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R
ainfall in July – the
most important of
the monsoon

months — will be “below
normal” or less than 94%
of what is usual for the
month, Mrutyunjay Moha-
patra, Director-General, In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), said on
Tuesday. India’s current
monsoon de�cit is 40%.

“Below-normal rainfall
can pose signi�cant chal-
lenges for agriculture, wa-
ter resources, hydropower
generation, ecosystem sus-
tainability, and drinking
water availability,” the
agency said in a statement. 

“Such conditions may
increase the risk of heat
stress, and pressure on
available water resources
in several regions. To re-

duce potential impacts,
timely planning and prepa-
redness measures, includ-
ing water conservation, ef-
�cient management of
available water resources,
and suitable agricultural
contingency measures,
may be considered by the
concerned agencies and
stakeholders.”

The outlook for July
comes on the back of weak
June rainfall where the
shortfall was nearly 40% of
what is usual for the
month. The 99.5 mm re-
ceived was the �fth lowest
since 1901 and the least
since 2014.

“Usually two-three low
pressure systems in the
Bay of Bengal (pre-cyclonic
bands of moisture) bring
rain in June. This time
there was none. The El Ni-
ño that developed in June
has negatively impacted

rainfall,” said Mr. Mohapa-
tra at a press brie�ng. The
�rst week of July will likely
see good rainfall in India
and this will bene�t sow-
ing, he said.

But with the month’s
rainfall expected to be
weak, the overall outlook
is “bleak”, a senior meteo-
rologist with the IMD told

The Hindu. “The last two
monsoons were good so
we have some surplus wa-
ter storage in reservoirs,
but this could be drained
out faster with higher
evaporation (due to low
rains in the weeks ahead
and high temperatures),”
the meteorologist added.

The area under Kharif

crop has declined 22%
compared to the same time
last year, according to the
Agriculture Ministry, with
farmers likely delaying the
sowing of paddy until
more substantial showers.
Key water reservoirs in In-
dia, as of the latest �gures
available from the Central
Water Commission on June

25, have about 25% less wa-
ter than they had in June
2025. But when averaged
over 10 years, is 5% more
than usual for June. The
monsoon de�cits assume
signi�cance in a year that
forecasters globally have
warned of what will likely
be a ‘Super El Niño’ year.

This means an unusual-
ly hot Central Paci�c
through this peak period
will only surface in winter –
much after the southwest
monsoon o�cially winds
up by September-end. Six
in 10 El Niño years tran-
slate to weak southwest
monsoon rainfall.

Sea temperatures
Reputed weather models
from the Australian Bureau
of Meteorology have sug-
gested that the Indian
Ocean Dipole, or IOD, a cli-
mate pattern marked by

changing sea surface tem-
peratures between the
western and eastern In-
dian Ocean that can streng-
then or weaken India’s
monsoon depending on its
phase, could develop in
the second of the monsoon
(August and September)
and, in theory, ameliorate
the El Niño’s impact.

“Our own models and
several other reputable
models show that the di-
pole will be ‘neutral,’
[meaning unhelpful]. The
El Niño is like the big broth-
er, and the IOD cannot ful-
ly compensate,” said Mru-
tyunjay Mohapatra.

The 1997-98 El Niño year
– one of the strongest in
meteorological history –
saw 2% more rain than was
usual in India due to a fa-
vourable phase of the IOD.
“That has happened only
once ever,” IMD-DG said.

Monsoon de�cit hits 40%; July outlook bleak

People walk on the dry bed of the Bargi dam in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, on Tuesday. PTI

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

El Niño’s impact is becoming evident; rainfall in
June is the �fth lowest for the month since 1901

Less rain may raise the risk of heat stress and put
pressure on water resources in several regions

Area under kharif crop falls 22% compared to the
last year; reservoirs’ water levels also plunge 25% 
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Despite the West Asia cri-
sis, net remittances from
the region to India rose to
$16 billion in April 2026,
the second month of the
con�ict, up 70% over the
corresponding period of
last year, show data pre-
sented by the Union Fi-
nance Ministry in its latest
report.

The Monthly Economic
Review by the Department
of Economic A�airs said
that this resilience of remit-
tance in�ows is consistent
with what happened dur-
ing previous crises such as
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Contrary to concerns
that geopolitical tensions
in the West Asia region
could adversely a�ect re-
mittance in�ows from the
Gulf economies, transfer
receipts have remained ro-
bust,” the report said. 

Stable component
The report highlighted the
stability of remittances
during volatile market con-
ditions. “This resilience is
consistent with empirical
�ndings that remittances
are among the most stable
components of external �-
nancing, remaining rela-
tively insulated from epi-
sodes of �nancial market
volatility and geopolitical
uncertainty... Unlike port-
folio �ows, debt �ows or
foreign direct investment,
remittance in�ows are rela-
tively acyclical,” the report
added. 

The Ministry report said
that this resilience comes
about because remittances
are �ows of funds driven
by employment conditions
and wage levels in host
economies rather than by
�nancial market signals or
investor sentiments. 

This means that remit-
tances from the Gulf coun-
tries are more anchored to

the working conditions
there than the stock mar-
ket performance in India.

In fact, an analysis in the
report found that remit-
tances in the short run may
even run opposite to what
a shock would generally re-
sult in.

That is, migrants in oth-
er countries front-load pre-
cautionary transfers back
home during periods of
uncertainty and stress.

The report, however,
stopped short of saying
whether this is what was
playing out in the case of
remittances to India.

However, this also leads
to what could be a risk in
the medium and long-term
if the war-like conditions in
the region do not abate.

Labour market
“The principal risk to re-
mittance in�ows, however,
arises from a sustained de-
terioration in labour mar-
ket conditions in host eco-
nomies that a�ects migrant
employment and earn-
ings,” the report said.

“Consequently, while
short-term external shocks
may have limited e�ects on
remittance in�ows, deve-
lopments in overseas la-
bour markets warrant
close monitoring in the
current context,” it added. 

Gulf remittances rose
in April despite West
Asia crisis: Ministry

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Taming the blaze

Firefighters douse a fire that broke out at Haldia Petrochemicals plant in West Bengal on Tuesday. One person was killed and more than 15

people were injured, authorities said. REUTERS (REPORT ON PAGE 6)
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Congress leader K.C. Venu-
gopal on Tuesday moved a
privilege notice against De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh in the Lok Sabha, ac-
cusing him of misleading
Parliament by stating dur-
ing the Operation Sindoor
debate last year that no In-
dian soldier had been
killed. In a letter to Speaker
Om Birla, Mr. Venugopal
said misleading Parliament
or withholding informa-
tion amounted to a breach
of privilege and contempt
of the House.

Rajnath Singh
faces privilege
motion by 
the Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

FULL REPORT

» PAGE 5

India added 709 species to
its fauna in 2025, which in-
cludes 483 species new to
science and 226 species re-
corded for the �rst time in
India. The country also ad-
ded 353 taxa to its �ora, of
which 14 are infraspeci�c
taxa.

The details of new dis-
coveries and new records
by the Zoological Survey of
India and Botanical Survey
of India were released by
Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Bhupender
Yadav in Kolkata on
Tuesday.

Kerala highest in fauna
“India’s total faunal biodi-
versity now stands at
1,05,953 species, rea�rm-
ing its status as one of the
world’s premier mega di-
verse nations,” a press
statement from Zoological
Survey of India said.

A State-wide analysis of

the new animal discoveries
point out that Kerala re-
corded the highest 98 new
species of animals, fol-
lowed by West Bengal with
76 species, Karnataka 67
species and Arunachal Pra-
desh 65 species of fauna.

Among the animal
groups added to the coun-
try’s fauna database, Hy-
menoptera contributed
the highest number of ad-
ditions (106). 

This was followed by Le-
pidoptera (65), Diptera

(64), Arachnida (64), Cole-
optera (55) and Pisces (50),
re�ecting the remarkable
diversity and continuing
discovery of India’s inver-
tebrate fauna.

Among the crucial fauna
discovered in 2025, Myotis
himalaicus, a new species
of Himayalan bat. Ptycto-
laemus mamdaphaensis
and Ptyctolaemu siangen-
sis are two newly disco-
vered species of green fan-
throated lizard and Lyco-
don irwini, a species

commonly known as Ir-
win’s wolf snake.

Of the 353 plant taxa ad-
ded to the country’s �oral
database, 221 taxa have
been described as new to
science, while 132 taxa re-
present new distributional
records for India, thereby
expanding the known geo-
graphical range of several
plant groups and enriching
the country’s �oristic
inventory.

A State-wise analysis of
the plant discoveries indi-
cates that Arunachal Pra-
desh emerged as the lead-
ing contributor with 49
discoveries, followed by
Uttarakhand (39) and Kera-
la (37).

Vascular plants
The Plant Discoveries,
2025 documents 154 an-
giosperms, three pterido-
phytes, 13 bryophytes, 62
lichens, 93 fungi, 22 algae,
and six microbes. Among
the most notable discover-
ies are several wild rela-
tives of economically and

ecologically signi�cant
plant groups, including Be-
gonia, Impatiens (bal-
sams), legumes, and
orchids.

“Approximately 43% of
the newly described taxa
belong to vascular plants,
while the remaining dis-
coveries comprise a wide
array of non-vascular or-
ganisms, highlighting the
growing scienti�c attention
being accorded to these ec-
ologically signi�cant
groups,” a press statement
by the Botanical Survey of
India said.

Among the plants disco-
vered Polystichum sian-
gense, a recently disco-
vered species of fern
belonging to the family
Dryopteridaceae found in
Siang district of Arunachal
Pradesh, Miliusa beddo-
mei, and new wild member
of the custard apple family
discovered from Western
Ghats and Hericium indi-
cum is a recently disco-
vered species of wild edi-
ble tooth-fungus.

