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S
everal people were
injured here on
Monday when the

police cracked down on a
Parliament march called
by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) seeking the re-
signation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan even as the go-
vernment reached out to
the CJP.

At least 38 of the injured
were taken to the Lady
Hardinge Medical College
and around 65 to the Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohia Hos-
pital, with fractures, swell-
ings, and head and eye in-
juries, sources said.

The protests brought to
the fore the growing dis-
content over the NEET
paper leak and irregulari-
ties in the CBSE school ex-
amination process as slo-
gans of “Dharmendra
Pradhan, isteefa do (re-
sign)” boomed. The police

action on one of the largest
protests in the national
capital in recent years
came amid an Internet
shutdown in the New Delhi
district.

Police resorted to baton-
charge and lobbed tear-gas
shells on multiple occa-
sions in Jantar Mantar, Pa-
tel Chowk, India Gate, Con-
naught Place, and other
parts of the area where
large groups protested.
Police, however, denied us-
ing disproportionate force.

The Delhi Police said in
a statement that 70 protes-
ters were detained. “Ap-
propriate legal action is be-
ing initiated, and an FIR is
being registered... for riot-
ing, assault on public ser-
vants, damage to public
property, and other o�enc-
es,” a press release said.

Representatives of the
CJP, Saurav Das and Ashu-
tosh Ranka, later met with
Union Minister J.P. Nadda
to formally seek resigna-
tion of the Union Educa-

tion Minister. They said Mr.
Nadda had agreed to dis-
cuss the demands with the
government. However, the
CJP was still waiting for a
response, Mr. Das said in
the evening, adding: “The
protest is continuing at Jan-
tar Mantar.”

Waves of protest
Seeing the “brutality with
which peacefully protest-
ing youth are being dealt

with”, activist Sonam
Wangchuk said he will con-
tinue fasting “until the
youth leaders are allowed
to meet the parliamentar-
ians at the Sansad Bhawan,
or I am allowed to meet
them here at the hospital”.

Mr. Wangchuk had ear-
lier indicated that he was
on the verge of calling o�
his fast if MPs met and as-
sured him that they would
raise the issue of education

in the Monsoon Session.
Earlier, CJP leaders did

not begin the march to the
Parliament in the morning,
having established contact
with the government
through New Delhi’s depu-
ty commissioner of police.
Delhi Police said in a state-
ment that over 118 police
personnel sustained inju-
ries, and that 60 protesters
were injured in the melee.
“During today’s protest by

CJP in the New Delhi area,
the protesters displayed
unruly, aggressive and vio-
lent behaviour,” the police
statement said, accusing
the “violent mob [of caus-
ing] extensive damage to
public property”.

By early afternoon, hun-
dreds of protesters slipped
through barricades onto
Sansad Marg, heading
southwest to the new Par-
liament building. When
they were a few hundred
metres away from the Par-
liament house, security
forces lathi-charged a gath-
ering, around which time
mobile Internet too was
cut at 150 spots. 

During the lathi charge,
the crowd ran towards the
Janata Dal (United) o�ce
causing a wall to collapse.
(With inputs from Shriman-
si Kaushik, Sreeparna Chak-
raborty, Ashna Butani, and
Sobhana K.)

Several hurt in crackdown on CJP stir

Security forces use tear gas to disperse CJP protesters during their

march in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Scores hospitalised; CJP leaders meet

Nadda, demand removal of Pradhan 

Wangchuk cites ‘brutality’, says will fast

till MPs meet the ‘youth leaders’ or him

70 protesters detained, say police; protest

at Jantar Mantar will continue, says CJP
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India’s core industrial sec-
tors grew at 5% in June
2026, the fastest in �ve
months, as per the inaugu-
ral release of the new and
updated series of the Index
of Core Industries (ICI).

The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry on
Monday released the new
series of the ICI, with an
updated base year of 2022-
23 from the earlier 2011-12.
Further, the updated index
has an additional sector of
iron ore added to it, taking
the total number of sectors
it covers to nine. The secto-
ral weights and methods of
estimation have also been
updated.

Within the index, the
fastest growth was record-
ed by iron ore, which grew
43.9% in June 2026 against
19% in May.

Statistical base e�ect
This growth, however, was
likely due to a statistical
base e�ect, since the sec-
tor contracted 16.4% in
June last year. 

Electricity, cement,
steel, and coal grew 9.8%,
9.8%, 4.6% and 1.4%
respectively.

“The Index of Core In-
dustries grew by 5% in June
2026 [provisional esti-
mate] on a year-on-year ba-
sis, compared with June
2025,” the O�ce of Eco-
nomic Adviser in the De-

partment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) said. 

“This marks an im-
provement over the
growth rate of 3.2% record-
ed in May 2026 [�nal
estimate].”

The Index of Core In-
dustries last grew faster in
January 2026 when it hit a
growth of 5.2%, as per the
new series. “Owing to in-
tensive use of iron ore in
the production process,
and its contribution to in-
dustrial development, it
has been included in the
list of core industries as a
new item in the revised se-
ries of ICI (base year 2022-
23),” the Ministry said in a
statement.

Nearly all the sectors re-
lating to hydrocarbon
energy and its products,
such as crude oil (-4.2%),
natural gas (-7.4%), re�nery
products (-4.7%), and fertil-
isers (-3.3%) contracted in
June 2026.

“The entire crude oil re-
lated sectors — crude oil,
gas, re�nery products and
fertilizers — witnessed ne-
gative growth in June
which can be attributed to
higher imports with global
crude prices cooling o�,”
Madan Sabnavis, chief eco-
nomist at the Bank of Baro-
da said. 

“The export of re�nery
products had slowed down
this month. In case of fer-
tilizers, imports tended to
increase.”

Core sectors grow at
�ve-month high of 5%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Spanish delight 

Hero’s welcome: The Spanish team with the trophy on arrival in Madrid on Monday, after being crowned FIFA World Cup champion with a

1-0 victory over Argentina in the final on Sunday. It was the La Roja’s second triumph after the success in 2010. AP (REPORT: PAGE 16)

Lok Sabha proceedings
were disrupted on the �rst
day of the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament on Mon-
day as Opposition parties
raised various issues. The
Lower House was ad-
journed six times since it
met in the morning before
being adjourned for the
day. The Rajya Sabha also
saw proceedings disrupted
with six adjournments. 

Meanwhile, calling for
cooperation across party
lines, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi urged MPs to
address the aspirations of
the country by engaging in
informed and respectful
debate. As India gathers
pace in its development
journey, Parliament has a
vital role in providing fresh
impetus through construc-
tive debates, Mr. Modi said. 

Modi calls for
constructive
talks amid LS,
RS disruptions

The Hindu Bureau
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Modi is the most
anti-youth PM
ever, says Rahul

NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposition

in the Lok Sabha, Rahul

Gandhi, on Monday accused

PM Narendra Modi of being

“the most anti-youth PM India

has ever had” while backing

the students’ demands related

to recurring examination paper

leaks as “legitimate”. » PAGE 4

Former Manchester Mayor,
Andrew Burnham, was ap-
pointed Prime Minister of
the U.K. on Monday, its se-
venth in a decade. Mr.
Burnham described the
moment as a “circuit
breaker”, as he promised
to usher in a new political
and social model for the
country, taking power out
of London and spreading it
across the U.K. 

The outgoing Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer made
history on Monday for be-
coming the U.K.’s shortest
serving Labour PM.

New U.K. PM
Burnham
vows to bring
social reform 

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON
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Iran is �ghting a “full-scale
war” with the U.S., Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian
said on Monday, as Wash-
ington expanded its strikes
across the Islamic republic
including a city hosting a
nuclear power plant.

Iran kept up its own at-
tacks across the region in
response, with its Revolu-
tionary Guards announc-
ing they had hit targets in
Bahrain, Jordan, and Syria,
while Bahrain said its air
navigation systems were
targeted.

Iran �ghting a
‘full-scale war’,
says President
Pezeshkian

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

FULL REPORT ON 
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Four Indian citizens were
killed and one was critical-
ly injured in an attack on a
merchant vessel near the
Ukrainian port of Odessa
on Sunday. 

India condemned the
incident and called such at-
tacks impeding freedom of
navigation “deplorable”.

The Ministry of External
A�airs on Monday reiterat-
ed India’s opposition to at-
tacks on merchant vessels
as such incidents violate
the freedom of navigation. 

The Acting Foreign Mi-
nister of Ukraine, Andrii
Sybiha, has blamed Russia
for the attack and said �ve
crew members of the ship
remain missing.

“On the evening of 19 Ju-
ly 2026, vessel MV Golden
Leo was attacked while de-

parting the port of Odessa.
At the time of the incident,
there were 17 crew mem-
bers on board, including
�ve Indians. As per infor-
mation available, four In-
dian nationals have tragi-
cally lost their lives, while
one is hospitalised in a crit-
ical condition,” said the Mi-
nistry in its statement. 

“India condemns such
attacks and reiterates that
targeting commercial ship-
ping and endangering in-
nocent civilian crew mem-
bers, or otherwise
impeding freedom of navi-
gation and commerce is
deplorable and should be
avoided,” said the MEA in
its statement.

The incident comes
amid the death of several
Indian seafarers in the con-
tinuing attacks by the U.S.
and Iran on commercial
vessels in the Gulf.

The Ukraine’s Acting Fo-
reign Minister said the at-
tack was not an isolated in-
cident. “Russia has now
struck a civilian vessel na-

vigating Ukraine’s mari-
time corridor. The crew in-
cluded citizens of Syria and
India. A Ukrainian mari-
time pilot was killed,” said
Mr. Sybiha. He said Russia
attacked another mer-
chant vessel with the �ag
of Antigua and Barbuda in
the Black Sea on Saturday.

Mr. Sybiha said Ukraine
had informed the Interna-
tional Maritime Organiza-
tion and Ukraine’s interna-
tional partners “about
Russia’s latest attacks on ci-
vilian shipping, as well as
the states whose citizens
were killed or injured.” 

Maritime Trade News
has reported that Golden
Leo was carrying a crew of
17 Syrian and Indian na-
tionals and that at least 10
sailors were killed in the at-
tack. The Russian authori-
ties are yet to comment on
the incident.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Four Indians killed near Ukrainian port of Odessa

Caught in a war: Smoke rising from civilian cargo ship Golden Leo in the Black Sea, following an

alleged Russian missile strike on Sunday. AFP 

No decision on
ethanol blending
beyond 20%: MoS

NEW DELHI

Notwithstanding a series of

measures taken in the recent

past to popularise bio-fuel

blending, the government on

Monday informed that no

decision had been taken to

increase the blending quantum

with petrol beyond the present

20%. » PAGE 12

Home delivery of
SIR papers starts
in Karnataka

BENGALURU

Amid the ongoing special

intensive revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls, Karnataka Chief

Minister D.K. Shivakumar on

Monday launched an initiative

to issue Permanent Residence

Certificates (PRCs), one of the

11 documents accepted by the

Election Commission (EC) for

voter verification under the

exercise, on the doorstep of

people. » PAGE 3

India clears �rst
dengue vaccine
for ages 4 to 60

NEW DELHI

The Drug Controller General of

India has granted market

authorisation to Takeda

Biopharmaceuticals India’s

QDENGA (TAK-003), making it

the first dengue vaccine to be

approved in the country,

according to a press release

from the company. The vaccine

has been approved for the

prevention of dengue in people

aged four to 60. » PAGE 6
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With more than 30,000
students graduating from
Delhi University’s (DU) in-
augural four-year under-
graduate programme and
only a little over 1,100 seats
on o�er across 46 one-year
postgraduate courses, sev-
eral students contend that
the promised progression
from the undergraduate
degree to a one-year mas-
ter’s has not been matched
by adequate capacity des-
pite having invested an ad-
ditional year in pursuit of
the pathway.

Introduced for the 2026-
27 academic session under
the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) 2020, it allows
students who have com-
pleted DU’s Four-Year Un-
dergraduate Programme
(FYUP) to pursue a master's
degree in one year instead
of the conventional two-
year programme.

The programme has
been introduced in addi-
tion to DU’s existing two-

year postgraduate pro-
grammes, which o�er
around 13,500 seats across
74 disciplines.

According to the univer-
sity’s information bulletin,
the one-year postgraduate
programmes together o�er
just over 1,100 seats across
46 disciplines, taking the
total postgraduate intake to
around 14,600 seats. Stu-
dents, however, argue that
the intake for the one-year
programme remains dis-
proportionately small.

The issue prompted stu-

dent organisations to stage
protests on campus, de-
manding an increase in the
number of seats.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vi-
dyarthi Parishad (ABVP) on
July 17 staged a protest at
the university campus.

ABVP Delhi secretary
Sarthak Sharma said, “The
university administration
must immediately enhance
the number of seats to en-
sure that no deserving stu-
dent is denied access to
higher education because
of seat constraints.”

Aanchal Nainawat, a
fourth-year student at
Hansraj College, said the
possibility of pursuing a
one-year master’s pro-
gramme was among the
primary reasons she opted
for the additional year.

“We spent an additional
year, along with our time,
money and trust, expect-
ing the one-year master’s
programme to be a genuine
opportunity. Instead, we
found ourselves competing
for a handful of seats, and
the promise we relied on
simply was not matched in
its implementation,” she
said.

According to the infor-
mation bulletin issued on
July 5, one-year M.A. in En-
glish programme o�ers 45
seats across all reservation
categories. Aastha Upad-
hyay, a fourth-year B.A. En-
glish (Hons.) student at At-
ma Ram Sanatan Dharma
College, said, “When the
information bulletin was
released, the scale of the
mismatch became clear.
Hundreds of students had

opted for the fourth year,
but the M.A. in English had
only 45 seats. It fundamen-
tally altered how we
viewed the one-year mas-
ter’s programme.”

Navigating uncertainty
Faculty members said that
while the policy itself had
merit, its implementation
was marked by inadequate
planning, frequent proced-
ural changes and unclear
communication, leaving
both teachers and students
navigating uncertainty.

Priyanka Kulhari, Assis-
tant Professor at Atma Ram
Sanatan Dharma College,
said, “On paper, the idea is
excellent. The problem be-
gan with its implementa-
tion. We were receiving
new guidelines every
week, and faculty mem-
bers themselves were often
unsure of the procedures.”

Prateek Arsh, a fourth-
year student at Hansraj Col-
lege, questioned the tran-
sparency of the admission
process.

“We were informed

about important admission
criteria only in the eighth
semester. If the university
had communicated these
guidelines before students
opted for the fourth year,
many would have made a
more informed decision,”
he said.

In response to the issue,
the university has consti-
tuted a six-member com-
mittee to examine requests
for expanding the intake in
its one-year postgraduate
programmes. 

A noti�cation issued by
the DU Registrar’s o�ce on
July 17 stated: “The univer-
sity has received requests
for an increase in the num-
ber of seats in the one-year
postgraduate programmes
being o�ered in various de-
partments of the university
for the academic session.
The competent authority
has constituted the follow-
ing committee to consider
the request and suggest
measures for its implemen-
tation. The committee may
submit its recommenda-
tions within 10 days.”

30,000 students, 1,100 seats: DU’s 1-year PG rollout hits a roadblock
Ira Wasan
NEW DELHI

Members of the ABVP staging a protest on the Delhi University

campus on July 17. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Madhya Pradesh government on Monday
introduced the draft Uniform Civil Code Bill,
prohibiting polygamy and mandating the
registration of marriages and divorces for all
faiths, in the Assembly, even as the Congress
created uproar over alleged land purchases linked
to CM Mohan Yadav. Speaker Narendra Singh
Tomar said the House would take up the Bill for
discussion on Tuesday. The purported land
purchase was raised in a newspaper report, which
claimed that Mr. Yadav and his family members
bought land parcels after he became the Chief
Minister, a charge the BJP denied as baseless. PTI

UCC Bill in M.P. House; uproar
over ‘land deals’ linked to CM

INBRIEF
�

The Uttar Pradesh government continues to face
opposition over the proposed demolition of 38 out
of 40 buildings at Mohammad Ali Jauhar
University in Rampur, with Rajya Sabha member
Manoj Kumar Jha on Monday writing to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, seeking his immediate
intervention to halt any such move. Mr. Jha said
such an action would, for all practical purposes,
amount to demolishing a functioning university
created under State legislation and currently
serving 3,000 students. “Should this action be
allowed to proceed, it will be remembered as a
blot in the history of 21st century India,” he said. 

MP Manoj Jha urges PM to stop
demolitions at Jauhar varsity

E
ven as the Foreign
Contribution (Regu-
lation) Amendment

Bill, 2026, is scheduled to
be presented in the ongo-
ing Monsoon Session of
Parliament, the Catholic
Church leadership in Kera-
la reiterated concerns over
the legislation on Monday.

The Kerala Catholic
Bishops’ Council (KCBC)
said that the Church’s ap-
prehensions over the Bill
had not been cleared, ad-
ding that it did not receive
any foreign contribution
through personal
accounts.

KCBC spokesperson Fr.
Thomas Tharayil told The

Hindu that existing laws
were fully capable of mon-
itoring the proper utilisa-
tion of foreign funds. “The
reality is that the Church is
not receiving foreign funds
in any personal accounts.
All funds are received
through the RBI special
branch in New Delhi.

Those receiving the funds
need to �le utilisation de-
tails. Also, income tax re-
turns need to be submitted
every year. The govern-
ment can easily verify the
utilisation and details of
the total money received
through IT returns’ veri�-
cation,” said Fr. Tharayil.

‘Unmet promise’
The KCBC spokesperson
said when the Bill was an-
nounced during the As-
sembly election period,
Bharatiya Janata Party

leaders in Kerala had pro-
mised that they would in-
tervene to address the con-
cerns raised by the
Church. “But after the As-
sembly election, no BJP
leader in Kerala contacted
the Church leadership on
the issue. During a recent
meeting the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of India
representatives had with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, the Minister only
gave an assurance that the
FCRA Bill would not have a
retroactive e�ect. We don’t
know how that assurance
will work, and we will get
the details only after the
original content of the Bill
is out,” said Fr. Tharayil.

‘Alarming clauses’
The KCBC has already sub-
mitted letters to all Opposi-
tion MPs from Kerala, de-
manding that they oppose
the Bill when it is present-
ed in Parliament. “We
hope the MPs from Kerala
will raise their voice
against the Bill,” he said.

The KCBC further noted

that some clauses in the
Bill are alarming. “If an or-
ganisation fails to submit
details of a foreign dona-
tion or decides to stop re-
ceiving foreign donations,
the Bill states that the
building constructed using
those funds will go to the
government. But the reali-
ty is that for the construc-
tion of hospitals or
schools, 80% of the fund-
ing comes from local re-
sources, with only the re-
maining 20% supported by
foreign funds. Yet, the Bill
recommends taking over
of such properties. Such
provisions are raising se-
rious concerns,” said Fr.
Tharayil.

He noted that this is not
an issue a�ecting only the
Christian community. “It
will negatively a�ect all
communities. The Church
always welcomes action
under existing laws if any
issues are found regarding
funds utilisation; there is
no need to introduce
another FCRA Bill,” he
said.

Kerala Catholic Church
reiterates concerns over
FCRA amendment Bill
Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council says existing laws and I-T returns veri�cation allow monitoring of

proper utilisation of foreign funds; urges MPs from State to oppose Bill if introduced in Parliament

The Hindu Bureau
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KCBC spokesperson Fr. Thomas

Tharayil. FILE PHOTO

The Thoothukudi District
Crime Branch Police on
Monday arrested Vilathiku-
lam MLA G.V. Markandayan
of the DMK on the charge of
making remarks “derogato-
ry” to Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister C. Joseph Vijay at a
public meeting organised
by the party in Kovilpatti. 

The meeting was held on
Saturday to thank the vo-
ters following the Assembly
election. Several DMK lead-
ers, including DMK organi-
sation secretary R.S. Bha-
rathi and former Minister P.
Geetha Jeevan, were pre-
sent. In his speech, Mr.
Markandayan had allegedly
made certain remarks
against Mr. Vijay. Following
this, Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) north district se-
cretary Balasubramanian
lodged a complaint with
the police on Sunday.

On Monday morning,
the police arrived at Mr.
Markandayan’s residence at
Vilathikulam and arrested
him. He was taken to the of-
�ce of Superintendent of
Police in Thoothukudi for
further inquiry. The police
have booked him under
three Sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita: 351(3)
(criminal intimidation), 352

(intentional insult with in-
tent to provoke breach of
peace), and 353(2) (state-
ments conducing to public
mischief ).

Ms. Geetha Jeevan and
over 100 DMK workers
were detained after they
staged a sit-in in front of the
Thoothukudi Collectorate.
They started the protest af-
ter the police denied them
permission to meet Mr.
Markandayan.

‘No case �led’
Ms. Geetha Jeevan alleged
that no case was �led
against the Srivaikuntam
MLA of the TVK even after a
woman made charges of
sexual assault. “If a matter
involves TVK members, no
action is taken. If it involves
the DMK, an immediate ar-
rest is made. This is sup-
pression and authoritarian-
ism,” she added.

DMK MLA arrested
for remarks against
Tamil Nadu CM

G.V. Markandayan

The Hindu Bureau
THOOTHUKUDI/CHENNAI

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
on Monday was ques-
tioned for around two
hours by the Punjab polic-
e’s Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the
2015 Behbal Kalan police
�ring incident.

Mr. Badal, who was
summoned by the SIT led
by Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (Bathinda range) Harjit
Singh to appear before it at
the Punjab Police O�cers
Institute (PPOI) in Sector
32, Chandigarh, alleged
the SIT was formed by the
Bhagwant Mann govern-
ment to �ght a political
battle.

Heavy police deploy-
ment was made around the
PPOI with Chandigarh pol-
ice erecting barricades on
roads leading to the venue,

where Akali Dal leaders, in-
cluding former MLA N.K.
Sharma, and party suppor-
ters gathered ahead of Mr.
Badal’s arrival.

SAD chief was accompa-
nied by party leaders Bik-
ram Singh Majithia and
Balwinder Singh Bhundar
as he left for the PPOI from
his Sector 9 residence.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter questioning, Mr. Badal
said it was the fourth time
that he was summoned.

“Whenever I was called,
I came because as the pre-

sident of the Akali Dal, I
want the real culprits to be
apprehended,” he said.

“However, the SIT has
not been formed to catch
culprits but to �ght a polit-
ical battle,” the SAD chief
alleged.

He said it has been near-
ly 11 years but the SIT has
not been able to complete
its investigation.

AAP govt. criticised
Criticising the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government,
Mr. Badal said, “They want
to show in the media that
Badal has been sum-
moned. It does not matter
to me.” Attacking the Chief
Minister, he claimed that
the entire Punjab was
against Mr. Mann and al-
leged that AAP has “loot-
ed” the State.

“It is a drama. Akali Dal
is neither scared nor it will
bow down,” Mr. Badal said.

Sukhbir Badal appears before
SIT in 2015 Punjab �ring case
Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Akali Dal chief Sukhbir Badal

The Bombay High Court’s
Kolhapur Circuit Bench has
transferred the investiga-
tion into the 2025 sexual as-
sault of a minor girl at an
ashram school in Ratnagiri
district to the State Crimi-
nal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID). The court also
expressed concerns over
the shoddy investigation
and the handling of the
case.

The Division Bench of
Justices Vrushali Joshi and
Sandesh Patil passed the or-
der on July 13, with a copy
made available on Monday.
The parents of the victim
had approached the court
seeking transfer of the
probe to an independent
agency, alleging that the
police probe was improper.

According to the com-
plaint, the headmaster and
a teacher of the Kolhapur
residential school had inap-
propriately touched and
physically assaulted the mi-
nor victim. The accused
were booked under rele-
vant provisions of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita and
the Protection of Children
from Sexual O�ences Act.

The court took note of
two FIRs lodged against the
accused. The Bench ob-
served that the manner in
which the police main-
tained the case diary did
not meet professional stan-
dards, with the court not-
ing that it consisted of loose
sheets of paper. The Supe-
rintendent of Police in-
formed the court that a
show-cause notice had
been issued to the investi-
gating o�cer. 

HC orders CID probe
into ashram school
sexual assault case
Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI The long-awaited elections

to panchayati raj and urban
local bodies in Rajasthan
will be completed by No-
vember 15 this year, follow-
ing the submission of a re-
port by the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) Political Re-
presentation Commission
in August. The reservation
of seats in the polls will be
determined on the basis of
the commission’s report.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party government submit-
ted the schedule for pan-
chayat and local body elec-
tions in the Rajasthan High
Court during the hearing
on a batch of public interest
petitions on Monday. The
High Court had on Novem-
ber 14, 2025, directed the
State government to com-
plete the delimitation pro-
cess by December 31 and

hold the polls by April 15,
2026.

After the court’s strict
observations, the Local
Self-Government Depart-
ment and Panchayati Raj
Department �led an a�da-
vit stating that the classi�-
cation of wards for reserva-
tion would be completed
within 10 days after the sub-
mission of the OBC com-
mission’s report.

The reservation for
Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes and women
will be completed through
the lottery process by Au-
gust 15, after which the
State Election Commission
will initiate the process for

conducting the polls, ac-
cording to the a�davit.

When the Division
Bench led by Acting Chief
Justice S.P. Sharma asked
for speci�c dates, the Advo-
cate-General stated that the
local body elections would
be noti�ed on August 17
and held by September 20,
followed by panchayat elec-
tion noti�cation on Sep-
tember 23 and completion
of polls by November 15.

Petitions over delay
The petitions over the delay
in conducting elections
were �led by a citizen, Giri-
raj Singh Devanda, and
former MLA Sanyam Lod-
ha. The High Court had on
April 2 this year issued con-
tempt notices to the State
Election Commission and
Election Commissioner Ra-
jeshwar Singh, taking ex-
ception to the delay despite
its previous order.

Panchayat, local elections to be 
over by Nov. 15: Rajasthan govt.
Mohammed Iqbal
JAIPUR

Reservation of seats
will be determined on
the basis of the OBC
panel’s report to be
submitted in August 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Mon-
day made public the report
of Justice Susanta Chatter-
jee Commission which
probed the police �ring on
July 21, 1993, which claimed
the lives of 13 Youth Con-
gress supporters.

The commission was set
up by former Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee after she
came to power in 2011 and
Mr. Adhikari said that Ms.
Banerjee neither imple-
mented several key recom-
mendations of the panel
nor made its report public
despite receiving it in 2014. 

Ms. Banerjee, a youth
Congress leader then was
also injured in the police ac-
tion. The report was made
public on the eve of Martyrs
Day rally, when the rival fac-
tions of Trinamool Con-

gress will hold separate ral-
lies in Kolkata.

‘Advice not followed’
“The commission recom-
mended ₹25 lakh as com-
pensation for the family of
each person killed and ₹5
lakh for every injured per-
son. But the previous Trina-
mool Congress government
neither implemented these
recommendations nor paid
the compensation,” Mr. Ad-
hikari said. The families of
those killed received only ₹2
lakh and the injured
₹15,000, the Chief Minister
alleged.

Suvendu tables police
�ring report, blames
Mamata for ‘inaction’
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

CM Suvendu Adhikari
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The Karnataka government has taken steps to
implement Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) in Skill
Education instead of a third language in 1,652
government high schools in the State under the
National Skills Quali�cations Framework (NSQF)
from the 2026-27 academic year. The ‘Samagra
Shikshana-Karnataka’ (SSK) has issued a circular
for the appointment of guest teachers to teach AI
and for necessary preparations to be made at the
school level.

Karnataka takes steps to
replace 3rd language with AI A

dditional District
and Sessions
Court-IV, Palakkad,

on Monday sentenced
Chenthamara, the lone
convict in the Pothundy
double murder case, to
death by hanging. The
court held that the case fell
under the “rarest of rare”
category. The sentence is
subject to con�rmation by
the Kerala High Court.

Judge Kenneth George
also imposed a �ne of ₹20
lakh and directed that it be
paid as compensation to
the victims’ children. As
Chenthamara has no
means to pay, the court di-
rected the State to provide
the compensation. The
court had found Chen-
thamara guilty of murder-
ing Sudhakaran, 50, and
his 75-year-old mother,

Lakshmi, at their home at
Boyan Colony, Pothundy
on January 27, 2025. They
were hacked to death.
Chenthamara was convict-
ed under Sections 103(1)
and 126(2) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The judge accepted the
prosecution’s case that the
murders were premeditat-

ed. He also held that Chen-
thamara remained a threat
to society.

Lack of remorse
The court said the circum-
stantial nature of the evi-
dence did not preclude the
death penalty and cited
Chenthamara’s lack of re-
morse, repeated attempts

to justify the killings, and
threats against the victims’
family.

The court also took note
of Chenthamara’s earlier
conviction for the murder
of Sudhakaran’s wife Saji-
ta. In October 2025, the
same court had sentenced
him to double life impri-
sonment in that case.

According to the prose-
cution, Chenthamara
blamed Sudhakaran’s fami-
ly for his wife and daughter
leaving him and later be-
lieved they had used black
magic against him.

While out on bail in the
Sajita murder case, he re-
turned to Pothundy in vio-
lation of bail conditions
and hacked Sudhakaran
and Lakshmi to death. The
murders drew criticism
against the police after re-
latives alleged that com-
plaints about the man’s
threats had been ignored.

