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Nine killed as
Russia, Ukraine
intensify attacks

KYIV

Russia fired a wave of drones
and missiles at Ukraine
overnight, killing four people,
while Ukrainian strikes on
Russia and Russian-occupied
areas of Ukraine killed five,
officials said on Sunday. This
comes a day before Ukraine’s
allies were set to meet for talks
to end the war. » PAGE 14
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Twisha’s skin
tissue found on
gymmnastics belt

NEW DELHI

The final forensic report by the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi, in the Twisha
Sharma death case has
concluded a gymnastics belt
could have been used in the
alleged murder as it found the
presence of victim’s skin tissue

on it, sources said. » PAGE 4

ISRO tests crew
module systems
for Gaganyaan

NEW DELHI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Sunday said it
had successfully carried out
three major tests of the
Gaganyaan crew module
systems. The first test was to
ensure an upright position of
crew module after splashdown
in the sea, considered one of
the most important safety
requirements. » PAGE 6

Minister slams
HC ‘interference’
in temple affairs

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Kerala Devaswom Minister K.
Muraleedharan on Sunday
slammed the High Court for
“excessive interference” in the
affairs of the Sabarimala
Ayyappa temple and other
temples in the State. He said
the court interfering in such
matters limits the role of the
Devaswom Boards and

devotees. » PAGE 3

Flash floods
wreak havoc
in Pahalgam

SRINAGAR

Flash floods due to cloudbursts
in the past 24 hours damaged
several hotels in Pahalgam, a
hill station in south Kashmir.
On Saturday, four hotels and
multiple houses were damaged
in gushing waters from the
Awoora stream. Officials said
scores of tourists were shifted
to safer locations. » PAGE 6
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Iranian regional reprisals follow U.S. attacks

U.S. says its attacks will weaken Tehran’s ability
to threaten shipping, insists the Strait is open

Associated Press
DUBAI

he U.S. attacked
| I lIran early on Sun-
day over an Iranian

strike on a container ship
in the Strait of Hormuz that
left one Indian sailor mis-
sing. Iran responded with
attacks on several coun-
tries in West Asia, includ-
ing Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar,
Jordan, and Oman.

The U.S. struck again la-
ter on Sunday. Iran’s state-
run IRNA news agency cit-
ed the Governor of Qeshm
island near the strait as
saying projectiles had been
fired at military targets,
with no casualties. It said
explosions were heard in
the coastal city of Bandar
Abbas and Hajiabad city to
the north.

The U.S. military’s Cen-
tral Command (CENT-
COM) said it hit 140 targets,
including missile and
drone launch sites, ammu-
nition dumps, communi-

Tehran launches attacks on West Asian countries
hosting U.S. forces, says the Strait remains closed

Tensions boil over: The U.S. says it hit 140 targets, including missile and drone launch sites and
communication equipment, in Iran. REUTERS

cation equipment, and
other sites. It said the at-
tacks, heavier than in re-
cent days, would weaken
Iran’s ability to threaten
shipping. “We bombed the
hell out of them last night,”
President Donald Trump
said.

Iranian state media later
reported U.S. strikes across
the country, including mil-
itary sites in a province
near Tehran. Semi-official

news agencies said that a
Navy officer was killed.
Iran retaliated by attack-
ing nations in the region
hosting U.S. military forc-
es, while insisting it alone
must control the Strait.

New questions

The U.S. military and Mr.
Trump asserted that the
Strait remained open on
Sunday. Iran said the Strait
was closed until calm is

restored. The fighting
raised new questions
about the interim deal Iran
and the U.S. reached on
June 17, beginning a 60-day
period aimed at reaching a
permanent end to the war.

“The era of one-sided
deals is OVER,” Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf,
Speaker of Iran’s Parlia-
ment and a key negotiator,
wrote. “We told you: keep
your word or pay the

Govt. slams ship
attack off Oman;
seafarer missing

CHENNAI

The government has
condemned the attack on a
Cyprus-flagged commercial
vessel off the coast of Oman
that left one of its 11 Indian
crew members missing. “We
condemn the attack on the
commercial vessel GFS
Galaxy...,” it said. » PAGE 4

price. Reality is knocking.”

Tehran added that it
would consider targeting
“additional enemy bases in
the region” if it faced more
attacks.

Qatar’s military said it
intercepted incoming Ira-
nian fire. Three people, in-
cluding a child, were
wounded as a result of
shrapnel from the inter-
ception of Iranian attacks,
Qatar’s Interior Ministry

said. Missile alerts sounded
in Bahrain which houses
the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet.
Kuwait’s military also said
it was intercepting incom-
ing fire.

The Omani state news
agency said drones struck
sites in an area that sits on
the Strait of Hormuz and is-
sued a shelter-in-place
warning for residents in
the region. The attack
came a day after Oman and
Iran held talks on the
strait. Oman summoned
the Iranian Ambassador to
protest the strikes, the first
such move since the war
began, calling Iran’s acts
“irresponsible.”

Three Iranian missiles
struck areas across Jordan,
causing minor damage but
no injuries, Jordan’s state
news agency reported. Si-
rens also sounded in the
UAE, but the government
said missiles did not cross
into its territory.

A Cyprus-flagged con-
tainer ship was hit by Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard said multiple vessels
ignored orders; one ‘was hit by a warning shot’

and suffered “significant
engine room damage,”
CENTCOM said.

Iran’s paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard said
multiple vessels “disre-
garded our warnings” and
ignored instructions to fol-
low what it called an ap-
proved route. One “was
struck by a warning shot
and brought to a stop”.

The Strait, a key route
for the global supply of oil
and natural gas, has be-
come the key sticking point
in negotiations, and fight-
ing over the past week has
left negotiations in danger
of collapse.

Oman on Saturday said
it and Iran agreed to conti-
nue discussing the Strait
“at the technical and politi-
cal levels.” Iran offered no
statement about the Strait
being open to all, someth-
ing sought by the Trump
administration.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 15

Star gazing
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An Argentina fan sitting on a traditional fishing boat looks at a massive cutout of the football icon Lionel Messi at the Vizhinjam International
Sea Port in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

Taliban delegation on mission to
‘boost agricultural ties with India’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Taliban administra-
tion of Afghanistan has ex-
pressed desire to enhance
agricultural cooperation
with India, covering areas
such as agricultural trade,
infrastructure  develop-
ment, and irrigation, the
External Affairs Ministry
said on Sunday.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the discussions
took place during the six-
day visit of Ataullah Omari,
the Minister for Agricul-
ture, Irrigation and Lives-
tock of the Taliban admi-
nistration. The visit ended
on Sunday.

Among the issues dis-
cussed were cooperation
in food processing through
value addition, capacity
building and the promo-
tion of bilateral trade in
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Afghan Agriculture Minister Mawlawi Attaullah Omari at the meet at
PHD House, in Delhi, on Friday. ANI

agricultural and food pro-
ducts.

During the visit, Mr.
Omari met Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare and Minister of Ru-
ral Development Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Minis-
ter of Food Processing In-
dustries Chirag Paswan.

Mr. Omari also met Mi-

nister of State for External
Affairs Pabitra Margherita.

The Afghan delegation,
led by Mr. Omari, also held
meetings with the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NA-
BARD), the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR), the Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute

(IARI), the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FIC-
CI) and the PHD Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry.

Recognition and aid
India has not yet formally
recognised the Taliban ad-
ministration in Kabul, but
has upgraded the ‘techni-
cal team’ in the Indian Em-
bassy in Kabul to the level
of chargé d'affaires.

India has been sending
food, medicines and other
essential items to Afghanis-
tan as the country conti-
nues to battle a shortage of
essential commodities and
life-saving medicines.

Much of the assistance
was routed through Iran’s
Chabahar port before the
United States-Israel war
against Iran disrupted the
route.

PM must restore Statehood
to J&K, says CM Abdullah

Peerzada Ashi

JAMMU

Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s repeated
promise to restore State-
hood to Jammu and Kash-
mir, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Sunday said a
commitment made by the
country’s highest elected

leader  should carry
weight.

“In [Jammu’s] Katra, the
Prime Minister talked

about the restoration of

J&K Statehood, with these

words that ‘it isn’t an or-
dinary promise but Modi’s
promise’. If the Prime Mi-
nister makes a promise, it
should carry some weight,
and there should be some
action on it,” Mr. Abdullah
said at a public meeting af-
ter a rally here.

This was the second ma-

jor public rally by the rul-

ing National Conference
(NC) ahead of its proposed

July 20 protest at Jantar

Mantar in New Delhi to de-
mand restoration of State-
hood and constitutional
guarantees.

“Whenever the people
of J&K seek fulfilment of
the promise, we are told it
will happen ‘at the appro-
priate time’,” he said.

“The restoration of
Statehood is not the cause
of any one party; it is the
cause of every citizen of

Jammu and Kashmir. That

is why we have invited ev-
ery political party and
leader to join us on July 20.
With elections still years
away, this is the time to rise
above politics and stand
united for our shared fu-
ture,” Mr. Abdullah added.

Referring to the Centre’s
outreach to Ladakh with
Article 371 safeguards, Mr.
Abdullah said, “If dialogue
and constitutional safe-
guards can be offered to
those who choose to prot-

NC workers listen to CM Omar Abdullah speak at a rally demanding
the restoration of Statehood to J&K in Jammu on Sunday. AP

Police arrest 3 publishers for
‘pro-separatist’ books in J&K

The Hindu Bureau
JAMMU

The counter-intelligence
unit of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Sunday
arrested three publishers
for allegedly bringing out
“pro-separatist” books

under Samagra Shiksha
scheme. The police have
lodged a case under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 4

est, why are the democrat-
ic aspirations of the people
of J&K denied? We seek
nothing more than the res-
toration of our rightful
Statehood and the authori-
ty to govern through the
mandate given to us by the
people.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary
said restoration of State-
hood is a must to ensure
good days for J&K, adding,
“Give us back Statehood so
that we can address em-
ployment issues. This is
the voice of the people of
J&K”

Meanwhile, BJP leader
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma said:
“Statehood is a process.
The Army, intelligence
agencies, and all constitu-
tional institutions are sta-
keholders. It does not

come overnight. It is our

commitment, and it will be
restored at the appropriate
time.”

CPI(M) backs sit-in
Meanwhile, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
extended support to the Ju-
ly 20 protest. “The deci-
sion of the August 5, 2019 —
when Article 370 and Arti-
cle 35-A were abrogated —
was taken without any con-
sultation with stakeholders
of J&K, and it remains as an
unprecedented assault on
the rights of the people. It
was not an attack on one
party or one region alone,
but one that touched every
community, caste and
creed in the entire region,”
said CPI(M) State Secretary
Abass Rather.

He appealed to political
parties, organisations and
citizens to set aside diffe-
rences and join hands for
this cause on July 20.
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Bihar CM unveils development

projects worth 1,047 crore

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary
inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for
982 development projects worth 1,047.09 crore
in Muzaffarpur district on Sunday. They included
669 projects worth 375.04 crore were unveiled
under the Mukhyamantri Samagra Shahri Vikas
Yojana, 3 projects worth ¥233.77 crore under the
Storm Water Drainage Scheme, and the
Muzaffarpur Smart City project worth 3213.25
crore. The CM also inaugurated the Sikandarpur
Lake Front, developed at a cost of ¥213.25 crore
under the Muzaffarpur Smart City project.

Abhishek booked after woman

loses leg, blames health camp

Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek Banerjee has
been booked after a woman complained that she
lost a leg following treatment for knee pain at a
Sebaashray camp, a healthcare outreach
initiative launched by the Opposition leader in
West Bengal a few months ago, officials said on
Sunday. Intervening in the controversy, State
Health Minister Sharadwat Mukhopadhyay spoke
to the complainant and asked her family
members to visit Swasthya Bhawan, the Health
Department headquarters in Salt Lake, on
Monday for a review of the case, sources said. rm

Narottam accepts BJP’s poll
choice after visiting Delhi

Sources said BJP leader met party president Nitin Nabin, though the Madhya Pradesh leader said

he went to Delhi jjust like that’; sources said he was told to back down and rein in his supporters

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

ays after the BJP
]) picked another
candidate  over

him for the bypoll in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Datia, the
State’s former Home Mi-
nister Narottam Mishra,
who went to Delhi on Sun-
day, denied meeting any
leader from the party’s
high command, saying he
“wasn’t called” to the na-
tional capital and “went
(there) just like that”.
Sources said Mr. Mishra
met Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national president Ni-
tin Nabin. He was “in-
structed to back down and
calm his supporters in Da-
tia and work for the party’s
candidate”, a source said.
The visit took place on a
day party leaders held
meetings in Datia to review
preparedness for the July
30 Assembly byelection.
Late on Saturday, Mr.
Mishra met Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav, State BJP
chief Hemant Khandelwal
and the party’s zonal gen-
eral secretary (organisa-
tion) Ajay Jamwal in Bho-

now and the cadres are calm. PTI

pal. The meetings came
amid murmurs of him re-
senting the party denying
him the ticket and fielding
debutant Ashutosh Tiwari
instead.

The move had triggered
massive protests in Datia
where Mr. Mishra’s sup-
porters turned violent.

The police registered
FIRs against more than 20
BJP workers after at least
eight police personnel, in-
cluding the SP and Addi-
tional SP, were injured.

Speaking in New Delhi,
Mr. Mishra termed the
protests a result of “sud-

BJP leader Narottam Mishra said that the issues have settled down

den anger”. “Today, all the
main people [BJP leaders]
are in Datia and they [the
workers] have put forth
their views. Everything
has calmed down now.”
Once considered
among the influential BJP
leaders in the State, Mr.
Mishra said it has now
been established that he
does not have a “tall sta-
ture”. “Accepting the par-
ty’s decision with utmost
respect and working for
the organisation is our sole
objective. I will work as a
dedicated party worker,”
he said, adding that he has

not sought or been given
any assurances for his pol-
itical future by the party
leadership.

‘Not pointing fingers’

On rumours that he was
denied the ticket on the in-
sistence of some senior
State BJP leaders, Mr. Mis-
hra said, “No, I don’t
blame the organisation,
nor do I blame the Chief
Minister. I do not point fin-
gers at anyone. I believe
that there must have been
some shortcoming on my
part. I will introspect and
improve myself.”

Various BJP leaders, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Jagdish Devda and
the State’s party in-charge
Mahendra Singh, visited
Datia and held meetings
with Mr. Tiwari, local par-
ty leaders and officer bear-
ers, many of whom had re-
signed in protest following
the declaration of the
candidate.

Mr. Tiwari will face Con-
gress’s Ghanshyam Singh,
who hails from the erst-
while royal family of Datia
and is a former MLA from
neighbouring Sewda seat.

Trinamool leader
Rabindranath Ghosh
joins Ritabrata camp

Press Trust of India
COOCH BEHAR

Veteran Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) leader and
former North Bengal Deve-
lopment Minister Rabin-
dranath Ghosh on Sunday
claimed that most dissi-
dent leaders who joined
the Ritabrata Banerjee-led
rebel faction would return
to Mamata Banerjee if she
succeeded in sidelining her
nephew, Abhishek Baner-
jee, from active politics.

Mr. Ghosh emerged as
the latest entrant to the re-
bel faction led by the Lead-
er of the Opposition and
sever ties with the Mamata-
led camp, marking a signif-
icant political shift in
Cooch Behar and deepen-
ing the rift in the party.

The development
comes less than 24 hours
of the rebel camp stepping
up its bid for control of the
party and unveiling its pa-
rallel State and district
committees, drawing sev-
eral of Mamata’s long-time
loyalists - including former
Birbhum strongman Anu-
brata Mondal - into its fold
in a decisive shift from pol-
itical rebellion to
institution-building.

Mr. Ghosh, who is likely
to be named the party’s

Rabindranath Ghosh

Cooch Behar district presi-
dent by the rebel camp, ex-
pressed strong criticism of
Mr. Abhishek.

“There’s no denying
that Abhishek’s whims and
fancies..., over 80 sitting
MLAs and Ministers were
denied poll tickets and ma-
ny others removed from
their organisationsal posi-
tions, had a severe impact
on the party,” he said.

‘I-PAC ruined party’

Mr. Ghosh also alleged that
the TMC’s setback in the
Assembly poll was largely
the result of the influence
of political consultancy
firm Indian Political Action
Committee (I-PAC).

“There was no I-PAC in
2011 or 2016. Suddenly
they became indispensa-
ble. In the end, they des-
troyed the party and
walked away,” he said.

Rise in maternal deaths reflects deepening crisis
in Rajasthan’s public health system, says Gehlot

Press Trust of India
JAIPUR

Amid mounting concerns
over maternal deaths in
Rajasthan, former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Sunday said the rising
number of fatalities were
“frightening and shocking”
and reflect a “deepening
crisis” in the State’s public
health system.

Mr. Gehlot’s remarks
came after eight women
and a minor, who under-
went surgery in the obste-
trics and gynaecology de-
partment at two
government hospitals of
Bhilwara and Banswara
districts of Rajasthan, died
over the past week.

“Now, after four deaths
in Banswara, reports of 18
deaths in two months have

emerged. The lack of ac-
countability from the go-
vernment is making the sit-
uation even more serious,”
the Congress leader said.

‘Administrative failure’

Alleging administrative fai-
lure, he said the govern-
ment has been unable to
handle the crisis. “Han-
dling this crisis, saving the
lives of pregnant women

and restoring trust in the
health system is beyond
the capacity of this govern-
ment. Its insensitivity and
lack of accountability are
worsening the situation.”
Mr. Gehlot said urgent
steps are needed to pre-
vent further deaths. “The
Centre must take this se-
riously and take corrective
measures, otherwise more
lives may be lost,” he said.

Tripura CM opens new hospital in Agartala, says
govt. mulling medical colleges in interior areas

Syed Sajjad Ali
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Ma-
nik Saha, inaugurated the
fourth major public hospi-
tal in Agartala on Sunday
(July 12, 2026) to ease pa-
tient pressure and meet
demand for a super spe-
cialty hospital in Tripura.
The new facility has been
named Dr. Syama Prasad

Mookerjee Agartala Civil
Hospital.

The Chief Minister said
multidisciplinary  health
services have been provid-
ed through the develop-
ment of infrastructure, in-
stallation of advanced
technology, and specialist
services. “It is a matter of
great pride that our spe-
cialists have successfully
performed kidney tran-

splants,” he said.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced that the State go-
vernment has considerably
increased the number of
beds in hospitals. He an-
nounced that the Govern-
ment has received propo-
sals to set up new medical
colleges even in interior
areas. The proposals are
being examined, but Band-
han Bank’s proposal to es-

tablish a medical college at
Ambassa — headquarters
of the tribal-dominated
Dhalai district — has been
cleared by the Cabinet.

Tripura presently has
one government-run medi-
cal college and one dental
college. The Chief Minister
said critical patients are be-
ing referred to hospitals
within the State because of
the advanced facilities.

SPOTLIGHT

Senjuti Sengupta
Shiv Sahay Singh

A blue and white metal
pole, about 2.5 metres tall,
with a freshly painted
green coloured signboard
stands at the edge of the
street leading eastward
from Park Circus 7 Point
Crossing in Kolkata.

Not more than a dozen
houses stand on the left
side of the street. On the
right side is the Park Circus
Maidan, which was the ep-
icentre of the anti-Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act,
protests a few years ago.

A lush growth of the
green grass now covers the
protest site while the hurri-
edly erected signboard
reads ‘Gopal Mukherjee
Road’, in Bengali and En-
glish. Before June 20, this
road was called Suhrawar-
dy Avenue. However, with-
in six weeks of coming to
power, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) government
in West Bengal named it af-
ter Gopal Mukherjee, who
ran a goat meat shop in
north Kolkata and is consi-
dered to have “saved Hin-
dus during the Great Cal-
cutta Killings in 1946”.

This is not the first in-
stance where a govern-
ment of the day has re-
named a street. Then why
is renaming of Suhrawardy
Avenue a crucial moment
in West Bengal politics?
That’s because even 78
years after the country’s
Independence and the Par-
tition of Bengal, the role of
Huseyn Shaheed Suhra-
wardy and Gopal Mukher-
jee, intertwined with each
other, continue to domi-
nate the political discourse

of the State.

In the years leading to
the 2026 West Bengal As-
sembly poll, the State wit-
nessed a massive cam-
paign mounted by the BJP
and its allies glorifying Go-
pal Mukherjee. At the same
time, they also invoked the
legacy of Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy - a prominent
Bengali politician who
served as the last Prime Mi-
nister of undivided Bengal
and later as the Prime Mi-
nister of Pakistan - and
blamed him for the “mas-
sacre of innocent citizens”.

However, the road in
question was not named
after Huseyn Suhrawardy.
Instead, it was named after
his uncle Sir Hassan Suhra-
wardy.

Mistaken identity?
“Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration has decided that the
road known as Suhrawardy
Avenue in KMC area will be
named and henceforth be
known as Gopal Mukher-
jee Road,” read a single-
line notification published
by the civic body on June
20.

Calling the decision his-
toric, Chief Minister Suven-
du Minister said, “Finally
restoration of historical
justice will be achieved by
honouring a true guardian
and saviour.” Adhikari, the
first BJP Chief Minister of
West Bengal, also added in
a social media message
that “for decades a major
artery of our city bore the
name of someone who wil-
fully misused state power
as a weapon, orchestrating
the massacre of innocent
citizens for sheer political
gain”.

The Chief Minister was
referring to Huseyn Suhra-
wardy whom the BJP and

Road rage in Bengal

Soon after the BJP govt. renamed Kolkata’s Suhrawardy Avenue as Gopal

Mukherjee Road, public outcry and historical evidence started pouring

out that the street was not named after the man whom it blames for

killings, but the first Muslim V-C of Calcutta University. Here’s why the

renaming of the street marks a crucial moment in Bengal politics

—a 5

An elderly resident near a signboard pointing towards the Gopal Mukherjee Road. SENJUTI SENGUPTA

its allies blame for the com-
munal riots of 1946. But
then the road wasn’t
named after him.

P.T. Nair, known as the
‘Barefoot Historian of Cal-
cutta’, in his book, A Histo-
ry of Calcutta’s Streets, ex-
plains how the street got its
name. According to the
book, “The new road con-
structed by the Calcutta
Improvement Trust from
Park Circus Junction of Ka-
sai Para Lane on which
stands the house of Sir Has-
san Suhrawardy, Vice-

= et 2 -

Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Calcutta, will be
known as Suhrawardy Ave-
nue.” The name was noti-
fied on April 20, 1933.

The real account

Nair gave a detailed ac-
count of the accomplish-
ments of Hassan Suhrawar-
dy, describing him as
two-time Vice-Chancellor
of University of Calcutta,
distinguished Muslim med-
ico from the point of aca-
demic attainments, a pro-
minent member of the

|
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Bengal Legislative Council
and its first Muslim to be
elected Deputy President.
The historian also gave a
description as to how Has-
san got his knighthood: “It
was during the days of his
vice-chancellorship  that
Sir Stanley Jackson, the
Chancellor of the Calcutta
University and the Gover-
nor of Bengal, was at-
tacked by a girl student
during the convocation
and it was Dr. Hassan Suh-
rawardy’s courageous and
timely action that saved

the Governor's life. His
Knighthood was a reward
for this and was granted by
a special communique by
the King and not during
the usual New Year and
Birthday Honours’ Lists”.

The student referred to
here was freedom fighter
Bina Das, who made an as-
sassination attempt at the
Bengal Governor on Febru-
ary 6, 1932.

When it became clear in
the political circles that the
BJP leadership had re-
named the street linking it
to the wrong Suhrawardy,
leaders from the Opposi-
tion parties criticised the
name change. The Con-
gress’s media and publicity
department chairman Pa-
wan Khera cited Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
message in the book, Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee:
The Great Educationist, to
argue that the Hindutva
ideologue and Jana Sangh
founder had been a sup-
porter of Hassan Suhrawar-
dy, after whom the road
was named.

“Typical of the BJP’s
abysmal ignorance to re-
move the name of Dr. Has-
san Suhrawardy, first Mus-
lim Vice-chancellor of
Calcutta [University] when
they targeted his nephew
Huseyn Suhrawardy. Why
don’t they read history so-
metime?” retired bureau-
crat and former Rajya Sab-
ha MP Jawhar Sircar said in
apost on X.

After the criticism, BJP’s
IT Cell in-charge Amit Mal-
viya said West Bengal will
have nothing to do with the
Suhrawardys. Malviya criti-
cised both the Suhrawar-
dys, calling the uncle close-
ly associated with the
British and his nephew as
one of the most controver-

sial political figures of the
pre-Partition era.

Almost 11 years ago, the
West Bengal government
declassified secret Cabinet
papers relating to Subhas
Chandra Bose. In the pap-
ers that were declassified,
the role of Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy also became
more pronounced. The
papers revealed that Hu-
seyn Suhrawardy claimed
it was the withdrawal of the
police during the riots that
led the situation to acquire
such grim proportions. Ho-
wever, he also claimed that
there was no delay in call-
ing the military.

The house of Gopal
Mukherjee is located less
than 5 km away in Kolka-
ta’s Bowbazar area, where
his descendants live. The
family members said the
film Bengal Files released in
2025 has added to his pop-
ularity but they are not ve-
ry happy that he was
shown as a butcher or
meat shop owner. Despite
the opposition from the
then Trinamool Congress
government, film director
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri
and a few BJP leaders, in-
cluding current Finance
Minister Swapan Dasgup-
ta, held a private screening
of the film in Kolkata.

The family members
said while the film fo-
cussed on the role of Muk-
herjee, neither the director
nor anyone from his team
spoke to them. They said
they were not invited for
the private screening. Ho-
wever, they are now happy
that now a road is named
after their forefather.

“Despite his contribu-
tion to save the Hindu com-
munity during the Great
Calcutta Killings in 1946,
the previous governments

were silent about Gopal
Mukherjee. We are happy
that they took the initiative
to name the road after him
instead of Hassan Suhra-
wardy,” his grandson
Shantanu Mukherjee said.

While there is much en-
thusiasm among the family
members about the renam-
ing of the road, the people
who have lived on the ave-
nue for almost nine de-
cades do not think much of
the development. “Will
this change of name make
our lives any better? I have
been living here for over 55
years,” said Sheikh Ismail,
who runs a street laundry
shop on the avenue.

In their defence
Defending the decision to
rename the avenue to Go-
pal Mukherjee Road, Adhi-
kari said, “In Kolkata the
names of Mughal, Pathans
and oppressive foreign rul-
ers will not remain.”

He said Sister Nivedita, a
disciple of Swami Viveka-
nada, remains the only ex-
ception in this regard. Ad-
hikari on June 23
announced setting up of a
panel that will evaluate re-
naming proposals related
to roads and streets.

Former Vice-Chancellor
of North Bengal University
Professor Om Prakash Mis-
hra said politics of name or
nomenclature change has
been practised everywh-
ere and by varieties of pol-
itical regimes.

The re-christening of
Suhrawardy Avenue, he
added, may just be the be-
ginning of a renaming exer-
cise in Bengal.
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Farewell moment: Mortal remains of S. Janaki kept at Maharaja’s

|

college grounds in Mysuru for public viewing. M.A. SRIRAM

Music legend Janaki
cremated with state
honours in Mysuru

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Legendary singer S. Janaki
was cremated with state
honours at a farmhouse in
Kaniyanahundi near Mysu-
ru on Sunday evening.

Janaki’s granddaughter
Apsara Vydyula performed
the last rites as per Telugu
Brahmin traditions in the
presence of her close rela-
tives, people’s representa-
tives, friends, and a large
number of admirers and
the general public.

Earlier, Janaki’s mortal
remains were brought in a
vehicle with police escort
to the farmhouse in H.D.
Kote taluk of Mysuru dis-
trict from Maharaja’s Col-
lege grounds, where it was
kept for the public to pay
homage. The last rites
were held at the farm-
house belonging to Janaki’s
admirer and caretaker Na-
veen as per the singer’s
wishes. Janaki’s late hus-
band Ramprasad was from
Mysuru and the singer had
chosen to make Mysuru
her home in the past few

years. Janaki’s husband
and their only son Murali
Krishna had predeceased
her.

‘Unique soul’

Ms. Apsara thanked the go-
vernment for the state ho-
nours and public homage.
On Janaki, Ms. Apsara said
her grandmother was one
of a kind with remarkable
talent. “I will remember
her more as a grandmoth-
er. She was full of love and
laughter with a child-like
spirit. She was a unique
soul,” Ms. Apsara said.

Several  personalities
from the Kannada film in-
dustry, including chairper-
son of the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce S.
Jaimala, veteran actor Bha-
rathi Vishnuvardhan, and
noted music composer
Hamsalekha, attended the
cremation.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi condoled
the passing of the veteran
singer and said her songs
gave voice to every emo-
tion with unparalleled
grace as well as versatility.

Minister slams ‘interference’
by Kerala HC in temple affairs

No freedom for Devaswom Board to take decisions on Sabarimala as HC is giving instructions even

on ritual matters, says K. Muraleedharan; he expresses concern over SIT probe into gold theft case

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

evaswom Minister
D K. Muraleedharan
on Sunday

slammed the Kerala High
Court for “excessive inter-
ference” in the affairs of
the Sabarimala Ayyappa
temple and other temples
in the State.

Speaking at a public
event, he said the time had
come to rethink whether
the court should interfere
in all such matters, thus
limiting the role of the De-
vaswom Boards and devo-
tees.

Many of the interven-
tions undermined the au-
tonomy of the temples and
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K. Muraleedharan expressed concern that the SIT report on the

Sabarimala gold theft is yet to be made public. FILE PHOTO

the rights of the believers,
he said.

“There is no freedom
for the Devaswom Board
or the government to take
decisions on Sabarimala.
The High Court is directly

giving instructions even on
ritual matters like which
flower to use in temples. It
is time for a serious discus-
sion on the extent of the
court’s intervention in the
ritual and administrative

matters of temples,” the
Minister said.

Mr. Muraleedharan said
he had raised the issue in
the Assembly. When such
opinions were expressed
outside the Assembly, he
said there was a possibility
of contempt of court in-
stead of democratic discus-
sions. Even then, the
boards and devotees
should stand together, con-
sidering the seriousness of
the issue. He expressed
concern that the report of
the Special Investigation
Team into the Sabarimala
gold theft is yet to see the
light of the day. At this rate,
the investigation would not
be completed anytime
soon, he said.

Govt. to fly bodies of capsize victims to India

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The bodies of the 15 tou-
rists, who were killed in
the accident off Vietnam’s
Phu Quoc Island, were ta-
ken to Ho Chi Minh City on
Sunday, from where they
will be flown to India soon,
the Indian Embassy in Ha-
noi said.

The Indian mission also
said that 16 of the 17 res-
cued Indian tourists are on
their way back home.

The Union government
is continuing its efforts to
assist the victims’ kin, with
steps under way to repa-
triate the remains.

The condition of Gelli
Kishore, the survivor from
Andhra Pradesh who sus-
tained critical injuries in
the accident, remains se-
rious, said officials, forcing
doctors to postpone his
evacuation.

Ten of the deceased are
from Tamil Nadu, three
from Andhra Pradesh, and
two from Kerala.

The bodies of A.C. Tho-
mas and his wife, Loveni
Thomas, the two victims
from Kerala, will be
brought to the Mumbai air-
port on Monday around 10
p.m, the Kerala Chief Mi-
nister’s Office informed.

Officials at the Andhra

Condition of one
survivor from
Andhra Pradesh is
serious, forcing
doctors to put off
his evacuation

Pradesh Bhavan in New
Delhi said Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister K. Rammo-
han Naidu had intervened
to expedite the repatria-
tion of the mortal remains
of the three victims from
the State.

Naidu’s review
Following details furnished
by the respective District

Collectors on the designat-
ed recipients, a request
was submitted through the
e-Care portal for transport-
ing the mortal remains of
Nallapeta Adiseshaiah Ravi
Teja to Bengaluru, Gelli
Jaya Lakshmi to Vijayawa-
da, and Mudium Sreedhar
to Chennai.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu reviewed the assis-
tance being extended to
the accident victims.

Meanwhile, on Sunday,
the Vietnamese police ar-
rested the captain of the
speedboat that capsized,
authorities said.

(With inputs from agencies)

Assam CM launches
anti-drugs drive;
seeks joint action

Rahul Karmakar
DAULASAL (ASSAM)

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday announced a
“ruthless’ drive against
drug trafficking and said
inter-State coordination to
break the backbone of the
drug cartels improved af-
ter the installation of a Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) go-
vernment in West Bengal.

Launching a State-level
drugs disposal campaign at
the 14th Assam Police Bat-
talion headquarters in Nal-
bari district’s Daulasal, he
said seized drugs worth
%472.51 crore would be des-
troyed across nine dis-
tricts.

He initiated the inciner-
ation of a portion of the
seized heroin, cannabis,
methamphetamine, and
other drugs and drove a
road roller to crush bottles
of illegal cough syrups.

Mr. Sarma told journal-
ists that a joint approach
between the Centre and
Assam would help track
the illicit movement of sub-
stances, identify history
sheeters, nab traffickers at
the borders before they en-
ter the State and prepare a
strong case to prosecute
them. “We will be ruthless
in this fight against drugs.
It is a promise and warn-
ing,” he said.

