-
sion channel, the attacks
on the Encelia and the Lay-
la took place early on July
23. Saudi Arabia’s official
Saudi Press Agency has
confirmed the projectile at-
tack on the Encelia, adding
that the crew is safe and
the vessel secured. The at-
tack on the Layla, a three
lakh-tonne Saudi-flagged
Very Large Crude Carrier
(VLCC), remains
unconfirmed.

Soon after the attacks
were reported, Brent
crude rates surged past
$100 a barrel, a 7% jump
over the previous day’s
close of around $94.

Escalating global crises
The escalation off the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait — the Red
Sea’s exit to the Arabian
Sea — comes with attacks
erupting in regions crucial
to India’s oil imports. After
constraints on the Strait of
Hormuz, Saudi Arabia had
been piping some 4 million
barrels of crude across the
country to be shipped out
through Yanbu — port city
on the Red Sea coast — lar-
gely to Asian markets, in-
cluding India.

Thursday’s attacks
comes close on the heels of
Ukraine targeting Russian
merchant ships, including
oil tankers, off the port of
Novorossiysk, a Russian ci-
ty on the Black Sea coast.

Ukraine has claimed
more than 180 hits on Rus-
sian ships in the Black Sea
in July. On July 17 and 19,
Russia attacked two ships
off Odesa, a Ukrainian port
on the Black Sea, killing
four Indian seafarers.

These attacks are erupt-

On the boil: The Bab el-Mandeb escalation has added to the crisis
in the Strait of Hormuz. FILE PHOTO

Attacks erupting in
regions crucial to
India’s oil imports,
which are a little less
than 5 mbpd per day

ing in regions crucial to In-
dia’s oil imports.

Saudi Arabia currently
supplies around 0.4 mil-
lion barrels per day (mbpd)
to India, via Yanbu and Bab
al-Mandab. India’s crude
oil imports are a little less
than 5 mbpd.

“A disruption may mean
cargoes may need to be re-
routed via the Suez Canal,
into the Mediterranean
and around Africa, but that
will take much longer and
come with higher freight
costs,” says Pankaj Srivas-
tava, a senior vice presi-
dent at Rystad Energy.

Mr. Srivastava says India
imported 2.25 mbpd of
Russian crude in June, with
nearly 0.7 mbpd originat-
ing from Novorossiysk.

“If the disruption per-
sists or infrastructure dam-
age is more extensive, In-
dia could face additional
pressure in securing re-
placement crude vol-
umes,” he says, adding that
the immediate impact is
likely to remain
manageable.

Since the Houthi hijack-
ing of the car carrier Ga-
laxy Leader in November
2023, ship traffic across the
Suez Canal had plummet-
ed. It picked up in January
this year, however, and
surged in March, as Yanbu
became an alternative to
the Strait of Hormuz.

The Houthis have cited
Saudi Arabia’s “blockade
of supplies” and the attack
on Sanaa international air-
port in Yemen on July 13 as
reasons for their blockade.

Reuters has, however,
reported that Iran is inspir-
ing the Houthi blockade of
Saudi oil-carrying ships.

Shipping industry
sources say insurance rates
climbed 10 to 15 times as
soon as the Houthis an-
nounced their blockade on
July 20, nearly matching
rates for the Strait of
Hormuz.

‘India more resilient’
Meanwhile, the U.S.-based
think tank, Institute for the
Study of War, said that at
least seven vessels have al-
ready diverted their routes
to avoid the Bab al-Mandab
Strait as a consequence of
the tanker attacks.

Erik Grundt, Rystad
Energy’s senior market
analyst, says: “In sailing-
time terms, the detour
through the Suez Canal
and around Africa stretch-
es the Yanbu-to-India (west
coast) voyage from about
eight days to nearly 39
days.” Compounding this,
VLCCs are too large to tran-
sit the Suez Canal fully
loaded, so they must par-
tially offload at Ain Sukhna
and reload at Sidi Kerir on
the Mediterranean side,
adding time and
complexity.

Mr. Srivastava says In-
dia, is now more resilient,
having diversified its crude
sources, which now in-
clude African nations, Bra-
zil, Guyana, and the U.S..
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Activist ends fast against Ken,

Betwa linking after 18 days

Activist Amit Bhatnagar, who had been on a
hunger strike against the Ken-Betwa river linking
project for 18 days, suspended his fast on
Thursday after the government’s assurance to
include the people left out from the
rehabilitation process. After breaking his fast, Mr.
Bhatnagar said that he took the decision as
several tribal women who had been part of the
protest had also stopped eating since July 19
when the police forcibly took him to a hospital
and dismantled the demonstration site on the
banks of Barana river in Kupi village of Madhya

Pradesh’s Chhatarpur district.

Man arrested for sending hoax

bomb threat to Ajmer court

A 40-year-old man has been arrested from
Gujarat for allegedly sending a hoax bomb threat
email to the District and Sessions Court in
Rajasthan’s Ajmer, police said on Thursday. The
accused allegedly sent the threat to the court’s
official email ID through a fake email account,
claiming that the court premises would be blown
up. Ajmer SP Harsh Vardhan Agarwala said the
email was received on the court’s official email
address on July 17. Based on technical analysis,
the cyber cell identified and arrested the
accused, Hardik Patel (40), a resident of Prabhas
Patan in Gir Somnath, Mr. Agarwala said. em

SC to hear Goa Congress
leader’s petition against
defection of MLAS to BJP

The 2022 defections took NDAs majority of 25 in the Assembly to 33, Congress was left with three

MLAs; the move to join BJP had come at a time when Rahul was leading the Bharat Jodo Yatra

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Thursday
agreed to hear a

plea challenging a decision
of the Goa Assembly Speak-
er rejecting a petition by
the Congress for disqualifi-
cation of eight of its MLAs
who defected to the ruling
BJP in 2022.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and V. Mohana admit-
ted the appeal filed by Con-
gress leader Girish
Chodankar over the defec-
tion of the eight MLAs.

“Is there any conflict of
opinion between the High
Courts,” the CJI asked while
admitting the plea for final
hearing.

“Post the plea for final
hearing before a three-
judge Bench,” he said.

At the outset, the coun-
sel for the Congress leader
said that 11 MLAs, who
were elected on the party’s
symbol, went away and
merged with BJP. Senior ad-

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant with eight Congress MLAs who

joined the ruling BJP in 2022. FILE PHOTO

vocate Mukul Rohatgi said
that according to the 10th
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, if two-thirds of the le-
gislature party merged
with another party then it
amounted to merger of pol-
itical parties also.

Call for urgent hearing
Mr. Rohatgi said the matter
needed urgent hearing as
the term of this Assembly
will also get over.

Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta appeared for the of-
fice of the Speaker.

The eight MLAs form
two-thirds of the Congress
legislative wing, which
meets a provision in the an-
ti-defection law that allows
a split in such cases with-
out the members needing
to resign and contest
elections.

The defections took the
NDA’s majority of 25 (20
BJP MLAs, MGP 2, Indepen-
dents 3) in the Goa As-

In December 2024,
the top court had
refused to entertain
the petition against
Speaker’s decision to
reject disqualification

sembly to 33. The Congress
was left with three MLAs
and the Goa Forward Party
has one. There are two AAP
MLAs and one from the Re-
volutionary Goans Party in
the Assembly.

The Congress MLAS’
move to join the BJP had
come at a time when Rahul
Gandhi was leading the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Earlier in December
2024, the top court had re-
fused to entertain the plea
against the Speaker’s deci-
sion rejecting a disqualifi-
cation petition of the Con-
gress against the defection.

Observing it will not “be-
come the court of first ap-
peal”, the Bench had asked
Mr. Chodankar to move the
Goa Bench of the Bombay
High Court and challenge
the Speaker’s decision.

Man dies days after
arrest in TN., family
says custodial torture

The Hindu Bureau
THOOTHUKUDI

Arunachalam, 24, of Amud-
ha Nagar, who was arrested
by the Thoothukudi South
police last Friday, died at
the Thoothukudi Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital in the early hours of
Thursday. His family mem-
bers alleged that he died of
custodial torture, but the
police denied the charge.

Last week, Sabari Var-
man, an inmate of the Na-
gercoil prison, died in the
jail, triggering allegations of
custodial torture.

The police said Aruna-
chalam was arrested for il-
legally selling liquor bot-
tles, and 120 bottles were
seized from him.He was re-
leased on station bail on
Friday night. But he was ad-
mitted to the hospital on
the same day by his family,
the police said.

His family members
staged a protest in front of
the hospital, alleging that
Arunachalam had sus-
tained head injuries owing
to custodial torture. They
demanded an investigation
into the circumstances
leading to his death.

A video circulated on so-
cial media showed Aruna-
chalam lying on a hospital
bed and alleging that he
was assaulted by three pol-

Police said while he
was conversing
normally with other
inmates, he collapsed

in the lock-up

ice personnel. He said the
police struck him on the
head.

Police deny allegation
However, in a press release,
the Thoothukudi district
police said that after his ar-
rest, Arunachalam was ta-
ken to the hospital at 5.50
p-m. for a detailed exami-
nation. “After the check-up,
the attending doctor certi-
fied his fitness and noted
that he had no external in-
juries,” the release said. Af-
ter the examination, he was
brought back to the police
station to complete the for-
malities and kept in the sta-
tion lock-up along with oth-
er inmates.

The police said that
while he was conversing
normally with other in-
mates, he collapsed in the
lock-up. As his condition
appeared normal thereaf-
ter, he was released on sta-
tion bail and sent with his
relatives.

The police statement
said his relatives later in-
formed that he had again
collapsed near the hospital
and was admitted.

Topping the charts, Odisha
govt. plans new policy to curb

tra

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Having recorded the high-
est number of human traf-
ficking victims in India for
four consecutive years, Od-
isha has now proposed a
new State policy, Nutana
Sakala (New Dawn), to
curb the practice through
measures ranging from
community-based preven-
tion to confiscation of as-
sets linked to trafficking
networks.

Draft copy circulated

The draft copy of the poli-
cy being prepared by Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Department has
been circulated among top
police brass, including Di-
rector General of Police,
DG (Crime Branch) and Ad-
dition DG (Crime Against
Women and Child Wing),
for their opinion. The poli-
cy has adopted best prac-

The State recorded
Zero convictions in
2021 despite 707
survivors identified
and 65 traffickers
arrested

tices from other States and
abroad.

“Nutana Sakala is Od-
isha’s unified policy frame-
work for addressing all
forms of trafficking relating
to women and girls. The
framework is built on four
pillars such as prevention,
protection, prosecution,
and partnership to ensure
a comprehensive and coor-
dinated response,” says the
draft policy.

Grave statistics

The radical measures
come against grave statis-
tics. The total number of
humans trafficked from
Odisha as per National
Crime Records Bureau

1cking of women and girls

(NCRB) was 1,475 (2021),
1,120 (2022), 1,305 (2023)
and 1,039 (2024) as against
an annual national average
of 6,158 during this period.

Vulnerable factors lead-
ing to trafficking include
83.3% rural population
with limited access to for-
mal markets and social
protection (Census 2011),
22.85% Scheduled Tribe
population, disproportion-
ately represented among
trafficking victims due to
poverty, social exclusion,
limited legal literacy, fe-
male literacy at 64% vs 82%
male and over 20 lakh sea-
sonal migrant workers an-
nually who are particularly
vulnerable.

The State recorded zero
convictions in 2021 despite
707 survivors identified
and 65 traffickers arrested
while only 182 of 298 ar-
rested persons were char-
gesheeted in 2023 with 61%
chargesheeting rate.

Arrested DMK MLA
moves HC challenging
judicial remand order

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

DMK MLA from Vilathiku-
lam G.JV. Markandayan,
who was arrested for hav-
ing stated that his party’s
legislators would “break
the bones” of Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay in the
Assembly, has approached
the Madras High Court,
challenging his judicial re-
mand order.

Justice G.K. Ilanthiraiyan
on Thursday adjourned the
hearing of the petition to
Monday, after hearing pre-
liminary submissions made
by senior counsel P. Wil-
son, appearing for the peti-
tioner, and State Public
Prosecutor R. John Sath-
yan, appearing for the
Thoothukudi District
Crime Branch (DCB) Police,
who had arrested the MLA
on July 20.

While Mr. Wilson argued
that the Thoothukudi judi-
cial magistrate had failed to

appreciate the principles
laid down by the Supreme
Court on arrests in cases in-
volving a maximum pun-
ishment of seven years of
imprisonment, Mr. Sathyan
sought time till Monday to
obtain instructions from
the Thoothukudi DCB.

Petition transferred
Though the petition to set
aside the remand order
and grant bail to the MLA
was filed before the Madu-
rai Bench of the High
Court, it was transferred to
the principal seat in Chen-
nai, since all cases related
to MPs and MLAs would
have to be listed only be-
fore the portfolio judge
here.

In his petition, the MLA
had contended that the re-
mand order was liable to
be set aside as it had been
passed without taking into
consideration whether the
arrest was necessary in the
present case.

Elected rural and municipal
representatives in Bengal now
barred from issuing certificates

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Citing widespread irregu-
larities in the issuing of
birth and death certificates
in West Bengal during the
previous regime, State
Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal on Thursday said
that elected representa-
tives in panchayats and
municipalities will no lon-
ger be allowed to issue
these documents.

On the same day, police
raids were carried out at
multiple local body offices
across the State, including
in Kolkata, as part of a
probe into such irregulari-
ties. Most of the civic bo-
dies in the State are still ad-
ministered by Trinamool
Congress representatives.

Only designated govern-
ment officials would be
authorised to issue birth
and death certificates, Mr.
Agarwal said, removing
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State Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal said only designated
government officials would be
authorised to issue certificates.
ISTOCKPHOTOS/GETTY IMAGES

the power from all elected
public  representatives.
“During the SIR, many er-
rors and irregularities were
detected. The police have
also received many com-
plaints. Fake birth certifi-
cates have been found in
many places,” the Chief Se-
cretary said, adding that
the complaints were re-
ceived after the Assembly
election held earlier this
year.

Mr. Agarwal, who

served as the State’s Chief
Electoral Officer during the
election, said that if
anyone has knowingly and
“deliberately committed
fraud, they will not be
spared”.

Police raids

Police teams conducted
searches at municipalities
and corporations in several
districts of the State on
Thursday as part of an in-
vestigation into irregulari-
ties in the issuance of birth
and death certificates.
Searches were conducted
in Kolkata, Birbhum,
Cooch Behar, Paschim
Bardhaman, Purba Bard-
haman, Hooghly, North 24
Parganas, and South 24
Parganas districts.

The government is also
in the process of bringing
in legislation to curb the fi-
nancial powers of elected
representatives at pan-
chayats and municipalities.

Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

In the higher reaches of the
Himalayas, an agricultural
initiative is helping bring
one of the region’s most
prized medicinal plants
back from the brink of ex-
tinction. Decades of des-
tructive wild harvesting
pushed Picrorhiza kurroa,
known locally as Kutki, a
herb used in medicinal for-
mulations, onto the Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List. Now, a sustaina-
ble cultivation model
adopted by farmers in Hi-
machal Pradesh’s Mandi
district is showing promis-
ing signs of conserving the
species while boosting the
rural mountain economy.
For years, harvesting
Kutki, the high-value medi-
cinal herb native to the al-
pine and sub-alpine re-
gions (2,700-4,500 metres)

of the Himalayas, meant
uprooting the plant entire-
ly. Researchers at the Hi-
malayan Research Group
(HRG), a Department of
Science and Technology
Core Support Group under
the Programme of Science
for Equity Empowerment
and Development (SEED)
Division, spent more than a
decade developing and de-
monstrating an alternative
method. Farmers now har-
vest only the plant’s side
“stolons”, leaving the
mother plant intact to con-
tinue producing for years,

making the  practice
sustainable.
From wild to fields

What started as a research
project under the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology’s
Himalayan  Bioresource
Mission in 2022 has grown
into the largest private-land
cultivation cluster of this
endangered species, now

}

Farmers busy in a ‘Kutki’ field in Mandi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

spanning nearly 180 farm-
ers across Mandi district.
“Our initiative is aimed
at promoting sustainable
cultivation of this high-va-
lue medicinal plant. This
species was collected from
the natural habitat in a des-
tructive way of uprooting
the plant. There was myth
that still exists that the root
of this plant is a drug and is
sold in the market. But
technically, it is a side

'*'-‘-i“i' X 5 -

branch which creeps on
the soil and possesses
nodes and is a type of stem
and technically called a
‘stolon’. Roots are fibrous
and possess no medicinal
contents and after drying,
only these stolons are col-
lected for marketing. HRG
worked extensively to de-
velop sustainable harvest-
ing techniques and has de-
monstrated successfully in
the field that Kutki planta-

tion can be a perennial
plantation for life,” said Lal
Singh, Director, HRG,
based in Shimla.

Kutki is currently cate-
gorised as an Endangered
species on the IUCN Red
List, with several regional
conservation assessments
identifying it among the
most threatened medicinal
plants in the Himalayan re-
gion. Recognising the
threat posed by interna-
tional trade, it was includ-
ed in Appendix II of the
Convention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES).

This listing permits in-
ternational trade only un-
der regulated conditions
and requires export per-
mits to ensure that trade
does not adversely affect
wild populations.

For 70-year-old Narad
Ram, a horticulturist from
Manjha village in Mandi

district, scientific cultiva-
tion has become a wel-
come source of additional
income.

‘Beneficial method’

“I started planting Kutki in
my farmland about 4-5
years ago. Before that, I
used to collect it from the
wild for self consumption.
It is disappearing from the
forests due to multiple rea-
sons. Now I grow and har-
vest it in my field scientifi-
cally. Earlier, I used to
pluck the whole plant, but
now I harvest it with the
‘stolon” method. They
grow further from there,
they keep expanding for-
ward and roots sprout from
them. This method is be-
neficial. I have been selling
it through HRG and earning
around %15,000-316,000
annually by producing
about 5-6 kilograms of
dried herb,” Mr. Ram told
The Hindu.

Forest fires: SC sets
aside HC’s 2016 order
to revisit directions

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday set aside a 2016
order of the Uttarakhand
High Court, which passed a
slew of directions, includ-
ing on controlling and pre-
venting forest fires, and re-
mitted the matter back for
consideration.

Observing that issues re-
lated to forest fires require
“constant monitoring”, the
apex court said the juris-
dictional High Court was
better equipped to deal
with it.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V. Moha-
na noted that the apex
court in March 2017 stayed
the operation of the High

Court’s order passed in De-
cember 2016. The direc-
tions issued in the 2016 or-
der ought to be revisited by
the High Court, especially
when nearly a decade has
passed and, apparently,
there have been substantial
changes at the ground level
with the passage of time,
the Bench noted.

‘Constant monitoring’
“It further appears to us
that forest fires require
constant monitoring by the
jurisdictional High Court,
which is better equipped as
compared to us,” it said.

The top court passed the
order while hearing two
petitions, including an ap-
peal by the Uttarakhand
government against the
High Court order.
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Kerala suspends ADGP Ajith

Kumar over probe tampering

The Kerala government on Thursday decided to
suspend Additional Director General of Police
(ADGP) M.R. Ajith Kumar over allegations that he
interfered in the investigation into the assault on
Youth Congress workers by former Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan’s security detail in Alappuzha in
2023. The suspension move follows the
submission of a detailed inquiry report which
indicated Mr. Kumar’s involvement in attempts to
influence the course of the investigation.

Cases booked against 249

guest lecturers in Bengaluru

The Department of Collegiate Education in
Bengaluru has ordered the registration of
criminal cases against 249 teachers who got
placed as guest faculty in government first grade
colleges by submitting fake/invalid PhD
certificates in the year 2025-26. The State
government recruited about 10,000 guest faculty
though an online counselling process in 2025-26.
The order blacklists these candidates
permanently for the years to come as well.

Police constable dies by

suicide in Telangana

A police constable posted at the Telangana
Director General of Police (DGP)’s Office in
Lakdikapul died after allegedly shooting himself
of Thursday. Upon receiving the information, the
Saifabad police shifted the body for post-mortem
examination. A case was booked and further
investigation is under way to ascertain the
circumstances that led to the incident.

(People in distress can call Tele MANAS helpline

14416 or 1800-891-4416)

Ex-TDB chief Prasanth held
in Sabarimala gold theft case

He and former Board member A. Ajikumar remanded in judicial custody for 13 days; Prasanth, six

others implicated in illegally transporting gold-plated panels from the temple to Chennai in 2025

The Hindu Bureau
KOLLAM

Special Investiga-
Ation Team (SIT)
probing the Sabari-

mala gold theft case arrest-
ed former Travancore De-
vaswom Board (TDB)
president P.S. Prasanth
and former Board member
A. Ajikumar on Thursday.

Officers took Mr. Pra-
santh into custody from his
residence in Enikkara, Thi-
ruvananthapuram, while
Mr. Ajikumar, a native of
Kayamkulam, was inter-
cepted en route to the cap-
ital.

The two accused were
remanded in judicial custo-

o

Former TDB president P.S. Prashanth (right) and former member A.
Ajikumar being taken for medical tests on Thursday. C. SURESHKUMAR

dy for 13 days at the Poo-
jappura Central Jail.

The arrests follow a re-
cent ultimatum from the
Kerala High Court direct-
ing the SIT to submit its fi-
nal chargesheet by the end
of this month.

Mr. Prasanth, a former
Congress leader who later
joined the CPI(M), was ap-
pointed devaswom board
president following his
party switch, while Mr. Aji-
kumar represented the CPI
on the board.

According to the SIT’s
report submitted to the
High Court last month, Mr.
Prasanth and six others
were implicated in illegally
transporting  gold-plated
panels from the Sabarima-
la Sreekovil’s (sanctum
sanctorum) Dwarapalaka
(guardian deity) sculptures
to Chennai in 2025.

Investigators uncovered
that this illegal transport
was a cover-up intended to
conceal an earlier gold
theft and financial irregu-
larities dating back to 2019.

The SIT maintains that it
has gathered compelling
evidence establishing the
involvement of the ac-
cused in serious offences.

Centre asks Telangana
to return 354.22 crore

B. Chandrashekhar
HYDERABAD

The Directorate of Moni-
toring and Appraisal under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti
(Mo]JS) has asked the Telan-
gana government (Irriga-
tion Department) to return
the Central Assistance of
336.34 crore along with in-
terest released, under the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojana (PMKSY) for
nine ongoing projects. The
amount including interest
totals ¥54.22 crore.

In a letter, Director of

M&A noted that the Telan-
gana government had writ-
ten to it in July 2023 for
dropping the proposals
submitted for 11 projects in
the past and adjust the cen-
tral assistance release to
nine other projects.

Converted to loan

The M&A Director pointed
out that in case the State
government fails to com-
plete the projects as per ti-
meline mentioned, the
funds released be convert-
ed to loan to the State
government.

KPSC recruitment
exam under scanner

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Amidst allegations of nepo-
tism and malpractice by
the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC)
chairman, who has been
suspended by the Gover-
nor for the same, the Com-
mission is in the eye of the
storm again over alleged
corruption in recruitment
exam.

Hundreds of candidates
who appeared for the re-
cruitment of Veterinary Of-
ficer posts gathered in

front of the Vidhana Soud-
ha Police Station in Benga-
luru on Thursday and sub-
mitted a complaint.

In the complaint sub-
mitted to the police, aspi-
rants have made allega-
tions against the
now-suspended KPSC
chairman illegally benefit-
ing his daughters, a candi-
date related to a top official
of KPSC figures in the final
list. The candidate who
failed in the veterinary
course and is a repeater se-
cured a high score in the
KPSC exam, they alleged.

Transport Minister C.P. John during the launch ceremony of the
‘pink bus’ in Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday. JAYAMOHAN A.

Kerala govt. launches
women-only ‘pink
bus’ in Capital city

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The State government
launched the women-only
‘pink bus’ service intro-
duced by the Kerala State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC), at the Thiru-
vananthapuram Central
depot on Thursday, as part
of the government’s 100-
day action plan.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the State-level roll-
out of the initiative, Tran-
sport Minister C.P. John
said the project is being im-
plemented with the aim of
ensuring safe and comfor-
table travel for working
women. The government’s
goal is to create an environ-
ment where women can
travel freely.

Pink bus services will
operate at 8 p.m. and 10
p.m. to ensure safety dur-
ing night travel for women
working in places includ-
ing Technopark.

The project will be ex-
tended to other districts
soon, and the routes and
timings will be determined
after assessing the require-
ments of the passengers,

said the Minister.

In addition to night ser-
vices, the pink buses will
ply during the day as well.
The Minister said that pink
bus services have been ar-
ranged in the morning to
ensure safe travel to the
medical college for women
arriving by train, mothers
travelling with small chil-
dren, and patients.

‘No basis for fear’
Stating that the KSRTC is
doing exemplary work in
promoting the use of pu-
blic transport, the Minister
said it has gained strong
trust and acceptance
among the people, which
has increased the confi-
dence and pride of the em-
ployees.

Mr. John added that
there is no basis for the
fear that the salaries of the
employees would be affect-
ed in the name of imple-
menting the free travel
scheme.

To ensure the punctuali-
ty of services and increase
revenue, an online reserva-
tion facility and the use of
electric buses in the future
are also being considered.

Detailed
probe needed
into Wayanad
debris slip,
says expert

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

C.P. Rajendran, geoscien-
tist, has said that a compre-
hensive probe is required
to find out the causes of
the debris slip at Kalladi
near the Anakkampoyil-
Kalladi-Meppadi  tunnel
road entrance in Wayanad,
Kerala, earlier this month.

Mr. Rajendran, one of
the members of the expert
team appointed by the
State government to look
into the various circum-
stances that led to the dis-
aster on July 7, was ad-
dressing the presspersons
after visiting the site on
Thursday afternoon. He
was accompanied by other
members of the team.

Mr. Rajendran added
that the team would exa-
mine in detail if unscientif-
ic construction works had
been taken up at Kalladi.
The team would visit the
Anakkampoyil entrance of
the tunnel road in Kozhi-
kode on Friday.

Causes of the tragedy
The team’s mandate in-
cludes finding the causes
of the tragedy, evaluating
the environmental appro-
vals given for the tunnel
road project by the Union
and State governments, ex-
amining the approvals by
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest, and Climate
Change, and also checking
if the company engaged in
construction had followed
all the guidelines.

P. Pugazhendi, Chief
Wildlife Warden; Vishnu-
das, environmental scien-
tist; Sarmistha Singh, hy-
drologist; Sreevalsa
Kolathayar, civil engineer-
ing expert are other mem-
bers of the panel.
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Safety shift

-
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Code change: A mechanised boat, featuring a blue hull, docked at the Visakhapatnam harbour on Thursday. The government has initiated

an effort to transition the hull colour code from blue to orange to enhance the easy identification of vessels during emergencies. v. RAJU

A.P. Cabinet clears security
plan for Pushkaram festival

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Cabi-
net on Thursday approved
a series of proposals aimed
at strengthening security
arrangements for the Go-
davari Pushkaralu-2027,
supporting handloom
workers, promoting indus-
trial development and ad-
vancing infrastructure pro-
jects across the State.
Information and Public
Relations (I&PR) Minister
Kolusu Parthasarathy said
that the Cabinet cleared a
proposal to extend the go-
vernment guarantee for a
3300-crore term loan to
the Andhra Pradesh State

Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation (AP
MARKFED).

The Cabinet approved
50 crore for security and
crowd management arran-

Naidu chairs a Cabinet meeting
at the Secretariat on Thursday.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gements for the Godavari
Pushkaralu scheduled to
be held in June-July 2027.
The Cabinet also ap-
proved the implementa-
tion of the Nethannala Se-
valo scheme to provide
financial assistance to han-
dloom workers. Under the
scheme, eligible handloom
worker families below the
poverty line will receive

325,000 annually.

As part of efforts to at-
tract investments and pro-
mote clean energy, the Ca-
binet cleared several
proposals relating to re-
newable energy projects
and infrastructure deve-
lopment. Land-related ap-
provals were given for
energy, tourism and indus-
trial projects.

The Cabinet approved
the framework for imple-
menting the Centre’s Bha-
rat Audyogik Vikas Yojana
(BHAVYA) in Andhra Pra-
desh. The Cabinet also ap-
proved measures to facili-
tate aerospace and aviation
infrastructure  develop-
ment, healthcare expan-
sion and revival of a closed
engineering  institution
through Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University-
Anantapur, the Minister
said.

Kerala dental student
death case: prime
accused surrenders

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

M.K. Ram, prime accused
in the death of Kannur
Dental College student Ni-
tin Raj, surrendered before
the Crime Branch on
Thursday after the Thalas-
sery SC/ST special court
permitted his re-arrest on
Wednesday.

He was questioned and
subjected to medical ex-
amination at Kannur Dis-
trict Hospital and pro-
duced before the Principal
Sessions Court, Thalas-

sery, which remanded him
in judicial custody for 14
days in Kannur Sub Jail.

The Crime Branch is ex-
pected to move the court
on Friday seeking Dr.
Ram’s custody for further
interrogation.

During questioning, Dr.
Ram denied subjecting
Nithin Raj to mental ha-
rassment or making caste-
based remarks, according
to the investigating team.

Dr. Ram, former head of
the Department of Oral
Pathology at Kannur Den-
tal College, Anjarakandy,
has been charged with
abetment to suicide and of-
fences under the Sche-
duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act.