Kerala double murder case
convict sentenced to death

Chenthamara being transferred from a court in Palakkad, to Viyyur

Central Jail in Thrissur. K. K. MUSTAFAH

Palakkad court says the case is ‘rarest of rare’ and convict remains a threat to society, citing that he

had killed a relative of the victims before; it directs State to pay ₹20 lakh to the victims’ children

Abdul Latheef Naha
PALAKKAD

Amid the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, Karnataka
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar on Monday
launched an initiative to is-
sue Permanent Residence
Certi�cates (PRCs), one of
the 11 documents accepted

by the Election Commis-
sion (EC) for voter veri�ca-
tion under the exercise, on
the doorstep of people. 

The government also
rolled out a programme to
deliver caste certi�cates
free of cost to bene�ciaries
across the State. 

While Tahsildars are the
competent authority to is-
sue PRCs, the State govern-

ment has also authorised
Deputy Tahsildars to issue
the certi�cates to speed up
the process.

Addressing the media,
Mr. Shivakumar said the in-
itiatives were aimed at re-
ducing the need for citi-
zens to visit multiple
government o�ces. Term-
ing the move a “new con-
cept” by Karnataka, he

said that no other State go-
vernment had provided
such a service. “This initia-
tive is to ensure eligible vo-
ters do not lose their voting
rights during the SIR,” he
said. A mobile application
has been developed to re-
cord bene�ciaries’ details
and acknowledgements af-
ter the certi�cates are deli-
vered, he added.

Karnataka starts door delivery of caste
and residence certi�cates amid SIR
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Telangana Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
on Monday handed over a cheque of ₹90,85,500
to the family members of K. Shankar — a driver at
the corporation who died after an immolation
bid during the RTC employees’ strike in April.
Speaking at a programme in Hyderabad, Mr.
Prabhakar assured that Shankar’s son would be
provided with a job and the family with a house.
He also said the government stands by the
merger which was demanded during the strike. 

Minister gives ₹90.85 lakh to
deceased RTC driver’s family

Telangana government launched the scheme for
construction of Indiramma Houses in
Hyderabad Core Urban Region (CURE), on
Monday. The houses will be built in high-rise
buildings. Applications for the houses will be
received from July 21 to August 10, through
MeeSeva Centres, its portal, or its services on
WhatsApp, as per o�cial communication. While
the government’s subsidy will be ₹5 lakh, the
bene�ciary’s tentative contribution is ₹6 lakh. 

Telangana govt. launches
Indiramma Housing scheme

Hidden history

Coastal relic: A World War II-era pillbox is partially visible on R.K. Beach in Visakhapatnam following seasonal sea erosion on Monday. Built

by the British as coastal defence bunkers, four such pillboxes along the beach are exposed for a few months each year. K.R. DEEPAK

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the Sa-
barimala gold theft case in-
formed the Kerala High
Court on Monday that a �-
nal report on the alleged
misappropriation at the
temple would be submit-
ted at the earliest. 

The investigating agen-
cy noti�ed the court that
the �nal report on the al-
leged pilfering of gold from
the door frame to the sanc-
tum sanctorum of the tem-
ple would be �led within
30 days. The sanction to
prosecute the accused o�-
cials would be obtained
thereafter. 

The �nal report on the
o�ences registered against
the alleged misappropria-
tion of gold from the Dwa-
rapalaka idols in the tem-
ple would also be �led
without delay. The transac-
tions related to the alleged
pilfering of gold in Septem-
ber 2025 would be clubbed
with this crime and investi-
gated together. 

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Raja Vijayaraghavan
and K.V. Jayakumar noted
that the scienti�c report
from the CSIR National Me-
tallurgical Laboratory,
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand,
was received only on July 6
and that it explained the
delay in the investigation. 

H. Venkitesh, the Addi-
tional Director General of
Police (Crimes), �led a re-
port revealing that the
stripping salt seized from
Smart Creations, a Chen-
nai-based company where
the idols were allegedly ta-
ken for gold plating, was al-
so sent to the lab to probe
if it was used to strip the
gold cladding. 

Final report
on Sabarimala
gold ‘theft’ will
be �led soon,
SIT tells HC 

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Thalassery Principal
District Sessions Court on
Monday ordered the re-
lease of M.K. Ram, the �rst
accused in the abetment to
suicide case related to the
death of �rst-year BDS stu-
dent R.L. Nithin Raj of Kan-
nur Dental College, Anjara-
kandy, citing procedural
lapses in his arrest.

Dr. Ram, former head of
the Department of Dental
Anatomy of the college,
had been produced before
the District Sessions Court
after being arrested by the
Crime Branch. The court
declined to remand him in
judicial custody and or-
dered his release.

Defence counsel B.
Latheef told The Hindu
that the court found that

the investigating agency
had failed to communicate
the grounds of arrest to the
accused as required under
the Supreme Court
guidelines.

Earlier, Crime Branch
SP K.V. Venugopal con-
�rmed that Dr. Ram had
been arrested from Perum-
badi in Kodagu, Karnataka,

on Sunday after remaining
absconding for weeks fol-
lowing the rejection of his
anticipatory bail plea by
the Supreme Court.

He was brought to Kan-
nur on Sunday night and
the arrest was formally re-
corded at 9.30 a.m. on
Monday. He was then pro-
duced in court.

Dr. Ram had been evad-
ing arrest since the High
Court dismissed his antici-
patory bail on June 19. The
Supreme Court rejected
his appeal on July 13, fol-
lowing which a Crime
Branch team intensi�ed
the search.

Investigators had earlier
tracked him to Chittoor in
Andhra Pradesh, but he al-
legedly escaped. He was
eventually traced and ar-
rested while travelling with
a relative in Kodagu.

Court orders release of
accused in Nithin Raj case
The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

Dr. M.K.Ram being arrested by

the Crime Branch in Kannur on

Monday. S.K.MOHAN 

The next meeting of India-
U.S. Civil Space Joint Work-
ing Group (CSJWG) will be
held in Bengaluru in
August.

Eric Atkins, Public Di-
plomacy O�cer, U.S. Con-
sulate General, said on
Monday that the CSJWG ex-
perts from the U.S. and In-
dia would hold bilateral
talks at the meetings.

“The very next collabo-
ration on the calendar is
the next meeting of the
CSJWG, which is being held
here in Bengaluru. A bilat-
eral meeting of experts
from the U.S. and India will
be held in the �rst week of
August,” he said.

The CSJWG was esta-
blished in 2005 and over
the years, o�cials from the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) and ex-
perts from other Indian go-
vernment agencies have
held discussions with the
NASA and the U.S. govern-
ment agencies.

The two countries have
had a strong bilateral coop-
eration in space and col-
laborated on various space
programmes, including
the NASA-ISRO Synthetic

Aperture Radar (NISAR)
mission which was
launched in 2025.

Meanwhile, Swati Mo-
han, space scientist and
project manager for Astro-
Nav at NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory who is on a vi-
sit to Bengaluru, during an
interaction with media,
highlighted the achieve-
ments of the Mars 2020
Perseverance Rover. 

“The Perseverace Rover
has had a phenomenal
run, its prime mission was
designed for about three
Earth years which it has ex-
ceeded... Its primary ob-
jective is to collect samples
that could hold the science
of past life on Mars, and it
has done that successful-
ly,” Dr. Mohan said.

Experts from the 
two countries will
hold bilateral talks,
says U.S. Public
Diplomacy O�cer

Bengaluru to host India-U.S.
space group meet in August
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Observing that an adult un-
married daughter is entit-
led to invoke Section 20(d)
of the Protection of Wo-
men from Domestic Vio-
lence Act, 2005, to seek
monetary relief from her
father for pursuing post-
graduation amid her pa-
rents’ strained relation-
ship, the Karnataka High
Court upheld a trial court
order directing a man to
pay ₹16 lakh towards the
annual fee for his daught-
er’s PG medical course.

“The obligations of pa-
rents to provide basic
amenities, healthcare and
education cannot be said
to be extinguished upon a

child attaining majority. It
is the custom and practice
everywhere in the world
that parents are morally
obligated to provide basic
amenities, including

healthcare and education,”
the High Court observed.

Two orders
Justice H.P. Sandesh
passed the order while dis-
missing a revision petition
�led by a 53-year-old man
from Mangaluru. He had
challenged the orders is-
sued by two trial courts —
one directing him to pay
₹16 lakh towards his
daughter’s fee and another
upholding the �rst order.

The High Court noted
that the girl’s father and
mother were living togeth-
er when she was pursuing
her MBBS course and that
it was the father who had
paid her fees then. The
court said all three now
live in the same building,

with the mother and
daughter on one �oor and
the father on another ow-
ing to the strained relation-
ship between the couple.

The High Court also ob-
served that the father had
the �nancial capacity to
meet his daughter’s educa-
tional expenses. 

Citing the Supreme
Court’s recent judgment,
Justice Sandesh said that it
had held that a daughter
has an “indefeasible, legal-
ly enforceable and legiti-
mate right to secure educa-
tional expenses from her
parents”, and parents in
con�ict could be com-
pelled to provide neces-
sary funds for higher edu-
cation of the daughter
within their �nancial limit.

Adult unmarried daughter can seek
money for education from father: HC
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The father was directed to pay

₹16 lakh towards his daughter’s

PG medical course fees. 

Amid a growing de�cit in
the realisation of Cauvery
water by Tamil Nadu, the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) is
scheduled to hold its meet-
ing in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

A week ago, the Cauvery
Water Regulation Commit-
tee (CWRC) heard the argu-
ments of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, and decided to
wait until its next meeting
on July 28 to review the
situation.

As of now, the realisa-
tion at Biligundlu, on the
inter-State point, was
about 3.44 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmc ft),
about 21 tmc ft short for
the elapsed period ( June 1
to July 19). 

An expert in Chennai
says that since June 1 (the
beginning of the current
water year), four reservoirs
of the Cauvery basin have
received around 30 tmc ft,
“whereas we have not re-
ceived even four tmc ft”.
According to a report of
the Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Monitoring
Centre, the cumulative
�ow into the four reser-
voirs, as on Monday, was
31.61 tmc ft, while the out-
�ow was 5.26 tmc ft. The
combined storage of the
four reservoirs was 59 tmc
ft against the total capacity
of 114.57 tmc ft. 

In the morning, the wa-
ter level at the Mettur dam,
the lifeline of the Cauvery
delta, stood at 75.14 ft (the
full level is 120 ft), with the
storage being around 37.3

tmc ft (capacity: 93.47 tmc
ft). 

CM holds meeting
Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay on Monday held a
meeting to discuss the Me-
kedatu issue and the mea-
sures to be taken in the
light of Karnataka not re-
leasing Cauvery water. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister for Rural
Development and Water
Resources N. Anand, Mi-
nister for Public Works and
Sports Aadhav Arjuna, Mi-
nister for Electricity and
Law R. Nirmalkumar, Chief
Secretary M. Saikumar, Ad-
vocate-General Vijay Na-
rayan, Principal Secretary
of the Water Resources De-
partment Satyabrata Sa-
hoo, Law Secretary P. Su-
mathi, and Chairman of
the Cauvery Technical Cell
R. Subramanian, among
others.

Speaking to reporters la-
ter, Mr. Nirmalkumar said,
“Consultations were held
with experts and lawyers,
who have been �ghting
this legal battle for over 15
years. Based on these dis-
cussions, the next steps
and decisions will be taken
within the next few weeks.
The Chief Minister will or-
der all actions to be imple-
mented. We will announce
what measures we are go-
ing to take within a week or
10 days.”

Cauvery Authority to
meet tomorrow amid 
dip in the �ow to T.N.

As of now, realisation
at Biligundlu was
about 21 tmc ft short
for the period (June
1 to July 19) 

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI
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T
he Delhi High
Court on Monday
posted for hearing

on Tuesday an appeal �led
by Gitanjali J. Angmo, wife
of climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk, seeking his
transfer from the govern-
ment-run Safdarjung Hos-
pital in New Delhi to a hos-
pital of his choice.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice D.K.
Upadhyaya and Justice Te-
jas Karia said its immediate
concern was to “save his
life �rst” and sought clarity
on Mr. Wangchuk’s current
medical condition. The ac-
tivist has been on a hunger
strike for 23 days.

The Bench directed that
all pathological reports
based on blood samples
analysed by Safdarjung
Hospital, AIIMS, and a priv-
ate laboratory be placed on
record. 

The High Court also
asked the lead doctor treat-
ing Mr. Wangchuk at Saf-
darjung hospital as well as
the private physician con-
sulted by the family to re-
main present at the next
hearing.

Appearing for Ms. Ang-
mo, senior advocate Akhil
Sibal submitted that Mr.
Wangchuk was “willing to
be discharged against med-
ical advice so that no
blame falls on the treating
doctors”.

“If he wishes, he will
check into another hospi-
tal, if that situation is re-
quired. Today, he does not
want to be restrained from
leaving the premises. He is
feeling �ne, he is cogent,
he is clear-headed. He is
able to write representa-
tions in his own hand. That
scenario of a life-threaten-
ing situation has not yet
emerged. He is not in the

ICU. If such a situation aris-
es, he will take the neces-
sary measures,” Mr. Sibal
argued.

Right to protest
He contended that Mr.
Wangchuk’s autonomy
could not be curtailed
without the sanction of law
and emphasised that he
had a constitutional right
to continue his protest. Cit-
ing judicial precedents, 

Mr. Sibal argued that
“hunger strikes are a re-
cognised form of constitu-
tionally protected protest”
and one’s “bodily autono-
my should not be taken
away like this without

sanction of law”. Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the authorities,
countered that while the
right to protest is a funda-
mental right, it is not abso-
lute when public interest
and preservation of life are
involved. “The life of eve-
ryone, including the peti-
tioner’s husband, is pre-
cious and needs to be
protected,” Mr. Mehta
submitted.

Responding to allega-
tions regarding discrepan-
cies in medical reports, the
Solicitor-General said
blood samples had been
examined by Safdarjung
hospital, AIIMS and a priv-
ate laboratory, and that
“substantially, all the three
reports came to be the
same”. 

Mr. Mehta argued that
the State’s interest be-
comes relevant when dete-
rioration in a protester’s
health could have wider
consequences. 

The appeal challenges a
single-judge order passed
on Sunday declining to di-
rect Mr. Wangchuk’s transf-
er from Safdarjung hospi-
tal to Medanta hospital in
Gurugram, where his fami-
ly wishes him to be treated.

Delhi HC seeks medical
reports of Wangchuk 

Activist Sonam Wangchuk was taken to Safdarjung hospital in New

Delhi by police from the Jantar Mantar protest site on July 18. ANI

Counsel says Wangchuk has a constitutional right to continue his protest; Solicitor-General 

says any deterioration in the activist’s health or any unforeseen event can have repercussions

Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI The Leader of the Opposi-

tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Monday ac-
cused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of being
“the most anti-youth Prime
Minister India has ever
had” while backing the stu-
dents’ demands related to
recurring examination
paper leaks as
“legitimate”.

The Congress, while
condemning the police ac-
tion against protesters at-
tempting to march to Par-
liament on the opening
day of the Monsoon Ses-
sion, also sought to under-
line that it had been raising
the issue of paper leaks
long before the present ag-
itation led by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP).

In a video message, Mr.
Gandhi stressed that the
Congress had been raising
the issue “not for weeks or
months, but for years”.

“The country has a ma-
jority of young people.
Prime Minister Modi is the
most anti-youth PM India
has ever had. The boys and
girls who are walking the
streets of Delhi are not cri-
minals. They are demand-
ing their rights,” Mr. Gand-

hi said. The Opposition
leader said it was the right
of a student to have “an
education system that res-
pects them, that is fair and
that is working”.

“There’s absolutely
nothing wrong in what
they are doing. And it is
disgusting what the go-
vernment is doing and
what the police is doing,”
he said.

“Tear-gassing students,
lathi-charging students is
not democratic. It is not In-
dia’s way… They have legi-
timate demands. The
Prime Minister should ac-
cept these demands and
do something about it,” Mr.
Gandhi said. In a post on X,
Mr. Gandhi, addressing the
police and government
employees, said the right
to protest was an inviolable
fundamental right. “Power

does not last forever. Ac-
countability will certainly
be enforced,” he said.

Those responsible for
leaking examination pap-
ers continued to go free
while students raising “va-
lid issues” were being bea-
ten and detained, he said.

“This government is not
just failing the youth — it is
pouncing on them,” he
said. The Congress leader
claimed that “everybody is
sick and tired of how the
RSS (Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh) has captured
our education system”.

The Opposition leader
claimed there had been 152
paper leaks a�ecting 7.5
crore students, and ques-
tioned why Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan remained in
o�ce.

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Va-
dra reiterated that the par-
ty had consistently
demanded a discussion on
paper leaks and the educa-
tion system. The Con-
gress’s calibrated response
is an attempt to reclaim the
space the CJP appears to
have carved out among
youth in recent days, with
activist Sonam Wangchuk
emerging as the face of the
protest.

Modi should listen to the
legitimate demands of
protesting students: Rahul 
Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi 

Four years after the Prime
Minister inaugurated the
Central Vista Avenue and
renamed Rajpath as Karta-
vya Path, police jeeps and
motorcycle-borne police
personnel drove on the
verdant lawns, chasing
down protesters who had
gathered on Monday
morning to take part in the
march to Parliament.

The call was given by
the newly minted Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP),
born on social media and
focused solely on demand-
ing the resignation of Un-
ion Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. But
the accrued discontent of
the protesters went
beyond the anger over the
spate of paper leak inci-
dents. Their collective des-
pair centred on what they
saw as the government’s
indi�erence and refusal to
even acknowledge their
concerns.

One of the many com-
mon threads connecting
those who faced police
lathis was that many of
them had voted for the
Bharatiya Janata Party in
the past or came from fa-

milies that had traditional-
ly supported the BJP. 

‘Modi’s arrogance’
“How can the government
continue to ignore the
spate of paper leaks?”
asked Sadhna Singh (name
changed). Ms. Singh want-
ed her real name to be
withheld fearing retribu-
tive action from the go-
vernment. The govern-
ment, she said, sends
regular updates on various
social media groups but
did not say a word about
the paper leaks or recog-
nise the protest.

“Yesterday, P.V. Sindhu

won a gold medal in Japan
in badminton, and the go-
vernment is claiming cre-
dit for it. But you can’t bear
to even acknowledge this,”
Ms. Singh said.

Next to her, 50-year-old
Kavita Verma had joined
the protest. She has voted
for the BJP since 2014.

“I felt pride for the bril-
liant roads they gave us.
They did good work in the
initial years, but it has been
a sharp downslide. People
can clearly see Narendra
Modi’s arrogance. You can-
not run a country on the
power of lathi,” she said.

She is angry that the

peaceful protest was dis-
rupted by the police using
lathis and tear gas shells.
“Why are the students be-
ing treated as terrorists?”
she added.

This group was resting
at Ra� Marg, next to the ar-
ti�cial waterbody, at 1 p.m.
after they were dispersed
by the police from the bar-
ricade close to the Press
Club of India. Since entry
to Metro stations had been
closed, they were wonder-
ing how to return home.

The calm broke with a
fresh surge of protesters
being chased down Ra�
Marg by the police. Delhi
Police vans and buses
rolled down the road, pick-
ing up protesters at ran-
dom and stu�ng them into
the vehicles. The protes-
ters ran to the India Gate
lawns. Just as they settled
down there to continue
their agitation, police mo-
torcycles and vans arrived,
driving on the lawns to
chase them away.

Change after noon
Rachna Chawla, 26, an IT
professional, spoke to The

Hindu even as a police mo-
torcycle tailed the group.
Ms. Chawla said while an-
ger over the paper leaks

may have been the starting
point, the protests had
grown beyond that.

Ms. Chawla said she was
surprised that for the �rst
few hours the movement
was unhindered, but so-
mething changed after
noon. The conversation
was punctuated by police
sirens and persistent honk-
ing from police vans, warn-
ing protesters to stay away.

It started raining, and
the protesters crowded at
the bus stand on Janpath.

Nishant, 26, who hails
from Nawada, Bihar, was li-
vid. His life is not marked
by stories of paper leaks.
His anger is for inchoate
reasons — from his low sal-
ary, to long hours of work-
ing, to the one-room tene-
ment that he shares with
his family near R.K. Pu-
ram, to schools shut down
in his village, to rising in�a-
tion, to the ethanol-mixed
petrol that is a�ecting his
old motorcycle; the rea-
sons keep going on.

“I voted for BJP, twice,”
he underlined. “The go-
vernment is blind, mute
and deaf. It can’t see the
protests, it can’t hear our
complaints and it can’t
speak a word about all
this,” he said.

Protesters’ anger extends beyond paper leaks
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Police lathi-charge CJP supporters during their march to the

Parliament in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The Delhi Police and other
security personnel were
outnumbered and taken
aback by thousands of
protesters who arrived in
and around Jantar Mantar
on Monday, a senior go-
vernment o�cial said. 

Despite multiple layers
of barricades, deployment
of around 3,000 security
personnel and an Internet
shutdown, large crowds
comprising mostly stu-
dents and young people
were able to reach the
doorsteps of Parliament,
before they were tear-
gassed and beaten with
batons.

The “leaderless” protes-
ters faced little resistance
from the police as they
marched from Jantar Man-

tar towards Raisina Marg,
The Hindu witnessed. 

All radial roads leading
to Parliament were teem-
ing with protesters who
brought down the barri-
cades as they marched on,
with the police using buses
to block their movement,
just 100 metres from the
Parliament complex,
where the �rst day of the
Monsoon Session com-
menced on Monday.

The crowd had gathered
based on a call given by the
online youth group, Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP), to
march to Parliament de-
manding the resignation of
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan over the
recent NEET(UG) examina-
tion paper leak. 

The forcible removal of
activist Sonam Wangchuk
from the dais at Jantar
Mantar likely gave a �llip to

missioner of Police, New
Delhi, Sachin Sharma,
reached out to the CJP
members for the �rst time.
“The DCP approached us
�rst on Sunday evening, of-
fering a meeting with the
district magistrate. After
we declined, this morning
they o�ered talks with Mi-
nister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) and subse-

restoring normalcy.” With-
in Parliament too, senior
Ministers of the NDA go-
vernment went into a hud-
dle with one meeting bet-
ween Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Mr.
Pradhan lasting nearly
three-and-a-half hours. 

No brie�ng was done
post the meeting but it is
assumed that issues with
regard to the leak of NEET
question papers and the
resulting protests were
discussed.

A government o�cial
told The Hindu that clear
directions were given to
the police to not use force
against the protesters. Ho-
wever, when they broke
barricades and marched
towards Parliament, police
personnel �rst �red tear
gas shells as warning shots
and then baton-charged
them.

quently a Union Secretary.
When we refused, the DCP
asked us what we want to
do. We said a delegation
will meet a Union Cabinet
Minister. Then they asked
us to give a list of names of
possible Ministers and that
is how Health Minister J.P.
Nadda met us,” said Saurav
Das of the CJP.

Seeing the intensity of
the protests, the Union go-
vernment deputed Mr.
Nadda to engage with
members of the CJP. 

Posting on X after the
meeting, the Minister said:
“The meeting took place in
a cordial atmosphere. An
initial verbal discussion
was held in detail with
their delegation and they
submitted a written peti-
tion around 4 p.m. I have
requested all those protest-
ing to end their sit-in and
assist the administration in

the protest as hundreds of
people started pouring in
in solidarity.

Swelling protest
On Sunday evening, after
intelligence sources con-
veyed to the government
that the numbers were
growing at the protest site,
the Union government
through the Deputy Com-

Police outnumbered by a sea of marching protesters
Vijaita Singh
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Police personnel deployed during the CJP’s march to Parliament in

New Delhi on Monday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

In the �rst widespread
communications blackout
in Delhi since the farmers’
agitation in 2021, mobile
Internet was switched o�
throughout Central Delhi,
even as demonstrators
poured into Jantar Mantar
and security forces were
dispersing them with
force. The shutdown im-
peded the �ow of visuals
from the area. Protesters
and journalists alike resort-
ed to Wi-Fi hotspots at
nearby establishments.

Mobile Internet was also
shut down for a two-hour
period last Saturday morn-
ing when activist Sonam
Wangchuk was forcibly
hospitalised by plain-cloth-
espolice o�cers.

An industry source told
The Hindu that 150 sites
across Central Delhi were
ordered to have Internet
access cut o�; the order
was �rst issued till noon
and subsequently extend-
ed till 6 p.m. 

“Such a measure is not
only disproportionate but

also strikes at the heart of
the fundamental right to
freedom of speech and ex-
pression, including the
right to peacefully protest
and to access information
online, all recognized un-
der Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution of India,”
SFLC said in a statement.

IFF criticised the lack of
publication of a shutdown
order, required by the Te-
lecommunications (Tem-
porary Suspension of Ser-
vices) Rules, 2024. A copy
of the orders, issued by the
Ministry of Home A�airs,
obtained later in the day by
The Hindu, cited “public

safety and averting public
emergency” as reasons.

“Residents of the capital
do not know which author-
ity directed the shutdown,
on what grounds, over
which precise areas, for
which services, or for what
duration,” IFF added. “An
unpublished order is an
unaccountable order. It
cannot be challenged be-
fore a court, and the judi-
cial review guaranteed by
the Supreme Court be-
comes illusory.”

The shutdown lasted
until 6 p.m., signi�cantly
deferring videos of the
crackdown on protesters. 

Internet cut o� for mobile
phone users in Central Delhi
Aroon Deep 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Scattered footwear at the protest site in New Delhi after the police

crackdown on Monday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

Three All India Students’
Association (AISA) activists
ended their inde�nite hun-
ger strike on Monday, the
23rd day of the fast, at Jan-
tar Mantar here following
appeals by parliamentar-
ians, civil society mem-
bers, and academics. They
said they would opt for
“other forms of struggle”.

Neha Bora, Ameen Ami-
toj, and Manish Kumar sat
on hunger strike on June
28, when climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk began
his, on the protest called
by the Cockroach Janta
Party seeking the resigna-
tion of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. 

“The amount of joy that
we got today seeing crowds
of lakhs of students and
youth was more than the
joy of breaking the hunger
strike today,” said Ms. Ne-
ha, AISA national presi-
dent and a Ph.D. scholar. 

“I want to appeal to eve-
ryone to stand with the
movement,” she added. 

N. Sai Balaji, former
JNUSU president from AI-
SA said that they will take
up a month-long campaign
parallel to the Parliament
Session echoing their de-
mands brought up at Jan-
tar Mantar.

AISA activists
end fast on
23rd day after
MPs’ appeal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police have de-
nied carrying out intrusive
surveillance of the ongoing
Cockroach Janta Party’s
protests at Jantar Mantar. It
told the Delhi High Court
on Monday that videogra-
phy at the site was under-
taken solely to maintain
law and order.

Appearing for the Delhi
Police, Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, said prot-
ests were a regular feature
at Jantar Mantar and re-
cording activities at the site
was a standard practice. 

“At Jantar Mantar, some
protest or another is al-
ways going on. These are

always recorded. This is
only for the purpose of law
and order. There is no
snooping,” Mr. Mehta
submitted.

The submissions came
during the hearing of a pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL)
�led by former Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students’
Union president Aishe
Ghosh, challenging what
she described as the Delhi
Police’s “indiscriminate
and continuous surveil-
lance” of the CJP’s agita-
tion at the Jantar Mantar. 

Ms. Ghosh’s plea said
the surveillance apparatus
has been used as “an in-
strument of intimidation
and deterrence against stu-
dent protesters”.

Police deny snooping
on CJP stir, say videos
are for ‘law and order’
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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T
he proceedings in
the Lok Sabha were
disrupted on the

�rst day of the Monsoon
Session of Parliament on
Monday as Opposition par-
ties raised various issues,
primarily the alleged Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET) paper
leak and Ram Temple do-
nation theft.

The disruption over the
NEET issue came amid at-
tempts by protesters, led
by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), to break barri-
cades to march to Parlia-
ment, demanding the re-
signation of Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan over the
alleged paper leak and
CBSE exam irregularities.

The House was ad-
journed six times since it
met in the morning, and
was later adjourned for the
day at 3 p.m. The only busi-
ness transacted was the in-
troduction of a Bill by Un-
ion Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal to replace
an Ordinance which in-

creased the number of Su-
preme Court judges from
34 to 38.

The changed political
alignments following the
recent Assembly election
were also visible during the
proceedings.

As soon as the Lok Sab-
ha assembled, Opposition
MPs raised slogans, with
the Congress, the Samaj-
wadi Party and the Trina-
mool Congress members
protesting over alleged
NEET paper leaks and the

donation embezzlement at
the Ram Temple in Ayod-
hya. However, the Trina-
mool MPs who trooped in-
to the Well of the House
did not include the 20 re-
bel MPs who now claim to
be a part of the National Ci-
tizens Party of India
(NCPI).

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), which
has parted ways with the
Congress after the latter
switched sides and allied
with the newly elected

TVK government in Tamil
Nadu, too entered the
Well. But the party mem-
bers raised slogans over
the Karnataka govern-
ment’s proposal to build a
dam at Mekedatu across
the Cauvery river rather
than the issues �agged by
the Congress.