3,300 cases filed

He said the State police
and other agencies seized
drugs and psychotropic
substances worth 33,227
crore and registered 3,300
cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic

Himanta Biswa Sarma

Substances Act in Assam
over the past five years.

Mr. Sarma said the traf-
ficking of drugs from
Myanmar via Manipur and
Mizoram had been a mat-
ter of concern, as Assam
was slowly being used as a
transit. From Assam, they
were trafficked to West
Bengal and then to other
parts of the country.

“The inter-State under-
standing has improved, es-
pecially after the BJP
formed the government in
West Bengal. Better inter-
State coordination is im-
portant for establishing
forward and backward lin-
kages, because the war
against drugs does not end
with the arrest of a traffick-
er,” he said.

Mr. Sarma further said
that the Centre had been in
touch with the Myanmar
authorities and streng-
thening the border points
in Manipur and Mizoram.

“I am sure that the war
against drugs will get inten-
sified with the help of our
international partners. Gi-
ven the kind of intelligence
and technology that the go-
vernment of India now
has, I am confident that we
will be able to work more
effectively,” he said.

Leopard seen
near Tirumala
walking path;
surveillance
stepped up

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister and Minister
for Environment and For-
ests K. Pawan Kalyan has
asked officials to take steps
for the safety of devotees
using the Tirumala foot-
path, after a leopard was
found roaming near Dora-
sani Mandapam.

A press release said Mr.
Pawan Kalyan had directed
that H.A.N.U.M.A.N (Heal-
ing and Nurturing Units for
Monitoring, Aid and Nurs-
ing of Wildlife) teams be
deployed to ensure the
wild cat caused no harm to
the devotees.

‘Move in groups’

He asked the Forest De-
partment and the Tiruma-
la Tirupati Devasthanams’s
(TTD) forest and vigilance
wings to coordinate pro-
perly so that the devotees
would be safe, and advised
that they move in groups.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter advised officials to take
appropriate measures to
ensure that pilgrims were
not disturbed. Officials ex-
plained to the Deputy
Chief Minister the mea-
sures being taken, in coor-
dination with the Forest
Department, the TTD For-
est Wing and the TTD Vigi-
lance Wing, to ensure pil-
grim safety.

Mr. Kalyan asked offi-
cials to alert the pilgrims
and clear dense thickets in
sensitive areas. He stressed
the need for adequate se-
curity measures to allay
fears of pilgrims.

The big cat was spotted
near the Lord Narasimha
Swamy temple, about half-
way along the Alipiri foot-
path.
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Karnataka urges Kerala to donate
elephant to Mookambika temple

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

The Kerala Forest Depart-
ment is facing increased
pressure to donate or facil-
itate the transfer of captive
elephants to neighbouring
States.

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar has
written to his Kerala coun-
terpart, V.D. Satheesan, to
facilitate “the donation of a
female elephant from any
willing temple in Kerala” to
the Kollur Mookambika
Temple in Karnataka, to
“participate in religious ce-
remonies and temple ri-
tuals”.

Mr. Shivakumar has
sought the help of Mr. Sath-
eesan in facilitating the do-

across the State. R.K. NITHIN

nation in “compliance with
all applicable statutory
provisions, rules” as he felt
that the “noble gesture
would further strengthen
the centuries-old spiritual

Kerala has around 30 captive elephants in government-run camps
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and cultural relationship”
between the two States.
Earlier, a request from
the Telangana Chief Minis-
ter seeking camp ele-
phants — pachyderms res-

cued and maintained in
the State’s camp facilities —
was turned down by the
Kerala government, ac-
cording to forest officials.

Kerala has around 30
captive  elephants in
camps, including at Kot-
toor, Dhoni, Malayattoor,
and Konni.

The captive elephant
population of Kerala is esti-
mated at 368.

Inter-State transfers can
be permitted only in cases
of elephants with owner-
ship certificates issued be-
fore February 24, 2024,
and their genetic profile
entered in the electronic
monitoring application of
the Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change.

Death toll reaches 8
in Wayanad debris
slip; all missing traced

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Emergency workers on
Sunday recovered the bo-
dy of one more person fol-
lowing the devastating de-
bris slip at a tunnel
construction site at Kalladi
in Wayanad’s Meppadi in
Kerala on July 7, taking the
death toll in the disaster to
eight.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Bikram Singh Ra-
na, a project manager from
Himachal Pradesh.

Rana’s body was reco-
vered on the sixth day of
the search from Zone II. It
was found in an area
where iron debris had ac-
cumulated following the

Emergency workers

SI booked
for letting
six-year-old
drive a car

The Hindu Bureau

recovered the body
of one more person
from Himachal
Pradesh

disaster.

Officials said that with
the recovery of his body,
all missing people had now
been accounted for.

After his relatives identi-
fied the body, it was shifted
to the Vythiri Taluk Hospi-
tal for  post-mortem
examination.

Following the proce-
dure, it will be shifted to
the Kozhikode Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital for embalming.

HYDERABAD

A Hyderabad Police Sub-In-
spector has been booked
after allowing his six-year-
old granddaughter to drive
a car on a busy road in
Narsingi, with the officer
claiming he was preparing
her for a Guinness World
Records attempt as the
world’s youngest driver.

The incident, which was
reported on Saturday,
came to light after a video
showing the child behind
the wheel while the officer
occupied the front passen-
ger seat went viral on so-
cial media platforms. A
case has been registered
against the officer.

After Minister’s incognito
bus ride, Bengaluru rolls out
passenger-friendly reforms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has issued a fresh
set of directives to its staff
to improve passenger ser-
vice and safety, following a
surprise late-night bus in-
spection by Transport Mi-
nister Byrathi Suresh on
Saturday.

The Minister travelled
incognito, wearing a face
mask, on over 10 BMTC
buses across Bengaluru to
assess the service.

Orders suspension

During the inspection, he
found a conductor and a
driver allegedly derelict in

Conductor asks
Minister to get down
after the latter did
not give exact change
for two tickets

their duties and recom-
mended their suspension.
A BMTC source told The
Hindu that an inquiry had
been ordered against the
said staff members and im-
mediate action initiated.
The Minister had board-
ed a bus travelling from
Hebbal towards Nagashet-
tihalli on Saturday night
and asked the conductor to
issue two tickets after
handing over a T100 note.
The conductor showed his

bag, saying he did not have
change, and asked the Mi-
nister to get off the bus if
he could not give exact
change.

The Minister also found
that a bus driver did not
halt at a stop, despite a
waiting passenger signall-
ing the driver.

Following the inspec-
tion, the BMTC directed its
drivers to halt buses at de-
signated stops. Drivers and
conductors should treat
passengers with respect.
Conductors should en-
courage commuters to use
the QR code-based UPI
payment facility. No pas-
senger should be forced to
alight for lack of change, it
said.

Drones move TB samples, cut diagnosis
costs from 39,451 to 391 in new ICMR trial

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

A drone flight costing pa-
tients almost nothing
could replace journeys that
once left suspected tuber-
culosis (TB) patients
spending an average of
39,451 out of their own
pockets. A study by the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Bibinagar, in Te-
langana has found that
transporting sputum sam-
ples by drone reduced pa-
tients’ average expenditure
to just ¥91 while cutting
diagnosis time from 15 days
to five days.

The study, published in
the International Journal
of Tuberculosis and Lung
Disease evaluated the im-
pact of using drones to
transport sputum samples
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The drone programme aims to streamline the transport of sputum

samples from PHCs in remote areas to testing facilities. FILE PHOTO

from remote villages to TB
testing centres in Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district under
the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research’s (ICMR) i-
DRONE initiative. The stu-
dy analysed data from 840
participants.

Before the intervention,

suspected TB patients from
remote villages, often lo-
cated 10 km to 30 km from
the nearest diagnostic

centre, had to travel over
poor roads with limited pu-
blic transport to access
testing facilities. During
the drone phase, patients

only needed to visit their
nearest PHC or subcentre,
where trained healthcare
workers collected and se-
curely packaged sputum
samples before drones
transported them to the
designated TB facilities.

The average out-of-
pocket expenditure for pa-
tients, including medical
expenses, travel, food and
wage loss for both patients
and attendants, dropped
from %9,451 to 390.9. The
intervention also improved
reporting times. Before
drones were introduced,
over 92% of patients waited
more than two days to re-
ceive their test results.

During the drone phase,
76.3% received results the
next day, while only 16.3%
experienced delays
beyond two days.
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Minister questions
Punjab film claims,
calls for evidence

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Amid the controversy sur-
rounding the film Satluj
and its removal from an
OTT platform, Union Mi-
nister of State for Railways,
and Food Processing In-
dustries Ravneet Singh Bit-
tu said on Sunday that the
filmmakers could not hide
behind “the excuse of crea-
tive freedom” while pre-
senting disputed claims as
established history.

The film, earlier titled
Punjab ’95, details the life
of activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra during the turbu-
lent period of militancy in
Punjab from the mid-1980s
to the early-1990s. It was
released uncut on the
ZEES5 OTT platform on July
3 after being renamed Sat-
luj. However, it was re-
moved from the platform
two days later.

“Punjab’s painful past is
not a script to be selective-
ly edited to suit a narrative.
I challenge the producer
and director of the movie
Satluj to place before the
people of Punjab the com-
plete documentary evi-
dence, official records, jud-
icial findings and
authenticated data that

Ravneet Singh Bittu

conclusively establish the
figure of 25,000 missing or
illegally cremated bodies
portrayed in the film,” the
Minister said in a state-
ment.

“If this figure is based
merely on an estimate or
allegation, why has it been
projected as an established
historical fact? Why were
viewers not informed that
this number has not been
conclusively established by
any final judicial determi-
nation?” Mr. Bittu said.

“No responsible film-
maker has the right to dis-
tort history by presenting
contested figures as un-
questionable truth. Pun-
jab’s history cannot be
rewritten through selective
storytelling. Truth must
prevail over propaganda,
facts over fiction.”

One Indian seafarer missing in
attack on Cyprus-flagged vessel

10 of the crew rescued; authorities are coordinating with Omani agencies and Indian Embassy in Muscat to assist the

seafarers and keep kin informed; New Delhi condemns the strike on vessel; the U.S. blamed an Iranian body for the attack

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

he Indian govern-
Tment has con-
demned the attack

on a Cyprus-flagged com-
mercial vessel off the coast
of Oman that left one of its
11 Indian crew members
missing.

“We condemn the at-
tack on the commercial
vessel GFS Galaxy off the
coast of Oman, earlier to-
day. Of the 11 Indian nation-
als on board, 10 have been
rescued so far, while one
Indian national is report-
edly missing,” the External
Affairs Ministry said in a
statement. The U.S. Cen-
tral Command blamed
Iran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC),
saying it had “blatantly at-
tacked” the ship.

Evacuation and rescue

The container vessel, MV
GFS Galaxy, with a cargo
carrying capacity of about
88,000 tonnes, was sailing
near Omani waters when it
was hit by a projectile
around 2 a.m. (UAE time).
The impact reportedly

Tense strait: A cargo ship anchored near the Strait of Hormuz off
the eastern coast of UAE on Saturday. AFP

caused a fire in the engine
room, leaving the ship
without propulsion or
steering. The crew an-
chored the vessel before
evacuating into lifeboats
and liferafts.

Heramb Karmarkar, the
ship’s third engineer, re-
mains missing, and search
and rescue operations are
continuing. His family has
been informed, sources
said. Three rescued crew
members sustained burns
and minor injuries and
have been admitted to hos-
pital in Oman. The remain-
ing crew members are be-
ing accommodated there
while formalities are
completed.

The ship had a crew of
24, comprising 11 Indians,
four Ukrainians, four Filipi-
nos, three Indonesians and
two Sri Lankans. Twenty-
three crew members were
rescued about two hours
after the evacuation by the
Royal Navy of Oman under
the coordination of the
Oman Maritime Security
Centre. The vessel’s condi-
tion and the extent of the
damage are yet to be ascer-
tained. The incident oc-
curred about nine nautical
miles east of Dahit, Oman,
within the Strait of Hormuz
transit corridor.

Indian authorities are
coordinating with Omani
agencies, the ship’s man-

agement company and the
Indian Embassy in Muscat
to monitor the situation
and assist the affected
crew. The families of the
Indian seafarers have been
contacted and are being
kept informed of develop-
ments and counselled.

The Ministry said the In-
dian Embassy in Oman was
closely monitoring the sit-
uation and coordinating
with Omani authorities in
the ongoing search and
rescue operation. “We
thank the Omani authori-
ties for their support,” it
said, adding that the conti-
nuing attacks on commer-
cial shipping in the region
were “deeply worrisome”.

“We reiterate our call
for immediate de-escala-
tion of tensions, and the
conclusion of ongoing ne-
gotiations for a diplomatic
solution so that peace and
stability can return to the
region,” the Ministry said.

“The targeting of com-
mercial shipping and civi-
lian infrastructure in the
region must end, and free
and unimpeded navigation
and commerce through
the international water-

ways, in keeping with in-
ternational law, must be
restored at the earliest,” it
said.

Meanwhile, the IRGC
Navy said the Strait of Hor-
muz was “closed until
further notice” and that no
vessel would be permitted
to transit it until U.S. inter-
vention in the region
ended.

The attack came a day
after talks between Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi and Omani offi-
cials on bilateral ties and
the Strait of Hormuz. The
two sides agreed to conti-
nue discussions, but the
talks did not appear to pro-
duce a breakthrough.

Oman had publicly de-
clared a route along its
coast to transit the Strait of
Hormuz, which has be-
come increasingly popular
among ships. But Iran has
been warning that vessels
should not take the route
near the Omani coast, dub-
bing it “unauthorised and
dangerous”.

The attack on GFS Ga-
laxy is the third attack on
ships taking the Omani
route in the last five days.

Activist held
for protests
against hotels
in Kaziranga

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Assam Police on Sun-
day detained activist Pra-
nab Doley, who has been
leading protests against
proposed luxury hotels
near the Kaziranga Nation-
al Park.

Booked under at least 15
Sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita in a case re-
gistered at the Bokakhat
police station, he was ta-
ken to Guwahati’s Dispur
police station for interroga-
tion. The Kaziranga Na-
tional Park is administered
from Bokakhat, about 240
km east of Guwahati.

“He will be handed over
to the Bokakhat Police for
further legal proceedings,”
a police officer said.

Mr. Doley, a resident of a
village near Bokakhat, said
he was “arrested” without
any papers. “We cannot
even be the voice of the pe-
ople. What kind of democ-
racy is this?” he said before
he was forced into a police
vehicle.

Mr. Doley is the founder
and co-founder of several
organisations, including
the All Kaziranga Affected
Communities’ Rights Com-
mittee, the People Ecology
Network.

T.N. hasn't drawn full quota of rice
in Central scheme in 5 of last 7 years

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu drew a lower
quantity of rice than the
quota allocated for Antyo-
daya Anna Yojana (AAY)
cardholders in five of the
last seven years under the
public distribution system.
In this context, Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay’s re-
quest to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi not to disturb
the existing provision as-
sumes significance.

Of the five years (from
2019-20 to 2025-26), it was
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic year (2020-21) that
the drawal was almost
close to the allocated figure
of around 6.99 lakh
tonnes, with the off-take
being about 98%.

In the remaining four
years, it varied from
around 73% during 2022-
23 and 2023-24 to 79% dur-
ing 2024-25. Only in two
years (2019-20 and 2025-
26) did the utilisation ex-
ceed the allocated quanti-
ty, close to 108%.

Between 2020 and
2023, the Union govern-
ment implemented the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-

Foodgrain quota

Allocation and drawal under Antyodaya
Anna Yojana in Tamil Nadu over the years

O
Allocatio
dra

(IN TONNES)
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201920 | 6,89,246 | 7,50,046 | 108.82

2020-21 | 6,99,628 | 6,86,052 | 98.06

202122 | 7,04,819 | 542,877 | 77.02

2022-23 | 7,43,975 | 550,171 | 73.95  AAYcaterstothe
poorest of the poor,

202324 | 751,547 | 552,537 | 7352 providing them with

202425 | 738,492 | 585,126 | 79.23 39 kgoffoodgrains
per family per month,

2025-26 7,39,718 8,01,574 108.36 free of cost.

SOURCE: FOODGRAIN BULLETINS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION OF THE UNION GOVERNMENT.

lyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) to provide free
foodgrains in addition to
the regular allocation in
view of the pandemic.

In those years, Tamil
Nadu came under criticism
of the Union government
that it had made more use
of the free foodgrains than
its regular allocation as rice
was then supplied to the
State at I3 per kg for AAY
and priority household
(PHH) cards. Since January
1, 2023, the Union govern-
ment has not been charg-
ing any amount for rice
meant for the two catego-

ries of cards. It has extend-
ed, for five years effective
January 1, 2024, the period
of distribution of free food-
grains, the arrangement of
which is named as the
PMGKAY.

In a recent letter to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Vijay
urged the Centre to retain
the present entitlement of
35 kg of foodgrains per
month for every house-
hold under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY), irres-
pective of the size of fami-
ly. The amendment, pro-
posed by the Centre, seeks
to provide 7 kg per person

per month, subject to an
overall ceiling of 35 kg per
household. Mr. Vijay ap-
prehended that the move,
if implemented, would “di-
minish the food security”
of nearly 70 lakh of the
most vulnerable people of
the State and result in the
reduction of the monthly
quota from 65,261 tonnes
to approximately 42,040
tonnes.

Enquiries with field offi-
cials reveal that many un-
deserving persons have
been added to the list of
AAY beneficiaries over the
years. They have to be
weeded out, and a drive is
in progress. As of now,
there are 18,64,600 AAY ra-
tion cards, covering
69,26,983 beneficiaries. Of
them, the number of AAY
cardholders, having the fa-
mily size of below 5, is 15.75
lakh, with 58.51 lakh
beneficiaries.

A former policymaker,
who handled the subject of
food for long, feels that the
Centre’s move is well
meaning, as the present
entitlement of 35 kg for an
AAY ration card has been
giving enormous scope for
misuse.

AIIMS final report finds skin tissue
on gym belt in Twisha death case’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The final forensic report by
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Delhi in
the Twisha Sharma death
case has concluded that a
gymnastics belt could have
been used in the alleged
murder as it found the pre-
sence of the victim’s skin
tissue on it, sources said.

The AIIMS medical
Board, which conducted a
court-ordered second
post-mortem on May 24,
submitted the report to the
CBI on July 10, confirming
that the alleged ligature
material — the gymnastics
belt with a metal ring at the
end — matched the injury
pattern on the victim’s
neck, they said.

Former  model-actor
Twisha, who married la-
wyer Samarth Singh in De-
cember 2025, was found
hanging at her marital
home in Bhopal on May 12.

The sources said the CBI
was studying the Delhi in-
stitute’s report after the
first autopsy at AIIMS, Bho-
pal proved inconclusive as
the alleged ligature mate-
rial was not produced be-

CBI officials with Samarth Singh during the recreation of the crime
scene in the Twisha death case in Bhopal on June 1. PTI

fore its medical Board. The
police seized the belt later
and submitted it for in-
spection to the Board led
by experts from the AIIMS,
Delhi, they said.

According to sources,
laboratory and histopatho-
logical examinations de-
tected skin tissue on the
belt, which corresponded
with the ligature mark and
injury pattern observed
during the second
post-mortem.

Dr. Sudhir Gupta, Head
of Forensic Medicine, Al-
IMS, Delhi, said the Board
undertook an exhaustive
scientific evaluation before
arriving at its conclusion.

“The medical Board de-
liberated very minutely on
the case from all possible
angles, taking into consid-
eration all available nation-
al and international jour-
nals for almost one month
before giving a detailed
opinion with scientific jus-
tification,” Dr. Gupta said.

Medico-legal case
According to the forward-
ing letter, the report was
handed over to the CBI in-
vestigating officer, while
the video recording of the
second post-mortem re-
mained in the custody of
the investigating agency.
According to the FIR

lodged in the case, Mr. Sa-
marth took Twisha to the
AIIMS, Bhopal, where he
claimed that she had
hanged herself at home at
10.20 p.m. on May 12. Ho-
wever, a doctor at the Al-
IMS, Bhopal told the police
later that Twisha had been
brought dead to the hospi-
tal, after which a medico-
legal case was registered,
the FIR said.

The first post-mortem
report concluded that the
death was caused by “ante-
mortem hanging by liga-
ture”, and found “multiple
ante-mortem injuries”.

However, alleging lapses
in the initial investigation
and post-mortem, her fa-
mily approached the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court,
which ordered a second
autopsy by the AIIMS, Del-
hi and subsequently trans-
ferred the investigation to
the CBL.

Twisha’s family had al-
leged that she was tor-
mented by her in-laws,
who were not satisfied
with the dowry paid at the
time of marriage. They le-
velled allegations of men-
tal torture and domestic
violence.

3 publishers arrested
for ‘pro-separatist’
books in Kashmir

The Hindu Bureau
JAMMU

The counter-intelligence
unit of the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Sunday
arrested three publishers
for allegedly bringing out
“pro-separatist” books un-
der the Samagra Shiksha
scheme.

Officials identified the
arrested persons as Inder-
pal, a publisher from Jam-
mu, and Amardeep Singh
and Girish Arora, both
from Delhi. The police
have lodged a case under
Sections 49, 61 (2), 152, 196,
and 353 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and Section
13 of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act.

CM
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The BJP had protested
against the two books on
July 7.

The books are Personali-
ties and Legends of J&K,
authored by Hilal Ahmad
and Santosh Meena and
published by the Oberoi
Book Service, Jammu, and
Great Personalities of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, authored
by Sushant Giri and pu-
blished by Anurag Prakash-
an, Delhi.

The first book profiles
separatist leaders Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, Shabir Ah-
mad Shah, Masarat Alam,
and Magbool Bhat. Around
251 copies of these books
were circulated among
schools in Jammu &
Kashmir.

Barricades come up in Srinagar as security
tightened on eve of 1931 revolt anniversary

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir auth-
orities on Sunday barricad-
ed the roads leading to Sri-
nagar’s Nagshband Sahib
shrine, which houses the
graves of 22 civilians killed
during an uprising against
the Dogra monarchy in
1931.

The J&K Police had
parked vehicles at the
gates of the shrine, resi-
dents said. Barricades have
also been erected on the
roads to stop regional lead-
ers from paying tributes at
the shrine on July 13, the
anniversary of the revolt.

Since the Centre ended
J&K’s special status in 2019,
the administration has dis-

A scene outside Mehbooba Mufti’s residence ahead of Martyrs’ Day

observance in Kashmir. X/@ILTIJAMUFTI_

allowed regional parties
from visiting the graveyard
and paying tributes. J&K
Lieutenant Governor Ma-
noj Sinha removed July 13
as an official holiday from
the calendar after 2019. In
2025, J&K Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah scaled the
boundary walls to pay tri-
bute at the shrine.

‘House arrest’

The Opposition Peoples
Democratic Party leader II-
tija Mulfti said that she and

her mother Mehbooba
Mufti had been placed un-
der house arrest on the eve
of ‘Martyrs Day’. “This is
the normalcy they claim to
have established in Kash-
mir? Make no mistake, the
local government too is
hand in glove using police
in Sidhra to demolish
homes and place oppo-
nents in detention,” Ms.
Mulfti said.

“The 95th Youm-e-Sho-
hada reminds of the defin-
ing chapter in Jammu and
Kashmir’s struggle for jus-
tice, dignity and democrat-
ic rights,” ruling National
Conference (NC) president
Farooq Abdullah and the
party’s vice-president and
J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said in a joint

statement. They described
July 13, 1931 as a historic
watershed that ignited a
mass movement against
autocracy, oppression and
injustice in the erstwhile
princely State. “Twenty-
two unarmed Kashmiris
were killed on July 13, 1931,
after demanding basic civil
and political rights. It laid
the foundation for the peo-
ple’s long struggle led by
Sheikh Muhammad Abdul-
lah for human rights and
dignity,” they said.

The NC remains the true
custodian of the legacy of
the July 13 “martyrs” and
was “committed to carry-
ing forward their mission
of building a just, prosper-
ous and peaceful Jammu
and Kashmir”, they said.

Man shot
dead in
Manipur’s
Kangpokpi

Press Trust of India
IMPHAL

A 53-year-old man was shot
dead by some armed men
while he was working on a
paddy field in Manipur's
Kangpokpi district on Sa-
turday evening, officials
said.

Haolal Singsit, a resi-
dent of Govajang village in
the Kuki-majority district,
died on the spot, while his
wife, Nemneikim Singsit,
escaped unhurt.

Villagers told officials
that they heard around 20
rounds of gunfire around 4
p-m. on Saturday.

Security forces rushed
to the area, and the body
has been recovered.
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Newrs
s RSS expresses concern over ‘Temple Trust to decide
protected: powers of CEO, there will

Congress MP

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Senior Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari on Sunday
alleged that real culprits in
the alleged embezzlement
of donations at the Ayod-
hya Ram temple are being
protected by the adminis-
tration and the govern-
ment machinery and reit-
erated the demand for a
Supreme Court-monitored
probe into the matter.

“I was a Minister in the
Uttar Pradesh government
during the 1980s, when the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) started the
agitation over the issue
(Ram Janmabhoomi move-
ment). I have witnessed
from the beginning how
they cheated common Hin-
du devotees. When the
temple was inaugurated in
2024, it was against the es-
tablished Vedic scriptures
and Hindu shastras, and
the Shankaracharyas boy-
cotted the ceremony. Now,
the reality is coming out in
public about how common
people are being cheated
in the name of faith,” said
Mr. Tiwari.

“The eight individuals
arrested are very small fish
in this organised corrup-
tion nexus, which looted
our holy temple,” he said.

Ram Temple embezzlement

The outfit expresses confidence in SIT probe; spokesperson says delegates at regional conveners’

meeting held in Belagavi underscored the need for measures to ensure such incidents don't recur

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

he Rashtriya
I | Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) on

Sunday expressed concern
over the alleged embezzle-
ment of donations at the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya in
Uttar Pradesh.

Delegates at the annual
Akhil Bharatiya Prant
Pracharak Baithak, held in
Belagavi, underscored the
need for measures to en-
sure that such incidents do
not recur, a spokesperson
said on the concluding day
of the three-day meeting.

Sunil Ambekar, the
RSS’s all-India convener,
communications, said the
Ram Temple embezzle-
ment case was discussed
during the regional con-
veners’ meeting.

Detailed deliberations

“The deliberations were in
detail. Most speakers ex-
pressed confidence in the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Uttar Pradesh
Police. They felt that it
would lead to clear results
soon. The investigation
was taken up after a re-
quest by the Shri Ram Jan-
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The deliberations were
in detail. Most speakers

7~

S,

expressed confidence in the " )
Special Investigation Team of the g

Uttar Pradesh Police. They felt that it
would lead to clear results soon

SUNIL AMBEKAR
RSS all-India convener,
communications

mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust. It was also decided
to conduct the activities of
the temple in such a way as
not to disturb the faith of
devotees,” he said.

Mr. Ambekar said that
the meeting, held in the
Sant Meera school in An-
gol, was attended by re-
gional conveners from all
States, office-bearers and
executives, and heads of all
42 organisations affiliated
to the RSS.

“RSS Sara Sanghachalak
Mohan Bhagwat and Sara
Karyavaha Dattatreya Ho-
sabale, and other senior
leaders attended and ad-
dressed some sessions. As
many as 226 Pracharaks
from across the country, 83
Sangh Shiksha Varga mem-
bers and 12 Karyakarta Vi-
kas Varga members partici-

pated. As many as 18,842
volunteers were trained in
the three-day event,” he
said.

The issues discussed
The delegates discussed
the “current situation’ in
the country, including or-
ganisational expansion, so-
cial initiatives, and nation-
al  issues.  “Speakers
expressed concern about
the demographic changes
and population imbalance
and the pan-India Census.
Discussions focused on the
working of the RSS, and na-
tional issues like rural de-
velopment, family welfare,
disaster management, en-
vironmental  protection
and other issues,” Mr. Am-
bekar said.

He said the leadership
held a review on the prepa-

rations for the RSS centen-
ary celebrations. “The lea-
dership also reviewed the
implementation of action
plans at the shakha level
and discussed an intensive
expansion drive planned
for September to increase
the number of shakhas
across the country. A re-
view of the RSS centenary
celebrations was held. Dis-
cussions for the prepara-
tions for the valedictory
planned for October were
held.”

“There was a proposal
for engaging people who
participated in centenary
programmes in long-term
social service activities and
the ‘five-fold transforma-
tion’ initiative of the RSS
was discussed. The annual
travel programme of Dr.
Bhagwat for 2026-27 was fi-
nalised,” he said.

Some senior leaders ad-
dressed the issue of drug
abuse. “They emphasised
the need for a strong de-ad-
diction movement in the
country.” Mr. Ambekar ad-
ded, “Some others spoke
of the RSS’s role in the pro-
gramme to commemorate
the 650th birth anniver-
sary of Sant Shiromani Ra-
vidas Maharaj.”

be no govt. interference’

Press Trust of India
AYODHYA

Ram Temple Construction
Committee Chairman Nri-
pendra Misra on Sunday
stated that the responsibili-
ties and powers of the first-
ever Chief Executive Offic-
er (CEO) of the Ayodhya
temple would be deter-
mined by the temple Trust.

The primary responsi-
bility of the CEO would be
to uphold the faith of devo-
tees in the Trust, he said.

“The new CEO will also
oversee financial arrange-
ments,” Mr. Misra told re-
porters in Ayodhya, adding
that there would not be
any “government interfe-
rence” in the functioning
of the Trust or its CEO.

Mr. Misra added that en-
suring that devotees visit-
ing Ayodhya receive all ne-
cessary amenities and
maintaining their trust in
the temple would be
among the new CEO’s in-
itial responsibilities.

“In a way, the CEO will
work as an assistant of the
Trust, sans government in-
terference,” Mr. Misra said,
noting that a three-mem-
ber panel has been set up
to recommend candidates
for the Trust’s CEO post.

Ultimately, it was up to

Nripendra Misra

the Trust to determine
how much authority to de-
legate to the CEO, who
would be responsible for
arranging their own staff,
while everything remained
under the Trust’s purview,
Mr. Misra stated.

On July 6, the Trust an-
nounced a three-member
committee comprising Jus-
tice Pramod Kohli (retd),
Lieutenant-General Vish-
nukant Chaturvedi (retd),
and former NIT-Raipur
Chairperson Suresh Ha-
ware to screen candidates
for the CEO post.

Mr. Misra flatly denied
when asked if he would at-
tend the meetings of the
committee tasked with re-
commending names for
the CEO post.

He said there had been
no complaints from devo-
tees visiting the Ram Tem-

ple, and that they felt posi-
tively about their
experience.

“If you ask the devotees
near Angad Teela and Su-
griv Kila about their feel-
ings, I assure you there is
no complaint regarding
their faith in Lord Ram, the
temple arrangements, or
the worship taking place
here,” he said.

Regarding any potential
changes in the Trust, he
said, “No decisions were
made in my presence.” He
also clarified that he did
not attend the meeting of
the Trust on July 6.

Asked if he would at-
tend the meeting sche-
duled for July 22, Mr. Misra
said, “The meeting is on Ju-
ly 22, but I do not know the
agenda. If the matter per-
tains to construction, I
would have to be present.
Please understand, we are
ex-officio directors without
voting rights. We provide
our views on relevant sub-
jects. After I know the
agenda, I will decide
whether to attend.”

Regarding what might
be discussed in the July 22
meeting, Mr. Misra sug-
gested that this question
should be directed to the
general secretary of the
temple Trust.

Cong. seeks to turn the tables on BJP using fund row

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The Ayodhya dispute pre-
dates the rise of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP), but
the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement made it a key is-
sue by which the party
challenged the Congress’s
template of secularism,
which sought to keep reli-
gion and electoral politics
separate.

The latest controversy
of alleged misappropria-
tion of donations at the
Ram Temple has, however,
given the Congress an op-
portunity to frame its at-
tack against the Sangh Pari-
var’s control over the
management of  the
temple.

“The BJP-RSS have cap-
tured the temple adminis-
tration in an unauthorised
manner,” former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Geh-
lot said on July 7.

The Congress has
mounted an unusually sus-
tained campaign demand-
ing action against the of-
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The latest campaign reflects yet another nuanced repositioning of
stance by the Congress on issues of the Ram Temple. FILE PHOTO

fice-bearers of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust who have
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP)-Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) back-
grounds. It has also asked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to break his “silence”
on the issue and order a
Supreme Court-monitored
investigation.

The Congress has held
eight press conferences in
New Delhi and nearly 50
across the country over the
past four days.

Though neither Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge nor Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-

ha Rahul Gandhi has spo-
ken on the issue, the party
plans to raise the matter
during the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament, which
begins on July 20.

The latest campaign re-
flects yet another nuanced
repositioning of stance by
the Congress on Ayodhya,
an issue on which the par-
ty’s approach has evolved
with time over the past
four decades.

The Congress govern-
ment led by Rajiv Gandhi
was accused of facilitating
the early stages of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
when, in 1986, the locks of
the disputed structure

were ordered to be
opened, allowing Hindu
devotees access to the site.

