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SC refuses DMK’s
petition seeking
a gag on the TVK

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said that imposing a
judicial bar on Tamil Nadu’s
ruling TVK leaders from
making public statements
linking political rivals with the
Karur stampede may amount
to an injunction on “free
speech”. » PAGE 4

P

Le Pen cleared to
run for President,
but to wear tag

PARIS

French far-right chief Marine Le
Pen’s political future remained
uncertain on Tuesday after a
court cleared her to run but
wearing an ankle tag,
potentially hampering a
campaign for next year’s
presidential elections when her
party has its strongest chance
of winning power. » PAGE 14

Minimum age for
marriage applies
to all faiths: HC

NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court has
held that the minimum age of
marriage prescribed under the
Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act applies to all citizens
irrespective of religion, adding
that Muslim personal law
cannot override provisions of
the Central law. » PAGE 4

3 killed in debris slip at
tunnel site in Wayanad

Heap of excavated mud at a tunnel construction site in Kerala gives way amid rain; CM announces

investigation; Minister says private construction firm ignored warnings by district administration

Close call: A CCTV screengrab shows people who narrowly escaped the mud deluge that swept away construction workers, passers-by,
parked vehicles, and even earthmovers, in Wayanad on Tuesday. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
WAYANAD

t least three people
A were killed and five

reported missing
when a massive heap of ex-
cavated mud swamped the
portal of an under-con-
struction tunnel road in
Wayanad district of Kerala
on Tuesday. Emergency
responders have rescued
10 people from the acci-
dent site so far.

The deceased have been
identified as Chandra Bahn
from Madhya Pradesh, Bi-
kash Kumar from Bihar,
and Anmol from Jhark-
hand, workers of the tun-
nel project.

Security cameras cap-
tured the moment when a
sea of mud deluged the
area around 11 a.m.,
sweeping away construc-
tion workers, passers-by,
parked earthmovers, and a
multi-axle tanker lorry.

Officials said a total of 18
people were caught in the
incident. Of them, 10 were
admitted to WIMS Hospi-
tal, Meppadi, with injuries
and five were later
discharged.

Local people told press-
persons they heard a

crash, followed by a fast-
moving wave of debris that
seemed to swallow eve-
rything in its path. The
mudslip occurred near the
Meenakshi bridge entrance
of the ambitious subterra-
nean road project.

Chief Minister V.D. Sath-
eesan and Agriculture Mi-
nister T. Siddique said hea-
vy rain had rendered the
“precariously piled” heap
of earth at the Anakkam-
poyil-Kalladi-Meppadi tun-
nel’s entrance unstable,
causing it to come crashing
down with a deafening
sound.

They termed the inci-
dent a disaster caused by
human error, abandon-
ment of safety precau-
tions, and sheer negli-
gence, noting that
government warnings had
been ignored.

The rescue operation in-
cludes National Disaster
Response Force units, the
Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, the police, the State
Disaster Response Force,
and local volunteers. Res-
cue workers cross-refe-
renced duty logs to deter-
mine the identity of the
people who may still be
trapped under the mud.

Mr. Siddique, the Minis-
ter in charge of Wayanad
and Kalpetta MLA, said the
district administration had
repeatedly raised red flags,
warning the private con-
struction firm of an im-
pending accident. The firm
has been contracted by
Konkan Railway Corpora-
tion Limited to construct
the twin-tube tunnels con-
necting Kozhikode and
Wayanad districts.

Mr. Siddique and his Ca-
binet colleague A.P. Anil
Kumar visited the disaster
site and held a review
meeting at WIMS Hospital.

Mr. Siddique said the ca-
sualties would have been
still higher if the construc-
tion operations, which
were partially suspended
due to heavy rain, had
been in full swing. The de-
bris pile that collapsed in
the rain included rocks
blasted for the construc-
tion of the approach roads
and bridges to the tunnel,
he said.

Mr. Satheesan an-
nounced an investigation
involving multiple agencies
to fix accountability. He
said the district authorities
had issued an ultimatum
on June 20 to the builders

to remove the accumulated
mud from the locality, not-
ing that Public Works De-
partment Minister P.K.
Basheer had called a meet-
ing of stakeholders and
flagged the precarious na-
ture of the heap of mined
mud.

Bridge safety review
The government has shift-
ed residents of the area to
safer locations, halted traf-
fic on the Meenakshi
bridge, and ordered the
PWD to review its structu-
ral safety.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
Wayanad MP and Congress
general secretary, said ef-
forts were under way to
rescue those trapped.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Kerala As-
sembly, Pinarayi Vijayan,
demanded a thorough in-
vestigation to determine
any lapse or criminal negli-
gence that had led to the
tragedy. He expressed sup-
port and extended solidari-
ty to the rescue workers,
the people of Wayanad,
and the State government
in the hour of crisis.

CONTRACTOR’S FAILURE
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Modi highlights need for
two-state solution to end
Israel-Palestine conflict

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Highlighting the role of dia-
logue and diplomacy in the
“period of global turbu-
lence”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Tuesday
reiterated the importance
of the two-state solution to
end the Israel-Palestine
conflict.

“In this period of global
turbulence, India believes
that the role of dialogue
and diplomacy has be-
come more important than
ever before. On the issue of
Palestine, we continue to
support a two-state solu-
tion and the pursuit of last-
ing peace,” Mr. Modi said
in Jakarta, Indonesia, the
first leg of his three-nation
visit. Mr. Modi also focused
on commonalities bet-
ween India and Indonesia
globally important issues
and said that the two coun-
tries are going to deepen
cooperation on global is-
sues.

A joint statement issued
at the end of the official
dialogue between Mr. Mo-
di and Indonesia’s Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto
said the leaders expressed
“deep concern” over the
war in West Asia and “its
global effects”.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Sub-
ianto also presided over
the signing of 14 agree-
ments and memoranda of
understanding (MoUs), in-
cluding ones that will allow
India to deliver the Brah-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto on Tuesday. ANI

Mos supersonic cruise mis-
sile system and Astra Mk-1
beyond-visual-range air-to-
air missiles to Indonesia.

Highlighting the “spe-
cial importance” of the
ASEAN grouping, he said,
“There is strong synergy in
our respective outlooks on
the Indo-Pacific”. “They
welcomed the memoran-
dum of understanding
signed on 17 June 2026,”
mentioned the joint state-
ment in reference to the
agreement signed between
the U.S. and Iran to end the
war in West Asia, while ad-
ding that “transit passage
through the Strait of Hor-
muz” has to be in “accor-
dance with international
law including the provi-
sions of UNCLOS”.

It further mentioned
that the Indonesian Presi-
dent welcomed “India’s in-
terest in partnering on the
integrated development of
the Sabang Port” which

will include maritime in-
dustries, and “shore-based
services supporting off-
shore energy activities in
the Andaman Sea”.

Highest honour
Indonesia bestowed the
Prime Minister with its
highest civilian honour
‘Bintang Adipurna of the
Republic of Indonesia’. Mr.
Modi is the second Indian
Prime Minister to receive
this award. India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru received the same
award posthumously on
December 12, 1995. “It re-
flects the goodwill of the
people of Indonesia and
stands as a tribute to the
historic and enduring
bonds of friendship bet-
ween India and Indone-
sia,” said Mr. Modi in his
press statement expressing
gratitude to Indonesian
leadership and people for
the gesture.

‘LNG tanker on fire in Hormuz’

Associated Press
DUBAI

A tanker travelling off the
coast of Oman in the Strait
of Hormuz was struck by a
projectile and caught fire
early on Tuesday, the Brit-
ish military said, in the lat-
est attack targeting a vessel
moving through the nar-
row mouth of the Persian

Gulf. Iranian state televi-
sion said the liquefied nat-
ural gas tanker came under
attack after ignoring warn-
ings, but Tehran did not di-
rectly claim the assault.

According to the U.K.
Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) Centre, three
tankers were hit in the
Strait of Hormuz in the
past 24 hours.

The Islamic Republic,
which has repeatedly de-
clared that only its ap-
proved route through the
strait is safe, is suspected
of attacking other ships
that have used another
route close to the Omani
shore.

FULL REPORT ON
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Gujarat HC upholds death sentence for 38 convicts in Ahmedabad blasts case

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Over four years after a spe-
cial court convicted 49 per-
sons in the 2008 Ahmeda-
bad serial blasts case, the
Gujarat High Court on
Tuesday upheld the ver-
dict, confirming death sen-
tences for 38 members of
the banned Indian Mujahi-
deen (IM) and life impri-
sonment for 11 others while
directing the State govern-
ment to compensate the
victims and their families.
A Division Bench of Jus-
tices A.Y. Kogje and Samir
Dave dismissed all appeals
filed by the convicts
against the special court’s
February 2022 judgment
and confirmed the sen-
tences. A total of 78 per-
sons had stood trial before

CM
K

the special court, of whom
49 were convicted.

The Bench also accept-
ed the State government’s
plea seeking confirmation
of the death sentences.

The High court directed
the State government to
pay compensation of 10
lakh to the next of kin of
each person killed in the
blasts and %5 lakh to those
who sustained grievous in-
juries. The compensation
is to be disbursed before
March 30, 2027.

Hospitals targeted
On July 26, 2008, 21 serial
bomb  blasts  ripped

through different parts of
Ahmedabad within a span
of 70 minutes, killing 56
people and injuring more
than 200 others. Explo-
sions also occurred at hos-

o —

act o

Charred vehicles at a hospital in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, after serial

blasts on July 26, 2008 left 56 people dead. P

pitals where victims from
earlier blast sites had been
taken for treatment, mark-
ing the first known in-
stance of hospitals being
targeted in a terror attack
in India.

The investigation culmi-
nated in a joint trial after
35 cases were clubbed to-
gether — 20 FIRs registered

in Ahmedabad in connec-
tion with the 21 explosions
and 15 cases from Surat,
where several improvised
explosive devices had been
planted but failed to ex-
plode. The convicts in-
clude former Student Is-
lamic Movement of India
leader Safdar Nagori and
several of his associates

from Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh, Kerala, Uttar Pra-
desh and other States.

Special Public Prosecu-
tor Amit Patel said the
State had placed all evi-
dence against the accused
before the High Court. He
said the court heard the
matter extensively for
more than one-and-a-half
years, with day-to-day
hearings being conducted
from February this year
before  reserving its
verdict.

The February 2022 ver-
dict remains the first occa-
sion on which 38 convicts
were awarded the death
penalty in a single
judgment.

‘Justice delivered’
“Today, the Gujarat High
Court delivered one of In-

dia’s strongest and most
historic verdicts: near-total
conviction, maximum
punishment upheld for the
guilty,” said Gujarat Depu-
ty Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghavi.

Mr. Sanghavi, who also
holds the Home Depart-
ment portfolio, said the
judgment was not only sig-
nificant for Ahmedabad
and Gujarat but also sent a
strong message to the en-
tire country and peace-lov-
ing nations across the
world that terrorism would
not be tolerated.

Calling it one of the big-
gest legal victories against
terrorism and a landmark
judgment in India’s judicial
history, he thanked the
Gujarat High Court, the
trial court and the investi-
gating agencies on behalf

of the people of Gujarat for
their efforts in securing the
convictions. He said the in-
vestigation team had
worked tirelessly over the
years without any legal
lapses or compromise,
making  the  verdict
possible.

“Justice had finally been
delivered to the victims,
their families and the peo-
ple of Gujarat after years of
legal proceedings,” he said.

Referring to the High
Court’s direction to com-
pensate victims, he said
the Gujarat government
under Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel would imme-
diately implement the or-
der by providing 10 lakh
to the families of those
killed in the blasts and 35
lakh to those who sus-
tained grievous injuries.

CJP’s original
X handleis
back online
after HC order

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The original X handle of
the Cockroach Janata Party
has become accessible af-
ter the Delhi High Court on
Tuesday directed its resto-
ration. The Centre in-
formed the Bench that it
no longer had any objec-
tion to unblocking the ac-
count. Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma passed the
order while hearing a peti-
tion filed by CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke challenging
the government’s decision.

FULL REPORT ON
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Centre to refer Satluj to

inter-departmental panel

The Centre plans to refer the Diljit Dosanjh-starrer
Satluj to an Inter-Departmental Committee
constituted under the IT Rules 2021 for a detailed
examination and future course of action,
government sources said on Tuesday, two days
after streaming platform ZEE5 was directed to
take down the film over “security concerns”. The
film, which details the life of activist Jaswant Singh
Khalra in Punjab in the turbulent 1990s when the
State was reeling under terrorism, was stuck with
the censors for more than three years. Released
uncut on ZEE5 on July 3, the film was removed

from the platform on July 5. en

Two AIADMK rebel MLAS skip

meetings chaired by EPS

Two rebel MLAs of the AIADMK, including former
Minister K.C. Veeramani, on Tuesday skipped the
party’s district-wise consultations chaired by
general secretary Edappadi K. Palaniswami. The
other MLA was S.M. Sukumar of Arcot. In the
morning, Mr. Palaniswami reviewed the party’s
performance in the Assembly election in Ranipet
and Tirupattur districts. There are eight Assembly
constituencies in these districts, and the AIADMK
won two of them. Mr. Veeramani, who represents
Jolarpet, and Mr. Sukumar were among the 25
dissidents who had supported the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam at the time of the trust motion in the

Assembly in May.

Cracks wide open in Punjab
Cong. as Channi camp skips
Baghel’s outreach meetings

Punjab in-charge meets District Congress Committee chiefs, senior leaders as part of preparations

for Assembly election; Warring downplays crisis, says Channi to meet Baghel within a day or two

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

ongress’s Punjab in-
C charge  Bhupesh

Baghel on Tuesday
met several State leaders
even as a section of dis-
gruntled leaders reported-
ly camped in New Delhi to
press for a meeting with
the party’s central leader-
ship amid the ongoing in-
fighting within the State
unit. Former Chief Minis-
ter Charanjit Singh Channi
and MP Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa were conspicu-
ous by their absence from
meetings convened by Mr.
Baghel.

State Congress presi-
dent Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring, however, down-
played the ongoing crisis,
saying that Mr. Channi
would meet Mr. Baghel
within a day or two.

The overhaul of the
Punjab Congress on July 1
ahead of the Assembly poll
due in early 2027 had
sparked internal turmoil.

Mr. Baghel, who arrived
in Chandigarh on Monday
to iron out the differences
and lay the foundation

Congress’s Punjab in-charge Bhupesh Baghel arrived in Chandigarh

on Monday to iron out the differences within the State unit and lay
the foundation work for the Assembly poll. FILE PHOTO

work for the Assembly
poll, convened a meeting
of the District Congress
Committee presidents. He
also met several senior par-
ty leaders, including Par-
tap Singh Bajwa, Amar
Singh, Vijay Inder Singla,
Rana K.P. Singh, Sukhpal
Singh Khaira, Hardial Kam-
boj, Kuljeet Nagra, Brahm

Mohindra, Balbir Sidhu
and Shamsher Dullo,
among others.

Mr. Warring said, “Our
State in-charge met the
heads of various commit-
tees on Monday, except
two of them. Charanjit
Singh Channi and Sukhjin-

der Singh Randhawa, who
heads the core committee,
would both be meeting
Bhupesh Baghel soon,” Mr.
Warring said, adding that
Mr. Channi has told Mr.
Baghel that he would be
away for a day or two.
While Mr. Warring was
retained as the Punjab Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(PPCC) chief in the recent
revamp, Mr. Channi was ap-
pointed to lead the cam-
paign committee ahead of
the Assembly election. Ho-
wever, days later, a meeting
of several party leaders and
workers was held at Mr.
Channi’s Morinda resi-

dence. Another meeting
was held in Mohali on Mon-
day. According to party in-
siders, the Lok Sabha MP is
upset with the revamp and
the meetings were intended
to convey his displeasure to
the party high command as
he had expected to either
be made the PPCC chief or
named the party’s chief mi-
nisterial face.

‘Dalit representation’

Last year, Mr. Channi had
called for “greater Dalit re-
presentation” in the party,
pointing out that Dalits
were not getting their due

representation, bringing
the discord within the par-
ty to the fore.

The former Chief Minis-
ter faced a setback in the
2022 Assembly election
when the Congress suf-
fered a defeat. As the par-
ty’s chief ministerial face,
he lost both the Assembly
seats - Chamkaur Sahib
and Bhadaur - he contest-
ed from, prompting scruti-
ny over his leadership.

However, he made a co-
meback by winning the Ja-
landhar Lok Sabha seat in
the 2024 general election.

ED searches 5 places
as part of probe into
Trinamool accounts

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Tuesday con-
ducted searches at five pre-
mises across Kolkata as
part of its investigation into
the financial transactions
of the Trinamool Congress
and source of funds for the
party leadership’s char-
tered flights.

“Searches are being
conducted as part of the
probe into alleged dishon-
est financial dealings, un-
lawful collection of money,
and routing of suspected
funds through certain
bank accounts of the par-
ty,” a source said.

According to sources,
the raids were conducted
on the premises of Care-
well Aviation India Pvt.
Ltd., a Kolkata-based priv-
ate chartered plane hiring
and leasing company,
which received around
160 crore from the party’s
accounts between April
2023 and June 2026. The
firm then allegedly routed
¥82.96 crore between 2023
and 2026 to a newly incor-
porated entity related to it.

According to sources,
ED officials recovered evi-
dence that the party used
around %112 crore to pur-
chase an Embraer Legacy
600 aircraft and an Agusta
109 SP chopper. Foreign

The party’s rebel
faction had filed a
complaint seeking
a probe into the
source of funds

funding may have been
used to purchase some of
these assets, a source said.

Last month, the Kolkata
police had frozen debit op-
erations of three bank ac-
counts of the party, esti-
mated to hold 3440 crore
and maintained with a
private sector bank, follow-
ing complaints by 10 MLAs
aligned with the Ritabrata
Banerjee-led faction of the
Trinamool seeking a probe
into the party’s source of
funds. The cyber crime
police station under the
Bidhannagar Police Com-
missionerate then regis-
tered an FIR and launched
an investigation.

The Calcutta High Court
on July 2, while hearing a
petition filed by the Mama-
ta Banerjee-led faction of
the Trinamool challenging
the debit freeze of the par-
ty’s bank accounts, had di-
rected the private bank to
disclose the corpus held in
those accounts. The court
also directed the Bidhan-
nagar police to place on re-
cord the complaint that led
to the registration of the
FIR and the probe so far.

CBI arrests
three for links
to BRO funds
diversion case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed three people accused of
being linked to the alleged
misappropriation of funds
belonging to the Border
Road Organisation (BRO).

Among them is an Assis-
tant Engineer (Civil) of
BRO, Ladakh, and two la-
bour supply agents from
Kargil.

The Assistant Engineer
was officer in-charge of
Khaltse Batalik Sector. Al-
legedly he conspired with
two manpower supply
agents to misappropriate
funds by creating non-exis-
tent labourers; the money
was later deposited in his
account by the agents, ac-
cording to the agency.

The CBI has registered
four cases alleging misap-
propriation of BRO funds
in various projects in La-
dakh.

Domicile proof must
for driving licence in
Maharashtra from Aug.

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment will make the domi-
cile certificate mandatory
for obtaining a driving li-
cence from August 1, 2026,
as part of a new policy
aimed at streamlining the li-
censing process, Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik
told the State Assembly on
Tuesday.

He said the proposal for
the new driving licence
rules had been sent to the
Law and Judiciary Depart-
ment for approval and
would be implemented af-
ter receiving the necessary
clearance.

Replying to a question
raised by MLA Dilip Lande
during the Question Hour,
the Minister also said that
the government was taking
action against unauthor-
ised bike taxi services while
working on a regulatory fra-
mework to legalise and reg-

State govt. working
on a regulatory
framework to
legalise, regulate
bike taxi services

ulate the sector, generate
State revenue, and create
employment opportunities
for young people.

Under the proposed pol-
icy, bike taxi operators will
be required to pay a daily
fee of 35 to the government.
An additional %2 from every
ride will be deposited into a
welfare fund for drivers.

Strict action

Mr. Sarnaik said strict ac-
tion would continue against
drivers who violate traffic
rules or operate vehicles il-
legally. He said the Maha-
rashtra Bike Taxi Rules,
2025, include special provi-
sions to ensure the safety of
women, students, and mi-
nor passengers.

Scientists develop a health tracker
for high-altitude yaks in Himalayas

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

A team of scientists has de-
veloped an Internet of
Things (IoT)-based smart
system to monitor the
health of the high-altitude
yaks and keep tabs on their
movement near the inter-
national border in the
Himalayas.

The Indian yak (Bos
grunniens), often called
the ‘ship of the Himalayas’,
is an integral part of the
economy of mountain
dwellers, who depend on it
for meat, milk, and tran-
sportation.

Found at altitudes above
8,000 feet, this bovine ani-
mal has long been recog-
nised for its resilience and
adaptability to extreme
conditions. According to
the 20th Livestock Census,
India has about 58,000
yaks, almost half of them in
Ladakh. The rest are found
in Arunachal Pradesh, Sik-
kim, Himachal Pradesh,

1 o T Dt
high-altitude Himalayan region. A

and Uttarakhand.

Monitoring the health of
the yaks across the tough
Himalayan expanse has lit-
erally been an uphill task.
Yak specialists and brokpas
(yak farmers) also face
challenges due to livestock
movement in difficult-to-
access areas near the inter-
national border.

The newly developed
technology — a device at-
tached to an animal collar
— seeks to reduce these

Yaks are a vital livelihood resource for communities living in the

hurdles, according to Mihir
Sarkar, director of the In-
dian Council of Agricultu-
ral Research’s National Re-
search Centre on Yak
(NRC-Y) at Dirang in Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

He is one of four NRC-Y
scientists — the others are
Mokhtar Hussain, Vijay
Paul, and Dinamani Medhi
— who developed the dev-
ice, along with Rupesh
Mandal, Nupur Choudhu-
ry, Gitu Das, and Jyoti Ku-

mar Barman from the Gu-
wahati-based Assam Don
Bosco University.

The scientists said that
this IoT-based smart sys-
tem for geo-fencing and
monitoring the health of
yaks and predicting the
stress they undergo is de-
signed to address the chal-
lenges of yak management
in remote, high-altitude re-
gions, where continuous
physical monitoring of ani-
mals is often difficult.

“Yaks are a vital liveli-
hood resource for com-
munities living in the high-
altitude Himalayan region.
However, yak farmers often
face issues in tracking ani-
mal movement, detecting
health problems at an early
stage, and managing herds
spread across vast grazing
landscapes, often wander-
ing to areas difficult to ac-
cess,” Mr. Sarkar said.

“The newly developed
technology can assist farm-
ers by providing timely in-
formation,” he said.

December target set for completion of ‘less trouble-prone’ highway to Manipur

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

In peacetime, Manipur
prefers to travel or tran-
sport goods on National
Highway-2, a lifeline that
connects its capital Imphal
to the rest of the country
through Nagaland to the
north.

During periods of con-
flict, however, the State re-
luctantly falls back on the
other lifeline — the more ar-
duous National Highway-37,
connecting Imphal and As-
sam’s Silchar to the south-
west via the inter-State bor-
der town of Jiribam.

NH-37 becomes almost
unnavigable during the rai-
ny season every year, but it
has been a safer option
than NH-2 whenever Mani-
pur is on the boil. Inevita-
bly, NH-37 gained strategic
importance after the Kuki-
Meitei ethnic conflict that

erupted in May 2023, fol-
lowed by the Kuki-Naga
hostility, which led to inde-
finite blockades along the
hilly stretch of NH-2.

The State’s fate, partly
tied to the condition of its
highways, is expected to
change after December
2026, the target set by the
National Highways and In-
frastructure Development
Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL) to make NH-37
“comfortably motorable”.
The project includes repair-
ing six critical stretches—
Keiphundai, Shantikhunou,
Barak, Nungba, Rengpang,
and Irang — covering a total
of 39 km.

Meandering along the
110.6 km Imphal-Jiribam
railway line, targeted for
completion by December
2028, NH-37 is considered
vital for India’s Act East pol-
icy, which envisages unhin-
dered surface connectivity

National Highway-37 becomes almost unnavigable during the rainy season every year, but it has proved

to be a safer option than National Highway-2 whenever Manipur is on the boil. PTI

with Southeast Asia. Ac-
cordingly, the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways sanctioned a 1,300-
crore project in 2022 to wi-
den and upgrade 203 km of
the highway’s 224-km
length into an all-weather
road.

Officials said the Centre
has so far released 31,040
crore, or nearly 80% of the
sanctioned project cost.

The project includes
straightening the curves,
fortifying landslide-prone
areas and sink zones, and
replacing ageing Bailey
bridges with concrete ones
under seven separate pack-
ages. NHIDCL officials said
packages I and III have
been completed, while
work on the remaining five
packages is  85-90%
complete.

People using NH-37 said
that the travel time bet-
ween Imphal and Jiribam
has been reduced to 4-5
hours from 7-8 hours ear-
lier. However, they face the
“same old problems” of
potholes,  waterlogging,
and landslides during the
monsoon months.

According to  the
NHIDCL, recurring damage
during the rainy season has

been a major challenge to
completing the NH-37 up-
grade. Other challenges
have been technical, admi-
nistrative, and local.

NHIDCL deputy general
manager Rafique Ahmad
Choudhury said extensive
surveys, land disputes, nat-
ural calamities, and prot-
ests by villagers living along
the highway slowed the
project.

He said a major problem
arose when 488 house-
holds in the package II
stretch sought compensa-
tion for land that fell within
a protected forest.

“They were ineligible for
compensation under the
existing rules. The Manipur
government resolved the is-
sue by approving an ex gra-
tia payment of 70,000 per
household on humanitar-
ian grounds,” he told The
Hindu from Imphal, adding
that all other time-consum-

ing legal hurdles had been
resolved. He also said that a
dramatic increase in traffic
on NH-37 due to the closure
of NH-2 since the ethnic
conflict in May 2023 had ac-
celerated the wear and tear
on stretches under con-
struction, affecting the pro-
gress of work.

Allegations rejected
The All Manipur Road Tran-
sport Drivers and Motor
Workers’ Union, however,
faulted the NHIDCL’s pace
and quality of work. It
blamed repeated landslides
on steep vertical hill cutting
during road widening and
rainwater flowing across
the carriageway due to
blocked roadside drains.
The NHIDCL rejected
the allegations, claiming
that there had been no
compromise in the quality
of construction or mainte-
nance work.

Deviating from tradition is
hurting religious sentiments,
said Puri temple authorities

‘Stop ISKCON
from holding
untimely Rath
Yatra globally’

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

The Gajapati Maharaja and
chairman of Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Managing
Committee (SJTMC), Di-
byasingha Deb, has written
to President Droupadi Mur-
mu and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi seeking their
intervention to stop ISK-
CON from holding untime-
ly ‘Snan Yatra’ and Rath Ya-
tra of Lord Jagannath
across the globe by deviat-
ing from the age-old tradi-
tion and hurting religious
sentiments of millions of
devotees.

‘Deviating from norms’
Mr. Deb, the titular king of
Puri, said, “Despite several
requests, ISKCON have
been deviating from the
norms in sacred scriptures
and century-old tradition
while conducting festivals
of Lord Jagannath.” The
SJTMC is the highest policy-
making body of the 12th-
century temple in Puri.

In a letter to the Presi-
dent and Prime Minister on
July 4, Deb said, “I wish to
submit here that over the
last almost two decades,
consistent efforts on the
part of Shree Jagannath
Temple  Administration
(Puri) to resolve this vital is-
sue, as well as public state-
ments in this regard issued
by the Odisha government
from time to time, have
failed to stop the untimely
Shree Jagannath Yatras per-
formed by ISKCON in coun-
tries outside India.”
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‘Bridge Man of India’ Girish

Bharadwaj passes away

Girish Bharadwaj, who built over 140 hanging
footbridges across India, passed away at a
hospital at Sullia in Dakshina Kannada district of
Karnataka on Tuesday. He was 76. An
engineering graduate, he was known for his
low-cost bridges. Nearly 120 of the footbridges
provided connectivity in rural areas and the rest
served the interests of tourists. Popularly called
the ‘Bridge Man of India’, the Union Government
honoured him with the Padma Shri in 2017.

A.P. agency floats X14-crore

tender to build CJ’s residence

The Amaravati Growth and Infrastructure
Corporation Limited (AGICL) has floated a
competitive tender valued at over 14 crore for
the construction of the official residence of the
Chief Justice of the Andhra Pradesh High Court
near Nelapadu in Amaravati. The project is
scheduled to be completed within six months.
Only Special Class Civil contractors registered
with the Andhra Pradesh government are eligible

to participate.

96% of SIR forms distributed

across Telangana, says CEO

Distribution of enumeration forms as part of the
ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls across Telangana reached 96% by
the end of Tuesday, as per the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer. Nirmal is the only district where
all forms were distributed. Hyderabad saw 81.5%
distribution of forms. However, it lags behind in
their digitisation. Digitisation takes place after the
booth-level officer collects the filled-in forms and
uploads them onto the designated app.

Contractor’s failure to remove
debris led to tragedy, says CM

Satheesan says Disaster Management Authority had directed contractor to remove debris from

tunnel site on June 20; he expresses concern over safety at national highway construction sites

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala Chief Minis-
l( ter V.D. Satheesan
on Tuesday said

the excavated soil and de-
bris stacked near the tun-
nel construction site at Kal-
ladi in Wayanad led to the
debris slip tragedy, adding
that the contractor compa-
ny had ignored directions
to remove it.

Konkan Railway Corpo-
ration Ltd. had entrusted
the tunnel project with a
private contractor.