The split between the
Congress and the DMK ap-
peared clear inside the Lok
Sabha, although DMK MP
T. R. Baalu continued to oc-
cupy his earlier seat next to

Congress MP K.C. Venugo-
pal, with Speaker Om Birla
yet to approve the party’s
request for separate seat-
ing. The DMK skipped the
customary strategy meet-
ing of Opposition parties
convened by Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge
at his Parliament o�ce on
Monday morning.

Sources told The Hindu
that DMK chief M.K. Stalin
made it clear that the par-
ty’s Lok Sabha members
should not associate them-
selves with issues raised by
the Congress on the �oor
of the House.

Repeated adjournments
Mr. Birla, who began the
proceedings with obituary
references to six former
MPs, �rst adjourned the
House till noon as Opposi-
tion MPs raised slogans
during the Question Hour. 

Earlier, at 2 p.m., BJP
MP Jagdambika Pal, who
was o�ciating as the
Speaker, said there was
adequate quorum to con-
duct business, but some
Opposition MPs alleged
they were being prevented
from entering the House.

Monsoon Session o� to a stormy
start amid Opposition protests 

Turbulent start: Lok Sabha proceedings under way on the first day of the Monsoon Session of

Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. SANSAD TV

Opposition MPs raise NEET paper leak, Ram Temple donation theft issues; Lok Sabha adjourned after repeated disruptions;

MPs of Congress, SP and Trinamool troop into the Well of the House; DMK raises Mekedatu issue, skips Cong.-led meeting

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI Prime Minister Narendra

Modi urged MPs to engage
in informed and respectful
debate, with a shared com-
mitment to the country’s
progress, in the Monsoon
Session of Parliament that
began on Monday.

In a veiled attack on the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, he spoke about
the innovators at the start-
up Skyroot Aerospace, say-
ing the company’s team —
with an average age of 28 —
had taken India’s �ag to
space. “I am not talking
about some 56-year-old
‘youngster’. I am talking
about a start-up, the young
people with an average age
of 28 who have planted In-
dia’s �ag in space... these
are the kinds of achieve-
ments that �ll India with
immense pride,” he said.

“India’s youth have tru-
ly soared to new heights in
the space sector, it is a tre-
mendous success,” he said.

Built by Skyroot, the
Vikram-1 rocket lifted o�
from the ISRO’sSriharikota
launch pad on July 18 and
placed its payloads in an

orbit about 450 km above
earth, making India the
third country after the U.S.
and China whose private
industry has demonstrated
such a capability. India’s
expanding presence in
space re�ected the talent,
aspirations, and limitless
potential of the country’s
youth, he said.

Mr. Modi said India had
achieved several key miles-
tones over the past month,
enhancing its standing and
credibility on the global
stage. He said an oil re�n-
ery in Rajasthan was dedi-
cated to the country, In-
dia’s third semiconductor
plant commissioned, and a
green hydrogen-powered
train launched.

He said India remained

the world’s fastest-growing
major economy, recording
a 7.7% GDP growth rate,
despite disruptions to sup-
plies of petrol, diesel, LPG
and other commodities
caused by the con�icts in
West Asia.

Stressing that facts and
reason should guide dis-
cussions, Mr. Modi said ev-
ery point of view deserves
respect. 

He said that as India
gathers pace in its develop-
ment journey, Parliament
had a vital role in providing
a fresh impetus through
constructive debates. He
called for cooperation
across party lines and con-
tributions by experienced
MPs to address the aspira-
tions of the country.

Modi stresses vital role of
Parliament, urges MPs to
engage in informed debate
Devesh Pandey
NEW DELHI

Parliament begins: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the

media in New Delhi on Monday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

The Rajya Sabha was ad-
journed six times on Mon-
day, with the Opposition
demanding action against
those guilty in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) question pap-
er leak case.

The day’s proceedings
began with Rajya Sabha
Chairman C.P. Radhakrish-
nan administering oath to
nine newly elected mem-
bers, including three who
recently switched from the
Trinamool Congress to the
BJP — Prakash Chik Baraik,
Sushmita Dev, and Sukhen-
du Sekhar Ray. The Oppo-
sition shouted slogans

when they took oath. Con-
gress members heckled
BJP leader Mahesh Kewat,
the newly elected member
from Madhya Pradesh,
where the candidature of
Congress’s Meenakshi Na-
trajan was disquali�ed. 

BJP member Satish Poo-
nia from Rajasthan, Con-
gress member Pawan Khe-
ra from Karnataka,
Mukeshbhai J. Rathwa
(BJP-Gujarat), James Sang-
ma (National People’s Par-

ty-Meghalaya), and
Khiangte Laltluangkima
(Zoram People’s Move-
ment -Mizoram) were the
others who took oath.

After the oath-taking
and customary laying of
papers, Leader of the Op-
position in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge �agged
the recent paper leak,
drawing the government’s
attention to the police ac-
tion at Jantar Mantar.

‘Suppressing issue’
“Thousands of students
have reached Jantar Man-
tar (where the protest is
on), and they were lathi-
charged,” he said. “The go-
vernment is trying to beat
them down and suppress

the issue,” Mr. Kharge said,
as Opposition members
shouted “shame, shame”.

Amid the uproar, the
Chairman adjourned the
House till noon.

The proceedings were
adjourned for the second
time till 12.30 p.m. It was
adjourned further till 12.50
p.m. and then again till 2
p.m. As the Opposition
members continued to
raise slogans when the
House reassembled, Depu-
ty Chairman Harivansh
urged them to maintain de-
corum. 

When the members re-
fused to relent, he ad-
journed the House for half-
an-hour till 2.30 p.m. and
then for the day.

RS adjourned six times as Opposition
parties seek action in paper leak case
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Nine newly elected
members took oath
on the �rst day of
the Monsoon Session
amid sloganeering 

The Calcutta High Court on
Monday refused the plea of
the Trinamool Congress
seeking permission to op-
erate three bank accounts
containing around ₹440
crore that were frozen by
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) in a money laun-
dering case. 

The case involved the al-
leged transfers of party
funds for the purchase of
an aircraft and a
helicopter.

The Bidhannagar police
had earlier frozen the same
three accounts on June 19,
in response to an FIR
lodged by MLA Sandipan
Saha, who now belongs to
the Ritabrata Banerjee-led

faction of the Trinamool
Congress. In the FIR, he al-
leged illegal fund diversion
from those accounts.

However, on July 9, a
Bench led by Justice Sauga-
ta Bhattacharyya had di-
rected the police to let the
Mamata Banerjee-led fac-
tion use money from the
accounts for daily adminis-
trative purposes under the
supervision of a special
judicial o�cer.

Monday’s order came in
response to another plea
�led by the Mamata Baner-
jee-led faction on July 10,
challenging the ED’s deci-
sion to freeze the same ac-
counts following a fresh
FIR registered by the agen-
cy on July 8. The matter
has been listed for further
hearing on August 26. 

HC rejects Trinamool
plea to operate three
frozen bank accounts
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATA

The Union government on
Monday introduced a Bill
in the Lok Sabha to replace
an ordinance that raised
the sanctioned strength of
judges in the Supreme
Court from 34 to 38, amid
concerns over mounting
backlog of cases.

It seeks to replace the
Supreme Court (Number
of Judges) Amendment Or-
dinance, 2026, promulgat-
ed in May, to increase the
sanctioned strength of the
court from 33 to 37, exclud-
ing the Chief Justice of
India.

Union Law Minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal intro-
duced the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill amid
protests by Opposition
members, who raised slo-
gans over alleged NEET ex-
amination paper leak and
claims of ‘theft’ of dona-
tions made to the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.

The statement of objects
and reasons attached to
the Bill states that the court

had 92,101 pending cases
as of January 1, underscor-
ing the need to expand its
strength of judges. It adds
that the court has been
functioning with nearly its
full sanctioned strength of
34 judges since 2019. 

Rising pendency 
However, the number of
fresh cases �led has conti-
nued to be higher than that
of disposals. In 2025, the
court registered 75,410
new cases while disposing
of 65,615 matters, adding
to the pendency.

The Bill states that the
persistent gap between the
institution and the disposal
of cases has made docket
management increasingly
di�cult, particularly in re-
lation to older pending
matters and cases requir-
ing adjudication by larger
Benches.

It said augmenting the
court’s strength was
among the most e�ective
measures to reduce the
backlog of cases. It added
that the increase in
strength would enable the
Chief Justice of India to

constitute Constitution
Benches more regularly to
hear cases involving sub-
stantial questions of law.

Cost estimates 
A Financial Memorandum
accompanying the Bill esti-
mates that creating four
additional posts of judges,
along with the required
supporting sta�, will entail
an annual recurring expen-
diture of approximately
₹10.56 crore. Also, a sum of
₹3.47 crore is expected to
be incurred as one-time ex-
penditure on o�cial vehi-
cles, furnishing o�cial re-
sidences, and other related
expenses, taking the total
initial cost to about ₹14.04
crore.

In May, the Union Cabi-
net approved the proposal
to increase the top court’s
sanctioned strength, fol-
lowing which the President
promulgated an
ordinance.

After the ordinance
came into e�ect, four judg-
es were appointed to the
Supreme Court against the
enhanced sanctioned
strength.

Govt. introduces Bill in Lok Sabha to
raise strength of judges in SC to 38
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal introduced the Bill amid

protests by Opposition members in the Lok Sabha. SANSAD TV

A special court in Mumbai
on Monday sentenced 44
Somali nationals to life im-
prisonment in two di�e-
rent cases on charges of pi-
racy and other o�ences.

The court also appre-
ciated the bravery of In-
dian Navy in discharging
legal and international du-
ty in letter and spirit by tak-
ing all cost and risk.

While imposing the
maximum punishment of
life imprisonment, Special
Judge S.B. Dige noted that
the o�ences committed by
the accused were serious
in nature. All the 44 ac-
cused had pleaded guilty
before the court and had
urged for leniency. The

court said it was aware of
the poor condition of the
accused and the fact that
they have voluntarily
pleaded guilty.

“But on the other hand,
the act of piracy on high
sea by hijacking a vessel
and keeping crew mem-
bers hostage for ransom by
attempting to kill them and
to keep them as human
shield and not obeying the
lawful directions of Indian
Navy are very serious
things which cannot be ta-
ken casually,” the court
said.

In the �rst case, nine
persons were arrested in
March 2024 in an anti-pira-
cy mission. In the second
case, INS Kolkata had, in
December 2023, appre-
hended 35 accused.

44 Somali pirates get
life term in jail; court
praises Indian Navy
Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Escalating the political
showdown over Jammu
and Kashmir’s political sta-
tus, National Conference
(NC) president Farooq Ab-
dullah, Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, Ministers, MLAs
and party workers staged a
protest in the national cap-
ital on Monday, demand-
ing the immediate restora-
tion of Statehood to the
Union Territory.

The demonstration,
held on the opening day of
Parliament’s Monsoon Ses-
sion, was, however, over-
shadowed by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
protest march to
Parliament.

Mr. Omar, who arrived
from Jammu in the morn-
ing, was unable to reach
the protest venue at Jantar
Mantar due to the heavy
deployment of police per-
sonnel for the CJP protest.

Placards, slogans
The group of around 100
NC protesters gathered
with placards reading “Ap-
na wada pura karo (ful�l

your promise)” and “Res-
tore full Statehood”, rais-
ing slogans targeting the
Union government over
the delay in restoring
Statehood.

Mr. Omar later tried to
reach the Constitution
Club, where a seminar on
Statehood was scheduled,
but was stopped by police.
He sat on the pavement on
Ashoka Road, where some
youngsters participating in
the CJP protest also joined
him. The protesters also
raised slogans such as “Mo-
di ka wada, kyun raha aad-
ha? (Why has Modi’s pro-
mise remained

unful�lled?)”.
Police allegedly used

tear gas to disperse the
crowd near the Constitu-
tion Club while Mr. Omar
and his supporters were
holding the sit-in.

Addressing reporters la-
ter, Mr. Omar criticised the
Centre and the Delhi Police
over the action. “...here,
along with the rest of the
people, we were also tar-
geted by tear gas. It is such
a shame,” he said. “We
came to Delhi to press the
Centre for early restoration
of Statehood, but we are
not allowed to protest
peacefully,” he added.

NC stages protest in Delhi
for J&K Statehood; promise
unful�lled, says CM Omar
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

CM Omar Abdullah during a rally to demand the restoration of J&K’s

Statehood in New Delhi on Monday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The Supreme Court ex-
pressed displeasure with
the Union government on
Monday over the repeated
delay in conferring the Pre-
sident’s Gallantry Award
on a former Madhya Pra-
desh police o�cer Vivek
Singh Chouhan, who
gunned down two dreaded
dacoits in an encounter ov-
er two decades ago.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath, Sandeep Mehta
and R. Mahadevan, hear-
ing an application �led by
Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan, granted the
Centre time till July 29 to
comply with the Madhya
Pradesh High Court’s di-
rection to confer the award
on Mr. Chouhan. 

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre, informed the
Bench that the government
had �led a review petition
against the Supreme
Court’s March 25 order af-
�rming the High Court’s
direction.

The Bench granted four
weeks as the “last and �nal
opportunity” to comply
with its order.

Confer award
on ex-police
o�cer within
4 weeks: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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O
n May 21, India recorded its
highest peak demand of 270.8
gigawatt (GW) during the day,
an increase of approximately

90 GW from the same window in 2019.
While power generators often meet
India’s summer peak, the demand again
increases at night, especially due to the
use of air conditioners. This underscores
the need for longer-term energy storage
to ensure the grid remains reliable during
prolonged periods of low solar and wind
generation.

India’s current energy storage roadmap
only o�ers a partial solution. The 2026
Long-Term National Resource Adequacy
Plan envisages 80 GW of battery energy
storage and 94 GW of pumped
hydroelectric energy storage (PHES) by
FY2035-36. This translates to average
discharge durations of roughly 4 and 6
hours, respectively.

This could be enough to address
short-term �uctuations but may not
su�ce during adverse weather
conditions, such as heatwaves.

In this context, long-duration energy
storage (LDES) technologies, which are
capable of delivering power for days
rather than hours, could turn out to be
the missing pillar of India’s green energy
transition.

Diverse landscape
LDES refers to technologies that store
energy and discharge it as power or
thermal energy over extended periods,
from 8 hours to days, weeks, or seasons.
By storing energy when renewable
generation is abundant and supplying it
during periods of peak demand or low
generation, LDES can provide the
reliability and �exibility to support a
renewable-heavy grid.

Further, unlike short-duration energy
storage systems, which discharge energy
for less than 8 hours and smooth
intra-day demand �uctuations, LDES
provides the endurance needed to
balance supply and demand for
prolonged periods, ease grid congestion,
and provide grid resilience and stability.

Several LDES technologies are available
today, each at di�erent stages of
development and commercial readiness,
including PHES, compressed-air energy
storage (CAES), thermal storage,
hydrogen-based storage, and �ow
batteries.

Of these, PHES remains the benchmark
because of its mature infrastructure and a
high energy e�ciency of 70-80%. CAES
has a similar level of market readiness but
a slightly lower e�ciency of 40-70%.
Thermal storage stands out for its long
discharge duration — around 200 hours —
and an energy e�ciency of 55-90%.
However, researchers are still developing
it.

Costs of long-term storage
Although chemical energy storage, such
as with hydrogen, has even higher
discharge durations of up to 1,000 hours,
it is not e�cient. Vanadium �ow batteries
— an example of electrochemical energy
storage — are commercially ready, come
in di�erent sizes, and have an e�ciency
of 80-85% across durations of 10-24 hours.

Scientists are also working on more
cutting-edge solutions like iron-air
batteries. In all, the LDES landscape is
diverse and worth looking forward to.

The longer the time over which a
technology discharges energy, the better
its economics. At the same time, storing
more energy also costs more. So for
discharge durations beyond six hours,
short-duration energy storage systems are
unlikely to prove cost-e�ective.

The LDES Council is an international
body that brings together industry
leaders, technology developers, investors,
policymakers, and other stakeholders to
accelerate the innovation and
commercialisation of LDES technologies.
It has projected a signi�cant decrease in
LDES costs by 2030, making it an
economically feasible storage solution.

According to a study by Paci�c
Northwest National Laboratory, a
research body under the U.S. Department
of Energy, PHES and CAES are the most
cost-e�ective and commercially viable
technologies at present, at $0.12/kWh and
$0.10/kWh, respectively.

However, both technologies need
speci�c site conditions. PHES requires
two water reservoirs at di�erent heights
so that water can be pumped to the upper
reservoir when surplus electricity is
available and released downhill to
generate power when needed. Thus, the
site must have enough land for the
reservoirs, an optimal height di�erence
for the water to �ow down with force, and
of course water.

Likewise, CAES needs large
underground spaces, such as salt caverns
or depleted gas �elds, that can safely hold
high-pressure air without major leaks.

Where such sites are not available,
other LDES options, such as hydrogen,
thermal storage or vanadium �ow
batteries — which depend less on speci�c
land, water, and subterranean conditions,
may be more suitable.

India’s position on LDES
The California Public Utilities
Commission, California’s primary utility
regulator responsible for overseeing
electricity, natural gas,

telecommunications, and other public
utility services, has set an LDES
procurement target of 2 GW. It has said
this capacity will be deployed between
2031 and 2037.

Similarly, to unlock investments and
accelerate deployment, the U.K. has
launched a �nancial framework for LDES
that provides a safety net for investors.
Among other measures, it will ensure
LDES projects have a minimum revenue,
even in poor market conditions.

Per a 2026 report by the Central
Electricity Authority, India’s PHES
potential is about 267 GW. The report also
said India plans to install PHES projects
with an aggregate capacity of 100.8 GW
by 2035-2036. Of this, 11.6 GW is currently
under construction.

In early 2025, India also launched a
160-MWh carbon dioxide battery storage
system at the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) in Kudgi, Karnataka.
It works by cycling carbon dioxide
between liquid and gas phases and has an
operational life exceeding 25 years. This
was followed by inaugurating the
country’s �rst MWh-scale vanadium
redox �ow battery system — a 3-MWh
facility installation at NTPC in Greater
Noida.

Proposed roadmap
While the Long-Term National Resource
Adequacy Plan acknowledges the role of
energy storage in maintaining power grid
reliability, it does not speci�cally
recognise the need for LDES.

To address this gap, LDES should be
incorporated into the Ministry of Power’s

National Framework for Promoting
Energy Storage Systems, accompanied by
guidelines on its deployment and
integration into grid operations.

Similarly, while the National Electricity
Plan outlines projected capacities for
battery ESS and PHES, it does not provide
technology-speci�c assessments or
deployment pathways for LDES.

Given the growing importance of LDES
in a renewable-rich power system, future
planning exercises should include
estimates of LDES requirements and
identify technologies best suited to India’s
extreme weather and geographical
conditions.

Faster environmental and land
clearances, transmission alignment, and
clear regulatory classi�cation are also
important to unlock investments.

The incentive structure, including
subsidies and viability-gap funding, must
be technology-agnostic and incentivise
co-location opportunities with data
centres. As the market matures, the focus
must shift to long-term revenue contracts,
tari� structures, and procurement
frameworks.

Intense e�orts should be made to build
awareness among all stakeholders of the
available LDES solutions, and their grid
use cases should be presented. As part of
this e�ort, dispatch centres should be
directed to post sta� for skill
enhancement and training to support
optimal dispatch, multi-day
charge–discharge decisions,
state-of-charge management across
seasons, and coordination across storage
assets with proper guidelines and
protocols for LDES. 

Without planning to include LDES,
however, India’s clean energy future
could be forced to rest on favourable
weather and market conditions.

Aedna Kurian is an analyst and Ammu
Susanna Jacob is a senior research scientist
in the Energy Storage group, at the Center
for Study of Science, Technology and Policy
(CSTEP), a research-based think-tank.

India’s green transition is missing
long-duration energy storage
Longer-term energy storage is needed to ensure that the grid remains reliable during prolonged periods of low solar and wind generation; the 

longer the time over which a technology discharges energy, the better its economics; at the same time, storing more energy is also expensive 

A pumped hydroelectric storage power plant in Tasmania. The plant stores electricity by pumping water uphill when power is abundant. Later, the water flows
downhill through turbines, generating electricity during periods of high demand. GETTY IMAGES 
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Long-duration energy storage
(LDES) technologies, which are
capable of delivering power for
days rather than hours, could
turn out to be the missing pillar
of India’s green energy transition

J
ust a few months after the Border
Security Force (BSF) explored the
curious prospect of releasing

snakes and crocodiles into rivers on the
Indo-Bangladesh border to deter “illegal
activities”, it has now initiated another
controversial feasibility study for a project
to safeguard the area.

As The Hindu reported, the BSF is
mulling installing physical fences along a
90-km stretch of the Sundarbans
mangroves, habitat to rich �ora and
fauna, including the iconic tiger that
swims in the brackish water.

Installing physical fences here is going
to be no easy task as the thick mangrove
forests, creeks, and swamps make it
inaccessible. 

The government has also sanctioned
the construction of �ood-light illuminated
fences — a non-physical barrier —
according to reports.

The Sundarbans Wildlife Sanctuary will
“remain touched” by the fencing, one BFS
o�cial told The Hindu, adding that the
structures will not a�ect the area's
biodiversity as it is being envisaged for the
banks of the Ichamati river in the
northern reaches. 

The o�cial also said all those who lose
their land in the process will be
compensated.

But one scientist familiar with the
Sundarbans has expressed fear that the
fence will adversely a�ect the movement
of deer, wild boar, crocodiles, and tigers,
all of which constantly cross rivers and
sand banks. 

Megnaa Mehtta, an assistant professor
in social anthropology at University
College London, said, “I’m not sure why
the Ichamati would be out of bounds to
them… It is like any other river or forest
sandbank.”

The idea of a fence in the �uid ecology
of the Sundarbans is a colossal waste of
government resources, both funds and
labour, Dr. Mehtta added: “In an area that
requires several other fundamental
infrastructural improvements, this should
certainly not be a priority for the
government.”

On the other hand, Krishna Ray,
associate professor of the department of
botany, West Bengal State University, said
the area chosen for the fencing need not
necessarily present problems for either
the local �shers or biodiversity.

"Being a porous border area, it should
be well protected,” Dr. Ray told The
Hindu. “In my opinion, fencing in
non-protected areas along the Bangladesh
border might not harm the ecosystem
very much, if the BSF people took care of
the mangroves on shoreline and wildlife
while setting up their fencing.” 

He “welcomed” the fencing because he
said he believes in regulatory control. “At
present I do not think regulations are
being followed there. The mangrove
ecosystem has already su�ered enough
from illegal �sheries and construction all
over Sundarbans in nonprotected areas.”

On the other hand, Dr. Mehtta said
decades of research in the area has shown
that this is not a common route for any
form of antisocial in�ltration or one that
could be a threat to the security of the
nation. Border crossings will continue,
but because of the fence, they will
become even more “risky”, she added.

“Previous attempts at acquiring land,
for example for building embankments,
have resulted in dispossessing already
vulnerable populations from their
homes,” according to Dr. Mehtta. “And in
most cases, rehabilitation was not
provided [nor] was any �nancial
compensation.”

Security meets
ecology as BSF
mulls fence in
Sundarbans

Installing physical fences here is going to be no
easy task: the thick mangrove forests, creeks and
swamps make it inaccessible. GETTY IMAGES
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X

QUESTION 1

________ trifluoride is one of the most
reactive gases known. It can set many
materials on fire without external
ignition. This is because the fluorine
atoms strongly attract electrons,
making the molecule an exceptionally
powerful oxidiser. Engineers use it to
clean semiconductor fabrication
equipment, especially to remove
silicon deposits. Fill in the blank.
X

QUESTION 2

X readily sublimes into a gas that is
stable at a modest temperature,
unlike most compounds of uranium.
And the gaseous form is why uranium
isotopes can be separated by
centrifuges during nuclear fuel
enrichment. Name X.

X

QUESTION 3

Y is a stable free-radical gas that has
an unpaired electron, which should
make the molecule highly reactive. Yet
it is stable thanks to the way electrons
are distributed between the two
atoms. The compound is a signalling
molecule in biology and is used to
treat pulmonary hypertension. Its
chemical formula also spells an
English word. Name Y.

X

QUESTION 4

Many scientists consider the helium
hydride ion (HeH+) to be the first
what? It forms a stable gas thanks to
the ionic bonds between the two
elements. It has no practical industrial
applications, however, although
scientists regard it with importance for
the first it stands for.

X

QUESTION 5

Z difluoride is incredibly hard to study and highly
radioactive. Yet it’s special because it demonstrates that
even Z, a noble gas scientists once thought to be
chemically inert, can form chemical compounds — albeit
with fluorine and its unmatched reactivity. Z difluoride
has no commercial applications because, again, Z is so
radioactive. Name Z.
Answers to July 7 quiz:

1. Process that combines nitrogen, oxygen to form
ammonia – Ans: Haber process

2. Tech that works by maintaining a group of more excited
atoms – Ans: Laser

3. Acid in blood that participates in regulating blood pH –
Ans: Carbonic acid

4. Equilibrium that holds a star together against nuclear
fusion, etc. – Ans: Hydrostatic

5. Process that turns inert nitrogen into a bioavailable
form – Ans: Fixation

Visual: Calvin cycle

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas | Prem
Nath Tiwari | Anmol Agrawal | Faisal Khan

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Exceptional gases

X

VISUAL: Name this metal, which is also the densest element
known. It forms an oxide with four oxygen atoms. The oxide is so
volatile that it produces a deadly vapour at room temperature.
ALCHEMIST-HP (CC BY-NC-ND)

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth
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A
t the heart of democratic disposition is
tolerance of dissent and upholding of the
rule of law; threats to these can undo the

knit of a democracy. In the �rst couple of months
of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)’s rule in
Tamil Nadu, at least 10 people have been subject
to police action, on account of speaking against
the Chief Minister or his cabinet colleagues.
While the case of former Minister Anitha Radhak-
rishnan’s arrest for criticising Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay gained the spotlight, there were sever-
al others who were arrested or faced police
action over the course of this period. This in-
cludes James Raja of Tirunelveli; V. Vishnuprab-
hu and T. Manojkumar, residents of Coimbatore,
for a Facebook post criticising the Chief Minister;
and Thangamani of Karur. In the case of the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)’s Gen Z wing
leader A. Anbanantham, police searched his resi-
dence claiming that he made ‘derogatory’ posts
regarding Mr. Vijay and his family. YouTuber Ma-
ridhas was arrested by the Chennai Cyber Crime
police for his remarks against the Chief Minister
and Industries Minister S. Keerthana. DMK MLA
Markandayan was arrested in Thoothukudi over
an alleged threat he made against the Chief Minis-
ter. Others arrested include Vinoth Suryakumar
who commented on HR&CE Minister S. Ramesh
and RJ Saran Jayaraman who was arrested by the
police for content posted on Instagram targeting
a woman who supported the TVK. A case was al-
so �led against Indrani Sudalaimuthu for remarks
made against S. Ramesh. 

Political actors of all hues have normalised us-
ing the police and criminal law as a shield to pro-
tect their reputation, whenever they come to
power. This creates a structural risk for democra-
cy. The actions of the police indicate a wider pat-
tern of speech-related arrests, and authoritarian-
ism under the TVK government, where
defamation, the IT Act and cyber crime provi-
sions are invoked at will for any criticism against
individuals in the government or the ruling party.
Complaints being �led by the TVK cadre and the
suo motu action of the police targeting dissenters
could run the administration o� the rails. The ala-
crity with which the government is ready to treat
allegations against Ministers as criminal misinfor-
mation or defamation, rather than let them take
the natural course of civil suits or political contes-
tation, is disheartening. A new government has
the opportunity to rewrite the rules of engage-
ment with the public, to be tolerant of dissent,
and not to misdirect the power it is vested with,
just to curb opposition. Every government keen
on development could be enriched by criticism
and dissent articulated on public platforms, if it is
willing. It must remember that the restriction of
harmful, obscene and indecent content must be
balanced with the overwhelming supremacy of
freedom of speech.

Allowing dissent
Using criminal law to protect reputation

of rulers is condemnable

S
pain’s second World Cup title, achieved af-
ter a narrow extra-time victory over Argen-
tina in the �nal, was a triumph of the col-

lective. The Luis de la Fuente-coached out�t
conceded just one goal in eight matches, was un-
matched in the centre of the pitch with playmak-
er and Golden Ball winner Rodri completing a re-
cord 790 passes, and exhibited di�used
excellence up front by having seven di�erent
players score its 14 goals. So much so that even
the individual brilliance of the teenaged Lamine
Yamal was astutely subsumed within the whole.
In fact, de la Fuente and Rodri had combined to
deliver the 2024 European Championship too,
with the latter adjudged the world’s best later
that year. A second Ballon d’Or for the 30-year-
old mid�eld metronome appears a certainty. The
win also cemented Spain’s position as the pre-
eminent footballing force of the �rst quarter of
this century. Starting 2008, the country has won
two of the �ve World Cups and three of the �ve
Euros. Spain is the reigning women’s World
Champion, and the assembly line of coaches it
produces and players it exports make the nation
a true powerhouse. Interestingly, after its maiden
World Cup win in 2010, Spain had not gone past
the round of 16 at three subsequent editions. The
success in North America is thus a full-circle
moment.