India adds 709 new species to its fauna database
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Enriching data: Among the fauna discovered in 2025 is Myotis

himalaicus, a new species of Himayalan bat. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Trump’s envoys
in Qatar for talks
on Iranian deal

DUBAI

Two U.S. envoys arrived in

Qatar on Tuesday for talks with

mediators about the

implementation of an initial

deal to end the war in Iran, an

o�icial said. The envoys won’t

have direct talks with Iranian

diplomats while in Qatar’s

capital, Doha. .» PAGE 14

Trump’s move to
limit citizenship
is rejected by SC

WASHINGTON

Handing President Donald

Trump a stinging defeat, the

U.S. Supreme Court on

Tuesday rejected his attempt

to restrict birthright citizenship

in the U.S. — a right long

woven into the fabric of

American society — scuttling a

major aim in his crackdown on

immigration. » PAGE 14

General Dhiraj
Seth takes over as
new Army chief

NEW DELHI

General Dhiraj Seth on Tuesday

assumed charge as the 31st

Chief of the Army Sta� (COAS),

succeeding General Upendra

Dwivedi, who retired after

more than four decades of

service. At the Army

Headquarters, General Seth

held several key appointments

in strategic planning. » PAGE 4

Fraud at the Ram
Temple an attack
on faith: Congress

NEW DELHI

Criticising the alleged

embezzlement of donations at

the Ram Temple in Ayodhya,

Congress spokesperson

Supriya Shrinate on Tuesday

said it was “not merely a

donation scam but an attack

on the faith of over one billion

Hindus”. » PAGE 5

Kerala calls on
Centre to reform
the exam system

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Assembly on

Tuesday passed a resolution

urging the Centre to undertake

comprehensive reforms of the

national entrance examination

system citing serious concerns

over its transparency, and

fairness. » PAGE 3
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To strengthen law and order in industrial belts
and improve response to labour unrest,
Gurugram Police Commissioner has ordered the
formation of Labour Liaison and Industrial
Co-ordination Teams (LLICT) in every police
station jurisdiction across the city. The move
comes after violent clashes erupted between
police and workers demanding wage hikes at
Industrial Model Township in Manesar in April.
As per the order, each police station will have
one or two LLICT teams depending on the
number of industrial units and operational
needs. Each team will have four-�ve personnel
with “excellent public dealing skills”. 

Gurugram police form Labour
Liaison Teams in all stations

K
olkata Police Com-
missioner Ajay
Nand said on

Tuesday that permission
cannot be granted to any
group to hold public meet-
ings in front of Victoria
House in the city’s Espla-
nade area, the traditional
venue of the July 21 Mar-
tyrs Day rally organised by
the Trinamool Congress,
as prohibitory orders have
been imposed in the area
for 60 days. 

Trinamool party leaders
loyal to Mamata Banerjee
had claimed last week that
the party chairperson
would address party work-
ers at its annual rally on Ju-
ly 21 to pay homage to 13
Youth Congress workers
killed in police action dur-
ing a protest on July 21,
1993. Meanwhile, the party
faction led by Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly,
had also written to the Pol-
ice Commissioner seeking
permission to organise a si-

milar programme to ob-
serve ‘Shahid Dibas (Mar-
tyrs Day)’ at the venue on
July 21.

Out of bounds
With the Kolkata police im-
posing prohibitory orders
under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, 2023, res-
tricting public gatherings,
rallies, meetings, and de-
monstrations across parts
of central Kolkata, includ-
ing the Esplanade area,
neither of the factions will
be able to hold gatherings

in front of Victoria House.
The order, issued by Mr.

Nand, will remain in force
from July 2 to August 30. It
covers areas under the
Bowbazar and Hare Street
police stations and head-
quarters of the Tra�c
Guard, including the
stretch from K.C. Das
Crossing to Victoria House
(Calcutta Electric Supply
Corporation headquarters)
and adjoining areas, but
excluding Bentinck Street.

Meanwhile, the Kolkata
police have registered an
FIR under Section 285 of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta against Trinamool legis-
lator Kunal Ghosh, party
Rajya Sabha MP Dola Sen,
and senior leader Baishwa-
nar Chatterjee for allegedly
blocking tra�c in central
Kolkata during an inspec-
tion at the venue.

“The case was regis-
tered at the Hare Street
police station. On June 28,
between 2.50 p.m. and 4
p.m., the accused formed a
gathering in front of Victo-
ria House at Bentinck
Street, causing hindrance
to vehicular tra�c and
commuters,” Additional
Commissioner of Police
Kunal Aggarwal said.

“The gathering was
formed without any per-
mission. They arrived at
the site to inspect and mea-
sure the area ahead of the
rally and it caused major
tra�c interruption. We will
question the leaders soon,”
he said.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday had
dared the Opposition party
to hold the Martyrs Day ral-
ly at the Brigade Parade
Ground as it did in 2011.

Trinamool camps denied
nod to hold Martyrs Day
rally at traditional venue

Mamata loyalists, including Kunal Ghosh and Dola Sen, inspecting

the venue for the July 21 Martyrs’ Day rally in Kolkata on Sunday. ANI 

Police impose prohibitory orders in area for 60 days, while Trinamool factions plan annual rally on

July 21; they register FIR against Mamata loyalists for ‘blocking tra�c’ while inspecting site for rally

Shiv Sahay Singh
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATA

The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) on Tuesday al-
leged that the Jammu and
Kashmir administration
had placed its leaders un-
der house arrest to prevent
protests against the “out-
sourcing” of 25,000 go-
vernment jobs.

PDP president Mehboo-
ba Mufti said party leaders
and workers across the Val-
ley were placed under
house arrest to prevent a
peaceful protest on the al-
leged issue. “This selective
helplessness exposes the
National Conference (NC)’s
duplicity. Their duplicity is
further exposed when de-
partments such as Hous-
ing, Revenue and Forest
readily enlist police assis-
tance to demolish the
homes of poor and vulner-
able families in the name
of anti-encroachment
drives,” Ms. Mufti said.

She said the party’s
youth wing “courageously
carried out protests against
the NC government’s back-
door appointments even in
the face of police crack-
downs, detentions and
house arrests”. 

“Speaking truth to pow-
er is never easy, but your
determination and resi-
lience have shown that no
amount of intimidation

can silence the voice of jus-
tice,” she added.

Scores of PDP youth
leaders, who held street
protests in Srinagar, de-
manded an immediate roll-
back of the decision and
transparent and merit-
based recruitment. Ac-
cording to the PDP, prot-
ests were also held in
Anantnag, Budgam and
Bandipora districts.

Dismissing allegations
The ruling NC dismissed
the allegations, saying the
outsourcing of 25,000
posts across various de-
partments was not intro-
duced by the party. Jammu
and Kashmir Minister Saki-
na Itoo said the recruit-
ment process has not been
compromised. “The con-
cept of outsourcing was in-
herited from the previous
governments,” she said. 

PDP accuses J&K govt.
of sti�ing protests over
‘outsourcing of jobs’

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti

said party leaders and workers

were placed under house arrest

to prevent protests. PTI
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In a signi�cant political de-
velopment after the
change of government and
the political realignment in
Tamil Nadu, Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam (TVK) presi-
dent and Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay will hold a
consultative meeting with
the party’s post-poll allies
on Wednesday. The meet-
ing is scheduled for 4 p.m.
at a private hotel in Kova-
lam on the outskirts of
Chennai.

Invite for meeting
TVK general secretary and
Minister for Rural Develop-
ment and Water Resources
N. Anand and general se-
cretary (election campaign
management) and Minister
for Public Works and
Sports Development Aad-
hav Arjuna have met the
leaders of the alliance
partners and invited them

to the meeting.
They met Viduthalai

Chiruthaigal Katchi leader
Thol. Thirumavalavan, In-
dian Union Muslim League
national president K.M.
Kader Mohideen, Maruma-
larchi Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam general secre-
tary Vaiko, and leaders of
the Congress and the Left
parties in the last three
days and handed over invi-
tations from Mr. Vijay. In
the letter, Mr. Vijay said he
considered it his duty to
thank them for their sup-

port to him for forming the
government and expressed
his willingness to hold a
consultative meeting with
them. 

The meeting assumes
signi�cance against the
backdrop of the disintegra-
tion of the DMK-led Secular
Progressive Alliance after
its defeat in the 2026 elec-
tion. The meeting is widely
seen as an outreach by the
TVK to mobilise support of
the allies for the byelec-
tions, which are likely to be
held later this year. 

CM to meet TVK’s post-poll allies
today; move seen as outreach to
mobilise support for byelections 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Ministers N. Anand, Aadhav Arjuna and P. Viswanathan with TNCC

president B. Manickam Tagore on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
formally began across
Jharkhand on Tuesday,
with Block Level O�cers
(BLOs) launching door-to-
door visits to distribute en-
umeration forms and veri-
fy voter details.

Jharkhand Chief Electo-
ral O�cer (CEO) K. Ravi
Kumar said the SIR of the
electoral rolls is a partici-
patory and transparent
process that is audited at
every stage and provides
for appeals. He said meet-
ings involving BLOs and
booth-level agents (BLAs)
were held across the State
on Tuesday as part of the
SIR process, and enumera-
tion forms have been pro-
vided to BLOs for all poll-
ing stations.

Addressing the media at
Nirvachan Sadan, Mr. Ku-
mar said a social media

campaign had been
launched to inform the pu-
blic about the enumeration
phase. “Under the SIR,
BLOs will conduct door-to-
door visits till July 29 to dis-
tribute partially �lled en-
umeration forms. Voters
are required to verify the
details, �ll in the necessary
information, and submit
the forms to their respec-
tive BLOs,” he said.

Mr. Kumar said voter
mapping would be veri�ed
through a two-tier process
— �rst by the BLOs and
then by the Electoral Regis-

tration O�cers (EROs) and
Assistant Electoral Regis-
tration O�cers (AEROs).
Mr. Kumar added the SIR is
meant exclusively for eligi-
ble Indian citizens and
non-Indians should not
participate in the process.