The move was seen as
an attempt to assuage Hin-
du sentiment in the wake
of the political fallout over
the Shah Bano alimony
case, in which the Su-
preme Court (SC) ruled
that Muslim women were
entitled to maintenance.
When a section of Muslim
clergy protested against
the order as interference in
Muslim Personal Law, the
Rajiv Gandhi government
enacted the Muslim Wo-
men (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Act, 1986, to
dilute the top court’s
order.

Three years later, in No-
vember 1989, the Narayan
Dutt Tiwari-led Congress
government in Uttar Pra-
desh permitted shilanyas
(foundation-laying  cere-
mony) adjacent to the dis-
puted structure. The go-
vernment maintained that
the proposed site for the
shilanyas lay outside the
disputed area and that per-
mitting the ceremony
would therefore not violate
the status quo ordered by

the courts. After the demo-
lition of the Babri Masjid
on December 6, 1992, the
Congress sharply dis-
tanced itself from the
movement. Prime Minister
P.V. Narasimha Rao con-
demned the demolition,
dismissed BJP govern-
ments in four States, and
pledged to rebuild the
mosque if the courts so
directed.

Over the following de-
cades, the party consis-
tently defended the consti-
tutional principle that the
dispute should be resolved
through the judiciary while
arguing that the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, should re-
main the main framework
for all other religious sites.

The SC’s unanimous
verdict in November 2019
allowing the construction
of Ram Temple marked
another turning point.
Welcoming the verdict, the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) said that all
parties to the dispute
should honour the judicial
process and the rule of law.

“We appeal to all the
parties concerned and to

all communities to abide
by the secular values and
the spirit of fraternity en-
shrined in our Constitution
and to maintain peace and
harmony,” the CWC resolu-
tion of November 9, 2019,
said.

“The Indian National
Congress favours the con-
struction of the Ram tem-
ple,” senior leader Ran-
deep Surjewala, who was
then the party’s communi-
cations chief, told repor-
ters after reading out the
CWC statement.

But the Congress’s top
leadership avoided attend-
ing the pran pratishtha
(consecration) ceremony
on January 22, 2024, de-
scribing it as a VHP-RSS
event from which the
Shankaracharyas  were
kept away.

Now, as the spotlight
falls on the Trust’s office-
bearers, the party, by seek-
ing accountability and
transparency and asserting
that the temple belongs to
devotees rather than the
Sangh Parivar, is attempt-
ing to recast the narrative
on Ayodhya and reclaim
some political ground.

Amid talks of switch to
BJP, NCP (SP) leader
says he is with Pawar

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

NCP (SP) leader Eknath
Khadse on Sunday ack-
nowledged that he tra-
velled to Delhi, but assert-
ed he was no longer
interested in rejoining the
BJP and would remain with
Sharad Pawar till the end.
Mr. Khadse, a former
BJP leader, is currently a
Member of the State Legis-
lative Council (MLC) from
the Sharad Pawar-led Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(SP). Recently, it was re-
ported that BJP general se-
cretary Vinod Tawde had
called on Mr. Khadse at his
residence, fuelling specula-
tion about the leader’s re-
turn to the saffron party.
Mr. Khadse said it was
only a courtesy call. “He
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enquired about my health
and there was no political
discussion. I invited him to
my birthday function. I
have also invited Nitin Gad-
kari, and he has told me he
will attend,” the MLC said.

“I want to make it clear
that I have no interest in
joining the BJP now. I am
with Sharad Pawar and will
remain with him till the
end. My workers may be
interested in joining the
BJP, but I am not,” he
asserted.

During the 2024 Lok
Sabha election campaign,
reports of Mr. Khadse’s
possible return to the BJP
had gained traction after
photographs of his meet-
ings with senior party lead-
ers in New Delhi surfaced.
However, the move did not
materialise.

Bengal BJP chief calls Forward Bloc

members goons; part

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

While lauding the contri-
butions of Bharatiya Jana
Sangh founder Syama Pra-
sad Mookerjee, West Ben-
gal BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya recently hit
out at the All India For-
ward Bloc (AIFB), a party
founded by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, calling its
members “goons”.

Mr. Bhattacharya, a Ra-
jya Sabha member, said
that when Mookerjee
urged Bose and his brother
Sarat Chandra to raise
their voice against torture
of Hindus in Bangladesh,
they did not listen. These
remarks drew sharp criti-
cism from the followers of
Netaji and AIFB leaders.

AIFB general secretary
G. Devarajan on July 11

Samik Bhattacharya, on July 6, said Syama Prasad Mookerjee was
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attacked by AIFB supporters during speech at Md. Ali Park. ANI

wrote to BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin demand-
ing that he immediately di-
rect Mr. Bhattacharya “to
withdraw his derogatory
statement unconditionally
and issue a public apology
to the Forward Bloc and to
the people of the country”.

“We further urge you to

instruct all BJP leaders in
West Bengal to desist from
making irresponsible state-
ments against Netaji, to re-
frain from any attempt to
erase or diminish his lega-
cy through symbolic or ad-
ministrative actions, and to
respect the established his-
tory of India’s freedom

'y seeks apology
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movement,” he said.

At a public gathering on
July 6, Mr. Bhattacharya
said that Mookerjee was at-
tacked by AIFB supporters
while giving a speech at
Md. Ali Park.

The very next day, Mr.
Bhattacharya said, “When
Hindus were being tor-
tured in Bangladesh bet-
ween 1937 and 1939, Syama
Prasad approached Subhas
Chandra Bose and Sarat
Bose, requesting them to
raise their voice and issue
statements. Neither lis-
tened to Mookerjee”.

“It is equally well docu-
mented that Netaji repeat-
edly cautioned Mookerjee
against delivering speech-
es that could inflame com-
munal passions and dis-
turb public peace,” Mr.
Devarajan had written in
the letter.
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AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal and party leader Manish Sisodia at the
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launch of the drive at the Japanese Park in Delhi on Sunday. ANI

AAP starts signature
campaign against
‘theft of donation’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Sunday launched
a nationwide signature
campaign demanding
strict punishment for
those involved in alleged
‘chanda-chori  (donation
theft)’ at the Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

The party kicked off the
campaign with the recita-
tion of ‘Sundarkand’, a
chapter of the Ramcharit-
manas dedicated to Lord
Hanuman, at the Japanese
Park in Rohini Sector 10.

The “theft” of donations
has turned into a major
political row between the
BJP and Opposition par-
ties. An FIR was registered
in the matter on June 25 af-
ter the SIT constituted by
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment filed a preliminary
report. Eight persons asso-
ciated with the temple’s
donation and counting
process have been arrested
in the case so far and inves-
tigation is under way.

AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal appealed
to people to participate in
the drive by signing letters
addressed to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi seeking
strict action against the of-
fenders.

As part of the campaign,
Mr. Kejriwal urged devo-
tees across the country to
organise Hanuman Chalisa
recitations in their locali-
ties and collect signatures
on letters addressed to Mr.
Modi.

“The movement should

continue until the accused
are hanged. This is Lord
Ram’s command and our
sacred duty,” he said.

The AAP chief added
that the “dacoity” deeply
hurt devotees of Lord Ram
across the world. “Within
40 days, about 70 inci-
dents of theft were cap-
tured on CCTV cameras.
Eight months of CCTV re-
cordings were deleted. We
all kept demanding action.
We believed that those at
the top would do someth-
ing. But now it has become
clear that they will do
nothing because people
from their own party, their
own organisation and affi-
liated organisations are in-
volved in this,” he said.

The former Delhi CM al-
leged that those who car-
ried out this theft do not
believe “Ram is Bhagwan
(God)”. “They only want
votes in Ram’s name. They
loot the country in Ram’s
name,” he said.

‘Bid to sway voters’

The BJP criticised AAP’s
move, with Delhi party
chief Harsh Malhotra alleg-
ing that organising ‘Sun-
darkand’ recitations was a
“political gimmick” aimed
at reviving Mr. Kejriwal’s
political fortunes. “Whe-
never Kejriwal finds him-
self politically cornered, he
attempts to improve his
political standing by orga-
nising Sundarkand recita-
tions in Delhi. The gim-
mick is an effort to
influence Hindu voters of
Punjab and other States
where elections are due.”
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Pune building collapse: last

body found, toll rises to nine

Rescue teams recovered the body of the last
missing person in the Moshi waste processing
unit collapse near Pune in the early hours of
Sunday, taking the death toll in the tragedy to
nine, officials said. Meanwhile, a senior official at
the waste-processing plant described the July 8
incident as an “act of God”. The three-storey
administrative building of a Waste-to-Energy
(WTE) plant run by the Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation at Moshi in Pune district
collapsed after the adjacent mound of garbage
fell onto the structure like a landslide. The body
of Waman Kasbe, the last missing person, was
recovered from the rubble, while 14 persons have
been rescued earlier, officials said. em

India, Canada conclude third

round of talks on trade pact

India and Canada concluded the third round of
negotiations for the proposed Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement in Ottawa on
Friday as the two sides look to wind up the talks
this year. The issues that figured in the five-day
talks include trade in goods, services, intellectual
property, rules of origin, sanitary measures, and
technical barriers to trade, among others. The
negotiations are important as the two sides seek
to increase bilateral trade to $50 billion by 2030.
In 2025-26, the two-way trade dipped 8.22% to
$7.95 billion ($4.67 billion exports, $3.28 billion
imports) from $8.66 billion in 2024-25 ($4.22
billion exports, $4.44 billion imports). e

ISRO successfully carries out
tests of Gaganyaan systems

One of the tests involved separation of the ‘umbilical mechanism’ that serves as a link between the

crew module, where astronauts live, and the service module that provides propulsion, agency says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-
tion on Sunday said

it had successfully carried
out three major tests of the
Gaganyaan crew module
systems.

The first test pertained
to ensuring an upright po-
sition of the crew module
after splashdown in the
sea, considered one of the
most important crew safe-
ty requirements. To do
this, a stored cold-gas-
based uprighting system
was developed and tested.

“A system-level qualifi-
cation test set-up consist-
ing of all the elements of
CMUS (crew module
uprighting system) was
realised,” the ISRO said,
adding it successfully con-
ducted inflation tests “for
the primary inflation mo-
dule wherein stored gas in
the high-pressure gas bot-
tle was made to inflate the
floatation by operating the
control valves.”

The second test in-
volved examining the sepa-
ration of the umbilical me-
chanism that serves as a
link between the crew mo-
dule, where astronauts
live, and the service mo-
dule, which provides pow-

Step-by-step: (Clockwise from left) The crew module uprighting system, the service module
connect-disconnect system, and the apex cover that underwent testing. ISRO

er and propulsion. The me-
chanism consists of two
parts, each located at the
crew module side, called
CSU-1, and the service mo-
dule side, called CSU-2.

Clean separation

During the crew module’s
earth re-entry stage, the
service module first sepa-
rates from the crew mo-

dule after the CSU-1 discon-
nects. Subsequently, just
before re-entry, the CSU-2
is also separated.
“Separation test of
CSU-2 from simulated crew
module was carried out.
The test demonstrated the
clean separation of CSU-2
as well as structural stabili-
ty of the crew module pa-
nel and their interfaces,”

the space agency said. The
third test validated the
structural integrity of the
crew module during the
apex cover separation
event. The apex cover pro-
tects the parachutes and
associated subsystems dur-
ing the mission. It is sepa-
rated before parachutes
are deployed to decelerate
the crew module.

ESIC to add 7 more
healthcare facilities
to its infra network

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Employees’ State Insu-
rance Corporation (ESIC)
will add seven more
healthcare facilities to its
infrastructure network in
six States. Union Minister
for Labour Mansukh Man-
daviya will inaugurate the
projects at Sanathnagar in
Telangana on Tuesday.

Apart from the new Out-
patient Department Block
of ESIC Hospital in Sanath-
nagar, upgraded 200-bed
ESIC Hospital, Beltola, As-
sam; 100-bed ESIC hospital
in Sriperumbudur, Tamil
Nadu; hospital in Rajama-
hendravaram, Andhra Pra-
desh; dispensary and
branch offices in Surendra-
nagar, Gujarat, and Kota,
Rajasthan; and ESI Dispen-
sary at Bhawani Mandi, Ra-
jasthan are the new
facilities.

“These medical facili-
ties, worth approximately
%668 crore, will cater to the
healthcare  needs  of
around 53 lakh beneficiar-
ies across the country,” the
Union Labour Ministry
said in a release on Sunday.

The new facility in Sa-
nathnagar, the govern-
ment said, is a landmark
healthcare facility that will
provide modern, compre-
hensive outpatient services
to over 12.3 lakh insured

‘These facilities will
cater to healthcare
needs of around 53
lakh beneficiaries

across the country’

persons and beneficiaries
across Telangana.

The ESIC Hospital in
Beltola, Assam, caters to 47
districts of Assam and
Meghalaya, as well as 41
districts across Tripura,
Mizoram, Manipur, Naga-
land and Arunachal Pra-
desh. “The facility is ex-
pected to cover 3.42 lakh
insured persons, and a to-
tal of about 13.27 lakh be-
neficiaries,” the govern-
ment said.

The ESIC Hospital locat-
ed at Sriperumbudur will
cater to 5.5 lakh insured
persons from Kancheepu-
ram and Tiruvallur dis-
tricts. The hospital at Raja-
mahendravaram, Andhra
Pradesh will serve over 1.3
lakh insured persons,
while 9,192 insured per-
sons are covered under the
ESIC scheme in Surendra-
nagar district.

The Kota facility will ca-
ter to 1,500 employers,
and about 75,000 insured
persons. The Bhawani
Mandi facility will provide
healthcare services to
about 800 employers and
27,715 insured persons.

Flash floods wreak havoc in
Pahalgam; buildings affected

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

As flash floods due to
cloudbursts in the past 24
hours caused damage to
several hotels in Pahalgam,
a hill station in south Kash-
mir, the Opposition Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) and activists on Sun-
day flagged the “rampant
construction in violation of
environmental norms”.

On Saturday, four hotels
and multiple houses were
damaged when gushing
waters in the Awoora
stream swept away vehi-
cles and entered hotel pre-
mises. Officials said scores
of tourists were shifted to
safer locations. A major
road connecting Bijbehara
and Pahalgam was cut off.

“Iinteracted with affect-
ed families, and directed
the departments con-
cerned to ensure imme-
diate rescue, relief, and
restoration measures. Ev-

Shock disaster: A damaged house after a cloudburst triggered

flash floods in Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday. PTi

ery possible assistance
would be provided to help
them recover from this dif-
ficult situation,” Pahalgam
legislator Altaf Ahmad Ka-
loo said.

PDP leader Iltija Mufti
said a mafia was operating
in ecologically fragile Pa-
halgam, “allowing wanton
illegal construction”. “Ho-
tels are encroaching upon
flood channels or forest
land. It is ill-thought and
detrimental to Kashmir’s
environment already reel-
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12 Owed mint production for unproductive period (8)
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ing from global warming. I
haven’t seen Pahalgam in
such a mess before,” Ms.
Mufti said.

Sahil Parray, an activist,
said the administration
was hiding the data related
to hotel construction in Pa-
halgam.

Mr. Parray said Pahal-
gam faced unchecked com-
mercialisation, rampant
construction,  shrinking
green cover and apparent
disregard for environmen-
tal safeguards.

CJI stresses need for women-centric
infrastructure in judicial buildings

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Sunday said judi-
cial infrastructure was no
longer a luxury but a “very
big necessity”, and called
for mandatory facilities for
women advocates, includ-
ing separate Bar rooms and
adjoining childcare facili-
ties, in all new court
complexes.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the new Tower of
Justice, a seven-acre judi-
cial complex for the Guru-
gram District and Sessions
Court near Rajiv Chowk,
the Chief Justice said pro-
viding an atmosphere that
instils confidence in social-
ly and financially back-
ward litigants was the duty
of all three organs of the
Constitution.

“Just as a patient reach-
ing a hospital is given first-
aid, a consumer of justice
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Chief Justice of India Surya Kant speaking at the inauguration of a
judicial complex in Gurugram on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

coming to court must be gi-
ven first-aid in the form of
basic amenities — seating,
drinking water, and wash-
rooms,” Chief Justice Kant
said. He noted that Guru-
gram’s transformation
from an agricultural town
to an industrial hub had
led to a sharp rise in legal
disputes of all kinds.
Flagging the lack of facil-
ities for women lawyers,

SUDOKU

the CJI cited a recent Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion survey, which found
that many judicial com-
plexes across States lacked
basic amenities for women
members of the Bar. “Wo-
men advocates are not be-
ing provided the facilities
that should be given to
them in many States. It is
our all-out effort that whe-
rever new judicial infras-
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tructure is constructed, it
should be mandatory to
provide these facilities. It
would not be right to call it
a modern court complex
without them,” he said.

He urged the Punjab
and Haryana High Court to
ensure a childcare room
adjoining the women advo-
cates’ room in the new Gu-
rugram complex.

Chief Justice Kant re-
called that he had per-
formed the bhoomi puja
for the complex in January
2017 in his capacity as the
in-charge of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
Building Committee, call-
ing the day “historic” and
“memorable”.

The new court complex
has 55 modern cour-
trooms, compared with 45
in the old building. It hous-
es a bank, a post office, a
Bar library, a mediation
centre and other citizen-
centric amenities.

FAITH

Centre brings
new scheme
to regularise
PF Trusts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The EPFO has invited ap-
plications from exempted
Provident Fund Trusts to
regularise their status un-
der provisions of the Fi-
nance Act, 2026, the In-
come Tax Act, 2025, and
the Code on Social Securi-
ty. The Amnesty Scheme,
2026, provides a one-time
opportunity for the Trusts
recognised under the In-
come Tax Act, 1961 to regu-
larise their status.
Recognition under the
Income Tax Act, 2025 shall
be available only to Provi-
dent Funds that have ob-
tained exemption under
Section 17 of the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
and Misc. Provisions Act,
1952. The scheme applies
to establishments that do
not possess formal exemp-
tion from the government.

God is within you

A few people may be caught in earthly pursuits (of mate-
rial wealth) but when one fails to identify the presence of
Perumal within, it is indeed the end of everything. This is
what happened to Hiranyakasipu. Angered at the death of
his brother Hiranyaksha at the hands of Varaha (Vishnu’s
avatar) for abducting Bhu Devi, Hiranyakasipu vowed to
wage war on Vishnu. To this end, he first harassed cows
and bhagavatas (devotees) as he knew they were dear to
Vishnu. However, the Supreme Being did not take the bait,
which frustrated Hiranyakasipu and he stormed into Vai-
kunta, but Perumal left from there forthwith, said Damal

S. Ramakrishnan.

The moment Hiranyakasipu entered Vaikunta, Perumal
entered his heart, but the demon did not realise the god
within. Instead, he left Vaikunta and undertook severe pe-
nance and sought a boon from Brahma which he thought
was armour enough against Perumal. On the other hand,
Hiranyakasipu’s unborn son Prahlada was a symbol of de-
votion even when he was in the womb of his mother
Kayadhu. She was under the protection of Narada and the
sage discoursed on puranas and the many characteristics
of Perumal. This grounding in spiritual knowledge helped
Prahlada remain steadfast in the face of severe test of his
devotion, from none other than his own father. Vishnu
manifested as Nrisimha, a half-man, half-lion form, and
sank his nails into Hiranyakasipu’s heart. Scholars say Nri-
simha plucked and searched the demon’s heart for the
presence of any godliness or devotion in him: even a mod-
icum of awareness of the Supreme Being within would

have saved the demon.
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Fading research hubs are stalling
9 [ L
Kerala’s cap into the b1o-economy
Kerala’s approach to science has changed, with basic research losing its place among public policy priorities; the State is attracted to projects that deliver visible and
immediate outcomes, but that does not mean abdicating fundamental scientific research is okay; only such research can lead to long-term value creation
Biju Dharmapalan T“EGIST
erala has long taken pride in v
its literacy, scientific temper, Policy support for basic
and environmental scientific research has eroded
consciousness. Home to the and institutions that were once
biodiverse Western Ghats and centuries of internationally respected
traditional knowledge, it should have centres of excellence have
emerged as India’s leading hub for become increasingly politicised
biological research and the bioeconomy. v
But instead, many of its premier The State’s scientific
biological research institutions are today ecosystem suffers from a
on the decline. tendency to create new

The reasons are clear: policy support institutions while existing ones
for basic scientific research has eroded struggle with vacancies, ageing
and institutions that were once infrastructure, and declining
internationally respected centres of manpower
excellence have become increasingly v
politicised. . ) .

The prime example is the Jawaharlal Reversing the decline will
Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and require a renewed S
Research Institute (J]NTBGRI) in Palode, in C e T Eomm'tment to basu? sclence,

X . X > i i 3 ransparent and merit-based
Thiruvananthapuram district. Established : " : ¥ e institutional leadership, timely
following the United Nations Conference The Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute in Palode, Kerala, has demonstrated how scientific research can benefit society. JNTBGRI recruitment of young sc,ientists
on the Human Environment in 1972, greater research autonomy, ’
JNTBGRI transformed nearly 300 acres of | attracted to projects that deliver visible management. Thus scientific autonomy plants, endemic species, and traditional and stronger partnerships with
forest into one of Asia’s finest centres for and immediate outcomes — but that does gradually erodes and institutions become | knowledge systems are ecological assets, universities and responsible
tropical plant research and conservation. not mean abdicating fundamental less attractive to talented young yes, but they also present significant industries
It has housed more than 50,000 plant scientific research is okay. Only such researchers. economic opportunities. With
accessions representing over 5,000 research can lead to long-term innovation Many of Kerala’s leading scientific appropriate safeguards for conservation
species, and was for most of its life a living | and value creation. institutions were built by visionary and equitable benefit-sharing, biological
repository of India’s botanical wealth. Its For example, discoveries in taxonomy, scientists who enjoyed considerable research can support biotechnology,
achievements ranged from documenting ecology, genetics, and plant biology administrative autonomy, including pharmaceuticals, natural cosmetics, and
biodiversity and conserving endangered usually take decades to turn into because their credibility stemmed from climate-resilient agriculture. Around the
plants to pioneering research on medicines, climate-resilient crops, and academic excellence rather than political world, scientists and policymakers are
medicinal plants and sustainable commercial technologies — but once they | affiliation. That culture now appears to be | increasingly recognising biodiversity as
utilisation of biological resources. do, their effects become transformative. declining, with the consequences going the foundation of future bioeconomies.

The institute also demonstrated how Short-term investments cannot achieve beyond laboratories. Scientific institutions | Kerala should be leading this
scientific research could benefit society. this. are repositories of specialised knowledge transformation.

Its researchers’ development of ‘Jeevani’, Sadly, this retreat from basic research that cannot be recreated overnight. Reversing the decline will also require a
an anti-fatigue herbal formulation, based also comes at a time when the global The State’s scientific ecosystem also renewed commitment to basic science,

on the traditional knowledge of the Kani bioeconomy is expanding at an suffers from a tendency to create new transparent and merit-based institutional
tribe became an internationally acclaimed | unprecedented scale. Countries are institutions while existing ones struggle leadership, timely recruitment of young
model of access and benefit-sharing. In investing heavily in biotechnology, with vacancies, ageing infrastructure, and | scientists, greater research autonomy, and
2024, JNTBGRI also received the Botanic natural products, synthetic biology, declining manpower. stronger partnerships with universities
Gardens Conservation International’s nutraceuticals, and biodiversity-based New centres certainly have their place and responsible industries.

Global Genome Initiative for Gardens industries. but scientific excellence cannot be built The trajectory of JNTBGRI reflects
Award. Kerala has the raw material to merely by inaugurating new buildings or Kerala’s changing relationship with

These accomplishments were only participate in this revolution, including announcing ambitious missions. science. The State once demonstrated
possible because successive generations biodiversity and trained scientists and Institutions mature through sustained that patient investment in scientific
of scientists enjoyed the freedom, institutions with decades of expertise; investment in people, infrastructure, and institutions could produce global
leadership, and institutional stability that what it crucially lacks at this time is a the research culture. recognition, conservation success and
long-term research demands. Today, coherent long-term vision. So instead, the State should focus on innovations that benefited society.
however, a large fraction of experienced revitalising its established centres of The forests of the Western Ghats
scientists have retired and JNTBGRI has Conditions for success excellence. Institutions such as JNTBGRI, continue to hold countless scientific
not adequately recruited their successors. | Equally concerning is the gradual the Kerala Forest Research Institute, and discoveries waiting to be made. Whether
The number of research scholars has also | politicisation of scientific institutions. the Malabar Botanical Garden already Kerala remains at the forefront of that
dwindled. Together, the technical Research organisations thrive when possess internationally recognised exploration or becomes a spectator to
expertise the institute built over decades scientific excellence determines collections, infrastructure, and scientific opportunities seized elsewhere will
is at risk of disappearing. leadership, recruitment, and institutional credibility. Strengthening these depend on the choices policymakers

This crisis at JNTBGRI is actually priorities. But when political institutions will yield greater dividends make today.
symptomatic of a larger change in Kerala’s | considerations influence these decisions, than continuously expanding the (Biju Dharmapalan is dean, Academic
approach to science. Basic research has the scientific culture inevitably suffers. institutional landscape without Affairs, Garden City University, Bengaluru
slowly but surely lost its place among the Administrators replace academic leaders adequately supporting existing facilities. and an adjunct faculty member at the
State’s public policy priorities. State and and long-term research planning gives Kerala also needs to rethink how it National Institute of Advanced Studies,
local governments are understandably way to a fondness for routine views biodiversity. Its forests, medicinal Bengaluru. bijudharmapalan@gmail.com)

BIG SHOT WHAT IS IT?
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Ared blanket: An aircraft drops fire retardant above wildfires in the Almeria province of Spain. After strong winds eased on Saturday, firefighters continued to beat back the

flames that have forced 1,400 people to evacuate their homes as they spread through the mountains in the southeast. REUTERS
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Earendil-1: bright or blight?

Vasudevan Mukunth

n July 9, the U.S. Federal
0 Communications Commission

(FCC) authorised a company
named Reflect Orbital to launch and
operate a test satellite designed to
deploy a large mirror in orbit around the
earth, despite the controversy and
debate surrounding its aims.
Edrendil-1 — named for a character in
the Tolkien fantasy epic The Silmarillion
— will be a single satellite in a
non-geostationary orbit fit with a
“deployable, highly specular thin-film
reflector”.
The reflector will be motorised and can
be steered to different orientations. Its
purpose is to reflect sunlight towards
specific spots on the earth at nighttime.
Reflect Orbital has said it intends to use
this technology to extend the usable
hours for solar panels and provide light
during “critical operations” like
emergency or humanitarian missions.
The satellite will operate at an altitude
of around 625 km with a high inclination
of 88°. The FCC has granted a limited
two-year license for the test.
The approval itself followed significant
debate.
Organisations like the American
Astronomical Society (AAS) raised
concerns regarding background skyglow
and the mission’s potential to disrupt
optical astronomy.
In its order (DA 26-706), the FCC ruled
while it regulates radiofrequency
interference and orbital debris, the
visual impact of reflected sunlight is

Edrendil-1 won’t be the first mirror in orbit.
Shown here is Znamya-2, which Russia deployed
as part of a series of orbital space mirror
experiments in the 1990s. RSC ENERGIA

outside its statutory authority.
Nonetheless, the FCC has also imposed
some conditions. Reflect Orbital has to
coordinate with NASA, the U.S. National
Science Foundation, and the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration to protect astronomy,
and Eérendil-1 has to abide by specific
duty cycles and conjunction angles to
avoid interfering with other missions.
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Oil comundrum

India’s energy imports from Russia seem
driven by confusion, not strategy

U nion Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(MCI) data on India’s May crude imports

show that receipts from Russia had
reached the pre-sanction levels of more than
40%, which is also the highest in two years.
Though India has defended this as commercially
prudent, its yuan-based payments give China an
edge to internationalise its currency at India’s ex-
pense, even if it has no bearing on the domestic
strength of the Indian rupee due to strict capital
controls. Oil import concentration from a single
source, and paying a premium, is risky for India,
which has long pursued a diversified energy stra-
tegy. Moreover, sourcing fuel from the Gulf spot
market amid evolving sanctions has its own risks.
Secondary sanctions could hit trade channels, ex-
posing Indian refiners to severe supply shocks.
India’s crude imports from Russia surged in June,
while UAE shipments were at record levels as re-
finers sought to secure supplies after the Strait of
Hormuz reopened. However, renewed Iran-U.S.
hostilities have put those flows at risk. And even
as Venezuela has emerged as a key supplier, in-
creasing and unsustainably high one-country
concentration could weaken India’s bargaining
power, reduce flexibility, and erode its credibility
as an independent balancing power.

MCI data highlight the price impact: Russian
imports carried a $46-per-ton premium. Import
value surged 83% amid a 2% fall in volume, likely
diminishing Indian refiners’ margins on refined
products using Russian crude. While spot pur-
chases have enabled refiners to capture dis-
counts of up to $10 per barrel on Russian Urals
crude relative to Brent during some periods, after
February this year, narrowing discounts, weaker
product cracks, and geopolitical risks have mod-
erated gross refining margins. India must strike a
balance between having long-term stable con-
tracts with multiple producers, and selectively
using the spot-market to mitigate the procure-
ment risks. Until the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
nearly 70% of India’s crude imports came
through long-term contracts, particularly from
West Asia. True, India cannot overlook the diplo-
matic costs as Russian energy dependence risks
sanctions. When Russian crude was cheap be-
cause of discounts on account of the Ukraine war,
India reduced imports under U.S. pressure; now
when it is being sold at a premium because of the
Iran war, India is moving back to Russian crude.
India must expand its strategic petroleum re-
serves to cushion temporary disruptions. Wheth-
er it increases or cuts down Russian oil imports,
India seems to make decisions that are far re-
moved from any sense of strategic autonomy.

Insular incentive
Ethanol-blended fuel should not be
forced on consumers irrationally

T he Indian government’s policy to conti-

nue producing E20 petrol at a cost higher
than that of pure petrol when oil prices
dip under $70 a barrel to “compensate farmers
adequately” is a deceptively well-formulated pro-
position. Most feedstock for the fuel-blending
programme is from sugarcane, one of India’s
most water- and fertilizer-intensive crops, mainly
grown in water-stressed Maharashtra and Karna-
taka. Whether the policy’s net economic benefit
remains positive will depend on the gains from
lower crude imports, environmental improve-
ments, and higher rural incomes outweighing
these additional costs. Efficiency also remains a
concern. Consumers — including people who are
poorer than sugarcane farmers — pay more at the
pump, oil marketing companies procure ethanol
at the administered price, distilleries buy feed-
stock, and only then do farmers receive higher
prices. Higher feedstock prices also do not ad-
dress most reasons farmers have lower incomes,
such as post-harvest losses and limited market ac-
cess. Crucially, if the government rewards every
unit of ethanol irrespective of feedstock, the pol-
icy will favour whichever feedstock has the lar-
gest installed base: sugarcane. Instead, the objec-
tives should include resource efficiency and food
security. The state could invest in irrigation and
logistics and institute revenue-sharing arrange-
ments with ethanol producers and cooperatives.
India has encouraged maize and grain-based
distillation capacity has expanded rapidly, pe-
riodically allowed ethanol to be produced from
the Food Corporation’s surplus or damaged rice
holdings, and has supported commercial plants
using agricultural residues such as rice straw un-
der Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
schemes. Maize and millets are less thirsty but
maize still demands significant fertilizer inputs
while millets produce less fermentable starch per
hectare. Sweet sorghum is less water-intensive
and has a shorter growing season than sugar-
cane. Lignocellulosic biomass such as rice and
wheat straw, maize stover and groundnut shells
can also support second-generation (2G) ethanol.
2G ethanol from agricultural residues can avoid
using cropland for fuel, reducing competition
with food crops and addressing stubble burning.
It is more expensive and technologically de-
manding but that is a better problem to solve,
with proactive policymaking. The government
could pay a premium for ethanol produced from
residues, subsidise equipment and infrastructure
to collect and store crop residue, facilitate con-
tracts between aggregators and distilleries, and
provide viability-gap funding and offtake agree-
ments. Ultimately, ethanol policy should not be
independent of agricultural policy. And import
substitution is no excuse for consumers being
forced to pay more for lower-mileage fuel than
pure petrol.
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Five crore Indians wait when the courts take a brealk

he Supreme Court of India and the

major High Courts are on a summer

holiday break, i.e., shut down with

some vacation Benches functioning to
hear urgent matters. However, shops, markets,
eating places, government and private offices,
hospitals and police stations do not cease to work
even though their staff enjoy personal leave. On
the other hand, somewhere in an Indian jail
tonight, a man who has been convicted of
nothing is finishing another year behind bars, his
trial still ongoing and perhaps years away from
ending. He is one of the roughly three in four
prisoners in this country who are undertrials:
unconvicted, presumed innocent, yet serving
time anyway — often longer than the sentence
they would have received had they pleaded
guilty. And as you read this, the courts, the public
institutions that hold the fate of the poor in their
hands, are functioning at only a fraction of their
strength.