Another high point for the tournament was
Lionel Messi’s enduring genius. Argentina’s qual-
ity in the �nal was dire and the behaviour of its
players petulant, but that should not detract
from the 39-year-old’s excellence in bringing his
country to the cusp of defending its crown. Kylian
Mbappe’s experience was bitter-sweet; he won
the Golden Boot (10 goals) and became the all-
time top-scorer in World Cups (22) but remained
a mute spectator as Spain subjugated his star-
studded France in the semi�nal. Jude Bellingham
inspired England to third place, the best perfor-
mance for the nation since winning in 1966. But
the summer sojourn laid bare the team’s conti-
nued lack of cutting edge after back-to-back run-
ner-up �nishes at Euro 2020 and 2024. The
World Cup will also be etched in memory for a
plethora of missteps, which governing body FIFA
unfortunately condoned. By arbitrarily invoking
immigration rules, and trying to interfere politi-
cally in on-�eld matters, the co-host U.S. pushed
the envelope in undesirable ways. Commercially
driven hydration breaks and the half-time show
in the �nal were tedious and disruptive. Football
should be allowed to �ow freely, on and o� the
turf.

Press and play
Spain smothered the opposition with

possession and positional football

F
ew sights are more ordinary in an Indian
city than a pedestrian being pushed o�
a footpath and onto the road. A mother,
holding a school bag in one hand and a

child in the other, walks around a parked car. An
elderly man tests a broken footpath before
stepping down onto the road. A wheelchair user
gives up before the journey has even begun. A
vendor, debris, an open drain, a two-wheeler,
and a signboard together form what is still, with
bureaucratic optimism, called a pavement. The
citizen is then forced to walk on a road designed
as though only vehicles possess rights.

Upholding walkability
In June 2026, the Supreme Court of India gave
constitutional language to this daily indignity, in
Maniyar Iliyaz @ Shaik Riyaz vs P. Ayyappan
(2026). It held that walking on demarcated
footpaths is a fundamental constitutional right,
protected under Article 19(1)(d) and Article 21 of
the Constitution. It observed that pedestrians
have a right to safe footpaths and footways, and
directed States and Union Territories to frame
policies and guidelines for their provision and
maintenance. This is not a minor municipal
instruction. It is a public health intervention, a
road safety measure, and a democratic test of
whether Indian cities are built for people or
merely for machines.

The timing could not be more urgent. India is
becoming less active precisely when it needs
movement the most. Health risk factors and
diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, fatty
liver disease, and obesity are rising rapidly, as
reported by every newly available population
health dataset. 

Walking and increased physical activity are
among the low- and no-cost interventions that
can halt and reverse this rise in metabolic
diseases. Yet, the World Health Organization
(WHO)’s India Physical Activity Pro�le 2024
estimates that 49.4% of Indian adults do not meet
the recommended levels of physical activity;
among women, the �gure is 57.2%. Among
children and adolescents aged 11 to 17 years, it is
74%. WHO recommends at least 150 minutes of
moderate-intensity physical activity each week
for adults. For most citizens, this does not mean
gym memberships or elite �tness routines. It
means having the ability to walk safely to a bus
stop, school, market, clinic, metro station, or
park.

These are not failures of willpower alone;
rather, they are exacerbated by the built
environment. A city that makes walking di�cult
quietly prescribes sedentary living. Footpaths,
therefore, are not decorative strips of cement

added after roads have been designed. They are
preventive medicine laid in stone. A usable
pavement allows children to walk to school,
o�ce-goers to use public transport, older adults
to remain mobile, and women to move safely.
Walking improves blood pressure, insulin
sensitivity, weight control, mood, sleep, and joint
function. It is the simplest health habit available
to the largest number of citizens. Yet, we in India
have made it di�cult and dangerous. Many
Indians would prefer to use cars and scooters less
if cities o�ered safe, continuous, shaded
footpaths.

The road safety argument is equally
compelling. The Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (Transport Research
Wing) ‘Road Accidents in India 2024’ report
found that two-wheeler riders and pedestrians
together accounted for nearly 67% of road
fatalities, with 1.28 lakh deaths among these
vulnerable groups. The National Crime Records
Bureau’s 2024 data place the number at more
than 1.1 lakh and the share at at least 60%. The
exact totals di�er across o�cial sources, but the
message is unambiguous: pedestrians and
two-wheeler riders remain India’s most
vulnerable road users. Every time a footpath
disappears, the road becomes a contest between
�esh and metal.

Orderly shared streets
The solution cannot be episodic
anti-encroachment drives, in which a few carts
and cars are removed before the same disorder
returns the following week. Nor can it be a
punitive war on street vendors, who are workers
with legal protections and legitimate economic
claims. The answer lies in planned allocation:
footpaths for walking, vending zones for vendors,
parking spaces for vehicles, utility corridors for
public infrastructure, and meaningful penalties
for violations. A humane city organises the street
so that livelihoods and mobility can coexist
without endangering lives.

Citizens, too, have a role, though not the only
one. First, walk deliberately: begin with 10 to 15
minutes after two major meals, or build towards
30 minutes at a �xed time each day. Second,
convert short errands into walking errands;
distances under one kilometre should not
automatically require a scooter or car. Third,
combine walking with public transport by using
the metro, bus, or shared mobility for part of the
commute. Fourth, make walking social: families,
resident welfare associations, and workplaces can
create walking groups and car-free morning
routines. Fifth, reclaim walking as a health check.
If breathlessness, knee pain, fear of falling, or

unsafe streets prevent walking, treat that as a
signal to seek medical advice, improve strength,
or demand civic correction. Most importantly,
the recent Supreme Court decision has given
citizens and resident welfare associations an
opportunity to demand their right to walk on
encroachment-free footpaths.

Yet, citizens cannot easily walk their way out of
poor urban planning. Civic bodies and
governments must act with seriousness. Every
road project should include continuous, shaded,
well-lit, and barrier-free footpaths, along with
safe crossings. Footpaths must be wide enough
for two people or a wheelchair, with ramps and
clear passageways near bus stops. Encroachment
control should be continuous, transparent, and
fair. Parking on footpaths must invite stringent
action, with penalties that change behaviour.
Street design should prioritise schools, hospitals,
bus stops, markets, and metro stations, where
pedestrian volumes are high. Tree cover,
benches, public toilets, and lighting are not
embellishments; they determine whether
women, children, persons with disabilities, and
older people can walk.

Policy action
India also needs a national active-mobility
mission linking urban development, transport,
health, and education. Cities and urban planning
should be assessed not by the length of �yovers
built, but by the number of safe walking
kilometres created. Municipal commissioners
should publish ward-level footpath maps and
annual audits of encroachment-free footpaths.
School zones should have tra�c calming
measures and protected crossings. Employers
should encourage active commuting. Doctors
should prescribe walking advice to nudge
behaviour, but governments must provide the
pavements on which those prescriptions can be
followed.

The Supreme Court has moved the footpath
from the margins of municipal housekeeping to
the centre of constitutional rights. The next task
is to move it from judgment to habit, budget,
design, and enforcement. A country battling
diabetes, hypertension, obesity, stress, and road
deaths cannot treat walking as an afterthought.
India does not merely need more roads; it needs
more rights of way for ordinary citizens. The
footpath is where public health, dignity, and
democracy meet. We need to take our cities back
from cars. We need to rebuild our cities for
people. The proportion of encroachment-free
footpaths should become a barometer of whether
elected governments value citizens’ fundamental
rights in every ward and on every major road.

Reclaiming footpaths, taking cities back from cars
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Safe, accessible
footpaths are 
a test of
governance,
revealing
whether India’s
cities truly
serve 
their people

C
anada is seeing an historic shift for our
country — one that opens new
opportunities for relations between

Canada and India. Speaking at CANSEC 2026,
Canada’s leading defence, security and emerging
technology event, on May 27, 2026, Prime
Minister Mark Carney said: “The very nature of
war is rapidly evolving, driven by the
proliferation of drones, autonomous systems, and
weapons in orbit. Con�icts could emerge closer
to our borders than before, and new weapons are
reducing the distance that separates us from
them. The world has changed, and Canada must
change with it. That is why, six weeks after
forming the government, we announced our
ambitious plan to rebuild, rearm, and reinvest in
the Canadian Armed Forces.”

This is at a time when the world is changing,
and Canada-India defence collaboration can
translate into a strategy for a secure future.

The good news is that we are already walking
on this path. In 2025, Mr. Carney announced that
Canada is on track to spend 5% of its GDP on
defence by 2035. In March, we already surpassed
2% of the GDP, placing Canada among one of the
10 largest economies in the world.

As Mr. Carney said during his speech in
January 2026 at the World Economic Forum’s
Annual Meeting in Davos, there has been a
rupture in the world order. Or as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said, we are living through a
decade of crisis.

Bilateral defence engagement
In this changing world, defence cooperation
between Canada and India has become crucial
and we have already taken steps to bolster it.

Most recently, we accredited Defence Advisers
in both Ottawa and Delhi. Mr. Carney and Mr.
Modi agreed to establish a Defence Dialogue to

prioritise cooperation on shared interests and
align capacities. Canadian and Indian navies
participated in the Rim of the Paci�c exercises
and Talisman Sabre exercises. In June this year, a
delegation from India’s National Defence College
visited Canada. This will allow Indian o�cers to
have direct exchanges with military colleges and
bases in Canada.

We have established a national Defence
Investment Agency to streamline military
procurement. We have also launched a defence
Industrial Strategy to diversify supply chains so
Canada does not rely on just one country. That is
why we are calling on natural partners such as
India to participate in co-development,
subsystem manufacturing, and sustainment. We
are investing in innovation, including through a
half billion-dollar investment in next generation
aerospace technologies, including a drone
innovation hub.

Strategic technology cooperation
Canada’s strengths in advanced technologies can
complement India’s scale, manufacturing
capacity, and expanding industrial base. Canada
is one of only a few countries with a full-spectrum
aerospace sector, while India’s domestic aviation
industry is the third largest domestic market in
the world. Canada is a research and development
powerhouse, while India is focused on advancing
innovation capacity and high-end manufacturing.

Canada and India are part of a small group of
countries with advanced space capabilities. The
importance of civilian space cooperation was
highlighted in the joint statement between our
two Prime Ministers. Canada’s strengths in
advanced components for satellite technology
and space robotics can complement India’s
strengths in low-cost platforms. Canada’s
RADARSAT constellation system can have

application in meeting India’s aim of advancing
its naval capacity in the region. Critical minerals
are the building block of defence technologies —
another area where Canada and India can expand
their partnership. Amid the crisis in West Asia,
national security and economic security are
inextricably linked. Here, a critical partnership
between Canada and India can take shape.

Canada has vast geological reserves of 31
critical minerals from cobalt to helium. Canada
holds the tenth largest reserves of rare earth
elements; the third largest recoverable resources
of uranium; and 5% of the world’s tungsten
reserves. Additionally, Canada is the second
largest producer and exporter of uranium
globally, with 24% of global production in 2024.
Canada has embarked on a strategy to diversify its
trusted partners. For India, there is a need for
reliable partners such as Canada to reach its own
economic and national security goals. The
Canada-India memorandum of understanding on
Critical Minerals Value Chain, signed during Mr.
Carney’s visit to India in February-March 2026,
laid the groundwork for the integration of stable,
resilient supply chains between the two
countries.

Building on shared legacy
As we look forward, it is worth recalling our
shared history and common sacri�ce. Recently, I
visited the Kirkee War Cemetery in Pune where
members of the Royal Canadian Air Force killed
during the Second World War were laid to rest. As
I walked through the memorial site, I was
reminded that our countries have stood shoulder
to shoulder in the past, not just on the battle�eld
but for common causes and for the shared
security of our countries. Let us continue that
long-standing tradition as we reshape the defence
cooperation between our two countries.

Canada-India defence collaboration for a secure future

Chris Cooter

High Commissioner

for Canada to India

Shared interests
drive Canada
and India
toward a
stronger
strategic defence
partnership

Batons over dialogue
I am writing to express my
anguish and concern
following the events I
witnessed at Jantar Mantar
on July 20. As someone
who was present at the site
from the night of July 19 till
4 p.m. on July 20, I stood
among thousands of
students and youth who
had gathered there
peacefully to demand
transparency and
accountability regarding
examination irregularities.
What I witnessed was not
the handling of a public
order issue, but a
disproportionate and brutal

brilliance outweighed
individual stardom.
Argentina fought with
determination and
resilience, and Lionel Messi
remains one of the finest
players ever seen. Yet, this
final was a reminder that
even the greatest player
cannot single-handedly
overcome an opponent
whose strength lies in
collective organisation,
tactical discipline, and
unwavering teamwork.

A.P. Thiruvadi,
Chennai

match. Despite this heavy
pressure, Argentina hung on
to force extra time largely
due to goalkeeper Emiliano
Martínez, who set a game
record of 11 saves. While
Argentina displayed
defensive resilience, their
inability to maintain ball
possession or create
o�ensive momentum led
many — including me — to
view the game as a
one-sided tactical exercise.
Govardhana Myneedu,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Spain’s triumph was a
masterclass in modern
football, where collective

permanently dilute their
parliamentary
representation and penalise
development. Defending
the core federal values of
the Constitution is no
longer just an ideological
duty. It is a matter of
absolute political survival.
M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

FIFA World Cup final
While Spain’s performance
was masterful, Argentina’s
was widely criticised as
lacklustre. Spain dictated
the tempo from the start
with 65% ball possession at
one point in the final

Indian federalism. In its
push to pass structural
shifts such as “One Nation,
One Election” and
delimitation, the ruling BJP
is seeking a contrived
majority to fundamentally
alter the constitutional
balance. It is alarming to
see regional forces — some
a fierce bulwark of state
autonomy — flirt with
tactical concessions on
these Bills. In political
terms, this is asymmetrical
co-optation. For States such
as Tamil Nadu,
population-based
delimitation and
synchronised elections will

crackdown on the
democratic right to dissent.
Is this the landscape of our
democracy today, where
the voices of the youth are
met with batons instead of
dialogue? Using force to
disperse peaceful protesters
does not address the
underlying issues of the
movement; it only deepens
the divide and erodes trust
in our institutions. 
Kota Venkata Yogesh,

Proddatur, Andhra Pradesh

A threat to federalism
The ongoing parliamentary
session presents a
dangerous turning point for
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STATE OF PLAY

T
he escalating political
duel between Chief
Minister D.K. Shivaku-

mar and Janata Dal (Secular)
leader and Union Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy over the
proposed Greater Bengaluru
Integrated Township (GBIT),
popularly known as the Bidadi
township project, is much
more than just a tussle about
land acquisition. It re�ects a
broader contest for political
dominance in Karnataka’s Old
Mysore region, where both
leaders are seeking to shape
the political narrative ahead of
the local body elections and
the 2028 Assembly polls.

The immediate trigger has
been the government’s deci-
sion to proceed with the town-
ship project on Bengaluru’s
outskirts. The project envisag-
es acquiring about 9,600
acres across 25 villages in the
Bengaluru South district. Both
leaders, who belong to the in-
�uential land-owning Vokkali-
ga community, have sought to
position themselves as defen-
ders of farmers and the re-
gion’s agrarian identity.

Mr. Shivakumar has point-
ed out repeatedly that it was
Mr. Kumaraswamy who had
conceived the township pro-
ject during his tenure as Chief
Minister in 2006, while the JD
(S) leader has charged the
Congress government with at-
tempting to acquire fertile
agricultural land. 

However, the confrontation
is rooted in a long-standing
rivalry between the two prin-
cipal Vokkaliga leaders, whose
political fortunes are closely
tied to the Old Mysore belt. 

The region remains one of
Karnataka’s most decisive
electoral battlegrounds. Alth-
ough the Congress made sig-

ni�cant gains there in the
2023 Assembly election, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-JD
(S) alliance continues to re-
gard it as a JD(S) stronghold.
Consequently, every major is-
sue — from irrigation to land
acquisition — assumes politi-
cal signi�cance as both parties
compete for rural and semi-
urban voters.

For the Congress, weaken-
ing the JD(S) in the region is
critical to consolidating its
electoral gains. For the JD(S),
opposing the township is cen-
tral to reinforcing its “pro-
farmer” credentials. The agita-
tion has expanded beyond
landowners, with farmers’ or-
ganisations joining the prot-
ests, making it harder for the
government to dismiss them
as politically motivated.

Long-standing rivalry
Recognising the widening so-
cial and political dimensions
of the agitation, Mr. Shivaku-
mar has announced a commit-
tee to re-examine the project.
The move appears to be a pol-
itical balancing act — defusing
public anger without aban-
doning what the government
considers an important urban
planning initiative. Although
the Chief Minister has insisted
that the township is “not my
dream project”, he has conti-
nued to defend its planning ra-
tionale, arguing that Bengalu-
ru requires orderly expansion.

The dispute has since led to
personal attacks. Mr. Kuma-

raswamy has questioned the
Chief Minister’s accumulation
of wealth over the past two de-
cades, while posters targeting
the JD(S) leader and his family
have appeared in the noti�ed
villages. Congress leaders
have portrayed his opposition
as stemming from political in-
security over the rise of anoth-
er in�uential Vokkaliga leader.

Both sides have crafted
competing narratives. Mr. Shi-
vakumar has released o�cial
records to argue that the pro-
ject has enjoyed continuity
across successive govern-
ments and that the present
opposition is politically selec-
tive. Mr. Kumaraswamy, ho-
wever, maintains that the cur-
rent government alone is
accountable for the proposed
acquisition and cannot evade
responsibility by citing deci-
sions of previous administra-
tions. These positions allow
each leader to appeal to di�e-
rent constituencies, one em-
phasising planned urbanisa-
tion, the other championing
farmers’ rights.

The rivalry between Mr.
Shivakumar and the family of
former Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda stretches back
across four decades. After los-
ing to Mr. Gowda in the erst-
while Sathanur Assembly con-
stituency in 1985, Mr.
Shivakumar defeated Mr.
Kumaraswamy there in 1999.
Now, the renaming of Rama-
nagara as the Bengaluru South
district, Mr. Shivakumar’s call
to JD(S) workers to join the
Congress, and the party’s re-
cent setback in the Legislative
Council elections have further
sharpened the rivalry.

The BJP-JD(S) alliance’s de-
cision to launch a padayatra
against the GBIT before the
State legislature’s monsoon
session suggests that the rival-
ry is only likely to intensify.

nagesh.p@thehindu.co.in

Battleground Bidadi 
In Karnataka, enduring political rivalries clash over the Bidadi township project 

Nagesh Prabhu
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Pasadena, July 20: The American unmanned
Viking spaceprobe lander touched its three
slender aluminium legs down on Mars to-day
after an 11-month 800 million-kilometre voyage
from earth, and sent back two “unbelievably”
clear photographs showing hills and small rocks.

Scientists at Mission Control here speculated
that the terrain seen in the second photo up to
three of �ve kilometres from the 600 kg craft on
the Martian plain of Chryse could be made of
volcanic lava or basalt.

The ground was soft with rocks and gravel,
but the aluminium legs did not sink in. One leg
could be seen in the �rst photo. Several of the
rocks about 30 cm across had sharp angles as if
they had been broken by sandstorm.

Alongside the hills in the second panoramic
picture were “kinds of dunes”.

The �rst photo was taken only 25 seconds
after the craft touched down. The camera took
�ve minutes to complete each picture, line by
line, as it swept the scene. It took the photos 35
minutes to reach earth. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 21, 1976

Viking craft lands on Mars,
sends back clear pictures

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Rugby, July 20: It is o�cially announced that the
Duke and Duchess of York will visit Australia on
the occasion of the o�cial opening of the
Federal Capital at Canberra on May 9th next.
The invitation to their Royal Highnesses was
conveyed in a telegram from the
Governor-General of the Common-Wealth to the
Secretary of State for the Dominican A�airs for
submission to the King. It recalls that the King
himself opened the �rst Federal Parliament of
Australia in 1901. The telegram proceeds, “We
would regard it as singularly appropriate, if your
son were permitted to represent you at the
establishment of the Federal Capital, which
marks another important phase in the
development of this great British
Commonwealth and is regarded by our people
as an event of deep national signi�cance and
importance. We feel that the presence of His
Royal Highness on such an occasion would
evoke the strongest possible expressions of
loyalty and enthusiasm and further strengthen
the bonds which unite us to the mother country
and to your Royal House.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 21, 1926

Australia’s new capital

W
inston Churchill
once said that,
“some men
change parties for

the sake of their principles; others
change principles for the sake of
their party”. India, however,
seems to have perfected a third
category — politicians who
abandon both party and principle
for the sake of power.

The break-up of the Trinamool
Congress and the Shiv Sena-UBT
(Uddhav Bal Thackeray) are only
the latest examples of a disturbing
trend concerning elections.
Leaders campaign bitterly,
questioning each other’s integrity
and commitment to the nation,
with voters asked to choose
between sharply contrasting
visions for India’s future. Yet once
the ballots are counted, many of
those di�erences dissolve, and
hitherto irreconcilable opponents
become political partners.
Principles give way to pragmatism,
and power becomes the only
enduring conviction. 

The immediate consequences
are political, with governments
becoming stronger, and
Opposition parties weaker. But the
deeper casualty is something far
more precious — the sanctity of
the democratic mandate. 

Far-reaching consequences
In a parliamentary democracy,
citizens do not vote merely for
individuals. They vote for an idea,
a manifesto, and a political
alternative. When an elected
representative crosses over after
winning on another party’s
symbol, it is not simply a change
of a�liation; it is a unilateral
rewriting of the contract entered
into with the voter. The mandate,
which belongs to the electorate,
now becomes the private property
of the elected representative. 

It also exposes the perverse
incentives increasingly operating
within Indian politics. Politicians
facing investigations or legal
troubles often appear to discover
ideological compatibility with the
party in power. Equally striking is
the troubling public perception

that investigative intensity
frequently diminishes after such
realignments. Democracies rely
not only on fairness, but also on
public con�dence that institutions
operate without political favour.
Once that con�dence erodes, the
damage extends far beyond any
single party or government. 

The larger casualty is
democratic competition itself.
Every democracy requires an
elected government as well as an
Opposition capable of scrutinising,
questioning, and presenting a
credible alternative. Without that
balance, elections risk becoming
contests over access to power
rather than contests of ideas. 

Yet there is an even larger
paradox. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi continues to command the
trust of a signi�cant majority of
Indian voters. Few leaders in
independent India’s history have
enjoyed such sustained popular
support. The Bharatiya Janata
Party has repeatedly
demonstrated that it can win
elections on its own political
appeal. If the electorate has
already bestowed such a powerful
mandate, why must that mandate
be reinforced through the steady
migration of dubious legislators
elected on rival party symbols?

History suggests that great
democracies are distinguished not
by governments that accumulate
the greatest power, but by
governments con�dent enough to
allow a credible Opposition to
survive and compete. 

Aristotle argued more than two
millennia ago that political
systems cease to be virtuous when
public o�ce becomes an
instrument of private advantage
rather than public good. Kautilya’s
wisdom was in knowing that a
ruler’s legitimacy rested on the
con�dence of the people. Even
Machiavelli, often caricatured as
an apostle of raw power, warned
that the destruction of all
independent centres of in�uence
ultimately weakens the state itself.
The tragedy of modern
democracies is that electoral
mandates are increasingly treated

not as solemn covenants of public
trust, but as negotiable assets in
the marketplace of power. 

History o�ers sobering
parallels. Italy’s post-war
Transformismo saw politicians
frequently switching allegiances
and governments held together
more by patronage than ideology.
Brazil’s coalition presidentialism
has often encouraged
transactional politics. The
Philippines has long struggled
with a culture of political
turncoatism. Though not
identical, they share a common
lesson: when political o�ce
becomes a tradable asset,
institutional decay begins, with
citizens losing faith in the system. 

The voter’s loss
Perhaps, however, the hardest
questions are not for politicians
alone. Why do parties continue to
nominate candidates whose
convictions appear so negotiable?
Why does mainstream media
celebrate defections as strategic
manoeuvres instead of
condemning them as betrayals of
the electorate? And why do voters
so often forgive the very conduct
they publicly denounce? 

If opportunism is �ourishing, it
is because parties reward it and
institutions fail to discourage it,
with citizens gradually coming to
accept it as normal.

The greatest victim of political
defections is not the Opposition
party that loses a legislator. It is
the voter. The voter casts a ballot
believing it represents a choice
between competing visions for the
country. When that representative
later abandons the very platform
on which the vote was sought, the
voter is left dispossessed. 

India’s democracy is strong
enough to produce decisive
mandates. It must also be strong
enough to preserve the sanctity of
those mandates. A vote is not a
transferable asset that belongs to
the elected representative; it is a
trust reposed by the citizen. When
that trust can be traded for power,
the real defector is not the
politician — it is democracy itself. 

Defections a�ect moral sanctity of democracy

Prabal Basu Roy

Sloan Fellow of the

London Business

School

The greatest
victim of
political
defections is not
the Opposition
party that loses
a legislator. It is
the voter

S
pain’s win over Argentina in
the 2026 FIFA World Cup �-
nal might have read a mod-

est 1-0, but the scoreline hid what
was in plain sight throughout.
Spain smothered the Argentines,
denying them the ball and disrupt-
ing any �uid move, so that the de-
fending champions ended the full
120 minutes, including extra time
with zero shots on target. How did
it manage that against a team fea-
turing Lionel Messi?

La Roja has prized possession as
a mark of its identity ever since
Luis Aragonés took charge in the
mid-2000s followed by Vicente del
Bosque building around mid�el-
ders such as Xavi, Iniesta and Xabi
Alonso, and later Sergio Busquets.
This style, termed “tiki-taka”, kept
the ball as a way of denying it to
the opposition and with it, the
danger of any attack.

In 2026, Luis de la Fuente’s
Spain built on that identity with a
sharp second quality: counter-
pressing — swarming the ball in
compact packs the instant it is lost,
to win it straight back. Spain was
the tournament’s best at this, and
the combination of slick passing
and aggressive recovery let it con-
cede just one goal in the whole
competition.

In the �nal, Spain passed and
pressed with gusto, denying the Al-
biceleste any meaningful se-
quence until deep into extra time.
Two metrics capture that grip:
possession share per period, and
�eld tilt. Split into 15-minute phas-
es, the game gave Argentina the
majority of possession in only two
(57% between half-time and the
hour mark, and 52% in the second
period of extra time). Spain con-
trolled the other six (Chart 1).

Field tilt measures a team’s ter-
ritorial dominance as its share of
both teams’ possession in the �nal

third — the third of the pitch near-
est the opponent’s goal. It thus
captures which side controlled the
ball in the zones that most directly
threaten the goal, rather than pos-
session spread across the pitch.

By this measure Spain dominat-
ed every phase but one, and did so
almost totally — 100% in three pe-
riods and above 90% in two more,
with Argentina barely reaching the
attacking third. The exception
came in the second period of extra
time, when Argentina, chasing an
equaliser after Ferran Torres had
put Spain ahead, posted a 95%
�eld tilt (Chart 2). But this was al-
so after Enzo Fernández had been
sent o� in second-half stoppage
time, leaving Argentina to play all
of extra time a man down against a
tiring Spain in late game. Spain’s
stranglehold was marked through-
out regulation as its 100% phases
came in open, eleven-a-side play. 

The charts show what Spain
did. The question is how. Posses-
sion football rests on two things:
technical command of the ball,
evading tackles, passing precisely
and positional awareness, with
players drifting into space to o�er
passing lanes and wingers stretch-
ing the pitch alongside fullbacks
and mid�elders. Spain has long se-
lected for these qualities and
drilled them over years, many of
its players having come through de
la Fuente’s youth sides.

Rodri, named the tournament’s
best player with the Golden Ball,
led the press with relentless run-
ning while distributing from deep.
Pau Cubarsí, its Young Player win-
ner, made line-breaking passes
from defence and marshalled a
high line that let Spain press
through tight, compact spacing.
On the goalkeeping front, Unai Si-
mon’s role was minimal as he was
required to barely make any saves.
But he was an e�ective sweeper
behind a line that Argentina rarely
breached. For Messi, in what was
surely his last World Cup, it made
for a quiet farewell. His team was
not merely beaten so much as suf-
focated. 

Spain’s collective e�ort demolishes Argentine threat
In the World Cup �nal, Spain passed and pressed with gusto, denying the Albiceleste any meaningful play until deep into extra time

Srinivasan Ramani 
Devyanshi Bihani 
Pon Vasanth B.A.
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Share of funding spent
on environmental
initiatives in 2023-24

8.4
in per cent. Only 8.4% of the

total corporate social

responsibility spending was

allocated to environmental initiatives in

the financial year 2023-24, according to a

Sattva Consulting report. It also stated that

30 of India’s 50 most climate-vulnerable

districts received only 1% (₹106 crore) of

the total environmental CSR spending over

the past three years. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of polluted
river stretches in India
in 2025

296
The number of

polluted river stretches

declined to 296 in 2025

from 351 in 2018, according to the Central

Pollution Control Board report. The

government said rivers are polluted mainly

due to untreated or partially treated

sewage, industrial effluents, inadequate

dilution, dumping of solid waste, and other

non-point sources of pollution. PTI

Key reforms advanced
by Haryana to boost
ease of doing business

21
Haryana has emerged as one of

the leading States in the

Centre’s compliance reduction

and deregulation initiative, with 21 of the

28 priority reforms either approved or

under implementation to make the

regulatory environment simpler and more

business-friendly. An official said that

another 15 reforms are currently under

implementation across departments. PTI

Number of UPI users
onboarded on the
payments platform

55.49
crore.