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Satheesan said that on
June 20, the Wayanad Col-
lector and the District Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity had directed the
contractor to clear the ex-
cavated soil from the site.

The Public Works Minis-
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Rain of worry: A

tunnel project in Wayanad district of Kerala on Tuesday. pTI

ter had instructed the con-
tractor to remove the de-
bris, but the directions
were not complied with.
“The accumulated soil had
turned muddy,” he said.
However, Dilip Buildcon
Limited, the firm entrusted
with the construction

work, said the project was
being executed in strict
compliance with all applic-
able safety and environ-
mental protocols.

Yellow alert
Asked whether heavy rain
had triggered the tragedy,

the Chief Minister said only
a yellow alert had been is-
sued for the district on
Monday. “The tragedy was
not caused by the alert, but
by the failure to remove
the piled-up soil despite re-
peated instructions,” he
said.

‘Man-made disaster’
Agriculture Minister T. Sid-
dique termed the incident
a ‘man-made disaster,
blaming the unscientific
dumping of excavated soil.

The Chief Minister also
expressed concern over
the safety of national high-
way construction works
across the State. He said
the government had also
received complaints that
safety norms were not be-
ing strictly followed at sev-
eral national highway pro-
ject sites.

“Tunnel project destabilised the slope
and disrupted free flow of rainwater’

Sam Paul A.
KOZHIKODE

Ariff, a cleaning staffer at a
hotel at Kalladi in Waya-
nad, vividly recalls the ter-
rifying moments when the
debris slip struck the area

on Tuesday.
“I heard a loud roar.
Within seconds, water,

mud and debris came
rushing down. Vehicles on
the road were engulfed by

the mud,” Mr. Ariff says,
and adds that he and his
colleagues ran for safety.

The incident occurred
after 11 a.m.; there was not
much construction activity
at the site over the past two
weeks, following direc-
tions from the district ad-
ministration in view of the
monsoon rains.

According to experts
and residents of the area,
following heavy down-

pour, the concrete-sprayed
slope on the left side of the
tunnel and the underlying
soil gave way. The sliding
mass also carried soil from
the forested area above,
while soil and construction
debris dumped below in-
tensified the impact.

C.K. Vishnudas, execu-
tive director of the Hume
Centre for Ecology and
Wildlife Biology, described
the Kalladi tragedy as an

“engineering  failure-in-
duced disaster” rather
than a natural landslide,
arguing that extensive
modifications to the ter-
rain for the under-con-
struction tunnel project
had destabilised the slope.

Mr. Vishnudas said the
project might have disrupt-
ed the area’s natural drain-
age, preventing rainwater
from flowing freely into the
river.

Senthilbalaji seeks
anticipatory bail in
MLA bribery case

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

Former DMK Minister and
incumbent  Coimbatore
South MLA V. Senthilbalaji
has approached the Ma-
dras High Court, seeking
anticipatory bail in the
TVK MLA bribery case.

The advance bail peti-
tion is expected to be listed
for hearing before Justice
G.K. Ilanthiraiyan, holding
the MP/MLA portfolio, on
Wednesday, when an anti-
cipatory bail petition filed
by Mr. Senthilbalaji’s
brother R.V. Ashok Kumar
in the same case is also ex-
pected to be listed for
hearing.

In his petition, the form-
er Minister contended that
his name does not figure in
the FIR registered by the
Greater Chennai Police re-
garding the alleged bribe
offered to the MLA, and
yet, the police were trying
to drag him into the case
due to political motives.

The case relates to the
FIR registered by the Tri-
plicane police in Chennai
on June 30, on the basis of
a complaint lodged by TVK
MLA N. Elaiyaraja on June
29. The MLA had alleged
that he was offered a bribe
of T35 crore.

According to the com-
plainant, he had received a
phone call on June 26. The
caller identified himself as
Thirunavukarasu, of a priv-
ate entity named Indian
Political Democratic Strate-
gies, involved in conduct-
ing political surveys, and
insisted on meeting the
MLA in person to discuss
an “irresistible offer from

V. Senthilbalaji

an important party”.

However, the MLA re-
portedly told the caller it
would not be possible to
meet him in person, and
asked him to proceed with
the discussion on the
phone. The caller conti-
nued to insist on meeting
the MLA in person, forcing
the latter to end the call.
Thereafter, the MLA re-
ceived several calls from
the same number through
WhatsApp, but did not
pick them up.

Finally, when the MLA
picked up one of those
calls, the caller reportedly
told him “the TVK-led go-
vernment would not last
long”. The caller also said
that there was a plan to
move a resolution against
Tamil Nadu Assembly
Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar,
and that the MLA would be
given 335 crore if he agrees
to vote against the TVK
whip when the resolution
is moved in the House.

The legislator claimed
that when he said he was
not inclined to agree to any
such deal, the caller threa-
tened him, saying he and
his family members would
face consequences if their
conversation gets leaked.
After that, the MLA had
lodged the complaint.

Modi to open
A.Ps new
international
airport this
month-end

K. Srinivasa Rao
VIZIANAGARAM

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate
the new international air-
port at Bhogapuram, near
Visakhapatnam, later this
month, according to a ten-
tative schedule cleared by
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), Union Minister for
Civil Aviation K. Rammo-
han Naidu said on
Tuesday.

With the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament sche-
duled to commence on Ju-
ly 20, the Prime Minister is
expected to choose a wee-
kend date after the session
begins, sources said.

Mr. Naidu conducted a
high-level review at the air-
port site. Though intended
to serve north coastal And-
hra Pradesh, the airport is
located in Vizianagaram
district. It is named after
freedom fighter Alluri
Seetharama Raju.

Several challenges
The airport, first proposed
in 2014, has been complet-
ed after a prolonged pro-
cess marked by land acqui-
sition and other
challenges. The Telugu De-
sam Party government
(2014-19) initiated land ac-
quisition, which was conti-
nued by the YSR Congress
Party government (2019-
24). The YSRCP govern-
ment selected the GMR
Group as the developer,
while the present TDP-led
government facilitated the
project by resolving pend-
ing issues and providing
about 2,200 acres of land.
Once commercial oper-
ations commence at Bho-
gapuram, passenger ser-
vices will shift from the
Visakhapatnam airport.
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Busy hands

Monsoon boost: Workers transplant paddy seedlings on a field in Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh on Tuesday. With monsoon rains
picking up, kharif cultivation has gathered momentum across the State. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

Karnataka Minister accuses
Centre of selling HMT land

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Hitting back at Union Mi-
nister for Heavy Industries
and Steel H.D. Kumaraswa-
my on the HMT forest land
issue, Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Minister
Eshwar Khandre on Tues-
day accused the Centre of
selling forest land illegally
for real estate businesses.
“The latest order is to
vacate the forest land.
There is no scope for real
estate deals. In fact, it is
[the Central government-
owned] HMT that is squat-
ting on forest land. HMT is
illegally using forest land
for commercial purposes,”
Mr. Khandre, who earlier
held the Forest portfolio,
told presspersons at Bidar.
While the Deputy Con-
servator of Forest, Benga-

“This is the property
of seven crore
Kannadigas. The
HMT affidavit in SC
puts the land value
at 314,000 crore’

luru Urban district, has
through a 64 A inquiry un-
der the Karnataka Forest
Act, 1963, asked HMT to
hand over 430 acres, Mr.
Kumaraswamy on Monday
alleged that it was the State
government’s move to con-
vert the land into real
estate.

“The Karnataka Forest
Act, 1963, states that once a
forest always a forest.
When the court has de-
clared this as a forest,
where is the option to con-
vert it into real estate busi-
ness?” the Minister asked,

adding that the Supreme
Court has also ruled that
forest land will remain as
forest always.

On Mr. Kumaraswamy’s
allegations that there were
buildings on the land at
present, Mr. Khandre said
280 acres of land has plan-
tations and retains the cha-
racter of a forest. “This is
the property of seven crore
Kannadigas and the affida-
vit by HMT in Supreme
Court puts the land value
at 314,000 crore. I had an-
nounced the creation of a
biopark on 444 acres,
which will be a bigger lung
space than Lalbagh and
Cubbon Park. Let Mr. Kum-
araswamy first revive
NMDC and VISL. If he is
keen on developing indus-
tries, let him create large
ones in Kalyana Karnataka
and provide jobs,” he said.

Kerala to probe 23
‘suspicious’ deaths

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Home Minister Ra-
mesh Chennithala has or-
dered a review of 23 “sus-
picious deaths” of
adolescents and minors in
Palakkad during 2010 to
2023.

The Minister’s office
said the Deputy Inspector
General of Police, Thrissur
Range, T. Narayanan, who
has jurisdiction over the
Palakkad police district,
will head the review.

A civic forum chaired by
K. Salil Lal Ahmed, a public
interest litigator, met Mr.
Chennithala at his office on
Tuesday. Officials said the
forum had flagged the
deaths, including those by

suspected suicide, in sever-
al adjacent locations along
the Palakkad-Tamil Nadu
region. The forum had ear-
lier moved the Kerala High
Court, seeking a Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe on the ground
that several of the “vic-
tims” bore signs of ante-
mortem injuries and signs
of sexual abuse.

The court had ordered a
CBI inquiry and sought a
preliminary report.

Officials said that the lo-
cal police and subsequent-
ly the Crime Branch had
probed several of the cases
and found no foul play. Ho-
wever, the forum told Mr.
Chennithala that several of
the cases had been closed
prematurely.

Kerala school taps World Cup fever
to support State’s anti-drug campaign

M.P. Praveen
KOCHI

The SNDP Higher Secon-
dary School at Udayampe-
roor, on the outskirts of Ko-
chi, has virtually
transformed into a FIFA
World Cup football village
under a novel initiative
that harnesses football fev-
er to support the Kerala go-
vernment’s anti-drug cam-
paign, Operation Toofan.
Forty-eight classrooms
in the school, which has
over 3,500 students, have
each been assigned one of
the 48 teams participating
in the global showpiece
through a draw of lots con-
ducted by class leaders.
Jerseys and giant flags of all
participating teams are be-
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Participants take part in a goal-scoring campaign at SNDP Higher

Secondary School, Udayamperoor. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ing prepared, while cut-
outs of star players carry-
ing anti-drug messages will
be displayed across the
campus.

“A  goal-scoring cam-
paign has also been ar-
ranged to draw popular

support for the fight
against drugs. Participants
will sign a register main-
tained at the school before
kicking the ball, as we aim
to contribute maximum
signatures to the one mil-
lion targeted by the State

government under Opera-
tion Toofan. A mega flash
mob in our school ground
is also part of the plan,”
said Reeja D., school
Principal.

“We are planning to
dedicate each day to peo-
ple from different catego-
ries such as literary figures,
sports personalities, and
people’s representatives,”
said Beena T. Rajesh, Head-
mistress.

“The valedictory func-
tion will be a colourful af-
fair. Everyone will dress in
the jerseys of their favou-
rite teams,” said Smitha Ka-
run, Malayalam faculty
member. Home Minister
Ramesh Chennithala is ex-
pected to attend the
function.

Navy joins
search for A.P.
fishermen

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

The search and rescue op-
eration for the missing fish-
ermen continued on a war
footing on Tuesday, with
the Indian Coast Guard
and the Navy deploying
ships and helicopters to
trace them.

The fishermen went
missing off Visakhapatnam
on Saturday after their
boat capsized.

Briefing the media on
the search operation, Dis-
trict Collector M. Abhishikt
Kishore said coastal patrol
teams too had intensified
their search. One of the
fishermen, K. Chinna, who
was rescued on July 6, is
being treated at KIMS.
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CJP’s X account
back online after
High Court order

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The original X handle of
the Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) has become accessi-
ble after the Delhi High
Court on Tuesday directed
its restoration. The Centre
informed the Bench that it
no longer had any objec-
tion to unblocking the
account.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma passed the order
while hearing a petition
filed by CJP founder Abhi-
jeet Dipke challenging the
government’s decision to
withhold the account in In-
dia. Appearing for the
Centre, Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta told the
court that the account had
been blocked as a precau-
tionary measure before the
June 21 NEET (UG) re-test.
Now that the exam was ov-
er, he said, the Centre had
“no difficulty” if the ac-
count was unblocked.

The Solicitor-General
said the precautionary
measure was taken over
the argument that certain
posts on the account had
the potential to create con-
fusion and panic among
the lakhs of candidates and
parents. “Several posts
would have created chaos
among the students and
their parents. Of course,

Abhijeet Dipke

now the examination is ov-
er,” Mr. Mehta said.

“Since NEET is already
over, the primary concern
is no longer of any rele-
vance. In these circum-
stances, the order is re-
voked. The petition is
allowed,” Justice Sharma
ordered.

During earlier proceed-
ings, senior advocate Akhil
Sibal, appearing for Mr.
Dipke, argued that the
CJP’s content was “pure sa-
tire”, and contended that if
the authorities found any
individual posts objection-
able, only those specific
posts should have been
restricted.

The CJP emerged on so-
cial media in May as a satir-
ical digital movement fol-
lowing controversy
surrounding remarks
made by Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant.

Four States reach a pact on
Narmada project payments

Union Home Minister says that issue of pending payments had remained unresolved for a long

time and it had been settled amicably; water and electricity have reached all four States, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he States of Maha-
I rashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh reached
an agreement on Tuesday
on the settlement of pend-
ing payment issues among
the Narmada Award benef-
iciary States.

The agreement was
signed in the presence of
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Union Minister of Jal
Shakti C.R. Patil. Chief Mi-
nisters Devendra Fadnavis
(Maharashtra), Bhupendra
Patel (Gujarat), Bhajan Lal
Sharma (Rajasthan) and
Mohan Yadav (Madhya
Pradesh) signed the agree-
ment, which relates to the
cost-sharing arrangements
for the construction of the
Sardar Sarovar Project.

Under the agreement,
the payments to be made
towards the final settle-
ment of pending dues
have  been  resolved
through a one-time settle-
ment. Mr. Shah said that
the issue of pending pay-
ments under the Narmada
Award had remained unre-
solved among the four
States for a long time, and
that it had been resolved
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Common platform: Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister of Jal Shakti C. R. Patil with the
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Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. PTI

amicably on Tuesday. He
said that with the comple-
tion of the dam, water and
electricity have reached
every part of the four
States.

He added that while the
benefits accruing to Rajas-
than may appear modest
at first glance, the areas
that have received Narma-
da waters have witnessed a
transformation in both the
value of the land and the
fortunes of the farmers.

The Union Home Minis-
ter said that let it be Guja-
rat, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Haryana or

Maharashtra, the water ul-
timately served the people
of the country, especially
the farmers. Regardless of
which part of the country
the water is utilised in, the
ultimate beneficiary will
be an Indian, he said.

Water-sharing issues

Recently, significant pro-
gress has also been made
in resolving long-standing
water-sharing issues bet-
ween States, such as those
concerning the Kishau
Dam project in Himachal
Pradesh and the water dis-
pute between Rajasthan

and Haryana, officials said.
On June 29, Rajasthan and
Haryana signed an agree-
ment for the construction
and implementation of the
Yamuna Water Project, re-
solving a nearly three-de-
cade-old issue.
Additionally, on June 16,
Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh, Haryana, and Rajas-
than agreed to sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the im-
plementation of the Kishau
Multipurpose Project to re-
juvenate the Yamuna river.
(With PTI inputs)

Plea claims ‘silent
compulsion’ in
E20 petrol roll-out

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A petition has been filed in
the Supreme Court claim-
ing an element of “silent
compulsion” in the E20 pe-
trol roll-out, while seeking
full disclosure on chemical
composition and safe-
guards that may be in place
in the case of legacy
vehicles.

The petition, filed by Su-
preme Court advocate and
petitioner-in-person  Na-
rendra Kumar Goswami,
besides invoking the fun-
damental freedoms of
equal treatment by the law,
and the right to earn a live-
lihood and lead a dignified
life, raised Article 300A
(right to property) and the
Consumer Protection Act
of 2019 to contend that the
right to know the composi-
tion, quality, standard, and
compatibility consequenc-
es of a product was not a
“decorative consumer slo-
gan but a constitutional re-
quirement when the state
itself creates a nationwide
compulsory market”.

Mr. Goswami said etha-
nol was not an inert addi-
tive. “Ethanol is hygro-
scopic, may affect certain
fuel-system materials, has
lower energy density than
petrol, and may have im-
plications for fuel efficien-

Right to know the
composition, quality,
and compatibility
effects of a product

a constitutional
requirement: petition

cy, engine performance,

maintenance,  warranty
and longterm vehicle
health,” the petitioner

contended.

The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) had issued
a separate E20 specifica-
tion and the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways had created a stag-
gered compatibility sche-
dule, showing that E20
compatibility was “not un-
iversal but vehicle-specif-
ic”, the lawyer said.

“The petition does not
seek to roll back India’s
ethanol-blending policy.
The contention in the peti-
tion is that a welfare policy
cannot be implemented by
keeping citizens in the
dark about what they are
buying, whether their veh-
icles can safely use it, and
whether they have any
meaningful alternative,”
Mr. Goswami said.

The petition has sought
the constitution of an inde-
pendent expert committee
to examine “real-world
E20 compatibility”.

SC turns down DMK plea for
judicial bar on TVK remarks

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said imposing a
judicial bar on Tamil Na-
du’s ruling Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) leaders
from making public state-
ments linking political riv-
als with the Karur stam-
pede may amount to an
injunction on  “free
speech”.

The court advised the
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) to make its own
counter speeches, and bat-
tle “free speech” with
“more speech”, rather
than try for a judicial gag.

The remarks by a Bench
headed by Justice K.V. Vis-
wanathan came during the
hearing of a plea alleging
that TVK Ministers were

making false accusations
and “threats” against polit-
ical opponents in connec-
tion with the stampede.

The Karur tragedy had
left 41 dead and 142 injured
during a TVK rally on Sep-
tember 27 last year. The
top court had ordered a
probe by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation into
the stampede on October
13, 2025.

Senior advocate Ranyjit
Kumar, appearing for the
DMK’s organising secre-
tary R.S. Bharathi, said
TVK Ministers like Mr. Ar-
juna, who is also among
the accused, must be res-
trained from making any
such public statements
during the pendency of the
investigation.

“That may amount to an
injunction on free speech,

Mr. Kumar. Which law
sanctions it? You also make
your speeches, you coun-
ter free speech with more
speech,” Justice Viswa-
nathan remarked.

The Bench questioned
the propriety of entertain-
ing a DMK plea for im-
pleadment in a case in
which it had ordered a CBI
investigation and was mon-
itoring progress. The court
referred to Mr. Bharathi’s
submission in the applica-
tion that he would be filing
a contempt petition
against the public state-
ments allegedly made by
TVK leaders. Justice Viswa-
nathan said the court
could not be converted in-
to a political forum.

Mr. Kumar, acting on in-
structions, finally chose to
withdraw the application.

-B to establish its

first overseas campus
in Indonesia: Modi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday an-
nounced that the Indian
Institute of Management,
Bangalore (IIM-B) would
establish its first campus in
Indonesia, describing the
initiative as a major step to-
wards strengthening edu-
cational ties and benefiting
students across the ASEAN
region.

The announcement was
made during Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit to Indonesia in a joint
press statement with Indo-
nesian President Prabowo
Subianto.The  proposed
campus will be set up at
the Singhasari Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) in Ma-

lang and is aimed at ad-

vancing the
internationalisation of In-
dia’s higher education
ecosystem.

The campus will offer
programmes focused on
areas such as global supply
chains, digital transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence,
climate and sustainability,
and healthcare manage-
ment. The curriculum will
also include interactions
with industry leaders and

eminent academicians.
The initiative will be im-
plemented through a

memorandum of under-
standing between IIM Ban-
galore and PT Intelegensia
Grahatama , the managing
and development entity of
the Singhasari SEZ.

HC upholds uniform legal
marriage age for all religions

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court
has held that the minimum
age of marriage prescribed
under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act
(PCMA), 2006, applies to
all citizens irrespective of
religion, observing that the
Muslim personal law prin-
ciple recognising puberty
as the age of marriage can-
not override the provisions
of the Central law.

The observations were
made in a judgment pro-
nounced on July 1 by a Divi-
sion Bench of Justice ].J.
Munir and Justice Achal
Sachdev while hearing a
writ petition seeking to
quash an FIR registered
against 19 people in con-
nection with the alleged at-

tempt to solemnise the
marriage of a 16-year-old
girl in Bulandshahr district
of Uttar Pradesh in
February.

The petitioners argued
that under the Muslim per-
sonal law, a girl who has at-
tained puberty is compe-
tent to marry, and that the
PCMA does not override
the Shariat. They also re-
lied on provisions of the In-
dian Majority Act, 1875,
and the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application
Act, 1937.

The Bench acknow-
ledged that High Courts
across the country have ta-
ken divergent views on
whether marriages involv-
ing Muslim minors are go-
verned by Muslim personal
law or by the PCMA, and
the Protection of Children

from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012. Howev-
er, it agreed with the rea-
soning adopted by the Ker-
ala High Court in Moidutty
Musliyar v. Sub Inspector,
Vadakkencherry Police Sta-
tion, which held that per-
sonal law cannot override
the statutory prohibition
on child marriage or dilute
the operation of the POC-
SO Act.

“The age of marriage, in
our considered opinion,
for every citizen of the
country, irrespective of re-
ligion, is that which is spelt
out by the PCMA,” the
court said. It added that
permitting the marriage of
a person below 18 years
would be inconsistent with
the POCSO Act, which cri-
minalises sexual relations
with a child.

WhatsApp username debate brings
informational privacy to the fore

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

What is perhaps sui generis
(unique) about the What-
SApp “username” debate is
that both the instant mes-
saging platform and the
Centre, in different ways,
ultimately seek the same
objective: protecting the
informational privacy of
users.

The Supreme Court, in
its August 2017 judgment
delivered by a nine-judge
Bench, held that “informa-
tional privacy” is a facet of
the fundamental right to
privacy under Article 21 of
the Constitution. The court
recognised that threats to
privacy in the information
age could arise not only
from the state but also
from non-state actors.

WhatsApp claims that
its optional “username”
feature, publicly an-
nounced on June 29 but
yet to be rolled out in In-
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WhatsApp says the optional
feature enhances privacy, but
the Centre is wary of cyber risks.

dia, enhances user privacy.
A username would prevent
a user’s phone number
from being accessed by so-
meone who does not alrea-
dy have it.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), ho-
wever, is apprehensive that
the feature could lead to an
increase in cybercrime. In
its communication to
WhatsApp, the Ministry
listed an array of online
crimes that could compro-
mise informational priva-

cy. These included online
fraud, phishing, digital ar-
rest scams, impersonation
and identity spoofing, in-
cluding impersonation of
individuals, public authori-
ties, financial institutions
and government agencies,
by permitting the adoption
of usernames closely re-
sembling those of genuine
persons or institutions.

Critics argue that the go-
vernment cannot inter-
vene in a company’s
launch of a lawful feature
without a clear statutory
basis. The government, ho-
wever, may contend that
its communication seeking
clarification from What-
SApp on the feature is con-
sistent with the legitimate
aims of the state to protect
national security and safe-
guard public welfare.

The 2017 judgment in
the Justice K.S. Puttaswa-
my case observed that
while the “web is a source
of lawful activity”, con-
cerns of national security
also arise because “the
seamless structure of the

web can be exploited by
terrorists to wreak havoc
on societies. Cyber attacks
can threaten financial
systems”.

However, the Constitu-
tion Bench also held that
any encroachment on pri-
vacy must be justified by a
fair law, backed by a legiti-
mate aim, and must satisfy
the test of proportionality.

While observing that
“law and technology sel-
dom mix like oil and wa-
ter”, the top court, in the
Anuradha Bhasin case,
posed a pertinent ques-
tion: “What do we need
more, liberty or security?”

“Although the choice is
seemingly challenging, we
need to clear ourselves
from the platitude of rhe-
toric and provide a mea-
ningful answer so that ev-
ery citizen has adequate
security and sufficient li-
berty. The pendulum of
preference should not
swing in either extreme di-
rection so that one prefe-
rence compromises the
other,” the court had said.

Amarnath yatra sees uptick
in pilgrims; record 1.3 lakh
visit shrine in first five days

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

The ongoing Amarnath ya-
tra in south Kashmir on
Tuesday registered a re-
cord number of 1.13 lakh
devotees visiting the cave
shrine, at an altitude of
nearly 3,888 metres, in the
first five days of the 57-day
annual pilgrimage.

“So far, more than 1.13
lakh devotees have per-
formed darshan at the holy
cave. Our goal is to make
this pilgrimage a truly
memorable experience for
everyone and they have ac-
cess to the best possible
amenities. Safety, security
and hassle-free darshan of
Baba Barfani must remain
our top priority,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also chair-
man of the Shri Amarnath
Shrine Board.

Officials

said over

20,000 pilgrims paid obei-
sance at the shrine on
Tuesday. This pushed the

A g

Pilgrims proceed towards the holy cave shrine of Amarnath during

the ongoing ‘Amarnath Yatra’ in Ganderbal district on Tuesday. PTI

number of devotees visit-
ing the shrine to 1.3 lakh,
which is a record.

The numbers are show-
ing an upward trend a year
after militants attacked
tourists at Pahalgam, one
of the twin routes, in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag and
killed around 26 civilians.
The attack negatively im-
pacted the turnout of de-
votees last year. Only 3.5
lakh pilgrims visited the

shrine in 2025 against 5.12
lakh in 2024.

Mr. Sinha urged all sta-
keholders to work together
in close coordination to
make this year’s yatra truly
historic and set a bench-
mark for spiritual tourism
across the country.

“Such a collective effort
can create a model that in-
spires similar pilgrimages
nationwide,” said Mr.
Sinha.

CBI files first
chargesheet
in 34,097 cr.
RCFL case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation on Tuesday
filed the first chargesheet
against seven accused in
the Reliance Commercial
Finance Limited (RCFL)
case.

Reliance Infrastructure
Ltd., Reliance Home Fi-
nance Ltd. (RHFL), and
five former senior execu-
tives of RCFL — then direc-
tor Devang Pravin Mody,
directors Ravindra So-
mayajula Rao and Dhanan-
jay Bhagwanprasad Tiwari,
executive risk officer Ra-
jesh Krishnamoorthy, and
former chief risk officer

Lav Chaturvedi — have
been named.
They have been accused

of criminal conspiracy, and
cheating with intent to
cause huge losses to public
sector banks. The total loss
was estimated at 34,097
crore. The CBI has so far
arrested three accused per-
sons in the case.
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RSS-VHP ‘captured’
administration of
temple, says Gehlot

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
sharpened its attack on the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
the Sangh Parivar over the
alleged embezzlement of
donations at the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya, with form-
er Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot accusing the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
of having “captured” the
temple administration “in
an unauthorised manner”.
Mr. Gehlot alleged that
the subsequent action was
aimed at “whitewashing”
the scandal rather than fix-
ing accountability. He said
the sequence of events —
denial, constitution of a
Special Investigation
Team, registration of an
FIR and then resignations
— pointed to an attempt to
contain the fallout while
protecting those at the top.
“First they said nothing
has happened. Then came
the SIT, then the FIR, then
the resignations. There is
an attempt to whitewash
the entire issue,” he added,
a day after the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust accepted the
resignations of its general
secretary, Champat Rai,
and member Anil Mishra.
He said the controversy
had punctured the moral
and political claims of the
Sangh Parivar on the Ram
Temple movement. “Their
real face has been ex-
posed. Their style of func-
tioning, character and the
face is now in front of the
country,” he said.

Ashok Gehlot

Mr. Gehlot argued that
the BJP and the RSS for de-
cades had reaped political
dividends from the Ram
Mandir issue but were now
unwilling to answer for the
alleged wrongdoing in an
institution built on public
faith and donations.

‘PM can’t remain silent’

The Congress leader said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi could not remain si-
lent on allegations of
“chanda chori” in a temple
project that the BJP had
projected as the fulfilment
of its ideological promise.

Mr. Gehlot said Mr. Modi
had taken full political ow-
nership of the temple and
must now explain what
had transpired under a
“double-engine  govern-
ment”.

In a post on X, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh de-
scribed the alleged theft of
donations as a “grave be-
trayal of the faith” of crores
of devotees.

He repeated the party’s
demand for dissolution of
the trust, a Supreme Court-
monitored probe and a pu-
blic disclosure of all dona-
tions made to the temple.

Staff stole cash, security
protocols not enforced:
Ram Temple SIT report

CCTV footage shows some counting staff hiding currency notes in clothes, pockets, and shoes;

SIT identified procedural flaws in management of donations, to conduct re-audit of accounts

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

he Special Investi-
T gation Team (SIT)
appointed by the

Uttar Pradesh government
to probe the Ram Temple
Trust embezzlement case
has found prima facie
proof of stealing and pilfer-
age during the counting of
donations at the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple.

A part of the report,
submitted on June 23 and
accessed by The Hindu,
says the team reviewed
CCTV footage from April 27
to June 5, which captured
certain counting staff hid-
ing bundles of notes and
cash in their clothes, pock-
ets, shoes, and other areas.
It documented occasions
when other employees
seemed to assist or protect
such actions.

According to the SIT, the
footage revealed around
70 instances of suspected
theft. The report added
that based on employee
testimonies and inconsis-
tencies between the count-
ed cash and bank deposits,
similar incidents may have
occurred prior to April 27.
However, the lack of earlier
CCTV footage hindered
evaluation of their scope.

The SIT gathered testi-
monies from Trust offi-
cials, bank personnel, se-
curity staff, and counting
employees, in addition to
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Closer look: So far, eight accused have been arrested in connection

with the embezzlement case. FILE PHOTO

bank records, seizure doc-
uments, and standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs).