Bengaluru
falls behind in
electoral roll
digitisation

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Despite being the coun-
try’s IT hub, Bengaluru is
lagging behind several dis-
tricts in the digitisation of
Enumeration Forms under
the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision of electoral
rolls.

The Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer has de-
ployed four senior officers
to monitor digitisation,
identify bottlenecks and
support district election of-
ficials in improving the
pace of the exercise in the
Greater Bengaluru Author-
ity region, as per sources.

Aadhaar verification for Tatkal not
violative of privacy rights: Kerala HC

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Aadhaar authentication re-
quired for Tatkal train tick-
eting system does not vio-
late the Right to Privacy of
a user, said Kerala High
Court on Thursday.

The Division Bench of
Chief Justice Soumen Sen
and Justice V.M. Syam Ku-
mar was considering a pu-
blic interest litigation peti-
tion challenging the
requirement of Aadhaar-
based OTP authentication
in the Tatkal ticketing sys-
tem introduced by the Mi-
nistry of Railways.

The court observed that
the authentication is op-
tional and there is no com-

As per the Ministry, rationale behind the policy is to ensure that only

genuine individual users can access the Tatkal booking system.

pulsion to share the Aad-
haar details for ticket
purchases online through
the Indian Railways Cater-
ing and Tourism Corpora-
tion website. It noted that
the requirement for auth-

entication for Tatkal tickets
was justified based on ex-
periences of alleged deceit,
manipulation and bulk
booking, which denied ac-
cess to the ticketing system
for genuine users.

The Ministry of Rail-
ways, Centre for Railway
Information System, and
IRCTC filed their state-
ments, which explained
that the rationale behind
the policy is to ensure that
only genuine individual us-
ers can access the Tatkal
booking system.

The provision is intend-
ed to prevent the bulk
booking of tickets by touts,
syndicates, and automated
software.

The court suggested
that the PAN card could be
alternatively used for such
verification, since there is
OTP generation linked to
PAN details and it would
produce similar results to
Aadhaar verification.
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15 of 39 posts in NTA
are vacant, Centre
informs Rajya Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Fifteen of the 39 posts
created by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) re-
main vacant, Union Minis-
ter of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar stated
in Rajya Sabha.

At present, the Union
Education Ministry’s ex-
am-conducting body has
24 employees, all of whom
have been appointed on
deputation from various
institutions, Mr. Majumdar
stated in a written reply on
Wednesday to a question
raised by CPI(M) MP V. Si-
vadasan.

According to the reply,
the NTA relies heavily on
external hiring, engaging
73 officials on contract —
including a general manag-
er of communication, se-
nior advisors, and consul-
tants — alongside 124
outsourced personnel co-
vering roles like data analy-
sis, legal support, and
housekeeping.

Tied to deputation
To strengthen operations,
16 posts (director and joint
director levels) have been
created under the Central
Staffing Scheme, but ap-
pointments remain tied to
deputation arrangements
rather than permanent
staff recruitment.

“The NTA is responsible
for conducting high-stakes

Sukahta Majumdar

university entrance, medi-
cal, engineering, and fel-
lowship examinations.
Running such a critical
centralised body without a
single dedicated, perma-
nent cadre is a massive ad-
ministrative failure that di-
rectly impacts students,”
Mr. Sivadasan said in a pu-
blic statement.

Since its inception in
2018, the NTA — designed
as a self-sustained autono-
mous organisation — has
conducted 270 examina-
tions catering to over 6.6
crore students. In 2026
alone, 65 lakh students
have registered for various
examinations, the Rajya
Sabha reply said.

“Despite this enormous
scale, the agency has faced
intense criticism over pap-
er leaks and test cancella-
tions, including the high-
profile mismanagement
seen in exams like NEET
and UGC-NET,” Mr. Sivada-
san said.

Protests over paper leak intensify in States

Student outfits, civil society groups, and political parties hit the streets demanding resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan;

protest marches turn confrontational in several districts of Kerala; police stop protesters in A.P; security personnel resort to baton-charge in Bihar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hat began as a
w protest at Jan-
tar Mantar

against the paper leak in
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) over
a month ago snowballed
into a nationwide agitation
on Thursday, with student
outfits, civil society groups
and political parties hitting
the streets and demanding
the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, while
criticising the police crack-
down on protesters in
Delhi.

In Chennai, the protests
sought the scrapping of
NEET. Amid the ongoing
agitation by the Cockroach
Janta Party-Tamil Nadu
and the All India Student
Federation (AISF) at the
Communist Party of India
office, a demonstration
was also organised by the
Neelam Student Move-
ment. The Democratic
Youth Federation of India,
the Student Federation of
India (SFI), and over 500
students of New College at
Royapettah in the heart of
the city joined the cause.

Across Kerala, the SFI
took out protest marches
that turned confrontation-
al in several districts as pol-
ice used water cannon and
tear gas to disperse the
crowds. Marches were

Students staging a protest in Bhopal on Thursday demanding the resignation of Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and, right, police
use water cannons to disperse activists of Students Federation of India protesting in Thiruvananthapuram. A.M. FARUQUI; NIRMAL HARINDRAN

held in Kochi, Pathanam-
thitta, Alappuzha, Thris-
sur, Palakkad and Kannur,
while protesters clashed
with police in Kasaragod
and faced water cannon in
Palakkad and Kannur.

‘Chalo Lok Bhavan’

The “Chalo Lok Bhavan”
protest organised by stu-
dent and youth organisa-
tions in Andhra Pradesh
turned tense after the pol-
ice stopped them midway.
They said Friday’s pro-
posed educational institu-
tions’ bandh would be in-
tensified and the agitation
would continue in phases
until the Education Minis-
ter resigned.

In Uttar Pradesh’s Luck-
now, Bhim Army activists
tried to march towards the
Governor’s residence,

clashed with the police
when stopped, and were
detained. The Sanyukt
Chhatra Manch organised
a march in Prayagraj, lead-
ing to a brief face-off with
the police. Protests were
also held in Ghazipur, Va-

ranasi, Ballia, and
Azamgarh.
The Aam Aadmi Party’s

Chandigarh unit extended
support to activist Sonam
Wangchuk and demanded
Mr. Pradhan’s resignation.
Party workers and social
activists in Mandi, Hima-
chal Pradesh, criticised the
police action in Delhi.
Besides, the student agi-
tation in Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore gathered momen-
tum as more students,
teachers and parents
joined in solidarity with
the Delhi protests, leading

to a heavy police deploy-
ment. Student groups ex-
pressed their grievances in
Bhopal. Hundreds of work-
ing professionals, organisa-
tions such as the Dalit
Sangharsha Samithi and
the All India Students’ As-
sociation (AISA), gathered
in Karnataka’s Bengaluru
to voice their anguish.

The Delhi protests also
resonated in the northeast-
ern States. In Assam, stu-
dents’ organisations, in-
cluding the All Assam
Students’ Union, the All
Assam Minority Students’
Union, and the All Assam
Tribal Students’ Union
came together.

Students, activists, and
political leaders sought
education reforms in Gu-
wahati, where the protest
was organised under the

CJP. Rallies were taken out
in Arunachal Pradesh’s Ita-
nagar, Shillong in Megha-
laya, and Mizoram’s Ai-
zawl. Meanwhile, the BJP
Assam unit organised a
counter-protest in Guwa-
hati against the Congress’s
sit-in outside the Prime Mi-
nister’s residence in Delhi.

Several cases

In Bihar, the police lodged
several cases against over
600 unidentified protes-
ters for vandalising public
property and Wednesday’s
protest march in which
several police personnel
were injured. Over 40 stu-
dents were detained in
Patna.

Security personnel re-
sorted to baton charge
against stone-pelters in Ka-
tihar and Begusarai. Prot-

ests were also organised in
Bhagalpur and Darbhanga
districts, and marches ta-
ken out in Patna, Munger,
Sheikhpura and Vaishali.
In Patna, members of AISA
and the All India Progres-
sive Women’s Association
(AIPWA) extended support
to those gathered at Jantar
Mantar.

The Jan Sangharsh
Manch Haryana and the
Students’ Organisation for
Socialist Democracy acti-
vists took to the streets in
Haryana’s  Kurukshetra.
Leaders of all major Khap
Panchayats in the district
came together and in Jind,
the district bar association
suspended work for a day
in support.

Chhattisgarh’s  capital
Raipur saw the police
booking nearly a dozen
Congress workers under
non-bailable provisions.

The Biju Janata Dal’s
(BJD) youth wing staged a
demonstration in Odisha,
where all the Opposition
parties have intensified
their agitation along with
students’ outfits. In Maha-
rashtra, the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) saw chaotic scenes
with Opposition parties de-
manding a discussion on
the police action against
agitators in Delhi.

Various students’ wings,
such as AISA and SFI, or-
ganised rallies in several lo-
calities of Kolkata.

Delhi Police,
Centre silent
on use of force
on protesters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three days since videos of
police using disproportion-
ate force against unarmed
men and women during
the July 20 march to Parlia-
ment emerged on social
media, the Delhi Police
and the Union Home Mi-
nistry are yet to issue a
statement or clarify their
position.

Though Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday that “a series of
steps for safeguarding the
interests of students” were
being taken, there was no
assurance from the Centre
on probing the “police ex-
cesses” against the protes-
ters. The Delhi High Court
has sought responses from
the Centre and Delhi Police
on PIL pleas alleging exces-
sive use of force against the
demonstrators.

Over two decades on, two CBI cases in
2003 CAT leak still pending in courts

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

More than two decades af-
ter the 2003 Common Ad-
mission Test (CAT) paper
leak, two Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) cases
against Ranjit Singh, alias
Ranjit “Don” — described
as an “education mafia” fi-
gure in some media re-
ports — remain pending be-
fore courts in Delhi and
Patna. The Patna case is at
the trial stage, while the
proceedings in the other
case are yet to reach that
point.

It was on November 22,
2003, that the Delhi Police
Crime Branch received a
tip-off about the CAT paper
leak and its sale, a day
ahead of the examination.
A police officer contacted
one intermediary, who
agreed to sell the paper.

Further investigation
led them to an examina-

The Patna case is at
the trial stage, while
proceedings in the
Delhi case are yet to
reach that point

tion candidate and they
found that those willing to
buy the solved question
paper were being taken to
a Mahipalpur hotel in
South-West Delhi. The pol-
ice were pursuing various
leads when they disco-
vered that the CBI had raid-
ed the place.

Based on its findings,
the police arrested several
accused persons. They al-
leged that Kumar Suman
Singh alias Ranjit, already
arrested by the CBI, was
the mastermind behind
the leak.

The 2003 CAT paper
leak led to the cancellation
of the examination. This
was the case which
brought Ranjit, who be-

longs to Bihar’s Nalanda
district, into national fo-
cus. As alleged by the
probe agency, he had
brought his associates to
Delhi for  arranging
candidates.

In the Delhi case, the
CBI submitted its chargesh-
eet in early 2004. The
agency stated that it initial-
ly received information
about the suspected roles
of Ranjit and his aides in
pilfering the paper and de-
livering it at the Mahipal-
pur hotel to the
candidates.

During a surprise check
at the hotel, the CBI alleg-
edly found Arun Kumar
Sinha, Ranjit and his other
aides in two rooms. Diffe-
rent sections of the ques-
tion paper were seized al-
legedly from Ranjit’s
possession. The agency al-
so recorded statements of
candidates, alleging that 32
lakh to ¥4 lakh were de-

manded from them.

The CAT 2003 paper
had been printed at the
IBPS press in Mumbai. The
CBI alleged that Arun and
Hari Shankar had visited
Mumbai on October 27,
2003, and met accused
Sanjeev Kumar, then a dai-
ly-wage worker at the
press, who handed over
the question paper to
Arun. A sum of 18 lakh
was allegedly paid to San-
jeev’s father Yogendra Pra-
sad and %3.25 lakh to him
in Mumbai.

Arun then took the help
of Mohammed Shahin for
solving the question paper,
as per the CBI, which char-
gesheeted Ranjit and sever-
al others. In this case, “ar-
gument on charge” started
in July 2019 before a Delhi
court and the further ne-
cessary proceedings are
under way.

The next date of hearing
is on July 28.

Mumbai policeman
threatens protesters;
investigation begins

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

The Mumbai Police on
Thursday ordered an in-
quiry and removed a poli-
ceman from his current
posting pending inquiry af-
ter a viral video was posted
by the Congress in which
the policeman, a driver
with the Mumbai Police, is
seen threatening protest-
ing students.

A delegation of Maha-
rashtra Congress led by its
president Harshawardhan
Sapkal met Maharashtra
Director- General of Police
Sadanand Date and Mum-
bai Police Commissioner
Deven Bharti, seeking ac-
tion against the person. In
a memorandum submitted
to the police, the Congress
also sought immediate re-
lease of the detained stu-
dents in Mumbai.

“IfIsee you around here

again, then it will not be
good for you. I will directly
plant 50 grams of powder.
Then your life is gone. You
won’t get bail. We are in
trouble because of you all.
Don’t come back,” the per-
son in uniform is seen tell-
ing two youth in the video.
The Hindu could not verify
the authenticity of the clip.

The conversation took
place in a vehicle, and the
policeman is seen on the
driver’s seat. The two
youth are seen recording
the video and laughing
about it.

Soon after the video
went viral on Thursday,
the police ordered an in-
quiry. “Mumbai Police has
ordered an inquiry and ac-
tion will be taken after ver-
ifying the facts. The driver
has been removed from
the place of his present
posting...,” an official of
Mumbai Police said.

Delhi HC to
hear PIL plea
for probe into
CJP protest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court

agreed to hear on Friday a
public interest litigation
(PIL) petition seeking an in-
vestigation into the Cock-
roach Janta Party-led prot-
est at Jantar Mantar.
Petitioner Satish Kumar
Aggarwal, former vice-pre-
sident of the Akhil Bharat
Hindu Mahasabha, said in
his plea that the participa-
tion of activists, political
leaders and the alleged in-
volvement of foreign-fund-
ed organisations, has
raised serious questions
about the “true purpose,
and objectives of protest”.
Mr. Aggarwal’s counsel
said, “They have made the
entire Delhi hostage. Roads
have been blocked. Citi-
zens of Delhi are suffer-
ing.” The court posted the
plea for hearing on Friday.

FIR filed over Mamata’s Martyrs’ Day
rally for ‘violation’ of High Court order

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The Kolkata police on
Thursday registered an FIR
over former Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s Mar-
tyrs’ Day rally, alleging vio-
lation of a Calcutta High
Court order. The order had
stipulated that the rally
could block only one side
of the road while traffic
was allowed to move on
the other.

However, on July 2i,
both carriageways near the
Birla Planetarium re-
mained blocked during the
programme. The police
filed a suo motu complaint
against the Trinamool Con-
gress faction led by Ms. Ba-
nerjee at Hastings police
station. Cathedral Road,
outside the Birla Planetari-
um in the heart of the city,
remained blocked on both
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Action taken: Former West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
speaking at the Martyrs’ Day Rally in Kolkata. ANI

sides after the programme
began.

Traffic disruptions
This led to traffic disrup-
tions, with vehicles on
both sides of the road held
up for hours. Traffic police
diverted vehicles to ensure
smooth movement in oth-
er parts of the city.
According to sources,

the rally also exceeded the
permitted attendance li-
mit. In a related develop-
ment, Hastings police sta-
tion also  registered
another suo motu FIR over
the alleged vandalism at
the rally stage on the night
of July 20, ahead of the
event.

The Calcutta High Court
on Thursday also deferred

the plea of Trinamool gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee, who has sought
protection from coercive
action in connection with
eight FIRs.

Justice Saugata Bhatta-
charyya told Mr. Banerjee’s
counsel that all eight FIRs
could not be clubbed to-
gether and would be consi-
dered on a case-by-case ba-
sis. The matter has been
adjourned till July 30. Ho-
wever, the court asked to
be informed if any coercive
action is taken, but did not
grant him protection.

Earlier, on May 21, the
same court granted protec-
tion to Mr. Banerjee in a
case in which an FIR was
registered against him over
alleged inflammatory re-
marks made during the As-
sembly election. The pro-
tection remains in force
until July 31.

Vijay’s Jana Nayagan hits the screens
across T.N.; cinemas see good footfall

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Jana Nayagan, starring Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay, was released
on Thursday, drawing
crowds to cinemas across
the State. Cinema owners
in the southern districts re-
ported a noticeable in-
crease in women turning
up for “first day’ shows.

Several cinemas and
multiplexes in Madurai,
Coimbatore, and Tiruchi
recorded a healthy occu-
pancy, while smaller
screens witnessed a rela-
tively modest footfall of
around 40%-50%.

For Friday, most cine-
mas in Chennai said occu-
pancy levels were hovering
around 70%-75%. The big
multiplexes reported a full
house. However, cinemas
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns

At long last Fans of Chlef M|n|ster C. Joseph Vijay celebratlng the
release of Jana Nayagan at Albert Theatre in Chennai. R. RAGU

reported bookings of
around 40%, with many
expecting last-minute
bookings at the counters.
Even online ticket booking
platform  BookMyShow
had multiple slots available
across cinemas.

“On day one, we had
TVK cadre booking tickets.
A large number of women
cadre also came in. In gen-

eral, we see more women
turning up for any of Vi-
jay’s films, but this time the
numbers were slightly
higher.” said S Jegan Agi-
lan, Managing Partner of
Jagan Cinemas in
Ramanathapuram.

M. Manoj Kumar, Ma-
naging Director of Ganesh
Cinemas in Melur, Madu-
rai, said: “We have four

screens, and all of them are
showing Jana Nayagan this
weekend. We’ve seen a
mixed audience of families
and young women, with
the number of women mo-
viegoers being slightly
higher than usual.”

Udeep Reddy, Managing
Director of Mayajaal, said
the movie was running in
all 16 screens. “For a film
which got pirated, and
which most of the fans
have watched already, it
has achieved a very good
opening,” he said.

Social media was abuzz
with posts claiming that
tickets were being sold at
inflated prices. However,
two cinema owners point-
ed out that the majority of
tickets are sold online at
fixed prices. They said peo-
ple who purchase tickets
online may later resell
them in the black market.
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6.17 lakh Waqf
properties
approved on
portal, says
Ministry

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Minority Affairs Minis-
try informed the Lok Sab-
ha on Wednesday that
more than 6.17 lakh Waqf
properties have been suc-
cessfully validated and ap-
proved on the UMEED
Central Portal-2025, as part
of the government’s ongo-
ing initiative to digitise and
streamline Waqf property
records.

Responding to an un-
starred question raised by
Trinamool Congress MP
Sajda Ahmed, Union Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju stated that
7,99,978 Waqgf properties
had been initiated for
uploading to the UMEED
portal as of July 17.

According to the Minis-
try, 6,17,102 properties
have been validated and
approved, while 91,623
properties remain at va-
rious stages of the upload-
ing process. Another
91,253 properties were re-
jected during the verifica-
tion process. State and Un-
ion Territory-wise details
of the registration status
are available on the portal.

Complete lifecycle

The Minister said the
UMEED Central Por-
tal-2025 was a statutory
portal developed under
the provisions of the
UMEED Act, 1995. The
platform was designed to
manage the complete life-
cycle of Wagf properties,
including registration, veri-
fication, survey by the Col-
lector, mutation, annual
account audits, and related
administrative processes.

No debate before ouster
of Minister: Opposition

INDIA bloc closes ranks on paper leaks; Rahul leads march to Gandhi Smriti, says they stand behind

agitating students; leaders also slam Modi’s X post, say it failed to address concerns of the students

Sandeep Phukan
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

aintaining pres-
Msure on the go-
vernment both

inside and outside Parlia-
ment, the Opposition on
Thursday refused the go-
vernment’s offer of a de-
bate on paper leaks, argu-
ing that any discussion
must be preceded by the
resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan.

Later in the evening,
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi-led Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) bloc MPs
in a symbolic march to
Gandhi Smriti on Tees Ja-
nuary Marg, where Mahat-
ma Gandhi was assassinat-
ed, to pay homage to all
those students who took
their lives due to paper
leaks and said they stood
strongly behind the agitat-
ing students and their
demands.

“Our leader Mahatma
Gandhiji was assassinated
here. Today, the Modi go-
vernment is assassinating
democracy in India, bruta-
lising students, and beat-
ing them,” Mr. Gandhi told
presspersons at Gandhi
Smriti after paying tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi.

He said the Opposition
parties would not accept
such treatment of students
and demanded that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
apologise and sack Mr.
Pradhan. The Opposition’s
symbolic march in the
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Hitting the streets: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and others
paying tribute at Gandhi Smriti in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

evening was not without its
share of drama, as the Del-
hi Police had blocked ac-
cess points to Sunehri
Bagh Road, where Mr.
Gandhi’s official residence
is located.

After Mr. Gandhi had ta-
ken the unprecedented
step of sitting on a dharna
outside the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence on Tuesday,
the government deployed
two busloads of CRPF and
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
personnel close to his resi-
dence. Additionally, a bus
was placed outside the
road blocking the bus car-
rying Opposition MPs.

Change in venue

The Opposition parties al-
so had to change the venue
of an evening vigil after
they were not allowed to
gather at India Gate. Top
Opposition leaders, includ-
ing Congress leaders Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra and P.
Chidambaram, CPI(M) MP
John Brittas, NCP(SP) lead-

er Supriya Sule, and RJD
leader Manoj Jha, were
part of the solidarity
march.

The evening march was
a result of what was decid-
ed at the morning meeting
of the INDIA bloc, and
more such joint campaigns
are being planned.

According to sources, at
the meeting on Thursday
morning, there were a few
stray voices advocating
that the Opposition should
participate in the debate to
present its point of view.
However, this opinion was
immediately rejected by
others who felt that Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation had
to take precedence over
everything else, in keeping
with public sentiment.

Mr. Gandhi and Samaj-
wadi Party president Akhi-
lesh Yadav both argued
strongly that no conces-
sion could be given on this
demand. Mr. Gandhi said
that the mood of the nation
was “combative” and that

the Opposition had to re-
flect this. He reiterated his
comments from Wednes-
day’s meeting that there
should be synchronisation
between what the Opposi-
tion does inside Parlia-
ment and what it does out-
side it. Mr. Gandhi also
argued that the Opposi-
tion’s actions needed to be
democratised.

Unanimous decision
Moreover, it was felt that a
debate would give the go-
vernment an opportunity
to grandstand and filibus-
ter its way through by lean-
ing on its numerical
strength in Parliament.
There was a unanimous
decision that, as “public re-
presentatives”, the Opposi-
tion had to reflect public
sentiment without giving
the government any
leeway.

The Opposition, mean-
while, reacted sharply to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s post on X.

Mr. Brittas said accoun-
tability must begin at the
top, arguing that fast-track
courts cannot address the
systemic failures behind
paper leaks. CPI general se-
cretary D. Raja accused the
government of systemati-
cally weakening the educa-
tion system through poli-
cies that promote the
“commercialisation, cen-
tralisation and communali-
sation” of education, and
said the Prime Minister’s
remarks failed to address
students’ concerns.

Mr. Jha called the re-
marks an attempt to “fool
the nation”.

Women’s quota should
be implemented without
delimitation: ex-HC judge

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The freeze on delimitation
of Lok Sabha constituen-
cies should continue and
women’s reservation
should be implemented
immediately after being
delinked from delimitation
and the Census, the former
Madras High Court judge
D. Hariparanthaman (retd)
said on Thursday.

Releasing the book The
Delimitation Debate: The
Union and its Units, pu-
blished by The Hindu
Group here, the former
judge cautioned that an in-
crease in the number of
Lok Sabha seats would
hamper meaningful delib-
erations in the House.
“The problem of raising
the numbers is that delib-
erations cannot take
place,” he said.

Besides, if the increase
is based on population,
southern States will stand
to lose adequate represen-
tation in the Lok Sabha, he
said. This will amount to
penalising the southern
States for having imple-
mented the national popu-
lation policy well. “Taking
into consideration other
democracies, 543 [the cur-
rent strength of the Lok
Sabha] itself is a good num-
ber,” he said.

The former judge batted
for equitable representa-
tion of all States in the Ra-
jya Sabha, much like the
U.S. Senate model.

K. Ashok Vardhan Shet-
ty, retired IAS officer and
member of the High-level
Committee on Centre-State
Relations constituted by
the Tamil Nadu govern-
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Nirmala Lakshman, Publisher, The Hindu Group; Justice D.

Hariparanthaman, former judge of the Madras High Court;
K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty, former IAS officer; and N. Ram, Director,
The Hindu Group, at a book launch on Thursday. R. RAGU

ment, said Article 329(a) of
the Constitution placed the
Delimitation Commission’s
proposals inside a constitu-
tional “black box”, insulat-
ing it from executive, par-
liamentary, and judicial
scrutiny.

The commission com-
prises a retired Supreme
Court judge as chairper-
son, the Chief Election
Commissioner or a nomi-
nee, and the State Election
Commissioner of the State
concerned. “This is dange-
rous and has to be correct-
ed. In Japan and Germany,
the delimitation commis-
sion advises but the legisla-
tures pass the delimitation
legislation,” he said.

Mr. Shetty suggested the
introduction of the “dia-
logue model” implement-
ed in Canada where the de-
limitation = commission’s
proposals are deliberated
by a parliamentary sub-
committee and the re-
marks are sent back to the
commission for clarifica-
tion. To improve represen-
tation in both Houses, the
Rajya Sabha, or the House
of States, may be recast on
the lines of the U.S. Senate,

while for the Lok Sabha, a
digressive proportionality
system, as in practice in
Brazil, may be implement-
ed to reduce the gap bet-
ween the more populous
States and the smaller
ones. Delimitation should
be frozen until all States
fell within a narrow band
of the National Total Fertil-
ity Rate, he said.

N. Ram, Director, The
Hindu Group Publishing
Pvt. Ltd., suggested that
the ideas discussed in the
book be distilled to make
them accessible for all,
which then may be tran-
slated to other languages.

Nirmala Lakshman, Pu-
blisher, The Hindu Group,
and Suresh Nambath, Edi-
tor, The Hindu, were pre-
sent. R. Srinivasan, head,
Magazines and Special Pu-
blications, THG Publish-
ing, said the title was the
Group’s 219% publication
since the formation of a
Special Publications verti-
cal in 2017.

The book is a collection
of 17 essays — preceded by
an introduction — on de-
limitation, federalism, re-
presentation, and Census.

Parliament stalled again
as Opposition continues to
seek Pradhan’s resignation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition’s demand
for Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan’s
resignation continued to
stall proceedings of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment for the fourth consec-
utive day on Thursday.

In the Rajya Sabha,
Leader of the Opposition
and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said
the Education Minister had
to resign, while Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju reiterated the go-
vernment’s commitment
to hold a comprehensive
discussion on the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) paper leak is-
sue. The Minister said the
Opposition can decide the
date and duration of the
debate.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, accompanied
by Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and Trina-
mool Congress leaders
Saugata Roy and Mahua
Moitra, met Speaker Om
Birla to resolve the
deadlock.

The Rajya Sabha func-
tioned for less than 10 mi-
nutes in the morning be-
fore being adjourned
twice. Soon after the
House assembled, Mr. Riji-
jusaid the government was
ready to discuss the NEET
issue “today itself”, and
urged the Opposition not
to attach conditions to the
debate.

Mr. Kharge, however, in-
sisted that Mr. Pradhan
must resign before any dis-
cussion could begin. Refer-
ring to the police action
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No let up: Lok Sabha proceedings under way during the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday. SANSAD TV

against student protesters,
he said many students
were in hospital and their
parents were deeply dis-
turbed. Amid sloganeering
by both sides, Chairman
C.P. Radhakrishnan ad-
journed the House till
noon and later till 2 p.m.
Leader of the House J.P.
Nadda termed the Opposi-
tion’s conduct “highly ir-
responsible”. “First, they
wanted us to discuss the
paper leak, and the go-
vernment said we would
discuss NEET and all other
issues,” he said.

Disruption continues

The disruption continued
when the House reassem-
bled at 2 p.m. Deputy
Chairman Harivansh ap-
pealed to members to at
least take up the listed
Bills, but adjourned the
House till 3 p.m. after bare-
ly two minutes. When pro-
ceedings resumed, he in-
vited Mr. Kharge to speak
in an effort to break the im-
passe. As the Congress pre-
sident began reading from
a written note, Mr. Rijiju
objected, saying the go-
vernment was willing to
hold a discussion but the
Opposition was not. The
House was then adjourned

for the day.

The Lok Sabha too wit-
nessed repeated disrup-
tions over the demand for
a discussion on the NEET
paper leak issue and Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation. The
Speaker appealed to mem-
bers to allow Question
Hour. “The Question Hour
is the most important. Af-
ter Question Hour, the
House is ready to discuss
every issue,” Mr. Birla said.

However, Opposition
members continued rais-
ing slogans, forcing repeat-
ed adjournments. When
the House reassembled at
noon, members again
trooped into the Well dis-
playing placards. Presiding
Officer Dileep Saikia urged
them to return to their
seats, saying it was not
right to disrupt
proceedings.

Mr. Rijiju accused the
Opposition of attaching
preconditions and trying
to avoid a debate on the is-
sue.

But as protests conti-
nued, the House was ad-
journed again within mi-
nutes. When the House
met again at 2 p.m., the
protests resumed, prompt-
ing Mr. Saikia to adjourn it
for the day.

NDA, INDIA
bloc MPs
face off with
opposing
protests

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Parliamentarians from the
Opposition Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) bloc and
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) faced
off at the Makar Dwar in
the Parliament complex on
Thursday, even before the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha convened.