Parliament was

informed that

around 55.49 crore UPI users were

onboarded on the payments platform until

June 2026, on Monday. UPI transactions

stood at 24,162 crore in volume and ₹314

lakh crore in value in FY 2025-26, Minister

of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said

in a written reply in the Lok Sabha. PTI

Forex in�ows received
by India under the
RBI’s swap facility 

20.72
in $ billion. India

received $20.72

billion in foreign

exchange inflows under the Reserve Bank

of India’s swap facility as of July 17. The

facility was introduced to encourage

overseas fundraising by state-owned firms

and foreign currency non-resident

deposits. REUTERS
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I
n�ation, except during the
COVID-19 pandemic, has remained
relatively low in India for over a
decade. But it is back with a bang.

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) in�ation is
hovering close to 10% in June (Chart 1a).
After remaining low — negative, or close
to 0 — until December last year, the climb
started with a sharp jump since March
this year. 

Even those with only a �eeting
connection to economics believe that
prices rise when demand outpaces supply
(overheating), and vice versa. But is that
really the case?

Before we go into the causes, let us
look at what contributed to this rise in
WPI in�ation in the �rst place. The WPI is
a weighted average of three
sub-categories of commodities: primary
articles (food, minerals, etc.), fuel and
power and manufactured products.
Chart 1b shows the contribution of each
to total WPI in�ation. The latter two — the
orange and the red bars — have
contributed to this dramatic jump in
recent months. Fuel and power prices
require little explanation as they are
determined by oil prices purchased from
abroad and are essentially imported
prices. However, primary commodity and
manufactured product prices need to be
understood.

Structural di�erences in pricing
The Polish economist Michal Kalecki
argued that while primary commodity
prices are demand-determined, industrial
prices are cost-determined. In other
words, in�ation of industrial commodities
is not determined by a demand and
supply mismatch. Come to think of it, this
is commonsensical if you leave aside the
quintessential demand-supply curves out
of your head. After all, prices of cars,
cycles, or toothbrushes do not �uctuate
with a change in their demand. If more
cars are demanded, more are produced
and supplied to the customer instead of
increasing the price. Prices of tomatoes or
mangoes, on the other hand, vary quite
signi�cantly with a mismatch between
demand and supply.

Viewed this way, the demand and
supply curves need to be reconstructed
(Graph 1). For primary commodities
(panel (a)), supply is virtually �xed,
represented by a vertical curve on the
quantity axis, whereas demand follows
the usual downward sloping curve. A
decline in supply (shifting of the supply
curve in panel (a) to the left) will increase
its prices. In the case of food, for
example, a bad monsoon will a�ect
production adversely, thereby decreasing
supply and increasing its prices. A good
monsoon, on the other hand, will bring
the prices down. In�ation here is
demand-pull.

For the manufactured commodities
(panel (b)), the supply curve is �at, which
means a rise or a fall in demand (shifting
of the demand curve) will bring about an
equivalent supply of such commodities
with no change in their prices. Again, the
reason is simple. Most such commodities,
except in cases of supply constraints, are
produced in factories that run below
capacity, so an increase in their demand
simply increases their production.
Demand here, quite opposite to the
earlier case, has no role to play in
determining their prices. Prices are
determined instead by the cost of

production. The supply curve is nothing
but a pro�t markup over the cost (the
vertical di�erence between supply and
cost is the pro�t markup). A rise in the
costs would push the cost curve up, and,
unless the capitalists want to absorb this
rise in cost through a lower markup, this
would get passed on as higher prices in
the market. In�ation here is purely
cost-push.

What happened in the Indian case?
Having seen this di�erence, let us apply
this idea to the in�ationary problem
currently facing India. If manufactured
prices are cost-determined, what do their
costs depend on? While wage cost is an
important component of total costs, it is
usually not the factor that pushes prices
up because Indian workers do not really
have space to bargain for higher wages. In
other words, Indian workers are mostly
price-takers; they make do with what they
get. It is the material costs instead, which
create the in�ationary impulse. 

One of the most important materials
used in the production of any industrial
commodity is oil. If we plot the
movement of fuel and power against the
manufactured prices (Chart 2), we can

see almost a one-to-one correspondence
between the two. A rise in fuel and power
prices raised the manufactured in�ation
as well.

Food prices, too, have risen. One likely
reason is the adverse impact of an
inadequate monsoon, as a result of the El
Niño e�ect, on agricultural production
this year. Chart 3 plots data on food price
in�ation with years in which the country
experienced droughts. In every instance,
drought conditions were accompanied by
a signi�cant rise in food in�ation, much in
line with the Kaleckian structuralist idea.
To be sure, there have been instances in
which food price in�ation has taken place
even in the absence of such supply
shocks. These could perhaps be the years
of high demand. Su�ce to say that a
drought is a su�cient, even if not a
necessary, condition for food prices to
soar.

What is to be done?
Given these structural di�erences, can
something be done to control in�ation?
Let us start with the food prices. We
believe food prices need to be decoupled
from the vagaries of nature to the extent
possible. That India solely depends on the

rain gods to feed its population is in itself
quite unscienti�c and an anachronism in
the modern era of technology. The
country must invest heavily in agriculture,
particularly in irrigation infrastructure,
which is not entirely dependent on the
monsoon.

As for manufactured goods, controlling
fuel and power costs, when crude oil
prices are rising, may be di�cult, but
there are still ways that they can be
controlled. Instead of the ill-thought-out
in�ation targeting framework, the
government should apply a
countercyclical indirect tax policy to keep
fuel and power prices in check. If the
government can reduce the customs and
excise duties when crude prices soar, the
cost at the pump can be controlled. In
fact, this is exactly what the government
did a few months ago, which is why pump
prices were held constant despite soaring
crude prices in the international markets.
Unfortunately, the government has
withdrawn this measure, which is one of
the primary reasons WPI in�ation has
risen sharply.
(The authors are a part of the DevMac
(Development Macroeconomics) network,
which seeks pluralism in Economics)

Why in�ation is rising in India
India’s recent in�ation surge has been mainly driven by higher fuel costs and food price pressures rather than excess demand; food in�ation stems largely from

supply shocks such as poor monsoons, while rising oil prices have pushed up production costs and manufactured goods in�ation

Rohit Azad
Indranil Chowdhury

ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST

�

Manufactured goods prices are
determined largely by
production costs, while
primary commodity prices
respond more to changes in
demand and supply.

�

Higher global crude oil prices
have raised fuel costs, which in
turn have pushed up inflation
in manufactured goods.

�

Food inflation has been
exacerbated by an inadequate
monsoon, underscoring the
need for greater investment in
irrigation and measures to
cushion fuel price shocks.
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X

QUESTION 1

What was the monument called, and to which Greek deity
was it dedicated?
X

QUESTION 2

Who deliberately set fire to the temple in 356 BCE, and
what was his stated motive?
X

QUESTION 3

What measure did the Ephesian authorities reportedly take
to deny Herostratus the fame he sought?
X

QUESTION 4

Besides being a place of worship, what important civic and
economic function did the temple serve?
X

QUESTION 5

Which ancient writer included the Temple of Artemis among
the Seven Wonders of the World in his famous epigram?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. With which
physical oddity was Sobers born? Ans: Six fingers in each hand

2. To make his inclusion legitimate in the Police Cricket Club, how was
Sobers, still in his teens, recruited? Ans: Bugle player in the police band

3. According to his autobiography, Sobers never ducked into a bouncer in
his career after being hit on the forehead by a legendary fast bowler in a
match against the touring English side in 1953-54. Ans: Fred Trueman

4. Name the sci-fi book he supposedly authored in 1967. Ans:

‘Bonaventure and the Flashing Blade’

5. Where and against whom did he notch up the record-breaking knock?
Ans: At Kingston against Pakistan

6. Name the bowler at the receiving end when Sobers hit six sixes in an
over. Ans: Malcolm Nash

7. The winner of which ICC award is given the ‘Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy’?
Ans: Men’s Cricketer of the Year

8. Which innings by Sobers did the great Don Bradman describe as
‘probably the greatest exhibition of batting ever seen in Australia’? Ans:

254 for the Rest of the World at the MCG in 1972

Visual: Name this Indian actress and model to whom Sobers was briefly
engaged in the 1960s. Ans: Anju Mahendru

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Piyali Tuli | Lalchand Bhutani | Tito Shiladitya |
Arun Kumar Singh

THE DAILY QUIZ

On July 21, 356 BCE, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was destroyed in
an act of deliberate vandalism. Test your knowledge of the monument

X

Visual Question:

This illustration from the 1610 work Emblemas morales

(Moral Emblems), imagining Herostratus burning the
Temple of Artemis, is topped by the Latin phrase ‘In
flammis fama paratur’. What does it mean? SEBASTIÁN DE

COVARRUBIAS/PUBLIC DOMAIN

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

What is the meaning of “apple
polishing”? (Rahul Sharma, Kola,
Rajasthan)
It means “�attery”. Believe it or not, this
is an expression which owes its origin to
the practice followed by school children.
What is it that people do in order to win
the approval of their superiors? They
either give them gifts or �atter them.
Some school going children did the same
thing in order to be in the teacher’s good
books. These kids took apples to school
and polished them till they gleamed.
Then they presented them to the class
teacher! They hoped that by doing this,
the teacher would overlook their poor
performance in class and instead give
them good marks.

Vani’s apple-polishing didn’t get her
anywhere.

Do not use this word in formal
contexts. It is considered slang.

What is the di�erence between
“homophone” and “homonym”?
(P.V.V.S. Lakshmi, Kakinada)
In everyday contexts these two words are
used interchangeably. But there is a
di�erence in meaning between the two.
The word “homophone” comes from the
Greek “homo” meaning “same” and
“phone” meaning “sound”. Strictly
speaking therefore, the word homophone
is used to refer to words which sound
alike, although they have a di�erent
spelling and meaning. Here are a few
examples: mail, male; wear, ware; metal,
mettle; etc. A homonym, on the other
hand, is used to refer to words which
have the same spelling and pronunciation
but have a di�erent meaning. For
example May (month), may (possibility);
can (be able), can (put something in
container); bear (the animal), bear (to
carry). As I mentioned earlier, this
distinction is seldom maintained in
everyday conversation. People in general
tend to use “homonym” to mean
“homophone”.

A note about the pronunciation. The
�rst “o” in both the words is pronounced
like the “o” in “hot”, “pot”, and “got”.
The second “o” is like the “a” in “China”.
It’s the �rst syllable which has the stress
in both words. This is one way of
pronouncing the words.

How do you answer someone who
says “Nice to meet you”? (P.
Lokeshwar Rao, Mosopalli)
When you are introduced to someone and
the person says, “Nice to meet you” the
standard reply is “Nice to meet you” with
the emphasis on “you”. It’s like “How do
you do?” When someone says “How do
you do?” your reply is, “How do you do?”.
Other ways of responding to “Nice to
meet you” are “Likewise”, “It’s a pleasure
meeting you”, “Same here”, etc.

Is the word “orange” a Tamil word?
(P. Somasundaram, Chennai)
Many Tamilians would like to think so!
Some argue that the word orange comes
from the Tamil words “six” and “�ve”
respectively. The good news is that the
word does come from an Indian language
— Sanskrit. Scholars who have studied the
origin of words contend that the word
“orange” comes from the Sanskrit
“naranga”.
Published in The Hindu on May 1, 2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

‘M
aglev’ is a portmanteau of
‘magnetic levitation’.
Instead of running on
wheels, maglev

technology uses strong magnetic �elds to
lift the train and move it forward. Since
the train �oats above the track, there is no
rolling friction during normal operations,
nor are operations a�ected by inclement
weather, like rain or snow. The result: the
train can move at extremely high speed,
topping 400 km/hr, while also giving
passengers a smooth ride.

How is a train lifted?
Nature has four fundamental forces: the
two nuclear forces, the electromagnetic
force, and gravity. Of them, gravity is the
weakest by far — around 1039 times
weaker than the electromagnetic force.
This is why a small magnet can stay stuck
to your fridge despite having the entire
gravitational force of the earth pulling it
down. The same idea applies to lifting a
train weighing somewhere from 150 to
500 tonnes.

Engineers get the train to �oat above
the tracks using electromagnetic
suspension (EMS). The train has two
‘arms’ that wrap around the guideway
over which it runs. Strong electromagnets
on these arms point magnetic �elds up
towards the protruding parts of the
guideway. Say you are lifting a bag with
your hand. Your �ngers wrap around the
bag’s strap. The train’s arms do something
like this — they wrap only just halfway,
and from the bottom part, i.e., where the
tip of your �nger would be, exert a
magnetic �eld into the underside of the
strap. When these electromagnets are
turned on, they exert a magnetic �eld that

attracts them towards the guideway, i.e.,
your �ngers would be attracted towards
the strap. As a result, the train is pushed
upwards. The train is �t with sensors that
help it �oat around 10 mm above the
guideway at all times.

In a closely related technology called
electrodynamic suspension (EDS), there
are superconducting magnets on the train
that are cooled to a very low temperature.
When the train moves, the magnets that
move with it induce an electric current in
coils built into the sides of the tracks. (The
phenomenon is called electromagnetic
induction.) The result is a repulsive force
that pushes the train up. Since the
magnets have to move to induce the
current, the train often needs to be
travelling at around 100 km/hr before the
e�ect can kick in, and until then it uses
wheels. The train also hovers higher
above the track, at around 100 mm.

But in exchange for requiring wheels,
EDS can support higher speeds. EMS
systems operate at around or under 500
km/hr whereas the SCMAGLEV EDS
system in Japan achieved 603 km/hr
during testing in 2015.

How does the train move forward?
The walls of the guideway are lined with
coils that carry an alternating current
(AC). This current creates a magnetic �eld
that constantly shifts its poles (north to
south) along the track. The magnets on
the train are attracted to the ‘opposite’
pole ahead and repelled by the ‘like’ pole
behind. As a result, the train is
simultaneously pulled forward from the
front and pushed forward from the back.
And to make the train go faster, engineers
just need to increase the frequency of the
AC.

Similarly, the current is used to switch

the direction of the magnetic �eld to slow
the train or altogether stop it. This
process may also use regenerative braking
to divert the energy ‘saved’ by braking to
the electric grid.

If a fast-moving maglev train starts to
drift, there are magnets on the sides that
repel/attract accordingly to ensure it stays
centered. For emergencies or when the
magnetic braking fails, the system is also
�t with friction brakes. They come in two
forms, although there are other
technologies as well. One: the maglev
train is also �t with ‘regular’ auxiliary
wheels, and these wheels have a braking
system akin to those in other trains and
cars. Two: braking pads between the
guideway and the train apply friction to
further slow it down.

What are the downsides of maglev?
The maglev system including the
guideway cannot reuse existing
guideways and stations vis-à-vis
non-maglev trains. It needs its own. And
this infrastructure is very expensive as the
guideway needs to have magnets and coils
with precision engineering.

The Shanghai Maglev, which was
completed in 2004, cost ₹580 crore to
₹720 crore per kilometre (adjusted for
in�ation). This is excluding the cost of
preparing the local terrain �rst — and
operational costs like maintenance. Ergo,
there needs to be very high and
consistent passenger demand. Otherwise,
the economics won’t work out.

On the engineering front, while there is
no rolling friction, a train moving very
fast — especially over 300 km/hr —
experiences aerodynamic resistance due
to the �ow of air around the train’s body.
This is why maglev trains have
aerodynamic designs (which can add to

the cost), including a front portion that
resembles a bird’s beak.

Is maglev technology used elsewhere?
Maglev is essential about using magnetic
�elds to support or move objects — a
use-case that arises in many enterprises.
High-speed turbines and compressors
suspend their rotating shafts in a
magnetic �eld instead of conventional
bearings, minimising mechanical contact
and allowing the blades to turn faster.
Similarly, modern aircraft carriers use the
linear motor technology that pushes
maglev trains forward to accelerate
aircraft on the vessels’ runways.

Factory automation systems also use it
to achieve the rapid, precise motion
crucial in semiconductor manufacturing,
food and medicine packaging, CNC
machining, inspection cameras involving
lasers or X-rays, and DNA sequencing,
among others.

Scientists have also used magnetic
�elds to levitate biological samples, liquid
droplets, molten metals, and even small
animals for experiments. Following a
suggestion by his wife, the British
physicists Andre Geim and Michael Berry
used a magnetic �eld to levitate a frog in
1997. This was possible because a form of
magnetism called diamagnetism gives all
materials a very weak magnetic �eld. The
duo had to work out the strength of the
�eld required to ‘cancel out’ the
gravitational force exerted on the frog by
the earth. Thus, they were able to get the
frog to �oat using a 10-tesla magnet.

For this work the duo won an Ig Nobel
Prize in 2000. Today, Geim remains the
only scientist to have won both an Ig
Nobel Prize and a Nobel Prize. Berry is
also a noted physicist, known for his work
on semi-classical physics.

How magnetic levitation lifts and propels
high-speed maglev trains
Maglev trains use powerful magnetic �elds to move above the track without wheels, eliminating rolling friction, enabling speeds of over 400 km/hr;

however, the technology requires dedicated guideways with precision engineering, making construction and operation expensive

BUILDING BLOCKS

Engineers get the train to float above the tracks using electromagnetic suspension. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Vasudevan Mukunth
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IndiGo on Monday announced the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with CFM
International to order more than 1,000 LEAP-1A
engines for the 510 Airbus A320neo family
aircraft it has on order. The deal marks the
largest single order ever placed for LEAP engines
and sets a new record for CFM International. The
MoU also covers CFM International’s support for
setting up IndiGo’s upcoming engine
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) facility.

IndiGo to order 1,000 engines
from CFM International

INBRIEF
�

Bondada Engineering has bagged an engineering,
procurement and construction (EPC) package
from NTPC Renewable Energy (NTPC REL) for
developing a 100 MWh Vanadium Redox Flow
Battery Energy Storage System (VRFB BESS) at
Khavda Solar Park in Gujarat, with Delectrik
Systems as the technology partner. The project
will leverage VRFB technology that o�ers several
advantages over conventional lithium iron
phosphate (LFP) battery systems. 

Bondada bags NTPC order for
100 MWh battery storage 

India on Monday announced it had joined the
WTO’s agreement on �sheries subsidies, which
prohibits government support to illegal �shing
activities and over-exploitation of stocks. The
agreement focuses on subsidies related to marine
wild capture �shing and �shing-related activities
at sea. It was adopted by consensus at the 12th
WTO Ministerial Conference in Geneva in 2022
and the �rst multilateral WTO agreement with an
environmental sustainability objective. PTI

India joins WTO’s agreement
on �sheries subsidies

T
he Supreme Court
on Monday ob-
served that the

practice of insurers draft-
ing “ambiguous” and
“sloppy” insurance poli-
cies to escape liabilities
they ought to bear had
caused ordinary policyhol-
ders to su�er. The court
said such “uncertainty”
was also creating hurdles
in the timely disposal of
motor accident compensa-
tion claims.

A Bench of Justices San-
jay Karol and N. Kotiswar
Singh observed that insu-
rance companies must use
clear and precise language
while drafting standard-
form insurance contracts
to avoid multiple interpre-
tations. 

“When the party with
all the drafting power
writes an ambiguous poli-
cy, it is the ordinary policy-
holder who su�ers. Insur-
ers have, in many cases,
exploited this ambiguity,
either to escape liability
which they should rightful-
ly bear, or, conversely,
found themselves bur-
dened with liability they
never intended to assume
simply because their poli-
cy language was sloppy,”
the Bench observed.

The observations came
while the court was hear-
ing an appeal �led by the
Oriental Insurance Compa-
ny against a February 4,
2025 judgment of the
Chhattisgarh High Court

directing it to pay ₹32.67
lakh as compensation in a
motor accident claim.

The case arose from an
accident involving a vehi-
cle insured with the com-
pany, which was carrying
passengers on a religious
tour to various destina-
tions in Nepal. The vehicle
collided with a hill, killing
three persons, including
the driver, Riaz Khan, and
passenger Harish Yadav. 

Following the accident,
Mr. Yadav’s wife, children
and mother �led a claim
petition before the Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT) seeking compensa-
tion of ₹48.99 lakh.

The Tribunal directed
the owner of the vehicle to
pay the compensation
along with interest at 6%
per annum from October
22, 2011, the date of institu-
tion of the claim petition. 

However, the High
Court modi�ed the award
and held the insurer liable
to satisfy the claim instead

of the vehicle owner.
The Bench also ex-

pressed reservations about
the manner in which or-
ders were being passed by
MACTs, observing that ma-
ny were devoid of “adeq-
uate and clear reasoning”. 

It said that unless this
was addressed, claim peti-
tions would continue to be
delayed and appeals would
continue to rise.

“In certain cases that
have come up before this
Court, including the pre-
sent one, the tone, tenor
and extent of the orders
passed by the concerned
Tribunals has caused us
considerable disturbance.
In this case, for example,
the Tribunal elaborately
recorded the submissions
and evidence. However,
their correlation with the
facts of the case, and the
e�ect of this correlation on
the ultimate outcome, was
lacking,” the judgment by
Justice Karol said.

The insurance company

had contended that since
the accident had occurred
outside the territory of In-
dia, the policy did not cov-
er the claim. The Bench,
however, rejected the con-
tention, holding that if the
insurer intended to ex-
clude coverage for acci-
dents occurring outside In-
dia, it ought to have
“expressly mentioned” so
in the policy. It noted that
the o�ending vehicle had
been lawfully permitted to
travel into Nepal only after
the authorities at the inter-
national border post were
satis�ed that all legal re-
quirements had been com-
plied with.

“It should have e�ec-
tively and clearly commun-
icated the terms of the con-
tract, as the terms are
unilaterally drafted by the
insurer only. Essentially,
‘Cover what you want. Ex-
clude what you want. But
make sure you do it clearly.
Sloppy drafting could cost
you something’..,” the
Bench said.

It added that where the
terms of an insurance poli-
cy are capable of more
than one interpretation,
courts should adopt the in-
terpretation that best ad-
vances the bene�cial ob-
ject of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988.

Accordingly, the top
court directed that if cross-
border coverage is exclud-
ed, insurance policies must
expressly state so and in-
form policyholders that
they would be required to
obtain a separate endorse-

ment before undertaking
inter-country travel.

‘No clari�cation’
The court also pointed to a
regulatory vacuum govern-
ing cross-border insurance
coverage. It observed that
while the Inter-Country
Transport Vehicles Rules,
2021 provide a legal frame-
work for Indian vehicles to
travel abroad under valid
inter-country permits,
they do not clarify whether
a domestic insurance poli-
cy extends to the country
where the vehicle is per-
mitted to operate.

“It appears that there is,
as of today, no clear sta-
tute, binding precedent or
regulatory clari�cation in
force that clari�es the ex-
tension of insurance poli-
cies for cross-border travel.
This uncertainty causes
hurdles in deciding motor
accident claims in a timely
and e�cient manner, the-
reby a�ecting the clai-
mants the most,” the
Bench said.

To address this lacuna,
the Bench advised the In-
surance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), the regulato-
ry authority for the insu-
rance sector, to consider is-
suing a master circular
standardising cross-border
coverage clauses across all
motor insurance policies.

The court accordingly
directed the insurance
company to deposit the
claim amount within four
weeks and disposed of the
appeal.

Insurance �rms using ‘ambiguous’,
‘sloppy’ terms to evade liability: SC

When the party with all drafting power writes an ambiguous policy,

it is the policyholder who su�ers, says SC. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

Bench observes that insurers exploit the ambiguity to either evade liability which they should rightfully bear, or conversely

found themselves burdened with liability they never intended to assume simply because their policy language was sloppy 

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI Notwithstanding a series of

measures taken in the re-
cent past to popularise bio-
fuel blending, the Centre
informed on Monday that
no decision had been ta-
ken to increase the blend-
ing quantum with petrol
beyond the present 20%.

The government further
added that no decision had
been taken to blend etha-
nol with diesel for com-
mercial usage.

“At present, no decision
has been taken by the go-
vernment to increase etha-
nol blending in petrol
beyond 20% or to intro-
duce ethanol blending in
diesel for commercial use,”
Suresh Gopi, Minister of
State in the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas,
told Rajya Sabha while res-
ponding to a query.

“Any future decision, if
considered, will be based
on comprehensive scientif-
ic evaluation, vehicle com-
patibility studies, stakehol-
der consultations and the
availability of adequate
domestic production ca-
pacity,” he added.

However, the govern-
ment, had in June this year,
exempted petrol blended
with higher quantum of
ethanol, that is, 22-30%,
from the levy of central ex-
cise duties in an e�ort to
boost biofuel blending.

Further, the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) had
noti�ed the technical stan-
dards to be adhered to if it
was to be rolled out
commercially.

No decision
on ethanol
blending with
petrol beyond
20%: MoS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Bengaluru-headquartered
Indo MIM Ltd., a precision
engineering manufacturer,
on Monday �xed a price
band of ₹461-485 per share
for its ₹3,812 crore initial
public o�ering (IPO),
which will hit the market
on July 23. The maiden o�-
er consists of a fresh issue
of equity shares worth
₹500 crore and an o�er for
sale (OFS) of up to 6.82
crore equity shares by the
existing shareholders. At
the upper end of the price
band, Indo MIM is valued
at almost ₹24,000 crore.

The company plans to
use the proceeds of the
fresh issue for repaying
loans. The issue will close
on July 27. 

Indo MIM’s
₹3,812 cr. IPO
price band set
at ₹461-₹485

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Chennai headquartered In-
dian Overseas Bank (IOB)
saw its net pro�t rise 49.3%
to ₹1,659 crore for the
quarter ended June. Net in-
terest income (NII)
climbed 34.3% year-on-
year to ₹3,688 crore. 

Domestic NIM (net inter-
est margin) increased to
3.48% while Global NIM
rose to 3.37%.

Total business went up
17.7% to ₹6,98,325 crore.
Deposits grew by 13.72% to
₹3,76,193 crore. For the
quarter, the bank saw sav-
ings bank deposits rise 18%
to ₹1,27,262 crore. The len-
der expanded domestic
network to 3,522 branches
with the addition of 28 new
branches during Q1.

IOB Q1 net
pro�t climbs
49.3% to
₹1,659 crore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIThe Reserve Bank of In-

dia’s (RBI) foreign currency
swap facility operational-
ised through Foreign Cur-
rency Non-Resident-Bank
(FCNR(B)) deposits, exter-
nal commercial borrow-
ings (ECBs) and overseas
foreign currency borrow-
ings (OFCBs) to mobilise
foreign exchange has gen-
erated more than $20 bil-
lion, according to data re-
leased by the RBI. 

“The swap facility has
seen avid interest and at-
tracted steady forex in-
�ows since June 8, 2026,”
the RBI said.

Based on the data re-
ceived from authorised
dealer banks of forex in-
�ows mobilised till July 17,
was $20.72 billion in all.

This includes $17.4 bil-

lion via FCNR (B), $1.97 bil-
lion via OFCBs and $1.34
via ECBs.

To strengthen India’s
balance of payments and
incentivise capital in�ows,
the central bank had on
June 5 announced a series
of measures, including a fa-
cility for o�ering conces-
sional swaps for fresh
FCNR(B) deposits, OFCB
and ECB in�ows.

RBI special swap sees
over $20 bn in�ow

Banks have been asked to 

mobilise maximum forex. 

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Shares of India’s largest
private sector lender HDFC
Bank on Monday slid
5.08% ₹777.95 apiece on
the NSE on investor con-
cern over its �rst quarter
(Q1 FY27) performance. 

The fall resulted in sha-
reholders’ wealth erosion
of ₹74,250 crore in one day.
As per NSE data, the mar-
ket cap of the bank is down
to ₹11,88,000 crore from
₹12,62,250 crore on Friday.

The bank had on Satur-
day reported a 5% growth
in net pro�t to ₹19,060
crore viewed as below-
market expectation.

While HDFC Bank saw
5% growth in Q1 net pro�t,
peers ICICI Bank and Axis
Bank on the same day re-
ported 16% and 23%
growth respectively in net
pro�t to ₹14,805 crore and
₹7,114 crore.

This comparison
brought HDFC Bank’s un-
derperformance to the
fore, said analysts.

NIM drops
Although HDFC Bank re-
ported pro�t growth and
healthy expansion in loans
and deposits, investors
reacted negatively as the
bank’s net interest margin
(NIM), a key performance
indicator. slid to 3.26% or
signi�cantly below the le-
vels seen before the bank’s
merger with HDFC Ltd.

