
FIFA WORLD CUP

Haaland’s
brace
stuns
Brazil

SPORT » PAGE 16

A IN-XCM
YK

INSIDE
�

RAM TEMPLE ROW

Resignations of Trust
o�cials accepted 
NEWS » PAGE 5

FRESH PROJECTIONS

El Niño to strain
India’s power system
NEWS » PAGE 6

TRINAMOOL SPLIT 

Mamata camp submits
response to poll body 
NEWS » PAGE 5

AN EXISTING ANOMALY

Voting cannot
remain merely a
statutory right
Time for top court 
to revisit doctrine

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

T
he National Investi-
gation Agency
(NIA) on Monday

�led charges against Ha�z
Saeed, chief and founder
of the Pakistan-based ter-
rorist organisation Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
proxy The Resistance
Front (TRF), in the Pahal-
gam terror attack case. 

Twenty-six civilians
were killed in the attack on
April 22, 2025.

An NIA spokesperson
said a supplementary char-
gesheet was �led before
the NIA Special Court in
Jammu.

“The accused has been
charged under various sec-
tions of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023 and
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967. NIA

has also invoked the penal
section against the accused
for waging war against In-
dia and hatching a conspi-
racy from across the bor-
der in the chargesheet,”
the NIA said. 

The latest chargesheet,
�led in continuation of the
original 1,597-page char-

gesheet, provides details of
Pakistan’s conspiracy,
Saeed’s role, and support-
ing evidence collected by
the NIA in the case
“through meticulous scien-
ti�c investigation and on-
ground examination”.

The NIA had �led the
original chargesheet on

December 15, 2025. It had
then charged Pakistani ter-
rorist handler Sajid Jatt as
an accused along with
three terrorists, who were
killed by the security forc-
es during Operation Maha-
dev in July 2025.

Besides, two arrested
accused, civilians who al-
legedly provided logistics
to the attackers, were
named in the previous
chargesheet. 

The NIA has charged the
LeT and the TRF as legal
entities for their “role in
planning, facilitating, and
executing the Pahalgam
terror attack”. 

“The NIA continues to
probe the case to unravel
the complete conspiracy
by Pakistan, which has
been actively sponsoring
terrorism on Indian soil
from across the border,”
the central agency said.

Pahalgam attack: NIA �les
charges against LeT chief
Supplementary chargesheet provides details of Pakistan’s conspiracy, Saeed’s role, and supporting

evidence collected by the agency; LeT, TRF charged as legal entities for their role in the attack

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

At least 26 persons, seven
prison o�cers among
them, were killed in a Sri
Lankan prison on Monday
after a clash among in-
mates escalated into dead-
ly violence. Over 100 per-
sons were injured.

Tensions began on Sun-
day as groups of inmates
reportedly attacked each
other, killing two persons
and prompting authorities
to deploy military person-
nel around the prison in
Negombo, around 30 km
from capital Colombo.

The clashes escalated
on Monday even as some
inmates gathered on the
rooftop to protest, de-
manding their immediate
release. 

Prison spokesperson
Chaminda Gajanayake said
that some prisoners
rushed towards the main
gate and attempted a brea-
kout, but were held back. 

Residents of the area
told local media that gun-
shots could be heard out-
side, suggesting that pri-
soners had likely seized
�rearms from prison
guards earlier. 

Sri Lanka’s Justice Minis-
ter Harshana Nanayakkara
expressed “profound
shock and grief” at the loss
of human lives. “Whether
they were inmates, or asso-
ciated with the under-
world, is not relevant to us
at this moment,” Mr. Na-
nayakkara told pressper-

sons, adding that he took
responsibility for the
shocking incident. 

Authorities are working
to separate rival gangs in
the prison that are suspect-
ed to have triggered Mon-
day’s deadly violence, o�-
cials said. Meanwhile,
authorities have decided to
transfer some inmates
from Negombo prison to
other facilities, o�cials
said. 

Prisons Department Me-
dia Spokesperson A.C. Ga-
janayake stated that a spe-
cial investigation has been
launched into the incident.
He said a dedicated investi-
gation team has been ap-
pointed on the instructions
of the Commissioner-Gen-
eral of Prisons to conduct a
comprehensive inquiry in-
to the causes and circum-
stances surrounding the
unrest. 

Overcrowded prisons
Monday’s prison riots
come six years after a
deadly riot at the Mahara
prison, north of Colombo,
during the height of the
pandemic in 2020, in
which as many as 11 in-
mates were killed. The inci-
dent put the spotlight on
dire conditions in Sri Lan-
ka’s prisons at the time.
Rights defenders said the
prisons were accommodat-
ing thrice their intended
capacity, resulting in sev-
ere overcrowding and lack
of facilities during the
pandemic.

(With PTI inputs)

Jail turmoil: Inmates boarding a bus to be transferred after the

clashes at the Negombo prison in Sri Lanka on Monday. REUTERS

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

7 o�cers among
26 killed in clashes
at Sri Lankan jail

Link challenge

Workers clear debris from the Missing Link section of the Pune-Mumbai Expressway in Maharashtra on Monday, after heavy rain triggered a

landslip in the area. The section was opened in May. PTI (REPORT ON PAGE 4)
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The questionnaire used in
the rehearsal for the se-
cond phase of Census,
which started in 16 States
and Union Territories on
Monday, has an “open co-
lumn” for respondents to
record their castes, several
o�cials involved in the ex-
ercise told The Hindu.

Though this gives an in-
dication of how caste is
likely to be enumerated in
the country as part of the
Population Census 2027,
o�cials said that this was
just a “pre-test” and the �-
nal methodology will be
prepared based on the
feedback received during
the exercise, which con-
cludes on July 20.

The castes of all resi-
dents will be recorded in

the second phase of the
Census, named Population
Enumeration (PE).

The 2027 Census is the
�rst digital Census and the
�rst to enumerate caste in
Independent India. 

Until now, only the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
were enumerated during
the Census exercise.

The PE phase will be
conducted in February
2027 across the country
but in Ladakh and snow-
bound areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, it will
be concluded by Septem-
ber 30. The �nal question-
naire will be known by
September.

Debate continues
The discourse on the meth-
odology of caste enumera-
tion has largely swung bet-

ween either leaving an
open column for caste — as
in the 2011 Socio-Economic
Caste Census (SECC) — or
preparing a list of castes
for people to pick from, as
the Bihar government did
in its 2022-23 caste-based
survey.

Interestingly, the open
column methodology had
resulted in the 2011 SECC
returning over 46 lakh dif-
ferent “caste names”, lar-
gely owing to the di�e-
rence in what people
understand by caste.

Signi�cantly, the Prime

Census exercise held in
1931 was 4,147.

Meanwhile, the pre-test
exercise under way also al-
lowed self-enumeration,
and the portal had been ac-
cessible from July 1 to 5 on-
ly in the speci�c areas
where the rehearsal is be-
ing conducted.

In Faridabad, Haryana,
the exercise is being con-
ducted in 17 enumeration
blocks.

Each block typically has
150 to 180 residential units
with a population of 650 to
800 people. 

“To evaluate �eld proce-
dures, digital applications,
and operational arrange-
ments ahead of the nation-
wide population enumera-
tion, a pre-test will be
conducted in Ward No. 24
— comprising 17 enumera-
tion blocks — from July 1 to
July 20,” the o�ce of the

Deputy Commissioner, Fa-
ridabad said.

The PE phase in 2011
Census had 29 questions
covering demographic,
cultural and economic pa-
rameters, as well as litera-
cy, migration, marital sta-
tus, travel to place of work,
and fertility. 

An o�cial said, “While
SC and ST communities
will be enumerated as they
have always been, with
codes for communities in
the SC and ST lists, other
people will have an open
column to �ll in their caste
and enumerators will enter
whatever a resident says
their caste is.”

This comes even as
scholars and experts have
been speculating how the
government will decide to
enumerate castes in India
ever since the Union Cabi-
net approved it in 2025.

Minister Narendra Modi-
led government has consis-
tently maintained over the
last decade that the 2011
SECC’s caste data were un-
reliable because of “er-
rors” in data collection.

The total number of
castes enumerated by the

Form used in Census second phase rehearsal has ‘open column’ for caste
Vijaita Singh 
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

An enumerator takes notes during a door-to-door survey for the Census in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Three persons have been
arrested in connection
with the alleged rape and
murder of a 12-year-old girl
in Baruipur in South 24
Parganas district of West
Bengal, o�cials said on
Monday. 

One of the accused, Pra-
vas Mondal, was arrested
on Sunday night, while two
more — Dibakar Sardar and
Ananda Sardar — were ar-
rested on Monday, accord-
ing to police.

“Pravas Mondal and Di-
bakar Sarda were also pro-
duced before a court,
which granted 20 days of
police custody. Later, we
also arrested the third ac-
cused, Ananda Sardar,
who will be produced be-
fore the court on Tuesday.
Two more people have al-
so been detained and the
police are questioning
them,” a senior police o�c-
er from South 24 Parganas
district said.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday as-
sured the family members
of the victim that his go-
vernment would ensure
capital punishment for the
accused. “The family of the
victim will get the justice in
the way they want it. We
will ensure capital punish-
ment for the accused. I am
happy that the family have
shown faith in me,” Mr. Ad-
hikari said.

The police have regis-
tered charges of gang rape
and murder against the ac-
cused.Necessary Sections
of POCSO Act have also
been added to the �rst in-
formation report after the
primary investigation, the
o�cer said.

Violence had erupted
on Sunday after the body
of the minor was recovered
from a pond. One person
was lynched by a mob and
some police personnel
were injured in the vio-
lence. A police vehicle was
also vandalised.

There were no reports
of violence on Monday. 

3 held over
rape, murder
of minor in
West Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh 
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATA‘Karnataka BLOs

not making house
visits during SIR’ 

BENGALURU 

An NDA delegation has, in a

letter to Karnataka CEO,

alleged ‘irregularities’ in the

ongoing special intensive

revision (SIR) of electoral rolls

and accused booth-level

o�icers of violating guidelines

by not visiting houses for

verification. » PAGE 3

India to push for
non-permanent
seat at the UNSC 

NEW DELHI 

External A�airs Minister S.

Jaishankar will launch India’s

o�icial campaign for a

non-permanent seat at the UN

Security Council during

2028-29, key for the country’s

leadership role in the Global

South on July 13. » PAGE 4

PM Modi kicks o�
3-nation trip with
visit to Indonesia 

JAKARTA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

arrived in Indonesia on

Monday, on the first leg of his

three-nation tour also covering

Australia and New Zealand,

aimed at further strengthening

India’s Act East Policy and its

commitment to an inclusive

Indo-Pacific. » PAGE 4

Beijing test-�res
‘strategic’ missile
into the Paci�c

BEIJING

A Chinese nuclear submarine

test-fired a “strategic” missile

carrying a dummy ‘training

simulation’ warhead into the

Pacific Ocean on Monday, the

Chinese Navy said in a

statement, drawing immediate

condemnation from nations in

the region. » PAGE 14

Russian missiles,
drones leave 21
dead in Ukraine

KYIV

Russia unleashed waves of

missiles and drones at Ukraine

on Monday killing at least 21

people, authorities said.

Fifteen people were killed in

capital Kyiv, and 56 other were

injured, according to

authorities. » PAGE 14
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For Pawan Kumar, an auto
driver in Daryaganj, every
electric auto on Delhi’s
roads evokes memories of
another transition that
reshaped the city’s tran-
sport system over two de-
cades ago. Now 65 and
driving an electric vehicle
(EV), Mr. Kumar still re-
members the long queues
outside compressed natu-
ral gas (CNG) stations, the
scramble for conversion
kits, and the uncertainty
that followed when autor-
ickshaws were ordered to
switch from petrol to CNG
almost overnight.

As Delhi embarks on
another clean fuel transi-
tion, this time towards EVs,
many drivers who lived
through the CNG shift won-
der whether history will re-
peat itself.

However, unlike the
CNG rollout, experts say,
the shift to EVs is being im-

plemented in phases, with
a rudimentary charging in-
frastructure in place and
plans to expand it further,
which could hopefully
make the transition less
abrupt than the one many
drivers still remember.

The sudden move 
Delhi’s transition to CNG,
undertaken to combat sev-
ere air pollution, followed
a public interest litigation
�led in the Supreme Court
by environmental lawyer
M.C. Mehta in 1996. In
1998, the court directed a
series of measures to curb
vehicular pollution, in-
cluding replacing pre-1990
autos and taxis with clean-
fuel vehicles by March 31,
2000.

“No one said moving to
a cleaner fuel was bad, but
the move was a bit sudden.
There weren’t enough sup-
ply stations, and the num-
ber of vehicles that could
run on CNG was far fewer
than required,” Mr. Kumar

said, recalling spending at
least eight to 10 hours
standing in queues to re�ll
his vehicle with gas.

“Most drivers agreed to
the shift because CNG was
cheaper than petrol. CNG
was about ₹12 per kg, whe-
reas petrol was ₹28 per
litre,” he added.

Rajpal, a 60-year-old au-
to driver at New Delhi rail-

way station, went through
a similar experience.

“The government told
us to convert, but nobody
thought about how a driver
earning daily wages would
arrange the money. The
conversion kit was expen-
sive, and workshops gave
us dates weeks or even
months later. During that
time, many autos stayed

o� the road,” he said.
“Drivers and passengers

su�ered because the in-
frastructure wasn’t ready
when the rules came into
force,” he added.

By 2001, the transition
had gained pace, with
30,000 autorickshaws run-
ning on CNG and plans to
introduce 20,000 more.

“The Supreme Court
had directed Indraprastha
Gas Limited to set up 80
CNG supply stations. There
was a huge mismatch bet-
ween supply and demand,
which resulted in long
queues at the stations and
delays in refuelling,” said
Anumita Roychowdhury,
executive director (re-
search and advocacy),
Centre for Science and
Environment.

‘Scaling up’
According to the experts,
the three-wheeler segment
has already moved signi�-
cantly towards electri�ca-
tion, and they are optimis-

tic about the transition.
“The Central govern-

ment’s VAHAN portal
shows that of all three-
wheelers sold in India,
more than half are electric,
including e-rickshaws and
e-autos. Delhi already has
about 2,500 charging
points, and these EVs can
be charged at home. All the
government has to do is
scale up the public charg-
ing and battery-swapping
infrastructure as swiftly as
possible,” Ms. Roychowd-
hury said.

Sarika Panda Bhatt, co-
founder of Raahgiri Foun-
dation, echoed Ms. Roy-
chowdhury’s views.

“Unlike CNG, which still
produces tailpipe emis-
sions, EVs eliminate tail-
pipe emissions and can al-
so reduce greenhouse gas
emissions as the electricity
grid becomes cleaner,” she
said.

Ms. Bhatt also pointed
out key di�erences in im-
plementation. “The EV

transition has been more
gradual, allowing charging
infrastructure, vehicle
availability, and the supply
chain to expand alongside
growing demand,” she
said.

Concern remains
Auto drivers, however, say
the optimism does not re-
�ect the realities on the
ground. 

They argue that charg-
ing infrastructure remains
inadequate and that bat-
tery costs continue to be a
major concern. As per the
Vaahan portal, the number
of auto-rickshaws in Delhi
is 53,838, Ms. Roychowd-
hury said.

“Only 2,500 charging
points for one lakh autos?
The actual number of au-
tos on the ground is almost
double that. This is highly
insu�cient. Solutions such
as charging at home are
not feasible because of nar-
row lanes, the lack of prop-
er electricity meters, and

limited access to electrici-
ty,” said Deependra Cha-
har, general secretary, Bha-
ratiya Mazdoor Sangh.

Haider Ali, former presi-
dent of the Aam Aadmi Au-
to Wing, said the cost of
batteries and EV repairs
would prove expensive for
drivers. 

“The present shift is ex-
actly like the earlier one.
Drivers did not go home
while standing in CNG
queues, which took only a
minute to re�ll. What will
happen when drivers
stand in queues to charge
EVs, which take hours?” he
said.

As per the Delhi EV Pol-
icy 2026, the government
has announced that from
January 1, 2027, only elec-
tric three-wheelers will be
registered in Delhi. 

Internal combustion en-
gine (ICE) vehicles that are
already in use will be per-
mitted to operate until the
completion of their pre-
scribed lifespan of 15 years.

For Delhi’s auto drivers, the EV shift stirs memories of the rushed CNG transition 
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Autorickshaws queue-up at one of the CNG filling stations in New

Delhi. The government has announced that from January 1, 2027,

only electric three-wheelers will be registered in Delhi. FILE PHOTO

Congress MP Randeep Singh Surjewala on
Monday alleged large-scale irregularities in the
Haryana Teacher Eligibility Test (HTET) for
trained graduate teachers and primary teachers,
claiming that the examination process had been
marred by broken seals on question paper
packets, printing errors, and incomplete
questions. Mr. Surjewala sought a judicial inquiry
by a sitting judge of the High Court into the entire
HTET examination process. Alleging that such
lapses re�ected a complete collapse of the exam
system, he accused the State’s BJP government of
playing with the future of aspirants. PTI 

Surjewala seeks inquiry into
Haryana exam ‘irregularities’

INBRIEF
�

The Uttar Pradesh government in a Cabinet
meeting on Monday approved the proposal to
rename the town of Jalalabad in Shahjahanpur
district as Parshurampuri. The decision will come
into e�ect after the issuance of the noti�cation.
Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna said, “The
concerned department will complete the
necessary administrative and legal formalities
relating to the renaming. Thereafter, the name of
the town will be changed in all government
records and departmental documents in
accordance with the prescribed procedure.” The
State government move seeks to identify the town
as the birthplace of Lord Parshuram. 

Jalalabad in U.P.’s Shahjahanpur
to be renamed Parshurampuri

C
ongress MLA Arif
Masood on Monday
said he will move

the Supreme Court against
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav’s deci-
sion reconstituting the
State Waqf Board with the
inclusion of two non-Mus-
lim members, both Hin-
dus, in it. The new board,
formed under Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, is
the �rst State Waqf Board
in the country to do so, of-
�cials said.

As per a gazette noti�ca-
tion issued on July 4 by the
Backward Classes and Mi-
nority Welfare Depart-
ment, the State govern-
ment announced the new
10-member board with Ma-
noj Malpani of Indore and
Animesh Bhargava of Guna
district as its members.
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Sanwar Patel
has been retained as the
chairperson of the board.

The decision has drawn
criticism from leaders of
the Muslim community,
with Mr. Masood terming

the move “completely
wrong” as the matter relat-
ed to various provisions of
the new Act is pending be-
fore the Supreme Court. 

The Waqf (Amendment)
Act, 2025, was noti�ed in
April last year, and inclu-
sion of non-Muslim mem-
bers was one of the various
contentious provisions.
The law mandated that the
Central Waqf Council and
State Waqf Boards must
have at least two non-Mus-
lim members.

In September that year,
while the Supreme Court
did not stay the Act entire-
ly, it stayed the operation
of certain contentious pro-

visions pending further
judicial scrutiny.

Mr. Masood said, “The
entire matter is currently
sub judice in the Supreme
Court on two points. There
is no stay but the proceed-
ings are still going on and
the SC will give its �nal
verdict.”

A government state-
ment on the announce-
ment read, “Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav has taken an
important decision to re-
constitute the Madhya Pra-
desh Waqf Board. With
this, Madhya Pradesh has
become the �rst State in
the country to reconstitute
its Waqf Board under the

provisions of the Waqf Act,
1995, as amended in 2025.”

The other members in-
clude former Union Minis-
ter Najma Heptulla, Con-
gress MLA Atif Aqueel,
Faizan Khan, Fatema
Choudhary, Shaista Sultan,
and Shabana Khan. IAS of-
�cer Satyendra Singh,
Commissioner, Backward
Classes and Minority Wel-
fare Department, will
serve as an ex o�cio
member.

Welcoming the develop-
ment, Mr. Patel said, “Waqf
ma�a had been sitting in
the board for years but I
thank Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for bringing in
the new law, which makes
it mandatory to have wo-
men as well as non-Muslim
members as experts. I also
thank Mohan Yadav for
making Madhya Pradesh
the �rst State in imple-
menting the new law.”

‘Why in such a hurry?’
Mr. Masood, an MLA from
Bhopal (North), ques-
tioned why the govern-
ment and Mr. Patel “were
in such a hurry” to form
the new board.

Cong. MLA to move SC as M.P. 
reconstitutes Waqf Board, 
appoints 2 Hindu members

CM Mohan Yadav’s government has announced the new board with

Manoj Malpani and Animesh Bhargava as its members. FILE PHOTO

July 4 noti�cation announces new 10-member board; State �rst in the country to reorganise board;

matter related to various provisions of new Act pending before apex court, says MLA Arif Masood

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday laid the
foundation stone of a 125-
feet statue of Syama Prasad
Mookerjee in Kolkata on
the 125th birth anniversary
of the Jana Sangh founder,
and lauded the e�orts of
the Suvendu Adhikari
government.

Mr. Shah, who was on a
day-long visit to Kolkata,
participated in the ‘bhoomi
pujan’ ritual and laid the
foundation stone in the ci-
ty’s New Town area in pre-
sence of Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari. He also
o�ered tributes to the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
ideological fountainhead at
his birthplace in south
Kolkata.

Mr. Shah expressed hap-
piness that on the 125th
birth anniversary of Syama
Prasad Mookerjee there is a
BJP government in West
Bengal. He also referred to
the abrogation of Article
370. “Today, marking his
125th birth anniversary, PM
Modi has ful�lled his re-
solve by completely abro-
gating Article 370; today,
Kashmir is an integral part
of India,” the Home Minis-
ter said.

Mr. Shah said in just a
few days the Suvendu Adhi-
kari government has start-

ed implementing the pro-
mises made by the BJP,
which include implementa-
tion of Annapurna Yojana,
giving land to Border Secur-
ity Force and making travel
of women free in govern-
ment buses. “We are ful�ll-
ing the promises we made
in our ‘Sankalp Patra’ dur-
ing the Bengal election,” he
said.

PM’s address
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also addressed the
event through a video mes-
sage and described Moo-
kerjee as a visionary, pa-
triot and champion of
national unity.

“Today, the nation and
West Bengal are remember-
ing a great son of the soil, a
great patriot who was dedi-
cated to the integrity of In-
dia,” Mr. Modi said.

Shah lays foundation
stone of Mookerjee’s
statue in Kolkata

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah at the residence of Syama

Prasad Mukherjee in Kolkata

on Monday. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

A suggestion to take AMMK
founder T.T.V. Dhinakaran
back into the AIADMK was
made during a meeting of
AIADMK o�ce-bearers,
chaired by party general se-
cretary Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami, in Thanjavur on
Monday.

Exchange of views
Padma Kumaresan, a func-
tionary, who articulated this
point at the meeting, said
that when he conveyed the
idea to Mr. Palaniswami, he
heard it “intently”, and re-
plied that Mr. Dhinakaran
was running a party of his
own. A senior functionary of
the party, who was present
at the meeting, con�rmed
the exchange of views. 

The matter did not �gure

again in the subsequent de-
liberations, he added.

Drew a blank
Thanjavur was one of the
districts where the
AIADMK and its allies drew
a blank. 

In neighbouring Mayila-
duthurai, too, the coalition
led by the Dravidian major

fared poorly. Put together,
the two districts have 11
constituencies.

The idea of bringing the
AMMK founder back into
the party did the rounds
about a month ago. When
asked about it at the time,
Mr. Dhinakaran said he was
“even now” with the
AIADMK.

Suggestion made at AIADMK
meet to take AMMK founder
Dhinakaran back into party
T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K. Palaniswami with 

AMMK leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran. FILE PHOTO

The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked the Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI) to take a decision
within two weeks on the
show-cause notice issued to
grappler Vinesh Phogat ov-
er accusations of indisci-
pline and anti-doping rule
violations.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma closed the proceed-
ings on Ms. Phogat’s peti-
tion, which challenged the
show-cause notice as well
as the WFI’s selection poli-
cy and circular, after the
federation’s counsel sub-
mitted that her grievance
relating to participation in
the Asian Games selection
trials was now infructuous.

The WFI counsel said
Ms. Phogat would be given
a personal hearing before a

decision is taken on the
notice. 

Even as her counsel as-
serted that the petition
raised “larger issues” with
respect to the selection pol-
icy, the court said the ath-
lete would have to �le a
fresh petition.

The court was informed
that pursuant to judicial or-
ders, Ms. Phogat was per-
mitted to participate in the
Asian Games trials.

The petitioner’s senior
counsel informed the court
that she has received a
fresh show-cause notice for
her conduct at the trials.

HC gives WFI 2 weeks
to decide on notice
it issued to Phogat
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat

A day after Bihar Minister
and Janata Dal (United)
leader Ashok Choudhary
visited the family of Bharat
Bhushan Tiwari and as-
sured them of justice into
the alleged “extrajudicial
killing” of the local activist
in a police encounter, his
party on Monday dis-
tanced itself from the Mi-
nister’s remarks. 

JD(U) leader and Minis-
ter Shrawan Kumar on
Monday said Mr. Choud-
hary visited the family in Bi-
lauti village of Bhojpur dis-
trict in his individual
capacity and whatever he
said was his personal opi-
nion and not that of the
party.

Mr. Choudhary, a Cabi-
net Minister in the BJP-led

National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) government of
Bihar, said after meeting
the family, “There are ma-
ny aspects of the case that I
was not aware of earlier,
and I have now been ap-
prised of them. I will brief
Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary on all these is-
sues and inform him about
the prevailing situation.”

Mr. Kumar, however,
said the visit should not be

seen as a government’s o�-
cial move. “Also, whoever is
making such statements
should do it after giving
some thought,” he said.

The 28-year-old, who
was killed in the June 17 en-
counter, was known locally
for raising issues, including
alleged corruption in local
administration. According
to police, Tiwari opened
�re on o�cers with an ille-
gal �rearm when they at-
tempted to arrest him and
they retaliated in
self-defence.

Earlier, Union Minister
and chief of NDA ally Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas)
Chirag Paswan too had con-
demned the circumstances
surrounding Tiwari’s
death, saying that no one,
including the authorities,
should take the law into
their own hands.

Bihar ‘encounter’ killing: JD(U)
distances itself from Minister’s
remarks after visit to family
Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Bharat Bhushan Tiwari was

killed in a ‘police encounter’ on

June 17. ANI
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A
lleging ‘irregulari-
ties’ in the ongoing
special intensive

revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Karnataka, NDA
leaders led by Union Minis-
ter H.D. Kumaraswamy
have written to Chief Elec-
toral O�cer (CEO) V. Anbu
Kumar seeking an imme-
diate inquiry into the exer-
cise. 

The delegation, includ-
ing Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi, Leader of Opposition
R. Ashok, Leader of Oppo-
sition in Legislative Council
Chalavadi Narayanaswa-
my, and JD(S) party leader
C.B. Suresh Babu submit-
ted a letter to the CEO on

Monday, requesting ‘re-
veri�cation’ of all enumer-
ation forms through man-
datory door-to-door visits,
and strict legal action
against those found res-
ponsible for irregularities. 

The letter pointed out
the guidelines require

Booth-Level O�cers
(BLOs), under the supervi-
sion of the District Election
O�cer, to visit every hou-
sehold, verify the identity
of each family member in
person, and carry out
door-to-door veri�cation.
However, this was not hap-

pening in many places, the
leaders alleged. 

“Instead of visiting
homes, the BLOs were �ll-
ing in enumeration forms
from community halls,
mosques, and even their
own residences,” the letter
stated, further claiming
that WhatsApp groups had
been created to carry out
the exercise. 

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar on
Monday ruled out any in-
terference by the govern-
ment, asserting that the
SIR was entirely under the
purview of the Election
Commission. He also ac-
cused the Opposition of at-
tempting to deprive the
poor and minorities of
their voting rights.

Karnataka BLOs on SIR duty
not visiting homes, says NDA

Verification drive: A Booth-Level O�icer examines voter details

during the SIR of electoral rolls in Chikkamagaluru, Karnataka. PTI 

BLOs �lling enumeration forms in violation of guidelines, NDA delegation alleges in a letter to the

CEO; CM rules out intervention, accuses Opposition of depriving minorities of their voting rights

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A massive, coordinated
search is under way in the
Bay of Bengal after a �sh-
ing boat, IND-AP-MM-
VS-83, capsized in severe
weather o� the Visakha-
patnam coast on Saturday. 

Six �shermen are still
missing, and the search for
them is under way amid
turbulent seas and strong
winds.

The mechanised boat
left the Visakhapatnam
Harbour on July 1 for a rou-

tine trip and was due back
by the afternoon of Satur-
day, but did not return. 

The crew last made con-
tact on that day, telling
their families they were o�
the Gangavaram coast and
heading back. Soon after,
the vessel got caught in tur-
bulent weather.

The boat’s owner, Kari
Chinna, was rescued by a
Panama-�agged merchant
vessel. The search for the
rest of the �shermen has
widened with the Indian
Coast Guard and Navy join-
ing the e�orts. 

Search continues for
missing A.P. �shermen
V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

Amid di�erences between
the Kerala government and
the Adani group over the
proposed sale of shares in
the Adani Vizhinjam Port
Private Limited (AVPPL),
the company has said it
wants to take the port pro-
ject to next level only with
the support of the State,
and the backing of the
Centre. 

Allaying fears of a mo-
nopoly by a shipping line,
Aswani Gupta, CEO of Ada-

ni Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone (APSEZ), said
that partnering with the
Switzerland-based Medi-
terranean Shipping Com-
pany (MSC) does not mean
that it will have exclusivity
at the port, which is, and
will continue to be, open to
all partners from around
the world. 

The State, meanwhile, is
exploring possibility of
placing conditions on the
proposed transfer of stakes
and has reportedly sought
legal advice from the Advo-
cate-General. 

Kerala, Adani Group
seek to mend fences
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Saudi Arabian low-cost carrier Flyadeal on
Monday commenced its India operations with
the launch of a daily non-stop service between
Hyderabad and Riyadh (using Airbus A320
aircraft), making Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport its �rst destination in the country. The
Hyderabad-bound �ight departs Riyadh at 11.20
p.m. and arrives at 6.50 a.m. the following day
while the return service leaves Hyderabad at 7.55
a.m. and reaches Riyadh at 11.05 a.m.

Saudi Arabia’s low-cost carrier
Flyadeal makes India debut 

The Andhra Pradesh Police have registered a case
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and other charges against YouTuber
Joseph Bachalakuri alias Prashna Ravan for
allegedly propagating Maoist ideology. He was
arrested on Sunday and has been remanded to
judicial custody. Mr. Bachalakuri has been on bail
for several cases registered against him after
earlier being arrested on June 30 over remarks
against Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan Kalyan. 

A.P. YouTuber charged under
UAPA for ‘Maoist propaganda’

A day after the Kerala police concluded that the
sexual abuse allegations made by a 13-year-old
girl were false, the case has taken a new turn
with a 20-year-old youth — one of the 10 accused
— alleging custodial torture. The youth, who was
taken into custody during the probe, has lodged
a complaint with Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala alleging he was tortured by police.
The police questioned six persons, including four
minors, in connection with the POCSO case. 