The names of all eligible
Indian citizens who submit
the enumeration forms will
be included in the draft
electoral roll to be pu-
blished on August 5, 2026.
Mr. Kumar said voters will
not be required to submit
any documents while �ll-
ing enumeration forms.

SIR of electoral rolls kicks o� in
Jharkhand with BLOs beginning
house-to-house veri�cation
Amit Bhelari
RANCHI

Taking stock: Jharkhand CEO K. Ravi Kumar (extreme right)

overviewing SIR preparations on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Union Minister of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change Bhupender Yadav
on Tuesday said the Centre
is exploring the reintroduc-
tion of tigers in suitable
landscapes across West
Bengal through scienti�c
planning, while asserting
that conservation has be-
come an integral part of In-
dia’s development agenda.

Citing the success of tiger
reintroduction in Sariska in
Rajasthan, where the popu-
lation has increased from
zero in 2008 to 56 at pre-
sent, Mr. Yadav said the go-
vernment is exploring the
possibility of reintroducing
tigers in suitable habitats in
West Bengal, the home of
the Royal Bengal Tiger.

He also highlighted the
country’s conservation
gains, saying the number of
tiger reserves has risen
from 47 to 58 since 2014,
while the population of
Asiatic lions has increased
from 523 in 2015 to 891 in
2026. Referring to India’s
biodiversity, Mr. Yadav said
that despite accounting for
only 2.4% of the world’s
land area, the country is

home to 7% to 8% of all re-
corded species.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s conservation initia-
tives, the Minister said India
has shifted from a reactive
approach to a proactive one
to environmental gover-
nance since 2014.

“Conservation is no lon-
ger viewed as an isolated
environmental concern. It
is now an integral pillar of

our vision for sustainable
development,” he said.

Mr. Yadav said India is
contributing to global envi-
ronmental action through
initiatives such as Mission
LiFE, the International So-
lar Alliance, the Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance and
the Global Biofuel Alliance.

Ramsar sites
The number of Ramsar sites
has expanded from 24 to
100 during the period,
while the area noti�ed as
eco-sensitive zones has
grown signi�cantly.

Stressing the importance
of scienti�c documentation
in conservation, he said in-
stitutions such as the Zoo-
logical Survey of India and
the Botanical Survey of In-
dia play a crucial role in
protecting biodiversity.

Centre exploring reintroduction of tigers
in suitable landscapes in Bengal: Minister
Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

Lord of the forest: A tiger in Bengal’s Sundarbans. FILE PHOTO

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) chief
Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday
hit out at the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)-led Odisha
government over school
textbooks ridden with er-
rors. 

“School textbooks are
not just books. For every
child, they are the �rst
source of truth. A child may
question many things, but
never the words printed in
a textbook. Those words
are an article of absolute
faith and trust,” Mr. Patnaik
wrote on X.

“By printing error-rid-
den textbooks and then �ip
�opping on their withdra-
wal, we are shaking the ve-
ry foundation of our chil-
dren’s future,” the former
Chief Minister said. 

There have been hun-
dreds of mistakes in newly
published textbooks for
students studying from

Classes 1 to 8. The books
were prepared by State
Council of Education, Re-
search and Training
(SCERT).

Four suspended
Though Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi has
placed four o�cials, includ-
ing former SCERT Director
Manoj Padhy, under sus-
pension, the controversy
showed no signs of dying
down. Meanwhile, mem-
bers of the BJD hit the
streets on Tuesday alleging
massive embezzlement in
printing of the textbooks. 

Naveen �ays Odisha
govt. over textbooks
ridden with errors

BJD chief Naveen Patnaik

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

The Centre on Tuesday
rushed Union Ministers
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Kiren Rijiju to assess the
�ood and landslide damage
in Arunachal Pradesh,
where torrential rains
claimed three human lives
since June 24.

Assam district a�ected
The deluge has battered As-
sam’s Dhemaji district
downstream of Arunachal
Pradesh’s Siang region, af-
fecting 45,841 people
across 188 villages. The dis-
trict also reported the �rst
human casualty — a woman
in the Sissiborgaon area —
in Assam this year.

Thanking Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for de-

puting the two Ministers to
assess the ground situa-
tion, Arunachal Chief Mi-
nister Pema Khandu said
his government’s imme-
diate priority was to ensure
swift relief for every a�ect-
ed family, restore essential
services, and expedite the
reconstruction of the areas
impacted by the �oods.

He said that he accom-
panied Mr. Chouhan and
Mr. Rijiju to Keyi Panyor,
one of the worst-a�ected
districts, on Tuesday to as-
sess the situation �rst-
hand, review the ongoing
response, and understand
the immediate require-
ments of the a�ected
communities.

Central Ministers assess �ood
damage as 3 die in Arunachal
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Union Ministers Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Kiren Rijiju inspecting

flood-a�ected areas on Tuesday. PTI

In a suspected case of mob
lynching, a 32-year-old
man was beaten up by the
people in Banapur area of
Odisha’s Khordha district
and later died in a hospital.

According to Smit Par-
mar, Khordha Superinten-
dent of Police, a man
named Nayak from Bhim-
pur village was found in an
inebriated state and alleg-
edly misbehaving with a lo-
cal woman at Khanata vil-
lage on June 28. Nayak was
rescued by police from an-
gry villagers upon receiv-
ing information. 

A video footage purport-
edly showing Nayak tied to
a electric pole while villag-
ers surround him has
emerged. 

Beaten up by
villagers, man
dies in Odisha

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

A court in Patna on Tuesday extended the stay on
the arrest of educator Faisal Khan, popularly
known as Khan Sir, in connection with the
coaching institute �ring case till the next hearing
on July 3. Mr. Khan was named in an FIR related
to a �ring incident by his guards when miscreants
vandalised his coaching institute in early June. He
was named in the FIR, and the court on June 9
granted him protection from arrest, which was
later extended till June 30. Roshan Anand is one
of the accused in the case linked to the alleged
vandalism outside Mr. Khan’s institute on June 2.
He is currently out on bail. PTI

Patna court extends Khan
Sir’s protection from arrest
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Amid much debate over cross-voting by some
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Janata Dal
(Secular) MLAs in the recent election to the
Legislative Council of Karnataka, BJP MLA from
Belur, H.K. Suresh, on Tuesday took a “truth
test” at the Dharmasthala Manjunatha Swamy
Temple to state that he did not betray his party.
Mr. Suresh, who arrived at the temple town with
over 300 supporters, said he did not indulge in
cross-voting, adding that he was loyal to the BJP.

Karnataka BJP MLA denies
cross-voting, takes ‘truth test’ T

he Kerala Assemb-
ly on Tuesday
passed a resolution

urging the Centre to under-
take comprehensive re-
forms of the national en-
trance examination system
citing serious concerns ov-
er its credibility, transpa-
rency, and fairness.

The government resolu-
tion, moved by Higher
Education Minister Roji M.
John, states that the credi-
bility of National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test
(NEET), the entrance ex-
amination for admission to
medical education in the
country, has come under
serious doubts due to va-
rious reported incidents
including question paper

leaks and other technical
and administrative lapses. 

The resolution faulted
the Centre and the respec-
tive central agencies for
failing to acknowledge the
gravity of the issues in a
timely manner and adopt
corrective measures, des-

pite serious lapses and ir-
regularities in the conduct
of examinations.

Pointing out that educa-
tion is a subject on the
Concurrent List of the Con-
stitution, the Assembly al-
so called for strengthening
the mechanism to ensure

that the views and sugges-
tions of the State govern-
ments are duly considered
while taking policy deci-
sions relating to national
entrance examinations. 

Rejected amendments
BJP MLA V. Muraleedha-
ran, who was among those
moved amendments to the
resolution, proposed re-
placing the criticism of the
Union government with a
statement commending
the Centre and its agencies
for their timely and e�ec-
tive intervention in ad-
dressing the examination
irregularities. Chief Minis-
ter V.D. Satheesan objected
to the BJP MLA’s speech cit-
ing Assembly convention
and all proposed amend-
ments were rejected by the
House.

Reform exam system, Kerala
House resolution asks Centre

UDF supporters at a march in Thiruvananthapuram over the alleged

irregularities in NEET and other examinations. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

It faults the Centre and government agencies for failing to acknowledge serious lapses in conduct

of entrance exams, calls for strengthening the mechanism to ensure State governments get a say

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The High Court of Karnataka has refused to
quash a criminal case against a private school in
Mandya district, where a Class 4 student lost
vision in one eye and partial vision in the other
after students sprayed coloured sparklers inside a
school bus, which allegedly had no attendant to
monitor them. Rejecting a petition by Divyajyothi
School, the court said the safety of children in a
school bus is not a matter of charity, it is a
“solemn obligation mandated under the statute”.

HC declines to grant relief for
school after child loses vision 

Controversies surrounding
key political appointments
made by the Kerala govern-
ment has intensi�ed with a
section of Congress leaders
raising objection to the
proposal to appoint N.
Seshadrinathan, judge, Fa-
mily Court, Irinjalakuda, as
the State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC). Alleging that
he had links with the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS), they said he should
not be considered for the
post. 

Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee general
secretary P.M. Niyas, who
earlier protested against
the recommendation of
Mr. Seshadrinathan, met
Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala in this regard.
He urged the Minister to
verify the antecedents of
Mr. Seshadrinathan, and
also his political positions
in the past 15 years. 

‘Kerala SEC candidate
has RSS connections’
K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

The special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
had a steady start across
Karnataka on Tuesday,
with Booth-Level O�cers
distributing over 12.48 lakh
enumeration forms on the
�rst day of the month-long
exercise.

