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Delhi court
denies bail to
Khalid, Imam

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday
dismissed the bail applications
of Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, accused in the larger
conspiracy case related to the
2020 northeast Delhi riots. The
court said it was bound by the
Supreme Court’s January
order, which had imposed
certain conditions on bail for
the two who have been
languishing in jail for over five
years.» PAGE 3
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Centre asks
Telegram to take
anti-piracy action

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting “has
demanded that Telegram take
proactive action in taking
down pirated content on its
platform,” a senior official said.
The platform has been asked
to reply to the Ministry’s notice
within 15 days. The move is a
fresh escalation of issues
between the government and
the messaging app. » PAGE 3

India navigated West Asia
crisis efficiently, says Modi

Fuel rationing, LPG disruptions, and price surges avoided with refineries upping production and

public OMCs bearing the losses, says PM; politically motivated rumour-mongering failed, he adds

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

ndia successfully
l weathered the chal-

lenges triggered by
the West Asia conflict
through effective assess-
ment and strategic, timely
decision-making while effi-
ciently using its domestic
resources and strong di-
plomatic ties, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on

Saturday.
The country avoided
fuel rationing, ensured

cooking gas supplies, and
shielded consumers and
farmers from global price
spikes, with state-run oil
marketing firms (OMCs)
bearing the losses, he said,
adding that certain politi-
cally motivated entities
which had engaged in ru-
mour-mongering  during
the crisis had failed and
“may be dwelling in an
abyss of disappointment”.

‘Effective strategies’
“India took potent deci-
sions, made correct eval-
uations, charted effective
strategies, used its domes-
tic resources effectively
and constructively lever-
aged its diplomatic power
to successfully weather the
challenges,” Mr. Modi said.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the HPCL Rajas-
than Refinery Ltd. (HRRL)
in Balotra, the country’s
first greenfield integrated
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Crucial sector: PM Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the
HRRL petrochemical complex in Balotra, Rajasthan, on Saturday. PTi

refinery-petrochemical

complex, Mr. Modi credit-
ed domestic refineries for
helping the country wade
through the crisis by up-
ping their production of li-
quefied petroleum gas
(LPG). India is currently
the world’s fourth-largest
refiner and would conti-
nue expanding its refining
capacity, Mr. Modi said.

“India has consistently
increased its refining ca-
pacity and has emerged as
the world’s fourth-largest
refiner... However, we will
not stop here, and will con-
tinue to increase capacity
in the coming years,” he
added.

The Prime Minister in-
sisted that there had not
been any major supply dis-
ruptions during the crisis,
even in remote areas, bar-
ring certain minor hurdles.
He pointed out that India
had not adopted any ra-

tioning measures for petrol
and diesel, unlike certain
other countries.

With regard to cooking
gas, Mr. Modi told the gath-
ering that prices of domes-
tic LPG — which could have
gone up to 32,000 per cy-
linder — were shielded and
restricted to less than Y950
per cylinder and 650 per
cylinder for  Ujjwala
beneficiaries.

India also continued to
provide urea for T300 per
bag, though the fertilizer
could have been priced at
3,000 per bag if it had fol-
lowed the global price
surge after the Russia-Uk-
raine conflict.

While customers were
thus protected, state-
owned oil marketing com-
panies absorbed losses of
about 75,000 crore in the
June-end quarter, the
Prime Minister said. “This
is equivalent to the cost of

Modi inaugurates
semiconductor
facility in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the CG Semi
Outsourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test facility at
Sanand in Gujarat on Saturday.
Semiconductor clusters are
coming up across India and
these will create large-scale
employment, he said.» PAGE 5

building one refinery,” he
noted.

‘Delayed completion’
Mr. Modi accused the pre-
vious Congress govern-
ment of Rajasthan of delay-
ing the completion of the
Balotra refinery, claiming
that the party had not ex-
tended the necessary
cooperation. “We signed
the MoU for the refinery in
2017. But from 2018 to
2023, Rajasthan had a Con-
gress government. Due to
their lack of cooperation,
the work here was nearly
stalled,” he said, adding
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s return to power in
the State in 2023 had
helped revive the project.
The refinery was initial-
ly scheduled to be inaugu-
rated on April 22, but was
delayed due to a fire that
broke out in its crude distil-
lation unit a day earlier.

Chinese investment
influx good for wider
ties, says India’s envoy

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Greater investment from
China into India will be
good both for the econom-
ics of the relationship and
for broader bilateral ties,
Ambassador to China Vik-
ram Doraiswami said on
Saturday. The Indian en-
voy also made a pitch for
greater Indian exports to
China, especially in areas
such as pharmaceuticals,
where India is globally
competitive.

“Obviously, we would
like to be able to export
more to China. There is
nothing unreasonable
about suggesting that,” he
said, speaking at the World
Peace Forum, an annual
foreign policy forum in
Beijing.

India’s trade with China
has expanded despite the
political freeze on relations
since 2020. Both sides
have begun the process of
normalising relations fol-
lowing Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in October 2024, in
the wake of disengagement
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

However, trade remains
lopsided, with a ballooning
deficit. According to Com-
merce Ministry data, China
was India’s largest trading
partner in 2025-26, with bi-
lateral trade growing to
$151.1 billion, while the def-
icit stands at $112.16 billion.

“Particularly in areas
where we believe we have

Vikram Doraiswami

a competitive advantage,
like pharmaceuticals. For
instance, we’re one of the
world’s big exporters of
pharmaceuticals to ad-
vanced markets. We hope
Chinese partners will work
with us to ensure that In-
dian production firms,
producing high quality ge-
neric medicines, being the
same products that have
been exported to the U.S.
and elsewhere, can be ex-
ported to the Chinese mar-
ket. We think there is a ba-
lance of advantage for both
countries, including value
for China and of course, va-
lue for the relationship,”
the Indian envoy said at a
panel on global economic
governance during the
forum.

‘To find ways’

Mr. Doraiswami noted that
trade had gone up “regard-
less of the ups and downs
of the larger political rela-
tionship”. India’s exports
to China had also in-
creased recently. “That
means that the market op-
portunity is there. We
need to find ways of mak-
ing it easier,” he said.

Bengaluru
man among
23 designated
as ‘terrorists’

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

An engineer hailing from
Bengaluru is among six In-
dians and 17 Pakistanis de-
signated as “terrorists” by
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on Sa-
turday under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

The 23 individuals, who
are no longer in India, are
accused of roles ranging
from recruitment, train-
ing, infiltration and logis-
tics support to financing,
arms supply, drone-based
weapons delivery and
planning or facilitating ter-
rorist attacks in India. With
the latest additions, the in-
dividuals designated as ter-
rorists under the UAPA
now stand at 80.

Mohammed Shaheed
Faisal, 40, has been identi-
fied by the National Investi-
gation Agency as the han-
dler of the “terror module”
that carried out an IED ex-
plosion at The Rameshwa-
ram Cafe in Bengaluru on
March 1, 2024. He is cur-
rently residing in Rawal-
pindi, Pakistan, and asso-
ciated with Pakistan-based
terrorist outfits Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, an MHA notifica-
tion said. Wanted by the
NIA since 2012, he carries a
reward of %10 lakh and is
alleged to have handled
three terror modules in
Karnataka in the past 14
years.

UPDATED TERROR LIST
» PAGE 3

Only talks can bring peace, says Manipur
CM at funeral for MLA who died in Feb.

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Late Manipur Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) MLA Vung-
zagin Valte, a victim of a
mob attack in May 2023,
was laid to rest near his re-
sidence in Churachandpur
district on Saturday, more
than four months after he
died in a Gurugram
hospital.

Chief Minister Y. Khem-
chand Singh attended
Valte’s funeral service,
marking the first visit by a
Chief Minister to the dis-
trict since the ethnic con-
flict broke out on May 3,
2023, even as certain Kuki
groups called for a boycott,
demanding a permanent
solution to the crisis.

Speaking at the funeral
service, Mr. Singh noted
his association with Valte
since 2017, when he be-
came the Speaker of the
60-member State
Assembly.

Recalling the tense sit-
uation in May 2023 and the
assault on Valte, Mr. Singh
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Manipur Chief Minister Y. Khemchand Singh pays tribute to the late
BJP MLA, Vungzagin Valte, in Churachandpur on Saturday. PTI

said that he regretted not
having been beside his
“friend” when the incident
happened. Later, he told
journalists that dialogue
was the only way forward
to restore peace, which
was essential for develop-
ment in Manipur. “Your
smile is the way for peace,”
he said, responding to the
manner in which a repor-
ter sought the road map to
peace in the State.

“Valte’s family is like my
family. His friends and
close ones are my friends,
too. I will always extend
any support to all of them

when or if the need arises,”
the Chief Minister said.

A former Minister and
three-time MLA, the late
Valte, represented the
Thanlon Assembly consti-
tuency. He was one of 10
Kuki-Zo MLAs in Manipur
and an adviser to former
Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh when he was brutal-
ly attacked on May 4, 2023,
a day after violence swept
large swathes of the State.
He never recovered from
the assault, which left him
with multiple fractures and
in need of ventilator sup-
port. He died in a Guru-

gram hospital on February
21 this year, days after he
was airlifted from Imphal.

Members of his family
and the Zomi Council, the
Churachandpur-based
apex body of eight tribes,
put the last rites on hold af-
ter his body was brought
back home. The body was
shifted to the morgue in
the Churachandpur Medi-
cal College.

The Zomi Council re-
fused to inter the body un-
til New Delhi entrusted the
investigation into his 2023
assault to a central agency
and facilitated a separate
administrative  structure
for the Kuki-Zomi people.
The council also sought the
arrest of those who assault-
ed the former MLA.

The council, however,
relented a few days ago.
One of its members said
the decision to inter the
former MLA’s body was
made to honour the wishes
of his ailing widow.

SECURITY REVIEW
» PAGE 4

India’s essential medicine list lags behind
global benchmark; unrevised in 4 years

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

India’s roster of essential
medicines has not been
updated in nearly four
years, even as the World
Health Organization
(WHO) has revised its own
list twice in the same pe-
riod, says a civil society
network of activists and or-
ganisations working for af-
fordable healthcare.

The collective — Work-
ing Group on Access to
Medicines and Treatments
— has written to the go-
vernment demanding an
urgent revision of the Na-
tional List of Essential Med-
icines (NLEM), so that such
drugs are available at affor-
dable prices. The NLEM is
a curated list of medica-
tions compiled by the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare. It prioritises drugs
that satisfy the critical
healthcare needs of India’s
population based on safe-
ty, efficacy, and cost-effec-
tiveness. Medicines on this
list — 384 at present — are

Outdated prescription

The National List of Essential Medicines prioritises drugs that
satisfy the critical healthcare needs of India’s population

® The NLEM, last notified in 2022,

B;\’% " ‘ POINTS RAISED BY THE COLLECTIVE

,u‘\ 3! contains 384 medicines while the WHO
o A list runs to 523 drugs
® ‘
N ® At least 17 active cancer-treating

By

agents, 4 supportive cancer-care

medicines, and 9 monoclonal

antibodies feature on the WHO list but
1 not on the NLEM

generally dispensed free of
cost by government hospi-
tals. The government uses
the NLEM to instruct the
National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
to enforce a strict price
ceiling on them. The list
was last overhauled in
2022.

The WHO Model List of
Essential Medicines, mean-
while, was revised in 2023
and again in 2025, and con-
tains 523 medicines — leav-
ing India’s list trailing well
behind the global bench-
mark, said the group in its
letter on Friday.

“The prolonged delay
results in medicines being
denied to millions of citi-
zens — who could have had
free access to newly recog-
nised essential medicines
within the public health
system, while also restrict-
ing affordable access in the
private sector,” the letter
said, adding that the delay
was not merely a bureau-
cratic lag but a matter with
“profound constitutional
and human rights

implications™.

The consequences, the
Working Group argues, fall
hardest on patients bat-

tling cancer and diabetes.
Its letter identifies 17 active
cancer-treating agents and
four supportive cancer-
care medicines that feature
on the WHO list but not the
NLEM. Also missing, it
says, are nine monoclonal
antibodies none of which
currently appear on India’s
list. “We urge immediate
initiation of a transparent,
time-bound, and conflict
of interest-free process to
revise the NLEM, ensuring
that it reflects the latest evi-
dence, public health prior-
ities, and the WHO Model
List of Essential Medicines.
Timely action is essential
to safeguard the constitu-
tional guarantee of the
Right to Life for it ensures
equitable access to essen-
tial medicines for all citi-
zens,” said K.M. Gopaku-
mar, co-convener, Working
Group on Access to Medi-
cines and Treatment,
which comprises patient
advocates, patient groups,
civil society organisations,
academics, lawyers and
journalists.
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TRS acronym tussle: EC wants

Kavitha to submit alternatives

Election Commission of India (EC) has written to
Telangana Rakshana Sena (TRS) to change the
party’s name in view of objections raised by
outfits with similar names over the acronym.
Founder K. Kavitha has apparently received two
such objections, and the TRS has been asked to
submit three alternative names in 15 days. If not,
their application for registration may be closed.
However, sources said Ms. Kavitha has sent a
reply as sought, rebutting the objections raised.

Bengaluru Central Jail unveils

new apparel brand ‘Free Bird’

The Parappana Agrahara Central Prison in
Bengaluru, Karnataka, has launched ‘Free Bird’,
a new brand of premium linen shirts stitched by
prison inmates as part of a skill-development
initiative. A group of inmates underwent training
by HCL, a Delhi-based company, in partnership
with the department. The shirts carry the State
emblem, Gandaberunda, as the brand’s insignia.
Under an MoU with the Prison Department, the
HCL will also train inmates in bakery production.

III'T Hyderabad student falls

to death on college campus

A 20-year-old engineering student at the
International Institute of Information
Technology, Hyderabad, was found dead on the
campus on Saturday. The deceased was
identified as Abhiroop Pullepu, a second-year
CGD student. Preliminary probe revealed that he
ended his life by jumping from a campus
building. He is suspected to have taken the
extreme step due to personal reasons. (Those in
distress can seek help at Tele Manas 14416.)

Adani’s Vizhinjam port share
transfer suspicious: Pinarayi

LoP says Adani Group told SEBI of proposed share transfer without govt’s nod, making it legally

untenable; this violates concession deal, raises questions over govt’s handling of issue, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

eader of the Opposi-
L tion in Kerala Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Sa-
turday alleged that the
proposed transfer of a 49%
stake of the Adani Vizhin-
jam Port Private Limited
(AVPPL), the concessio-
naire and operating com-
pany for the Vizhinjam In-
ternational Seaport, by the
Adani Group to Mediterra-
nean Shipping Company
(MSC) violates the conces-
sion agreement and raises
serious questions over the
government’s handling of
the issue.
He said the Opposition
would challenge the move

e o g et i .

MSC acquiring a huge stake could alter the ownership structure of
the port and eventually create monopoly, says Pinarayi Vijayan. PTi

both legally and politically.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said the con-
cession agreement man-
dates prior approval from
the government before any
transfer of shares. Howev-
er, Chief Minister V.D. Sath-

eesan had informed the As-
sembly that no application
seeking such approval had

been received.
Mr. Vijayan alleged the
Adani Group informed

market regulator Securities
and Exchange Board of In-

dia (SEBI) about the pro-
posed share transfer with-
out first obtaining the
government’s  approval,
rendering the move legally
untenable.

Questioning the govern-
ment’s response, Mr. Vi-
jayan said the Chief Minis-
ter who also holds the
Ports, Law and Finance
portfolios was directly res-
ponsible for ensuring com-
pliance with the agree-
ment. He said any change
in ownership required
strict legal scrutiny.

Mr. Vijayan warned that
allowing MSC to acquire a
substantial stake could al-
ter the ownership struc-
ture of the port and even-
tually create a monopoly.

Port will be accessible to all: Adani group

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Adani Ports and Spe-
cial Economic Zone Limit-
ed (APSEZ) has written a
second letter to the Kerala
government, seeking to
clarify its position on the
proposed deal to sell 49%
stake in the Vizhinjam port
to the Switzerland-based
Mediterranean Shipping
Company (MSC).

The State government is
treading cautiously, as Ada-
ni Vizhinjam Port Private
Limited (AVPPL), the con-
cessionaire of the port, has
not yet provided a copy of
the agreement it signed

with MSC. Under the con-
cession deal, the govern-
ment has granted mort-
gage rights over the port
and its assets to the latter
for the concession period.
An empowered commit-
tee is already in place to
take decisions related to
the Vizhinjam Internation-
al Seaport. The State is also
exploring the possibility of
constituting a new panel of
experts, hand-picked from
various sectors, to study
the deal and assess its ram-
ifications, a source said.

Assurances by group
In its second letter, the AP-
SEZ sought to assure that,

under no circumstances
would MSC enjoy a mono-
poly at the port. It also stat-
ed that the port would con-
tinue to function as a
common-user facility, ac-
cessible to all users with-
out discrimination, citing
similar acquisitions at oth-
er ports in the country.

The AVPPL also reiterat-
ed its commitment to work
with the State on the ‘Mis-
sion Samudra’ project, a
maritime development in-
itiative announced by the
Kerala government to
transform the State into a
global economic hub.

But questions arise from
various quarters on wheth-

er the agreement would
give an undue advantage to
MSC by allowing it to ap-
point its subsidiaries to
handle seaside and land-
side logistics, potentially
leading to the dominance
of a global shipping line at
the port. All these aspects
will be examined by the
State before granting its fi-
nal approval, sources said.

A month ago, a brief re-
port on the proposed tran-
saction appeared in a daily
published from the north.
That was the only informa-
tion available to the State
about the development be-
fore the deal came to light,
the source said.

Senthilbalalji, his
brother summoned
in MLA bribery case

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Greater Chennai Pol-
ice have issued summons
to former Minister and
DMK MLA V. Senthilbalaji
and his brother V. Ashok
Kumar in connection with
a case involving an alleged
attempt to bribe a TVK
MLA as part of a conspira-
cy to topple the ruling go-
vernment led by Chief Mi-
nister C. Joseph Vijay.
They were directed to
appear before the investi-
gating officer of the case on

Monday.
Personnel from the Tri-
plicane police station,

where the case was regis-
tered, served the summons
on the duo through their
parents at Rameswarapatti
in Karur district.

Lookout circular

The police have also issued
a lookout circular against
both men to prevent them
from leaving the country
and enable their detention
at immigration check-
points, if necessary.

N. Ilayaraja, the TVK
MLA representing the Uth-
angarai Assembly consti-
tuency in Krishnagiri dis-
trict, recently received a
phone call from one Thiru-
navukkarasu, who runs In-
dian Political Democratic
Strategies (IPDS).

According to the com-
plaint, Thirunavukkarasu
contacted the MLA at the
behest of certain function-
aries of a major political
party and requested a per-
sonal meeting. However,
the complainant informed
him that he was occupied

[ —

V. Senthilbalaji

with other work and ended
the call.

Subsequently, Thiruna-
vukkarasu again contacted
the MLA and allegedly said
a resolution would soon be
moved in the Assembly
against the Speaker. He al-
legedly urged the MLA to
cooperate during the vot-
ing on the proposed no-
confidence motion, irres-
pective of his affiliation
with the ruling party, and
offered him up to 35 crore
in return.

Shocked by the propo-
sal, Mr. Ilayaraja firmly de-
clined the offer, stating that
he had no interest, and
told Thirunavukkarasu not
to contact him again. The-
reafter, Thirunavukkarasu
allegedly threatened him
that if the conversation was
disclosed, the MLA and his
family would face serious
consequences.

On June 29, the MLA
lodged a complaint with
the GCP against Thiruna-
vukkarasu for allegedly at-
tempting to bribe and in-
fluence him. Based on the
complaint, a case was re-
gistered at the Triplicane
police station.

Eight persons have been
arrested in the case so far.

Bengaluru
creche abuse
case: another
caregiver held

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Police on
Saturday arrested Sujatha,
a former caregiver at the
creche operating on the
premises of the IT firm
Capgemini in Brookefield,
in connection with the al-
leged physical abuse of
children that has sparked
widespread outrage.

She is the second per-
son to be arrested in the
case after caregiver Vijaya-
lakshmi, 55, was arrested
on Friday.

According to the police,
Ms. Sujatha, who was dis-
missed from her job at the
day care centre, allegedly
orchestrated the recording
of videos showing the
abuse, by using an accom-
plice who was still em-
ployed at the centre. Inves-
tigators said her name
does not figure in the origi-
nal FIR.

Police have booked Ms.
Sujatha under provisions
of the IT Act and other rele-
vant laws. She has been
booked for not reporting
the incident earlier and al-
so for circulating child
abuse videos, the police
said.

Police said Ms. Sujatha
had developed a financial
dispute with Ms. Vijaya-
lakshmi within a month of
joining the day care centre
and was subsequently ter-
minated from service.

Investigators  suspect
that, allegedly seeking re-
venge against Ms. Vijaya-
lakshmi, she arranged to
obtain video recordings of
the alleged abuse inside
the centre.

The National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights has taken suo motu
cognizance of the case.

A ripple effect

In full stroke: Participants in India’s first ASMITA South Zone Canoeing and Kayaking League 2025-26 padd|e their kayaks during the K-4

1,000-metre Sub-Junior Girls event at the Gambeeramgedda Reservoir in Visakhapatnam on Saturday. K.R. DEEPAK

YSRCP built its office on my
family’s land: Goa Governor

K. Srinivasa Rao
VIZIANAGARAM

Construction of the new
YSR  Congress  Party
(YSRCP) office at Dasanna-
peta in Vizianagaram has
stirred a controversy with
Goa Governor Pusapati
Ashok Gajapathi Raju ob-
jecting to it and alleging
that the officials have “tam-
pered with the records and
showed his family proper-
ty as government land.”
The YSRCP government
had allocated the land
measuring four acres and
75 cents located in the Ring
Road area to the party on
May 18, 2022, on lease ba-
sis as it was classified as
“sovernment property.”
According to Mr. Raju,
the land had been record-
ed as “private” in the Town

o W e
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Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju

Survey Register of the Vi-
zianagaram Municipal Cor-
poration long ago. The
authorities had not given
notices to the legal heirs of
Mr. Raju and showed the
property as “government
land” in 2021, when Y.S. Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy was the
Chief Minister, he alleged.
Mr. Raju had written a
letter to the District Collec-
tor in 2025, urging him to
restore the land in favour

of the Pusapati family since
the “YSRCP government
had tampered with the
records.”

Speaking to the media
recently in Vizianagaram,
Mr. Raju had requested the
State government to order
an inquiry against the offi-
cials who had “changed
the records.”

Meanwhile, YSRCP dis-
trict president Majji Srini-
vasa Rao said the Revenue
and Municipal officials had
followed due procedure in
the allocation of land to the
party. He said it was unfair
to raise the issue after con-
struction of the new party
office in 2022. He said the
Pusapati family had not
raised any objection dur-
ing the allocation of the
land and construction of
the new building.

‘Liquor on wheels’
lands driver in soup

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

An autorickshaw, acting as
a mobile liquor outlet, ca-
tering to late-night football
fans, was seized by the Ex-
cise department in Thris-
sur, Kerala, leading to the
arrest of a 34-year-old
man, popularly known as
the “Abkari Auto”
operator.

The accused, Vishnu,
was arrested by the Thris-
sur Excise Special Squad
while allegedly selling liqu-
or from his autorickshaw
on Friday night. The squad
seized six bottles of Indian
Made Foreign Liquor
(IMFL), 1,500 suspected
to be sales proceeds, and

the autorickshaw.
According to Excise offi-
cials, the accused had been
under surveillance for a
week as part of Operation
Thunder, a night-time en-
forcement drive. Acting on
a tip-off, the team inter-
cepted the vehicle. Investi-
gators said Vishnu, who
had previously worked as a
private bus conductor and
cleaner, allegedly turned to
illicit liquor sales after find-
ing it more lucrative.
Excise officials said de-
mand for the mobile liquor
service had surged since
the start of the FIFA World
Cup, with football fans re-
portedly calling him for
doorstep liquor deliveries
during late-night matches.

AMMA crisis: complaints mount against Shwetha

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

In a hard-hitting press con-
ference, a group of women
actors has levelled serious
allegations against Associa-
tion of Malayalam Movie
Artistes (AMMA) president
Shwetha Menon and some
of her committee mem-
bers, accusing them of at-
tempted communal polari-

sation and advancing
corporate and political
agendas.

Actors Ansiba Hassan,
Maala Parvathy, and Usha
Haseena addressed the
media on Saturday, just
hours after Ms. Menon se-
cured a stay from the Er-
nakulam Munsif Court
against the functioning of
an ad hoc committee that
followed her announce-

ment of resignation, along
with that of the entire exec-
utive committee, last
month.