Custodial torture allegation
clouds POCSO probe in Kerala

Monsoon mosaic

A biker makes his way through heavy rain in Udupi, Karnataka. The district recorded 71.7 mm of rainfall on Monday. UMESH S. SHETTIGAR

O�cials of the Fisheries
Department of Andhra
Pradesh sounded alarm
about the outbreak of
White Gut Disease (WDG),
also known as White Feces
Disease (WFD), in shrimp
ponds in the State. 

Explaining the symp-
toms of the disease, scien-
tists appealed to the
shrimp farmers to take
measures to prevent the
spread of the disease.

A team of Fisheries De-
partment o�cials, who
collected samples of
shrimp, water, faeces and
feed, reportedly con-
�rmed the symptoms of
the disease in some ponds
in West Godavari district.

The team led by Joint
Director (Fisheries) D. Sri-
nivas collected samples
from the shrimp ponds in
Undi mandal. The samples
would be sent to laborato-
ries located at Kaikalur
and Bhimavaram. The
teams collected more sam-
ples from the nearby aqua
ponds, the Joint Director
said.

“Shrimp a�ected by
WGD take in less feed, su�-
er from stunted growth,
have intestines that turn
brown, and shows signs of
loose shells. Aqua farmers
should maintain good hy-
gienic conditions to pre-
vent diseases. We are col-
lecting samples from tanks
across the State,” an o�cer
of the task force team con-
stituted to check the dis-
ease said. 

Agriculture and Fisher-
ies Minister Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu directed the
o�cials to educate the
farmers on preventing the
spread of the disease.

A.P. issues
warning to
shrimp farms
over White
Gut Disease

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Union Minister for Heavy
Industries and Steel H.D.
Kumaraswamy on Monday
accused the Congress go-
vernment in Karnataka of
conspiring to derail the
Centre’s e�orts to revive
Hindustan Machine Tools
(HMT), alleging that the
State government was us-
ing the Forest Department
to create obstacles just
when a special revival
package for the public sec-
tor enterprise was nearing
a crucial stage. He said
HMT would challenge the
order before the court.

Responding to media re-
ports that the State Forest
Department had issued a
notice to HMT and set a
deadline for returning its
land in two areas, Mr.

Kumaraswamy questioned
the timing and legality of
the action.

“The matter is pending
before the court. At such a
sensitive stage, the State
government, through the
Forest Department, has is-
sued a notice and has im-
posed a deadline. This
amounts to interference
with judicial proceedings
and is contrary to law,” he

said. He added that Benga-
luru Urban Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests N. Ravin-
dra Kumar had ordered the
HMT to immediately sur-
render 430 acres of land to
the Forest Department on
the grounds that it consti-
tuted forest land.

“With the objective of
breathing new life into
HMT, I have been making
e�orts to convince the
Prime Minister and the Un-
ion Finance Minister to ap-
prove a special package.
Just when the package was
close to being announced,
the State government, with
malicious intent, got such a
notice issued,” he alleged.

The Union Minister said
a meeting on the proposed
package was scheduled for
the following week and a
decision to revive the en-
terprise was imminent.

‘Karnataka govt. plotting to
derail HMT revival package’
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

H.D. Kumaraswamy 

The Kerala Police have in-
voked the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UA-
PA) against a 26-year-old
man, Muhammed Sanoof,
who was arrested upon his
return from Saudi Arabia
in connection with an of-
fensive comment posted
under a video featuring the
daughter of a victim of the
Pahalgam terror attack.

The legal action was ta-
ken against Mr. Sanoof of
Ayikkarapadi in Malappu-
ram. He was detained on
the basis of a lookout not-
ice at the Calicut Interna-

tional Airport on July 4, fol-
lowing which the Karipur
police handed him over to
the Muttam police in Iduk-
ki, where the case had
been registered.

Complaint �led
The case pertains to a Fa-
cebook comment allegedly
posted by the accused un-
der a video that featured
the daughter of N. Rama-

chandran, a Kochi native
who was killed in the ter-
ror attack in April 2025. 

The case was registered
based on a complaint �led
by a Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha leader.

During the interroga-
tion, the Muttam police re-
portedly secured evidence
that prompted the addition
of UAPA charges against
the accused. His mobile
phone is also under
examination.

While the accused has
been remanded in judicial
custody, the police are like-
ly to seek his custody for
further evidence and inter-
rogation, sources said.

Police have secured
evidence that
prompted addition 
of UAPA charges
against the accused

Kerala Police invoke UAPA
against man for comment
on Pahalgam victim’s kin
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Actors Revathy and Pad-
mapriya resigned from the
primary membership of
the Association of Malaya-
lam Movie Artistes (AMMA)
on Monday. “..Our resigna-
tion is not in haste and not
about a single incident,”
they said in a joint state-
ment online.

“For nearly a decade,
the ask was simple. Safer
workplaces. Dignity. Ac-
countability. Equal treat-
ment. The minimum every
member deserves. And va-
lues we genuinely believed
all of us could unite
around. The price of ask-
ing, for us, has been si-
lence and distance. From

colleagues, from friends,
from spaces that once felt
like home. Still, we stayed.
For hope has a remarkable
ability to survive disap-
pointment,” they said.

The actors, who are the
founding members of the
Women in Cinema Collec-
tive, said the resignations

that followed the release of
the Hema Committee re-
port on the problems faced
by women in the Malaya-
lam �lm industry were not
an act of principle. 

“They were an escape
from accountability. Once
the attention faded, the
same old order returned.

Power keeps �nding new
ways to protect itself. The
faces change. The methods
change. But the structures
enabling inequality remain
untouched,” they said.

They pointed out “AM-
MA was meant to stand as a
collective voice... But it has
become increasingly
shaped by patriarchy and
power politics, weakening
its founding ideals. Walk-
ing away for us is not de-
feat. It is self-respect.” 

“We have unwavering
faith that the Malayalam
�lm industry can become
what it should be, where
women do not �ght the
same battles their seniors
did. That belief never de-
pended on a membership,”
said the statement.

Actors Revathy, Padmapriya resign from
AMMA citing ‘patriarchy, power politics’ 
The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Revathy, left, and Padmapriya are founding members of Women in

Cinema Collective. FILE PHOTO
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The Tamil Nadu State
Coastal Zone Management
Authority (TNSCZMA) has
defended the Coastal Reg-
ulation Zone (CRZ) clea-
rance granted to the pro-
posed Mamallan Reservoir
project in Chengalpattu
district before the South-
ern Bench of the National
Green Tribunal.

It argued that the pro-
ject complies with the CRZ
Noti�cation, 2011, and was
subjected to multiple levels
of technical scrutiny. It also
has stringent environmen-
tal safeguards. 

In its counter-a�davit,
the authority sought the
dismissal of a petition, �led
by K. Saravanan, challeng-
ing the CRZ clearance is-
sued in December 2025 for
the proposed reservoir in
the Kovalam sub-basin.
The site falls between the
East Coast Road and the
Old Mahabalipuram Road. 

According to the author-
ity, the proposed Phase-I
reservoir will cover 1,770.5
hectares (4,375 acres) and
have a storage capacity of
1.655 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft) to ad-
dress the recurring drink-
ing water shortage in the
southern parts of the
Chennai Metropolitan
Area. It said the reservoir
would cater to around
50,000 residents in villag-
es, including Nemmeli,
Krishnankaranai, Pattipu-
lam, Paiyanur, Kalavak-
kam, Thiruporur, Thiruvi-
danthai and
Mamallapuram, besides
mitigating �oods and sea-

water intrusion.
The counter-a�davit

said the proposal was exa-
mined by the Chengalpattu
District Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authority
(DCZMA), the Technical
Expert Committee, the
State Expert Appraisal
Committee, the IIT-Madras
and the TNSCZMA before
the CRZ clearance was
granted. 

The project does not in-
volve reclamation of the
sea, estuary, or tidal wa-
ters, but is proposed on in-
land �oodplain poromboke
land, it said.

Dissent note
The project, however, has
drawn sustained opposi-
tion from �shing commun-
ities and environmental ex-
perts. 

Fishing community’s re-
presentatives from villages
along the Nemmeli-Kova-
lam backwaters have al-
leged that they were not
consulted before the pro-
ject was approved and
have said the reservoir will
a�ect the livelihoods of
thousands of inland and
marine �shermen depen-
dent on the brackish water
ecosystem. They have also
contended that converting
the tidal marsh into a fresh-
water reservoir could in-
crease �ood risks to neigh-
bouring villages.

T.N. defends CRZ
nod for Mamallan
reservoir project

While govt. says the
project will address
water shortage and
�oods, �shermen 
say it will a�ect 
their livelihood

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
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3 killed in landslide
as rain disrupts life
in Maharashtra

Three members of a family
were killed in a landslide in
Pune district early on Mon-
day as rain wreaked havoc
in Pune, Mumbai, and
parts of Maharashtra, shut-
ting down sections of the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway
and suspending rail tra�c
between the two cities.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who chaired a re-
view meeting of the State
Emergency Operation
Centre, said the India Me-
teorological Department
had issued a cloudburst
warning for Nashik district
for Wednesday which the
State government was
closely monitoring.

He urged private o�ces
in Mumbai to let em-
ployees work from home.
Schools and colleges in the
city had been shut, he said.

Roads linking Mumbai
and Pune have been a�ect-
ed due to landslides and
waterlogging. A landslide
occurred near a tunnel of
the newly constructed Mis-
sing Link project on the ex-
pressway, leading to its clo-
sure for 18 hours. Tra�c on
this section resumed on
Monday night after a safety
inspection. The old Mum-
bai-Pune Highway has
been closed after a land-
slide. Waterlogging near
Amrutanjan Bridge and
Khalapur Toll Plaza on the
expressway led to tra�c
congestion.

Several trains cancelled
Central Railways cancelled
16 express trains and di-
verted six trains.

The State Legislative As-
sembly was adjourned for

the day after the Opposi-
tion staged a protest, de-
manding answers from the
government.

“The administration is
prepared to deal with the
rainfall,” Mr. Fadnavis said.
“A detailed reply on the is-
sues raised by the Opposi-
tion will be given in the As-
sembly on Tuesday.”

The State government
deployed a 30-member
team of the National Disas-
ter Response Force in Pune
district, where a landslide
occurred at Patan village in
Maval taluka. 

The landslide buried a
house killing three people,
the Pune district disaster
management o�ce said. 

Rescue teams took 23
persons to safety by the
evening. “One family is
feared trapped under the
debris. Search operations
are on,” said an o�cial.

‘Man-made disaster’
The Opposition ques-
tioned the government’s
preparedness. Maharash-
tra Congress president
Harshvardhan Sapkal said
the government spent
₹7,181 crore on the Missing
Link project but “the road
was closed within two
months of its
inauguration.”

“The deaths in the
Mumbai region over the
past week are not a natural
disaster but a man-made
disaster caused by the
Chief Minister. A case of
culpable homicide should
be registered against De-
vendra Fadnavis,” he said.

Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) MP Supriya Sule
said Maharashtra has been
“paralysed in a single
rain”.

Hit hard: A view of the flooded railway tracks in Kurla as heavy rain

disrupts daily life in Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI
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P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi ar-
rived in Indonesia

on Monday, on the �rst leg
of his three-nation tour,
aimed at further streng-
thening India’s Act East
Policy, MAHASAGAR Vi-
sion and its commitment
to a free, open and inclu-
sive Indo-Paci�c.

In a special gesture, Mr.
Modi was received at the
airport by Indonesian Pre-
sident Prabowo Subianto.
In addition, four Ministers
were also present to re-
ceive the Prime Minister,
who was accorded a tradi-
tional ceremonial welcome
and a Guard of Honour.

“Landed in Jakarta. I’m
touched by President Pra-
bowo Subianto’s gesture of
welcoming me at the air-

port,” Mr. Modi said in a so-
cial media post.

This is Mr. Modi’s �rst
bilateral visit to Indonesia
since the elevation of ties
to a Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership in 2018. 

Mr. Modi said he will
hold discussions with Mr.

Subianto “aimed at adding
even more momentum to
this partnership across di-
verse sectors.”

“President Prabowo and
I will visit the Prambanan
Temple complex in Yogya-
karta. This will ensure clos-
er cultural linkages bet-

ween our nations. While in
Indonesia, I also look for-
ward to interacting with
the Indian community,” he
added. The centuries-old
temple, located approxi-
mately 17 km northeast of
Yogyakarta city, is consi-
dered Indonesia’s largest
Hindu temple.

Mr. Modi witnessed a
performance of Wayang
Kulit, Indonesia’s trea-
sured shadow puppetry
tradition, bringing the
timeless story of the Ra-
mayana to life. “It was a
moving reminder of how
our shared civilisational
heritage has travelled
across seas and genera-
tions, taking on beautiful
local expressions while
preserving its eternal va-
lues.,” he said.

Ahead of his departure
from New Delhi, Mr. Modi
said his visit to Indonesia,

Australia and New Zealand
would further strengthen
India’s Act East Policy, MA-
HASAGAR Vision as well as
“our outlook towards a
free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic.” MAHASAGAR, or Mu-
tual and Holistic Advance-
ment for Security Across
the Regions, is India’s vi-
sion of security and growth
for all regions.

Mr. Modi’s visit comes
after Mr. Prabowo’s State
visit to India as the chief
guest at the Republic Day
celebrations in January
2025.

From Indonesia, Mr.
Modi will travel to Mel-
bourne at the invitation of
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese. The �-
nal leg of the tour will take
him to Auckland at the in-
vitation of New Zealand
Prime Minister Christoph-
er Luxon.

Modi begins three-nation trip, starts
with Indonesia to boost strategic ties

Grand welcome: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Indonesian

President Prabowo Subianto upon arrival in Jakarta on Monday. PTI 

Prime Minister set to hold discussions with Indonesian President Subianto to add ‘momentum to this partnership across

diverse sectors’; he will travel to Australia and New Zealand next as part of e�orts to promote a free and open Indo-Paci�c

Press Trust of India 
JAKARTA

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma has
urged the Centre to ad-
dress the State’s concerns
over the proposed changes
to the Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Act
(FCRA), saying it could ad-
versely a�ect Christian in-
stitutions involved in pu-
blic service.

The Chief Minister, lead-
ing a delegation of Megha-
laya-based Christian lead-
ers, met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi on Sunday to convey
their concerns about the
proposed amendments to
the FCRA. Christians com-
prise almost 75% of Megha-
laya’s population.

The delegation focused
on Section 16A(5), a clause
in the proposed amend-
ment that would empower
a designated authority to
take over or dispose of as-
sets—buildings, schools,
hospitals, and land—creat-
ed with foreign contribu-
tions in cases where an or-
ganisation’s registration is
cancelled or not renewed.

Disrupt the functioning
The Chief Minister high-
lighted how the proposed
changes could disrupt the
functioning of religious,
educational, and charita-
ble institutions that have
long complemented go-
vernment e�orts in com-
munity development.

He said any regulatory
changes must take into ac-
count Meghalaya’s unique
circumstances and ensure
that genuine institutions
engaged in public service
can continue their work
without undue disruption.
He requested the Centre to
adopt a consultative ap-
proach that recognises the
contributions of these or-
ganisations while address-
ing regulatory concerns.

Mr. Sangma is the na-
tional president of the Na-
tional People’s Party
(NPP), a constituent of the
BJP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance. The BJP is a mi-
nor partner of the NPP-
headed Meghalaya govern-
ment.

Meghalaya
CM urges
Centre to
reconsider
FCRA changes 

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Election Commission
announced on Monday
that bypolls to three Rajya
Sabha seats from West
Bengal will be held on July
24. The seats were vacated
following the resignation
of rebel Trinamool Con-
gress MPs last month.

The three Trinamool Ra-
jya Sabha members, Suk-
hendu Sekhar Roy, Sush-
mita Dev, and Prakash
Chik Baraik, resigned in
June following di�erences
with the party leadership
after its defeat in the As-
sembly election.

Polling and counting of
votes would take place on
the same day, according to
an o�cial statement by the
Election Commission.

As vacancies to all Hous-
es, including the Rajya Sab-
ha, are considered sepa-
rate, polls are conducted
individually for each of the
seats. The Rajya Sabha by-
polls would take the NDA’s
numbers to 154 leaving it
just nine short of a two-
third majority in the Upper
House at a time when the
government is planning to
bring in certain constitu-
tional amendments Bills.

Bypolls for 
3 RS seats in
West Bengal
on July 24

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Unidenti�ed gunmen am-
bushed an Assam Ri�es pa-
trol in Manipur’s Ukhrul
district on Monday after-
noon, killing two person-
nel and injuring others.

District o�cials said the
incident occurred near
Nungshangkhong, about 16
km east of Ukhrul town.

The ambushed person-
nel reportedly belonged to
the 40 Assam Ri�es de-
tachment stationed at
Sangshak in the district.
They have been identi�ed
as Warrant O�cer Balwant
Singh, and Havildar Chan-
dra Mohan Singh.

CM’s assurance
Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh condemned the kill-
ing and conveyed his deep-
est condolences to the be-
reaved families. “The

government will not toler-
ate such brutal violence
and remain a mute specta-
tor to such atrocities.”
Those responsible would
be punished, he said.

Some reports said mem-
bers of the Eastern Flank
faction of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagalim
(NSCN) carried out the at-
tack. The NSCN is also
known as the Isak-Muivah
faction of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland,
which has been part of a
cease�re agreement since
July 1997.

However, the NSCN’s
“information ministry”
trashed the existence of
such a faction and said it
was “neither involved in
nor had any knowledge” of
the ambush. “The organi-
sation remains �rmly com-
mitted to the cease�re
agreement with the go-
vernment of India” the
group said in a statement.

Two Assam Ri�es
personnel killed in
ambush in Manipur 
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

India on July 13 will launch
the o�cial campaign for a
non-permanent seat at the
UN Security Council dur-
ing 2028-29. According to a
press note by the Ministry
of External A�airs, the
launch will be made by Ex-
ternal A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar who is currently
travelling in the Gulf region
and will reach New York ci-
ty on July 10 for the o�cial
ceremony that will be cru-
cial from the point of view
of India’s leadership posi-
tion in the Global South.

The bid will also require
substantial diplomatic mo-
bilisation by India as Taji-
kistan will be the other
candidate for the seat
meant for the Asia-Paci�c
region. While India has re-
ceived support from coun-

tries such as Fiji, United
States, Austria and Sri Lan-
ka, it will have to do con-
siderable diplomatic heavy
lifting as Tajikistan has al-
ready secured the support
of the OIC bloc that con-
sists of 57 member-states of
the United Nations. That
apart, both countries are
members of the SCO that
will hold the next summit
meeting in Kyrgyzstan, ad-
ding a special signi�cance
to the summit from the
point of view of UNSC am-

bitions of India and
Tajikistan.

Evolving equation
Mr. Jaishankar has been to
various countries over the
past months with an eye to
the evolving equation at
the United Nations because
of India’s plans for the
2028-29 UNSC non-perma-
nent membership. 

He will reach New York
city for extensive consulta-
tions with India’s partners
at the UN. While India has
been advocating a reform
at the UNSC and also has
been championing the
needs of the Global South,
recent trends however
have not gone according to
the plans. Earlier in May,
India postponed the India-
Africa Forum Summit that
was to be held during May
28-31 citing the Ebola out-
break in Africa.

Jaishankar gearing up to
lead India’s campaign for
non-permanent UNSC seat 
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

S. Jaishankar

Can brahmari or the “bee
breath” drown the roar of
the engines, or the drones
if in Persian Gulf during the
war, and bring peace to the
seafarer? The Directorate
General of Maritime Admi-
nistration (DGMA), former-
ly Directorate General of
Shipping, seems to think
so. Breathing in and
breathing out making an
“mmmmm” sound to make
it a bumblebee hum is
among the many tech-
niques seafarers will be
learning through this year.

The initiative, called “Sa-
gar Mein Yog” (SMY), will
be delivered through a ded-
icated Learning Manage-
ment System. It requires all
seafarers holding a valid In-
dian Continuous Discharge
Certi�cate (CDC) to com-
plete the course within one
year, and mandates that all
candidates at DGS-ap-
proved Maritime Training
Institutes (MTIs) �nish the
modules.

The SMY is structured
around 10 thematic well-
ness pillars spanning a
cumulative 19 hours and 14

minutes of instruction. The
longest module, social
wellness covers interperso-
nal skills, teamwork and
con�ict resolution both on-
board and ashore, while
occupational wellness ad-
dresses adjustment to ship-
board life, career growth
and feedback practices.
Physical wellness takes in
nutrition, hydration, �t-
ness routines and even sex-
ual health, and intellectual
wellness focuses on critical
thinking, risk management
and cognitive sharpness at
sea.

Other pillars include
economic wellness — cover-
ing budgeting, investment
and taxation for seafarers —
cultural wellness, built
around cross-cultural com-

petence and identity on
multinational crews, and
spiritual wellness, which
draws on meditation,
chanting and pranayama
breathing techniques.

The spiritual wellness
module is built around four
sub-modules focused on
meditation, chanting, mu-
dras and breathwork. It
opens with exercises and
guided meditation tech-
niques aimed at helping
seafarers build a daily prac-
tice, before moving into
chants. 

A separate segment in-
troduces hand mudras
such as the Dhyana Mudra,
associated with meditative
focus, and the Apana Mu-
dra, linked to detoxi�ca-
tion and grounding.

Govt. launches mandatory
yoga-based wellness course
to help seafarers beat stress
M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

The spiritual wellness module is built around sub-modules focused

on meditation, chanting, mudras and breathwork. FILE PHOTO

Accusing the Narendra Mo-
di government of pushing
the country’s education
system into the “Intensive
Care Unit”, the Congress
on Monday said it would
soon unveil an “Education
Charter” based on consul-
tations with students,
teachers and parents
across the country.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress leader
and NSUI in-charge Kan-
haiya Kumar said Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi had
been interacting with stu-
dents in di�erent parts of
the country to understand
their concerns and pre-
pare a roadmap for re-
forms. He said the exercise
would culminate in a char-
ter aimed at overhauling
the education system.

Mr. Kumar also de-
manded the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
called for an inquiry into
his alleged links with the
paper leak ma�a. He also
sought a comprehensive
reform of the examination
and recruitment system,

alleging that the Centre
had weakened institutional
safeguards by replacing
earlier mechanisms with
the National Testing
Agency.

The Congress leader
further called for a regular
job calendar for youth and
a �xed academic calendar
for examinations.

NSUI president Vinod
Jakhar alleged that student
union elections were being
sti�ed across campuses to
tighten the grip of “BJP-RSS
a�liates”. He also ques-
tioned repeated extensions
granted to the Vice-Chan-
cellor of Delhi University,
and said the NSUI would
launch campus-level or-
ganisational elections
through an app-based sys-
tem that would be “free,
fair and transparent”.

Education sector ‘in
ICU’, says Congress,
promises reform

Kanhaiya Kumar

The Hindu Bureau
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The Delhi police have ar-
rested a 25-year-old man in
connection with the death
of his wife.

“Akriti, who married
Arastu Sikka on April 24
this year, was found criti-
cally injured near an
NDMC residential complex
in Palika Kunj on Saturday
[July 5, 2026] evening. She
was rushed to AIIMS,
where doctors declared
her dead on arrival,” the
police said.

Based on the statement
of Akriti’s mother, the pol-
ice registered a case under
BNS Sections 80 (dowry
death) and 85 (in�icting
cruelty upon a married
woman by her husband or
his relatives against Mr. Sik-
ka and his sister, Agastika.

Search is on
A search is on for Ms. Agas-
tika, the o�cer added. In-
itial investigation showed
injuries on Akriti's left arm
and thigh, but it is not yet
clear if these injuries were
the result of the fall or the
alleged assault.

“We are examining all
angles, and further investi-

gation is under way,” said
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Anant Mit-
tal. He added that Akriti
had been living with her
husband and his family in
Pushp Vihar.

“Arastu had been unem-
ployed for some time. His
father is a Section O�cer
in the Labour Department,
and the family lives in go-
vernment quarters in the
south Delhi neighbour-
hood,” the DCP added. 

My sister hid much of
the abuse until a day be-
fore her death, hoping that
things would eventually
improve, Amay Sutar,
younger brother of Akriti,
said. 

According to him, Akriti
believed that if she re-
turned to work, saved
enough money and bought
things for the household,
the harassment would
eventually stop.

A magisterial inquiry
has been initiated into Ak-
riti’s death, and her moth-
er’s statement has also
been recorded before a
Sub-Divisional Magistrate.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help)
(With PTI inputs)

Delhi Police arrest
newly wed man
after wife’s death
Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI
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At a time when the debate
over the change in the ad-
ministrative structure of
the Ram Temple in Ayod-
hya gathers pace, the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
on Monday reiterated its
opposition to government
control of the shrine. 

The organisation, ho-
wever, said it had no objec-
tion to appointing a profes-
sional chief executive
o�cer (CEO), provided the
person was not a serving
bureaucrat and was ac-
countable to the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust.

Speaking to The Hindu,
VHP joint general secre-
tary Surender Jain said,
“We are against govern-
ment control of the Ram
Temple. We will not allow
it at any cost. This has been
our stance since the begin-
ning, not only for the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya but for
all other Hindu temples in
India.”

Mr. Jain said the organi-
sation was not opposed to
the appointment of a pro-
fessional to oversee the
temple’s day-to-day
administration.

“We are not against ap-
pointing a professional to

manage the day-to-day af-
fairs of the Ram Mandir,
but the person must not be
a serving bureaucrat and
should be accountable to
the Trust, not the govern-
ment,” he said, adding that
the CEO should be ap-
pointed by the Trust rather
than the government.

Mr. Jain’s remarks came
on the day when Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust accepted the
resignation of its general
secretary Champat Rai,
amid the ongoing Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probe into the alleged do-
nation theft.

The call for the appoint-
ment of a CEO was �rst
made by the Ram Temple
Construction Committee
Chairman and former IAS
o�cer Nripendra Misra,
who advocated adopting a
Tirupati-like model with a
professional CEO to over-
see daily operations.

“No one is asking that
the trust deed or bylaws
should be changed...,” Mr.
Misra had said.

Won’t allow govt.
control of temple at
any cost, says VHP

Not opposed to a
professional CEO
overseeing day-to-day
administration of the
temple: VHP leader

The Hindu Bureau
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Mounting a scathing attack
on the Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) over its letter
to the Ayodhya police seek-
ing action against Opposi-
tion leaders who have al-
leged embezzlement of
donations at the Ram Tem-
ple, the Congress on Mon-
day described the move as
a “classic case of the pot
calling the kettle black”.

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary (organi-
sation) K.C. Venugopal said
the letter was an attempt to
de�ect attention from alle-
gations against those
linked to the temple Trust.

On July 5, the VHP had
written to the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) of
the Uttar Pradesh Police,
asking them to examine
claims made by several Op-
position leaders, including
Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav,
and Aam Aadmi Party con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal re-
garding the alleged embez-
zlement of donations at the
Ram Temple. The VHP had
urged the SIT to summon
Opposition leaders to sub-
stantiate their allegations.

“The demand is as ab-
surd as it is shameless. Hav-

ing itself come under the
scanner, the VHP has
neither the moral authori-
ty nor the credibility to
point �ngers at the Opposi-
tion,” the Congress leader
said. The party reiterated
its demand for an indepen-
dent, Supreme Court-mon-
itored investigation, with
Mr. Venugopal describing
the current SIT probe as
“an elaborate mechanism
to protect the plunderers
of Ram Mandir”.

“The trust was set up by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Its general secretary
Champat Rai is a VHP vice-
president and RSS (Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh)
pracharak...The Centre
and the State government
are BJP-ruled. In such a sit-
uation, how are Priyanka
Gandhi, Akhilesh Yadav or
any other Opposition lead-
er relevant to the matter?”
Mr. Venugopal asked.

‘Absurd for VHP to
seek action against
Opposition leaders’

K.C. Venugopal

The Hindu Bureau
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The Congress on Monday
stepped up its attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the foreign policy
front, accusing his govern-
ment of eroding India’s
global standing and aban-
doning the country’s mo-
ral voice on West Asia. 

In separate posts on X,
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge questioned
the decline in the ranking
of the Indian passport,
while Congress general se-
cretary Jairam Ramesh as-
sailed Mr. Modi’s silence
on Israel’s actions in Gaza.
Mr. Kharge said the go-
vernment’s policies had
hurt India’s global reputa-
tion. 

In another attack on the
Prime Minister, Mr. Ra-
mesh called out his “stony
silence” on “Israel’s geno-
cide in Gaza”, after Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu cited support
from India while pushing
back against remarks by
U.S. Vice-President J. D.
Vance that Washington
was Israel’s only powerful
ally. “Getting a certi�cate
from Mr. Netanyahu is no
badge of honour, specially
since he himself is isolated
and has evoked frustration
and anger even from Mr.
Modi’s good friend in the
White House himself,” he-
said.

Congress
targets Prime
Minister on 
foreign policy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Monday
said a cooperative life insu-
rance company would be
set up to boost the growth
of cooperatives in the
country. He said the Coop-
eration Ministry had given
a new “lifeline” to India’s
cooperative movement,
which was “neglected”
during the Congress rule.

Speaking on the �fth
Foundation Day of the Mi-
nistry, he said cooperatives
had expanded to many sec-
tors and were not restrict-
ed to dairy, sugar, and fer-
tilizer businesses. He said
Bharat Taxi, a cooperative-
based ride hailing plat-
form, had been doing well
and would be expanded to
500 cities in the next two
years. Fertilizer coopera-
tive IFFCO was already in
the insurance business
through a joint venture
with a Japanese �rm.

India has around 8.5
lakh cooperatives with
more than 30 crore mem-
bers. Mr. Shah listed out
the initiatives taken by the
Ministry in the past �ve
years, including steps to
bring transparency and
professionalism into the
cooperative ecosystem. He
said the Ministry had creat-
ed a database of the sector
which will help in its ex-

pansion. The Minister said
the government was esta-
blishing the ‘Tribhuvan’
Sahkari University at
Anand in Gujarat, which
will augment the country’s
human resource.

Referring to the initial
apprehension that the
Cooperation Ministry
would interfere in the
working of the State go-
vernments, he said even
the Congress-ruled States
had not complained in the
past �ve years about inter-
ference. “The Union Minis-
try is not for interfering in
the State subject. It is for
policy-making,” he said.

Mr. Shah laid the foun-
dation stone and inaugu-
rated several projects and
initiatives, which include
the transfer of 135 grain go-
downs with a capacity of
75,000 tonnes, the inaugu-
ration of 85 godowns, and
virtually laying the founda-
tion stone for 47 grain stor-
age godowns.