A large number of MPs
belonging to both camps
stood outside the entrance
to the Parliament building
and shouted slogans at
each other.

The Opposition MPs
raised slogans like “Isteefa
do [resign]”, “gaddi chho-
do [leave the chair]”, and
“sharam karo [have some
shame]”, while the ruling
party MPs criticised the
Opposition for politicising
the paper leak issue and
raised slogans of “Vande
Mataram”.

The INDIA bloc MPs
were demanding the resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over the NEET
paper leak and CBSE ex-
amination irregularities.
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Wayanad MP Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, and
several other INDIA bloc
MPs also carried banners
demanding Mr. Pradhan’s
ouster. Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi and
Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav also joined
the protest later.

The NDA MPs demand-
ed that the NEET issue be
discussed in Parliament,
accusing the Opposition of
running away from debate.

BJP leaders, allies urge Centre to
treat youth protests with empathy

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s announcement of
setting up fast-track courts
to deal with paper leak cas-
es, in the first such out-
reach to young protesters
at Jantar Mantar, may be an
attempt to focus on what
first triggered the protests,
but sections of the BJP and
its allies in the National De-
mocratic Alliance feel the
issue has become a lightn-
ing rod for a host of grie-
vances of the younger
generation.

Murli Manohar Joshi,
who was Human Resource
Development Minister in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee go-
vernment, on Thursday
said on X that protesting
students should be dealt
with sensitively and with
empathy. “It is painful to
see young students from

| A
Murli Manohar Joshi

different parts of the coun-
try assembled for days on
the streets of New Delhi.
Their anxieties and con-
cerns regarding the exami-
nation system are genuine
and must be handled with
empathy and a desire to
find a lasting solution,” he
posted. He added it was
“very painful to see that
even young girls were bru-
tally mishandled”, a

course of action that would
only alienate a large sec-
tion of the population from
the “national goal of Viksit
Bharat”.

“I fervently hope that
this is not treated merely
as a law-and-order issue to
be tackled through the use
of force,” he said.

‘Not just about NEET’
Mr. Joshi’s sentiments
found an echo among BJP
leaders. Asking not to be
named, they said the issue
was no longer just about
the NEET paper leak, and
that the heavy-handed
manner in which the prot-
esters were handled when
they marched to Parlia-
ment was reactive.

“From what I have
heard at the protest site
[Jantar Mantar], the place
has become a meeting
ground for anyone who
has a grievance against the

government,” said a BJP
MP. He admitted that the
BJP will have to renegotiate
its relationship with the
younger generation in the
long term.

The NDA allies also
shared concerns over the
way Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was physically re-
moved from the protest
site outside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s resi-
dence, and the pictures
that poured out in the na-
tional and international
press thereafter.

“Unfortunately, things
were not handled well at
all, but the more worrying
thing is that the protests
appear to be leaderless as
well, now that Sonam
Wangchuk has been hospi-
talised. The moral authori-
ty of guiding a protest
movement is essential for
any resolution,” said a se-
nior NDA MP.

[I'T-M students support Delhi protests,
‘ordered’ to remove posts on social media

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

IIT-Madras students organ-
ised a spontaneous gather-
ing in support of the stu-
dent protests in New
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on
Wednesday, even as the in-
stitute’s management
asked them to take down
posts that supported the
protests earlier in the
week.

A student of IIT-Madras,
on condition of anonymity,
said Chintabar — a regis-
tered, independent stu-
dents’ body in IIT-Madras

A call-for-action
video that was put
up on Chintabar’s
Instagram handle has
been taken down

—had sought permission to
conduct an event on Mon-
day evening, in support of
the students’ protests at
Jantar Mantar and the fast
undertaken by activist So-
nam Wangchuk and the de-
mand for the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
among other things.

The student alleged that
the Dean of Students called
the student organisers and
the faculty adviser, and
threatened them of conse-
quences if they did not
take down a call-for-action
video that was put up on
Chintabar’s Instagram han-
dle.

The animated video
showing Sonam Wangchuk
on a fast has since been ta-
ken down, although it is
still up on a few other so-
cial media handles.

However, the students
took the help of other so-
cial media pages to call for

another gathering on Wed-
nesday. It was attended by
a few hundred students,
who gathered within a
two-hour notice. Since the
event did not have an or-
ganiser, the students
brought their own mate-
rials and created posters.

The student said that
they were trying to mobil-
ise funds, materials, and
medicines to be sent to
New Delhi in aid of the stu-
dents protesting there.

They added that the
management was yet to
respond to the spontane-
ous gathering.
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SC permits T'TZ Authority to

process MSME applications

The Supreme Court on Thursday permitted the
Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ) Authority to process
around 400 pending applications for the
establishment of non-polluting Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) within the
ecologically sensitive area surrounding the Taj
Mahal. The TTZ, spanning nearly 10,400 sq. km
across many districts of Uttar Pradesh, and
Bharatpur in Rajasthan, was created pursuant to
the Supreme Court’s directions to protect the
mausoleum from environmental pollution. In
October 2024, the apex court had placed a
moratorium on the TTZ Authority’s approval of
new industrial units and the expansion of
existing ones without the court’s prior approval.

All 25 bodies of workers

retrieved from Sikkim tunnel

Multiple agencies concluded their search and
rescue operation after the bodies of all 25
workers trapped inside an under-construction
tunnel of a hydropower project in Sikkim’s
Namchi district were recovered by Thursday
evening, District Magistrate Anupa Tamling told
The Hindu. According to the National
Hydroelectric Power Corporation, 25 workers
were about 1.5 km inside the tunnel when
“sudden explosive release of suspected methane
gas” caused an explosion at 1.04 p.m. on July 20.
However, the Central PSU and the Sikkim
government announced separate investigations

into the cause of the accident.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Thurs-
day said it did not find any
evidence establishing the
complicity of Sanjeev Ku-
mar, alias Sanjeev Mukhi-
ya, in the NEET-UG 2024
case. He is an accused in
certain other cases being
investigated by the Bihar
police.

In 2024, the State police
had detected the paper
theft and registered a case.
Prima facie suspicion had
emerged at that stage
against Sanjeev Mukhiya,
suggesting his role, as he
was found involved in cer-
tain other examination
paper theft/leak cases, said
the agency. “He was ac-
cordingly named as an ac-
cused in the said FIR by the
Bihar police. The case was
subsequently transferred
to the CBI for investiga-
tion,” it said.

The CBI said that during
its investigation, each per-
son involved in the theft
and onward distribution of
the stolen NEET-UG 2024
question paper was identi-
fied, as also each candidate
who benefited from its use.
“Multiple  chargesheets
have accordingly been
filed by the CBI against 45
persons before the juris-
dictional court in Patna,”
said the agency.

Attacks on seafarers, civilian shipping or infrastructure cannot be countenanced, says External

Affairs Minister at East Asia Summit; Ministry hits back at Pakistan Deputy PM’s comments

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

articipating in the
P 21t East Asia Sum-
mit (EAS) in Mani-

la, External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said on
Thursday that the global
maritime channels “must
remain safe and unimped-
ed”.

At the meeting, Mr.
Jaishankar also called for
dialogue and diplomacy in
dealing with the crisis in
the Persian Gulf region and
a “political solution” to the
civil conflict in Myanmar,
where Ethnic Armed Or-
ganisations (EAOs) have
been challenging the auth-
ority of the military junta
that took power in Febru-
ary 2021.

“Calling for dialogue
and diplomacy to end the
West Asia/Gulf conflict, In-
dia stresses that interna-
tional waterways must re-
main safe and unimpeded,
fully in consonance with
international law. Under
no circumstances can at-
tacks on seafarers, civilian
shipping or infrastructure
be countenanced,” said Mr.
Jaishankar. He described
the evolving condition of
the global order as “uncer-
tain and volatile”.

He said India will be

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar addresses the 21st East Asia
Summit in Manila on Thursday. AnI

hosting two specific EAS
activities in the current
year — the seventh EAS
conference on maritime
security cooperation in Ko-
chi and an EAS Maritime
Heritage Festival in the an-
cient port city of Lothal.

South China Sea

He informed the EAS of the
Indian position on South
China Sea and said that In-
dia supports the “conclu-
sion of a substantive, effec-
tive and legally binding
Code of Conduct (CoC),
fully compliant with UN-
CLOS 1982 that does not
prejudice the legitimate
rights of all users”. Conti-
nuing with the theme, he

called for “ASEAN centrali-
ty, regional stability, and
the realisation of a free,
open and prosperous
Indo-Pacific”.

Regarding the ongoing
civil conflict in Myanmar,
he expressed India’s sup-
port for ASEAN efforts to
resolving the situation. “In-
dia stands for finding a pol-
itical solution to the Myan-
mar issue,” said Mr.
Jaishankar, who also spoke
at the 334 ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF).

He reiterated India’s
policy on “zero tolerance
for terrorism”, and said
there should not “be any
doubt that acts of terro-
rism will have consequenc-

es”. He said that “collective
action against cyberscam
centres” should be priori-
tised. On the Israel-Pales-
tine crisis, he reiterated In-
dia’s position, and said “a
two-state solution can lead
to a lasting and durable
peace”.

Indus Waters Treaty
The External Affairs Minis-
try separately responded
to Pakistan Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister Ishaq Dar’s remarks
on Kashmir and the Indus
Waters Treaty at the ARF.

“It is no surprise that a
multilateral forum has
once again been cynically
exploited by Pakistan to
amplify falsehoods, peddle
state-sponsored disinfor-
mation, and divert atten-
tion from its own well-doc-
umented  record of
sponsoring cross-border
terrorism,” said the Minis-
try’s official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal.

Mr. Dar, in his remarks,
had said, “... lasting peace
in South Asia lies in the just
resolution of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with UN Security
Council”.

He further said that
upholding the treaty is a
“cornerstone of regional
peace and stability”.

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday set aside the bail
granted to Sonam Raghu-
vanshi, accused of murder-
ing her newly wed hus-
band, Raja Raghuvanshi,
during their honeymoon in
Meghalaya, and directed
her to surrender within
three weeks.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices M.M. Sundresh and
P.B. Varale was hearing an
appeal filed by the Megha-
laya government against
the order of the Meghalaya
High Court, which had af-
firmed a Shillong trial
court’s decision granting
her bail on the ground that
the police had failed to ef-
fectively communicate the
grounds of her arrest.

Rejecting the defence’s
contention  that the
grounds of arrest had not
been furnished to the ac-
cused, the Bench held that
her continued liberty at
this stage could “hinder”
the ongoing trial. It, ho-
wever, granted Ms. Raghu-
vanshi liberty to seek fresh
bail before the trial court if
the trial is not concluded
within six months.

The State government
informed the court that the
chargesheet had already
been filed and that the trial
was yet to reach the stage
of framing of charges.

Flood toll climbs to 47 in
Assam; over 7 lakh affected

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

More than 7.21 lakh people
have been affected by the
floods of “an unimaginable
scale” in Assam, which
claimed six more lives on
Thursday, taking the death
toll to 47.

While the number of af-
fected districts has fluc-
tuated between 10 and 16
depending on the weather,
three eastern Assam dis-
tricts — Sivasagar, Charai-
deo, and Jorhat — without a
history of high floods have
borne the brunt. A majori-
ty of the 47 people who
died so far are from these
districts. Officials of the As-
sam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (ASDMA)
said four people died in Si-
vasagar district and two in
Charaideo during the last
24 hours. A total of 883 vil-
lages remain submerged,
while 24,124 people are
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A man carries his belongings on a

makeshift raft through a flooded

area after heavy rain, in Sivasagar, Assam, on Thursday. PTI

taking refuge across 103 re-
lief camps.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma attributed the
“unprecedented devasta-
tion” to a combination of
cloudbursts upstream in
adjoining Nagaland and lo-
calised heavy rainfall that
was 436% above normal.

The floodwaters have
washed away thousands of
livestock and villagers not
wired to anticipate such
devastation have been hit
hard, he said. He also said
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various agencies, from the
Indian Air Force and the
National Disaster Response
Force to the State machin-
ery, were working round
the clock, carrying out res-
cue operations.

According to the ASD-
MA, the Buridihing, Dik-
hou, Disang, and Dhansiri
rivers were in spate. Train
services remained sus-
pended in a section of the
Northeast Frontier Rail-

1,200 people rescued
as heavy rain pounds
south Gujarat; 1 dead

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Around 1,200 people have
been rescued and hun-
dreds more shifted to safer
locations as torrential rain
continued to batter south
Gujarat, prompting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel to review the
flood situation, even as the
Centre assured full support
in relief operations.

One rain-related death
was reported from Tapi
district, while the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster Res-
ponse Force (SDRF), the
Indian Air Force (IAF) and
the Coast Guard were
placed on alert as authori-
ties intensified rescue and
relief efforts.

According to the State

way’s (NFR) Tinsukia | Emergency Operation
Division. Centre (SEOC) data, Valsad
SCAN TO PLAY
Solve this puzzle online and [W] i

12 Jailbird to assist guard (8)

access more puzzles at ' 1
https://thehindu.com/crosswords O} -

13 Local travel mostly arranged before noon (6)

14 Bohemian robe at Nike stores (7)

17 Empty building housing most ancient astronomer (7)
20 Chiefly unselfish bonding using nobility to unify

humanity (6)

22 Atear circled face reflecting heated exchange (8)
25 Fair leader squirming in this scared reel (6)

26 Initiates deals (5,3)

27 Retired soldier with army worn by death and rivalry (8)
28 Fancy student amidst new hires (6)

was the worst-hit district.
In Surat, fire department
personnel used boats to
rescue residents trapped in
flooded localities. Rain also
lashed Ahmedabad city on
Thursday, flooding several
residential societies and
forcing the closure of mul-
tiple underpasses, disrupt-
ing traffic.

Red alert

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has is-
sued a red alert for Valsad,
Navsari, Dang, Surat and
Tapi districts for Thursday
and Friday, warning of hea-
vy to extremely heavy
rainfall.

The heavy rainfall dis-
rupted transport and es-
sential services across
south Gujarat. More than
300 roads were temporari-
ly closed, and power outag-
es were reported from sev-
eral locations.

SUDOKU

Houses of 2 LeT terrorists
demolished in Anantnag

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

A day after a policeman on
Amarnath Yatra duty was
shot dead in Anantnag, se-
curity forces on Thursday
demolished the houses of
two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorists in south Kashmir.

Official sources said the
operation was launched
around 3 a.m. Multiple
teams reached Guri village
and Hassanpora Tawella in
Anantnag. Local people
said security forces used
explosives to demolish a
three-storey building and a
single-storey structure af-
ter asking the occupants to
vacate. They alleged that
the blast also damaged a
mosque and a vehicle.

The demolished houses
belonged to Adil Ahmad
Thoker and Haroon Rashid
Ganai. Ganai joined the
LeT in 2018, officials said.
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Debris after a house belonging to LeT terrorist, Haroon Rashid Gani,
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was demolished, in south Kashmir, on Thursday. IMRAN NISSAR

nor Manoj Sinha chaired a
high-level security review
meeting in Srinagar and di-
rected all departments and
agencies “to maintain
seamless coordination and
ensure the safety, well-be-
ing and convenience of pil-
grims undertaking the an-
nual pilgrimage to the
Amarnath cave shrine”.
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, however, said mass
arrests and demolitions
“will not restore peace”
and such demolitions go

FAITH

against the directions put
in place by Supreme Court.

“Terrorism cannot be
defeated through bulldoz-
ers or mass arrests alone.
People are essential for res-
toring lasting peace. Peo-
ple are angry over the bru-
tal killing of the police
head constable. But when
thousands of people are
detained, that anger gets
redirected. We must take
our people along in this
fight; only then will we suc-
ceed,” he said.

True devotee of Lord Siva

Great philosophers are always driven to seek answers to
questions that have a way of benefiting future generations.
Appayya Dikshita was one such. An exceptional debater,
philosophical expounder and equally famed for encourag-
ing pandits, an ardent devotee of Siva, he was once as-
sailed by a great doubt: was his Siva bhakti indeed true, all
pervading or was it a superficial one?

He decided to test himself; to which end, he drank the
juice of datura seeds (oomathangai in Tamil). Before
drinking it, he instructed his sishyas to meticulously re-
cord all that he said in that state (of intoxication). His stu-
dents diligently compiled his utterings, and the compila-
tion is the 50-verse devotional work, Atmarpana Stuti. The
essence of the work is to surrender to Parameswaran, said

Giridhar Sharma.

One often asks what one should do to attain one’s spir-
itual goal. Our minds should become pure and shun the
impermanent things in life. In the first verse of Atmarpana
Stuti, Dikshita says, “I worship this Lord of Lords.. who
can know [the extent] of His characteristics? We can only
mention His glories but to even to do so, we need Para-
meswaran’s grace. Who can know about Him? Even the fa-
culty of perception that we possess works due to Him and
we should salute Him.” He alone is the Creator, therefore,

surrender to Him.

Puranas and other scriptural works instruct devotees to
develop bhakti towards the Lord; they also enjoin upon
the devotees to follow the instructions of the spiritual gu-
ru. Devotion is the root of gnana. One should always think
of Him. If one speaks at all, it should be about Siva.

AINX
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Building resilience to protect
elderly from climate stressors

There are many other factors including financial capacity, living alone, gender, age that intersect to render senior citizens particularly vulnerable during extreme climate

events and slow-onset climate hazards; a recent study calls for a points to a layered response to grow resilience both at the household and community level

Ramya Kannan

n its sweep, climate change is not

an equitable overlord, and while it

does create havoc, it is true that

this impacts some people more
than others. There are, now, studies to
show that vulnerable groups of people are
affected far more than others and the
factors that determine how badly you are
affected include economic ability, age and
gender. A recent study by HelpAge India
further highlights the fact that senior
citizens form a vulnerable group and are
right in the pathway of harm left in the
trail of climate change.

There are two ways in which climate
change affects older adults — sudden
shocks and slow-onset stresses. The
report says rising temperatures, erratic
rainfall, drought, flooding, coastal
erosion, water scarcity, poor ventilation,
indoor heat stress, dampness, and
environmental degradation can worsen
chronic illness, raise mortality risk,
reduce mobility, and increase care needs
for senior citizens.

For them it could manifest as a number
of things — heat-related stress, respiratory
problems, reduced mobility, mental
distress, sleep disruption, and disruption
in access to medicines and healthcare
during climatic events.

In addition changing socio-cultural
norms and migration patterns indicate
that older people can become isolated,
leading to an impact on their mental
health as well. As the country learns to
become more heat resilient, it should also
focus on protecting older people’s health,
dignity, mobility, income, housing and
social support structures, without which
they will be rendered further vulnerable.

This is particularly relevant to India,
where the portion of senior citizens as a
part of the overall population is
constantly growing. As the nation is
steadily moving towards the greys, the
older population is projected to rise to
about 347 million by 2050 (from 149
million in 2022). Naturally climate stress
will make a larger share of the country
vulnerable to physical and mental health
challenges.

Several factors

The report identifies several factors that
sharply reduce resilience: living alone,
poor physical or mental health,
impairment, advanced age, poverty,
financial dependence, weak institutional
support, insecure housing, and residence
in hazard-prone locations. These
disadvantages often overlap, which is why
the study uses an “Intersectional Place
Perspective” to show that risk is shaped
by the interaction of age, gender,
widowhood, disability, poverty, social
isolation, and local environmental
conditions. For example, an uneducated,
unskilled older widow with no pension,
was at a relatively greater risk from a

stress will make a larger share of the country vulnerable to physical and mental health challenges. T. APPALA NAIDU

cyclone, that an able-bodied older man
who lived with his family.

Anupama Datta, Head, Policy Research
& Advocacy, HelpAge India, who led this
research study, said the focus was on
districts impacted by slow onset climate
hazards. “Older persons bring unique
strengths as well as vulnerabilities that
shape how they experience and respond
to climate hazards. Repeated episodes of
climate hazards weaken their ability to
recover and build resilience.

Caring for elderly

There are a number of environmental
stressors that will impact the life of the
elderly, says Soumya Swaminathan,
chairperson, M.S.Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Chennai. The institution has
launched a two-State study to evaluate the
impact of increase in temperature on the
health of the residents.

What can be urgently done here, she
says, is to establish special care facilities
for the elderly, such as those in Thailand,
where a community space is created for
elders, in both rural and urban areas,
where they can come together, engage in
activities and receive comprehensive
primary health care as well. Handling the
loneliness and bringing the community
around the senior citizens will have an
impact on mitigating their vulnerabilities.
“We must first think of establishing this
basic level of care for the elders and then
address issues like heat with particular
reference to the elderly,” she says, adding
that a fresh vulnerability that is emerging
through studies indicates that heat could
also be a stressor to accelerate ageing
itself.

The Helpage report points to a layered

response to grow resilience: at the
household level, storing food and water,
improving shelter, saving money,
planning ahead for disasters, and
diversifying livelihoods. However useful
they are, they may not be enough for
persons with multiple disadvantages. At
the community level, family support,
neighbour check-ins, volunteer networks,
and community shelter or relocation
support are recommended coping
strategies. It also recommends
age-inclusive early warning systems,
community monitoring, and stronger
local care networks, especially for those
living alone or with impairments.

In terms of policy recommendations, it
calls for climate-resilient healthcare for
elders, expanded social protection and
livelihood support, and targetted support
for the groups at highest risk of being
affected.

The strongest policy priorities in the
document are: climate-resilient
healthcare for older persons, expanded
social protection and livelihood support,
better disaster preparedness and early
warning systems, climate-resilient
housing, environmental health
interventions, and stronger
community-based care networks. It also
calls for targeted support for the
highest-risk groups: those living alone,
widows, persons with impairments, the
oldest-old, and financially insecure
households.

Ms. Datta explains that while
government schemes serve as lifeline for
older persons, and provide a critical
safety net, they follow general rules. The
schemes are not currently designed
keeping in mind the vulnerabilities of the

older persons, especially those who are
uneducated, physically weak or impaired,
oldest old, living alone. She explains that
“access is particularly challenging for
older persons with poor health (30%),
those severely affected by climate-related
shocks (30%), with no formal education
(22%), and from lower socio-economic
groups (22%). Additional challenges
include, long waiting times and delays
(25%), digital access difficulties (15%), and
lack of support during the application
process (10%), highlighting the need for
more age-friendly service delivery.”

Examples of interventions

The report also highlights certain
examples of interventions that worked, in
order that they might be scaled up or
adapted for implementation in other
contexts. In Odisha, it says, older persons
received early warnings for storms and
cyclones from the village panchayat and
were evacuated to safe community
shelters in time. It also points to
organised grass roots volunteer-ism
where organisations or a band of
individuals co-ordinate with the official
systems to organise relief, evacuations
and post-facto care during disasters.

For India, the report’s conclusions are
very clear: shift from ‘hazard-centred’
responses to ‘people-centred’ systems to
connect climate adaptation, healthy

ageing, social protection, and disaster risk

reduction. That involves harnessing One
Health, generating and using better data,
establishing stronger institutional
coordination, and services that are
designed by factoring in older persons’
actual barriers to access.
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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A recent study by HelpAge
India further highlights the fact
that senior citizens form a
vulnerable group and are right
in the pathway of harm left in
the trail of climate change. This
is particularly relevant to India,
where the portion of senior
citizens as a part of the overall
population is constantly
growing
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The report identifies several
factors that sharply reduce
resilience: living alone, poor
physical or mental health,
impairment, advanced age,
poverty, financial dependence,
weak institutional support,
insecure housing, and
residence in hazard-prone
locations. These disadvantages
often overlap, which is why the
study uses an “Intersectional
Place Perspective” to show
that risk is shaped by the
interaction of age, gender,
widowhood, disability, poverty,
social isolation, and local
environmental conditions
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For India, the report’s
conclusions are very clear: shift
from ‘hazard-centred’
responses to ‘people-centred’
systems to connect climate
adaptation, healthy ageing,
social protection, and disaster
risk reduction. That involves
harnessing One Health,
generating and using better
data, establishing stronger
institutional coordination, and
services that are designed by
factoring in older persons’
actual barriers to access

Can time outdoors become part of healthcare?

A

Medical supplies donated by India arriving in Kenya, which has stepped up Ebola surveillance following
an outbreak in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo. REUTERS
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Athira Elssa Johnson

ealthcare systems in
several countries are
exploring whether

structured time in natural
environments can complement
conventional care amid rising
rates of stress, anxiety and
chronic disease.

Green prescriptions, blue
prescriptions and other forms of
nature-based social prescribing
involve healthcare professionals
recommending activities in parks,
gardens or near water bodies
alongside standard treatment.

The premise is not that nature
replaces medicine, but that
spending time in natural settings
may support mental well-being,
encourage physical activity and
promote social interaction. While
research suggests mental health
benefits, evidence for long-term
physical health outcomes remains
limited. Experts also stress that
the effectiveness of these
interventions depends on urban
planning, environmental
protection and equitable access to
safe public spaces.

Green and blue prescriptions
are forms of nature-based social
prescribing. Green prescriptions
encourage activities in parks,
gardens or other green spaces,
while blue prescriptions involve

Time spent in forests and gardens is
increasingly being seen as an addition to
medication-based care. PTI

spending time near rivers, lakes,
wetlands or the coast.

Forest bathing, or shinrin-yoku,
originated in Japan in the 1980s.
Unlike exercise-focused activities,
it involves spending quiet time in
a forest while engaging with the
surrounding environment. “Forest
bathing is less about physical
activity and more about being
fully present in a natural
environment,” says Vinod Prem
Anand, senior consultant in
internal medicine at MGM
Healthcare, Chennai. “Green and
blue prescriptions, meanwhile,
are recommendations made by
healthcare professionals as part of

nature-based social prescribing.”
Other approaches include
horticultural therapy and care
farming, typically delivered in
more structured settings.
Research suggests nature-based
interventions may reduce stress,
anxiety and depressive symptoms
while improving mood and
psychological well-being. Some
studies have also reported modest
improvements in blood pressure,
sleep quality and stress-related
physiological markers.

Good evidence

“There is reasonably good
evidence for reduced anxiety,
lower depressive symptoms and
improved mood, particularly
among people experiencing
stress-related conditions,” says
Nithya M., consultant psychiatrist,
Apollo Speciality Hospitals,
Vanagaram. Evidence also points
to improved attention and
reduced cognitive fatigue,
although it remains unclear how
much exposure is needed or how
long benefits persist.

Dr. Vinod cites a systematic
review in the International Journal
of Environmental Research and
Public Health that found
associations between
nature-based social prescribing
and improved mental and
physical health outcomes. The

United Kingdom’s National Health
Service has incorporated green
and blue prescribing into parts of
its social prescribing programme.

However, experts caution
against overstating the evidence.
“Many available studies involve
relatively small numbers of
participants,” says R.
Sundararaman, senior consultant
in internal medicine at SIMS
Hospital, Chennai. “The findings
are encouraging, but larger,
well-designed studies are still
needed.”

Researchers believe several
factors contribute to the observed
benefits. Nature-based activities
often combine physical activity,
social interaction and a break
from stressful environments.
Morning daylight may also
support healthy sleep-wake
cycles.

Doctors stress these
interventions complement rather
than replace evidence-based care.

“The biggest misconception is
that these approaches can replace
conventional therapy. They
cannot,” says Dr. Nithya.

Experts say wider adoption in
India will also depend on multiple
factors as rapid urbanisation, air
pollution, traffic, safety concerns
and unequal access to green
spaces already limit opportunities.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)
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Escalation trap

Donald Trump should change course if
he wants to end the war with Iran
T he decision by Yemen’s Ansar Allah, bet-

ter known as the Houthis, to impose a

blockade on Saudi Arabia signals that the
war on Iran has entered its most dangerous
phase. The Houthis, a close Iranian ally, had
avoided direct involvement due to a fragile but
functional ceasefire with Saudi Arabia, despite
their controlling most of Yemen’s population
centres, including capital Sana’a. That ceasefire
effectively fell apart on July 13 when an airport in
Sanaa was attacked by forces of “Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognised government”. Based in
Saudi Arabia, this government maintains loyal
forces inside Yemen, though the Houthis remain
the country’s most powerful and influential polit-
ical and military force. Blaming Riyadh for the at-
tack, the Houthis announced on July 20 a block-
ade on ships using Saudi ports on the Red Sea.
Saudi Arabia, whose crude and other exports
through the Strait of Hormuz have been severely
constrained by Iran’s blockade, has increased its
reliance on Red Sea ports, especially Yanbu.
Tankers from Yanbu to Asian markets must pass
through the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, which links
the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian
Sea. The Houthis control much of Yemen’s Red
Sea coastline overlooking the Bab el-Mandeb and
can enforce a blockade of the chokepoint.

When Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz after
the U.S.-Israel war began on February 28, all Per-
sian Gulf states struggled to sustain their exports.
Saudi Arabia, however, cushioned the impact by
using its East-West Pipeline, which links its east-
ern oilfields to the Red Sea export terminals. If
the Houthis enforce a total blockade on the king-
dom, Riyadh could face far deeper economic dis-
ruption. This, coupled with Iran’s attacks on Ku-
wait’s desalination plants and power grid — after
U.S. strikes on Iranian civilian infrastructure —
paints a grim picture of the war and its regional
consequences. If the first phase of Iran’s counter-
attack targeted the Persian Gulf monarchies, the
second has expanded to include Jordan, which
hosts two major U.S. military bases. Now, with
the Houthi blockade, the war’s economic pain is
set to deepen further. U.S. President Donald
Trump had an opportunity to extricate himself
from the conflict when he signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Iran on June 17. But
by returning to war over disputes surrounding
control of the Strait of Hormuz, Mr. Trump has
not only squandered the opportunity but has al-
so raised the risk of dragging the U.S. into yet
another forever, unwinnable war. At this point,
he is pursuing the same military tactics against
Iran repeatedly, expecting different results. If Mr.
Trump wants a way out, he should change
course, push for an immediate ceasefire and re-
turn to diplomacy.