Actor and legislator Ra-
mesh Pisharody has since
resigned as convener of
the ad hoc committee, ex-
pressing dismay over what
he described as the “re-
lease” of his telephone
conversation with Ms.
Menon.

Communal strokes

Ms. Parvathy accused Ms.
Menon of attempting to
create communal divisions
among members and of la-
belling Ms. Hassan “jiha-
di”.

She also played an audio
clip purportedly featuring
the voice of a Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) leader
claiming that a major busi-

Shwetha Menon

ness group would have do-
nated 15 crore to AMMA
had Ms. Menon remained
at the helm.

“AMMA does not need
corporate funding. While
members may hold politi-
cal beliefs, they cannot im-
pose party agendas within
the organisation. Ms. Ansi-
ba was targeted for ques-
tioning this. She was even

accused of attempting to
convert four people mere-
ly because she broke her
fast on a film set in 2023.
What justifies executive
committee member Tiny
Tom invoking this incident
three years later in a What-
sApp chat in 2026? How
can Lakshmi Priya, AM-
MA’s vice-president, get
away with alleging that reli-
gious fundamentalists are
behind Ms. Ansiba?” Ms.
Parvathy asked.

She further alleged Ms.
Menon threatened to oust
her from the industry if she
intervened. Ms. Hassan
questioned why the Pala-
rivattom police had not re-
gistered an FIR on her
complaint against defama-
tory allegations made by
Ms. Priya, despite the inter-
vention of Home Minister

Ramesh Chennithala.

Ms. Hassan said she had
been targeted ever since
opposing the executive
committee’s decision to ac-
cept a donation from a
temple trust.

“To remain president’

A few hours later, Ms. Me-
non sought to put up a
brave front, claiming that
her decision to remain as
AMMA president has the

backing of superstars
Mammootty and
Mohanlal.

In a Facebook post un-
der the banner ‘Satyameva
Jayate’, she said that an al-
leged attempt by “a section
to hijack” AMMA by ex-
ploiting disputes within
the organisation had been
thwarted thanks to the in-
tervention of the court.
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Central licensing
net to cover stem
cell, gene therapies

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of
Health recently amended
the Drugs Rules, 1945 to
bring cell and stem cell
products, gene therapies,
and xenografts under the
Centrally Licence Approv-
ing Authority (CLAA) fra-
mework, closing a long-
standing regulatory gap in
India’s oversight of ad-
vanced therapies.

The amendment does
not amount to automatic
approval of these thera-
pies, nor will it immediate-
ly make them cheaper or
more accessible, a Health
Ministry official clarified
on Saturday. Manufactur-
ers will still have to prove
safety, quality and efficacy,
secure clinical trial and
marketing approvals, and
comply with the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act.

The change lays the reg-
ulatory groundwork for
safer, more reliable access
to advanced treatments ov-
er time, with both Central
and State licensing authori-
ties now jointly overseeing
these products, the official
said.

The move comes against
the backdrop of clinics
across India offering costly,
often unproven stem cell
treatments for several con-
ditions, including autism
and spinal cord injury.

The amendment brings
such products under a un-
iform framework for the
first time, addressing a reg-
ulatory grey zone that had
let some clinics market du-
bious “stem cell” cures
while charging patients
large sums, Mandeep
Singh Malhotra, director,
surgical oncologist at C.K.
Birla Hospital, Delhi, said.

Until now, the CLAA sys-
tem covered only specific
high-risk biologics — vac-
cines, large-volume paren-
terals, and recombinant
DNA-derived drugs -
which needed manufactur-
ing licences from State Li-
censing Authorities with
CLAA approval. Stem cell
and cell-based products
had been classified as
“new drugs” since 2018,

The amendment does not
amount to automatic approval
of these therapies.

requiring regulatory clea-
rance for clinical use, but
the Rules had no dedicated
provision for issuing manu-
facturing licences to these
categories. The amend-
ment fixes this by revising
Rules 75, 75A, 76, and 76A
along with the relevant li-
censing forms.

The updated framework
will cover regenerative
treatments and CAR-T cell
therapies for blood can-
cers, including lymphoma,
gene replacement, and ed-
iting products for genetic
disorders and cancers, and
animal-tissue-derived pro-
ducts, including heart
valves used in cardiology
and orthopaedics.

Experts note that India’s
drug regulatory architec-
ture has traditionally been
built around its generics in-
dustry, which evaluates
equivalence to already ap-
proved drugs — a model ill-
suited to novel cell and
gene therapies. The gap
became apparent in 2023,
when ImmunoACT won
approval for NexCAR19, In-
dia’s first indigenous CAR-T
therapy, only after regula-
tors and the company
worked out evaluation
standards during the pro-
cess itself.

Analysts caution that
while the new framework
should curb unregulated
and unproven therapies,
the added compliance
layer could lengthen ap-
proval timelines and raise
costs, especially for small-
er biotech firms. Broader
constraints — limited ma-
nufacturing infrastructure,
a shortage of specialised
workforce, and con-
strained clinical research
capacity — remain unad-
dressed.

Govt. asks Telegram to take
proactive anti-piracy action

Move signals fresh escalation in issues between Centre and Telegram; platform has been accused

of ‘delayed action against piracy reports; it was asked to remove over 3,100 URLs in March 2026

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of In-
I formation and
Broadcasting “has

demanded that Telegram
take proactive action in de-
tecting and taking down pi-
rated content on its plat-
form,” a senior official said
on Saturday. Telegram has
been asked to reply to the
Union Ministry’s notice
within 15 days.

The move is a fresh es-
calation of issues between
the government and the
Dubai-headquartered mes-
saging app, following a
week-long ban ahead of
the rescheduled National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET).

Telegram has been ac-
cused in multiple court
cases of delayed or little ac-
tion in response to reports
of piracy.

The app has emerged as
a haven for pirates since it
places few limits on file siz-
es that users can upload on
channels for free, enraging
entertainment industry ex-
ecutives who have seen it
turn into a convenient hub

Telegram was also served a notice on its username feature by the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. REUTERS

for pirated books, new-
spapers, TV series, and
films.

The firm spends tens of
millions of dollars on its
operations in India without
earning back, Telegram
founder Pavel Durov has
said. A Telegram spokes-
person did not have an im-
mediate comment on the
notice, in response to The
Hindu.

Even as Telegram in re-
cent years moved to comp-
ly with both court orders
and private infringement
complaints faster, the I1&B
Ministry has sent the firm
its own orders, including

on the removal of more
than 3,100 URLs in March
this year. Telegram com-
plied with that order.

This may not be
enough, and the Ministry is
now demanding that the
firm do more to automati-
cally detect piracy. A note
shared by a senior official
describing the notice said
that it was aimed at creat-
ing a “clear shift from pie-
cemeal takedown to plat-
form accountability”, and
that the firm “is required to
observe due diligence un-
der the IT Act and IT
Rules”.

Under Section 3(1)(b) of

the IT Rules, 2021, inter-
mediaries, including Tele-
gram, are required to
“make reasonable efforts
by [themselves], and to
cause the users of [their]
computer resource to not
[share] any information
that... infringes any patent,
trademark, copyright or
other proprietary rights”.

Telegram fought its
week-long ban, which has
been justified by the Na-
tional Testing Agency
(NTA) in the Delhi High
Court as a way to prevent
misinformation on leaks
made possible by an app
feature on backdating the
timestamp on messages
sent on the platform. Jus-
tice Tejas Karia ruled that
the ban was proportionate
and legal.

Shortly after this order,
Telegram was also served a
notice on its username fea-
ture by the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology, which
had asked WhatsApp to
pause the rollout of a simi-
lar feature. It is unclear if
the IT Ministry has specifi-
cally directed Telegram to
disable the feature.

Involvement in Iran
mediation will not
benefit India: envoy

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Rejecting comparisons bet-
ween India’s role on the
world stage and Pakistan’s
recent mediation efforts in
the Iran crisis, Ambassa-
dor to China Vikram Do-
raiswami said on Saturday
that New Delhi's involve-
ment in an already crowd-
ed field would not have
particularly benefited
India.

“The question about
mediation that you're talk-
ing about, this is for indivi-
dual countries to decide
whether that adds value to
their larger national posi-
tion. We have done our bit
of that in the past. I don’t
see how, at this point of
time in what is already a
crowded field, that would
benefit us in any particular
way,” he said at the World
Peace Forum in Beijing, an
annual foreign policy event
hosted by Tsinghua Univer-
sity. He was speaking in
response to a question
from Chinese media, on
Pakistan’s mediation in the
Iran crisis and India’s
broader global leadership
aspirations.

Mr. Doraiswami pointed

out that India and China,
as two major powers, had
both not offered their ser-
vices to mediate whether
in Ukraine or Iran, and ad-
ded it was unfair to com-
pare India with Pakistan
considering, for instance,
their different economic
sizes or India’s broader in-
tegration with the world.

“As far as I see it, our po-
sition in recent crises, both
in West Asia and even in
Eastern Europe, has been
quite similar to that of Chi-
na. I don’t see China or In-
dia actually stepping for-
ward to offer mediatory
services in either of these
two matters. Quite frankly,
I think the comparison
with Pakistan, if I might be
a little direct, is a little un-
fair to us. I think the econo-
mies of the two countries
will tell you a lot. It is up to
that country to decide
what it chooses to do in the
region. I don’t see why we
should follow a leaf from
their book,” he said.

“About what more could
India do in terms of global
leadership, we should look
at countries according to
what they are actually do-
ing in the larger global sys-
tem,” he added.

CJP protest garners fresh political support

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)'s protest at Jantar
Mantar entered its 15th day
on Saturday, drawing fresh
political support from AAP
MP Sanjay Singh and CPI
(M) MP John Brittas, while
climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk continued the
seventh day of his hunger
strike. All India Students’
Association (AISA) said one
of its fasting student lead-
ers was hospitalised after
her condition turned
critical.

AISA said JNUSU Joint
Secretary Danish Ali was
admitted to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital on Saturday
evening after her blood su-
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gar level dropped follow-

ing seven days of fasting.
The organisation said

she was admitted to the

hospital for intravenous
fluids, while five other Al-
SA activists — Neha, Man-
ish, Hrishikesh, Deepak
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eaks during a protest at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on
Saturday. Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk is also present. ANI

and Aameen — continued
their indefinite hunger
strike along with Mr. Wang-
chuk and other protesters.

Addressing a gathering,
Mr. Sanjay Singh accused
the BJP government of ig-
noring students despite re-
peated examination con-
troversies and questioned
why BJP leaders had not vi-
sited the protest site.

“All political parties are
here expressing solidarity
with a genuine demand of
the youngsters of the coun-
try. Who is stopping BJP
leaders from coming here
and supporting the stu-
dents?” he said.

CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP
John Brittas, who said he
had come from Kerala to
express solidarity, de-
scribed the agitation as a
nationwide struggle to pro-
tect the future of young
people.

Modi greets
Trump on US.
Independence
anniversary

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday greeted
President Donald Trump
and the people of the Unit-
ed States on the 250" anni-
versary of  America’s
Independence.

India and the U.S. share
more than a strategic part-
nership, Mr. Modi said. He
said the two countries
shared belief in democracy
and the rule of law, and the
limitless potential of their
people make the friendship
a force for global good.

Three more
arrested in
TET paper
leak scam

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

Samrat unveils plans
to set up 100 Fast
Track Courts in Bihar

Amit Bhelari

MUMBAI

Three more persons were
arrested by the Special In-
vestigation Team probing
the Maharashtra Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) ques-
tion paper leak scam.

A Thane court on Satur-
day remanded them in pol-
ice custody till July 9. The
special police team arrest-
ed them from Agra in Uttar
Pradesh. With this, the
number of persons behind
bars in this case has
reached 10.

“All the three accused
are employees of Mahin
Patran Pvt. Limited, the
company that had been
awarded the contract by
Maharashtra’s Education
Department to print the
question papers. These
employees are responsible
for bringing the paper out
of the company,” said Pa-
van Bansod, an official of
the Maharashtra SIT.

The names of the em-
ployees are — Naresh Pu-
ranchand Mahore, Sanjay-
kumar Sureshchandra
Chandra and Babulal Na-
rayansingh Kushwaha. Ac-
cording to the investigation
so far, the three men were
in touch with Bijendar Ku-
mar Gupta, the absconding
mastermind.

CM
K

PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Sam-
rat Choudhary on Saturday
announced plans to set up
100 Fast Track Courts
(FTCs) in the State. He said
this while addressing the
two-day State-level confe-
rence on “New Criminal
Laws” organised in Bodh
Gaya. Mr. Choudhary said
that action will be taken to
establish 100 FTCs for the
prompt resolution and
control of cases related to
crime.

The Chief Minister as-
serted that the State’s judi-
ciary, police and adminis-
tration bear the major
responsibility in delivering
justice to a population of
over 14 crores.“Work pro-
ceeds effectively when the
judiciary and the executive
act as partners. Justice be-
comes truly meaningful
only when public trust in
the judicial system is
strengthened; this requires
better coordination among
the judiciary, the police
and the executive,” Mr.
Choudhary said.

He called for regular
coordination meetings bet-
ween the government and
the judiciary to enhance
the effectiveness of investi-
gation, prosecution and

Samrat Choudhary

judicial processes. He as-
serted that effective imple-
mentation of new laws —
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita and Bhara-
tiya Sakshya Adhiniyam —
requires maximum use of
technology and Artificial
Intelligence (AI), adding
that modern technology
will play a crucial role in
crime control, surveillance
and ensuring speedy jus-
tice. The State government
is providing police stations
with CCTV systems, digital
tools and scientific investi-
gation facilities for the
same, he said.

He also said that
through the ‘112’ emergen-
cy service, the police cur-
rently reach the scene of
an incident in an average of
10 minutes, and a target
has been set to reduce this
time to 7 to 8 minutes.

Centre lists six Indians,
17 Pakistan nationals as
terrorists under UAPA

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) has added Ab-
dul Rauf, whom the go-
vernment describes as a
key Lashkar-e-Taiba opera-
tive working under its chief
Hafiz Saeed and involved
in planning, coordinating
and financing terrorist ac-
tivities, into the list of de-
signated terrorists. The lat-
est addition of 23 names
into the designated list of
terrorists under the Unlaw-
ful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) was notified by
the Ministry on Saturday.
“Of the 23 terrorists an-
nounced today, 17 are Pa-
kistani nationals, and 6 are
Indian nationals. However,
all of them at present oper-
ate from Pakistan and Pa-

kistan-occupied  Jammu
and Kashmir,” Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said.

Five of the six Indians
designated as terrorists are
from Jammu and Kashmir.
They have been identified
as Firdous Ahmad Bhat
(33) from Kulgam, Haroon
Rashid Ganai alias ‘Shu-
noo’ (36) from Anantnag,
Bilal Ahmad Mir alias ‘Ah-
mad Bhai’ (27) from So-

All of them are
currently operating
from Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, says Shah

pore, Abid Quyoom Lone
(27) from Baramulla and
Nazir Ahmed Gujjar alias
‘Munazil’ from Doda.

The MHA also designat-
ed senior JeM functionary
Masood Ilyas Kashmiri, al-
leging that he recruited
youth into the outfit, facili-
tated infiltration into India
and was involved in the
April 2022 attack on Sunj-
wan military station in
Jammu.

Also designated were
Mohammad Mussadiq, de-
scribed as a key handler of
terrorist infiltration into
J&K who allegedly supplied
weapons through drones
and planned attacks; Mufti
Muhammad Asghar Khan,
aJeM “launching comman-
der” linked to the 2016 Na-
grota Army camp attack;
Hafiz Abdul Shakoor,

another launching com-
mander accused of facili-
tating recruitment, train-
ing and infiltration; and
Abdullah Jehadi, who alleg-
edly ran JeM camps and

helped orchestrate terror
attacks.

The list also includes
Ghulam Fareed, accused of
providing arms and ammu-
nition to terrorists; Ashfaq
Ahmad, who, the govern-
ment says, provided tech-
nical assistance to terror
networks; Waseem Noor
Jat, accused of using
drones to deliver weapons
and ammunition; and Mau-
lana Imdad Ullah Makki,
described as a coordinator
of several terror activities
and head of multiple JeM
factions.

Also listed are Hafiz
Khalid Waleed, alleged to
be a close associate of Hafiz
Saeed and mastermind of
several terror attacks; Mau-
lana Saifullah Khalid, de-
scribed as active in various
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) fac-
tions; Mohammad Yaqoob,
accused of providing logis-
tics and financial support
to terrorists; Qari Yaqub
Sheikh, alleged to have
participated in anti-India
activities while remaining
associated with various
LeT factions; and Rana If-
tikhar, who allegedly coor-
dinated among jihadist or-
ganisations and motivated
youth to participate in
terrorism.

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday
dismissed the bail applica-
tions of activists Umar Kha-
lid and Sharjeel Imam, ac-
cused in the larger
conspiracy case related to
the 2020 northeast Delhi
riots, holding that it was
bound by the Supreme
Court’s January order,
which had imposed certain
conditions on the same.

The Supreme Court had
on January 5 this year re-
jected the bail pleas of the
two and had expressly di-
rected that the applicants
could renew their bail re-
quests only after the pro-
tected witnesses in the
case were examined or
upon the expiry of one
year from January 5, 2026,
whichever was earlier.

In a common order for
both Mr. Imam and Mr.
Khalid, who have been lan-
guishing in jail for over five
years under UAPA charges,
Additional Sessions Judge
Sameer Bajpai of Karkar-
dooma Court held that the
trial court had “no option”
but to follow the Supreme
Court’s directions.

“Thus, following the

said order of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court, this court
cannot entertain the appli-

Delhi court rejects
bail pleas of Khalid,
Imam citing SC order

cations and grant bail to
the applicants. In fact the
applications are not main-
tainable and they are here-
by dismissed,” the court
said.

Changed circumstances
The defence argued that
there had been a signifi-
cant change in circum-
stances since the Supreme
Court rejected the bail
pleas of their clients. It re-
lied on the top court’s sub-
sequent ruling in Syed Iftik-
har Andrabi v. NIA, which
it said reaffirmed the prin-
ciple that prolonged incar-
ceration could justify bail.
Reliance was also placed
upon the interim bail
granted to co-accused Tas-
leem and Khalid Saifi and
on the Delhi High Court’s
recent bail order for Khur-
ram Parvez.

Contending that the
protected witnesses were
unlikely to be examined
anytime soon despite near-
ly five months having
elapsed, the defence
sought regular bail or, al-
ternatively, six months’ in-
terim bail.

Opposing the applica-
tions, the prosecution ar-
gued that there had been
no substantial change in
circumstances justifying
reconsideration of bail.
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Shah reviews
security
situation

in Manipur

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday reviewed
the security situation in
Manipur with senior State
government officials here,
while Chief Minister Y.
Khemchand Singh joined
virtually from Imphal.

Other than Manipur Go-
vernment’s Security Advis-
er Kuldiep and State Direc-
tor-General of Police
Mukesh Singh, Director-
General of Military Opera-
tions Abhijit S. Pendharkar,
and other senior officers
attended the meet and
gave detailed presenta-
tions.

While there was no offi-
cial statement from the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA), government sourc-
es said the meeting dis-
cussed the new areas of
conflict between the Kuki
and Naga communities.

Mr. Shah was apprised
of the progress in fencing
along the 1,643-km India-
Myanmar border. Sources
said that around 50 km of
the border had been
fenced so far.

It also discussed the re-
covery of looted police
weapons and the fresh in-
flux of refugees from
Myanmar, following the
continuous civil unrest in
the country, sources said.

Mamata hits out at rebels,
dares them to join the BJP

Breaking her silence, ex-West Bengal CM says they betrayed party after winning on its symbol; she

flags attacks on party leaders, removal of eggs from school menu, denial of permission for rally

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

rinamool Congress
| I Ichairperson and
former West Ben-

gal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday hit
out at party rebels and said
that they had committed
betrayal after winning on
the party symbol, and
dared them to join the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP).

“The party was like a
mother to you and you
have betrayed it. You are
directly supporting the
BJP. You will support the
BJP and then claim to be
Trinamool [but] that can-
not happen, because the
ideology of Trinamool is
against the BJP,” Ms. Baner-
jee said during a social me-
dia live session.

The former Chief Minis-
ter broke her weeks-long
silence after her party had
split with a majority of
MLAs and Lok Sabha MPs
deciding to shift their loyal-
ties after the defeat in the
Assembly polls.

“Those who are dishon-
est and traitors, those who
are sponsored by the BJP, I
dare them to join the BJP.
With the support of the
BJP, you want to break the

Banerjee speaking about various issues on Saturday. ANI

party. What do you think,
am I dead?” she asked.

Ms. Banerjee made her
remarks two days after re-
bel MLAs led by Leader of
the Opposition Ritabrata
Banerjee appeared before
the Election Commission.
The EC has sought a res-
ponse from both the fac-
tions of the party.

‘Symbol is with us’
Ms. Banerjee said that if
the EC decides to snatch
the party symbol away
from her and give it to the
rebels, even then it will not
make much of a difference
as the people will decide
who the Trinamool Con-
gress is.

“We believe that the

symbol will remain with
us. But if we imagine that
Vanish Kumar [Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar] who conduct-
ed the elections to finish
us, takes away the symbol
from us, how does it mat-
ter?” she said.

Ms. Banerjee spoke on a
host of issues, including
school children not receiv-
ing eggs under the mid-day
meal scheme, denial of
permission for the party to
hold a rally on July 21 in
front of Victoria House,
and the arrests of party
workers by the ruling BJP
in the State.

“It has been noticed that
repeated attacks have been
carried out against Trina-

mool Congress leaders and
workers, including on Abh-
ishek Banerjee, Mahua
Moitra and several other
party leaders and work-
ers,” Ms. Banerjee said.
She alleged that many par-
ty workers have been sub-
jected to custodial harass-
ment, including being
forced to sleep on the floor,
being shackled, humiliat-
ed, and subjected to de-
grading treatment.

Greets Adhikari

The Trinamool Congress
chairperson, while extend-
ing her best wishes to Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhika-
ri, said that she had cam-
paigned for him several
times.

“Let me say this: becom-
ing Chief Minister does not
erase history. You were
once in Congress, you lost
elections several times,
and I personally cam-
paigned in your consti-
tuency because it was my
responsibility — not so-
mething I claim credit for.
You also served for nearly a
decade as a Trinamool
Congress MLA and Minis-
ter, holding portfolios such
as Transport and Irriga-
tion, overseeing several
districts,” she said.

Yet another setback for
Mamata as key aide resigns
from all Trinamool posts

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Former West Bengal Fi-
nance Minister and Mama-
ta Banerjee loyalist, Chan-
drima Bhattacharya on
Saturday resigned from all
posts of the Trinamool
Congress and gave hints
that she has aligned with
the camp of rebels led by
Leader of the Opposition
Ritabrata Banerjee.

Ms. Bhattacharya, who
has remained with the par-
ty chairperson over the
past few decades, sent a
letter to Ms. Banerjee an-
nouncing her resignation
as head of the party’s State
unit. In the season of
changing political loyalties
in West Bengal, the resig-
nation of Ms. Bhattacharya
is yet another setback for
Ms. Banerjee, who has on-
ly a handful of loyalists left.

Ms. Bhattacharya said
that after the MLAs of the
rebel faction of the party
took over the Trinamool
Congress party office on
Friday, the former Chief
Minister had called and ac-
cused her of allowing the
rebels to take over the
party.

“I'was deeply hurt when
she (Ms. Banerjee) called
me to say that I have hand-
ed over the party office to

Chandrima Bhattacharya

them (the rebels), although
I do not know how I did
that. It is evident that my
loyalty and trustworthi-
ness were shaken from
their roots. This had never
happened in the past.
Once those fundamental
binding forces are gone,
there is no reason for me to
stay in the party or return
to it,” Ms. Bhattacharya
told presspersons.

Ms. Bhattacharya, a
three-time MLA of the
State, was defeated by
BJP’s Sourav Sikdar from
Dum Dum Uttar consti-
tuency in the recently-con-
cluded Assembly election.
She joins a long list of Ma-
mata Banerjee loyalists like
former Minister Firhad Ha-
kim and several MPs who
have decided to switch
loyalties.

While the former State
Finance Minister did not

criticise Ms. Banerjee, Ms.
Bhattacharya said she was
not consulted during im-
portant decisions in the
previous regime, including
the preparation of the
State Budget.

Ms. Bhattacharya was
the authorised signatory of
Trinamool before the Elec-
tion Commission. The Ma-
mata Banerjee loyalists
shared a letter to secretary
of EC, written by the party
chairperson dated June 15,
which stated that the two
persons who will commun-
icate with the commission
are Abhishek Banerjee and
Derek O’ Brien.