Cooperative life
insurance �rm to 
be set up soon: Shah

Amit Shah
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The Mamata Banerjee-led
group of the Trinamool
Congress on Monday sub-
mitted its response to the
Election Commission, re-
jecting the rival camp’s
claim over the party and
underlining that the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
West Bengal Assembly, Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, who is
leading the other faction,
was not even a member of
the party committee at the
time of the last round of or-
ganisational elections in
2022.

Party members sup-
porting Ms. Mamata assert-
ed that the Trinamool Con-
gress organisational
committees remained va-
lid till 2027 under the party
constitution.

14-page reply
Speaking to reporters after
submitting the response,
Lok Sabha member Kalyan
Banerjee said the party
had �led a “very detailed
reply” to the electoral bo-
dy in response to a repre-
sentation made by Mr. Ri-
tabrata. 

The 14-page response
mentions the Trinamool
constitution and also trac-
es the formation of the par-
ty in 1998.

Rejecting the rebel fac-
tion’s principal contention
that the tenure of the Tri-
namool committee and Na-
tional Working Committee

expired in 2025, Mr. Kalyan
said the party constitution
had been amended over
the years to extend the te-
nure from three years to
four years in 2000 and
subsequently to �ve years
in 2006, with the changes
communicated to the EC.

“The last organisational
election was held in 2022.
Therefore, automatically,
the tenure of the AITC and
National Working Commit-
tee remains for a period of
�ve years. It will expire in
2027,” he said, adding that
the allegation that the com-
mittee’s tenure had ended
in 2025 was “incorrect and
not supported by the con-
stitutional provisions” of
the party.

The memorandum sub-
mitted by the party said
that in 2022, Ms. Mamata
was elected unopposed as
the party chairperson fol-
lowing the procedure un-
der the party constitution.
“At the relevant point of
time, the complainant Ri-

tabrata Banerjee was not
even a member of the AITC
committee,” it said.

Mr. Kalyan argued that
the rebel leaders had
themselves recognised the
authority of the existing
leadership by contesting
the 2026 West Bengal As-
sembly election on the Tri-
namool symbol using can-
didature papers — Form A
and B — signed by Ms. Ma-
mata as the party chairper-
son. “If they say the party
ceased to exist after 2025,
then on what basis did they
contest the election? Their
own argument would
make their election illegal.
They should resign imme-
diately,” he said.

Mr. Kalyan alleged that
the rebel faction’s June 22
“special session”, in which
it claimed to have reconsti-
tuted the party organisa-
tion, violated the Trina-
mool’s constitution.

According to him, the
party constitution envisag-
es a multi-tier organisa-

tional process beginning at
the block level, followed by
district and State commit-
tees, before the Trinamool
Congress committee can
be constituted.

“There was no media
noti�cation, no proper cir-
culation of any notice and
no notice to ex-o�cio
members. The alleged
AITC constituted by them
is a great fraud on the AITC
constitution itself,” the MP
said.

Mr. Banerjee said the
process adopted by the re-
bels broke every tenet of
the party constitution. He
accused the faction of ille-
gally taking control of par-
ty o�ces with the support
of the State administration.

The EC had asked both
the Mamata Banerjee-led
group and the rival faction
led by Ritabrata Banerjee
to submit their claims and
counter-claims over auth-
orised signatories and or-
ganisational polls of the
party.

Mamata camp submits response to EC,
rejects rebel faction’s claim over party 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Making a case: Trinamool Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee, flanked by party leaders Mahua Moitra and

Sagarika Ghose, speaking to the media in New Delhi after meeting EC o�icials on Monday. R.V. MOORTHY

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet on
Monday appointed 1993-
batch Indian Police Service
(IPS) o�cers Alok Mittal
and Amit Garg as the chiefs
of the Bureau of Police Re-
search and Development
(BPRD) and the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), respectively.

Both the BPR&D and the
NCRB, which come under
the Union Ministry of
Home A�airs, played a key
role in the implementation
of the new criminal laws in
the country and are res-
ponsible for the moderni-
sation of the police force
and major policy reforms.

Sujeet Pandey, a 1994-
batch IPS o�cer from the
Uttar Pradesh cadre, has
been appointed Director of
the Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel National Police Acade-
my (SVPNPA), the order
stated.

NIA cases
Mr. Mittal, who is at pre-
sent posted as Director-
General, Prisons, Haryana,
had earlier served in the
National Investigation
Agency and has worked ex-
tensively on cases pertain-
ing to the Islamic State.

Under Mr. Mittal’s su-
pervision, several IS mo-
dules were busted by the
NIA between 2017 and
2020.

The ACC order said that
he will serve as Director
General, BPR&D from the
date of joining of the post
and up to June 30, 2029,
which is the date of his
superannuation or until
further orders, whichever
is earlier.

Mr. Garg, who is from
Andhra Pradesh, is at pre-
sent working as Director,
SVPNPA. 

He has been appointed
head of the NCRB by tem-
porary upgradation of the
post to that of Director
General level, from the
date of joining the post till
the date of his superannua-
tion (October 31, 2027) or
until further orders, whi-
chever is earlier.

New chiefs
appointed to
BPRD, NCRB,
and SVPNPA

The Hindu Bureau
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T
he Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust on

Monday accepted the resig-
nations of its general secre-
tary Champat Rai and trus-
tee Anil Mishra in the wake
of allegations of embezzle-
ment of temple donations
and appointed Krishna
Mohan as the acting gener-
al secretary.

The temple trust held a
meeting chaired by its pre-
sident, Mahant Nritya Go-
pal Das, at the guest house
in the Ram Janmabhoomi
complex in Ayodhya.

“General Secretary
Champat Rai and trustee
Anil Mishra resigned on
moral grounds after the
preliminary report of the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT). The Trust accepted
the resignation. The Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust organised
the meeting to address al-
legations concerning �nan-
cial irregularities and po-
tential misappropriation of
donations and o�erings at
the temple. This situation
has prompted an internal
review and discussions re-
garding accountability

within the Trust’s manage-
ment,” a press statement
said.

The Trust said it had
completed the construc-
tion of the Ram Temple in
less than six years after its
formation in 2020 and ad-
ded, “The trustees were
profoundly troubled by the
reported embezzlement.
What truly distresses us is
the environment that has
emerged. It is our duty to
re�ect on this situation.”

It formed a three-mem-
ber committee to select a
chief executive o�cer
(CEO) for the organisation.
The committee comprises
Justice Pramod Kohli
(retd), Lieutenant-General
Vishnukant Chaturvedi

(retd), and trustee Suresh
Haware.

‘A serious crime’
A separate committee has
been formed to propose
additional measures to
prevent the recurrence of
any wrongdoing, and indi-
cated that further deci-
sions regarding appoint-
ments and structural
reforms would be made
following the �nal report
from the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT).

Calling the theft a se-
rious crime, the Trust said
it was cooperating with the
probe and wanted all indi-
viduals responsible to be
brought to justice. It
claimed some people were

attempting to take advan-
tage of the situation and in-
dulge in propaganda.

The Trust said it had re-
ceived ₹3,264 crore in do-
nations and contributions
since its inception, and
₹2,370 crore of the sum
had been spent on con-
struction and related work.
It added that o�erings re-
ceived till March 31, 2026,
totalled ₹582 crore, of
which ₹391 crore had been
spent on temple opera-
tions, while the remaining
had been deposited in
banks. It stated that its �-
nancial details had been
periodically shared with
the media.

The meeting took place
amid two parallel investi-
gations into the embezzle-
ment allegations at the
Ram Temple Trust: one led
by a Special Investigation
Team (SIT), and another by
the local police based on a
�rst information report
(FIR). As of now, no FIR
has been �led against Trust
functionaries. However, la-
wyers from the Faizabad
Bar Association have sub-
mitted a formal petition to
the police, requesting an
FIR against Champat Rai,
Anil Mishra, Gopal Rao,
and one other individual.

Trust accepts resignations
of Champat Rai, Anil Mishra

Ram Temple Trust chief Mahant Nritya Gopal Das and his disciple

Kamal Nayan Das leave for the meeting in Ayodhya on Monday. PTI

Beset by claims of embezzling temple donations, Ram Temple Trust appoints Krishna Mohan as

acting general secretary; forms three-member committee to select a CEO to run the organisation

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Bharatiya Janata Party na-
tional president Nitin Na-
bin on Monday said his
party would form govern-
ment in Jammu and Kash-
mir in the near future.

“Like Jammu, the lotus
will bloom in Kashmir as
well and Jammu and Kash-
mir will have a BJP govern-
ment in the near future,”

said Mr. Nabin, who ar-
rived in Jammu on a two-
day visit to review the par-
ty’s organisational a�airs.

Mr. Nabin’s visit to Jam-
mu and Kashmir came on
the 125th birth anniversary
of Jana Sangh founder Sya-
ma Prasad Mookerjee, who
died in a Jammu and Kash-
mir jail in 1953, and paid
tributes to him. “Mooker-
jee devoted his life to
strengthening the unity of

the country. His vision for
Jammu and Kashmir was
realised after decades. The
BJP-led government under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi accomplished Moo-
kerjee’s vision for Jammu
and Kashmir and ended
the special constitutional
status and integrated the
region fully with the rest of
the country,” said Mr.
Nabin.

Re�ecting on the chang-

es in Jammu and Kashmir
after abrogation of provi-
sions of Article 370 in 2019,
Mr. Nabin said, “Previous
governments had created
an atmosphere. Hoisting
the national �ag in Srina-
gar’s Lal Chowk was
viewed as a challenge to
peace. The situation
has changed under the Mo-
di government and the Tri-
colour now �ies without
fear,” he said.

Jammu and Kashmir will have a government
led by BJP in near future, asserts Nitin Nabin

The Hindu Bureau
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Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh on Monday handed
over ₹1 lakh each to 26
chronically ill internally
displaced persons (IDPs).

The bene�ciaries have
been living at the Lamboik-
hongnangkhong relief
camp in the State’s capital,
Imphal, since the ethnic

con�ict between the Kuki-
Zo and Meitei communities
erupted in May 2023. They
are su�ering from kidney
ailments, cancer, and oth-
er diseases.

Distributing the
cheques, the Chief Minis-
ter said the �nancial assis-
tance was intended to pro-
vide relief to displaced
persons as they continue
to su�er while being un-
able to return to their

homes. “The special �nan-
cial support is being pro-
vided to those su�ering
from chronic diseases,” he
said, adding that the ailing
IDPs would continue to get
similar aid in future.

Manipur’s lone Rajya
Sabha member, Adhikari-
mayum Sharda Devi, said
the government would
provide weaving machines
and other support to wo-
men IDPs in relief camps.

Manipur CM disburses ₹1 lakh to
chronically ill displaced people
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There was a rishi called Jaratkaru. One day he came upon
seven men hanging upside down over a precipice, said
Thenthirupperai Aravindalochanan in a discourse. He
asked them who they were. They all belonged to the same
family. They were hanging upside down because their des-
cendant was not married. They said their descendant was
called Jaratkaru. Jaratkaru introduced himself to them and
asked how he could help them. They said, “You must mar-
ry and have a son. When your son is born, one of us will be
liberated. When his son is born, another of us will be
freed. When your grandson’s son is born, yet another will
be freed and so on.” Jaratkaru said he would marry to save
them from their plight. But he had one condition. He said
his wife too should be named Jaratkaru.

The scene now shifts to Kadru and Vinatha, the wives of
sage Kashyapa. Kadru wanted her children, who were
snakes, to drape themselves around the tail of the divine
horse Uchaisravas. She would then have a bet with Vi-
natha, that the snake was not completely white, but had a
black tail, and then force Vinatha into slavery, when she
lost the bet. Some of the snakes refused to be deceitful. Ka-
dru cursed them and said they would perish in Janame-
jaya’s snake sacri�ce. The snakes approached Brahma for
help. He said only snakes with evil intentions would per-
ish. The sacri�ce would be stopped by Astika, the son of
Jaratkaru. But for this Jaratkaru had to marry. He would
marry only a woman named Jaratkaru. Since the sister of
the snake Vasuki was called Jaratkaru, she was married o�
to sage Jaratkaru, and their son Astika stopped Janame-
jaya’s sacri�ce and saved the snakes.

The birth of Astika

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Allahabad High Court on Monday sought
responses from the Union government and the
Archaeological Survey of India on a petition
challenging an Agra court’s refusal to order a
survey of the Taj Mahal, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, with the petitioners claiming the
monument was originally a temple dedicated to
Lord Siva. The plea has been �led by advocate
Harishankar Jain, along with other devotees. Mr.
Jain had previously appeared in the Ram
Janmabhoomi title suit as well as the Krishna
Janmabhoomi and Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi
mosque disputes. The petitioners have sought
permission for Hindus to o�er prayers there. 

HC seeks responses from ASI,
govt. on Taj Mahal survey plea

The Indian Navy will commission its sixth
indigenous Project 17A stealth frigate,
Mahendragiri (F38), in Visakhapatnam on July 11,
marking another major milestone in India’s
indigenous warship-building programme. The
stealth frigate was designed by the Navy’s
Warship Design Bureau and built by Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd., Mumbai. Mahendragiri is
equipped with advanced stealth features,
reduced radar signature, enhanced survivability,
and a high degree of automation, the Navy said.
The stealth frigate has more than 75% indigenous
content, it added.

Stealth frigate Mahendragiri
set to join Indian Navy
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Across 

6 One soon retrieves part of the loop (5)

7 Poorly dressed - carp about bum (8)

10 Fellow traveller's income very good (7)

11 She stops destruction with her spirit (7)

12 Star's short reply to possessing weed (7)

13 Act of anointing - do without force (7)

14 Talk about separate section (11)

19 Plant is clean, perhaps (7)

21 Subject of beer drinking girl - it comes with two cups (7)

23 Easy to read on holy book after do�ing cap (7)

25 Maybe one got hard-hearted at work (2,3,2)

26 Alarmed about new municipal council member (8)

27 Burst forth and get pure extract in return (5)

Down

1 Make up for an alien in heavenly surroundings (8)

2 Set right the salesman's attitude (6)

3 Eat dessert topping or bay rum? (10)

4 Leaders never understand most basics, have no feeling
(4)

5 Another mishit results in thin strips (6)

6 Approach outside court, honey (6)

8 Long search to begin with confidence (7)

9 Do live with a refusal (5)

13 Somewhat terrible pain - opt out (2,2,1,5)

15 Fearsome animal casing the vehicle (7)

16 Shows board with gold cross (8)

17 Carol's school dress is appropriate (5)

18 Raised pig without animal handler (6)

20 Upset horse in the middle of a river (6)

22 Complete after midnight - refuse to go in here (6)

24 Manages to trim the top of trees (4)
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I
ndia’s power system
stands to be strained
more by the develop-

ing El Niño than that of any
other country, according
to an analysis by the think
tank Centre for Research
on Energy and Clean Air
(CREA). It projects that
weaker wind and hydro-
power output, combined
with rising demand for air
conditioning, could open a
generation gap of nearly 18
TWh (terawatt hour) over a
period of one year, till June
2027.

Set against India’s total
electricity generation of
about 1,846 billion units in
2025-26, the shortfall
CREA models is small or
under 1% of annual output.
Non-fossil sources sup-
plied 29.2% of that genera-
tion. 

The group’s concern is
less the size of the gap than
how it is �lled. The project-
ed median output puts it at
17.7 TWh and its most sev-
ere at 24 TWh — one TWh
is a billion units of electric-
ity — and says the likeliest
outcome is a surge in coal-
�red power, which will re-

lease an estimated 17 mil-
lion tonne of carbon diox-
ide. It stresses that these
are scenario projections,
not forecasts.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) con-
�rmed last month that El
Niño conditions had
emerged over the equato-
rial Paci�c and were ex-
pected to strengthen
through the monsoon. 

It has forecast below-
normal southwest mon-
soon rainfall at 90% of the
long-period average, with a
60% chance of a de�cient
season.

June rainfall closed with

an all-India rainfall de�cit
of about 40%, the �fth-low-
est for June since 1901, and
the cumulative shortfall
stood at 20% below normal
by July 6. IMD Director-
General Mrutyunjay Moha-
patra has said rainfall in Ju-
ly is likely to stay below
normal across most of the
country.

Record generation 
India entered the season
with record electric gener-
ation capacity. As on
March 31, non-fossil in-
stalled capacity reached
283.46 GW — 150.26 GW of
solar, 56.09 GW of wind,

51.41 GW of large hydro
and 8.78 GW of nuclear —
after a record 44.6 GW of
solar and 6 GW of wind
were added in 2025-26.
Coal remains the largest
single source of power, at
about 42% of installed ca-
pacity, though coal genera-
tion fell 3.69% over the
year. Peak demand
touched 270.82 GW on May
21, according to o�cial
data.

CREA, which reports
that solar now meets 24%
of daytime demand, ar-
gues that storage could
have absorbed more of it.
Grid operators curtailed
about 2.1 TWh of solar and
wind last year to keep coal
plants running — waste
that CREA, citing energy
analytics �rm Ember, says
roughly 10 GWh of battery
storage could have averted.

India must “move much
faster on batteries and grid
upgrades”, said Nandikesh
Sivalingam, CREA’s direc-
tor, so that clean energy
can meet future demand
surges. The country is lin-
ing up around 130 GW of
new coal capacity that pro-
vides on-demand power
and helps bu�er against re-
cord peaks such as in May.

‘El Niño set to dent India’s
wind, hydropower output’

Generating power: A wind farm at Gudimangalam in Tiruppur

district of Tamil Nadu. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Study projects rise in coal-�red power; it says weaker wind and hydropower output, combined

with rising demand for air conditioning, could lead to a generation shortfall of nearly 18 TWh

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A diamond jewellery crea-
tion mounted on an alumi-
nium base plate and a mi-
niaturised artwork cast in
the shape of a rocket using
18K gold are among the
payloads which will be
launched by India’s �rst
privately developed orbi-
tal-class rocket, Vikram-1.
It is expected to be
launched some time bet-
ween July 12 and August 4.

Skyroot Aerospace on
Monday announced that
the orbital launch vehicle
will carry six payloads.

The rocket will carry
technology demonstration
payloads from Graaha
Space, Dcubed, and Sky-
root’s own SCOPE. Also
aboard will be the Em-
brace payload, developed
by Cosmoserve Space.

During the mission, the
robotic arm will remain at-
tached to Vikram-1’s pay-
load deck while carrying

out its planned
demonstration.

Tribute to visionaries
In addition to the technolo-
gy demonstration pay-
loads, Vikram-1 will carry
two payloads celebrating
creativity and India’s scien-
ti�c heritage. These in-
clude Cosmic Bloom, deve-
loped by Cosmos
Diamonds, featuring a dia-
mond jewellery creation
mounted on an aluminium

base plate, and Microart by
Ajay Kumar Mattewada, an
18K gold rocket holding mi-
cro-sculptures of Sir C.V.
Raman, Dr. Vikram Sarab-
hai, and Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam — each smaller than
a grain of rice.

The artwork pays tri-
bute to three visionaries
whose pioneering contri-
butions continue to inspire
India’s scienti�c and space
journey.

There will be one inter-

national payload deve-
loped by Dcubed GmbH,
Germany.

“India’s space sector is
witnessing a remarkable
phase of innovation and
entrepreneurship. Mis-
sions like Vikram-1 are
helping expand opportuni-
ties for emerging space
companies to demonstrate
and scale their technolo-
gies,” said Ramesh Kumar
V., co-founder and CEO,
Grahaa Space, whose na-
no-satellite, SOLARAS, will
be a part of the mission.

“Mission Aagaman gave
us a platform to rapidly
send our systems to space
and test them. Through
this mission with Skyroot,
we accelerated our soft-ro-
botic capture technology
from concept to �ight-rea-
dy in just four months, ad-
vancing the space debris
removal capabilities being
developed at Cosmoserve
Space,” said Chiranjeevi
Phanindra, founder and
CEO of Cosmoserve Space.

Diamond jewellery among payloads
to be launched by Vikram-1 rocket
Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Vikram-1, India’s first privately developed orbital-class rocket, is

expected to be launched soon. PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION 

The CBI on Monday car-
ried out searches at 26 lo-
cations across 11 States and
Union Territories in con-
nection with four cases re-
lated to alleged misappro-
priation of funds belonging
to the Border Roads
Organisation.

The searches have been
conducted in Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Delhi,
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar, Maha-
rashtra, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, and Nagaland.
Cases have been registered
against 10 o�cers of the
Lieutenant-Colonel, Major,
and Engineer ranks, be-
sides private persons.

“The cases relate to ir-
regularities in deployment
of casual labourers and
payments released in the
name of fake labourers in
the Project Vijayak and Yo-
jak in Ladakh,” it said. 

CBI conducts
searches in 26
locations in
BRO graft case
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Representatives of mem-
ber countries, who con-
verged in Guwahati for the
two-day BRICS Heads of
Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meet-
ing, 2026, on Monday em-
phasised the need for
stronger international
cooperation to combat
drug tra�cking.

An intergovernmental
organisation of major
emerging markets and de-
veloping countries, BRICS
initially comprised Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa. It expanded
to include Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Indonesia.

These countries repre-
sent almost half the global
population, and more than
40% of the world’s Gross
Domestic Product.

Lucas Barbosa of Bra-
zil’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs lauded India for host-
ing the event. “The BRICS
anti-drug working group
has a long history of coop-
eration, and we intend to
strengthen collaboration
in law enforcement and in-
telligence sharing further.
Drug tra�cking is a tran-
snational threat that re-
quires coordinated action
by all member countries,”

he told journalists.
Anurag Garg, Director-

General of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), said
the impact of drug abuse
was a factor behind India
hosting the heads of anti-
drug agencies from the
BRICS nations for the �rst
time.

International scourge
“Drugs have become an in-
ternational scourge. Our
youth is getting involved in
drugs, and it is a problem
that di�erent nations have
to �ght together,” he said,
adding that the delegates
would focus on emerging
challenges in narcotics en-
forcement, including dark-
net marketplaces, crypto-
currencies for illicit
transactions, and maritime
routes for drug tra�cking.

BRICS nations call
for stronger ties to
curb drug tra�cking

National flags of the BRICS

countries. AP 
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The Supreme Court de-
clined to “short-circuit”
standard legal procedures
on Monday, refusing to en-
tertain an oral plea to take
direct cognisance of dero-
gatory remarks allegedly
made by BJP Minority Mor-
cha leader and social me-
dia in�uencer Nazia Elahi
Khan against Prophet
Muhammed.

Addressing counsel who
made the oral mentioning,
a Vacation Bench of Justic-
es Ahsanuddin Amanullah
and Sheel Nagu said it
would not risk the hierar-
chical “system” for �ling
complaints go “haywire”.

Justice Amanullah said
the issue raised in the plea
was “very grave”, but the
procedure of �ling a com-
plaint with the police �rst,
followed by due investiga-
tion must be strictly fol-

lowed. Parties cannot rush
to the Supreme Court as
the �rst port of call. The
Bench criticised the rising
tendency to bypass due
procedure laid out by the
law.

Counsel, who orally
mentioned the public in-
terest petition, said the re-
marks allegedly made by
Ms. Khan may “disturb the
communal harmony
across the country”. “So
you �le a PIL? Why come
here? Have you �led a com-
plaint with the police? Why

don’t you have faith in the
system?” Justice Amanul-
lah questioned the lawyer.

Justice Amanullah said
the Supreme Court was al-
so part of the system. “We
are only at its apex. We are
here to monitor,” the judge
said.

The Bench said if every
litigant or prospective
complainant chose to side-
line the police and the
courts below, and ap-
proach the Supreme
Court, the entire system
would turn out chaotic. “If
a litigant starts short-cir-
cuiting the system, the oth-
er functionaries would
simply raise their hands
and do nothing. If you go
to them and give them a
chance to act or decide on
your complaint, it would
be an eye-opener for us,
and we would also be able
to see if these functionaries
are working or not,” Justice
Amanullah said.

Court refuses to ‘short-circuit’
procedure, declines plea on
Prophet Muhammed remarks
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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O
n May 1, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
approved the drug
vepdegestrant for patients

with ESR1-mutated, ER-positive, and
HER2-negative advanced breast cancer. It
is the world’s �rst therapy that the FDA —
whose lead many drug regulators
worldwide follow — has approved that is
based on PROTAC technology.

The approval paves the way for drugs
designed to remove harmful proteins
from cells, rather than simply block them.
This is an advance because PROTACs can
sidestep the barriers to treating diseases
that involve hitherto ‘undruggable’
proteins. Researchers have been
developing this technology for more than
two decades.

How PROTACs work
‘PROTAC’ stands for proteolysis-targeting
chimaera, which is a kind of molecule.
These molecules are designed to remove
speci�c proteins from a cell. A PROTAC
has two ends: one binds to the target
protein and the other binds to an E3
ligase, an enzyme involved in the cell’s
protein degradation process. By bringing
these components together, the PROTAC
causes the target protein to be degraded
by the cell. This is called targeted protein
degradation.

Conventional drugs work by binding to
a protein in a way that prevents it from
performing certain roles in the body. This
means the drugs or antibodies often need
to be present for long periods in the body.
PROTACs, however, act like catalysts:
while the proteins they target end up
being degraded, they themselves are not
degraded. After triggering one
degradation process, the PROTAC can
detach itself and repeat it with another
instance of the same protein.

This mechanism allows a single
PROTAC molecule to act multiple times.
Because PROTACs remove the entire
protein from the cell, they may also
disrupt other roles the protein plays, such
as controlling the activity of other
proteins. Conventional drugs, however,
usually block only one speci�c activity of
a protein.

Early research to trials
In 2001, two research groups, at Yale
University and Caltech, �rst
demonstrated targeted protein
degradation. They showed that a
particular molecule was capable of
recruiting a target protein to the cell’s
degradation machinery. This molecule
was a precursor to PROTACs. In 2003, a
follow-up study by the same groups found
that the same molecule could work inside
cells to degrade proteins related to breast
and prostate cancer.

At this stage, these molecules were
mainly research tools and not suitable for
use as drugs. Among other properties,
they were large, unstable, and had poor
pharmacological properties. But
researchers made rapid progress in the
2010s: they improved the molecules’
designs and stabilised the interaction
between the PROTAC, the target protein,
and the E3 ligase, among other changes.
The advances yielded molecules with
better selectivity and other properties
suited to a good drug.

In 2019, bavdegalutamide, a PROTAC
developed by the U.S.-based

biotechnology company Arvinas, became
the �rst drug of its kind to enter human
trials. Bavdegalutamide was designed for
patients with metastatic,
castration-resistant prostate cancer.

Around the same time, researchers
were developing vepdegestrant —
developed by Arvinas and P�zer — as an
oestrogen receptor degrader.
Vepdegestrant progressed through
early-phase trials and began phase 3 trials
involving patients with advanced breast
cancer. By 2025, the drug had completed
late-stage testing as well, with its
developers submitting the data to the FDA
for regulatory review.

The FDA approval brings the drug’s
development timeline from initial concept
to approval to just over two decades.

Potential and limits
The approval for vepdegestrant was based
on results from a phase 3 trial that
enrolled 624 patients who had previously
been treated with CDK4/6 inhibitors and
endocrine therapy — the current
standard-of-care.

Among 270 patients with ESR1-mutated
tumours, the typical length of time the
treatment kept the cancer under control
was �ve months for those treated with
vepdegestrant versus 2.1 months for
patients receiving fulvestrant, an
established standard treatment.

Most side e�ects reported with
vepdegestrant were low grade, including
musculoskeletal pain, fatigue, nausea,
constipation, and lower appetite, plus
changes in liver-related enzymes (that
resolve on their own) and heart rhythm
(e.g. minor abnormalities in an ECG).

Vepdegestrant works by targeting the
oestrogen receptor, an important driver
of many breast cancers. In patients with

mutations in the ESR1 gene, the receptor
can remain active despite hormone
therapy, leading to the cancer resisting
the treatment. Vepdegestrant destroys the
receptor altogether, giving patients with
some advanced forms of breast cancer a
new hope. The drug is taken orally once a
day, which is more convenient than
fulvestrant, which requires intramuscular
injections.

Many proteins associated with diseases
lack suitable points on their surface
where a traditional inhibitor can bind,
rendering the protein dysfunctional.
PROTACs however need to bind to a
protein just enough to bring it into
contact with an E3 ligase. 

Thus, PROTACs may also be able to
target proteins previously considered
di�cult to treat. And because one
PROTAC molecule can degrade multiple
copies of a protein, these drugs may work
e�ectively at lower doses than
conventional inhibitors.

These potential abilities are why the
PROTAC development pipeline is so wide
today. Thus far, more than 40 PROTAC
candidates have entered clinical trials,
targeting more than 200 proteins across
di�erent disease areas. While the main
focus is still cancer, researchers are also
paying more attention to
neurodegenerative diseases,
in�ammatory conditions, and muscle
disorders, where abnormal or misfolded
proteins contribute to disease.

Challenges to overcome
There are still several challenges to
overcome. The PROTAC molecules are
generally larger and more structurally
complex than traditional small-molecule
drugs, which are usually designed to be
compact enough to pass through the gut

wall and into the bloodstream after a
patient swallows a pill. But because
PROTACs are bulkier, they can be harder
for the body to absorb and distribute
e�ciently to di�erent tissues.

Their activity can also vary with
concentration. At very high levels,
PROTACs may begin binding separately to
either the target protein or the E3 ligase
instead of bringing the two together in the
same complex. As a result, fewer
productive interactions occur and the
drug can paradoxically become less
e�ective.

Most current PROTACs also rely mainly
on just two E3 ligases while human cells
are known to have more than 600.
Scientists are therefore trying to expand
the number of ligases that can be
recruited, which could improve tissue
speci�city and reduce side e�ects.

Resistance mechanisms may also
emerge over time. For example, cancer
cells could develop mutations that alter
the cellular machinery that PROTACs rely
on to destroy proteins, or reduce the
availability of E3 ligases themselves,
making the drugs less e�ective.

The FDA approval for vepdegestrant
augurs targeted protein degradation as a
viable clinical approach. At the same
time, the �eld is still developing, and
most PROTAC-based drugs are still going
through clinical trials. Further study will
determine how widely this new
therapeutic pathway can be applied and
how it will perform relative to existing
treatments across di�erent diseases,
including long-term safety and real-world
e�ectiveness across various patient
populations.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhD in
RNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjeera@gmail.com)

Why FDA nod for vepdegestrant
is a major shift in cancer therapy
The approval by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration paves the way for drugs designed to remove harmful proteins from cells, rather than simply

block them; this is an advance because these drugs can sidestep the barriers to treating diseases that involve hitherto ‘undruggable’ proteins

An artist’s concept of an Arvinas PROTAC molecule. PROTACs are designed to remove specific proteins from a cell. ARVINAS, INC./YOUTUBE 
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T
he Euclid space telescope has
spotted the oldest quasars -- the
brightest objects in the universe --

ever discovered, deepening a cosmic
mystery that has been puzzling scientists.