Core upgrade

The updated Index of Core Industries
rounds out economic data upgrades
T he Index of Core Industries (ICI) has final-

ly joined the country’s other economic

metrics in becoming up-to-date and re-
presentative of the economy. The other metrics
such as the national accounts, Consumer Price
Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) were up-
dated earlier this year, although even those were
after considerable delays. The ICI has now joined
their ranks with the June data being based on a
new series with an updated base year, an addi-
tional sector being covered, and revised weights
and methodologies. This is a welcome upgrade.
The performance of these core industries is a vi-
tal barometer of the state of the economy. In the
new series, the previous eight sectors have be-
come nine, with the vital inclusion of the iron ore
sector. Improvements have also been made to
how the steel and coal sectors are measured in
order to remove the previous double-counting
that was taking place. The addition of a sector
would naturally change the distribution of
weights of the sectors in the index, but the final
weights also reflect a broader shift in economic
activity. The coal and natural gas sectors have
seen their weights nearly halve to about 5.6% and
3.8%, respectively. On the other hand, the elec-
tricity sector now makes up more than 30% of
the index from less than 20% in the previous se-
ries. All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of
renewables in electricity generation, even as de-
mand for electricity itself surges.

The performance of the index in June 2026,
with a five-month-high growth of 5%, would sug-
gest that Indian industry is shrugging off the
slump induced by the West Asia crisis. However,
two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% — were due to a sta-
tistical base effect since both sectors had con-
tracted in June last year. It remains to be seen
whether the numbers will remain this positive
once that base effect wears off in the months
ahead. The new series highlights some of the sys-
temic issues that the old series did, such as the
persistent contraction of the crude oil and natu-
ral gas sectors. They have contracted continuous-
ly for 18 and 24 months, respectively. If India
does not have these resources, that is one thing.
But if it has them and still is not able to extract
them economically, then that is a serious short-
coming. The update of the ICI and the recent up-
grade of the WPI would have been a good time for
a broader statistical reorganisation. With the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Programme Implementa-
tion handling the CPI and the IIP, it only makes
sense for the WPI and ICI to move to it from their
current home in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. That change can still be made.

CM
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An education system’s collapse, young India’s trauma

or the last few weeks, peaceful protests

by young students all over India against

examination paper leaks and the general

decay in the education system have
been gathering momentum. Their demands have
been straightforward and to the point:
accountability from the Government of India and
education reform. The Narendra Modi
government has responded to their courage with
cowardice and wanton cruelty, treating them not
as inheritors of the future but as enemies of the
nation. On July 20, 2026, a day of infamy, the
Delhi Police and the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) sought to suppress them with
uncalled-for violence, using brutal lathicharges
and tear gas. Scores of peaceful protesters have
been injured. Even students heading back home
were not spared, as lathis rained down on their
backs and heads. The nation has seen some of the
most depressing visuals of youth whose bodies
have been scarred by pellets, the use of which
would undoubtedly have been approved by the
Union Home Minister himself. The videos from
that day are seared into our memories and have
stirred our collective conscience. Only the
government and its captive media are spinning
stories around this spontaneous rising tide of
protest. It is time to say loud and clear: Stop.
These are our sons and daughters, our young
men and women.

The Modi government routinely uses violence
in preference to dialogue. The pattern is clear,
from farmers to activists. But this week, even a
government as insensitive as the one that has set
new standards of authoritarian governance, sank
to a new low. Instead of reaching out with
understanding to our future doctors and
engineers, teachers and civil servants,
entrepreneurs and nation builders, it unleashed
the repressive power of the state on them. This
can neither be forgiven or forgotten.

The old toolkit of labelling any and every
dissent as anti-national has been repurposed to
tar the student agitation. The Modi government
has reached deep into its bag of tricks to cast
aspersions and peddle conspiracies when what it
should have done is to introspect on its policies
that have motivated the protests.

The decline of public education

The first fundamental issue is the Modi
government’s retreat from public education. It
has reduced the proportion of its total Budget
spent on school education by 50% and on higher
education by 33%. Can anyone see the sense in
such an absurd retreat? Over the last 12 years, the
Modi government has shut down nearly one lakh
public schools while overseeing the opening of
43,000 private schools — a large chunk of which
are run by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
which, along with its affiliate organisations,
incidentally presides over the largest private

Sonia Gandhi

Chairperson of
the Congress
Parliamentary Party

The student
protests are the
consequence of
the Narendra
Modi
government’s
policies

school network in India. In higher education, the
University Grants Commission has cut its grants
to universities and pushed them to take loans at
high rates of interest. To repay them, public
universities have resorted to raising their fees.
With high-quality, affordable public education
inaccessible, families in India have been forced to
spend out of pocket to educate their children.
The total amount spent by families on the
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
examination coaching alone is as much as the
Modi government invests on public education in
total. The cost of pursuing a private education
deters lakhs of talented students, who come from
humble backgrounds but have immense
potential. Equally critical, however, is that these
expenses also put a crushing burden of
impossibly high expectations on our students.
India’s youth are keenly aware of how much their
families have invested in the dream of their
academic and professional success. The acute
desperation of our students is a direct
consequence of the privatisation and
commercialisation of education.

Broken testing system, issue of success

The second issue is the gutting of India’s public
examination system, which has undergone the
processes of centralisation, privatisation, and
politicisation. The traditional practice of
universities and States setting their own
examinations to cater to their unique needs was
replaced by a centralised, National Testing
Agency (NTA)-conducted examinations such as
the Common University Entrance Test (CUET).
The NTA itself is a hapless,
chronically-understaffed body which relies
entirely on an army of private contractors to
conduct its examinations. It is also well known
that the paper-setters, translators, and experts
engaged by the NTA are not renowned academics
from India’s premier institutions but are, for the
most part, mediocre individuals with political
affiliations. The end result of this process has had
stark consequences — 152 paper leaks occurring
across the country in the past 12 years, including
nine by the NTA itself since it was formed in 2017.
Even the most talented and hardworking students
find themselves failing simply because the
authorities are choosing to reap profits from the
examination system without facing any significant
consequences for their criminality.

The third issue is the difficulty of succeeding in
India’s education system. High-quality, well-paid
job opportunities after graduation are a rarity
today, partly due to the growing monopolisation
of the economy. Unemployment rates for our
young graduates have been consistently high,
averaging about 40% in the last few years.
Competition for the remaining few jobs is
intense, and our students have never been more
ill-equipped to compete for them. The

appointment of feckless Vice-Chancellors chosen
for their partisan loyalty, and the consequent
recruitment of politically connected but
unqualified faculty, has created a crisis in
teaching in our public universities. At a time
when skill requirements in the workplace have
become far more challenging, India’s higher
education system has remained bound to
obsolete systems and politically motivated
curricular changes, dangerously out of touch with
evolving methods and standards, and particularly
unable to keep pace with the Artificial
Intelligence-enabled world. Students are
confronted with trying to succeed in an
increasingly demanding system for which they
are far from adequately resourced.

The education system is therefore increasingly
expensive, prone to corruption, and difficult to
succeed in. But the last nail in the coffin has been
the Modi government’s consistent and conscious
policy of evading accountability and avoiding
good-faith conversations on education. It
deliberately cleared the National Education Policy
2020 without seeking consensus or subjecting it
to parliamentary deliberations. The NTA itself
was never brought to Parliament and remains a
society that was set up by the Union Cabinet
without any accountability mechanisms. The
Education Minister infamously displayed his own
contempt for accountability by publicly
dismissing the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education’s recommendations to
strengthen the NTA, simply because it had
members of the Opposition in it. His
unwillingness to resign from office despite these
monumental failures has only further inflamed
public opinion.

The roots of protest

The student protests are a natural consequence
of these interrelated forces: today’s bleak
education landscape, which evokes only
hopelessness, and the Modi government’s
trademark arrogance and unwillingness to be
accountable or constructive. The brutality
perpetrated by the police personnel functioning
under the direct authority of the Union Home
Minister on student protesters is hardly
unprecedented for this regime. We all remember
vividly how armed policemen and paramilitary
forces savaged university campuses during the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act-National Register of
Citizens protests in 2020. The unacceptable
excesses against India’s women wrestlers can
never be erased from our memories.

The Modi government has not just degraded
India’s education landscape but has also made a
habit of acting with utter impunity, supreme
self-delusion, and abject insensitivity. India’s
students have called the Modi regime’s bluff. It is
our moral, political, and constitutional duty to
stand with them and safeguard their future.

Warning signals for India from NATO’s Ankara summit

countries that are politico-military allies

under the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) met in Ankara, Tiirkiye, on
July 7-8, 2026 for what is called the Ankara
Summit. Their stated objective was to review
progress made since the 2025 Summit in The
Hague and to set out a roadmap for continuing
delivery on NATO’s key objectives.

The gathering in Ankara is being regarded as
one of NATO’s more successful summits, despite
the abrasive presence of United States President
Donald Trump, who devoted most of his speaking
time to extolling the putative success of U.S.
strategy and talking up the superiority of
American weapons systems.

T he heads of state or government of the 32

A strategic road map

Four substantive commitments came out of
Ankara. First, the 32 NATO allies — too often
divided by divergent objectives and capacities —
agreed on their “ironclad commitment to (their)
collective defence under Article 5 of the
Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic
bond”; second, the unanimous endorsement of
“The Hague defence commitment”, in which all
NATO members undertook last year to allocate at
least five per cent of their respective Gross
Domestic Products (GDPs) on defence by 2035 —
an unprecedented hike over the two per cent
spending pledge that existed earlier. Third, NATO
declared its “unwavering support for Ukraine in
defending its freedom, sovereignty and territorial
integrity”, and fourth, the alliance partners
vowed to build a high technology, high capacity,
Europewide defence industrial base (DIB) — the
term for the network of firms, factories,
laboratories and skilled workers needed to build
and sustain a country’s military power.

The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on
implementation — turning political commitments
into military capability through investment,
industrial capacity and innovation.

Ajai Shukla
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Russia accuses the U.S. and European
democracies of unbridled expansionism, through
NATO’s progressive incorporation of East and
Central European countries. These include
Poland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former
Soviet republics that Moscow has historically
regarded as lying within its sphere of influence.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was driven in
part by the fear that Kyiv was inching towards
joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would
have increased NATO’s numbers from just 12
countries at its founding in 1949 to 31 now. The
Russian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but
spooked historically neutral Finland and Sweden
into abandoning nonalignment and becoming
NATO’s 31st and 32nd members.

NATO’s transformations

NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist,
but as merely adapting to Europe’s changing
strategic landscape. In 1990-91, with the relatively
peaceful ending of the Cold War and the
dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its
focus to out of area operations in theatres such as
the Balkans. After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the
World Trade Center towers, NATO made another
strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror.
Now, with Russia and China joining hands in a
new era of superpower confrontation, NATO is
adapting once again.

It was evident from the discussions at the
Ankara Summit that Europe has prioritised the
revitalisation of its DIB. The European defence
industry was struggling to scale up production
even before the five per cent defence spending
pledge at The Hague. European defence industry
giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of
shortages in ammunition production.

Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing
campaign against Iran, illustrates the inevitability
of weapons and ammunition shortages when
Asian allies’ demands for U.S. weaponry compete
with ongoing European needs. The U.S. has fired

more than 850 Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran
during this campaign. At the current production
rate of 85 per year, replacing these would take a
decade.

Many NATO members have capable defence
industrial bases, but there is little coordination of
alliance-wide priorities. The resulting strategic
mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war
to cluster in the critical categories of air defence
missiles and interceptors, precision guided
munitions, and artillery rockets. While the U.S.
decision to allow Ukraine to produce Patriot air
defence systems under licence is a strong signal
of support to Ukraine, more needs to be done.

Without a major revitalisation of Europe’s
defence industry, NATO’s five per cent pledge will
only deepen its dependency on the U.S. Half of
Europe’s defence spending between 2022-2024,
came from the U.S., up from 28% in 2019-2021.
Foreign Military Sales notifications to the U.S.
Congress for European customers have
quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.

Need for self-reliance

For the world’s big arms buyers and especially for
India, this spike in European demand is bad
news. As NATO spends more, the international
arms bazaar is shifting inexorably from a buyers’
market to a sellers’ market. The first sign of this
was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric
Aerospace in supplying India with F-404 fighter
jet engines, which are critically needed for the
Indian Air Force’s Tejas light combat aircraft
programme.

Looking ahead, as India’s defence increasingly
relies on new-age defence technologies and
weaponry, such as drones, artificial intelligence,
cyber and electronic warfare and resilient
networks, it will become critical for its defence
industry to achieve self-reliance in these
technology realms, rather than relying on
overstretched suppliers who have their own
battles to fight.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Don’t waste our time’

It is unfortunate that the
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
— whose reference to a
section of the youth as
“cockroaches” sparked a
movement that has since
grown into mass protests
and reached Parliament’s
doorstep — said that he was
not interested in watching
videos of alleged police
brutality against protesters

and urged the petitioner not
to waste the Court’s time
(“‘Don’t waste our time”: CJI
declines to take cognisance
of ‘police violence™, July
23). His refusal to review
evidence of alleged state
excesses raises questions
about judicial accountability
and the Court’s willingness
to address human rights
concerns. Since the
protesting coalition calls

itself the “Cockroach Janta
Party” in response to the
CJI’s controversial remark,
some may view the Bench’s
reluctance to engage with
the matter through that
lens. However, regardless of
the personal or political
context, the gravity of the
allegations warrants an
immediate hearing. The CJI
should reconsider his
position and fulfil his

constitutional duty by
examining the claims of
alleged state excesses.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

The immense stress and
anxiety inflicted on millions
of students and parents
seem to have been met
with bureaucratic deflection

rather than ministerial
accountability. When
youth-led grievances are
met with tear gas and
political deflections instead

Corrections & Clarifications

Following a clarification from the Registrar of [IT-Mandi, a sentence, “Doc-
toral students were required to attend the ‘special session
moved from the article, “A Trojan horse has breached the IITs” (Opinion

page, June 23, 2026).
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of genuine dialogue, youth
distrust with our democratic
system is inevitable.

Shobana Ravi,
Bengaluru
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Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s future?
e

PARLEY

orruption has shaped elections,

toppled governments, and sparked

some of the biggest public protests in

independent India. With digitalisation
and the Right to Information (RTI) Act, citizens
were promised greater transparency. Yet has
India actually become less corrupt?

This question has become pertinent as
thousands of students hold protests seeking
accountability after the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) paper was leaked earlier
this year. Their campaign has revived memories
= of the India Against Corruption movement that
galvanised the country more than a decade ago.

Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s
future? Shailesh Gandhi and Anjali Bhardwaj

Shailesh
Gandhi
Former Central

Information
Commissioner

g—lﬁj—;lcllwa. discuss the question in a conversation
2harcwaj moderated by Nivedita Varadarajan.

A transparency

activist For many, corruption is paying a bribe to get

associated with
Satark Nagrik
Sangathan

a service delivered. Has digitalisation helped
reduce such petty corruption?

Anjali Bhardwaj: Corruption in India goes from
the highest to the very lowest offices in the
country and people find it difficult to access
even their basic rights and entitlements.
Unfortunately, digitalisation is being pushed as a
magic wand, as if it would make everything
alright. But experience on the ground shows
that digitalisation by itself is not going to prevent
corruption. If you just go into any government
office today, it’s an open secret that there will be
somebody who will expect to be bribed.

In fact, with digitalisation, another layer has
been added for the poor and the marginalised
who find it very difficult to access services
because they are often unlettered and do not
have access to the Internet. They can’t easily fill
up forms on their own. Another middleman has
been added. They have to go to these private
cafes where they are charged obnoxious
amounts [to get government services].

A proper grievance redressal mechanism
needs to be put in place, where if somebody is
facing corruption, they can file a complaint and
it will be redressed in a time bound manner. A
grievance redressal law is required, and it has
not been brought through although Parliament
had discussed it in great detail in 2014.

The Right to Information Act was intended to
make the government accountable. Has the
Actlived up to its promise?

Shailesh Gandhi: The Act was one of the best
transparency Acts in the world. However, it has
been murdered by Supreme Court judgments
and bureaucracy. The law has now been
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Going strong: Students shout slogans during a protest in solidarity with the
ongoing protest at New Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, in Amritsar on July 23. AFp
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modified to such an extent by the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, that
all information relating to corruption can be
denied. A lot of countries do not have vigilance
departments in most government departments.
We have them in almost every government
department, but they don’t work. Now we also
have a Lokpal burning ¥50-%60 crore a year
delivering nothing. Lokayukta has been there for
years and yet we are not getting accountability.

Section 19 of the so-called Prevention of
Corruption Act used to say that sanction for
prosecution was required if a public servant was
accused of corruption. In 2018, Section 17A was
introduced, requiring government permission to
investigate corruption charges. Our judicial
system is creaking. Unless we enforce the rule,
corruption cannot reduce.

How is DPDP undermining the RTI Act?

SG: The original Act had an 87-word definition
for personal information. It said personal
information which was not part of public
activity or was intrusion of privacy could be
denied, but with a caveat that information shall
not be denied to Parliament or State legislatures;
only that information could be denied to
citizens. It was misinterpreted in the Girish
Ramchandra Deshpande judgment which said
that all personal information could be exempt.
The Puttaswamy judgment also created such a
theory without ensuring that there was a
balance between right to information and right
to privacy. In fact, right to privacy has been
called a fundamental right without a balance
act; it has made it easy for the government to
refuse sharing all kinds of personal information.
Your name is personal, your age is personal,
everything is personal. Information is being
denied and will slowly finish the RTI Act.

Does that make uncovering corruption so

In a democracy, it is important to ensure that
institutions of accountability, which are the
Executive, the Judiciary, and the Legislature,
remain accountable and function properly.
Unfortunately, these institutions have been
systematically weakened

ANJALI BHARDWA]J

much harder now than before?

AB: The RTI Act came because of a very strong
demand for an information access law. It has
been used to access information to hold
governments accountable.

We see that every year about six million RTI
requests are filed in our country. Its the highest
anywhere in the world. The law is used very
vibrantly, not just to ensure accountability in the
delivery of basic rights, but also to expose big
ticket corruption. I can hardly remember any
big scam that has got exposed in the country in
the last 20 years where the RTI has not played a
seminal role. Whether it is the Vyapam scam,
the Adarsh Housing Society scam or the
electoral bond scheme, the Act has been used.
The Act has been very effective in exposing
corruption and wrongdoing.

Unfortunately, we are also seeing how the
CBI, the ED and the Lokpal have been
completely compromised. Big-ticket corruption
cases are just not being tackled.

Do weak institutions enable corruption, or
does corruption weaken institutions?

SG: My submission is that we make great laws,
but do not implement them. Unless there is
punishment, corruption cannot be contained.
Let me give you a bit of information. This was a
study done by the Indian police general in 2008.
A study observed the performance of the CBI’s
entire anti-corruption branch from 1980 to 1984.
What was the outcome of that? About 280
people were accused of corruption in courts. 144
got convicted. The average time for investigation
was 13.4 months, whereas the average time for
the first trial was 88 months. In 2008, it was
found that only four people had been in prison
for more than 20 days — just four people.

Today, corruption is an ‘all-profit,
negligible-risk’ activity. So long as this continues,
there will be people who will take advantage of
this. We make laws and we break laws. We
should demand a road map for judicial delays to
be less than one year. In less than one year over
90% cases should be decided; this is being done
in various countries in the world.

Second, all Information Commissioners are

appointed without any transparency. We expect
people who are selected in a non-transparent
manner to deliver transparency. How does this
work? Lakhs of people were there on the roads
of Delhi for the Lokpal. After the Lokpal was
created, everybody lost interest. Nobody
bothers whether they are delivering or not.
Thirdly, the RTI Act should be strengthened.
The amendment by the DPDP Act should be
taken back. Finally, the media should take it on
itself to track 10-15 celebrity corruption cases,
track them and see how they have progressed.

AB: In a democracy, it is important to ensure
that institutions of accountability, which are the
Executive, the Judiciary, and the Legislature,
remain accountable to the people of India and
function properly. Unfortunately, these
institutions have been systematically weakened.

The government has understood that the best
way to not be transparent is to continue to work
behind a veil of secrecy. To do this, they need to
subvert the Information Commissioners’
functioning. A way to do this is to not make
appointments to the Information Commissions.
Since May 2014, when the BJP came to power,
not a single Information Commissioner has been
appointed to the central information
commission till people approached the Supreme
Court or the judiciary.

When the courts order an appointment, they
are made in a completely non-transparent
manner. We are also seeing that institutions like
the ED, the CBI or the Lokpal, simply don’t do
the investigations that are required of them to
hold those in power accountable. It’s almost as if
corruption is only being done by the Opposition.

Is corruption the biggest threat to the future?

AB: Well, yes, because corruption has a very
real human cost. How can a country expect to
be developed if corruption is not addressed? If
there is massive corruption in the delivery of
basic rights, like rations or healthcare or
education, how can we hope to become a
developed country? When there is corruption
and crony capitalism, there is every incentive for
those in power to subvert institutions.

SG: If India is at the 79th position in the rule of
law index, we have no hope of being among the
top nations of the world. We need to change
that. We need to ensure that corruption cases
are disposed of in less than a year.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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On reporting resistance and
resilience

Protests and hunger strikes not only challenge the status quo and bring
in change, they also transform the ones who resist

Shrimansi Kaushik

hen my professor Jyoti Dalal in-
w troduced me to British Philo-

sopher Howard Caygill’s book,
On Resistance: A Philosophy of Defiance, lit-
tle did I know that I would find myself re-
turning to its pages after reporting on the
student protests in Jantar Mantar and San-
sad Marg.

As journalists, we are trained to report
resistance as an event. We count protes-
ters, detentions, First Information Reports
(FIRs) and injuries. We report when a
march begins, when the police intervene,
and when the crowd disperses. We instinc-
tively ask whether the protest succeeded
or failed. Caygill, however, asks a different
question.

He describes resistance not merely as
an opposition to power but as a human ca-
pacity that has to be cultivated and pre-
served over time. It is not simply the act of
raising a slogan; it is the ability to return
the next day and the day after that. That
idea became difficult to ignore while co-
vering the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
protests as a reporter.

On July 19, a day after Sonam Wangchuk
was removed from Jantar Mantar, hun-
dreds gathered in solidarity with those
who had already spent 23 days at the prot-
est site. They came from Bihar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, Haryana, West Bengal,
Kerala, Odisha and beyond.

The following day, the crowds swelled
further. Internet services were disrupted
and metro stations were shut, yet people
walked several kilometres to reach Jantar
Mantar.

“Going to the protest?” was the con-
stant refrain I heard at almost every metro
station I travelled to on July 20.

If the growing crowds embodied the
protest’s spread, the people on hunger
strike embodied its endurance. I found
myself in awe of the students who, after 23
days without food, still carried themselves
with remarkable calm and composure.
Watching them, I realised that hunger had
ceased to be merely an absence of food. It
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and hope.

sult of it would be.

it burns the self.”

juries, detentions and FIRs.

endurance.

ics but also the one who cultivates it.

ing, a lesson for life.

composure with which many met it.

That, more than anything else, is what
carried back from the ground.

The protest gave me the lesson.

was as if they had developed a relationship
with it, a discipline around which they had
organised their bodies, speech, patience,

Outside, as people queued up, an elder-
ly man overheard me asking the youth
gathered there what brought them to the
protest site and what they expected the re-

“There is a fuel that runs the desire for
freedom,” the elderly man said . “Some-
times it burns those in power. Sometimes

The July 20 events were inevitably re-
ported through the language of confronta-
tion: barricades, tear gas, lathi charge, in-

But the quieter story was about what =
the elderly man had said: burning through

Perhaps the old man was pointing to-
wards what Caygill describes as the forma- -
tion of a ‘resistant subjectivity’. In his
reading of Gandhi, Howard Caygill traces
how Satyagraha evolved from being a stra-
tegic technique of resistance into a way of
life. Resistance not only transforms polit- | n

The choice, then, is not simply whether
to protest, but whether to preserve the ca-
pacity to continue resisting even when
confronted with repression, violence, fa-
tigue or suffering. The protest ceases to be
an event and becomes a condition of be-

As thousands marched towards Parlia-
ment through lathi charges and tear gas,
what stood out was not only the confronta-
tion with the police but the remarkable

Women, children, and the elderly
pushed through barricades, some offering
roses even as lathis rained down on them.
Scores were detained, yet many walked
out of police stations laughing and smiling.

Howard Caygill gave me the vocabulary.

shrimansi.kaushik@thehindu.co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
The calm after the storm

Sheep rescuers: Children relocate sheep to a safer place by boat after floodwaters submerged low-lying areas in Morigaon district, Assam, on July 17. The State government
said that the ongoing wave of floods in certain eastern districts of Assam has been the worst in 60 years. PTI

FROM THE ARCHIVES @]Iw? :

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 24, 1976

W. German programme for
medicos from third world

Bonn, July 22: Too many medical students
from developing nations stay on in West
Germany after becoming doctors instead of
I | going back home where they are needed.
To help reverse the Third World drain of
urgently needed medicos, the Economic
Ministry in Bonn has co-operated with the
German Medical Association to work out a
‘multi-million dollar’ reintegration

B Pandu,

programme.

The Medical Association estimates that
more than 6,000 of the 8,560 qualified foreign
doctors practising in West Germany are from
Third World countries where, in some cases,
there is only one doctor for as many as
40,000 inhabitants.

The primary reason for their remaining
abroad is that their training is not oriented to
Third World needs, a spokesman for the
Association said to-day. He explained that the
highly specialised medical education offered
in industrial nations is not geared to the
doctoring required in underdeveloped areas.
Starting in August, the Association will offer
6-month “re-integration” programmes.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 24, 1926
The Middle East vote

London, July 20: An explanatory statement on
the new Middle Eastern Services vote for 1926
issued by the Colonel Office shows a
expenditure of four million four hundred and
forty-four thousand sterling for 1926 compared
with four million and nine hundred and
twenty-five thousand in 1925. The decrease is
approximately halved between Palestine and
Iraq and to a smaller degree Arabia. The cost of
the Imperial garrison in the two former
countries for 1926 is shown at £3,455,500 being
a decrease of £347,800.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Death toll in Sikkim
hydropower tunnel
disaster

The death toll in the Sikkim
2 hydropower tunnel disaster

has risen to 25 after authorities
recovered the bodies of the remaining
trapped workers, bringing the four-day
rescue operation to an end. Officials said a
methane gas explosion triggered the

tunnel collapse. ap

2 150 in  crore. The
Punjab
9

released over 32,150 crore under various
social security schemes during the current
financial year up to June, Women and
Child Development Minister Baljit Kaur
said on Thursday. e

government has

14,5275

the second phase of its strategic petroleum
reserve programme under a public-private
partnership (PPP) model, with government
viability gap funding capped at 60% of the
total project cost, the government said. pri

to develop

lakh. A total of 1.83 lakh
® people lost their lives in

in 2025, when 5.13 lakh road accidents
were reported across the country,
Parliament was informed. On average, 59
road accidents took place every hour,
resulting in 21 deaths every hour. e

Amount sanctioned Estimated cost of Number of road Amount sanctioned by
by Punjab govt. for Phase-Il strategic oil accident deaths Kerala govt. for social
various schemes reserves to be built in India in 2025 security pensions

road accidents in India

l 095 in T crore. The
Kerala
9

government has

sanctioned over 1,095 crore for the
distribution of social security and welfare
board pensions for July, benefiting more
than 65 lakh people across the State. pni
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How should cities reclaim footpaths?

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted? What does the Act require before vendors can be removed? What is the role of the Town Vending Committee? Can

street vendors be evicted before a survey is completed? Why has Bengaluru's footpath drive come under scrutiny?

EXPLAINER

Rishita Khanna

The story so far:
ollowing the Supreme Court’s
recognition of the right to walk
on safe, obstruction-free
footpaths as a fundamental
right, Bengaluru Development Minister

Krishna Byre Gowda directed the five city

corporations under the Greater
Bengaluru Authority to launch a 10-day

‘Safe Footpath’ drive. The drive removed

thousands of street vendors from
pavements and cleared encroachments.
While many welcomed the initiative, it
also raised questions over whether the
removals complied with the Street
Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014,

which seeks to balance pedestrians’ right

to walk with street vendors’ right to
livelihood.

Why was the Street Vendors Act
enacted?

The Supreme Court’s recognition of the
right to walk does not mean street
vending has no place on public streets.
Long before the latest ruling, the court

had repeatedly held that street vending is
a ‘legitimate’ occupation protected under

Article 19 of the Constitution, while

making it clear that it can be regulated in

the public interest.
Those judgments were born out of a

recurring pattern — municipal bodies and

police evicting vendors, mostly without
notice, reducing years of livelihoods to
rubble overnight.

The Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2014, was enacted to end
such arbitrary removals by laying down

the process for regulating street vending.