Meets Ritabrata
After resigning from all
posts of Trinamool, Ms.
Bhattacharya went to the
State Assembly and met Ri-
tabrata Banerjee and other
rebel MLAs. While the
former Minister did not say
that she joined the rebel
camp, her actions indicate
that she has warmed up to
them.

“There is a tendency in
a private limited company
(referring to Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led party) to insult
its employees... Whatever
is the experience of all us,
Chandrima di (Bhatta-
charya) has a similar expe-
rience,” Mr. Ritabrata said.

EC can hold bypolls any time within
6 months after vacancy, say experts

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
announced byelections to
only three Assembly seats
— one each in Bihar, Mad-
hya Pradesh, and Gujarat —
on Thursday, though there
are currently at least 14 va-
cant seats in State legisla-
tures across the country,
apart from six vacant Par-
liamentary seats — three
each in the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha.

The Representation of
the People (RPA) Act man-
dates bypolls within six
months of a seat falling va-
cant, but experts said the
EC has the discretionary
power to choose at which
point during these six
months it should conduct
the polls. The courts have
generally shown deference
to the EC’s decisions in
such matters, they said.

The RPA Act also carves
out two exceptions to this
six-month rule: where the
remainder of the term is
less than one year, or
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The EC announced byelections
to only three Assembly seats.

where the Election Com-
mission, in consultation
with the Union govern-
ment, certifies that it is dif-
ficult to hold the byelec-
tion within the prescribed
period. However, through
judicial interpretation, a
third exception has been
recognised — when there is
a pending election petition
concerning that vacant
seat.

Too fast, too slow
Opposition parties have re-
peatedly questioned the
“hurry” and “delay” in an-
nouncing bypolls.

For instance, the EC’s
announcement of a bypoll
in Madhya Pradesh’s Datia

Assembly seat on Thurs-
day led to protests from
the Congress, which ques-
tioned the “hurry” of the
poll body. The seat had fal-
len vacant after the dis-
qualification of the Con-
gress’s Rajendra Bharti in
April, following his convic-
tion in a fraud case. He has
challenged the verdict in
the Delhi High Court and
sought a stay. His plea is
scheduled to be heard on
July 8 and bypolls are sche-
duled for July 30.

According to legal ex-
perts, the EC can go ahead
with its schedule for by-
polls until and unless the
court grants a stay. “Till the
court gives a stay on hold-
ing a byelection, the EC
can announce bypolls any-
time within a six-month
time frame, even if a case is
pending,” senior Supreme
Court lawyer Sanjay Hegde
told The Hindu.

The Congress is also
pointing to the delay in
holding a byelection for Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Milkipur seat,
which was vacated follow-
ing the election of the Sa-
majwadi Party’s Awadesh
Prasad to the Lok Sabha.

In this case, however, an
election petition by the BJP
candidate was pending in
the Allahabad High Court
and the bypoll was sche-
duled only in February
2025, after the petition in
the High Court was even-
tually withdrawn.

The Supreme Court, in
the Election Commission of
India v. Telangana Rashtra
Samithi case, had held that
a seat cannot be treated as
available for a bypoll while
the validity of its previous
election itself is under
challenge. The commis-
sion must therefore await
the outcome of the elec-
tion petition before pro-
ceeding with the byelec-
tion, it had said.

“This interpretation is
sound because an election
petition may ultimately re-
sult in the court declaring
another candidate to have
been duly elected. If a bye-
lection has already been
held by then, that declara-
tion would become largely
otiose,” said Swapnil Tri-
pathi, Lead at Charkha, the
Constitutional Law Centre
at the Vidhi Centre for Le-
gal Policy.

Cong. asks why agencies
are silent on ‘big thieves’ in
Ram Temple donation row

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Continuing its attack on
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the alleged em-
bezzlement of donations at
the Ram Temple in Ayod-
hya, the Congress on Satur-
day asked why Central in-
vestigative agencies had
failed to act against the
“big thieves™ in the case.

The party also said the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) could not ab-
solve itself of responsibility
by merely issuing a
statement.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Uttar Pradesh
Congress Legislature Party
leader Aradhana Misra dis-
missed as “crocodile tears”
the statement issued by
RSS general secretary Dat-
tatreya Hosabale on the al-
leged theft of offerings at
the temple.

Ms. Misra said that while
“they (the Congress) were
worshippers of Lord Ram,
the BJP was a merchant
and traded in the name of

o

Aradhana Misra

Lord Ram”. She alleged
that the BJP and the RSS
were now trying to dis-
tance themselves from the
controversy through a
“scripted statement” and
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s silence on
the issue.

‘Questions RSS’

Ms. Misra said senior of-
fice-bearers of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust were asso-
ciated with the RSS and
that the alleged theft of of-
ferings had taken place un-
der their watch. Naming
Champat Rai, Anil Mishra
and Gopal Rao, she asked

whether these functionar-
ies, who were at the helm
of the trust, were linked to
the RSS and, if the organi-
sation was genuinely dis-
tressed by the incident,
why no action had been ta-
ken against them.

She also questioned
why no FIR had been regis-
tered against senior trust
officials and why accounta-
bility had not been fixed
on those responsible for
overseeing the temple’s ad-
ministration. While lower-
level employees had been
arrested, senior function-
aries of the trust had been
shielded, she alleged.

Ms. Misra asked why
agencies such as the Enfor-
cement Directorate, the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Income Tax
Department had not acted
despite what she described
as large-scale financial ir-
regularities linked to the
temple. She reiterated the
Congress’ demand for an
investigation into the mat-
ter under the supervision
of a Supreme Court judge.

Ram Temple
Trust meeting
to discuss

SIT report

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Members of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust will meet at
the Mani Ramdas Chavni in
Ayodhya on Monday to dis-
cuss the preliminary re-
port of the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT), formed
to probe the Ram Temple
alleged donation embez-
zlement case, and the re-
signations of its trustees in
its wake.

The first of the five-point
agenda of the meeting,
scheduled for 3 p.m., is a
discussion on the resigna-
tions of the Trust’s general
secretary, Champat Rai,
and trustee Anil Mishra.
Both individuals, along
with administrator Gopal
Rao, have been at the
centre of controversy since
news of the alleged embez-
zlement charges at the
Ram Temple broke.

Trust members are also
likely to deliberate on the
appointment of a Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer to oversee
the management of the

temple.

Parliament’s
Monsoon
Session from
July 20: Rijiju

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Monsoon Session of
Parliament will be held
from July 20 to August 13,
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju said on
Saturday.

In a post on X, he said
President Droupadi Mur-
mu had approved the sum-
moning of both the Houses
of Parliament for the Mon-
soon Session 2026. “The
Session will commence on
July 20 and continue till
August 13 for meaningful
debate and decisions on is-
sues of national impor-
tance,” he said.
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Bihar BJP MLA gets
four-year jail term in
2018 firing death case

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday
sentenced Bihar MLA Raju
Kumar Singh, convicted in
a 2018 case in which a wo-
man was killed in celebra-
tory firing in Fatehpur Be-
ri, to simple imprisonment
for four years and slapped
a fine of 25 lakh.

Special Judge Vishal
Gogne pronounced the
substantive portion of the
sentence orally. “The con-
vict is sentenced to four
years’ simple imprison-
ment under Section 304
part II of the IPC and two
months’ imprisonment un-

der the Arms Act,” he said.

Judge Gogne said that
Mr. Singh, the BJP MLA
from Sahebganj, will also
pay a compensation of 325
lakh to the family mem-
bers of the victim.

Earlier on Friday, Mr.
Singh urged the court to re-
lease him on probation, ar-
guing that he had no inten-
tion to cause death and
had an otherwise unblem-
ished record as a public
representative.

In a 97-page order on
June 6, the court said, “The
acts of celebratory firing
during festivities are a
scourge that often cause fa-
talities in our country.”

Warring dismisses talk of rift
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Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring on Saturday dismissed
suggestions of a rebellion
in the party’s State unit, as-
serting that the Congress
remained united and that
he is not in the race to be-
come the party’s chief mi-
nisterial face for the 2027
Assembly election.
Describing former Chief
Minister and Jalandhar MP
Charanjit Singh Channi as
“a respected senior lead-
er” and “our brother”, Mr.
Warring said his sole aim is
to ensure the Congress re-
turns to power in Punjab.
He added that he would
have no objection if the
party leadership chose Mr.
Channi or any other leader

as its chief ministerial face.

“In the next few days,
the entire Punjab Congress
leadership will be seen to-
gether on one platform,
fighting the battle for Pun-
jab. The Congress is unit-
ed. Our rivals can dream
on, but nothing is going to
happen,” he said.

His remarks came a day
after several incumbent
and former Congress MLAs
gathered at Mr. Channi's
residence in Rupnagar dis-
trict, backing the former
Chief Minister to be recon-
sidered for the post of Pun-
jab Congress president.

The gathering followed
the Congress high com-
mand’s decision on July 1
to retain Mr. Warring as
State unit chief while ap-
pointing Mr. Channi the
chairman of the campaign
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Amrinder Singh Raja Warring

committee for the 2027 As-
sembly election.

Rejecting speculation of
infighting, Mr. Warring
said the leaders had mere-
ly visited Mr. Channi to
congratulate him on his
new responsibility. “They
had gone to the residence
of our former Chief Minis-
ter and campaign commit-

in Punjab

tee chairman. Some went
to meet him and some to
congratulate him. How is
this a rebellion? It would
have been one had Mr.
Channi or I said someth-
ing,” the Congress leader
said.

He accused rival parties
of portraying the meeting
as a challenge to the Con-
gress high command, ad-
ding that neither Mr. Chan-
ni nor any senior leader
present had made remarks
amounting to defiance. Re-
ferring to senior leader
Tript Rajinder Singh Baj-
wa, Mr. Warring said those
present had publicly reiter-
ated their respect for the
party leadership.

‘Act against rebels’
The Punjab unit of Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) chal-

Congress

lenged the Congress lea-
dership to act against
leaders who publicly
backed Mr. Channi despite
the decision to retain Mr.
Warring as State president.

Senior BJP spokesper-
son Pritpal Singh Baliawal,
in a post on social media
platform X on Saturday,
questioned whether the
Congress would act against
those who had “publicly
rebelled” against the high
command’s decision.

“Will the Congress lea-
dership have the courage
to act against those who
have publicly rebelled
against the appointment of
the Punjab Congress presi-
dent? Or does discipline
apply only to some, while
open defiance is rewarded
for others,” Mr. Baliawal
stated in the post.
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India’s P-8i maritime patrol

aircraft in Hawaii for RIMPAC

Indian Navy’s P-8i maritime patrol aircraft is in
Hawaii to participate in the Rim of the Pacific
Exercise - the world’s largest naval exercise
hosted by the U.S. Pacific Fleet. “Indian Navy’s
participation reaffirms its commitment to a free,
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific by enhancing
interoperability, Maritime Domain Awareness
and cooperation with partner navies,” the Indian
Embassy in the U.S. said in a post on X. Thirty
countries, thirty surface ships, five submarines,
15 national land forces, more than 206 aircraft
and 30,000 personnel are participating in
RIMPAC from June 24 to July 31. em

Lt. Governor holds discussion
on Great Nicobar project

Andaman and Nicobar Islands Lt. Governor
Admiral D. K. Joshi (Retd) held a meeting with
Chandra Prakash Goyal, chairperson of the
high-level committee of the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), to review the sustainable
development of Great Nicobar Islands, an official
said on Saturday. In the meeting, it was discussed
that during the construction and operational
phases of mega strategic and infrastructure
projects, mitigation measures must be
implemented to eliminate environmental
damage, protection of wildlife and socio-cultural
ecosystems in the Great Nicobar Islands. er

IMD issues red alert for heavy
rains in parts of West Bengal

A low-pressure system over the Bay of Bengal is
likely to turn into a deep depression, bringing
extremely heavy rainfall in the southern parts of
West Bengal over the weekend, prompting the
local administration to initiate round-the-clock
monitoring measures. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued a red warning for South
24 Parganas and Purba Medinipur districts. It
also issued an orange alert for Jhargram, Paschim
Medinipur and Howrah, asking people to be
prepared for severe weather, and warned that
the situation could worsen on Sunday. Heavy rain
has also been forecast for the remaining districts
of South Bengal. rni

Venezuela thanks India for
aiding earthquake survivors

Venezuela’s Foreign Minister Yvan Gil visited the
Indian field hospital in Caracas and thanked New
Delhi for its earthquake relief work. The field
hospital, set up by the Indian Army at the
International La Rinconada Racetrack, provides
comprehensive care to those affected by the
devastating earthquakes that took place in
Venezuela last month, which killed more than
1,700 people. Under the mission, two Indian Air
Force C-17 Globemaster aircraft transported 66
tonnes of aid, including the Indian Army field
hospital, over 35 tonnes of relief supplies,
medicines and medical equipment, and two
BHISHM Cubes. e
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India’s semiconductor push
will create countless jobs: PM

Modi inaugurates semiconductor facility in Gujarat’s Sanand; he says such clusters will bring in

economic transformation; he urges youth to tap new opportunities in era of Artificial Intelligence

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi on Sa-
turday said India is

giving birth to semicon-
ductor clusters across the
country, and described the
current phase as the begin-
ning of large-scale employ-
ment and economic
transformation.

He said the country is
building the entire elec-
tronics value chain, from
products and components
to semiconductors, which
will serve as the road map
for Viksit Bharat.

He said semiconductor
clusters were emerging not
only in Sanand (Gujarat)
but at multiple locations
across India.

Mr. Modi, who inaugu-
rated the CG Semi Out-
sourced Semiconductor
Assembly and Test (OSAT)
facility in Sanand, also said
India’s youth would power
the artificial intelligence,
robotics and next-genera-
tion technology revolution
with made-in-India chips.

He said the plant reflect-
ed the government’s vision
of ‘Design in India’ and
‘Make in India’ and noted
that he had laid the foun-
dation stone for the project
in 2024, chip testing began

Future ready: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the semiconductor
facility in Sanand, Gujarat, on Saturday. VIJAY SONEJI

in August 2025, and com-
mercial production had
now commenced.

Appeal to youth

Mr. Modi said the coming
era of artificial intelligence
would open up new ave-
nues for skills and exper-
tise. “The youth of India
should not lose this oppor-
tunity. I want to tell the
youngsters of the country:
‘Your ideas, my support,”
Mr. Modi said.

“It (semiconductor in-
dustry) is the next step in
the electronics revolution
that has taken place in In-
dia over the past decade,”
he added as he was handed
the first semiconductor
chips made at the compa-
ny, to be exported to Ja-

pan. First, it was the IT re-
volution that created
opportunities for lakhs of
Indians to showcase their
talent, he said. Then the
smartphone and electron-
ics manufacturing boom
opened new avenues for
employment and innova-
tion. “Now, the world is en-
tering the era of semicon-
ductors and artificial
intelligence revolution that
will create opportunities
for countless people.”

Government’s goal

The CG facility is part of
the India Semiconductor
Mission and will undertake
the assembly, packaging
and testing of semiconduc-
tor chips. Mr. Modi said the
project was built in part-

nership with companies
from Thailand and Japan,
and described it as a model
of technology, trust and
collaboration that would
strengthen India’s semi-
conductor sector.

He also said that the go-
vernment’s goal is to build
a complete semiconductor
ecosystem in India, from
chip design to fabrication
and packaging. “I'm in-
formed that this unit has
the capacity to manufac-
ture 20 crore chips annual-
ly and that the company
aims to scale up produc-
tion to more than 500
crore chips a year, which
means 1.5 crore chips per
day,” he said.

He called the project a
“success story” and a “re-
volution”.

He said many women
employees from the hinter-
lands of the country who
completed their ITI train-
ing were now working at
the plant. He said many of
them had never visited
Delhi or Mumbai and had
never held a passport be-
fore travelling to Malaysia
for training.

“They learnt advanced
semiconductor manufac-
turing techniques there
and are now part of India’s
chip manufacturing
sector.”

Gujarat Police bring
home missing teen
from Karnataka

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

For a family in Gujarat’s Va-
dodara, the past five
months were filled with an-
xiety after their 14-year-old
daughter went missing.
Gujarat Police came to
their aid, travelling nearly
1,200 kilometres to Karna-
taka to rescue the girl and
reunite her with her
family.

The girl went missing
from the Chhani area of Va-
dodara on December 18.
The case was initially in-
vestigated by the local pol-
ice and was later trans-
ferred to the Vadodara
Anti-Human  Trafficking
Unit (AHTU).

According to the police,
investigators used techni-
cal surveillance and intelli-
gence inputs to trace the
accused, Sunilkumar Kesa-
risinh Bariya in Shivamog-
ga in Karnataka.

A five-member team
from the Vadodara AHTU
travelled to Karnataka and
arrested Mr. Bariya from
the temple premises with
assistance from the local
police after two days of ob-
servations.

During interrogation, he
disclosed the girl’s loca-
tion, following which the
police rescued the girl and
reunited her with her fami-
ly. As per the police, Mr.

The minor was
rescued during
Operation Milap to

trace missing
children and adults

Bariya assumed a new
identity and began work-
ing as a priest at a Jain tem-
ple in Shivamogga and
kept the girl at the temple
after introducing her as his
wife.

Month-long campaign

The rescue was carried out
during the extended phase
of Operation Milap, a State-
wide campaign to trace

missing children and
adults.
Additional Director

General of Police (Women
Cell, CID Crime), Ajay
Choudhary, said that Oper-
ation Milap was extended
by 10 days after the com-
pletion of the month-long
campaign. He said that
Gujarat Police traced 500
missing children and
adults including 288 wo-
men, 88 girls, 21 boys and
103 men during the ex-
tended phase.

Police said that during
the first phase of Operation
Milap, conducted between
May 7 and June 5, they
traced 1,478 missing per-
sons, including 857 women
and 234 minor girls.

Delhi conclave raises federalism concerns
over ‘One Nation, One Election’ proposal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A group of eminent citi-
zens, comprising retired
bureaucrats, judges, la-
wyers, professors, writers,
civil society groups and
leaders of various move-
ments from all over the
country, on Saturday re-
jected the proposed ‘One
Nation, One Election’ in-
itiative, saying it would
fracture the federal com-
pact of the country.

At a conclave on ‘One
Nation-One Election, Fed-
eralism and Citizenship’ at
the Constitution Club of In-
dia in New Delhi, partici-
pants said the proposal
would also curtail the abili-
ty of State Assemblies to
run their own affairs in the
manner in which the Con-
stitution has empowered
them.

The speakers expressed
concern over what they de-
scribed as the degradation
of the status of the Indian
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Key issues: At the conclave on Saturday, the speakers also
discussed the SIR, electoral processes, and caste census. ANI

Passport to “a mere travel
document”, saying it had
triggered anxieties over
the nature of citizenship.
The burden of proving citi-
zenship has been shifted
onto citizens, they alleged.

Outcome of SIR

Speaking on the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, former Elec-
tion Commissioner Ashok
Lavasa questioned the out-
come of the exercise,

claiming that nearly 16
crore people have so far
been disenfranchised.
“There is no data availa-
ble in the public domain to
show how many people
were deleted (from electo-
ral rolls) because they were
ineligible. There is data to
show that names were de-
leted because people mi-
grated, but not because
they were ineligible. Will
this data be made public?
The Supreme Court gave

four weeks to the EC to
submit the names to the
Foreigners Tribunals. How
many people have been re-
ferred? How did the EC as-
sess the health of electoral
rolls in comparison to pre-
vious years? Let us under-
stand the lessons learnt or
improvements that the EC
proposes. An Army colonel
called to say his wife’s
name is missing from the
draft list. There are so ma-
ny people anxious about
whether they will continue
to vote,” Mr. Lavasa said.

It was not just the con-
stitutional right to voting,
but the fundamental right
was being compromised,
according to former Su-
preme Court judges who
addressed the meeting.

The participants also ex-
pressed concern over what
they called the curtailment
of citizens’ rights and the
lack of transparency and
accountability in the elec-
toral process. Demands to
make public Form 17C,

CCTV camera footage, pre-
siding officer diaries, and
other electoral records
have been resisted by the
Election Commission (EC),
they claimed.

Caste census

Former Union Home Se-
cretary G.K. Pillai demand-
ed wider public consulta-
tion on the caste census.

He said the 2027 Popula-
tion Census would be one
of India’s most consequen-
tial demographic exercis-
es. Beyond counting the
population, it would shape
delimitation, women’s re-
servation, welfare alloca-
tion, and caste politics, he
said.

While digitisation may
improve efficiency and
speed, the success of both
the Census and the caste
census would depend on
transparency, public con-
sultation, clear classifica-
tion criteria, and careful
implementation, Mr. Pillai
said.

8 suspended in
J&K over
‘pro-separatist’
library book

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The Jammu & Kashmir
Lieutenant-Governor ad-
ministration on Saturday
suspended eight officials of
the School Education De-
partment and blacklisted
two authors and publish-
ers after “pro-separatist”
content in a book sparked
protests from the BJP and
other groups.

An official spokesperson
said the book, Personalities
and Legends of J&K, had
content related to separa-
tism, which has the poten-
tial to create law and order
situations. The spokesper-
son said it was “negli-
gence, dereliction of duty
and lack of proper due dili-
gence” by members of sub-
committee and superviso-
ry officers. The book was
published under Samagra
Shiksha for 18,328 govern-
ment schools and 394 PM
SHRI schools.

Assam releases booklet showcasing
Bodoland forests’ butterfly diversity

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Assam Forest Depart-
ment on Saturday released
a special booklet on the
butterflies found in the for-
est landscape of the Bodo-
land Territorial Region
(BTR).

Hagrama Mohilary, the
Chief Executive Member of
Bodoland Territorial Coun-
cil (BTC), released the
booklet in  Kokrajhar,
about 220 kilometres west
of Guwahati.

Spread across 3,653 sq.
km., the Bodoland forest
landscape comprises a mo-
saic of tropical evergreen,
semi-evergreen, moist
mixed-deciduous forests,
and alluvial grasslands sit-
uated at the confluence of
the Indo-Malayan and In-

Lime butterfly found in BTR of
Northeast India.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

do-Gangetic biogeographic
zones. The landscape sup-
ports 346 of Assam’s 620
recorded butterfly species,
including several rare, en-
demic and threatened
taxa, making BTR one of
the richest butterfly habi-
tats in Northeast India.
According to Sonali
Ghosh, the chief of the For-
est Department for BTR,
the region is the only eco-
logical corridor in the

Northeast where butterfly
species of the Eastern Hi-
malayas, Indo-Malayan re-
gion, and the Indo-Ganget-
ic plains occur together.

BTR’s Ultapani-Manas
landscape supports several
rare and remarkable but-
terflies including the en-
demic yellow-crested span-
gle (Papilio elephenor) and
Swinhoe’s flat (Celaenor-
rhinus zea). Other notable
Eastern Himalayan species
recorded from the land-
scape include the great
windmill (Byasa dasara-
da), Moore’s cupid (Shiji-
mia moorei), Mussoorie
bush bob (Pedesta masu-
riensis), and green awlet
(Burara vasutana).

Among the Ultapani-Ma-
nas landscape’s Indo-Ma-
layan butterflies is the
witch (Araotes lapithis).

This landscape also boasts
the Indian cupid (Everes
lacturnus assamica) and
the white-line bushbrown
(Mycalesis malsara), rarely
found elsewhere in the
Northeast.

Experts from the North-
east Butterfly Meet Net-
work say the BTR repre-
sents not only an
extraordinary centre of
butterfly diversity but also
a unique cultural land-
scape where butterflies
have inspired traditional
folklore and performing
arts. The Bagurumba, pop-
ularly known as the but-
terfly dance of the Bodo
community, is believed to
have been inspired by the
colourful mud-puddling
congregations witnessed
across the forests during
the monsoon.

Assam district orders
deportation of man
declared foreigner

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Less than a week after the
Gauhati High Court found
a declared foreigner’s citi-
zenship claim documents
invalid, the authorities of
northeastern Assam’s Bis-
wanath district have or-
dered the deportation of
another. The July 2 order,
issued by the District Ma-
gistrate, said Kayam Ansari
has been asked to leave In-
dia under the provisions of
the Immigrants (Expulsion
from Assam) Act, 1950.
The order was based on
a report submitted by the
Superintendent of Police
(Border), which said that
Mr. Ansari, a resident of
Kherbari village in the ad-
joining Sonitpur district,

“stands adjudged a foreign-
er of Bangladeshi national-
ity” by a Foreigners’ Tribu-
nal (FT) in a 2008 case.

According to the order,
no court cases, writ peti-
tions, or other legal pro-
ceedings were pending
against Mr. Ansari, lodged
at the Matia Transit Camp
for declared foreigners in
western Assam’s Goalpara
district since his arrest on
May 28, 2025.