On Trust’s SOPs

The report indicated that
mandated security proto-
cols, such as frisking, bio-
metric attendance, limita-
tions on personal items,
CCTV surveillance, and
other protective measures
outlined in the Trust’s
SOPs were not properly en-
forced.

It concluded that these
shortcomings fostered an
environment conducive to
theft and pilferage. Addi-
tionally, the SIT identified
procedural flaws in the
management of valuable
donations, including irreg-
ularities in documenta-
tion, weighing, and sealing

processes. Based on CCTV
footage, recovery records,
financial documents and
witness statements, the re-
port said that Avinash
Shukla, Anukalp Mishra,
Lavkush Mishra, Manish
Kumar Yadav, Karunesh
Pandey, and Ramashankar
Mishra had prima facie in-
volvement in the matter.

It said Mr. Shukla and
Mr. Yadav were repeatedly
seen removing or conceal-
ing cash, while the others
were seen assisting or en-
gaging in similar acts.

The SIT is likely to con-
duct a re-audit of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust’s accounts
for the past five years after
the initial findings suggest-
ed large-scale anomalies
and irregularities. The re-

audit is likely to cover con-
struction-related expendi-
ture as well as jewellery
and other gold and silver
items received as dona-
tions.

The SIT team will also
carry out a detailed scruti-
ny of the Trust’s financial
records for the five-year
period.

Eight accused, the six
named above and Ram
Shankar Yadav and Sub-
hash Srivastava, have been
arrested in connection
with the case and remand-
ed in 14-day judicial custo-
dy since June 29. The case
has been posted for next
hearing on July 13. A court
in Ayodhya approved one-
day police custody of Mr.
Pandey, Mr. Lavkush, and
Mr. Anukalp.

‘Deeper conspiracy’
Vibhuti Narain Rai, a form-
er Director-General-rank
officer of Uttar Pradesh
Police, said CCTV record of
a very limited period was
the “tip of the iceberg”.

“If CCTV records bet-
ween April 27 and June 5
are available, then the evi-
dence is only a tip of the
iceberg of a bigger organ-
ised corruption, as during
the Maha Kumbh, the foot-
fall of pilgrims was much
higher and donation
amount would have been
very high. It might have
been stolen by an organ-
ised racket,” said Mr. Rai.

Three-member panel
to probe Badrinath
Temple ‘irregularities’

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Amid complaints of alleged
irregularities in the han-
dling of donations and of-
ferings at the Badrinath
Temple, the Uttarakhand
government on Tuesday
constituted a three-mem-
ber high-level committee
to investigate the matter.

According to an order is-
sued by Tourism Secretary
Dheeraj Singh Garbyal, the
committee will be headed
by Garhwal Commissioner
Anand Swaroop. The other
members are Sandeep Ti-
wari, Managing Director,
National Health Mission,
and Jagat Singh Chauhan,
Director (Finance) in the
office of the Director-Gen-
eral, Medical and Health
Services.

The committee has
been tasked with conduct-
ing a comprehensive inves-
tigation into the alleged ir-
regularities related to

donations and offerings re-
ceived by the temple, and
submit its report, along
with recommendations, to
the government within 15
days.

The order authorises
the panel to seek assis-
tance or expert opinion
from any official or other
person considered neces-
sary during the course of
the inquiry.

Staffer suspended

The development coincid-
ed with disciplinary action
by the Shri Badrinath-Ke-
darnath Temple Commit-
tee, which suspended Pra-
mod Nautiyal, personal
assistant attached to the of-
fice of the panel’s chair-
man, with immediate ef-
fect. Mr. Nautiyal was
issued a show-cause notice
on July 3 after prima facie
allegations of serious irreg-
ularities in the discharge of
his official duties surfaced,
according to the panel.

Will respond after
final report: Champat

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Senior VHP leader Cham-
pat Rai said on Tuesday
that he would respond to
all allegations against him
only after the SIT probing
the alleged donation theft
case at Ram Temple sub-
mits its final report.

In a letter addressed to
the “devotees of Lord

Ram”, the former general
secretary of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust said several
“false narratives” and
“baseless allegations” had
been circulated against
him since the alleged theft
came to light , but he had
maintained silence. “I will
give detailed answers to all
the  questions  being
raised,” he said.

Panel unlikely to finish
report on simultaneous
polls by Monsoon Session

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Joint
Committee reviewing the
Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
which aims to introduce si-
multaneous elections, is
unlikely to meet its dea-
dline and submit a report
during the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament.

The panel, headed by
Lok Sabha member and se-
nior Bharatiya Janata Party
leader P.P. Chaudhary, is
going to Uttar Pradesh on
July 9 for consultations.
Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Chaudhary said, “We will
be visiting more States and
speaking to a wider base of
stakeholders. This is going
to be one of the defining re-
forms in our post-Indepen-
dent history. We have
some more work remain-
ing.” In Uttar Pradesh, he

P. P. Chaudhary

said, the panel would meet

government representa-
tives and Opposition
leaders.

Commiittee’s deadline
The panel’s deadline had
been fixed for the first day
of the last week of the up-
coming Parliament ses-
sion. It is likely to seek an
extension again.

The panel, formed in
December 2024, has held
18 meetings in Delhi. So far,

six former Chief Justices of
India have spoken to the
panel. Among them, Jus-
tice U.U. Lalit and Justice
Sanjiv Khanna have argued
that the Bill runs afoul of
the Basic Structure of the
Constitution as protected
by the Kesavananda Bha-
rati judgment.

But four former CJIs,
Justice B.R. Gavai, Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, and Justice
J. S. Khehar, told the panel
that the Bill does not vio-
late the Basic Structure.

The committee has to
address several tricky
questions to enable syn-
chronisation of the elec-
tion cycles.

It is considering a provi-
sion that would bar the in-
troduction of a no-confi-
dence motion against an
incumbent government if
only one year of its term re-
mains.

CPI(M) leader faces
‘egg attack’ in West
Bengal, blames BJP

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Amid the growing ‘egg at-
tacks’ on Opposition lead-
ers in West Bengal, Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist) leader Minakshi
Mukherjee was targeted in
a similar incident when
eggs were hurled at her car
in Cooch Behar on Tues-
day.

This is the first time a
Left leader has faced such
an attack after several se-
nior Trinamool Congress
leaders across the State
were attacked with eggs
following the party’s rout
in the Assembly election.

Local BJP leaders car-
ried out the attack, the CPI
(M) leaders alleged.

Ms. Mukherjee was in
Cooch Behar’s Sitalkuchi
area to meet the family of a
deceased party worker,
Montu Miya, when she was
attacked. She documented

She was in Cooch
Behar’s Sitalkuchi
area to meet the
family of a deceased

party worker

the attack in a video re-
leased on her social media
handles. She accused the
local police of inaction ov-
er the death of her party
worker, and on the inci-
dent with eggs.

“All of this happened in
front of the police. They
stood and watched. Who
are they favouring? For all
these years, they used to
work for Trinamool, and
now they are working for
the BJP. The government
changed in Bengal, but the
rule of law could not be es-
tablished here,” Ms. Muk-
herjee said in the video.

Later, CPI(M) leaders
staged a protest at the local
police station.

Ritabrata-led faction of
Trinamool Congress gets
more time to reply to EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
is understood to have given
an extension till Friday to
the Ritabrata Banerjee fac-
tion of the Trinamool Con-
gress for submitting a res-
ponse to notices regarding
claims on organisational
elections and authorised
signatories of the party.
The EC had last week
written to both factions of
the Trinamool, led by
former West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Mr. Ritabrata, respec-
tively, seeking responses
regarding “claims and
counterclaims” made by
them and asked them to
submit it by Monday.
While the Mamata-led
group submitted its res-
ponse rejecting the rival
group’s claim over the par-

Trinamool Congress leader Ritabrata Banerjee along with his party
members met the full Bench of the EC in New Delhi on July 2. ANI

ty on Monday, Mr. Ritabra-
ta sought more time.

Last week, a full Bench
of the poll body met the re-
bel faction of the party led
by Mr. Ritabrata.

The Mamata side of the
party had, however, ques-
tioned the EC’s decision to
grant an audience to the re-
bel faction, alleging that
the meeting violated the
poll body’s own proce-
dures of granting appoint-
ments to only authorised

signatories of a recognised
political party.

In their response sub-
mitted on Monday, the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led group
rejected the rival group’s
claim over the party, un-
derlining that the Leader
of Opposition in the West
Bengal Assembly, Ritabra-
ta Banerjee was not even a
member of the party com-
mittee at the time of the
last round of organisation-
al elections in 2022.

Congress raises questions after three
aides of Environment Minister removed

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
sought to link the removal
of key aides of Union Envi-
ronment Minister Bhupen-
der Yadav to its long-stand-
ing  allegations over
political funding, asking
whether the “Pradhan
Mantri Chanda Do Dhand-
ha Lo” (Give donation,
take business) scheme had
“gone awry”.

The remarks came after
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
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Change relieved the Minis-
ter’s private secretary and
three additional private se-
cretaries of their duties
through separate orders
dated July 3.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh de-
scribed the development
as “shocking”, saying the
appointments themselves
reflected the functioning of
the Modi government.

“It is no secret how such
appointments are made in
the first place during the
Modi regime. Can there be
so much smoke without

any fire? Could this be an
instance of the Pradhan
Mantri Chanda Do Dhand-
ha Lo scheme having gone
awry,” Mr. Ramesh said in a
post on social media plat-
form X.

‘Govt. must explain’

Congress leader Supriya
Shrinate said the whole-
sale replacement of a Un-
ion Minister’s staff was
“not an ordinary matter”
and demanded that the go-
vernment explain the cir-
cumstances behind the
move. “The public has the

right to know the truth
about any irregularities,”
she said.

According to the Minis-
try’s orders, private secre-
tary Amar Singh was re-
moved on “administrative
grounds”, while the ap-
pointments of additional
private secretaries Ayush
Saran and Shailesh Kumar
Singh were terminated or
curtailed.

Shailesh Kumar Singh
has been repatriated to his
parent cadre in the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training.

NC leaders meet civil society members,
pass resolution on Statehood for J&K

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Ahead of the ruling Nation-
al Conference’s (NC) up-
coming protest in Delhi ov-
er Statehood and
constitutional guarantees,
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
on Tuesday held a meeting
with members of civil
society.

“The meeting was ex-
tremely productive and Dr.
(Farooq Abdullah) Sahib
was able to get a lot of use-
ful feedback and good sug-

gestions. The meeting
passed a unanimous reso-
lution, calling on the Union
government to fulfil its pro-
mise and restore full State-

hood to J&K without furth-
er delay” Mr. Omar
Abdullah said.

Earlier in the day, NC
president Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah informed civil socie-
ty members of the protest
scheduled to be held at Jan-
tar Mantar in New Delhi on
the first day of the Mon-
soon Session of Parliament
on July 20.

NC leaders briefed

members on the Supreme
Court judgment of Decem-
ber 2023, where the apex
court had asked the Centre
to “restore Statehood [at
the] earliest”.

‘Inordinate delay’

The NC leaders termed the
delay in restoration of
Statehood as “inordinate”
and described the Centre’s
“appropriate time phrase”
as a “vague and timeless

expression”.

“Statehood had to fol-
low delimitation and As-
sembly polls, held in 2024.

It has not. We have decided
to protest in Delhi,” a se-
nior NC leader said.
Delegations represent-
ing the travel, tourism and
business  sectors  also
raised issues concerning
tourism promotion, busi-
ness facilitation, and the
overall growth of the eco-
nomy in J&K, a govern-
ment spokesperson said
J&K has been a Union
Territory since 2019, when
the Centre ended seven de-
cades of special status un-
der provisions of Article
370 granted to the region.
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forests encroached in Assam

Eight wildlife sanctuaries and 281 reserve forests
are under encroachment in Assam, the State’s
Forest and Environment Minister, Jayanta
Mallabaruabh, told the 126-member Assembly on
Tuesday. Presenting data on encroachment and
human-elephant conflict in the House, he said
3,15,996.1251 hectares of land in these protected
areas and reserve forests was under illegal
occupation on February 12, 2016. The State
government has so far evicted squatters from
25,588.7675 hectares, including 16,937.2466
hectares during the past five years. The BJP-led
NDA formed the government in Assam in 2016,
ending the Congress’s 15-year rule.

NCERT releases revised

Class 8 textbook after row

Months after it stoked a controversy for allegedly
defaming the judiciary, the NCERT has released a
revised Class 8 social science textbook dropping
the disputed portions. The “Big Questions”
section at the start of the chapter has seen a
change. Instead of asking students why an
independent judiciary is necessary, it asks why
justice is important for a “just and harmonious
society”. Gone entirely is the section on
“Challenges Faced by the Judicial System”, which
had detailed the “massive backlog” of cases and
blamed it on a shortage of judges, cumbersome

School dropout rate falls
across key stages: report

More schools get Internet; learner progression across stages grows stronger; teacher strength up

by 8.3% compared with 2022-23; 55% women teachers bring ‘gender balance’ in sector, says govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Educa-
Ttion Ministry on
Tuesday released

the comprehensive report
on the Unified District In-
formation System for Edu-
cation Plus (UDISE+) for
the academic year 2025-26,
which reflected a down-
ward trend in dropouts.

The preparatory level
(Classes 3 to 5) dropout
rate fell from 2.3% (2024-
25) to 1.8% this year. More
notably, secondary level
(Classes 9 to 12) dropouts
dipped from 8.2% to 7.0%.
Dropout rate tracks the
rate at which students quit
school. “The consistent de-
crease across all levels sug-
gests that schools are be-
coming more supportive
and responsive to stu-
dents’ needs,” the Ministry
said.

Women now form the
majority of the nation’s
teaching force, accounting
for 54.9% of total teachers,
up from 54.2% in 2024-25.
The government said this
“marks a positive shift to-
wards gender balance in
the education sector”.
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Enrolment of girls across the country grew marginally to 48.4% from

48.3% last year. S.S. KUMAR

The Gross Enrolment
Level Ratio at the
secondary level
surged to 71.7% from
last year’s 68.5%

across the country has
seen a marginal increase to
48.4%, from 48.3% last
year.

Student retention at the
middle level (Classes 6 to 8)
climbed to 83.7% (from
82.8%), while secondary le-
vel retention increased to
51.9%, up from 47.2% last
year. Student retention is
an educational metric that
measures the percentage

their education at the same
school or within the school
system from one academic
year to the next.

The Gross Enrolment
Level Ratio (GER) at the se-
condary level surged to
71.7% from last year’s
68.5%. GER is a statistical
measure used in education
to determine the percen-
tage of students enrolled in
a specific level of educa-
tion (such as primary, mid-
dle, or secondary school),
regardless of their age, re-
lative to the total popula-
tion of official school-age
children for that same
level.

Learner  progression

grew stronger, the report
noted. Notably, the transi-
tion from middle to secon-
dary school jumped from
86.6% to 88.3%.

Also, the total number
of teachers in India has ri-
sen by 8.3% compared
with 2022-23. Additionally,
the Ministry’s strategic ra-
tionalisation of teacher
placement has resulted in
a 3% reduction in single-
teacher schools and a 29%
drop in schools reporting
zero enrolment, the Minis-
try said.

One of the most notable
improvements is the in-
crease in the number of
schools with computer ac-
cess, increasing from
64.7% in 2024-25 to 69.9%
in 2025-26. Access to Inter-
net facilities in schools has
seen a considerable in-
crease in the academic
year 2025-26. The percen-
tage of schools with inter-
net connectivity increased
from 63.5% in 2024-25 to
67.4% in 2025-26.

The report said that 95%
of schools are powered
with electricity, 98.5%
have girls’ toilets, and
97.2% have boys’ toilets -
ensuring dignity and hy-
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People walk through debris after a flash flood triggered by heavy
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rain in Thathri in Doda district of J&K on Tuesday. PTI

Houses, shops hit by
mudslides in Doda
after cloudburst

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Torrential rain triggered
flash floods and mudslides
in the Chenab Valley’s Do-
da district on Tuesday
morning, damaging hous-
es and shops.

An official said the flash
floods and mudslides hit
Thathri town following a
cloudburst. Scores of hous-
es, shops, and vehicles
were submerged and many
were buried under the
debris.

Officials said civil infras-
tructure was also damaged
due to boulders and mud.
Several vehicles were
washed away. Vehicular
traffic was also hit because
of the closure of the Doda-
Kishtwar National Highway

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant-Governor Ma-
noj Sinha reviewed the sit-
uation following the cloud-
burst. A Lok Bhavan
spokesman said Mr. Sinha
had directed the district
administration to provide
immediate relief to the af-
fected families and speed
up restoration work.

Mr. Sinha also spoke to
the Doda Deputy Commis-
sioner and assessed the sit-
uation. “Several houses
and shops have suffered
damage. Fortunately, no
casualties or injuries have
been reported,” he said. “I
have directed the DC to en-
sure immediate relief and
assistance to the affected
families and expedite res-
toration work, including
the clearance of NH-244,”

procedures and weak infrastructure. en Enrolment of girls of students who continue across transitional stages giene for all students. at a number of locations. he added.
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OptoSAR satellite 85 rtule of law: Supreme Court

Hemanth C.S. Press Trust of India The Hindu Bureau boost the timely exchange

BENGALURU NEW DELHI GUWAHATI of information, intelli- | Krishnadas Rajagopal dence of the legal profes- the Bar,” the top court said.
gence and best practices, | NEW DELHI sion. The idea underlying Justice Narasimha pro-

The Bengaluru-based Meta on Tuesday pu- | The BRICS nations on consistent with national such autonomy is that ad-  posed the establishment of

space start-up GalaxEye
has lost contact with Mis-
sion Drishti, the world’s
first OptoSAR satellite, as it
encountered an anomaly
following a geomagnetic
solar storm, the company
said on Tuesday.

Mission Drishti, which
was launched in May, is al-
so India’s largest privately
developed earth observa-
tion satellite.

“In the final stage of LE-
OP (Launch and Early Or-
bit Phase), the maiden spa-
cecraft encountered an
anomaly following a geo-
magnetic solar storm. In-
itial root cause analysis in-
dicates that radiation
effects associated with the
event likely impacted a
critical onboard system,”
the company said.

It said subsequently,
communication with the

THEREs BWEIR[) + 14840

Mission Drishti is also India’s
largest privately developed
Earth observation satellite.

spacecraft became inter-
mittent and was eventually
lost. “While recovery ef-
forts are ongoing, the likeli-
hood of recovery currently
appears low,” it added.
Mission Drishti was
launched on May 3 aboard

a Falcon 9 by SpaceX from
Vandenberg, California.
The satellite integrated

electro-optical (EO) and
synthetic aperture radar
(SAR) sensors into a single
operational platform.

(set by Vidwan)
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Across

1 Follower of most wanted leader of Yemen (6)
4 Pressure over young ones - small windows appearing on screens

(3-3)

8 Hot wind from Africa to Southern Italy, crossing miles over a

Saharan state (7)

9 Allow to join again to study at a top US university (7)

blished a blog detailing its
efforts to curb child sexual
abuse content across its
apps, citing Al-powered
detection and large-scale
enforcement actions, days
after the government is-
sued a notice over reports
of such content being pro-
moted via Instagram ads.

Calling child exploita-
tion a horrific crime, Meta
said it works aggressively
to fight this kind of abuse
on and off its platforms.
“We’re aware of recent re-
ports about Instagram ads
in India that violated our
policies against child ex-
ploitation. And we want to
be clear: we take these
concerns seriously, we nev-
er want this content on our
platforms, and we’re com-
mitted to improving our ef-
forts to combat it,” it
noted.

Solve this puzzle online and
access more puzzles at b .
https://thehindu.com/crosswords O} -

Tuesday adopted the Gu-
wahati Declaration, reaf-
firming their commitment
to strengthen cooperation
to prevent and combiat illi-
cit drug trafficking and re-
lated organised transna-
tional crime.

BRICS, an intergovern-
mental organisation of ma-
jor emerging markets and
developing countries, is an
acronym for Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South
Africa. It expanded to in-
clude Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Indonesia.

The joint declaration by
the heads of anti-drug
agencies of the participat-
ing nations brought the
curtains down on a two-
day meeting at a resort on
the outskirts of Guwahati.

The BRICS nations un-
derscored the need to
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11 Indian governesses restricted a damage for Shia leaders (10)

12 Announced proper ceremony (4)

13 Publicity fool, unleashes English to make sense (3,2)
14 Gallant and fearless leader undone by rumour about First Lady

(3,5)

16 Women are covering cold border violations by army men (3,5)
18 Colour copies, having original impressions flipped (5)

20 Time to perish or run (4)

21 A cyber cell formed with potential future utility (10)
23 Back to pressing bold and blunt point (7)

24 Secret desire! Most embarrassed! (7)

25 Fool with some secret ingredients (6)

26 Still hope endlessly (6)
Down

1 Common folks in Los Angeles city consuming cocaine (5)
Taken into team mission, possibly for decompositions (2-5)
Sort of half blue, typical trees in Nilgiris (9)

High ground, with bit of ethical stand (7)

2
3
5 W-W signs (5)
6
7

Hint - | can still play! (9)

10 Position of a knight in new cybernation (9)
13 A form of carbon that is not needing oxygen to exist (9)
15 Holds itch, struggling to find a cleaning fabric (9)

17 Cabal's exotic erotic energy (7)
19 Priest passed on gold at table (7)

21 Unlimited trade limit, oddly for bones (5)

22 Screen church parasite (5)

CM
K

laws and international obli-
gations. They expressed
concern over the evolving
nature of drug trafficking,
the proliferation of syn-
thetic drugs and new psy-
choactive substances, the
diversion of precursor
chemicals and the misuse
of emerging technologies
and virtual assets.

Anurag Garg, Director-
General of the Narcotics
Control Bureau, said India
has adopted a zero-tole-
rance policy against drugs,
and a three-year road map
(2026-29) based on a net-
work-centric  approach.
“The strategy focuses on
dismantling entire crimi-
nal networks, preventing
drug abuse through mass
awareness campaigns, and
strengthening treatment,
de-addiction, and rehabili-
tation measures,” he said.

SUDOKU

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said indepen-
dence of lawyers is just as
important as indepen-
dence of the judiciary. In
fact, the court said the le-
gal profession’s indepen-
dence from the Executive
and Legislature formed the
foundation of the rule of
law and democracy in the
country.

The court’s observation
is of significance as ap-
pointments to the Bench is
made from the legal pro-
fession. “Independence of
the Bar constitutes an in-
dispensable condition for
preservation of the rule of
law,” a Bench headed by
Justice P.S. Narasimha ob-
served in a judgment.

“The principle of self-
regulation has historically
been regarded as the defin-
ing feature of indepen-
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vocates, as officers of the
court and participants in
the administration of jus-
tice, must remain insulated
from external pressures,”
Justice Narasimha wrote.
The court said penden-
Cy mounting up across
courts was “one of the
greatest challenges to the
justice delivery system”,
but the judgment queried
why backlog continued to
be seen almost exclusively
as a judicial responsibility.
“Despite frequent refe-
rences to the Bar and
Bench as the ‘two wheels
of the chariot of justice’,
the Bar is seldom called
upon to share responsibili-
ty for reducing delays and
improving efficiency. A pa-
radigm shift is necessary.
Tackling pendency must
become a collaborative
mission of the Bench and

FAITH

a full-time “National Legal
Academy” along the lines
of the National Judicial
Academy.

He highlighted the need
for the “continuing legal
education” of advocates,
noting that there was a
“glaring dearth in institu-
tionalised learning for ad-
vocates after enrolment”.
The court directed the Bar
Council of India to under-
take a “comprehensive
performance audit” of the
disciplinary mechanisms
administered by it and the
State Bar Councils and sub-
mit a report.

It gave relief to a lawyer
who was included in the
“caution list” by the Indian
Banks Association on the
ground that he gave negli-
gent legal advice to a bank,
exposing it to financial
risk.

Causes of mental unrest

Vidura is regarded as the very embodiment of dharma. He
constantly contemplated righteousness, sought only the
truth, and walked unwaveringly on the path of virtue.
Among all the elders in the Kaurava court, Vidura alone
dared to speak out for justice when Draupathi was public-
ly humiliated. In contrast, even great scholars and revered
elders such as Bhishma and Drona remained silent. Tiru-
kudanthai Dr. Venkatesh said in a discourse that Vidura
possessed absolute devotion to Lord Krishna and ex-
plained that at the conclusion of Krishna’s earthly incarna-
tion, His thoughts were filled with affection for Vidura.
From this, we can understand that Vidura had a special

place in Lord Krishna’s heart.

On one occasion in Hastinapura, King Dhritarashtra
was unable to sleep due to deep anxiety. Realising that on-
ly the wisdom of Vidura could bring him peace, he imme-
diately summoned him. Vidura explained that sleepless-
ness and mental unrest arise from four causes: fear,
worry, excessive attachment, and the burden of sins com-
mitted. Vidura further revealed the true causes of the
king’s distress: his silent approval of the deceitful gam-
bling match against Yudhishthira and the Pandavas, his
failure to condemn the humiliation of Draupathi in the
royal assembly, and his refusal to restore the kingdom and
rightful possessions of the Pandavas even after they had
completed their 13 years of exile. These acts of adharma
weighed heavily upon Dhritarashtra’s conscience, rob-
bing him of peace and sleep. Vidura advised him to sur-
round himself with wise and virtuous advisers so that he

could regain inner peace.
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Finerenone helps slow kidne
disease in ), atients without diabetes
Three global studies published in the New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the American Medical Association, and The Lancet suggest that finerenone, a drug
previously used mainly in diabetes-related kidney disease, could help a much broader group of patients
Anirban Mukhopadhyay THE GIST
NEW DELHI -
n chronic kidney disease, the Across d'ﬁerent forms of
kidneys gradually lose their ability Chromchk'dnfe y d('jseise’
to filter waste from the blood. ;ﬁfea rehers found that
o . . . erenone slowed disease
While dlab?tes is one of its leading progression, reduced protein
causes, many patients fievelop the leakage in urine, and lowered
condition because of high blood pressure, the risk of kidney failure
autoimmune disorders, or other
conditions that damage the kidney’s v
filtering units. Finerenone, researchers say,
Doctors can slow the disease using does not target diabetes itself.
medicines that lower blood pressure and Instead, it blocks inflammation
newer drugs that lower blood sugar while and scarring inside the kidneys
reducing strain on the kidneys. Yet many — processes that can occur in
patients continue to lose kidney function many forms of kidney disease
over time, creating a need for additional -
treatments that can delay kidney failure.
The drug is already available in
Beyond diabetes India and currently costs
Now, three global studies published in the around %80-90 a day. However,
New England Journal of Medicine, Journal it is expected to become
of the American Medical Association significantly cheaper once it
(JAMA), and The Lancet suggest that loses patent protection in 2028
finerenone, a drug previously used
mainly in diabetes-related kidney disease,
could help a much broader group of
patients.
Across different forms of chronic
kidney disease, researchers found that
the drug slowed disease progression,
reduced protein leakage in urine, and
lowered the risk of kidney failure.
“The findings did not come as a risk of kidney failure or major loss of He cautioned, however, that the around %100 a day, he said.
complete surprise,” Rajiv Agarwal, an kidney function in this group. findings should not automatically be
emeritus professor of medicine at Indiana The findings suggest finerenone’s extended to every kidney disease. Detecting the smoke
University and a co-author of the studies, benefits extend beyond any single For one, finerenone is not without side | Yet Prof. Agarwal argued that the larger
said. glomerular disease. effects. The main concern across the challenge was not treatment but
Finerenone does not target diabetes “I wouldn’t specifically isolate IgA studies was hyperkalaemia, or high detection.
itself. Instead, it blocks inflammation and nephropathy,” Prof. Agarwal said. potassium levels in the blood, which can The problem may be particularly acute
scarring inside the kidneys — processes “Anybody who has glomerulonephritis sometimes trigger dangerous heart in India, where people appear more
that can occur in many forms of kidney can use this drug. The alternatives are rhythm disturbances. About 17% of genetically susceptible to diabetes and
disease, he added. much more expensive. Some targeted patients receiving finerenone developed high blood pressure than many Western
therapies for IgA nephropathy cost elevated potassium levels but severe cases | populations and where the prevalence of
Evidence across diseases $400,000 to $500,000 a year. How many | requiring hospitalisation were both conditions is rising rapidly. Many
The first of the three studies, known as people can afford that?” uncommon, per Prof. Agarwal. patients learn they have kidney disease
FIND-CKD, enrolled 1,584 patients with “The people you won’t treat are the only after substantial damage has already
kidney disease who did not have diabetes. | Shared pathway people who have potassium that is above occurred. The growing number of
Participants received either finerenone or | The third study took a broader view. By normal,” he said. “So anyone who has effective therapies, he said, makes early
a placebo in addition to their usual combining data from FIND-CKD with two potassium more than 5 — you won’t start diagnosis more important than ever.
treatment. Researchers found that earlier finerenone trials, researchers them on this drug.” He was referring to a “The people who are really going to
patients taking finerenone lost kidney examined whether the drug was working blood potassium level of 5 millimoles per make a difference are not the
function more slowly over nearly three only in certain kidney diseases or litre or higher. nephrologists but the primary care
years and were less likely to experience targeting a process common to many of That risk can usually be managed with doctors,” he said.
major kidney or heart-related them. routine blood tests. Patients with diabetes and high blood
complications. Across 14,574 patients, the benefits For Indian patients, cost and access pressure often spend years under the care
In another study, researchers focused remained consistent across different may become an important part of the of family physicians before ever seeing a
on more than 900 participants from the causes and stages of kidney disease andin | conversation. Finerenone is already kidney specialist. A simple, routine urine
FIND-CKD trial who had glomerular patients with or without diabetes. The available in India and currently costs test that checks for protein leakage can
diseases, conditions that damage the consistency suggested finerenone may be | around I80-90 a day, Prof. Agarwal said. identify kidney damage at a stage when
kidneys’ filtering units and are among the | acting on a shared pathway involved in However, he said he expected the drugto | treatment is most effective.
leading causes of kidney failure kidney damage rather than on any one become significantly cheaper once it loses “We must detect the smoke before it
worldwide. These included IgA diagnosis alone. patent protection in 2028. becomes a fire,” he said. The message is
nephropathy, an autoimmune disease Beyond the biology, Prof. Agarwal said But even at current prices, Prof. especially important now because doctors
that damages the glomeruli, as well as the findings reflect a broader shift in Agarwal said the costs compare increasingly have multiple therapies
focal segmental glomerulosclerosis and medicine away from relying on a single favourably with many other kidney capable of slowing kidney disease once it
membranous nephropathy — two other drug and towards combination treatment. | therapies. A patient with diabetes-related is detected.
major causes of kidney failure. Much as cancer specialists use multiple kidney disease can receive a full course of (Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
Finerenone slowed the worsening of medicines together, kidney specialists modern kidney-protective therapy for less | by training and science communicator
kidney disease, reduced protein leakage increasingly combine drugs that target than 200 a day in India. Patients without | from New Delhi.
in urine by about 42%, and lowered the different aspects of disease. diabetes could potentially be treated for anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)
BIG SHOT QUESTION CORNER

Fluffy flock: Atlantic puffins gather on a cliff on Britain’s Inner Farne Islands in Northumberland on Monday during the National Trust's 2026 annual census, monitoring the
seabirds’ breeding population. REUTERS
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When might life on the earth end?