Contrary to popular perception, the
Act is neither an anti-encroachment law
nor one that gives vendors an
unrestricted right over public spaces.

" ’ b .= - oy

In Bengaluru, corporations started removing vendors before putting in place the mechanism through which the Act is meant to work. K. MURALI KUMAR

Instead, it seeks to balance two
competing rights — the public’s right to
safe, obstruction-free footpaths and a
street vendor’s right to earn a livelihood.
It lays down a step-by-step process that
every city is expected to follow before
deciding who can vend, where they can
vend and when they can be removed or
relocated.

What process does the Act prescribe
before vendors can be removed?

The first step is the constitution of a Town
Vending Committee (TVC), the backbone
of the law.

The committee includes officials,
police, planning authorities, resident
representatives and street vendors
themselves, who must make up at least
40% of its members, with representation
for women and other marginalised
communities. The idea is that decisions
affecting vendors should not be taken
without vendors having a seat at the table.
Every subsequent step is expected to flow

L. W a2

through this committee.

Once the committee is constituted, the
Act requires it to survey all street vendors.
The survey is meant to identify existing
vendors before the authorities decide
who can continue vending and under
what conditions.

Moreover, the Act protects existing
vendors during this process. It states that
no street vendor should be evicted or
relocated until the survey has been
completed and Certificates of Vending
have been issued. The protection was
built into the law to prevent exactly the
kind of arbitrary removals that had
prompted its enactment.

Once the survey is completed, eligible
vendors are issued a Certificate of
Vending. It is official permission to vend
at a specified location and under specified
conditions. The certificate does not give a
vendor ownership over public land. It
only recognises the right to vend in
accordance with the Act.

The Act does not prohibit the removal

2 -

of street vendors. It only requires that
such action follow the process laid down
under the law.

Why has Bengaluru’s footpath drive
come under scrutiny?

In Bengaluru, corporations started
removing vendors before putting in place
the mechanism through which the Act is
meant to work.

Although Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar later promised relocation,
the Act requires a TVC to identify vending
and no-vending zones. Bengaluru does
not have one.

While the Karnataka government acted
on the Supreme Court’s recognition of
pedestrians’ right to safe footpaths, the
Street Vendors Act makes it equally clear
that reclaiming those footpaths cannot
become a justification for bypassing the
safeguards enacted to protect street
vendors’ livelihoods. That balance, not
the primacy of one right over the other, is
the very foundation of the law.

THE GIST
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The Street Vendors Act, 2014,
was enacted to regulate street
vending by balancing
pedestrians’ right to safe,
obstruction-free footpaths with
street vendors’ right to
livelihood, while preventing
arbitrary evictions.

v

The Act requires authorities to
constitute a Town Vending
Committee, conduct surveys,
issue Certificates of Vending
and identify vending and
no-vending zones before
vendors are removed or
relocated.

The right to protest and the
limits of police power

What the Constitution, the BNSS and court rulings say about regulating demonstrations and the use of force

Devyanshi Bihani
The story so far:

gathered at Jantar Mantar in

Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)

“Chalo Sansad” march, carrying placards

demanding reforms in the National

Testing Agency (NTA) and the resignation
of Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan. Within hours, the
demonstration descended into clashes.
Police used tear gas and lathi charges to
disperse protesters attempting to march
towards Parliament. Tear gas enveloped
parts of the protest route as
demonstrators ran to escape the

crackdown. Several nearby Metro stations

were temporarily closed, and many
demonstrators reported losing mobile
connectivity during the march, making
communication and coordination
difficult.

The incident has again brought an old
question into focus: how should a
democracy police public protest?

it »

eople from across the country

central Delhi on July 20 for the

Is the right to protest absolute?
The Constitution guarantees citizens the
right to assemble peacefully under Article
19(1)(b). But that right is subject to
“reasonable restrictions” under Article
19(3) in the interests of public order, the
sovereignty and integrity of India, and
other constitutionally recognised
grounds. In practice, these restrictions
are implemented through laws governing
public order and policing.

The legal authority to regulate protests,
however, comes from a range of statutes.

Was the CJP march unlawful?
Whether a protest is “unlawful” is a legal
question that depends on the facts and
circumstances of each case. Under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), an
assembly of five or more persons
becomes an unlawful assembly only if its
common object falls within specific
categories, such as using criminal force,
resisting the execution of law, committing
an offence, or compelling another person
by force or threat. A gathering that begins
lawfully may also become unlawful if its

conduct changes over the course of the
event.

Ahead of the march, Delhi Police said
the CJP had not sought permission for a
procession to Parliament. It also pointed
to prohibitory orders issued under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which barred
protests, marches and demonstrations in
the New Delhi district, except at the
designated Jantar Mantar protest site with
prior permission. As demonstrators
attempted to march towards Parliament,
officers stopped the procession and
eventually used tear gas and lathi charges
to disperse the crowd. The authorities’
response has since come under judicial
scrutiny, with the Delhi High Court
seeking responses from the Centre and
the Delhi Police on petitions alleging
police brutality and excessive use of force.

What standards govern police action?
The National Human Rights Commission’s
Manual on Human Rights for Police
Officers emphasises that effective policing
and respect for human rights are

complementary rather than conflicting
objectives.

It states that “A democratic country like
India needs democratic policing, which is
based on the idea of the police as
protectors of the rights of citizens and the
rule of law, while ensuring the safety and
security of all equally.” The manual also
notes that human rights violations by
police can have “a multi-dimensional
impact” by eroding public confidence,
bringing institutions into disrepute and
“even escalating civil unrest at times.”

The principles are consistent with the
UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force
and Firearms, which require force to be
lawful, necessary and proportionate.

When can police use force?

Under the BNSS, an Executive Magistrate
or an authorised police officer may order
an unlawful assembly, or an assembly
likely to disturb public peace, to disperse.
If the assembly does not comply, the law
permits it to be dispersed by force.

The Code of Conduct for the Police in
India states that police should, as far as
practicable, “use the methods of
persuasion, advice and warning. When
the application of force becomes
inevitable, only the irreducible minimum
force required in the circumstances
should be used.” Beyond the use of force
itself, the protests also raised questions
about police accountability after videos
appeared to show some police personnel
without visible name tags or with their
faces covered. While the BNSS requires
every police officer arresting to bear an

accurate, visible and clear identification
of his or her name, it contains no
corresponding requirement for police
personnel engaged in crowd-control or
the dispersal of assemblies.

How has the Supreme Court viewed
protests?

A day after the clashes, a lawyer urged the
Supreme Court to take suo motu
cognisance of the alleged police excesses,
citing videos circulating online. Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant orally declined
the request, saying, “We are not
interested in videos... Don’t waste our
[court’s] time, and don’t waste your
time.”

Over the years, however, the Supreme
Court has repeatedly laid down principles
governing both the right to protest and
the limits of police action.

In Anita Thakur v. State of Jammu &
Kashmir (2016), the court held that the
use of excessive force violates
fundamental rights and awarded
compensation to the injured protesters,
emphasising that police action must
remain reasonable and accountable.

More recently, in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan v. Union of India (2018), the
court reiterated that while authorities
may regulate demonstrations to maintain
public order, they cannot extinguish the
right to protest altogether. In Amit Sahni v.
Commissioner of Police (2020), arising
from the Shaheen Bagh protests, it
affirmed that dissent is a constitutional
right but cannot result in the indefinite
occupation of public spaces.

»




Friday, July 24, 2026
CHENNAI

THE HINDU

Text&Context

11

CACHE

GETTY IMAGES

Are smartphones becoming smarter with
the rise of on-device AI?

On-device Al processes machine learning algorithms and generative Al models directly on a smartphone’s local hardware; while physical constraints

prevent it from matching the scale of cloud-based large language models, the industry is converging on a hybrid application model

Haider Ali Khan

he transition of Artificial

Intelligence (Al) from the cloud

to the local device, often called

on-device Al, is arguably the
most significant shift in the smartphone
industry since the inception of the app
ecosystem. For over a decade, consumer
AT has been synonymous with the cloud:
when you asked a question to an
assistant, your data travelled across the
globe to a massive data centre, was
processed, and then sent back to your
device. Now, users are witnessing a
seismic shift. Intelligence is moving from
remote servers to the silicon residing in
their handheld devices.

What is on-device AI?
On-device Al refers to the processing of
machine learning algorithms and
generative Al models directly on the
smartphone’s local hardware. Instead of
relying on a constant connection to a
remote server, the device performs the
computation using dedicated silicon,
primarily Neural Processing Units (NPUs).
In 2026, this is no longer a fringe
feature; it is becoming the foundation of
how premium smartphones function.
Whether it is real-time language
translation, advanced computational
photography, or proactive system
optimisation, on-device Al handles these
tasks locally. The implications for the user
experience are profound with faster
response times, privacy and crucially, the

ability to function without an internet
connection.

How has the hardware changed?

The shift to on-device AI has been fuelled
by rapid advances in specialised
hardware, particularly the NPU. Unlike
general-purpose CPUs or graphics-heavy
GPUs, NPUs are purpose-built to handle
the mathematical heavy lifting required
by neural networks.

In recent years, breakthroughs in
semiconductor technology have allowed
for the integration of these powerful chips
into mainstream consumer hardware. As
aresult, generative Al features that were
previously thought to be impossible to
run on a mobile phone such as live
voice-to-voice translation or generative
photo editing, are now running natively.

This has made the smartphone an
intelligent, proactive companion as the
device is now capable of system-wide
integration, where the Al can understand
the user’s workflow, analyse intent and
act on their behalf across different
applications.

What is the most important benefit
from on-device AI?

Perhaps the greatest advances of
on-device Al are the easing of tension
between personalisation and privacy. To
provide a customised experience, Al
needs massive amounts of personal data,
including financial and health metrics,
calendar schedules and behavioural
patterns.

Under a cloud-only model, users are
understandably hesitant to share their
most intimate details that will be
processed on remote servers. On-device
Al solves this by turning the smartphone
into a black box of personal intelligence.
Because data never leaves the hardware,
user confidence grows. The device learns
from the user locally, creating a bespoke
experience that improves with every
interaction, without ever compromising
the individual’s digital footprint. This is
the holy grail of user experience: having a
phone that understands you intimately
while keeping that understanding entirely
to yourself.

What are some of the challenges in
adopting on-device AI?

Despite the rapid infusion of powerful
hardware, a significant gap remains
between a device’s capabilities and a
user’s adoption. Industry analysts suggest
that while flagship smartphones offer an
impressive suite of tools like proactive
writing assistance, intelligent
summarisation and real-time call
translation, these features have yet to
trigger a super-cycle of upgrades.

For most consumers, current Al
features are perceived as nice-to-have
enhancements rather than essential
utilities. This reveals a critical challenge
for manufacturers as they must move
beyond marketing standalone Al features
and integrate the technology so deeply
into the system’s workflow that the
smartphone becomes truly indispensable.

Furthermore, there is a technical
limitation. While on-device Al is
incredibly efficient, it has physical
constraints. It cannot yet match the sheer
scale and raw power of cloud-based large
language models. The industry is
therefore converging on a hybrid
application model. In this ecosystem, the
heavy lifting, such as processing massive,
multi-modal datasets, remains in the
cloud, while sensitive and time-critical
tasks migrate to the edge.

What is the future of on-device AI?
The smartphone industry is undergoing
an identity shift. The focus has shifted
from physical specifications, like the
thinness of a bezel or the pixel count of a
camera, to the sophistication of the Al
models powering the device.

The game is now in smartphones that
are powered by Al with deep,
system-wide integration, that allows
agents to navigate multiple applications,
understand context and achieve goals on
behalf of the user. As hardware becomes
increasingly homogenised across brands,
the soul of the smartphone will be
defined by its intelligence.

The bridge to that future is on-device
Al transforming a generic piece of glass
and silicon into a truly personal, private,
and proactive companion. The challenge
for the coming year will be to see if these
devices can move from being impressive
technical demonstrators to essential
assistants that the average user relies on
every single day.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Here is a quiz on protest movements in recent times in India:

Radhika Santhanam

A
A QUESTION 3
QUESTION 1

This controversial law offering
a path to Indian citizenship to
six religious minority
communities from
neighbouring countries led to
nationwide protests in 2019 A

and 2020. Name the law. QUESTION 4

A The 2016 death by suicide of this student
QUESTION 2 drew attention to the fight against

In 2015, students of this institutional caste discrimination. Name
education centre went on him.

strike protesting the A

government’s appointment of | QUESTION 5

a television A horrific incident in Delhi in 2012

actor-turned-politician as
chairperson. What is the name
of the education centre whose
alumni include Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, Naseeruddin
Shah, and Jaya Bachchan and

CM
K

the name of the appointee?

A global pop star and a prominent
climate activist posted on X in support of
protests that captured global headlines
for days in India in 2021. Their posts
sparked a reaction from the Indian
government. Name them.

sparked nationwide protests, which came

to be known as the Nirbhaya movement. A
What is the name of the judicial
committee formed to recommend
amendments to India’s criminal laws in
the incident’s aftermath?

Visual Question:

WA NS S

This movement was named as one of the “Top 10 News
Stories of 2011” by Time magazine. Name the man and
woman in the photo.

.41

/“7

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

™ | Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Which country has hosted the most Games? Ans:
Australia (five times)
2. Which city was confirmed in 2022 as the host but pulled
out because of cost factors and which Asian country also
backed out? Ans: Victoria (Australia) and Malaysia
3. How many core sports and medals are on offer? Ans:
215 gold medals across 10 core sports
4. Who was the first Indian to win a Gold medal at the
Games and how many medals has India won since its
debut in 1934? Ans: Milkha Singh (men’s 440 yards at
Cardiff 1958) and 564 (including 22 gold)
5. This Indian won 15 medals at the Games. Ans: Jaspal
Rana and shooting
6. Which Olympic medallists will carry the Indian tricolour
and bear the ceremonial baton at the Glasgow 2026

* | opening ceremony? Ans: Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina
=i . | Borgohain respectively
7. In which sports are Nayan Moni Saikia, Pranati Nayak,
and Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam expected to shine? Ans:
Lawn bowls, artistic gymnastics, and track cycling
Visual: Name this mascot. Ans: Finnie the unicorn
Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Piyali Tuli | Neil
Lall | Prodosh Mitra | Prem Nath Tiwari

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the meaning of the idiom “to
bite the dust”? (M. C. Subhash, Patna)
This is an expression that was made
popular by old cowboy movies. When you
say that someone has bitten the dust, it
implies that he/she is dead. It is an
expression that is normally used in
informal contexts. Do not walk into
someone’s house and say, “I understand
that your father bit the dust yesterday. I
am so sorry.” Here are a few examples.

When referring to things, “to bite the
dust” means “to break or to fail”. This is
the sense in which the expression is used
most often these days.

Another one of Promod’s plans bit the
dust.

How do you pronounce the word
“hooch”? (R. Ganesan, Madurai)
The “00” is like the “00” in “fool”, “cool”,
and “pool”. The final “ch” is like the “ch”
in “chips”, “chap”, and “chin”. Any idea
what the word means? This is a word
used in very informal contexts in
American English to refer to any alcoholic
beverage that has been made illegally.

He offered me some hooch, but I turned
it down.

What is the meaning of “snail mail”?
(N. Mukunda Kumar, Chennai)

Are you into computers? Do you access
the Internet frequently? Do you send
e-mail every day? If you do, then like me,
you too are probably amazed at the speed
at which communication takes place
these days. You can send mail to someone
in America and get a reply in a matter of
hours/minutes. Earlier, it used to take at
least a couple of weeks to get a reply. The
word “snail mail” refers to the regular
mail - letters that we write to our friends
and relations and put in a letterbox.
Letters that normally take a couple of
days to reach their destination —
sometimes never reach at all! As you may
have probably guessed, this word was
coined by some computer buff.

What is the difference between “flats”
and “apartments”? (S. Harish,
Davangere, Karnataka)

There is no difference; these are merely
two words that are used on different sides
of the Atlantic to refer to the same thing.
Americans tend to use the word
“apartment”, while those in England
prefer “flat”.

What is the meaning of “ad
nauseam”? (N. K. Rayaguru, Chennai)
First let’s deal with the pronunciation.
The word “ad” rhymes with the words
“pad”, “bad”, and “sad”. The “au” is like

» <«

the “ore” in “tore”, “pore” and “core”.
The following “s” is like the “z” in “zip”
and “zoo”. The “e” is like the “i” in “pit”,
“bit”, and “hit”, while the final “a” is like
the “a” in “China”. Some people
pronounce the final “a” like the “a” in
“act”, “pact” and “fact”. The main stress
is on the first syllable of “nauseam”.
When someone does something ad
nauseam they do it repeatedly over a long
period of time. He/she does it so often
that you become sick and tired of it; very
often you become irritated by it. Here are
a few examples.

For the next hour the child played the
same song ad nauseam.

Sashi went on ad nauseam about what a
wonderful wife he has.
Published in The Hindu on May 22, 2001

Word of the day

Platitude:

a trite or obvious remark

Synonyms: cliché, stereotype, truism

Usage: instead of offering solutions, he
repeated platitudes.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/platitude

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pleetitfu:d/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Wipro Consumer to buy TTK

Healthcare brands for 3256 cr.

Wipro Consumer Care & Lighting on Thursday
signed definitive agreements to acquire TTK
Healthcare Ltd.s Good Home and Eva brands.
The combined purchase value for these two
brands is 256 crore, according to industry
sources. The two brands together reported
revenues of 148 crore in FY26. The acquisition
marks Wipro Consumer Care’s 17th acquisition
and expands its portfolio across home care, air

care and fragrance categories.

IndiGo flies into 3238 cr. Q1

loss on war, fuel turbulence

IndiGo on Thursday reported a 3238 crore net
loss for the three months ended June as higher
fuel prices and the West Asia conflict resulted in
turbulence for the country’s largest airline. The
airline had a profit of 2,176.3 crore in the
year-ago period. In the first quarter of the
current fiscal, InterGlobe Aviation saw its total
income rise to 325,614.1 crore from 321,542.6
crore a year ago. However, overall expenses
surged during the same period, said a release. e

Cipla June quarter net profit

declines 39% to X785.55 crore

Drugmaker Cipla’s consolidated net profit for the
quarter ended June declined 39% to ¥785.55
crore compared with the 31,291.61 crore in the
year earlier on the back of lower sales in the key
North America market. The net profit came on a
more than 2% increase in total revenue from
operations to ¥7,119.28 crore (36,957.47 crore).
Contributing to the revenue growth was a 12%
rise in India business to 33,452 crore (3,070 cr.).

HPCL, BPCL have secured supplies until Aug.

Both refiners working on procurement for crude for September; post net loss in the first quarter of the current financial year — their first since the

onset of the Russia-Ukraine conflict; amid supply disruptions on the West Asian route, the refiners say they tapped spot purchases from elsewhere

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

tate-owned oil mar-
Sketing companies,

Hindustan  Petro-
leum and Bharat Petro-
leum, have secured sup-
plies until the end of
August and are working on
procuring supplies for Sep-
tember onwards, execu-
tives of the two oil-market-
ing  companies  told
analysts in their respective
post-results call on
Thursday.

Speaking to analysts,
Hindustan Petroleum CMD
Vikas Kaushal informed
the refiner had supplies

stocked until the end of Au-
gust. “We are very well co-
vered for our crude till the
end of August fully. In fact,
yesterday we have started
to buy for September,” in-
formed Mr. Kaushal.

Separately, Vetsa Ra-
makrishna Gupta, Director
(Finance) at Bharat Petro-
leum informed that their
stocks too were tied until
August and had begun
scouting for September
onwards.

The first tranche of the
conflict in West Asia which
spanned for more than
hundred days disrupted
shipping and energy trade
through the essential ener-
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Extra mile: BPCL had diversified crude sourcing from outside
the Strait of Hormuz, including from Russia and Venezuela. REUTERS

gy route, that is, the Strait
of Hormuz.

Consequently, the ship-
ping disruptions caused
prices of benchmark brent

crude staying elevated
beyond the $100 per barrel
mark for sustained pe-
riods. Amid the supply dis-
ruptions from the West

Asian route, the refiners in-
formed they increasingly
tapped spot purchases
from elsewhere.

Mr. Gupta told analysts
that Bharat Petroleum
spurred their spot pur-
chases to about 69% of the
overall basket in the first
quarter compared with
44% in the comparable pe-
riod last year.

He also informed ana-
lysts that Bharat Petroleum
diversified its crude sourc-
ing from outside the Strait
of Hormuz, including from
Russia, Venezuela and
Angola.

“This is including in-
creasing the Russian crude

grades to 38% of the total
procurement during the
quarter,” he stated.
Specifically on Russian
crude, Mr. Gupta informed
that it was reviewing offers

coming for September
procurement.
About potential dis-

counts on crude from Rus-
sia, he said, “Although
based on recent develop-
ments in the crude market,
no one [presently] is offer-
ing any discount for Rus-
sian crude.”

The Mumbai-based re-
finers posted a net loss in
the June-end quarter -
their first since the onset of
the Russia-Ukraine war.

IndiGo, Al oppose Adani’s airline entry

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo and Air India have
opposed Adani Group’s re-
ported interest in entering
the airline business, raising
concerns over conflicts of
interest and the potential
erosion of competition.

The conglomerate is
learnt to have approached
the government to remove
cross-ownership  restric-
tions that currently limit
airline ownership in air-
ports and vice versa.

‘No global precedent’

In an analysts’ call on Wed-
nesday to discuss the quar-
terly results, IndiGo Ma-
naging Director Rahul
Bhatia said in a response to
a query that there was “no

Rahul Bhatia

global precedent because
it would typically raise a
massive conflict of interest,
and over a period of time it
would be against the inter-
est of consumers.”

The government is con-
sidering relaxing cross-ow-
nership restrictions bet-
ween airports and airlines,
a move that media reports
have linked to a request
from the Adani Group.

The restrictions are em-
bedded in airport conces-
sion agreements. While the
Noida International Air-
port (Jewar) and Navi
Mumbai airport agree-
ments prohibit entities
with more than 26% stake
in an airline from owning
an airport, the Delhi and
Mumbai airport agree-
ments impose a stricter
10% cap.

The same provisions
can also be applied in re-
verse, effectively prevent-
ing airport operators from
acquiring stakes in airlines.

A senior Air India execu-
tive told The Hindu “verti-
cal consolidation in the air-
line industry is a
problem”, referring to
Adani Group’s presence in
eight airports and interest

in flying training, aircraft
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO), retail,
food and beverage conces-
sions at airports, and air
cargo.

‘Recipe for conflict’

“It is a recipe for conflict of
interest as well as squeez-
ing other players. Such a
consolidation across value
chain not only kills compe-
tition but also results in
fewer jobs,” the Air India
official said.

The remarks from the
two airlines, which togeth-
er account for nearly 90%
of India’s domestic avia-
tion market, indicate that
any proposal by Adani to
enter the airline business is
likely to face stiff opposi-
tion.

Govt. eases FDI rules
for e-com firms, first
big relaxation in years

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a significant relaxation
in its long-held stance, the
government has proposed
allowing foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in e-com-
merce companies that
hold inventory and don’t
just act as marketplaces as
long as this inventory is
used for exports.

India has for nearly a de-
cade allowed FDI only in
business to business (B2B)
e-commerce and where
the company only serves
as a marketplace but does
not hold inventory of its

own. This was aimed at
protecting small traders in
India and to uphold the go-
vernment’s ban on FDI in
multi-brand retails as well.

“In order to facilitate
greater exports through
easier and increased ac-
cess of global markets by
Indian sellers, the extant
FDI policy has been re-
viewed and it is decided
that the restrictions on in-
ventory-based model of e-
commerce shall not apply
in case of exports of dom-
estically  manufactured
and/or produced goods/
products,” the commerce
ministry said on Thursday.

Bank credit-deposit ratio at a
62-year high of 82.6% in Q1

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Indian banks’ credit depo-
sit (CD) ratio stood at a 62-
year high of 82.6% in the
first quarter of fiscal 2027
as loans grew faster than
deposits, as per Centre for
Monitoring Indian Econo-
my (CMIE) data.

Loans grew at 18.6%
year-on-year (YoY) to
3219.3 lakh crore while de-
posits rose 13.3% to 3265.4
lakh crore in Ql.

The variance between
the loan and deposit
growth was at 5 percentage
points - the widest since
June quarter of fiscal 2024.

Since QIFY22, the least
growth in loans was 8.5%
whereas deposits did not
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Widening gap: Variance between loan and deposit growth was 5
percentage points - the widest since June quarter of fiscal 2024.

grow faster than 16%. Ana-
lysts say the ratio had more
to do with change in liabil-
ities’ composition.

Excess investments

“Over the last five years,
banks had excess invest-
ments on their balance
sheet, which they had re-

deployed in loans. So, opti-
cally, the loan book was
growing faster and the in-
vestment book growing
slower. Therefore CD ratio
looked higher. Second,
banks’ capital is at life-time
high and this gets lent out,”
said Piran Engineer, senior
research analyst at CLSA.

SEBI mulls
revamp of
portfolio
manager rules

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Markets regulator SEBI
proposed expanding in-
vestment avenues for port-
folio managers by allowing
them to invest in ‘to-be-list-
ed’ securities and overseas
listed equity and debt.

The move is aimed at
broadening the investment
universe and providing in-
vestors access to wider
market opportunities. It
proposed portfolio manag-
ers offering discretionary
portfolio management ser-
vices to invest up to 10% of
client’s assets under man-
agement in investment-
grade unlisted debt.

Indian rice export rates hit 10-month
high amid adverse weather concerns

Reuters

Indian rice export prices
rose to a near 10-month
high this week, driven by
tight paddy supplies and
concerns over the new-sea-
son crop after patchy mon-
soon rainfall, with adverse
weather keeping traders
on edge in major Asian
hubs.

India’s 5% broken par-
boiled variety <RI-INBKN5-
P1> was quoted at $356-
$361 per tonne, up from
last week’s $352-$357.In-
dian 5% broken white rice
was priced at $355 to $360
per tonne.

“Paddy prices have ri-
sen as market supplies re-
main tight. Exporters are
raising their offers to re-

Exporters are raising their offers
to reflect higher procurement
costs, said a trader.

flect higher procurement
costs,” a Kolkata-based
trader said.

Thailand’s 5% broken
rice <RI-THBKN5-P1> was
quoted at $450to $460 per
tonne, slightly higher from
$445-$450 last week.

“The price increase was
driven by domestic fac-

tors,” a Bangkok-based
trader said.

“Only regular customers
were making purchases,
with no large lots coming
in yet, while spot or occa-
sional buyers are purchas-
ing less,” the trader said,
adding that there were also
concerns about the up-
coming crop yields.

Another trader said that
demand has been quiet
while the supply situation
would be more clear next
month. In Bangladesh, rice
prices have risen over the
past week,especially for
fine varieties, amid con-
cerns over tightening sup-
plies after successive
weather-related shocks.

Traders cited higher
paddy prices and recent

flood damage,which affect-
ed crops across at least
28,610 hectares in 12 dis-
tricts, including paddy
fields and rice seed beds.

Earlier this year, heavy
pre-monsoon rains and up-
stream inflows damaged
the country’s summer rice
crop in the northeastern
wetlands, leaving it with an
estimated rice production
shortfall of more than
200,000 metric tons.

Meanwhile, in Vietnam,
5% broken rice <RI-
VNBKN5-P1> was offered at
$430 on Thursday, down
from a range of $445-$450
last week. “Supplies are
building up from the ongo-
ing summer-autumn har-
vest,” a trader based in Ho
Chi Minh City said.

Infosys Q1 net climbs 12%, trims
FY27 revenue guidance to 1.5%-3%

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Infosys posted a net profit
of 37,769 crore during the
June ended quarter, a
12.2% year-on-year growth.

Revenue from opera-
tions rose 14% to 348,211
crore. In Ql, it reported
large order bookings worth
$3.6 billion versus $3.2 bil-
lion sequentially and $3.8
billion a year ago. Of these,
the net new deals account-
ed for 61% indicating posi-
tive deal momentum. Al-
driven services contribut-
ed 8.2% of total revenue.

Infosys trimmed FY27
revenue growth guidance
to 1.5% to 3% from 3.5%, in
constant currency terms;
Margin guidance was re-
tained at 20%-22%.

“Al momentum is now
rapidly converting into re-

CM
K

Ashiss Kumar Dash

venue which demonstrates
how Infosys’ differentiated
enterprise Al value propo-
sition is translating into
consistent market share
gains,” said Salil Parekh,
CEO and MD.

According to Shubham
Rathore, Principal Analyst,
Gartner, Infosys is convert-

Dash is Infosys’
CEO-designate

Infosys named Ashiss Kumar
Dash as CEO-designate,
effective April 2027. Following
the completion of Mr. Parekh’s
second term on March 31,
2027, Mr. Dash, now EVP &
Global Head - Services,
Utilities, Resources, Energy &
Enterprise Sustainability, will
succeed him as MD and chief
executive officer.

ing Al momentum into re-
venue with Al services now
accounting for 8.2% of its
total revenue.

“Despite navigating a
challenging  macroeco-
nomic environment and
cautious client spending,
Infosys’s strategic invest-
ments in its Topaz plat-

form position it strongly
for digital transformation,”
he commented.

CFO Jayesh Sanghrajka
said, “We are accelerating
investments in Al, talent,
and platforms to drive fu-
ture growth and remain
committed to improving
productivity, expanding
operating leverage and
maintaining the financial
flexibility needed to capi-
talise on emerging oppor-
tunities while delivering
sustainable shareholder
value.”