Stating that there was
no legal impediment to his
deportation, the Biswa-
nath district authorities di-
rected Mr. Ansari to leave
Assam and proceed to Ban-
gladesh within 24 hours of
receiving the order. The or-
der warned of “forceful de-
portation in accordance
with the law” if he failed.
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Luck of the draw: Committee members blindfold a volunteer while drawing lots to
determine the race order, before the bullock cart race in Pedgaon village.
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Before the charge: A racing team helps a bull get off a transport truck after arriving at the
Pedgaon grounds.
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Pre-race ritual: Handlers walk a racing bull across the grounds at sunset, easing its

muscles after the long journey and preparing it for the next day’s race.
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On edge: An aerial view captures the intense action of a traditional bullock cart race at Pedgaon, with thousands of spectators lining the dirt tracks as racers kick up dust in a thrilling display of speed and heritage.

Fastest hooves
first on the track

Widely regarded as one of Maharashtra’s most prestigious bullock cart races, the Hindkesari Bailgada Sharyat once again drew a massive turnout in Pedgaon

Emmanual Yogini
emmanual.jackkie

@thehindu.co.in

he annual Hindkesari Pedgaon

‘Bailgada Sharyat’ (bullock cart race)

once again showcased Maharashtra’s

deep-rooted rural sporting tradition,
attracting more than 1,000 entrants and
thousands of spectators from across the region.
Pedgaon has earned a reputation as one of the
most prominent and prestigious venues on the
State’s bullock cart racing circuit, drawing
competitors and enthusiasts year after year who
vie for unmatched glory.

The event began around 7 a.m., with
competitors arriving well before sunrise to
prepare their prized bullocks for the day’s
competition. As the morning progressed, a
massive crowd gathered around the maidaan
(ground), while many spectators occupied a
nearby hilltop that offered a panoramic view of
the racing track.

The competition unfolded over multiple
rounds, testing the speed, endurance and
precision. Because of its standing as a highly
prestigious race, the stakes were incredibly high;
only one grand winner could ultimately claim the
coveted top prize of T1,21,000 and the legendary
honour associated with Pedgaon. Every single

run down the track was crucial. The atmosphere
remained electric throughout the day as
supporters cheered for their favourite teams and
celebrated every strong performance.

The buzz on the ground reached a fever pitch
as spectators eagerly anticipated the run of
champion bull ‘Bakasur’. Across the venue,
people spoke of his legendary track record, with
many calling him the “Sachin Tendulkar” of the
bullock cart racing world for his unmatched
speed and remarkable consistency.

Bakasur lived up to his reputation. As he
crossed the finish line to win the race, the entire
maidaan erupted in celebration. The bull was
instantly thronged by a massive, ecstatic sea of
spectators and fans rushing to catch a glimpse,
take photos, and celebrate the victory.

The contest of speed and skill proved once
again why it is one of the most anticipated and
revered events on Maharashtra’s rural sporting
calendar.

More than a race, it was a celebration of the
State’s agricultural heritage, the enduring
tradition of Bailgada Sharyat, and the passion that
continues to bring competitors and spectators to
Pedgaon year after year.

A

Race ready: A participant guides his bull towards the starting line as spectators crowd the hillside in anticipation of

the next round.
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Full throttle: A participant races towards the finish line, with speed, endurance and precision. Waiting game: Spectators gather beyond the finish line, cheering every strong performance throughout the day.

A

Sudden scare: Moments after crossing the finish line, a team of racing bulls veers into the crowd, sending spectators scrambling for Sea of people: Thousands of spectators stream gather around and on the track between rounds. An enduring passion continues to bring
safety in a tense few seconds. competitors and the crowd to Pedgaon every year.
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What are ICC’s
‘Return to Play
Post-Pregnancy”
guidelines?

Why was this policy necessary? What
does it entail?

Abhinaya K.

The story so far:

n June 22, 2026, the International
0 Cricket Council (ICC) announced a

framework to assist women players who
are returning to the sport after pregnancy and
childbirth. The Return to Play Post-Pregnancy
Guidelines can be used by the boards of
member countries of the ICC to design their own
policies in line with local laws for the welfare of
the cricketers. “Motherhood and elite cricket
should not be seen as mutually exclusive,” said a
spokesperson for the ICC via a press release.

What does the policy say?

The guidelines, drafted by a team led by ICC
Medical Advisory Committee member and
Australia Team Doctor Dr. Philippa Inge focuses
on “practical, physical and psychological
considerations” to support return to play. It calls
for the appointment of a case manager (usually a
doctor or a physiotherapist), who will serve as
the primary point of contact.

Centered on the welfare of the mother and
child, the policy urges flexible and focussed
communication. While recommending exercise
during pregnancy, it also highlights the lack of
evidence on designing programmes for elite
athletes. The board recommends that players
stop competing at the end of their first trimester.

For return to play, the guidelines outline the 6

Rs framework:
Practical assistance, such Ready (0-6

as access to childcare weeks), Review

facilities, breastfeeding  (6-8 weeks),
areas, travel support, REStlore @16
and opportunities for weeks),
Iternative employment Recondition
? p y > (12-16+ weeks),
is also addressed in the Return, and
ICC’s guidelines Refine, which
includes

addressing social barriers such as childcare, and
the mental well-being of the player.

Practical assistance, such as access to
childcare facilities (including spaces to change
or rest the baby), breastfeeding areas, travel
support, and opportunities for alternative
employment, is also addressed in the guidelines.

Which countries have maternity policies?
Among the cricket-playing countries, Australia
has a comprehensive parental policy which
includes paid leave, benefits, support till the
child is four years old, and contract extension
guarantees. Other countries, including New
Zealand, South Africa, England, Pakistan, and
the West Indies, also have maternity or parental
policies, though the level of support varies.
India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh do not have
dedicated board-level maternity policies for
women cricketers. In Taliban-led Afghanistan,
women are barred from playing cricket.

Have mothers played at the international
level?

Players including Bismah Maroof (Pakistan), Afy
Fletcher (West Indies), Amy Satterthwaite (New
Zealand), Megan Schutt (Australia), and
Masabata Klaas (South Africa) are mothers who
have competed on the global stage. The 2022
Women’s ODI World Cup saw the participation
of eight mothers; a few even captained their
side. In India, while there are no mothers on the
national side, Sneha Deepthi played at the
domestic level and the Women’s Premier League
after giving birth.

Why is such a policy necessary?

During the 2022 World Cup, a video of Indian
players interacting with Pakistan captain Bismah
Maroof and her daughter after a game went
viral. Such scenes are uncommon as women
players have historically been forced to choose
between their careers and starting a family.

The ‘motherhood penalty’ — the economic
disadvantages women face in the workplace as a
result of becoming mothers — plagues women
across sectors, including sports. In sport, players
face the additional burden of making a physical
comeback after pregnancy. Balancing
motherhood and professional sports is an uphill
battle for women, with many of them being
forced into early retirement. Limited research
on reproductive health in athletes also restricts
insights into how such factors interact with
performance outcomes.

These situations persist due to lack of
systemic support, protections, and failure to
take into account the practical realities of
parenthood for players. A strong and robust
maternity policy will not only support players,
but will also help retain a talented pool of
cricketers, which will benefit the sport.

Speaking about the guidelines, ICC Chairman
Jay Shah said, “No player should have to choose
between motherhood and representing her
country at the highest level.”

Cricket is growing increasingly global and is
set to return to the Summer Olympics in the
2028 edition. Fixed policies are needed to help
players make informed and secure choices
about their futures. The release of the guidelines
is a step in the right direction and shows ICC’s
“commitment to building a game where women
can thrive, both on and off the field.”
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What did SCOTUS rule on birthright citizenship?

Why and how did US. President Donald Trump seek to limit birthright citizenship and what did

the Supreme Court rule? Has this always been a political issue in the US.? What is the link

between birthright citizenship and slavery? How has the judgment affected MAGA supporters?

Varghese K. George

The story so far:

n June 30, 2026, the Supreme Court
of the United States (SCOTUS) upheld
birthright citizenship provided under
the 14th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. The SCOTUS struck down
President Donald Trump’s Executive Order (EO)
14160, which sought to end unconditional
birthright citizenship that the U.S. grants. With
the 6-3 judgment, anyone who is born on U.S.
soil becomes a citizen, regardless of the status of
their parents. Exceptions include children of
foreign diplomats and invading militaries.

What did Trump’s executive order say?

Mr. Trump’s EO directed federal agencies to stop
issuing citizenship-recognising documents —
social security numbers and passports — to
children born after February 19, 2025 (i) to
mothers unlawfully present when the father was
not a citizen or lawful permanent resident, or (ii)
to mothers lawfully but temporarily present
(students, tourists, guest workers) when the
father was not a citizen or permanent resident.

What provisions of the U.S. legal system
allow and protect birthright citizenship?
The 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
ratified in 1868, says “all persons born or
naturalised in the United States, and subject to
the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the State wherein they
reside.” The Immigration and Nationality Act
(INA), 1952, is the foundational body of U.S.
citizenship and immigration law, which draws
from the above constitutional provision with
regard to birthright citizenship. The INA
declares that a person born in the U.S. and

The majority
judgment
took the
position that
the framers
deliberately
chose
sweeping,
universal
language so
the promise
wouldn’t be
limited to
one group or
vulnerable to
a future
court
narrowing it

Capitol Hill, in Washington, DC. Ap

Activists celebrate the U.S. Supreme Court's birthright citizenship ruling, on

subject to its jurisdiction is a citizen “at birth.”
Among the questions that SCOTUS examined
was whether birthright citizenship is only a
statutory guarantee or both statutory and
constitutional. One of the judges who struck
down the EO — Justice Brett Kavanaugh — limited
it as a statutory question.

How and when did birthright citizenship
become a political issue in the U.S.?

It was Mr. Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign
that put the spotlight on birthright citizenship as
a question of population management. This was
in the broader context of the anti-immigration
politics, a central concern of the politics of the
‘Make American Great Again’ (MAGA)
movement. In fact, when the Court heard the
oral arguments in the case on April 1, 2026, Mr.
Trump was personally present. This showed
how critical this was to his politics of influencing
the population composition of the country.

But before it was adapted by Mr. Trump,
birthright citizenship was more a concern of
Democrats, who are traditionally more
anti-immigrant than Republicans. Democratic
Senator Harry Reid's 1993 Immigration
Stabilization Act proposed a narrower reading of
the 14th Amendment. The argument against
birthright citizenship is based on the assumption
that a large number of non-citizens — both
authorised residents (such as visa holders) and
unauthorised residents (including illegal
immigrants) — were having children who would
automatically become citizens at birth.

What do numbers suggest about children
born to non-citizens in the U.S.?

It has been estimated that births to unauthorised
immigrant mothers rose from roughly 1.2 lakh in
1990 (about 3% of all U.S. births) to a peak of
approximately 3.7 lakh-3.9 lakh in 2006-2007
(roughly 9% of all U.S. births.) This growth
mirrored the tripling of the unauthorised
immigrant population between 1990 and 2007.

After the 2008 financial crisis, the trend
reversed. By 2016, births to unauthorised
immigrant mothers had fallen about 36% from
the 2007 peak, to roughly 2.5 lakh (about 6% of
that year’s U.S. births in total).

Pew Research Center’s most recent analysis
found that births to unauthorised or
temporary-status immigrant mothers grew
rapidly again between 2019 and 2023, reaching
an estimated 9% of all U.S. births in 2023.

What is the argument against birthright
citizenship?

Apart from its place within the broader
anti-immigration politics of the MAGA
movement, opposition to birthright citizenship
is also rooted in allegations of its misuse. An

entire industry of ‘birth tourism’ facilitates
expectant foreigners to give birth in the U.S.
Opponents also say the 14th Amendment
provision was meant to address the citizenship
status of freed slaves; it cannot apply universally
and unconditionally in the changed
circumstances. The SCOTUS held that the text of
the Constitution is clear, and changes in
circumstances can’t justify new meanings to it.

What is the link between slavery and
birthright citizenship in the U.S.?

The evolution of the U.S. citizenship regime is
closely linked to slavery and racism in the
country. In the original Constitution of the U.S.,
there was no definition of the word citizen;
instead, citizenship was guided by multiple
factors. In practice, citizenship depended on the
laws of individual States governing civil and
political rights, including voting and property
ownership. The Federal Naturalisation Act, 1790,
made it clear that only “free white persons” can
be eligible. The result was varied practices
across the U.S.: in northern States, free Black
residents had some rights including voting
rights, but in southern States, citizenship was
denied to them.

This changed in 1857, when the Supreme
Court held that no Black person can ever be a
citizen of the U.S; and that the political
community established by the Constitution did
not include them at all. . This followed a plea by
an enslaved Black man, Dred Scott, for freedom.
In 1865, the 13th Amendment abolished slavery,
but the 1857 judgment stood as law, making the
citizenship status of freed slaves ambiguous.

In 1866, the Civil Rights Act was passed by
Congress, legislating that any person born in the
country is a citizen. President Andre Johnson
vetoed it; and Congress overturned the veto. To
pre-empt a future Congress or a future President
from overturning it, the principle of birthright
citizenship was written into the Constitution in
1868, as part of the 14th Amendment.

How did that link play in the current case?
The Trump administration argued that
birthright citizenship was a remedy for the
specific situation of former slaves, and the
provision must be read with that narrow view.

The majority judgment took the position that
the framers deliberately chose sweeping,
universal language so the promise wouldn’t be
limited to one group or vulnerable to a future
court narrowing it the way the judgment in Dred
Scott had narrowed citizenship before.

What can we expect next?

The Trump administration has said it will
pursue a legislative path to end birthright
citizenship, but the move will not have enough
support for a constitutional amendment in the
U.S. Congress. The administration argues that an
ordinary statute can achieve the objective but
that is contested. For now, birthright citizenship
will continue, but so will the political slugfest
over it.

Why are there concerns over WhatsApp usernames?

What is the username feature that WhatsApp intends to roll out? How does it work and what

privacy safeguards are built into it? Why is the Indian government asking WhatsApp to stop its

roll-out? Can the government dictate an app’s features?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
n July 1, 2026, the Union government
sent a notice to Meta asking it to stop
the rollout of WhatsApp’s username
feature, for which the Meta-owned
messaging platform is currently taking
reservations. In a notice to the social media
platform, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY) wrote that
hiding phone numbers and only showing
usernames may increase the incidence of online
fraud, phishing, digital arrest scams and
impersonation attacks.

What is the WhatsApp username feature?
WhatsApp advertises usernames as a way to chat
without sharing phone numbers. Instead of a
mobile number, new contacts will only see your
chosen username. This is an optional feature.
There is no search directory of usernames
within WhatsApp. To contact someone, you
need to know the person’s exact username. For
those who are concerned that someone could
guess their username, WhatsApp has said they
would be able to set a personal identification

m

If you
receive a
message
from a user
who has
hidden their
phone
number,
Meta says
WhatsApp
will display
the sender’s
country of
origin and
indicate
whether they
are already
saved in your
phonebook

The upcoming usernamer feature on WhatsApp displayed on a smartphone

against the backdrop of the Indian flag. AFP

number (PIN). In that case, even someone who
knows your username will not be able to contact
you if they don’t know your PIN.

The feature is yet to be rolled out. Meta has
said it will be made widely available over the
next few months with multiple safeguards in
place.

Why is the government concerned about the
feature?

MeitY said in its notice, a copy of which was
reviewed by The Hindu, that the feature could
“facilitate impersonation and identity spoofing,
including impersonation of individuals, public
authorities, financial institutions, and
government agencies, by permitting the
adoption of usernames closely resembling those
of genuine persons or institutions”.

Echoing MeitY’s concerns, some public
personalities have said that variations of their
names have already been reserved by users. In a
post on X, MobiKwik founder Bipin Preet Singh
said this had happened to him. He wrote: “Not a
good idea at all. Will lead to proliferation of
fraud and impersonation.”

MeitY also said in its notice that the feature
may materially increase the incidence of online
fraud, phishing, digital arrest scams, and
impersonation attacks, “by enabling bad actors
to solicit and message victims.”

Shortly thereafter, it sent similar notices to
Telegram, Signal, and Arattai, which have had
username features that allow phone number
concealment for quite some time already.

What is WhatsApp’s response to these
concerns?
A WhatsApp spokesperson said that Meta had
already “reserved” usernames of prominent
personalities to prevent those handles from
being claimed by imposters. As per its
statement, prominent personalities include
public figures, government entities, celebrities,
and verified Meta accounts.

If you receive a message from a user who has
hidden their phone number, Meta says
WhatsApp will display the sender’s country of

origin and indicate whether they are already
saved in your phonebook.
WhatsApp officials met MeitY officials on July
3 to present these views. A written response to
the government’s notice was due on July 4.
Users can choose to avoid responding to
strangers, a spokesperson said on July 1.

Can the government dictate an app’s
features?

It is unclear whether a feature on a privately
owned and operated app such as WhatsApp can
be vetoed by the government. “The notice treats
the launch of a lawful feature as a wrong the
company must justify,” said the Delhi-based
digital rights advocacy group, Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF), in a statement.

In its notice, the government said that
WhatsApp is an “intermediary” and a
“significant social media intermediary” within
the meaning of Section 2(1)(w) of the
Information Technology Act, 2000, read with
Rules 2(1)(v) and 2(1)(w) of the Information
Technology Rules, 2021. A significant social
media intermediary is defined as a platform that
has more than 50 lakh registered users in India;
WhatsApp has an estimated user base of over 80
crore. The government said the platform is
therefore squarely subject to the due-diligence
and other obligations set out under the rules.

The notice also cited Sections 66C (identity
theft), 66D (cheating by personation) and 79
(intermediary liability/safe harbour) of the
Information Technology Act, 2000.

The IFF said that those rules do not permit
such a notice. “MeitY does not name any
provision that lets it approve a product feature
before release or order one withdrawn, because
there is none, and the provisions it does cite do
not supply that power,” the group said. “Section
79 of the IT Act, 2000 is a safe harbour that
protects an intermediary from liability for what
its users post, so long as it observes due
diligence. It decides when a platform can be
held liable. It is not a power for MeitY to decide
what features the platform may offer.”

WhatsApp is possibly the largest digital
platform in the country and the government has
scrutinised its operations in the past. For
instance, when the app went down globally in
October 2022, IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the government had asked the company to
share the reasons for the outage.
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Srinivasan Ramani

hen Thailand’s Foreign
Minister Sihasak
Phuangketkeow met
Myanmar’s newly
designated President Min Aung Hlaing
in April 2026, he was told that the
regime in Naypyitaw was “considering
good things” for Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi. This was the same general who, as
chief of the dreaded junta, had
deposed the country’s civilian
government yet again in 2021,
plunging Myanmar into a protracted
civil war before refashioning himself
into a “civilian” leader.

Ms. Suu Kyi — the former State
Counsellor and the symbolic head of
the pro-democracy movement — had
meanwhile been jailed in a
high-security prison in the capital,
Naypyitaw, after a sentence of close to
three decades was handed to her in a
farcical trial that followed the coup.
The junta sought to legitimise its rule
through a stage-managed election,
which was held with a low-turnout
vote, largely in areas the military
controlled, and handed victory to its
proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party. After the
“victory”, it reduced Suu Kyi’s
sentence several times. Yet when
ASEAN asked for access to her, it
refused outright.

The 81-year-old is understood to
have been moved to “house arrest”
somewhere within Naypyitaw, though
very few even among the junta know
her whereabouts. This led to a “proof
of life” campaign online demanding
details of her detention. Ms. Suu Kyi’s
limbo is symbolic of the state of the
pro-democracy movement, which still
regards her as its icon, even in an
ethnically fractured country that has
been at war with itself since the coup.

Ms. Suu Kyi, President Win Myint,
released only recently, and other
leaders of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) were arrested in
2021, months after the party’s
landslide victory in the 2020 elections.
But the movement did not collapse
with them. Ousted parliamentarians
and party figures regrouped to form a
government in exile, the National
Unity Government (NUG), which took

A symbol of resistance

Aung San Suu Kyi

The junta, which has made some territorial gains in the civil war and held a farcical election to legitimise its coup, seeks international recognition, but it lacks
what the NLD leader, now under house arrest, has always symbolised — popular support

up armed resistance against the junta
by raising People’s Defence Forces in
the Bamar-majority heartland and
fighting alongside ethnic armed
organisations that had renewed their
own wars against the military.

Today, more than five years on, the
civil war has claimed more than a lakh
lives. While the junta has regained the
initiative after heavy setbacks, the
resistance remains formidable.

Hard-won authority

Ms. Suu Kyi’s authority as the symbol
of the pro-democracy movement was
hard-won, even if it was later tarnished
by the stances she took as State
Counsellor. The daughter of the
independence hero Aung San,
assassinated when she was two, she
was educated in New Delhi and later at
Oxford. She married a British
academic and raised two sons abroad
before returning in 1988 to a Burma
going through a revolt against military
rule. She soon led that uprising in a
role that would cost her nearly 15 years
of house arrest across two decades,
and make her an international cause
célébre. She won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1991 while confined. Her
release in 2010 came only after the
dictator Than Shwe staged a controlled
election and began cautiously opening
the country to Western investment and
legitimacy. The NLD swept
by-elections in 2012 and then won a
genuine landslide in 2015.

The military, forever wary of her
clout and her intent to widen the
democratic space, had sought to keep
her from the presidency through a
clause in the 2008 constitution barring
anyone with foreign-national children.
But she outwitted the generals by
getting the NLD to use its
parliamentary majority to legislate a
new office, the State Counsellor,
placed above the president and
serving as effective chief executive.

Working pragmatically within a
parliament where the military still held
a quarter of the seats, Ms. Suu Kyi
contained the generals politically but
her accommodation of them carried a
heavy cost. When the military, then
commanded by Min Aung Hlaing, led a
genocidal campaign against the
Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2017,
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leading to an exodus of more than
7,00,000 and killing thousands, she
did not condemn it. In 2019, she
personally defended Myanmar against
the genocide charge before the
International Court of Justice.

This pragmatic accommodation did
not benefit her. The junta did not want
to share power and wanted all of it. As
the veteran analyst Bertil Lintner
argues, the military had expected the
NLD to lose in 2020, convinced that it
had shed support in the cities and
ethnic-minority areas. It was proven
spectacularly wrong and refused to
accept the result when the NLD won
another landslide. It manufactured
claims of mass fraud and orchestrated
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violent protests through its proxy
USDP, using the “crisis” as a pretext to
seize power in the coup.

After losing vast territory during the
civil war in 2023 and 2024, the junta
has now turned the tide, clawing back
some of what it lost. Propitious
circumstances made that possible —
China’s changed stance in particular.
Having earlier indirectly enabled the
gains of ethnic armies in the north,
Beijing swung behind the regime once
prolonged war began to threaten its
border stability and economic
corridor. It pressured the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army and the
Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army — two members of the

Three Brotherhood Alliance, the third
being the Arakan Army — to accept
ceasefires and pull back from crucial
towns they held in Shan State and
neighbouring areas.

With pressure easing in the north,
and a forced-conscription law bringing
new recruits, the junta could redirect
its forces to other fronts, against the
People’s Defence Forces and ethnic
armies such as the Kachin
Independence Organisation and the
Karenni forces.

Seeking legitimacy

It is now trying to regain international
legitimacy through the
civilian-government route. On taking
the presidency, Min Aung Hlaing
installed loyalists in the high
command, elevating former
intelligence chief Ye Win Oo to
commander-in-chief of the armed
forces. Among his first visits as
President was one to New Delhi, where
he met Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
India, wary of Beijing’s outsized sway
over Naypyitaw and eager to revive its
stalled connectivity projects and
secure access to rare earths, has
sought re-engagement with the
regime. ASEAN nations, too, are slowly
doing the same.

Does this mean Myanmar’s
pro-democracy and pro-federal forces
are facing defeat? Some developments
suggest the military will not have it
easy. The NUG and other Bamar
democratic forces have joined with key
ethnic organisations to form a Steering
Council for the Emergence of a Federal
Democratic Union (SCEF), which many
observers term an improvement over
the National Unity Consultative
Council formed after the coup. It may
be a key step to centralise the
resistance against military rule and its
proxies. Led by a battle-hardened
younger generation of activists still
inspired by Ms. Suu Kyi’s example, the
initiative may still depend on fissures
within the junta, and on the
indulgence of a perennially frayed and
somewhat insular ethnic resistance,
for a genuine breakthrough. But it has
something the junta lacks, and that Ms.
Suu Kyi has always symbolised: the
popular support of the long-suffering
people of Myanmar.