Vasudevan Mukunth

esearchers from the U.S. have
Restimated how long
photosynthetic life will last on

the earth. As the sun ages, it also
becomes brighter, eventually emitting a
colour too hot for plants to survive.

Previous studies had tried to answer
this question using simplified climate
models, finding the biosphere’s twilight
could occur in 100 million to 900 million
years. The new study made use of a
more sophisticated model, which also
accounted for the effects of clouds,
humidity, and planetary circulation on
temperature. The new estimate: around
1.68 billion years for land plants and
total extinction by 1.87 billion years.

The researchers explored two
primary trajectories of future climate.
The first, called strong weathering,
assumed the planet’s carbon cycle
could successfully draw carbon dioxide
out of the atmosphere to offset the
sun’s heat. While the traditional
minimum for plant survival is 10 parts
per million (ppm) of carbon dioxide, the
authors suggested that crassulacean
acid metabolism plants and certain
aquatic species could even survive at as
low as 1 ppm. This could extend the
lifespan of the vegetative biosphere to
around 1.84 billion years.

In the second trajectory, weak
weathering, carbon dioxide levels

Plants need at least around 10 ppm of carbon
dioxide in the air to survive. MICK HAUPT/UNSPLASH

remained constant while the
temperature rose. In around 1.68 billion
years, the global average surface
temperature reaches the thermal limit
for complex life. Around 1.87 billion
years from now, the climate becomes
too hot for all land plants, marking the
end of the vegetative biosphere. And in
2.1 billion years, the earth begins losing
its oceans to space.
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Grand ambitions

India’s cooperative sector can serve as a
worker-centric model of development

ypercompetitive business models that
l—l dominate the economic lives of people
have undesirable social consequences.
The cooperative model offers an alternative, al-
beit with its own imperfections. India’s Ministry
of Cooperation, which completed five years on
July 6, is a bold experiment in harnessing the po-
tential of this approach. Traditionally confined
largely to agriculture, cooperatives now have the
opportunity and a requirement to expand into
other sectors, particularly services. Coopera-
tives, by their very character, are relatively small-
scale and fragmented; organising them, and con-
necting them to the broader economy that dis-
proportionately rewards hyper-scalers is a
balancing intervention — an economic, political
and social imperative. The Ministry aims to trans-
form the cooperative landscape by bringing poli-
cy coherence across agriculture, dairy, fisheries,
banking, housing, consumer cooperatives, and
exports. This requires collaboration with States
and national federations, capacity building, wise
use of digital technology, and market linkages.
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) are
the foundation of rural cooperatives. Through a
reformed legal framework, they have been empo-
wered to undertake over 25 business activities,
transforming them into multifaceted institutions
delivering many economic services in rural India.
The Ministry has facilitated new national-level
multi-State cooperative societies, expanding mar-
ket access for members and strengthening coop-
erative value chains from production to global
markets. Cooperative enterprises are being en-
couraged to grow and compete, and a National
Cooperation Policy is in the making. But there
are challenges amid the opportunities. Corrup-
tion and inefficiency eroded the potential of In-
dia’s cooperative sector, and the fear of local
communities and States losing control of cooper-
atives to a national-level mechanism needs to be
assuaged. The task is in finding the sweet spot of
consolidation and decentralisation; localisation
and nationalisation; technology and human la-
bour, for boosting the sector. Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, who holds the portfolio, is push-
ing the cooperative sector to expand into
production and marketing, beyond agricultural
credit and input facilitation, which could help mi-
tigate the sector’s endemic crisis. A well-coordi-
nated, yet federated, cooperative sector can off-
set the social, environmental and political costs
of global capitalism, which is the default model of
the economy. Government and business leaders
worldwide are viewing cooperatives with re-
newed interest, as the pitfalls of hypercapitalism
become pronounced. India can develop its coop-
erative sector as a global model.

Deceptive dispute
Courts should not waste their time in
examining figments
l n 2015, a civil suit sought to declare the Taj

Mahal a Hindu temple. This April, after an

Agra trial court refused the petitioners’ re-
quest to appoint an Advocate Commissioner to
survey the monument, the Allahabad High Court
— hearing the petitioners’ challenge — has sought
responses from the Centre and the ASI before de-
ciding whether the lower court’s refusal should
stand. The legal position aside, the matter is both
frivolous and vexatious. The idea today that the
Taj Mahal was ‘originally’ a Hindu temple is asso-
ciated with the late 20th century writings of Pu-
rushottam Nagesh Oak. Professional historians
and archaeologists have repeatedly rejected his
claims because they bank on speculative linguis-
tic arguments and unsupported historical asser-
tions. On the other hand, evidence that Shah Ja-
han built the Taj Mahal is rooted in
contemporary chronicles, administrative re-
cords, European travellers’ accounts, architectu-
ral histories, and archaeology. No archaeological
study has produced evidence of a medieval Hin-
du temple beneath the Taj. Even though the ASI
has previously submitted in affidavits that some
rooms are locked because they are structurally
vulnerable, supporters of the temple idea have
alleged that they conceal Hindu idols. A Bharati-
ya Janata Party leader also unsuccessfully filed a
PIL in 2022 and activists tried to offer ‘gangajal’ in
2024. Given the right historical, political, eco-
nomic, and social conditions, an idea can persist
long after its origins from pseudohistory.

The ongoing case resembles aspects of the
Gyanvapi and Mathura disputes, where requests
for ostensibly objective surveys were also plat-
forms to advance revisionist political narratives.
Courts are empowered to reject pleadings that
disclose no sustainable cause of action — even as
they are not commissions of historical inquiry
and should not treat every speculative historical
hypothesis as sufficient grounds for a supervised
investigation. Equally, civil procedure should not
tolerate re-litigating claims lacking any real evi-
dentiary foundation. All major monuments ac-
cumulate materials of additions and alterations
over time but heritage scholars draw a line bet-
ween studying a monument’s evolution and rede-
fining its identity outright. The Taj Mahal became
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983. Repeated
attempts to redefine its identity can also muddle
international perceptions of India’s stewardship
of the monument and disrupt the region’s tou-
rism-based economy. The High Court may ulti-
mately agree with the trial court’s order after due
examination, but the claim deserves not a breath
of air. The petitioners have not advanced any
new evidence, even as heritage institutions conti-
nue to face sustained legal pressure to manufac-
ture controversies from figments.

CM
K

India’s economic prospects after the West Asian crisis

he United States and Iran agreed to a

14-point preliminary Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) towards ending

the West Asian crisis and reopening
the Strait of Hormuz. Although there have been
initial hiccups, it is expected that, with the
reopening of the Strait, global crude oil supply
will stabilise and prices will normalise at a lower
level. Following these developments, India
should adjust its strategies, keeping in mind both
the 2026-27 outlook and medium-term growth
prospects.

The West Asian crisis had resulted in a period
of relatively higher crude prices. The monthly
average price of the Indian crude oil basket was
$114.5 per bbl in April 2026. It declined to $106.2
per bbl in May 2026 and further to $86.3 per bbl
as of June 24, 2026. For the remaining three
quarters of 2026-27, crude oil prices are expected
to remain below this level, provided the truce
continues.

2026-27 growth prospects

The National Statistical Office’s provisional
estimates of GDP growth of 7.7% for 2025-26
confirm India’s strong post-COVID-19 pandemic
recovery. This was preceded by real GDP growth
rates of 7.2% and 7.1%, respectively, in 2023-24
and 2024-25 as per the new GDP series. Real
Gross Value Added (GVA) growth was even more
impressive at 7.9% in 2025-26, with the
manufacturing, trade, transport, and financial
and real estate sectors recording growth rates
exceeding 10%. With nominal GDP growth at
8.9%, the implicit price deflator-based inflation
rate stood at 1.1% in 2025-26.

For 2026-27, growth prospects are likely to be
impacted because of the disruptions in crude
supply and higher prices affecting the first
quarter, and due to a deficiency in rainfall
associated with the onset of El Nifio. The India
Meteorological Department has estimated a 10%
shortfall (as compared with the Long Period
average). Up to June 24, 2026, the estimated
shortfall is nearly 43%.

The combination of El Nifio and fertilizer
shortages pose a potential risk to India’s
agricultural output in 2026-27. In particular, in
the immediate term, the kharif crop is likely to be
affected. There may also be an impact on the rabi
crop which is to follow. Therefore, it is important
to build up fertilizer reserves and address issues
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of potential shortages when it comes to
important crops, which may warrant a
reconsideration of crop-specific import and
export policies. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has projected real GDP growth of 6.6% for
2026-27.

Fiscal prospects, petroleum economy

One important feature of 2026-27 growth is the
likelihood of relatively higher nominal GDP
growth as compared to 2025-26. This is because
the implicit price deflator (IPD), which depends
on Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation, is likely to be higher
than the 2025-26 level of 1.1%. The RBI’s June
2026 Professional Forecasters’ median
projections for WPI and CPI inflation for 2026-27
are 8% and 4.9%, respectively. With a resolution
of the West Asian crisis, we consider WPI and CPI
inflation rates for the full year to be lower at 6%
and 4.5%; using weights of 60% and 40%,
respectively, we can broadly estimate IPD-based
inflation to be 5.4%. Combining this with a real
GDP growth of 6.6%, we may have a nominal
growth of about 12.4% in 2026-27, higher than the
budgeted growth of 10.1%. This would have a
positive impact on tax revenues. The Government
of India should be able to realise its budgeted
estimate of tax revenues absorbing the adverse
revenue impact of any excise duty cuts. On the
expenditure side, however, subsidies may be
higher than budgeted.

The RBI has given a dividend of 32.69 lakh
crore to the Government. This amount covers a
significant portion of the budgeted ‘Dividends
and profits from RBI and Financial Institutions’ in
2026-27 at %3.16 lakh crore. Given these
developments, we expect the 2026-27 budgeted
fiscal deficit at 4.3% of GDP to be either realised
or only marginally exceeded.

The evolution of India’s petroleum economy
has been characterised by certain notable
features. First, India’s dependence on imported
crude oil has increased to more than 90% in
2025-26 from 54.9% in 1998-99. Second, the
volume of domestic production of crude oil has
fallen over time to 26 million metric tons (MMT)
in 2025-26 from a peak of 35.9 MMT in 2011-12.
Third, demand for petroleum
products/petroleum, oil, and lubricants (PoL) has
increased, thereby generating the need for larger
imports. Fourth, domestic consumption of PoL

products has increased to 243.2 MMT in 2025-26
from 90.6 MMT in 1998-99. Fifth, India has
developed an impressive capacity for refining
crude to produce various PoL products. This
capacity has improved over time. Sixth, the
energy intensity of India’s output, as well as the
intensity of use of PoL products in GDP, has fallen
over time. This augurs well for sustaining an
energy-efficient growth at a reasonably high level
for a relatively longer period.

India may continue to augment its refining
capacity, which has helped save refining costs
compared to the situation if it had directly
imported refined petroleum products. The trend
towards growing dependence on imported crude
oil needs to be reversed by emphasising the
exploitation of domestic crude resources while
accelerating the transition to greener and
alternative energy sources, including nuclear
power.

Build reserves

With a lowering of global crude prices and
normalisation of supplies, the government should
shore up its fertilizer reserves and reserves for
other critical primary commodities including
crude. There is a need to further diversify sources
of imported crude and also reduce reliance on
imports through the Strait of Hormuz. A policy
for building strategic reserves of key primary
commodities, along with estimates of the
required volumes and needed infrastructure,
should be put in place.

The current account deficit was 0.6% of GDP in
2025-26, with the fourth quarter showing a
surplus of 0.7% of GDP. Prospects for 2026-27
indicate a deterioration in this magnitude. The
RBI’s June 2026 Survey of Professional
Forecasters had estimated a current account
deficit of 2.1% of GDP for 2026-27, as per their
median estimate. With normalisation of the
global oil market and the opening of the Hormuz
strait, we expect this to be lower at about 1.5% of
GDP.

The prospects of the Indian economy outlined
above is on the assumption that peace will prevail
in West Asia from now on. If this assumption
turns out to be incorrect and if the war continues,
India along with many other countries will face
an extremely difficult situation.

The views expressed are personal

Beyond three Cs, the new lexicon of India-Australia ties

uring his visit to Australia in May 2023,
l) when the Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership between India and Australia
was almost three years old, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had characterised India-Australia
ties as having entered T-20 mode. He also
stressed that the relationship had gone beyond
the conventional three Cs — of Commonwealth,
Cricket and Curry — and the subsequent three Ds
— Democracy, Diaspora and Dosti. As Mr. Modi
undertakes his third visit to Australia this week, it
would be instructive to look at some of the recent
progress in two other important dimensions, the
Ds of Development and Defence.

Expanding trade and investment

Growing bilateral economic cooperation has
brought dividends like never before for both
countries. All Indian exports to Australia now
have duty free access under the Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA),
benefitting textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
engineering goods, gems and jewellery.
Preferential access to 90% of Australia’s trade
value has facilitated Australian exports of critical
minerals, resources, wool, avocados, and
macadamia. There is the shared ambition to raise
bilateral trade from $33 billion in 2025 towards
$100 bn by 2030.

The two-way cumulative investment is
approaching $50 billion. Australia’s AirTrunk
recently announced plans to invest $30 billion by
2030 to develop digital infrastructure and
Artificial Intelligence (Al)-ready data centre.
Australian funds are increasingly active in India.
At the same time, India is an important source of
investment and technology. Indian investment in
Australia’s resources sector is well known.
According to reports, Perdaman Chemicals &
Fertilizers, founded by an Indian, is establishing
Australia’s largest urea plant in western Australia,
with $4.5 billion. This largest ever investment in
Australia’s fertilizer industry has also created
millions of man hours of work in India where
over 98% of the plant’s modules are
manufactured.

Defence represents perhaps the fastest
growing sector of bilateral cooperation. In a clear
signal of the importance of India as a reliable
partner, Australia’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Richard Marles visited India in
his first foreign tours in both the terms of the
Albanese government. Before his most recent
visit for the Annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue
last month, Mr. Marles had hosted Defence

\
PN

Gopal Baglay

Former High
Commissioner of
India to Australia

A growing
partnership now
spans trade,
defence, energy,
education and
innovation

Minister Rajnath Singh in Australia last year,
marking the first visit by an Indian Defence
Minister to the country in 12 years. Regular
leadership and other senior level exchanges
involving all the three Services and participation
in bilateral and multilateral military exercises
such as AUSINDEX, Malabar and Talisman Sabre
foster operational understanding and
coordination, significant especially in the
maritime domain.

There are growing opportunities for defence
industry cooperation in cyber, Al, drone, and in
view of India’s expanding ship-building
capabilities.

The ‘E’ factor

Beyond the Cs and the Ds, there are also
enriching Es: Energy and Education.
India-Australia Renewable Energy Partnership is
implemented through a Solar Taskforce and a
Green Hydrogen Task Force, and guided at the
ministerial level.

India’s unprecedented renewable energy
targets present immense potential for clean
energy cooperation across critical minerals and
materials, manufacturing, laboratory research,
commercial-scale deployment, industrial use,
and solar rooftops.

Very recently, Australian media mentioned
that arrangements for future Australian uranium
exports to India might be finalised shortly. Were
that to happen, India’s ambitious civil nuclear
programme will receive a significant boost, as
would Australia’s uranium exports.

The India-Australia education and skills
partnership is steadily contributing to creation of
an enduring base for future-ready youth,
innovators and entrepreneurs. While more than
one lakh Indian students are enrolled in
Australia, world class and affordable education is
now available in India itself through Indian
campuses of a growing number of Australian
universities. Joint research in priority areas such
as advanced computing, energy, health care,
space and defence promises to create both
intellectual assets and networks. Specific visa
programmes have created new avenues for
educated Indian youth seeking employment
opportunities in Australia and await better
utilisation.

Australia’s global leadership in imparting
vocational skills is being tapped in areas such as
solar rooftop and mining, including in Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh and Odisha. Practical solutions can
pave way for meeting Australia’s huge workforce

shortfall and spur its economy with Indian
workers temporarily assigned to Australia.

Sport has emerged as a new priority. Focused
and broad based strategy can propel cooperation
in sport education, training, medicine, goods,
infrastructure and organisation of large-scale
events, such as Commonwealth Games 2030 and
Brisbane Olympics in 2032. With the growing
Indian diaspora in Australia, now over ten lakh
and rightly called the living bridge, Indian
traditional sports such as kabaddi and kho kho
are gaining popularity, even beyond the diaspora
community.

Building multilateral partnerships

The upward trajectory of the bilateral
relationship owes itself to a high degree of mutual
trust, understanding and respect. Broad
convergence of values and interests expands the
format of cooperation to trilateral, such as
India-Indonesia-Australia and
India-France-Australia. The
Australia-Canada-India Technology and
Innovation Partnership, launched in November
2025, the India-Japan-Australia Supply Chain
Resilience Initiative and a possible triad with the
United Arab Emirates could play important roles
in countering supply chain disruptions and
market dominance and distortions in crucial
areas such as critical minerals, rare earths,
semiconductors and new technologies.

The shared vision of India and Australia for a
free, open, safe, peaceful and prosperous
Indo-Pacific manifests in their work through fora
such as the Quad and the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA). The foreign visits this week by
Mr. Modi and Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese bring out the geopolitical logic for
ever-growing cooperation between India and
Australia at regional and global levels. Their
existing ties with Pacific Island Countries provide
a good basis for leveraging their respective
strengths to the benefit of the region in areas
such as education, health, technology, fintech,
capacity building and disaster relief.

Mr. Albanese never tires of mentioning his
connection with India as a young backpacker. His
understanding of the significance of a
consequential relationship with today’s India and
the close chemistry between the two leaders have
set the perfect stage to progress bilateral ties in
T20 mode but in the long format, and to multiple
win-win outcomes for both.

The views expressed are personal
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The U.S. at 250

adherence to door-to-door

The United States has
reached a milestone in its
democratic journey, guided
by its cherished values of
secularism and liberalism.
As a land of immigrants
who propelled its economic
prosperity and
technological
advancements, the U.S. has

now positioned itself as the
major superpower, though
it faces significant
challenges from China.
However, all is not well,
with the current incumbent
of the White House
undermining the
foundations on which the
American story was built. It
is hoped that the

independent democratic
institutions of the U.S. will
protect and preserve the
core ideals enshrined in the
country’s Constitution.

M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu.

Ensure transparency
The report, “Karnataka
BLOs on SIR duty not

visiting homes, says NDA”
(July 7), highlighting
allegations of procedural
lapses in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, is deeply
concerning. Whether the
claims that Booth Level
Officers bypassed
mandatory door-to-door
visits are accurate or

politically contested, they
warrant a swift and
impartial investigation by
the Election Commission.
Electoral roll revision must
remain free of institutional
shortcuts and partisan
bickering. To sustain public
trust in the democratic
process, the Chief Electoral
Officer should ensure strict

verification guidelines.
Administrative transparency
is essential to safeguard
every eligible citizen’s
voting rights without bias.
Andrea Anthony,

Hyderabad

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
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Linking women’s incomes and healthcare

ndia is experiencing two

revolutions at once. The

first is economic. Female

labour force participation
has risen sharply over the past few
years, supported by greater
formalisation, digital payments,
and government efforts to
increase women’s participation in
the workforce.

The second is epidemiological.
India is no longer fighting only
infectious diseases. Diabetes,
hypertension, cardiovascular
disease, obesity and mental health
disorders are now becoming
defining public health challenges.
These chronic conditions already
account for most deaths in the
country and place increasing
pressure on both households and
public finances.

Most policy discussions assume
that these two are unrelated.
However, new research,
forthcoming in the Oxford Open
Economics journal, suggests that
they may be deeply connected.

Looking beyond hospitals
India has traditionally measured
progress in healthcare through
familiar indicators such as more
hospitals, more doctors, more
insurance coverage, and higher
healthcare expenditure. These
investments remain indispensable;
schemes such as the Ayushman
Bharat have expanded financial
protection for millions of
households, while improvements
in primary healthcare
infrastructure continue to save
lives. But healthcare expenditure
is only one way of producing
health. Many of the biggest
determinants of health lie outside
hospitals — better nutrition,
healthier lifestyles, timely
preventive care, education,
sanitation, and informed
household decision-making. If
households began investing more
in these activities, healthcare
expenditure may fall, not because
health deteriorates, but because
health improves.

In the forthcoming research, a
natural experiment created by
India’s 2018 reform of the
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Employees’ Provident Fund was
examined. The reform reduced
the mandatory provident fund
contributions for newly employed
women in the formal sector from
12% to 8% during their first three
years of employment. In effect,
women experienced an
unexpected increase in take-home
salary without any change in their
gross wages. This created an
unusually clean opportunity to
study how women allocate
additional income.

Using nationally representative
household panel data, it was
observed that female-led
households that benefited from
the policy reduced overall
healthcare expenditure by roughly
11.6%. Spending on medicines and
doctors’ consultations declined,
while expenditure on activities
associated with improving health
(including nutrition and physical
fitness) increased.

The research also analysed
electronic medical records from
one of India’s largest eye hospital
systems. Even after accounting for
women who were already
accessing healthcare, expenditure
remained lower among women
receiving the income shock.

This does not imply that
women value healthcare less.
Instead, it suggests that women
may be using their additional
income to reorganise household
priorities in ways that reduce
future dependence on healthcare.

Economists have long
recognised that it matters who
brings in the income. Research by
Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee
has repeatedly shown that
directing resources towards
women changes household
spending patterns. Transfers to
women often generate greater
investments in education,
nutrition, and children’s
wellbeing. Banerjee and Niehaus
have similarly shown that the
identity of the income recipient
influences how households
allocate resources.

The new findings extend this
insight into healthcare. Women
appear to think about health over

a longer horizon. Rather than
waiting until illness occurs, they
seem more likely to invest in
reducing health risks before they
become expensive medical
problems. That behavioural shift
has important implications for a
country where out-of-pocket
expenditure still accounts for a
substantial share of total
healthcare financing.

Why this matters for India
India’s demographic dividend
depends not only on creating jobs
for women but also on ensuring
that greater economic
participation translates into
healthier families. If increasing
women’s incomes changes
household investments in
nutrition, preventive care and
healthier lifestyles, then
employment policy becomes
health policy. Policies that
improve women’s economic
agency may generate benefits that
extend well beyond labour
markets. They may also reduce
pressure on India’s already
stretched healthcare system.

For decades, economists have
debated whether healthcare is a
necessity or a luxury. Perhaps, a
more relevant question is whether
households are investing in
creating health rather than merely
purchasing healthcare. That
separation matters because
healthcare expenditure is an
imperfect measure of health.
Lower spending on medicines or
consultations is not automatically
a sign of neglect. Sometimes it
reflects fewer illnesses requiring
treatment. Other times it reflects
better prevention.

India’s development strategy
emphasises preventive healthcare
and healthier lifestyles. This new
evidence suggests another
ingredient belongs in that
conversation: the economic
empowerment of women. When
women earn more, they may not
simply spend more; they spend
differently. And those different
decisions could quietly become
one of India’s most important
investments in public health.

An Opposition ridden with factions

The Karnataka State BJP unit is dealing with groupism and increasing mistrust

STATE OF PLAY

B.S. Satish Kumar

s the new dispensation
A led by D.K. Shivaku-

mar completes one
month in office in Karnataka,
there is a feeling that the fac-
tion-ridden principal Opposi-
tion, the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), is unable to match the
“no holds barred” functioning
style of the new Chief
Minister.

The BJP was hoping to cash
in on the heartburn and dissi-
dence in the ruling Congress
that would follow a change of
guard. But though there were
disgruntlements, they are yet
to snowball into dissidence as
the leadership change in the
Congress was a relatively
smooth affair.

And just when the BJP start-
ed realising that it had been
robbed of a political oppor-
tunity, there came the bien-
nial elections to the Legislative
Council. The BJP and its al-
liance partner Janata Dal (S)
fielded an additional candi-
date though they were margi-
nally short of the required
numbers to ensure his victory.
However, the results shocked
the alliance partners. Much
against their plans of eating in-
to Congress votes, an estimat-
ed 11 members from their own
camp had voted in favour of
the Congress, causing huge
embarrassment.

A shocking cross-vote

The alliance partners are of
the view that of the 11 cross vo-
ters, four were from the BJP.
But a fact-finding committee
of the party that looked into
the issue could not identify
who these MLAs actually
were, as the polling was via a
secret ballot system. This epi-
sode of cross-voting not only
exposed the chinks in the

Karnataka

BJP’s armour, it also gave the
new Chief Minister his first
political victory.

This was highly discourag-
ing for the BJP as it intensified
suspicion and mistrust in the
party that was already gripped
by groupism. Instead of focus-
ing on exposing political and
administrative shortcomings
of the new dispensation, the
BJP State unit was busy trying
to set its own house in order as
the rival groups in the party
started blaming each other for
the cross-voting.

Things came to such a head
that the BJP State President
BY. Vijayendra even an-
nounced his intention to hold
a legislature party meeting in
the pilgrimage centre of Dhar-
masthala for an informal
“truth test”. Though it was
cancelled through the inter-
vention of some senior leaders
of the party, it left a bitter taste
among the cadre.

State leaders of the party
then held a meeting on the
cross-voting issue with central
leaders who advised them to
focus on strengthening State
organisation. However, this
has not stopped groupism and
the trend of publicly criticis-
ing party colleagues. Just re-
cently, Yelahanka MLA S. R.
Vishwanath and Chikkaballap-
ura MP K. Sudhakar provided
fodder for the media by in-
dulging in a public spat. Later,
party leaders confirmed that
both the leaders have agreed
to patch up and that the state
core committee, which is the

highest decision-making body,
will deal with any such indisci-
pline in a stern manner. Ho-
wever, the party cadre is wor-
ried that its efforts to counter
the new dispensation over va-
rious contentious issues is not
turning out to be effective due
to mistrust within the party.

Issues galore

Currently, the BJP has raised
the issue of an alleged proced-
ural violation in the Special In-
tensive Revision of electoral
rolls by stating that it is being
held in community halls in-
stead of being done through
door-to-door visits. Other im-
portant issues include the de-
layed and deficient monsoon
that has threatened to affect
agriculture and the drinking
water situation, as well as the
political conflict that has un-
folded over the acquisition of
vast tracts of farm lands in Bi-
dadi, near Bengaluru. This is
in addition to the alleged irreg-
ularities in implementing the
Gruha Lakshmi scheme.

Above all, is the issue re-
garding the delay in ministe-
rial expansion. Thus, though
there is no dearth of issues be-
fore the BJP as an Opposition
party, it is clear that the party
cannot put up an effective
fight when it is ridden with
mistrust and groupism.

With less than two years
left for the next Assembly
polls, party cadre are eagerly
looking towards the central
leadership to set the State unit
in order. They are hoping that
the party high command
would take measures to not
only set the house in order,
but also ensure better co-ordi-
nation between the coalition
partners in order to instil con-
fidence among the leaders,
cadre and supporters well
ahead of the next Assembly
polls scheduled in 2028.

satishkumar.bs@thehindu.co.in

India’s EV transition cannot afford to ignore retrofitment

The country needs a comprehensive retrofitment framework which can democratise EV transition and support a circular mobility economy

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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he conflict in West Asia has
T once again reminded the

world of an uncomfortable
truth — severe energy dependency
is a structural vulnerability, not a
temporary inconvenience. For
emerging economies such as In-
dia, which imports more than 85%
of its crude oil requirements, such
events can quickly test energy se-
curity and economic resilience.

Over the past decade, the go-
vernment has placed enormous
emphasis on transport-sector de-
carbonisation, with multiple
schemes rolled out to support
Electric Vehicles (EVs) and create
long-term demand.