This was owing to rising
cost of funds, intense com-
petition for deposits and
pressure on lending yields,
analysts said adding this

would keep pressure on
the bank’s performance in
the coming quarters.

Several brokerages
downgraded ratings of the
bank following the results,
adding to the negative sen-
timent in the market.

The bank had been on
the radar since former part
time chairman Atanu
Chakraborty stepped
down abruptly citing ethi-
cal concerns. The bank
named ex-Finance Secre-
tary Rajiv Kumar in his
place, which the RBI ap-
proved. It also named Pu-
neet Sharma as the new
CFO to replace Srinivasan
Vaidyanathan who will re-
tire in November. 

HDFC Bank stock plunges over 5% 
on investor concern over earnings 
Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Investors lost 74,250 cr. in a day

Natco Pharma’s shares
were in the spotlight on
Monday after it received
tentative approval from the
U.S. FDA for Olaparib, 100
mg, and 150 mg, which are
bioequivalent to AstraZe-
neca Pharmaceuticals’ re-
ferenced drug Lynparza
used in the treatment of
certain types of cancer.

The shares of the gener-
ic drugmaker touched
more than 4% intra-day be-
fore ending the day less
than 1% higher at ₹950.55
each. Natco Pharma said it
would be manufacturing

Olaparib tablets while its
partner Alembic Pharma-
ceuticals would be distri-
buting the product in the
U.S. Olaparib tablets had
estimated sales of around
$1.4 billion in the U.S. for 12
months ending March
2026 as per industry sales
data. The Para IV litigation,
a statutory mechanism to
resolve drug patent dis-
putes, is on-going, it said.

Natco Pharma gets
U.S. FDA nod for
generic cancer drug

Natco shares touched
over 4% intra-day
before ending less
than 1% higher at
₹950.55 each

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Honeywell Aerospace on
Monday said that Aero-
mexico, the national air-
line of Mexico, would
adopt its advanced runway
safety technology, known
as Surface Alerts (SURF-A),
across the carrier’s entire
Boeing 737 NG and 737
MAX �eet of 100 aircraft. 

Interestingly, Arizona-
based Honeywell Aeros-
pace said, its team in Ben-
galuru, where it has over
2,500 engineers, was in-
volved in the development
of the SURF-A product that
was selected by Aeromexi-

co. According to Honey-
well Aerospace, SURF-A
sends pilots real-time aural
and visual alerts when they
are on a trajectory to col-
lide with another aircraft
on the runway. 

It uses GPS data, auto-
matic dependent surveil-
lance-broadcast (ADS-B)
equipment and advanced
software analytics to pin-
point the exact location of
tra�c hazards and provide
warnings at approximately
30 and 15 seconds before
impact. Pilots hear the al-
ert and also see a “Tra�c
on runway” alert on cock-
pit displays if on a potential
collision course.

Mexican airline to
use Honeywell Aero
runway safety tech
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The operating environ-
ment for the Indian beer
industry became increas-
ingly challenging during
�scal FY26, particularly
due to the escalation of
tensions in West Asia, said
Vivek Gupta, Managing Di-
rector & CEO of United
Breweries Ltd. (UBL).

“And it [market] conti-
nues to remain complex
and evolving. Volatility
across global supply
chains, impacting input
costs, packaging materials,
and energy prices across
the industry, supply-side
disruptions, including can
shortages, partly due to
regulatory changes and
more recently due to mid-
dle east related geopolitical
tensions which have im-

pacted global energy mar-
kets, logistics networks,
and supply chains, have
led to elevated input costs
and increased uncertainty
across manufacturing eco-
systems,” Mr. Gupta said in
the company’s annual re-
port released on Monday.

For businesses, these
disruptions directly in-
�uenced key cost drivers
such as freight, packaging,
and energy, he said ad-
ding, a pragmatic ap-

proach towards pricing
and trade investments
would ensure business sus-
tainability and ability to na-
vigate near-term volatility.

However, he said, India
remained one of the most
attractive beer markets glo-
bally, driven by favourable
demographics, rapid ur-
banisation, and evolving
consumption patterns.

”With nearly 23 million
consumers entering the le-
gal drinking age each year,
along with a shift towards
nuclear households and in-
creasing social occasions,
the category continues to
o�er signi�cant headroom
for growth. However, a�or-
dability and accessibility
remain key constraints in
several states due to pric-
ing and taxation struc-
tures,’’ Mr. Gupta said.

The fundamental

growth drivers in the beer
sector were found to be fa-
vourable demographics,
rising aspirations, increas-
ing disposable incomes,
premiumisation, and
evolving consumer prefe-
rences toward responsible
choices, all of which conti-
nue to be �rmly in place.

Anand Kripalu, Chair-
person, UBL said, in a year
impacted by weather-relat-
ed disruptions and a�orda-
bility pressures, conviction
in the category’s long-term
trajectory continues to re-
main strong. “We remain
con�dent about the long-
term prospects of the beer
category in India.”

According to Mr. Kripa-
lu, beer continues to be
one of the most underpe-
netrated segments within
the broader alcoholic bev-
erages landscape in India

Beer industry saw a challenging time
due to West Asia crisis, says UBL MD
Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Vivek Gupta
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F
ive years ago PayPal
was a Wall Street fa-
vourite and a leader

in digital payments. Since
then the stock has
plunged, Apple Pay domi-
nates payment services in
the U.S. and PayPal is fac-
ing takeover bid it does not
like. What happens next?

The company synony-
mous with digital pay-
ments this past week got a
$53 billion o�er to be taken
private by upstart rival
Stripe and buyout shop Ad-
vent International. 

PayPal’s board is dis-
cussing the bid but be-
lieves $60.50 a share is not
enough, people familiar
with the company said.

It is a comedown for a
company that helped to
pioneer e-commerce and
email-based payments,
launching the careers of-
tech titans Elon Musk and
Peter Thiel in the process. 

Founded in 1998, the
San Jose, California, �rm
was acquired by eBay in
2002 and spun o� as an in-
dependent company in
2015. Continued growth
pushed its market value as
high as $360 billion in
2021.

Slowdown woes
But since then its growth
has slowed and competi-
tion intensi�ed, while mul-
tiple attempts in recent

years to jumpstart its busi-
ness have borne little fruit.

Dealmakers are now
weighing the value of Pay-
Pal’s sprawling payments
ecosystem, from its 400
million-plus consumer ac-
counts to its merchant
checkout business, raising
the question of whether
the company is worth
more as a single entity or
as a collection of assets,
such as the Venmo peer-to-
peer payment app, that
could be sold o� in pieces.

PayPal declined to com-
ment for this story.

In February, when the
company named a new
CEO, it acknowledged a
need to address its position
relative to competitors and
within the broader indus-
try landscape.

“While some progress
has been made in a num-

ber of areas over the last
two years, the pace of
change and execution was
not inline with the board’s
expectations,” it said.

Enrique Lores, who
took over as CEO in March,
has not commented on
whether PayPal would pur-
sue a sale.

While bigger rivals such
as Apple, Google and Sam-
sung and upstarts includ-
ing Stripe and A�rm re-

lentlessly rolled out new
ways for consumers and
businesses to pay for goods
and services, analysts say
PayPal was slow to explore
opportunities in digital
banking and commerce, or
to o�er fresh options when
more people were using
their phones to pay.

“Why bother becoming
a digital bank if you can
just be the world’s biggest
checkout button?” said
Dan Dolev, senior analyst
at Mizuho. “I think it was
too easy to drink the honey
straight from the checkout
jar.” Investors and industry
executives are frustrated
with PayPal’s perfor-
mance, said one source fa-
miliar with the company’s
deliberations. PayPal start-
ed before the iPhone even
existed, but last year Apple
Pay’s U.S. market share ex-

ceeded PayPal’s by 10 per-
centage points, according
to PYMNTS Intelligence, a
research company.

Lags many rivals
PayPal has also lagged ma-
ny rivals in adopting AI and
pushing into agentic com-
merce, in which AI agents
negotiate and complete
purchases on user’s behalf.

Owen Lau, an analyst at
�nancial services �rm
Clear Street in New York,
said PayPal prioritised win-
ning market share by pric-
ing aggressively, but failed
to charge enough to gener-
ate attractive returns. Clear
Street began coverage of
PayPal this past week with
a hold rating and a price
target of $61 a share, com-
pared with a $57.09 stock
price on Friday.

Lau said growth has
slowed across key parts of
the business, including
Venmo, while newer pro-
ducts such as buy now, pay
later have not panned out.
PayPal’s user base has pla-
teaued, he said, making
growth a secondary con-
cern to boosting pro�ts
from existing customers.

“They just want to win
market share,” he said, ad-
ding “they’re not charging
appropriately, and they’re
losing momentum in other
parts of the business.”

The company has had
three CEOs in four years
and this March embarked
on its second turnaround
e�ort since long time chief
Dan Schulman stepped

aside in 2023.

Bid may be raised
A technology executive fa-
miliar with the matter said
last year a deal with Ope-
nAI to embed the PayPal
digital wallet and process-
ing into ChatGPT spurred a
clash between the board
and the executive team led
by Alex Chriss, the CEO
who succeeded Schulman.
Chriss departed following
Lores’ appointment, after
the board asked to delay
the deal.

Still, the board is unlike-
ly to support a deal at $53
billion, said another per-
son familiar with the
company.

Some discussions at the
board level have centered
on whether the bid is
enough to even warrant
opening negotiations, the
person said. The board is
weighing whether the com-
pany could be worth more
based on its intent to hit
milestones in its latest tur-
naround plan, the source
added.

The sources spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss private delibera-
tions. Wall Street analysts
believe Stripe and Advent
can a�ord to pay more,
and will. 

They have assembled
$17 billion in equity, Reu-

ters has reported, and have
raised $50 billion in bank
�nancing, potentially giv-
ing them the capacity to
raise their o�er.

How PayPal went from Wall Street
favorite to unwilling merger target

In focus: PayPal and Stripe logos are seen in this illustration. REUTERS

Investors believe PayPal has lost its way as rivals introduced new payment methods; company’s attempts to retrench have not convinced market; bid

of $53 billion not enough for board of directors’ approval, sources say; many question whether company can attract better o�ers

Reuters

Last year, a deal with
OpenAI to embed the
PayPal digital wallet and
processing into ChatGPT
spurred a clash between
the board and the
executive team

NEWS ANALYSIS

The global arti�cial intelligence (AI) boom has
propelled ASML to the top of Europe’s stock
market, as soaring demand for AI computer chips
�ows to the Dutch company that dominates the
market for the equipment needed to make them.
After blowout second quarter earnings, investors
and analysts are asking a once far-fetched
question: could ASML become Europe’s �rst ever
trillion-dollar �rm?

Key obstacles include doubts over how long
Google, Amazon,and other hyperscalers will
keep spending heavily on data centres, and
whether ASML, its suppliers and customers such
as TSMC and Samsung can execute expansion
plans. But after ASML shares spiked 60% this
year to push the �rm close to a $700 billion
valuation, investors and analysts say the
trillion-dollar scenario is plausible.

“I think it has a really good chance of being the
�rst company in Europe to hit the trillion mark,”
said Carolyn Bell, lead portfolio manager for
Stonehage Fleming’s Global BestIdeas, adding
ASML accounted for about 8% of the portfolio.

Analyst upgrades after the second quarter
show it’s no pipe
dream. Barclays,
Susquehanna and
Bernstein now have

12-monthprice targets above $2,600 per share - a
49% rise from current levels and the rough
threshold for a $1 trillion market cap.

ASML is the only seller of extreme ultraviolet
(EUV) lithography tools required to print the
minute circuitry of the most advanced logic and
memory chips. Investors compare its business to
selling picks and shovels during a gold rush.

Unique assets
John Lamb of Capital Group, whose funds hold
around 5% of ASML shares worth $35 billion,
praised it as a long-term holding for its “unique
assets and wide moats”.

“The fundamentals for the industry as a whole
appear stronger than ever and ASML occupies a
critical space,” he said. ASML has overtaken and
is now streaking away from other leading
European companies Roche, LVMH,
NovoNordisk, AstraZeneca and SAP.

Bene�t via upgrade cycle 
Shares trade at 38 times forecast earnings for
2027, according to LSEG data, well above
multiples for top ASML customer TSMC, which
manufactures the AI chips designed by Nvidia
and used by OpenAI, Anthropic and the
hyperscaler �rms.

ASML investors and analysts said to justify the
premium and grow into that valuation several
things need to go right, notably continuing
hyperscaler demand.

Trent Masters of Alphinity Investment
Management, which has about 3% of its portfolio
in ASML, warned that “any cooling of this will
�ow through to ASML’s earnings”.

He said other threats include ASML’s ability to
manage its supply chain and geopolitical risks,
though he is “on balance very positive” about the
company’s outlook. U.S. lawmakers have
proposed the MATCH Act, a law that could curtail
ASML’s sales and servicing of equipment in China
- a market where ASML expects to have 20% of
sales in 2026.

Analysts said there are also reasons ASML
could keep growing even amid an AI slowdown.

Kinngai Chan of Summit Insights Group said AI
memory chipmakers such as SK Hynix, Samsung
and Micron are shifting production away from
processes that use ASML’s older DUV tools
toward new and pricier EUV tools, a pro�table
“upgrade cycle”.

ASML “can surely be” Europe’s �rst
trillion-dollar �rm, ING analyst Marc Hesselink
said. And then there is the possibility that chip
demand accelerates. The new Terafab plant
planned by Elon Musk in Texas to supply SpaceX
and Tesla is a new source of revenue for ASML.

Antoine Hucher of Aviva Investors said if the
company executed its strategy well and AI
demand held up, ASML would keep growing,
though nothing was certain. “ASML could well
become the �rst European company to reach a $1
trillion market cap,” he said. “However, the
volatility we have seen with AI stocks in the last
few weeks suggests the journey to this
achievement won’t be a straight line.”

Could AI chip
boom turn
ASML �rst $tn
�rm in
Europe? 

More valuable: An engineer works on a a lithography

system at ASML in Veldhoven, the Netherlands. REUTERS

Reuters
AMSTERDAM
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For some 40 years, Suzuki
cars dominated India’s
roads. The Japanese com-
pany’s relentless focus on
keeping prices and run-
ning costs low put millions
of people behind the
wheel. Hatchbacks made
by its Indian arm Maruti
Suzuki commanded bet-
ween half and four-�fths of
the country’s new car sales
in recent decades.

But as Indians got rich-
er, they gravitated to bigger
and �ashier rides – and the
automaker’s emphasis on
a�ordability started to be-
come a drag. Maruti Suzu-
ki’s share of the world’s
third-largest autos market
now lingers at around 39%,
near an all-time low.

Suzuki’s struggles re-
�ect how cost-sensitive
managers in Japan were
slow to adapt to the chang-
ing tastes of newly a�uent
Indians, four people fami-
liar with its business told
Reuters. Executives, the
people said, for years felt
that demand for sunroofs,
advanced technology and
SUVs hadn’t trumped
questions of a�ordability
for Indians.

Reuters is reporting for
the �rst time details about
the deliberations between
Indian and Japanese o�-
cials at Suzuki as they
struggled to pivot beyond a
long-successful strategy
that emphasised value be-
fore everything else.

Adding sunroofs
Maruti Suzuki managers
�rst �oated the idea of ad-
ding sunroofs about a de-
cade ago, the people said.
But Japanese bosses consi-
dered the feature – which

has become a symbol of
upward mobility in India –
impractical given India’s
extreme heat and dusty
roads. They worried that
adding a more powerful air
conditioning unit and
strengthening the cabin to
accommodate the panel
would increase costs and
distract from Suzuki’s mis-
sion of providing a�orda-
ble transport.

The carmaker didn’t in-
troduce sunroofs until
2022. By then, fast-growing
domestic rivals Tata Mo-
tors and Mahindra & Ma-
hindra— which both cur-
rently have a market share
of around 14% — had sun-
roofs as standard features
on between a quarter and
a third of their cars sold in
India, according to data
from auto research �rm JA-
TO Dynamics.

Market erosion
This account of the mis-
steps that eroded Suzuki’s
iron grip on India and its
subsequent e�orts to woo
customers back is based on
interviews with more than
20 people, including exec-
utives, suppliers and oth-
ers with direct knowledge
of the automaker and its
Indian business. Most
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were

not allowed to talk to the
media.

Maruti’s head of corpo-
rate a�airs, Rahul Bharti,
said in an interview that Ja-
panese managers were not
reluctant to embrace the
changing tastes of local
customers. Instead, he
said, they had prioritised
factors such as cost and cli-
mate, as well as emissions
and safety considerations.

Indian and Japanese ex-
ecutives engage in “exten-
sive” talks before introduc-
ing products and new
features, Bharti said. Maru-
ti’s market share had de-
clined recently because of
a collapse in demand for
small cars, the automak-
er’s slow rollout of SUVs
and its 2020 decision to
stop selling diesel cars, he
added.

While it is committed to
building a�ordable and
compact models, Suzuki
has now directed local
managers to “pay more at-
tention to the Indian cus-
tomer,” he said.

Tata and Mahindra did
not return requests for
comment.

To be sure, Maruti Suzu-
ki still runs a lucrative busi-
ness in India. Revenue has
more than doubled over
the last �ve years to $19 bil-
lion and pro�t tripled to

$1.5 billion as margins im-
proved. About 60% of the
3.3 million cars Suzuki sold
in the last �nancial year
were in India, and Maruti
contributed nearly half of
its pro�t. But while it is
making more money from
selling fewer cars, the com-
pany has fallen short of
chief executive Toshihiro
Suzuki’s goal of owning
half the market.

Maruti Suzuki also risks
being seen by younger
drivers as a ‘brand for their
parents or grandparents,’
said Toshihide Kinoshita,
an automotive analyst at
Nomura Securities.

In India, the typical
buyer of a new car is in
their mid-30s. The average
age in the United States is
51, according to data from
Cox Automotive.

People’s car
Japanese car manufactur-
ers increasingly see India,
the world’s fastest-growing
major economy, as a
lifeline.

Many face an existential
threat in traditional strong-
holds like Southeast Asia
from the low costs and fast-
paced innovation of Chi-
nese rivals. They are also
being squeezed by tari�s in
the U.S. and slow growth at
home as Japan’s popula-
tion shrinks. Chinese elec-
tric vehicle (EV) makers,
however, are largely shut
out of India, which has in-
creased scrutiny of invest-
ments from China after a
deadly border clash bet-
ween the two countries in
2020. 

Japanese carmakers
sense the opportunity:
Toyota and Suzuki have an-
nounced plans to spend a
cumulative $11 billion to ex-
pand manufacturing and
other operations in India
by 2030.

Maruti Suzuki is now a

symbol of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s push to
turn India into a global ma-
nufacturing hub.

Suzuki �rst invested in
Maruti in the early 1980s
when the Indian brand was
state-owned. 

The Maruti 800 arrived
in 1983. It was priced at
around $9,000 in in�ation-
adjusted dollars and be-
came synonymous with In-
dia’s modernisation. Over
three decades, Maruti sold
nearly 3 million of the
small hatchbacks. Such
was the scale of Suzuki’s
dominance in India that its
former CEO Osamu Suzuki
said he aimed to keep a
50% market share “for
eternity.”

India’s economy has
grown some 18-fold since
Suzuki entered the market.
Yet its cost-control culture
meant managers initially
faced resistance when they
lobbied to o�er advanced
driver assistance systems
that Mahindra introduced
around 2021, some four
years before Maruti, three
people said.

For many buyers, the
modernity and aspiration
that Maruti once repre-
sented is found in Tata and
Mahindra’s feature-laden
SUVs, rather than Maruti’s
workaday models. Maruti
does not have “the bells
and whistles” that custom-
ers now want, said JATO
Dynamics president Ravi
Bhatia. 

One erstwhile loyalist
looking elsewhere is Anil
Tiwari, who is seeking a
car to supplement his fami-
ly’s 17-year-old Maruti Alto
hatchback. The insurance
agent has narrowed his
choices down to a Mahin-
dra or Toyota SUV after his
wife and children demand-
ed a sunroof and a large in-
fotainment display, among
other technologies.

Fight back?
Maruti has been here be-
fore. Its market share
dipped below 40% in 2011,
though newer models and
an expanded sales net-
work helped it recover.

This time, competition
is �ercer. Better equipped
rivals and the fall in market
share mean Suzuki now
faces its toughest situation
in India “in the last 40
years,” chief executive Su-
zuki told reporters at the
Tokyo auto show last year.

In order to regain domi-
nance, Suzuki is expanding
R&D teams at Maruti and
giving executives �exibility
to make more decisions lo-
cally, �ve people told Reu-

ters. It aims to cut the aver-
age product development
time to 36 months from 48
months, four sources said.

Maruti has also built
more car-testing labs in In-
dia to speed up design and
execution, Bharti told Reu-

ters. It has introduced pri-
cier and more design-for-
ward cars, including a
three-row minivan that
starts at about $25,000. It
plans seven more SUVs by
2030, which will join a re-
cently released model that
has a sunroof and ad-
vanced driver assistance
systems.

The brand is also revers-
ing its decision not to use
large display screens in
some vehicles, according
to three sources,who said
Japanese executives had
felt they would be a dis-
traction for drivers.

Bharti said Maruti and
Suzuki executives had dis-
cussed those concerns.
Large displays and similar
features are always “on the
cards,” he said, though it
continues to weigh cus-
tomer demand against the
realities of Indian driving
conditions.

Japan’s Suzuki’s no-frills cars once ruled India;
expands R&D as buyers demand lots of frills

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Out of touch: Employees check a fully assembled car at the

manufacturing plant of Maruti Suzuki in Manesar, Haryana. REUTERS

INSIGHT
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Palestinian group Hamas said on Monday that it had elected Khalil

al-Hayya, the group’s negotiator in indirect truce talks with Israel, as

the head of its political bureau. Hamas’s armed wing, the Ezzedine

Al-Qassam Brigades, also declared their “full support”. Mr. Hayya

succeeds Yahya al-Sinwar who was killed by Israel in 2024. AFP

Khalil al-Hayya, Hamas’ negotiator
in Gaza talks, named group chief

GAZA CITY

AFP (FILE PHOTO)
X

At least 930 people, including 36 health workers, have died in

Congo’s Ebola outbreak, the country’s Ministry of Health said on

Monday, with 37 new deaths recorded between Friday and

Saturday, one of the highest totals. There is no approved vaccine for

the Bundibugyo virus responsible for the current outbreak. AP

Ebola death toll in Congo rises 
to 930, including health workers

BUNIA

REUTERS
X

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Sunday that Iran is

using the Strait of Hormuz as leverage, adding that other countries

must put pressure to protect global shipping. “Iran want to control

the straits and hold that as leverage... the U.S. will do what it needs

to, but other nations need to step up and provide help,” he said. AFP

Tehran using Hormuz as leverage,
other nations must ‘step up’: Rubio

MARYLAND

AFP

Y
emen’s Iran-backed
Houthis an-
nounced a mari-

time embargo of Saudi Ara-
bia on Monday, stepping
up the U.S.-Iran war as the
rebels threatened the top
oil exporter’s ability to by-
pass the Strait of Hormuz.

Deputy head of the
Houthi media o�ce, Nas-
ruddin Amer, said on X
that the Bab el-Mandeb
strait will be closed in res-
ponse to what he called
Saudi Arabia’s “unjust
blockade on Yemenis for
over 10 years.”

The group’s announce-
ment came as Iran said it
was back to a “full-scale

war” with the United
States.

Houthi military spokes-
person, Yahya Saree, said
in a video statement that
the ban will be e�ective im-
mediately, describing it as

an “equation of ‘an eye for
an eye.’”

“Any foolish act commit-
ted by the reckless Saudi
enemy will be met with a
comprehensive escala-
tion,” Mr. Saree added.

Bab el-Mandeb, at the
southern tip of the Arabian
Peninsula, is the gateway
to the Red Sea through
which around 12% of the
world’s trade passes. The
Houthis earlier demon-
strated their ability to dis-
rupt shipping there when
they targeted ships for
months over the Israel-Ha-
mas war in Gaza, with over
100 vessels attacked.

First �re
Saudi Arabia and the
Houthis traded �re last
week for the �rst time in
years, threatening a 2022
truce that has held despite
expiring.

The exchange of �re was
set o� when an Iranian
plane arriving from Tehran

attempted to land in Sa-
naa, challenging Saudi Ara-
bia’s hegemony over Yeme-
ni skies.

The Houthis’ naval
blockade, if enforced,
could further strain Saudi
Arabia’s economy by cut-
ting o� access to its Red
Sea ports, which have been
vital for oil exports as re-
newed �ghting limits pas-
sage through the Strait of
Hormuz. 

The blockade is also ex-
pected to hurt global mar-
kets that rely on Saudi Ara-
bia — the world’s leading
crude exporter, producing
over 10 million barrels per
day — for their energy
imports.

(With inputs from The
Associated Press)

Houthis declare maritime blockade
of Saudi Arabia at Red Sea gateway

Strategic waterway: Yemeni fishermen pass by a commercial

ship at the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, Yemen. AP

Iran-aligned group based in Yemen says the naval ban at the Bab el-Mandeb Strait will be e�ective immediately, calling the

move an ‘equation of an eye for an eye’; blockade will strain Saudi Arabia’s economy by cutting o� access to its Red Sea ports

Agence France-Presse
SANAA

A Ukrainian drone strike
on a bus in Russia’s Belgo-
rod region killed �ve peo-
ple including a child on
Monday, authorities said,
while Kyiv said Russian
strikes on several Ukrai-
nian cities left at least eight
dead.

Russia has escalated its
bombardment of Ukraine,
killing dozens of people in
missile strikes since the be-
ginning of the month, ac-
cording to Ukrainian auth-
orities. Kyiv has also
intensi�ed its retaliatory
strikes.

In Russia’s Shebekino, a
Ukrainian drone “deliber-
ately and cynically struck a
passenger coach”, the act-
ing Governor of Russia’s
Belgorod region said.

“Five civilians, includ-
ing a minor, were killed as

a result of this attack... In
addition, 23 civilians were
injured, including a teenag-
er,” he added.

In Ukraine, Russian
strikes on the cities of Pav-
lograd and Kramatorsk
killed two people each,
while Russian bombard-
ment of the Ukrainian re-
gions of Odesa and Zapo-
rizhzhia killed four others,
according to Ukrainian
authorities.

Earlier on Monday, Uk-
raine launched scores of
drones at the Moscow re-
gion, sparking �res and
wounding at least 10 peo-
ple, Russia said.

Both Russia and Ukraine
— which deny targeting ci-
vilians — have launched re-
peated strikes on each oth-
er in recent months, as
U.S.-led talks on ending the
nearly four-and-a-half year
con�ict remain stalled.

Ukrainian, Russian strikes
kill over a dozen civilians
Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

Caught in crossfire: Residents look at their ruined home following

a Russian air strike in Zaporizhzhia on Sunday. AP

The Philippine military on
Monday accused China’s
coast guard of allegedly in-
juring a Filipino sailor dur-
ing an incident in the dis-
puted Second Thomas
Shoal in the South China
Sea. 

The military said Chi-
nese coast guard person-
nel aboard a motorboat re-
peatedly struck the sailor
on the head with a wooden
baton, injuring him and da-
maging his smaller vessel.

China’s coast guard res-

ponded by claiming that
two rubber boats belong-
ing to a Filipino vessel had
rammed the Chinese pa-
trol boat. “During the inci-
dent, Philippine personnel
attacked Chinese law en-
forcement personnel using
oars and long sticks,” the
Chinese coast guard said in
a statement on social
media.

The row was just the lat-
est altercation between
Chinese and Philippines
personnel in disputed wa-
ters in the South China
Sea, which Beijing claims
virtually in its entirety. 

China, Philippines
trade barbs in South
China Sea encounter 
Associated Press
MANILA Thousands of Israelis, in-

cluding settlers and right-
wing activists, marched to-
wards the border with Ga-
za on Sunday, calling on
the government to re-esta-
blish Israeli settlements in
the war-shattered Palesti-
nian territory.

The demonstrators
gathered near the border
before walking in large
numbers towards the fence
overlooking northern Ga-
za, where Israeli security
forces were deployed to
prevent participants from
advancing further.

“We are walking today
to tell the government of Is-
rael and show all the world
that this land belongs to us
and that Gaza really be-

longs to us and that we
want to go back there,” a
participant said.

Another participant said
the event marked what he

viewed as “just the begin-
ning” of a campaign to res-
tore Israeli communities in
the coastal territory.

“We are having a big
march back to the Gaza
Strip, back to where Jews
lived for hundreds, thou-
sands of years,” he said, ad-
ding that the 2005 withdra-
wal had been temporary.

Previous marches have
likewise sought to pressure
the government of Prime
Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu to re-establish set-
tlements in the territory—
much of which has been
rendered uninhabitable by
more than two years of
war.

Thousands of Israelis march seeking
return of settlements in Gaza Strip
Agence France-Presse
TEL AVIV

Settler push: Israeli Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir seen during the

march towards the Gaza Strip in southern Israel on Sunday. REUTERS

X

U.S. President Donald Trump on Monday vowed that Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would not face arrest at a UN summit

in New York, after the city’s Mayor Zohran Mamdani said he was

investigating the move. The International Criminal Court in 2024

issued arrest warrant for Mr. Netanyahu over alleged war crimes. AFP

Trump dismisses Mamdani’s threat
to arrest Netanyahu in New York

WASHINGTON

AP

Chess legend Judit Polgar
on Monday turned down
Hungarian Prime Minister
Peter Magyar’s o�er to join
his push to break with the
Viktor Orban era as the
country’s President. 