THE GIST

v
Suu Kyi, 81, is understood to
have been moved to “house
arrest” somewhere within
Naypyitaw, though very few
even among the junta know
her whereabouts

v
This led to a “proof of life”
campaign online demanding
details of her detention

v
Suu Kyi’s limbo is symbolic of
the state of the pro-democracy
movement, which still regards
her as its icon, even in an
ethnically fractured country
that has been at war with itself
since the coup

King of the North

The Labour leader, likely to succeed Keir Starmer as UK. Prime Minister, has to steady the party

Andy Burnham

A race to catch up

GLM-5.2

and government while confronting the challenge from Reform UK

Joan Sony Cherian

n June 22, Keir
0 Starmer stepped
down as the U.K.s

Prime Minister via a teary
speech in front of 10 Down-
ing Street, just two years
into his term. Elected with
a landslide in 2024, he
leaves office with abysmal-
ly low poll rates, having
lost the confidence of both
the public and his own
party.

On the same day, Andy
Burnham, the former
Mayor of Greater Manches-
ter, was sworn in as the
new MP of Makerfield, a
seat which he won on June
18 via a highly contested
by-election. By taking his
oath in Parliament, he is
now being seen as the most
likely successor to Mr.
Starmer.

If elected by Labour to
lead, Mr. Burnham will be
the U.K’s seventh Prime
Minister in 10 years. He will
also be the U.K’s first life-
long Catholic PM.

Mr. Burnham has had a
long history with Westmin-
ster. Starting out as a re-
searcher to an MP when
Tony Blair first came to
power in 1997, he climbed
through the ranks and got
elected as MP for the first
time from his home town
of Leigh in Greater Man-
chester in 2001. He served
as a Junior Health Minister
under Mr. Blair in his se-
cond Prime Ministership,
and was later, under Prime
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Minister Gordon Brown,
Secretary of State for Cul-
ture, Media and Sport and

subsequently Health
Secretary.

Mr. Burnham had pre-
viously run for Labour Par-
ty leadership twice, once
in 2010 and later in 2015.
Following the rejections
over his bid for leadership,
in 2017, Mr. Burnham
made a curious shift in his
political journey — he de-
cided to run for the post of
Mayor of Greater Manches-
ter, which lies towards the
north of the country. Polit-
ics in the U.K has always
been very London-centric,
with the general logic be-
ing that one had to stay in
Westminster for any sort of
career progression.

Mr. Burnham went
against this logic, stating
that governments were too
focused on London and
did not give any attention
to northern regions.

As Mayor, Mr. Burnham
brought in various changes
in the Greater Manchester
region, which is now one
of the fastest-growing city

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

regions in the UK. He
stands out for two of his
main achievements — one
was the decentralisation of
bus services, where he
brought public transport
back under the local go-
vernment, and the second
was his fight against West-
minster for the lack of sup-
port for the region during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

His constant defence of
the northern province and
negotiations for higher fi-
nancial support during the
pandemic earned him the
moniker “King of the
North” after a character
from the popular TV show,
Game of Thrones.

Policy stances

Mr. Burnham’s stance on
major policies has been
pragmatic and one which
changes with time, or as
his critics call it, one which
wavers and is dependent
on who is in power. While
during the Brexit referen-
dum, he, along with major
Labour party leaders, cam-
paigned to remain in the
EU, post Brexit, he has of-

ten played down his pro-
European sentiment.

He had also voted for
the 2003 Iraq invasion,
which he later said in 2013
was the “worst foreign pol-
icy mistake in my lifetime.”
Regarding the recent wars
in West Asia, Mr. Burnham
was one of the first people
to call for a ceasefire after
the Hamas attack on Israel
on October 7, 2023. Howev-
er, he has stopped short of
calling Israel’s actions in
Gaza genocide.

As Prime Minister, he
will be up against a strong
opposition in Nigel Farag-
e’s farright Reform U.K.
party, which has a strong-
hold in the northern re-
gion due to its anti-immi-
grant rhetoric. Mr.
Burnham has taken a di-
plomatic approach with
respect to immigration, ar-
guing for bringing down
asylum applications, re-
ducing net immigration
and at the same time, also
talking about the positive
impact of immigration in
the UK.

One of the major policy
shifts that Mr. Burnham is
advocating for, is a “devo-
lution of powers” to local-
level governments. He has
called the U.K one of the
“most  over-centralised
countries in the world”.

As he prepares to take
over as Prime Minister, the
task before him is cut out:
lead the party and the
country out of its crisis of
leadership and stagnancy.

Researchers say Z.ai's most advanced LLM can seriously challenge leading US. systems in
specialised coding and cybersecurity tasks

Smriti Sudesh

on’t take
“w that long.”
That was

Tang Jie’s response after
billionaire  businessman
Elon Musk posted that Chi-
nese artificial intelligence
companies were still years
away from matching the
world’s leading AI models.
Less than two weeks later,
Mr. Tang, the 49-year-old
co-founder of Zhipu Al, set
out to back up his claim.
On June 16, Zhipu Al
(Z.ai), listed in Hong Kong
as Knowledge Atlas Tech-
nology, unveiled GLM-5.2,
its most advanced large
language model yet, along-
side ZCode, an Al coding
platform designed to write,
edit and manage software.
Early results suggest the
model is now competing
closely with Anthropic’s
latest systems, including
Mythos, adding momen-
tum to China’s Al race with
the U.S. The timing could
hardly have been more sig-
nificant. While American
companies continue to
dominate the frontier of
Al, the U.S. has tightened
export controls on ad-
vanced chips and Al tech-
nologies in an effort to
slow Beijing’s progress.
China, meanwhile, has
doubled down on home-
grown innovation. Over

the past year, companies
such as DeepSeek, Alibaba,
Baidu and Moonshot Al
have unveiled increasingly

capable models. Z.ai is
now seeking to join the list.

Born in China, Tang Jie,
also a professor of compu-
ter science at Tsinghua Un-
iversity, co-founded Zhipu
Al in 2019 as a university
spin-off and today serves
as its chief scientist. Before
launching the company,
Mr. Tang was best known
for creating AMiner, an
academic search engine
and knowledge graph plat-
form used by researchers
around the world.

Since its founding, Z.ai
has steadily released suc-
cessive generations of its
GLM (Generative Pre-
trained Language Models)
family of language models,
with each version edging
closer to the capabilities of
leading American systems.
GLM-5.2 is the company’s
biggest leap so far. Re-
searchers say GLM-5.2 is
among the first to seriously
challenge leading U.S. sys-
tems in specialised coding
and cybersecurity tasks.

In tests conducted by
cybersecurity firm Sem-
grep, GLM-5.2 outper-

REUTERS

formed Anthropic’s Claude
Opus 4.8 on certain soft-
ware engineering tasks. In
other evaluations, re-
searchers found it could
match the bug-finding cap-
abilities of Anthropic’s
frontier models. The mo-
del has also climbed into
the top 10 most-used Al
systems on OpenRouter, a
platform that provides de-
velopers access to hun-
dreds of Al models.

‘DeepSeek moment’

The launch has drawn
comparisons with Deep-
Seek, the Chinese startup
whose breakthrough mo-
del shook the global Al in-
dustry last year. According
to South China Morning
Post, some developers in
Silicon Valley have de-
scribed GLM-5.2 as anoth-
er ‘DeepSeek moment’ for
China’s open-source Al
ecosystem, praising both
its coding capabilities and
its affordability.

According to The Wall
Street Journal, unlike Ope-
nAI's ChatGPT or Anthrop-
ic’s Claude, GLM-5.2 has

been released as an open-
weight model. In simple
terms, developers can
download, modify and run
it on their own hardware
rather than relying on
Z.ai’s servers. Supporters
say that makes cutting-
edge Al  significantly
cheaper and more accessi-
ble. Critics, on the other
hand, argue the same
openness could allow
hackers and malicious ac-
tors to deploy Al systems
without the many safe-
guards imposed by com-
mercial providers.

Alongside the model,
Z.ai has also introduced
ZCode, a coding assistant
that can write, edit and
manage software projects
with minimal human in-
put. Together, the compa-
ny says, the two products
are designed to make Al a
more capable partner for
software developers.

Yet, for all the excite-
ment, GLM-5.2 is not with-
out its critics. Researchers
note that it still trails Ope-
nAl and Anthropic on sev-
eral complex reasoning
and general-purpose tasks.
Others point to the con-
straints Chinese Al compa-
nies continue to face be-
cause of U.S. restrictions
on access to advanced
semiconductor hardware.

According to Z.ai, ho-
wever, the model delivers
near-frontier performance
at a fraction of the price
charged by comparable
proprietary systems.
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Scientists use budget tech to probe long-standing physics mystery

Vasudevan Mukunth

When a team at IIT-Delhi
recently compared the
members of a family of
minerals called rutile ox-
ides, they found a signifi-
cant difference between
metals and insulators that
a well-known mathemati-
cal model could not ex-
plain. Understanding why
is a necessary precursor to
design  next-generation
electronics and efficient in-
dustrial catalysts.

the same crystal structure,
titanium dioxide is an insu-
lator whereas ruthenium
dioxide is a good
conductor.

The study itself was dri-
ven by a long-standing de-
bate over whether rutheni-
um dioxide possesses a
rare, unconventional type
of magnetism called alter-
magnetism. To settle this,
the team looked closely at
the interplay between the
material’s electrons and
the lattice, i.e. the grid of

Like photons carry
light, phonons carry vibra-
tions through a material.
By studying how heat af-
fects the phonons of the
lattice, scientists can work
backwards to see what the
electrons are doing. If the
electrons were interacting
strongly with the phonons,
it would leave a specific
sign in the data.

The team used a tech-
nique called Raman scat-
tering. They shone a laser
at the materials and mea-

changed as it bounced off
the vibrating atoms. They
simultaneously cooled the
samples from room tem-
perature down to -262.15°
C. “All measurements were
performed using an indige-
nously developed low-tem-
perature Raman scattering
facility at IIT-Delhi, built at
roughly one-third the cost
of comparable commercial
systems,” IIT-Delhi assis-
tant professor and study
co-author Kaushik Sen
said.

of most materials becomes
stiffer and the vibrations
speed up. In insulators,
this stiffening follows a
well-known mathematical
rule called the Klemens
model. However, the re-
searchers found that the
lattice of the metallic rutile
oxides stiffened more and
the Klemens model
couldn’t explain why.
“While the Klemens mo-
del has been successfully
used for decades, we show
that it has important limi-

metals,” Dr. Sen said.

The findings were pu-
blished in Physical Review
B.

While atoms in an insu-
lator vibrate based only on
the chemical bonds’ stiff-
ness, atoms in a metal are
surrounded by a sea of
electrons that pull on
them. The team found that
as the metals cooled, the
electrons reorganised into
different energy states,
changing the tension bet-
ween the atoms and thus

While rutile oxides have

its atoms.

sured how

the light

As they cool, the lattice

tations when applied to

how the lattice vibrated.

On the cusp of big upgrade, CERN
collider faces hard question

As the Large Hadron Collider switches off its beams for a four-year overhaul costing $1.5 billion, the question is no longer

Jacob Koshy
GENEVA

he  heatwave

sapping Europe

this June did not

spare CERN -
the European Organisation
for Nuclear Research -
whose dull grey buildings
give little hint of the under-
ground that sets the lab
apart from any other hive
of colossal engineering on
earth. Here, in tunnels be-
neath the Franco-Swiss
border, physicists drive
protons — among the parti-
cles at the heart of every
atom — to a sliver below the
speed of light and smash
them together, reading the
debris for clues to how the
universe is built. The ma-
chine that does this is
called the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC).

At the ‘A Large Ion Col-
lider Experiment’ (ALICE)
detector, one of four that
make sense of those colli-
sions, scientists sit glued to
monitors, watching the
multicoloured swarms of
particles each collision
leaves behind. Somewhere
in that mess, they hope, is
a sign of new matter, a clue
to why matter alone sur-
vived or something else
that has eluded the physi-
cists probing the first frac-
tions of a second after the
Big Bang.

This July, the control
centre will go quiet as the
LHC’s beams are turned off
ahead of its third ‘Long
Shutdown’. In the next
four years and at an ex-

what it has found but whether something even bigger is worth building

The Lord of the Rings

CERN'’s flagship machine runs to around 2041; a
successor must be conceived now or not at all

A view of the LHC tunnel MAXIMILIEN BRICE/CERN

m The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is
pausing for four years for a $1.5-billion
upgrade that will turn it into its ‘High
Luminosity’ version

m Physicists are hoping the higher collision
rate post-upgrade will reveal what dark
matter is and other elusive physical signals

m Physicists are searching for new
phenomena because the Standard Model
can’t explain dark matter’s existence, and
other anomalies

® Recent experiments at the LHC
investigated the fundamental imbalance
between matter and antimatter within our
vast universe

LHC’s time

u CERN has also endorsed a new
91-kilometer-long collider to explore the
universe’s greatest mysteries after the

m Despite the high costs and scepticism
among some physicists, international
collaboration remains vital to push the
boundaries of particle physics

lion, the LHC will be up-
graded to its
‘High-Luminosity’ version.

The classic image of the
LHC is its 27-km ring a
hundred metres under-
ground. Inside, protons
are energised step by step
to 6.8 teraelectronvolts
(TeV) per beam. One TeV is
about the energy of a flying
mosquito. Trivial as that
sounds, the LHC crams
that whole mosquito’s
worth into a speck a trillion
times smaller, packing the
energy so densely that a
single collision briefly re-
creates the furnace of the
newborn universe.

If the upgrade goes to
plan, the proton beams
will zip around at the same
TeV but collide five times
more often. This is literally
more bang for buck as it

of sighting exotic particles.

Since its first collisions
in 2009, the LHC’s high
point remains the discov-
ery of the Higgs boson in
2012 — the particle tied to a
field that gives elementary
particles their mass.

“We were very lucky
with the Higgs boson, that
within the first few years of
operation we found it,” Ar-
chana Sharma, a CERN
physicist and among the
first Indians the laboratory
employed, told The Hindu.
“Now, perhaps dark matter
is around the corner, and
we need more data, and
this is exactly why we are
upgrading the LHC.”

The LHC has only con-
firmed what the Standard
Model theory has already
predicted. Ordinary matter
is built from quarks — the

bunch in twos and threes
inside the protons and
neutrons of every atom —
held together by the strong
force. The LHC has verified
this architecture in fine de-
tail. It has also verified the
existence of about 80 new
hadrons, the composite
particles quarks form. Its
heavy-ion collisions have
briefly created the quark-
gluon plasma, the searing
soup of unbound particles
that filled the universe in
its first microseconds. It
has drawn ever-tighter li-
mits on where undisco-
vered particles cannot be
hiding, probed why matter
so narrowly outlasted its
mirror-twin  antimatter,
and measured numbers
that feed astrophysics.

The upgrades and fu-
ture plans for an even big-

of discovering signs of dark
energy, dark matter, and a
theory that can accommo-
date the Standard Model as
well as what it can’t ex-
plain. These signs have
stubbornly failed to appear
so far.

The LHC runs to about
2041; a successor must be
conceived now or not at
all. In May 2026, the CERN
Council endorsed the Fu-
ture Circular Collider (FCC)
as a 91-km-long tunnel. A
build-or-abandon decision
is due around 2028. The
current cost estimate is
nearly $19 billion. A 100-
TeV proton machine might
follow later, perhaps in the
2070s.

Not all are convinced. In
its first phase, the FCC will
smash particles at lower
energies than the LHC
does today, because it will
be built for precision, not
raw power. But the physi-
cist Sabine Hossenfelder
has long argued that such a
machine would mostly pin
down quantities already
known, just to a few more
decimal places.

Whether that ambition
survives an age of war and
frayed exchequers is the
harder question. At CERN,
Dr. Sharma noted, “for ev-
ery penny there is a huge
discussion”, then consen-
sus. India has worked at
CERN since the 1960s; her
wish is that its industry join
at the design stage rather
than miss the boat.

(The author was at CERN as
part of a media visit organ-
ised by the Swiss Depart-

pense of roughly $1.5 bil-

translates to greater odds

elementary grains that

ger collider are in the hope

ment of Foreign Affairs)

Can caged frontier Al models outrun open ones?

DEC#DED

John Xavier

Anthropic made its most
advanced Al model, Fable,
generally available earlier
in June, sparking a caution-
ary tale for American Al
companies.

Three days after launch,
the company suspended
access for its paid users ov-
er concerns that hackers
had circumvented the mo-
del’s built-in guardrails.
Last Friday, a select group
of American companies re-
gained access after receiv-
ing U.S. government clea-
rance. Then, on June 30,
Anthropic said it would re-
open Fable — a trimmed
version of its flagship lan-
guage model, Mythos —to a
limited group of users. Pro
and Max subscribers will
have to wait another week,
and even then, they’ll get a
version with reduced capa-
bilities. Its rival, OpenAl,
avoided a similar disrup-
tion with GPT-5.6 by res-
tricting access from the
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outset, releasing the model
only to a government-vet-
ted list of users.

For most of the past two
years, Washington’s ap-
proach to artificial intelli-
gence has been simple: let
the labs run. That changed
on June 12, when the Com-
merce Department classi-
fied Anthropic’s newest
models as dual-use cyber
tools and ordered every fo-
reign national, including
Anthropic’s own foreign-
born employees in San
Francisco, to lose access.
With no quick way to verify
citizenship, Anthropic ef-
fectively shut the models
off for everyone.

The administration has
said the restrictions fol-
lowed the discovery of a
guardrail bypass identified
by Amazon security re-
searchers. But that expla-
nation landed alongside re-
ports that a China-linked
operation had been quietly
extracting capabilities from
Anthropic’s systems.

That wasn’t the compa-
ny’s only headache. An-
thropic also told the U.S.
Senate Banking Committee

Between Mythos and Fable, America’s frontier Al strategy seems
caught between openness and control. REUTERS

that accounts linked to Ali-
baba’s Qwen generated
nearly 29 million exchang-
es through roughly 25,000
fake accounts over six
weeks, in what it described
as the largest known at-
tempt to distill its models
into a cheaper rival.

At the same time, the
Pentagon had separately
blacklisted Anthropic as a
supply-chain risk after the
company declined to make
its tools available for mass
surveillance and autono-
mous weapons. The result
was a strange contradic-
tion: a company judged too
risky for parts of its own go-
vernment to use, while si-

multaneously being
deemed too dangerous to
leave broadly accessible.

Less than two years ago,
DeepSeek demonstrated
that it could approach
American Al frontier per-
formance on a fraction of
the budget. This time, a
day after Washington
pulled the plug on An-
thropic’s flagship models,
Beijing-based Z.ai released
an open-weight model that
scored within a point of An-
thropic’s best on a closely
watched coding bench-
mark while reportedly
costing around a fifth as
much to run—and doing so
on Chinese-made chips.

Z.ai’s co-founder didn’t
bother hiding the compari-
son, calling the American
suspension “regrettable”
and arguing that frontier
intelligence shouldn’t dis-
appear because of a go-
vernment letter.

China is not the only
contender this time. In Ja-
pan, Sakana Al launched its
own frontier model, mar-
keting it as delivering cut-
ting-edge capability with-
out the risk of export
controls. A Chinese cyber-
security firm released a
competing cyber-focused
model the very same week.

Once a frontier model
has been trained and its
weights released — as sever-
al of China’s strongest mo-
dels now have been under
permissive open licenses —
no government order can
pull them back off the in-
ternet. Export controls
work because hardware is
scarce. But software is not.

The immediate conse-
quence of the present ex-
port restrictions has not
stopped Chinese firms
from competing. Instead,
companies and govern-

ments elsewhere are begin-
ning to ask whether depen-
dence on  American
frontier models is itself be-
coming a strategic risk.

Japan’s Sakana Al has al-
ready made export-control
resilience part of its sales
pitch.

European policymakers
are reportedly weighing
new Al sovereignty invest-
ments as businesses can-
not build using technology
that might disappear
overnight.

American Al companies
are heading to public mar-
kets on the promise that
the world’s most capable
models will continue to
come from the U.S. That
promise becomes harder
to sustain once “best”
comes with a ‘conditions
apply’ label.

Between Mythos and Fa-
ble, America’s frontier Al
strategy increasingly seems
caught between openness
and control. The question
is whether that balance
slows competitors or simp-
ly encourages the rest of
the world to build someth-
ing it cannot lose access to.

SNAPSHOTS

NASA

Planet shows star’s death does

not have to doom its worlds

Using the Webb telescope, scientists have
discovered an atmosphere around WD 1856 b, a
Jupiter-sized planet orbiting a white dwarf — the
first time an atmosphere has been found on a
world orbiting a dead star. The atmosphere has
hydrocarbons and clouds of aerosols. The planet
was also hotter than expected, possibly due to
tidal heating as the planet drifted in. The findings
show planets can have a ‘life’ of their own even

after their stars die.

CAR T-cell therapy ‘sees’ solid

tumours thanks to protein

Researchers have developed a promising new
CAR T-cell therapy for rare solid tumours,
including alveolar soft-part sarcoma (ASPS) and
certain kidney cancers. They found a protein,
GPNMB, to be consistently expressed on these
tumour cells and created a treatment called to
target it. One patient with advanced ASPS saw
their disease stabilise for three months while
several smaller tumors disappeared, and the
therapy was well-tolerated. Combining it with
immune checkpoint blockers may also surmount

treatment resistance.

Dogs in crowded shelters turn

physically and mentally ill

A Thai study found how dogs’ living conditions
affect their physical and mental health.
Researchers compared three shelters with
different levels of space and enrichment such as
toys and human interaction. Dogs in the facility
that provided the most space and regular
enrichment had the lowest stress hormone
levels, normal metabolic profiles, and a healthy
balance of gut bacteria. Dogs in the most
crowded shelter had metabolic imbalance and
less diverse gut bacteria.

Question Corner

A fine balance

Do phone batteries last
longer when it’s cooler
outside?

You might think so — but
the answer is not always.
Smartphones use
lithium-ion batteries. This
battery works by moving
lithium ions back and forth
between two electrodes
through a liquid
electrolyte.

In colder weather, like in
North India during the
winter, the electrolyte
becomes less conductive
and the lithium ions move
more sluggishly. The
battery’s internal
resistance also increases.
As aresult, the voltage can
drop faster if you use the
phone heavily. Your phone
might interpret this drop

as low battery and trigger
power-saving measures
even when the battery has
more charge.

In hot weather, the battery
chemistry becomes more
active and can deliver
power easily. But heat also
speeds up unwanted
chemical reactions, which
over time permanently
reduce the battery’s
capacity and shorten its
lifespan.

If the battery gets too hot
due to fast charging,
gaming, direct sunlight,
and/or a bad phone cover,
the phone may stop
charging as a safety
measure.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in
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India-UK. FTA: FinMin notifies

rules for origin of goods

The Finance Ministry has notified the rules for
the determination of origin of goods under the
India-U.K. comprehensive economic and trade
agreement, which will come into force on July 15,
according to a notification. A certificate of origin
is a key document required for exports to avail
duty benefits under India’s trade agreements
with partner countries. It is essential to establish
the origin of goods to ensure products from third
countries do not wrongly avail themselves of the
preferential tariff benefits under trade
agreements between the two countries. The
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, in
a notification, said entities authorised by the two
nations are allowed to issue the certificates in

their respective countries. e

‘Gross office leasing dips 1% in

April-June amid supply curbs’

India’s top-eight property markets saw a 1% dip
in gross leasing of office spaces during April-June
due to constrained supply of prime workspaces,
according to Cushman & Wakefield. Net leasing
of office spaces too declined 14.5% annually.
While the gross number reflects the overall
leasing activities in the market, the net leasing is
the change in occupied workspaces. Real estate
consultant Cushman & Wakefield on Saturday
released its office market report for the eight
major cities — Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru,
Pune, Hyderabad, Chennai, Ahmedabad, and
Kolkata. During the latest April-June period, the
net leasing of office spaces declined 14.5%
annually to 11.6 million sq ft. en

Laser Power & Infra’s I742cr.

IPO to open on July 9

Laser Power and Infra Ltd. (LPIL), an integrated
maker of power cables, conductors and
specialised products for the power transmission
and distribution industry, will unveil its I742
crore initial public offering (IPO) on July 9. The
issue will close on July 13, as per a red herring
prospectus. The IPO comprises a fresh issue of
equity shares of ¥542 crore and an offer for sale
of shares aggregating up to 3200 crore by
promoter selling shareholders, as per filings. Net
proceeds via fresh issue will be used to repay or
prepay borrowings amounting to 3490 crore and
for general corporate purposes. eri

Pipavav: an Indian yard’s unlikely
bet on cutting-edge shipbuilding

SDHI’s contracts are early signals of what may be possible: India’s opening in shipbuilding could lie in positioning early for green shipbuilding, a

segment set to gain momentum once decarbonisation rules take hold — leaving Indian yards ready when shipowners look for alternatives to China

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

or three decades, In-
F dia’s shipbuilding

industry has largely
been a defence industry
driven by the government.
Commercial newbuilds —
tankers, bulkers, gas car-
riers and container ships
that dominate global or-
derbooks — have gone
mostly to China, Japan and
South Korea.