These efforts are beginning to
show results, with EVs now ac-
counting for 8.5% of total new veh-
icle sales in India in FY25-26
(Chart 1). However, the transition
is happening in new vehicle sales,
while the existing pool of over 30
crore Internal Combustion Engine
(ICE) vehicles on Indian roads con-
tinue to run entirely on imported
petroleum (Chart 2 and 3).

That is where vehicle retrofit-
ting enters the picture. It is the
process of replacing a vehicle’s en-
gine, exhaust system, and related
components with an electric bat-
tery pack, motor, and control sys-
tems to convert it into an EV.

The case for retrofitting is stron-
gest when viewed through India’s
own cultural and economic lens.
India has always valued repair,
reuse, refurbishment, and life ex-
tension. Even when it comes to
household appliances and elec-
tronics, the instinct has tradition-
ally been to maximise utility be-
fore replacement. Retrofitment fits
naturally within that ethos.

The logic is simple. Instead of
forcing millions of functioning pe-
trol two-wheelers into premature
retirement, existing vehicles can
be converted into EVs through cer-

CM
K

tified retrofit kits. The chassis re-
mains. The identity remains. The
emotional connection remains.
Only the powertrain changes.

Many middle-class households
do not see a vehicle that still works
as scrap merely because policy
language categorises it as “old”. In
many cases, the structure is
sound, the frame is usable, and the
vehicle still has years of service
left. What becomes burdensome is
the rising fuel cost, maintenance
pressure, and declining reliability
of an ageing engine. Retrofitment
addresses this gap.

It is cheaper, not just compared
to buying a new EV, but also com-
pared to purchasing a new ICE
vehicle. More importantly, it de-
mocratises the EV transition for
consumers who may otherwise re-
main excluded from India’s new-
age electric market. So, retrofit-
ment is more than a technical or
economic solution. It is a social in-
tervention. The environmental
case is just as compelling. When
functioning vehicles are discard-
ed, the result is not merely lost
utility, but also avoidable waste,
disposal pressure, and resource in-
tensity. Retrofitting extends the life
of existing assets, reduces unne-
cessary scrappage, and supports a
more circular mobility economy.

Moreover, a strong retrofit eco-
system can generate decentralised
employment across technicians,
service centres, electrical integra-
tion specialists, battery manage-
ment services, software calibra-
tion, refurbishment supply chains,
and rural mobility entrepreneur-
ship. Unlike large centralised auto-
motive manufacturing, retrofit
ecosystems can scale through dis-
tributed employment models.

Scalable model
Globally, the idea is gaining trac-
tion. Countries across Europe are
examining circular mobility mo-
dels as part of their broader cli-
mate goals while Nepal has moved
towards permitting and support-
ing retrofit solutions.

Support for retrofitment can be

mainstreamed in India. The first
Faster Adoption and Manufactur-
ing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles
(FAME) scheme included retrofit-
ment support, but it gradually dis-
appeared from the conversation.
Even so, some States have begun
to acknowledge its potential.

Madhya Pradesh has taken
steps toward building a more fa-
vourable ecosystem through up-
front subsidies, a one-stop portal
for subsidy access, and Statewide
retrofitment agency registration
instead of registrations via Region-
al Transport Offices (RTOs).

The market itself is maturing
faster than the policy framework.
Initial scepticism around legality,
registration, insurance, safety, and
reliability was understandable
when the sector was nascent. But
the ecosystem has evolved. Certi-
fied retrofit companies are now
working alongside testing agen-
cies, insurers, financiers, and tran-
sport authorities. Real-world adop-
tion numbers are rising, and after
the West Asia conflict, enquiries
have reportedly doubled. The mar-
ket is signalling confidence.

India needs a comprehensive
national retrofitment framework.
First, retrofit policies must be stan-
dardised across States. Second, fi-
nancing institutions can formally
recognise retrofitted vehicles as fi-
nanceable assets. Third, India
should create robust certification
and safety standards to eliminate
low-quality informal conversions
that can erode consumer trust.
Fourth, Goods and Services Tax
(GST) treatment may be rational-
ised so that retrofitment kits are
not taxed at a disadvantage com-
pared with EVs. Fifth, retrofitment
data has to be made publicly avail-
able. Finally, the latest PM E-
DRIVE scheme that extends subsi-
dy support to zero-emission trucks
may also consider retrofitment.

As the world navigates oil vul-
nerability, India has an opportuni-
ty to think differently and choose
between treating old vehicles as
scrap, or recognise them as assets
capable of transformation.

Discard or reinvent?

Data for the charts were sourced from the VAHAN database
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CHART 1: This chart shows the growth in the sales of EVs in the past 10 years.
Trucks are not shown in the chart. A total of 843 EV trucks were registered in
2025-26, compared with just 12 in 2016-17
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CHART 2: Despite
the growth in
sales of new EVs,
this chart shows
how vehicles
running on petrol
or diesel still
dominate Indian
roads (Numbers
arein crore)
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CHART 3: This shows the share of EVs in different categories of vehicles. The
negligible share of vehicles running on other types of fuels like ethanol (E100)
or solar is not shown in the chart (In %)
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A new gateway to India

Attari (Amritsar District), July 7: This
small-sleepy township of 7,000 about 2 km from
the Indo-Pakistan border, is all set to become a
new gateway to India from later this month
when the rail link between the two countries is
restored after a gap of 11 years.

The Attari Railway Station is almost ready to
handle the passengers of the Amritsar-Lahore
Express with its platform widened, passenger
sheds extended and installation of various
facilities including health, immigration, and
customs counters, a new canteen, basic
dispensary, drinking water taps and foreign
exchange counter.

A visiting Samachar correspondent from
Chandigarh was informed by the Station Master
of Attari, Mr. J. M. Mahajan, that only a 36-ft
section, which would link the railway lines of
the two countries, remained to be laid. This
could be accomplished within half-an hour, once
the go-ahead was received.

He said that before the agreement for the
restoration of the rail link was reached, the
Pakistani side had begun readying a wayside
station, Bhanuhchak. In addition to the main
railway line, they had laid five sidings. But when
it became clear that Lahore would be the
embarkation and disembarkation point on the
Pakistani side, they had removed the new
sidings from Bhanuhchak.

He said, before 1965, the Indian Railway staff
used to travel by the passenger train from
Amritsar to Lahore where they used to take over
the train for its journey back to India.

Pakistani Railway staff also used to travel by
the train to take over at Amritsar for the journey
to Lahore.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 8, 1926

London school of tropical
medicine

London, July 7: In the presence of leading
surgeons and physicians, the Minister of Health
laid the foundation stone of the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine close to the
British Museum. Major Ormsby Gore said that if
Britain was to continue the trusteeship of her
tropical possessions, she must be more
up-to-date. He hoped the school would offer
ample opportunity for research and training of
the students in tropical diseases.

»
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power connection India in 2025 domestic flights in May drone strikes in Sri Lanka

Drone strikes on vehicles in
15 Sudan’s North Kordofan state

killed 15 civilians, including five
women, in two areas controlled by the
paramilitary forces, a rights group said on
Tuesday. The Emergency Lawyers said that
one vehicle was carrying wedding guests
while another was transporting water. The
group did not specify who was behind the
attacks. e

Atotal of 676
676 government schools in

Assam do not have any
form of electricity, while 283 schools lack
boys’ toilets, State Education Minister
Ranoj Pegu said on Tuesday. The
government has already earmarked %4
crore during the current financial year to
provide electricity connections to all these
schools, the Minister added. pmi

in per cent. Foreign Direct
44 Investment inflows to India

increased by 44% in 2025 to
USD 39 billion, according to the UN, which
said the country continued to strengthen
its position as a major investment
destination. FDI flows rose by 6% to USD
1.6 trillion. Inflows increased by 11% in
developed economies and by 2% in
developing economies. i

Flight delays impacted

l 77 more than 1.77 lakh

® passengers, and airlines
spent a little over X 4.24 crore towards
facilitation, according to DGCA data
released on Tuesday. Indian airlines carried
1.53 crore domestic passengers in May,
over 11% higher than 1.38 crore people
flown in April, according to official data
released on Tuesday. e1i

Sri Lanka launched an
27 investigation on Tuesday into

its deadliest prison riot in
years, as the death toll from clashes
between rival drug gangs rose to 27. Armed
police and commandos were not sent into
the prison but were deployed to guard the
perimeter of Negombo prison, following

the clashes on Monday. arp
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On the method for caste enumeration

After decades of debate, caste will be counted as part of the 2027 Census. It is significant to look at the ongoing ‘pre-test’ and questionnaire design, as well as past

anomalies during 2011 Socio-Economic Caste Census, as Independent India prepares to enumerate caste for the first time as part of the Census exercise

EXPLAINER TSI R e questions and seek inputs from the THE GIST
O A e i e general public or people’s representatives
e 3 ' and whether it will consider best
v

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:
he rehearsal or the “pre-test”
of the second phase of Census,
which started in 16 States and
Union Territories on July 6,
2026, has an “open column” for
respondents to record their castes,
several officials involved in the exercise
told The Hindu. The pre-test is on till July
20, 2026, and the outcome will decide
how Independent India enumerates caste
for the first time as part of the Census.
Other than the Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST), caste-wise
population has not been enumerated in
Independent India; the last time such
data was collected was in 1931.

Background of caste Census

After repeatedly opposing caste
enumeration, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) finally announced on April 30,
2025 that caste would be counted during
Population Census 2027. Before this, the
Opposition parties, particularly Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, had consistently
demanded that the caste of all people be
counted in India.

A few alliance partners of the BJP too
made the demand. Unlike the 2011
Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC),
which was done outside the purview of
the Census, this time, caste will be
enumerated with the second and final
phase of the Census, giving it a statutory
backing.

Significance of the ongoing pre-test
Though the ongoing rehearsal gives an
indication of how caste is likely to be
enumerated in the coming days, Census
officials said the final methodology would
be prepared based on the feedback
received during the exercise. The pre-test
exercise also allowed self-enumeration

The Opposition seeks wider consultations before the caste Census is conducted.c. VENKATACHALAPATHY

and the portal was accessible from July 1-5
only in the specific area where the
rehearsal is being done.

The discourse on the methodology of
caste enumeration has largely swung
between either leaving an open column
for caste, just as the 2011 SECC did, or
preparing a list of castes for people to
pick from — as the Bihar government did
in its 2022-23 caste-based survey. The
results of theSECC were neither released
by the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government nor by the NDA government
after it came to power in 2014.

The open-column methodology had
resulted in the 2011 SECC returning over
46 lakh different “caste names”, largely
owing to the difference in what people
understand by caste. The total number of
castes during the 1931 Census conducted
by the British was 4,147. In 2021, the
Union government informed the Supreme
Court in an affidavit, “Assuming that some
castes may bifurcate into sub-castes, the
total number cannot be exponentially
high to this extent,” adding that the data
cannot be relied on for reservation in
education, employment or elections to

local authorities.

Anomalies reported during 2011 SECC
Officials said the SECC threw up lakhs of
caste names as it was kept open-ended.
Respondents were asked to name their
castes. For example, people wrote Gupta,
Agarwal and so on for the Baniya caste,
which increased the numbers
exponentially. Though the method is not
final, the pre-test is providing the same
open-ended column for respondents to
record their castes.

According to the latest government
data, there are about 2,650 Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) on the Central
List, 1,170 in the Scheduled Castes
category, and 890 in the Scheduled Tribes
(ST) list. The State governments maintain
their own OBC list.

Concerns about the methodology

The Opposition parties have demanded
wider consultation with all stakeholders
before the caste Census is undertaken. On
December 2, 2025, Mr. Gandhi asked in
the Lok Sabha if the government has any
proposal to publish the draft Census

practices such as caste surveys done in
other States.

Responding to this, Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai said, “The draft
Census questionnaires are pre-tested in
the field to assess their feasibility before
finalisation of the same. Census has a
history of more than 150 years. Learnings
from previous Census are taken into
consideration for conducting next
Census. Before each Census, the inputs
are also taken from stakeholders.”
Throughout 2025, the government
repeatedly stated that the final caste
questionnaire had not been settled.
Parliament was informed in February
2026 that questions relating to caste
would be notified before the
commencement of the second phase of
Census operations. The Union Home
Ministry said representations had been
received from various organisations and
State governments regarding caste
enumeration, and that the final
questionnaire would be prepared
according to established procedures.

Reason for delay in Census exercise
The Population Census exercise is done in
two phases — the Housing and House
Listing Operations (HLO) and Population
Enumeration, spanning over 11 months.
The last Census was completed in 2011.
The next exercise , Population Census
2021, was initially delayed owing to the
COVID pandemic that surfaced in India
around March 2020, coinciding with the
first phase enumeration that was to begin
from April 1, 2020. While the restrictions
related to the pandemic were over by
2022, government did not specify the
reasons to delay the exercise till now. On
June 4, 2025, the government announced
that the population Census along with the
enumeration of castes will be conducted
in two phases by February 28, 2027. The
reference date of the people’s headcount
will be 12 a.m., March 1, 2027.

The BJP-led NDA government
announced on April 30, 2025
that caste would be counted
during Population Census
2027.

v

The discourse on the
methodology of caste
enumeration has largely swung
between either leaving an open
column for caste, just as the
2011 SECC did, or preparing a
list of castes for people to pick
from — as the Bihar
government did in its 2022-23
caste-based survey.

® ® and 4 lakh workers were affected amid a THE GIST
W at Oes t e tln O shortage of propane and natural gas, both
used in the production of ceramic.
v

gas curbs mean?

What led to the lifting of restrictions on energy supply imposed following the West Asia crisis?

Debayan Tewari

The story so far:

n July 4, 2026, the government
lifted emergency curbs it had
imposed on the supply of
natural gas during the West
Asia crisis in March. It cited “ceasefire and
negotiations” and the resumption of “sea
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz” to
restore gas supplies to fertilizer plants,
refineries, distributors and industrial
users. The Petroleum and Natural Gas
Ministry, in a notification, amended the
Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order,
2026, and omitted provisions that had
prioritised sale of domestically produced
natural gas and imported Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) as per a priority list
released by the government during the
U.S.-Israel war on Iran.

On March 12, Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri told Parliament about the

“immediate priority sequence”.

CM

M »

“Domestic piped gas to homes and CNG
for vehicles receive 100% supply with no
cuts. Industrial and manufacturing
consumers will receive up to 80% of their
previous six-month average. Fertilizer
plants will receive up to 70%, protecting
the agricultural input chain ahead of the
sowing season. Refineries and
petrochemical units absorb a managed
reduction, with that gas redirected to
higher-priority sectors,” he had said.

Which sectors will benefit?

The latest measure follows a series of
steps the government has taken to ease
the supply of gas in the wake of an
improved supply situation. On June 25, it
restored the supply of industrial and
commercial LPG to the pre-West Asia
crisis levels.

The move is expected to benefit the
refineries, city gas distributors, and
industries such as ceramic. These sectors
need reliable supply of natural gas at
affordable rates.

According to Prashant Vasisht, senior
vice-president at ratings agency ICRA, the
biggest beneficiaries of this move will be
the industrial and commercial users of
natural gas. He said the supplies to
fertilizer units and domestic users were
all but normalised.

“The emergency measures had
affected supplies of city gas distributors to
their industrial and commercial clients.
There were industries which did not get
even alternate fuel to carry out
operations. Hotels, for instance, had to
stop making items that consumed more
fuel,” he said.

Gas supplies to ceramic, power, sponge
iron and petrochem sectors were
curtailed. “So, factories that were
operating in reduced capacity can now
ramp up their capacities as and when the
fuel supplies come in,” he said.

When the West Asia crisis peaked in
March, ceramic manufacturing units
based in Gujarat’s Morbi bore the brunt
with reports indicating that 600 factories

Which sector uses LNG the most?
Fertilizer plants are known to consume a
bulk of India’s LNG. In an earlier
interaction with The Hindu in March, Mr.
Vasisht had said, “A little less than 30% of
natural gas use goes into making
fertilizers, while power plants account for
13% and city gas distribution 21%.”

Urea, which has around 46% of
nitrogen, is the most common nitrogen
fertilizer. It is produced by converting
natural gas (methane) into ammonia and
then combining it with carbon dioxide.
The energy-dependent process, hence,
makes LNG a crucial ingredient of the
product.

What should be the next step?

India has been diversifying its energy
sources. As Mr. Puri put it in a recent blog
post, “The widening of our crude basket
from 27 countries to 41, the doubling of
our import terminals, and the pipelines
and reserves built across a decade under
Prime Minister Modi were not
abstractions when the Strait finally
closed; they were the very reason the
lights stayed on.”

The road ahead now is one of capacity
building. As Mr. Puri wrote, “Learning
from this experience, we will build
additional capabilities to strengthen our
energy resilience...”

On July 4, 2026, the
government lifted emergency
curbs it had imposed on the
supply of natural gas during
the West Asia crisis, citing
“ceasefire and negotiations”
and the resumption of “sea
traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz”.

v

The move is expected to
benefit refineries, city gas
distributors and industries
such as ceramics, which need a
reliable supply of natural gas at
affordable rates.
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Key investor: Life insurers collectively hold close to a quarter of India’s outstanding central government dated securities, based on RBI and IRDAI data. GETTY IMAGES

How India’s life insurance sector funds
government expenditure

A significant share of life insurance premiums is reinvested in securities that finance government expenditure. While the case for deeper insurance

penetration is often made in terms of household financial protection, it is equally important for sovereign fiscal stability

T.C. Suseel Kumar
R. Sudhakar

hen the government

borrows, the question

that follows is rarely asked

aloud: who lends? A large
part of the answer is the life insurance
sector. Every year, millions of households
across India pay premiums into life
insurance policies. That money is
reinvested, for decades, in the very
securities that finance government
expenditure — roads, railways, water
supplies, hospitals, defence. The
household protecting itself against the
loss of its breadwinner is simultaneously,
and unknowingly, lending to the
sovereign [the Central government]. Life
insurers collectively hold close to a
quarter of India’s outstanding central
government dated securities, based on
RBI and IRDAI data — a share that has
remained stable even as the total
sovereign debt stock expanded by around
40 per cent in three years. This is not a
number that appears in budget speeches
or parliamentary debates. It is, however, a
number that matters.

Patient capital in a volatile world

The stoic and resilient quality of the
sector’s sovereign support is as significant
as its scale. Life insurers write policies
with tenures of twenty, thirty, sometimes
forty years. Government securities are the
natural habitat of long-duration liabilities
— the only asset class that absorbs this
scale of funds at matching tenures
without distorting the market. Unlike
foreign portfolio investors, whose
appetite fluctuates with global risk
sentiment, insurance companies buy and
hold. They do not exit when oil prices rise
or when a geopolitical event triggers a
reassessment of emerging market
exposure. Their participation is
counter-cyclical by design — stable

precisely when other buyers become
unreliable. A steady domestic base of
long-horizon holders reduces rollover risk
and moderates borrowing costs across the
maturity spectrum.

Life insurers buy when others sell, hold
when others exit, and reinvest when
others pause. That is the structural
consequence of writing long-duration
promises to millions of policyholders.

The heavyweight within the sector
The sector’s contribution is not evenly
distributed. The Life Insurance
Corporation of India carries the dominant
share — a consequence of its scale, its
predominantly participating product mix,
and the duration of its in-force book. Its
March 2025 regulatory filing with IRDAI
(Form L-26) confirms that sovereign paper
accounts for nearly 63 per cent of its
non-linked policyholder corpus — well
above the regulatory minimum, and a
direct expression of what long-duration
liabilities demand at scale.

LIC holds approximately 19 per cent of
all outstanding central government dated
securities — a figure confirmed by the
RBI’s Public Debt Management Quarterly

Other Insurers

— 6.4%

Commercial Banks

LIC
" Key. 19.6%
financier
Life insurers

collectively hold close
to a quarter of India’s

outstanding central
government dated
securities RBI
12.3%
Unlike foreign portfolio investors, insurance

companies do not exit when oil prices rise or
geopolitical shocks trigger market reassessment.

Source: MoF Status Paper on Government Debt 2023-24.

Report for FY24, the most recently
published data. LIC’s IRDAI regulatory
filings for March 2025 give the
institutional reality in absolute terms:
%20.2 lakh crore in central government
securities alone, and %32.3 lakh crore in
total government and
government-guaranteed securities across
all funds. These are not estimates. They
are figures LIC files with its regulator
every quarter and that any researcher can
access on the IRDAI website. This makes
LIC the single largest institutional holder
of Indian government’s debt.

Private life insurers, with a higher
proportion of unit-linked and
shorter-tenure products, contribute a
smaller fraction today. As they grow and
deepen their traditional offerings, their
sovereign allocations will follow the same
structural logic.

The regulator has already recognised
the systemic dimension of this function:
IRDAI designates LIC as a Domestic
Systemically Important Insurer every
year, describing it as an institution whose
distress would cause significant
dislocation in the financial system. That
designation, rightly made on
insurance-sector grounds, points toward a
wider truth — the dislocation would
extend into the sovereign borrowing
programme itself.

Insurers in Japan, the United Kingdom,
and South Korea are among the largest
holders of their respective governments’
long-dated securities, not because
regulation mandates it but because their
liability profiles demand it. India’s life
insurance sector is following the same
path.

The fragility within the stability
India’s life insurance penetration stood at
2.7 per cent of GDP in FY25, the third
consecutive year of decline from a
pandemic-era peak of 3.2 per cent,
against a global life average of 3.0 per

cent. Three regulatory interventions
between 2023 and 2024 — restructured
distribution economics, taxation on
certain high-value policies, and
mandatory product repricing,
simultaneously, has compressed new
businesses. While each was defensible in
isolation, their cumulative effect was
adverse. The sector is recovering. But the
episode illustrates a risk worth noting:
when multiple regulatory actions
compress new business at once, the
household savings that would otherwise
have flowed into the sovereign debt
market through insurance, reduce or find
shorter-duration homes elsewhere. The
sovereign borrowing programme may not
notice this in the short term. Over a
decade, it would.

The unacknowledged pillar
Banking commands policy attention in
proportion to its systemic importance.
Insurance, which quietly holds close to a
quarter of outstanding central
government dated securities, does not.
The case for deeper insurance
penetration is most often made in the
language of household financial
protection — the uninsured family, the
inadequate sum assured, a mis-sold
product or an unsettled claim. These are
legitimate concerns. But there is a parallel
case, made in the language of sovereign
fiscal stability, that has not been fully
articulated in public policy discourse. If
the reliability of India’s domestic
sovereign funding base is a
macroeconomic priority given the scale of
annual borrowing requirements, then the
depth and health of the life insurance
sector remain directly relevant to that
priority.
(T.C. Suseel Kumar is a former Managing
Director of LIC India. R Sudhakar is a
former Chief Investment Officer and
Executive Director of LIC India. The views
expressed are personal.)
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On this day in 1497, Vasco da Gama sailed from Lisbon with four ships; ultimately
opening a sea route from western Europe to Asia. A quiz on the explorer and the voyage

Sindhu Nagaraj

A
QUESTION 1

The fleet of ships arrived in which part of India on

May 20, 1498?
A
QUESTION 2

What is the disputed doctrine called, based on whose

authority the expedition was undertaken?
A
QUESTION 3

What were the fleets of ships funded by the Crown of
Portugal, and dispatched on an annual basis from

Portugal to India called?
A
QUESTION 4

In which year did the Battle of Calicut take place?

A
QUESTION 5
There is a port city in India which is named after

Vasco da Gama. In which present State is the port in?

CM
K

Gama? FILE PHOTO

Visual question: How is this church in Kochi related to da

Krishan

Questions and answers to
the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. The eight Sikh Guru
born in 1656, who would go
on to lead the faith at just five
years old. Ans: Guru Har

2. Born in 1883, this scholar
wrote Usne Kaha Tha, one of
the earliest modern Hindi
short stories. Ans:
Chandradhar Sharma Guleri
3. An Indian revolutionary, Dhoni
born on this day in 1854, who
served as the Prime Minister
of the first Provisional
Government of India
established in Kabul,
Afghanistan, during the First
World War. Ans: Mohamed
Barakatullah Bhopali

4. Born on this day in 1914,

this composer introduced full
orchestral music to Hindi
cinema and is best
remembered for his score in
the film Kismet (1943). Ans:
Anil Biswas

5. This 1981-born cricketer
captained India to titles in
three major white-ball ICC
tournaments. He famously
wore the number 7 jersey.
Ans: Mahendra Singh

Visual: Born in 1963, identify
this director well known for
films such as Rang De
Basanti, Delhi-6 and Bhaag
Milkha Bhaag. Ans: Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra

Early birds: Tamal Biswas|
Pulkit Sathe| Tito Shiladitya|
C. Saravanan| Aayushi

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“I have been coming here every day, but
you are never around. Don’t tell me that
you are already busy with next month’s
conference.”

“A conference requires a lot of
planning. There are so many rules and
regulations to be followed. Even my boss
is stymied by some of...”

“....your boss is what? What was the
word you used?”

‘S..t.y...m..i..e. The ‘y’ in the first syllable
is like the ‘y’ in ‘my’, ‘by’, and ‘cry’. The ‘ie’
in the second syllable is pronounced like
the i’ in ‘kit’, ‘bit’, and ‘hit’.

“But what does ‘stymie’ mean?”

“Believe it or not, it’s a word that
comes from the world of golf. How would
you feel if you were to find your
opponent’s golf ball obstructing your path
to the hole.”

“Well, if the opponent’s golf ball is
between mine and the hole, I would
probably feel pretty annoyed and
frustrated, I guess. I would probably feel
that he placed the ball there to ensure
that I didn’t make any progress.”

“Excellent! When something ‘stymies’
you, it prevents you from doing whatever
it is that you had planned to. There is an
obstruction which leaves you confused.”

“In other words, you end up making
no progress in whatever it is you are
doing."

“Exactly! Here’s an example. The
change that the new teachers tried to
bring in was stymied by the
administration.”

“ We had a test in physics yesterday.
Most of the students were stymied by the
first question.”

“That’s a good example.

So, how is the preparation for the
conference coming along?”

“Our Coordinator has been sweating
blood ever since....”

“....sweating blood? Good grief! That
sounds serious. Have you taken him to the
doctor?’

“Doctor? What for? I don’t ... Oh I see.
When you say that someone is sweating
blood, it doesn’t mean he/she is really
bleeding. It means that the person is
working really hard to complete
something.”

“I see. Is ‘sweating blood’ an
expression used in informal contexts?”

“That’s right. Here is an example. The
old man sweated blood to put his
grandson through college.”

“....I' wish that the Indian cricket team
would sweat blood for the sake of the
country.”

“They probably would if the Board
made it clear that a player’s pay would be
determined by his performance, rather
than his non-performance."

“Some of the newspaper articles
dealing in cricket were very interesting.”

“Dealing with and not dealing in.”

“What is the difference between the
two?”

“When a shop or a company deals in
something, it does business buying and
selling those things.”

“I see. So when you ‘deal in’
something, you specialise in it. Is that it?”

“Well, yes. Here is an example. If you
want to buy a good pair of jeans, go to my
cousin’s shop. He deals in jeans.”

“What does ‘deal with’ mean?”

"When a book or an article deals with a
particular topic, it discusses or covers that
particular topic. Here is an example.
Corruption is a topic that is dealt with in
detail in this book.”

Published in The Hindu on March 13, 2001

Word of the day

Debonair:
having a sophisticated charm

Synonym: suave

Usa £€: The actor’s debonair manner won over
the audience.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/debonair

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /debanea(s)/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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IDFC First Bank introduces

EPFO payment services

IDFC First Bank has launched provident fund
payment services through its integration with the
Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO),
under the Ministry of Labour and Employment.
The integration enables establishments to initiate
PF payments directly through the EPFO portal
and complete transactions via IDFC FIRST Bank's
Retail and Corporate Internet Banking platforms,
the private sector lender said in a statement on

Tuesday. en

RILs Strand gets patent for

blood-based early cancer find

Strand Life Sciences, Bengaluru-based subsidiary
of Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL), announced the
grant of an Indian patent covering its integrated
platform for early cancer detection using cell-free
DNA (cfDNA) analysis. The patent covers a
cell-free DNA analysis platform that enables early
cancer detection from a blood test. Widespread
methylation pattern changes across the genome
are a hallmark of cancer. Over 1.5 million new
cancer cases are estimated to occur annually.

Mercedes-Benz H1 sales rise

9%, H2 order book at 2,000

German luxury car major Mercedes-Benz India
said in the first half of 2026 (H1 CY2026) it
retailed 9,768 units, up 9% YoY. The company
also achieved Q2 (April to June quarter) sales of
4,637 units, up 10% YoY. The performance was
driven by new and existing products, qualitative
network upgradation and differentiated
customer experience, said MD & CEO Santosh
Iyer. The company entered the second half with
an order book of about 2,000 cars.

Auto components
industry is likely to
grow 8-10% in FY27°

The sector logged a turnover of 760 lakh crore, registering a growth of

12.7% in rupee terms over the previous fiscal, says industry body ACMA

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Indian automo-
T tive components
sector is expected

to grow around 8-10% in
the current fiscal, driven
by domestic demand and
robust exports despite geo-
political headwinds, indus-
try body ACMA said.

The sector logged a tur-
nover of 37.60 lakh crore
($85.9 billion), registering
a growth of 12.7% in rupee
terms over previous fiscal,
Automotive Component
Manufacturers Association
of India (ACMA) said.

Trade deficit

For the first time in two
years, there was a trade
deficit as exports from the
country were less than im-

medium enterprises, says ACMA’s Singhania.

ports of auto components,
especially electronics parts
and parts for electric vehi-
cles with China accounting
for the largest share at 36%
of the total imports.