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar, who began the
excercise by �lling up the
enumeration form at his

residence, urged voters to
actively participate in the
SIR and submit their en-
umeration forms before
the July 29 deadline. 

According to the Elec-
tion Commission of India,
12,48,314 forms, account-
ing for 2.25% of the State’s
5.54 crore electors, had
been distributed by 4 p.m.
A total of 47,817 forms had
been digitised, while 6,840
electors submitted their
forms online.

(With PTI inputs)

Karnataka SIR begins;
12 lakh forms issued 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A wage dispute between
the United Nurses Associa-
tion (UNA) and the man-
agements of Kerala’s Ama-
la Institute of Medical
Sciences and Jubilee Mis-
sion Medical College & Re-
search Institute remains
unresolved, with nurses
shifting their protest to the
Collectorate after talks
failed to resolve the issue. 

The nurses, who have
been on strike for nearly
three months demanding
that the minimum salary
be raised to ₹40,000, in-
tensi�ed their agitation on
Sunday by staging a sit-in
outside the Thrissur Arch-
diocese headquarters. The

discussions with the man-
agement, held in the pre-
sence of Thrissur Arch-
bishop Mar Andrews
Thazhath, ended without
an agreement.

According to UNA repre-
sentatives, Youth A�airs
and Sports Minister O.J. Ja-
neesh contacted the prot-
esters and sought �ve days’
time, assuring them that a
decision would be taken af-
ter the ongoing Assembly
session. Following the as-
surance, the nurses with-
drew their protest outside
the Archbishop’s resi-
dence. After a meeting
with Thrissur District Col-
lector Shikha Surendran
on Monday, they shifted
their agitation to the
Collectorate.

Nurses resume strike
in Kerala as wage
talks end in stalemate
The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy has di-
rected o�cials to frame a
comprehensive policy for
allocation of lands to va-
rious maths within the ju-
risdiction of the Sri Laksh-
mi Narasimha Swamy
Devasthanam at Yadagiri-
gutta, stressing that owner-
ship of such lands should
remain with the temple.
He asked o�cials to submit
a detailed report within a
week after a comprehen-
sive review of the engi-
neers’ committee report
on the temple
construction.

Reviewing the temple’s
development at a high-le-
vel meeting, the Chief Mi-
nister said the land alloca-
tion model followed by the
Tirumala Tirupati Devas-
thanam (TTD) should be
studied and adapted
where appropriate.

Suggesting that land for
the Hare Krishna (Charita-
ble) Foundation at Yadagi-
rigutta be allotted at pre-
vailing market rates, he
also directed o�cials to
prepare a list of organisa-
tions interested in con-
structing guest houses on
the hill and to grant per-
missions in a phased
manner.

Mr. Reddy called for a
clear policy with well-de-
�ned regulations for allot-
ting land to various com-
munities. He also
instructed o�cials to im-
mediately release funds for
land acquisition required
for ongoing and proposed
development works within
the temple limits and em-
phasised the need to deve-
lop a tourism circuit in the
region under the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP)
model.

Telangana CM
calls for policy
on allotting
land to temple

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Search and rescue

Indian Coast Guard personnel during an operation to rescue fishermen from a distressed boat o� Mangaluru, Karnataka, on Monday night.

All six crew members aboard the boat that su�ered hull damage amid rough sea conditions were rescued, the ICG said. ANI

A 30-year-old woman and
her newborn baby were
found dead in a lodge
room in Kerala’s Thrissur
on Tuesday, with the pol-
ice launching an investiga-
tion into the circumstances
surrounding the deaths. 

The deceased was iden-
ti�ed as Jyothi, a native of
Edamuttam near Thri-
prayar. The bodies were
found in a lodge at Veliyan-
nur. As per the police,
Jyothi is suspected to have
given birth inside the
room.

The exact cause and
time of death will be deter-
mined after the post-mor-
tem examination.

Woman and
newborn
found dead in
Kerala lodge

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

With a large number of
MLAs lobbying for ministe-
rial berths, the expansion
of Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar’s Cabinet
has emerged as one of the
most delicate political ex-
ercises for the ruling Con-
gress, with the party lea-
dership attempting to
contain the expectations of
a large number of
aspirants.

Sources said Mr. Shiva-
kumar is expected to leave
for New Delhi next week,
along with KPCC president
B.K. Hariprasad and form-
er Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

The leaders are expect-
ed to discuss the Cabinet

expansion with the Con-
gress high command, in-
cluding Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge. Alth-
ough the Ministry current-
ly has only 14 members
against the constitutionally
permitted strength of 34,
the long-awaited expan-
sion has been delayed by a
few days due to Mr. Gand-
hi’s foreign tour.

Front runners
The Congress is expected
to induct one or two repre-
sentatives from the Muslim
community, besides ac-
commodating legislators
who have not been made
Ministers so far. Among the
frontrunners from the mi-
nority community are Sa-
leem Ahmed, MLC, and
Rizwan Arshad, Shivajina-

gar MLA.
Senior legislators such

as Laxman Savadi, Ajay
Singh, Sharat Bache Gow-
da, Appaji Nadagouda, A.S.
Ponnanna and K.M. Shival-
inge Gowda are also among
those being considered for
Cabinet berths.

Highlighting the com-
peting demands from di�e-
rent communities, the
Chief Minister said, “Mem-
bers of the Vokkaliga, Lin-
gayat and Muslim com-
munities are each
suggesting one name. In
such a situation, it be-
comes di�cult to make a
political decision.”

Among women legisla-
tors, the names of former
Minister Laxmi Hebbalkar
and Nayana Motamma are
also under consideration.

Karnataka Cabinet expansion 
on the cards; CM to visit Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday urged stu-
dents to become job crea-
tors rather than job
seekers and dedicate
themselves to the develop-
ment of society and the
nation.

Addressing the �rst con-
vocation of the Central Tri-
bal University in Visakha-
patnam, she congratulated
the graduating students,
medal winners, faculty
members and parents, de-
scribing the convocation as
a milestone and the begin-
ning of a greater responsi-
bility towards society. 

She said a degree repre-
sents not only academic
achievement but also an
opportunity to contribute

to nation-building.
Ms. Murmu, who was

accompanied by Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan and State
Education Minister Nara
Lokesh, noted that nearly
40% of the graduates re-
ceiving degrees were wo-

men, while around 70% of
the gold medal winners
were women.

She urged students to
equip themselves with
emerging skills to remain
relevant in a rapidly chang-
ing world and advised
them to look beyond text-

books by learning from
their surroundings and de-
veloping practical skills. At
the same time, they should
remain connected to their
communities, culture and
traditions while working
for the betterment of socie-
ty and the nation.

Recalling that she was
the �rst graduate from her
village, Ms. Murmu said
many students at the con-
vocation were likely the
�rst graduates in their fa-
milies. She urged them to
become pillars of strength
for both their families and
society. 

Quoting her father’s ad-
vice, she said that while
one should always move
forward in life, it is equally
important to look back and
support those who are still
struggling.

Become job creators, not job seekers,
President tells graduating students in A.P.
The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

President Droupadi Murmu presents a degree certificate to a

student in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu has directed o�cials to undertake
comprehensive mineral mapping across the State
to identify deposits of critical minerals, and other
high-value metallic resources, while stressing the
need to maximise revenue through value
addition. Reviewing the Mines Department a�airs
in Amaravati on Tuesday, Mr. Naidu said the State
should focus on processing of minerals within
the State to generate higher economic value. 

Naidu seeks mineral mapping
to identify high-value deposits

THE HINDU 

3Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Chennai

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has cleared the decks
for the implementation of
the ₹12,642-crore Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Roz-
gar and Ajeevika Mission
Gramin (VB-G RAM G) in
the State on Wednesday,
by notifying the scheme in
its gazette.

As part of the funding
arrangement, which is
60:40 for the Union and
State governments, the
former’s contribution will
be ₹ 7,585 crore and the lat-
ter’s ₹ 5,057 crore, said an
o�cial in the State govern-
ment. The 23-page-long
noti�cation was issued by
State Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj Secre-
tary Prashant M. Wadnere
on Monday.

The previous DMK go-
vernment had stoutly op-
posed the Union govern-
ment’s decision to replace
MGNREGA with the new
rural employment guaran-
tee scheme. 

However, Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay told the As-

sembly last week his go-
vernment was clear about
the distinction between
politics and maintaining an
administrative relationship
with the Centre.

The scheme aims at pro-
viding an enhanced statu-
tory wage-employment
guarantee of 125 days in
each �nancial year to such
rural households whose
adult members volunteer
to undertake unskilled ma-
nual work, enabling them
to participate more e�ec-
tively in the expanded live-
lihood security
framework.

The noti�cation stated
there would be a Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Coun-
cil, headed by the Minister
for Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj [N. Anand],
with o�cials as members
and non-o�cial members
to be nominated by the
State government to repre-
sent Panchayat Raj Institu-
tions, non-governmental
organisations and weaker
sections of society. This
will advise the State go-
vernment on all matters
concerning the scheme. 

Safety net: The scheme aims to provide 125 days of work in each

fiscal to those from rural households. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY 

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu clears
decks for ₹12,642-cr. 
VB-G RAM G scheme
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A. M. Jigeesh

The Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
recently sent a text mes-
sage to its subscribers that
it is undertaking a
“planned database consoli-
dation and upgradation of
software applications”. 

As part of this transi-
tion, it said, member ser-
vices such as claim submis-
sion and download of
passbooks are temporarily
unavailable from June 26 to
July 1. As part of the Cen-
tralised IT-Enabled System
(CITES) project, the EPFO’s
e�ort is to modernise its
service delivery mechan-
ism through automation
and rule-based processing. 

Designed by the Centre
for Development of Ad-
vanced Computing, the
project aims to improve
operational e�ciency. The
EPFO is hopeful that the re-
vised mechanism will
make the services more
transparent, and subscrib-
ers will receive seamless
services.