There is much talk of
change now: Tamil Nadu’s
new policy speaks of bring-
ing Ulsan to Thoothukudi,
Andhra Pradesh has identi-
fied a site for a shipyard of
its own, and public-sector
yards have been told to
chase commercial orders
alongside warships. Much
of this remains on paper —
MoUs and cluster plans still
years from steel being cut.

The shipyard at Pipavav,
Gujarat, is one of the few
places where that gap has
narrowed.

Built for grand ambi-
tions that collapsed once
already, it is now mid-con-
struction on ships no In-
dian shipbuilder has at-
tempted, and only a
handful have taken up
anywhere in the world.

The yard’s troubles are
well documented. As Re-
liance Naval and Engineer-
ing, it went into insolvency
proceedings before the Na-
tional Company Law Tri-
bunal in January 2020 and
sat idle for four years.
Swan Corp, a 117-year-old,
family-run conglomerate
that moved from textiles
through real estate, oil and
gas, and petrochemicals,
won the bid and took pos-
session in January 2024.

The group spent about
ten months reviving the
site, recommissioning ma-
chinery, renewing licences
and certifications, rebuild-
ing a workforce that had
shrunk to around 350 peo-
ple. Vivek Merchant, direc-

tor of Swan Defence and
Heavy Industries Limited
(SDHI), calls it a genera-
tional business. Ship re-
pairs came first, deliber-
ately, with the Indian Coast
Guard as first client — a de-
fence customer whose pre-
sence, Mr. Merchant said,
signalled the yard’s sys-
tems were genuinely back
in order. Only in May-June
2025, 16 months after the
acquisition, did SDHI go to
market for new construc-
tion, having chosen not to
fund the revival of order-
book cash and wanting
everything in place first.

Two contracts, 2 firsts
That patience produced
two contracts marking a
departure for Indian ship-
building. The first, worth
$227 million, is with Rede-
riet Stenersen AS, a family-
owned Norwegian ship-
ping company based in
Bergen, for six firm and six
optional chemical tankers
of 18,000 DWT each, built
to Ice Class 1A standards
with LNG-ready hybrid
propulsion.

The second, worth over
$273 million, is India’s first
ammonia dual-fuel order:
four bulk carriers of
92,500 DWT for Energy
ONE Limited, a green-ship-
ping investment fund.

Setting sail: An aerial view of Swan Defence and Heavy Industries Ltd.

Stenersen had built 14
ships in China before this
order. John Stenersen, who
runs the company with his
brother and is himself a
trained, sea-going marine
engineer, visited India four
or five times during nego-
tiations, walking the yard
in overalls and steel-toe
boots. Mr. Merchant noted
that Stenersen’s ships often
sail well beyond the indus-
try’s usual 20-to-25-year re-
cycling threshold — a repu-
tation that counts for as
much as the contract itself.

The Energy ONE order
arrived differently, with
talks dating to 2024, before
the Stenersen deal closed.
Where an operator takes a
hands-on interest in the
build, a financial investor,
Mr. Merchant said, is usual-
ly more inclined to make
its money and move on.

Yet Energy ONE has ap-
pointed its own project
managers who engage di-
rectly with the classifica-
tion society, engine makers
and designers — a reflec-
tion of the stakes riding on
the novel ammonia engine,
the industry’s big bet for a
decarbonised future. Mr.
Merchant says he wel-
comes all hands on deck.

Ammonia as a marine
fuel is still embryonic
worldwide: fewer than 40

dual-fuel ammonia engines
have been ordered global-
ly, and only a handful of
ammonia-fuelled ships de-
livered anywhere, all from
East Asian yards. The licen-
sors of these engines are
WinGD and MAN Energy
Solutions, based in Eu-
rope. To manage the risk,
the yard is using custo-
mised designs, validated
through an Approval in
Principle from classifica-
tion society DNV, since In-
dia’s regulatory framework
for ammonia propulsion is
not yet fully defined.

Global designers
Design work is being han-
dled by international de-
signers experienced with
the fuel, not Indian design
houses, and the ships will
carry an ammonia release
mitigation and scrubbing
system, double-walled pip-
ing, dedicated ventilation,
and water curtains.
Pipavav had already
built ice-class Panamax
bulk carriers for Golden
Ocean, the Fredriksen-
controlled group, in its ear-
lier avatar. Ice class de-
mands variable steel thick-
ness across the hull,
reinforced steering gear
and tighter welding tole-
rances; steel of the re-
quired grade is available in
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shipyard. Vivek Merchant (right) SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

India, but the constraint
lies further up the value
chain. Behind both con-
tracts sits a tie-up SDHI
signed with Samsung Hea-
vy Industries last Septem-
ber — a “360-degree back-
stop,” in Mr. Merchant’s
words, on design, project
management, training and
supply chain.

Make in India
A government subsidy
scheme requires 40% indi-
genous content on subsi-
dised orders — difficult, Mr.
Merchant says, but not im-
possible. Steel, fasteners,
pumps, valves and fit-out
are achievable in India; en-
gines, shafting and propell-
ers will remain imports.
There is a manpower
story too. SDHI’s head-
count, roughly 350 when
Swan Corp took over, rose
to about 1,200 during the
restoration and has settled
near 1,000, with talent
now approaching the com-
pany from across the coun-
try, Mr. Merchant said.
SDHI has also enrolled
around 300 graduate and
diploma engineers from lo-
cal ITIs and polytechnics.
Underneath the techni-
cal detail sits a blunter ad-
mission: none of this
would be commercially
viable without State sup-

port. Asked whether go-
vernment backing was de-
cisive, Mr. Merchant did
not equivocate — price
competitiveness would not
have been possible without
it, he said, crediting the Mi-
nistry of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways for levelling the
field for Indian yards.

Steel-cutting on the first
Stenersen tanker is due
between January and
March 2027, with first deliv-
ery in the last quarter of
2028 and each subsequent
ship four months apart.
SDHI is building them one
at a time, deliberately, to
keep capacity free for oth-
er orders.

Ammonia-engine ships
The ammonia-engine ships
follow a similar sequence
from late 2029 — assuming
no repeat of the delays that
have long marked Indian
shipbuilding, which Mr.
Merchant attributes, on the
defence side, to design phi-
losophies that evolve dur-
ing construction rather
than freezing before the
steel is cut.

Green shoots

Chinese yards can under-
cut prices by 20-30%,
backed by two decades of
State support. India’s coun-
tervailing package — a sub-
sidy scheme, credit risk
cover, infrastructure sta-
tus, a Maritime Develop-
ment Fund, and a policy
linking recycling to ship-
building credit — is recent,
still being tested against
pricing power China has
built over 25 years.

SDHI’s contracts are ear-
ly signals of what may be
possible: that India’s open-
ing in shipbuilding could
lie in positioning early for
green shipbuilding, a seg-
ment set to gain momen-
tum once decarbonisation
rules take hold — leaving
Indian yards ready when
shipowners look for an al-
ternative to China.

Epigral to focus on
speciality chemicals

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Epigral Ltd., an integrated
chemicals maker, is em-
barking on the next phase
of its growth strategy by
capitalising on India’s ris-
ing demand for construc-
tion, infrastructure and re-
newable energy.

The firm is anchoring its
strategy on a sustained
capital expenditure pro-
gramme, capacity addi-
tions in Chlorinated Polyvi-
nyl Chloride (CPVC) Resin
and Epichlorohydrin
(ECH), and a sharper focus
on high-value derivatives
and speciality chemicals, a
top executive said.

It is doubling its CPVC
Resin capacity to 1,50,000
tonne per annum (TPA)
and Epichlorohydrin ca-
pacity to 1,00,000 TPA,
with both projects expect-
ed to be commissioned
during H1 FY27.

Largest CPVC resin firm
Upon completion, Epigral
will become the world’s
largest CPVC Resin maker
and operate India’s largest
ECH plant, strengthening
its leadership in import-
substitution chemicals.
India continues to re-
main a net importer of
CPVC, while domestic de-
mand is expected to grow
at about 12% annually, dri-
ven by increasing use in
plumbing, residential,
commercial and industrial

CM
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Maulik Patel

infrastructure.

The company expects
derivatives and specialty
chemicals to contribute ov-
er 70% of revenue over the
next two years compared
with just over 50% in FY26,
while targeting sustained
double-digit growth
through FY30 and double
the revenue as against
32,500 crore in FY26.

The expansion will be
funded largely through in-
ternal accruals generated
from rising operating cash
flows, supported by annual
capex investments.

“India’s chemical con-
sumption is evolving rapid-
ly with rising demand for
high-performance and im-
port-substitute products,”
said Maulik Patel, CMD.

“Our strategy is to con-
tinuously move up the va-
lue chain via downstream
integration and specialty
chemicals while building
leadership in products

where India continues to
rely on imports,” he said.

Automakers, analysts emphasise
E20 is safe, thoroughly tested

Saptaparno Ghosh
Lalatendu Mishra
DELHI/MUMBALI

Amid concerns on the im-
pact of the petrol fuel
blended with one-fifth eth-
anol on vehicles, automo-
bile makers and experts
sought to reassure vehicle
owners stating there was
no impact and the blend-
ing paradigm had followed
thorough testing steps.
The press conference,
addressed by experts and
automakers, sought to al-
lay persisting concerns on
the blended fuel variant.
In fact, the same day -
responding to a viral social
media clip indicating a
high-end Toyota vehicle

Experts say the blended fuel is
completely safe for use.

being allegedly damaged
due to the blended fuel,
the automaker attributed it
to fuel contamination and
said it was not related to
compatibility with E20.

It said as per its service

protocol, the fuel tank and
fuel lines were drained,
thoroughly cleaned and
the vehicle refilled with
Standard E20 fuel. “The
vehicle was inspected and
found normal, then it was
delivered to the customer,”
the company said.

The video gathered mil-
lions of views — among oth-
ers — also highlighting mul-
tiple such related
complaints which also at-
tracted the attention of go-
vernment and automakers
alike as they sought to ad-
dress the same and certify
the authenticity and scien-
tific base of E20.

Separately, speaking to
reporters, Rahul Bharti, se-
nior executive officer (cor-

porate affairs) at Maruti Su-
zuki sought to emphasise
there were no cases of
wear-and-tear or corrosion
in engines because of the
use of the E20 fuel even in
non-compliant vehicles.

“We have sufficient fac-
tors of safety - in terms of
wear and tear, corrosion or
damage to life of parts that
come in contact with E20
for cars sold in India before
2023,” said Mr. Bharti, ad-
ding, “As a manufacturer,
we have tested EI10 cars
which were prevalent be-
fore 2023 for E20 fuel for
all parameters and found
nothing of concern.”

For context, E20 petrol
was formally launched in
February 2023.

U.S. DoJ urges judge
to drop Adani case

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

The U.S. Department of
Justice (DoJ) has forcefully
defended its decision to
abandon the criminal case
against Indian billionaire
Gautam Adani and seven
others, telling a federal
judge the prosecution was
legally flawed, diplomati-
cally counterproductive
and inconsistent with the
Trump administration’s
enforcement priorities.

In a sharply worded 10-
page filing, the DOJ said the
case “should have been
dropped a year ago — or
never brought in the first
place,” arguing the court
had only a limited role in
reviewing decision to dis-

miss charges with prejud-
ice. The filing came after
U.S. District Judge Nicholas
Garaufis asked the depart-
ment to explain why it was
seeking to permanently
dismiss the indictment,
calling its earlier motion

“terse, bland and
conclusory.”
The DOJ, in 2024, under

Biden administration in-
dicted Adani, others for be-
ing ‘involved’ in a scheme
to bribe Indian govern-
ment officials to the tune of
$250 million and lie to in-
vestors to receive billions
more in investments from
other entities — during this
the alleged scheme, Adani
Green Energy Ltd. raised at
least $175 million from U.S.
investors.

Union government increases onion procurement price by 13%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Consumer Af-
fairs Department has in-
creased the procurement
price of onions by 13% to
32,125 per quintal for the
Price Stabilisation Buffer,
in a move aimed at boost-
ing procurement and en-
suring better prices for
farmers.

The revised rate comes
into effect on Saturday, a
government release said.

The National Agricultu-
ral Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd.
(NAFED) and the National
Cooperative Consumers’
Federation of India (NCCF)
are procuring onions from
various States.

Better farmer returns
“The revised price will en-
sure better returns for
onion farmers while sup-
porting buffer procure-
ment efforts,” the Govern-
ment release said.

Onion seller at Krishnaraja
Market in Bengaluru.

The move comes amid
rising retail prices of
onions over the last

month, even as farmers in
various States complained
that they were not getting
remunerative prices in
spite of higher input costs.
For 2025-26, onion pro-
duction is estimated at
307.37 lakh metric tonne
(LMT), according to the Se-
cond Advance Estimates of
the Union Agriculture Mi-
nistry. In 2024-25, the pro-
duction was 307.67 LMT.
“Going by the produc-
tion estimates, the overall
availability of onions is not

a concern at this stage,
though prices may be ex-
pected to inch up in line
with the normal price sea-
sonality. Current stock le-
vels in Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Gujarat
are adequate. “At present,
there are no indications of
any shortage of stored
onions,” the Centre said.
The government ex-
pects daily arrivals in mar-
kets at the all-India level to
remain over 50,000 metric
tonnes (MT). It said arrivals

in Maharashtra aremore
than 30,000 MT with aver-
age modal prices of about
18 per kg. “Better-quality
stocks continue to remain
in storage and are expect-
ed to be released during
the lean period. The all-In-
dia average retail price is
31 per kg,” it said.

“The delay in monsoon
arrival and lower-than-nor-
mal rainfall in some re-
gions have led to specula-
tive buying by a section of
traders.
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China launches coast guard patrol

MOUNT RUSHMORE

American identity under ‘renewed

BAMAKO

Jihadists, their separatist Tuareg

ERFURT

Alternative for Germany re-elects

east of Taiwan despite pushback

attack’, says Trump as U.S. turns 250

allies hit Mali with new attacks

AFP

China said on Saturday it had launched a new coast guard patrol
east of Taiwan, drawing a sharp response from Taipei after a task
force last month off the island’s coast caused alarm in some
Western capitals. The fleet will conduct “law enforcement patrols”
in the area, China’s Coast Guard said in a statement. REUTERS

A

AP

U.S. President Donald Trump lashed out on Friday at what he called
a fresh threat against the country’s identity, taking aim at domestic
“radicals and extremists” on the eve of America’s 250th birthday.
“As we approach this magnificent anniversary, we see our American
identity under a renewed attack,” he said. AFp

A

Jihadists and their separatist Tuareg allies hit Mali with fresh
coordinated attacks on Saturday, striking multiple towns and a
prison. The fighting comes after the al-Qaeda-linked JNIM jihadists
and Tuareg FLA separatists in late April captured the strategic
northern town of Kidal and killed Mali’s Defence Minister. AFP

leaders as protesters, police clash

REUTERS

Delegates at the national convention of the far-right Alternative for
Germany party on Saturday overwhelmingly re-elected its leaders,
including Alice Weidel, as tens of thousands of protesters aimed to
disrupt the meeting and some clashed with police. Police said some
31,000 people attended Saturday’s protest rallies. AP

A window into how China sees a world in disorder

Politically, the Iran war has led more nations to view China as more trustworthy than the US,; Beijing’s strategic credibility has risen, while Washington’s has declined, Yan Xuetong, a leading Chinese

foreign policy scholar, said at the World Peace Forum; technological disruptions, especially Al, are seen as emerging as the next key battleground, especially with regard to the setting of standards

NEWS ANALYSIS

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

decline in U.S.
A credibility after the
Iran war and the

rising importance of tech-
nology, specifically Al cap-
abilities, in determining a
country’s place in the
world were two key trends
likely to shape the imme-
diate future of the global
order.

That is the view of Chi-
na’s top experts who gath-
ered in Beijing on Friday
and Saturday for the coun-
try’s premier annual top
foreign policy forum.

“Politically, the [Iran]
war has led more nations
to view China as more
trustworthy than the Unit-

ed States. China’s strategic
credibility has risen, while
America’s has declined,”
said Yan Xuetong, a lead-
ing Chinese foreign policy
scholar who convenes the
annual World Peace Forum
at Tsinghua University,
speaking before the open-
ing of the conference,
which provides a rare win-
dow into how Chinese stra-
tegic thinkers view the
world order and China’s
place init.

U.S. and allies

Mr. Yan and other Chinese
experts spoke of weaken-
ing U.S. relations with allies
as reflective of a changing
order. “[West Asian] states
that were traditionally U.S.
allies are now questioning
America’s security guaran-
tees on two fronts,” Mr.
Yan said, referring to both

U.S. resolve and capability
to protect them.

Recent ups-and-downs
in India-U.S. relations also
received mention, seen as
part of a broader trend in
how the Donald Trump ad-
ministration was engaging
with U.S. partners.

The Indo-Pacific strate-
gy under the previous Bi-
den administration and the
revival of the Quad worried
China, seen as a renewed
U.S. commitment to the re-
gion. “With the renaming
[of the Indo-Pacific Com-
mand] back to the Pacific
Command, my under-
standing is that [the U.S.
believes] using India as a
key partner to contain Chi-
na has proven ineffective,”
Wu Xinbo, a leading expert
on China-U.S. relations and
Dean of the Institute of In-
ternational Studies, Fudan

Iranian ambassador to China Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli arrives for a
press meet during the World Peace Forum in Beijing on Saturday. AP

University, said at the fo-
rum. “Initially, the U.S.
held high expectations for
India’s role. The Trump ad-
ministration has become
much more realistic... If
this renaming signifies
anything, it is that India’s
status in America’s region-

al strategy has noticeably
declined,” he said.

Shift in order

Mr. Trump referring to a
U.S.-China “G2” during his
recent visit to China may
not have officially received
Being’s endorsement, but

it has appeared to have
reinforced views among
Chinese scholars of a
changing global order
amid what they see as a
shift from unipolarity to bi-
polarity.

Historically such shifts
have been “very danger-
ous” moments, pointed
out Jia Qingguo, a Peking
University scholar who is
also a member of the
Standing Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference or
upper house of Parlia-
ment, referring to the
“Thucydides’ trap” of the
dominant power looking to
preserve the status quo
and a rising power wanting
to change it.

That might not necessa-
rily be the case now, he
said, as “China, the rising
power, is a country rela-

tively satisfied with the ex-
isting international order.”
“It supports the UN, en-
dorses multilateralism... so
chances are China is not
going to use force to chal-
lenge the existing interna-
tional system.”

Different values

Citing the example of the
UN Charter, he said Beijing
was seeking to preserve ol-
der institutions while, in a
sense, looking to change
how they function, for in-
stance by emphasising dif-
ferent values. “We have
had a period where the
West dominated and chose
to take an approach [em-
phasising] human rights
over sovereignty rights,”
he said. “Now that’s gone,
but that does not mean the
UN charter itself is not
functioning any more.”

Technological disrup-
tions, especially Al, were
seen as emerging as the
next key battleground, es-
pecially with regard to the
setting of standards, where
the U.S. and China were
seen as the two key
players.

Mr. Yan said the world
was “fracturing into three
categories of nations”, re-
ferring to Al standard-set-
ters, Al innovators and Al
consumer nations. “Within
adecade,” he predicted, “it
will become a universally
recognised classification,
much like the World Bank’s
division of high, middle,
and low-income nations.
The impact of technology
on international relations
will become far more pro-
nounced. We will see that
even in the next 12
months.”

Russia’s claim
of capturing
Kostiantynivka
a lie, says Kyiv

Reuters
KYIV

Ukraine still controls the
strategically important city
of Kostiantynivka, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said on Saturday, rejecting
Russian claims that it has
been captured.

Russia’s military told
President Vladimir Putin
on Friday that it had taken
control of the key city that
Moscow has long sought in
its advance through the
Donetsk region.

“It is just another Rus-
sian lie, an attempt to gen-
erate some kind of a news
story,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
The General Staff said the
city remained under the
control of Ukraine’s forces.

Silent march

Demonstrators hold a banner reading ‘Louis

Narbonne, in Carcassonne, southwestern France, on Saturday. The 17-year-old died on June 23 from injuries sustained in a beating. AFP

Oil terminal in St. Petersburg
hit in Ukrainian drone strike

Reuters
MOSCOW

Russia’s second city of St.
Petersburg and the sur-
rounding region came un-
der a major Ukrainian
drone attack overnight on
Saturday, with a local port
and oil infrastructure hit,
Russian and Ukrainian
authorities said, as Kyiv’s
drone strikes continue to
deepen fuel shortages in
Russia.

St. Petersburg Governor
Alexander Beglov said the
city of 6 million had been
subjected to a “large-scale”
drone attack, with the ci-
ty’s oil terminal struck. He
said there were no casual-
ties and that the aftermath
of the attack had been
dealt with.

Alexander Drozdenko,

Vladimir Putin visits a command post for the joint force grouping,
amid the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict. AP

governor of the surround-
ing Leningrad region, said
adrone had struck the area
of Vysotsk port on the Bal-
tic Sea. The port handles
oil, grain, coal and lique-
fied natural gas.
Elsewhere, the governor
of Russia’s Bryansk region
and the Russian-installed

governor of Crimea said
that drone strikes had
killed one person in each
region, with several more
wounded.

South of St. Petersburg,
the governor of Pskov re-
gion said more than 30
drones had been shot
down overnight.

Iranians flock to week-long funeral
ceremonies for slain leader Khamenei

Reuters
DUBAI

Mourners thronged a vast
prayer complex in Tehran
on Saturday as the week-
long funeral ceremonies of
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei began with
the national anthem, reli-
gious eulogies and read-
ings from the Koran.

Iran is staging mass fun-
eral processions for Kha-
menei in a show of public
devotion to the Islamic Re-
public’s theocratic state
and revolutionary zeal.

Television footage
showed his coffin draped
with the Iranian flag and
topped with his black tur-
ban. It was placed, along
with four other coffins of
his slain family members,
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Mourners gather at the Grand Mosalla as they pay their final
respects to Ali Khamenei, in Tehran on Saturday. AFP

on a large black platform
that resembled the Kaaba.
The vast courtyard of
the complex, the Imam
Khomeini Grand Mosalla,
was filled with mourners,
many waving Iranian flags
and carrying photographs

of the slain leader.

“Death to America’
chants echoed through
Tehran’s Mosalla on the
day of the farewell to ‘Mr.
Martyr’,” a broadcaster
said. In other video posts,
mourners were also heard

chanting: “Our slogan is
one word: Revenge, re-
venge,” and “We will kill,
we will kill he who killed
our Imam.”

Representatives of Teh-
ran-backed militant groups
attended the funeral cere-
monies, with envoys from
Hezbollah and Hamas
meeting with Iranian Fo-
reign  Minister  Abbas
Araghchi, state media
reported.

Khamenei’s coffin will
remain in the Mosalla until
Sunday evening. His body
was expected to be taken
to Qom, Najaf and Kerbala,
the great Shia centres of
Iran and Iraq, before being
laid to rest on Thursday in
Mashhad, home to the
country’s holiest pilgrim
shrine.

Leo urges U.S. to welcome immigrants
in his July 4 appeal from Lampedusa

Reuters
LAMPEDUSA

Pope Leo marked the
250th anniversary of U.S.
independence on Saturday
with an appeal to Ameri-
cans to welcome and pro-
tect immigrants, in a letter
sent to his home country
as he visited Italy’s migrant
frontline island of
Lampedusa.

Pope Leo, who drew the
ire of Donald Trump last
year after calling the U.S.
President’s hardline anti-
immigration policies inhu-
mane, also urged the world
to become “more human”
and to help those fleeing
war and poverty.

During a day trip to
Lampedusa, a gateway for
migrants risking dangerous

Papal blessings: Pope Leo XIV arrives to celebrate Mass in

!

Lampedusa, Sicily, southern Italy, on Saturday. Ap

Mediterranean crossings
into Europe from Africa,
the Pope urged European
leaders to do more to assist
arrivals, which  have
topped 7,000 this year.
Separately, in an appeal
sent to the U.S. for its land-

mark anniversary, Pope
Leo said the Catholic value
of defending life includes
“welcoming, protecting
and assisting immigrants”.

“To receive [immi-

grants] with compassion
and generosity is not only

an act of charity, but also a
recognition of the dignity
that belongs to every hu-
man person,” he told the
United States.

Lampedusa, which lies
between Tunisia, Malta
and Sicily, sits on one of
the world’s deadliest mi-
gration routes. Many mi-
grants arrive after crossing
the Mediterranean in over-
crowded boats and ma-
keshift vessels.