Infosys said it would roll
out annual salaries hikes
phases viz. in October and
in January next year. As on
June 30, staff strength
stood at 3,28,062, a net in-
crease of 4,274. However, it
reported a net decline of
532 people in the sequen-
tial quarter.

Maruti Brezza
receives 5-star
Bharat NCAP
safety rating

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.
said it had received 5-star
safety rating in both Adult
Occupant Protection (AOP)
and Child Occupant Pro-
tection (COP) for its up-
coming vehicle sport utili-
ty vehicle (SUV) the New
Brezza, under the Bharat
New Car Assessment Pro-
gram (Bharat NCAP).

The model is slated to
launch on Friday. It is
equipped with several safe-
ty features including blind
spot warning with lane
change alert, rear cross
traffic alert, front parking
sensors, tyre pressure
monitoring system
(TPMS), emergency stop
signal, safe exit warning,
amongst others.

SBI Foundation announces 100 cr.
scholarship for 25,000 students

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

SBI Foundation, the Cor-
porate Social Responsibili-
ty (CSR) arm of the State
Bank of India (SBI), has an-
nounced the launch of the
SBI Platinum Jubilee Asha
Scholarship 2026 — one of
India’s largest corporate
scholarship programmes
under which 25,707 meri-
torious students from eco-
nomically disadvantaged
families across the country
will receive annual scholar-
ships ranging from 15,000
to 15,00,000, depending
on the category.

The scholarship is for
students across multiple
academic pathways, in-
cluding school students
(Classes 9-12), undergrad-
uate and postgraduate stu-
dents studying at NIRF Top
300 or NAAC A-rated insti-
tutions, Medical (MBBS)

The scholarship is for
students across
multiple academic
pathways, including
school students

students, students en-
rolled at IITs and IIMs and
students pursuing master’s
programmes abroad at un-
iversities ranked among
the Top 200 in the QS
World University
Rankings.

Applications for the
Scholarship 2026 will re-
main open from July 22,
2026, to September 4,
2026. Eligible students can
apply through the official
scholarship  portal at
www.sbiashascholarship-
.co.in, where detailed eligi-
bility criteria, scholarship
categories, benefits and
application guidelines are
available.

Challa Sreenivasulu Set-
ty, Chairman, SBI, said,
“We believe every deserv-
ing student should get an
equal opportunity to pur-
sue quality education and
realise their aspirations, ir-
respective of financial cir-
cumstances. By expanding
access to quality education
across diverse academic
pathways, we are nurtur-
ing the next generation of
leaders, innovators and
professionals who will
drive India’s growth and
global competitiveness.”

“Through this initiative,
we aim to empower over
25000 scholars to become
the torchbearers of pro-
gress,” he added.

This programme is co-
funded by other SBI Group
entities - SBI General Insu-
rance, SBI Life, SBI Securi-
ties, SBI Pension Fund, SBI
Ventures, SBI Trustee, and
SBI Operations Support.

AINX



Friday, July 24, 2026
CHENNAI

THE HINDU

Business

13

How the hunt
forvalue
sparked a U.S.
private-label
revolution

New fad: Signage on display in an Aldi grocery store in
New York City, U.S. REUTERS

Reuters
NEW YORK

Bill Peterson used to go to Whole Foods or Kroger
for fruits, vegetables and milk. Now he swears by
private-label chain Aldi, which sells those items at
a fraction of the price.

The Chicago home remodeler is gainfully
employed, but says the economy feels fragile.
“There’s no job security ... everything has gotten
stupid expensive,” said Peterson, 61. Inflation has
remained high for several years, and U.S.
consumers have become more focused on value.
But the shift transcends income class, and
experts increasingly see it as the start of a deeper
retrenchment in how Americans shop,
eliminating a long-held stigma among some for
private-label goods.

Fundamental shifts

Inflation is just “an accelerant to fundamental
shifts already set to unfold,” said Sarah Henry,
managing partner at Logan Capital Management.
Retailers are adjusting by targeting the
“trade-down” consumer —a category that
includes cash-strapped shoppers opting for
lower-priced essentials, and wealthier consumers
looking to save on discretionary items.

From January through May of this year, value
retailers grew sales 11.6% year-on-year, against
just 2.3% for conventional retailers, according to
researchers at NielsenIQ.

Shopping smart

“Shopping smart has become a mindset, not a
customer segment,” Julie Barber, Walmart’s chief
merchandising officer, told Reuters. Walmart, the
nation’s largest retailer, is increasing the number
of items under its “better goods” food label to
nearly 1,000. David Guggina, the retailer’s U.S.
CEO, said on an earnings call in May that the label
has helped it attract new customers,particularly
those with higher incomes. RBC analyst Nik Modi
in June wrote that private brands are being
elevated “from a defensive tactic to a core growth
strategy,” saying the trend is a “structural
commitment rather than cyclical opportunism.”

The German chain, which has around 2,700
U.S. stores, is on track to open 180 more this year,
and another 400 through 2028.

“High inflation or low inflation, high
unemployment or low unemployment, there are
always consumers who are looking to save more
money,” Scott Patton, chief commercial officer of
Aldi’s U.S. arm, told Reuters. “I think consumers
have figured out they don’t need national
brands.”

Amy Fox, a Cincinnati-area business owner,
has enough disposable income. Even so, as
grocery bills rise — especially with three boys in
college — life has started to feel like “death by a
thousand cuts,” she said. She has shifted to using
Midwestern supermarket chain Meijer for its
private-label beef and chicken, which sell at
much lower prices than at Whole Foods.

“It just doesn’t make sense anymore”to pay
top dollar for such items, she said.

Fundamental shift

High inflation and sticker shock from rising
energy and grocery bills are driving the hunt for
value, said Dana Peterson, chief economist at
research group The Conference Board.

But industry experts see more fundamental
factors at work —ones that could make trading
down the new normal.

Consumers’ sense of the future has been
clouded by existential concerns like job loss due
to the proliferation of Al, while Al itself has made
bargain-hunting easier than ever, said Logan
Capital’s Henry.

Growing faster

NielsenIQ researchers wrote that value retailers
and premium retailers were both growing faster
than mid-market stores, indicating consumers are
still splurging on specific items, which they called
“a more intentional approach to spending.” That
trend was the same among low, middle and
high-income households, they found.

Kroger executives said private-label sales are
growing faster than national brands. Target’s
owned brands, which account for around 30% of
sales, will add 600 private-label food and
beverage items over the next two years, it said.

Dollar General said consumers across income
levels are prioritizing value as it rolls out new
private-brand products and more than 70
back-to-school items priced at $1 or less.
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India’s solar push idles factories

unable to shake reliance on China

India’s solar cell shortage may take three or four years to resolve; China’s technology export restrictions complicate India’s manufacturing effort; cell

shortage threatens jobs, raises costs, delays projects; India relies on China for about 95% of solar cell imports, industry estimates show

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
NEW DELHI/BEIJING

ndian makers of solar
l panels are being

forced to shut facto-
ries as they face waits
stretching up to eight
months for domestic com-
ponents to replace Chinese
imports as the government
pushes to beef up local ma-
nufacturing, industry
sources say.

The disruptions, trig-
gered by rules that took ef-
fect on June 1, threaten
thousands of jobs and in-
vestment of nearly $4 bil-
lion, while imperilling In-
dia’s 2030 target to boost
solar energy capacity, ma-
nufacturers and analysts
said.

“We have suffered a lot
due to the domestic cell
unavailability for the past
three months,” said Shai-
lendra Shukla, chairman of
Icon Solar, a module mak-
er, who expects produc-
tion to shrink sharply to
about 1 gigawatt (GW) from
3.2GW.

Nearly a third of India’s
140 small- and medium-
sized solar panel makers,
which make up 60% of ma-
nufacturing capacity, have
halted output and the rest
cut cycles to three to four
days, the All India Solar
Module Manufacturers As-
sociation told Reuters.

Manufacturers lacking
facilities to make their own

cells said they face waiting
periods of up to six to eight
months for domestic cells,
making the cost of domes-
tically made solar panels
almost double than that
use Chinese cells.

Watch on prices

India’s clean energy minis-
try said it had not received
formal reports about pro-
duction halts by standa-
lone makers of solar mo-
dules but was keeping
watch on prices, while ex-
pecting adequate cell ma-
nufacturing capacity with-
in six months.

But India is struggling to
boost supply as building
technology-intensive solar
cell factories needs time
and China has curbed ex-
ports of solar manufactur-
ing technology, equipment
and support, sources said.

Casting shadow: Solar panels at Fiotext Cotspin
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India relies on China for
about 95% of solar cell
imports, industry
estimates show; such
imports rose 37% in the
last fiscal year to about
$1.86 billion on the year

2030 goal out of reach?
The shortages stand to de-
lay solar projects and boost
costs, possibly slowing In-
dia’s push to establish 500
GW of non-fossil fuel ca-
pacity by 2030 from 288
GW now, they said.
Growing electricity de-
mand means a slowdown
in solar deployment will
have to be offset by greater
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cotton yarn manufacturing unit in Gujarat. REUTERS

use of fossil fuel-based gen-
eration, primarily coal, de-
laying the switch to cleaner
energy.

Solar accounts for about
29% of India’s non-fossil
fuel power capacity and is
expected to expand to
more than 292 GW by 2030
from the current 162 GW,
the Central Electricity
Authority says.

While Indian firms have
built up solar panel manu-
facturing capacity of about
200 GW, they can produce
only 27 GW of solar cells,
the government estimates.

Wider gap

The gap yawns wider in
practice, with effective op-
erating cell manufacturing
capacity of only around 16
GW to 18 GW, said German-
based EUPD Research and
the industry sources.

The government’s fi-
gures reflect installed, or
nameplate,capacity, much
of which is not yet opera-
tional or is running well be-
low rated levels, they said.

“India faces a steep cell
supply deficit and closing
that gap will likely take
three to five years,” said
Rajan Kalsotra, senior con-
sultant at EUPD Research.

That time would be
needed to build new cell
facilities, which requires
significant capital, technol-
ogy partnerships and leng-
thy commissioning pe-
riods, he added.

“With China controlling
much of the global solar
manufacturing equipment
and technology ecosystem,
rapidly scaling local cell
production will remain
challenging.”

Hinder expansion

India relies on China for
about 95% of solar cell im-
ports, industry estimates
show. Such imports rose
37% in the last fiscal year to
about $1.86 billion . But
China monitors technolo-
gy exports to India and
curbs equipment sales,
said the industry sources,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity as the matter is
sensitive one.

China’s export curbs
would delay setting up cell
manufacturing plants, six
manufacturers told
Reuters.

Over the long term, Chi-
na is likely to seek to pre-

serve its dominance of the
solar industry, where it al-
ready has a strong grip on
most manufacturing seg-
ments,” said Cosimo Ries,
analyst at policy consultan-
¢y Trivium China.

China’s commerce mi-
nistry did not respond.

Cell deficit ups cost

At least three solar module
makers Reuters spoke to
have temporarily halted
production for lack of
domestically made cells,
while four more have cut
capacity to about a third.
Bringing new cell manufac-
turing capacity online
takes far longer than the
government expects, the
manufacturers said.

“It is impossible to start
producing cells with 18
months’ notice due to com-
plicated technology, manu-
facturing needs like land
and sourcing raw mate-
rials,” said Chetan Shah,
chairman of solar panel
producer Solex Energy.

He was referring to the
government’s June dea-
dline for the use of domes-
tically made solar cells, set
in December 2024. India
extended the date to De-
cember 2026 for some pro-
jects, citing industry con-
cerns over shortages and
the need to protect manu-
facturers’ investments.

The makers’ association
said the waiver would
bring limited relief, unless
extended to the entire
industry.

Is FCNR(B) a litmus test for diaspora deposits?

EXPLAINER

Santosh V. Perumal

Foreign currency non-resi-
dent (Bank) or FCNR (B)
deposits, which were intro-
duced in 1993, will prove to
be a litmus test for the
country’s ability to mobil-
ise long-term foreign cur-
rency resources from its
vast global diaspora.

At a time of geopolitical
fragmentation, volatile
capital flows and uncertain
interest-rate cycles (as in-
flation risks persist) that
are redefining internation-
al finance, these instru-
ments have become a stra-
tegic macroeconomic
rupee stabilisation tool,
but at the risk of increasing
external liabilities.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) revived the FCNR
(B) concessional swap win-
dow, last used when Dr.
Raghuram Rajan was the
Governor, to strengthen fo-
reign exchange (forex) re-
serves, helping defend the
rupee, which has depre-
ciated 12% year-on-year
(July 22) vis-a-vis the U.S.
Greenback, reflecting the
elevated geopolitical risks,
stronger dollar, higher im-
port dependence and re-
cently negative foreign di-
rect investments (FDI).

Design features
The FCNR(B) deposits —
designed to pre-empt ex-
ternal vulnerabilities -
provide relatively stable,
medium-term foreign cur-
rency resources compared
to volatile foreign portfolio
investors, whose total
withdrawals from Indian
equities stood at ¥2.87 lakh
crore between January and
first week of June 2026,
surpassing the 1.66 lakh
crore pulled out in entire
2025.

The RBI launched a spe-
cial FCNR(B) deposit fra-
mework for fresh deposits

In focus: One hundred dollar US currency paper note with X500 Indian currency. GETTY IMAGES

mobilised until September
30, 2026, to attract foreign
currency inflows from
NRIs/PIOs/OICs, making it
one of the central pillars of
India’s external financing
strategy.

The new scheme, which
allows banks to offer high-
er interest rates by bearing
hedging costs, aims to at-
tract $50-70 billion. It
comes at a time when
FCNR(B) deposit inflows
have weakened sharply,
with net inflows dropping
to just $946 million in FY26
from $7.1 billion in FY25, a
decline of nearly 86%.

Under the new arrange-
ment, the RBI is offering a
concessional foreign ex-
change swap facility to
banks for FCNR(B) depo-
sits with maturities ranging
from three to five years,
significantly reducing the
cost of hedging foreign cur-
rency exposure.

This implies around a
3% discount to prevailing
FX swap rates of 2.8% to
3.3% for the 3-5 year tenor.

For NRIs and other eligi-
ble investors looking to
park foreign currency de-
posits in India without tak-
ing rupee exchange-rate
risk, the RBI measures
could translate into higher

returns and more attrac-
tive deposit offerings.

Most large banks offer
around 6% and some
smaller/private banks offer
up to 7.1% under the RBI
swap window compared to
virtually risk-free, highly li-
quid U.S. Treasury carry-
ing 4-4.4%.

Normally, banks cannot
sustainably offer dollar de-
posit rates substantially
above U.S. Treasury yields
because of hedging costs.
The RBI's swap window
has effectively removed
much of that cost, enabling
banks to offer higher re-
turns on U.S. dollar depo-
sits than U.S. government
securities yield. This tem-
porary interest-rate premi-
um explains the surge in
NRI interest and the strong
inflows witnessed since the
scheme’s launch.

So far, going by the data,
the response from the In-
dian diaspora has been
phenomenal as total fo-
reign currency mobilisa-
tion reached $20.72 billion,
of which $17.4 billion (at
the time of writing) or 84%
came through FCNR(B) de-
posits alone; making it the
dominant source of in-
flows. under the scheme,
which represent a signifi-

cant structural advantage.
Most of the inflows across
the industry are expected
to trickle in during the lat-
ter half of August and
September.

Quoting  economists,
Reuters on Wednesday (Ju-
ly 22, 2026) said the RBI
has likely used part of the
initial inflows from its fo-
reign-currency  deposit
drive to unwind a portion
of massive forex forward
book.

Deposits are maintained
in designated foreign cur-
rencies such as the U.S.
Dollar, Pound Sterling, Eu-
ro, Japanese Yen, Austra-
lian Dollar and Canadian
Dollar. Both principal and
interest remain denomi-
nated in foreign currency,
insulating depositors from
rupee depreciation.

Days of yore

Historically, India’s exter-
nal stress coincided with
underlying vulnerabilities,
including wide current ac-
count deficits, limited fo-
rex reserves, Or con-
strained access to global
capital.

The country had seen
Resurgent India Bonds
(RIB) in 1998, India Millen-
nium Deposits (IMD) in

2000 and FCNR(B) depo-
sits in 2013, each of which
had a common mandate of
raising forex reserves but
were fundamentally diffe-
rent in character and
structure.

RIBs — issued by State
Bank of India (SBI) with so-
vereign/RBI backing -
were a one-time emergen-
cy fundraising after India
conducted the Pokhran-II
nuclear tests, triggering
economic sanctions by the
U.S. and several Western
nations.

IMDs were a series of fo-
reign currency deposits in-
troduced in 2000 by SBI to
bolster India’s forex re-
serves and stabilise the ru-
pee in the wake of post-
Pokhran sanctions and
dotcom bust.

In 2013, during the “tap-
er tantrum”, banks raised
about $34 billion from In-
dian diaspora to help sta-
bilise the currency through

the first edition of
FCNR(B).
Current phase

Unlike earlier stress epi-
sodes, the current phase is
unfolding against a back-
drop of significantly stron-
ger macroeconomic funda-
mentals and FCNR(B)
deposits are now being de-
ployed amid elevated glo-
bal uncertainty, volatile
capital flows, persistent ge-
opolitical conflicts and an
evolving global interest-
rate cycle.

With forex reserves of
more than $650 billion, no
balance-of-payments cri-
sis, and investment-grade
macroeconomic  funda-
mentals, the RBI aims to
build additional buffers
against geopolitical uncer-
tainty and volatile capital
flows.

While the RBI’s swap fa-
cility has greatly boosted
FCNR(B) mobilisation, sus-
taining inflows — notably
from West Asia, which ac-
counts for nearly 50% of

India’s inward remittances
— will become increasingly
challenging if geopolitical
tensions persist, labour
market conditions weaken
and remittance growth
slows. Although India con-
tinues to receive the
world’s largest remittance
inflows (about $129 billion
in 2024, according to the
World Bank), growth from
Gulf countries has moder-
ated as governments pur-
sue labour nationalisation
policies, oil-price volatility
affects fiscal spending and
infrastructure  projects,
and hiring of expatriate
workers slows in certain
sectors.

With West Asia on a tur-
moil, banks, especially in
the Gulf countries are of-
fering competitive dollar
deposit rates, making it dif-
ficult for the Indian lenders
to compete.

Reuters had reported
that the UAE banks are
stepping up generous de-
posit offers as they face dig-
ital rivals and war risks.

There have been reports
that the RBI and the UAE
Central Bank have had par-
leys on reported concerns
of crowding out due to In-

dian banks’ dollar
deposits.

Small and mid-sized
private  sector  banks,

which neither have over-
seas branches nor a GIFT
City presence, are now ex-
ploring tie-ups with large
Indian banks that have a
presence in GIFT City so
that their NRI customers
can get the benefit from
leverage FCNR(B) deposits.

Although FCNR(B) de-
posits eliminate exchange-
rate risk for depositors,
NRIs may still compare re-
turns with the U.S. treasu-
ry securities, global money
market funds, and dollar
bonds.

If global interest rates
stay elevated, the relative
attractiveness of FCNR(B)
deposits diminishes.
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Hundreds hospitalised over the

past week as heatwave grips Japan

GENEVA

Over 1,000 declared dead in Ebola

LOS ANGELES

US teen withdraws lawsuit against

BEIJING

China begins drills off Taiwan

outbreak in DRC, Uganda: WHO

Meta over children’s mental health

Strait a day after talks with Rubio

A

R T——

AFP

Atotal 453 people received hospital treatment for heat-related
issues in Tokyo on Wednesday, the most since records began in
2010, the city’s Fire Department said on Thursday. The heatwave
has killed at least 14 people in Japan over the past week and 11,000
people sought emergency care, the highest since at least 1963. AFp

The Ebola outbreak declared in May has killed more than 1,000
people in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda, the World
Health Organization said on Wednesday. In all, 2,473 cases,
including 999 deaths, have been confirmed in DRC, while 20 cases,
including two deaths, have been registered in Uganda. Arp
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A

REUTERS

A U.S. teenager has withdrawn his lawsuit against Meta, his lawyers
announced on Wednesday, closing out a closely watched case over
social media’s harms to children’s mental health without a trial. The
withdrawal by the 15-year-old from Florida ends the case days
before it was due to go before a Los Angeles jury on July 27. AFP

A

FILE PHOTO/ REUTERS

China began two days of live-fire drills from Thursday in some parts
off the Taiwan Strait near the shores of its province of Fujian. The
news comes a day after talks between U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on a range of issues,
including Taiwan, which China claims as its own territory. REUTERS

Iran vows ‘eye for an eye’ as U.S.
continues to hit military targets

Houthis claim to have struck two Saudi oil tankers in the Red Sea; US. President threatens Iran and the Yemeni rebels with

‘major military punishment’; Iran’s Revolutionary Guards say they stopped three tankers from transiting Strait of Hormuz

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN, WASHINGTON

ran vowed on Thurs-
lday to keep striking

the region so long as it
remains under attack, as
the war spread to new
fronts with  Tehran’s
Houthi allies attacking Sau-
di shipping in the Red Sea.

The Houthis this week
joined the conflict, claim-
ing to have struck two Sau-
di oil tankers after declar-
ing a blockade of Saudi
ports. In his reaction, U.S.
President Donald Trump
said he would hold Iran
responsible for the attacks
on shipping by the Houthi
rebels and threatened both
with  “major  military
punishment”.

Meanwhile, Jordan and
Kuwait both reported in-
tercepting strikes as Iran’s
military and Revolutionary
Guards claimed to be tar-
geting U.S. assets in both
countries. “The armed
forces’ retaliatory attacks
will continue as long as the
U.S. attacks on the coun-
try’s infrastructure and
coastal areas continue,”
Iran’s army spokesperson
Mohammad  Akraminia

A screengrab from a video released by the U.S. Central Command shows debris and smoke from strikes
at a location in Iran. REUTERS

said, according to state TV.

The developments fol-
lowed new U.S. strikes on
Iranian military targets,
with U.S. Central Com-
mand reporting its 12th
consecutive  night  of
strikes, saying it aimed to
“further degrade Iran’s
ability to threaten civilian
mariners and commercial
vessels transiting regional
waters”. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday said

the U.S. would bomb Ira-
nian civilian infrastructure
every time Tehran fires at
ships in Hormuz.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said Teh-
ran would respond in kind
to any attack on its infras-
tructure, writing: “Our de-
fence doctrine is clear: eye
for an eye.”

Border region hit
Iranian state media said on

Thursday that a U.S. attack
killed two people at Sha-
lamcheh on the Islamic Re-
public’s border with Iraq.
It also reported two U.S.
missiles hit Bushehr, home
to the country’s only civi-
lian nuclear plant and a fre-
quent target of Washing-
ton’s strikes.

The Houthis said they
had carried out missile and
drone strikes on two Saudi
tankers in the Red Sea, the

Encelia and the Layla, after
declaring a blockade of
Saudi ports.

Saudi Arabia confirmed
the Encelia had been
struck, without comment-
ing on the other tanker.

It remains unclear how
fully the Houthis could en-
force a blockade, but the
threat could compound
the shock of the Hormuz
closure, endangering Ri-
yadh’s ability to bypass the
strait for some oil exports.

In Hormuz, the Revolu-
tionary Guards said they
stopped three oil tankers
from transiting, as the U.S.
and Iran vie for control ov-
er the route.

“The Strait of Hormuz is
under our control... and
any ship that is deceived by
the U.S. and intends to pass
without coordination with
the Islamic Republic of
Iran will suffer the same
fate,” the Revolutionary
Guards said.

In recent weeks, Iran
has hit tankers using a
route hugging the Omani
coast to traverse the strait,
in a bid to strong-arm ves-
sels into using its own wa-
ters along its coast and pay
for safe passage.

EU fines Google €890 mn
over breach of digital rules

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

The European Union on
Thursday hit Google with
fines totalling 890 million
euros, in a move that risks
escalating tensions with
the United States.

The EU fined the U.S.
tech giant 460 million eu-
ros for illegally favouring
its own services — such as
Google Flights and Google
Hotels — over rivals in
search results.

A second fine of 430 mil-
lion euros was levied be-
cause Google barred app
developers from showing
consumers offers, free of
charge, outside the Google
Play Store, the European
Commission said in a
statement.

“After this decision, we
want to make sure that
there is more competition
and also other companies
are able to innovate,” EU
tech chief Henna Virkku-
nen said.

A senior EU official said
Google still favours its own
services, though the se-
cond fine covers only the
period from March 2024 to
December 2025.

The U.S. tech giant ac-
cused the EU of disman-
tling safety protections on
Google Play through its
enforcement.

The U.S. tech giant accused the EU of dismantling safety protections
on Google Play through its enforcement. REUTERS

“Regulation should im-
prove products, not make
them worse,” Google’s
Kent Walker said in a
statement.

The fines land just days
before the first anniversary
of a tariff deal between
Washington and Brussels
that had eased trade
tensions.

President Donald
Trump’s administration
has repeatedly accused
Brussels of targeting U.S.
tech firms and has threa-
tened retaliatory tariffs.

‘Not fair competition’
U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said the
fines undermined hopes
for smoother trade ties,
warning they “pose a real
risk to the continuation of
transatlantic stability with
respect to trade.”

The penalties are the
largest yet against a single
company under the Digital
Markets Act (DMA), the
EU’s signature tech compe-
tition law.

In 2025, the bloc fined
Meta 200 million euros
and Apple 500 million eu-
ros under the same rules.

The DMA, which took
effect in 2024, aims to curb
what Brussels views as Big
Tech’s excesses and ensure
fair competition in the dig-
ital economy. Washington
firmly objects to the DMA
and other EU tech
regulations.

Under the DMA, the EU
can fine companies up to
10 percent of their global
turnover for violations.

An EU official said
Thursday’s penalties
amount to just 0.22 per-
cent of Google’s turnover.

EU locks in oil price cap
in fresh sanctions against
Russia over Ukraine war

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

EU countries on Thursday
agreed a new watered-
down round of sanctions
on Russia over the Ukraine
war, freezing the level of an
oil price cap. The package
— the 21st by the EU since
Moscow’s 2022 invasion —
was held up by a raft of ob-
jections by member states

to various proposed
elements.
“Our 2Ist sanctions

package targets the sectors
with the highest impact:
energy, financial services,
crypto, and trade,” Euro-
pean Council head Anto-
nio Costa posted on social
media. “Our support for
Ukraine and for a just and
sustainable peace remains
unwavering.”

Diplomats said the final
hurdle was overcome after
Greece was granted an ex-
emption allowing shipping
firms to carry on transport-
ing Russian liquefied natu-
ral gas from the Arctic.

Ambassadors from the
EU’s 27 member states had
been racing to seal an
agreement to lock in a
price cap on Russian global
crude exports at $44 be-
fore a deadline that could
have seen it leap up. Now,
the cap is frozen for the
next 12 months, as the EU

CM
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The cap on Russian oil price is frozen for the next 12 months, as the
EU tries to disrupt Moscow’s gains from price rise. REUTERS

tries to prevent Moscow
cashing in on a surge in oil
prices due to the Middle
East war.

The new package also
targets Moscow’s financial
sector and crypto firms,
and blacklists scores more
Russian officials over the
war.

But a sweeping visa ban
that had been proposed to
stop Russians who fought
in Ukraine from coming to
the bloc has been kicked
down the road.

Diplomats said there
was only a commitment to
work towards such a ban in
the future.

Pollock out

Various other elements
have also been stripped
out.

Bulgaria said it managed
to block putting Russian
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill
on an asset freeze and visa
ban blacklist.

Portugal and France ob-
jected to a ban on imports
of cod and Alaskan pollock
from Russia, diplomats
said.

The new barrage of
sanctions comes as Kyiv
appears to be turning the
tide on Moscow after more
than four years of gruelling
combat.

“At a time when Ukraine
has built military momen-
tum, our sanctions conti-
nue to weaken the eco-
nomic foundations of
Russia’s war effort,” Euro-
pean Commission chief Ur-
sula von der Leyen wrote
online.

China says it drove away two more Philippine vessels

Reuters
BEIJING

China said on Thursday it
tracked and drove away
two Philippine vessels it ac-
cused of having “intruded
into” waters near the dis-
puted Scarborough Shoal
despite warnings, the
week’s second incident in
the South China Sea to in-
volve both nations.

A flashpoint that is one
of Asia’s most contested
maritime sites, Scarbo-
rough Shoal is claimed by
both the Philippines and

China, which
“Huangyan Dao”.

“We urge the Philip-
pines to immediately cease
its infringing and provoca-
tive actions,” China’s Coast
Guard said in a statement,
while reaffirming sove-
reignty over the disputed
shoal.

The Coast Guard took
necessary measures, such
as tracking, monitoring,
and interception to drive
away the Philippine ves-
sels, it added.

The Philippine Coast
Guard and the Philippine

calls it

A screengrab from a handout video shows a Chinese coast guard
ship firing a water cannon at a Philippine vessel. REUTERS

embassy in Beijing did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

The remarks came after
protests by both sides this
week following a clash bet-

ween Beijing and Manila in
the Second Thomas Shoal
in the busy waterway of
South China Sea.

On the sidelines of a
meeting of regional group-
ing ASEAN on Wednesday,
the Foreign Ministers of
both nations exchanged
protests over the prior
South China Sea
encounter.

China’s Wang Yi warned
Manila of “bitter conse-
quences of its own mak-
ing” if it sought to provoke
Beijing with the support of
outside powers.