A three-century backlog

From June 1 to July 12, the Supreme Court is on its
summer break, sitting with three or four Benches
a week instead of a full court and resuming in
earnest on July 13. The doors are not bolted;
urgent pleas are still heard. But for six weeks, the
most powerful court in the world’s most
populous democracy idles.

Now hold that against the number it is meant
to be fighting. As of the last day of 2025, more
than 5.39 crore cases were pending in Indian
courts: over 4.76 crore in the district courts, 63.6
lakh in the High Courts, and more than 92,000 in
the Supreme Court itself, its heaviest load in over
30 years. A government study once calculated
that, at the present pace, clearing the pile could
take three centuries.

Three centuries. And the Court takes the
summer and winter vacations off.

To be fair, the judges deserve it. The recess is
when reserved judgments finally get written,
when the brutal daily cause-list eases enough to
think.

Vijay L. Kelkar

Vice-Chairman of
the Pune
International Centre

Pradeep S. Mehta

Secretary-General of
CUTS International
(Consumer Unity and
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When courts
rest together
for vacations,
crores of
litigants across
the country
wait longer
for justice

Last year the Chief Justice of India and his four
senior-most colleagues worked clean through the
first week of the break. Indian judges are among
the most overworked in the world. This is not an
accusation of laziness; no one who has seen a
judge’s docket could make one.

Because that is precisely the point. When the
people doing the work are exhausted and the
backlog is biblical, what conceivable logic shuts
the whole shop at once? Not that judges rest —
which they should — but that almost all of them
rest together, so the institution goes quiet for
six-plus weeks every year. And the habit is a
colonial hand-me-down: the calendar was built
for English judges who could not stand the Indian
heat and retreated to cooler climes each summer,
then enjoyed long Christmas holidays in the
winter.

In 2024, the Court announced a fix: it renamed
the “summer vacation” as “partial court working
days”. That was it. The number of days it actually
sits — about 190 days in a a year — did not change.
You cannot rebrand your way out of a backlog; a
litigant whose case is stuck does not care what
the recess is called, only whether his matter is
heard and disposed of.

Justice needs court continuity

So what would actually help? The first answer is
one the judiciary’s own watchdogs have urged for
years: do not abolish judicial rest; stagger it. A
parliamentary standing committee in 2023
objected to “the entire court going on vacation en
masse”, and proposed the obvious: rotate the
leave, keep the Benches full, and never let the
court run thin. A hospital does not empty its
wards because its doctors are owed time off; it
builds a roster. The Law Commission and the
Justice Malimath Committee said the same, long
ago. They were not enemies of the courts; they
were trying to save them from themselves.

The standard objection is that all this is a
sideshow: the real disease is vacancies, not
vacations. It is true that courts are starved of
judges, with up to a third of High Court seats

lying empty. But the objection boomerangs. If the
Bench is already running at half strength,
thinning it further for six weeks every summer is
not a defence of the recess; it is the strongest case
against it. And while filling those seats depends
on the government and the collegium and will
drag on for years, the calendar is the judiciary’s
to fix. One reform needs permission; the other
needs only will.

Beyond courts, towards solutions

Staggering the leave, though, only treats the
symptom. The deeper fix is to keep disputes out
of the courtroom in the first place; it was never
meant to be the first stop for every quarrel, but
the last. India already has the tools. Lok Adalats
settled more than 2.59 crore cases in a single
national sitting last December, and over 23.5
crore in three years. The Mediation Act of 2023
now nudges parties to attempt settlement before
going to court, and arbitration can take
commercial disputes entirely out of judges’
hands; yet these routes remain badly underused.
But none of this happens on its own.

The country has a reservoir of experience it
scarcely draws on: its retired judges, who spent
their careers mastering this very machinery and
step down, still in full command of it, at 62 or 65.
Their expertise need not retire with them. Albeit
many of them do function as heads of
quasi-judicial bodies and tribunals. Freed from
any daily docket, a dedicated corps of former
judges could be invited to take up a single
targeted charge: identify where cases pile up, set
public targets for their disposal, and account for
progress openly. Reform that belongs to everyone
belongs to no one.

The judges will keep working through the heat,
as they always do. The honest demand is not that
they stop resting, but that the courts stop closing
ranks and falling silent at the same moment,
because justice, for five crore Indians, is not on
vacation. It is overdue.

With contributions from Anushka Kewlani of CUTS

The making of Israel’s retreat into isolation

Israel was that Europeans of Jewish origin

persecuted and ghettoised, deserve their
own state where they can live like other “normal”
nations. For much of its history, Israel sought to
escape the isolation that marked Jewish existence
in Europe before the creation of the Jewish state.
One of its goals was to transform Israel from a
besieged regional outlier into an increasingly
accepted member of the West Asian political
order, a goal made very difficult if not impossible
because of the expulsion of almost two-thirds of
the Palestinian population from the territory that
became Israel. However, through peace treaties
with Egypt and Jordan, quiet understandings with
Gulf monarchies, and ultimately the Abraham
Accords, Israel appeared to have broken out of its
strategic ghetto.

T he primary justification for the creation of

A war’s global fallout

Now, Israel seems determined to reverse that
achievement. Through the unrestrained exercise
of military power in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and
Iran, and through its relentless expansion of
settlements in the West Bank, it is steadily
recreating the very isolation from which it once
sought to escape. The result is a country that is
militarily stronger than ever but politically more
isolated than at any time in recent decades.

The principal cause of this growing isolation is
the belief among Israel’s current leadership that
military superiority can substitute for political
strategy. The devastation of Gaza has become the
defining symbol of this approach. What began as
aresponse to the Hamas attacks of October 7,
2023, evolved into a campaign that much of the
world views as collective punishment on a
massive scale. Images of destroyed
neighbourhoods, displaced populations, and
mounting civilian casualties have profoundly
altered global perceptions of Israel.

Israel’s actions in Iran and Lebanon have
reinforced this trend. The repeated resort to
military force beyond its borders reflects a
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Israel’s isolation
is no longer
imposed; it is
increasingly
self-inflicted

doctrine that prioritises immediate tactical gains
over long-term strategic consequences. While
Israel has demonstrated impressive military
capabilities, its attacks have also intensified
regional instability and generated resentment
among states that are forced to absorb the
political and economic consequences of
escalating conflict.

This is particularly evident in the Gulf. The
Abraham Accords were founded on a
convergence of interests among Israel and several
Arab states. Economic cooperation, technological
exchange and a shared security concern about
Iran created a basis for normalisation. But the
success of the Accords depended on an implicit
assumption that Israel would act with sufficient
restraint to make continued cooperation
politically sustainable for Arab governments.

That assumption has been severely
undermined. The destruction of Gaza and the
ethnic cleansing of much of its population has
generated enormous anger across Arab societies.
Israel’s attacks on Iran have further complicated
matters by exposing Gulf states to risks that they
never sought. These states may share concerns
about Iranian influence, but they do not wish to
become collateral victims of Israeli military
adventures. The result is a growing gap between
the strategic calculations of Gulf rulers and Israeli
priorities.

An alliance under strain

The deterioration of Israel’s relationship with the
United States is even more significant.
Washington increasingly finds itself paying the
diplomatic and economic costs of Israeli actions
while exercising limited influence over Israeli
decision-making.

Recent tensions surrounding the U.S.-Iran
memorandum illustrate this dynamic. Reports of
sharp exchanges between Washington and
Jerusalem over the agreement culminated in
United States Vice-President J.D. Vance’s
unusually blunt rebuke of Israeli criticism.

“Donald J. Trump is the only head of state in the
entire world who is sympathetic to the nation of
Israel at this moment in time,” Mr. Vance
declared, adding that if he were a member of the
Israeli cabinet, he might not be attacking “the
only powerful ally that I have anywhere left in the
entire world”.

The significance of the remark lay not merely
in its criticism of the Benjamin Netanyahu
government but in its clear acknowledgment of
Israel’s international isolation. The dispute is not
merely about Iran. It reflects a deeper concern
within the U.S. administration that Israeli policies
are complicating broader American strategic
objectives in West Asia. The widening daylight
between the two allies does not mean that the
partnership is ending, but it does indicate that
unconditional American support can no longer
be taken for granted.

The return of isolation

Perhaps the most self-defeating aspect of Israel’s
current trajectory is its policy in the West Bank.
Settlement expansion has accelerated to the point
where the territorial basis for a viable Palestinian
state has disappeared. Simultaneously, attacks by
Jewish settlers against Palestinian communities
have become increasingly frequent. Reports that
such actions often occur with the protection or
acquiescence of elements within the Israeli
security forces have further eroded Israel’s
international legitimacy.

By making a two-state solution impossible,
Israel is replacing a political problem with a
permanent system of domination that much of
the world finds morally and politically
reprehensible.

History offers a striking irony. Zionism sought
to ensure that the Jewish people would never
again live isolated behind walls of fear and
hostility as they did in Europe. But contemporary
Israeli policies risk producing a modern version
of that condition. The difference is that this
isolation is no longer imposed; it is self-inflicted.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Strengthening ties

The strategic partnership
between India and New
Zealand can prove
beneficial for both
countries, especially as
global uncertainty rises due
to the West Asia conflict.
Strengthening ties with
major economies is vital for
India, particularly as the
U.S’s reliability as an ally
has come under question.
However, the government
must ensure that exports
outpace imports to
maintain a strong and
stable balance of payments.
Aanya Singhal,

Noida, Uttar Pradesh

S. Janaki

The passing of S. Janaki
marks the poignant end of a
golden era in Indian
cinema. For over six
decades, her versatile voice
was the raw, emotional
pulse of our everyday lives,

dominating South Indian
cinema with an unmatched
range. Whether delivering
complex classical
masterpieces such as
“Singaravelane Deva”
(Konjum Salangai), playful
comic numbers, or shifting
her vocal modulation to
effortlessly sing in a child’s
voice, she was the
undisputed queen of
expression. What truly
elevated Janaki Amma to
an icon was her ability to
dissolve linguistic
boundaries. She never
needed a government title;
her listeners had already
crowned her. The
nightingale has fallen silent,
but her staggering treasury
of songs will comfort us for
centuries to come.

S. Padmanabhan,

Kochi, Kerala

Janaki Amma’s mastery of
the nuances of singing

made her one of the most
sought-after playback
singers, and she dominated
the Indian music world for
several decades by
rendering memorable songs
not only in many Indian
languages but also in
foreign languages. Janaki
Amma, who rightly earned
the sobriquet “Nightingale
of the South”, leaves behind
a priceless legacy for us to
cherish, enjoy, and
remember her by forever.
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

As someone who grew up
listening to her innumerable
songs, | will always savour
and cherish her timeless
gems, especially “Chinna
Chinna Vanna Kuyil”
(Mouna Ragam),
“Machaanai Paatheengala”
(Annakili), and “Senthoora
Poove” (16 Vayathinile). The
legendary singer

demonstrated that music is
a divine unifier that
transcends all man-made
barriers and divisions.

B. Suresh Kumar,

Coimbatore

The loss of Janaki Amma
stirs profound grief in hearts
across India. For
generations of listeners,
there is a Janaki Amma
song in the playlist, for
every mood and occasion.
Reducing her legacy to the
‘Nightingale of South India’
seems a disservice,
especially in a country as
vast and culturally diverse
as India.

Lakshmi K.S.,

Kochi

Her voice lent emotional
depth to thousands of
songs across Indian cinema
while remaining remarkable
for its simplicity and
expressive power. Her

legacy will endure not only
through her vast body of
work but also through the
timeless emotions her
songs continue to evoke.
Maliha Fatima,

Hyderabad

Though S. Janaki sang
innumerable songs and won
plenty of awards,
“Singaravelane Deva”
remains a watermark in her
outstanding career. The
song, set in raga Abheri, is
the eternal favourite,
tugging at the heartstrings
of young and old,
transcending time and age
boundaries. At a time when
song tracks are recorded
separately and later
synthesised, this immortal
composition was a pioneer
of the technique. S. Janaki’s
vocals and the nadaswaram
performance of Karukurichi
Arunachalam were recorded
separately and blended

together later. The
breathtaking exchange, in
which her voice matched
the complex, rapid notes of
the nadaswaram note by
note, catapulted her to
overnight fame.

R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

The passing of South India’s
Nightingale, feels like the
quiet fading of a voice that
cradled our childhoods,
gave language to our
heartbreaks, and brought a
gentle, divine warmth into
our homes for over six
decades. While we mourn
the loss of an icon whose
humility was as immense as
her talent, we take comfort
in knowing that her songs
are immortal.

Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad
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Judging graduates, not entrance scores

ew institutions in India
carry the popularity of
the IITs. Getting into
them requires intense
preparation and intellectual
discipline. JEE ranks and GATE
scores used for admissions to
India’s premier institutions are,
therefore, important. Recruiters,
too, have often treated them as an
indication of a student’s ability.
Recently, however, the All IITs
Placement Committee has decided
to exclude JEE ranks, GATE scores,
percentiles, and other such
credentials from standard
placement resumes. Even if some
consider it unnecessary, this
decision deserves wide support.

Beyond entrance ranks

An entrance examination captures
a snapshot of a student’s
performance on a single day. A
degree reflects years of learning.
Between the two lie classrooms,
laboratories, projects, internships,
peer learning, teamwork,
participation in various extended
curricular activities, failures,
recoveries and personal growth. If
campus recruitment continues to
privilege entrance rank, it quietly
reduces the IIT experience as a
whole to an interlude between JEE
and employment. That is unfair to
the student and to the institution.

To treat a student’s entrance
rank as permanent proof of ability
is a constricted view. A more
serious view examines whether a
student has solved problems,
completed meaningful projects,
worked in teams, built prototypes,
written code, contributed to
research, communicated clearly
and shown the maturity required
in the workplace. Preparing
oneself for work requires
competence and a willingness to
be a lifelong learner. It does not
rely on the entrance test score
alone.

The Committee’s decision is
also consistent with the National
Education Policy (NEP 2020),
which emphasises the need to
move beyond an
examination-dominated system.
The policy asks us to focus on
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Removing
entrance ranks
from standard
resumes
prevents a
potentially
prejudicial and
often irrelevant
data point from
becoming a
default filter

creating an ecosystem that enables
students to develop critical
thinking, creativity, ethical
judgment, problem-solving, and
holistic development. If our higher
education institutions are
expected to provide these
capabilities to our students, why
shouldn’t placement systems
recognise them?

There could be another, more
sensitive reason for the decision. It
could be possible to infer social
category or admission route from
entrance ranks by comparing
programme-level opening and
closing ranks. Such inference may
not always be explicit, but it can
influence perception. What
recruiters should be looking for is
not how the student entered IIT,
but what the student can do now.

Both public institutions and
recruiters play important roles in
designing hiring processes that
reduce avoidable bias. Removing
entrance ranks from standard
resumes prevents a potentially
prejudicial and often irrelevant
data point from becoming a
default filter. Some may say that
recruiters need filters. Nobody is
contesting that need. But
employers already have better
instruments. They use CGPA or
CPI thresholds, technical
interviews, coding tests, case
discussions, design tasks, project
reviews, research work,
communication abilities and
behavioural assessments. It has
long been recognised that JEE or
GATE scores do not reliably
capture these.

A student’s entrance rank may
say something about past
preparation. It cannot say enough
about future contributions. With
enhanced access, our higher
education institutions attract
many first-generation learners,
rural students,
non-English-medium students,
and those from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. Some
may take time to adjust to the new
environment. Many grow
substantially during their IIT
years. A fair placement process
should, therefore, allow them to

present what they have achieved
years after obtaining their
entrance scores.

Student well-being should be
our top priority. If recruiting
methods make ranks part of
students’ identities, they become a
burden for many students. When
the recruitment process turns
ranks into hierarchies, students
can experience anxiety and
comparison. IITs are places where
students grow beyond the
circumstances of entry. Then why
can’t our placement system let
students know that the work they
do after admission matters, not
their ranks?

This does not mean that
entrance examinations are
unimportant. But the selection
process for admission and the
selection process for recruitment
are different altogether. The first
decides entry into an academic
programme. The second should
judge current professional
readiness. Confusing the two
weakens both.

The decision to move away
from publicising only the highest
salary packages also deserves
attention. Highest packages create
headlines. They may lead students
and parents to believe that high
packages are normal, when in
reality they are often outliers.
Median salary is a better
representative measure to get an
overall sense of how the larger
graduating cohort has fared. It is
important to encourage a more
mature public conversation on
employment by emphasising
median salaries.

A better signal

Together, these decisions show
welcome institutional seriousness.
They recognise that campus
recruitment must assess students
for what they have learnt and
become during their time at the
institution. A fair placement
system should not allow an old
rank to overshadow evidence of a
student’s present competence and
readiness for work. Other higher
education institutions would do
well to draw from this example.

A.P. and the next El Nifio challenge

Heatwaves and rainfall deficits could put the State’s preparedness to the test

STATE OF PLAY

Nellore Sravani

uch before El Nifo
M formed over the Pac-
ific Ocean, Andhra

Pradesh got a bitter taste of
what was to come. In May, the
State experienced oppressive
heat, unending warm nights,
and intense heatwaves. Cities
and towns wore a deserted
look as daytime temperatures
remained above 44 degrees
Celsius for nine consecutive
days, with the season’s highest
touching 48.3 degrees Celsius.

In addition to bringing back
unpleasant memories of the
previous El Nifio events in the
State, the record-breaking
temperatures heralded a dis-
turbing weather pattern,
marked by scanty rainfall and
more heatwaves. Even on July
12, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Amarava-
ti, issued heatwave alerts for
the State.

This is the third time in 10
years that the State’s prepa-
redness is being put to the
test, the first two being 2015
and 2023. In 2015, which wit-
nessed a strong El Nifio event,
heatwaves killed at least 2,300
people in the country, with
Andhra Pradesh alone ac-
counting for 1,369 deaths,
forcing the government to
form the Andhra Pradesh
State Disaster Management
Authority (APSDMA).

Weather experts say that
whenever sea surface temper-
atures in the Pacific Ocean rise
beyond 2 degrees Celsius, me-
teorologists declare it a “very
strong” El Nifio event. Bet-
ween 1951 and 2025, this
threshold was crossed four
times — 1972,1982, 2015 and
2023 — according to IMD
experts.

Meteorologists believe
there is a high likelihood of

Andhra
Pradesh

another strong El Nifio event
this year.

A testing monsoon

For Andhra Pradesh, an over-
all below-normal monsoon
has been forecast, with isolat-
ed areas showing the probabil-
ity of receiving normal or
above-normal rainfall, which
indicates the likelihood of the
formation of low-pressure sys-
tems in the Bay of Bengal. But
this is only a possibility.

The State receives most of
its rainfall during the South-
west monsoon, particularly in
August and September, when
El Nifio is expected to gain
strength. While the State re-
ceived about normal rainfall in
June, as predicted, July has be-
gun on a slightly dry note.

According to the Directo-
rate of Economics and Statis-
tics, the State received 86.2
mm of rainfall against the nor-
mal 149.1 mm between June 1
and July 11, recording a deficit
of 42.2%. Except for two dis-
tricts that reported normal
rainfall, 26 of the 28 districts
have reported either deficient
or largely deficient rainfall,
presenting a bleak picture.

The State’s long-period av-
erage annual rainfall is 858
mm, but this year’s total is
projected at 690 mm, which
means a deviation of around
20%, which, again, is double
the deviations recorded in the
State in recent El Nifio years.
According to the APSDMA, ne-
gative deviations in recent El
Nifio years ranged between

4% and 11%.

The immediate impact of
deficit rainfall is on the farm-
ing community and agricultu-
ral activities. In 2023, 54 man-
dals were declared
drought-hit, while at least 6.96
lakh farmers suffered losses in
103 of the State’s 688 mandals.

The government has begun
preparations.

At a review meeting, And-
hra Pradesh Home and Disas-
ter Management Minister V.
Anitha stressed the need to
disseminate weather informa-
tion down to the village level
to minimise crop losses. But,
there is a challenge: the agri-
cultural department issues
alerts and advisories to farm-
ers based on the agroclimatic
zones. Academicians have
flagged the haphazard club-
bing of areas with zones of dif-
ferent characteristics. This
can lead to a mismatch in the
advisory being given and the
ground reality of farmers. The
government’s objective can-
not be achieved unless the
structural issues are
addressed.

The agricultural depart-
ment has begun alerting farm-
ers about shifting to drought-
hardy crops in rain-fed areas
of Rayalaseema to tide over
the crisis. But questions have
also been raised about the wil-
lingness of farmers to shift to
these crops.

The State appears to have
learnt from the lessons of 2015
by significantly reducing heat-
stroke deaths. In 2023, the
number of deaths recorded
had drastically come down to
three. But ensuring that timely
weather advisories reach
farmers remains a weak link.

It is to be seen whether the
government’s preparedness
remains only on paper or aids
in mitigating the impact of the
global event.

sravani.n@thehindu.co.in

Disproportionate SIR deletions in Manipur's tribal constituencies

Despite accounting for only 37.8% of the electorate, the ST constituencies accounted for 64.2% of deletions during the enumeration phase of the SIR

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Nitika Francis

n analysis of deletions dur-
A ing the enumeration phase

of the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of Manipur’s
electoral rolls showed that the 19
constituencies reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes (ST) saw dispropor-
tionately high deletions compared
with the remaining 41 Assembly
constituencies (ACs) (Chart 1).

The draft SIR rolls, released on
July 5, showed that these 19 ACs in
the hill areas — which have a pre-
dominant presence of the Kuki-Zo
and Naga communities — account-
ed for 64.2% of the 1.59 lakh dele-
tions, despite accounting for only
37.8% of the 20.93 lakh voters pre-
sent on the State’s rolls before SIR.

As Table 2 shows, the share of
voters from ST constituencies in
Manipur’s electorate dropped by
2.1 percentage points due to dis-
proportionately high deletions in
those ACs.

Manipur has been in turmoil ev-
er since ethnic violence erupted in
May 2023. Among the ST ACs, de-
letions were more concentrated in
and around Churachandpur - a
district with a significant presence
of the Kuki-Zo community, which
was the epicentre of the conflict
(Map 1).

In the ST constituencies, 76.1%
of deletions were recorded as “Per-
manently Shifted” or “Untracea-
ble/Absent”, compared with 53.9%
in the General ACs. Meanwhile,
“Death” accounted for 41.9% of de-
letions in the General ACs, in con-
trast to just 18.9% in the ST ACs.

More women got deleted than
men. More than 8% of female vo-
ters were deleted compared with
6% of male voters. For every 1,000
male voters deleted, 1,271 female
voters were deleted, bringing the
gender ratio in the rolls down from
1,071 before SIR to 1,057 in the
draft rolls. In 18 ACs, 60% to 69%
of the deletions were women.
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Vote in question: Voters at polling
station in Kangpokpi in Manipur
during 2022 Assembly polls
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Chart 1: For every name deleted in the 40 general constituencies, roughly two
names were deleted in the 19 constituencies reserved for Scheduled Tribes (ST)

40 GEN+1SC ,‘
Constituencies

19ST |

Constituencies

W

Table 1: The share of voters from ST constituencies in Manipur’s
electorate dropped by 2.1 percentage points

36.00%

' 37.80%

GEN-ACs | ST-ACs | SC-ACs
Total (60
40) | (19 | () (50)
Electors before SIR | 12,69,503 | 7,91,859 | 31,714 |20,93,076
Share in electorate o o o o
before SIR - (A) 60.7% 37.8% 1.5% 100%
Deletions 55460 | 1,01,827 | 1,390 | 1,58,677
% Deleted 4.4% 12.9% 4.4% 7.6%
Share in total 350% | 64.2% | 0.9% | 100%
deletions
Electorsindraft | 1) 14 043 | 690,032 | 30,324 | 19,34,399
SIR rolls
Shareindraft SR | ¢ g00 | 35706 | 1.6% | 100%
rolls - (B)
Change between
Aand B (% points) sz (512 (0.1
Th(te)lsia};cac\j/vt)ereﬁou;c.e;j irom tf;ef;!sts ofdgletlons Three of the four More than
published by the Chief Electoral Officer, Manipur ACs with the high- halflof
est deletions (%) were | total deletions
Share in electorate [ Share in deletions in Churachandpur came from just
before SIR (%) in draft SIR rolls (%) district 12 ST seats

| 62.20% Scan for the full article

with insights from
academic Kham Khan

Suan Hausing and Gautam g ¥2%

Mukhopadhaya, a former

64.20% Ambassador of India

felt.

Map: Deletions were more concentrated in and around
Churachandpur district, which has a significant presence of the
Kuki-Zo community and was the epicentre of the conflict

The unshaded region in the centre of the map is the Loktak lake

B Shifted

Absent W Death [ Duplicate

Chart 2: The chart shows shares of different reasons for which names were deleted in different types of constituencies

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 13, 1976

Building Code that has
been given the go-by

Madras, July 12: When there was a National
Building Code why not make use of it to have
cheaper buildings? Posing this question the
Union Industry Minister, Mr. T. A. Pai, had a dig
at financial institutions for putting forth their
own codes “which were totally irrelevant” and
which only added to costs.

Speaking at the Indian Standards Institution
here today, Mr. Pai said that if one had to borrow
from the LIC it would insist on earthquake proof
foundation. If it was so keen why not have an
earthquake premium instead of insisting on
conditions which would only raise costs, he
asked jocularly. The Minister also deprecated
the tendency of industries to fritter away their
resources on posh buildings.

Mr. Pai said that the National Building Code
evolved a long time ago had been given the
go-by and the PWD and the municipal
corporations refused to change. People refused
to do anything sensibly. It would appear that
enforcement of discipline either by law or force
was the only way to “discipline ourselves”, he

The Minister was glad that the National
Building Code was beginning to be accepted and
the Planning Commission was making the State
Governments to accept the code.

[q)
m
=z

— 4%

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 13, 1926

Under5% | 5-10% M10-15% M15-20% M 20% & above
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n
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Table 2: The table below shows the reason-wise deletions in different types of constituencies

Thanlon

Constituency type Shifted Absent Death Duplicate Total Deletions
GEN (40) 20,032 9,861 23,227 2,340 55,460

ST (19) 51,869 25,677 19,255 5,026 1,01,827

SC (1) 572 272 518 28 1,390
Total (60) 72,473 35,810 43,000 7,394 1,58,677

The Hindu analysed the numbers using the booth-wise lists of deletions published by the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO), Manipur. The Statewide aggregate numbers provided by the CEO did not include the breakdown of deletions

constituency marked as “Shifted” and as “Absent”. They were clubbed under a single category
in Pherzawl
district saw Table 3: Forevery 1,000  Gender In rolls before SIR | in deletions | in draft SIR rolls
the State’s male voters deleted, Male 1,010,337 69,871 9,40,466
d*;'lgert‘i‘f; 1;3;’:[:@;“3‘9 voters Female 1,082,459 88,799 9,93,660
rate, at g Third Gender 300 7 293
*(Number of female voters  Total 2,093,096 158,677 1,934,419
27.2% per 1,000 male voters) Gender Ratio* 1,071 1271 1,057
) | :
oo e

The Lenglen episode

A correspondent of “The Star” wrote under date
June 24.—

The biggest sensation of the present
Wimbledon meeting occurred to-day, when
Mlle. Suzanne Lenglen, the famous French
tennis player, failed to put in an appearance for
her two o’clock match on Court No. 1 against
Mrs. G. J. Deyhurst. The meeting of these two
had attracted the usual enormous crowd to
Court No. 1 there being almost empty benches in
the Centre Court, where J. Kozeluh and J.
Pennycuick were appearing and at other
attractive matches in other courts.

The court was packed, and thousands tried in
vain to get in. But as time went on there was no
Suzanne and the frequent applause testified to
the impatience of the spectators. It was the first
time in the history of Wimbledon that she was
not up to time or that she has kept her faithful
army of admirers waiting.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of persons Fund sought by Delhi ~ Traditional water Number of SIR forms  Deaths due to
who drowned in CM for accelerating sources cleaned in submitted in two floods reported
Germany last month ownership scheme Hamirpur district days in Punjab in Bangladesh

Ninety-nine people drowned
99 in Germany last month, the

most since a record
heatwave swept Europe in 2003, as per the
official figures. Germany was among the
nations hit by the June heatwave in
western Europe, which set temperature
records in several places. arp

R crore Delhi Chief
100 Minister Rekha Gupta

has sought X100 crore
from the Centre to accelerate the
implementation of the PM-UDAY scheme,
providing property rights to residents of
1,511 unauthorised colonies in the national

capital, according to a statement. e

A campaign to clean the
236 traditional water

sources in Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur district has restored
236 facilities so far, officials said. The
campaign was launched to safeguard
people from waterborne diseases during
monsoon. et

lakh More than 30 lakh
30 Punjab electors have

submitted their enumeration
forms during special camps organised
Statewide over two days as part of special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
Chief Electoral Officer (CEQ) Anindita Mitra
said on Sunday. em

At least 44 people have died
44 in floods and landslides over

the past week in Bangladesh,
officials said Sunday, as rivers remained
above danger levels and 2.5 lakh families
were displaced. Overnight torrential rains
inundated several areas in Dhaka. emi

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Why is helium emerging as a strategic resource? How vulnerable is the world to a helium supply shock? Why is it considered a critical input for future

Follow us O facebook.com/thehindu  X.com/the hindu instagram.com/the_hindu

Why has China banned helium exports?

technologies? Why is storing and transporting helium so expensive? What makes it so hard to replace?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

he story so far:
On July 10, the Ministry of

Commerce and General

Administration of Customs,
China, has temporarily but immediately
banned helium exports from the country.
As of 4.30 pm IST on July 10, Beijing had
not published any other information as to
why it took this step now or its scope.

Is China a major helium producer?
China imports more than 80% of its
helium needs but produces only around
1.6% of the world’s helium. The export
ban follows an extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export restrictions —
where the Prime Minister needs to sign off
on shipments through 2027 — and supply
risks tied to heightened tensions in West
Asia.

The world’s major helium producers
are the U.S. (meeting 43% of total supply),
followed by Qatar, Russia, Canada, and
Algeria. In 2024, the U.S. privatised its
Federal Helium Reserve and, selling its
assets to the Messer Group and no longer
buffering shocks such as those due to the
U.S.-Iran conflict.

The next year, the U.S. House
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform launched an investigation into
Messer’s Chinese interests, stoking the
risk of tit-for-tat measures. Which China’s
latest export ban could be.

After the U.S., Qatar has been meeting
33% of the demand, especially in Asia.
After the conflict with Iran escalated, as
medical chemist and Science columnist
Derek Lowe put it, “one-third of global
helium production is now literally bottled
up behind the Strait of Hormuz, a much
higher percentage than world oil
production [where the situation is bad
enough already].”

In this light, China’s new export
restriction could preserve the country’s
helium supply for its domestic chip
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by a few companies worldwide. GETTY IMAGES
manufacturers and its medical sector.

How is helium obtained?

Helium is the second-lightest element,
after hydrogen, and is not manufactured.
It is a non-renewable resource generated
deep in the earth’s crust, where the
radioactive decay of uranium and
thorium atoms emits alpha particles,
which capture electrons to form helium
atoms.

Over millions of years, this helium
migrates into the same reservoirs of
natural gas, and they are extracted
together. This said, natural gas is not
processed to isolate the helium from it
until the latter makes up at least 0.3% by
volume.

But once it does, the gas is isolated
using the fact that it has a different boiling
point.

Some operators also recover helium
from LNG plants and from the air but
these quantities are too low to matter to
the global demand. Helium for
commercial use is usually at least 99.997%
pure.

Helium can only be transported in vacuum-jacketed s
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tainless steel vessels that are manufactured only

What is helium used for?

Helium has an extremely low boiling
point — negative 269°C — and does not
participate easily in chemical reactions.
These are good properties for a coolant
that needs to cool the magnets in MRI
machines, the silicon wafers in the
semiconductor fabricating industry, and,
increasingly, some of the devices used in
quantum computers. Its small atoms
mean the gas escapes easily through gaps
that might be too small for oxygen or
nitrogen atoms — so engineers use helium
as a leak-detector.

Helium is also used in the process of
drawing optical fibres to rapidly and
uniformly cool molten glass and to
displace oxygen or nitrogen from forming
bubbles inside the material. Spaceflight
organisations like ISRO, NASA, and
SpaceX use helium to pressurise fuel
tanks in rockets. Research and the
tourism sector in many parts of the world
also use helium to inflate balloons and
airships.

According to the U.S. Geological
Survey, laboratory use-cases account for

22% of the demand for helium, followed
by controlled atmospheres and
semiconductors (17%), lifting gas (17%),
MRI scanners (15%), aerospace (9%), and
detecting leaks (5%).

How much does helium cost?

In June 2026, the spot price for highly
pure helium in Northeast Asia had
reportedly spiked to $150-205 per
thousand cubic feet, almost double what
it was in late 2025. At least one major
supplier, the U.S.-based industrial
supplier Airgas, has invoked force
majeure and tacked on surcharges of
$13.50 per hundred cubic feet to existing
contracts. Liquid helium is by default
expensive to store and transport because
helium only liquefies at -269°C.

In fact, the helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and transport are
each expensive and technically
sophisticated. A mid- to large-scale
purification and liquefaction facility will
require more than $100 million while
smaller ones can cost around $10 million,
thanks to the need for corrosion-resistant
alloys that can withstand ultra-low
temperatures.