The visit echoed that of
Pope Francis, who made
Lampedusa the destina-
tion of his first trip outside
Rome after becoming Pope
in 2013.

A total of 14,464 mi-
grants have arrived in Italy
by sea so far this year, ac-
cording to UN Refugee
Agency data.
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HUGE COMPLIMENT

We could not find our rhythm:

Messi praises Cape Verde players

PROUD MAN

We showed our identity: coach

Bubista on a memorable campaign

GREAT TEAM

This game left the biggest mark

on me as a coach, says Scaloni

A

Lionel Messi said the Cape Verde players did not let Argentina relax
and find its rhythm in the World Cup round-of-32 match. “It is no
coincidence that this team had not lost to Spain or Uruguay. We felt
that we would find our rhythm and be more relaxed after the first
goal, but it was the complete opposite”.

A

After a memorable World Cup run, Cape Verde head coach Bubista
said his team “showed its identity” during the campaign. “We drew
against the World champion (Argentina) and took it to extra time.
More than anything, I am proud of our players who were dignified in
the World Cup. We showed our identity,” said Bubista.

REUTERS

Of the 100 [games], this one (against Cape Verde) has surely left the
biggest mark on me as a coach. It would have been crazy had we
lost. | want to congratulate the opponent. Today, it proved that it is
a great team — Argentina head coach Lionel Scaloni after his 100th
match in charge of the national team.

FAIRYTALE

My teammates were fantastic,

we realised the dream: Vozinha

REUTERS

Cape Verde goalkeeper Vozinha said that his teammates and the
staff can leave the World Cup with their “heads held high”. “We
qualified and realised the dream, not just for me or the national
team but for all the people of Cape Verde. My teammates were
fantastic; they were incredible,” said Vozinha.

Argentina dodges a bullet named Cape Verde

The dogged Blue Sharks fight back from a goal down twice before Borges turns the ball into his own net to save the holder’s blushes; Messi's scoring form continues with another sublime strike

FIFA WORLD CUP

Agence France-Presse
MIAMI

rgentina was given
A a huge scare before
ending Cape

Verde’s fairytale run as Lio-
nel Messi netted his 20th
World Cup goal in a 3-2 win
after extra-time to take his
team into the last 16.

Messi’s sublime control
and finish for his seventh
goal at this tournament in
four games put the defend-
ing champion in command
at the Miami Stadium, but
the Blue Sharks doggedly
refused to go away.

Deroy Duarte’s strike on
the hour mark forced Ar-
gentina to expand more
energy than it would have
wanted in the sapping
heat. Lisandro Martinez
briefly restored Argenti-
na’s lead early in extra time
before Sidny Lopes Ca-
bral’s stunning shot rocket-
ed into the top corner.

Another Argentina cor-
ner finally got the job done
as Cristian Romero rose
highest to head Messi’s cor-
ner, the ball going in off a

Unfortunate: Cape Verde’s Borges, jersey No. 3, heads in an own goal under pressure from the Argentina players. Ap

deflection from Diney
Borges for an own goal.

La Albiceleste will face
Egypt on Tuesday in Atlan-
ta, but there were con-

cerns for Lionel Scaloni af-
ter his 100th match in
charge of the team.
Scaloni said it “would
have been madness” to

lose to the underdogs.

“A very tough match;
you always have to take the
positives — this team (Ar-
gentina) never gives up,”

Scaloni said.

“When people say that
there are no easy oppo-
nents, they (Cape Verde)
proved today that they are

THE RESULTS

4

Round of 16: Canada 0 lost to
Morocco 3 (Ounahi 50, 82, Rahimi
90+8).

Round of 32: Australia 1 (Hany
55-0g) drew with Egypt 1 (Ashour
13) (aet, Egypt wins 4-2 on
penalties); Argentina 3 (Messi 29,
Lisandro Martinez 92, Borges
111-og) bt Cape Verde 2 (D.
Duarte 59, S. Cabral 103) (aet);
Colombia 1 (J. Arias 14) bt Ghana
0.

a great team. We finished
very tired,” he added.
Cape Verde had served a
warning of what it was cap-
able of by holding Euro-
pean champion Spain,
Uruguay and Saudi Arabia
in Group H to reach the
knockout stages in its first
World Cup appearance.
The Blue Sharks coach
Bubista had said the meet-
ing with the world cham-
pion would be “the game
of our lives” and it showed
in a spirited display that
had Argentina sweating.

Colombia advances

In Kansas City, Colombia
managed to see off a tooth-
less Ghana 1-0 to become
the final team to qualify for
the last 16.

Stat attack

Martinez became the first

Argentine defender to score
and assist in the same World
Cup game

Cape Verde earned the

distinction of being the first
African nation to score more
than one goalin a World Cup
match against the defending
champion

Messi became the third

player to find the back of
the net in five consecutive
knockout games after Gyorgy
Sarosi (Hungary, 1934-38) and
Vava (Brazil, 1958-62)

For the fifth straight knock-

out match, Argentina held
the lead at half-time

The Argentine maestro also

became the first to score in
eight successive appearances,
and the first with seven or
more goals in two editions
(2022, 2026)

1 2Messi’s dozen goal con-
tributions (six goals, six
assists) in the knockouts are the

most by a player

1 Argentina moved level

with Germany at the top
with its 12th extra-time win in
the football showpiece

l Messi’s goal tally in the
quadrennial extravagan-
za after turning 35

l Vozinha made 18 saves in
this edition. Among goal-
keepers aged 40 or more, only
Peter Shilton (28, 1990) and
Dino Zoff (27, 1982) have more

2 Messi became the first
player (man or woman) to
score 20 World Cup goals

l O The Cape Verde

match was coach’s
Scaloni 100th for Argentina.
He has won four titles

Compiled by ANIRUDH VELAMURI

Egypt dashes Australia’s
hopes, books last-16 berth

Special feeling: Egyptian players celebrate their shootout win. Ap

Ayon Sengupta
DALLAS

For all the noise, tactical
planning and emotional
freight that teams carry in-
to a knockout tie, football
has a habit of reducing eve-
rything to the loneliest act
in sport.

Australia and Egypt ar-
rived in Arlington chasing
the same piece of history
and, after Emam Ashour’s
opener was cancelled out
by an own goal, the last-32
tie surrendered itself to pe-
nalties. Egypt held its
nerve in the 4-2 shootout
victory, scoring with all
four of its kicks as Harry
Souttar and teenager Lu-
cas Herrington missed for
Australia.

Earlier, a year after leav-
ing a stadium in the United
States in tears with a shoul-
der injury during the FIFA
Club World Cup, Ashour
swaggered across the Ar-
lington arena in triumph.
Ashour had been stretch-
ered off in Miami after frac-
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turing his collarbone while
playing for Al Ahly against
Lionel Messi’s Inter Miami
on June 15, 2025.

When the Egyptian mid-
fielder scored in the 13th
minute to put the Pharaohs
ahead, he celebrated with
the “Billionaire Strut”.

Tony Popovic kept Aus-
tralia unchanged from the
Paraguay game, while
Egypt made five altera-
tions, with Mohamed Salah
fit enough to start along-
side Omar Marmoush des-
pite hamstring concerns.

Australia  threatened
first as Cristian Volpato’s
long-range effort kissed the
top of the bar in the fifth
minute, but it was Egypt
that struck. Ashour’s initial
free-kick from the left was
blocked by the wall, but he
was left unmarked when
Karim Hafez floated the
ball back into the box, al-
lowing him to head past
Patrick Beach.

Egypt should have dou-
bled its lead almost imme-
diately after the restart. Sa-

lah split the Australian
defence with a perfectly
weighted pass, but Mar-
moush, who opened his
body, saw his attempt bob-
ble wide. Soon enough,
Egypt was made to pay for
it as Mohamed Hany, per-
haps unsettled by the
looming presence of Sout-
tar, turned the ball into his
own net from an Australian
corner-kick.

Beach kept the dream
alive deep into stoppage
time, keeping out a point-
blank Ramy Rabia header.
In extra time, Souttar
stood like a wall against Sa-
lah and Egypt, somehow
coaxing Australia’s tired
legs to keep the scoreline
intact. The decisive goal
never came, and Popovic
sent on Matthew Ryan — a
goalkeeper with 12 career
penalty saves — in place of
Beach for the shootout.

But football offers no
guarantees — there was no
rescue here. Egypt walked
away with the history both
had come looking for.

Ounabhi’s brace
fires Morocco into
the quarterfinals

Agencies
HOUSTON

Azzedine Ounahi scored a
brace to lead Morocco to a
3-0 win over co-host Cana-
da in the World Cup round
of 16 on Saturday, making
his country the first Afri-
can nation to reach the
quarterfinals more than
once.

Morocco is set for a se-
cond straight appearance
in the last-eight stage after
having made it to the semi-
finals in Qatar in 2022.

Neither team was able
to break the deadlock until
Ounahi struck in the 50th
minute. He received a pass
off a free-kick from Achraf
Hakimi and delivered a
right-footed shot through
traffic from outside the
box, finding the bottom-
right corner.

In the 82nd minute, Ou-
nahi made it 2-0 with a
right-footed shot from the
middle of the box after a
pass from Brahim Diaz.
Soufiane Rahimi, who re-

placed the injured Ismael
Saibari in the opening pe-
riod, added another goal in
the final minute of stop-
page time.

The loss ended a histor-
ic run for Canada, which
had won its first knockout
game with a 1-0 victory ov-
er South Africa.

The co-host was the
clear underdog and its fans
were outnumbered by Mo-
rocco supporters at the air-
conditioned Houston Sta-
dium. Yet it looked the
more confident at the
start, with Tani Oluwaseyi
turning sharply in the box
and forcing Morocco’s
Montreal-born goalkeeper
Yassine Bounou to save
with an outstretched leg.

There was a flashpoint
shortly before half-time
when Morocco captain Ha-
kimi and Canada’s Richie
Laryea had a brief shoving
match. Ounahi, who was
named the Player-of-the-
Match, stole the limelight
for the right reasons with
his double.

Opening salvo: Ounahi celebrates with Bouaddi after putting the

Atlas Lions ahead. REUTERS

Ancelotti’s Brazil wary
of Norway and Haaland

Ayon Sengupta

Brazil’'s World Cup cam-
paign has offered reassu-
rance and alarm in almost
equal measure.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side
has won three of its four
matches but needed a
stoppage-time Gabriel Mar-
tinelli strike to squeeze
past Japan in the round of
32. It is yet to fully hit its
stride and, as a result, Sun-
day’s pre-quarterfinal
against Norway in New Jer-
sey could be an intriguing
one.

The fixture comes with
a historical quirk. Brazil
has never beaten Norway,
drawing twice and losing
twice in four previous
meetings, including a 12
defeat at the 1998 World
Cup when Tore Andre Flo
and Kjetil Rekdal over-
turned Bebeto’s opener.
Norway coach Stale Sol-
bakken was a playing
member of that side.

While Solbakken is
quick to show Brazil the
respect it deserves, he in-
sists that this will be no
walkover for the five-time
champion. “Brazil is find-
ing its feet, gradually get-
ting better and better, and
it has strong players in all
positions,” he said.

“Brazil is the favourite,
of course it is, but we are
hopeful that we will give it
a match. We are not play-
ing the game for fun. We
are playing to win and go
into the quarterfinals.”

Brazil also has concerns
over personnel. Lucas Pa-

Dangerous duo: Vinicius and Endrick could pose a challenge to
the Norwegian defence. AFP

Monday’s
matches

Brazil vs. Norway, 1.30 a.m.

Mexico vs. England, 5.30 a.m.

The day and time(s) pertain to India

queta’s injury against Ja-
pan has left Ancelotti short
of a midfielder who knits
his side together. Raphinha
has returned to training,
and Neymar is fit again,
though Ancelotti is unlike-
ly to hand him a start.
Endrick, who offered a
direct threat after coming
on at the beginning of the
second half against Japan,
and Martinelli, after his
dramatic strike, are in con-
tention for a place in the
starting XI. Vinicius Junior
had scored in all three
group games, while Bruno
Guimaraes has four assists.
The Selecao’s 2-1 win ov-
er Japan was their first co-

meback victory in a World
Cup knockout match since
the 2002 quarterfinal
against England.

Norway, meanwhile, ar-
rives after a 2-1 victory over
Ivory Coast. Martin Ode-
gaard has assisted in three
straight matches, while Er-
ling Haaland has already
scored five goals in this edi-
tion. Brazil is wary of the
Manchester City forward,
who scored the winner
against the West Africans
after being largely periph-
eral for much of the night.

“Haaland is a great
player, and he has already
shown that on several oc-
casions,” Brazil forward
Matheus Cunha said.

For all of Brazil’s pedi-
gree, this night might be
decided by whether it can
contain the most ruthless
penalty-box striker of this
generation. Against a side
still searching for complete
control, Haaland can pun-
ish even the briefest lapse.

AINX
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England chases glory against a marauding Australia

Skipper Sciver-Brunt, Knight and Wyatt-Hodge hold the key with the willow for the home team in the summit clash; Molineux & Co. have the edge in a clash between two unbeaten sides at Lord’s

T20 WORLD CUP

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

he Globe Theatre is
T just five miles away

from Lord’s. Crick-
et’s most famous ground
has witnessed, in its long
history, moments that
could compare well with
the drama of a Shakespear-
ian play.

Most of them have in-
volved men’s cricket. Wo-
men haven’t played as
much cricket at Lord’s. But
times are changing. Re-
member, in Shakespeare’s
time, women were not
even allowed to perform
on stage, though he
penned some of litera-
ture’s greatest female
characters.

Lord’s, in fact, is going
to host next week its first-
ever Women’s Test match,
between England and In-
dia. The Englishwomen are
unlikely to be thinking of
that game yet, though.

They are focussed com-
pletely on a game played in
a much shorter format: the
Women’s T20 World Cup
final against Australia on
Sunday.

For all the interest a fi-
nal involving India would
have generated, especially

When the titans meet: England and Australia, the two best sides in the tournament, will battle it out for the top prize. REUTERS

in a country of a billion
cricket fans, there surely
could not have been a big-
ger contest to end what has
been a fascinating
tournament.

Fitting finale

The final fits the bill in ev-
ery way. The best side
against the host, which al-
so happens to be the se-
cond best team. The
game’s oldest rivals. A
team whose talent is so
deep, it is unreal, against a

side that has some excep-
tional players and is cap-
tained by one of the most
skilful, competitive women
that has ever played
cricket.

Her teammates will in-
deed be hoping for anoth-
er superwoman effort from
skipper Nat Sciver-Brunt,
who had led them from the
front to take them to the fi-
nal.

After a rare top-order
failure, she put the En-
gland innings back on the

track, and with ample sup-
port from fellow-veteran
Heather Knight, registered
a total that would prove far
too much for South Africa.
Danni  Wyatt-Hodge,
who didn’t click in that
game, is still on top of the
run-charts. The seam of
Lauren Bell and the spin of
Linsey Smith, Sophie Ec-
clestone and Charlie Dean,
has served England well.
As for Australia, this is
one of those great teams in
sporting history that can

intimidate any opposition.
Runs could come anywh-
ere. So could wickets.
Ellyse Perry, Ashleigh
Gardner, Beth Mooney, An-
nabel Sutherland, Georgia
Wareham, captain Sophie
Molinuex, Phoebe Litch-
field... It is not easy to pre-
pare for players like that.
But, the England wo-
men will be backed by
their supporters. And they
have the Lionesses and the
Red Roses, their sisters in
football and rugby respec-

Today’s match
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Lord’s, 8.00 p.m. IST
HEAD-TO-HEAD

Played: 45

England @ | Australia @
NR €
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tively, to draw inspiration
from.

Rival captains gear
up for a tough outing

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

Sophie Molineux grew up
watching cricket with her
father. Some 15 years ago,
she said she would one day
like to watch a Test at
Lord’s.

Molineux is going to do
better than that. She will
on Sunday lead Australia in
the final of the Women’s
T20 World Cup at the
home of cricket.

The Australian captain
expects a tough challenge.
“It is going to be a huge
challenge,” she said.

“They have played some
really brilliant cricket over
the last few weeks. Lottie
(coach Charlotte Edwards)
has got the team in a really
good place, and they seem
to be full of confidence.
And you add on to that,
30,000 English fans here
at Lord’s.”

Molineux, however,
pointed out that her team
matched up well against
England.

“We don’t look too far
into the past, but we
should be very confident
heading into this,” she

said. “And if we just look at
how we want to play and
what we can do.”

Her counterpart Nat
Sciver-Brunt is also relish-
ing the challenge.

“Every time we come up
against Australia, it is going
to be a tough battle,” said
the England captain.

“Both teams have got
players that have got mas-
sive experience, and also
some youngsters who are
hugely talented as well.”

She is glad that her team
is a nice blend of youth and
experience.

“We have had some
great performances from
Freya (Kemp) and Dani
(Gibson), obviously, with
the bat, taking the game on
in the last five-six overs,”
Sciver-Brunt said.

“And Kemp has been
bowling really well and
sticking to her skills.”

Looking ahead to the
summit clash with a most
familiar rival, she said: “Fi-
nals like this don’t come
around that often.”

Among those watching
the final at Lord’s will be
Mark Molineux, Sophie’s
dad.

Bethell’s blitz and Curran’s
spell do it for England

Game-changer: Bethell took advantage of some poor bowling by
India. REUTERS

INDIA IN ENGLAND

Press Trust of India
MANCHESTER

England rode on an unbea-
ten 76 from Jacob Bethell
to beat India by four wick-
ets in the second T20I and
take a 1-0 lead in the five-
match series here on
Saturday.

Bethell smashed five six-
es and an equal number of
fours in his 46-ball knock
as England chased down
the target of 191in 19 overs.

England was jolted early
when left-arm pacer Arsh-
deep Singh dismissed the
openers — Phil Salt and Jos
Buttler — for ducks in a sen-

sational opening over.

However, skipper Harry
Brook (39), Bethell and
Tom Banton (39) rebuilt
the innings before the left-
hander steered the team
home. Leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi had a miserable
day, bowling no-balls and
witnessing the free hit de-
liveries getting smashed
for sixes.

His spell (4-0-60-0)
proved a turning point in
England’s chase.

Earlier, the visitors post-
ed 190 for seven after Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi made his
much-awaited debut.

However, his innings
lasted just 10 balls and he
hammered two sixes be-
fore being stumped by But-

SCOREBOARD
A\ 4
INDIA

Abhishek Sharma ¢ Banton b
Curran 43 (24b, 8x4, 1x6), Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi st. Buttler b Jacks
14 (10b, 2x6), Ishan Kishan c
Dawson b Curran 49 (40b, 6x4),
Shreyas lyer c Banton b Dawson
37 (22b, 3x4, 1x6), Shivam Dube c
Banton b Curran 5 (7b), Tilak
Varma (not out) 24 (11b, 1x4,
2x6), Axar Patel run out 2 (3b),
Harshit Rana c Buttler b Archer 6
(3b, 1x6); Extras (Ib-1, w-9): 10;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20
overs): 190.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-50 (Sooryavanshi, 4.5 overs),
2-65 (Abhishek, 5.6), 3-130
(Shreyas, 12.6), 4-146 (Dube,
15.6), 5-157 (Kishan, 17.2), 6-165
(Axar, 18.3), 7-190 (Harshit, 19.6).

ENGLAND BOWLING
Archer 4-0-40-1, Tongue 4-0-46-0,
Jacks 3-0-22-1, Curran 4-0-33-3,
Dawson 3-0-27-1, Rashid
2-0-21-0.
ENGLAND

tler off Will Jacks for 14.
The extra bounce and
cross-winds on a skiddy
surface made batting diffi-
cult for the 15-year-old,
who became the youngest
man to play for India.
Sooryavanshi, however,
provided a glimpse of what
he was capable of during
his short stay — a whip-
scoop off Jofra Archer that
sailed over the fence and a
powerful shot off Josh Ton-
gue that went into the
stands over wide long-on.
Opener Abhishek Shar-
ma (43, 24b, 8x4, 1x6), Ish-
an Kishan (49, 40b, 6x4)
and skipper Shreyas Iyer
(37, 22b, 3x4, 1x6) were the
major contributors.
Just when the Men in

Phil Salt c Kishan b Arshdeep 0
(1b), Jos Buttler c Varun b
Arshdeep 0 (3b), Harry Brook ¢
Kishan b Axar 39 (15b, 4x4, 3x6),
Jacob Bethell (not out) 76 (46b,
5x4, 5x6), Tom Banton c Tilak b
Arshdeep 39 (32b, 6x4), Will Jacks
lbw b Varun 9 (8b, 1x4), Sam
Curran ¢ Sooryavanshi bt Harshit
7 (5b, 1x4), Jofra Archer (not out)
10 (7b, 1x4); Extras (lb-4, nb-3,
w-4): 11; Total (for six wkts. in 19
overs): 191.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-0 (Salt, 0.1), 2-1 (Buttler, 0.5),
3-51 (Brook, 4.4), 4-118 (Banton,
12.6), 5-133 (Jacks, 15.2), 6-179
(Curran, 17.4).

INDIA BOWLING
Arshdeep 4-0-40-3, Harshit
3-0-30-1, Bishnoi 4-0-60-0, Axar
4-0-20-1, Varun 4-0-37-1.

Toss: India; PoM: Bethell.
England won by four wickets
with one over to spare to lead
five-match series 1-0.

Third T201: July 7, Nottingham,
10 p.m. IST.

Blue looked set for a big to-
tal, left-arm seamer Sam
Curran choked the run-
flow with a superb spell
(4-0-33-3).

Tilak Varma (24 n.o.,
11b, 1x4, 2x6), whose bat-
ting approach has been
heavily criticised, scored 17
off Archer in the final over
of the innings to take India
t0 190.

Despite striking early,
the visitors couldn’t stop
the hosts.

Incidentally, it would
have been doubly sweet for
Bethell, whose incredible
knock almost took England
to victory in a high-scoring
thriller in the T20 World
Cup semifinal against India
in March.

Vingegaard takes Tour de France lead

Agence France-Presse
BARCELONA

Jonas Vingegaard took the
first leader’s yellow jersey
of the 113th edition of the
Tour de France as his Vis-
ma-Lease a Bike outfit won
Saturday’s opening team
time-trial in Barcelona.
Vingegaard will wear
the yellow jersey on Sun-
day for the first time since
he last won the Grand Bou-
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cle in 2023.
He finished the 19.6km
course eight seconds

quicker than Filippo Gan-
na for Netcompany Ineos,
with reigning champion
Tadej Pogacar earning
third place for UAE Team
Emirates at 12sec.
Throughout the stage,
Visma had been almost
neck-and-neck with Net-
company and the Lidl-Trek
team of Spaniard Juan Ayu-

so. But Visma went quicker
over the second half and
Vingegaard made the diffe-
rence on the final 800m
uphill drag to the finish.

Pogacar ended like a
rocket for UAE, who had
been fourth at all three
time-checks, to snatch
third place from Ayuso,
who was 16 seconds off
Vingegaard’s time.

World and Olympic
time-trial champion Rem-

co Evenepoel also finished
strongly to take fifth for
Red Bull-Bora Hansgrohe
at 19 seconds.

There was also an im-
pressive debut at the Tour
for teenage French prodigy
Paul Seixas who took sixth
place for his Decathlon
CMA CGM team, which
had been as low as 15th at
the first time-check and
still down in ninth at the
third.

Swiatek’s title defence crumbles

WIMBLEDON

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Reigning champion Iga
Swiatek was dumped out
of Wimbledon in the third
round on Saturday as an in-
spired Alexandra Eala
created more history for
the Philippines with a
straight-set victory on
Centre Court.

Eala edged a dramatic
84-minute first set before
powering to a 7-6(9), 6-2
victory over a stunned
Swiatek to reach the last 16.

“It’s difficult to describe
I'm in the second week of a
Slam and it’s incredible for
me,” said Eala.

It is six-time Grand Slam
champion Swiatek’s ear-
liest exit from a Major since
another third-round de-
feat, by Yulia Putintseva,
also at Wimbledon two
years ago.

Eala will be bidding to
become the first player
from the Philippines to
reach a singles Grand Slam
quarterfinal since Felicisi-
mo Ampon at the 1953
French Open.

Mertens ousts Rybakina
Joining Swiatek on the side-
lines was former champion
Elena Rybakina who lost 6-

Giant-killer: Eala can scarcely believe her win over Swiatek. AP

7(4), 1-6 to Elise Mertens.
Rybakina, 27, also endured
a disappointing early de-
parture from the recent
French Open, losing to Yu-
liia Starodubtseva in the se-
cond round.