A quasar is the intensely luminous core
of a distant galaxy powered by a
supermassive black hole. As gas spirals
into the black hole, extreme amounts of
gravitational energy are converted into
radiation, making quasars shine with the
light of a trillion suns. They provide
valuable insights into the early evolution
of galaxies and black holes. Because they
are so incredibly bright — and looking
deep into space also means looking back
in time — scientists have been hunting for
ancient quasars to learn more about the
little-understood infancy of the universe.

In a study published on Monday, an
international team of astronomers
announced they had discovered 31
quasars, including the two oldest
observed yet, using the European Space
Agency’s Euclid telescope, which is at a
stable hovering spot around 1.5 million
kilometres from the earth. The light from
the oldest pair comes from when the
universe was roughly 670 million years
old, just �ve percent of its current age of
13.8 billion years.

This beats the team’s previous record
for oldest -- and therefore most distant --
quasar announced in 2021 by around 20
million years. Previous quasar hunts were
mostly carried out with ground-based
telescopes, but the launch of Euclid in

2023 “has transformed this �eld,” Daming
Yang, the lead author of the study in
Astronomy & Astrophysics, said.

In just two years, Euclid has doubled
the number of ancient quasars known to
science, added Yang, a PhD student at
Leiden University in the Netherlands.

Cosmic quandary
The newly discovered quasars date back
to what is known as the epoch of
reionisation. This when the �rst stars and
galaxies began to form, bringing an end to
the cosmic dark ages. “We can use
quasars as a lighthouse to study the gas
between us and them, so that we can
trace how the universe was reionised
through this cosmic history,” Daming
Yang said. The quasars are also the latest
example of a problem that has been
increasingly ba�ing scientists.

As more powerful telescopes allow us
to see further back in time, galaxies and
other cosmic objects have turned out to
be far bigger than had been thought
possible at such an early age.

“Every step further back in time makes
the puzzle more perplexing,” study
co-author Joseph Hennawi said in a
statement about the newly discovered
quasars. “These monsters -- weighing
billions of times the mass of our sun --
somehow already existed when the
universe was in its infancy,” he said. “We
don’t yet have a good understanding of
how they grew so massive, so fast.”
Hoping to �nd an answer, the scientists
are searching for even older quasars. The
far-seeing James Webb space telescope
also recently observed the newly
announced quasars, Daming said, and the
team will soon begin sifting through the
data it collected.

The team eventually hope to stitch
together “a quasar chronicle of the �rst
billion years,” Hennawi said.

Oldest quasars
found deepen
‘perplexing’ 
space mystery

An artist’s impression of the quasar J059-4351,
the bright core of a distant galaxy powered by a
supermassive black hole. ESA 

Quasars, the intensely luminous
cores of galaxies powered by a
supermassive black hole, provide
insights into the early evolution
of galaxies and black holes

Agence France-Presse
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QUESTION 1

In the X process, nitrogen and hydrogen
continuously combine to form ammonia while
ammonia simultaneously breaks apart into
nitrogen and hydrogen. At equilibrium, the
forward and reverse reactions proceed at
identical rates so the concentrations of the three
gases is constant. This ‘symmetry’ is broken with
high temperature and pressure. Name X.
X

QUESTION 2

Name the technology where energy is constantly
supplied to one group of atoms, which get
excited into higher energy states, while other
atoms in the same system simultaneously return
to lower energy states by releasing energy. The
technology works by ensuring there are more
excited atoms at a given time than relaxed ones.
X

QUESTION 3

In human blood, carbon dioxide, ________ ____,
bicarbonate ions, and hydrogen ions are

constantly converted into one another. These
forward and reverse reactions proceed continuously
and thus maintain a stable blood pH while
metabolism and respiration constantly alter the
carbon dioxide concentration. Fill in the blanks.
X

QUESTION 4

In a phenomenon called Y equilibrium, gravity
continuously pulls a star’s material down while
pressure generated in its hot interiors pushes it
back out. These opposing forces are balanced
throughout most of a star's lifetime, allowing its
size and structure to remain stable even as nuclear
fusion and energy transport proceed continuously.
Name Y.
X

QUESTION 5

As it moves through the atmosphere, soil, and living
organisms, nitrogen is continuously transformed by
________, nitrification, assimilation,
ammonification, and denitrification to di�erent
forms. When these processes are balanced over
long periods of time, the sizes of the earth's major
nitrogen reservoirs remain roughly constant despite
continuous chemical change. Fill in the blank.

Answers to June 30 quiz:

1. Disease caused by a Treponema pallidum
infection – Ans: Syphilis

2. 15th century event that catalysed the spread
of smallpox – Ans: Columbian exchange

3. First bacterium identified as a human
disease’s cause – Ans: Mycobacterium leprae

4. Microbe that has caused seven pandemics

since 19th century – Ans: Vibrio

cholerae

5. Rapidly mutating virus that constantly
changes its genetic makeup – Ans: HIV

Visual: Yersinia pestis

First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N.
Viswanathan | Prem Nath Tiwari | Anmol
Agrawal | Snehil Jain

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The more things change, the more they stay the same

X

Visual: During photosynthesis, plants consume and regenerate carbon compounds as they pass
through the cycle shown here (black circles are carbon atoms). The concentrations of the cycle’s
main compounds stay nearly constant because each is replenished as it is used. What is the cycle
called? PUBLIC DOMAIN

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth
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T
he southwest monsoon has been highly
active over western India, with south-
westerly winds loaded with moisture

sweeping over the Western Ghats and delivering
intense rains along the Konkan coast, while other
weather systems o�shore are routing more mois-
ture over Mumbai and the surrounding areas. In
urban areas in general, rainfall intensity matters
more than volume. Mumbai itself can generally
absorb moderate rainfall over several hours; ho-
wever, its drainage — like in many Indian cities —
cannot handle several hundred millimetres in
short bursts. Heavy rainfall also overwhelmed
river catchments in parts of Maharashtra, includ-
ing around Nashik, while high tides reduced the
e�ciency of Mumbai’s stormwater drainage,
worsening �ooding in the city. Mumbai-Pune rail
services were suspended after landslides in the
Bhor Ghat and �ights were a�ected. The closures
of the Mumbai-Pune expressway and the Mum-
bai-Goa highway and signi�cant �ooding on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad expressway were disrup-
tive, speaking to the increasing erraticity of mon-
soon rainfall, the vulnerabilities associated with
linear infrastructure projects, and the ease with
which the e�ects of natural disasters are com-
pounded by cascading failures. A chawl collapse
in Mankhurd took the lives of �ve children.

Mumbai lies on a peninsula built mostly on re-
claimed land, former marshes, tidal �ats, and
low-lying coastal areas, creating the characteris-
tic risk of higher �ooding when rainfall coincides
with high tide. It is compounded by decades of
haphazard urbanisation that has encouraged wa-
ter to run-o� rather than be absorbed by the
ground, forcing drains to handle more water than
their design limits. After the July 2005 �oods,
when it received 944 mm in 24 hours, Mumbai
launched the BRIMSTOWAD project and wi-
dened drains, installed pumping stations, and
undertook premonsoon de-silting. Many of these
works remain incomplete while some completed
upgrades are based on assumptions about the
monsoon that climate change has since under-
mined. O�cials have also argued that pre-mon-
soon desilting helped reduce �ooding in parts of
Mumbai, but water on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
expressway, the chawl collapse, deadly tree falls
in Kurla and Aarey, lack of redundancies in pu-
blic transport, and the BMC’s belated advisory to
builders to halt hazardous construction all sug-
gest a governance lapse. Mumbai’s accountability
also remains split across the BMC for local drain-
age and roads, the IMD for forecasting, the NDRF,
two Railway zones, the State government, and
highway authorities. Overall, the city has im-
proved at shutting down to save lives and mini-
mising the death toll — but as climate change and
urbanisation evolve faster than infrastructure up-
grades, simply waiting for system capacity to
catch up to demand will be a failing strategy.

Falling behind
Urbanisation in Mumbai is evolving

faster than its infrastructure upgrades

M
ore than four years into Russia’s inva-
sion, Ukraine has found ways to raise
the cost of the war for the Kremlin —

striking its energy infrastructure with drones and
imposing a drone blockade on Crimea. When the
war began in February 2022, Ukraine’s imme-
diate response was to resist Russia’s battle�eld
advances, while mobilising international sup-
port. As the war dragged on, Ukraine received ad-
vanced defensive and o�ensive weapons from its
western partners, while Russia was subjected to
sweeping sanctions. But this approach did not
slow Russia, which reinforced its front lines and
captured more Ukrainian territory. Both sides
have su�ered tens of thousands of casualties. Uk-
raine’s economy has become heavily dependent
on western aid. Kyiv has also transformed the
way the war is fought by launching hundreds of
drones each day at Russian troops and critical in-
frastructure. For President Vladimir Putin, who
initially sought to shield the Russian public from
the consequences of the war, these attacks are a
stark reminder that the war has come home.
Strikes on Russian oil facilities, described by Uk-
rainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as “long-
range sanctions”, have knocked out parts of Rus-
sia’s re�ning capacity. Ukraine has also targeted
the electricity infrastructure and fuel logistics of
Crimea, the Black Sea peninsula Russia annexed
in 2014, forcing a state of emergency.

Mr. Zelenskyy wants to use this o�ensive pres-
sure to force Mr. Putin to the negotiating table
and secure a cease�re. But drone warfare has on-
ly slowed Russian advances. Last week, Russia’s
Defence Ministry announced the capture of the
eastern city of Kostiantynivka and a closing in on
Lyman. Russia now controls over 20% of Ukraine
since 2014. Russia has repeatedly accused NATO
countries of enabling Ukraine to strike deep in-
side its territory. Mr. Putin is already under pres-
sure over his inability to secure a decisive victory,
and nationalist voices have urged him to widen
the con�ict to increase pressure on NATO. The
situation remains highly volatile with no political
settlement in sight. Ukraine can hurt Russia eco-
nomically, but it continues to lose ground on the
battle�eld. Russia can in�ict military losses on
Ukraine, but it is also facing attacks on a scale un-
seen since the Second World War. Neither side
has a viable military path to achieving its objec-
tives. Mr. Putin and Mr. Zelenskyy should adopt a
more accommodative position with mutual con-
cessions. They should agree to a cease�re and be
ready to begin substantive negotiations on the
outstanding issues, including the security con-
cerns of both countries and the future of NATO.

Bad for both
Russia and Ukraine must end the war

and concede mutual concessions

R
ecently, a Congress leader revived an
old constitutional debate by
demanding that voting should be
recognised as a fundamental right. At

�rst sight, the demand appears unexceptionable.
In a democracy, what could be more
fundamental than a citizen’s right to choose those
who govern? Yet, for more than seven decades,
the Supreme Court of India has consistently held
that the right to vote is not a fundamental right
but merely a statutory right.

This judicial position, though well established,
has become increasingly di�cult to reconcile
with the Court’s own evolving jurisprudence. In a
series of landmark decisions, the Court has
gradually transformed the voter from a passive
statutory creature into an active constitutional
actor. 

The result is a curious paradox: while the act
of voting itself continues to be described as
statutory, many of its essential facets have already
acquired constitutional protection.

The traditional position dates back to N.P.
Ponnuswami vs Returning O�cer (1952), where the
Court held that the right to vote and the right to
contest elections are not common law rights but
rights created by statute. The principle was
rea�rmed in Jyoti Basu & Others vs Debi Ghosal &
Others (1982), where Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy
observed that the right to elect, “fundamental
though it is to democracy”, is neither a
fundamental right nor a common law right, but
“purely a statutory right”. A Constitution Bench
reiterated this position in Kuldip Nayar vs Union
of India (2006), holding that while democracy
forms part of the basic structure of the
Constitution, the individual right to vote �ows
from legislation, principally the Representation of
the People Acts.

The logic behind this approach is
understandable. The Constitution does not
expressly enumerate the right to vote among the
fundamental rights contained in Part III.
Parliament, therefore, enjoys considerable
latitude in prescribing quali�cations,
disquali�cations and procedures governing
elections.

However, the story does not end there.

Constitutionalising the poll process
Beginning in the early years of this century, the
Court embarked upon a process of
constitutionalising the electoral process. In Union
of India vs Association for Democratic Reforms
(2002), the Court held that voters have a right to
know the criminal antecedents, educational
quali�cations and �nancial assets of candidates.
This right was located squarely in Article 19(1)(a),
the fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression. The Court reasoned that meaningful
participation in democracy is impossible unless
voters are adequately informed.

A year later, in People’s Union of Civil Liberties
vs Union of India (2003), the Court drew an
important distinction. While reiterating that the
right to vote is statutory, it held that the freedom
of voting — that is, the freedom to make an
informed choice — is a fundamental right
protected by Article 19(1)(a).

The most intriguing development came in the
2013 NOTA judgment. Recognising the option of
“None of the Above”, the Court held that a voter’s
decision to reject all candidates is a form of
political expression protected by Article 19(1)(a).
The Court further held that secrecy of the ballot
must extend even to those who choose not to
vote for any candidate.

This produces an extraordinary constitutional
anomaly. The Court has e�ectively held that the
right to know is fundamental, the freedom to
make an informed choice is fundamental, the
secrecy of the ballot is fundamental, and even the
right to reject all candidates is constitutionally
protected. Yet, the act of voting itself continues to
be treated as a mere statutory entitlement.

One is tempted to ask: if the Constitution
protects the right to reject all candidates, why
does it not protect the right to choose one?

Recent constitutional jurisprudence also points
in this direction. In Anoop Baranwal vs Union of
India (2023), Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his separate
opinion, expressly favoured recognising voting as
a fundamental right. Although this view did not
command a majority, the Constitution Bench
repeatedly referred to voting as a constitutional
right rather than merely a statutory one. This
marks an important shift in judicial
understanding. The Court may not yet have
elevated voting to the status of a fundamental
right, but it has undoubtedly moved beyond the
narrow statutory conception that dominated
earlier decisions.

The anomaly becomes even more striking
when viewed through the prism of the basic
structure doctrine. Since Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala (1973), the Court has repeatedly
held that democracy forms part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. In Indira Nehru
Gandhi vs Shri Raj Narain & Anr. (1975), the Court
underscored that free and fair elections are an
essential feature of democracy. Subsequent
decisions have consistently rea�rmed this
principle.

Democracy begins with votes
But democracy does not exist in the abstract. It
operates through elections, and elections derive
their legitimacy from the participation of citizens
through the ballot. The vote is the very
instrument through which popular sovereignty is
exercised. It is through the vote that “We, the
People” periodically renew the legitimacy of the
state and hold governments accountable.

If democracy is a part of the Constitution’s

basic structure, and if free and fair elections are
indispensable to democracy, it is di�cult to
explain why the citizen’s right to vote should
remain outside the constitutional core. To say
that democracy is basic to the Constitution while
the citizen’s vote is merely a statutory right
appears incongruous. A democracy without
voters is inconceivable.

This does not necessarily mean that every
aspect of voting should be elevated into an
absolute fundamental right immune from
regulation. Parliament must continue to prescribe
quali�cations, disquali�cations and procedures
necessary for the conduct of elections. Age
requirements, electoral rolls, residency
conditions, disquali�cations for corrupt practices
and other regulatory provisions are indispensable
for orderly elections.

What requires constitutional recognition is not
every procedural detail but the core right of every
eligible citizen to participate in the democratic
process.

This becomes particularly evident when one
examines Article 326 of the Constitution. The
Article mandates that elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies shall be based on
universal adult su�rage. Every citizen above the
age of 18 is constitutionally entitled to be
registered as an elector, subject only to narrowly
de�ned disquali�cations. The source of this
entitlement is not legislation but the Constitution
itself. The Representation of the People Acts
merely operationalise that constitutional
command.

Thus, while the mechanics of voting may be
statutory, the citizen’s entitlement to be a voter
�ows directly from the Constitution. Exclusion
from the electoral roll, except in accordance with
constitutionally permissible limitations,
therefore, strikes at a constitutional guarantee.

A matter for the Court to revisit
The distinction between statutory and
constitutional rights may have served a useful
purpose in the early years of the Republic, when
electoral jurisprudence was still in its infancy. But
the Court’s own decisions have steadily blurred
that distinction by progressively
constitutionalising various facets of voting.

Perhaps the time has come for the Court to
revisit an old doctrine. In a Constitution where
democracy and free and fair elections constitute
the basic structure, the citizen’s vote cannot
remain a constitutional orphan. The ballot is not
merely a statutory privilege conferred by
Parliament. It is the instrument through which
popular sovereignty is expressed and the
Republic periodically renews its democratic
legitimacy.

After all, if the Constitution protects the right
to reject every candidate, it can scarcely deny
protection to the right to choose one.

In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right

S.Y. Quraishi 

Former Chief Election
Commissioner of
India and author of
‘An Undocumented
Wonder: The Making
of the Great 
Indian Election’

The right not to
vote enjoys
constitutional
protection;
paradoxically,
the right to
vote does not

I
n February 2026, India hosted the India AI
Impact Summit 2026, that sought to put the
needs and challenges of the Global South at

the centre of the Arti�cial Intelligence (AI)
discourse. The summit’s themes framed by India
were rooted in the contextual realities of the
Global South with a focus on real-world harms.
This was a departure from the previous summits
(at Bletchley Park, 2023, U.K.; Seoul 2024, and
Paris 2025) that prioritised both catastrophic and
existential risks over questions of present harms,
equity and inclusion.

As the Summit evolved, the political and policy
momentum shifted toward raising capital for AI
development in India and accelerating adoption
through domestic use cases. In this process, India
increasingly began to position itself within the
newly framed “middle power” discourse, at the
cost of Global South solidarity which
underpinned the Summit’s original vision. India
clari�ed this stance by joining Pax Silica,
signalling strategic alignment with the United
States-dominated semiconductor supply chain.
As part of the agreement, India agreed to adopt a
pro-innovation regulatory approach, thereby
compromising its pursuit of strategic autonomy.

Middle power dilemma
This repositioning of India’s geopolitical
character, as a middle power, has left it in a lonely
corner. The middle power narrative is
diplomatically attractive but strategically uneasy.
India’s aspirations to be positioned alongside
European and Asian countries such as Japan,
which do not consider India a peer in
technological capability or economic
development, is also in dissonance with its
colonial past and low per capita — realities that
�rmly anchor India within the Global South.

Accompanying the friction between India’s
ambition and its realities is the U.S.’s foreign
policy push for global AI adoption of U.S. tech,
bringing into question whether it will be a reliable

partner in the AI adventure to India. The U.S. has
declared its disinterest in AI governance,
especially global multilateral or multistakeholder
governance. This raises fundamental questions
for India and the Global South on concentration
of infrastructure, and economic power in the U.S.
Will this be a repeat of the social media story —
when U.S. foreign policy pushed back against
regulating for user harms to safeguard the
interests of social media platforms concentrated
in the U.S.? Furthermore, economic value
primarily accrues to American industry despite
signi�cant business and users outside its borders,
while disproportionate externalities and harms
also persist in domestic markets.

Pertinent issues
In the AI story, numerous questions arise. Will
India mainly be a consumer of U.S. tech with
Indian users bearing disproportionate harm? Will
India be a site for extraction of data, labour for
data labelling, minerals for manufacturing, and
land, water, electricity and resources for data
centres, primarily enabling the growth of
American Big Tech?

Since the summit in February, India has
sanctioned land for data centres displacing
communities, triggering protests. There are no
meaningful guardrails to protect local
communities as American companies scrape
public content to build language and indigenous
knowledge datasets. The non-pro�t ecosystem is
signing memoranda of understanding to di�use
AI and adopt use cases. However, fundamental AI
innovation has been slow — India remains unable
to compete with global foundational models, its
semiconductor development is focused on
low-value assembly and there is a question of
adequate capital to invest and grow the national
AI ecosystem.

But perhaps all is not lost for India. The �rst of
a two-part UN Global Dialogue on AI is underway
in Geneva ( July 6-7, 2026). Stakeholders will

convene to discuss how the multilateral and
multistakeholder ecosystem can come together to
collectively de�ne the rules for the governance of
AI.

A window for leadership
India can use the opportunity to stitch together a
fractured AI policy agenda that currently lacks a
leader. It remains one of the few countries with
the political heft, the technical capacity, and a
diverse market to play this role. Rather than
positioning itself merely as a destination for
investment or a market for AI, India could
reassert a vision of technological development
rooted in public purpose, user safety, strategic
autonomy, and international cooperation.

India should reiterate the need for
international norms that empower Global South
countries to focus on building local AI ecosystems
and fostering innovation, safeguarding users,
enhancing regulatory capacity, enabling skilling
and developing domestic infrastructure. It should
also advance critical debates on competition and
consumer protection and ensure economic value
accrues within national markets.

Concurrently, India must create pathways for
international cooperation on AI within the Global
South. The Geneva dialogue is a critical moment
for Global South countries to come together to
enable enhanced agency and strategic autonomy. 

This requires developing innovative
approaches to pool capacity and resources
including cooperation on data, compute,
interoperable standards and shared protocols
and governance, and strengthening institutional
capacity both regulatory and technical across the
Global South. 

As heterogeneous as the Global South is, it can
be a counterweight to the hegemony of Big Tech.
India can lead this march to ensure that shared
governance norms are created and bene�ts are
shared with the people in the Global South,
appropriately protecting them from harm.

AI governance and a voice for the Global South

Jhalak M. Kakkar 
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India faces a
choice between
dependency and
leadership in AI
governance

Astha Kapoor 
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Notice to Meta
The Union government’s
decision to issue a notice to
Meta over advertisements
allegedly linked to child
sexual abuse material
deserves unequivocal public
attention (Front page, July
6). Digital platforms that
wield unprecedented
influence over the
dissemination of
information cannot evade

the fallout of Vietnam and
Watergate, the current
deep-seated polarisation is
rooted in a fundamental
clash over basic historical
truths, election integrity,
and economic realities.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

Celebrating 250
The United States has just
celebrated its
semiquincentennial against
the backdrop of deep
ideological, economic, and
political rifts. The milestone
highlights an ongoing
debate over the country’s
identity, with di�ering
visions for what America
represents. While the 1976
Bicentennial occurred amid

failure of foresight. If our
cities cannot survive the
monsoon, our investments
in high-speed connectivity
will prove to be expensive
mistakes. We must prioritise
sustainable, climate-proof
infrastructure in India
before the next deluge
causes irreversible damage
to our urban centres.
Sneha Shree K.,
Hyderabad

as a reminder that the
digital public sphere is not
exempt from ethical
accountability. 
Nagarajamani M.V.,

Hyderabad

Urban failures
The “resilient city” is
becoming a myth — when
drainage networks are
consistently overwhelmed,
it is not an act of god; it is a

responsibility when their
advertising ecosystems
become conduits for
content that exploits or
endangers children. While
technological complexity
may make absolute
prevention di�icult, it
cannot serve as a
convenient alibi for
regulatory complacency or
corporate indi�erence. 
This episode should serve
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New Delhi, July 6: Seventy bank accounts
maintained abroad by Indian citizens resident in
India without the permission of the Reserve
Bank of India have been detected by the
Enforcement Directorate during the �rst �ve
months of the current calendar year, according
to an o�cial press release.

The total balances in the detected bank
accounts when converted into Indian rupees,
amount to Rs. 73.16 lakhs. The o�enders include
businessmen, doctors, and advocates.

The balances held in foreign currency abroad
are 2,49,116 pound sterling, 92,283 U.S. dollars,
26,723 Malaysian dollars, 30,000 East African
shilling, 1,94,347 Swiss francs, 15,500 Lira and
22,000 Australian dollars.

The Enforcement Directorate conducted
during May 198 searches and seized foreign and
Indian currencies valued at Rs. 1.48 lakhs.

Adjudication proceedings were started in 658
cases during the month and of this 486 cases
were adjudicated under the Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act and penalties amounting to Rs.
16.23 lakhs were imposed, besides con�scation
of foreign and Indian currencies amounting to
Rs. 425 lakhs. The Directorate also secured
conviction in 10 cases. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 7, 1976

Unauthorised accounts in
foreign banks

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Dia Reichspost Vienna, reports the sale of a
well-preserved copy of the three volume
Gutenberg Bible by the Benedictine Convent of
Saint Pail, near Klagenfurt, in Carinthia, to an
American dealer, for 1,500,000 Austrian
shillings (about £45,000), with o�cial
permission. All bibliphiles will wait with
breathless interest for further news, and
particularly for the name of the American
dealer. It is an open secret that Mr. Edward
Goldston, of Bloomsbury, London, who recently
sold another Gutenberg Bible to America for
£21,800 had been in negotiation for the treasure
now reported sold. He made a special journey to
Austria some months ago, and opened
negotiations with the Benedictine Convent. The
prices of £60,000 was asked, Mr. Goldston
regarded this as ridiculous, and Dr. Rosenbach,
the American bibliphile, who saw him in
London some time after agreed with him.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 7, 1926

£45,000 paid for old Bible

T
hat we would need a
court of law to remind
us that the Right to
Walk should be a

fundamental right at this moment
in history when activists are trying
to stop government-corporations
from restricting the natural �ow of
rivers cannot be just a
coincidence. The Right to Walk on
footpaths, to be speci�c. There is a
restriction on the freedom of
nearly all parts of the human body
imposed by the state — the hands
cannot touch whatever they want
to, one can’t spit or defecate
wherever one might want to, one
cannot rest one’s back against
every available wall, and our legs
are prevented from taking us to
anywhere the mind wants to. 

Hence the unnoticed privilege
of having a mind — “Kothao aamar
hariye jawar nei mana monay
monay” (I can get lost anywhere,
in my mind), is a Rabindranath
song sung as much with hope as
with the intuitive
acknowledgement that only the
mind has that kind of unrestrictive
freedom. At the other end of the
head are our legs, and one would
imagine that they would also like a
similar degree of freedom as the
mind has in the Tagore song. It
must be in acknowledgement of
this need that the Supreme Court
has asked for the Right to Walk on
footpaths to be included as a
fundamental right. 

Walking with(in) literature
It seems almost tautological — the
need for such a right. However,
under a Facebook post from a
decade ago, which detailed the
experience of being a pedestrian
in India, among the many
disrespectful and inhuman
responses was one by a young
engineer. The pedestrian does not
pay road tax and therefore cannot
make a claim on the road, he said.
The abrasive character of new
capitalist energy soon became
visible; he insisted that like the
poor, the pedestrian was a burden
on the Indian economy. What
would he then make of the recent
Supreme Court ruling that

declared the Right to Walk safely
on footpaths a fundamental right
under Article 19(1)(d) (freedom of
movement) and Article 21 (right to
life), a ruling that gives pedestrians
a claim on public pathways over
automobiles?

Five kilometres away from the
Supreme Court, where this ruling
was given, Gandhi was walking,
his walk frozen into a statue along
with others in the piece of
sculpture called “Gyarah Murti”,
built by Devi Prasad Roy
Chowdhury. Could that have
played a role in the ruling? Or,
since they knew the Indian
Constitution so well, could they
have been unconsciously thinking
of Nandalal Bose, whose art
frames the words that guarantees
our relationship with this country,
and whose linocut from 1930,
“Bapuji”, which showcases
Gandhi standing with the most
well-known walking stick in the
world, has conditioned the way
we imagine Gandhi? Or could they
have been thinking of
Rabindranath’s song “Aekla chalo
re” (Walk alone), which sings of
the conviction necessary to walk
alone? 

The judges who had delivered
this judgment, Justices P.S.
Narasimha and A.S. Chandurkar,
must have been raised by a literary
consciousness that would have
in�uenced such an outlook. To
give an example, a poem such as
Jibanananda Das’s Bonolata Sen,
that begins, ‘For a thousand years
I’ve been walking earth’s
paths,/from Sinhala’s seas to the
waters of Malaya in night’s
darkness’. A poem like that was in
the air, and in�uenced the way a
community spoke and loved and
laughed. There were bound to be
equivalents of this trust placed in
walking in all literary and artistic
cultures of India. 

Walking has been integral to the
creation of a political instinct in
India — from Subhash Chandra
Bose’s ‘Delhi chalo’ to Gandhi’s
Dandi March, various protest
marches have marked resistance
before and after 1947. These had
been sharpened by a spiritual

history that had been a harvest of
walking — by �gures such as
Siddhartha, Nanak, Chaitanya,
and other mendicant-seekers.
Even the gods had a history of
walking: the goddess Lakshmi’s
footprints, drawn as part of folk
rituals of worship, are evidence of
that. As had ways of storing
information or writing a poem or
telling a story, for, ‘pada’ (foot), is
a metric stanza and also a
foundational group in Indic
knowledge categories.

A symbol of modernity
At university, the author of this
article had once told her teacher
that modernity came to exist
because Baudelaire — who coined
the term in his 1863 essay “The
Painter of Modern Life” — walked
the streets of Paris. One wasn’t
thinking speci�cally of the �aneur,
but of walking without purpose,
and what it does to our mind and
its circulation of thoughts. We’ve
all bene�tted from walking
unknotting the clots in our
self-accusatory consciousness. 

“The long poem of walking
manipulates spatial organisations,
no matter how panoptic they may
be: it is neither foreign to them (it
can take place only within them)
nor in conformity with them (it
does not receive its identity from
them). It creates shadows and
ambiguities within them. It inserts
its multitudinous references and
citations into them (social models,
cultural mores, personal factors).
Within them it is itself the e�ect of
successive encounters and
occasions that constantly alter it
and make it the other's blazon: in
other words, it is like a peddler
carrying something surprising,
transverse or attractive compared
with the usual choice. These
diverse aspects provide the basis
of a rhetoric. They can even be
said to de�ne it,” Michel de
Certeau writes in The Practice of
Everyday Life. The Supreme
Court’s judgment, in rehabilitating
the sense of life as a long poem, to
“wander lonely as a cloud”,
restores to Indians their quiet
modernity.

How the right to walk is integral to modernity

Sumana Roy
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Even the gods
had a history of
walking: the
goddess
Lakshmi’s
footprints,
drawn as part of
folk rituals of
worship, are
evidence of that

STATE OF PLAY

T
amil Nadu is witness-
ing an unusual politi-
cal phenomenon ever

since the Tamilaga Vetri Kaz-
hagam (TVK), led by actor-
turned-politician C. Joseph Vi-
jay, came to power. Several
MLAs, most of them from the
All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (AIADMK),
have resigned their hard-won
Assembly seats to join the rul-
ing party, hoping to be renom-
inated by the TVK in the ensu-
ing by-elections. Before their
switch over, as many as 25
MLAs even voted in favour of
the TVK government during
the Assembly �oor test.

Although the TVK emerged
as the single largest party in
the Assembly, it fell short of a
majority by 10 seats. It even-
tually formed the government
after the Congress switched al-
legiance from the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)-
led camp, while the two com-
munist parties and the Viduth-
alai Chiruthaigal Katchi initial-
ly extended outside support.
The have now joined the go-
vernment along with the In-
dian Union Muslim League
(IUML). The ruling party, ho-
wever, does not appear con-
tent with a working majority.
Instead, it seems intent on
strengthening its own num-
bers so that it need not de-
pend on allies for its survival.