Current services
The EPFO is facing several
technical and procedural

delays in member services,
such as the submission of
claims for deceased mem-
bers and the presentation
of life certi�cates for pen-
sioners. At present, the EP-
FO has a decentralised sys-
tem with separate
databases in each �eld and
regional o�ce. The mem-
bers are tied to one region-
al o�ce. 

In many cases, even re-
tired bene�ciaries had to
go to the regional o�ces in
jurisdictions where they
had worked to submit
claims or clear technical
problems. Nominees of de-
ceased members also had
to approach the respective
regional o�ces for pension
or other claims. The opera-
tions are primarily done by
more than 120 decentral-
ised databases at present,
with no central visibility.
There have been com-

plaints that the account op-
erations are “employer-
centric” as for the majority
of the claims, authorisa-
tion of the employer was
necessary.

CITES provides a single
centralised system archi-
tecture with one national
database. Now, any PF of-
�ce can process a mem-
ber’s service request.
Members or bene�ciaries
will now be able to ap-
proach any PF o�ce across
the country for the redress
of their queries and for
seeking clari�cations. Most
of the services, including
KYC updates, can be done
online using the new plat-
form. The current Univer-
sal Account Number (UAN)
and password created by
the member can be used to
access the new system.
Functional from 2023,
CITES has so far imple-
mented several reforms in
the EPFO system, includ-
ing a centralised pension
payment system. 

Senior o�cials say the
centralisation process in-
cluded the migration of
several lakh crore data re-
cords to the centralised
system.

The process
The process started on
June 26 and was to be com-

pleted by June 30. The EP-
FO expects a downtime,
due to which the services
will be a�ected. On logging
in to the EPFO Member
portal using the UAN and
password, the members
will have access to a un-
i�ed digital interface.
Members can view their
membership details, provi-
dent fund balances, claim
status, pensionable service
records, and bene�ts
availed in this interface.
EPFO o�ces can process
the claims and can raise
queries electronically
through the system. Mem-
bers can respond to these
queries online, leading to
faster resolution, minimis-
ing physical visits to EPFO
o�ces, and thus reducing
claim rejections.

Bene�ts for members
For EPFO members, the
centralised system allows
them to see all their pre-
vious member IDs under
the UAN linked with a sin-
gle KYC (Aadhaar). The sta-
tus of the PF accumula-
tions, service records and
requests will be displayed
to the member. The new
interface simpli�es transf-
ers, helps maintain an ac-
curate service history, and
enables faster settlements,
according to the EPFO. 

What is Centre’s new EPFO upgrade? 

CITES project aims to improve

EPFO’s operational e�iciency

with one national database.

EXPLAINER
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F
rom January 1, 2027,
procedures related
to all investigations

and trials under the new
criminal laws will be re-
corded digitally, a senior
Home Ministry o�cial said
on Tuesday.

The o�cial said the na-
tionwide rollout of the In-
teroperable Criminal Jus-
tice System (ICJS) – which
integrates police, courts,
prisons, forensics, and
prosecution on a single
platform – is expected to
be completed soon, with
emphasis on end-to-end
digital work�ow.

The data will be stored
in the government-owned
cloud platform MeghRaj. 

However, data main-
tained by the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) showed that the
�rst information report
(FIR) consumption by
courts, the process
through which cases are
electronically transmitted
to and received by court
systems, was at 46%, less
than half of the cases
registered.

The three new criminal
laws, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Sakshya Sanhita (BSS), and
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-

raksha Sanhita (BNSS), re-
placed the Indian Penal
Code (1860), Indian Evi-
dence Act (1872), and the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (1898), respectively. 

These came into e�ect
on July 1, 2024, and in the
past two years, 74.66 lakh
FIRs have been �led under
BNS. Since these laws re-
quire upgraded infrastruc-
ture and forensic capabili-
ties, States and Union
Territories have been given
�ve years to implement all
the pillars of criminal jus-
tice system.

As many as 63,572 zero-
FIRs, those which can be

�led irrespective of juris-
diction, have been regis-
tered under the BNSS.
Though the provision ex-
isted earlier, the BNSS gave
it a statutory backing. The
o�cial said that around
13,000 zero-FIRs were �led
in di�erent districts of the
same State and fell under
the category of “intra-State
transfers”.

The Crime and Criminal
Tracking and Network Sys-
tems, the platform which is
used to �le FIRs across
16,000 police stations in
the country, has an option
to register cases in 23 lan-
guages and the Bhashini

App can translate the zero-
FIR to the language used in
the jurisdiction con-
cerned, the o�cial said.

“A police person cannot
turn away a complainant
from �ling a zero-FIR.
Once registered, the case is
transferred to the police
station concerned and
they can decide further
upon inquiry, if they want
to close the case or pursue
the investigation,” said the
o�cial. Out of 36 States
and Union Territories, Ha-
ryana, Goa, Assam, Pun-
jab, and Chandigarh have
implemented all the pa-
rameters of the justice sys-
tem, while 23 States and
U.T.s, including Delhi, are
above the national average.
The o�cial said due to con-
nectivity issues, some of
the northeastern States
were lagging behind.

More forensic labs
As the new laws make fo-
rensic examination of
crime scenes mandatory in
cases punishable by seven
years or more, as many as
25 new forensic laborato-
ries (FSL) were added in
the past two years, taking
the total number of labora-
tories from 129 in 2023 to
154 in 2025. 

While in 2023, the fo-
rensic labs received
8,44,589 cases for exami-

nation, out of which
4,64,879 were pending, in
2025, the cases received
were 11,11,798 with
3,90,786 pending. More
than 700 mobile forensic
units have been deployed
so far.

After the new laws came
into e�ect, the national im-
plementation score in-
creased from 46.47% ( Ja-
nuary 2025) to 70.06%
( June 2026). The 60-day
chargesheet compliance
rose from about 51% to
67%, and the 90-day com-
pliance rose from about
40% to 61%. Additionally,
46.5 lakh digital evidence
(Sakshya) IDs were gener-
ated, and 56.74 lakh e-sum-
mons were served. 

As on May 31, 2026,
there are 37.68 crore police
records, which include 9.9
crore FIRs and 7.64 crore
chargesheets in the data-
base, which can be ac-
cessed by police and inves-
tigating agencies.

The Ministry o�cial said
that improving Internet
connectivity, especially in
remote and northeastern
parts of the country, stan-
dardising processes across
States and U.T.s, ensuring
full interoperability among
all criminal justice plat-
forms and training of per-
sonnel were some of the
challenges ahead.

Criminal justice system’s digital push
aims for a full roll-out by next year 
However, data maintained by the NCRB shows only 46% of FIRs were digitally transmitted to courts; out of 36 States, U.T.s,

Haryana, Goa, Assam, Punjab, and Chandigarh have implemented all parameters, while 23 States are above national average

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched
a new portal that, apart
from reducing paperwork,
will speed up clearance of
applications for registra-
tion under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act, 2010 (FCRA) and also
enable real-time monitor-
ing of foreign fund in�ows.

Mr. Shah launched the
FCRA 2.0 Portal and an e-
Overseas Citizen of India
(e-OCI) card initiative in
the presence of Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, Director of
Intelligence Bureau (IB)

Mahesh Dixit, and several
other senior o�cials.

At present, around
14,500 organisations with
FCRA registrations are
working across the coun-
try. FCRA registration is
mandatory for an NGO or
association to receive fo-
reign donations. The Mi-
nistry of Home A�airs
(MHA) said that, under the
Act, approximately 15,000
to 20,000 applications are
made each year and about
17,000 annual returns are
�led. The portal, hosted on
the National Government
Cloud (MeghRaj), includes
features such as process re-
engineering, an integrated
dashboard, Aadhaar-based
authentication, e-Sign fa-

cility, and OCR-based doc-
ument analysis.

Unlike the old website,
the new FCRA portal has
removed the section on
year-wise fresh registra-
tions under the Act. In

2022, the MHA had
dropped sections listing
NGOs whose registrations
were cancelled and the
page detailing the annual
returns �led by each NGO.

The Union Home Minis-

ter said the Centre’s policy
is to ensure transparency
and embrace technology
so that governance be-
comes easy for honest peo-
ple and a strict surveillance
system is put in place for
wrongdoers, making the
country increasingly se-
cure. He said that, prior to
2014, the FCRA system was
entangled in �les and pro-
cedures and was beyond
proper oversight, which is
critical for both national
security and development.
In the past few years, there
had been a signi�cant in-
crease in the number of ap-
plications and the �ow of
foreign donations, he
added.

The new portal would

lead to e�ective monitor-
ing of foreign contribu-
tions made with wrong in-
tentions and end physical
submission of documents,
Mr. Shahe said.

He said the e-OCI card
would bring great conve-
nience to more than 50
lakh OCI cardholders. Af-
ter 20 years, when a new
passport is issued, there
will be no need to re-issue
the OCI booklet, and the
cardholder’s registration
number will also become
unique, he said. The e-OCI
card will eliminate the pro-
blem of loss or damage of
the document, and card-
holders will be able to car-
ry out real-time veri�ca-
tion themselves.

Amit Shah launches new FCRA portal and e-OCI card
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amit Shah launches FCRA 2.0 Portal in New Delhi. IB chief Mahesh

Dixit (right) and Home Secretary Govind Mohan are seen. ANI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday ordered status
quo on a Karnataka High
Court direction requiring
the reopening of the etha-
nol allocation process for
the 2025–26 supply year.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices M. M. Sundresh and
Sheel Nagu was hearing a
plea �led by state-owned
Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd. (BPCL), which
contended that reopening
the allocation process
would disrupt the imple-
mentation of the Centre’s
policy of achieving 20%
ethanol blending in petrol,
popularly known as E20
fuel. 