The gas can be stored in underground
salt caverns, which reduce leaks
significantly — but these formations are
rare and developing a new one can cost
more than $200 million. It can also be
stored as compressed gas or cryogenic
liquid. The former typically costs up to
$10 million to build while bulk cryogenic
liquid storage systems generally need
between $0.5 million and $20 million
depending on capacity. Then there are
the operational expenses.

Finally, helium can only be transported
in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels
— which are manufactured by relatively
few companies worldwide, including
several Chinese ones.

Finally, the contractor transporting the
containers must also ensure they are
delivered before the holding time expires,
after which the helium will start boiling
off into the atmosphere.

THE GIST

The export ban follows an
extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export
restrictions — where the Prime
Minister needs to sign off on
shipments through 2027 — and
supply risks tied to heightened
tensions in West Asia.

v

Helium is an important coolant
in the semiconductor
fabricating industry, where it
removes heat from silicon
wafers.

v

The helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and
transport are each expensive
and technically sophisticated.

How DDCs changed local

governance in J&K?

What is at stake in the debate over local democracy in Jammu and Kashmir?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
he restructuring of Jammu and
Kashmir’s political and
administrative framework
through the constitution of
District Development Councils (DDCs) has
remained the subject of legal and
constitutional debate. Formed in 2021, the
DDCs completed their five-year term on
February 24, 2026. With no fresh
elections held and local government
institutions remaining largely inactive in
recent years, questions have resurfaced
about the relevance of the DDC model.
Introduced as a mechanism for direct
local democracy, the DDCs are viewed by
supporters as a step towards grassroots
governance, while critics argue they have
impeded rather than strengthened
democratic decentralisation in the region.

What do the 73rd and 74th
Amendments provide for?

One of the core arguments presented for
CM
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the abrogation of Article 370 was the need
to fully integrate J&K with the
constitutional framework applicable to
the rest of India.

A central element of this argument was
the introduction of the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendment Acts, which
provide for elected rural and urban
bodies. This integration was intended to
ensure regular, mandatory elections and
empower grassroots democracy.

How is local governance structured?
The standard constitutional framework
operates on a clearly defined multi-tier
electoral system where citizens directly
elect their local representatives:

Urban areas: Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils, and Nagar
Panchayats.

Rural areas: A three-tier structure
comprising Gram Panchayats (Village
Pradhans), Block Development Councils
(BDCs), and District-level bodies (Zila
Parishads).

Mandated under Article 243ZD of the

Constitution, the District Planning
Committee (DPC) is envisaged as a
coordinating body that brings together
development plans prepared by
panchayats and municipalities and
integrates them into a comprehensive
district-level plan.

Unlike an independent executive
authority, the DPC is intended to function
as an institutional mechanism that reflects
priorities generated by elected local
bodies and facilitates bottom-up
planning. In this sense, it is designed to
strengthen democratic decentralisation
by aggregating local mandates rather than
exercising authority over them.

However, while the constitutional
framework assigns a key role to DPCs in
district-level planning, their functioning
has been uneven across the country, with
many remaining largely inactive, barring
a few exceptions such as Kerala.

How do DDCs differ from DPCs?
The DDCs were established in J&K
through an executive order rather than a

legislative process. While the government
presents DDCs as directly elected bodies
that strengthen grassroots democracy, it
is contended that the model contains
major contradictions within the
governance framework.

Critics argue that the DDC structure
bypasses existing institutions such as Zila
Panchayats and urban local bodies.
Unlike the DPC, which is intended to
aggregate development priorities
emerging from lower tiers of government,
the DDC functions as a parallel
administrative authority with executive
and developmental powers. This blurs the
relationship between the electorate and
the actual exercise of power.

The key distinction is that the DPC
seeks to strengthen local democracy by
consolidating mandates generated from
the ground up, whereas the DDC operates
from above, competing with lower tiers of
governance and functioning as an
instrument of centralised bureaucratic
control rather than democratic
decentralisation.

The DDC structure raises concerns
about unequal representation. The
allocation of seats across districts does
not adequately reflect variations in
population, thereby diluting the principle
of uniform political weight.

For instance, Srinagar, with a
population of roughly 12 lakh, and
Kishtwar, with around 2.5 lakh residents,
are allocated the same number of DDC
members. This creates an imbalance
where the political voice per capita is
drastically skewed.

The DDCs are being compared to the
“special purpose vehicles” used in Smart
City projects. They create an illusion of
decentralisation, but act as capital-driven,
bureaucratically managed structures.
Since DDCs can easily jettison legislatively
approved local initiatives, they function as
a governance substitute rather than a
governance supplement.

The creation of 280 DDC members
across J&K has established a form of
parallel ‘parliament’ in disguise.
Historically, in politically fragile regions,
central authorities have often sought to
weaken provincial or State-level
assemblies by backing district-level
entities.

With the J&K State Assembly absent or
weakened for years, the DDC framework
has allowed key functions and financial
powers that would ordinarily rest with
elected legislators and local panchayats to
remain concentrated under Union
administration control.

What is the way forward for local
democracy in J&K?

Genuine local democracy cannot be
reduced to an administrative or legal
exercise; it is fundamentally a political
question. True decentralisation requires
the restoration of the DPC model
envisaged under the 73th and 74th
Constitutional Amendments, ensuring
financially empowered and grounded
local governments accountable to the
State’s electorate, rather than an
administrative architecture serving
centralised union control.
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ANTHROPIC:
IWHO WINS?

ChatGPT Work is a direct competitor to Claude Cowork, which can similarly complete multi-step, tool-using tasks for users, though the two differ in their plugin ecosystems and how deeply each is woven into its
maker’s coding tools — Codex for OpenAl, Claude Code for Anthropic. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Has OpenAlI’s GPT-5.6 class beaten
Anthropic’s Fable-class models?

Just over a week after Fable 5 came back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled its own next-generation family: GPT-5.6 Sol, Terra, and Luna;

rather than a single flagship, OpenAl split the release into three capability tiers priced separately with Sol at the top and Luna at the bottom

John Xavier

nthropic and OpenAl are
locked in an increasingly tight
race for frontier Al supremacy,
and the gap between their
flagship models are narrowing to a
benchmark-by-benchmark contest.

Claude has led on real-world
software-engineering tasks with Fable 5
scoring 80.3% on SWE-Bench Pro — a
benchmark that evaluates an Al model’s
software engineering capabilities through
complex, realistic programming
challenges — at its June launch, well ahead
of GPT-5.5’s 58.6%. But OpenAlI’s newly
released GPT-5.6 Sol claims the
state-of-the-art spot on the Artificial
Analysis Coding Agent Index at 80,
narrowly ahead of Fable 5, while using
less than half the tokens and time.

Since launching Mythos and giving a
select group of companies in its Glasswing
Alliance early access, Anthropic has
positioned itself at the front of the frontier
race. It followed up by releasing Fable 5, a
version of Mythos with extra safeguards
around biology, cybersecurity, and Al
research, to a much broader set of users,
cementing that lead.

That momentum hit a snag when a
dispute with the U.S. government over
export controls led Anthropic to be
treated as a supply-chain risk, forcing it to
suspend access to Fable 5 and Mythos 5
for 19 days — from June 12 to July 1, 2026 —
before the Commerce Department lifted
the relevant controls and access was
restored.

Just over a week after Fable 5 came
back online for all users, OpenAl unveiled
its own next-generation family: GPT-5.6
Sol, Terra, and Luna. Rather than a single
flagship, OpenAl split the release into
three capability tiers priced separately

with Sol at the top and Luna at the
bottom, arguing this lets each tier
advance on its own tempo.

OpenAl has been vocal that Sol edges
out Anthropic’s flagship on several fronts.
On Agents’ Last Exam, an evaluation of
long-running professional workflows
across 55 fields, Sol scored 53.6, which
OpenAl says is 13.1 points ahead of Fable
5. On the Artificial Analysis Coding Agent
Index, Sol posted a new high of 80, about
2.8 points above Fable 5. It also claims
new state-of-the-art marks on
BrowseComp (92.2%) and OSWorld 2.0
(62.6%).

Picture isn’t one-directional

But the picture isn’t one-directional.
Anthropic still holds a wide lead on
SWE-Bench Pro, where Fable 5’s 80.3%
sits far above the 64.6% OpenAl reports
for Sol — a roughly 15-point gap on one of
the most closely watched agentic-coding
benchmarks.

Independent observers have pointed
out that Terminal-Bench and SWE-Bench
Pro reward different kinds of work:
terminal automation favours Sol’s
Codex-style harness, while
whole-codebase issue resolution still
favours Claude.

To understand why the two companies
can each claim a win, it helps to think of
the two tests as different kinds of job
interviews for the same candidate.

SWE-Bench Pro is like handing
someone a half-finished house that a
previous contractor left behind, and
asking them to find exactly what’s wrong
and fix only that, without touching
anything else or causing a different room
to leak.

It rewards a model that can read
carefully, navigate something large and
unfamiliar, and make a precise, contained

repair — the way a software engineer fixes
a specific bug in a codebase they didn’t
build.

Terminal-Bench 2.1, on the other hand,
is less about fixing one specific thing and
more about general skilfulness around the
whole house. One has to evaluate
whether this person can set up the
electricity, get the plumbing running, and
recover if a step goes wrong midway.

It’s a broader test of operating a
computer’s control panel that includes
installing software, configuring servers,
running multi-step jobs, and
troubleshooting failures along the way.

A model can be a meticulous bug-fixer
without being a great all-around operator,
and vice versa. This is roughly why Fable
5 leads on the “fix this one thing
precisely” test while GPT-5.6 Sol leads on
the “handle this whole messy workflow”
test.

There’s a second wrinkle worth
knowing as these scores aren’t just testing
the Al model itself but they’re also testing
the toolkit it’s given to work with.

OpenAl has evaluated its models using
its own in-house “Codex” toolkit, tuned to
work well with how its models like to
operate, a bit like letting the operator
using their own tools versus renting them
a standard set of equipment. A contractor
will be adept at executing well with the
tools he is used to, but may find it difficult
to use a different toolkit.

In a normal scenario, this contractor
will require some additional time to get
used to the new tools before they start
working. And even when they work with
the new tools, it will take some time to
gain tacit knowledge. If one were to factor
this into GPT 5.6 Sol’s capability, then its
lead with Fable 5 will be narrower.

Apart from the GPT-5.6 family of
models, the company also announced

ChatGPT Work, an agentic mode built on
GPT-5.6 that can read emails, summarise
texts, create presentations, and organise
inchoate ideas into charts and dashboards
through a new “Sites” feature, as well as
run scheduled or recurring tasks

Competing strengths, different
trade-offs

This product is a direct competitor to
Claude Cowork, which can similarly
complete multi-step, tool-using tasks for
users, though the two differ in their
plugin ecosystems and how deeply each is
woven into its maker’s coding tools —
Codex for OpenAl, Claude Code for
Anthropic.

So how do the two flagship frontier
labs’ models compare and contrast?
Based on what the benchmark and eval
scores show, both are capable and land
close to each other overall. Each comes
with a different specialty rather than one
model being categorically ahead.

The place where OpenAl clearly shows
distinction is in token efficiency. On the
Artificial Analysis Coding Agent Index, Sol
matches or exceeds Fable 5’s score while
using less than half the output tokens,
taking less than half the time, and costing
about one-third less. On the broader
Artificial Analysis Intelligence Index, Sol
comes within a single point of Fable 5
while finishing tasks in 61% less time at
roughly half the cost.

For teams weighing cost per completed
task rather than raw benchmark scores
this efficiency gap may be a deciding
factor than which model tops any
individual leaderboard. Though, as with
the Codex-versus-neutral-harness
comparison above, it’s worth checking
whether that efficiency holds up outside
OpenAlI’s own tuned environment before
betting a production workflow on it.
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A quiz on ICC Hall of Famers to mark the induction of Sourav Ganguly and Anjum Chopra

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION 1

Of the 13 Indians inducted
into the Hall of Fame, only
one has not led the country.
Who?

A

QUESTION 2

As per the ICC website, apart
from Kapil Dev, who is the
only other ‘all-rounder’
inductee to have led his
country to limited-overs
World Cup glory?

A

QUESTION 3

Who was the third inductee
along with Anjum and Sourav
this year?

A

QUESTION 4

The Sri Lankan legends

CM
K

Mahela Jayawardene and
Kumar Sangakkara were
both inducted in the same
year. Which year?

A

QUESTION 5

Name the only Indian
inductee not to have
played One Day
Internationals?

A

QUESTION 6

In 1999, Anil Kumble, who
was inducted in 2015,
emulated a 2009 Hall of
Famer in achieving a rare
Test feat. Who and what
feat?

A

QUESTION 7

Name the Pakistani
cricketer who was
honoured posthumously
in 2022 for his feats.

A
Visual question: Name this only woman wicketkeeper to be
inducted into the Hall of Fame. REUTERS

T Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

Early Birds

1. An easy one. A translation of the Odyssey by this scholar has
been subject to controversy ever since Mr. Nolan mentioned it in
an interview. Name the scholar. Ans: Emily Wilson

2. Ancient Greek plays were categorised into two forms: comedies
and tragedies. Aristotle considered this the important element of
a play. Name it. Ans: Mythos (Plot)

3. This Greek tragic character gouges his eyes out after learning a
terrible truth. Name the character, the play, and the tragedian
who wrote the play. Ans: Oedipus; Oedipus Rex, Sophocles

4. The Odyssey is an epic poem written by Homer, considered to
be a foundational work of classical literature. However, this
ancient Greek philosopher was of the opinion that poetry and
theatre were morally corrupt, and that poets should be banished.
Name him. Ans: Plato

5. The Iliad is also an epic poem by Homer. What is its famous
opening line? Ans: "Sing, O goddess, the anger of Achilles...."
6. Visual: This rap artist stars in Nolan's Odyssey. Name him and
the role he plays in the film. Ans: Travis Scott; The Bard

Tamal Biswas | Sitaram Saharay | Pulkit Sathe | Kamal Pandey |
Pankaj Gharde

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

He works for
a prestigious
law firm

She takes after her grandmother,
especially in her love for music

S. Upendran

“I know! I'm late again. I didn’t expect the
traffic to be so bad at this time of the day.”

“It’s a pity that you haven’t taken after
your father”

“What should I have taken from my
father? What are you talking about?”

“The expression ‘take after’ is used in
everyday contexts. When someone says
that you've taken after your father, it
means you resemble him.”

“In other words, I look like him. If I
resemble my father, why did you say it’s a
pity that I haven’t taken after him?”

“You can take after someone in terms
of looks and in terms of character.”

“In other words, I may be like him in
terms of looks, but not in terms my likes,
dislikes, temperament, etc.”

“Exactly! And you're nothing like your
father when it comes to those things. You
haven’t taken after him when it comes to
punctuality.”

“My sister has taken after him in that
respect. Tell me, how is
p...I...e..s..t..i...g...l...0...U...8
pronounced?”

“For native speakers of English, the
word consists of three syllables. The first
is pronounced like the word ‘press’, while
the following vowel is like the i’ in ‘sit’
and ‘bit’. The ‘g’ sounds like the ’ in ‘jam’
and ‘juice, and the final....”

“The final ‘ous’ sounds like the ‘ous’ in
‘famous’.”

“Very good! The word is pronounced
‘pres-TlJ-es’ with the stress on the second
syllable. You know what the word means,
right?”

“Yes. It means respected and admired.
My friend Venkatesh graduated from a
very prestigious institution in India.”

“Now tell me, many Indians pronounce
the word ‘pres-TEA-ji-es’. They pronounce
it as a four syllabled word. Is it wrong to
pronounce it that way?”

“A native speaker of English would
probably think so. But in India, it won’t be
a problem. People will understand you.
By the way, congratulations. Your
favourite actor’s new release is a big hit.”

“People in the film industry are saying
that it’s a blockbuster. Many critics have
paid the actor handsome compliments.”

“Handsome compliments! What are
you talking about? Isn’t the word
handsome always used with people?
Especially men!”

“Not really! The word can be used with
things as well. For example, when you say
that someone paid you a handsome
compliment, what you’re suggesting is
that the individual paid you a generous
compliment.”

“I see. How about this example? The
company gave Sindu a handsome raise to
make sure that she stays.”

“To retain someone like her, they
would have had to double her salary.
Whenever Sunitha goes to a restaurant,
she always tips the waiter handsomely.”

“That’s easy to do when you get a
handsome cheque every month.”
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Tacit:

implied by or inferred from actions or
statements

Synonyms: implied, hinted

Usage: There was a tacit agreement that he
would pay off the loan.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tacit

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [taes.1t/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Claims
quantified,
mom’s love
priceless

COVERNOTE
K. Nitya Kalyani

Parents are invaluable, but insurance
needs a rupee value basis for
compensating financial loss. Thus
long, a woman with no independent
earnings and essentially a housewife,
did not warrant a compensation in
motor accident third-party liability
cases. Now a value has been fixed for
her life, enabling compensation. The
Supreme Court fixed 330,000 a
month as the minimum economic
value of her contribution in terms of
unpaid domestic work and caregiving,
to serve as the basis for
compensation.

This ruling was part of a landmark
judgment delivered on June 11, 2026 in
an appeal in a motor accident claim
for a 2001 accident in Punjab in which
a housewife died. It highlighted that
unpaid domestic and caregiving work,
mostly the lot of women, forms about
15% of the country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) but has never been
quantified or formalised as a metric.
The fact is that a homemaker's work,
though unpaid, carries enormous
financial and societal value.

As a result of this ruling, a new
legal category called “Loss of
Domestic Care” has been created in
the compensation table in the Motor
Vehicles Act (MVA), 1988 and under
this, the insurance company cannot
follow the earlier method of ascribing
a nil value for compensation as in the
case of unskilled labourers.

Some background

Motor Third-Party Liability (TP)
insurance compensates the insured
for any legal liability to a third party
created by his vehicle in an accident,
including death.

MVA 1988 introduced a
mathematical formula and a matrix
for automatically calculating
compensation amounts for death
which could be awarded by courts
where the income of the deceased
was 340,000 a month or less.

Called structured compensation, it
took into account the deceased’s
earnings, earnings potential in the
future, his or her age and adjusted it
for personal expenses.

By this it provided a solution that
all the parties, the courts, the
insurance companies and the victims’
families could make peace with and
not litigate endlessly in hopes of
unknown high compensations. The
matrix did not have a category
relating to homemakers and so their
life value was taken as nil, as in the
case of unskilled labourers, while
deciding compensation in cases.

Clearly, the multiple roles a wife or
mother plays to keep the home
running and the family cared for has a
much higher market price than zero,
should they be outsourced to
professionals.

Impact on insurance and claims
In the case on which the Supreme
Court Bench was ruling, the
compensation earlier fixed at ¥8.43
lakh by the High Court was raised to
%62.78 lakh.

The Supreme Court clarified that
this ruling does not legally enforce a
monthly salary to be paid to
housewives by their husbands.
Though one wishes!

Also of significance is that the
330,000 per month is a minimum and
Motor Accident Claims Tribunals
(MACT), special courts for Motor TP
accident claims, can use this as a
starting point for fixing compensation
and individual cases can be built for
higher compensations.

There is also a built in 10% increase
on this baseline amount every three
years for inflation.

The impact on various types of
claims/cases will unfold as time goes
on. On the underwriting front,
homemakers could not get life
insurance till now as they had no
formal income and this would change
enabling policies to be taken on their
lives. One is sure new policies are
being designed for the whole new
segment that has been opened up.

One is even more sure that the
premium rates for motor TP policies
will go up to take care of additional
claims they have to pay out under this
category!

(The writer is a business journalist
specialising in insurance & corporate
history)
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Millions of households still either do not have adequate term cover or postpone purchasing it altogether. ILLUSTRATION: B. SAINATH ILLUSTRATION: B. SAINATH

Bridging the affordability
gap in term life insurance

With lower servicing and acquisition costs caused by digital underwriting, pricing is becoming

better and more efficient, resulting in meaningful improvement in affordability

COST EFFECTIVE

Vivek Jain

ndia is home to sev-

eral households

where a single in-

come often supports
an entire family or even
generations. Life insurance
is one of the most impor-
tant financial tools for pro-
tecting household income,
with term insurance re-
maining its simplest and
most affordable form. Yet,
despite widespread aware-
ness about its importance,
India continues to remain
significantly  under-pro-
tected. Millions of house-
holds still either do not
have adequate term cover
or postpone purchasing it
altogether.

And it is not always
about the lack of intent.
More often than not, it is a
combination of affordabili-
ty concerns, complicated
underwriting, documenta-
tion fatigue, and the per-
ception that term life insu-
rance is difficult to buy.

Technology, digital dis-
tribution, and data-led un-
derwriting are reshaping
how insurance is bought,
assessed, and priced in In-
dia. These shifts are begin-
ning to reshape the broad-
er life insurance
ecosystem, although their
impact is perhaps most vis-
ible in term insurance,
where underwriting has
the greatest influence on
pricing.

More importantly, these
innovations are helping
the industry address one of
its biggest structural chal-

ee

Insurers today
increasingly use Al-led
underwriting models
which can make
accurate predictions
about future risks based
on digital records

ty. Instead of calculating
the premium based solely
on manual evaluations and
broad risk categories, in-
surers today increasingly
use Al-led underwriting
models which can make
accurate predictions about
future risk based on the
customers’ digital medical
records, prescription his-
tory analysis, and beha-
vioural data signals.

What this means is that
instead of having a general-
ised pricing for every con-
sumer, insurance compa-
nies are now moving
towards more individual-
ised risk assessment.

India's Digital Public In-
frastructure has streng-
thened this shift. Consent-
based e-KYC, the Account
Aggregator framework and
the gradual expansion of
digital health records are
giving insurers access to
richer, verified data with
customer consent, reduc-
ing both friction and un-
derwriting uncertainty.

As a result, healthy cus-
tomers with stable finan-
cial behaviour and low-risk
lifestyle indicators can of-
ten receive faster appro-
vals and more competitive
premiums than they would
have under older underw-

resulting in meaningful im-
provement in affordability.

Historically, life insurers
often priced products con-
servatively because they

e

Technology, digital

distribution,and had limited visibility into
data-led ur}derwr 1ing individual risk profiles.
are reshaping how A lack of granular data
insurance is bought, meant that large customer
assessed, and priced pools were grouped to-
in India gether, with lower-risk in-
dividuals effectively subsi-
dising higher-risk
cases, insurers are now segments.

The glide
path for

_- your equity

allocation

THINKINVESTOR

At 45, you should have an
equity allocation of not more
than 70% in your retirement
portfolio; then on, you must
reduce your equity allocation
till you reach age 55 and
maintain it till you retire

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

Previously in this column, we
discussed asset allocation funds. One
of the main features of such funds is
the glide path. In this article, we
discuss the importance of glide path
in the professional management of
such funds.

Slide rule
Picture a slide in a play area. Next,
imagine a child climbing the steps and
reaching the top of the slide only to
gently slide down to reach the ground.
Now, think of your equity allocation.
When you start working, you
gradually increase your equity
allocation, just like the child climbing
the stairs to reach the top of the slide.
You typically reach the top of the
slide (maximum equity allocation) at
age 45. That is when you should have
an equity allocation of not more than
70% in your retirement portfolio.
From then on, you must reduce your
equity allocation (slide down) till you
reach age 55 and then maintain the
allocation till your retirement,
presumably at 60. This process of
reducing your equity allocation as you

able to issue policies in-
stantly or within hours in-
stead of weeks. Better un-
derwriting improves not
just affordability, but port-
folio quality, enabling in-
surers to grow sustainably
without compromising on
risk selection.

One of the most impor-
tant developments driving
this change has been accel-
erated underwriting. Rath-
er than requiring every
customer to undergo ex-
tensive medical testing, in-
surers now use intelligent
triaging systems to identify
low-risk applicants who
may qualify for simplified
or no-medical issuance.
This significantly reduces
friction for customers
while also lowering opera-
tional costs for insurers.

As India’s health data
ecosystem matures, inte-
roperable digital health re-
cords could further reduce
the need for repetitive
medical tests and docu-
mentation, making un-
derwriting faster while im-
proving risk assessment

quality.
With lower servicing
and acquisition  costs

caused by digital underw-
riting, pricing is becoming

Digital underwriting is
changing this equation. Al-
led risk engines today as-
sess hundreds of data
points, from medical de-
clarations and prescription
histories to occupation
profiles and financial beha-
viour, to arrive at a more
nuanced assessment of
mortality risk. This ena-
bles insurers to move away
from one-size-fits-all pric-
ing towards far sharper
risk segmentation.

The impact is already
visible. Women, for in-
stance, typically enjoy sig-
nificantly lower term insu-
rance premiums than men
because of their relatively
higher life expectancy. Im-
proved underwriting and
richer actuarial data have
enabled insurers to price
this difference more accu-
rately, with women often
paying 15-30% lower pre-
miums for similar covers.
Similarly, = non-smokers
and individuals with fa-
vourable health profiles
are increasingly benefiting
from preferential pricing
that would have been diffi-
cult under traditional un-
derwriting models.

(The writer is Chief Busi-
ness Officer, Life Insurance,

approach retirement is referred to as
the glide path. Target date funds in
the US adopted the glide path to
reduce portfolio risk for investors
approaching their retirement. Your
retirement portfolio will have a large
value as you approach retirement.
Therefore, even a 15% price decline
can be harmful for your portfolio. The
glide path is a way to reduce this risk
by cutting equity exposure and
moving the sale proceeds to bonds.

Conclusion

The NPS applies the glide path for the
auto allocation option. More recently,
SEBI has allowed asset management
companies (AMCs) to offer lifecycle
funds that also adopt a glide path.
According to the SEBI regulation,
lifecycle funds that have 15 years to
target date can have between 65 and
95% in equity. This allocation should
drop to between 50 and 65% when
the target date is between 5 and 10
years, and to 20% or less when the
target date is less than one year.

The range of glide path enables
product differentiation among AMCs.
A more aggressive fund will have
higher equity allocation, dropping
from 95% with 15 years to target date
to 65% when the target date is 5 years
away. A conservative fund may have a
lower allocation, say, 65% 15 years to
target date to 50% when the target
date is 5 years away.

(The author offers training
programmes for individuals to manage
their personal investments)

lenges, which is affordabili-  riting systems. In many better and more efficient,  Policybazaar)
. .
Bank Fixed Deposit Rates Home Loan Interest Rates
Interest Rates (%) Interest Rates (%) ] 4 Loan Amount (Rs.)
Bank Name Highest 1-year 3-year 5-year Bank Name Highest 1-year 3-year 5-year Name of Lender Upto 30 lakh ~ Above 30 lakh & Above 75 lakh
Slab Tenure Tenure Tenure Slab Tenure Tenure Tenure upto 75 lakh
(In %)
. Jammu & Kashmir Bank 7.30 6.80 6.70 6.75
Small Finance Banks OB Ban o0 e o3 o Public Sector Banks
) an 5 : 35 625
AU Small Finance Bank 740 635 740 675 . s Bk o0 650 615 eus State Bank of India 725.9.05 7.25.9.05 7.25.9.05
Equitas Small Finance Bank 800 7.0 710 7.00 arnataka ban : - : : Bonkof Barad 2000 20500 209
ESAF Small Finance Bank 775 600 600 575 Kotak Mahindra Bank 680 635 640 625 aniorEarece 1205 1205 12092
P ——— ”— E— ”~ o RBL Bank 7.20 7.00 7.20 6.70 Union Bank of India* 7.15-9.60 7.15-9.60 7.15-9.60
Shivalik Small Finance Bank 800 600 750 625 SBM Bank India 730 710 710 @ 7.00 Punjab National Bank 7.30-9.30 7.25-9.20 7.25-9.20
slice Small Finance Bank 775 625 750  7.00 South Indian Bank 680 625 620 570 Bank of India 7.10-10.00  7.10-10.00  7.10-10.25
Suryoday Small Finance Bank ~ 8.10  7.25  7.25  7.90 Vil el Eit 05 G G0 Gl Bank of Maharashtra 710990 710990  7.10-9.90
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank ~ 7.80 725 725  7.20 YES Bank 725 665 700 675 PunjabandSind Bank  7.30-1070  7.30-10.70  7.30-10.70
Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 8.10 6.00 7.50 7.00 Public Sector Banks Indian Overseas Bank 7204 7.20# 7204
Private Sector Banks Bank of Baroda 675 625 625 630 Indian Bank 7.15-955 715955  7.15-955
Axis Bank 650 625 650 650 Bank of India 685 650 670 6.00 Central Bank of India 710915 710915  7.10-9.15
Bandhan Bank 7.45 7.00 7.25 5.85 Bank of Maharashtra 6.65 6.40 5.25 5.00
City Union Bank 7.25 6.65 6.50 6.55 Canara Bank 6.60 6.25 6.25 6.25 Private Sector Banks
CSBBank 735 500 575 575 Central Bank of India 670 610 600 600 Kotak Mahindra Bank 7.60 # 7.60 # 7.60#
DBS Bank 685 630 640 625 Indian Bank 680 610 605 600 ICICI Bank 7,554 7554 7.554
Indi Bank ' . 1 Al )
DCB Bank 750 690 700 7.50 ndian Overseas Ban 660 650 610 610 Axis Bank 8001190 800-11.90  8.00-9.10
Punjab National Bank 6.60 6.25 6.30 6.35
Federal Bank 6.80 625 675 640 J HSBC Bank 7454 7454 7454
HDFC Bank 650 625 645 640 Punjab & Sind Bank 685 585 585 595
South Indian Bank 7204 7204 7204
1CICI Bank 650 625 645 650 State Bank of India 645 625 630 605 outhindian Ban
——T 13 es0 135 675 Union Bank of India 665 620 610 600 Karur Vysya Bank 850-10.65 8.50-10.65 8.50-10.65
Indusind Bank 7.00 6.75 7.00 6.65 Karnataka Bank 7.49-11.72  7.49-11.72 7.49-11.72

Loan Amount (Rs.)

Upto 30 lakh  Above 30 lakh & Above 75 lakh
upto 75 lakh

Name of Lender

(In%)

Federal Bank 8.35-10.25 7.35-10.25 7.35-9.25

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank  7.90-9.30  7.90-9.30  7.90-9.30

Bandhan Bank 8.55-13.52 8.55-13.52 8.55-13.52

RBL Bank 8.20# 8.20# 8.20#
CSB Bank 8.30# 8.30# 8.30#
HDFC Bank T75# 1.75# T75#
City Union Bank 8.25-9.50  850-10.00 8.75-10.50
Housing Finance Companies (HFCs)

LIC Housing Finance 7.15# 7154 7.15#
Bajaj Housing Finance 7254 T7.254# 7254
Tata Capital 8.00# 8.00# 8.00#
PNB Housing Finance 7.50 # 7.50# 7.50 #
GIC Housing Finance 8.20# 8.20# 8.20#
SMFG India Home Finance ~ 9.25# 9.25# 9.25#
Sammaan Capital 8.75# 8754 8.75#
Aditya Birla Capital T.75# 1754 T.75#
ICICI Home Finance 7.50# 7.50 # 7.50#
*Extra 0.05% concession to borrowers buying insurance

Rates as on July 8 ds Source:Paisat .com
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Has your

brand become
an everyday

habit?

Lost habits: Al removes the effort involved in discovering,
filtering and synthesising knowledge. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

Karan Taurani

When investors evaluate consumer businesses,
they usually focus on three variables: market size,
market share and profitability. Yet, the most
enduring competitive advantage often lies

elsewhere —

in consumer behaviour.

India’s consumption journey over the past 25
years illustrates this remarkably well.

Entertainment was once synonymous with
single-screen cinemas. Multiplexes transformed
the experience through better seating, cleaner
facilities, superior technology and a

family-friendly environment.

Consumers upgraded their expectations. Years
later, OTT platforms again rewrote viewing habits
by offering on-demand, personalised
entertainment. Cinema-going frequency may
have declined, but consumers did not return to
single-screen theatres. Each innovation
established a new behavioural baseline. India’s
pay TV subscriber base has steadily fallen down
the years, while streaming continues to gain

adoption.

Retail tells an even more compelling story.
Consumers first migrated from neighbourhood
stores to organised retail. They then embraced
e-commerce for wider assortment and doorstep
delivery. Today, quick commerce is redefining

convenience altogether.

What is fascinating is that every successive
innovation has solved a small friction but created
a disproportionately larger behavioural change.
E-commerce eliminated the need to travel. Quick
commerce is eliminating waiting itself. Saving a
shopping trip changed retail. Saving one day
transformed e-commerce. Saving 10 minutes is
now reshaping grocery consumption.

Industry estimates suggest India’s quick
commerce market could continue growing at
over 40% annually over the next few years. That
growth is not merely about faster logistics — it
also reflects a permanent change in consumer

expectations.

The next behavioural transition may already
be underway. For nearly three decades,
consumers have interacted with the Internet by
searching. Search engines trained us to type
keywords, browse links and compare websites
before arriving at an answer. Generative Al
challenges that behaviour altogether.