A trend reversal
The continuing stream of re-
signations and defections has
been described by the Opposi-
tion as “horse trading” — a
phenomenon largely unfami-
liar to Tamil Nadu politics. So
far, six AIADMK legislators
have quit and joined the TVK.
Governments in the State have
traditionally enjoyed comfor-

table legislative majorities
and, even when they fell short
of the required numbers, have
generally refrained from en-
couraging defections to secure
their position. 

The trend began with the
shift in loyalty of S. Kamaraj,
an MLA of the Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK)
led by T. T. V. Dhinakaran.
When Chief Minister-desig-
nate Mr. Vijay presented to
Governor Rajendra Arlekar a
letter of support purportedly
signed by Mr. Kamaraj, Mr.
Dhinakaran alleged that the
document had been forged.
The allegation, however, was
soon disproved when Mr.
Kamaraj voted in favour of the
government during the con�-
dence motion. He was then ex-
pelled from the AMMK.

What surprised political ob-
servers even more was the de-
fection of MLAs from the
AIADMK, a party that ruled
Tamil Nadu for decades under
towering leaders such as M. G.
Ramachandran and Jayalalith-
aa. Within days of the election
results, three MLAs — Mara-
gatham Kumaravel, S. Jayaku-
mar and P. Sathyabama — met
Speaker J. C. D. Prabhakar and
submitted their resignation
letters. They were followed by
Esakki Subaya. All of them
joined the TVK right after.

More striking, however,
was the decision of senior
AIADMK leaders and former
Ministers, including C. Vijaya-
baskar, M. R. Vijayabaskar and

Udumalai K. Radhakrishnan
(former MLA), to cross over to
the ruling party. While they
blamed former Chief Minister
and AIADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palaniswami
for their decision, their ac-
tions suggest a broader politi-
cal calculation. They appear
to have concluded that the bi-
polar political order that long
de�ned Tamil Nadu — domi-
nated by the AIADMK and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) — has come to an end
with the rise of the TVK, and
that an AIADMK bereft of a
charismatic leader has little
prospect of regaining power.

Counter allegations
As the trend continued, the
DMK accused the TVK of in-
ducing two of its MLAs — S.
Austin and Anbazhagan — to
resign their seats and join the
ruling party. The allegation
came close on the heels of the
TVK’s charge that former Mi-
nister V. Senthilbalaji had at-
tempted to lure its MLA N.
Elaiyaraja with an o�er of ₹35
crore. The police subsequent-
ly arrested a few persons in
connection with the TVK’s
complaint. The DMK also al-
leged that the TVK had sought
to persuade two MLAs (who
contested on its symbol), ori-
ginally from the Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
to resign and recontest. 

The spate of resignations,
which began barely 20 days af-
ter the formation of the new
government, evoked strong
reactions from the communist
parties. They described the
developments as an unhealthy
trend that could undermine
democratic norms. Yet they
appear to have little in�uence
over the unfolding events,
watching helplessly as the pol-
itical drama continues to play
out day after day.

kolappan.b@thehindu.co.in

A defection wave in Tamil Nadu 
The switch-over of AIADMK MLAs is evidence of a deeper shift in the State’s politics

B. Kolappan

L
ast week, Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
was in New Delhi for the

16th India-Japan Annual Summit,
her �rst visit to India since assum-
ing o�ce. The two sides reaf-
�rmed their commitment to a free
and open Indo-Paci�c. The rea�r-
mation, however, comes at a mo-
ment when the idea of the Indo-
Paci�c appears to be losing its
principal champion. On June 16,
the Pentagon renamed the U.S. In-
do-Paci�c Command back to the
U.S. Paci�c Command, reversing a
change it had made in 2018.

The renaming of the Command
in 2018, although symbolic, recog-
nised the region’s growing signi�-
cance and acknowledged India’s
centrality to the U.S.’s regional
strategy. The reversal suggests that
the region no longer enjoys the
priority it once did in Washington.
In fact, the National Security Stra-
tegy released by the U.S. in Novem-
ber 2025 prioritises the Western
Hemisphere over the Indo-Paci�c
and mentions the Quad only in
passing. It also assuages Beijing,
which has long resented the for-
mulation. Washington’s approach
to managing its relations with Beij-
ing is undergoing a change under
the current administration.

All of this has put the future of
the Quad under the scanner. If
Washington retreats from the idea,
the platform built around it inevit-
ably invites questions about its re-
levance. These anxieties only add
to a set of older concerns. How re-
levant or securitised is the Quad?
Is it doing enough? And the criti-
cisms aren’t without substance.

The �rst criticism entails the
hesitation to name China. If the
objective is indeed to shape the ba-
lance of power in the region, the si-
lence over Beijing’s military and
economic aggression is bad optics.
However, this is largely a norma-
tive criticism. One can argue that

the Quad’s reluctance to name
Beijing is strategic, because posi-
tioning itself as an anti-China plat-
form could dissuade smaller coun-
tries from associating with it. 

Critics highlight the Quad’s hes-
itation to project itself as a securi-
ty-centric grouping as another of
its shortcomings. Given that Beij-
ing poses hard security challenges
to the region, any balancing e�ort
has to be primarily security-cen-
tric. The extent of the grouping’s
hesitation is evident in the mem-
bers’ active e�ort to make an im-
plicit distinction between Quad
and the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (QSD). There is a reluctance
to use them interchangeably, even
as the members acknowledge the
grouping’s origins to be rooted in
the �rst QSD in 2004. 

The Quad’s reluctance to ele-
vate the partnership to a 2+2 for-
mat — a bilateral ministerial dia-
logue comprising Foreign and
Defence Ministers — is another
pain point. Even as each of the
four countries has formalised 2+2
meetings bilaterally with one
another, the Quad continues to
host meetings only at the leaders’
and Foreign Ministers’ level. 

Domain of cooperation
The alleged overwhelming focus
on non-security or soft issues is a
related criticism. However, a re-
view of the Quad’s agenda tells a
di�erent story. Even though the
Quad assumed its current form in
2017, there was a lull for the �rst
four years. It only picked up steam
in 2021 during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when the four countries
held their �rst virtual leaders’
summit and announced a �rst set
of initiatives. Within six months,
the Quad held its �rst in-person
leaders’ summit and expanded its
areas of cooperation. The list to-
day has grown to 37, of which 23
fall under security-related do-
mains (Chart 1). Technology sove-
reignty, maritime capabilities and
secure communications will be
key in countering China in the
years ahead.

Choosing the right areas of
cooperation doesn’t necessarily
reveal much, though. The type of
cooperation and capital �ows are
key determinants in evaluating the
seriousness of the grouping. But a
review of the ‘type’ of cooperation
in security-related domains sug-
gests that Quad has a heavy focus
on interoperability, data sharing,
monitoring, and relief (Chart 2).
While this is necessary and criti-
cally important for any security-fo-
cused grouping, Quad’s integra-
tion e�orts are limited to civilian
or non-military grade applications.
Nonetheless, these integration ex-
ercises have dual-use capabilities
and can be leveraged for even mil-
itary-grade purposes.

The Quad’s focus on building
capacity and resilient supply
chains is also signi�cant, especial-
ly as these relate to critical and
emerging technologies, maritime,
and communications — the do-
mains where the bulk of contesta-
tion with China is expected. 

The Quad’s security focus is not
matched by its funding pattern.
Based on what is available in the
public domain, health and climate
have been the primary bene�ciar-
ies (Chart 3). One can argue that
since most security-related initia-
tives focus on integration and stan-
dard-setting, they do not require
the same scale of dedicated fund-
ing. But building resilient supply
chains would require substantial
capital commitment, and that is
where the gap is most visible.

The Quad’s recent commitment
to mobilise $20 billion towards the
Critical Minerals Initiative and Fra-
mework could change this picture.
But it remains only a stated target
at this point, with no funding com-
mitted or allocated. If security is-
sues make up close to two-thirds of
Quad’s initiatives, the funding allo-
cation must follow suit.

The questions surrounding the
Quad’s future will not be settled by
nomenclature in Washington.
They will be settled by whether the
grouping backs its security-heavy
agenda with capital.

Questions surrounding the Quad’s future 
With the U.S. reversing the U.S. Indo-Paci�c Command back to the U.S. Paci�c Command, criticisms have been levelled against the relevance of the Quad 

Amit Kumar
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Illegal foreigners
repatriated from
Assam

31,789
Of those

repatriated,

470 were

deported, 29,663 were pushed back, 1,572

were sent back on Union government

instructions and 84 were expelled, Chief

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma told the

State Assembly. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Deceased voters
removed from Odisha
draft electoral roll

8.32
in lakh. Around 8.32

lakh deceased voters

have been removed

from Odisha’s draft electoral roll during the

special intensive revision. It excluded 10.07

lakh shifted or permanently absent voters

and about 14,000 entries for which

enumeration forms were not received. ANI

Growth in India’s steel
consumption in Q1
FY27

8.3
in per cent. India’s finished

steel consumption grew

8.3% year-on-year to 41.6

million tonnes in the April-June quarter of

FY27, outpacing production growth of

5.9%, according to the Ministry of Steel.

The country remained a net importer of

finished steel. ANI

Number of deaths in
DR Congo Ebola
outbreak

506
The confirmed death

toll from the Ebola

outbreak in the

Democratic Republic of Congo has risen to

506, according to the World Health

Organization. The agency said 1,561

confirmed cases have been recorded since

the outbreak was declared in mid-May. AFP

Chargesheets �led in
Assam police cases
since 2016

54
in per cent. Assam Police have

filed chargesheets in 54% of

the 9.69 lakh cases registered

since 2016, the State Assembly was

informed. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma said chargesheets were filed in 5.21

lakh cases. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

A
fter the �rst month of this
year’s monsoon ended in a
massive 40% de�cit, the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD) has forecast that rainfall in July will
also be “below normal” or less than 94%
of what is usual for the month.
“Below-normal rainfall can pose
signi�cant challenges for agriculture,
water resources, hydropower generation,
ecosystem sustainability, and drinking
water availability,” the agency warned.
The outlook for July comes on the back of
weak rainfall in June. This comes weeks
after Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan sounded the alarm,
warning about the impact of a potential
‘super’ El Niño. 

How could a poor monsoon damage
India’s economy? 
A poor monsoon can damage the
economy in three ways: it a�ects
agricultural output, reducing the sector’s
contribution to the economy; it hits rural
income, denting aggregate demand; and
it threatens to push up food prices,
causing in�ation. 

India came into this kharif season from
a position of strength — foodgrain output
in 2024-25 jumped to 357.73 million
metric tonnes, up 25.43 MMT from the
previous year. A weak monsoon now puts
that momentum at risk. 

In a report, CRISIL notes that while
paddy acreage is expected to expand in
Punjab, Haryana and Bihar, maize acreage
is expected to decline as farmers shift
towards more remunerative crops.
Farmers might also prefer pulses because
of lower cultivation costs and water
requirements, and may choose not to
plant vegetables at all. Irrigation, MSP,
procurement support and market
conditions also factor in the
decision-making process. 

This could trigger food and beverage
in�ation. In its June bulletin, the Reserve

Bank of India warned: “An adverse
south-west monsoon, if materialised, may
weigh on the domestic growth-in�ation
outlook.” 

The report noted that daily price data
up to June 18 showed food in�ation
continued to rise and the prices of edible
oils, potatoes, onions and tomatoes edged
up. A weak monsoon will only push them
higher. 

Agriculture accounts for only one-�fth
of India’s Gross Value Added (GVA) but
employs 46% of the workforce and
supports nearly 55% of the population. “It
will have a direct impact on the lives of
people,” said Prof. R. Ramakumar, School
of Development Studies, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences. 

Prof. Bharat Ramaswami, Department
of Economics, Ashoka University, believes
farm incomes could fall by up to 10%.
“The rural non-farm sector consists
mostly of non-traded services such as
construction. These sectors contract
when agriculture is adversely a�ected.
Industries that depend on rural demand
will be a�ected,” he said. 

This stress moves into the wider
economy. Automobile sales are a reliable
early signal; two-wheelers and tractors
are among the �rst sectors to feel the
squeeze, followed by real estate in smaller
towns and cities. Kotak Mutual Fund, in a
blog, has noted that a combined El

Niño-plus-drought scenario may shave
20–65 basis points o� GDP growth. 

Compounding the pressure are pests
and fertilizer supply constraints caused by
the Iran war. 

The Union Cabinet approved a ₹41,533
crore Nutrient-Based Subsidy for
Phosphatic and Potassic fertilisers for the
kharif season, covering 28 grades. If
output still falls short, the government
will have to release bu�er stocks and
import commodities, widening the
Current Account De�cit and putting
pressure on the rupee.

India’s agri-exports face a threat too.
“Agriculture exports have clocked a CAGR
of 8.2% between �scals 2020 and 2025,
contributing 12% to India’s core exports,”
said Dipti Deshpande, Principal
Economist, CRISIL. 

How did El Niño impact the
economy? 
Several of India’s worst droughts fell in El
Niño years — 1972, 1982, 2009, and 2015.
“In the 11 instances of below-normal or
de�cient monsoon performance at an
all-India level since 2000, six were
classi�ed as El Niño years by the IMD. Of
these, �ve saw de�cient rainfall,” Ms.
Deshpande said. 

The 2009 and 2015 failures illustrate
the di�erent impact poor monsoons can
have on the economy. “Two subsequent

years of rainfall stress and all-India
average irrigation cover less than 45%,
caused agriculture output to su�er — crop
GVA contracted 2.5% and 3.2% in �scals
2009 and 2010, respectively. In�ation was
in double digits,” she said. 

El Niño conditions moved from weak
to strong in 2014 and 2015, and both years
saw monsoon disruptions. Crop GVA
contracted, but the impact on in�ation
was di�erent. 

Unlike 2009, when food in�ation
spiked, in�ation was rather muted in 2015
due to proactive food management,
restrained MSP hikes, and a global
commodity price slump, which kept
in�ation muted despite the monsoon
failure, Ms. Deshpande noted.

Can India ‘drought-proof’ the
economy? 
Mr. Chouhan’s presser raised an
important data point: 315 districts are
vulnerable to a poor monsoon, of which
111 across 12 States are of primary concern
due to poor irrigation facilities. 

On July 2, storage levels across the 166
reservoirs monitored by the Central
Water Commission stood at 47.725 BCM,
against 78.077 BCM in the corresponding
period last year, and below the normal
storage of 48.402 BCM for this time of
year. While the system can provide water
to meet requirements, a poor monsoon
could strain it. 

“A second successive bad weather will
be more damaging,” Prof. Ramaswami
said, adding that irrigation is crucial in
adapting to water stress due to climate
change. 

India needs to ‘drought-proof’ its
economy, said Prof. Ramakumar. He said
the country must move from crop
insurance to ex-ante risk reduction. “We
need to pay attention to policies and
interventions that reduce risk itself. That
requires public investment, and that’s
lacking,” he said. He added that India
needs enough drought-resistant,
high-yielding crops, and that farmers
must have access to them. “We have not
invested adequately in any of these, and
hence our disaster preparedness is very
poor,” he said.

Will El Niño weaken India’s economy?
How could a weak monsoon a�ect farm output, in�ation and economic growth? Why does El Niño remain a major risk for India’s economy? How have past El

Niño years a�ected agriculture and in�ation? Is India’s irrigation and water storage system prepared for another weak monsoon?

Several of India’s worst droughts fell in El Niño years — 1972, 1982, 2009, and 2015. FILE PHOTO

V. Nivedita

ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST

�

A weak monsoon and a
potential super El Niño could
reduce kharif output, depress
rural incomes, fuel food
inflation, slow GDP growth,
and hurt exports.

�

Experts say India must move
beyond crop insurance by
investing in irrigation,
drought-resistant high-yielding
crops, and other risk-reduction
measures, as prolonged rainfall
stress could strain water
storage and disaster
preparedness.

The story so far:

T
he Faizabad Bar Association’s
resolution to not represent the
accused in the Ayodhya Ram
Temple embezzlement case has

prompted the question of whether a Bar
Association could collectively decide not
to represent a particular accused.

What is the Supreme Court’s take?
The Supreme Court has consistently held
that every accused has the right to fair
trial and legal representation and it is
illegal, unconstitutional and contrary to
professional ethics to deny that right.

In a Supreme Court judgment in 2010,
A.S. Mohammed Ra� v. State of Tamil
Nadu, the case arose out of a
confrontation between lawyers and police
personnel in Coimbatore. 

Following the incident, a local Bar
Association passed a resolution that none
of its members would represent the
accused police personnel. A Division
Bench of Justices Markandey Katju and
Gyan Sudha Misra held that such
resolutions by Bar bodies were “wholly
illegal, against all traditions and
professional ethics”.

The court declared in the judgment
that “all such resolutions of Bar
Associations in India are null and void
and the right-minded lawyers should
ignore and defy such resolutions if they
want democracy and rule of law to be
upheld in this country”.

What is the accused’s right to be
defended?
Article 22(1) of the Constitution
guarantees that no arrested person shall
be denied the right “to consult, and to be
defended by, a legal practitioner of his
choice”. Article 14 provides for equality
before the law and equal protection of the

laws within the territory of India.
The Supreme Court has recognised the

right to a fair trial as an integral part of
the right to life and personal liberty under
Article 21.

Article 39A, a Directive Principle of
State Policy, further requires the State to
ensure that the legal system promotes
justice on the basis of equal opportunity
and that no citizen is denied access to
justice because of economic or other
disabilities, including through free legal
aid.

What do the Bar Council of India
Rules say?
The ‘Standards of Professional Conduct
and Etiquette’ chapter of the Bar Council
of India Rules says that “an advocate is
bound to accept any brief in the Courts or
Tribunals or before any other authorities
in or before which he proposes to practise
at a fee consistent with his standing at the
Bar and the nature of the case. Special
circumstances may justify his refusal to

accept a particular brief.”
However, the Uttarakhand High Court

in Kuldeep Agarwal v. State Of Uttarakhand
And Others (2019) clari�ed that “special
circumstances mentioned in Clause II,
justifying refusal of an advocate to accept
a particular brief, refers, by the use of the
word “his”, to the advocate in his
individual capacity, and not to the Bar
Association whose members are
advocates”.

Have such resolutions been passed
before?
Yes. Following the 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks, a Bar resolution opposed legal
representation for arrested terrorist,
Ajmal Kasab. The legal aid lawyer initially
assigned to him declined to appear, while
another advocate who agreed to defend
him faced political threats before a lawyer
was eventually appointed under police
protection. 

After the December 16, 2012 Delhi
gangrape case, lawyers at the Saket courts
passed a similar resolution refusing to
represent the accused. Likewise, lawyers
declined to defend the accused in the
2019 Hyderabad veterinary doctor’s rape
and murder case.

How have courts dealt with such
resolutions?
The Uttarakhand High Court had in 2019
declared null and void a resolution passed
by the Kotdwar Bar Association

threatening to terminate the membership
of any lawyer who represented an
accused in the murder of an advocate. 

In 2020, the Karnataka High Court
criticised the Hubballi Bar Association
after lawyers objected to advocates
representing Kashmiri students accused
of raising pro-Pakistan slogans. The
Bench described the conduct of lawyers
on the Dharwad court premises who
prevented advocates from �ling bail
applications as “sheer militancy”. It also
indicated that such resolutions could
amount to criminal contempt.

More recently, the Madras High Court
in Manikandan Nair v. State of Tamil Nadu
in 2025 reiterated that Bar Associations
cannot formally or informally prevent
advocates from appearing for any
accused. 

In the case of J. Jayalalithaa v. State of
Karnataka (2014), the Supreme Court
observed that “fair trial is the main object
of criminal procedure and such fairness
should not be hampered or threatened in
any manner. Fair trial entails the interests
of the accused, the victim and the society.
Thus, fair trial must be accorded to every
accused in the spirit of the right to life and
personal liberty and the accused must get
a free and fair, just and reasonable trial on
the charge imputed in a criminal case”.

Thus, the Supreme Court has
consistently held that the right to legal
representation is a core feature of a fair
trial.

Can Bar Associations refuse
to represent an accused? 
What has the Supreme Court said about Bar resolutions denying legal representation?

Rizmi Lia M.
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

The eighth Sikh Guru, born in 1656, would go on to lead the faith at just
five years old. Who was he?
X

QUESTION 2

Born in 1883, which scholar wrote Usne Kaha Tha, one of the earliest
modern Hindi short stories?
X

QUESTION 3

Which Indian revolutionary, born on this day in 1854, served as the Prime
Minister of the first Provisional Government of India established in Kabul,
Afghanistan, during the First World War.
X

QUESTION 4

Born on this day in 1914, which composer introduced full orchestral music
to Hindi cinema and is best remembered for his score in the film Kismet

(1943)?
X

QUESTION 5

This 1981-born cricketer captained India to titles in three major white-ball
ICC tournaments. He famously wore the number 7 jersey. Who is he?

Questions and Answers to

the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. When he won the
crown at 18 years and 195 days,
whose record did D. Gukesh
break to become the youngest
undisputed World chess
champion? Ans: Garry

Kasparov

2. Who notched up a 214 to
become the youngest woman
to hit a century, aged 19 years
and 254 days, in 2002. Ans:

Mithali Raj

3. Which Indian teenage
sensation made history in 2023
as the youngest World archery
champion in the World Cup-era
(post 2006) and also claimed
India’s first-ever individual title
by winning the compound
gold? Ans: Aditi Gopichand

Swami

4. Though not yet a teen, Arati

Saha became the youngest-ever to
represent India at the Olympics
when at the age of 11 years, 10
months and 305 days she took part
in the 1952 Helsinki Games. In
which event? Ans: Swimming

(200m breaststroke)

5. Which Olympic medallist holds
the distinction of being the
youngest Khel Ratna recipient at
the age of 18 in 2001? Ans:

Abhinav Bindra

Visual: He became the
youngest-ever Arjuna Award winner
at 14 for his Guinness World Record
feat in 1994. Who and what
achievement? Ans: R.

Kutraleeshwaran who swam six

channels, including the Palk

Strait and English Channel, in

1994

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan |
Arun Kumar Singh | Piyali Tuli |
Prem Nath Tiwari | Varghese Joseph

THE DAILY QUIZ

Here is a quiz on personalities born on July 7

X

Visual Question:

Born in 1963, identify this director well
known for films such as Rang De Basanti,
Delhi-6 and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag. FILE PHOTO

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

What is the di�erence between “The
mango is too sweet” and “The mango
is very sweet”? (P. Velayudham,
Tiruvannamalai)
The �rst sentence has a negative
meaning. When you say that the mango is
too sweet, it implies that the mango is so
sweet that you have problems eating it. In
other words, it is excessively sweet.

Similarly, when you say, “The
candidate is too smart”, it has a negative
connotation. Indirectly, you are implying
he is much too intelligent for the job and
you foresee problems dealing with him.

If, on the other hand, you say, “The
mango is very sweet”, you are paying a
compliment. The degree of sweetness is
just right; it is not excessive. Similarly,
when you say, “The candidate is very
intelligent”, it has a positive ring to it. You
are saying that the candidate should be
hired because he’ll be good for the
company. 

What is the meaning and origin of
“Pandora’s box”? (K. Veena, Chennai)
This expression has its origins in Greek
mythology. Zeus, the King of Gods, was
fed up with mankind. (So what’s new?
The Gods are always angry with us!) In
order to teach them a lesson, Zeus
created a woman - Pandora. The King of
Gods then asked all the other gods to
shower gifts on her; gifts which would
bring about the downfall of man! (By the
way, that’s how Pandora got her name;
“pan” in Greek means “all” and “dora”
means “gifts”.) The gifts given by the gods
were put in a beautiful box, and Zeus
presented it to Pandora warning her
never to open it. If somebody gave you a
beautiful box loaded with gifts and said
don’t ever open it, what would you do?
Well, Pandora did the same thing. She
opened it and saw to her horror all the
evils of this world escape. According to
the story only “Hope” remained. You may
ask, if the box contained all the bad things
that the gods could think of, why was
Hope inside? Ask Zeus!

When you say that something is a
“Pandora’s box”, it implies that it is a
source of complication, something that
will create many new and unexpected
problems. The idiom commonly used
these days is “open a Pandora’s box”.

“The Finance Minister’s reforms opened
a Pandora’s box of industrial problems.

There are di�erent versions of this
story. According to some scholars, it
wasn’t Pandora who opened the box, but
her husband, Epismetheus, who did. Very
convenient wouldn’t you say? Now men
can accuse women of being the cause of
all their problems, and vice versa.

What is the meaning of Adam’s ale?
(M. A. Gopalkrishnan, Tirupati)
“Adam’s ale” is a term humorously used
to refer to water. You could say, “Jack and
Jill went up the hill to fetch a pail of
Adam’s ale!” By the way, did you know
that many of the hard drinks that some of
us are addicted to actually mean water?
The word “whisky”, for example, comes
from a Gaelic word meaning “water of
life”. The French word “eau-de-vie”
meaning brandy also means “water of
life”. Any idea what the Russian drink
“vodka” means? It means “little water”! If
your boss or your father ever asks you
whether you drink, you can look him
straight in the eye and say, “I have a little
water once in a while!”
Published in The Hindu on March 6, 2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The story so far: 

O
ver the last week, social media
has been �ooded with videos
depicting individuals using
mobile applications such as

BAT-BMS, Lossigy and Epoch-i-ion to
wirelessly disable the batteries of
e-rickshaws using Bluetooth. The videos
have largely been shared as “pranks” —
however cruel, unethical and unlawful
they may be — while some have
speculated that the applications were
designed for high-tech sabotage by
China’s manufacturers. The reality is far
less dramatic, yet still worth
understanding carefully.

How are battery management
systems diagnosed?
Applications such as BAT-BMS exist to
allow �eet owners and service technicians
to easily diagnose battery problems such
as overvoltage or undervoltage. In most
vehicles, battery management and
diagnostics require physical access to the
module and the use of a computer or
other device to gather information.

Over time, manufacturers have begun
equipping these modules with Bluetooth
capabilities, making diagnostics and
repairs easier without requiring extensive
disassembly. Applications such as
BAT-BMS are typically developed
alongside the battery management
systems they support and are almost
certainly not intended to sow chaos by
disabling as many vehicles as possible.
Instead, they search for speci�c devices
advertising themselves as battery
management modules over Bluetooth,
connect to one device at a time, display

diagnostic information, and provide basic
debugging functions.

How are e-rickshaws built and why
imported electronics matter?
The BAT-BMS application is speci�cally
designed to discover and connect to
Battery Management System (BMS)
modules manufactured by a Chinese
electronics company, Jiabaida. A
seven-year-old public discussion on the
open source code sharing platform
GitHub documented a lack of
authentication in Jiabaida BMS modules,
with the author even providing a hacky
workaround for this obvious security �aw.

Over time, this vulnerability appears to
have been discovered and subsequently
exploited by individuals who began
popularising its misuse. In particular,
some users circulated short-form “prank”
videos demonstrating how it could be
used to disable e-rickshaw batteries.

Almost all of the components that
make up e-rickshaws are imported from
China. In fact, one could order almost all
the parts required to assemble one from
consumer websites such as Alibaba Group
or AliExpress. Of course, one could go
even further and import a fully
pre-assembled e-rickshaw from China
through these platforms, though the
shipping fees and Customs duties might
eat into your margin. Most manufacturers
import the electronic components
required to assemble e-rickshaws from
China, leaving only the fabrication and
assembly of the aluminium frame and
chassis to be done domestically.

When technology is blamed for
system vulnerabilities
It appears that whenever something goes

wrong, the government is quick enough
to attribute blame to digital platforms.
Telegram was ordered to be blocked
during the re-NEET period, reportedly to
protect individuals from fraudsters
claiming to sell leaked examination
question papers in advance. Similarly,
following viral “prank” incidents, the
government directed Google and Apple to
remove several popular battery
management apps from their respective
app stores.

In both cases, the government has
chosen to restrict access to applications
rather than address the underlying issues
in a meaningful way. While the two
applications are fundamentally di�erent —
one being a widely used communication
platform with social media features, and
the other a set of utilities for diagnosing
battery issues — the reasoning behind
both decisions appears similar.

In essence, when a particular
technology becomes associated with
harm, restricting access to that
technology is seen as a way to eliminate
the harm itself.

Hypothetically, if the re-NEET
examination were to be compromised,
the breach would have to occur at the
source or during transit — during question
formulation, printing, or transport. The
breach would not originate from, nor be
enabled by, the Telegram platform itself.
Blocking Telegram in this hypothetical
scenario would only temporarily disrupt
the sale of leaked question papers until
sellers migrate to another platform of
choice. Similarly, restricting battery
management applications does not make
vulnerable BMS modules any more
secure. If anything, it might further
inconvenience users who have been

a�ected and are trying to restore
functionality to their vehicles.

How should supply chain regulation
be structured?
Contrary to popular belief, regulatory
frameworks governing e-rickshaws do
exist. Gazette noti�cations GSR 709(E)
dated 8.10.2014 and S.O. 2590(E) dated
8.10.2014 de�ne requirements related to
overall dimensions, tyres, brakes, horns,
and vehicle identi�cation number
standards, but do not provide detailed
standards for electronic components.

Globally, as security risks become
increasingly associated with the supply
chains, various strategies have been
adopted to address vulnerabilities before
a product reaches the assembly line.
These include vetting suppliers, auditing
the �rmware of electronic components,
and tracing the origin and capabilities of
individual parts. Such measures can be
mandated through regulation. A simple
Google search conducted seven years ago
could have alerted e-rickshaw
manufacturers to the security issues in
the BMS modules they use.

Frameworks that establish standards,
as well as responsibilities and liabilities
for manufacturers, should ideally extend
to all products containing electronic
components, not just vehicles or
speci�cally e-rickshaws. While sourcing
parts from the cheapest available source
might be suitable for building a quick
prototype, the long-term production and
marketing of products should require
greater e�ort and due diligence than
simply placing a few orders and setting up
an assembly line.
(Karan is an independent security
researcher from New Delhi, India)

E-rickshaw battery ‘hacks’ and Bluetooth
BMS vulnerabilities 
The misuse of battery management apps exposed security �aws in imported e-rickshaw battery systems, rather than problems with the apps

themselves; stronger supply chain oversight and security standards, not app bans, are needed to address such vulnerabilities

CACHE

Almost all of the components that make up e-rickshaws are imported from China. ANI

Karan Saini
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The rupee depreciated 25 paise to close at 95.43
against the U.S. dollar on Monday, as a
strengthening greenback weighed on emerging
market currencies. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee opened at 95.25
against the American currency and traded in a
range of 95.22-95.48 during the session. The
rupee �nally closed at 95.43, down 25 paise from
its previous close. PTI

Rupee falls 25 paise against
U.S. dollar, closes at 95.43

INBRIEF
�

The National Stock Exchange (NSE) is targeting to
launch its much-awaited initial public o�ering
(IPO), estimated at around ₹30,000 crore, in
September, people familiar with the
development said on Monday. The mega IPO is
expected to value the country’s largest stock
exchange at over ₹5 lakh crore. The exchange will
soon begin roadshows for the IPO. If successful,
the issue will surpass Hyundai Motor India’s
₹27,870-crore IPO launched in October 2024. PTI

NSE targets to launch
₹30,000-cr. IPO in September

Granules India has secured sole �rst-to-�le (FTF)
status for its abbreviated new drug application
(ANDA) for Sodium Oxybate extended-release for
oral suspension, the generic equivalent of
Lumryz ER oral suspension of Alkermes plc. This
is Granules’ second sole FTF ANDA. LUMRYZ
(sodium oxybate) ER oral suspension is indicated
in the U.S. for the treatment of excessive daytime
sleepiness in patients with narcolepsy.