Russia warns the U.S.
against ‘unacceptable’
arms sales to Ukraine

Agence France-Presse
MANILA

Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov warned
Washington against mak-
ing “unacceptable” arms
deliveries to Ukraine in a
Thursday meeting with
U.S. counterpart Marco Ru-
bio in Manila in Philip-
pines, Moscow said.

Mr. Lavrov told the U.S.
secretary of State “it was
unacceptable to continue
supplying weapons to the
Kyiv regime”, the Russian
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement. In their meeting
held on the sidelines of a

summit of Foreign Minis-
ters of Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), Mr. Lavrov con-
demned “a destabilising
policy by European coun-
tries, which are still seek-
ing to inflict a ‘strategic de-
feat’ on Russia”.

He reiterated that the
Russian side was ready for
a “political-diplomatic re-
solution to the conflict”.

On Thursday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky said spoke with U.S.
envoys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner in a bid to
revive stalled talks aimed
at ending the war.

U.S. House approves $95-bn
budget, most of it for Iran war

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives approved a $95
billion budget framework
on Wednesday, with most
of the funding earmarked
for the Pentagon to fund
the war against Iran.

The measure was nar-
rowly approved in a 216-214
vote and now heads to the
Senate, where its fate is
uncertain.

The plan provides $73
billion for the armed forces
and intelligence agencies,
notably to fund operations
linked to the war against
Iran, as well as $12 billion
in aid for farmers affected

R L
The U.S. Capitol in Washington.
by President Donald
Trump’s trade war.

An additional $10 billion
would go towards election-
related programmes as
part of Mr. Trump’s push
to enact new nationwide

voting restrictions while
his broader “SAVE Ameri-
ca Act” lacks enough sup-
port to proceed.

The budget package re-
presents the Republican
party’s last major legisla-
tive push before Novem-
ber’s midterm elections,
the outcome of which will
determine whether the
party retains its majority in
Congress and thus conti-
nues to shape the remain-
der of Mr. Trump’s second
term.

Democratic Representa-
tive Rosa DeLauro de-
nounced a measure that
would allow Mr. Trump to
finance the continuation of
his war against Iran.
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Trump’s bunker buster gamble on Pickaxe Mountain

US. faces a complex challenge at Iran’s Pickaxe Mountain, where powerful bunker buster bombs meet hardy geological formations; success is also limited by a critical minerals crunch, and could force

Trump to shift from destruction to disabling surface infra and subterranean access tunnels, with the deep, rugged mountain potentially placing Tehran’s underground facility beyond the bombs’ reach

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vasudevan Mukunth

onventional bombs
C explode on or near

a target surface,
with the explosion and
fragments, e.g. shrapnel,
rendering the bomb’s dam-
age. But when a target is
buried deep wunder a
mountain, the soil and
rock mass surrounding it
can absorb enough of the
blast’s energy to keep the
target from being damaged
too much.

This is the situation fac-
ing the Donald Trump ad-
ministration as it mulls
plans to bomb Pickaxe
Mountain in Iran, where
The Wall Street Journal has
reported Israel believes
Tehran has moved several
centrifuges — the machines
that purify uranium to
make an a-bomb.

The need to bomb tar-
gets under a thick layer of
earth led scientists to in-
vent bunker buster bombs.
Instead of exploding when
they come in contact with
the earth, these bombs are
designed to penetrate soil,
rock, and even reinforced
concrete before
detonating.

The U.S’s most power-
ful conventional bunker
buster is the GBU-57A/B
Massive Ordnance Penetra-
tor, shortened to MOP. The
world’s largest non-nuclear
bomb, a single MOP weighs
around 13.6 tonnes and is
currently delivered only by
the U.S. Air Force’s B2 Spi-
rit stealth bomber. The

MOP entered combat for
the first time during the
U.S’s June 2025 strikes
against Iran in the 12-Day
War.

The MOP does not drill
through rock. Instead, it
uses an enormous amount
of kinetic energy to punch
its way through. The B2
Spirit can cruise at an alti-
tude of 50,000 ft. When a
13.6-tonne  object s
dropped from that height,
it will have a theoretical
maximum kinetic energy
of 2 gigajoules (GJ) when it
reaches the ground -
about as much energy with
which American Airlines
Flight 11 smashed into
North Tower on 9/11 — and
at a speed of nearly 2,000
km/hr.

In reality, the MOP will
face significant atmospher-
ic drag and, from that alti-
tude, will reach the ground
at 1,000-1,300 km/hr, with
a kinetic energy of 0.6-0.8
GJ. This is still equivalent to
the energy released by det-
onating around 170 kg of
TNT. And to ensure this
helps the MOP get as close
to the target as possible, it
features a hardened steel
casing, a nose only a few
tens of centimetres across,
and a delayed fuse that
kicks off only after the
bomb has burrowed
underground.

If the MOP has a kinetic
energy of 0.7 GJ, a nose 20
cm wide will exert a pres-
sure 2.1-lakh-times the at-
mospheric pressure, and if
it’s able to penetrate 1 m of
rock, a force equivalent to
71,000 tonnes under
earth’s gravity. If multiple

g
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Tough terrain: A composite image showing the area around Pickaxe Mountain, visible near the centre
of this image (from April 2024), with access roads spread like tendrils around it. The Natanz nuclear site
is visible to the top-right (from September 2023). GOOGLE EARTH

MOPs are dropped in se-
quence over the same
point, each one can pene-
trate deeper than the last.

Cost of making an MOP
The unit cost of an MOP is
not available in the public
domain but estimates in
the media suggest $15-20
million per bomb. The
need for multiple bombs
may also weigh heavily on
the US. government’s
mind in terms of their de-
mand for critical minerals.
As researchers from the
Payne Institute of Public
Policy wrote in March this
year, “The biggest issue for
the [American] defense in-
dustrial base will be sourc-
ing the 77.3 kg of gallium
needed” to rebuild the ad-
vanced radars in Bahrain
and Qatar damaged by Ira-
nian missiles, “a material
for which China controls

98% of the global supply...
As the long conflict in Uk-
raine has already illustrat-
ed, war is being costed in
the wrong units.

The relevant metric is
not merely how many
launchers there are at the
start of the war, but how
many precision weapons
and interceptors can be
fired on days two, 20, and
200, and how quickly in-
dustry can replace them.”

Again, while a bill of ma-
terials isn’t available for
the MOP, a survey of other
precision-guided penetra-
tors suggests each bomb
may include up to a quintal
of tungsten, tens to hun-
dreds of grams of rare-
earth elements, and sever-
al other critical minerals of
varying quantities in bet-
ween.

For all the impressive
forces the MOP is capable

of, a mountain can be
much more formidable.
Iran hasn’t released geo-
logical surveys of Pickaxe
Mountain — which locals
know as Kuh-e Kolang Gaz
La. But the Karkas Range
that it is part of is predomi-
nantly volcanic in origin,
with surveys indicating it
consists mainly of volcanic
rocks from the Eocene pe-
riod. Volcanic rocks like
andesites and rhyolites are
generally hard and difficult
to excavate. The mountain
itself is also steep and
rugged, a topology that
lends itself to subterranean
facilities as the valleys can
host access roads while the
ridges provide rock cover.
Based on satellite imag-
es provided by Vantor, the
Institute for Science and
International Security
(ISIS), a U.S.-based think-
tank, has suggested that

the main access tunnels
enter horizontally through
the mountainside. Pickaxe
Mountain rises 1,600 m
above sea level and the nu-
clear complex is expected
(but not confirmed) to be
at least 100 m
underground.

Bunker buster bombs
like the MOP are generally
most effective against facil-
ities whose location and
layout are well-understood
and when the target
doesn’t lie beyond the
bomb’s penetrative capa-
bility. A facility buried un-
der tens of metres of soil or
rock can be vulnerable if
an MOP gets close enough
for the explosion — of the
bomb’s 2-2.5 tonnes of ex-
plosive charge — and shock
waves to damage or desta-
bilise the structure.

The bombs also fare bet-
ter against targets that
don’t move, such as under-
ground buildings, centri-

fuge halls, command
centres, and aircraft
shelters.

On the flip side, the
MOPs become less effec-
tive the more deeply a fa-
cility is buried, since every
additional layer of rock or
reinforced concrete can
absorb some of the bomb’s
energy before the facility
itself becomes vulnerable.

Simply increasing the
bomb’s speed at the mo-
ment of impact is also not
an option. Beyond a
threshold, the impact can
deform the bomb’s casing,
rendering it less effective.

Different rocks also
transmit shock waves diffe-
rently. Andesite and rhyo-

lite are both stiff rocks and
thus transmit shock waves
well, but the rocks them-
selves can withstand high
compressive stresses be-
fore fracturing.

Rhyolite is also more
brittle and can develop
multiple cracks. Note, ho-
wever, that Pickaxe Moun-
tain’s actual response to
multiple MOP strikes will
depend on existing frac-
tures as well as on the pro-
perties of the many other
rock types present, plus
the effects of any reinforc-
ing structures.

Since the Trump admi-
nistration is mulling bomb-
ing Pickaxe Mountain vis-a-
vis Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, to which the U.S.
is opposed, military plan-
ners will be considering
destroying the under-
ground facility as much as
rendering enough damage
to delay the programme,
and perhaps even disrupt-
ing operations by collaps-
ing the access tunnels.

Lessons from Fordow

In fact, the June 2025 at-
tack by the U.S. illustrates
the possibilities at hand at
present. Iran built its For-
dow nuclear site inside a
mountain so that it could
survive air attacks. During
Operation Midnight Ham-
mer, seven B2 bombers
dropped 12 MOPs on For-
dow (and two on the Na-
tanz site). According to the
Pentagon, the bombers de-
livered the bombs in se-
quence aiming for a pair of
ventilation shafts. The first
MOPs damaged the rein-
forced concrete over each

shaft and the subsequent
ones punched deeper.

However, in the after-
math, U.S. officials said the
facility had suffered severe
damage while indepen-
dent assessments said the
attack delayed the nuclear
programme rather than
eliminating it. On-ground
inspection has of course
been impossible.

The Wall Street Journal
recently reported that Is-
raeli intelligence believes
Tehran moved several
tonnes of centrifuges into
the facility under Pickaxe
Mountain after Operation
Midnight Hammer. Howev-
er, the facility is also be-
lieved to be even deeper
than that at Fordow, poten-
tially deliberately beyond
the reach of MOPs.

In a July 14 assessment,
ISIS experts wrote, “The
site, in its present condi-
tion, would be more suita-
ble for ground forces to at-
tack or sabotage like the
destruction of the ad-
vanced centrifuge assemb-
ly centre”. But as The Guar-
dian put it, “The
deployment of ground op-
erations has so far been a
red line for Trump and
there has been no sugges-
tion that he is any closer to
considering such a move,
even after the recent
escalation”.

Given these constraints,
future military operations
could focus less on des-
troying the chambers
housing the facility and
more on collapsing the ac-
cess points or damaging
supporting infra, such as
power lines aboveground.

Deadly wildfires force thousands of
people from their homes in Europe

Agence France Presse
LE PORGE

Wildfires continued to
sweep across swathes of
Italy, France and Spain on
Thursday, forcing thou-
sands to flee blazes fanned
by scorching temperatures
and strong winds. Three fi-
refighters have been killed
fighting the flames as
southern Europe endures
another spell of severe
heat, with temperatures
topping 40C in some areas.

Although the summer of
2026 is only halfway
through, it already ranks as
the second largest EU area
burned by wildfires over
the last 20 years, according
to European satellite data
from the Effis system ana-
lysed by AFP.

In Sicily, around 6,000
firefighters, forest guards

Grim scene: Wildfire spreading over the Burgohondo mountains, in
Avila, Spain on Thursday. REUTERS

and civil protection offi-
cials battled dozens of fires
raging for days across the
Italian Mediterranean is-
land despite the deploy-
ment of water-bombing
aircraft.

A spokesperson for Ita-
ly’s Civil Protection Agency
told AFP the situation in Si-

cily was “serious” and that
the fires were “being
fuelled by very high tem-
peratures and very dry
soil”. More than 160 fires
have also been recorded in
the Calabria region.

In France, more than
10,000 tourists evacuated
camping sites and other

holiday accommodation
near Bordeaux in the
southwest on Thursday, as
a wildfire ravaged a seaside
pine forest. The blaze in Le
Porge had ripped through
2,400 hectares (5,900
acres) since Wednesday,
officials said.

Skies over Le Porge
turned orange as smoke
rose from charred and still-
crackling pine trees, AFP
journalists reported, while
helicopters made repeated
runs over evacuated
neighbourhoods.

Fires are breaking out
faster because climate
change, caused by the
burning of oil, coal and
gas, is making a European
drought more severe, cli-
matologists from the
World Weather Attribution
group said in a study pu-
blished on Thursday.

A dry Danube

At rock bottom: Boats lie on the d

ried-up bed of the Danube River near the Calafat-Vidin Bridge, which connects Bulgaria and Romania, in

southeastern Bulgaria. Prolonged drought and hot weather across Europe have pushed water levels in the river to record seasonal lows. AFP

Tehran’s strikes on CIA facilities prompt questions about possible Russian role

Reuters
WASHINGTON/RIYADH

Iranian drone attacks on
CIA facilities in the Gulf
have prompted U.S. intelli-
gence analysts to investi-
gate whether Russia assist-
ed by providing targeting
information or advanced
drone technology, said
four people familiar with
U.S. intelligence.

These people, who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss national
security matters, said U.S.
intelligence officials have
not yet reached firm con-
clusions about the possible
Russian involvement in the
attacks on CIA facilities.
But they cited the strikes’
effectiveness and apparent
precision, as well as Rus-
sia’s broader technical sup-
port for Iran, as possible
evidence.

Reuters and other media
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have reported — and U.S.
officials have acknow-
ledged — that Russia has
provided targeting and
other support for Iran in its
strikes on U.S. targets in
the Gulf region generally,
but the intelligence com-
munity’s investigation of
possible Russian involve-
ment in supporting the CIA
facility attacks has not
been previously disclosed.

At least two CIA sites
were struck in March, Reu-
ters and other outlets have
reported.

One of the facilities was
the CIA station in Saudi
Arabia, which is located in
the U.S. embassy in Ri-
yadh, and a separate site
was located in eastern
Iraq.

Some of the sources said
additional CIA sites had
been hit, but they did not
disclose details.

One internal

memo

from a Western intelli-
gence agency, described
by an official in the region
with access to the docu-
ment, concluded Russia
has likely played a role in
targeting regional CIA facil-
ities. The official discussed
the memo on condition
that its precise authorship
not be disclosed.

Two Western officials in
the Gulf who were briefed
on intelligence reports said
analysts thought the Saudi
attack involved a pair of
Russian-enhanced  ver-
sions of Iran’s Shahed
drones. One of the aircraft
blew a hole through a vul-
nerable part of the embas-
sy’s exterior and the se-
cond flew through the
opening and detonated,
they said. No deaths or in-
juries were reported.

While Russian assis-
tance for Iran is longstand-
ing, given the countries’

Escalating tensions: As per reports, Iranian drones struck at least
two CIA sites in the Gulf in March. REUTERS

close ties, specific targeting
of sensitive CIA sites would
indicate Moscow is willing
to go further in disrupting
U.S. operations as Wash-
ington struggles to bring
the Iran war to an end.
Concerns that Russia
could be providing target-
ing data to Iran intensified

this weekend after strikes
ona U.S. air base in Jordan,
where Iran struck army
barracks with ballistic mis-
siles, killing two soldiers.
The White House re-
ferred a request for com-
ment to the CIA, which de-
clined to provide one.
Iran’s mission to the UN,

the Russian Defence Minis-
try and the Saudi govern-
ment did not respond to
requests for comment.
The two Western offi-
cials in the region said Rus-
sia has helped Iran im-
prove its Shahed drones’
ability to reach targets, and
said analysts suspected
that Iran used these ver-
sions in its strike in Riyadh.

Secretive sites

Russia, said a separate
source, has helped Tehran
improve the accuracy of its
Shahed-136s by supplying a
satellite navigation system
— the Kometa-M — that ex-
perts say is far more accu-
rate and harder to jam
than the one produced by
Iran.

The Wall Street Journal
first reported in March that
Russia has provided the
Kometa-M to Iran. The
Kremlin denied the report,

calling it “fake news.”

CIA facilities overseas
include the agency’s main
offices in individual coun-
tries that traditionally are
housed in embassies and
are called stations. Addi-
tionally, the CIA maintains
offices, safe houses, logis-
tics hubs and sites involved
in surveillance or other
operations.

The locations of those
sites are closely guarded
secrets.

The sources declined to
disclose the exact number
or locations of CIA facilities
hit by Iranian drones. One
source put the number at
“more than one and fewer
than a dozen.” A second
source said several facili-
ties were hit. U.S. intelli-
gence analysts have been
looking into whether Iran
relied on Russian targeting
data for the embassy at-
tack, said the sources.

Doubts remain, howev-
er. Some of the sources
warned that Iran could
have been aiming for the
U.S. embassy generally and
by chance struck the CIA
station.

Some analysts have con-
cluded that few nations
beyond Russia would have
the means to acquire and
the interest in weaponising
such sensitive targeting in-
telligence against the U.S.,
according to the sources.

Daniel Hoffman, a form-
er CIA station chief and un-
dercover operations offic-
er, said it would not be
surprising for Moscow to
help Tehran target CIA fa-
cilities given their close
strategic partnership.

“They share an interest
in trying to reduce or elim-
inate U.S. influence alto-
gether in their self-desig-
nated spheres of
influence,” he said.
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OPENING THE ACCOUNT
Lovlina assures India’s first

medal at the Glasgow Games

A

PTI

Lovlina Borgohain assured India of its first medal at the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games after the boxer received a direct entry into
the semifinals of the women’s 75kg event, which guarantees her a
bronze. Lovlina, who was handed a first-round bye in the five-boxer
draw, will take on Tuvalu’s TKBP Taafaki in the semifinals.

SETBACK

Judoka Arun Kumar withdrawn

BOY WONDER

15-year-old Sooryavanshi becomes

MIXED LUCK

Anahat enters World junior squash

from CWG after failing dope test

youngest to hit T201I half-century

quarterfinals; Aryaveer bows out

A
Indian judoka Arun Kumar has been withdrawn from the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games after failing an out of competition dope
test. Arun, who competes in the 73kg category, had participated in
the Qingdao Grand Prix last month. He has been handed a
provisional suspension by the National Anti-Doping Agency.

A

India batter Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, at 15 years and 118 days,
became the youngest player to hit his maiden T20I half-century,
breaking Louis Bruce’s record (16y 56d, Gibraltar) which was set in
2021. Sooryavanshi achieved the feat in the first match against

Zimbabwe in Harare on Thursday.

- T F
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Top-seeded Indian Anahat Singh eased past Malaysian Doyce Ye
San Lee 11-4,11-8, 11-3 to advance to the women’s quarterfinals of
the World junior squash individual championships in Ontario,
Canada. Aryaveer Dewan bowed out in men’s round of 16, losing
4-11,1-11, 5-11 to American Yaseen Shalaby.

Rajpal realistic about
India’s medal chances

The Chef de Mission expects a good show in athletics, weightlifting, boxing and lawn bowls; he

believes the Glasgow edition carries added significance as Ahmedabad is set to host the next one

CWEALTH GAMES

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

s Chef de Mission of
Athe Indian contin-
gent at the Com-

monwealth Games here,
Rohit Rajpal has his hands
full. But the 55-year-old,
who is also the vice-presi-
dent of the All India Tennis
Association, has assem-
bled a team to ensure eve-
rything runs smoothly.

In fact, he has set up a
dedicated office to make
things easier for both ath-
letes and the media.

“Weather reports are
predicting rain. It’s windy
as well, which could affect
the performance of ath-
letes in certain disciplines.
We are trying to under-
stand the local conditions
so that we can prepare ac-
cordingly,” Rajpal told The
Hindu here on Wednesday
night.

On expectations from
the Indian contingent, Raj-

A\

Vs

commonwealth

games

GLASGOW 2026

Immediate task: Rajpal says the Indian athletes are trying to

acclimatise to the conditions in Glasgow. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pal said it was important to
keep them realistic, given
that this was not a “nor-
mal” edition of the Games.

“These Games were ori-
ginally supposed to be held
in Victoria (Australia), but
they got cancelled. Glas-
gow had stepped in and is

hosting them in a limited
format. We have only 10
sports. We can expect me-
dals in athletics, weightlift-
ing, boxing and lawn bowls
and a few events. Our para
athletes are also looking to
contribute,” he said.
Rajpal believes the Glas-

gow Games carry added
significance as Ahmedabad
is set to host the 2030 edi-
tion and will officially re-
ceive the baton during the
closing ceremony.

Crucial

“Symbolically, these
Games are very important
because India is going to be
the next host. The Gujarat
government team is here,
and there is knowledge
transfer happening during
the Games as well,” he
said.

At the closing ceremo-
ny, Rajpal said, India will
showcase its culture to the
world.

“We will have a dance
and cultural presentation
that will offer a glimpse of
what India and Gujarat
have in store for the 2030
Games in Ahmedabad.
Gujarat government has
set up an Ahmedabad Ex-
perience Centre here.
Members of the Indian
diaspora from across the
world have been invited,”
Rajpal added.

Asian Games the bigger
goal for Mirabai and coach

| 1]

Challenge: Mirabai will be competing in 48kg. FILE PHOTO: SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

Changing weight catego-
ries is never easy for an
elite weightlifter. The real
challenge is to reduce the
weight while maintaining
the same strength or even
better it.

Mirabai Chanu has
seamlessly and tactfully
shifted between 48kg and
49kg and gone on to win a
host of major medals in
both weight categories.

The 31-year-old will be
competing in 48kg in the
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games. Mirabai had com-
peted in 49kg and won a
gold in the 2022 CWG after
clinching a silver in the To-

kyo Olympics in 2021. She
also bagged the CWG gold
in 2018 and a silver in the
2025 World Champion-
ships in Forde, Norway, in
48kg.

“Yes, I have been in the
weight category (49 kg) for
many years. It is very
tough to maintain my
weight,” Mirabai told The
Hindu here on Thursday.

In fact, her coach Vijay
Sharma asked her to take it
easy here and and not put
too much pressure on her-
self in pursuit of a third
consecutive CWG gold.

A smiling Mirabai said:
“My focus is on the forth-
coming Asian Games
(49kg) in Japan. However, I
will give my best here as

there are good weightlif-
ters from Nigeria and
Canada.”

Vijay, who is also the
chief national coach, said
since Mirabai hadn’t won a
medal at the Asian Games
it was better to go all out in
Japan. “We have a plan for
her. We are focusing on the
Asian Games. We don’t
want her to push herself
here too much lest she
ends up with an injury. She
is fit though,” he said.

Vijay further said the In-
dian team has a lot of pro-
mising youngsters and he
expects the medals tally to
go up to as high as 10. The
weightlifting competition
begins at the Scottish Event
Campus here on Sunday.

Injured
heptathlon
champion
pulls out

Agence France-Presse
GLASGOW

Katarina Johnson-Thomp-
son said on Thursday she
was “gutted” after with-
drawing from the England
team for the Common-
wealth Games due to an
unspecified injury.

The 33-year-old double
defending heptathlon
champion — also a silver
medallist at the 2024 Olym-
pics in Paris — was one of
nine withdrawals from the
England athletics squad on
Thursday.

Withdrawal

Teammates who also
pulled out just hours be-
fore the opening ceremony
included Johnson-Thomp-
son’s fellow Olympic me-
dallists Dina Asher-Smith,
Daryll Neita, Matthew Hud-
son-Smith and Amber An-
ning. Leading internation-
al competitors who had
previously pulled out of
the Games include Olym-
pic women’s 100m cham-
pion Julien Alfred, 800m
runner Mary Moraa and
Olympic swimming medal-
lists Summer McIntosh and
Kaylee McKeown.

Sooryavanshi helps Shreyas’
India end winless streak

INDIA IN ZIMBABWE

Press Trust of India
HARARE

Wunderkind Vaibhav Soo-
ryavanshi smashed an 18-
ball half-century in his first
innings of substance in in-
ternational cricket as an
all-round India outplayed
Zimbabwe by seven wick-
ets in the first T20I of the
three-match series here on
Thursday.

Pacer Mayank Yadav
(two for 18) made a suc-
cessful return, helping the
Men in Blue restrict the
home team to 125 for se-
ven.

The visitor gunned
down the target in 13.2 ov-
ers after a typical knock
from Sooryavanshi (50 off
19) that included four fours
and as many sixes.

It was India’s first win
under new captain Shreyas
Iyer, who endured a run of
six losses in his assignment
in Ireland and England.

While Abhishek Sharma
(one off eight) struggled at
one end, Sooryavanshi
took down the Zimbabwe
attack bit by bit. He began
with a couple of breathtak-
ing sixes off Richard Ngara-
vain the second over of the
chase.

The southpaw brought
up his fifty right after the
PowerPlay, and was caught
at third-man a ball after
reaching the milestone.

Earlier, Mayank cranked
up serious pace from the
get-go in his first game for

CM
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Stars of the day: Mayank made a successful return to international
cricket while Sooryavanshi did what he does best. Bccl

SCOREBOARD
A 4
ZIMBABWE

Brian Bennett ¢ Kishan b Mayank
0 (I1b), Ben Curran c Sooryavanshi
b Prince 10 (8b, 2x4), Dion Myers
¢ Dube b Mayank 6 (14b, 1x4),
Sikandar Raza c sub (Shedge) b
Dube 4 (7b, 1x4), Ryan Burl c Tilak
b Bishnoi 26 (35b, 1x4, 1x6),
Wessly Madhevere run out 39
(34b, 3x4, 1x6), Tadiwanashe
Marumani (not out) 27 (20b, 2x4,
1x6), Brad Evans c Shreyas b
Prince 0 (1b), Newman Nyamhuri
(not out) 1 (1b); Extras (lb-3, nb-1,
w-8): 12; Total (for seven wkts. in
20 overs): 125.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-0 (Bennett, 0.1 over), 2-19
(Curran, 3.2), 3-20 (Myers, 4.2),
4-32 (Sikandar, 7.2), 5-64 (Burl,
13.1), 6-122 (Madhevere, 19.2),
7-122 (Evans, 19.3).

INDIA BOWLING
Mayank 4-0-18-2, Ashok 4-0-29-0,
Prince 4-0-19-2, Dube 4-0-32-1,
Bishnoi 4-0-24-1.

India since October 2024.
He had opener Brian Ben-
nett (zero) caught behind
off a peach in the very first
ball of the match.

The on-field umpire did
not hear the nick but a con-

INDIA

Abhishek Sharma c Evans b
Muzarabani 1 (8b), Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi ¢ Curran b Ngarava
50 (19b, 4x4, 4x6), Ishan Kishan ¢
Myers b Muzarabani 35 (24b, 3x4,
2x6), Shreyas lyer (not out) 28
(24b, 3x4), Tilak Varma (not out) 6
(5b, 1x4); Extras (w-6): 6; Total
(for three wkts. in 13.2 overs):
126.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-23 (Abhishek, 2.5), 2-68
(Sooryavanshi, 6.2), 3-114
(Kishan, 11.3).

ZIMBABWE BOWLING
Muzarabani 4-0-26-2, Ngarava
2.2-0-30-1, Evans 2-0-26-0,
Nyambhuri 2-0-30-0, Sikandar
3-0-14-0.

Toss: India; PoM: Mayank.
India won by seven wickets with
40 balls remaining to lead
three-match series 1-0.

Second T20I: July 25, Harare,
4.30 p.m. IST.

fident India got the deci-
sion in its favour via DRS.
Extra pace had a role to
play in his second wicket
as well, with Dion Myers
(six) failing to time his pull
shot in the fifth over.

Dabang Delhi storms
into the semifinals

UTT

Amol Karhadkar
PANA]JI

With qualification in its
own hands, Dabang Delhi
TTC rose to the occasion,
dismantling PBG Pune Ja-
guars 10-5 to storm into the
semifinals of Ultimate Ta-
ble Tennis (UTT) Season-7
at Dr. Shyama Prasad Muk-
herjee Indoor Stadium on
Thursday.

Delhi began its final
league tie knowing it need-
ed at least nine points to
advance. The task briefly
looked tricky when Omar
Assar gave Pune a dream
start, winning the opening
two games of the all-Egyp-
tian contest against Yous-
sef Abdulaziz.

But from that point on-
wards, the contest be-
longed almost entirely to
Delhi. Abdulaziz respond-
ed impressively, overpo-
wering his more expe-
rienced compatriot in the
third game to get Delhi on
the board, before Maria
Xiao blanked Prithika Pa-
vade. The Spaniard con-
trolled the rallies from the
outset and never allowed
Prithika to settle into the
contest.

Captain G. Sathiyan
combined with Maria to
continue Delhi’s impres-
sive run in mixed doubles,
outplaying Anirban Ghosh
and Diya Chitale to stretch
the lead to 7-2.

That left Sathiyan with a
familiar responsibility.
With Delhi requiring two

Xiao. BUTTERFLY UTT

more games to guarantee a
semifinal place, the vete-
ran once again delivered
under pressure.

The only player to have
represented the same fran-
chise in all seven editions
of UTT held his nerve to
clinch the decisive golden
point, ensuring Dabang
Delhi maintained its record
of reaching the semifinals
in every season of the
league.