The pro-European con-
servative had nominated
Ms. Polgar, widely consi-
dered the greatest woman
to have taken to the che-
quered board, as a �gure
from outside politics to
help carry out his promise
of “regime change” from

Mr. Orban’s hardline 16-
year tenure.

“I do not feel I have the
strength to take on the his-
toric responsibility of unit-
ing a divided nation, and
so I am unable to accept
the invitation,” Ms. Polgar
posted on social media.

“I will do everything in
my power to support a
new, independent, and
respected President of the
Republic in achieving
these goals,” she added.

President Tamas Sulyok
was removed by a constitu-
tional amendment last
week.

Chess legend Judit
Polgar declines post
of Hungary President
Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

Iran is �ghting a “full-scale
war” with the U.S., Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian
said on Monday, as Wash-
ington expanded its strikes
across the Islamic republic
including a city hosting a
nuclear power plant.

Iran kept up its own at-
tacks across the region in
response, with its Revolu-
tionary Guards announc-
ing they had hit targets in
Bahrain, Jordan, and Syria,
while Bahrain said its air
navigation systems were
targeted.

“The reality is that to-
day the Islamic Republic of
Iran is engaged in a full-
scale war,” said Mr. Pezesh-
kian, according to a presi-
dency statement. “We
must be realistic and ac-
cept the natural conse-
quences of this resistance.”

His comments came af-
ter state media and local
authorities reported U.S.
strikes on Monday in the
north and centre of the
country, areas away from
the blockaded Strait of
Hormuz waterway.

Trump threat
U.S. President Donald
Trump warned Iran late on
Monday that it would pay
“many times over” for ev-
ery U.S. soldier it killed.

The new �ghting came
after a weekend in which

the U.S. announced three
new U.S. military fatalities
and one service member
missing in action. 

Despite the latest at-
tacks, Iranian Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baghaei said
diplomatic exchanges with
the U.S. via mediators were
ongoing. 

“Ideas have been con-
veyed to us by certain me-
diators,” he told a press
conference in Tehran.
Iran’s Interior Minister Es-
kandar Momeni was set to

travel to mediator Pakis-
tan’s capital on Monday.

All of the Iranian pro-
vinces hit on Monday host
military bases and air de-
fence systems. 

In Bushehr, home to the
country’s only operational
civilian nuclear power
plant, Governor Moham-
mad Moza�ari told state
news agency IRNA: “A few
minutes ago, several loca-
tions in Bushehr city were
hit by American enemy’s
projectiles.” 

In East Azerbaijan pro-
vince in the north, the
head of the local crisis
management unit Majid
Farshi told IRNA that “one
person was martyred and
several others injured” in
an attack there.

In Hormuz, meanwhile,
sailors abandoned a vessel
set on �re in an attack, ac-
cording to the UK Maritime
Trade Operations agency.

Iran is �ghting ‘full-scale war’, says
Pezeshkian as U.S. expands attacks
Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Former Manchester Mayor,
Andrew Burnham, was ap-
pointed Prime Minister of
the U.K. on Monday, its se-
venth in a decade. Mr.
Burnham described the
moment as a “circuit
breaker”, as he promised
to usher in a new political
and social model for the
country, taking power out
of London and spreading it
across the regions of the
U.K. 

The outgoing Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer, who
had made history two
years ago, when he led the
Labour Party in one of the
largest victories in modern
times, made history again
on Monday, but this time
for becoming the U.K.’s
shortest serving Labour
Prime Minister in modern
history. 

“I go with good grace, I
go with a smile, and I go
proud of everything that
we have achieved,” Mr.
Starmer said in brief re-
marks outside on Downing
Street, as he wished his
successor “every success”.

“We will make this mo-
ment a circuit breaker for
Britain, bringing forward
the biggest changes in the
last 40 years: a new politi-

cal model and a new eco-
nomic model,” Mr. Burn-
ham said outside No.10
Downing Street, minutes
after he was ceremonially
invited to form a govern-
ment by Britain’s Monarch
King Charles III.

“I am acutely conscious
that I am … the seventh
Prime Minister since 2016,
making this a moment for
re�ection and new resolu-
tion,” Mr. Burnham said,
adding that Britain needed
to show the world it could
regain its stability. 

He went on to add that
Britain had taken wrong
turns since the 1980s, with
the privatization of eco-
nomic power and the cen-
tralization of political
power.

He reiterated his mes-
sages from recent months
including greater public
control of utilities, sup-
porting education young

people into work to bring
down the welfare bill and
spreading power more
evenly across the U.K.

Devolution plans
“…We will take power out
of here and carry it into ev-
ery postcode in the land,”
he said. Mr Burnham had
said in recent weeks that
he would create a ‘No. 10
North’ — a hub o�ce in
Manchester to manage the
redistribution of power.

The U.K. would have a
new ten year plan, later
this year, Mr Burnham
said, adding that he would
issue more immediate or-
ders starting Tuesday, to
help with the cost of living
along with details on how
he would fund this. 

His �rst action in o�ce
on Monday would be to
“end rough sleeping
[homelessness]” in the
U.K.

Burnham takes charge as U.K. PM,
vows new political and social model 
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Andy Burnham
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Against the current

A police van wades through floodwaters following heavy monsoon rain in Landi Kotal in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, on Monday. AFP

Residents of Kyiv’s historic
Lukianivka neighbour-
hood share a dark joke:
Russian strikes hit the area
so frequently, they ought
to be issued military ser-
vice documents as though
they are living on the front
line of the war.

Real estate agent Dmy-
tro Zhekov acknowledges
the danger up front when
he tries to draw prospec-
tive renters to one of the
Ukrainian capital’s most
frequently bombed areas.
In his sales pitch on social
media, he highlights the
neighbourhood’s many vir-
tues: a�ordable rents, easy
access to the city centre, a
well-connected metro line
and historic landmarks.

The district includes a
Soviet-era weapons plant
that has become one of

Russia’s most frequent tar-
gets in Kyiv, with its roof
blackened by repeated
strikes. Across the street,
the Lukianivka metro sta-
tion, which gives the neigh-
bourhood its name, has
been hit at least eight
times. During air raids, it
also serves as a shelter for
residents. Craters have be-
come a permanent part of
the urban landscape.

Residents no longer ask
whether Lukianivka will be
hit again, only when. Liv-
ing here means re-opening
businesses beside the
charred ruins of a market,
cutting hair in buildings
scarred by shrapnel, mov-
ing theatre performances
underground and choos-
ing to rebuild, not leave.

“After every attack, I
walk down the main street,
and it feels like watching a
wound widen,” resident
Vladyslav Darmohrai said.

Lukianivka’s main tho-
roughfare, Dehtiarivska
Street, follows part of the
ancient Via Regia, the me-
dieval trade route that car-
ried merchants into Kyiv
for centuries.

The neighbourhood la-
ter grew into a working-
class district of factories,
markets and the Lukianiv-
ka prison, whose inmates
have included former
Prime Minister Yulia Ty-
moshenko, who was incar-
cerated for 2 and half years
for striking a gas deal with
Russia in a case that was
largely viewed as retribu-
tion by her political rival,
then-President Viktor
Yanukovych.

Successive eras, from
the Soviet industrial period
to Ukrainian indepen-
dence and, now, the re-
peated Russian bombard-
ment, have continued to
shape the neighbourhood,

which now includes ren-
ters displaced by the war.

The neighbourhood’s
role as a crossroads gave
rise to Lukianivka’s iconic
market, which had served
residents since the late
19th century until it was
destroyed in a Russian
strike on May 24.

It’s now a charred maze

of kiosks, frozen in the mo-
ment of the attack. Black-
ened loaves of bread still sit
on the shelves of what was
once a bakery.

For many residents, the
market lives on in child-
hood memories of parents
and grandparents leading
them hand in hand
through its crowded aisles

to buy fruit, �owers and
everyday necessities.

Alyona Lukianets, 32,
spent 11 years building her
produce business there.
After the strike, she re-
turned to �nd her stall re-
duced to ashes. Weeks la-
ter, she went back to work.

Her new stall, assem-
bled from wooden pallets
and tarpaulins outside the
market’s ruins, bears little
resemblance to the one
she lost. Every morning
she still lines up baskets of
berries and fresh vegeta-
bles with the same care.
The acrid smell of the des-
troyed market behind her
sometimes still hangs in
the air.

“I don’t know what it
will take for us to leave this
place,” Ms. Lukianets said. 

Rents and options
Julia Sosnovska had want-
ed a dog ever since she

moved into her apartment
in Lukianivka in 2022. For
years, her landlords re-
fused. But after a devastat-
ing Russian strike in May,
they �nally relented, and a
brown dog named Perry
entered the young profes-
sional’s life.

Rents in Lukianivka
start at less than $200 for a
studio apartment. The
cheapest one- and two-be-
droom units can be had for
around $270 and $310,
respectively.

Few people believe relo-
cating to another part of
Kyiv would make much dif-
ference because Russian
missiles have struck all of
the city’s districts.

Instead, people have
grown accustomed to
cleaning up after strikes.
Some property owners
even keep spare panes of
glass in storage, said Zhe-
kov, the real estate agent.

When the latest Russian
strikes landed, Ms. Sosnov-
ska awoke Sunday to a
blinding �ash outside her
bedroom window, fol-
lowed by the crash of shat-
tering glass.

Her �rst instinct was to
�nd Perry, who had bolted
from her bed in panic.
Clutching the trembling
dog, along with her docu-
ments and laptop, Ms. Sos-
novska joined neighbours
sheltering in the basement
parking garage as more ex-
plosions reverberated.

By dawn, her apartment
windows had been blown
out and her car damaged.
She considered herself for-
tunate. “Glass is the least
you can lose in these at-
tacks,” she said.

She chooses to stay in
Lukianivka. “Where else
would I go? You never
know which place will be
next,” she said.

In one of Kyiv’s most frequently bombed neighbourhoods, residents choose to stay
Associated Press
KYIV

Against the odds: A vendor works near a shopping mall destroyed

by Russian attacks in Kyiv’s Lukianivka neighbourhood, Ukraine. AP

Tanzanian Opposition o�-
cial David Djumbe �ed to
Kenya after a crackdown
on dissidents in his coun-
try, but now lives in con-
stant fear of a cross-border
abduction. 

Dozens of Ugandans
and Tanzanians are
thought to be hiding in
neighbouring Kenya after
recent elections in their
countries triggered mass
arrests, kidnappings, and
murders.

Mr. Djumbe was perso-
nal assistant to Tanzania’s
Opposition leader Tundu
Lissu, who was jailed
ahead of October’s elec-
tion. Tanzania’s security
forces unleashed a ruthless
crackdown on protests
sparked by alleged rigging

of the vote, with rights
groups and the Opposition
saying thousands were
killed. The government
says the number was 518.

After the vote — in which
President Samia Suluhu
Hassan winning 98% — Mr.
Djumbe received a warn-
ing by phone call, saying:
“You only have three days
before you disappear.”

Ugandan rights activist
Eriza, who asked to give a
fake name for fear of repri-
sals, said he was on an Ar-
my hit-list during elections
in January in which Presi-
dent Yoweri Museveni won
a seventh straight term.

The President’s son, Ar-
my chief Muhoozi Kaineru-
gaba, openly boasts on so-
cial media of kidnapping

and torturing Opposition
�gures in his “basement”
and spearheaded a crack-
down during the election,
saying on X that security
forces had killed 30 Oppo-
sition supporters and ar-
rested 2,000. The main
Opposition candidate, Bo-
bi Wine, was forced into
hiding and has now �ed to
the United States. 

Five refugees inter-
viewed by the AFP said
they only feel “relatively
safe” in Kenya. Kenyan se-
curity forces have been ac-
cused of dozens of abduc-
tions targeting government
critics — which they deny —
especially since mass prot-
ests against President Wil-
liam Ruto in 2024. 

But, it remains a relative
safe-haven compared to
the extreme repression in
its neighbours.

Ugandans and Tanzanians �nd fragile
refuge in Kenya as repression soars
Agence France Presse
NAIROBI

Tanzanian police keep watch during protests in Dar es Salaam

against the government’s ban on political gatherings. AFP

Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada, founding leader of
the legendary Sinaloa cartel, was sentenced in a
U.S. court on Monday to life in prison and called
for an end to the brand of brutal violence he used
for decades to grow the cartel into the world’s lar-
gest drug tra�cking organisation.

After a journey from poor farm-worker to one
of the world’s most powerful and wealthy crimi-
nal bosses, Zambada was arrested at a U.S. airport
in July 2024. 

Known for keeping a low pro�le and avoiding
being photographed, Zambada, now 76 years old,
spent decades rising through the cartel ranks,
evading both capture and multiple assassination
attempts.

He was born in 1950 in Sinaloa — a rugged
mountainous state of Mexico known for produc-
ing corn, beans, cattle, and some of the world’s
most notorious drug tra�ckers. His early years
coincided with the emergence of Sinaloa as a ma-
rijuana and opium growing region — and eventual-
ly a transit point for Colombian cocaine going to
the United States.

Mexico’s drug violence has surged since then.
Since 2006, almost half a million people have

been killed, and 1,30,000 are missing, according
to government estimates. 

U.S. court documents paint him as not just
smart, but violently ruthless.

He allegedly ordered the killing of his own ne-
phew, who was then found dead in a car by the
side of the road.

His former partner Joaquin “El Chapo” Guz-
man is already serving a life sentence in the U.S.

Mexican newspapers displaying the news of the capture of

Ismael ‘El Mayo’ Zambada in July 2024, in Mexico City. AFP

Agence France Presse
MEXICO CITY

Last of Mexico’s
narco old guard
jailed for life P

icture this: a gas
station customer
pulls out a wad of

bills to pay for a �ll-up. The
cashier refuses the money,
explaining that the sta-
tion’s bank has stopped ac-
cepting notes and coins as
deposits because it already
is drowning in cash. 

In most places, cash is
king. But in the Israeli-oc-
cupied West Bank, having
too much is gumming up
the machinery of daily life.
The Palestinian banking
system has more Israeli
shekels than it can man-
age. As a result, paper mo-
ney has gotten harder for
residents to spend and for
businesses to put into their
accounts. 

The excess liquidity
stems from a con�ict bet-
ween the Bank of Israel
and the Palestinian Mone-
tary Authority, which over-
sees Palestinian banks and
�nancial institutions. Israel
limits the amount of physi-
cal currency it takes back
from the West Bank. Pales-
tinian o�cials say the cap
has not kept pace with
growth and is one mechan-
ism used to keep the terri-
tory in a state of economic
crisis.

Unlike in Gaza, where
years of an almost total
blockade have caused cash

shortages, banks in the
West Bank are running out
of vault space to store
stacks of shekels. With
Bank of Israel refusing to
accept more notes and
coins, commercial banks
can’t convert the money
into electronic balances to
pay suppliers or process
transfers on behalf of their
customers. 

“The banks have been
shackled” in their ability to
deal with the crisis, Mo-
hammad Manasra, the De-
puty Governor of the Pal-
estinian Monetary
Authority, said in an inter-
view with AP. “What is be-
ing practised in the West
Bank is economic warfare.”

Central banks in most
countries take back cash
from commercial banks
and credit them electroni-
cally so they can settle pay-
ments and meet custom-
ers’ needs. But in the
occupied West Bank —
where Palestinians have no
say over monetary policies
guiding the shekel — the
economy runs di�erently.

The territory has relied
predominantly on the Is-
raeli shekel for decades
and depends on Israel to
facilitate trade, collect tax-
es and process payments
for imported goods under
agreements dating to the
1990s. A surfeit of cash ac-
cumulates because the Pal-
estinian economy runs al-
most exclusively on
physical currency, and

more enters from Israel
than can exit. 

Why? Employers in Is-
rael and its settlements pay
Palestinian labourers in
cash, and Palestinian citi-
zens of Israel often pur-
chase goods like cigarettes
and fuel in the West Bank,
bringing in even more she-
kels. As more cash �ows in,
the surplus trapped inside
Palestinian banks grows,
neither earning interest
nor getting turned into
loans, investments and bill
payments. 

Israel’s cash transfer li-
mit from the West Bank’s
banking system is 18 billion
shekels ($5.9 billion) a
year. Banks now accumu-
late an estimated 30 billion
shekels a year, said Moayad
Afaneh, an economist who
has advised the Palestinian

Authority. In the past, Is-
raeli o�cials expressed re-
luctance to accept more,
citing concerns that re-
turned money could be
linked to laundering, tax
evasion or terrorism.

‘Economic strangulation’
Bank of Israel said in a
statement that it follows
the current government’s
policy on how many she-
kels to accept but that few-
er Palestinians have
worked in Israel since the
war in Gaza started, there-
by reducing the cash enter-
ing the West Bank. 

Israeli Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich’s o�ce
did not respond to re-
quests for comment but in
September 2025 Mr. Smo-
trich threatened to “use all
of the tools” at his disposal

to prevent the creation of a
Palestinian state, including
“economic strangulation.”
Israel has imposed a series
of measures that have hob-
bled the West Bank’s eco-
nomy since Hamas-led mil-
itants attacked in October
2023, starting the war in
Gaza.

It revoked most work
permits for Palestinians
who used to work in Israel,
cutting o� a major source
of income in the occupied
territory. It has withheld
tax and customs revenue
collected on behalf of the
Palestinian Authority,
which in turn has been un-
able to fully pay public sec-
tor workers — including
teachers and hospital sta�
— for more than a year.

With growing needs for
vault space, banks are hav-
ing to pay to store and in-
sure cash they’re unable to
o�oad. They’re accepting
less from businesses and
households, which in turn
have to �nd alternative
ways to store cash safely. 

The excess shekel pro-
blem is “directly a�ecting
the government’s ability
and the private sector’s ca-
pacity to continue provid-
ing services to major indus-
trial sectors and the
Palestinian people,” Mr.
Manasra said.

As an example, he not-
ed most of the West Bank’s
fuel and electricity is im-
ported from Israel or pur-
chased from Israeli utili-

ties. When banks have too
much of their assets tied
up as physical cash, they
don’t have the funds when
their clients — like the Pal-
estinian Authority or West
Bank cities — need to
transfer payments to im-
port fuel, water and
electricity.

Fears of looting by Israe-
li soldiers conducting in-
creasingly common home
raids have made the pro-
blem worse, Mr. Afaneh,
the economist, said. Pales-
tinians are depositing
more into banks because
they fear soldiers will con-
�scate it, claiming suspi-
ciously large sums could be
used for illicit purposes or
terrorism.

Having too much cash
on hand also hurts the
banks’ bottom lines be-
cause they can’t lend out
money like most banks,
which today do so elec-
tronically. 

A 2022 International
Monetary Fund study esti-
mated excess cash reduced
Palestinian banks’ pro�ts
by about 20%, a �gure Mr.
Afaneh said is likely much
higher today.

With their earnings
stuck outside the tradition-
al banking system, busi-
ness leaders fear the cash
glut will eventually prevent
West Bank companies
from being able to import
fuel, food and medical sup-
plies from Israel or elsewh-
ere abroad, Jaber said.

Israeli-occupied West Bank drowns in
cash as Palestinian economy struggles

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press
RAMALLAH

In dire straits: In Gaza, years of an almost total blockade have

caused acute cash shortages. REUTERS

In Israeli-occupied West Bank, having too much cash is gumming up machinery of daily life as the Palestinian banking system struggles to cope with

a surplus of Israeli shekels; o�cials say that this ‘economic warfare’ is making it harder for residents to spend money and for businesses to deposit it
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Ferran Torres dedicated the World Cup triumph to his compatriots.

“The goal belongs to 47 million people. When you are up against

Lionel Messi, there is nervousness, but we always believed in our

football and in ourselves.” Torres joined Mario Gotze as the only

substitutes to score the winner in a final (both against Argentina).

We always believed in ourselves
and our football, says Torres

TRUST FACTOR

AFP
X

It feels like the perfect script. I certainly did not expect this. I would

love for the younger generations to see that a player who touches

the heaven, then descends into hell, can come back. It is a lesson in

overcoming adversity — Spain captain and midfielder Rodri after

winning the World Cup Golden Ball.

My journey is a lesson in
overcoming adversity: Rodri

PERFECT COMEBACK

AFP
X

Lamine Yamal became the first teenager to win both the European

Championship and World Cup as Spain stretched its unbeaten

record across all competitions to 38, a new milestone in men’s

football surpassing Italy. Spain is the first team to hold the women’s

and men’s World Cups simultaneously. 

Yamal becomes �rst teenager to
do the Euro-World Cup double

MAKING IT A HABIT

GETTY IMAGES
X

There was double delight for three Spanish players as they walked

home with individual honours. Captain Rodri bagged the Golden

Ball, goalkeeper Unai Simon won the Golden Glove and Pau Cubarsi

was named the Best Young Player. France’s Kylian Mbappe secured

the Golden Boot, while the Netherlands received the Fairplay prize. 

Rodri, Simon and Cubarsi walk
away with individual honours

DOUBLE DELIGHT

AP 

T
here are defeats
that arrive in a sin-
gle devastating

blow. Others unfold so gra-
dually that the victim bare-
ly notices the danger until
the escape is no longer
possible.

For more than two
hours inside the MetLife
Stadium on Sunday, Luis
de la Fuente’s side tight-
ened its grip around Ar-
gentina as every ball
seemed to reach only the
men in red. Playing this
Spanish team must feel like
being trapped in the coils
of a Burmese python. Each
time an opponent exhales,
the grip tightens a little
more, steadily squeezing
away space, options and
hope. Every unguarded
patch of grass is occupied
and every passing lane nar-
rowed until the opposition
is starved of air and ideas
alike.

In the �nal, Spain was
quick to strike the rhythm
that had carried it through
this World Cup. Rodri and
Fabian Ruiz monopolised
possession, forcing Argen-
tina deeper into its own
half as Lamine Yamal and
Dani Olmo began probing
for openings. Within mi-
nutes, Yamal had slipped a
de�ected pass towards Ol-
mo, whose return ball re-
leased the Barcelona win-
ger, but Emiliano Martinez
was alert enough to smoth-
er the e�ort.

Argentina struggled to
escape Spain’s su�ocating
press and looked instead
for moments in transition.
Julian Alvarez’s early
through ball brie�y re-
leased Lionel Messi behind
Spain’s high defensive line,

but Unai Simon sprinted
out from his goal to snu�
out the danger before the
Argentine captain could
reach its end.

The pressure forced Lio-
nel Scaloni into an early
reshu�e. Lisandro Marti-
nez, already booked and
struggling physically after
repeatedly stretching to
contain Spain’s �uid move-
ment, made way for Nico-
las Otamendi as Argentina
searched for greater stabil-
ity at the heart of its
defence.

The �rst half unfolded
entirely on Spain’s terms.
Argentina failed to muster
a single e�ort on goal or re-
gister a touch inside the
Spanish penalty box. Yet
for all its command of pos-
session and territory,
Spain failed to translate its
superiority into clear-cut
chances. It had controlled
the contest but the score-
line did not re�ect it.

Spain’s incursions into
the Argentine penalty area
increased as the game pro-
gressed. The players in
blue and white, who had
fought for every minute of
this showpiece, were now
surviving through sheer
will, stretching every sinew
to keep Spain at bay while
clinging to the belief that a
chance would eventually
come their way.

Ferran Torres, intro-
duced alongside Mikel Me-
rino to sharpen Spain’s at-
tack against Argentina’s
reshaped defence, soon
met a Yamal cutback with a
glancing header that Emi-
liano gathered gratefully,
having spilled the previous
two strikes that had come
his way.

With its back against the

wall, Argentina defended
with every man available.
But it could �nd no route
through Spain’s relentless
press and no opportunity
to launch the swift counter-
attacks that had carried it
through much of the
tournament.

The defending cham-
pion’s task became harder
when Enzo Fernandez was
sent o� for a second book-
able o�ence. Yet Argentina
continued to resist. Emilia-
no �ung himself to his left
to keep out a curling Yamal
free-kick and drag the con-
test into extra-time.

The goalkeeper, whose
saves had crowned Argen-
tina World champion four
years earlier, was once
again refusing to surrender
the trophy. He tipped Nico
Williams’s header onto the
post before the Athletic Bil-
bao winger thought he had
�nally beaten him, only for
the celebrations to be cut

short by a foul from Merino
in the build-up.

But even Martínez could
only delay the inevitable.
His moment of indecision,
the �rst of an otherwise
magni�cent evening, al-
lowed Williams to cushion
a header back across goal
and Torres crashed his �n-
ish beyond the stranded
goalkeeper in the 106th
minute.

At last, Spain had found
the opening it had spent
nearly two hours creating.

This was only the se-
cond World Cup meeting
between two countries
whose histories have long
intertwined. The Atlantic,
for generations, has car-
ried language, literature
and football between
Spain and Argentina. But
inside the MetLife Stadium
there was no room for ro-
mance as Spain allowed Ar-
gentina neither space nor
sentiment.

The substitute breaches the defending champion’s dogged defence in extra-time to win a second global crown for La Roja; Emiliano’s heroics not enough to save the day for the South Americans

FIFA WORLD CUP

Torres the hero as Spanish Armada sinks Argentina

Ayon Sengupta
NEW YORK

Worthy winner: Spain didn’t give Argentina an inch, dominating the summit clash from start to finish. GETTY IMAGES

For 120 minutes, Spain did
what no other team at this
World Cup had managed.

It found a way to keep
Lionel Messi quiet.

The plan was simple in
theory but brutally di�cult
in practice. Every time the
39-year-old drifted towards
the right �ank, another red
shirt arrived. 

His every passing lane
closed and every familiar
slalom towards his left foot
was met by bodies rather
than space.

“The �rst idea was to
keep Messi at bay,” Spain
coach Luis de la Fuente ad-
mitted afterwards. He had
learned his lesson when a
16-year-old Messi had ter-
rorised his Sevilla team in
an under-19 match in 2004.

But here, rather than
man-marking the Argen-
tine talisman, the Spanish
coach looked at cutting the
supply and isolating Messi.
The Argentine captain
managed only 15 touches in
the �rst half and 54 across
the entire �nal. There was
no trademark curling �n-
ish, no defence-splitting
pass, no decisive
intervention.

The overwhelming ma-
jority of the 80,663 specta-
tors had come hoping to
witness another corona-
tion. 

They wanted to see the
man who had already given
them one of football’s
greatest endings add one �-
nal chapter by lifting a se-
cond World Cup.

Instead, the faithful
watched him leave in tears.

It was here in MetLife in

2016, when Messi had mis-
sed in the Copa America �-
nal shootout against Chile
and announced his interna-
tional retirement before
making a comeback 47
days later to complete his
redemption arc. 

Ten years later, he re-
turned to the same stadium
seeking one �nal crown,
only for it to deny him
again.

As Spain celebrated at
the centre circle, Messi and
his teammates walked to-
wards the Argentina sup-
porters gathered behind
the southern goal. The ap-
plause that greeted them
was as loud as anything
heard all evening. Spain’s
players, too, understood
the moment. 

Several, including La-
mine Yamal, crossed the
pitch to embrace Messi af-
ter the �nal whistle. Later,
as Argentina climbed the
podium to collect its run-
ner-up medals, the new
world champion formed a
guard of honour. 

A few patted him on the
back, Messi tried to smile,
but the disappointment
was hard to contain.

One match, however,
cannot rewrite a career.

Messi leaves the World
Cup as its most enduring
presence with 34 appea-
rances, 23 victories, 21
goals, 27 matches as cap-
tain, seven goals from out-
side the penalty area, 10
knockout-stage assists and,
above all, the man who �-
nally completed football’s
greatest story by lifting the
trophy in 2022. He remains
the only player to score in
every knockout round of a
World Cup-winning
campaign.

Spain may have denied
him one �nal triumph, but
no one can take away the
imprint he has left on this
tournament. 

For generations to
come, the World Cup’s sto-
ry will be retold through
many champions, but few
names will echo as deeply
as that of Lionel Messi’s.

Messi leaves the World Cup as
its most enduring presence

Fabled: No one can take away the imprint Messi has left on this

tournament. GETTY IMAGES

Ayon Sengupta
NEW YORK

Head coach Luis de la
Fuente hailed his players
after Spain defeated Argen-
tina 1-0 in extra-time to win
the World Cup on Sunday,
saying that the triumph be-
longed to a generation that
embraced collective sacrif-
ice and wrote its place in
football history.

“I never thought of
anything like this,” de la
Fuente said. “I always just
wanted joy in moments.
When you look back at this
process, I would not have
achieved anything without
these players. The journey
with this raw material, this
talent... Spanish football-
ers, the way they compete.
These players are
amazing.”

The 65-year-old dedicat-
ed the victory to his squad
and coaching sta�, insist-

ing that the players were
the true architects of
Spain’s second World Cup
triumph. “First of all, I
would like to thank the sta�
and everyone else who
worked with us. The
players are the true prota-
gonists. We feel satisfac-
tion, pride. It’s such an ho-
nour to be the coach of
these amazing players.”