Granules secures FTF status
for CNS depressant generic

T
he automobile sec-
tor retailed
25,57,234 units in

June 2026, a 21.83% year-
on-year (YoY) growth and a
1.03% increase over the
previous month. The pas-
senger vehicles (PV) seg-
ment registered a 28.63%
growth, followed by trac-
tors at 25.31%, two-wheel-
ers (2W) 21.22%, commer-
cial vehicles (CV) 16.88%
and three-wheelers (3W) at
16.20%. 

However, the wheeled
construction equipment
segment registered a
40.94% YoY decline on a
high base, according to da-

ta released by the Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Association (FADA) on
Monday. “June 2026 has
been a landmark month
for Indian auto retail with
two-wheelers, three-
wheelers, commercial veh-
icles, passenger vehicles
and overall registrations
posting their highest-ever
June �gures,” said FADA
president C.S. Vigneshwar. 

Tractor retail sales
stood at 1,00,818 units, a
growth of 25.31% YoY and
21.33% MoM.

“Tractors recorded
their second-best June ev-
er. That such records have
come in a seasonally tran-
sitional month under-
scores the structural depth

of the India growth story
and the widening aspira-
tions of Bharat,” he added. 

Two-wheeler retail sales
stood at 18,28,458 units, up

21.22% YoY — the best June
ever — though marginally
lower by 0.89% month on
month (MoM). 

The urban two-wheeler

segment grew 4.25% MoM,
while rural sales declined
4.55% MoM, re�ecting the
late onset and uneven pro-
gress of the south-west
monsoon, which kept rain-
fed markets in a wait-and-
watch mode. 

Commercial vehicle re-
tails were at 90,972 units, a
16.88% YoY growth and the
best June on record for the
segment. Light commer-
cial vehicles (LCVs) grew
21.10% YoY, medium com-
mercial vehicles 16.81%
and heavy commercial
vehicles at 8.26%. 

Dealers cited steady
freight activity, e-com-
merce-linked movement
and normalising supplies. 

Share of commercial

electric vehicles (EVs) rose
to an all-time high of 3.53%
from 1.57% a year ago. 

Passenger vehicle retail
sales stood at 4,10,853 un-
its, a growth of 28.63% YoY
and 2.05% MoM. 

Share of alternative-fuel
PVs — CNG, Hybrid and EV
combined — crossed the
40% mark for the �rst
time, at 40.35% (CNG
24.33%, Hybrid 8.27%, EV
7.75%). 

Passenger EV retail sales
stood at an all-time high of
31,823 units. 

The total EV retail sales
across categories touched
3,06,220 units — the high-
est for any month — taking
the overall EV penetration
to about 12.5%. 

Auto retail sales up 22% to 25.57 lakh units

Shifting gear: Tractor retail sales stood at 1,00,818 units, a growth

of 25.31% year on year and 21.33% month on month. AFP

Landmark June for automobile segment with two-wheelers, three-wheelers, commercial vehicles, passenger vehicles and overall registrations

posting their highest-ever June �gures, says FADA president; share of alternative-fuel passenger vehicles crosses 40% for the �rst time

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

India’s markets regulator
aims to make it easier for
investors to short stocks by
nearly doubling the num-
ber of shares eligible for
lending and borrowing and
by cutting collateral re-
quirements, two people
with direct knowledge of
the plans said.

The changes are aimed
at boosting the cash equi-
ties market and drawing in-
vestors away from the
country’s far larger deriva-
tives market, which has

seen explosive growth but
carries far larger risks for
retail investors in
particular.

Stock scam scandals led
India to develop strict re-
quirements for its cash
equities market, with rules
tightened in the early
2000s and then again in
the period 2017 to 2020.

That has meant that
while the National Stock
Exchange, which accounts
for about 95% of India’s
cash equities market, has
some 2,600 companies
listed, only 176 are current-
ly eligible for borrowing
and lending. 

By nearly doubling that
number, Indian authorities
hope to include the major-
ity of liquid shares, the pe-
ople said.

The three main criteria
determining eligibility in-
clude liquidity, trading vol-
ume and the stock’s ability
to support exposure to de-

rivatives trading.
For example, a stock

must have an average
monthly trading turnover
of at least ₹1 billion ($10.5
million) over the previous
six months and be large
enough to support deriva-
tives exposure of at least ₹1
billion across the market.
There are also rules relat-
ing to how much of a stock
should be held by public
shareholders.

“Deliberations are on re-
laxing the two thresholds,”
said one of the people,
without specifying which
thresholds.

SEBI said to ease short stocks by nearly
doubling those eligible for borrowing 
Reuters
MUMBAI

The changes are
aimed at drawing
investors away from
the far larger
derivatives market

Microsoft is cutting about
2.1% of its workforce, or
roughly 4,800 jobs, as the
Windows maker restruc-
tures parts of its commer-
cial and Xbox businesses,
joining other tech titans in
a wave of layo�s as they
shift investments towards
AI infrastructure.

Big Tech’s historic AI
outlays, set to top $700 bil-
lion this year, are piling
pressure on companies to
show returns from the

technology and o�set the
rising cost of rolling it out
across their businesses.
Amazon and Meta Plat-
forms have also laid o�
thousands of employees
this year. In a memo to em-
ployees, Chief People O�c-
er Amy Coleman said AI
was changing how work
gets done by automating
some routine tasks, but
said the layo�s were part of
a broader e�ort to realign
resources and operating
structures with the compa-
ny’s priorities.

Microsoft joins AI-led
tech layo� wave, 
to axe 4,800 jobs 
Reuters

The overall in�ow of fo-
reign investor money into
India’s bond market
crossed a record ₹55,518
crore in June. Experts, ho-
wever, aired concerns over
sustainability of the mo-
mentum as the macroeco-
nomic climate had not
turned fully conducive.

In early June, the Centre
waived Long Term Capital
Gains (LTCG) tax on fo-
reign investment in bonds.
The RBI and the Centre
further expanded the Fully
Accessible Route (FAR) to
include new long-term Go-
vernment Securities with
15-year, 30-year, and 40-
year tenors, as well as So-
vereign Green Bonds

The steps came in the
backdrop of net out�ow of
foreign funds from Indian
capital markets and a con-
stantly depreciating rupee.

“The reforms are poised
to attract long-term institu-
tional investors such as
pension funds, insurance
companies and sovereign
wealth funds, leading to
more stable and sustained
capital in�ows. They are al-
so expected to boost fo-
reign exchange in�ows and
strengthen resilience of In-
dia’s �nancial markets,”
the Ministry of Finance
said. The question of
whether tax cuts can deliv-
er more in�ows is a topic of
debate among economists
and �nancial analysts. 

“Tax tweaks can serve
as a catalyst but rarely
override core fundamen-
tals like policy consistency
and external conditions.
India’s progressive liberali-
sation through the FAR has
often mattered more.
While taxation was a con-
straint — especially for
debt— it was secondary,”

said Lekha Chakraborty,
Professor, National Insti-
tute of Public Finance and
Policy (NIPFP).

The in�ows, however,
did come and they were
across the bond market.
FPI investment under gen-
eral limit debt securities,
which contains both cor-
porate bonds and govern-
ment securities, came in at
₹55,518 crore in June 2026. 

Investments under the
FAR were the highest since
September 2024 when it
was introduced. FAR re-
corded an in�ow of ₹21,652
crore in June 2026. Put to-
gether, they more than
compensated for the signif-
icant out�ow of ₹49,340
crore from equities. 

Many factors at play
“Attributing the recent in-
crease in FPI in�ows solely
to the removal of capital
gains tax or withholding
tax would be an oversim-
pli�cation. A combination
of factors has contributed
to the improved sentiment
in India’s debt market,”
said Venkatakrishnan Sri-
nivasan, managing partn-
er, Rockfort LLP. 

“Overall, June has been
a positive month for the
bond market. The easing
of geopolitical concerns
surrounding the Strait of
Hormuz, expectations of
India’s possible inclusion
in the Bloomberg Global
Aggregate Bond Index and
improving market senti-

ment on RBI’s recent poli-
cy steps have all supported
investor con�dence and fo-
reign investor interest,” Mr.
Srinivasan continued. 

The sustainability of the
in�ows, which the tax cut
was aiming at, cannot be
de�nitely guaranteed as
the underlying economic
data doesn’t suggest that
things have changed com-
pletely positively for the
debt investors.

In all, bond market ex-
perts and economists,
while certain the in�ows
cannot be directly attribut-
ed to the tax cut, do not
discount the bene�ts of
such a  move. 

Bene�ts of the tax cut
Bene�ts of the tax cut in-
clude ‘diversifying in�ows
away from equities, dee-
pening debt markets, and
supporting external ba-
lances,’ while fundamen-
tals dominate in determin-
ing �ows, said Ms.
Chakraborty.

However, others in the
policy-making space are
more careful in evaluating
the utility of cutting taxes
to bring in capital market
investments. Former Fi-
nance Secretary S.C. Garg
said the move did not have
much of a deeper policy
thought and was ‘more a
desperate attempt at bring-
ing in foreign exchange.’ 

“If you have to try so-
mething to get forex and
there is no measure availa-
ble for FDI or FPI in equity,
you end up going for FCNR
B and government securi-
ties,” he said. 

Now that the tax policy
constraint on foreign in-
vestment into Indian debt
securities has been re-
moved, attention would
shift to the macroeconom-
ic climate which would
have to be as lucrative for
investors to show the same
level of interest in bonds as
it did in June 2026.

Will record FPI Indian 
bond �ows be sustainable?

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Inflows stood at ₹55,518 crore

in June 2026 . AFP 

NEWS ANALYSIS

Benchmarks Nifty 50 and
BSE Sensex traded posi-
tively for the fourth
straight session with the in-
dices improving almost
0.7% each to 78,285.07 and
24,430.35 on Monday.

The last time the indices
rose for straight sessions
was between June 12 and
June 18 when investors
were upbeat for �ve con-
secutive days. However,
this four-day rally is weak-
er than the previous one as
on all the four days, the
rise was not more than
0.7%. On the other hand,
the June instance began
with the �rst day closing
2% higher and the second
day almost 1% over the pre-
vious close.

Despite the winning
streak, 1,700 of the 3,400
stocks that traded declined
on Monday. However, most
of the sectoral indices deli-
vered positive returns with
just four of the 21 indices,
declining.

“The index continues to
trade comfortably above
previous week’s high and
20- and 50-day EMAs (ex-
ponential moving average,
an indicator used to track a
stock’s price trend over a
period), highlighting sus-
tained strength,” said Bajaj
Broking Research team.

Markets rise
for fourth
straight
session

The BSE logo at the entrance of

the building in Mumbai. 

Ashokamithran T
MUMBAI

When 51-year-old Guru-
gram-based multinational
executive Rajan Wadhera
began shopping for a new
luxury car this year, he be-
lieved he had the perfect
workaround India’s rising
prices. Living at DLF Ca-
mellias and commuting
barely 10-12 km daily to
DLF Cyber City, he �t neat-
ly into the pro�le luxury
carmakers prize most — af-
�uent, urban and predicta-
ble in usage.

BMW’s 360° pro-
gramme allowed him to re-
duce the monthly cost of
owning a ₹50-70 lakh BMW
X1 or electric iX1 from
nearly ₹1.5 lakh under a
conventional loan to
₹70,000-85,000 by �nanc-
ing only the vehicle’s ex-
pected depreciation over
three years, instead of its
full purchase price.

As an icing, BMW gua-
ranteeing a pre-agreed re-
sidual value after 36
months. At the end of the
tenure, he could pay the
balloon amount and retain
the vehicle, re�nance the
balance, or simply return it

under the programme.
Structured ownership pro-
ducts combine Guaranteed
Future Value (GFV), bal-
loon �nancing and pre-
agreed buyback or return
options, allowing custom-
ers to �nance only a vehi-
cle’s expected deprecia-
tion rather than its full
purchase price.

Luxury brands includ-
ing BMW, Mercedes-Benz,
Audi and Lexus have taken
to this model through pro-
grammes such as BMW
360°, Star Agility+, Audi
Assured Buyback, and Lex-
us Smart Ownership, while
some manufacturers are
extending the concept
through leasing-led owner-
ship models.

Mr. Wadhera is not an
exception. BMW estimates
the country’s structured
ownership ecosystem at
₹4,500-5,000 crore, while
Mercedes-Benz Financial
Services alone has built an
assets-under-management
(AUM) book of around
₹1,500 crore. Industry ex-
ecutives estimate that pe-
netration of these products
has nearly doubled over
the past three years — from
18-20% of luxury vehicle
sales in FY24 to 35-40% to-
day. In luxury EVs, adop-
tion is even higher, with
two out of every three veh-
icles sold under some form
of structured ownership
programme. The model,
however, comes with a ca-

veat. Most programmes as-
sume annual driving of just
around 15,000 km; cus-
tomers exceeding those li-
mits face deductions in the
guaranteed buyback value. 

“We are seeing a clear
shift in customer beha-
viour, especially in the pre-
mium and emerging EV
segments, where buyers
increasingly want �exibili-
ty, lower monthly owner-
ship costs and con�dence
around future value,” said
Hardeep Singh Brar, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
O�cer, BMW Group India.

The playbook is now
moving beyond luxury
brands into the ₹15-35 lakh
premium passenger vehi-
cle segment. Volkswagen
and Škoda have intro-
duced assured buyback
programmes on models
such as the Taigun. Maruti
Suzuki is pairing the up-
coming eVitara with Gua-
ranteed Future Value
plans, while Tata Motors,
JSW MG Motor and Mahin-
dra are expanding similar
ownership structures
across their premium EV
portfolios. 

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Why India’s top earners are ditching
outright purchases for dream cars
Amit Mohile
MUMBAI

In luxury EVs, adoption is even higher, with two out of every three

sold under some form of structured ownership programme. FILE

State-owned Airports
Authority of India (AAI) is
preparing to enter the
country’s pilot training
ecosystem by establishing
Full Flight Simulator (FFS)
and Type Rating Training
Organisation (TRTO) facili-
ties across its airport net-
work, marking a strategic
diversi�cation beyond its

traditional role as an air-
port developer and opera-
tor, sources told
businessline.

A Request for Proposal
(RFP) document reviewed
by businessline showed
that the AAI had invited
bids to appoint a consul-
tant for preparing a com-
prehensive implementa-
tion strategy for
establishing FFS and TRTO
facilities at suitable air-

ports under its network.
The move assumes sig-

ni�cance as it signals the
entry of a government-
backed entity into a seg-
ment that has so far largely
been dominated by private
training providers.

Besides, this comes at a
time when India is expect-
ed to witness a sharp rise
in demand for trained
commercial pilots. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Civil

Aviation, the country cur-
rently has 10,261 valid Air-
line Transport Pilot Li-
cence (ATPL) holders. The
government has projected
that India will require
around 30,000 pilots over
the next 15 to 20 years to
support the induction of
more than 1,700 aircraft al-
ready on order by Indian
airlines. 

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Airports Authority of India eyes 
entry into pilot training ecosystem
Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI
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T
he world has ab-
sorbed with sur-
prising ease the

loss of over a billion barrels
of oil supply since the Iran
war began, but, with long-
term peace elusive and
bu�er reserves now
drained, it still faces the
looming risk of future
price spikes.

Tehran’s throttling of
the Strait of Hormuz in res-
ponse to the U.S. and Israe-
li attacks launched on Fe-
bruary 28 fed fears of a
catastrophic global energy
crunch.

The ensuing four-month
con�ict did, indeed, create
the biggest energy disrup-
tion in history, according
to the International Energy
Agency. At its worst, the
headline supply loss was 14
million barrels per day.

But worries that Asia
and Europe would run out
of gasoline, diesel or jet
fuel never materialised.
And after peaking around
$126 per barrel in April —
still some $20 below the
2008 record— benchmark
Brent oil prices are now
lower than they were when
the con�ict began.

“This suggests traders
viewed the disruption as
serious but manageable,
re�ecting con�dence in to-
day’s more resilient energy
and economic systems,”

said John Ba�es, senior
economist at the World
Bank.

Since the oil crisis of the
1970s, World Bank data
shows that oil intensity — a
measure of the role oil
plays in economic activity
— has fallen by more than
half in most advanced eco-
nomies and roughly 20% in
emerging and developing
countries.

Beyond that structural
shift, however, three spec-
i�c factors have been res-
ponsible for forestalling
the worst-case scenario
during the Gulf crisis.

Saudi Arabia and the
UAE found alternative
routes to export. Asia, led
by China, curtailed buying.
And countries around the
world likely pulled around
one billion barrels of oil
from their reserves, includ-

ing via an IEA-led record
stocks release.

China eases pressure 
When the war broke out
China had nearly 1.4 billion
barrels of oil stored, ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy
Information Administra-
tion. That was more than
the 1.2 billion barrels held
by all of the 32 members of
the IEA combined, includ-
ing the United States’ 413

million barrels. China’s ra-
pid electric vehicle adop-
tion in recent years along
with �exibility in oil and
petrochemicals output al-
so helped, said Ilia Bou-
chouev, of the Oxford Insti-
tute for Energy Studies.

“They are managing the
market a lot better than
(the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries) used to,”said Bou
chouev, a former head of
derivatives trading at Koch-
Global Partners.

The adjustments by Chi-
na, the world’s biggest oil
importer,helped ease glo-
bal demand pressure. And
the IEA’s scheme to release
400 million barrels of re-
serves provided further
breathing room at a time
when U.S. President Do-
nald Trump was repeated-
ly stating an end to the war

was imminent.
“Traders always took

the view this can’t go on
much longer,”said Neil At-
kinson, a former IEA
o�cial.

Washington’s narrative
management, that more
supply was coming, also
made hedge funds reluc-
tant to hold long positions
that bet on prices rising,
Societe Generale analysts
noted. With the signing last
month of a preliminary
agreement to end the war,
there has been a rapid
swing back towards busi-
ness as usual. “The market
seems to have decided that
this peace deal is for real,”
Atkinson said.

Lost bu�er risks 
In reality, however, little is
as it was before the war.

Even as Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Qatar, Iraq and
Bahrain resume produc-
tion and exports, it will be
years in some cases before
they fully repair the dam-
age to their energy infras-
tructure caused by Iranian
attacks.

While prices may re�ect
expectations of a rapid re-
turn to pre-war supply le-
vels, data on tanker tra�c
through the Strait of Hor-
muz tells a di�erent, more
pessimistic story.

And with the clock tick-
ing on the 60-day cease�re
between Washington and
Tehran, progress towards a
�nal agreement to end the
war has been achingly
slow, with key questions —

including the fate of Iran’s
nuclear programme — still
unresolved.

Meanwhile, there’s the
mammoth task of rebuild-
ing global oil inventories.

The global economy
weathered the shock by
drawing down stocks at a
record pace, according to
IEA data, draining the very
bu�ers designed to protect
it from supply crises.

“It doesn’t mean we
can’t operate without one,
it just means that forward
prices could be more
prone to spikes,” Bou-
chouev said.

That kind of volatility is
costly. Every $5 increase in
oil prices adds roughly
$190 billion in annual costs
to the global economy, ac-
cording to Reuters calcula-
tions based on oil demand
of 104 million barrels per
day. Replenishing oil
stocks, never cheap, has
likely been made more ex-
pensive by the war.

Before the con�ict, the
European Central Bank
had estimated 2027-2028
oil prices at $63 to $64 per
barrel. That’s now risen to
an average of $65 to $75, ac-
cording to an ECB report
published in June.

At current Brent prices,
it would likely cost more
than $70 billion to replace
reserves drawn down to
mitigate Iran war supply
loss. But until that is done,
the world is operating
without a safety net in an
environment still fraught
with uncertainty.

World absorbs Iran war oil supply
loss, but depleted stocks bring risks

Hot spot: Tugboats guide the crude oil tanker Odessa after passing through Strait of Hormuz. REUTERS

Fears over gasoline and jet fuel supplies proved overblown; record storage releases, eased Chinese buying helped the market; thinned storage must

be replenished, poses risk of more price spikes; at Brent prices, it would likely cost over $70 billion to replace reserves drawn to mitigate war loss

Reuters
LONDON

Since the oil crisis of the
1970s, World Bank data
shows oil intensity — a
measure of the role oil
plays in economic
activity — has fallen by
more than half in most
advanced economies
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Markets were rattled ear-
lier this year when sugar
and ethanol company Rai-
zen sought Brazil’s largest-
ever out-of-court debt res-
tructuring at $12.5 billion.
But the company was hard-
ly alone.

Steep rates
After years of punishingly
steep interest rates —
among the world’s highest
— a growing number of Bra-
zilian companies are turn-
ing to creditors to escape
debt while avoiding the
costs of formal bankruptcy
protection proceedings.

Filings for out-of-court
restructuring have surged
from 16 in 2021 to 84 last
year, spanning sectors
from manufacturing and
mining to retail, agribusi-

ness and logistics, accord-
ing to the Brazilian Out-of-
Court Restructuring Obser-
vatory, or Obre.

So far this year, 33 com-
panies have followed the
same path.

The surge re�ects the
burden a 14.25% interest
rate has imposed on many
Brazilian companies, espe-
cially the ones that bor-
rowed heavily during the
pandemic when the
benchmark Selicrate fell to
a record-low 2%.

Legal reform aids
But it is also due to a 2020
legal reform which streng-
thened the mechanism in
Brazil, producing “a cultu-
ral shift,” said Juliana Biol-
chi, the director of Obre.

The update made out-
of-court restructurings
more �exible, allowing
companies to exclude

some creditor classes from
negotiations and encourag-
ing earlier debt talks be-
fore a court-supervised
process becomes neces-
sary, said Luiz Fabiano Sa-
ragiotto, managing partner

at Journey Capital.
In-court restructuring is

complex and costly be-
cause “it involves all credi-
tors, can limit access to �-
nancing, damage a
company’s reputation and

disrupt operations,” Sara-
giotto said.”Once a court
accepts a restructuring �l-
ing, that label tends to
stick.”

Out-of-court restructur-
ing allows distressed com-

panies to negotiate directly
with selected groups of
creditors. Once approved
by a simple majority, the
restructuring plan be-
comes binding on all credi-
tors in the a�ected classes,
preventing holdouts from
blocking the deal.

Less distress
The simplicity of the pro-
cess compared to in-court
solutions has made it “in-
creasingly associated with
less severe �nancial dis-
tress,” Biolchi said.

The mechanism gained
wider attention in Brazil in
2024 when retailer Casas
Bahia won court approval
for an out-of-court restruc-
turing covering about 4.1
billion reais ($784 million).

The plan did not a�ect
suppliers, business partn-
ers, customers, or em-
ployees, the company said.

Casas Bahia’s restructur-
ing was followed by a
string of high-pro�le cases,
including furniture retailer
Tok&Stok, also in 2024.
More recent �lings include
retail group GPA, which in
March sought court appro-
val to reorganise about 4.5
billion reais in debt.

Use across sectors
Companies in the agricul-
tural sector, currently deal-
ing with a high debt bur-
den, have also embraced
the process, under scoring
its use across industries.

Buoyed by Raizen’s
deal, companies seeking

out-of-court restructurings
have reached combined
debt exceeding 109 billion
reais in 2026, compared to
41.5 billion reais in 2024,
with markets feeling the
impact.

“Investors today are
more concerned about cre-
dit risk,” said Caio Viggia-
no, managing director for
�xed income at investment
bank Itau BBA, citing glo-
bal con�icts, high rates,
and the wave of corporate
restructurings. The num-
ber of out-of-court restruc-
turings is expected to rise
in the coming months.

Oncoclinicas, Latin
America’s largest oncology
treatment provider, is
among those considering
it, according to local media
reports and a person fami-
liar with the discussions.
Oncoclínicas declined to
comment.

More Brazil �rms go for out-of-court debt �xes on high rates
Reuters
SAO PAULO

Easing burden: Raizen sought Brazil’s largest-ever out-of-court debt rejig at $12.5 billion. REUTERS

Out-of-court
restructuring has
covered a combined
debt of more than
109 bn reais in 2026, 

French cosmetics company L’Oreal has used AI to
identify molecules in its skincare products that
can be repurposed for use in shampoo and can
now create products four times faster than
before, a senior executive told Reuters.

Consumer companies, including Nescafe
owner Nestle, Sensodyne toothpaste maker
Haleon and chocolate maker Mondelez, are using
AI in product innovation, helping them in some
cases test ingredients faster, generate recipe ideas
and address supply chain vulnerabilities,
executives said.

The push to integrate AI into product
development comes as consumer goods
companies face pressure to innovate faster and
cut costs amid shifting consumer tastes. L’Oreal,
which started using AI in its labs four years ago,
has identi�ed new molecules for beauty products
by predicting the e�ect they will have on skin and
hair, said Fabrice Megarbane, president of its
consumer products unit.

L’Oreal’s recent innovation was repurposing
molecules used in skincare products for a
shampoo that uses collagen to add lift and
fullness to hair, Megarbane said.

New bene�ts
“You can really go much faster by imagining ...
new associations of molecules and new bene�ts
of molecules,” Megarbane said at the Consumer
Goods Forum’s Global Summit in Vienna in late
June. L’Oreal CEO Nicolas Hieronimus launched a
“beauty stimulus plan” last year to spur
innovation after L’Oreal posted its slowest group
sales growth in years.

Compress product development 
Human product innovation augmented by AI is a
“game-changer” at chocolate maker Mondelez,
Chief Information and Digital O�cer Filippo
Catalano told Reuters. The technology has helped
the Cadbury and Toblerone owner speed up
processes and reimagine recipes. The �rm said AI
can create recipes, including “out-of-the-box”
ideas, which a human expert assesses.

“You can optimise how you develop your
recipes,” Catalano said, pointing to the possibility
for reduced dependency on single sourcing in
supply chains and the ability to adapt formulas to
respond to changing consumer tastes.

Mondelez’s AI tool is reducing the number of
samples typically generated through innovation,
he said. It helped develop its Gluten Free Golden
Oreo cookies and a refreshed recipe for Chips
Ahoy cookies, the �rm said. In the biscuit
category, 60% of recipes produced using its AI
tool performed better in areas such as nutrition,
sustainability and cost. “(AI capabilities are)
accelerating things you could do already, but
compressing the time from months to weeks or
years to months,” Catalano said.

From shampoo
to cookies,
consumer
products get 
AI makeover

New vistas: Bottles of L’Oreal Paris Elseve Collagen Lifter

shampoo, conditioner at a Belgium supermarket. REUTERS

Reuters
VIENNA

South Korean chipmaker
SK Hynixon Monday
launched a U.S. share sale
to raise 43 trillion won
($28.07 billion) and drew
indications of interest for
up to $7 billion from major
investors, as it capitalises
on the global AI boom with
one of the world’s largest
new share sales.

Baillie Gi�ord Overseas,
investment funds managed
by Coatue Management
and Situational Awareness
Partners have each sepa-
rately indicated interest in
buying up to a combined
$7billion worth of SK Hy-
nix’s American depositary
receipts, or ADRs, SK Hy-
nix said.

Baillie Gi�ord Overseas
declined to comment,
while Coatue Management
and Situational Awareness

Partners did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The company will sell
17.79 million new shares
through the ADRs on the
Nasdaq; 10 ADRs will re-
present one common
share and a Monday �ling
gave a reference price of
242,500 won per ADR,

based on SK Hynix’s July 3
closing price in Seoul.

Tapping AI demand
The deal comes as Asian
chip companies tap strong
global demand for AI-relat-
ed stocks. Taiwan’s Unimi-
cron Technologyis also
seeking to raise about $1.4
billion through a sale of

global depositary shares,
or shares listed overseas
that represent its local
stock.

SK Hynix’s shares ended
Monday down 3.4% at
2,343,000 won,but the
stock is still up about 260%
this year. South Korea’s
KOSPI was down 0.5% on
Monday.

Volatile memory chips
Memory chip stocks have
been volatile in recent ses-
sions due in part to re-
newed investor concerns
about how long the boom
would last.

“We are in the midst of a
memory super cycle, with
all three major suppliers -
Samsung, SK Hynix, and
Micron - riding the AI dri-
ven demand wave,” said Di
Zhou, portfolio manager at
SantaFe, New Mexico-
based Thornburg Invest-

ment Management with
$60 billion in assets. It
owns SK Hynix’s Korean
ordinary shares.

She added that SK Hy-
nix’s ADR listing was posi-
tive because it would broa-
den the company’s
investor base and poten-
tially narrow its valuation
gap with U.S. rival Micron.

“While market volatility
has been quite high recent-
ly, I would expect demand
for SK Hynix shares to re-
main relatively robust,”
said Albert Yong, a manag-
ing partner at Petra Capital
Management.

South Korea last week
unveiled a sweeping indus-
trial strategy centred on
semiconductors and AI, in-
cluding a $576 billion chip
investment programme in
the country’s southwest to
help spread returns from
the boom.

SK Hynix and Samsung
Electronics will anchor the
investment program, the
government said. South
Korean President Lee Jae
Myung on Monday ordered
o�cials to move quickly to
get to work on major chip
and AI projects announced
last week. He warned de-
lays in permits, land acqui-
sition, and securing power
and water supply could un-
dermine the country’s bid
to dominate advanced
industries.

Memory in�ation
SK Hynix has been among
the world’s largest bene�-
ciaries of the AI fervour as
it outperformed its major
rivals Samsung and Mi-
cron. “This is more than a
liquidity event,” said Dave
Mazza, the chief executive
o�cer of Roundhill Invest-
ments in New York.