In its order dated June
16, the High Court had di-
rected the oil marketing
companies (OMCs) —
BPCL, Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd.
(HPCL) and Indian Oil Cor-
poration Ltd. (IOCL) — to
consider a request by VINP
Distilleries and Sugars for
an enhanced ethanol allo-
cation before the tender
process was �nalised.

SC stays HC
direction 
on ethanol
allocation

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday exhorted
the Secretaries of all Minis-
tries and Departments to
focus on ensuring tangible
impact of government
schemes on the lives of pe-
ople and boost “Aatma-
nirbharta” (self reliance).

Nearly 80 Secretaries
were present in the meet-
ing, which comes amid
talks of a Cabinet reshu�e.
The meet focused on the
key themes of ‘Ease of Do-
ing Business’ and ‘Ease of
Living’ through deregula-
tion and other reforms;
and promoting
self-reliance.

Mr. Modi stressed the
importance of adopting a
whole-of-government ap-
proach, asking the depart-
ments to work together
rather than in isolation. 

Emphasising the signi�-
cance of integrated plan-
ning and coordination, he
encouraged wider utilisa-
tion of the PM GatiShakti as
an e�ective platform for in-
ter-departmental coordi-
nation and informed

decision-making.
According to govern-

ment sources, during the
interaction, the Secretaries
outlined the major steps
being taken by their res-
pective Ministries and De-
partments in line with the
themes of self-reliance, be-
sides “Ease of Doing Busi-
ness” and “Ease of Living”.

During their presenta-
tions on reform measures
and progress made across
sectors, they highlighted
the ongoing e�orts to tran-
slate the Prime Minister’s
vision into actionable out-
comes. While also discuss-
ing sector-speci�c chal-
lenges, the Secretaries
outlined a range of future
strategies to enhance go-
vernance and service
delivery.

PM asks Secretaries to
focus on ease of doing
business, self-reliance

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi

General Dhiraj Seth on
Tuesday assumed charge
as the 31st Chief of the Ar-
my Sta� (COAS), succeed-
ing General Upendra Dwi-
vedi, who retired after
more than four decades of
distinguished service to
the nation.

General Seth’s com-
mand assignments include
an armoured regiment in
the desert sector, an ar-
moured brigade in the
Western Theatre, and a
counter-insurgency force
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

He later served as the
General O�cer Command-
ing, Delhi Area, overseeing
key national and interna-
tional military engage-
ments and ceremonial res-
ponsibilities. After being
promoted to the rank of

Army Commander, he led
both the South Western
Command and the South-
ern Command, becoming
one of the few o�cers to
command two operational
Army Commands.

At the Army Headquar-
ters, General Seth held sev-
eral key appointments in
strategic planning and cap-
ability development,
where he contributed to
the Army’s modernisation
road map, force restructur-
ing, and the integration of
emerging technologies in-
to future war�ghting capa-
bilities. He is a graduate of
the Higher Command
Course and the National
Defence College. He has al-
so attended the prestigious
Command and Sta�
Course in Paris and is re-
cognised for his outstand-
ing performance in profes-
sional military education.

Passing the baton: Chief of the Army Sta� General Dhiraj Seth, left,

with outgoing chief General Upendra Dwivedi. PTI 

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

General Dhiraj Seth
takes over as Chief
of the Army Sta� 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday spoke
with Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian as Iran
plans to start a week-long
period of mourning for the
state burial of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei. The Hindu had re-
ported earlier that the Ira-
nian President had invited
Mr. Modi to travel to Teh-
ran but Mr. Modi was un-
likely to travel to the West
Asian nation for the state
funeral. India will be repre-
sented by a delegation led
by Bihar Governor Lieute-
nant General Syed Ata Has-
nain (retd.) and Minister of
State for External A�airs
Pabitra Margherita. 

During the phone call
with the Iranian leader, Mr.
Modi welcomed the under-
standing the Islamic Repu-
blic has reached with the
U.S. that has brought a fra-
gile peace in the Gulf re-
gion. 

“President Pezeshkian
briefed the Prime Minister
on the recent develop-
ments in West Asia and the
way forward. Prime Minis-
ter welcomed the under-
standing reached and reit-
erated India’s consistent
position that all issues
must be resolved through
dialogue and diplomacy,”
said a press note issued by
the government.

Modi speaks 
to Pezeshkian
ahead of burial
of Khamenei

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday declined to enter-
tain a petition seeking a
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) probe, and the
constitution of an indepen-
dent expert committee
headed by a former Su-
preme Court judge, to in-
quire into the alleged “ex-
trajudicial killing” of
Bharat Bhushan Tiwari in a
police encounter in Bilauti
village of Bihar’s Bhojpur
district on June 17.

The police version of
the encounter has been
questioned by Bharat Ti-
wari’s family, who allege
that he had surrendered
and discarded his weapon
before he was fatally shot.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices M.M. Sundresh and
Sheel Nagu asked the peti-
tioner, advocate Vishal Ti-
wari, to approach the Pat-
na High Court for
appropriate relief. “We are
not inclined to entertain
this petition. Liberty is
granted to the petitioner to
approach the High Court,”
the Bench said.

SC dismisses
plea for probe
into Bihar
man’s death

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

India has said that attempts
by countries to question
the Financial Action Task
Force’s (FATF) credibility
re�ect their “fear of scruti-
ny” and asked these na-
tions to stop exporting in-
stability and prevent their
territory from being mis-
used for terrorism, in a
veiled reference to
Pakistan.

India’s Permanent Re-
presentative to the UN, Par-
vathaneni Harish, made

these remarks on Monday
while addressing a Coun-
ter-Terrorism Week side
event on joint action
against evolving threats.
“The FATF is an indispen-
sable pillar of the global
counterterrorism �nancing
and anti-money laundering
architecture. Its work is
technical, evidence-based
and rooted in internation-
ally accepted standards. At-
tempts to question its cred-
ibility often re�ect fear of
scrutiny rather than ge-
nuine process-related con-
cerns,” he said.

Questions on FATF
credibility re�ect 
fear of scrutiny: India
Press Trust of India 
UNITED NATIONS
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S
tepping up its attack
over the alleged em-
bezzlement of dona-

tions to the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, the Congress on
Tuesday described the epi-
sode as a “maha paap”
(cardinal sin).

The Opposition ques-
tioned Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s silence on
the issue, saying he must
accept responsibility for
the Trust that oversaw the
temple after claiming cre-
dit for its construction and
consecration.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress spokes-
person Supriya Shrinate
said the alleged theft was
“not merely a donation
scam but an attack on the
faith of over one billion
Hindus”. “This isn’t just
some donation theft or
scam. This is a maha paap,
an attack on the faith of
Hindus all over the world,”
she said.

The BJP-led govern-
ments at the Centre and in
Uttar Pradesh were at-
tempting to shield senior
functionaries of the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth

Kshetra Trust while action
had been con�ned to low-
er-level employees, she
alleged.

Demanding that the al-
leged irregularities be in-
vestigated under the su-
pervision of a sitting judge
of the Supreme Court, she
argued that the Uttar Pra-
desh government could
not conduct an impartial
probe.

‘Dissolve temple trust’
The Congress also de-
manded that the report of
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) be made pu-
blic, the trust be dissolved,
�rst information reports be
registered against its o�ce-
bearers, and an indepen-
dent audit be conducted of
all donations received
since the trust’s inception.

“When the theft has in-

deed taken place inside the
Ram Temple, what is the
government trying to hide?
The SIT report should be
uploaded on a public web-
site so that every citizen
can know the truth,” Ms.
Shrinate said, questioning
the government’s refusal to
release the SIT report.

The CCTV footage avail-
able to investigators, re-
portedly covering around
40 days and documenting
about 70 instances of theft,
represented only a fraction
of the alleged misappro-
priation, the Congress spo-
kesperson alleged. “Who
will account for the pre-
vious �ve-and-a-half
years?” the Congress spo-
kesperson asked.

Referring to reports that
about ₹80 lakh had been
recovered, Ms. Shrinate
questioned where the re-

maining donations had
gone. It was implausible
that employees earning
modest salaries could have
orchestrated the alleged
operation without the in-
volvement of higher auth-
orities, she alleged.

Standard operating pro-
cedures jointly framed by
the Trust and the State
Bank of India for handling
donations had not been
followed and complaints
by whistle-blowers had
been ignored, she said.

Targeting Mr. Modi,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the
Prime Minister’s “silence”
on the alleged “loot”
amounted to “a direct as-
sault on the religious faith
of crores of people”. 

The Centre had consti-
tuted the trust without
transparency, �lled it with
members of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, and
kept it outside the purview
of the Right to Information
Act, he alleged.

Eight people have been
arrested on the basis of the
SIT’s �ndings. The State go-
vernment constituted the
SIT after complaints of al-
leged misappropriation of
temple donations.

Ram Temple embezzlement
an attack on faith: Congress 
The party questions PM’s silence on issue and accuses Centre, U.P. govt. of shielding senior Trust

members; it calls for probe under supervision of SC judge and an independent audit of donations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Faizabad Bar’s resolu-
tion to deny legal represen-
tation to the accused in the
Ram Temple embezzle-
ment case transgresses a
Supreme Court judgment
that even a “wicked” per-
son has a fundamental
right to a competent
advocate.

The Supreme Court
judgment that clearly
enunciates this highest of
the traditions of the Bar is
based on a case originating
in Tamil Nadu regarding a
confrontation between a
lawyer and local police-
man in Coimbatore. The
local Bar Association had
passed a resolution that no
lawyer would represent
the accused policemen.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Markandey Katju and

Gyan Sudha Misra (both re-
tired now), in a 2010 judg-
ment in A.S. Mohammed
Ra� versus State of Tamil
Nadu, declared that such
resolutions by Bar bodies
were “wholly illegal,
against all traditions and
professional ethics”.