Instead of searching, consumers increasingly
ask. Instead of spending time finding and
organising information, they expect information
to find them. Al removes the effort involved in
discovering, filtering and synthesising
knowledge. If that behavioural shift continues,
the economics of digital advertising, customer
acquisition, search and brand discovery could be
fundamentally rewritten over the next decade.

India’s next decade of consumption will,
therefore, be defined not solely by rising incomes
or favourable demographics but also the
businesses that become embedded in everyday
routines. Is your brand becoming an everyday

habit?

(Karan Taurani is EVP, Elara Capital)

‘Vizhinjam is no rival to Cochin Port’

Cochin Port Authority, together with DP World, is preparing an expansion plan to make the International Container Transshipment Terminal at

Vallarpadam future-ready by deepening the channel draft and augmenting terminal infrastructure to tap growing opportunities in container traffic

NEWS ANALYSIS

V. Sajeev Kumar

ochin Port Authori-
C ty (CoPA) is unfazed

by the rapid rise of
Vizhinjam Port as a trans-
shipment hub and is in-
stead focusing on expand-
ing the International
Container Transshipment
Terminal (ICTT) at Vallar-
padam to strengthen its
position as a gateway
terminal.

M. Angamuthu, Chair-
person-in-charge of CoPA,
said the port, together with
DP World, is preparing an
expansion plan to make
the ICTT future-ready by
deepening the channel
draft and augmenting ter-
minal infrastructure to tap
the growing opportunities
in container traffic, partic-
ularly transshipment.

“The expansion plans
are aimed at transforming
ICTT into a vibrant gate-
way terminal and trans-
shipment hub,” he said in
an interaction.

Mr. Angamuthu said he
does not see Vizhinjam as a
direct competitor to Co-
chin at present, noting that
the two ports serve diffe-
rent markets.

“Vizhinjam is primarily
a transshipment terminal,
whereas Cochin is essen-
tially a gateway terminal,
although it also handles a
significant volume of trans-
shipment cargo. ICTT has a
much larger demand po-
tential as it serves central
Kerala, including Kochi,
which has major commer-
cial and industrial

Space crunch: Draft limitations remain a major challenge for ICTT in attracting larger container vessels
as shipping lines increasingly deploy bigger ships to achieve economies of scale. THULASI KAKKAT

centres,” he said.

However, he acknow-
ledged that draft limita-
tions remain a major chal-
lenge for ICTT in attracting
larger container vessels as
shipping lines increasingly
deploy bigger ships to
achieve economies of
scale. While Vizhinjam has
an 18-m draft, ICTT has
14.5 m. The terminal would
need a draft of around 16 m
to efficiently handle the
next generation of contain-
er ships.

The Cochin Port Author-
ity and DP World have
jointly proposed to deepen
the draft to 16 m as part of
the terminal’s expansion
programme.

Mr. Angamuthu high-
lighted Kochi’s strategic ad-
vantages, including its
proximity to major inter-
national shipping routes
and strong road, rail and
inland waterway connec-
tivity, which offer signifi-

o

ICTT has a much larger
demand potential as it
serves central Kerala,
including Kochi, which
has major commerecial
and industrial centres

M. ANGAMUTHU,
Chairperson-in-charge of CoPA

cant scope for developing
integrated port-based in-
dustrial zones, logistics
parks, and warehousing
and value-added distribu-
tion facilities.

The advantages position
Cochin Port as both a ma-
jor container gateway and
a transshipment hub while
complementing the rapid
growth of India’s maritime
sector, he said.

On the flip side, the li-
mited industrialisation in
the hinterland poses a ma-
jor challenge for the port

due to the restricted
growth in cargo.

The rising operational
cost, especially the high
annual maintenance
dredging cost, is another
factor eroding the compet-
itiveness of the port.

The proximity of the
Southern Naval Command
imposes restrictions on
crane heights and certain
waterfront developments.
Legacy labour issues, high-
er manpower costs and
productivity constraints
are some of the other fac-
tors affecting the service
quality and overall com-
petitiveness of the port.

Mr. Angamuthu said Co-
chin Port has the task of
maintaining the channel,
so the high annual dredg-
ing cost is a severe drain on
its resources. The channel
is extensively used by the
Indian Navy, Coast Guard
and Cochin Shipyard with-
out any cost sharing.

The port has raised the
issue with the government,
he said. To help rationalise
the cost, Cochin Port un-
dertakes need-based
dredging as the profile of
the ships calling in at the
port varies significantly in
terms of draft.

Rail links

Asked about the idling rail-
way line to ICTT, he replied
that Container Corpora-
tion of India (CONCOR)
had launched a rail service
between Coimbatore and
ICTT in 2016 but halted it
after about 10 months due
to viability issues. The rail
service could not compete
effectively with road tran-
sport on the short 190 km
stretch between Coimba-
tore and Kochi.

The GST rollout in July
2017, the consequent shut-
down of interstate check
posts, and significant im-
provements in road con-
nectivity between Cochin
and Coimbatore (NH-544)
also favoured road service.
Today, the rail service bet-
ween Coimbatore and
ICTT can be revitalised on-
ly through significant cost
reduction.

DP World is exploring
the idea of establishing a
rail service between Ben-
galuru and ICTT. The near-
ly 500 km distance augurs
well for rail service vis-a-vis
a road link, subject to de-
mand potential.

He said the Kerala go-
vernment’s proposed Mis-
sion Samudra is in sync
with the port’s develop-
ment objectives, as defined
by the Centre’s Sagarmala
Programme, especially in

terms of multimodal infras-
tructure connectivity, port-
led industrialisation, green
shipping and shipbuilding,
and blue economy and tou-
rism.

The Cochin-Vizhinjam
cluster has the potential to
become a dual-hub model
for South India, reducing
dependency on foreign
transshipment ports and
offering more options to
global shipping lines, he
pointed out.

He acknowledged that a
few small shipping services
that had earlier connected
ICTT with the non-major
ports of Kollam, Beypore
and Azhikkal between 2014
and 2019 were irregular
and were soon disconti-
nued due to lack of
viability.

The redevelopment of
Willingdon Island, he said,
hinges on capitalising Ko-
chi’s growing potential in
heritage and cultural tou-
rism, cruise tourism, lei-
sure and coastal tourism,
and medical and wellness
tourism.

Berth upgradation

The port plans to upgrade
the Q7 berth into a dry car-
go terminal, especially
steel. In addition, the Q6
berth and the boat train
pier will remain fully me-
chanised cement terminals
apart from handling other
dry cargo.

The port sees a major
growth opportunity in han-
dling petroleum, oil, and
lubricants (POL) cargo,
containers and monetisa-
tion of land.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Indian aircraft repalr ecosystem needs an overhaul

Saravanan Rajarajan

India is one of the fastest-
growing aviation markets
in the world and the num-
bers tell a story of extraor-
dinary scale. Indian car-
riers have collectively
placed orders for over
1,500 new commercial air-
craft. The carriers generat-
ed over 800 commercial
engine shop visits in 2024.

That number will ap-
proach 2,000 by 2030 as
the narrow-body fleet po-
wered by LEAP (leading
edge aviation propulsion)
and GTF (geared turbofan)
engines matures into its
first heavy maintenance
cycles, and could reach
4,000 annually by 2040 as
the full order book enters
service, according to Avia-
tion Week’s AWIN MRO
Forecast.

Today, nearly 100% of
that work and revenue

flows overseas. Indian en-
gines travel abroad for
overhauls. But the gap is
not simply about engine
shops. It is about the entire
repair ecosystem behind
each shop. In the world’s
most mature MRO (mainte-
nance, repair and opera-
tions) ecosystems, 80% or
more of engine component
repairs, including in air-
foils, combustor liners,
fuel nozzles and non-des-
tructive testing (NDT) are
resolved locally. In India,
that figure is close to zero.

Every specialised repair
that cannot be done dom-
estically entails transit
time, logistics cost, and fo-
reign exchange outflow,
even when the engine itself
is being processed in an In-
dian shop.

Cluster approach
India needs an integrated
industrial cluster anchored

India needs an integrated
industrial cluster anchored by
engine MRO joint ventures.

by engine MRO joint ven-
tures as concentration
creates compound value.
When an engine shop, a
blade coating facility, an
NDT lab, a precision ma-
chining shop, and an MRO
training school occupy the
same industrial zone, the
effect is multiplicative,
with faster turnaround,
lower logistics cost, shared
utilities and infrastructure,

and a deep talent pool.

The cluster strategy re-
quires a deliberate se-
quencing of investment:
first anchor the zone with
an engine shop partnered
with an original equipment
manufacturer (OEM), then
use the anchor to widen
the web of OEM-licensed
joint ventures, each target-
ing a specific layer of the
component repair chain.

Skill set

Workforce constraint is a
factor that no amount of
capital can bypass. An en-
gine overhaul shop runs on
certified technicians with
specific type of ratings,
which are OEM-approved
and built over years of su-
pervised practice. India
needs these at scale,
through  OEM-operated
training schools, OEM-
MRO partnerships with lo-
cal polytechnics offering fi-

nal immersion at engine
shops, and reskilling engi-
neers from adjacent indus-
tries like defence and auto-
motive. The talent pipeline
is also the retention pipe-
line: an engineer trained,
type-rated, employed, and
competitively paid within
India is far less likely to
emigrate.

Indian MRO facilities
face duplicated approval
costs and are structurally
limited in their ability to
service foreign-registered
and leased aircraft. India’s
lessor landscape adds a
further challenge, as near-
ly 80% of India’s civil fleet
is on sale-and-leaseback.

Flight path

A bilateral agreement with
the European Union Avia-
tion Safety Agency is the
logical and next step that
would open India’s MRO
facilities to the global

maintenance market, not
just the domestic one.

India’s booming avia-
tion market is generating
more engine repair work
than it can handle today
and demand is increasing.

The fleet scale is here
and growing faster than
any comparable market,
the engineering talent base
is deep, and the policy di-
rection is positive.

French multinational
aerospace corporation Sa-
fran’s LEAP facility, an-
chored alongside co-locat-
ed training, is the catalyst.
Every OEM conversation
and policy decision that
follows should answer one
question: Does it keep 80%
of engine repair value on
Indian soil?

(The writer is the Global
Head of Presales and Solu-
tion Consulting - Aviation,
Aerospace and Defence at
Ramco Systems)

The lion and the login screen - from campaigns

Shubho Sengupta

This year’s Cannes Lions
handed its Film Grand Prix
to an advertisement for An-
thropic’s Claude, an Al as-
sistant whose promise is
that it won’t show you ads.
There was something iron-
ic there. One of advertis-
ing’s biggest prizes went to
a commercial celebrating
the banning of advertising.

That paradox defines
the moment marketing
finds itself in.

Every June, Cannes be-
comes advertising’s global
town square. Agencies,
brands, creators and plat-
forms descend on the
French Riviera to celebrate
creative excellence. Yet,
walk along the Cannes
palm-lined boulevard, the
grand Palais des Festivals
multipurpose venue for
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the Cannes ad awards, and
another story emerges.

Meta, Amazon, You-
Tube, Spotify and Reddit
dominate the beaches,
conversations and busi-
ness meetings. While in-
side the Palais the biggest
prizes still largely celebrate
campaigns.

Neither is  wrong.
They’re simply measuring
different things.

Creativity within

For decades, marketing’s
primary output was com-
munication: a television
commercial, a print cam-
paign, a radio spot or an
outdoor idea. Today, crea-
tivity increasingly lives in-
side products, interfaces
and systems. A recommen-
dation engine, an artificial
intelligence (Al) assistant, a
frictionless checkout or a

brilliantly designed loyalty
programme can create
more lasting value than
even the most memorable
30-second film.

Now wait. That doesn’t
make advertising less im-
portant. Good advertising
is a critical part of market-
ing. You need to enter the
customer’s mind and stay
there. That’s the reason
Coca-Cola or Haldiram
keep winning. But adver-
tising is no longer the only
place where creativity gen-

erates competitive
advantage.
I just saw an Ogilvy film

on the World Cup that cele-
brates fans who “lost their
voices” cheering for their
teams — totally brilliant
and involving, and no UI/
UX can top that. But then
no TV ad can top the Ama-
zon user experience — and

Mixed bag: Awards celebrate traditional communication, while the
beaches celebrate platforms and technology, at Cannes. AP

that’s where it’s at now.
This difference also ex-
plains why Cannes — the
place — sometimes feels
split in two. The awards ce-
lebrate traditional commu-
nication. The beaches cele-
brate platforms,
technology. If the Palais is

still the Durga Puja, the
beaches increasingly re-
sembles the streets with
golgappa and chaat sellers,
shoot-the-balloon stalls,
and nervous couples out
on first dates.

Size matters

Large holding companies
like WPP, IPG and Havas
continue to dominate the
medal tables. That isn’t ne-
cessarily bias. Big net-
works, big brands can af-
ford higher entry fees,
dedicated awards teams
and multiple submissions
across categories. The
Olympics isn’t unfair be-
cause large countries win
more medals — scale mat-
ters. Cannes is no different.

(On a side note, India’s
relatively lean perfor-
mance this year deserves
similar ~ understanding.
Fewer entries, tighter bud-
gets, more selective partici-
pation, changing jury pre-
ferences and stricter
evidence  requirements
probably all played a role.)

Yet the boundaries are
blurring. As my young
marketing friend Shubhan-

gi says, increasingly the
most creative marketing
isn’t just a campaign peo-
ple watch — it’s also a pro-
duct people use. The in-
dustry’s own evolution has
started  acknowledging
this. The Creative Brand
Lion, for example, recog-
nises organisations that
build enduring creative
capability rather than pro-
ducing a single standout
campaign.

Twin lens

Maybe that’s where the
conversation should move
— not from “old advertis-
ing” versus “new technolo-
gy”, but from campaigns to
capabilities. Creative excel-
lence today probably
needs two lenses. One

asks: Did we tell a remarka-
ble story? The other asks:
Did we build something

to capabilities

that changed the business?
The strongest organisa-
tions increasingly do both.
Blinkit’s yellow delivery
maps, playful notifications
and 10-minute promise are
now as recognisable as any
television campaign. Zo-
mato remains one of In-
dia’s best advertisers, but
its creativity extends well
beyond campaigns.
Cannes remains one of the
world’s most influential
creative institutions. But as
marketing expands into
products, Al and customer
experience, no single fes-
tival can be the sole arbiter
of creative success. The
lion still matters but it may
have to learn to share the
stage with the login screen.
(Shubho Sengupta writes
on marketing, technology
and culture from an inter-
generational perspective)
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Nine-year-old girl among five killed

BANGKOK

Detained leader Suu Kyi will be

in Israeli fire and air strikes in Gaza

looked after, Myanmar tells ASEAN

SEOUL

South Korea asks North Korea for

BEIJING

Chinese geologists question safety

help in finding missing Navy man

of Brahmaputra dam near India

REUTERS

Israeli attacks killed at least five people in the Gaza Strip on Sunday,
including a nine-year-old girl, Palestinian health officials said.
Medics said Israeli gunfire aimed at a tent encampment in Al-Bureij
refugee camp killed the youngster. An air strike at a metal factory in
Sabra neighbourhood killed four people, witnesses said. REUTERS

AFP

The Southeast Asian bloc ASEAN was told on Sunday by Myanmar
that detained former leader Aung San Suu Kyi was in good health
and would be looked after, ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar
Maria Theresa Lazaro said. Ms. Suu Kyi, 81, has been detained since
her elected government was ousted in a 2021 military coup. REUTERS

A

South Korea’s Unification Ministry has sought North Korea’s help to
find a Navy seaman who went missing on Sunday near the two
countries’ border on the east coast, it said. The request was sent via
a text message to reporters as there is no active communication line
with the North, according to the Ministry. REUTERS

A

GETTY IMAGES

A study by Chinese geologists has found that an active fault line
under the world’s largest hydropower project on the Brahmaputra
River in Tibet could affect its structural stability. Scientists said the
Paizhen Fault is located in the reservoir area of the Yarlung Tsangpo
station. The project is close to the border in Arunachal Pradesh. pTi

EU and 14 countries rea

1rm

ruling on South China Sea

Associated Press
MANILA

The United States, the Un-
ited Kingdom and a dozen
other Western and Asian
countries reasserted on
Sunday that China’s expan-
sive claims in the South
China Sea are illegal based
on a 2016 arbitration
ruling.

A joint statement issued
by the 14 nations said they
rejected “destabilising” ac-
tions in the disputed wa-
ters that threaten regional
stability. The 27-nation Eu-
ropean Union released a
separate statement, reaf-
firming the ruling as a
“landmark decision in the
peaceful settlement of
disputes.”

The other countries list-
ed in Sunday’s statement
include Japan, Australia,
New Zealand and Canada.

The 2016 ruling
invalidates China’s
claim in the region;
verdict is null and
void, says Beijing

The statements com-
memorated a July 12, 2016,
arbitration ruling by a tri-
bunal established in The
Hague under the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, saying the
landmark decision is “final
and legally binding.”

China reiterated on Sun-
day that the ruling was
“null and void and has no
binding force” and Beijing
“neither accepts nor recog-
nises it”.

China refused to join the
arbitration initiated by the
Philippines in 2013 after a
tense stand-off in the con-
tested waters a year earlier

that ended with Beijing ef-
fectively seizing a disputed
shoal.

The tribunal largely de-
cided in favour of the
Philippines

Beijing rejected the 2016
ruling and continues to de-
fend its claims to virtually
the entire sea passage, a
key global trade route.

“We reiterate our strong
opposition to any destabi-
lising or unilateral actions
including by force or coer-
cion that threaten peace
and stability in the region,”
they said.

“China opposes and will
never accept any claim or
action based on those
awards,” the Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry said, adding
that Beijing “does not ac-
cept any means of third-
party dispute settlement
or any solution imposed
on China.”

Nine people killed as Russia, Ukraine
intensify attacks against each other

Moscow’s overnight barrage of drone and missile attacks killed four people across Ukraine; Kyiv carried out air strikes on

Russia and Russian-occupied territories killing five people; strikes come a day before Ukraine’s allies meet in Paris for talks

Agence France-Presse
KYIV

ussia fired a wave
of drones and mis-
siles at Ukraine

overnight, killing four peo-
ple, while Ukrainian
strikes on Russia and Rus-
sian-occupied areas of Uk-
raine killed five, officials

said on Sunday.
The strikes came a day
before Ukraine’s allies

were set to meet in Paris
for talks on pressuring Rus-
sia to end its more than
four-year war.

U.S.-led efforts to end
the fighting have stalled in
recent months, as Wash-
ington has shifted focus to
its war with Iran.

il 'l"! -

A person looks out from a damaged building, as flames and smoke

rise, after a Russian airstrike, in Sumy, Ukraine on Saturday. REUTERS

Moscow has meanwhile
escalated its campaign of
ballistic missile strikes on
Ukraine, killing dozens of
people including in the
capital Kyiv since July.

Three people were
killed in Russian attacks on
Ukraine’s central Dnipro-
petrovsk region overnight,
including two in a strike on
an “industrial enterprise”

in the city of Kryvyi Rig, re-
gional officials said.

A separate drone attack
on the southern city of
Kherson killed a 48-year-
old, Mayor Yaroslav Shan-
ko said.

Ukrainian strikes on the
Russian-occupied part of
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia re-
gion meanwhile left four
dead, while a long-range
Ukrainian drone strike
killed a man in Russia’s
Samara region, officials
said.

Ukraine’s air defences
have come under strain
from repeated Russian bal-
listic missile strikes in re-
cent weeks.

The United States this
week gave Ukraine permis-

sion to build U.S.-designed
Patriot air defence systems
capable of downing Rus-
sian ballistic missiles, but it
may be months before they
enter production.

Government reshuffle
Meanwhile, Ukrainian
Prime Minister Yulia Svyry-
denko stepped down on
Sunday as President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy an-
nounced fresh changes to
Ukraine’s government.

Mr. Zelenskyy said the
major reshuffle will in-
clude changes to heads of
law enforcement agencies.
He also said he planned to
assign different people to
manage different areas of
foreign policy.

Record 128
migrants
reach England
in single boat

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

A boat carrying 128 people
arrived on Friday on the
coast of England, a record
for a single crossing of the
Channel, British media re-
ported on Sunday.

Along with two other
boats, a total of 225 mi-
grants reached England on
Friday, according to the
Home Office. The PA news
agency and the BBC said
the 128 arriving on a single
boat beat the previous re-
cord of 125 people set in
September 2025.

Without confirming the
figure, a Home Office spo-
kesperson said on Sunday
that “smuggling networks
are taking greater risks
than ever, with the number
of people they cram into
unseaworthy boats in-
creasing year on year”.

Wading through

Vehicles move through a flooded street after torrential rain in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Sunday. Flash floods and landslides due to monsoon
rain have killed at least 50 people, officials said on Sunday, with tens of thousands displaced from their homes. REUTERS

Syria’s new Parliament holds
first post-Assad era session

Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

Syria’s transitional Parlia-
ment began its first session
on Sunday, state television
reported, tasked with
drafting the country’s new
constitution and laying the
groundwork for democra-
cy after decades of author-
itarian rule.

Syria’s new authorities
dissolved the country’s
rubber-stamp legislature
after toppling long-time
ruler Bashar al-Assad in
December 2024, and
adopted a temporary con-
stitutional declaration to
cover a five-year transition
period.

In October last year, in a
process criticised as unde-
mocratic, local committees
appointed by the electoral
commission — which in
turn was appointed by Pre-
sident Ahmed al-Sharaa —
began selecting two-thirds

New chapter: Syria’s President Ahmed al-Sharaa speaking during
the first meeting of Syria’s transitional Parliament in Damascus. AFp

of the 210 members of the

new Parliament.

The session began on
Sunday with 206
members.

In his opening remarks,
Mr. al-Sharaa called on law-
makers to be “models of
responsibility and compe-
tence, and to contribute to
establishing a culture of
dialogue and respect for
institutions”, adding that
the country was writing “a

new chapter in its history”.

During its renewable
30-month mandate, the
Parliament is expected to
undertake several tasks.
But major challenges relat-
ed to the legislature’s inde-
pendence and the separa-
tion of powers remain,
according to analysts.

The underrepresenta-
tion of Syria’s various reli-
gious and ethnic groups
has also been criticised.

Hamad bin Khalifa, former leader and key
architect of modern Qatar, dies aged 74

Agence France-Presse
DOHA

Qatar’s government on
Sunday announced the
death of former leader
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, who led the
country from 1995 to 2013.
He was 74, according to a
government website.

“With hearts steadfast
in faith in God’s decree and
destiny, the Bureau of the
Emir mourns the great loss
to the nation of the late His
Highness the Father Amir
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani,” read a statement
published by the Emir’s of-
fice on social media.

The former leader was
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=
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani

seen as one of the key ar-
chitects of modern Qatar
and led the country during
a period of rapid economic
growth.

Sheikh Hamad took
power in 1995, overthrow-
ing his father in a bloodless

coup while the latter was
abroad. He inherited a
small, largely marginal
emirate with nearly empty
coffers and transformed it
into a major player on the
international stage.

The emirate became a
leading producer and ex-
porter of liquefied natural
gas. It also rose to become
one of the wealthiest coun-
tries on the planet in terms
of GDP per capita.

During his time in office,
Al Jazeera was launched in
1996. Also under his reign,
Qatar began paying hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
to the Gaza Strip.

In 2013, Sheikh Hamad
surprised many by volun-

tarily abdicating in favour
of his son, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani.

Modi pays condolences
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over
the passing away of the
former Emir, and de-
scribed him as a visionary
leader. India has declared
a one-day national mourn-
ing as a mark of respect.

“We deeply mourn the
passing of HH Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa Al Thani. A
visionary leader who led
Qatar to great levels of de-
velopment and prosperi-
ty,” Mr. Modi said in a post
on X.

(With inputs from PTI)

Lindsey Graham, pivotal U.S. Republican
Senator and a close Trump ally, dies at 71

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham, an influential ally of
President Donald Trump
and advocate of hawkish
U.S. foreign policy, has
died unexpectedly aged 71,
his office said on Sunday.
Graham was a staunch
supporter of the Iran war,
and urged both Mr. Trump
and the [Joe] Biden admi-
nistrations to back Kyiv’s

fight against Russia’s
invasion.
He bitterly opposed Mr.

Trump a decade ago, but
came around to support
him.

The office of the Repu-

Lindsey Graham

blican Senator from South
Carolina said in a state-
ment on his X account that
he “passed away from a
brief and sudden illness”
on Saturday evening.

Mr. Trump paid tribute
to the late Senator, calling

him “one of the greatest
people” in a post on his
Truth Social site. “He was
always working, and was a
true American Patriot,” the
President said.

Graham made a failed
bid for the presidency in
2016, warning at the time
that Republicans should
not back Mr. Trump be-
cause he was a “race-bait-
ing, xenophobic, religious
bigot.”

Their relationship was
again strained by the Janu-
ary 6, 2021, Capitol insur-
rection, with Graham say-
ing his Republican

colleagues should “count
me out, enough is enough”
— although he later voted

against convicting Mr.
Trump in his impeach-
ment trial.

Graham was also a
strong supporter of Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said:
“Lindsey is a great friend of
Israel and a cherished
friend of mine.”

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said he
was deeply saddened by
the death of Graham,
whom he met in Kyiv on
Friday. “He visited Ukraine
ten times during the years
of Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion and was here with our
people when it was most
needed,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said in a Facebook post.
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Palestinian handlers with competing Arabian horses at a
beauty pageant in Rawabi. AFp

Against all odds,
Palestinians keep
horse culture alive

Agence France Presse
RAWABI

As Arabic rap thundered from loudspeakers and
hundreds of spectators packed the stands in the
occupied West Bank city of Rawabi, handlers put
the finishing touches on gleaming Arabian stal-
lions before leading them into the show ring.

“Palestinians have a huge passion for Arabian
horses,” said Abdelnasser Musleh, a 30-year-old
breeder at the horse beauty pageant.

Even as open land becomes increasingly scarce
and contested amid expanding Israeli settlement
construction in the West Bank, horse culture has
emerged in unlikely nooks as a rare form of re-
creation that still draws Palestinians together,
from urban neighbourhoods to rural villages.

Mr. Musleh himself has built something few
would expect: an Arabian horse farm in the
crowded Palestinian town of Kufr Agab, north of
Jerusalem on the West Bank side of the barrier

built by Israel.

In a striking surge, there are now about 25,000
purebreds registered across Israel and the Palesti-
nian territories through the Israel Arab Horse So-
ciety, compared to around 20 in the 1970s, ac-
cording to Ashraf Rabee, a breeder who oversees
registrations in the West Bank.

Despite living in densely populated areas, Pal-
estinian breeders continue to raise horses in re-

markably urban settings.

For many Palestinians, horse breeding is more
than a hobby. It is entwined with identity, heritage
and a sense of belonging to the land. Poems, songs
and graffiti celebrate horses and horsemen alike.

“The horse is a huge part of our Arab culture,”
breeder Rashad al-Sah, from Arraba, told AFP.

China’s new ethnic unity law deepens
push for Mandarin, ‘Sinicised’ religion

Even as the Chinese government says the law aims to create a ‘shared’ national identity among the country’s ethnic groups, rights groups, including

the UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, express concerns that it could threaten minority freedoms and lead to forced assimilation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENNAI

new ethnic unity
Alaw, the Law on
Promoting Ethnic

Unity and Progress, came
into effect in China on July
1. The Chinese government
said the law aims to create
a “shared” national identi-
ty among China’s ethnic
groups by strengthening
what is called the “com-
munity of the Chinese na-
tion”. The law also gives le-
gal backing to policies
promoting Mandarin, ide-
ological education and the
‘Sinicisation’ of religion, or
aligning religious practices
to Chinese laws.

The UN Human Rights
Office of the High Commis-
sioner (OHCHR) expressed
concerns that the law
could threaten freedoms,
especially for minorities

and lead to forced
assimilation.
‘Shared’ identity

China passed the Law on
Promoting Ethnic Unity
and Progress on March 12
to create a “shared” na-
tional identity among eth-
nic groups.

The country officially re-
cognises 56 ethnic groups.
The majority Han Chinese
make up more than 90% of
the population. According
to the 2020 census, the
ethnic minority popula-

tion crossed 125 million, or
8.89% of the national total.
This includes around 11
million Uyghurs and 7 mil-
lion Tibetans.

The legislation is the cul-
mination of a policy trajec-
tory that has been building
for over a decade, begin-
ning with the 2014 Central
Ethnic Work Conference
under President Xi Jinping.
Since then, provinces and
municipalities, including
Xinjiang (2015) and Inner
Mongolia (2021), have
enacted local “ethnic unity
and progress” regulations.

The new law elevates
that approach into a na-
tionwide legal framework.
According to Article 1, the
law was enacted to “pro-
mote national unity and
progress”, strengthen “the
sense of community of the
Chinese nation”, and ad-
vance the “great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation.”
The law, approved by the
National People’s Con-
gress, the country’s cere-
monial legislature, is de-
signed to foster “a stronger
sense of community
among all ethnic groups in
the Chinese nation,” said
Lou Qinjian, a delegate to
the NPC who introduced
the proposal.

Several provisions have
drawn particular attention.
According to Article 15 in
the new law, Mandarin Chi-
nese is mandated to be
taught to all children be-
fore kindergarten and
throughout the rest of

A big chunk: According to the 2020 census, population of ethnic minorities in China crossed 125 million,
or 8.89% of the national total. REUTERS

compulsory education up
to the end of high school.
Article 46 requires reli-
gious organisations,
schools and places of wor-
ship to promote the “Sini-
cisation” of religion and
strengthen the sense of a
shared Chinese national
identity.

“Sinicisation” of religion
refers to aligning all reli-
gious practices within Chi-
na to local laws and regula-
tions. The law’s ambit even
extends beyond China’s or-
ders. Article 63 states that
any organisation or indivi-
dual outside the territory
of China that engages in

acts that undermine na-
tional unity or create na-
tional division shall be held
legally responsible, leading
critics of the law to see it as

enabling  “transnational
repression”.
Impact on religion

Human rights groups have
expressed concerns about
the law’s impact on reli-
gious freedoms. According
to the law, it is formulated
in accordance with China’s
Constitution in order to
promote national unity
and progress.

However, the Chinese
Constitution states that

“each ethnicity has the
right to use and develop
their own language” and
“the right to self-rule”,
while the Law on Regional
Ethnic Autonomy promis-
es limited autonomy to
those groups, including al-
lowing them to create flexi-
ble measures to develop
their economies.

Rights groups have
pointed to provisions pro-
hibiting acts that “under-
mine national unity” or
“create national division”,
warning that because these
terms are broad and unde-
fined, the law could be
used to suppress peaceful

expression, activism or
cultural practices.

Sarah Brooks, Amnesty
International’s Deputy Re-
gional Director, said the
law “does the opposite” of
protecting minority com-
munities. “Rather than ce-
lebrating difference, it is
about pushing ethnic
groups such as Uyghurs,
Tibetans and Mongolians
to adopt a single, state-de-
fined national identity
dominated by Han Chinese
culture,” she said.

““Unity’ in this context
is not harmony between
different communities — it
is political and ideological
alignment with the Chi-
nese Communist Party.”

Critics see the law as a fi-
nal step in a years-long
evolution of Chinese policy
to emphasise national
identity over ethnic auto-
nomy.

They have viewed that
policy shift as being aimed
at assimilation.

That shift has accelerat-
ed over the past decade
under President Xi Jinping.

Authorities have ex-
panded Mandarin-medium
education, increased over-
sight of religious institu-
tions and promoted the
“Sinicisation” of religion.

Rights groups have also
cited widespread arbitrary
detention and restrictions
on religious and cultural
practices in the Muslim-
majority Xinjiang, allega-
tions that the Chinese
authorities have denied.

Bhutan fights ‘existential’ population
crisis with cash incentives for births

Agence France Presse
THIMPHU

Bhutan is offering families
cash incentives to have
more children as the tiny
Himalayan kingdom grap-
ples with a nosediving bir-
thrate and a growing exo-

dus of young people
seeking opportunities
abroad.

Annual births have

dropped by more than a
quarter over the past de-
cade, compounding the
country’s loss of young-
sters to migration.

Prime Minister Tshering
Tobgay has repeatedly
rung the alarm over the
population slump, calling
it an “existential” crisis, ac-
cording to the state’s Bhu-
tan Broadcasting Service.

“The evidence is unam-

Annual births have dropped by more than a quarter over the past
decade, compounding Bhutan’s loss of youngsters to migration. AFP

biguous — Bhutan’s fertility
has declined to near or be-
low replacement level,”
Mr. Tobgay wrote in the in-
troduction to the govern-
ment’s ‘Third Child Plus’
programme, launched in
June.

The scheme provides
monthly payments of $105
for each third or subse-

quent child until they turn
three.

Khandu Wangmo, a 35-
year-old civil servant, wel-
comed the incentive but
questioned whether cash
payments alone would per-
suade families to have
more children.

“It is a good initiative be-
cause it encourages fami-

lies to have three or more
children,” she said. “Ho-
wever, its impact may be li-
mited if the cost of raising
children, housing, and
childcare remains high.”