The Russia-born Kazakh

IMPORTANT RESULTS
v

Men: Third round: 5-de Minaur
(Aus) bt Svajda (USA) 6-2, 5-7,6-2,
6-4.

9-Cobolli (Ita) bt 19-Khachanov
0-6, 7-6(4), 6-7(5), 6-2, 6-2;
13-Lehecka (Cze) bt Munar (Esp)
6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4; 2-Zverev (Ger) bt
Giron (USA) 6-2, 7-6(4), 6-4.

has failed to make it past
the third round on her last
two visits to south-west
London.

Serena pulls out
Meanwhile, Serena Wil-
liams pulled out of the dou-

Women: Third round: Krueger
(USA) bt Snigur (Ukr) 6-3, 6-2;
12-Kostyuk (Ukr) bt 23-Navarro
(USA) 6-2, 4-6, 6-1; 13-Paolini (Ita)
bt Sakkari (Gre) 6-1, 6-2; 29-Eala
(Phi) bt 3-Swiatek (Pol) 7-6(9),
6-2; 21-Bouzkova (Cze) bt
Samsonova 4-6, 7-6(3), 6-4;
25-Mertens (Bel) bt 2-Rybakina

bles with her sister Venus

after failing to recover from
a knee injury.

Men’s French Open
champion Alexander Zve-
rev brushed aside Ameri-
can Marcos Giron 6-2, 7-6
@), 6-4.

(Kaz) 7-6(4), 6-1.

26-Keys (USA) bt 6-Anisimova
(USA) 3-6, 6-2, 6-3; 9-Noskova
(Cze) bt 17-Cirstea (Rom) 2-6, 6-3,
7-6(9).

Fallen seeds: Men:
19-Khachanov.

Women: 2-Rybakina, 3-Swiatek,
6-Anisimova, 17-Cirstea.

Antonelli wins sprint race and takes pole

FORMULA ONE

Associated Press
SILVERSTONE

Kimi Antonelli returned to
winning ways in Formula 1
with a sprint race victory
and pole position for the
British Grand Prix on a day
of struggles for his title riv-
al George Russell.

After overtaking Lewis
Hamilton to deny the Brit-
ish star a crowd-pleasing
victory in the sprint, Anto-
nelli doubled up with pole
position for Sunday’s race.

He went fastest on his
last lap by 0.175 of a second
from Ferrari’s Charles Le-
clerc, with Hamilton third.

Russell was fourth in the
sprint and then again in
qualifying, after contact
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Perfect day: Antonelli denied
Hamilton a victory in the sprint
and doubled up with the pole.
AFP

with the wall early on, and
will start Sunday’s race be-
hind the two Ferraris.

Electrical power

Hamilton started on pole
and held off Antonelli until
lap eight of 17, when the

Italian swept past with the
help of electrical power.

“Let’s go! Let’s go!” An-
tonelli told the team over
the radio after taking the
win.

“It was a very fun first 10
laps with Lewis, we were
both pushing very hard,”
Antonelli added later. “Ob-
viously the momentum is
there and we are doing a
great job together with the
team.”

The race was a prime ex-
ample of F1 in 2026, with
the strategy of charging
and deploying electrical
power central to the bat-
tles on track.

It allowed drivers like
Lando Norris to swap plac-
es with rivals lap after lap
but also meant drivers lift-
ing off through Silver-
stone’s best-known fast

corners to recharge power.

Hamilton was back
fighting for a win again af-
ter a breakthrough victory
last month at the Barcelo-
na-Catalunya Grand Prix,
his first since moving to
Ferrari last year.

Qualifying results:

1. Antonelli (Mercedes); 2. Leclerc
(Ferrari); 3. Hamilton (Ferrari); 4.
Russell (Mercedes); 5. Hadjar (Red
Bull); 6. Norris (McLaren); 7.
Verstappen (Red Bull); 8. Piastri
(McLaren); 9. Lindblad (Racing
Bulls).

10. Lawson (Racing Bulls); 11.
Borteleto (Audi); 12. Gasly
(Alpine); 13. Hiilkenberg (Audi);
14. Bearman (Haas); 15. Sainz
(Williams); 16. Albon (Williams);
17. Ocon (Haas).

18. Bottas (Cadillac); 19.
Colapinto (Alpine); 20. Pérez
(Cadillac).

21. Stroll (Aston Martin); 22.
Alonso (Aston Martin).
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Debilitating
Parents of children with chronic diseases are struggling to manage
their lives and the medical treatment of their wards, finds

C. Maya. Experts in the field highlight the need to evolve a
societal support system for such families

Taking a toll: Most parents of children with chronic disabilities requiring lifelong medical care are exhausted physically, emotionally and financially. They are caregivers 24x7, sleep-deprived, and depressed. FILE PHOTO

t was a rain-drenched Thursday, and yet
there was no let-up in the crowd thronging
the corridors of the paediatric outpatient
(OP) clinics at Sree Avittom Thirunal (SAT)
Hospital, Thiruvananthapuram. Outside one of
the clinics sat Vijay*, brooding, scrolling through
the picture gallery on his mobile phone.

He points to the picture of a young girl, in pig-
tails, smiling into the camera.

“The picture was taken when she was four
years old. My little one would hop and skip, hang
on to my hand and insist on sitting in front of my
bike every time I took her out. Everything
changed when she turned five and had to be hos-
pitalised after a seizure,” he says as a lone tear
streaks down his cheek.

Six-year-old Anusree* is today a ghost of her
former self. She is mute, bedridden, on oxygen
support at home and is fed through a Ryle’s tube.
Last year, she had to be put on ventilator support
at the hospital five times. Vijay, her father, who
runs a small business, has run up a debt of over
350 lakh to treat his only daughter, hoping that
someday he can again take her on a bike ride.

But her prognosis for cognitive and functional
decline due to developmental epileptic encepha-
lopathies with myoclonic seizures is poor.

Nilina Jacob*, a Kannur native, has been stay-
ing in a rented house in Thiruvananthapuram for
two years, alone with her younger daughter aged
two years, who suffers from Pompe disease, a
rare inherited neuromuscular disorder, and is on
continuous oxygen support.

She gave up her job, left her eight-year-old son
in the care of her family, and came to the city to
provide better, more affordable medical care at
SAT Hospital. The child requires enzyme replace-
ment therapy, a prohibitively expensive treat-
ment, for survival. She had to be rushed to the
paediatric Intensive Care Unit of the hospital sev-
eral times during the past few months. Yet, Nilina
refuses to give up.

“It has been financially and emotionally drain-
ing. I cannot even sleep at night because I fear
that she might stop breathing. My husband is
struggling to raise money for the treatment. My
son cries over the phone at night because he mis-
ses me. The loneliness is terrible at times,” she
says breaking into a sob.

Lifelong care

Vijay and Nilina are two representatives of the
hundreds of parents who frequent the paediatric
palliative clinic at SAT Hospital; people whose
lives changed forever when they discovered that
their precious child has chronic disabilities re-
quiring lifelong medical care.

These parents are exhausted physically, emo-
tionally and financially. They are caregivers 24x7,
sleep-deprived, depressed and for whom a pack
of diapers has come to be more valuable than
anything else in life.

While Kerala takes pride in its low infant mor-
tality rate, one of the lowest in the country, the
celebrated Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICE)
survival rates are now telling the other side of the
story — a growing downstream burden of chil-
dren with neurodevelopmental disabilities, mus-
culoskeletal disorders, congenital deformities
and other chronic diseases.

Lack of proper follow-up

The rigour of the health system of Kerala in en-
suring the survival of every infant has not been
matched by investment in ensuring proper fol-
low-up and good developmental outcomes. A
child saved in a NICU at 28 or even 24 weeks may
go on to live with cerebral palsy, epileptic disor-
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Proportion of
children with
complex,
chronic and
debilitating
conditions
has grown
exponentially
over the
decade. Their
care
requirements
are not
something
families can
handle on
their own

P.G.
HARIPRASAD
Doctor

ders or genetic conditions for years, while the fa-
milies bearing that burden remain marginalised
and invisible to the system, say medical experts.

“Over the years, we managed to bring down
infant mortality drastically, but mortality has
been replaced by morbidity. The proportion of
children with complex, chronic and debilitating
conditions has grown exponentially over the de-
cade. Their care requirements are not something
families can handle on their own,” observes P. G.
Hariprasad, Professor of Paediatrics, SAT Hospi-
tal, who runs a specialty OP clinic on Thursdays
along with Pallium India, an NGO, which offers
palliative care to children with chronic
disabilities.

Counselling is offered to parents on care is-
sues and needy families are provided with con-
sumables like diapers, air beds and wheelchairs.

Kerala lacks a comprehensive study on the
prevalence of major neurodevelopmental disor-
ders and chronic disabilities in children in the
State.

However, CDC Kerala 16, a survey covering ov-
er one lakh children below six years in Thiruva-
nanthapuram in 2014, had identified that 3.08%
of the surveyed were positive for developmental
issues and multiple disabilities.

A 2025 study in Puthupally, Kottayam, report-
ed an overall prevalence of neurodevelopmental
disorders of 1.38% among children under 12
years.

Neurodevelopmental disability

A prospective cohort study from a tertiary Kerala
NICU in 2016 found a 6.2% incidence of major
neurodevelopmental disability at one-year cor-
rected age among preterm babies born at or be-
fore 33 weeks.

The rising proportion of preterm and low-
birth-weight (< 2.5 kg) [LBW] births in Kerala
compounds this picture. State Health depart-
ment data for 2023-24 puts preterm births at
7.21% and LBW newborns at 14% of live births.

“Roughly, of the 994 babies that survive out of
every 1,000 live births in the State annually, bet-
ween 6-7% go on to develop minor and major dis-
abilities. A significant number of children are be-
ing annually added to a cohort that needs
continuous care and support,” notes a senior

Health official. In 2018, the National Health Mis-
sion Kerala launched Shalabham, a comprehen-
sive newborn screening programme for early
identification, referral and management of de-
fects at birth, diseases, deficiencies, and develop-
mental delays for all children up to 18 years.

In private sector

Though around 40 lakh children under two years
of age were screened for birth defects, the data
are fragmented because 78% of Kerala’s births
take place in the private sector and only a tiny
fraction of these children might later come into
the public health system.

Kerala cannot build a digitised registry of birth
defects unless the private sector is formally en-
gaged, with data-sharing agreements, experts
feel.

Having a child, whose chronic illness course is
unpredictable, leaves serious physical, psycho-
logical and financial consequences on the family.

A child with a chronic neurologic or neuro-
muscular condition typically has multiple comor-
bidities — intellectual and speech disabilities.
They may also face issues of epilepsy, swallowing
difficulties, chronic pain, vision or hearing im-
pairment and behavioural and mental health
challenges. They require physiotherapy, occupa-
tional and speech therapies regularly. They are
also highly susceptible to aspiration pneumonia
and repeated urinary and gastrointestinal infec-
tions, necessitating frequent hospitalisations, say
doctors.

Impact on family

“The demands of such debilitating illnesses on an
ordinary family are overwhelming. Monthly
spending on diapers alone can exceed %10,000.

A child saved in a Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit at 28 or 24 weeks may go on
to live with cerebral palsy, epileptic
disorders or genetic conditions for
years, while families bearing that
burden remain marginalised and
invisible to the system

The State lacks a comprehensive study on prevalence of major neurodevelopmental disorders and chronic disabilities in children. FILE PHOTO

There are a large number of cases where the
mothers are forced to shoulder the entire care
burden with the father abandoning the family.
Every hospital visit is a financial drain for them.
The neglect and desolation that the ‘normal’ si-
bling faces is hard,” says Sangeeta Suresh, a pal-
liative expert.

Physical burden

The physical burden intensifies as the child
grows. “Once girls attain puberty, maintaining
menstrual hygiene becomes a task. A mother told
us during a counselling session that she has to
wait until her elder child returns from school as
she cannot single-handedly change the sanitary
pads of her bedridden daughter,” Dr. Hariprasad
recollects.

Globally, an estimated 6% of palliative care
needs are in children. Yet, palliative care conti-
nues to be associated almost exclusively with
end-of-life care for adults with terminal diseases.
Even paediatricians are yet to fully recognise the
palliative care needs of children with chronic
conditions. The children could face daily physical
issues like pain, breathlessness, spasticity, feed-
ing difficulties, seizures and sleep disruption,
which shall be managed alongside psycho-social
concerns, Dr. Hariprasad points out.

The absence of any paediatric-specific com-
munity infrastructure for palliative care is a core
systemic gap. Children are diagnosed, given a
treatment plan and then largely left to families to
manage at home, with no structured mechanism
for ongoing symptom monitoring, pain assess-
ment or psychological support between hospital
admissions, he points out.

“Paediatric palliative care needs to be intro-
duced right from the time of diagnosis to support
families from the beginning. The community
should step up and share its burden. Money can-
not resolve all the problems. Sometimes, reassur-
ing these families that they are not alone is what
is needed,” suggests Dr. Sangeeta.

The State Palliative Care Policy assigns respon-
sibility for palliative care to local self-government
bodies, which are mandated to implement ward-
level services through local medical officers and
primary health-care teams. This has not been
happening consistently.

Shalabham refers identified children to Dis-
trict Early Intervention Centres (DEIC), which
have multidisciplinary teams to offer therapies
and follow-up care. But the DEICs are over-
whelmed with caseload.

‘Not easily accessible’

Located in major secondary care hospitals, these
are not easily accessible to families with bedrid-
den children.

“The children with developmental disabilities
should be continuously monitored at specific in-
tervals, given speech, physio, occupational thera-
pies and readied for rehabilitation by the time
they turn six years. Our aim should be to reduce
the complexities of the disability so that they can
be rehabilitated well,” a senior Health official
says.

“It is not that the State did not try. At one
point, we had the DEICs, then Regional Early In-
tervention Centres at medical colleges and two
mobile intervention units in each district. But the
patient load was too much to handle. We need to
reinstate this three-tier structure and establish
rehabilitation centres alongside the DEICs, to
which children can be eased into after they turn
six years of age,” he suggests.

(*Names have been changed to protect the
privacy of individuals)
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Trainer D. Venkata Sai with remand prisoners enrolled for the ‘Office Assistant’ rehabilitation initiative launched by the Visakhapatnam Central Jail authorities in collaboration with the SDI, at the Gnanasagar education block of Visakhapatnam Central Jail. K.R. DEEPAK

Learning skills for life
away from crime

The first-of-its-kind digital programme in Andhra Pradesh jails is steering remand prisoners toward meaningful

employment after serving prison time. Primarily targeting individuals booked under the NDPS Act, the initiative

focuses on rehabilitation and future financial independence of the inmates, explores Harish Gilai

oung men in crisp blue uniforms file

quietly into a book-lined classroom,

each carrying a stack of textbooks. In a

room adorned with motivational slo-
gans about discipline, hard work, and success,
they settle into neat rows, waiting for the day’s
lesson to begin. Moments later, trainer D. Venka-
ta Sai walks in with a book tucked under his arm.
The class rises to greet him before settling in for a
practical session on computer hardware and sys-
tem troubleshooting. Questions come thick and
fast, and the discussion soon expands to how ar-
tificial intelligence is reshaping the technological
landscape.

At first glance, the scene appears to be that of a
college or a skill development centre. But in real-
ity, it is actually inside the Visakhapatnam Cen-
tral Jail, and the students are not ordinary lear-
ners but remand prisoners, with the trainer
being a convict prisoner.

As it turns out, the young remand prisoners
are participating in an innovative rehabilitation
initiative called the ‘Office Assistant’ programme,
launched by the Visakhapatnam Central Jail auth-
orities in collaboration with the Skill Develop-
ment Institute (SDI). The programme is the brain-
child of Central Jail Superintendent Mahesh Babu
and Deputy Superintendent Ch. Surya Kumar,
both of whom have professional backgrounds in
Information Technology.

It aims to equip young remand prisoners in
the age group of 18 to 35 with basic computer
knowledge and office management skills, ena-
bling them to improve their employment pros-
pects after their release. It primarily targets in-
mates charged under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, who ac-
count for nearly 60 per cent of the prison’s in-
mate population.

To guide these underqualified youth, the pri-
son authorities looked inward, finding an instruc-
tor with an exceptional academic back-
ground-D. Venkata Sai. A native of Anakapalli
district, Venkata Sai is a convict serving a sen-
tence for abetment in a suicide case. He graduat-
ed from the Indian Institute of Technology Ma-
dras and holds a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering.
Over the years, he has worked with prestigious
organisations and now spends his time training
young remand prisoners in digital and office
skills inside the Visakhapatnam Central Jail.

Looking ahead, Venkata Sai explains that the
programme has been designed to begin with the
fundamentals before gradually introducing ad-
vanced concepts. “We started with the basics, in-
cluding the different components of a computer,
storage devices, connected devices, printers,
scanners, photocopiers and their purposes.
Once the inmates became familiar with the hard-
ware, we moved on to practical applications such
as Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, cloud stor-
age, data backup, routine office procedures and
the maintenance of office equipment.”

Hoping of helping them rebuild their lives, he
says, “Besides technical skills, I am also training
them in basic English communication, behaviou-
ral skills, and body language so that they become
more confident while attending interviews and

oP
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job and
begin a new
life

K.SAI KALYAN
Remand prisoner

working in professional environments.”

The programme is open to remand prisoners
who have completed Class X, a qualification pos-
sessed by most of them. The first batch has alrea-
dy completed nearly a month of training and has
another month remaining before the course con-
cludes. According to Venkata Sai, the response
has been overwhelming. “The students are ex-
tremely sincere. They attend every class with en-
thusiasm, ask questions, and are eager to learn.
Many of them had never operated a computer
before, but today they are comfortably using of-
fice applications and understanding concepts
that are relevant in modern workplaces,” he says.

Hopes and dreams

Such positive outcomes align perfectly with the
broader objectives of the jail authorities. Recog-
nising that many of these inmates are at a critical
stage in their lives, the jail administration be-
lieves that skill development can play a signifi-
cant role in preventing them from returning to
crime. By providing structured training in com-
puter operations, office applications, and digital
literacy, the authorities hope to prepare them for
meaningful employment and successful reinte-
gration into society.

Driven by this vision, the jail authorities had
established ‘Gnanasagar’ block, a dedicated edu-
cation wing with the objective of transforming
lives through learning. The block houses a well-
equipped computer laboratory, a spacious class-
room, and a large library stacked with books
spanning various subjects, genres, and perspec-
tives. It also serves as a learning centre for in-
mates preparing for open school examinations,
Intermediate, and degree courses. Behind this
academic block lies a peaceful garden where in-
mates spend time reading, reflecting, and pre-
paring for examinations in a calm environment.

For some, the change has been welcome.
Among them is K. Sai Kalyan, 28, a remand pri-
soner booked under the NDPS Act, who recalls
that a series of unfortunate decisions brought
him here. “I never imagined my life would take
such a drastic turn. I made mistakes without un-
derstanding the consequences. When this
course was introduced, I saw it as an opportunity
and decided that instead of spending my time
doing nothing, I wanted to learn something use-
ful. We are learning different computer applica-
tions and office software. [ am putting in my best

effort because once I am released, I want to se-
cure a respectable job and begin a new life,” he
says. Another 26-year-old remand prisoner,
booked under the NDPS Act, who dropped out af-
ter Intermediate, expresses deep regret over the
activities that landed him in prison. “I under-
stand the pain my family is going through be-
cause of my mistakes. Every day here reminds
me of how one wrong decision changed the en-
tire course of my life. This programme has given
me hope that I can rebuild my life. [ want to com-
plete this course, find a decent job after my re-
lease, and support my parents and family. I don’t
want them to suffer because of my actions,” he
shares on an emotional note.

Challenges

Such remand prisoners’ background reflects a
broader regional challenge that prison authori-
ties are trying to tackle at its roots. Until a few
years ago, parts of the Alluri Sitharama Raju
(ASR) district and the Andhra-Odisha Border
(AOB) region were known for illegal ganja cultiva-
tion. Although stringent enforcement measures
and the formation of the Elite Anti-Narcotics
Group for Law Enforcement (Eagle) have drasti-
cally reduced cultivation in Andhra Pradesh, the
crop continues to be grown in certain parts of
neighboring Odisha.

The contraband is often transported through
transit routes passing across ASR, Anakapalli,
and Visakhapatnam districts. In the process, sev-
eral unemployed youngsters from Anakapalli,
ASR, Vizianagaram and nearby regions are lured
into the illegal trade with promises of quick mo-

ney, expensive
mobile  phones,
QQ and easy earnings.
Many are recruited
merely as pilots or
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returning to crime.

For over a decade, the Visakhapatnam Central
Jail has focused on skill development and rehabil-
itation by equipping inmates with vocational
training aimed at improving their employability
and helping them reintegrate into society after
their release. In association with the Skill Deve-
lopment Institute (SDI), the prison has conduct-
ed a range of training programmes in trades such
as plumbing, welding, carpentry, tailoring and
jute bag manufacturing. Building on this legacy,
the prison has now introduced the ‘Office Assis-
tant’ training programme, a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in the Andhra Pradesh prison system.

For K. Gowri Naidu from Vizianagaram, who
has been in judicial remand for the past three
months in connection with a family dispute case,
the programme has opened up new possibilities.
“I have been attending these classes for the past
month and have learned many useful skills. This
is a wonderful opportunity for people like us. If
everything goes well after my release, I want to
start an internet centre and earn my livelihood
honestly,” he says.

To deliver on this promise, the programme fol-
lows a rigorous daily routine. Every day, Venkata
Sai conducts one-and-a-half hours of classroom
teaching, followed by another one-and-a-half

hours of practical training in the computer labo-
ratory. During the practical sessions, inmates re-
ceive hands-on experience in operating compu-
ters, preparing documents, creating
presentations, and handling office software un-
der the trainer’s close supervision.

This programme is inspired by the State go-
vernment’s emphasis on digital transformation
and the rapid expansion of the IT sector across
North Andhra, particularly in Visakhapatnam.
Conceptualised by Central Jail Superintendent
Mahesh Babu and Deputy Superintendent Ch.
Surya Kumar, the initiative seeks to prepare in-
mates for employment opportunities in the mod-
ern digital economy.

Tech-driven future

Outlining the initiative’s goals, Deputy Superin-
tendent Ch. Surya Kumar says, “Visakhapatnam
Central Jail has always encouraged inmates to
learn skills. This time, we wanted to introduce a
programme that matches today’s employment
landscape and supports the government’s vision
of creating a technology-driven workforce. If
these youngsters acquire digital skills and secure
jobs after their release, it will transform their
lives and significantly reduce the chances of them
returning to crime.”

He says currently the jail houses around 1,600
inmates, including nearly 350 convicted prison-
ers, while the remaining are remand prisoners.
According to him, nearly 60 per cent of the in-
mates have been booked under the NDPS Act. A
majority of them belong to the age group 18 to 35,
with many hailing from tribal communities, the
Andhra-Odisha Border (AOB) region and neigh-
bouring districts. Several of these youngsters be-
come involved in drug-related offences without
fully understanding the long-term consequences
of their actions, he adds.

The ‘Office Assistant’ programme is being im-
plemented in collaboration with the Skill Deve-
lopment Institute, which has provided study ma-
terials, books and training content. Upon
successful completion of the programme, partici-
pants will receive certificates issued by the SDI.
Importantly, the certificates will not indicate that
the course was completed inside a prison, there-
by ensuring that the beneficiaries are not subject-
ed to stigma while seeking employment.

Mr. Surya Kumar says the prison administra-
tion is also working closely with the SDI to facili-
tate employment opportunities for trained in-
mates after their release. Since the SDI regularly
organises job melas across different locations,
the jail authorities are exploring ways to ensure
that eligible candidates are given an opportunity
to participate in these recruitment drives. “We
are coordinating with the Skill Development In-
stitute so that these youngsters can attend job
melas after completing the course. Our hope is
that they secure meaningful employment and be-
gin a new chapter in their lives with dignity and
self-reliance,” he says.

This digital training builds upon a long-stand-
ing culture of rehabilitation within the facility.
Over the years, the jail authorities have part-
nered with various organisations to help inmates
learn diverse skills, such as manufacturing furni-
ture, blankets, garments, and jute products.

Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, the pri-
son earned widespread appreciation for manu-
facturing face masks. Today, in addition to these
vocational activities, inmates operate a popular
bakery and cultivate vegetables using organic
farming methods. All of these inmate-made pro-
ducts—including the bakery items, fresh vegeta-
bles, and homemade food—are sold through a
dedicated store outside the prison premises,
which has become popular among residents of
the surrounding areas.

By bridging the gap between historical rehabil-
itation and the modern digital economy, the Vi-
sakhapatnam Central Jail is providing these
young remand prisoners with a new start toward
a crime-free future.
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