SK Hynix unveils $28 bn U.S. listing on AI wave
Reuters

Full of chips: SK hynix is trying to capitalise on the global AI boom

with one of the world’s largest new share sales. REUTERS

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

14 Tuesday, July 7, 2026
ChennaiWorld

X

Lebanese state media said an Israeli drone strike on a car in the

country’s south on Monday killed four people, including three

women, despite a truce between Israel and Hezbollah. Lebanon’s

President Joseph Aoun on Monday said Israel’s occupation was

preventing the Lebanese Army’s deployment to the south. AFP

Israeli strike in south Lebanon 
kills four, including three women

BEIRUT

AFP
X

Wildfires across southern Europe forced thousands of people to flee

their homes and prompted authorities to ban spectators from

Monday’s Tour de France stage. Hundreds of firefighters are battling

blazes that have devastated more than 20,000 hectares of land

across Portugal, Spain, France, Greece and other countries. AFP

Thousands �ee homes as wild�res
continue across southern Europe

ILLE-SUR-TÊT

REUTERS
X

More than 500 people have died in the Ebola outbreak gripping the

Democratic Republic of Congo, World Health Organization figures

showed on Monday. A newly updated count showed that there have

been 1,561 confirmed cases in the DR Congo since the outbreak was

declared in mid-May, including 506 confirmed deaths. AFP

Ebola outbreak death count in
DR Congo crosses 500, says WHO 

GENEVA

AFP
X

At least eight Rohingya Muslims were killed and several others

injured on Monday after heavy monsoon rains triggered multiple

landslides at refugee camps in Bangladesh. More than 1.2 million

Rohingya live in overcrowded camps in Cox’s Bazar after fleeing a

2017 military crackdown in Buddhist-majority Myanmar. REUTERS

Landslides at Rohingya refugee
camps in Bangladesh kill eight

DHAKA

REUTERS

A
Chinese submarine
test-�red a “strateg-
ic” missile carrying

a dummy warhead into the
Paci�c Ocean on Monday,
Beijing said, drawing im-
mediate condemnation
from nations in the region.

China made the rare
show of its military might
on the same day Australia
and Fiji signed a major de-
fence treaty, bolstering
their ties as Canberra seeks
to outmanoeuvre Beijing in
the strategically important
South Paci�c.

New Zealand described
the test as involving a nu-
clear-capable “long-range
ballistic missile”, but Chi-

na’s Defence and Foreign
Ministries did not con�rm
whether an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile (ICBM)
had been used.

Monday’s test followed
two years after China’s
elite Rocket Force �red an

ICBM into the sea near
French Polynesia, its �rst
launch of such a missile ov-
er international waters in
more than 40 years.

A nuclear submarine
launched a “strategic mis-
sile carrying a training sim-

ulation warhead” at 12:01
pm (04:01 GMT), a Chinese
Navy statement said, ad-
ding that it had “accurately
land(ed) in the designated
sea area”.

Neighbours alarmed
New Zealand’s Foreign Mi-
nister Winston Peters said
the launch was carried out
“within hours” of his coun-
try being told. “The Paci�c
is an Ocean of Peace and
we are deeply concerned
by China’s testing of nu-
clear-capable weapons in-
to the South Paci�c,” Mr.
Peters said in a statement.

Australia called the
launch “destabilising”,
while Japan said it had “ex-
pressed serious concerns”
and Taiwan maintained

that China “is deliberately
demonstrating its military
might, escalating tensions
in the region”.

Russia defended Beij-
ing’s test-�ring, saying “we
believe it is the sovereign
right of China to test its
missiles” and that “China is
not threatening anyone in
the world.”

On Monday, Beijing be-
gan annual joint naval ex-
ercises with Russia o�
Qingdao, a major military
port and seaside resort in
China’s east. “The partici-
pating warships will con-
duct drills in areas such as
joint reconnaissance, air
and missile defence, as
well as training in the ac-
tual use of weapons,” state
news agency Xinhua said.

China test-�res ‘strategic’ missile in
the Paci�c, raises regional concerns

Russian missile cruiser Varyag sails into a military port in China’s

Qingdao to participate in the joint naval exercise on Sunday. AP

Beijing says ‘missile carrying a training simulation warhead’ was launched successfully; the test involved a nuclear-capable

‘long-range ballistic missile’, says New Zealand; on the same day, China began its annual joint naval exercises with Russia

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

British F-35 jets, on Mon-
day, escorted a Bear-F Rus-
sian aircraft that “repeat-
edly approached” the
U.K.’s Carrier Strike Group
in the Norwegian Sea and
dropped sonobuoys near
the aircraft carrier, accord-
ing to the U.K.’s Ministry of
Defence (MoD). 

The incident occurred
on the eve of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organiza-
tion’s (NATO) military al-
liance’s  annual summit,
scheduled to be held from
July 7-8 in Turkiye’s capital
Ankara.

The Bear-F passed at
“low altitude and unneces-
sarily close” to HMS Prince
of Wales (part of the �eet),
dropping a large number
of sonobuoys in “close
proximity” to the carrier,
according to the U.K. MoD.

“The Russian aircraft was
intercepted and escorted
by two U.K. F-35 jets from
HMS Prince of Wales until it
left the area,” the state-
ment said.

Sonobuoys are devices
using sonar to detect
submarines.

NATO’s Arctic Sentry
The Carrier Strike Group is
deployed in the region as
part of NATO’s Arctic Sen-

try, part of the alliance’s
military posture in the Arc-
tic and High North.

U.K. Defence Secretary
Dan Jarvis and Iceland’s
Foreign Minister, Thorger-
dur Katrin Gunnarsdottir,
had visited HMS Prince of
Wales over the weekend. 

Mr. Jarvis is reportedly
hoping to stay on in his
post if Andy Burnham
takes the reins at No.10
Downing Street.

British jets intercept Russian
aircraft over Norwegian Sea
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Air incident: A British Royal Navy F-35B fighter plane intercepts a

Russian Tupolev ‘Bear-F’ aircraft over the Norwegian Sea. AFP

Russia unleashed waves of
missiles and drones at Uk-
raine on Monday killing at
least 21 people, authorities
said.

Fifteen people were
killed in capital Kyiv, which
was Russia’s main target,
and 56 were injured, ac-
cording to administrative
o�cials. Another six peo-
ple were killed in the wider
Kyiv region and 21 were in-
jured, according to emer-
gency o�cials.

Moscow has stepped up

strikes on Kyiv in retalia-
tion for Ukraine’s recent
long-range strikes, accord-
ing to the Russian Defence
Ministry. Those attacks
have caused severe fuel
shortages and put pressure
on President Vladimir
Putin.

All of the ballistic mis-
siles launched by Russia
struck their targets, under-
scoring Kyiv’s need for
more U.S.-made Patriot in-
terceptor missiles — a point
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy will likely
reiterate at a NATO summit
in Ankara this week.

21 killed in Russian
missile and drone
attacks on Ukraine
Associated Press
KYIV

Palestinian group Hamas
announced on Monday the
dissolution of the body
that has governed the Gaza
Strip for nearly two de-
cades, clearing the way for
a technocratic committee
to implement civilian rule. 

The move marks a sig-
ni�cant political shift by
Hamas, which has run Ga-
za since taking over from
Palestinian movement Fa-
tah in 2007 after winning
legislative elections.

“The head of the go-

vernment’s emergency
committee Mohammed al-
Farra has o�cially submit-
ted his resignation,” said Is-
mail al-Thawabta, head of
Hamas’s government me-
dia o�ce. 

“He has also decided to
dissolve the committee to
facilitate transition to the
National Committee for the
Administration of Gaza
(NCAG),” he added. 

The NCAG was created
by the Board of Peace that
U.S. President Donald
Trump established when
he brokered the Hamas-Is-
rael truce in October 2025.

Hamas will dissolve
governing body in
Gaza: group o�cial
Agence France-Presse
GAZA CITY Vast crowds gathered for

the funeral procession of
Iran’s slain Supreme Lead-
er Ali Khamenei in Tehran
on Monday, with authori-
ties estimating millions
were on the streets in num-
bers that could rival those
of his predecessor’s fare-
well nearly four decades
ago.

After lying in state for
two days at Tehran’s Grand
Mosalla religious complex,
the body of Khamenei —
who was killed on the �rst
day of war in West Asia on
February 28 — began its

journey through the capi-
tal accompanied by mas-
sive crowds. 

Flower petals covered
the co�n as it made its way
along the streets.

Authorities are hoping
to avoid a repeat of the
chaos that marred the 1989
funeral of Khamenei’s pre-
decessor Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, which drew

an estimated 10 million pe-
ople, according to state
news agency IRNA.

Tehran’s airspace was
closed on Monday. 

Mourners marched
through the streets waving
the �ags of Iran and the Le-
banese militant group Hez-
bollah, as well as red �ags
symbolising revenge. 

Monday’s procession
will be followed by similar
events in the clerical hub
of Qom on Tuesday and in
Iraq’s holy cities of Najaf
and Karbala on Wednes-
day, culminating in Kha-
menei’s burial in his home-
town of Mashhad on
Thursday.

Millions throng streets of Tehran as
Khamenei funeral procession begins
Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Crowd of mourners surround the convoy carrying the co�ins of 

Ali Khamenei and members of his family in Tehran on Monday. AFP

Britain on Monday un-
veiled sanctions against se-
ven Russian scientists and
two research labs said to
have helped develop
chemical weapons used in
two attacks.

The sanctions target
those involved in develop-
ing the Novichok nerve
agent used in a 2018 attack
on a former Russian spy
hiding in England and a
chemical believed to have
fatally poisoned Russian
Opposition activist Alexei
Navalny in Siberia in 2024.

“These new measures
directly hit two leading
scienti�c research centres
and key individuals in-
volved in the development
and production of toxic
chemicals,” the U.K. Fo-
reign Ministry said in a
statement.

Russian agents have

been accused of poisoning
of former Russian spy Ser-
gei Skripal and his daught-
er in the southern city of
Salisbury in March 2018 us-
ing the Soviet-developed
nerve agent Novichok.

The Salisbury attack
caused an international
outcry and prompted a
mass expulsion of Russian
diplomats by Western na-
tions. The Skripals sur-
vived, but a British woman
died later after her partner
picked up a discarded per-
fume bottle believed to
have been used to carry
the Novichok.

Navalny, an anti-corrup-
tion campaigner who ral-

lied hundreds of thou-
sands to the streets in
protest at the Russian lea-
dership, was President Vla-
dimir Putin’s �ercest dom-
estic opponent for years.
He died in an Arctic prison
colony in February 2024
while serving a 19-year
sentence.

“Russia’s repeated use
of chemical weapons is a
sickening violation of inter-
national law and a direct
threat to global security,”
British Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper said.

The institutions hit were
SC Signal, a Russian state
scienti�c research institute
and GNIII VM, the coun-
try’s Scienti�c Research
and Testing Institute for
Military Medicine.

The individuals who
were sanctioned included
directors and technical
specialists at the two re-
search institutes, accord-
ing to the Foreign Ministry.

Sanctions target
those involved in
developing nerve
agent, chemicals used
on a former spy and
an Opposition leader

Britain sanctions Russians
behind chemical attacks
Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Damascus calling

Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani welcomes French President Emmanuel Macron after he arrived in Damascus on Monday for the

first visit by a major Western leader since rebels led by President Ahmed al-Sharaa toppled Bashar al-Assad in 2024. Syrian state news

agency SANA described the visit as “a pivotal step in the process of restoring Syria’s international presence”. AFP

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu on Mon-
day urged the United
States not to sell its F-35
�ghter jets or components
to Turkiye, arguing it
would “upset the power
balance” in the region.

U.S. President Donald
Trump travels later on
Monday to Turkiye capital
Ankara for a NATO sum-
mit, and his visit is seen by
the Turks as an opportuni-
ty to secure readmission to
the F-35 jet programme. 

The Israeli leader
warned it would be a mis-
take for Washington to re-
ward Turkish President Er-
dogan, whom Mr.
Netanyahu said “calls
openly for the annihilation
of Israel,” with advanced
military technology.

Netanyahu
urges U.S. not
to sell F-35 
jets to Turkiye

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON
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T
he Secretary Gen-
eral of the North
Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganisation (NATO), Mark
Rutte, is expected to insist
at this week’s summit of
the military alliance that
member states are keeping
their promise to boost de-
fence spending. Yet pro-
gress has been uneven and
the push is already stretch-
ing some national budgets.

Under pressure from
U.S. President Donald
Trump, members of the
32-country military pact
agreed at last year’s sum-
mit to boost defence
spending to 5% of GDP by
2035 — just over double the
overall level for European
states and Canada in 2025.

But since then, two
camps have emerged: one
is led by Germany and the
mostly Nordic and eastern
European nations which
have found the �scal space
to raise spending; in the
other are several big
players struggling to do the
same.

“The U.K. is not manag-
ing, for example. France is
not and Italy is not either,”
Guntram Wol�, senior fel-
low at the Bruegel econom-
ics think tank, said of the
three largest economies in
Europe behind Germany.

NATO says its European
members plus Canada
spent an extra $90 billion
on defence in real terms
last year compared to 2024
as they seek to raise core

military spending to 3.5%
of GDP by 2035 with a
further 1.5% GDP on secur-
ity-related items. 

New spendings
Before the summit, Mr.
Rutte has stressed that last
year’s new spend amounts
to a bigger $139 billion tally
in nominal terms and that
there is a “strong commit-
ment” to hit the combined
5% target on time.

Germany will use a rule
change exempting defence
items from strict borrow-
ing limits to double its
spending to over $228 bil-
lion between now and
2030, according to a bud-

get draft seen by Reuters
ahead of a cabinet review
on Monday.

Poland, Lithuania, and
Estonia — countries where
the perception of the
threat posed by Russia is at
its sharpest — are already
well on their way to
making the new targets,
with Warsaw notably hav-
ing devoted 4.3% of GDP to
defence last year.

Elsewhere the push fac-
es political and �scal road-
blocks. 

Budget challenges
Britain last week an-
nounced plans for an extra
$20 of defence spending,

partly funded by cuts el-
sewhere. But it emerged
that one-third was still un-
funded, creating an early
budget challenge for the
likely new Prime Minister
Andy Burnham.

More fundamentally,
the plan was criticised by
Opposition politicians and
former military chiefs for
failing to set out when de-
fence spending would
reach 3% of GDP, on the
way to meeting Britain’s
NATO commitment to
spend 3.5% of GDP by
2035. 

“Defence spending will
likely remain one of the
biggest �scal pressures fac-

ing the U.K. in the medium
term,” said Max Warner,
senior research economist
at the Institute for Fiscal
Studies, a think tank.

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni is due to tell
the summit that Rome,
despite one of Europe’s lar-
gest debt burdens,will lift
core and non-core defence
spending to 2.8% of GDP in
2026, roughly 0.71 percen-
tage point higher than last
year. 

Election pressure
But with higher military
spending unpopular with
many voters ahead of next
year’s national elections,
most of the increase will
come from domestic secur-
ity spending such as police
duties.

Plans detailed by France
in April would lift its de-
fence spending to 2.5% of
GDP by the end of the de-
cade from about 2% now,
even as it attempts to bring
its overall de�cit into line
with euro area rules — a
tough budget goal as it
heads towards next year’s
presidential elections.

Spain’s socialist govern-
ment, meanwhile, is not
seen budging from its refu-
sal to spend more than
2.1% of GDP on defence,
with new resources set to
be heavily skewed towards
technologies with civil ap-
plications. Elsewhere, NA-
TO o�cials have queried
the assertion of three
countries — Czech Repu-
blic, Slovenia, and Albania
— that they had met the old

alliance target of 2% of GDP
and asked them to review
and re-submit their spend-
ing �gures. 

‘Credible commitment’
“For us, the challenge is to
ensure that allies remain
on the credible path to-
wards that 3.5% commit-
ment, if you keep on
bumping along at 2%, then
you’re not on the credible
path,” a senior NATO o�-
cial said.

Bruegel’s Mr. Wol� not-
ed that, unlike at last year’s
summit in the Hague, Eu-
ropean leaders can look
Mr. Trump in the eye and
argue they have stepped
up to shoulder the burden
of a Ukrainian war e�ort
that has shown it is able to
resist Russian advances.

Still, even if European
publics may be starting to
accept that more money
should go on the military,
some observers argue that
arms suppliers will need to
be convinced that govern-
ment defence spending
will remain high before
they make the investment
needed to increase their
capacity.

“There has been a be-
fore Trump, and there will
be an after Trump, so this
5% target can change any
time,” said Ana Boata,
head of economic research
at Allianz Trade. “So I think
there is a bit of scepticism
from European defence
companies to actually
ramp up investments in or-
der to ramp up produc-
tion,” she said.

NATO push to raise defence spending
strains European members’ budgets 

NATO chief Mark Rutte in Ankara, Turkiye on Monday ahead of the leaders’ summit . REUTERS

Under pressure from U.S. President Trump, members of the 32-country military pact had agreed at last year’s summit to boost defence spending to

5% of GDP by 2035; But opposing camps have emerged since then of nations with �scal space to raise spending and those struggling to do the same

Reuters
LONDON

Across East Africa’s coast, �sherfolk are increas-
ingly turning to tourism, ecosystem restoration,
and other conservation-based businesses, rein-
venting their relationship with the sea as climate
change, over�shing, and declining ocean health
threaten their livelihoods.

In Kenya, women are turning restored man-
grove forests into sources of income through bee-
keeping and ecotourism. In Tanzania’s Zanzibar
archipelago, �shing communities are protecting
coral reefs through locally managed closures. In
Mozambique, sea grass restoration is creating jobs
while reviving marine habitats. Together, these ef-
forts are rede�ning resilience, not as leaving the
ocean behind, but as restoring it while building
enduring livelihoods. “Communities that depend
on the ocean are also its best stewards,” said An-
dreane Martel, project director for a conservation
programme dubbed ReSea. “When local people,
especially women, lead conservation, they pro-
tect biodiversity while creating more resilient and
inclusive livelihoods.”

Mangroves, coral reefs, sea grass meadows and
nearshore �sheries provide food, protect coas-
tlines from storms and store vast amounts of car-
bon. But those ecosystems are imperiled by
warming oceans, pollution, habitat loss and over-
�shing. “Coastal communities are on the fron-
tlines of climate change and declining ocean
health, but they are also among the strongest driv-
ers of resilience,” said Jerry Mang’ena, co-founder
and executive director of Action for Ocean, a Tan-
zania-based organization that restores mangroves
along its coastline.

East African women
adapt livelihoods 
to changing oceans 

The highly beneficial coastal ecosystems are imperiled by

warming oceans, pollution, and overfishing. AFP

Associated Press
MALINDI

The Donald Trump admi-
nistration in the U.S. is
planning to open a 528-bed
holding facility for migrant
families and unaccompa-
nied children next to an
airport hub, positioning it-
self to speed up
deportations.

The location in Alexan-
dria, Louisiana, would re-
move logistical headaches
caused by wrangling chil-
dren from foster homes
and shelters across the
country and not having
anywhere to keep them
during �nal preparations
for �ight. Those obstacles
were apparent last year
when Guatemalan children
were awoken at night and
given almost no time to get
to Harlingen, Texas, where
they waited on an airport

tarmac for hours.
A federal judge prevent-

ed their deportation, but
the chaotic episode illus-
trated the challenges auth-
orities face because they
do not have anywhere to
put families and children
near the airport. U.S. Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) is calling

the Alexandria facility a
“staging area,” not a deten-
tion centre, and says peo-
ple would only be there a
few days at most.

However, several immi-
gration advocates ex-
pressed concern that chil-
dren could be held at the
new facility for weeks or
months, which happened

at other federal immigra-
tion holding sites. These
advocates are also con-
cerned about oversight,
and say the facility repre-
sents a departure from
how the government man-
ages those children.

Unaccompanied chil-
dren who are in the U.S.
without parents or close
relatives are not taken to
facilities overseen by ICE.
Instead, the law says they
must be swiftly placed in
the care of state-licensed
shelters and foster care
programmes.

Instead, the facility
would be run by a nonpro-
�t arm of LaSalle Correc-
tions, a private prison con-
tractor, according to Ralph
Hennessy, executive direc-
tor of the England Airpark
Authority. He said it could
be operational as early as
August.

U.S. plans new ICE facility that could
speed up deportations of children
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS

Activists have expressed concerns over the new facility noting that it

represents a departure from how migrant children are managed. AP

Bill Hillmann has been
gored three times while
running with the bulls in
Spain, but he would not
miss this year’s San Fermin
festival for anything. 

It marks the 100th anni-
versary of the publication
of Ernest Hemingway ’s
book The Sun Also Rises
that launched the future
Nobel Laureate to literary
fame and put Pamplona on
the map for millions of pe-
ople around the world.

On Monday, the festival
kicked o� with a �rework
blast over a jam-packed
plaza. The �rst of eight bull
runs is on Tuesday.

Hemingway’s 1926 novel
captivated generations of

readers with its tale of
American and British bo-
hemians trying to �ll some
inner void with the distrac-
tions of exotic travel, vast
quantities of alcohol, and
the anguishing pursuit of
impossible love.

Its success established
The Sun Also Rises as a cor-
nerstone of the American
literary canon, right up
there with F. Scott Fitzger-
ald’s The Great Gatsby. 

It also popularised the
term “lost generation” to
describe the tight-knit
group of early 20th-centu-
ry writers expatriated in
Paris and Hemingway’s
terse style forever changed
American literature. 

Mr. Hillmann, who hails
from Chicago, was 19 when
Hemingway’s vivid depic-

tion of the bull running fes-
tival �rst enthralled him,
especially descriptions of
average Spaniards risking
their lives sprinting
through the streets to
guide the bulls to the bull
ring during the nine-day
festival. 

“I sat there for about six
hours, well past midnight,
reading the book,” Mr. Hill-
mann, 44, said in Pamplo-
na as he looked down on
the pen where the bulls are
held before being set free
on the cobblestoned route.
“And by the time I was
done with that book, I was
going to be a writer and I
was going to be a bull run-
ner.” 

Since that literary en-
counter, Mr. Hillmann has
run with the bulls in Spain

hundreds of times, count-
ing both his trips to Pam-
plona and his participation
in dozens more bull runs in
other Spanish towns. His
infatuation with Heming-
way and Pamplona has
never waned, even though
he nearly died one time
that he was gored by a bull

up that he was once there.
Outside the Pamplona bull
ring, which also has a sta-
tue of the writer, a huge
banner hangs in honour of
the novel, including a qu-
ote that shows how the fes-
tival left the writer speech-
less: “At noon of Sunday,
the 6th of July, the �esta ex-
ploded. There is no other
way to describe it.”

Hemingway’s local lega-
cy, however, is mixed.

Beside a feminist cri-
tique of his hyper mascu-
line public persona, He-
mingway has drawn
criticism from the animal
rights movement for his
praise of bull�ghters. In
The Sun Also Rises, he
spills far more ink on de-
scriptions of their bravery
than on the bull runs.

“There is a lot of energy,
a lot of excitement around
just remembering that
book and the impact that it
has had,” said Mr. Ander-
son, himself a lifelong He-
mingway fan.

He spoke in Pamplona’s
art deco Café Iruña, which
features heavily as a drink-
ing spot in The Sun Also
Rises and today houses a
life-size statue of Heming-
way bellying up to the bar.

And Mr. Anderson, with
his thick white beard, is so-
mething of a Hemingway
look-alike. Local Spaniards
often call out to him: “Pa-
pa!” – a nickname for their
adopted hero.

Hemingway is etched in-
to the landscape of Pam-
plona. Hotels and bars
have busts of him or signs

who run at the San Fermin
festival.

In 2022, 16% of the bull
runners were Americans,
the largest percentage
among foreigners and four
times more than those
from neighbouring France,
according to Pamplona’s
City Hall.

Dallas-based tour opera-
tor Bruce Anderson,
whose company ‘Running
Of The Bulls’ has helped
thousands of Americans at-
tend San Fermin over the
years, says that Heming-
way’s work made the fes-
tival a bucket-list destina-
tion. 

This year, his company
is bringing 1,400 people to
the festival, with over two-
thirds from the United
States.

horn.
Mr. Hillmann is just one

of many Americans in-
spired to travel to Spain to
see the festival �rsthand.
While running with bulls is
a cherished local custom
for Spanish daredevils,
Americans are still the
leading group of foreigners

Hemingway’s masterpiece on Spain’s bull runs turns 100 with its allure intact
Associated Press
PAMPLONA

Bullish culture: Revellers run alongside fighting bulls during the

previous San Fermín festival in Pamplona, Spain in July 2025. AP

Floating childhood

Makeshift pool: Displaced Palestinian children take respite from the summer heat in a water tank near buildings destroyed during the

Israeli o�ensive in Gaza City on Monday. REUTERS

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0
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Belgium coach Rudi Garcia mocked FIFA’s decision to suspend USA

striker Folarin Balogun’s red card. “I didn’t know that in the o�ices

of FIFA the fifth of July was the first of April in Europe. The Belgian

federation does not defend itself. It is defending football in general.

It’s the first time in the World Cup that there is this kind of decision.”

Belgium coach mocks FIFA’s call 
to suspend Balogun red card

UNFAIR

AFP
X

US President Donald Trump said he asked FIFA chief Gianni

Infantino to review a red-card foul against USA’s Folarin Balogun.

“All I did was ask for a review, because I didn’t think it was a foul... I

think the referee’s call was horrible. I didn’t tell them what to do. I

can’t tell them what to do,” he said.

Trump reveals he asked FIFA chief
Infantino to review Balogun’s foul

POLITICAL INTERVENTION?

FILE PHOTO
X

I’ve just been singing... I can’t really talk. The occasion, the team,

everything against us, and we found a way. The referee gave a lot

against us. In the end, it didn’t matter, so I’m happy — England

captain Harry Kane after the 3-2 victory over co-host Mexico at the

Azteca Stadium on Sunday.

We found a way despite everything
going against us: England’s Kane

RESILIENT

AP 
X

I can imagine everyone’s together. And that’s the thing I dream of

being a part of this England squad, bringing my country together,

giving them nights like this that they’ll enjoy hopefully for many

years to come. What we’ve done is spectacular — Jude Bellingham,

who scored a brace in Sunday’s 3-2 win over Mexico.

What we’ve done is spectacular:
Bellingham after thrilling win

RALLYING TOGETHER

AFP

Few bonds in the world are
formed as quickly as the
one between an eager au-
dience and an exciting
sportsperson. 

It is like love at �rst
sight, with the infatuation
deep from the very �rst
encounter.

Jasmine Paolini expe-
rienced this �rst hand
when she made a mesme-
rising run to the Wimble-
don �nal in 2024, with the
Italian’s bubbly demea-
nour and clear-cut strokes
instantly endearing her to
the populace in south west
London.

On Monday, in her �rst
match on Centre Court
since that bitter-sweet af-
ternoon, Paolini re-esta-

blished the connection
and rode on the rekindled
a�ection to beat Alexandra
Eala 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. In the
quarter�nals, she will meet
Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk.

Eala, 21, was coming in-
to the match on the back of
a stunning triumph over
defending champion Iga
Swiatek. The Filipino’s
�eet-footed tennis and her
inspiring back story had
made her a fan favourite
over the past week.

But the crowd at the All
England Club did not quite
supplant Paolini with Eala
but made space for both,
cheering dispassionately
for over two hours and 20
minutes.

This spirit was exhibited
even by Roger Federer,
who had joined fellow
greats such as Billie Jean
King in the royal box, and
it was duly acknowledged
by a chu�ed Paolini in her

post-match speech.
Much of the contest was

up and down. Paolini
raced to a 4-1 lead, break-
ing to 3-1 with a �ne down-
the-line backhand and
then holding with a crisp
volley.

But the World No. 17
wobbled in her two subse-
quent service games, and
managed to erase two
break-points only because
of her spin-heavy second
serve which Eala was un-
able to handle.

A break to 4-5 did even-
tually arrive for Eala fol-
lowing two forehand er-
rors by Paolini, but she
duly handed the initiative
back and lost the set 4-6.

The second stanza fol-
lowed a similar pattern,
but with roles reversed. Ea-
la displayed nerves of steel
to claw her way back from
0-40 down to hold to 5-3,
and she restored parity at
one set apiece not long
after.

In the decider, there
were errors galore and
they were mostly from Ea-
la’s racquet. The most con-
sequential of the lot ar-
rived in the eighth game

when the World No. 32
dumped a double fault to
give Paolini a break-point,
and followed it up with a
backhand that sailed long.

Paolini, who also
reached the Roland-Garros
�nal in 2024, did not miss
the invitation to put the tie
to rest. The 30-year-old did
fall 0-30 behind, but a
thunderous ace down the
‘T’ brought the anxiety
down and helped her past
the �nish line.

“Stepping on these
courts is something spe-
cial,” Paolini said later. “It
was a great atmosphere
and I feel so lucky.

“I have not played many
matches [of late], and after
the �rst set of the �rst
round [which I lost 6-0], I
was like okay: can only go
better. Point by point, and
game by game, I am work-
ing my way back. I am get-
ting better,” she added.

Paolini ends Eala’s fairytale run, sets up last-eight clash with Kostyuk 
WIMBLEDON 

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

I
n New Jersey, where
The Sopranos taught
pop culture to prefer

its stories tense, bruising
and never entirely clean,
Brazil’s round-of-16 match
against Norway on Sunday
felt suitably local. Carlo An-
celotti’s side had the pedi-
gree, the glamour and the
heavier billing, but it was
left beaten 2-1 by Erling
Haaland’s second-half dou-
ble that sent the Scandina-
vians into the World Cup
quarter�nals for the �rst
time.

There were three pock-
ets of red around the right-
end goal in an otherwise
rolling wave of scarf-wav-
ing canary yellow, but the
Norwegians, belting out
‘Viking Row’, were still
loud enough to make
themselves heard. 

Brazil was handed a
route into the contest
when Matheus Cunha was
brought down by Kristo�er
Ajer in the box, with VAR
reversing the referee’s ori-
ginal decision. Bruno

Guimaraes stepped up, but
after a stuttering run,
drove his e�ort too close to
Orjan Nyland, who read it
right and pushed it away
with a �rm hand.

Much to the surprise of
those inside the stadium,
Norway enjoyed the
healthier share of posses-
sion — close to 70% in the
opening quarter — as Brazil
clearly missed the injured
Lucas Paqueta’s ability to
stitch the game together.

Haaland �nally found a
sight of goal in the 37th mi-
nute when Antonio Nusa
whipped a ball in from the
left, but the striker’s side-
footed hook lacked both
power and direction to
trouble Alisson Becker.
Soon after, Vinicius Junior
pounced on a rare Norwe-
gian lapse and �red in a
snapshot from the left, but
Nyland threw his frame
across the angle like a
nightclub doorman shut-
ting out trouble.

In the dying moments of
the half, two Brazilian de-
fenders lost a jostling
match with Haaland and
the loose ball dropped in-
vitingly for Martin Ode-
gaard. His shot, however,
was smothered by the on-

rushing Alisson. 
On the hour mark, a

sharp release from Vinicius
down the left sent the new-
ly introduced Endrick
clear on goal. The teenag-
er, though, �icked his �n-
ish wide with just Nyland
to beat.

Neymar’s �rst appea-
rance of the World Cup in
the 68th minute drew a
roar from the stands.

Instead, the break-
through came for Norway.
In the 79th minute, An-
dreas Schjelderup bent in a
cross from the left and
Haaland stole half a yard
on Gabriel to head past
Alisson for the opener. 

Any hope of a Brazilian
turnaround was extin-
guished soon enough. Haa-
land gathered the ball out-
side the box and drove a
left-footed shot through
Danilo’s legs and beyond
Alisson into the far corner.