The industry also wit-
nessed labour shortages,
specifically in small and
medium enterprises, in the
wake of the West Asia war

that led to workers moving
to their native places as the
cost of living in towns and
cities increased due to the
rise in energy costs. “The
medium- to long-term out-
look for the Indian auto
component industry re-
mains positive,” ACMA pre-
sident Vikrampati Singha-
nia told reporters here.

Upcoming Index of Services
Production is expected to
rely heavily on GST figures

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The upcoming Index of
Services Production (ISP)
will rely heavily on Goods
and Services Tax (GST) da-
ta to arrive at its estimates
of services sector produc-
tion, the report of the tech-
nical committee tasked
with designing the index
framework has said.

Where GST data is not
available, the index will
use a combination of admi-
nistrative data and the An-
nual Survey of Incorporat-
ed Services Sector
Enterprises (ASISSE),
which would make the in-
dex a “unique blend” of
multiple data sources and
methodologies, according
to the report.

The first data release of
the index, which is the first
such attempt at consistent-
ly and periodically quanti-
fying the formal services
sector, will be on July 29.

“The major source of

o .
The sample drawn for the
ASISSE is also based on the
framework set out by the GSTN.

data for compilation of ISP
is GST,” the report noted. It
did, however, acknow-
ledge this approach would
leave out some sectors.
“Coverage under GST by
definition is restricted to
the entities registered with
the GST,” the report noted.
“In India, in case of servic-
es or mixed supplies, regis-
tration under the GST Act
is not mandatorily re-
quired for small businesses
having all-India aggregate
turnover below %20 lakh

(%10 lakh if the business is
in the States of Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and
Tripura).”

It further said the sam-
ple drawn for the ASISSE is
also based on the frame-
work set out by the GST
Network.

Only formal sector
“Thus, these two sources
cover the formal sector en-
terprises registered under
GST Act/Companies Act
only,” the report said.

“Based upon these con-
siderations, the Technical
Advisory Committee of the
ISP recommended the cov-
erage of the ISP may be
treated as covering the for-
mal sector.”

In other words, the ISP
should not be treated as a
measure of the informal
services sector in India.

The committee recom-
mended the ASISSE be
used to provide data on
health residential care and
the education sector.

Rural demand to face pressure as El Nifio impacts rains

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Scant monsoons have ad-
ded to higher farm input
prices after geopolitical
events and are expected to
trump rural demand and
push prices further up, ac-
cording to expert analyses.

“Prospects for FY27
look precarious: a severe
El Nifio effect has pro-

Rural inflation is up at 4.25%

duced a 41% rainfall defi-
ciency in the first month of
the southwest monsoon,

with most States across
north, south, east, and
central India recording def-
icient or severely deficient
rainfall in June 2026.
“With roughly 43% of
employment dependent
on agriculture (PLFS
2025), a deficient monsoon
implies weaker demand
for farm labour and falling
farm incomes, further
pressuring rural demand,”

according to a report from
Systematix Group.

The rural inflation alrea-
dy hastened to 4.25% on a
year over year basis as of
May 2026. The CFPI
climbed faster at 4.85% in
the same month. This is ex-
pected to rise in the com-
ing months as farmers ex-
pect lower yields.

The over all retail infla-
tion came it at 3.93% in

May 2026.

Inflation in focus

“In our view, higher food
and energy prices will
push inflation to 5.1% for
fiscal 2027. We anticipate
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) will maintain a mod-
erately tight policy stance,
dampening activity,” wrote
S&P Global Ratings ana-
lysts in a note.

The RBI’s tolerance level
for retail inflation ranges
between 2% to 6%. The
central bank held repo rate
at 5.25% in the recently-
concluded monetary poli-
cy review keeping stance at
‘neutral” Experts expect
that the regulator may
raise the repo rate by 50
basis points in 2027. A ba-
sis point is 1/100th of a per-
centage point.

Swiggy ‘turns’ Indian
entity as foreign
investors sell stakes

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Swiggy Ltd. announced it
was now an Indian entity
following the reduction in
the stakes held by foreign
investors.

The stake of foreign di-
rect investors and foreign
portfolio investors, among
others, reduced to 49.76%
of the total paid-up equity
share capital of the compa-
ny on a fully diluted basis.

I0CC classification

This makes it an Indian
Owned and Controlled
Company (IOCC), accord-
ing to Foreign Exchange
Management (Non-Debt In-
struments) Rules, 2019, the
company said in an ex-
change notification.

This, however, “does

The stakes of FDI, FPIs among
others, reduced to 49.76%.

not, by itself, result in any
change to the ownership
or control status of the
company, nor does it have
any impact on the share
capital, management, busi-
ness operations, voting
rights or rights attached to
the equity shares of the
company,” the company
said in the filing.

Will power: Afghan women work at a dry fruit factory in Mazar-i-Sharif. Afghanist;
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to major challenges as millions return to the country grappling with a severe humanitarian crisis, two UN officials said. AFp

Trent shares tumble
as QI revenue growth
misses estimates

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Shares of retail major Trent
ended over 12% lower on
Tuesday after its June quar-
ter revenue growth missed
market expectations.

The Tata Group stock
tanked 12.4% to end at
%2,928.05 on the BSE. Dur-
ing the day, it plunged
12.7% to0 32,919. At the NSE,
the stock tumbled 12.4% to
32,927.80.

The stock was the big-
gest laggard among the
Sensex and Nifty firms.

Trent Ltd.’s standalone
revenue for the June quar-
ter of FY27 increased by
19% to 35,666 crore, ac-
cording to a quarterly up-
date by the company.

The company’s standa-
lone revenue for the cor-

The stock was the
biggest laggard
among the Sensex

and Nifty firms

responding quarter a year
ago stood at 34,781 crore,
according to the update.
Trent’s Q1 standalone
revenue was up 19% YoY
vs. our estimate of 22%,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services said in a report.

Hope of acceleration
Trent’s stock price rallied
in the past few weeks in an-
ticipation of further accel-
eration in revenue growth
(from 20% YoY in Q4
FY26), it said.

In this context, the 19%
YoY revenue growth was
weaker, the report added.

Attack on Qatari LNG vessel off
Oman, a dangerous escalation

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

The attack on Qatari LNG
ship Al Rekayyat off Oman
early on Tuesday is of sig-
nificance to India as well as
world shipping. In 2025,
16% of Qatari LNG landed
in India. As per marinetraf-
fic.com, Al Rekayyat, load-
ed in Ras Laffan, was sup-
posed to call on Dahej,
Gujarat on July 12.

LNG ships with alle-
giance to Qatar and UAE
had been transiting along
Oman route for many
weeks now but with tran-
sponders switched off to
evade detection by Iran.

CM
K

Al Rekayyat’s transpon-
ders were apparently
switched off for several
weeks with last known po-
sition near the Indian coast
some 20 days ago.

Before the signing of
U.S-Iran MoU, most ship-
pers sought to engage with
Iran and evacuated ships
stranded in the Persian
Gulf along Iranian coast.
More recently, with U.S.
help, some ships were tak-
ing the Oman route, too.

Lloyd’s List shows ship
transits doubled to 260 in
the week June 22 to 28
across the Strait of Hormuz
over the previous week
with almost 50% of it com-

ing via non-Iranian route.
But, between June 29 and
July 2, transits fell to 211.
Only two LNG carriers
crossed that week versus 13
before owing to persistent
warnings by Iran against
taking the Oman route.
Iran said the route was ‘un-
authorised, ‘unsafe’ and
sought to exercise its lever-
age of the strait.

Engine room damage

Reuters reported a drone
hit the ship leading to en-
gine room  damage.
Though all the crew were
evacuated and reported
safe, crew members said
the ship was at a risk of ex-

plosion, as per Reuters.

LNG ships, with high
risk cargo, can trigger ca-
tastrophic accidents. Mis-
haps involving LNG ships
in choke points such as the
Suez Canal or Strait of Hor-
muz are some of the worst-
case risk scenarios. Yet, the
safety record of LNG ships
had been exceptional over
several decades.

But, this year, two LNG
ships were attacked. Rus-
sia-flagged LNG carrier,
ArcticMetagaz was hit ap-
parently by Ukrainian
drones in the Mediterra-
nean. Despite a huge blaze,
the vessel was towed to sa-
fety by Libyan authorities.

Microsoft layofts: India will have
only a ‘minimal numerical’ impact

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Microsoft’s recent layoffs
will have only a ‘minimal
numerical’ impact on India
because the country conti-
nues to be one of the most
strategic engineering, re-
search and product deve-
lopment hubs for the Red-
mond-based tech giant, say
people who closely watch
movements in the global
tech industry.

Microsoft’s layoff of 2%
of global workforce has
had a minimal numerical
impact on India, however,
it is ‘massive strategic’ one,
said Avinash Vashistha,

.= Microsoft

-

-

Global ripples: Microsoft logo at Microsoft offices in
Issy-les-Moulineaux near Paris, France. REUTERS

chairman-CEO, Tholons.
“It signals the beginning
of the death of headcount-
centric IT Models. For
CGGs and service firms,
this is a clear directive: pi-

vot quickly to agentic Al
workflows and outcome-
based delivery, he said.
According to Peter Ben-
dor-Samuel, founder and
executive chairman of Dal-

las-based Everest Group,
some of the headcount re-
ductions of Microsoft will
impact India, however, the
company has strongly in-
vested in India and over
time the country is likely to
gain headcount as it is still
the most attractive place in
the world to hire and main-
tain technical skills.

Phil Fersht, CEO and
chief analyst, HFS Re-
search said India was un-
likely to see disproportion-
ate impact from the layoffs
as Microsoft continues to
view the country as one of
its most strategic engineer-
ing, research and product
development hubs.
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China’s
DeepSeek
developing its
own Al chip,
sources say

Self-sufficiency: ADeepSeek Al sign is seen at a building
where the start-up’s office is located in Beijing. REUTERS

Reuters

Chinese startup DeepSeek is developing its own
Al chip, according to three people familiar with
the matter, a push that could reduce its reliance
on Nvidia and Huawei chips, which it has
depended on to train and run its globally popular
models.

The chip is designed for inference — the stage
of Al computing in which a trained model
generates responses for users— rather than for
training new models, the sources said.

Major strategic shift

If successful, DeepSeek’s expansion into
semiconductor development would mark a major
strategic shift for a company widely hailed in
China as the country’s Al champion, potentially
adding to challenges faced by Chinese tech giant
Huawei.

DeepSeek rose to global fame more than a year
ago after releasing two highly efficient Al models
that went viral worldwide, surprising many in
Silicon Valley and Washington.

The company has long been known for
emphasising Al model breakthroughs rather than
commercializing its technology.

Although Huawei’s offerings still lag Nvidia’s
most advanced chips by a wide margin, a U.S.
ban on their exports to China has helped Huawei
gain around half of the $50 billion domestic Al
chip market, supplying DeepSeek and several
other leading industry players.

However, Huawei’s hold on the market is
already weakening as tech rivals Alibaba and
Baidu develop their own Al chips and gain
market share.

Early stage effort

DeepSeek’s effort to join that race remains at an
early stage, with the company reaching out to
external partners and holding discussions with
chip-design, foundry and memory companies,
the three sources said. The effort began about a
year ago, one of the people said.

The Hangzhou-based company has also
increased hiring of chip-design engineers in
recent months, but recruitment has been done
privately without job postings on public hiring
platforms, two of the sources said.

All three people declined to be identified
because the information is not public. Despite
becoming a standard-bearer of China’s Al
ambitions, DeepSeek has kept a low profile. The
company did not respond to a request for
comment.

Following global trends

With an in-house chip, DeepSeek would be
joining other global Al developers in seeking
greater control over the hardware behind their
models and reduced dependence on Nvidia’s.

OpenAl last month unveiled Jalapeno, its first
custom inference chip, developed with Broadcom
while Anthropic has been weighing building its
own Al chips, Reuters reported in April.

For DeepSeek, the effort carries an added
strategic dimension. U.S. export controls bar
Chinese companies from buying Nvidia’s most
advanced chips, and Beijing has been pressing its
technology champions to build domestic
alternatives.

DeepSeek founder Liang Wenfeng said in a
rare 2024 interview with a Chinese media outlet
that chip export controls were a challenge for the
company.

DeepSeek has used both Nvidia and Huawei
chips. The company has said the foundation
model underpinning R1, the reasoning model
whose low-cost performance triggered a rout in
U.S. techs tocks in January 2025, was trained on
Nvidia’s H800, a chip designed for the Chinese
market that Washington banned in late2023.

The company has since leaned increasingly on
Huawei. In April it released its V4 model adapted
for Huawei’s Ascend chips, and Huawei said its
processors were used in part of the training of
V4-Flash, a lighter version of the model. Orders
for Huawei’s Ascend 950 chips from Chinese tech
conglomerates surged after the launch, Reuters
has reported.

Tapping inference demand

A DeepSeek inference chip would target the
fastest-growing segment of Al computing
demand. As Al applications spread, more of the
industry’s computing work is shifting from
training models to running them, which relies on
specialised chips that can be cheaper and less
power-hungry than general-purpose GPUs.

CM
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China’s booming gig economy masks
job market pain, hits welfare system

China’s gig economy absorbs mass layoffs in other industries; flexible workers set to reach 320 million this year-think tank; precarious job, income

stability compounds weakness in demand; participation in social insurance raises welfare risks; saturation squeezes income for delivery workers

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
BEIJING

ao Zhang began
Bdriving for a Chi-
nese ride-hailing

app this year after losing
his job as a software tester
and says the weak job mar-
ket gives him little hope of
returning to the tech
sector.

His story is increasingly
common in China, where
tens of millions are shifting
from formal employment
into the gig economy as
meagre unemployment in-
surance, record numbers
of graduates and a shor-
tage of jobs squeeze
opportunities.

“Those who used to
take taxis now have to
drive them themselves,”
said the 30-year-old, who
works from 7 a.m. until
midnight in Beijing to earn
about 6,000 yuan ($885) a
month after vehicle rental
and charging costs.

The China New Employ-
ment Forms Research Cen-
ter, a think tank, estimates
the number of people in
flexible employment -with-
out a permanent full-time
contract - rising to 320 mil-
lion this year from 280 mil-
lion in 2025, a cohort al-
most as large as the U.S.
population and about 44%
of China’s workforce.

Analysts say China’s gig
economy has become a
crucial employment buffer

as the property crisis
wipes out construction
jobs and manufacturers
shed workers through au-
tomation and cost-cutting
amid tariffs, overcapacity
and price wars.

Safety net

Increasingly, it hires edu-
cated youth and white-col-
lar workers squeezed by
weak domestic demand
and Al adoption.

“The proportion is ex-
tremely high,” said Yang
Zhan, acultural anthropol-
ogy expert at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic Universi-
ty. “It’s no longer limited to
rural migrants and has
spread to the middle class
and university graduates.”

“China is upgrading ma-
nufacturing, and many in-
dustries that used to ab-
sorb large numbers of

=

Small break: A delivery driver looks at this phone as he rests on electric bike in Beijing, China. REUTERS

e

The China New
Employment Forms
Research Center
estimates the number of
people in flexible
employment rising to
320 mn this year from
280 mn in 2025

workers are being phased
out. Then there is AL
Zhan said.

China’s human resourc-
es ministry and the State
Council Information Of-
fice, which answers media
queries on behalf of the ca-
binet, did not immediately
respond to comment re-
quests. As elsewhere, gig
economy work mitigates
the income shock of losing
a formal job. But in China,

one government adviser
said the rise of gig jobs -
where social insurance
contributions are not man-
datory -heightens long-
term risks to an inadeg-
uately funded welfare
system.

Pension fund risks

A 2019 Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences report
warned that the national
pension fund could run
out by 2035 as the popula-
tion ages. A 2024 update
said delaying retirement
could push depletion back
eight to nine years.

“It may not be easy to
find a solution,” due to un-
stable incomes and con-
tracts in the gig sector, said
the adviser, suggesting
Beijing should support the
formal services industry to
create better jobs.

Growing burden

Central government transf-
ers that plug social insu-
rance budget gaps roughly
trebled over the last de-
cade to about 3 trillion
yuan, doubling as a per-
centage of total expendi-
ture to 10%, a Gavekal Dra-
gonomics analysis showed.

A second government
adviser said further taxing
gig workers,many of them
rural migrants, to reduce
the burden, would be-
“highly = unreasonable.”
Birth subsidies could be a
preferable long-term fix,
he said.

Only two of the 12 flexi-
ble workers Reuters inter-
viewed said they were vo-
luntarily contributing,
while two others said they
paid through formal part-
time jobs outside their gig
work. The rest said they
preferred to save on own.

“I can take control, rath-
er than wait for decades
for others to pay me,” said
Angel An, 24, who earns
more than the average
ride-hailing driver by pro-
moting her services to tou-
rists in Shanghai and near-
by Suzhou on social media.

Zhang suffers from re-
curring ankle and knee
pain from long hours in
traffic, but has chosen not
to buy medical insurance,
adding that pension felt
“too far away” and would
be small anyway.

Gig jobs lack the pay and
security many Chinese ex-
pect, said HSBC Asia eco-

nomist Frederic Neumann,
warning this drags on con-
sumption and growth.

“A whole new genera-
tion is growing up unaccus-
tomed to the security and
confidence that their pa-
rents for a long time en-
joyed,” Neumann said.

Low participation

A December 2025 govern-
ment report found that by
end-2024 only 70.6 million
flexible workers were en-
rolled in the urban em-
ployee pension scheme,
which supplements basic
retirement benefits. Most
migrant workers contri-
bute small amounts only to
the basic scheme, where
payouts can be as low as
163 yuan a month.

There are no estimates
for how many gig workers
pay into all social insu-
rance schemes - pension,
medical, work injury,u-
nemployment, maternity
and housing - but the num-
bers are likely much lower.

A Peking University sur-
vey of 30,000 delivery
workers found fewer than
10% would support manda-
tory social security contri-
butions, which would cost
employees about 10% of
their income and em-
ployers roughly a quarter.

“The urgent priority is
to make it easier for flexi-
ble workers to be included
in employee social security
system,” said Nomura’s
chief China economist Ting
Lu who estimates only tens
of millions fully enrolled.

Big Tech data centres are driving up electricity
bills at United States’ Rust Belt factories

INSIGHT

Reuters
NEW YORK

For years, electricity costs
for the Belden Brick Com-
pany in Sugarcreek, Ohio,
had been relatively stable.
Last year, they surged by
90% — largely because of
rising power demand from
data centers in the region.

The 141-year-old brick
manufacturer, whose pro-
ducts can be found in icon-
ic buildings including the
Texas Alamo and Notre
Dame University, is seeing
power bills rise mainly
from a monthly capacity
charge, which recently
jumped from $1,600 a
month to $12,000.

Belden Brick is among
many manufacturers
across America’s heartland
where costs are rising as
power-hungry data centres
serving the artificial intelli-
gence industry proliferate.

Factory electricity bills,
a core expense, are rising
faster than for many
homes and other business
es, according to a Reuters
review of U.S. energy data
and interviews with nearly
a dozen manufacturers
and industry advocates.

Federal, state and local
governments responding
to consumer anger and
grid-stability concerns are
pushing Big Tech to pay
more for their expected
demand. But some of their
proposals lump in smaller
factories with tech giants
such as Meta and Amazon,
whose power needs can
dwarf even large manufac-
turers by a factor of 50.

Meta declined to com-
ment. Amazon did not res-
pond to a comment re-
quest. Capacity charges
are designed to compen-
sate power generators for
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Short circuit: Workers package and cube pallet bricks for shipping
at Belden Brick in Sugarcreek, Ohio, U.S. VIA REUTERS

ensuring the grid has
enough electricity for peak
usage and to spur develop-
ment of new supply. They
generally account for
about 10% of residential
bills but can represent up
to three times that for ma-
nufacturers, according to
interviews with manufac-
turers, attorneys and ener-
gy experts. Such fees have
soared in the 13-state re-
gion covered by grid opera-
tor PJM Interconnection
due to stagnant supply and
demand from data centres,
where one server ware-
house can use as much
electricity as a mid-sized
town.

Capacity charge surge
“That capacity charge just
jumped off the page,” said
company president Brad
Belden, part of the fifth
generation working at the
company.

Despite such capacity-
charge hikes, PJM was
forced to take emergency
steps last week, including
asking some users to curb
electricity use, to prevent
rolling blackouts as searing
temperatures pushed peak
demand to a new record.

The rising costs and reg-
ulatory uncertainty threa-
ten some factories’ viabili-

ty at a time when U.S.
President Donald Trump is
prioritising domestic ma-
nufacturing, advocates
and policy experts say.
These businesses are con-
sidering raising prices,
slowing growth, or in some
cases relocating.

Profits shrink
Belden has raised brick
prices by 4% and profits
have still shrunk. If bills
keep rising, he said local
manufacturers may quick-
ly reach limits on cost-cut-
ting or price-hiking.

“There are going to be
some companies that are
on the razor’s edge,” said
Belden.

The White House said in
a statement that Trump
has taken action to cushion
the blow on manufactur-
ers, citing his hosting of
tech companies signing a
“ratepayer protection
pledge” earlier this year
and directives to build
more power plants in PJM,
paid for by tech
companies.

Other reasons

Data centre advocates say
the industry’s rapid expan-
sion is driving long-over-
due investments in Ameri-
ca’s electric grid and cite

other factors driving up
costs, including power-
plant retirements and
transmission constraints.

Data-centre growth is
“making us finally grapple
with the difficult decisions
that we were always going
to have to face,” said Aaron
Tinjum, vice president of
energy for Data Center
Coalition, a trade group.

A 1,000% price increase
PJM, the largest U.S. grid
operator, covers a Mid-At-
lantic and Midwest manu-
facturing belt from New
Jersey to northern Illinois
and as far south as Tennes-
see that has become attrac-
tive to data centre develop-
ers. Of the eight U.S. states
considered emerging data
center hubs, five are in the
Rust Belt, according to Syn-
ergy Research Group data.

The clash of old manu-
facturers and new data
centres in the same region
weighs heavily on costs
and grid reliability. Data
centers, said PJM spokes-
person Jeff Shields, “can be
built faster than the gener-
ation needed to serve
them, driving up demand
faster than supply.”

1000% levy increase
PJM sets capacity prices
paid to power generators
based on forecasted supply
and demand, and manu-
facturers often pay an out-
sized share once capacity
charges filter down to cus-
tomers. PJM’s capacity
prices jumped from $28.92
per megawatt-day in2024
to the current $329.17 per
megawatt-day — a 1,038%
rise —driven primarily by
data center growth.

That helped push up
electricity prices more
quickly for industrial users
in big manufacturing states
that are also becoming da-
ta centre hubs in PJM’s re-
gion, according to Reuters

calculations using U.S.
Energy Department data
on electricity prices.

Average industrial elec-
tricity prices were up 31%
in Pennsylvania and 26% in
Ohio as of December 2025
from 12 months -earlier,
compared with a 7% rise
nationwide for industrialu
sers. Residential customers
in those two states saw in-
creases of 14% and 9%,
respectively.

Even a 1% or 2% power-
cost increase can stretch
factory owners, who often
operate on thin margins
and use lots of electricity,
economists and industry
officials say.

“This can have short-
and long-term impacts on
whether or not these facili-
ties can continue to oper-
ate,” said Paul Cicio,presi-
dent of the trade group
Industrial Energy Consum-
ers of America.

Graveyard shift

Capacity charges at plastic
products  manufacturer
Plaskolite jumped to $1.2
million annually from
$2,00,000 a year earlier at
its combined Pennsylvania
and Ohio facilities. The
company is considering
shifting from using the grid
to powering its operations
with a direct natural gas
feed, said Timothy Ling,
Plaskolite’s senior environ-
mental director.

“Electricity has become
the highest-drama form of
energy,” Ling said.

Grove City, Ohio-based
Tosoh SMD, which produc-
es materials used in elec-
tronics, is considering
revving up production dur-
ing the difficult-to-staff gra-
veyard shift, when electric-
ity is cheaper.

“We’re trying to be as
creative as possible just to
maintain competitive-

ness,” said John Holeman,

Tosoh’s director of facili-
ties and maintenance.

Manufacturers are clas-
sified in the same electrici-
ty-rate class with data
centres and they are being
caught up in state and fed-
eral proposals aimed at
shielding homes and small
businesses from the price
spikes tied to data centers.

Currently, very large
energy users with their
own onsite power genera-
tion in PJM pay transmis-
sion charges only for the
power they draw from the
grid. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission is
proposing that companies
pay transmission charges
for onsite power genera-
tion also to ensure the grid
has enough supply if on-
site power fails.

Manufacturing  advo-
cates are appealing to
FERC for exemptions.
FERC declined comment.
At least 10 U.S. states also
have pending rules aimed
at managing electricity de-
mand from data centres,
but their parameters could
also hit manufacturers, ac-
cording to data from the
nonprofit Smart Electric
Power Alliance and North
Carolina State University’s
NC Clean Energy Technol-
ogy Center.

“Manufacturers are not
data centres,” said Cicio.
“We should not be impact-
ed by their effort to man-
age data centres.”

Belden and other manu-
facturers want Ohio’s regu-
lators to scrutinise how
utilities are estimating data
centre electricity demand.
Meanwhile, they’re trying
to cut their own costs.

“You start to look at al-
ternatives,” said Belden,
who is thinking of install-
ing onsite power genera-
tion to reduce reliance on
the grid. “Manufacturing
goes as power goes.”
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Explosions rock Syria’s capital as

French President Macron visits

REUTERS

Explosions rocked Syria’s capital on Tuesday and injured at least 18
people as French President Emmanuel Macron met with his
counterpart Ahmad al-Sharaa in a landmark visit to the country,
Syria’s Interior Ministry said. Mr. Macron was in the presidential
palace when the explosions happened, and was reportedly safe. A

LONDON

Prince Harry and others lose their

ISLAMABAD

Nine policemen killed in militant

CAIRO

Israeli fire kills six Palestinians in

privacy lawsuit against Daily Mail

attack in Balochistan province

AP

Prince Harry, the estranged younger son of King Charles, and other
high-profile British figures on Tuesday lost their privacy lawsuits
against the Daily Mail’s publisher. He and the other claimants
alleged that dozens of stories published about them were based on
information which had been obtained unlawfully. REUTERS

At least nine policemen were killed in a terrorist attack at a police
post in Pakistan’s Balochistan province, officials said on Tuesday.
The incident took place on Monday night at the police post in Ziarat
district’s Mangi Dam area. The police confirmed that five others
remained missing and operation to recover them is under way. PTI

Gaza, say territory’s health officials

- S
REUTERS

Israeli strikes and gunfire killed at least six Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip on Tuesday, the territory’s health officials said. The Israeli
military said they had targeted militants in some of these strikes.
The Popular Resistance Committees, a militant group, said an Israeli
strikes in Khan Younis killed a senior leader of the group. REUTERS

Tanker set ablaze after being struck
by projectile in the Strait of Hormuz

Iranian state TV says an LNG tanker came under attack after ignoring warnings but does not say Tehran ordered the attack;

Doha said targeting Qatari vessel in the strait was an ‘unacceptable attack’ on international navigation and energy security

Associated Press
DUBAI

tanker travelling off
Athe coast of Oman
in the Strait of Hor-

muz was struck by a pro-
jectile and caught fire early
Tuesday, the British mili-
tary said, in the latest at-
tack targeting a vessel mov-
ing through the narrow
mouth of the Persian Gulf.
Iranian state television
said the liquefied natural
gas tanker came under at-
tack after ignoring warn-
ings but did not directly
claim the assault.
According to the UK
Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) Centre, three
tankers were hit in the
strait in the past 24 hours.

‘serious violation’ of international law. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Tehran, which has repeat-
edly declared that only its
approved route through
the strait is safe, is suspect-
ed of attacking other ships
that have used another
route close to the Omani

shore. Previous attacks in
the strait have sparked re-
taliatory strikes by the U.S.
Iran then attacked Gulf
Arab states.

Meanwhile, talks bet-
ween Iran and the U.S. ap-

peared to be on hold until
after the burial of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who was assas-
sinated at the beginning of
the war. Authorities flew
Khamenei’s body to the
Shia seminary city of Qom,
where  mourners ho-
noured him on Tuesday.
The UKMTO said the
tanker was hit near Limah,
Oman, in the strait. It said
the projectile hit the port
side of the vessel as it tried
to travel south out of the
strait toward the Gulf of
Oman. The agency said
there were no environ-
mental effects from the
strike. “UKMTO has re-
ceived a report of a further
incident involving a tanker
transiting the Strait of Hor-

muz. The tanker was
struck by an unknown Un-
crewed Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) and has sustained
minor structural damage.
Iranian state TV, quot-
ing anonymous sources,
implied that Tehran car-
ried out the assault on a
tanker it said was carrying
natural gas from Qatar. Ho-
wever, there was no official
claim from the Islamic Re-
public for the attack.
Majed Al-Ansari, a spo-
kesperson for the Qatari
Foreign Ministry, said tar-
geting the Qatari tanker, Al
Rekayyat, in the strait was
an “unacceptable attack”
on international navigation
and global energy security.
He called it a “serious vio-
lation” of international law.

Trump praises Erdogan,
slams NATO before summit

Agence France-Presse
ANKARA

U.S. President Donald
Trump praised his “che-
mistry” with Turkish lead-
er Recep Tayyip Erdogan
as he arrived in Ankara for
a NATO summit on Tues-
day, while hitting out at Eu-
ropean allies for their res-
ponse to his war in Iran.

Mr. Trump was greeted
personally by Mr. Erdogan
on the tarmac as he des-
cended from Air Force
One, before being escorted
through the empty streets
of the Turkish capital by a
guard of riders on white
horses.