For the landlocked king-
dom of fewer than
8,00,000 people, wedged
between India and China,
the issue carries particular
weight.

Births of third or more
children, the focus of the
new scheme, have fallen
27% since 2020, according
to the report.

Bhutan’s fertility rate
has fallen to about 1.8 chil-
dren per woman, below
the replacement level,
while the share of people
aged 65 and over is project-
ed to rise from around six
percent to 17% by 2050, ac-
cording to UN estimates.

Fires of memory

victory over Catholic King James at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. AP
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A bonfire burns on Roden Street in Belfast on Sunday as part of Twelfth of July celebrations commemorating Protestant King William’s
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Trump suggests standing order to attack Iran if it ‘actually’ assassinates him

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump is
suggesting he has left
standing orders for the U.S.
military to destroy Iran “at
levels they’ve never seen
before” if Tehran follows
through on its long-stand-
ing threats to kill him.

But the U.S. government
has no way to create an au-
tomatic, pre-authorised
“dead man’s switch” that
would prompt immediate
retaliation.

Instead, if Mr. Trump
were killed, the transfer of
power to his successor is
governed by the 25th
Amendment and the Presi-
dential Succession Act of
1947. Vice President J.D.
Vance  instantaneously
would become comman-
der in chief and have auth-
ority for any retaliation.

Under such a scenario,
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Mr. Vance could do exactly
what Mr. Trump called for,
though there also is a
chance he could decide
not to follow his predeces-
sor’s orders — or offer a di-
rect response in a different
way.

“The U.S. has, for a
whole variety of reasons,
never utilised a technical
‘dead man’s switch,” said
Garrett M. Graff, author of
“Raven Rock: The Story of
the U.S. Government’s Se-
cret Plan to Save Itself —
While the Rest of Us Die.”

Attacks and revenge

The United States does
have extensive contingen-
cy plans for continuity of
government in the event of
a nuclear attack or other
major catastrophe that
wipes out most or all of
Washington. But those

plans also do not allow for
immediately launching re-

taliatory strikes upon the
death of a President, even
if that President had de-
manded that the military
be ready to do so.

Mr. Trump nonetheless
posted on his social media
website Saturday that Iran
had made threats “to assas-
sinate, or attempt to assas-
sinate” him and he said
1,000 “missiles are Locked
and Loaded and aimed at
the Islamic Republic of
Iran, with thousands more
to immediately follow,
should the Iranian Govern-
ment act on its threat.”

Iran’s Supreme Leader,
Mojtaba Khamenei, said
hours later that Iranians
would continue to avenge
the killing of his father,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
The elder Khamenei died
in the initial U.S. and Israeli
strikes that started the war
in late February, and he
was mourned in funeral

j\n P
A,

KILL TRUMP

s

An anti-Trump placard during a gathering commemorating the late
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran. Ap

events throughout Iran this
week. His son said retalia-
tion “is the will of our na-
tion and must certainly be
carried out.”

“We pledge to take re-
venge for the pure blood of
you and all the martyrs of
these two wars from the
criminal and disgraceful
killers,” he said on remarks
aired on state television.
“This revenge is the will of

our nation and must cer-
tainly be carried out.”

The White House on Sa-
turday did not immediate-
ly answer questions about
what would become of Mr.
Trump’s military orders
should he be killed.

During those recent fun-
eral events, mourners re-
peatedly held posters or
banners calling for Mr.
Trump to be killed along

with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The Wall Street Journal
reported this week that Is-
rael alerted U.S. officials to
fresh Iranian plots to kill
Mr. Trump. The White
House has refused to com-
ment, but Mr. Trump ap-
peared to reference to such
threats in comments dur-
ing this week’s NATO sum-
mit in Turkey, saying,
“They want to take out the
U.S. leader — me.”

Sabrina Singh, former
Biden administration de-
puty Pentagon press secre-
tary, said “Iran wanting to
target senior American
leaders is something that
we know is happening.”
“You have to take these as
credible threats,” she said.

Mr. Trump was targeted
in two domestic assassina-
tion attempts during the
2024 presidential cam-
paign and saw a gunman

storm the White House
Correspondents’ Associa-
tion dinner he was attend-
ing in April.

The President flew part
of the way back to Wash-
ington from Turkey this
week aboard an older Air
Force One jet rather a new
Qatari-gifted aircraft, rais-
ing fresh security ques-
tions about the newer
plane. Images of the jet,
which was retrofitted at an
estimated cost of $400 mil-
lion, show it is not
equipped with some of the
same missile detection and
countermeasure systems
as earlier versions.

Nuclear plans

The swap occurred as the
U.S. and Iran once again
began trading strikes, jeo-
pardising last month’s in-
itial deal to end the war.
Asked about Iranian

threats, Mr. Trump told re-

porters aboard Air Force
One, “I'm No. 1 on their
list.” Mr. Graff said the U.S.
prepared years of plans for
how nuclear launch auth-
ority would devolve in the
event of a surprise attack.

That included, during
30 years of the Cold War,
the country keeping fleets
of airborne command
posts flying 24 hours a day
with a general aboard one
of them who could take ov-
er nuclear launch orders in
the event Washington was
lost.

“There’s a lot of reason
to doubt the legality of
such standing orders, since
in the event of a President’s
death, the nuclear launch
authority would imme-
diately pass to the Vice Pre-
sident or designated suc-
cessor — and ultimately it
would be up to him or her
to determine whether to
proceed.”
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Putting Norway on the map

touches me the most: Haaland

GETTY IMAGES

Erling Haaland said that Norway’s World Cup performances had
inspired a new generation. “How we put Norway on the map
touches me the most. Hopefully, we can establish something when
it comes to Euros, World Cups. This gives motivation to young
people that it is possible to play on a big stage”.

UNLUCKY

Ball hit the camera cable before

England’s equaliser: Norway coach

MASSIVE CROWD

New world record attendance set

GOODBYE

Knight to bid adieu to intl.

for single day at women’s Test

A

REUTERS

Norway coach Stale Solbakken was convinced that the ball struck
an overhead camera cable before England’s crucial equaliser in its
World Cup 2-1 quarterfinal victory. “That was unlucky for us. The
ball fell straight down from the sky, so it changed its direction. But
we cannot do anything about that. So, that is how it is.”

REUTERS

A world record attendance (15,243) for a single day at a women’s
Test was set on the second day of the one-off match between
England and India at Lord’s on Saturday. It surpassed the previous
single-day attendance of 11,918 during the women’s Ashes game at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 2025.

cricket after the Lord’s Test

A

GETTY IMAGES

Heather Knight, the first woman to hit centuries in all the three
formats, will not play for England after the Lord’s Test against India.
“l am extremely grateful and privileged to have gone on the journey
that | have been on as an England cricketer,” said Knight, who
scored over 8,000 international runs.

England navigates past choppy
Norway, earns semifinal berth

In hot and humid conditions, Bellingham decides the issue with two goals, including one in extra-time, after the

Three Lions had fallen behind to a Schjelderup screamer; English defenders ensure Haaland has a rare off-day

FIFA WORLD CUP

Ayon Sengupta
MIAMI

iami is sold to the
M world in post-
cards of turquoise

water, yachts gliding
through Biscayne Bay and
pristine beaches. But the
World Cup quarterfinal
between England and Nor-
way, separated by the
choppy North Sea, unfold-
ed nearly 30 kilometres in-
land, in the hot, humid
sprawl of Miami Gardens,
where Jude Bellingham’s
extra-time goal secured the
former a 2-1 victory.

The Three Lions began
with more of the ball and
looked most threatening
whenever Noni Madueke
escaped down the right,
but his final delivery rarely
matched the menace of his
movement.

Jude Bellingham briefly
wriggled clear before Kris-
toffer Ajer hauled him
down, but Harry Kane’s
freekick drifted harmlessly
over the crossbar.

Norway, meanwhile, de-
fended deep, and trusted
that a mistake would even-
tually arrive. It almost
came from John Stones.
His loose touch inside his

Inevitable: Bellingham sneaks in ahead of Ostigard to prod h

Semifinal schedule

July 15 France vs. Spain

00.30 a.m.

July 16

England vs. Argentina

00.30 a.m.

own area invited Erling
Haaland onto the ball, but
the Norwegian striker
seemed caught off guard
by the unexpected gift, al-

* The dates and times pertain to India

lowing Jordan Pickford to
smother any impending
danger.

The reprieve lasted only
moments. Patrick Berg

ome England’s second. REUTERS

stripped Kane in midfield,
and quickly found Andreas
Schjelderup on the left. He
curled a left-footed shot
beyond Pickford, the ball
kissing the inside of the far
post before settling into
the net.

England responded
soon. Bellingham collected
possession outside the
area, shrugged off his
marker and bent a finish

THE RESULTS

v

Quarterfinals: Norway 1
(Schjelderup 36) lost to England 2
(Bellingham 45+2, 93) (aet);
Argentina 3 (Mac Allister 10,
Alvarez 112, L. Martinez 120+1) bt
Switzerland 1 (Ndoye 67) (aet).

beyond Orjan Nyland.

Kane then thought he
had completed the turna-
round with a delicate chip
over Nyland, only for the
assistant’s flag to reveal
that he had strayed just
ahead.

It was Norway’s turn to
believe that it had restored
its lead when Torbjorn
Heggem bundled home af-
ter a frantic scramble fol-
lowing a third successive
corner. But this celebration
was also cut short by VAR.

Right at the start of the
extra-time, Nyland spilled
Morgan Rogers’ long-range
effort and, as he had done
so often at this World Cup,
Bellingham arrived first to
stab England ahead.

Norway had spent the
evening trying to drag En-
gland into the choppy wa-
ters it knows so well, but as
the lights dimmed over
Miami Gardens, it was the
English Lions that emerged
with a steadier hand on the
tiller and a place in the
semifinals.

Alvarez helps Argentina
pip 10-man Switzerland

Moment of magic: Alvarez comes up with a stunner to regain the lead for Argentina. A

Agence France-Presse
KANSAS CITY

Julian Alvarez scored a
breathtaking goal as Argen-
tina battled past 10-man
Switzerland 3-1 after extra-
time on Saturday, setting
up a World Cup semifinal
against England.

Fans of the South Amer-
ican team dominated the
stands and were celebrat-
ing as early as the 10th mi-
nute when their hero Lio-
nel Messi set up Alexis Mac
Allister’s opener.

The Liverpool midfiel-
der rose between Djibril
Sow and Breel Embolo to
glance a header into the far
corner.

Switzerland levelled via
Dan Ndoye but disaster

struck minutes later as Em-
bolo was sent off after pick-
ing up a second yellow
card for simulation.

The game struggled to
catch fire early in the se-
cond period but Murat Ya-
kin’s men got their de-
served reward through
Ndoye, with the forward
sweeping the ball home
following a clever pass
from Ricardo Rodriguez.

But Switzerland shot it-
self in the foot when Em-
bolo, who had been
booked in the first half,
threw himself to the
ground and was dismissed
following a VAR check.

Switzerland snuffed out
wave after wave of attacks
until Alvarez curled a stun-
ning strike into the top cor-

ner in the 112th minute.
Lautaro Martinez added
gloss to the scoreline with
a late third.

Top-four teams

The victory for Lionel Sca-
loni’s men means the top
four teams in the FIFA
rankings will contest the
semifinals.

Argentina is now unbea-
ten in its past 12 World Cup
matches as its attempts to
become the first team
since the Brazilian side in
1962 to retain the World
Cup crown.

The South Americans
swept through the group
phase but struggled past
minnow Cape Verde and
needed a spectacular co-
meback against Egypt.

Sinner knocks Zverev down

WIMBLEDON

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

Like a skilled mason bring-
ing down a well-hardened
wall brick by brick, Jannik
Sinner dismantled Alexan-
der Zverev 6-7(7), 7-6(2),
6-3, 6-4 to win his second
straight Wimbledon and
fifth Grand Slam title.

Sunday’s triumph on
Centre Court extended Sin-
ner’s winning streak
against Zverev to 10 match-
es and made him the
fourth man in the last 25
years to defend the crown
at the All England Club af-
ter Roger Federer, Novak
Djokovic and  Carlos
Alcaraz.

The first two sets were
mostly serve fests and
there wasn’t a single break.
But an uptick in Sinner’s
return game in the third
and fourth sets, where he
broke in the eighth and se-
venth games respectively,
swung the tide.

The first set was all stac-
cato, with the style of ten-
nis resembling that of a by-
gone era, not of serve and
volley which used to be in
vogue but of the ‘Big
Game’ approach of a can-
nonball serve followed by a
crushing putaway.

Both men served as well
as they could. The diffe-
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It’s Jannik! Sinner savours the special moment. AFP

rence was in what they did
after the first shot. Sinner
was mostly steady, without
being spectacular. Zverev
was impatient and tried to
hit through the court.

The German’s restless-
ness was understandable,
for a safe game would have
played right into the World
No. I’s hands. It was that
bravery which helped Zve-
rev take the first set in a tie-
break as he dished out a
first-rate forehand at 8-7.

The second stanza was
an extension of the first,
and it was hardly surpris-
ing to see another tiebreak.

But a tinge of lethargy
and sluggishness crept into
Zverev’s game and Sinner
capitalised. He ran up a 4-0
lead and took the tiebreak
to two points when the se-
cond seed hit a backhand
cross-court wide.

The momentum

seemed to be with Sinner,

but it was Zverev who had
the first opportunity to
break open the contest in
the third set. At 3-3, he
earned a break-point but
Sinner saved it with a drop.

Zverev slipped while try-
ing to chase it and went
down clutching his right
knee.

For the audience, it im-
mediately brought back
memories of 2022 when he
rolled his ankle badly in
the French Open semifinal
against Rafael Nadal.

Sinner walked all the
way across the net to
check, and was soon
locked in a side-hug with
Zverev.

However, the goodwill
ended there as Sinner
broke Zverev to 5-3 despite
the latter being 40-15 up. A
hold to love put the Italian
on the ascendancy, and
tennis’ most prestigious
crown was soon his.

Yastika, bowlers put India on the cusp of victory

INDIA IN ENGLAND

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

It was just one run. It was
much more than one run.

Yastika Bhatia gently
drove Issy Wong to extra
cover, ran for a single,
raised her fisted left hand.
She then removed her hel-
met, kissed it, knelt down,
kissed the ground, made a
prayer looking towards the
sun, and raised her bat.
The crowd, not a particu-
larly big one, applauded.

Yastika has played some
gorgeous shots, for sixes
and fours to all parts of a
cricket ground, but this
was one run she will never
forget. It was the run that
took her to the Lord’s ho-
nours board on Sunday.

The elegant left-hander
from Vadodara became the
first woman ever to make it
to that prestigious board
for scoring a Test hundred
(113, 158b, 14x4). That was
just a day after her team-
mate Kranti Gaud became
the first woman to make it,
for her five-wicket haul in
the historic women’s Test
at cricket’s most iconic
venue.

This was Yastika’s day.
She made it India’s day,
too. It is very much India’s
match now.

Harmanpreet  Kaur’s

Unique honour: Yastika became the first woman to score a

Test century at Lord’s. GETTY IMAGES

women need to take just
four more wickets. En-
gland, chasing an improba-
ble 457, finished the third
day at 130 for six.

India had declared at
341 for seven, and an early
tea was taken.

Earlier, India resumed
at 154 for one with the two
stylish left-handers at the
wicket. Smriti Mandhana
(70, 130b, 9x4, 1x6), ho-

wever, didn’t last long; she
tried to glance Lauren Bell
and was beautifully caught
behind one-handed by a
diving Amy Jones.

Bell, then, bowled Jemi-
mah Rodrigues through
the gate. Yastika, at the
end, was looking sublime.
That was after a bizarre
start to the day, when Bell’s
first ball hit Yastika’s off
stump but the bails refused

SCOREBOARD
A 4
INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
285in 74.5 overs
ENGLAND — 1ST INNINGS
1701in 59.1 overs
INDIA — 2ND INNINGS
Smriti Mandhana c Jones b Bell
70 (130b, 9x4, 1x6), Shafali Verma
¢ sub (Lamb) b Ecclestone 33
(55b, 7x4), Yastika Bhatia c Villiers
b Ecclestone 113 (158b, 14x4),
Jemimah Rodrigues b Bell 3
(12b), Harmanpreet Kaur lbw b
Ecclestone 16 (34b, 3x4), Deepti
Sharma lbw b Ecclestone 10
(33b), Richa Ghosh (not out) 50
(52b, 8x4), Sneh Rana b
Ecclestone 1 (14b), Sayali
Satghare (not out) 18 (31b, 4x4);
Extras (b-23, Ib-2, w-2): 27; Total
(for seven wkts. decl. in 86.3
overs): 341.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-88 (Shafali, 20.4 overs), 2-161
(Smriti, 44.4), 3-177 (Jemimah,
48.3),4-212 (Harmanpreet, 55.5),
5-264 (Deepti, 68.4), 6-287
(Yastika, 72.2), 7-299 (Sneh, 76.6).
ENGLAND BOWLING

to budge. Off the next de-
livery, however, she scored
a boundary through a flow-
ing drive. She also pulled
with panache, and stepped
out with authority.

Richa Ghosh, the fellow
wicketkeeper, then struck
a 52-ball 50 not out (8x4)
before India declared. So-
phie Ecclestone also re-
served a place on the ho-
nours board with figures of
five for 118.

The English batters

struggled against the sharp

Bell 16-8-27-2, Filer 12-1-61-0,
Ecclestone 33.3-4-118-5, Wong
14-3-68-0, Villiers 11-0-42-0.

ENGLAND — 2ND INNINGS

Target: 457
Maia Bouchier lbw b Sayali 2 (8b),
Tammy Beaumont b Kranti 0
(1b), Heather Knight c Richa b
Kranti 13 (34b, 1x4), Nat
Sciver-Brunt b Sneh 11 (25b, 2x4),
Alice Capsey b Sayali 21 (35b,
2x4), Amy Jones (batting) 52 (72b,
6x4), Mady Villiers c Richa b Sneh
26 (63b, 3x4), Sophie Ecclestone
(batting) 1 (2b); Extras (lb-4): 4;
Total (for six wkts. in 40 overs):
130.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-2 (Beaumont, 1.1), 2-6
(Bouchier, 2.2), 3-23
(Sciver-Brunt, 9.3), 4-34 (Knight,
13.3), 5-59 (Capsey, 19.3), 6-126
(Villiers, 36.6).
INDIA BOWLING

Sayali 8-2-19-2, Kranti 8-0-40-2,
Sneh 11-2-33-2, Shree Charani
5-0-17-0, Deepti 7-0-16-0, Shafali
1-0-1-0.

Indian attack yet again.
The openers walked back
towards Lord’s famous
long room within three ov-
ers.

Then Kranti struck
again. She accounted for
Heather Knight, in her last
Test innings, and Sneh Ra-
na for Nat Sciver-Brunt.

Jones (52 batting, 72b,
6x4) and Mady Villiers (26)
ensured there would after
all be a fourth day with
their sixth-wicket stand of
67.
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Carty and Hope steer Windies
home against the Kiwis

Keacy Carty, in pic., was dismissed on 95 and
Shai Hope made an unbeaten 87 in a 131-run third
wicket partnership which steered the West Indies
to a seven-wicket win over New Zealand on
Saturday in the first of the five One-Day
Internationals in Guyana.

The scores: New Zealand 267 in 49.5 overs (Mitchell 65,
Young 49, Alzarri 4/41, Lawes 3/54) lost to West Indies 268/3 in
48.5 overs (Carty 95, Hope 87 n.o.). Toss: West Indies. PoM:
Carty.

‘ i A
Argentina football legend
Rattin passes away at 89

Former Argentina international Antonio Rattin,
regarded as one of the country’s finest
midfielders and a Boca Juniors legend, passed
away on Saturday at the age of 89. Rattin
represented Argentina at the 1962 and 1966 FIFA
World Cups. Rattin made 382 appearances for
Boca Juniors between 1956 and 1970, scoring 28
goals and helping the club win four Argentine
league titles.

I-\ND PRIX
2026

Marquez wins Germany
MotoGP, equals record

Marc Marquez won the Germany MotoGP Grand
Prix at Hohenstein-Ernstthal on Sunday,
equalling Italian legend Giacomo Agostini’s
record of 10 premier class wins on a single
circuit. The Spanish seven-time World champion
started on pole as he glided to a dominant win,
1.996 seconds ahead of Japan’s Ai Ogura in
second with fellow Spaniard Raul Fernandez
completing the podium.

Indian recurve archers lose
bronze medal matches

Indian recurve archers missed out on podium
finishes after losing the women’s individual and
mixed team bronze medal matches at the
Archery World Cup Stage-4 in Madrid on Sunday.

The results: Recurve: Women: Individual: Kirti lost to Elif
Gokkir (Tur) 3-7 (semifinals); lost to Oh Yejin (Kor) 1-7 (bronze
medal match).

Mixed team: India (Kirti, B. Dhiraj) lost to Italy (Roberta Di
Francesco, Matteo Borsani) 3-5 (bronze medal match).

Arshi sweeps Mini Max

category at National karting

Ten-year-old Arshi Gupta won all four races in
the Mini Max category in the second round of the
2026 MECO-FMSCI National Karting
Championship (RMC India) in Chennai on
Sunday. After qualifying second, Arshi won both
heats, the pre-final, and the main final to
complete a clean sweep.

Mixed trap shooting teams
fail to make final

The Indian mixed trap teams had a disappointing
outing, finishing well down the standings as the
contingent signed off from the ISSF Shotgun
World Cup in Lonato, Italy, with just one gold.
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Rohit and Kohli will pose a
‘double headache’: Swann

The former England offie says the two veterans should be allowed to bow out on their own terms;

feels captain Gill's batting prowess and Bumrah’s return would serve India well in the ODI series

%

INDIA IN ENGLAND

S. Shrivathsan

ormer England off-
F spinner Graeme

Swann was suffering
from the aftereffects of
staying up all night for the
FIFA World Cup quarterfi-
nal matches.

Scheduled to address
the media virtually on Sun-
day evening, Swann — cur-
rently on broadcast duty in
India for the Men in Blue’s
tour of England — would
not have minded more rest
before facing the scribes.
But when he was put on
the spot, firstly with the
most obvious question on
Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli’s presence in the ODI
series, he responded with
clarity.

Hails the chase-master
Swann opined that the 39-
year-old Rohit and Kohli,
37, possess the tools to suc-
ceed despite not having
age on their side.

“When Rohit and Virat
play together, they pose a
double headache for the
fielding team. When India
bats first, Rohit is the best I
have seen... batting on a
fresh pitch, taking the

Plenty left in the tank: Swann opines that Kohli and Rohit possess the tools to succeed despite not
having age on their side. FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

game away from the oppo-
sition and posting a big to-
tal,” said the 47-year-old.

“I believe that Kohli is
the greatest chaser we
have ever witnessed; some
of his knocks are stupen-
dous. Having both is a mas-
sive bonus for India.”

He remarked that the
veterans, who are one-for-
mat players nowadays,
should be allowed to bow
out of international cricket
on their own terms.

“Because of the stan-
dards Rohit and Virat have
set and careers they have
had, it is up to them when
they want to finish. I do not
think that they have much
to worry about because
they are still brilliant
players,” Swann added.

Fresh impetus

Swann felt that the batting
might of ODI skipper Shub-
man Gill and return of ace
pacer Jasprit Bumrah, be-

sides the quality of Rohit
and Kohli, should provide
India hope. “It is amazing
to have players of that sta-
ture come straight back in-
to the team. After the T201I
series (where India was
thrashed 0-4), you need
fresh impetus.”

(Watch the three-match
ODI series between England
and India live on Sony
Sports Ten 1 SD & HD & So-
ny Sports Ten 5 SD & HD
from July 14).

Hard time: A dejected Shreyas walks back after getting out in the
fifth and final T201. REUTERS

We didn’t adapt quickly,
admits skipper Shreyas

Press Trust of India
SOUTHAMPTON

India failed to adapt to En-
glish conditions and was
outplayed in all depart-
ments by England, skipper
Shreyas Iyer said, adding
that the experience would
only make him a better
leader.

Shreyas endured a dis-
astrous start to his captain-
cy after taking over from
Suryakumar Yadav follow-
ing India’s T20 World Cup
triumph, as the team suf-
fered a 0-2 defeat to Ire-
land before losing the se-
ries 0-4 to England after
the opening game was
washed out.

“It’s not hard, honestly,”
said Shreyas when asked
how he dealt with the ex-
pectations during the post-
match press conference.

“I feel it’s a privilege for
me to take over the cap-

taincy. Every individual
dreams of captaining for
the Indian team and taking
on from high. Definitely, I
love pressure. So, for me to
thrive under pressure, to
learn from these moments
is definitely going to make
me better going forward.”

India suffered a 56-run
loss to England in the fifth
and final T20 on Saturday
and Shreyas admitted his
men just couldn’t adapt to
the conditions quickly dur-
ing the tour.

“Just to adapt as quickly
as we could have anticipat-
ed that didn’t happen, that
was one challenge and the
other one is definitely they
outplayed wus in all
departments™.

The scores: England 257/3in 20
overs bt India 201/8 in 20 overs
(Kishan 56, Tilak 53, Curran 3/36,
Rashid 2/24);

Toss: India; PoM: Buttler.

PoS: Brook.

Prince replaces injured
Harshit in ODI squad

Press Trust of India
BIRMINGHAM

Young pacer Harshit Rana
and veteran spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy have been
ruled out of competitive
cricket for indefinite pe-
riod due to hamstring inju-
ries of various degrees,
while Prince Yadav and Ra-
vi Bishnoi named as their
replacements for India’s
upcoming ODI and T20I
assignments respectively.

Leg-spinner Bishnoi got
a lifeline after replacing Va-
run for the three-match
T20I series in Zimbabwe
later this month.

“Rana reported a sud-
den onset of discomfort in
his right hamstring during
the third T20I against En-

Prince. FILE PHOTO: R. RAGU

gland at Trent Bridge. Sub-
sequent scans revealed a
Grade 1 hamstring injury,”
BCCI said in a statement.
“He has been ruled out
of the forthcoming ODI se-
ries against England and
will report to the BCCI
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
for further assessment and
management.”

McCullum steps down
as England Test coach

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Brendon McCullum has
left his role as England’s
Test head coach but will re-
main in charge of the na-
tional white-ball set-up, the
England and Wales Cricket
Board announced on
Sunday.

England has lost seven
of its last nine Tests under
the former New Zealand
captain.

This includes a woeful
4-1 Ashes defeat in Austra-
lia in 2025-26 and last
month’s 2-1 loss at home to
New Zealand, with both se-
ries overshadowed by alle-
gations of a team drinking
culture.

“I've absolutely loved
coaching the Test side and
I'm incredibly proud of
what we’ve achieved to-
gether,” said McCullum in
an ECB statement, adding:
“Of course I'm gutted not
to be continuing, but I res-
pect the decision.”

Former England captain
Ben Stokes announced his
international retirement
midway through what
turned out to a crushing
defeat in the third and final
Test against New Zealand

McCullum.

at Trent Bridge — the final
match of McCullum’s red-
ball reign.

His time as Test boss
started in remarkable fash-
ion with especially aggres-
sive batting in particular as
Stokes led England to 3-0
series wins over New Zea-
land and in Pakistan,
where 500 runs were
scored in one day, before a
thrilling 2-2 home Ashes in
2023.

But a crushing 4-11oss in
India two years ago ex-
posed the limits of En-
gland’s ‘one size fits all ap-
proach’ when it could not
simply smash its way out of
trouble.

And the writing was on
the wall for McCullum
when England lost the Ash-
es series in Australia in just
11 days’ cricket.

van der Poel
wins ninth
stage; Pogacar
still in lead

Reuters
USSEL

‘The Flying Dutchman’
Mathieu van der Poel tri-
umphed in a scramble for
the finish line on stage nine
of the Tour de France on
Sunday, as the Alpecin-
Premier Tech rider se-
cured his first Grand Tour
stage win of the year.

Tobias Johannessen and
Tom Pidcock finished se-
cond and third, while Slo-
venian four-time cham-
pion Tadej Pogacar
crossed the line soon after
to maintain his overall
lead.

van der Poel. REUTERS

Snehit does the star turn for Jaguars

UTT

K. Keerthivasan
PANAJI

S.F.R. Snehit put his heart
and soul into both his
matches as PBG Pune Ja-
guars edged UP Prometh-
eans 9-6 in an absorbing Ul-
timate Table Tennis Season
7 clash on Sunday.

Riding on its singles vic-
tories, Dempo Goa Challen-
gers scripted an 8-7 win over
Ahmedabad APL Pipers in
the day’s second tie. Alvaro
Robles, Syndrela Das and P.
B. Abhinandh won their res-
pective singles matches
with ease to pocket the tie.

The match that took the
cake was the one between
16-year-old Syndrela and
three-time Olympian Mani-
ka Batra. The teenager pro-
duced a scintillating attack-
ing display to outclass
Manika in three straight
games before Abhinandh
provided the finishing
touches. There was little
doubt that Snehit was the
driving force behind Pune’s
victory, providing the mo-
mentum that carried his
team to victory.

It was by no means an ea-
sy outing for the 26-year-old
Indian, ranked World No.
113. After the opening two

Scintillating display: Syndrela outclassed Manika in three straight
games as Challengers beat Pipers. BUTTERFLY UTT

singles were shared, with
UP Prometheans’ Ricardo
Walther overcoming Omar
Assar 2-1 and Pune’s Diya
Chitale defeating Sayali Wa-
ni by an identical margin,
the mixed doubles assumed
significance.

Partnering France’s
Prithika Pavade, Snehit dug
deep to edge past Walther
and Swastika Ghosh in three
hard-fought games, giving
Pune a crucial advantage. In
fact, Snehit and Prithika
saved four match points to
win the third game on gol-
den point. He then returned
for the fourth singles and
overcame the experienced
Sudhanshu Grover 2-1 to
stretch Pune’s lead to 7-5.

UP successfully chal-
lenged Snehit’s service an-
gle exceeding 30 degree
four times — twice in the

mixed doubles and twice in
the singles — but he re-
mained unfazed, quickly ad-
justing his tactics and main-
taining intensity to guide
Pune closer to victory.

The results: PBG Pune Jaguars
bt UP Prometheans 9-6 (Omar
Assar lost to Ricardo Walther
4-11,10-11, 11-9; Diya Chitale bt
Sayali Wani 9-11, 11-8, 11-10;
S.F.R. Snehit & Prithika Pavade bt
Walther & Swastika Ghosh 8-11,
11-10, 11-10; Snehit bt Sudanshu
Groverl1-7,3-11, 11-9; Prithika bt
Yangzi Liu 4-11,11-7, 11-9).
Dempo Goa Challengers bt
Ahmedabad APL Pipers 8-7
(Alvaro Robles bt Adrien
Rassenfosse 11-7, 11-8, 11-2;
Syndrela Das bt Manika Batra
11-10, 11-9, 11-9; P.B. Abhinandh
& Bernadette Szocs lost to Payas
Jain & Sofia Polcanova 7-11, 5-11,
10-11; Abhinandh bt Payas 11-8,
11-10, 5-11; Szocs lost to Sofia
8-11,6-11,8-11).

Anand claims javelin gold with a personal best;
women’s 4x400m relay team wins

ATHLETICS

Press Trust of India
ORDOS (CHINA)

Javelin thrower Anand
Singh and the women’s
4x400m relay team
clinched a gold medal each
as India ended its cam-
paign on a strong note at
the inaugural Asian under-
23 athletics championships
here on Sunday.

Fine show
Overall, the Indian team
won 16 medals — three
gold, four silver and nine
bronze — in the champion-
ships.

On his way to winning
the gold medal, Anand

On top: The quartet of Sandramol, Pravallika, Nofisa and Shravani.

joined the 80m club. His
gold winning throw of
80.57m, a personal best,
was achieved in his last
attempt.

Shivam Lohakare won

the bronze with 77.70m.
The gold winning quar-
tet of Shravani Sachin San-
gle, Sandramol Sabu, Pra-
vallika Narimalla and
Nofisa Khatun clocked

Anand cleared 80.57m.

3:33.62s in the women’s
4x400m relay.

India also won a silver in
the women’s 4x100m relay
in 44.68s, with Sanjana,
Akshaya Saravanan, Sud-
heeksha V. and Shreeya Ra-
jesh being the runners.

The men’s 4x400m re-
lay team — Astik Pradhan,
Sharan Megavarnam, Setu
Mishra and Aman Choud-
hary — also won silver in
3:04.24 secs.
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Abdication of the throne —
the need to hit refresh and rejig

Once they succumbed unexpectedly to Ireland, India became diffident, almost second-guessing themselves.
They did’t play the conditions well enough, they left their smarts behind at home

R. Kaushik

s far as reigns go, this will be
hard to match. Impossible, one
is tempted to say, given that the
said reign was in the most
unpredictable of formats. For 1,605 days,
from 20 February 2022 to 11 July 2026,
India ruled the Twenty20 International
landscape with an iron fist, occupying the
top perch in the ICC rankings, stacking up
an enviable record that encompassed two
T20 World Cup crowns (with a solitary
defeat the sole, easily delible blot) and an
unquestioned dominance that stemmed
from fearlessness and the foresight to
stack their sides with the personnel that
would translate the mantra of
intrepidness to glorious reality.