‘Duty of a lawyer’
“Every person, however
wicked, depraved, vile, de-
generate, perverted, loath-
some, execrable, vicious or
repulsive he may be re-
garded by society has a
right to be defended in a
court of law, and corres-
pondingly, it is the duty of
the lawyer to defend him,”

Justice Katju famously ob-
served in a short
judgment.

The judgment referred
to Article 22(1) of the Con-
stitution, which mandates
that an arrested person
should not be “denied the
right to consult, and to be
defended by, a legal practi-
tioner of his choice”.

Again, the ‘Standards of
Professional Conduct and
Etiquette’ chapter of the
Bar Council of India Rules
require that an advocate is
bound to accept any brief
unless special circum-
stances justify refusal.

“Professional ethics re-
quires that a lawyer cannot
refuse a brief, provided a
client is willing to pay his
fee, and the lawyer is not
otherwise engaged,” the
court said.

A boycott of an accused,
even if he is a suspected
terrorist, rapist, or mass
murderer, was against all
norms of the Constitution.

The judgment is remem-
bered for giving historical
examples of lawyers, real
and �ctional, standing up
for professional values.

Reference to Erskine
Justice Katju referred to
Thomas Erskine’s defence
of Thomas Paine, facing
treason charges for his
pamphlet “The Rights of
Man” on the French Revo-
lution, even at the cost of
losing his position as the
Attorney-General for the
Prince of Wales. 

The Bench had quoted
the “ringing words” of the
�ctional Atticus Finch in
Harper Lee’s book To Kill a
Mockingbird about cour-
age in profession: “Cour-
age is not a man with a gun
in his hand. It is knowing
you are licked before you
begin, but you begin any-
way and you see it through
no matter what. You rarely
win, but sometimes you
do.”

Even the ‘wicked’ have the right to 
a lawyer, SC had said in a judgment

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A 2010 judgment had
declared that such
resolutions by Bar
bodies were ‘wholly
illegal, against all
traditions and
professional ethics’

NEWS ANALYSIS

Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal on Tues-
day moved a privilege not-
ice against Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh in the
Lok Sabha, accusing him of
misleading Parliament by
stating during the Opera-
tion Sindoor debate last
year that no Indian soldier
had been killed.

In a letter to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Mr. Ve-
nugopal sought initiation
of privilege proceedings
against the Defence Minis-
ter under Rule 223 of the
Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the
Lok Sabha.

The Congress leader
said that during the discus-
sion held in July 2025 on
the Pahalgam terror attack

and Operation Sindoor,
Mr. Singh had told the
House that no harm had
come to Indian soldiers.

However, he noted that
the government had since
acknowledged that six per-
sonnel of the armed forces
died during the military
operation.

“The Minister’s state-
ment on the �oor of the
House that there had been

no casualties during Oper-
ation Sindoor was clearly
misleading and incorrect,”
Mr. Venugopal said in the
notice, adding that mis-
leading Parliament or with-
holding information
amounted to a breach of
privilege and contempt of
the House.

“How could he, in July
2025, say that no Indian
soldier was martyred, and
then a year later the forces
announce that we have lost
six jawans?” he asked in a
post on X.

‘Insult to the families'
He said withholding infor-
mation about the deaths
was an insult to the fami-
lies of the personnel and
the armed forces, adding
that they had laid down
their lives in defence of the
nation.

Venugopal moves privilege
notice against Rajnath over
Operation Sindoor casualties 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

K.C. Venugopal

Ahead of the nationwide
roll-out of the Viksit Bharat
– Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Act, 2025, on Wednesday,
Union Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Tuesday said
that no eligible rural work-
er should remain without
work even for a single day. 

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge �agged the
pending dues to the State
governments under the
predecessor Act — Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA).

In a statement issued
here, Mr. Chouhan said the
Centre had been working
in close coordination with
the States and Union Terri-
tories and had completed
all administrative, �nan-
cial, and technical prepara-

tions to ensure seamless
transition to the new
framework.

“Adequate �nancial re-
sources have been made
available, implementation
systems are fully in place,
and ongoing works will
continue without interrup-
tion,” Mr. Chouhan said.

He added that the en-
hanced guarantee of 125
days of wage employment,
against 100 days under the
MGNREGA, would streng-

then rural livelihoods,
create durable community
assets, and accelerate the
vision of Viksit Bharat. For
the roll-out from July 1, the
Centre had allocated an in-
terim sum of ₹95,692.31
crore to States and Union
Territories, he said.

Seven questions
Mr. Kharge, in a post on X,
posed seven questions to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Citing a reply given
by the government in the
Lok Sabha in March, Mr.
Kharge said ₹17,144.13
crore was outstanding to
34 States and Union Terri-
tories under MGNREGA,
including ₹7,846.25 crore
in wage liabilities. 

“This means the work-
ers haven’t received their
rightful payment yet.
Why?” Mr. Kharge asked.
He also questioned the re-
vised funding pattern un-
der the new law, which re-

quires most States to bear
40% of the total expendi-
ture. He said even BJP-go-
verned Madhya Pradesh
and Bihar had expressed
concerns over the
arrangement.

The Congress chief
questioned the “blackout”
provision that halts work
for 60 days during the
farming season. 

“Why is the Central go-
vernment forcing this anti-
labour system on farmers
and rural workers?” he
asked.

Mr. Kharge highlighted
what he described as the
government’s reluctance
to increase wages. “This
June saw 42% less rainfall.
Kharif sowing is down
22.7%. Over 300 districts
could be gripped by
drought... In this situation,
ending MGNREGA — isn’t it
an attack on workers, SCs,
STs, OBCs and the poor?”
he said.

Minister promises seamless shift to
job scheme; Cong. raises pending dues
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Mallikarjun Kharge 

The alleged embezzlement
of donations at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya has
emerged as an unexpected
hurdle in the Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad (VHP)’s �ag-
ship campaign to free Hin-
du temples from
government control.

Currently, the States
that have legislation go-
verning the management
of Hindu temples include
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karna-
taka, Andhra Pradesh, Te-
langana, Odisha, and
Maharashtra.

Himachal Pradesh, Bi-
har, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan also have laws
that allow the government
to exercise control over
temples.

During a media interac-
tion in the past, VHP’s or-
ganising general secretary
Milind Parande had said
that between 20,000 and
50,000 temples were un-
der government control in
11 States alone. Describing
this as a “threat to Hindu
society”, the VHP
launched a nationwide
campaign in 2021 to free
Hindu temples and reli-
gious institutions from go-
vernment control. The or-

ganisation argued that
o�erings made by devotees
should be used exclusively
for religious and charitable
purposes.

Over the past �ve years,
the organisation made
multiple attempts to per-
suade the Union govern-
ment to take up the issue.
A think tank comprising re-
tired bureaucrats, judges,
and lawyers was formed to
prepare a draft legislation.
The VHP also launched an
outreach campaign to
meet MPs from the ruling
and Opposition parties to
garner support for the
proposal.

“With the donation row
at the Ram Temple, a
movement spearheaded
by the VHP, the organisa-

tion’s e�orts on this front
are likely to face a setback,”
a senior functionary said.

“The loss is not just of
money. There is a loss of
faith, a loss of moral stand-
ing, and a loss of honour
and respect. Everything
has su�ered here,” he said.

Another VHP function-
ary from Delhi acknow-
ledged that the current sit-
uation had put the
organisation’s campaign
under greater scrutiny.

“I won’t say that our
campaign will derail, but
we may have to be pre-
pared to answer some di�-
cult questions,” he said.

“People may ask ques-
tions about this, but if the
matter is resolved in the
right direction, faith will be
restored,” VHP’s national
spokesperson Vinod Ban-
sal said.

VHP president Alok Ku-
mar, however, dismissed
suggestions that the inci-
dent would disrupt the or-
ganisation’s campaign.
“There are many temples
run by private trusts that
are functioning very well
across the country,” he
told The Hindu.

He said that the VHP’s
objective would not be af-
fected by the Ram Temple
episode.

Donation issue tests VHP’s
demand to free temples
from government control
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The case revolves around the

alleged misappropriation of

donations. FILE PHOTO 

Twenty-three Opposition
parties have sent a joint
memorandum to Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant al-
leging “biased” conduct by
the Election Commission,
highlighting the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) car-
ried out in States such as
West Bengal and Bihar, as
well as the ongoing exer-
cise in other States.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
which were not present at
the meeting of the Indian
National Developmental,
Inclusive Alliance on June
8, have also signed the
letter.

The AAP is not a part of
the bloc, while the DMK
had informed its allies that
it would not attend the
meeting, rebuking the
Congress for what it de-
scribed as a post-election

“betrayal” after the party
switched sides to the TVK-
led government in Tamil
Nadu.

The decision to send a
joint letter was taken dur-
ing the meeting, which was
convened at the insistence
of former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee following the Trina-
mool Congress’s defeat in
the Assembly election. She
had urged the INDIA bloc

leaders to visit the State to
project Opposition unity.
However, the proposal did
not �nd support. Instead,
several leaders, especially
Independent Rajya Sabha
member and senior Su-
preme Court lawyer Kapil
Sibal, suggested that a joint
memorandum be sent to
the Chief Justice on alleged
electoral irregularities.

Announcing the move,
Congress general secretary

(communications) Jairam
Ramesh said in a post on X:
“The Opposition parties
are �rmly anchored in
SURE — Solidarity, Unity
and Resistance.”

The INDIA bloc has not
shared the contents of the
letter. However, a senior
leader said, “When all else
fails, Indian democracy
looks towards the judici-
ary. We have �agged the
biased conduct of the Elec-
tion Commission and the
ways in which election re-
sults are manipulated.”

The Supreme Court has
already heard a petition on
the SIR. 

A two-judge Bench on
May 27 unanimously
upheld the SIR in Bihar,
holding that the exercise
was constitutionally valid,
proportionate and within
the poll body’s powers un-
der Article 324 of the Con-
stitution and Section 21 (3)
of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950. 