Before kick-o�, de la

Fuente reminded his squad
of the occasion awaiting
them. “I said, ‘Gentlemen,
we have an appointment
with history, and we want
to be there �rst.’”

The Spain manager also
singled out teenage star La-
mine Yamal for praise,
highlighting his willingness
to put the team above indi-
vidual glory. “I’d like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude
to Lamine for becoming a
great footballer. He’s really
sacri�ced for the collective
good. In my opinion, he
played a great World Cup.”

Asked what remained
for a team that has now
conquered Europe and the
world, de la Fuente smiled.
“Once we �nished the
game, there were football-
ers who said, ‘Now what
else is there to win?’ The
answer is the next match in
September. This team is re-
lentless”.

De la Fuente’s Spain keeps its
‘appointment with history’
Ayon Sengupta
NEW YORK

De la Fuente. GETTY IMAGES

Lionel Scaloni admitted
Spain deserved to be
crowned the world cham-
pion but said he could not
have asked for more from
his Argentina players after
their 0-1 extra-time loss in
the World Cup �nal.

“I feel sad,” Scaloni said
on Sunday. “They were bet-
ter, that’s true, but I will
have tremendous memo-
ries of what my players
achieved. We are great in
victory and must be so in
defeat as well. We showed
that we know how to lose.
We lost, and we accept it.”

The Argentina coach
thanked the squad that had
carried the nation to a se-
cond successive World Cup
�nal after another remar-
kable tournament. “End-
less thanks to these players
who once again took us to

the �nal. If they give eve-
rything the way they did, it
sets a great example for the
people and for our
country.”

Scaloni also paid tribute
to Lionel Messi. “He’s 39
years old now. It was crys-
tal clear for me that he was
going to play until he de-
cides not to,” Scaloni said. 

“I hope everyone feels
proud of him because he’s
the best football player ev-
er to set foot on a pitch.

What he did during this
World Cup was incredible.”

The 48-year-old then be-
came visibly emotional
while discussing his own
future, with his contract
due to expire later this
year. “I will talk to the pre-
sident. I think it’s only fair
that I take this time for my-
self. In order to continue,
you need to reset your
mind. Creating a group like
this again is very di�cult.”

Scaloni paused, apolo-
gised to reporters and
walked out of the press
conference in tears, bring-
ing an emotional end to Ar-
gentina’s reign as world
champion.

Spain was better and we accept
it, says Argentina coach Scaloni
Ayon Sengupta
NEW YORK

�

All-time WC leading scorers 

22 Mbappe (Fra, 22 matches)
21 Messi (Arg, 34)
16 Klose (Ger, 24)
15 Ronaldo (Bra, 19)
14 Muller (Ger, 13) & Kane (Eng,
18)

Scaloni. REUTERS

Final: Spain 1 (Torres 106) bt
Argentina 0 aet.

THE RESULT

�

Somewhere between Fer-
ran Torres’ winner and the
trophy lift, 12 club badges
got to claim a piece of his-
tory. Spain’s World Cup tit-
le was stitched together by
clubs, its academies and
leagues spread across Eu-
rope, and the breakdown
tells a story as interesting
as the triumph itself.

LaLiga dominated the
numbers, with 17 of the 26
players coming from the
Spanish top division. The
Premier League supplied
seven, while the Bundesli-
ga and Ligue 1 contributed
one each, re�ecting how
Spanish football has kept
its biggest talents close to
home even as the English
top �ight’s �nancial gravity
pulls them elsewhere.

Barcelona led the club
representation with nine
players, from Lamine Ya-
mal and Pedri to Pau Cu-

barsi, underlining a squad
heavily shaped by La Ma-
sia’s production line. 

Atletico Madrid, Athletic
Bilbao, and Arsenal each
sent three players.

Perhaps the most strik-
ing detail, though, was
who was missing. For the
�rst time in Spain’s World
Cup history, not a single
Real Madrid player fea-
tured in the squad. Marc
Cucurella’s move to Real
from Chelsea, con�rmed
during the tournament,
added to the irony.

A legend built without
its decorated kings
R.K. Arjun

Cucurella... it’s real! REUTERS
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Aston Villa won the race to sign Brazil mid�elder
Joao Gomes from Wolves on Monday in a deal
worth a reported £38 million. Villa moved for
Gomes after Chelsea agreed to sign England
mid�elder Morgan Rogers from Unai Emery’s
side. The 25-year-old was also a target for Atletico
Madrid, but Villa convinced him to make the
switch from Championship side Wolves. His
move to Villa Park is part of a major overhaul of
the Europa League winners’ squad. Wolves
technical director Matt Jackson said: “Joao
deserves everything he gets from the game. He’s
the type of professional that coaches love and
players love, so he will go on to be the
outstanding player that we know he is.”

Aston Villa signs Brazil
mid�elder Gomes 

Mark Chapman, in pic., made 80 and Mitchell
Santner shepherded the tail to guide New
Zealand to a tense one-wicket win over West
Indies in the fourth One-Day International in
Barbados on Sunday. The visitors took an
unassailable 3-1 lead in the �ve-match series.

The scores: West Indies 188 in 44.4 overs (Jangoo 51, 
Fisher 3/40) lost to New Zealand 189/9 in 44.1 overs
(Chapman 80, Santner 34 n.o., Motie 5/47). 
Toss: New Zealand. PoM: Santner.

Chapman and Santner seal 
thrilling series win for NZ

INBRIEF
�

The Cricket Association of Bengal has named
World Cup winner Richa Ghosh among 28
probables for the State women’s team ahead of
the 2026-27 season.

The probables: Richa Ghosh (wk), Titas Sadhu, Mita Paul,
Tanusree Sarkar, Priyanka Bala (wk), Saika Ishaque, Prativa
Rana, Dhara Gujjar, Rupal Tiwari, Sujata Dey, Bidisha Dey,
Piyali Ghosh, Jahanbi Raj Paswan, Chandrima Biswas,
Sushmita Paul, Ankita Chakraborty (wk), Payel Vakharia,
Ipshita Mondal, Prativa Mandi, Sushmita Ganguly, Mamta
Kisku, Tithi Das, Bristi Maji, Hrishita Basu (wk), Remondina
Khatun, Shreyosi Aich, Shivanshi Tiwari and Priti Mahato.

Richa among Bengal probables
for forthcoming season

Rudi Garcia has left his role as Belgium coach
after it was knocked out of the World Cup
quarter�nals, the Belgian football federation said
on Monday. Frenchman Garcia, 62, took over the
Red Devils in January 2025 before guiding them
to a last-eight loss to eventual tournament winner
Spain.

Garcia has left as Belgium
coach, says federation

Kushagra Ojha struck a composed unbeaten
century to anchor India U-19’s innings and steer
the visitors to a position of strength against Sri
Lanka on a truncated opening day of the second
Youth ‘Test’ in Colombo on Monday. India was
well-placed at 253 for three in 65 overs when the
umpires were forced to call o� the day’s play due
to bad light.

The scores: India U-19 253/3 in 65 overs (Kushagra Ojha 103
batting, Yashbardhan Chauhan 78, Manal Chauhan 55 batting)
vs Sri Lanka U-19. Toss: Sri Lanka U-19.

Kushagra Ojha’s unbeaten
hundred powers India U-19 

Former Liverpool and England star Kevin Keegan
has died aged 75 after battling cancer, his family
announced on Monday. The dynamic striker won
the English top-�ight title three times times with
Liverpool as well as the FA Cup, the UEFA Cup
twice and the 1977 European Cup. He returned to
England to play for Southampton and Newcastle.
Keegan, a double Ballon d’Or winner managed
Fulham before taking charge of England from
1999 to 2000. He also spent four years as
Manchester City manager before �nishing his
managerial career with a brief return to
Newcastle in 2008. He won 63 England caps and
scored 21 goals. He appeared at the 1982 World
Cup and also captained the national team.

Former Liverpool, England
star Keegan passes away

The ability to �ght back
from adversity sets the best
apart from the ordinary.
Arjun Erigaisi showed that
he could stay cool in tough
situations and �nd a way
back as he pulled o� a Hou-
dini act to trip up World
champion D. Gukesh in the
�fth round of the Chennai
Grand Masters at The West-
in Chennai on Monday.

The win put the top-
ranked Indian player (3.5
points) on the top of the
standings along with Alire-
za Firouzja. The French-
man was held to a draw by
Russian Dmitry Andreikin
in a 41-move game.

In his match against Gu-
kesh, Arjun was in a losing
position but he managed a
stunning turnaround to
script victory, thanks large-
ly to mistakes on the 30th
and 54th moves by his op-
ponent and rejection of a

draw o�er. The defeat left
Gukesh languishing at the
bottom with 1.5 points af-
ter �ve rounds.

Abdusattorov, the high-
est-rated player in the
event, managed to break
his sequence of four
straight draws, by getting
the better of Indian GM Ni-
hal Sarin with black in 38
moves. He trails the lead-
ers Firouzja and Arjun by
half a point.

His sixth-round encoun-
ter against Firouzja on
Tuesday could have a say
in how the title race pans

out. Arjun and Nihal are
slated to meet in another
match in the penultimate
round.

The game between M.
Pranesh, the lowest-rated
player in the �eld at 2666
(Elo), and American Hans
Niemann ended in a 104-
move draw. 

The results: Fifth round:

M. Pranesh 2 drew with Hans
Niemann (USA) 2; D. Gukesh 1.5
lost to Arjun Erigaisi 3.5. 

Nihal Sarin 2 lost to Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb) 3. 

Alireza Firouzja (Fra) 3.5 drew
with Dmitry Andreikin (Rus) 2.5.

Arjun does a Houdini against
Gukesh, jumps to joint lead

Holding his nerve: Arjun stayed cool and found a way past Gukesh.

B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

CHESS

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

U Mumba TT went one bet-
ter than last year, defeating
Dabang Delhi TTC 5-2 to
clinch its maiden Dream
UTT Juniors title at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Indoor Stadium here on
Sunday.

The triumph was built
around the impressive per-
formances of top draft pick
Ahona Ray and the promis-
ing Somdev Sengupta.

While Somdev gave U
Mumba the early momen-
tum with a victory over Hi-
mon Mondal, he teamed

up with Ahona to win a
hard-fought mixed doubles
contest to put his team in
command. Ahona then
brushed aside Sreejani
Chakraborty 11-4 in the de-
cisive girls’ singles match
to seal the title. 

Ahona had arrived in
Goa fresh from winning
the under-15 girls’ singles
crown at the WTT Youth
Star Contender in Doha.

The result: Final: U Mumba TT
bt Dabang Delhi TTC 5-2 (Somdev
Sengupta bt Himon Mondal 11-5,
11-10, 8-11, Somdev & Ahona Ray
bt Himon & Sreejani Chakraborty
11-9, 11-7, 9-11, Ahona bt
Sreejani 11-4).

U Mumba TT emerges
UTT Juniors champion
Sports Bureau
PANAJI

Shining bright: The victorious U Mumba squad with its big prize.

X@UMUMBA

O
ne of the main sub-
jects of discussion
prior to India’s

three-match ODI series in
England was about Rohit
Sharma’s patchy form. Af-
ter two below-par outings
in Birmingham and Car-
di�, chatter around the
former India skipper
intensi�ed.

But by Sunday evening
at Lord’s, it was evident,
rather too starkly, that In-
dia had more pressing pro-
blems to attend to than
worry about the utility of a
bona �de great.

Rohit made a part-met-
iculous, part-carefree 138
(110b, 17x4, 5x6), his �rst
three-�gure score in 12 in-
nings, and later termed the
speculation around his fu-
ture as “noise” that
“doesn’t really matter too
much”.

However, a tepid show
by the bowlers and a sur-
feit of injuries — including
to Jasprit Bumrah — meant
India fell 27 runs short in
its mammoth 388-run
chase and conceded the se-
ries 1-2. 

It was captain Shubman
Gill’s third series defeat
since he took over last Oc-
tober, having su�ered re-
verses to Australia and
New Zealand earlier. Gill
expressed his displeasure
at the �tness standards in
the squad as India — apart
from Bumrah — did not
have Washington Sundar
(hamstring injury in Car-
di�), Harshit Rana and Va-

run Chakaravarthy (both
hamstring, during the T20I
series), and all-rounder
Nitish Kumar (quadriceps
against Afghanistan).

Hardik Pandya was also
grounded by a quadriceps
injury and did not even
board the �ight to the Brit-
ish Isles. Gill rightly point-
ed out that where the ODI
World Cup in 2027 re-
quires a player to play dou-
ble-digit matches, breaking
down after two or three
games was undesirable. 

Ironically, the 26-year-
old himself retired hurt in
the �rst match because of
cramps, and was again
troubled by the issue at
Lord’s, calling into ques-
tion his conditioning.

While �tness concerns
can be addressed with a
scienti�c approach, tack-
ling India’s bowling woes
may require a bigger
course-correction. With
Bumrah’s brilliance always

contingent on his body, In-
dia needs experienced
hands. 

But the four pacers who
took the �eld on Sunday —
Prasidh Krishna, Arshdeep
Singh, Gurnoor Brar and
Prince Yadav — had just 55
caps combined, and it
showed in the way they
struggled when put under
pressure by a formidable
English batting unit.

Gill, again, admitted to
this lacuna, but the think-
tank remains bullheaded
in its refusal to draft in at
least one more seasoned
practitioner who can help
nurture the next genera-
tion of quicks.

Mohammed Shami,
who has 206 wickets from
108 ODIs, has been
shunned since the victo-
rious Champions Trophy
campaign in March 2025,
while Mohammed Siraj —
76 scalps from 50 ODIs —
has been in and out of the

roster. Left-arm wrist-spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav — 194
wickets from 121 one-
dayers — was a mere pas-
senger for a second
straight summer in
England.

Gill said Kuldeep’s non-
selection for Lord’s was be-
cause of how spinners had
found very little purchase
in the �rst two �xtures. 

Gill’s English counter-
part Harry Brook stated in
his post-match media brief-
ing that it was not surpris-
ing to see India line up
with four fast bowlers, con-
sidering the dominance of
pace in the series until
then and also because of
Bumrah’s absence.

But to forever use condi-
tions, team combination,
and the perceived inferior
batting prowess as reasons
to keep Kuldeep out of the
XI are signs of blinkered
thinking. Theory will take
you only so far.

The Indian think-tank needs to draft in at least one more seasoned pacer to nurture the next

generation of quicks; keeping spinner Kuldeep out of the XI time and again is hurting the team

INDIA IN ENGLAND

Poor show by bowlers and
�tness issues spell trouble

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

Running out of ideas: Gill had a tough day as rookie Gurnoor went for plenty at Lord’s. ANI

World champion D. Gu-
kesh’s faltering fortunes
have been the topic of dis-
cussion in chess circles as
he prepares for his title de-
fence against Javokhir Sin-
darov. However, �ve-time
champion Viswanathan
Anand believes the young
Chennai GM has it in him
to turn things around be-
fore the big match.

“He must be disappoint-
ed with the results, but
anyway he will play some
more games. Right now it
feels like we’re all beating
him on the head with this.
He’s had a bad streak for a
while, but he can snap out
of it even before.

“Hopefully, the Chess
Olympiad (in Uzbekistan in
September) inspires him.
He still has the chance to
do it here in Chennai,”
Anand told reporters on
the sidelines of the Chen-
nai Grand Masters
tournament.

Gukesh hasn’t won a

tournament after becom-
ing the World champion in
2024 at the age of 18 and
his form has been patchy
in recent times including at
Norway Chess and the
Grand Chess Tour event in
Zagreb.

“But yeah, I too had mo-
ments like that (after the
2010 World championship
win over Bulgaria’s Veselin
Topalov). 

“For me, 2011 was a slow
year in general,” Anand
pointed out.

Anand also said he had
stepped down as FIDE de-
puty president to spend
time with his family. 

“I simply wanted to
have more time at home.
My son will probably go to
university in three years,
so I thought these are the
years I should be here.’’

Anand believes Gukesh 
can turn things around 
C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

Testing times: Gukesh will strive to shake o� his patchy form

before his defence of the World title. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Athletics and boxing re-
ceived the lion’s share of
funds in the run-up to the
Commonwealth Games
starting on Thursday in
Glasgow.

Of the Sports Ministry’s
₹53.09 crore expenditure
on training and exposure,
approximately ₹20cr was
spent on India’s 32-mem-
ber athletics contingent led
by Neeraj Chopra while
boxing (seven men and as

many women) received
₹10cr. This includes prepa-
ratory camps in Switzer-
land, Turkiye and Poland
for the athletes and in Ire-
land for the pugilists.
Weightlifters, training in
England, received ₹5cr, the
Ministry said in a presenta-
tion on Monday.

Earlier in the day, Sports
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya revealed that India
had 78 recorded doping
cases so far this year.

“These athletes have
been banned from sports

activities in accordance
with the National Anti-
Doping Rules 2021. The
sanctions, as determined

by the Anti-Doping Disci-
plinary Panel (ADDP), in-
clude disquali�cation of re-
sults, forfeiture of
medals/prizes, period of
ineligibility from participa-
tion in sports and other
consequences as pre-
scribed under the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WA-
DA) Code 2021,” Mandaviya
stated in response to a qu-
ery in the Lok Sabha.

Statewise, Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab have the high-
est number with 13 cases
each, followed by Madhya

Pradesh (11) and Karnataka
(nine). No dope violations
have been found among
athletes from Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Goa, Himachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur, Megh-
alaya and Sikkim.

The Paralympic Com-
mittee of India (PCI) for-
mally sent o� the 28 para
athletes, part of the 126-
strong Indian contingent,
for the Commonwealth
Games at a separate func-
tion on Monday. India will
compete in �ve para disci-

plines — athletics, power-
lifting, swimming, track cy-
cling and women’s
wheelchair 3x3 basketball.

“Every athlete in this
contingent has earned the
honour of wearing the In-
dian jersey through years
of hard work, sacri�ce and
perseverance. We are con-
�dent that this talented
contingent will rise to the
occasion and continue In-
dia’s remarkable journey
in international para
sport,” PCI president De-
vendra Jhajharia said.

Sports Ministry details Commonwealth Games preparations
Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

We are con�dent that
this talented contingent
will rise to the occasion
and continue India’s
remarkable journey in
international para sport

DEVENDRA JHAJHARIA
PCI president

Brimming with con�dence
after her Japan Open tri-
umph, P.V. Sindhu will
spearhead India’s chal-
lenge at the China Open
Super 1000 tournament
starting on Tuesday, while
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty will miss
the event as the former
continues to recover from

a shoulder injury.
The Indian contingent

will look to build on a pro-
ductive week on the BWF
World Tour, with Sindhu
returning to China in red-
hot form after capturing
her �rst title in nearly two
years. The 2016 China
Open champion will look
to carry momentum into
the tournament, where she
opens her campaign
against Unnati Hooda.

Sindhu leads Indian
challenge
Press Trust of India
CHANGZHOU (CHINA)
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R
ohit Sharma is not an angry
man. Just as well, because
anger doesn’t suit him.

Rohit Sharma is not a bitter
man. Just as well, because bitterness
doesn’t suit him, either.

These last few days, why, even months,
must have been di�cult for the stylist
from Mumbai, one of the very few
remaining batters in international cricket
you’d travel miles to watch. In a rapidly
changing world where aesthetics are fast
being supplanted by raw power and
where strength has superseded timing,
Rohit is an anachronism. He doesn’t
batter so much as caress the cricket ball,
apologetic that he must dismiss it from his
presence because that’s what his vocation
demands, almost reverential in the
manner in which he accumulates his
runs, with an elegance and grace that
come so naturally to him.

For reasons best known to us, or
maybe not, we have decided that we
ought to have a larger say in Rohit’s future
than the protagonist himself. So, we have
indulged in rumour-mongering and
baseless speculation. We have thrown
respect out the window, we have
embraced insensitivity and continued to
question his place in the limited-overs
scheme of things. This, despite the fact
that he continues to deliver, admittedly
not with the same consistency of yore
which is but an inevitable fallout of
advancing years.

Flawless run

From the time he was summarily axed as
captain just months after leading India to
a �awless title run at the Champions
Trophy in Dubai in March last year, Rohit
has needlessly been catapulted to the
crosshairs of motivated gunslingers.
Everything that he has accomplished, and
that is more than most of the very best

can even dare to dream of,
has been conveniently
ignored, if not forgotten. He
has been put on trial every
time he has donned the
India blue and walked out
to bat in a One-Day
International – the only
format in which he
represents the country
these days. If Rohit
entertained a sense of
persecution and utter

disrespect, he was perfectly justi�ed in
doing so.

But Rohit isn’t wired that way. Would he
have been a�ected by the goings-on
around him? Of course, because he also is
all too human. He also bleeds when
nicked, he also hurts like every one of us.
But he isn’t the kind to sit back and mope
at the unfairness of the world. He is old
enough – 39, as we love to constantly keep
reminding him – to understand how the
world functions, how the cards are dealt,
how the narrative can be twisted and
manipulated so that by the end of the
twisting and the manipulation, the original
truth is couched in layers of misdirection.

Through all of this, Rohit has
maintained a stoic, admirably restrained,
silence. He has taken the blows on his
chin with equanimity, plunging himself
into the sustained pursuit of a craft that
has been his unshakeable ally for more
than two decades. He has committed
himself to becoming the �ttest version of
himself, perhaps aware that the tenuous
safety net of captaincy too has been
snatched away and that there is no
insurance anymore – not that he has
needed it in the past – against a free fall.

These things happen in team sport,
and especially in cricket in India, which
has been dominated by strong
personalities who are quickly brushed
aside once we opt to move on to the ‘next
big thing’. Social media has merely
ampli�ed this phenomenon; everyone
with access to a keyboard has an opinion,
and several of these opinions are vitriolic
and venomous. It takes a thick hide, or a
complete disassociation with social
media, to carry on as if nothing is
happening, which we all know is easier
said than done.

Since being divested of the captaincy
last year, Rohit has played in all of India’s

15 ODIs – three each in Australia, at home
against South Africa, New Zealand and
Afghanistan, and now in England. Those
15 hits have netted him two hundreds and
four half-centuries, which translates to a
50-plus knock every 2.5 innings. In his
19-year international career, he boasts 34
three-�gure knocks and 62 other scores
between 50 and 99 in 280 digs – a 50-plus
e�ort every 2.92 outings. Surely, if there is
a dip in returns, it stems from perception,
not reality.

In six of these 15 innings, Rohit’s
strike-rate has ranged from 100 to a
period-high 125.45 which came during his
delightful 138 against England in Sunday’s
�nal ODI at Lord’s. Can we put away the
knives we have been sharpening with
unseemly glee, please?

An obsession

The 2027 50-over World Cup has been an
obsession in several quarters, an
obsession that has almost clouded our
vision when it comes to other formats. In
Test cricket, for instance, India have
�oundered badly in the last year and a
half; home series routs at the hands of
New Zealand and South Africa are more
than just dampeners, they point to a
systemic �aw which those in the thick of
things seemed determined to ignore. The
myth that India’s batters are the best
players of the turning ball has been
exploded emphatically by honest rather
than massively skilled overseas tweakers
like Mitchell Santner and Ajaz Patel and
Simon Harmer, yet there seems to be a
marked reluctance to move away from
‘lottery’ turners that e�ectively bridge the
gap in quality between India’s spinners
and those from outside the subcontinent.

India are currently in the bottom half
of the World Test Championship table,
and face a monumental task as they
attempt to make it to the �nal for the third
time in four editions. Ahead of them are
daunting away tours of Sri Lanka and New
Zealand between August and December,
followed by a �ve-match skirmish at home
against Australia early next year. India
need at least a half-dozen wins from the
remaining nine games to pitchfork
themselves towards a top-two position at
the end of the league stage, and that’s
where the immediate focus must be.
Instead, all the energies have been trained
almost exclusively on Rohit and, to a
lesser extent on Virat Kohli, and whether
one or both should be in the mix for an
event that is still some distance away.

Succession plans are inevitable in team
sport because time doesn’t wait for
anyone and it is important to make
provisions for tomorrow. But it’s also
equally vital not to lose sight of today. In a
desperate urge to merely target the
future, Indian cricket’s primary
stakeholders are in serious danger of
missing the wood for the trees. And by
constantly subjecting a giant of Indian
cricket to unforgiving scrutiny when there
simply is no need, they aren’t just
forgetting the present but also
disregarding the glorious immediate past.

Mindful of the need to cover all bases
in the lead-up to the World Cup, if head
coach Gautam Gambhir and chief selector

Ajit Agarkar are keen that Yashasvi Jaiswal
gets enough opportunities to grow into
his role as an opener-in-waiting, they are
perfectly entitled to do so. Truth to tell,
the left-hander has done nothing wrong;
despite smacking centuries in two of his
last three ODI innings, he wasn’t even on
the plane to England, which is hardly
ideal. But as they have shown with the
15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, where
there is a will, there is a way. Despite the
grand success in the later stages of the
T20 World Cup of Sanju Samson, India
didn’t shy away from discarding him
brie�y to accommodate Sooryavanshi.
There is still place for Jaiswal if that is the
desperation, but why it should be at the
expense of a still-delivering Rohit is the
million-dollar question.

In so many ways, Rohit has been
sought to be pushed into a corner to the
extent that even the Board of Control for
Cricket in India found it necessary to
shoot down whispers that the Lord’s ODI
would be his �nal game in the country’s
colours. What started as a gentle breeze
suddenly snowballed into a raging
tornado. Retirement stories were planned
in newspaper o�ces, to-be-published
tributes started to stack up until Devajit
Saikia, the BCCI secretary, doused raging
�res with his proclamation on Friday that
Lord’s wouldn’t be Rohit’s swansong.
What powers we rumour-mongers wield.

As things stand, India don’t play an
ODI until the end of September, when
West Indies come calling for a
three-match series with games scheduled
in Thiruvananthapuram, Guwahati (fast
paralleling Ahmedabad as a must-visit
centre) and New Chandigarh. That’s more
than two months away and there will – or
at least in theory, there should – be a
temporary lull in the Rohit dissection.
Later this week, India will take on
Zimbabwe in a three-match T20I series
when Sooryavanshi will again be in the
limelight.

In the middle of August, Shubman
Gill’s side will make their �rst Test foray to
Sri Lanka in nine years. Since losing 1-2 in
2008, India are unbeaten in the Emerald
Isles, drawing 1-1 in 2010, rallying from
the loss of the �rst Test to triumph 2-1 in
2015 and completing an unprecedented
3-0 sweep two years later. But Sri Lanka
have come a long way since 2017 while
India have positively regressed, and
Gambhir can expect another torrid
examination by spin of which Sri Lanka
have plenty of resources to fall back on.

In his control

Rohit will use the next two months, one is
sure, to keep �ne-tuning his enormous
skills and ensure that he is battle-ready
when the Caribbeans come along. That’s
all that is in his control, that’s the extent to
which he can take things into his own
hands. Already, he has quietly announced
his intentions with his unwavering work
ethics that have resulted in the
�ttest-looking Rohit in recent times. True,
he picked up a hamstring injury during the
IPL, but he bounced back with a brilliant
84 after a three-week layo� during which
he missed �ve matches. Rohit isn’t the
only player to have contracted a

non-cricketing injury in recent times. Why,
even Kohli missed the Afghanistan ODIs
with a hamstring injury while Gill’s
repeated neck spasms and a new,
disturbing development in the form of
cramps are gradually becoming a source of
concern. Far younger and supposedly
�tter individuals like Hardik Pandya, Nitish
Kumar and Harshit Rana are spending
more time rehabbing than plying their

wares on the cricket �eld.
Let’s just leave Rohit to his

devices. He knows not to
overstay his welcome; let’s

accord him that respect,
because it isn’t a

privilege but a right he
has earned.
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For reasons best known to us, or
maybe not, we have decided
that we ought to have a larger
say in Rohit’s future than the
protagonist himself. So, we have
indulged in rumour-mongering
and baseless speculation
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The 2027 50-over World Cup has
been an obsession in several
quarters, an obsession that has
almost clouded our vision when
it comes to other formats

�

Since being divested of the
captaincy last year, Rohit
has played in all of India’s
15 ODIs. Those 15 hits have
netted him two hundreds

and four half-centuries,
which translates to a 50-plus

knock every 2.5 innings

�

In his 19-year 50-over
international career, he

boasts 34 three-figure
knocks and 62 other

scores between 50
and 99 in 280 digs

– a 50-plus e�ort
every 2.92

outings
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Silencing
the doubters, the

Ro-Hit way
Let’s just leave the former skipper to his devices. He knows not 

to overstay his welcome; let’s accord him that respect, because

it isn’t a privilege but a right he has earned 

Succession plans are
inevitable in team
sport because time
doesn’t wait for
anyone and it is
important to make
provisions for
tomorrow. But it’s
also equally vital not
to lose sight of today 

From the time
he was
summarily axed
as captain just
months after
leading India to
a �awless title
run at the
Champions
Trophy in Dubai
in March last
year, Rohit has
needlessly been
catapulted to the
crosshairs of
motivated
gunslingers 
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