Deep in stoppage time,
Brazil was awarded anoth-
er penalty after Leo Osti-
gard elbowed Casemiro in
the box. Neymar stepped
up to score, ending a
1,030-day wait for a nation-
al-team goal, but the strike
came too late to alter the
outcome.

Norway in dreamland 
First strike: Haaland, right, outwits Gabriel in an aerial duel to hand Norway the lead. AFP

Haaland’s brace secures the Scandinavians a maiden quarter�nal berth

and knocks Brazil out; Guimaraes misses a penalty early in the �rst half

FIFA WORLD CUP

Ayon Sengupta
NEW YORK

Ten-man England weath-
ered a Mexico storm at the
Azteca Stadium on Sunday
to reach the World Cup
quarter�nals for the third
straight time. The Thomas
Tuchel-coached side
notched up a rip-roaring
3-2 victory over the co-
host, thanks to a Jude Bel-
lingham brace and Harry
Kane penalty.

England made it hard
for itself and handed the
battling Mexico its �rst
World Cup defeat at the
iconic venue to set up a
last-eight clash with Nor-
way. Mexico had lost only
two competitive games at
Azteca in 89 matches since
1966, but England de-
served to make it three.

After the game was de-
layed by an hour due to
thunderstorms, Mexico at-
tacked from the start and
was backed by its fanatical
support, who raised the de-
cibel level compared to the
previous matches. En-
gland, however, held �rm
to take the sting out of the
game.

Bellingham put England
ahead with a diving header
from Bukayo Saka’s �ne

cross past the half-hour
mark. The mid�elder made
it 2-0 within two minutes as
another break down the
right saw captain Harry
Kane set up Bellingham.

The Mexican crowd
came up with chants of
“Yes we can”, and their
players responded when li-
vewire winger Julian Qui-
nones volleyed home in-
side the box after a
scramble following a
free-kick.

The co-host got further
encouragement after the
break when England defen-
der Jarell Quansah was sent
o� for a rash challenge. The
visitor kept its cool,
though, and after Anthony
Gordon was fouled by the
’keeper on the hour, Kane
calmly scored from the
spot. Just as England
looked to enjoy some

breathing space, Kane gave
away a penalty after a VAR
review and Raul Jimenez
stepped up to make it 3-2.
With just over 20 minutes
to go, England had its backs
to the wall and had to dig
deep to keep the Mexicans
at bay.

Despite giving up most
of the possession, it hung
on for a famous victory in
the last match of this World
Cup in Mexico.

It was England’s �rst vi-
sit to the famous stadium
since it lost to Argentina in
the 1986 quarter�nals
when Diego Maradona’s in-
famous ‘Hand of God’ goal
and mazy dribble through
a hapless defence sank
Bobby Robson’s side.

‘Ten’acious England surfs 
over the Mexican wave

Jude’s day out: An unmarked Bellingham punishes Mexico with a pin-point header. AFP

Reuters
MEXICO CITY

Brazil superstar Neymar
indicated on Sunday that
his international career
was over after the �ve-time
World Cup winning team-
went out of the tourna-
ment in the last 16 at the
hands of Norway.

Neymar came on as a
late substitute at the Met-
Life Stadium and scored a
penalty deep in injury
time, but that was a mere
consolation after Brazil lost
1-2.

The 34-year-old is Bra-
zil’s all-time top scorer,
and, ironically, he got his
�rst goal for his country in
the same stadium, in a 2-0
win against the United
States back in 2010.

“I tried and I tried. Now
it’s over. It began here, and
it ends here,” Neymar said
in a brief exchange with a
journalist from Brazil’s Glo-
bo Esporte after the game.

He collapsed in tears
when the �nal whistle
went, and had to be con-
soled by teammates.

Worn down by injuries
in recent years, the former
Barcelona and Paris Saint-
Germain player, now back
at �rst club Santos, was a
surprise inclusion in Carlo
Ancelotti’s Brazil squad for
the World Cup.

Neymar
con�rms his
Brazil career
is over 

Agence France-Presse
EAST RUTHERFORD

Neymar. REUTERS

Round of 16: Brazil 1 (Neymar
90+10-pen) lost to Norway 2
(Haaland 79, 90). 
Mexico 2 (Quinones 42, Jimenez
69-pen) lost to England 3
(Bellingham 36, 38, Kane 60-pen).

THE RESULTS

�

Both Argentina and Egypt
needed 120 draining mi-
nutes to survive their open-
ing knockout ties and had
barely four days to recover
before meeting for a place
in the World Cup quarter�-
nals. For Argentina, that
short turnaround has come
with a little more anxiety
after Lionel Scaloni’s side
came within minutes of a
seismic upset before edg-
ing Cabo Verde 3-2 after ex-
tra-time. Egypt, mean-
while, is here after beating
Australia 4-2 (1-1 after extra-
time) on penalties.

Scaloni did not hide his
frustration with the sche-
duling after the win in Mia-
mi. “Now to rest. I don’t
know how the World Cup is
made but we had six days,
and now we have three and
a half. When you need the
rest the most, you have the
least.” The Latin American
team’s discomfort with
physicality will encourage
Hossam Hassan’s Egypt.
“We aren’t focusing on
Messi,” assistant coach
Ibrahim Hassan said.
“They might have Messi,
but we have Mohamed Sa-
lah, and we have 26 Messis
of our own.”

Argentina will try to
reassert mid�eld control
and might bring in Leandro
Paredes. Egypt will sit in a
compact block and wait for
moments to release Mo-
hamed Salah and Omar
Marmoush into the spaces.
Ahmed El Fotouh, Karim
Hafez and Mohamed Ab-
delmonem are racing
against time to recover
from knocks, while Argen-
tina might bring back Nico-
las Taglia�co. Scaloni is ex-
pected to keep faith with
the same core, but after 120
exhausting minutes, Atlan-
ta may reveal whether Fri-
day was a stumble or the
�rst real crack in the cham-
pions’ defence.

Match starts at 9.30 p.m.
IST today.

The time has
come for
Messi vs. Salah 

Ayon Sengupta

�

This was England’s first visit to
Azteca since it lost to Argentina in
the 1986 quarterfinals when
Maradona’s infamous ‘Hand of
God’ goal and mazy dribble
through a hapless defence sank
Robson’s side
Kane etched his name into FIFA
World Cup history by becoming
the first English player to both
score and concede a penalty in
the same match

Fourth round: Men: 9-Cobolli
(Ita) bt 5-de Minaur (Aus) 7-5, 7-6
(4), 6-3; 1-Sinner (Ita) bt
Mochizuki (Jpn) 6-3, 7-6(0), 6-3;
Stru� (Ger) bt Hurkacz (Pol) 3-6,
6-7(5), 7-6(2), 7-5, 4-2, retd.;
3-Auger-Aliassime (Can) bt
22-Fokina (Esp) 6-7(4), 7-6(6), 6-3,
6-7(2), 6-1.
Women: 9-Noskova (Cze) bt
26-Keys (USA) 6-4, 7-6(2);
13-Paolini (Ita) bt 29-Eala (Phi)
6-4, 4-6, 6-3; 12-Kostyuk (Ukr) bt
Krueger (USA) 6-4, 6-4.
25-Mertens (Bel) bt 21-Bouzkova
(Cze) 6-4, 6-4; 7-Gau� (USA) bt
11-Bencic (Sui) 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Fallen seeds: Men: 5-de Minaur,
22-Fokina. Women: 11-Bencic,
26-Keys, 29-Eala.

THE RESULTS
�

Marching on: Paolini overcame a mid-match wobble to put paid to Eala’s hopes. AFP
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West Indies was 318 for four in reply to Sri
Lanka’s �rst innings total of 549 for nine declared
at stumps on the third day of the second and �nal
Test at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua
on Sunday.

The scores: Sri Lanka 549/9 decl. in 139.3 overs vs. West
Indies 318/4 in 111 overs (John Campbell 72, Shai Hope 86
batting, Justin Greaves 85 batting).

Hope and Greaves combine
well in Windies’ spirited reply

INBRIEF
�

Tottenham Hotspur on Monday announced the
signing of Italy mid�elder Sandro Tonali from
fellow Premier League club Newcastle United in a
reported deal that could go up to a club record
£100 million ($133.4 million). The 26-year-old has
joined the north London side on a three-year
contract. “I spoke to the head coach (Roberto De
Zerbi) for close to two hours about the club, the
fans, the stadium and our football. It was like
magic,” said Tonali.

Tottenham signs mid�elder
Tonali from Newcastle

E
ngland is gorgeous-
ly, soothingly green.

Trees, parks,
meadows, vast farmlands
that never seem to end.
You won’t want to take
your eyes o� the side-view,
be it you are travelling on
the road or on the rail.
Hardly surprising then that
this country has produced
the likes of Wordsworth,
Keats and Coleridge.

There has, however,
been a terrible heatwave
that could have given a run
to Chennai for its money.
And it could be pretty
warm over the next one
week, too. But it still may
not be hotter than the form
Australia showed right
through the Women’s T20
World Cup, which came to
a predictable end in front
of a full house at Lord’s on
Sunday.

They had called it the
most open World Cup yet.
England, New Zealand,
South Africa and India be-
gan as genuine contenders,
yes. But once the tourna-

ment started, and once
those magni�cent Austra-
lian women, sporting
green instead of the usual
yellow, stepped on to the
�eld and steamrolled the
opposition, it became
more and more obvious
that they were playing
their cricket on a di�erent
level than the rest.

England seemed the

team best equipped to
challenge them. The host
had a sharp attack, predo-
minantly spin but there
was also the pace of Lau-
ren Bell, the top-order led
by Danni Wyatt-Hodge was
�ring, and even a less than
fully-�t captain Nat Sciver-
Brunt was always ready to
come up with a superwo-
man e�ort.

But, England was only
second best. The Austra-
lians showed that in no un-
certain terms in the �nal.
When they reduced En-
gland to 150 for four, it was
virtually the game over:
even a target of over 200
wouldn’t have been
beyond the reach of a po-
werful batting line-up that
was almost as endless as

the farmlands in England.
It was Beth Mooney, af-

ter a spectacular show be-
hind the stumps, that led
the chase. Ellyse Perry,
Ashleigh Gardner and
Mooney are players who
were also parts of an even
greater Australian side that
had women like Meg Lan-
ning and Alyssa Healy.
Make no mistake, Sophie

Molineux’s side too is a
great one, and youngsters
like Phoebe Litch�eld and
Georgia Voll have made the
transition look as if there
was no transition at all, just
a change of personnel.

That meant the Aussies
were never stretched in the
seven games they played at
the World Cup. India in the
last group match gave
them at least 171 to chase,
which was accomplished
with just one over to spare.
That is what the score-
board would tell you; Aus-
tralia, thanks to a remarka-
ble Perry-Gardner
partnership, had already
taken control of the match
long before.

It was, of course, a huge
disappointment for Har-
manpreet Kaur’s women
after their historic triumph
in the ODI World Cup at
home, but this team has
some glaring weaknesses
and depends too much on
a few players. Scotland,
Ireland and the Nether-
lands, justi�ed the World
Cup’s expansion.

And there were record-
breaking attendances, in
spite of England’s huge in-
terest at the football World
Cup across the pond.

Molineux & Co. steamroll to victory in a tournament seen as the most open; England comes up short in the �nal; India �atters to deceive 

T20 WORLD CUP 

Team Australia in a league of its own 

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

All-conquering: The Australian team proved to be a cut above the rest in the T20 showpiece. REUTERS

In a team of so many super-
stars, Beth Mooney may
not have got her due often
enough. But, she keeps de-
livering. The bigger the oc-
casion, the better.

She was named the
Player-of-the-Match in Sun-
day’s �nal of the Women’s
T20 World Cup at Lord’s.
She was also named the
Player-of-the-Tournament.

And she has done it be-
fore. She was the best
player of the �nal at the
2023 T20 World Cup in
South Africa. She was the
best player of the T20
World Cup that Australia
won at home.

During those World
Cups, Mooney could focus
solely on her batting, as
her opening partner Alyssa
Healy had kept wicket. Af-
ter the captain’s retire-
ment, Mooney has been
donning the keeping
gloves, and has been more
than e�ective.

That she is an astute
reader of the game helps.
“She is probably the smar-
test cricketer I have ever
played with,” Australian

skipper Sophie Molineux
said. “The way she can
sum up situations and be
able to grind out innings at
the same time... she has
got all the shots and is able
to play freely. She has got
nerves of steel.”

The captain said Moo-
ney was the leader in the
group. “Girls listen when
she speaks,” said Moli-
neux. “She is the backbone
to our batting group. Her
wicketkeeping was next le-
vel in the �nal.”

Mooney, however,

reacted to those words
from her captain thus: “It
is a great compliment from
Soph, but I think I’m a little
bit of a fraud,” she said. 

“I might be much better
if I started looking at the
analyst packs and worked
out where the bowlers
were bowling at me. I just
enjoy the contest, enjoy
getting better and evolving
my game, and enjoy con-
tributing to team success
whichever side it is.”

Any team is lucky to
have Mooney. 

Mooney the smartest I have
played with, says Molineux

Safe and sharp: Mooney has donned the big gloves with aplomb

after Healy’s retirement. AFP

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

Spinner Shree Charani was the only Indian
named in the Women’s T20 World Cup 2026
Team of the Tournament announced by the ICC
on Monday. The left-arm spinner earned her
place after �nishing as the leading wicket-taker
with 14 scalps in just �ve matches — the
second-highest tally ever recorded in a single
edition of the women’s T20 World Cup.

The team: Sophie Molineux (Australia, captain), Danni
Wyatt-Hodge (England), Beth Mooney (Australia), Nat
Sciver-Brunt (England), Ellyse Perry (Australia), Orla
Prendergast (Ireland), Nilakshika Silva (Sri Lanka), Marizanne
Kapp (South Africa), Ashleigh Gardner (Australia), Fatima Sana
(Pakistan), and Shree Charani (India).

Shree Charani lone Indian in
ICC Team of the Tournament 

Sophie Molineux wasn’t
exactly the obvious choice
to take over the captain’s
armband from Alyssa Hea-
ly. There had been doub-
ters, who felt she wasn’t
even a certainty in the XI.

She proved them all
wrong. She won the Aus-
tralian women a World
Cup for the �rst time in
three years. For a team
brimming with generation-
al talents, and which had
been so used to winning
World Cups regardless of
the format, that was a long
gap.

And Molineux led from
the front. She was Austra-
lia’s leading wicket-taker at
the T20 World Cup with 11
scalps. She would often
strike early in her spell.
And she marshalled her
troops on the �eld with
aplomb.

And it was a special mo-
ment for her at Lord’s. As a
girl, she had told her father
that she wanted to watch a
Test at cricket’s most re-
vered venue. He was there
to watch her lift the World
Cup.

Shortly after the �nal,

she said the young Lucy
Hamilton’s family had also
�own in from Australia.
“Her parents actually �ew
over and they booked their
ticket about 48 hours ago,
it took them 47 hours to get
here and now they are go-
ing to turn around and go
back,” smiled Molineux. “It
is special for people like
Lucy. She is a country kid
from Bundaberg.”

Molineux said she was
lucky to get the support
from her players. “Captain-
ing a couple of games and
getting injured was a
shock,” she said. “I sup-
pose there were a few
doubts internally and a few
doubts externally. But I
think what maybe I have
learnt over my journey so

far is that you just have to
keep believing. And I am
incredibly lucky that peo-
ple believed in me.”

Emotional Sciver-Brunt
Earlier, Molineux’s En-

glish counterpart Nat Sciv-
er-Brunt was a bit emotion-
al at the press conference.
She had carried her son
Theo to the �eld for the �-
nal. “I probably won’t play
in a home World Cup
again, so having the oppor-
tunity to bring Theo out
was really special,” she
said, and cried.

Sciver-Brunt, however,
made it clear that she
hadn’t stopped playing
World Cups. “I don’t want
this to be my last World
Cup,” she said.

Skipper Molineux proves doubters
wrong with a stirring campaign 
P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

Leading by example: Molineux, centre, was the top wicket-taker

for Australia. REUTERS

Sunday was a day of �rsts
for Naomi Osaka. Prior to
the 6-2, 7-6(2) victory over
Aryna Sabalenka, she had
never won on Centre
Court; the feat earned the
28-year-old her maiden en-
try into the singles quarter-
�nal at Wimbledon; and
the success snapped a run
of �ve straight defeats to
top-10 players.

These are also surpris-
ing �rsts for a four-time
Slam titlist and a former
No. 1. But grass has long
been Osaka’s vulnerability,
as she has struggled to �nd
the steady base to unleash
her linear back-court pow-
er. 

Her win-loss record at
the All England Club was
an uninspiring 7-5 leading
into this year’s
tournament.

And ever since she re-
turned from a maternity
break in early 2024, she
has —quite understandably
— found it tough to stay
with the elite and su�ered
reverses in 10 of the 12 con-
tests against those from the
WTA top-10.

The triumph over Saba-

lenka can, in e�ect, uncork
the pressure. For one, she
is back at her expressive
best, with the most evident
indicator being her �owing
kimono-inspired out�t —
an ode to her Japanese na-
tionality — that she has
sported while walking on
to the hallowed lawns.

The tennis has marched
in step. Osaka had lost to
Sabalenka thrice this year
— at Indian Wells, Madrid
and Roland-Garros. 

Yet, she was unru�ed in
her play, and appeared to
have fully embraced the
all-out aggressive style
championed by her coach
Tomasz Wiktorowski, who
formerly helped Iga Swia-
tek win four of her six
Majors.

“Tomasz was very clear
to tell me not to focus on
the score,” Osaka said later.
“In Madrid [versus Saba-
lenka], when I won the �rst
set, I was very conscious of
closing it out. This time, I
just tried to play it game by
game.

“I thought about it as a
practice match. I was just
telling myself ‘there’s a
really big crowd for this
practice match, but we’re
going to get through it’”.

Osaka �nally gets going on the
hallowed grass of SW19

Breaking through: Osaka’s maiden win on Centre Court also took

her to a first-ever quarterfinal at Wimbledon. AFP

N. Sudarshan 
LONDON

Indian Grandmaster R.
Praggnanandhaa bounced
back with a decent e�ort
on the �nal day to �nish
tied third in the Croatian
leg of the Grand Chess
Tour here on Monday.

France’s Alireza Firouz-
ja bagged the top honours
with 23.5 points. After a tie
with Uzbek Nodirbek Ab-
dusattorov, who caught up
with the Frenchman in the
overall standings on 23.5
points. It led to a tie-break
�nale wherein the �rst two
games ended in draws and
after Firouzja drew with
Abdusattorov in the Arma-
geddon to be crowned the
champion as he only need-
ed a draw as black.

Praggnanandhaa shared
the third sport with anoth-

er Frenchman Maxime Va-
chier-Lagrave, logging 21.5
points.

The Indian did well to
score six points out of the
last eight games. 

Final standings: 1. Alireza
Firouzja (Fra) 23.5 points; 2.
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzb)
23.5; 3. Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra) and R. Praggnanandhaa
21.5; 5. Vincent Keymer (Ger) 20;
6. D. Gukesh 18.5; 7. Anish Giri
(Ned) 17; 8. Deac Bogdan-Daniel
(Rou) 15; and Jorden van Foreest
(Ned) 12.5; 10. Ivan Saric (Cro) 7.

Firouzja wins title;
Pragg tied third

Firouzja. FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

CHESS 

Press Trust of India
ZAGREB

Reigning champion Tadej Pogacar won the third
stage of the Tour de France, to snatch the
leader’s yellow jersey from Jonas Vingegaard,
who �nished second ahead of Richard Carapaz
on Monday. The World champion and
Vingegaard are dead level on time but Pogacar
took over the race lead by virtue of his better
�nishing positions in the opening three stages.

Pogacar wins Tour de France
third stage, takes yellow

World Archery on Monday upgraded Jyothi
Surekha’s bronze medal won at the 2025 Hyundai
Archery World Cup Final in Nanjing, to silver
after Mexico’s Marina Bernal was disquali�ed for
violating anti-doping regulations. Bernal’s sample
led to her disquali�cation under World Archery
Federation Rule 3, prompting an o�cial revision
of the competition results. The 23-year-old, who
did not challenge the doping o�ence, tested
positive for an anabolic steroid (nandrolone) in
an out-of-competition test in September and is
banned until after the 2028 Olympics. Great
Britain’s Ella Gibson has been awarded bronze.

The revised standings: Gold: Andrea Becerra (Mexico),
silver: Jyothi Surekha (India), bronze: Ella Gibson (Great
Britain).

World Archery upgrades
Surekha’s bronze to silver
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A IN-XCM
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W
hen FIFA, football’s world
governing body, decreed
some nine-and-a-half
years back that the sport’s

�agship event, the World Cup, would be
expanded to 48 teams from the existing
32 from the 2026 edition, it was received
with mixed feelings. Nations that had
narrowly missed out on quali�cation were
energised by the prospect of 16 additional
berths boosting their prospects to a
reasonable degree. Others weren’t merely
sceptical or apprehensive, they
vehemently dismissed it as a populous,
self-serving, self-defeating decision.

The backers believed the expansion of
the World Cup to 48 countries was in
keeping with football’s standing as easily
the most popular sporting endeavour in
the universe. That it would encourage
the piecing together of infrastructure and
systems in the ‘lesser’ nations because
now, there was plenty of light at the end
of the foreboding tunnel. Sides that
would once have reconciled to merely
watching the action on television started
to believe they had a chance, however
distant or optimistic.

The naysayers insisted that going from
32 to 48 would dilute the standards of the
tournament. They argued that the World
Cup was the ultimate platform to
showcase skills and character, that only
the cream deserved that privilege. They
forecast a plethora of lop-sided
encounters, convinced that the
established order would run roughshod
over the newbies.

And so, when Cape Verde and Curacao
fought their way into the World Cup,
coming through the quali�cation process,
they predicted routs of epic proportions.
And yet, here we are today, with Curacao
having hardly embarrassed themselves
despite being routed 7-1 on their World
Cup debut by Germany after earning an
honourable 0-0 stalemate with Ecuador.
And with Cape Verde giving Argentina,
mighty Argentina, Messi-fuelled
Argentina, the defending champions, a
gargantuan scare in the round of 32.

As for the established order, four-time
former champions Germany failed to
advance beyond the last-32, dumped on
penalties by Paraguay. The same day, a
similar fate befell Netherlands, who also
lost in a shoot-out to Morocco, the 2022
semi�nalists.

The aftermath has been swift with
Julian Nagelsmann stepping down as
coach and Jurgen Klopp in talks with the
German federation to take control and
arrest an alarming slide. Likewise, Ronald
Koeman called time on his tenure as the
Dutch coach.

What the tangible impacts of their
commendable World Cup debuts will
have on Cape Verde and Curacao remains
to be seen. Having come into the
tournament as novelties rather than
serious contenders, they showed that
they weren’t content to merely make up
the numbers. They haven’t been the only
success stories of the tournament so far.
Evidently, Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappe,
Erling Haaland and Harry Kane are
jostling for prominence and
pre-eminence as the race for top honours
hots up a fortnight ahead of the July 19
�nal. But it is in the spunk and spirit
shown by the two projected no-shows
that the status of football as a mass sport
has been enhanced.

Irresistible

There is something irresistible about
rooting for the underdog, like Wimbledon
did on Saturday when fast rising Filipino
Alexandra Eala put out defending
women’s singles champion Iga Swiatek on
Centre Court in the third round. The
straight-set victory made Eala the �rst
tennis player from her country, male or
female, to advance to the fourth round of
a Grand Slam.

To watch the overwhelming favourite
systematically dismantle someone ranked
far lower isn’t necessarily enjoyable. No
disrespect to the champions, because
they need to be ruthlessly professional,
not kind and empathetic, if they are to
remain at the top. But to see a less fancied
individual push, stretch and eventually
conquer Goliath stirs something in the
most dispassionate of us.

Ireland’s 2-0 decimation of India in the
recent T20I series falls in that category.
Indian fans might not have been thrilled
with the outcome, the Indian team even
less so, but even the average Indian
supporter hasn’t exactly grudged the Irish
their moment under the sun. 

It was hardly the result Shreyas Iyer

would have envisaged or welcomed in his
�rst outing as the T20I captain, but India
can have few complaints even though
they had just one meaningful practice
session in Belfast before the �rst game.
They are the World Cup holders and the
No. 1-ranked team across the globe, but
showed little alacrity in adapting to the
unfamiliar (to them) conditions exploited
superbly by the home team.

India’s poor start to their tour of the
United Kingdom has spilled over to
England, who bossed the second T20I on
Saturday (the �rst on Wednesday was
abandoned due to rain after one innings)
on the back of a Jacob Bethell special and
a horror 17th over from leggie Ravi
Bishnoi that was decisive in charting the
destination of the contest. Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi’s much expected debut
wasn’t spectacular – 14 from 10 – but the
sixes he struck o� Rajasthan Royals
teammate Jofra Archer and Josh Tongue
hold the promise to more, and sustained,
�reworks in the remaining three games.

Sooryavanshi doesn’t �gure in the
50-over squad which will lock horns with
Harry Brook’s men in a three-match
showdown next week; his time will come,
eventually, though for now, the
15-year-old has to be content with being a
one-format international (when was the
last time we said this?). 

In focus

The focus when the �rst of three ODIs
plays out in Birmingham next Tuesday
will be trained unerringly on two of
India’s most recent all-format captains,
who will continue to attract unalloyed
attention for the remainder of their
international careers.

Cristiano Ronaldo, 41, is still producing
(admittedly sporadic) moments of magic
at the World Cup while Messi, three years
younger, is scoring goals for fun and
seeking to pull o� what that other little
genius from Argentina, Diego Maradona,
could not accomplish — leading his team
to a successful title defence. A staggering
eight players aged 40 and more have
�gured in this World Cup — more than all
previous 22 editions combined — while at
44, 23-time Grand Slam champion Serena
Williams has embarked on a tentative
comeback to the WTA Tour.

Indian cricket, however, frowns upon
the 35-plus bracket — an improvement
from 30-plus in the not-too-distant past,
for whatever it is worth — which is why
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli have been
under the arc lights for more than just
that exceptional skills in the last 14
months, since they chose to become
one-format internationals only.

To a certain degree, it is worth
pondering over the physical conditioning
of Rohit, 39, and the 37-year-old Kohli by
the time the next 50-over World Cup
comes around, in 15-and-a-half months’
time. But maybe we should obsess a little

less over these two stalwarts
and re�ect instead on a trio
which brings a special skillset
so far as India are concerned,
who are a lot younger and who
spend a lot of time on the
sidelines, recovering from
injuries, without attracting the
same scrutiny as the two
celebrated former skippers.

India have embarked on a
fruitless, futile, impossible
quest for a like-for-like
replacement since the great
Kapil Dev bid adieu in 1994 .
The last three decades and
more have thrown up quite a
few pace-bowling
quasi-all-rounders, but how can anyone
replace Kapil? How can anyone ever?
Naturally athletic, gifted with a silken
smooth run-up and an out-swinger to die
for, and the most destructive of batters
when the mood seized him, the legend
from Haryana was three cricketers rolled
in one.

India tried to make a Kapil out of
numerous persevering but just
not-in-the-same-league all-rounders,
including current chairman of selectors
Ajit Agarkar, though the emergence of
Hardik Pandya seemed �nally to answer
several, if not all, of their prayers.

Hardik decided very early in his
international journey that his body
couldn’t handle the rigours of the �ve-day
game, even though in 11 Tests, he both
scored a blazing century and snared a
commendable �ve-for. He hasn’t,
however, played a Test for close to eight
years, dedicating himself to the two
white-ball formats where his expertise
with bat and ball lend great balance and
�exibility.

In�uential

He was an in�uential member of T20
World Cup triumphs in 2024 and 2026,
and the 50-over Champions Trophy title
charge, but the 32-year-old’s is a fragile
body which is increasingly relegating him
more to the in�rmary than allowing him
to stride the world stage like a colossus.

Then, there is Nitish Kumar, only 23
and 10 Tests young, but with already a
Boxing Day ton to his name. He is being
touted as the insurance, at the very least,
against Hardik’s trysts with �tness,
though he himself hasn’t inspired
con�dence with a plethora of injuries that
have restricted his white-ball appearances
to six ODIs and four T20Is since his
limited-overs international debut in

October 2024. Under Gautam Gambhir’s
tutelage, India’s backroom sta� has also
embarked on a mission to convert
paceman Harshit Rana, 24, into an
all-rounder of sorts, relying on his power
to eke out bruising late-order runs from
the right-hander. 

Harshit has a long way to go before
being considered an all-rounder in even
in the Nitish mould, but these two gents
and Hardik are the front-runners to earn
slots in the 15-man squad for the next
50-over World Cup, to be played on
pace-friendly surfaces (it is believed) in
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

Harshit is just coming o� an extended
lay-o� following a severe right knee injury
while Nitish is nursing an aggravated left
quadriceps injury, the latest in a long and
unfortunate list. 

Hardik himself sustained a quadriceps
injury that kept him out of the
Afghanistan ODIs last June and ruled him
out of the tour of Ireland and England.
Nitish has picked up too many
non-cricketing injuries to inspire genuine
con�dence, while Hardik’s shift to
Bengaluru to make the most of the expert
guidance on various fronts at the Centre
of Excellence is both a tribute to his
commitment to the cause and an
acknowledgement that his body needs
constant monitoring and conditioning.

More than worrying about Rohit and
Kohli, therefore, the decision-makers
must think long and hard about what
needs to be done to ensure that the team
isn’t left hanging at the proverbial last
minute should one or more of this
threesome contract some injury or the
other before/during the World Cup. That
is of at least as much importance as
repeatedly and frivolously invoking Rohit
and Kohli’s age, right?

India’s worrisome

threesome
At a time when superstars are showcasing their greatness with age-defying performances on the big stage, the 

Men in Blue continue to ponder over the elephant in the room: a seam-bowling all-rounder in white-ball formats

R. Kaushik

The storyline: Nitish, Hardik and Harshit have not helped India’s cause with their injuries. 

The three are seen as integral members of the squad keeping in mind the 50-over World Cup 

in Africa next year. R. RAGU & B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM 

Nitish is only 23 and 10 Tests young,
but he already has a Boxing Day ton
to his name. He is being touted as the
insurance, at the very least, against
Hardik’s trysts with �tness. But he
hasn’t inspired con�dence with a
plethora of injuries that have
restricted his white-ball 
appearances to six ODIs and four
T20Is since his limited-overs
international debut in October 2024

Harshit is coming o�
an extended lay-o�
following a severe
right knee injury
while Nitish is
nursing an
aggravated left
quadriceps injury,
the latest in a long
and unfortunate list

THE GIST

�

Nitish has had a stop-start run
since his international debut
while Harshit has a long way to
go before being considered an
all-rounder

�

Hardik’s shift to Bengaluru is
both a tribute to his
commitment to the cause and
an acknowledgement that his
body needs constant
monitoring and conditioning

�

The decision-makers must
think long and hard about
what needs to be done if one
or more of this trio contracts
some injury or the other
before/during the 
ODI World Cup
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