The result: Dabang Delhi TTC
bt PBG Pune Jaguars 10-5
(Youssef Abdulaziz lost to Omar
Assar 8-11, 8-11, 11-8; Maria Xiao
bt Prithika Pavade 11-7, 11-10,
11-7; G. Sathiyan & Maria bt
Anirban Ghosh & Diya Chitale
11-8,11-4, 11-4; Sathiyan bt S.F.R.
Snehit 11-8, 11-10, 6-11; Sutirtha
Mukherjee lost to Diya Chitale
11-10, 10-11, 8-11).

The standings: Dempo Goa
Challengers 56 points (6 ties);
HVR Kolkata Thunder Blades 49
(6); UMumba TT 48 (6); Dabang
Delhi TTC 46 (6); Ahmedabad APL
Pipers 45 (6); PBG Pune Jaguars
39 (6); UP Prometheans 32 (6).
Semifinal line-up: Dempo Goa
Challengers vs Dabang Delhi TTC
(Friday); HVR Kolkata Thunder
Blades vs U Mumba TT
(Saturday).

Justice Mittal rebukes AITA
interim EC’s decision to
appoint observer for EGM

b

EXCLUSIVE

N. Sudarshan

The decision of the interim
Executive Committee (EC)
of the All India Tennis As-
sociation (AITA) to appoint
an observer for Sunday’s
Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) has been
rebuked by the Delhi High
Court-appointed adminis-
trator Justice (Retd.) Gita
Mittal.

The EGM is expected to
discuss — and ratify — the
amendments proposed by
the administrator-led com-
mittee to bring AITA’s Con-
stitution in line with the
National Sports Gover-
nance Act, 2025 and Na-
tional Sports Governance
Rules, 2026.

In a sharply worded let-
ter (dated July 22) to presi-
dent Chintan N. Parikh,
Justice Mittal stated that
when the High Court had
appointed her as an inde-
pendent person, voluntari-
ly engaging another was a
“direct affront to the High
Court”.

The AITA’s move to ap-
point Justice Ashish J. Desai
(Retd.) — former judge of
Gujarat High Court, who
retired as the Chief Justice
of the Kerala High Court —
as part of “good gover-
nance and transparency”
came after the administra-
tor had chosen four obser-
vers with a remuneration

Justice (Retd.) Gita Mittal.
FILE PHOTO: S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

of %1.5 lakh per person per
session.

The AITA said that this
expenditure, totalling 12
lakh, was “extravagant and
unrealistic” for an EGM
that will “not have more
than 60 members”. It even
suggested an alternative
where an observer each
from both sides can be in-
vited at X1 lakh per person.

But the administrator
has asked the AITA to not
“bypass the orders of the
High Court” and stated
that her nominees were
“qualified and widely ex-
perienced in the conduct
of such  contentious
meetings”.

In fact, the AITA was
earlier unhappy with the
fee for Justice Mittal too,
claiming that 10 lakh per
month was “excessive, ar-
bitrary and unaffordable”.

The administrator has
also disapproved AITA’s
decision to prepare a chart

v

m Justice Mittal stated that when
the Delhi HC had appointed her
as an independent person,
voluntarily engaging another was
a “direct affront to the High
Court”

® The AITA was earlier unhappy
with the fee for Justice Mittal,
claiming that %10 lakh per month
was “excessive, arbitrary and
unaffordable”

which will tabulate amend-
ments to each clause, and
give members the option
to choose either the sug-
gestion of the administra-
tor or that of the interim
EC or propose any other
modification.

“There are different
groups/factions within the
association, and each
group and member has the
right to put across his opi-
nion on the Constitution/
Bye-laws. Opinion/sugges-
tions of the EC cannot be
accorded priority of opi-
nion,” Justice Mittal wrote.

The administrator
pointed out that the conso-
lidated draft of all amend-
ments — as finalised and
circulated on July 13 — had
incorporated suggestions,
comments and objections
from everyone, and rea-
sons for disagreements, if
any, have been recorded.

“Please remember that
this is not an adversarial
engagement. The entire ef-
fort is to serve the best in-
terests of tennis and its
players,” Justice Mittal
said.
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Rohit, Venkata shine as India

u-19 wins series against SL

Leg-spinner Rohit Yadav and pacer C. Venkata
shared seven wickets among them as India u-19
thrashed Sri Lanka u-19 by 211 runs on the fourth
day of the second Youth ‘Test’ in Colombo on
Thursday. India won the two-match series 1-0
after the first game ended in a draw. It was a
spirited comeback from the Indians after the
team lost the preceding Youth ODI series 1-2.
Starting the day at 155 for four, chasing a huge
target of 472, the home side folded for 260 in
76.5 overs, shortly into the post-lunch session.

The scores: India u-19 411 & 208/3 decl. bt Sri Lanka u-19 148
& 260 in 76.5 overs (Senuja Wekunagoda 64, Vimath Dinsara
64, C. Venkata 3/27, Rohit Yadav 4/49).

ICC confirms the Oval as
venue for 2027 WTC final

The Oval in London has been confirmed as the
venue for next year’s ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) Final, which will be held
from June 9 to 13. This will be the second time
that the Oval hosts the final, having previously
staged the showpiece in 2023, when Australia
defeated India to lift the mace.

Ecuador’s Carapaz wins
Tour de France 18th stage

Ecuador’s Richard Carapaz emerged from a
six-man group to climb to victory on the Alpine
18th stage of the Tour de France on Thursday.
The former Giro d’Italia winner attacked his
breakaway companions with just over three
kilometres to ride and cruised to his second Tour
stage victory, with Swiss Mauro Schmid beating
American Matteo Jorgenson to second place.

Sindhu, Ayush, Lakshya bow
out of China Open badminton

P.V. Sindhu, Ayush Shetty and Lakshya Sen
crashed out of the China Open in the second
round in Changzhou on Thursday.

The results (second round): Men: Victor Lai bt Lakshya Sen
21-19, 21-11; Nhat Nguyen bt Ayush Shetty 15-21, 21-13, 22-20.
Women: Chen Yufei bt PV. Sindhu 16-21, 22-20, 21-18.

Klopp expected to be named
Germany coach today

Jurgen Klopp is widely expected to formally take
over as the new head coach of the German men’s
national football team, with the German Football
Association calling a press conference for Friday.
Klopp, famed for his success during stints as
coach at Borussia Dortmund and Liverpool, has
been in talks with the DFB about trying to lead
Germany — long a football powerhouse — back to
prominence. Klopp, 59, is expected to sign a
contract with Germany that runs until 2030, the
date of the next World Cup. Since 2025, Klopp
has been under contract with Austrian energy
drink maker Red Bull as “Head of Global Soccer”.

Norway to complain to FIFA
over Balogun red-card saga

Norwegian Football Federation (NFF) president
Lise Klaveness said that the association is set to
make a formal complaint to FIFA over the
suspension of USA forward Folarin Balogun’s
World Cup ban. Speaking to The Times,
Klaveness said that she will seek the backing of
her board to lodge the complaint with FIFA’s
ethics committee over an incident that put “the
whole game at risk” and “should not have
happened”. The NFF has already formally
complained over FIFA president Gianni Infantino
awarding the football’s governing body’s
inaugural Peace Prize to USA President Donald
Trump.

LIVE TELECAST
v

Commonwealth Games: Day 1, Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV,
1.30 p.m.
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‘Finding balance between
intensity and rest is key’

The women'’s hockey coach Marijne is focusing on fitness as it could be the difference in a game

of small margins; the Dutchman believes the outcome will be better if the process is followed

HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

ith the Indian
Wteam entering
its final stage of

preparations for the World
Cup, women’s hockey
coach Sjoerd Marijne is fo-
cussing on fitness, aware it
could be the difference in a
game of small margins.

“That is our main focus
now, improving the fitness,
because we know they un-
derstand the tactics and
we have enough matches
to practice that. But these
are the moments we really
have to make the next step
in our fitness.

“I think we’re doing
really well, we are pushing
the girls hard. It’s always a
combination of high inten-
sity and good rest and also
finding the quality you
want on the pitch. And the
better the fitness is, the
better the outcome will
be,” he told The Hindu in
an interaction on Thurs-
day.

The team would be leav-
ing for Germany on July 29
to play two matches before

Showing the way: The women’s team that won the FIH Nations Cup recently under Marijne.

X@SJOERDMARIJNE

travelling to Netherlands
on August 2. It will play
four practice matches
against Chile, Japan, Neth-
erlands and Australia be-
fore the World Cup starts
on August 15 with India’s
opening game against
China.

Two months mater, the
team will have a chance to
book an Olympic ticket at
the Asian Games but Ma-
rijne understands the two
are very different competi-
tions.

“I think both tourna-
ments are really different,
there are different things at
stake. Playing Asian teams
is completely different
than playing European or
South American teams.

Chaotic playing style

“The playing style at the
Asian Games is more
chaotic, so we have to stay
away from that. I don’t see
one tournament impacting
the other in a negative way.
It has been a while since

we played China so we will
see what is our level
against them.

“I think Netherlands is
by far the best team in the
world. But, I think they all
can win against each other.

“We will always create
opportunities and that will
be more difficult against
higher ranked teams, so if
you get three chances, you
have to make at least one
or two count. We’re work-
ing really hard on that,” he
insisted.

Indian shooters endure
another medal-less day

Press Trust of India
HANGZHOU

Indian shooters endured a
second successive medal-
less day at the ISSF World
Cup (rifle / pistol / shotgun)
even as nations like Qatar,
Sweden and Norway
opened their accounts here
on Thursday.

Vidarsa Vinod was the
lone bright spot, reaching
the women’s 50m rifle
three positions final before
finishing sixth. Vidarsa had
qualified seventh with a
score of 587 to make the
eight-shooter final.

There was some fight-
back in the men’s skeet
event Gurjoat Khangura
produced two flawless
rounds of 25 to finish quali-
fication with 121/125. He

won a shoot-off against Ku-
wait’s Mohammad Alawaad
to grab the eighth and last
place in the final, eventual-

ly finishing sixth.
Abhay Singh Sekhon
ended 20th with 119/125.

Among women skeet
shooters, Ganemat Sekhon
was the best-placed Indian
in 23rd with 113/125, fol-
lowed by Yashasvi Rathore
(110) in 28th and Darsha
Rathore (109) in 34th.

In men’s 25m rapid fire
pistol, Bhavesh Shekhawat
kept India’s hopes alive by
ending Stage 1 in ninth
place with 292.

World Championship sil-
ver medallist Anish Bhan-
wala was 21st with 288,
while Omkar Singh was
tied for 23rd on the same
score.

Saliba to be sidelined
for ‘extended period

Associated Press
LONDON

Arsenal centre-back Wil-
liam Saliba will avoid back
surgery but faces an “ex-
tended period” in rehabili-
tation, the defending Pre-
mier League champion
confirmed on Wednesday.

The 25-year-old defen-

der was taken off during
the first half of France’s 0-2
World Cup semifinal loss to
Spain.

“Extensive assessments
have concluded that sur-
gery is not recommended,
but William should now
commence a managed re-
covery program,” Arsenal
said in a statement.

It takes only one game or critical
moment to regain confidence’

CHESS

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

Becoming the World cham-
pion is probably easier
than being one. This might
be running through the
mind of D. Gukesh, who is
set to defend his title in a
few months’ time.

The 20-year-old Grand-
master has been going
through a prolonged lean
spell as the championship
clash against Uzbek Javok-
hir Sindarov looms.

Gukesh hasn’t won a
tournament since his stun-
ning triumph in Singapore,
and the performances
have been below-par to say
the least. At the just-con-
cluded Chennai Grand
Masters here, he lost three
games and couldn’t buy a
win while finishing last in a
field of eight. He now has

Gukesh. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

only the Olympiad in Sep-
tember to regain form and
be ready to face Sindarov.
Five-time World cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand
said Gukesh still had time
to get out of the rut, ad-

ding: “He must be disap-
pointed with the results,
but he will anyway play
some more games. He’s
had a bad streak for a
while, but he can snap out
of it.”

N. Srinath, the captain
of the Open team in the up-
coming Olympiad, isn’t
concerned about the form
of Gukesh, who was on the
top board during the victo-
rious campaign in Budap-
est two years ago. In this
regard, he pointed out that
R. Vaishali had a similarly
difficult time in the Chen-
nai Grand Masters’ Chal-
lengers event last year.

“Vaishali won the Grand
Swiss title a few months la-
ter and then the Candi-
dates. Slumps in form can
happen, but class is perma-
nent. It takes only one
game, one critical moment
to regain confidence,” Sri-
nath said, batting for Gu-
kesh.

India has an ‘excellent chance’ of
retaining Olympiad title: Srinath

S. Shrivathsan
CHENNAI

If the India team is to repli-
cate its near-perfect Chess
Olympiad 2024 campaign
in the Open event, it will
take some doing.

India will have the ‘de-
fending champion’ tag at-
tached to it throughout the
global competition in Sa-
markand in September
and will be expected to de-
liver another strong show.

No baggage

But captain N. Srinath
stressed that his squad will
not carry any “baggage”,
saying that it will begin
from square one just like
any other team.

“We will not do that (put
themselves under pressure
for being the reigning
champ); we are all profes-
sionals. We start from zero
this time.

“But we will definitely

Srinath. FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN

look to have the positive
team spirit which we had
in the last Olympiad. We
will continue to have fun,”
Srinath said on the side-
lines of the just-concluded
Chennai Grand Masters
here.

He is optimistic about
retaining the crown des-
pite the indifferent form of
some of his squad mem-
bers. World champion D.
Gukesh, R. Praggnanand-
haa, Arjun Erigaisi, Vidit
Gujrathi and Nihal Sarin

make up
contingent.

“I am pretty confident
that we will do excellently.
Before the last Olympiad,
we never thought that we
would win the way we did.
We will have the same ap-
proach, but we will know
about the form of our
players only after the first
few rounds.

the playing

Top challengers

“So, it is hard to say which
team will set the standard.
Host Uzbekistan, the USA
and China will be among
the top challengers, but we
have an excellent chance,”
Srinath added. Will his
players walk the talk?

The Indian squads: Open: D.
Gukesh, R. Praggnanandhaa,
Arjun Erigaisi, Vidit Gujrathi and
Nihal Sarin; captain: N. Srinath.
Women: Koneru Humpy, R.
Vaishali, Divya Deshmukh,
Vantika Agrawal and B. Savitha
Shri; captain: Swayams Mishra.

Dhruv and Jiya
take the honours

BADMINTON

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Uttarakhand’s Dhruv Negi
beat Rajasthan’s Pranay
Katta 20-18, 14-16, 15-11 in
the final to clinch men’s
singles title in the Yonex-
Sunrise All India senior-
ranking badminton tourna-
ment at the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru indoor stadium on
Thursday. It was the 20-
year-old’s maiden senior
men’s singles title. In the
women’s final, Haryana’s Ji-
ya Rawat defeated Andhra
Pradesh’s M. Tanishq 15-12,
15-10 to take the honours.
The tournament also
threw up a few surprises.
Tamil Nadu’s mixed dou-
bles specialist K. Sathish
Kumar suffered a quarterfi-
nal exit to an unseeded Ker-
ala pair. Reigning Asian u-17
champion S.R. Diksha and
Sadhana Fenelon, a bronze
medallist at last week’s Na-
tional-ranking tournament
in Kochi, also bowed out
early in the women’s sin-

Dhruv and Jiya with their big
prize. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

gles. The championship
was without the National
men’s singles champion
Rithvik Sanjeevi and form-
er junior World No. 1 San-
kar Muthusamy as they
were away on international
duty.

Other results (finals): Doubles:
Men: Viplav Kuvale & Viraj Kuvale
(Mah) bt Mohammad Amaan (Raj)
& Dingku Singh Konthoujam
(Man) 13-15, 15-4, 15-4.

Women: V.S. Varshini (TN) &
Nayana S. Oasis (Ker) bt
Rutaparna Panda & Swetaparna
Panda (Odi) 15-12, 15-6.

Mixed: Vimalraj Annadurai &
Shreya Balaji (TN) bt
Sankarprasad Udayakumar &
Diya Arun (Ker) 15-8, 15-10.

Dhruv Negi chuffed to
rediscover his form

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

For a year and a half,
Dhruv Negi wondered
where his badminton had
gone.

In Chennai on Thurs-
day, he found it again.

“After a long time, I
played a good tourna-
ment. For almost one-and-
a-half years, I was not able
to play at this level, but to-
day I think that I played a
good match,” said the 20-
year-old Uttarakhand shut-
tler after defeating Pranay
Katta 20-18, 14-16, 15-11 in
the final to win the Yonex-
Sunrise all India senior
ranking badminton tour-
nament men’s singles title,
his maiden senior crown,
in only his second year on
the senior circuit.

A stress fracture in his
knee, suffered soon after
he graduated from the u-19
circuit, sidelined him for
around six months and left
him battling to regain his
confidence.

“The challenges that I
faced were mostly physical

and a little bit mental.
Physically, intensity and
strength — I needed more
strength to compete with
the senior players. Mental-
ly, after that injury, my ov-
erall confidence got a bit
low,” he said, reflecting on
his transition from the ju-
nior to the senior circuit.

Dhruv, who trains at the
Prakash Padukone Bad-
minton Academy, looks up
to Lakshya Sen.

“I admire his game a lot.
I look forward to training
with him and watching
how he plays — his foot-
work and strokes.

“I try to incorporate
those into my own game.
I’'ve been trying to get the
kind of speed he has on
court,” he said.

He added that he also
enjoys watching videos of
Lin Dan and Taufik Hi-
dayat to learn from their
speed and footwork and,
in Hidayat’s case, his cele-
brated backhand.

Dhruv’s immediate fo-
cus is the Philippines Inter-
national Challenge, which
begins next week.

SNAPSHOTS

Aswath wins Serbia
Open title

Indian Grandmaster
Aswath S. emerged
champion in the Serbia
Open chess tournament in
Belgrade, scoring 7.5
points from nine rounds.
He remained unbeaten in
the event and posted six
wins with the one over
compatriot Mitrabha Guha
in the penultimate round
proving to be crucial.
India’s Ethan Vaz finished
third while Mitrabha took
the fourth spot.

No 2027 Ashes Tests in
north of England
There will be no Ashes
matches in the north of
England when Australia
arrives for the 2027
edition of Test cricket’s
oldest rivalry.
Headingley in Leeds and
Manchester’s Old Trafford
have been left off the
schedule for the 2027
Ashes.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board confirmed
on Thursday the exact
fixture list for next year’s
Ashes, with all five
matches restricted to the
Midlands and south of

Aswath.

England. Hampshire’s
Rose Bowl, near
Southampton, will stage
its first Ashes Test from
July 21 — the fourth of the
series. It will become the
10th ground in the United
Kingdom to stage a men’s
Ashes Test.

The series will start at
Trent Bridge in
Nottingham on June 18,
with Lord’s — as is
traditional — staging the
second Test on June 30
and Edgbaston in
Birmingham the third on
July 8. The Ashes will
conclude at the Oval in
south London from July
29.

0ld Trafford and
Headingley are both set to
stage Ashes Tests in 2031.

AINX



18

THE HINDU

Sport

Friday, July 24, 2026

CHENNAI

The satisfaction from scoring

runs in Tests is unparalleled

The 24-year-old says even a small weakness or flaw will be challenged in the longest format; the Tamil Nadu batter adds that his priority now is to work on his fitness and

game against spin bowling ahead of the Sri Lanka series; the southpaw explains he is not worried too much about not being in the T20I scheme of things

INTERVIEW

B. Sai Sudharsan

S. Dipak Ragav

ince the start of the IPL, runs

have been flowing from B. Sai

Sudharsan’s bat. The Gujarat

Titans opener had a great sea-
son, finishing as the third-highest run-
getter (722 runs). He then seamlessly
switched into the longer format, scor-
ing 81 in the Test against Afghanistan
before following it up with twin centu-
ries for India-A in the two four-day
games in Sri Lanka.

In this chat with The Hindu, the 24-
year-old Tamil Nadu batter opens up
about his “best IPL season” as well as
his experience playing Test cricket over
the last year. Excerpts:

How do you see this purple patch?

I am feeling really grateful for whatever
I have done in the IPL. The way it start-
ed, the way it unfolded, the way it end-
ed — it was very interesting.

I have always had good starts in ev-
ery IPL. So this one was even more in-
teresting because I didn’t score much in
the first four to five games. Mentally, I
won’t say it was challenging but more
interesting, as belief, trust, and eve-
rything increased day by day rather
than becoming doubtful. It was a very
good IPL, and it was my best year.

Does it make it more special that
you recovered from a tough start?

Yes, for sure, because when you are
scoring, it is easy. When you keep play-
ing, it is easier to believe and to be in a
confident frame of mind. But when you
don’t score, it’s even more important to
feel the same way.

So, in that way, it was very interest-
ing, and I learnt a lot in this IPL. When
it is not converted into evidence, are
you still trusting the process and your
abilities? Mentally, when you enter the
game, are you still thinking about not
scoring in the previous match, or are
you entering in an expressive frame of
mind to make an impact for the team?
So I think, in those ways, Ilearnt a lot —
to not take the past into the game.

Was there a specific game that
unlocked something for you?

Yes. I got a hundred against RCB. That
was the game which actually changed
quite a lot of things. We lost that match,
yes, but that game gave us momentum.
From there, the team also did well. The
team faced a challenge: we were still
doing well, but something was not go-
ing right. Then we won in Chennai, and
from there, everybody’s game started
going the way we wanted.

You came into the IPL after an
injury lay-off due to a rib fracture.
How difficult was the recovery?

Definitely, it was not easy because
breathing was difficult. But sometimes,
when you get a break, you have time to
think about the game. You have time to
really introspect about what you want
to do. So I saw it as a blessing in dis-
guise. At that time, I wanted to use it
wisely and productively, so that [ would
still bat a lot mentally. I couldn’t do it
physically, of course, but mentally I bat-
ted a lot and didn’t feel that I was away
from the sport.

What did you specifically work on
during those three to four months?

It’s more about the feel. The feeling of
batting. All the small things I wanted to
improve, all the small additions I want-
ed to make — I just did them in my
head. I tried to visualise it more and
sustain that feeling.

There’s alot of talk around
strike-rates. However, you and
your opening partner, Shubman
Gill, took a different approach,
trying to bat long. How do you see
it in the bigger picture when the
demands of T20 cricket keep
changing? Do you feel tempted to
play at a higher tempo?

We’re not looking at it as “We have to
play at this strike-rate to win’.
We’re looking at it from a broad-
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er perspective — what is required for
the game, rather than individual statis-
tical points. We’re not looking at it as a
stats-oriented approach. Yes, stats are
very important for improving and get-
ting better. But we’re not looking to
predetermine how we’ll play. If we’re
chasing 240, we have to play at a 200
strike-rate anyway. It’s situational, rath-
er than saying we can only do well if we
play at a particular strike-rate. As a
team, as you rightly said, we’re trying
to give ourselves the best chance of
winning.

At the same time, don’t you feel it
could affect your personal career?

It’s actually a great question because
it’s actually a challenge as well. But I
feel winning is the ultimate recipe, or
the ultimate key, to whatever you want
to do. You don’t have to think personal-
ly. For a team, winning is the ultimate
recipe. If you make your team win, you
will eventually get the call-up and re-
cognition. Everything else is secondary.
It is a by-product. The ultimate goal is
to have the team’s intent to win. The
way I'm looking at it is: Am I giving my-
self the best possible chance to contri-
bute? I feel that if we put a constraint
like that in place, we are holding our-
selves back.

You have now scored more than
700 runs for the second
consecutive season. How do you
ensure you keep improving to stay
ahead in a format that keeps
changing?

Even during the tournament, the game
is evolving. This year, there were two
spectrums of games. Either they were
very low-scoring or very high-scoring.
At the start of the tournament, there
were three or four situations in which it
was still possible to hit the ball correct-
ly. Ilearnt certain things from that. I got
out to balls that weren’t really wicket-
taking deliveries. They were short, into
the body, down the side of the leg. So I
felt there was still space for the right
movements to happen, and then you
score runs. I worked more on that.

Similarly, there were many examples
from last year and this year. At certain
times, I wasn’t finishing games, so I
wanted to finish games. I feel I'm aware
of those things. I keep building on them
so the batting works automatically.

How do you handle not
being in India’s T20 e
plans despite -
two very good P
IPL 3
seasons?
/

There is nothing to handle. No disap-
pointment, no expectation. We have a
job in our hands. As simple as that. I
know it may sound contradictory to
many people. Yes, everybody wants to
play for the country, and I want it even
more. But what’s important is under-
standing what is within our control and
what we should be hungry for. In the
IPL, the important job is to put the
team where we want it to be and win
the tournament.

That’s the biggest priority. Selection
comes as a by-product. There are still
many things I can improve. I can work
on those, come back to the IPL, and
make an even bigger impact. Those are
the things I have in my control, and I
will back myself to do that every year.

Your assessment of your first year
as a Test cricketer?

It is interesting. Even a small weakness
or flaw will be challenged. As a batter,
you have to keep improving and evolv-
ing from all those small things. It chang-
es every single day and every single ses-
sion. To be versatile enough to
understand that and be smart is very
important. But the satisfaction you get
from scoring runs in Tests is unparal-
leled. You toil for five days. The hard
work on the fourth or fifth day, when
you get those runs or that win, is just

very satisfying.

What have been the biggest
learnings from the first year?

We have to keep evolving as batters,
and there isn’t much time to do so. You
have to be smart enough to pick things
up and evolve. I feel it is all about own-
ing that place. I could have owned it a
bit more. I could have been a bit freer.
The more ownership I take, and the
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more courage I have to go out there and
express myself, the more I feel I'll be
able to bring out the best version of my-
self. That’s probably the biggest learn-
ing for me.

A little bit of that happened during
the Afghanistan series. It helped me ex-
press myself more rather than trying to
be right.

But hats off to my team: because of
the support staff, the communication,
and the way they supported and
backed me — I was very happy with
that.

Even in the Kolkata Test (vs. South
Africa), which I didn’t play, I was very
comfortable because the communica-
tion was very clear. We were looking at
an extra spinner to give us the best
chance. The communication was very
clear, and as a player, you need that
freedom.

During the West Indies series, GG
(Gautam Gambhir) sir was very com-
municative. He backed me really well.
In the Delhi Test (vs. West Indies), I was
actually happy because I understood
my batting better. I needed that clarity
at that time, so it was very helpful to
me.

I feel my batting has also become a
little more fine-tuned. Decision-mak-
ing, footwork, and movement in the
crease—these experiences have helped
me further fine-tune my game.

After the South Africa tour, I had
quite a lot of time to prepare, under-
stand those things and fine-tune them.

You have been dismissed twice in
the 80s. Do you regret not
converting those starts?

I'd agree that it was a little disappoint-
ing not to convert them. But at the
same time, I was really happy with the
level of control I had and the intensity
of my play. The feeling while batting
was really good, and the control was
good. So I'm looking forward to build-
ing on that. The big score will come
when it’s supposed to come.

There has been some criticism
surrounding your First Class
average. Are you aware of that, and
how do you handle it?

Honestly, I'm not even aware of my
own statistics. I don’t know how many
matches I've played, how many hun-
dreds I've scored or what my average is.
Even in the IPL, I don’t know how many
games I've played or how many
runs I’ve scored. The reason is
simple — I don’t want to
judge myself based on
statistics. I believe
more in the expe-
rience than the
numbers.
One
- game
N might
be on
a
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raging turner. Another game could be
on a seaming wicket.

Every match presents a different
challenge. So it’s very difficult for me to
look at my average and tell myself, ‘T’'m
batting well because my average is
good’ or, ‘I’m batting badly because my
average isn’t good enough’. For me, it’s
about being fully present in that partic-
ular situation and doing the best I possi-
bly can.

How was your experience of
playing those two four-day games
in Sri Lanka?

It was a really valuable experience and
a great opportunity for us to under-
stand the conditions. There was more
breeze, a little more bounce and a little
more turn than what we’re generally
used to. Even the bowling culture there
is different.

The bowlers are extremely consis-
tent and disciplined rather than relying
on something extraordinary. As a bat-
ter, getting more game time in Test
cricket is always the best opportunity
to learn.

Luckily, we played at Galle, so we got
an opportunity to understand how the
wickets behaved and how they general-
ly prepared the surfaces.

Overall, it was a really good expe-
rience and a great opportunity for us to
understand the conditions.

Can you elaborate on the impact of
the breeze?

The strong breeze changes everything.
Because of the wind, the ball’s line
changes quite a lot. Experiencing that
was really valuable. It’s actually very si-
milar to England.

In England, the fast bowlers get late
movement. Here, because of the
breeze, the spinners get late drift. So
you can’t commit too early, and you
can’t judge the length too early. You
have to keep judging the ball as late as
possible because it keeps changing its
line.

What’s the next month looking like
for you?

The next month will be a proper off-
season with some long practice ses-
sions. Overall, it’s a great window to
work hard and build towards the com-
ing season.

There are two main areas. The first is
from a physical perspective. I want to
become stronger, leaner, and fitter, es-
pecially in my movement and recovery,
so that I can recover better and faster.

The second is my batting. I want to
continue fine-tuning my game against
spin.

We have a series against Sri Lanka,
where the conditions are quite similar,
and then a couple of Tests in New Zea-
land, which will obviously present a dif-
ferent challenge. So my focus is on im-
proving my batting against spin, better
understanding my footwork, and conti-
nuing to develop my game.
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