All good things in life must come to an
end, however. Nothing is permanent,
most certainly not ruling the roost in any
of the three cricketing formats. That’s the
brutal truth, but the manner in which
India abdicated the throne left a sour
taste in the mouth. England, imperious
England - would have said this even a
decade back in white-ball internationals? -
not just grabbed the throne from India,
they positively brushed them aside,
reducing them to a blubbering wreck that
seemed to be weighed down by the
pressure of their own expectations and by
the heavy burden that one unchecked
defeat after another is certain to impose.

Who would have imagined this
scenario a fortnight back? Who would
have indeed? Ireland first, for two
matches that were supposed to be
glorified practice sessions. Then England,
over a five-game showdown largely
predicted to be tight, tall-scoring contests
with the visitors holding the edge because
of their breathtaking batting riches, on
full view during IPL 2026.

There were tall scores alright, but all of
them came from the blazing bats of the
opposition. Phil Salt, out of form? No
matter. Jos Buttler, struggling for rhythm?
Hey, we are here. Harry Brook, already in
red-hot touch? Help yourself to more,
skipper. India were supposed to be the
main act, instead they served as the
obliging support cast on which first
Ireland and then England gorged,
consigning the (then) No. 1 side in the
world to six defeats in seven matches.
Perhaps only because the one that didn’t
end in a loss was abandoned midway
through.

India have harped on transition, on a
new but not yet exciting phase in this
format. Admittedly, they do have a new
skipper - Shreyas Iyer wouldn’t have
imagined in his wildest nightmares that
his stint at the top would begin this
disastrously - and were without a couple
of influential performers in Jasprit
Bumrah and Hardik Pandya. But how
often in the past have they not made light
of these situations? How often have they
not eked out extraordinary efforts from
the not-so-celebrated stars-in-the-making?
To say that they lost 0-2 to Ireland and
were routed 4-0 by England just because

Nothing is permanent, most
certainly not ruling the roost in
any of the three cricketing
formats. That’s the brutal truth,
but the manner in which India
was crushed in the T20I series
in Ireland and England left a
sour taste in the mouth

Bumrah and Pandya weren’t around will

be disrespecting the skills and the mettle

of those who were in the mix. India were
outplayed; they were lame and timid and
limp and almost fearful, the antithesis of

the philosophy they have espoused for so
long.

Doom-and-gloom time? For now,
definitely, no matter that India will
bounce back strongly because that’s what
they do. That’s what they have done. But
they find themselves in uncharted
territory so far as the 20-over game is
concerned, and it will be interesting to
see how they rouse themselves, how they
respond to the scent of battle next time
around.

England were fabulous, that can’t be
denied. Where Ireland hoped to contest
on even terms, England knew they were
on an equal footing, at the very least.
True, their familiarity with conditions
helped, as did their knowledge of the
Indian players with whom several in the
English set-up interacted for more than
two months just a little while back in the
IPL, either from the same dressing or on
opposite sides of the fence. But by the
same token, the Indians knew what to
expect from a Buttler or a Jofra Archer,
and have had plenty of experience of
playing both in England and against the
likes of Brook and Sam Curran.

Once they succumbed unexpectedly to
Ireland, India became diffident, almost
second-guessing themselves. They didn’t
play the conditions well enough, they left
their smarts behind at home and tried to
adopt the same approach while wildly
hoping for different results. England were
clinical and ruthless, India traversed the
other end of this spectrum and therefore
it was no surprise that they were
comprehensively put in their place. The
negatives are piling up in the Gautam
Gambhir-Ajit Agarkar coach-chief selector
era, and while there is unlikely to be any
earth-shattering decision when a review
meeting is held by the Board of Control
for Cricket in India at the conclusion of
the three-match ODI series on July 19, a
demand - a strident, relentless demand -
for accountability will not be out of place.

Meaningful runs

Shreyas made up for a poor start with the
bat in Ireland by stacking up meaningful
runs in England, extending his IPL form
to the world stage despite coming in cold
to the T20I ecosystem. The first of two
matches in Ireland was the Mumbaikar’s
first 20-over international in more than
two and a half years, during which time
India played upwards of 60 games. Just to
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be reintegrated with the setup after such a
long gap would have been demanding; to
compound matters, he was entrusted
with the leadership of a world-beating
outfit for the first time ever. Shreyas has
termed the captaincy a privilege, which it
certainly is, though very quickly, he has
realised from bitter experience that it is a
double-edged sword and that privilege
can rapidly start to assume proportions of
a millstone.

India made their task more difficult
with several strange selection calls, not
least the recall of leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi.
The little man had a tour to forget like
many of his colleagues; his unforgivable
foot-faults that gifted England with
numerous free hits perfectly summed up
India’s woes. Bishnoi wasn’t the lone
culprit in that regard, with debutant
Prince Yadav and Prasidh Krishna too
guilty of overstepping and doling out
freebies.

No impactful returns

Poor execution of bowling plans and
tardiness in the field which resulted in
dropped catches and runs squandered
were, however, pushed a little into the
background by the lack of impactful
returns from the batters. India lost
wickets in a bunch in the PowerPlay time
and again, leaving the middle order with
too much to do against an English
pace-orientated attack that made
optimum use of height, and therefore
bounce and pace. Short deliveries
became the go-to weapon for Archer and
Josh Tongue with the new ball, while
Curran, the master of deception, was
excellent in the middle stages and
extraordinary at the death.

By going too hard too soon without
sizing up the conditions, India paid a
heavy price. Shreyas stood tall with 218
runs, second across teams and only
behind his English counterpart whose 229
runs came at a breathtaking strike-rate of
214.01. Of the rest, Abhishek Sharma
shone in patches while making 131 runs,
and Ishan Kishan and Tilak Varma had a
half-century apiece but didn’t do much
otherwise to write home about. India’s
pronounced left-handedness — they had
just one right-hander, Shreyas, in the top
eight in the fourth fixture - hurt them
badly, like it briefly threatened to during
the T20 World Cup. But where they found
a solution at home by dropping Rinku
Singh and bringing Sanju Samson into the
picture once they had played themselves
into a corner after their defeat to South
Africa in Ahmedabad, they were slow to
respond (did they even respond?) in
England and were therefore
comprehensively overpowered.

Samson was the big disappointment of
the tour, failing to build on his three
wondrous efforts in the last three games
of the World Cup when he answered the
team’s call with a rare streak of electric
consistency. In Ireland and England,
Samson went out of favour after just six
runs in his first three outings as India
unleashed the 15-year-old phenom,

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. The teen sensation
showed no more than glimpses of his
destructive abilities and not too much
should be read into returns of 42 runs at
an average of 14. Samson averaged the
exact same number in England and a
disappointing 8.25 across the tour. Much
has been made of Samson making way for
Sooryavanshi for the second, third and
fourth T20Is, and of being left out of the
tour of Zimbabwe later this month when
V.V.S. Laxman will travel as the head
coach. In his heart of hearts, the
well-backed right-hander from Keralam
will acknowledge that he was a long way
short of his best and that he has plenty of
work ahead of him even if his heroics at
the World Cup guarantee a longer than
usual rope.

Truth to tell, India need not press the
panic button for so many reasons, not
least because the next World Cup is a long
way away. These matches are good for the
experience they provide - of what it takes
to play well overseas, on pitches that have
some assistance for the faster bowlers as
opposed to on tracks that reduce the
entire bowling fraternity to mere serfs —
but the pathetic waving of the white flag
without so much as a second thought
can’t be wished away. Most of the blame
will, and should, fall on the players, but
inconsistencies in selection and the
unwillingness to allow players to settle
into their roles cannot be
overlooked.

New vice-captain Tilak
is the classic example of
being a victim of his own
versatility, like K.L. Rahul has
been in the two longer formats. In
his last nine innings starting from
the semifinal of the T20 World
Cup, he has batted at No. 7 (once),
No. 6 (four times) and No. 5.
There is a great emphasis on
‘entry points’ in T20s, but
sometimes, it helps having
role clarity and one isn’t
certain that’s the case with
Tilak or even Washington
Sundar, for that matter.

The England spanking
is an eye-opener but also
a blessing in disguise in
that it has come so
quickly after the last
World Cup and with so
much time to go to the
next one. Lessons in
humility, among other
things, must be imbibed
quickly if a one-off (as it
stands) isn’t to spiral into
something much more
alarmingly debilitating.

Shreyas stood tall with 218
runs, second across teams
and only behind his English
counterpart Brook, whose
229 came at a breathtaking
strike-rate of 214.01
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The negatives are piling up in
the Gambhir-Agarkar
coach-chief selector era.
However, there is unlikely to be
any earth-shattering decision
when a review meeting is held
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India at the
conclusion of the three-match
ODI series

v

The pathetic waving of the
white flag without so much as a
second thought can’t be wished
away. Most of the blame will,
and should, fall on the players,
but inconsistencies in selection
and the unwillingness to allow
players to settle into their roles
have not helped either

v

There is a great emphasis on
‘entry points’ in T20s, but
sometimes, it helps having role
clarity and one isn’t certain
that’s the case with Tilak or
even Washington
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The sealing drive in DLF City Phases 1 to 5 stems from a long-running legal dispute over alleged building bye-law violations, unauthorised constructions and commercial use of residential properties. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Boom to bust: Gurugram’s illegal
PG business faces crackdown

Hundreds of professionals and families living in unauthorised paying guest accommodations and rented 1BHK and 1RK units across DLF’s residential colonies in Gurugram were forced to

vacate at short notice last month as authorities launched a sealing drive. With more than 5000 properties under scrutiny, and thousands of tenants caught in limbo, Ashok Kumar traces

the human cost of the crackdown, the scramble for alternative housing, and the thriving rental economy built on widespread planning violations that had flourished for years
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t was a quiet Saturday morning on June 20.
Sanghamitra Pati was at her home in Bhu-
baneswar when her phone rang.
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they were given a two-hour window to retrieve
what was left.
“By then, everything was spoilt,” the woman

pite the owner of his rented 1BHK in a 54-unit
building in DLF Phase 3 obtaining a stay on the
sealing drive.

office. Repeated calls and messages to DLF’s cor-
porate communications head Divya Puri went
unanswered.

Booming PG business

Gurugram’s PG and co-living market is expand-
ing rapidly, driven by a steady influx of young
professionals from across the country seeking
jobs in Cyber City, Golf Course Road, Udyog Vi-
har, and the growing office corridor along Sohna
Road. According to conservative estimates, PG
accommodations in DLF Phase 3, housing 20 to
100 rooms, generate monthly rental income
ranging from 10 lakh to 30 lakh.

For many, the priority is straightforward: a
fully furnished place close to work, without the
need to buy furniture or commit to a long lease.
That demand has made PG and co-living spaces
one of the city’s most lucrative rental businesses.

The market, however, is far from uniform. It
varies sharply by location and budget. DLF Phas-
es 3 and 4 remain among the most-sought-after
localities. Within walking distance of Cyber City,
they attract professionals willing to pay a premi-
um for private rooms and branded co-living
spaces. A few kilometres away, Sectors 15, 39,
and 46 have emerged as hubs for affordable and
mid-range accommodation. Owing to their prox-
imity to Medanta Hospital, the IFFCO Chowk me-
tro station, and major corporate offices along MG
Road, these sectors are home to numerous
shared accommodations popular among early-
career professionals and students. Paying guest
accommodation in Sectors 15 and 46 typically
costs between 34,500 and 15,000 a month, de-
pending on the amenities offered.

Farther south, Golf Course Extension Road
and Sohna Road have emerged as the new fron-
tiers for organised co-living. Owners are develop-
ing premium properties with amenities such as
gyms, lounges, and concierge services, targeting
senior executives and expatriates moving into
new corporate campuses. Monthly rents in these
areas generally range from 7,000 to 330,000,

“Do ghante mein room khali kar do, Families with says. She spent the next two weeks in a hotel be- The crackdown has already prompted some | depending on the location and facilities.
building seal ho rahi hai (Vacate the room in two | (ddlers and fore finding a new 1BHK in the first week of July. tenants to move out. Navam, a 24-year-old soft- What began as informal PG accommodations
hours. The building is being sealed),” the caretak- “Since the drive, demand for 1BHKs and IRKs | ware engineer from Punjab, vacated his PG ac- | run by individual landlords has gradually

N , elderly , . . . ) . : ; )
er of her rented accommodation in Gurugram’s has shot up. Rents have skyrocketed. It’s not just | commodation and shifted to a rented roomina | evolved into an organised, service-oriented
DLF Phase 3 told her. Minutes later, her landlord pare'.]ts were me — hundreds of professionals and families | house owned by an elderly couple. “I have rent- | housing sector. DLF Phase 3’s EWS plots are cen-
repeated the message. running have been displaced. Choices are limited be- | edaroom inadouble-storey house.ItisnotaPG. | tral to the rental income business in Gurugram.
The 26-year-old marketing manager initially | around.One cause so many buildings have already been | Ihope I will not face any trouble here,” he says. R.P. Yadav, a lawyer who runs a PG accommoda-
dismissed it as a prank. She called back to check. of my sealed, and more are on the radar,” she says. A landlord in the area, who requested ano- tion in U Block on Road No. 11, explains the eco-
The answer was the same. Officials were on their | friends, who In hindsight, Pati considers herself “fortu- | nymity, admits that owners had prior informa- | nomics. “A 60-square-yard EWS plot here costs
way to seal the building in S Block. She had two | yya¢ staying nate” to have been living alone. Others in her | tion. “We did not inform the tenants because we | around 2.5 crore to %3 crore,” he says. “Add
hours to empty her one-bedroom apartment. in another building were not as lucky. did not expect action on such a large scale, tar- | another 1 crore for construction. After an invest-
Hundreds of kilometres away, with keys to the PG. had “Families with toddlers and elderly parents | geting more than 5,000 properties.” ment of around 4 crore, the monthly income is
flat in her bag, there was little she could do. She G, had gone were running around. One of my friends, who He claims that his building had all the re- | about 1 lakh to 1.5 lakh.”
called a friend in Gurugram and asked him to FO the office was staying in another PG accommodation, had | quired permissions, but shops and gyms operat- According to Yadav, although building norms
break into the apartment and salvage whatever | inthe gone to office. When he came back at night, the | ing on the stilt floor, designated for parking, vio- | require 25% of the plot to be left open, “the en-
he could. It was the beginning of a scramble that, | morning, building had been sealed. All his belongings — | lated the building by-laws. tire plot is covered after the completion certifi-
in the weeks that followed, upended the lives of | When he documents, furniture, groceries, and clothes — cate”. “The architect also helps with it,” he adds.
hundreds of tenants caught in Gurugram’s crack- | ~ame back were inside. Imagine coming home to nothing. | Blatant violations While the older policy permits a stilt floor plus
down on unauthorised paying guest (PG) accom- . To be left on the road,” she says. What angered | The extent of unauthorised construction and | four upper floors, he says, several buildings have
- - : that night, . . o . :
modations and illegally converted rental units. he buildi her most, she alleges, was the lack of prior not- | commercial activity in DLF Phase 3, uncovered | been constructed with five floors. A typical 60-
“I have completely boycotted all DLF Phases,” the building ice. Calls to her landlord seeking a refund of the | during the enforcement drive by the Department | square-yard PG facility has two rooms on each
Pati says after moving into a 1BHK in a group had been security deposit have since gone unanswered. of Town and Country Planning (DTCP), cameasa | floor, with a total of eight to 10 rooms. Monthly
housing society off Golf Course Extension Road. sealed. ) shock to many residents. rents range from 6,000 for an unfurnished
“This new place is not a builder floor,” she | sangHAMITRA Tenants kept in the dark The largest of the sealed properties, a ,000- | room to 15,000 for a fully furnished one
says, referring to a multi-storey residential build- | PATI For tenants, the biggest frustration is not just be- | square-yard PG facility built by amalgamating | equipped with air conditioning, a television, an

ing constructed by a private developer with each
floor sold separately. “I even asked colleagues in
real estate to help me find something with the
necessary approvals — something less likely to be
targeted for sealing or demolition.” The lesson,
she says, came the hard way.

High Court-mandated drive

The sealing drive in DLF City Phases 1to 5 stems
from a long-running legal dispute over alleged
building by-law violations, unauthorised con-
structions and commercial use of residential pro-
perties, particularly Economically Weaker Sec-
tion (EWS) plots. The matter originated in
petitions filed by the DLF City Residents Welfare
Association and other local groups in 2021 seek-
ing enforcement of planning norms.

The Punjab and Haryana High Court on Fe-
bruary 13, 2025 had directed the District Town
Planner (Enforcement), Gurugram, to act against
violations in residential colonies. However, the
Supreme Court stayed the order on April 4 that
year. The matter returned to the High Court on
November 26 and it restrained the DTP (Enforce-
ment) from taking action. On May 29 this year,
the court limited the protection to only those
who had filed civil miscellaneous applications,
allowing enforcement action to proceed against
other properties.

More than 5,000 properties are facing action
over zoning violations, including the illegal oper-
ation of PG accommodations, commercial use of
residential plots, and encroachments on the
“right of way” — land reserved for public move-
ment and infrastructure. But for hundreds of
working professionals such as Pati, it has meant
sudden displacement, financial stress, and the
fear that a home can be taken away anytime.

A 25-year-old woman from Kolkata, on condi-
tion of anonymity, says the sealing drive in DLF
Phase 3’s S Block came without warning on June
18, leaving her with just 10 minutes to react. She
was at work when a neighbour called.

The damage became apparent later. Half her
belongings remained locked inside after the

Displaced tenant

ing displaced; it is the question of who is at fault.

“I had a valid rent agreement. I paid everyth-
ing on time — ¥30,000 a month for a luxury
1BHK. This wasn’t some shady PG. It was a prop-
er residential apartment. It looked completely le-
gal. So, how was I supposed to know? If it was il-
legal, how was a rent agreement executed? How
did the police verification happen?” says Sunai-
na, a displaced tenant. “But now my question is:
how do I know the next place isn’t also on the list
[of illegal buildings]? Who do I ask to make sure
this doesn’t happen again?”

Amit Pahwa, a German language expert at a
private company, claims that owners of several
PG accommodations knew about the sealing
drive well in advance but did not inform their te-
nants. Pahwa, who lives with his wife and
daughter, says the uncertainty has persisted des-
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two plots, had 128 rooms spread across four
floors. What made it a glaring violation, officials
said, was that a gym was being operated from the
basement and the stilt floor housed a kitchen
and a restaurant, both of which are prohibited
under the building by-laws.

The drive revealed a pattern across the area:
sealed properties were not only housing tenants
but also operating full-fledged commercial esta-
blishments. Among those sealed were a 48-room
PG facility, an unauthorised beauty parlour oper-
ating from the basement, and a 25-room PG ac-
commodation on the upper floors of the same
building, an official says.

One of the sealed buildings had a basement, a
stilt floor, and four upper floors with 26 rooms in
all. Here too, the basement was being used as a
gym, while the stilt floor housed a salon and an

attached bathroom, and a kitchenette.

Yadav estimates that DLF Phase 3 has more
than 1,000 EWS plots and that nearly half of the
developed ones are being used as PG accommo-
dations, particularly in S, U, and V blocks.

Policy paralysis

Most PG accommodations in the city’s residen-
tial colonies are operating in violation of policy
norms, says District Town Planner (Enforce-
ment) Amit Madholia. Under the policy regard-
ing setting up guest or boarding houses in resi-
dential zones, a building cannot be subdivided
into separate 1RK or 1BHK units for rent. Rooms
can only be let out for stays of less than one
month. The policy also caps the total land area
permitted for guest houses within any residential
sector or colony in Gurugram at 1.25 acres.

Haryana’s Affordable Rental Housing Policy,
notified in 2021, seeks to provide short-term (mi-
nimum one month) and long-term (up to 99
years) rental housing for industrial workers, mi-
grants, and corporate employees. However, it
has seen limited uptake among private develop-
ers because of undivided ownership provisions,
capped rents, and high land and construction
costs. Under this policy, all housing units can on-
ly be rented and not sold, keeping ownership of
the project undivided. The minimum project
area is 0.5 acres while the maximum is 4 acres.

“As both policies fell short of meeting the
growing demand for 1BHK and 1RK rental units,
property owners capitalised on the gap. Residen-
tial buildings were illegally converted into PG ac-
commodations in blatant violation of the build-
ing by-laws and, reportedly, with the active
connivance of some DTCP officials and archi-
tects. Driven by profit, many operators also
opened gyms, salons, and restaurants on stilt
floors while enforcement agencies looked the
other way,” says a retired DTCP official.

With land in sectors around major office hubs
already fully utilised, framing a policy that ad-
dresses the demand for rental housing while
curbing commercial activity in residential areas

ram on July 6. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

building was sealed. A week later, after tenants
approached the District Town Planner’s office,

it »

is no longer feasible, the retired official adds.

»

A building sealed by the District Town Planner (Enforcement) in DLF Phase 3, Gurug|
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A land gone dry: A farmer watches overa parched paddy fleld near Budalur in Thanjavur As the Mettur dam could not be opened on the customary date ofJune 12 owing to insufficient storage, a majority of farmers in the delta could not grow paddy this kuruvai season. R. VENGADESH

he hot winds sweeping across the an-
cient Kallanai, which should be brim-
ming with water by now, are raising
temperatures across the Cauvery delta
this year. A weak southwest monsoon and the
vexed inter-State river water sharing dispute with
Karnataka have left farmers in the region in dis-
tress yet again.

As the Stanley Reservoir at Mettur could not
be opened on the customary date of June 12 ow-
ing to insufficient storage, a majority of farmers
in the delta, for whom the Cauvery is the lifeline,
have not been able to cultivate paddy this kuruvai
(kharif) season. With the Super El Nino effect
looming large, farmers are worried about the
prospects of the forthcoming samba crop too.

Over the past few months, the flow into the
Mettur dam from Karnataka has been meagre.
Tamil Nadu realised just 2.915 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft) in the Cauvery from Karnataka
in June, against the 9.19 tmc ft stipulated for the
month by the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal
and the Supreme Court.

Consequently, after a record coverage in 2025,
when kuruvai paddy was raised on over six lakh
acres against the normal area of about 4.4 lakh
acres, agricultural fields across the delta, irrigat-
ed by a network of rivers and canals, are lying fal-
low. Announcing the kuruvai special package,
the State government said the crop could be
raised on about 3.55 lakh acres with groundwa-
ter. But farmers claim that only 1.5 lakh acres
would be covered in the filter point areas in the
core delta districts, largely in Thanjavur and
Tiruvarur.

The kuruvai cultivation area in Thanjavur has
come down to around 89,000 acres this season
from around 1,94,000 acres in the previous cul-
tivation year. In Tiruvarur, the coverage area has
dwindled to around 64,000 acres from around
1,91,000 acres in 2025-26, say district officials.

A section of farmers who had raised the crop
using groundwater is complaining about erratic
three-phase power supply. Complaints of wither-
ing crops have been reported in a few places in
the delta.

Cultivation with groundwater

R. Arivazhagan, a farmer of Olaidevarayanpettai
in Thanjavur district, has raised kuruvai paddy
on six acres with groundwater. He explains the is-
sues in cultivation with groundwater. Though he
has raised the crop, many of his fellow villagers
are not able to do so owing to the depletion in the
groundwater table as the rivers are dry. “My
neighbour is drilling a fresh borewell and the
yield from my borewell is going down too. There
are disruptions in three-phase power supply ow-
ing to voltage drops and other issues. I am not
sure whether I will be able to see through my 25-
day-old crop over the next three months,” he
says.

Several farmers who had taken up summer
ploughing in anticipation of water release from
the Mettur dam have burnt their fingers. “Many
of us had taken up summer ploughing twice by
spending at least 1,500 an acre each time, ex-
pecting water discharge by mid-June. But we
could not go in for the kuruvai crop and our lands
are lying fallow. Farm labourers have been ren-
dered jobless. The entire rural economy has
been badly affected,” says R. Pandidurai, a farm-
er of Seelathanallur in Tiruvarur.

Farmers demand that the entire State, espe-
cially the delta districts, be declared drought-hit
so that they can avail themselves of relief, includ-
ing compensation under the ‘prevented sowing/
planting risk’ (due to adverse weather) clause of
the Prime Minister’s Crop Insurance Scheme.
“We had kept the fields ready after ploughing,
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Crop loan waiver: a thorny issue

S. Sundar
P. Sudhakar

D. Abraham of Kanarpatti in Tirunelveli district
had sold over 7.50 tonnes of paddy to the Nation-
al Cooperative Consumers’ Federation of India
nine months ago. But he is still running from pil-
lar to post to get his payment of 1.86 lakh. His fa-
mily expenses forced him to not only pledge his
jewels but also to pay interest for them till date.

The plight of Mr. Abraham, who is the district
secretary of the Coordination Committee of Ta-
mil Nadu All Farmers’ Associations, is not un-
ique. The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam govern-
ment’s announcement on waiver of cooperative
crop loans came as a jolt to the farmers who
pointed to the gap between what the TVK had
promised before the election and what it an-
nounced after coming to power.

The TVK manifesto had promised a complete
loan waiver for small and marginal farmers who
own up to 5 acres of land and a 50% waiver for
the others. On May 25 this year, the government
announced that only loans of up to 350,000
would be waived fully for marginal farmers. For
loans exceeding 350,000, the waiver ranged bet-
ween 35,000 and 340,000.

Effectively, a marginal farmer with a loan of ov-
er 31 lakh would get only 35,000 as relief. It was
worse for small farmers as only 50% of loans up
to ¥50,000 were waived. For the rest, the waiver
ranged from 5,000 to 320,000. This triggered
massive protests by farmers across the State.

“While the poll promise of the TVK spoke only
about total loan waiver for all farmers based on
their land holdings, the government introduced
ceilings. Farmers had voted for the TVK based on
its promises, but we feel let down,” says R. Ram-
pandian, of Aruppukottai, a functionary of
Southern District Farmers’ Association.

The government blamed the Reserve Bank of
India’s Model Operating Procedure, which man-
dates that States implementing loan waivers must
settle the entire amount to co-operative banks
within 45 to 60 days. It also blamed the State’s fi-
nances.

With all major political parties, including the
DMK, the AIADMK, and the BJP, backing the
farmers, they vowed to continue their protest till
the ruling TVK implemented its poll promise.
The government responded by announcing a re-
vised loan waiver scheme on June 16.

It promised total waiver of loans up to 75,000
for all farmers irrespective of land holdings. For
loans above 375,000, the waiver was restricted to
35,000 per farmer. But the farmers remain dis-

satisfied and their protests continue.

The Maharashtra government’s announce-
ment that a complete waiver of farm loans up to
%2 lakh would be sanctioned has further fuelled
anger among farmers.

“Won’t the RBI norms apply to Maharashtra?
Why cannot Tamil Nadu follow suit,” asked N.A.
Ramachandra Raja of Tamilaga Vivasayigal San-
gam. Of the 600 farmers who had borrowed from
the Singarajakottai Primary Agricultural Cooper-
ative Society in Rajapalayam, only 170 will benefit
from the waiver, he said.

Why do farmers demand loan waivers? They
complain that their occupation has become a
gamble amid the adverse impact of climate
change. “Each year, several farmers part with
their farmland unable to handle the crop loss
they face. The government needs to incentivise
grain production,” Mr. Ramachandra Raja says.

The farmers point out that farmers in Maha-
rashtra, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh are be-
ing given 36,000 to 10,000 as incentive to sus-
tain food production. While a farmer sells one

In May, the government said that

only loans of up to ¥50,000 would be
waived fully for marginal farmers. For
loans exceeding 350,000, the waiver
ranged between ¥5,000 and 40,000

quintal of paddy for 32,450, he buys a 50-kg bag
of complex fertilizer for 32,100, Mr. Ramachan-
dra Raja points out.

Mr. Abraham adds, “If the farmer wants to in-
crease the yield, he has to apply potash, costing
32,400 [50-kg bag]. And the cost of pesticides has
also skyrocketed.”

In addition, the farmers face shortage of work-
ers during peak farming season as the workers
prefer MGNREGS work.

“Even after we undergo all these hardships to
raise the paddy, the government is in no mood to
give us a fair remuneration. In a situation where
the farmers cannot fix the price of their produce,
we have no other option but to demand crop loan
waiver to sustain farming,” he says.

The Swaminathan Committee had recom-
mended that the Minimum Support Price for
crops should at least be 50% more than the com-
prehensive cost of production. “If its recommen-
dation is implemented, we would not need crop
loan waiver or fertilizer subsidy. It is now the
bounden duty of the government to provide crop
loan waiver,” says Mr. Perumbadaiyar of Tamil
Nadu Vivasayigal Sangam in Tirunelveli.

but there was no flow in the Cauvery. Farmers in
Nagapattinam district have been hit as we don’t
have too many borewells, except in the Thiruma-
rugal area. We hope we will get some compensa-
tion under the crop insurance scheme,” says Ka-
runainathan of Vedaranyam.

Mahadhanapuram Rajaram, a veteran farm-
ers’ leader and president of the Cauvery Irriga-
tion Farmers Welfare Association, says, “We esti-
mate that the delta farmers stand to lose about
31,125 crore as they have not been able to raise
kuruvai crop. It would also trigger fodder shor-
tage in the coming months. If the samba or thala-
di crops too were affected by drought or rain at
harvest stages, the financial burden on the State
would be heavier.”

“We could face a production loss of up to 15

lakh tonnes of paddy this season. More impor-
tantly, the loss of the crop could lead to migration
of farm labourers as they look for other sources
of income,” says Cauvery Dhanapalan, president,
Tamil Nadu Vivasaya Sangankalin Kootuiyakkam.

“The inflow and the storage at Mettur are still
not encouraging. We doubt whether the govern-
ment will manage to get water from Karnataka.
The prediction of a weak monsoon due to the El
Nino effect has cast a shadow over the samba
crop too,” Mr. Pandidurai says. The dam had just
38 tmc ft of water against its capacity of 93.47 tmc
ft, and the inflow was hovering at 125 cusecs last
week. The dam, which was at its full capacity dur-
ing the same time last year, needs substantial in-
flows in the coming weeks for the government to
decide on water discharge for the samba season.

P.R. Pandian of the Coordination Committee
of All Farmers Associations of Tamil Nadu says
the lack of Cauvery water has endangered the li-
velihood of farmers in the delta this year. “The
southwest monsoon has been scanty, and is go-
ing to end soon. It has been predicted that the
State may get less than normal rainfall during the
northeast monsoon too. We may go in for the
samba crop with direct sowing, pinning our
hopes on the monsoon. But the question is
whether we will be able to protect the crop
through the season. Unless the monsoon comes
to our aid, we have a very precarious situation,”
he says. “Only if water is released from the Mettur
dam by August can farmers safely raise long-du-
ration varieties during the samba season. If the
water release is delayed further, they can only go
in for medium or short-term varieties,” says Mr.
Dhanapalan.

‘Declare delta as drought-hit’

Mr. Pandian says it is time the government de-
clared the delta ‘drought-hit’ and started rolling
out relief measures. “It should provide drought
relief as was done by the Jayalalithaa government
some years ago. The government should provide
15,000 an acre as relief for the kuruvai loss,” he
says, adding that the government should also
support farmers raising the samba crop using
groundwater by providing seeds and diesel at
subsidised rates.

Farmers organisations say the kuruvai special
package, announced by the government, has not
been of much help. “Though the government had
said farmers would be given the support for two
acres, officials here say we will get it only for one
acre each as there have been a number of appli-
cations. The application process is cumbersome,
and we are required to submit several documents
such as bills for machine planting, photos of
farmers in the field, besides the land records. We
have to spend considerable time and effort in
submitting these papers for a meagre financial
support,” Mr. Arivazhagan says, calling for simpli-
fying the application process.

“The special package is inadequate to meet
the requirements of farmers. Since there has
been a large number of applications, the alloca-
tion should be increased,” says Swamimalai Vi-
malnathan, secretary, Tamil Nadu Cauvery Farm-
ers Protection Association.

He wants the government to come up with a
special samba package too as farmers who were
not able to raise the kuruvai crop will plant sam-
ba, pinning their hopes on a good monsoon. He
suggests that as a special case, the government
provide free farm connections to those who have
been waiting for long so that more farmers can
take up cultivation using groundwater.

Delta farmers also take a critical view of Food
Minister P. Venkataramanan’s reported sugges-
tion that farmers go in for alternative crops in
view of the water shortage. “Before making such
suggestions, the government should carry out a
proper study and identify crops which are suita-
ble for the different soil conditions in the delta re-
gion. Such crops should also be able to withstand
the monsoon. But there seems to be no plan or ef-
fort in this direction,” says Mr. Vimalnathan.

“Karnataka has been releasing only the sur-
plus water and does not agree to the distress-
sharing formula. We have not even got half of
June’s quota of water and there is no guarantee
that Karnataka will release our share in July or
August. Tamil Nadu should sanction relief to the
farmers and can mobilise funds by claiming com-
pensation from Karnataka for the crop losses,”
says V. Jeevakumar, a farmers leader of Budalur.

(With inputs from V. Venkatasubramanian
in Thanjavur)
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