The summit comes at a
fraught time for the 77-
year-old transatlantic al-
liance, as Mr. Trump has
lashed out at allies and
Washington steps back
from Europe.

“I was very disappoint-

Donald Trump and American officials meet with Recep Tayyip

Erdogan and Turkish officials in Ankara on Tuesday. AP

ed with NATO,” Mr. Trump
said, sitting next to Mr. Er-
dogan at the latter’s vast
presidential palace.
“Frankly, if it (the sum-
mit) weren’t held in Turki-
ye, where my friend hap-
pens to be a very strong
leader, a very strong per-
son, it’s possible that I
wouldn’t have attended.”
NATO officials are hop-
ing Mr. Trump’s strong re-

lationship with the Turkish
leader could help smooth
over the bad blood caused
by the Iran war.

In a potentially major
boost for Mr. Erdogan, Mr.
Trump said Washington
would consider selling F-35
fighter jets to Turkiye, after
booting it out of the pro-
gramme in 2019 over Anka-
ra’s purchase of a Russian
system.

Cuba slowly gets power back
after a nationwide blackout

Agence France-Presse
HAVANA

Cubans were gradually get-
ting power back on Tues-
day after the third nation-
wide power outage since
the start of the year, caus-
ing mounting despair in
the face of an energy col-
lapse precipitated by a U.S.
fuel blockade.

The communist island
was already struggling to
keep the lights on before
U.S. President Donald
Trump cut off its oil sup-
plies in January, depleting
the dwindling supply of
fuel for its power plants.

Union Electrica (UNE),
the state electricity compa-
ny, announced a “total dis-
connection” to the entire
island at midday on Mon-
day, leaving the commu-
nist country’s 9.6 million
inhabitants without power
while not providing a
reason.

The electricit
generation system,
composed mainly
of Soviet-era plants,
is in shambles

It said early Tuesday
that power was restored to
over 30% of the capital, in-
cluding 43 medical centres
and nine water distribu-
tion installations.

The blackout marks the
eighth on the island since
late 2024.

The lack of fuel “un-
doubtedly complicates the
restoration process,” Laza-
ro Guerra, director of elec-
tricity at the Ministry of
Energy and Mines, said on
state television late Mon-
day without giving a time-
line for repairs.

Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel blamed U.S.
sanctions policy against
the island.

“While the U.S. attempts
to trigger social unrest
through strangulation by
blocking fuel access to Cu-
ba, the UNE is mobilising
to reverse the collapse of
the National Electric Sys-
tem,” the President said.

“The work being done
by electrical workers
amidst a genocidal energy
blockade is heroic,” he
added.

This latest blackout
comes as the state imposes
increasingly  draconian
power cuts across the
country — over 30 hours at
a stretch in parts of Havana
and over 70 hours in some
rural areas — in an increas-
ingly desperate attempt to
conserve fuel.

Power outages have
been a feature of life for
years in Cuba, where the
electricity generation sys-
tem, composed mainly of
dilapidated Soviet-era
plants, is in shambles.

Lost souls

Plots containing the coffins of victims of the June 24 earthquakes, at La Esperanza Cemetery in Carayaca, La Guaira state, northeast of

T

Caracas, on Monday. The twin earthquakes have claimed the lives of at least 3,535 people, the Venezuelan government reported. AFp

Extremists kill
22 soldiers
and militia in
Burkina Faso

Agence France-Presse
ABIDJAN

Atleast 22 soldiers and civi-
lian militia were killed in
suspected attacks by extre-
mists at the weekend in
northern Burkina Faso, se-
curity sources said on
Tuesday.

Around 14 military per-
sonnel and seven civilian
army volunteers were
killed at a military base in
Di, near Dedougou, on Sa-
turday morning, while
there were several deaths
at Solhan, sources said.

Burkina Faso has been
led by a military junta
since September 2022 but
has been battling jihadists
affiliated with al-Qaeda and
the Islamic State group.

The  military  has
brought in civilians to help
them in the fight but they
have paid a high price.

Le Pen cleared to run
for President, but to
wear electronic tag

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

French far-right chief Ma-
rine Le Pen’s political fu-
ture remained uncertain
on Tuesday after a court
cleared her to run but
wearing an ankle tag, po-
tentially hampering a cam-
paign for next year’s presi-
dential elections when her
party has its strongest
chance of winning power.
A lower court last year
had sentenced Ms. Le Pen,
57, to a five-year ban from
public office and a two-
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year sentence over a fake
jobs scam at the European
Parliament.

The Paris appeals court
found Ms. Le Pen guilty ov-
er the scam but reduced
that sentence, banning her
from office for 15 months
as well as sentencing her to
one year to be served with
an electronic tag.

Dating from March
2025, the ban is expected
to have expired this year,
clearing the way in princi-
ple for her to run in polls
set for April and May next
year.

Reform UK leader Farage resigns as MP, forces byelection

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Nigel Farage, the leader of
the nativist Reform UK par-
ty, resigned from his parlia-
mentary seat of Clacton
-on-Sea on Tuesday, saying
he would run again in the
byelection that has been
triggered by his resigna-
tion. The announcement
was made towards the end
of an approximately 15-mi-
nute speech, during which
he railed against “the esta-
blishment”, accusing the
mainstream political par-
ties in Britain and the me-
dia of unfairly targeting
him.

Mr. Farage is currently
under investigation by a

parliamentary standards
body for not registering a
personal gift of £5 million
from Thailand-based cryp-
tocurrency investor Chris-
topher Harborne weeks
before he announced that
he was running in the 2024
general election. Mr. Far-
age has offered different
explanations of the gift —
from suggesting it was a
“reward” for his Brexit
campaign to saying it was
funding for his personal se-
curity. He has continued to
argue that he did not break
the rules by not declaring
the gift. The probe,
launched in May, has not
yet concluded.

There are, however, oth-
er allegations against the

Nigel Farage

Reform UK chief. Over the
weekend, the Sunday
Times had published a re-
port alleging that Mr. Far-
age received funding from
a long-time associate and
convicted criminal, George
Cottrell, funding his securi-
ty, housing and staffing.
Mr. Farage reportedly

broke gift registration
rules. The Liberal Demo-
crats have referred this in-
cident to the parliamen-
tary standards
commissioner.

Mr. Farage has repeated-
ly insisted he has done
nothing wrong, arguing
that the parliamentary
code did not cover what
MPs spent in their private
lives.

“The press would rather
our Members of Parlia-
ment had no assets and no
wealth at all, they seem to
fundamentally object to
any MP that has outside in-
come,” Mr. Farage said in
his broadcast on Tuesday,
adding that he was earning
well in the 1990s as a com-

modity trader but did not
do well financially as a
member of the European
Parliament subsequently.

Mr. Farage boasted that
his actions led to Brexit (he
had spearheaded the Brex-
it campaign as chief of the
Eurosceptic UK Indepen-
dence Party) and that he
emerged from the process
with “very little money”.

“Now I've decided that
the people of Clacton
should be the judges of my
actions. This will be a peo-
ple versus the establish-
ment by-election.”

The £5 million was go-
ing to be needed for his se-
curity, Mr. Farage said, ad-
ding that he was the most
physically and verbally at-

tacked politician currently.
He said the country was
about to get a Prime Minis-
ter without a mandate, re-
ferring to MP Andy Burn-
ham, the former Greater
Manchester mayor and
MP, who is likely to suc-
ceed Prime Minister Keir
Starmer imminently.

Mr. Farage on Tuesday
called for a general elec-
tion. Reform U.K. had per-
formed strongly in the May
2026 elections for local
council seats in England
and assembly seats in
Wales and Scotland, at the
expense of both Labour
and the Conservatives alth-
ough it has been losing vo-
ters to the far-right Restore
Britain party.
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People take part in a protest in front of TotalEnergies’s
headquarters tower, in Puteaux on May 29. AFp

Ugandan farmers
begin UK. legal case
against oil pipeline

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Four Ugandan farmers launched a “first-of-its-
kind” case in Britain on Tuesday against a $5.6 bil-
lion oil pipeline project led by French energy
giant TotalEnergies, rights NGO Avaaz said.

Due to start operating in 2027, the East African
Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) will be the world’s
longest heated oil pipeline, transporting oil from
landlocked Uganda to the Tanzanian port of Tan-
ga. Climate scientists and environmentalist
groups have described the project as a “carbon
bomb” that would unleash 379 million tonnes of
climate-heating pollution over its 20-year lifetime.

The legal action filed in the UK High Court on
Tuesday seeks to stop the operation of the pipe-
line before oil starts flowing through it.

The EACOP company is registered in Britain
and is majority-owned by TotalEnergies, with par-
ticipation from Uganda, Tanzania, and the China
National Offshore Qil Corporation.

The four farmers argue the project violates
their country’s climate, environmental and consti-
tutional laws — but because they face repression at
home, they are suing in Britain. “We are scared
that tomorrow there will be oil spills because I
don’t think that those pipes will stay for years and
years in the soil or underground without getting
broken, without getting old,” Rachael Tugume,
one of the claimants who was displaced from her
land by the EACOP project, told an online press

briefing Tuesday.

The case is thought to be the first time Ugandan
environmental laws have been brought before a

foreign court, said Avaaz.

AP-NORC poll: U.S. support for Israel
slips as Democrats grow more critical

A new AP-NORC poll reveals a dramatic erosion of support for Israel, after decades of bipartisan backing; even those who believed Israel’s response

to Hamas’ October 7 attack was justified no longer believe that of its current actions; age plays a role in how Republicans view Israel and Netanyahu

Associated Press
NEW YORK

fter decades of re-
A liable bipartisan
backing for Israel, a

new AP-NORC poll reveals
a dramatic erosion of sup-
port for the longtime U.S.
ally, with rising opposition
from Democrats and signs

of division among
Republicans.
The survey by The Asso-

ciated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research
arrives at a moment when
a once-consensus foreign
policy issue is increasingly
polarising Americans
along partisan and genera-
tional lines, driven by criti-
cism for Israel’s conduct
nearly three years after the
outbreak of its latest war
with Hamas in Gaza.

About one-third of U.S.
adults — including roughly
half of Democrats — believe
that Israel has committed
genocide against Palesti-
nians during the war in Ga-
za, an accusation that’s
been leveled by some hu-
man rights organisations
and vehemently denied by
Israel and the U.S. govern-
ment. About 2 in 10 Ameri-
cans say Israel has not and
the rest, about half, don’t
know enough to say.

A similar share, 30%, of
Jewish adults say Israel has
committed genocide, alth-
ough about half, 49%, say it
has not.

Harold Kalmus, a 69-
year-old Democrat from
Arden, Delaware who de-

scribes himself as Jewish
by birth, said he remem-
bers being proud of Israel
when he was younger. Not
anymore. “I realise that
there is a threat from Ha-
mas. And I realise they’re
in a very difficult situation,
but what they have done is
just an unspeakable hor-
ror,” he said of Israel’s mil-
itary action against the Pal-
estinians. “They’re trying
to wipe out a civilisation as
far as I'm concerned.”

Israel’s image falls
The findings show sharply
eroded views of Israel in
the U.S., nearly three years
after Hamas’ attack on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, which left
1,200 people dead in Is-
rael, mainly civilians, while
251 hostages were taken
back to Gaza. More than
73,000 Palestinians have
died in Gaza according to
the Hamasrtun Gaza
Health Ministry, which
doesn’t distinguish bet-
ween civilian and militant
deaths, including more
than 1,000 killed since the
beginning of the latest cea-
sefire. American sympath-
ies had been shifting to-
ward the Palestinians and
away from the Israelis
since around 2020, accord-
ing to other polling, but
has nose-dived since the
latest war in Gaza began.
Many Americans, about
41in 10, don’t know enough
to say whether Israel’s im-
mediate military response
to Hamas’ attack or its on-
going military operations
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About 58% of Democrats now say the U.S. is ‘too supportive’ of the
Israelis, up from 45% in an AP-NORC poll from January 2024. AFp

were justified. Among
those who did have an opi-
nion in each case, most say
the initial retaliation was
justified — but a majority
think its current actions
are not.

About three-quarters of
Jewish adults said Israel’s
initial response was justi-
fied, but only about 4 in 10
believe that about its ongo-
ing operations.

Only about one-third of
U.S. adults view Israel as an
“extremely” or “very” im-
portant issue to them per-
sonally. But it’s been a sear-
ing topic in American
politics as the relationship
between the two countries
remains tense, just four
months before high-stakes
midterm elections deter-
mine the balance of power
in Congress for President
Donald Trump’s final two
years in office. Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance recently
criticised Israeli leaders
who have expressed frus-
tration with Mr. Trump,

while vocal critics of Israel
recently defeated esta-
blishment-backed Demo-
crats in New York and Col-
orado primaries.

The AP-NORC poll re-
veals a decisive shift within
the Democratic Party.

About 58% of Demo-
crats now say the U.S. is
“too supportive” of the Is-
raelis, up from 45% in an
AP-NORC poll from Janu-
ary 2024. That includes
51% of Jewish Democrats in
the new poll.

Roughly 6 in 10 Demo-
crats, 62%, say the U.S. is
“not supportive enough”
of the Palestinians, up
from 49% in 2024. Younger
Democrats (those 45 and
younger) are more likely
than older ones to say that
the United States is “not
supportive enough” of the
Palestinians, but older De-
mocrats are catching up to
their younger counter-
parts. About 57% of older
Democrats now say the
U.S. should do more for the

Palestinians, up from 39%
two years ago.

Joy Jennik, a 73-year-old
Democrat from Brookfield,
Wisconsin, said she didn’t
have strong opinions about
the U.S. relationship with
Israel until after Hamas’
October 7 attack. Now, she
believes Israel is guilty of
genocide. “The Gaza Strip,
there’s not a lot left of it.
Those poor people are
barely living,” said Ms. Jen-
nik, a retired home eco-
nomics teacher.

Republicans’ stance

Just a sliver of Republicans,
13%, describe Israel’s ac-
tions as genocide, although
there is an apparent age
gap. About 2 in 10 Republi-
cans under 45 say Israel
has committed genocide,
while about 1in 10 Republi-
cans ages 45 and older say
the same.

Overall, 60% of Republi-
cans describe the U.S. sup-
port for Israel as “about
right”. Only about 2 in 10
Republicans say that the
United States is “too sup-
portive” of the Israelis,
although Republicans un-
der 45 are more likely to
say this.

The share of Republi-
cans overall who say the
U.S. is “too supportive” of
Israel has not changed
meaningfully since 2024,
but the share who say the
U.S. is “not supportive
enough” has shrunk from
39% to 15%.

Mike Cardona, a 70-
year-old Republican from

suburban Phoenix, said
he’s pleased with the level
of support that the U.S. is
giving Israel and rejects the
notion that Israel has com-
mitted genocide. Mr. Car-
dona, a retired industrial
supply salesperson said of
Israel’s military action in
Gaza, “Unfortunately,
some innocents will be
hurt, but Hamas and Hez-
bollah never took that into
consideration when they
were Kkilling children and
women in Israel”

In interviews, several
respondents emphasised
that their criticism of Israel
was focused on its leaders,
especially Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who
is perceived as closely
aligned with Mr. Trump af-
ter repeated clashes with
Democratic presidents.

Overall, only 20% of U.S.
adults have a favorable
view of the Israeli prime
minister, while about twice
as many, 38%, have an un-
favorable view. About 41%
don’t know enough to have
an opinion. Mr. Netanyahu
is particularly unpopular
among Jewish adults:
about 6 in 10 view him un-
favorably, while about one-
third see him positively.

Younger adults, regard-
less of party, are more like-
ly than older adults to say
they don’t have an opinion
about Mr. Netanyahu. But
while older Republicans
see him more positively
than negatively, younger
Republicans’ views tilt
unfavorably.

South Korean law targeting false
online information takes effect

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

South Korea began enforc-
ing Tuesday a revised law
targeting false information
posted online, toughening
penalties for repeat offen-
ders despite concerns over
the impact on free speech.

The law, which requires
major platforms to set up
new response systems,
comes as concern grows in
the country over digital
misinformation, including
high-profile cases involving
celebrities.

But Opposition politi-
cians, civic groups and me-
dia experts warn it could
chill free speech and open
the door to government-in-
fluenced censorship.

The Asian tech power-

Repeat offenders whose content has been ruled illegal by courts
face fines of up to $655,000. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

house previously relied on
general defamation laws
and civil damage claims to
address false information —
without a clear legal frame-
work targeting so-called
fake news.

With the revision to the
information and communi-
cations network act, it

joins many countries try-
ing to tackle the flood of
falsehoods online that can
have serious real-life
consequences.

Now users who inten-
tionally spread illegal false
or manipulated informa-
tion could be ordered to
pay up to five times the ac-

tual cost of damages.

And repeat offenders
whose content has been
ruled illegal by courts face
fines of up to one billion
won ($655,000).

Platforms including
South Korea’s Naver and
Kakao and U.S. giants Goo-
gle and Meta must intro-
duce systems for users to
report alleged false or ma-
nipulated information, and
publish transparency re-
ports every six months de-
tailing complaints and ac-
tions taken.

South Korea saw a surge
in online misinformation
following the botched
2024 martial law attempt,
including unsubstantiated
allegations of Chinese in-
terference in the electoral
system.

Bull run

m

Pamplona special: Participants run ahead of bulls during the first running of the bulls at the San Fermin festival in Pamplona, northern

Spain, on July 7,2026. Thousands of people every year attend the week-long festival and its famous encierros, or running of the bulls. Arp

Amnesty report finds proof of ethnic cleansing, crimes against civilians in Sudan

Rizmi Lia M.

In a report ‘City Under
Siege, Children Under Fire:
Rapid Support Forces’
Crimes Against Humanity
in North Darfur’ released
on July 1, Amnesty Interna-
tional concluded that Su-
danese paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) com-
mitted “crimes against hu-
manity and carried out
ethnic cleansing” during
its campaign to seize El
Fasher in Sudan’s North
Darfur state.

Sudan has been mired
in a brutal war since April
2023 between the Suda-
nese Armed Forces (SAF)
and the RSF, which has
killed tens of thousands of
people and displaced mil-
lions, according to the Un-
ited Nations.

The report documents
widespread abuses against
civilians in and around El
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Fasher between early 2024
and October 2025, as the
RSF fought the SAF and al-
lied joint forces in a con-
flict that devastated North
Darfur.

Long list of crimes
According to Amnesty, the
RSF committed murder,
forcible transfer, imprison-
ment, torture, rape, sexual
slavery, other forms of sex-
ual violence, enslavement,
extermination and
persecution.

The investigation, con-
ducted over eight months
between August 2025 and
April 2026, is based on in-
terviews with 247 people,
including 208 survivors
(169 adults and 39 chil-
dren) who experienced or
witnessed conflict-related
abuses. Amnesty also veri-
fied 89 videos and ana-
lysed satellite imagery
from North Darfur.

Amnesty  concluded
that the RSF committed
crimes against humanity
and carried out ethnic
cleansing during its cam-
paign to seize El Fasher.

The report states that
the RSF had taken control
of four of Darfur’s five State
capitals by November
2023, leaving El Fasher as
the last major stronghold
of the SAF and allied joint
forces. Beginning in 2024,
the RSF systematically at-
tacked villages, towns and
displacement camps sur-
rounding the city, targeting
civilians, looting property
and burning civilian infras-
tructure. Many of the af-
fected communities were
predominantly inhabited
by the Zaghawa and other
non-Arab ethnic groups.

Amnesty further finds
that the pattern of destroy-
ing villages in Abu Zerega
area, populated primarily

Y :

People queue to receive free food being distributed at a camp for

displaced people, near El-Obeid, Sudan, on June 29. AFP

by Zaghawa communities
along with smaller num-
bers of other non-Arab eth-
nic groups, which took
place between December
2024 and March 2025, is
consistent with ethnic
cleansing. This conclusion
is reinforced by the RSF’s
continued control of these
areas, preventing dis-
placed populations from
returning.

The report also says the

RSF repeatedly used the
derogatory slur ‘falangay’
(or ‘falangayat’ in the plu-
ral), a term referring to
slavery or servitude, while
attacking civilians from
non-Arab ethnic groups.
The RSF besieged El
Fasher from May 2024 to
October 2025, restricting
the entry of food and hu-
manitarian aid while shell-
ing the city almost daily. As
famine spread, many resi-

dents reportedly survived
by eating ambaz, a by-pro-
duct of peanut oil produc-
tion normally used as ani-
mal feed.

Many civilians attempt-
ed to flee towards Tawila,
but the RSF made escape
nearly impossible, accord-
ing to the report. By Octob-
er 2025, El Fasher was en-
circled by a 57-km network
of earthen berms that res-
tricted civilian movement.
Witnesses told investiga-
tors that RSF fighters inter-
cepted civilians attempting
to flee, with many being ex-
ecuted or tortured.

Amnesty interviewed 18
people who were present
at the Saudi Maternity Hos-
pital, El Fasher’s last func-
tioning hospital, including
staff, patients and rela-
tives, who said they wit-
nessed RSF fighters kill
scores of people there. The
report also documented

widespread rape and other
forms of conflict-related
sexual violence. It said the
RSF unlawfully detained ci-
vilians, held many hostag-
es for ransom in inhumane
conditions, and recruited
and used boys in violation
of international law.

Amnesty also identified
three RSF commanders al-
legedly responsible for se-
rious violations of interna-
tional law. It named Maj.
Gen. Gedo Hamdan
Ahmed Mohamed, known
as ‘Abu Shouk’, Lt. Col. Ab-
bas Khater Bakhit, and
commander Al-Fateh Ab-
dullah Idris, also known as
‘Abu Lulw’, citing witness
testimony and verified vi-
deos that allegedly showed
torture and summary
executions.

Call for action
Agnes Callamard, Amnesty
International’s Secretary

General, urged the interna-
tional community to move
beyond statements of con-
cern and take concrete
steps to protect civilians
and end impunity.

She called on Sudan’s
international partners to
ensure that humanitarian
aid, including child-fo-
cused services, reaches re-
fugees and internally dis-
placed people. She also
urged action against the
commanders identified in
the report.

The report further
called on all countries to
immediately stop supply-
ing arms and ammunition
to parties to the Sudan con-
flict. It specifically urged
States to stop providing
arms to the United Arab
Emirates, which Amnesty
described as the RSF’s
principal foreign backer,
until it complies with the
UN arms embargo.
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NO EXCUSE

I don't think the Balogun issue

affected us, says Pochettino

A

AFP

USA coach Mauricio Pochettino said he was disappointed and
frustrated by the backlash over Folarin Balogun’s ban, but insisted it
was no excuse for the defeat. “I don’t think it affected our
performance... it’s not an excuse. It wasn’t our day. We need to
accept that sometimes these things happen”.

SUBTLE MESSAGE

Belgium players bring out the

‘Trump dance’ during USA rout

AFP

Belgium players celebrated their FIFA World Cup round-of-16 win
over the United States with a dance inspired by U.S. President
Donald Trump. Following Romelu Lukaku’s stoppage-time goal that
completed Belgium’s 4-1 win at Seattle, Lukaku and several
teammates gathered together and performed the viral dance.

FULL BACKING

FIFA praises the referee who

Trump claimed was ‘suspect’

REUTERS

FIFA has defended the reputation of World Cup referee Raphael
Claus on comments by U.S. President Donald Trump, who
questioned his integrity for sending off Folarin Balogun.
“Throughout his career, he has consistently demonstrated the
highest standards of professionalism and integrity,” FIFA said.

STRONG RESPONSE

Mbappe condemns Paraguayan

senator over racist remarks

A

AFP

Kylian Mbappe condemned Paraguayan senator Celeste Amarilla
over racist remarks she made following Paraguay’s loss to France.
“Through your recklessness and your brazen racism, the entire
world has already forgotten the journey and the historic effort that
your players accomplished during this WC,” Mbappe posted on X.

An emotional Ronaldo leaves
the field after the loss. REUTERS

Spain leaves it
late to end
Portugal’s
campaign

Agence France-Presse
DALLAS

Substitute Mikel Merino
scored a dramatic late win-
ner to put Spain in the
quarterfinals with a 1-O vic-
tory over Portugal and end
Cristiano Ronaldo’s World
Cup career on Monday.

The European cham-
pion will face Belgium in
Los Angeles on Friday.

In front of an expectant
crowd, a match that on
paper promised so much
failed to deliver.

Extra-time looked cer-
tain before fellow substi-
tute Ferran Torres slipped
in Merino to settle the con-
test in the first minute of
injury time.

Ronaldo bows out

It meant a sour final World
Cup match for the 41-year-
old Ronaldo, who was
fighting back tears at the
end.

Spain captain Rodri
praised the “maturity” of
his side.

“If anyone thinks that
we will move forward
without suffering, they are
mistaken,” he said.

Ronaldo confirmed on
the eve of the match that
this would be his last
dance on football’s biggest
stage.

He has refused to say
when he will end his inter-
national career.

Messi-inspired Argentina pulls
off a wild escape against Egypt

Down by two goals with a little more than 10 minutes left, the defending champion hauls itself back with its skipper

— who had an earlier penalty saved by the excellent Shobeir — leading the way with a goal and an assist

Sensational fightback: With elimination staring, Romero sparks off Argentina’s riposte with the first goal, Messi is ecstatic after bringing his team level before Fernandez

nods home the winner to break Egyptian hearts. REUTERS

Ayon Sengupta
ATLANTA

or close to 80 mi-

nutes, Argentina’s

World Cup was slip-
ping away, inch by inch.
Lionel Messi had missed a
penalty, Egypt had defend-
ed with poise and coun-
tered with menace, and
the defending champion
was two goals down inside
a stadium that had spent
the whole morning singing
its captain’s name.

Then, in the space of a
breathless final stretch,
the game changed.

Cristian Romero pulled
one back, Messi restored
parity, and deep into stop-
page time Enzo Fernandez
arrived with the winner as
Argentina beat Egypt 3-2,
turning a near-certain
elimination into one of this
World Cup’s  wildest
escapes.

THE RESULTS
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Round of 16: Portugal 0 lost to
Spain 1 (Merino 90+1); USA 1
(Tillman 31) lost to Belgium 4 (De
Ketelaere 9 & 33, Vanaken 57,
Lukaku 90+3); Argentina 3
(Romero 79, Messi 83, Fernandez
90+3) bt Egypt 2 (Ibrahim 15, Ziko
67).

The stadium had been
blue and white long before
kick-off. Two hours before
the noon start, supporters
were already filling the cli-
mate-controlled  dome,
turning it into a shrine of
Messi.

Egypt, though, was not
cowed by the noise or the
occasion and Hossam Has-
san’s side won the early
midfield duels to disrupt
Argentina’s rhythm.

Its reward came in the
15th minute when Yasser
Ibrahim stole in front of Li-
sandro Martinez to power
a header into the top-right

corner, beyond the reach
of arooted Emiliano Marti-
nez.

Argentina had the
chance to respond in eight
minutes when Nicolas Ta-
gliafico was brought down
inside the box by Mo-
hamed Hassan.

The stadium rose, ex-
pecting the familiar script.
Instead, Mostafa Shobeir
dived low to his left and
pushed Messi’s penalty
away.

Disbelief
There was the gasp of dis-
belief, but not the sound of
a crowd turning on its idol.
The blue-and-white
banks answered with a
fresh chant, as if to sing
out the hurt of Messi.
After the hydration
break, Shobeir again react-
ed sharply to keep out
Alexis Mac Allister’s head-
er and then flung out a

strong hand to turn Julian
Alvarez’s skidding shot
around the post.

In the 58th minute, Has-
san glided in from the right
to link with Mohamed Sa-
lah and release Zico to fin-
ish beyond Emiliano, only
for VAR to intervene.

Warning not heeded
But the warning was not
heeded.

Moments later, from an
Argentine corner, Salah
gathered possession in his
own half and burst away,
carrying the ball beyond
Romero before slipping
Hassan free.

The Egyptian drifted in-
side to find the onrushing
Zico, who hammered his
finish past Emiliano to put
Egypt further ahead.

With 10 minutes left,
Romero turned his header
through Shobeir’s grasp to
reduce the deficit.

Messi then slalomed
past two defenders from
the right and almost equal-
ised, only for a desperate
clearance to spare Egypt.

The reprieve, though,
lasted barely a minute.

In the 83rd, Gonzalo
Montiel cushioned Lauta-
ro’s cross into Messi’s path
and the captain lashed his
finish past Shobeir.

Egypt still had one last
attack left in it, but as Sa-
lah was dispossessed near
the Argentine box, the ball
was worked forward
quickly, and a floated de-
livery found Enzo rising
above the red shirt to head
home the winner.

For Egypt, it was a de-
feat that would hurt more
because it had been
earned so well.

Argentina, untidy and
vulnerable  for long
stretches, had stitched to-
gether another escape.

Stat attack

De Ketelaere (two goals

and an assist) became the
first Belgian to be involved
in three goals in a World Cup
game in the last 60 years

2010. Incidentally, they won
that edition

Belgium has scored

three or more goals in
three straight matches for
the first time at the mar-
quee event

Belgium’s substitutes
contributed to nine
strikes in this edition (five
goals, four assists), a new

record

Lukaku is only behind

Milla (5) for most World
Cup goals as a substitute,
and the first to do so in four
different contests

5Spain joined Italy

(1990) as the
second team to
not concede a goal
in the first five
games of the
quadrennial ~ /
extravaganza

The
Span-
iards made

itto the
quarterfinals
for the sixth
time, and their
first since

l Ronaldo had 17 shots

and zero chances, the
most by a player without a
single opportunity created
in a World Cup over the last
60 years

3 Spain’s 35-game
unbeaten runin all
competitions (26 wins,
nine draws) tied its longest
streak (2007-2009 and
2018-2021)

9 Meri-

\ no’s

finishin

i the 91st

~ minute was
the latest
knockout
stage goal

in regulation

time by Spain
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England hands India
its biggest T20I defeat

INDIA IN ENGLAND

Press Trust of India
NOTTINGHAM

England consigned India to
a 125-run defeat in the
third T20I here on Tues-
day. Chasing a target of
202, the Indian batters fell
like nine pins as Jofra Arch-
er and Josh Tongue took se-
ven wickets between them.
Adil Rashid scalped two as
the Men in Blue were shot
out for 76 in the 12th over.
Earlier, Phil Salt over-
came initial jitters to smash
his way to a 44-ball 70 (7x4,
3x6). Even as he struggled
in the PowerPlay, Jos But-
tler (36, 21b, 4x4, 2x6) was
quick to get off the blocks.
Salt started getting his
share of boundaries as he
reached 50 off 36 balls.
Once he reached his half-
century, the opener

e

Salt. AFP

switched gears.

Sam Curran (41 n.o.,
24b, 4x4) used the long
handle to good effect to
take the host past the 200-
run mark after it was 111 for
four in 12 overs.

The scores: England 201/7 in 20
overs (Salt 70, Buttler 36, Curran
41 n.o., Harshit 2/40, Prince 2/30)
bt India 76 in 11.4 overs (Archer
3/29, Tongue 4/28, Rashid 2/14).
Toss: India.

Sinner turns on the heat against Struff, books a berth in the semifinal

WIMBLEDON

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

When Carlos Alcaraz
pulled out of both the
French Open and Wimble-
don, it appeared as if Jan-
nik Sinner had no credible
threats. Then at Roland-
Garros, when the World
No. 1 lost in the second
round under sweltering
conditions, a new foe
emerged — heat.

Tuesday at Wimbledon
was Sinner’s first test
against this unconvention-
al adversary, and to his im-
mense credit, the 24-year-
old came out unscathed to
beat German Jan-Lennard
Struff 7-5, 7-6(4), 6-3 in two
hours and 35 minutes.

Temperatures were ad-
mittedly not as bad as Pa-
ris, and just about touched
30 degrees. Nonetheless, it

CM
K

felt harsh because of the
high prevailing humidity.
With the entirety of Court
No. 1 bathed in sunshine
and there being no cloud
in sight, it was difficult to
spot even an inch of shade
to retreat to. Yet, Sinner
found a safe haven — in his
clutch play.

“It's a good step for-
ward,” he said after sealing
his berth in Friday's semifi-
nal. “We worked a lot after
Paris. Discussed what went
wrong and prepared in the
best possible way. It was a
huge test. But I felt really
comfortable on the physi-
cal side.”

Tennis-wise, Struff had
the attributes to trouble
Sinner. From a height of
6’47, his service was his
biggest weapon, and on
grass, as always, it ac-
quired an additional layer
of menace.

The 36-year-old was also
in form, having overcome

THE RESULTS

v

Men: Quarterfinals: 1-Sinner
(Ita) bt Struff (Ger) 7-5, 7-6(4), 6-3.
Fourth round: Fery (GBr) bt
Dimitrov (Bul) 7-5, 3-6, 4-6, 6-4,
7-6 [10-7]; 6-Fritz (USA) bt
10-Bublik (Kaz) 7-6(1), 6-4, 6-4;
2-Zverev (Ger) bt 13-Lehecka
(Cze) 6-4, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6(6).
Women: Quarterfinals: 7-Gauff
(USA) bt 4-Pegula (USA) 4-6, 6-3,
6-3; 10-Muchova (Cze) bt
14-Osaka (Jpn) 7-6(4), 6-4.

Fallen seeds: Men: 10-Bublik,
13-Lehecka. Women: 4-Pegula,
14-Osaka.

the likes of Daniil Medve-
dev and Hubert Hurkacz
en route his maiden Major
quarterfinal.

Sinner’s usually solid
ground-strokes had desert-
ed him for much of the first
week, and this continued
in the first set on Tuesday
as well. But at 5-5, the de-
fending champion broke
through, putting together a
sequence of two forehand
winners and a fierce return

that hurried Struff into a
low — and ultimately futile
— volley. A hold to 15 gave
him a one-set lead.

Margins remained tight
in the second stanza, and
worryingly, Sinner’s serve
started wobbling. He
couldn’t consolidate a
break at 2-1, and then had a
distressing time in the
tenth game as Struff ran up
a set-point.

However, the Italian
turned it around like the
flick of a switch, hammer-
ing two service winners
and an ace. In the tie-break
that ensued minutes later,
Sinner landed five big first-
serves, and soon led two
sets to love.

At the French Open
against Juan Manuel Ce-
rundolo, Sinner was 6-3,
6-2, 5-1 ahead before melt-
ing under the torrid weath-
er. But here, he didn’t let
those bad memories bog
him down, with the im-

maculate drop he executed
to lead 2-1 in the third set
indicative of his calm
mind. A break of serve
seemed imminent, and it
duly arrived in the eighth
game when Struff sent a
stretched backhand long.
Sinner leaned forward,
and dashed to the finish
like an expert runner on a
smooth downhill home
stretch.

Indian juniors advance
Elsewhere, India’s Arnav
Vijay Paparkar overcame
third seed Keaton Hance of
the United States 6-2, 6-3 to
enter the third round of
the boys’ singles.

On Monday, Arnav and
his Thai partner Kunanan
Pantaratorn had booked
their place in the doubles
second round while Maaya
Rajeshwaran and her U.S.
comrade Thea Frodin had
done the same in girls’
doubles.
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In control: Sinner had the measure of Struff in straight sets. REUTERS
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Greaves, Hope slam tons;

Fernando claims five

Justin Greaves scored a dogged 180 while Shai
Hope cracked 112 as West Indies made 499 in its
first innings in the second Test against Sri Lanka
at North Sound on Monday. The visiting team
was 92 for two in its second innings at stumps.
Greaves was the last batter out when West Indies
was dismissed in reply to Sri Lanka’s first innings
of 549/9, reducing the deficit to only 50 runs.
Greaves raised his second Test hundred off 201

balls with a quick single.

The scores: Sri Lanka 549/9 decl. & 92/2 in 22 overs
(Chandimal 40 batting) vs. West Indies 499 in 165.5 overs
(Greaves 180, Hope 112, Fernando 5/130).

10C provisionally lifts ban on

Russian Olympic Committee

The International Olympic Committee
provisionally lifted its suspension of the Russian
Olympic Committee on Tuesday, a step towards
the country’s return to the Olympic fold ahead of
the Los Angeles 2028 Games. The I0OC said its
executive board had lifted the suspension but
had not decided yet on whether Russia could
display its flag, colours, or have its anthem
played at the Games. The ROC was suspended in
October 2023 following Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine.

Usha exhorts athletes to
do India proud at CWG

The I0A chief along with Union Sports Minister unveils the team kit at the official send-off

for the 124 athletes who will take part in the Glasgow event beginning on July 23

GENERAL

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Indian Olympic
T Association (IOA)

on Tuesday offered
a grand send-off to the In-
dian contingent for the
2026 Commonwealth
Games (CWG) and un-
veiled the official kit that
the athletes will don in
Glasgow from July 23 to Au-
gust 2.

The ceremony brought
together athletes, support
staff, administrators and
official sponsors as Team
India hopes to forge a suc-
cessful CWG campaign. A
contingent of 124 athletes
will represent the nation at
the quadrennial competi-
tion. The upcoming edi-
tion has been cut down to
10 sporting disciplines
along with six para-sports.

The event in the nation-
al capital was attended by
Union Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and
IOA president P.T. Usha
among other dignitaries.

“Today marks the begin-
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The Games look: |0A president PT. Usha, ministers Giriraj Singh and Ma

— ey =

nsukh Mandaviya, British High

Commissioner Lindy Cameron, Chef de Mission Rohit Rajpal and others display the team kit.

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ning of another proud
chapter for Indian sport.
Every athlete wearing the
India jersey has earned
this opportunity through
years of hard work, disci-
pline and sacrifice. I have
complete confidence that
Team India will make the
nation proud through its
performances. On behalf
of the Indian Olympic As-
sociation, I wish every
member of Team India the
very best,” Usha remarked
on Tuesday.

Mandaviya said that his
ministry is committed to
providing optimum sup-
port to every member of
the contingent.

“I urge every athlete to
compete fearlessly, uphold
the highest spirit of sport-
smanship, and give their
very best. The Govern-
ment of India stands firmly
behind each athlete and re-
mains committed to pro-
viding every possible sup-
port to help bring glory to
the nation,” he said.

Former paddler Sharath
Kamal graced the occasion
and reminisced about his
first CWG in Melbourne in
2006.

“I did not know much
going into it,” Sharath, who
participated in five editions
and won multiple medals,
recalled. “Nobody expect-
ed us to win medals. But
when we won our first me-
dal in the team event, it
was a moment that I still
relish. It keeps coming
back to me quite often.”

[.axman to oversee
India’s Zimbabwe tour,
Asian Games campaign

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Centre of Excellence head
V.V.S. Laxman, along with
batting coach Hrishikesh
Kanitkar and bowling
coach Sunil Joshi, will form
India’s support staff for the
upcoming tour of Zim-
babwe and the Asian
Games in Aichi-Nagoya.
The move is aimed at
giving the senior national
team’s support staff a short
break following the white-
ball series against England.
India will tour Zim-
babwe for a three-match
T20I series in Harare on Ju-
ly 23, 25 and 27. The tour

begins just four days after
the conclusion of the En-
gland series on July 19.

Laxman and his support
staff will also oversee the
Indian team at the Asian
Games, which coincides
with India’s home white-
ball series against the West
Indies, where head coach
Gautam Gambhir will be
with the ODI squad.

This is not the first time
that Laxman will be in
charge of a second-string
Indian team. Laxman had
headlined the coaching
staff in Zimbabwe in 2024.
He was also the head coach
at the Asian Games in
Hangzhou in 2023.

Indian skeet shooters
draw a blank

Press Trust of India
LONATO (ITALY)

Olympian Mairaj Ahmad
Khan, who was placed se-
venth overnight, finished
16th and missed out on the
final of men’s skeet at the
ISSF World Cup (Shotgun)
here on Tuesday.

Mairaj had an aggregate
score of 122, which was not

enough to secure a place in
the final.

Bhavtegh Singh Gill fin-
ished 45th with a com-
bined score of 120, while
Anant Jeet Singh Naruka,
was 72nd with 118.

In women’s skeet, Pari-
naaz Dhaliwal failed to
make it to the final, finish-
ing 13th with a combined
score of 118.

From AS Roma academy to the
tennis elite, Cobolli marches on

WIMBLEDON

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

In recent times, the most
prominent Italian under-
study to World No. 1 Jannik
Sinner has been Lorenzo
Musetti.

He has made the quar-
terfinals or better at all four
Slams, been in the ATP
top-10 for a good part of
the last 14 months, and
even climbed up to a ca-
reer-high ranking of No. 5
ahead of the Australian
Open earlier this year.

Over the past few
months, however, Flavio
Cobolli has usurped that
understudy spot.

Ranked outside the
top-20 at the start of the
season, the 24-year-old
broke into the top-10 on
the back of a stirring run to
the recent French Open
final.

On Monday, with a
straight-sets victory over
fifth seed Alex de Minaur,
he made his second
straight Wimbledon quar-
terfinal. He will meet Brit-
ish wild card Arthur Fery,
who ended Grigor Dimi-
trov’s stay by clinching a
nerve-wracking five-setter.

“I played one of my best
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Packing a punch: Cobolli belongs to the group of players who literally bludgeon the ball. REUTERS

matches ever, especially
on this surface, which is al-
ways tough,” said Cobolli.

“I found a way to a high
level for the whole match
and it was really impres-
sive,” added the World No.
10.

Encouragingly, the who-
lesome performance came
after quite a few back-to-
the-wall efforts. Cobolli re-
covered from a first set ba-
gel (6-0) to scrape through
in five sets against the big-
serving Karen Khachanov
in the previous round; of

the 12 sets he has won, six
have been tense tie-breaks.

What should also hold
him in good stead is his po-
werful game. Cobolli be-
longs to the group
of players who literally
bludgeon the ball, with
Joao Fonseca, Jakub Men-
sik and Tomas Machac the
other prominent mem-
bers. When combined with

a capable serve, it
can prove devastating.
Movement and foot dex-

terity are allies too. After
all, Cobolli spent five years

at the famed football aca-
demy of AS Roma before
switching full-time to
the racquet sport. Recently
in Paris, he did an entire
lap of Court Philippe-Cha-
trier while juggling a tennis
ball.

After the win against de
Minaur, much to the de-
light of the Court No. 1 au-
dience, he even re-created
Cristiano Ronaldo’s famed
mid-air twirl celebration.

The skills are there. The
crowd has been charmed.
Will silverware follow?

Ambekar,
Aditya and
Sikander shine

Press Trust of India
JAKARTA

Ambekar Meetei (50kg),
Aditya (55kg), Sikander
(60kg) and Devendra
Choudhary (75kg) im-
pressed in the Asian U-19 &
-23 boxing on Tuesday.
Ambekar secured RSC
first-round victory over
Taiwan’s Qi-You Xiao. Adi-
tya registered a 5-0 win ov-
er Kyrgyzstan’s Daniel
Tashtanbekov, while Sikan-
der recorded a 5-O win ov-
er Korea’s Taemin Yang.
Devendra defeated Tai-
wan’s Sung-Lin Tsai via
RSC in second round and
Prashant lost 1-4 to Kazakh
Bibarys Ashirvay in 70kg.
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Shot putter Vidhi and
Nipam fail dope test

ATHLETICS

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Shot putter Vidhi Choud-
hary has failed a dope test
and has been pulled out of
the Asian U-23 athletics be-
ginning in Ordos, China,
from Thursday.

“She failed a dope test
and will not compete in the
Asian U-23 champion-
ships,” a source privy to
the development told PTI
on conditions of anonymi-
ty without giving details.

Meanwhile, India’s fas-
test female junior athlete
and Asian U-20 champion-
ships medallist Nipam

Chauhan has tested posi-
tive twice for anabolic ste-
roid Stanozolol and its me-
tabolites, and has been
placed under provisional
suspension.

When contacted, Vidhi,
who trains at NCoE Patiala,
confirmed she is not tra-
velling to China.

“I will not be travelling
for the championships,”
she simply said, without
elaborating.

Vidhi, whose dope sam-
ple was collected in May
out-of-competition, had
won gold in the Federation
Cup in 2025 with an effort
of 16.10m.

The 19-year-old Nipam
had clocked 11.53s while
winning the 100m in the

sprinter

junior Federation Cup in
April in Tumkur, to set a
new junior  national
record.

Her first dope sample
was collected in-competi-
tion in Tumkur on April 24.

Later, another dope
sample was collected by
NADA officials out-of-com-
petition in Bengaluru on
May 12. Both tested
positive.

She had won an indivi-
dual 100m bronze and a
4x100m relay silver in the
Asian U-20 athletics in
Hong Kong in May.

If she is found guilty of
doping, India is likely to
lose the two medals she
had won.

Former Afghanistan fast bowler
Shapoor Zadran, 38, passes away

CRICKET

Agence France-Presse
NEW DELHI

Former Afghanistan fast
bowler Shapoor Zadran,
who shaped the country’s
early rise in international
cricket, passed away on
Tuesday after a prolonged
illness, the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) said.
Zadran died a day be-
fore his 39th birthday at a
hospital near here, where
he had been treated for a
rare immune-system disor-

der for the last few
months.

“With profound grief
and deep sorrow, the ACB
mourns the passing of
former Afghanistan fast
bowler Shapoor Zadran,”
the Board said in a state-
ment.

It hailed him as “one of
the foundation-laying fi-
gures of Afghanistan crick-
et” whose dedication and
commitment helped pro-
pel the National team onto
the international stage.

A strapping left-arm
quick with long hair, Za-
dran played 44 One-Day In-

ternationals and 36 Twen-
ty20 matches between
2009 and 2020, represent-
ing Afghanistan during a
period of rapid growth for
the sport in the country.

Zadran also featured in
four T20 World Cups bet-
ween 2010 and 2016, tak-
ing nine wickets in as many
matches.

“He was among the
proud cricketers who
stood at the heart of Af-
ghanistan’s early cricket
journey and helped build
the path that brought Af-
ghan cricket to the interna-
tional stage,” the ACB said.

Zadran.
FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

Pedersen. AFP

Pedersen wins
fourth stage;
Traeen takes
yellow jersey

Agence France-Presse
FOIX

Former World champion
Mads Pedersen stormed to
victory on the fourth stage
of the Tour de France on
Tuesday after a breakaway
of more than 150 kilo-
metres.

The 30-year-old Dane,
who was World champion
in 2019, stormed to victory
in a sprint finish ahead of
Lidl-Trek teammate Quinn
Simmons in second with
Spaniard Raul Garcia tak-
ing third at the end of the
182km stage from Carcas-
sonne to Foix in scorching

temperatures which
topped 40C at one point.
Norwegian Torstein

Traeen claimed the lead-
er’s yellow jersey after fin-
ishing eighth.

Ferrari chief plays down F1 title
bid despite recent successes

Reuters
LONDON

Ferrari boss Fred Vasseur
refused to talk up his
team’s Formula One cham-
pionship chances even as it
celebrated a second win in
the space of three races
last Sunday.

The Italian team has not
won a title since 2008 but
is now 78 points behind
Mercedes in the construc-
tors’ standings while se-
ven-time World champion
Lewis Hamilton is third ov-
erall and 32 points behind
leader Kimi Antonelli of
Mercedes. Charles Leclerc,
who won Sunday’s British
Grand Prix a month after
teammate Hamilton won
in Spain, is fourth and 39
points adrift of his team-
mate.

“Championship fight is
your words,” Vasseur said
when asked about what is
shaping up to be a Mer-
cedes versus Ferrari battle
at the top and the gap
shrinking, although neith-
er Ferrari was on the podi-
um in Austria between the
wins.

“After Barcelona I had
the comment that Ferrari
is back in the champion-
ship. I said no. The week af-
ter you told me that Ferrari
is nowhere. I said no.

“I will have exactly the
same approach with every-
body at home, even if I
won’t be in the office to-

Revival: Leclerc and Hamilton have brought Ferrari back into the
championship equation. REUTERS
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I will have exactly the
same approach with
everybody at home,
even if I won’t be in the
office tomorrow

— VASSEUR

morrow. To say: ‘Guys, we
did a good weekend. Now
let’s be focused on Spa. It’s
not that we are champions.
We are not nowhere. We
are improving step by step
but it is like it is’.”

The Belgian Grand Prix
at Spa-Francorchamps is
next up, with Leclerc a
winner there in 2019 — a
different era before the
current engines — and Ha-
milton also triumphant on
previous visits with Mer-
cedes and McLaren.

Vasseur felt Mercedes,
winners of seven of nine
grands prix and on pole
position in all, still had a
small advantage on pure
performance even if Ferra-
ri looked strong at the start
and on race pace.

Hamilton and Leclerc
both felt they could take
the fight to Ferrari and
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff
agreed they were strong
rivals and could be expect-
ed to remain so for the rest
of the season.

George Russell, a lucky
second on Sunday after the
safety car played into his
hands and Antonelli suf-
fered a mechanical pro-
blem and failed to score,
said Ferrari was clearly in
the hunt.

“These Ferrari guys
look really quick. So, yeah,
game on,” said the Briton.

AINX
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F1 arrived at
Silverstone with

R.K. Arjun

ormula I’s back-to-back swing

through the Red Bull Ring and

Silverstone has reshaped the

2026 championship in ways few
saw coming a fortnight ago.

At Spielberg, George Russell converted
a controversial pole — set under yellow
flags — into his second win of the season,
holding off a fast-recovering Max
Verstappen. The result pushed Russell
back to second in the standings and cut
Kimi Antonelli’s championship lead to 40
points, even as the Mercedes rookie’s
third-place finish kept his team’s
advantage at the top intact.

Days later at Lewis Hamilton’s home
Grand Prix, it was Charles Leclerc who
crossed the chequered flag ahead of the
pack to secure his first win in well over a
year. However, the headlines belonged
just as much to the race’s chaotic finish
following confusion surrounding the
safety car restart procedure.

Same narrative

Two circuits, two very different races, but
the same underlying narrative: a title fight
that’s no longer a formality for anyone at
the front.

Saturday’s qualifying in Austria set the
tone for what followed. Kimi Antonelli,
the championship leader heading into the
weekend, aborted his final flying lap after
mistaking single waved flags for a
double-yellow zone, dropping down to
fourth. With Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc and
Lewis Hamilton sandwiched between the
two Mercedes drivers, the grid was set for
a tense Sunday.

Russell converted pole into a clean
getaway, while behind him, the opening
laps were scrappy. Antonelli ran wide
almost immediately and rejoined in
fourth, then went off-track again a lap
later — forcing him to hand a position
back after being flagged for gaining an
advantage. It was a rough start for a driver
who had looked untouchable through
practice and qualifying, and he later
admitted as much, saying he’d gotten “too
excited” in the opening exchanges.

Further back, Hamilton was making his
own case for the podium. He muscled
past Leclerc for second early on,
temporarily putting a
Ferrari-Mercedes-Red Bull sandwich on its
head. However, the Ferrari challenge
faded away in the latter stages of the race
and it was Verstappen who did the more
sustained work. Starting fifth after his
qualifying crash, the Red
Bull driver spent the
middle stint locked in a

barely time to catch

physical battle with

its breath after

Hamilton before working

Austria — and the

his way up to second —

British GP wasted no

setting up a genuine

time delivering

grandstand finish as he
closed on Russell in the

drama of its own

closing laps. Despite the

CM

scorching Spielberg
conditions and 4-time champion’s late
surge, the British Driver crossed the line
to take his second win of the season,
finishing 1.986 seconds clear of Antonelli
in the final reckoning — with Verstappen
splitting the two Mercedes drivers in
second.

Russell’s win moved him back past
Hamilton and up to second in the drivers’
championship, cutting Antonelli’s lead at
the top to 40 points. The Bologna native’s
third place — messy as the drive was — still
did enough to protect Mercedes’ overall
advantage in the standings even as his
individual buffer over Russell shrank.

Elsewhere, the picture was mixed.
McLaren secured a double points finish
with Oscar Piastri finishing fourth and
Lando Norris seventh, while Ferrari left
Austria with Hamilton fifth and Leclerc
down in eighth — a quiet weekend by the
Scuderia’s recent standards, reportedly
attributed to over-focusing on Mercedes
rather than their own car. Racing Bulls
had reason to celebrate, with Liam
Lawson and Arvid Lindblad scoring ninth
and 10th, respectively.

Antonelli, for his part, takes the more
instructive lesson from Spielberg — his
pace was never in question, but a series of
avoidable errors under pressure cost him
a result that once looked routine.
Verstappen’s recovery from fifth was
arguably Red Bull’s most encouraging
drive of the season. A driver who crashed
out of contention for pole on Saturday
produced exactly the kind of measured,
race-long fightback that has defined his
career, applying sustained pressure on
Russell without the benefit of track
position.

While Ferrari had a subdued weekend,
with both cars outside the top four, the
Scuderia’s underwhelming weekend
would attract some scrutiny. For a team
hoping to challenge for the title, a quiet
weekend at the Red Bull Ring is one it can
scarcely afford as the championship
enters its more competitive phase.

Formula 1 arrived at Silverstone with
barely time to catch its breath after
Austria — and the British Grand Prix
weekend wasted no time delivering
drama of its own. After securing Spring
Pole at his home race, Lewis Hamilton
held the lead off the line at Turn 1,
resisting early pressure from Antonelli,
but the Mercedes driver never let the gap
grow. On lap 8, Antonelli made his move
down the Hangar Straight into Stowe,
seizing the lead and pulling clear to win

M »

A fortnight of fine margins:
How Austria and Silverstone
reset the tussle for the title

Saturday’s qualifying in Austria set the tone for what followed. George Russell claimed pole, but the lap came under scrutiny

— set while yellow flags were out for Max Verstappen’s crash in his push lap
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by 2.745 seconds — his first career Sprint
victory. Norris completed the podium,
ahead of Russell and Leclerc, while
Verstappen faded to sixth after a poor
start. The result extended Antonelli’s
championship lead over Russell to 43
points.

Antonelli backed up his Sprint win by
topping qualifying outright and claiming
pole position, with Leclerc second and
Hamilton third for Ferrari. Russell could
only manage fourth, surviving an off in
Ql, as McLaren and Red Bull fought over
the next four positions behind him.

Deserving attention

Sunday’s British Grand Prix will be
remembered less for its outcome than for
the extraordinary way it ended — but the
race itself deserved attention on its own
merits. Leclerc converted pole into
control early, with Hamilton unwittingly
playing shield at the front after
complaining of graining, allowing the
Monegasque to build a four-second
cushion. Antonelli, however, was the
fastest man on track. He cleared Hamilton
at Copse on lap 11 and began chasing
down Leclerc, closing to within three
seconds by the time the Ferrari came into
the pits on Lap 25.

What followed looked, for a long
stretch, like the coronation of Formula 1’s
championship leader. Antonelli, running
on fresher rubber, had steadily eaten into
Leclerc’s lead, and by the closing stages
the gap between them stood at barely two
seconds — the young Italian looked on
course to overhaul him and take the win.
Then it unravelled. Antonelli radioed that
something had broken on his car, a wheel
shield failure that forced two unplanned
stops and ultimately dropped him out of
contention entirely.

With Antonelli’s threat neutralised, the
remaining drama centred on Russell and
Hamilton. A slow puncture had earlier
cost Russell track position to Hamilton,
but the sequence reversed when Max
Verstappen crashed heavily at Stowe on
lap 48, losing the rear of his Red Bull for
the second consecutive weekend.

The incident triggered a safety car, and
both the Ferrari drivers pitted for fresh
tyres - while Russell, gambling on used
mediums, stayed out and jumped
Hamilton in the process.

It’s what happened next that
dominated the headlines. With just laps
remaining, race control displayed a
“Safety Car In This Lap” message,
suggesting a green-flag restart and one lap
shootout for glory at Silverstone. The
message was then withdrawn, the safety
car stayed out, and the race finished in
formation — the first time an F1 race had
ended fully behind the safety car since
Monza 2022. The FIA later confirmed the
message had been shown in error due to a
software fault, and that regulations under

Article B5.13.5 required a full lap to be
completed following the unlapping
procedure regardless.

Leclerc crossed the line to end a
winless run stretching back to Austin
2024, with Russell claiming second just
0.427 seconds behind after his tyre
gamble paid off, and Hamilton completing
the podium — though facing a separate
yellow-flag investigation that was later
resolved with only a reprimand.

Antonelli was classified 16th after a
five-second penalty for track-limits
violations compounded his mechanical
misfortune. Norris took fourth, with
Hadjar and the Racing Bulls pair of
Lawson and Lindblad rounding out the
points.

Exposing the vulnerability

Antonelli remains the fastest driver on the
grid more often than not, but Spielberg
and Silverstone both exposed the same
vulnerability — small errors and bad luck
combining at exactly the wrong moments.

A five-second penalty here, a wheel
shield failure there, and the
championship fight looks a lot more
intense than it did a month ago in
Monaco. Russell, meanwhile, has turned
himself into the man applying that
pressure.

A win in Austria followed by a
hard-fought second at Silverstone has
moved him past Hamilton put him in the
rearview mirror of Antonelli.

For Ferrari, Silverstone offered exactly
the response a title-chasing team needed

after Austria. A week after both cars left
Spielberg anonymously outside the top
four, Leclerc’s win alongside Hamilton’s
third-place finish allowed the Scuderia to
marginally close the gap in the
Constructors’ Championship.

Circumstance and substance
Circumstance played its part — Antonelli’s
late mechanical failure handed Leclerc a
victory he may not have claimed on pace
alone — but the substance behind the
result was harder to dismiss. Leclerc
controlled long stretches of the race from
the front, while Hamilton could consider
himself a little unlucky at the lack of a
restart.

If Ferrari’s own admission of
over-focusing on Mercedes was the
diagnosis for Austria, Silverstone at least
suggested the correction is taking hold.
The real test now lies ahead: proving this
was the start of a sustained title push
rather than one bright weekend in an
otherwise inconsistent campaign.

Two rounds, two winners, and a
championship that suddenly feels wide
open. Antonelli still leads, but the margin
is shrinking race by race, and both Russell
and Ferrari have shown they’re capable of
capitalising when the moment arrives.

The next few rounds will tell us
whether Austria and Silverstone were the
start of a genuine four-way fight, or
simply the mid-season wobble every
dominant campaign goes through. Either
way, the title race has found its edge again
—and it’s about to get interesting.
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Russell converted a
controversial pole into his
second win of the season,
cutting championship leader
Antonelli’s advantage to 40
points despite the Mercedes
rookie salvaging third from a
scrappy drive in Austria

v

At Silverstone, Leclerc ended a
winless run stretching back to
2024, but the race is being
remembered for its bizarre
finish — a safety car restart
aborted due to an FIA software
error, the first race to end under
the safety car since Monza 2022

v

Antonelli’s late mechanical
failure in the British GP has
handed the initiative to his
rivals. Russell has moved ahead
of Hamilton

Antonelli remains the fastest
driver on the grid more often
than not, but Spielberg and
Silverstone both exposed the
same vulnerability — small errors
and bad luck compounding at
exactly the wrong moments
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