INDIA bloc writes to CJI on ‘biased
conduct’ of EC; DMK, AAP sign letter
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Planning time: Leaders of the INDIA bloc at a meeting held in New

Delhi on June 8. ANI

The Monsoon session of
Parliament is likely to com-
mence on July 20 and is ex-
pected to go on for three
weeks, o�cials said on
Tuesday. The Cabinet
Committee on Parliamen-
tary A�airs is yet to take a
�nal decision.

Usually, the Monsoon
and Winter sessions have
20 sittings and are spread
over four weeks. But there
have been precedents of
shorter sessions.

The rebellion in the Tri-
namool Congress and Shiv
Sena (UBT) will play out in
the session.

A decision by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla on the
demands of 20 Trinamool
and six Shiv Sena (UBT)
MPs seeking recognition as
separate groups is awaited.

In the Rajya Sabha, after
newly elected and re-elect-
ed MPs took oath, the polit-
ical numbers further tilted
in favour of the ruling NDA.

The last session ended
in disappointment for the
government as a Constitu-
tion amendment bill to im-
plement reservation for
women in legislatures in
2029 and increase the
number of seats of the Lok
Sabha was defeated in the
Lower House.

Monsoon
Session likely
to begin 
on July 20

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

In yet another jolt to Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray, a week after his
six MPs deserted him, one
of his loyalists on Tuesday
switched sides to support
rival Eknath Shinde. 

Sachin Ahir, a close con-
�dante of Shiv Sena(UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray,
and a member of the Legis-
lative Council, �led his
nomination for the Deputy
Chairperson election as
the o�cial Shiv Sena candi-
date. The nomination was
�led in the presence of se-
nior Mahayuti leaders.

Mr. Shinde said that
there was no question of
change of parties or of a
disquali�cation, as Mr.
Ahir was elected as a Sena
MLC in 2022, on the sym-
bol of the bow and arrow. 

Sachin Ahir
switches
allegiance to
Shinde faction 

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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Chakrapani Temple in Kumbakonam is renowned as a �rst
and unique shrine dedicated to Chakrathazhwar (Lord Su-
darshana), where the earliest known hymn exclusively
praising Him, “Hethi Pungava Stavam”, was composed by
Nadadur Ammal in this holy place, where it cured the
mental illness of a person named Kandalan, said Dr. Ven-
katesh in a discourse. The hymn’s 32 verses celebrate the
many glories of Chakrathazhwar, who is revered as the fo-
remost of Lord Vishnu’s divine weapons, the embodiment
of the wheel of time (Kala Chakra), and a principal symbol
of Sriman Narayana. He protects devotees, destroys sins
through His sacred touch (Pancha Samskara), removes
fear and negative in�uences, safeguards unborn children
in the womb, grants spiritual purity and eligibility for di-
vine service, and upholds Dharma as the Lord’s powerful
instrument.

Chakrathazhwar is revered as the divine guide who
showed the righteous path to Lord Krishna and Arjuna,
and is known as “Su-Darshana” — the One who grants vi-
sion of the right path. The Sama Veda glori�es the sacred
Pancha Samskara, and it is said those who bear the divine
marks of Chakrathazhwar on their shoulders attain libera-
tion more easily. Such devotees are also protected from
the approach of Yama, the lord of death. He swiftly comes
to their rescue, just as He destroyed powerful enemies
such as Mali and Sumali. He grants strength, courage, and
protection to his devotees, which is why the o�ering of a
red garland is considered especially dear to Him. Chak-
rathazhwar destroys evil forces, demons, and those who
harbour hatred towards Bhagavan and His devotees. 

Sudarshana removes fear 
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ACROSS
1. They need to be taught a lesson about failure (6)
4. One's c-cross to bear? (6)
8. One street goes around Italian city (7)
9. Man! With this braggart, I get most annoyed (7)
11. Estimation of a tax shown to the auditor (10)
12. Go to lake and strip (4)

13. Husband is excitedly eating American dish (5)
14. OMG! It's a new change, designed to reduce pollution (8)
16. A dashing personality? (8)
18. Sailing east, around Australia (2,3)
20. Nitwit knocked back rum bottles only (4)
21. According to Spooner, many excelled in swimming event

(10)
23. One suspect reportedly gets betrayed (4,3)
24. Reason one can't travel abroad to Germany, or a city in

Serbia? (4,3)
25. Part of cli� or a fjord receding in the distance (3,3)
26. Heard Frank finally got a revolver (6)

DOWN
1. First to finish remaining prunes? (5)
2. Wants to guide chaps playing soccer primarily (7)
3. That's life, working for a 2 pm -10 pm job perhaps (4,5)
5. Fellow takes time out in tough contest (5)
6. Commanding o�icer turned up to discharge one of the

marines? (7)
7. Dame, one who's murdered ultimately in play? (9)
10. Amateur gets inspired by fantastic career in a team sport

(5,4)
13. Gradually steal in shop? (6,3)
15. Brown can on the counter has a bit of dill and

mushroom (9)
17. Sample from skin or dermis is ok (2,5)
19. European dancing in bar - extremely seductive (7)
21. Downright lie! (5)
22. Snake kept rattling and intimidated trespassers at the

outset (5)
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J
ustice S. Muralidhar,
Chair of the Inde-
pendent Interna-

tional Commission of In-
quiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, in-
cluding East Jerusalem,
and Israel, discusses the
United Nations panel’s re-
port on crimes committed
on Palestinian children by
the Israeli security forces.
The report details the
death of at least 20,179 chil-
dren and injuries to 44,143
children since the October
7, 2023 armed incursions
by Hamas. 

The former Chief Justice
of Orissa High Court and
senior advocate in the Su-
preme Court explains the
�ndings of systematic tar-
geting of the most vulnera-
ble Palestinian populations
— women, children, and
the elderly. Edited
excerpts:

What are the root
causes driving this
speci�c targeting of
women, children, and
the elderly?

The modern con�ict traces
back to the 1947 UN two-
state framework, which
Palestinians oppose be-
cause they were not con-
sulted. Following historical
events like the Nakba and
the Yom Kippur war, Israel
has continuously expand-
ed its territorial limits. Be-
cause Israel’s vision con-
tradicts the UN resolution,
it operates on the premise
that once it occupies these
territories, it cannot be
asked to leave. The Com-
mission’s mandate spans
both the Occupied Palesti-
nian Territory and Israel to
address these deeply sensi-
tive, underlying root caus-
es. Some of these causes
can be traced back to Bibli-
cal times.

Has the child ceased to
be a protected entity
and been reduced to a
deliberate weapon of
war?

Children as young as 10 are
labelled “terrorists”. This

strips them of all rights.
They are reduced to “free
game” or “target practice”.
Israeli soldiers shoot on
sight, justifying their ac-
tions by claiming they are
shooting a terrorist rather
than a child.

At what point does the
legal de�nition shift
from crimes against
humanity to outright,
calculated genocide?

Genocide requires “delib-
erate intent” to destroy a
group. The Commission’s
September 2025 report de-
scribed a constant attack
intended to deprive Pales-
tinians of land, resources,
and cultural roots. Target-
ing children ensures the bi-
ological and social discon-
tinuity of the Palestinian
people. This strategy in-
cludes targeting pregnant
women, leaving mothers
malnourished, and depriv-
ing newborns of incuba-
tors. Combined with the
destruction of 97% of
schools and speci�c target-
ing by quadcopters, snip-
ers, and drones, there are
reasonable grounds to be-
lieve this targeted killing of
children is part of a larger

plan for genocide.

In the face of absolute
non-cooperation from
Israel, what veri�cation
standards did the
Commission employ to
ensure testimonies are
legally ironclad?

We only utilise evidence
corroborated by indepen-
dent sources. If a child tes-
ti�es about what he under-
went in an Israeli prison,
we look for forensic ways
to establish the presence of
that child. We secure testi-
monies from healthcare
workers, journalists, and
victims. We analyse photo-
graphs, medical reports,

country is either unwilling
or unable to bring people
to justice. Here, it is a com-
bination of both.

Israel has dismissed the
Commission’s �ndings
as institutional bias.
What is your response?

Although we would have
liked to talk to Israeli sol-
diers and citizens, Israel
does not permit that to
happen. We are an investi-
gating body and remain
prepared to consider any
material Israel may have.
We have no other agenda
than uncovering the truth.

Realistically, do your
recommendations
possess actual teeth, or
will they simply be
ignored by Western
member states?

I am hoping they are not ig-
nored. We made presenta-
tions of our report before
the Security Council, the
European Union, indivi-
dual ambassadors… A re-
port like this helps mobil-
ise a critical mass of public
opinion, which ultimately
compels governments to
change their attitude.

paying with their lives. 

Is this a failure of
individual discipline
among soldiers, or a
top-down doctrine
trickling directly from
the Knesset?

Two days after October 7,
2023, the Deputy Speaker
of the Knesset posted
“erase Gaza” on social me-
dia. This public stance de-
monstrates the absolute le-
vel of impunity they enjoy.
It serves as a testing time
for international legal
mechanisms.

Has the Israeli judiciary
completely
compromised its
independence to shield
the military?

It is unfortunate the Israeli
judiciary is unable to see
the injustice of the whole
thing. Habeas corpus is a
fundamental remedy for
an abducted child. If that is
unavailable, we might as
well not have a judicial sys-
tem. This is why we need
an e�cient, working inter-
national legal order. The
basis for the International
Criminal Court is that a

cluding the U.S., France,
and the U.K., serve in the
IDF (Israel Defense Forc-
es). Treaty nations have an
obligation to investigate
their citizens using “un-
iversal jurisdiction” if they
are implicated in war
crimes, regardless of
where the crimes oc-
curred. 

How does international
law address the
psychological
decoupling of
tech-driven warfare
from the reality of
slaughter?

International law allows
for interpretation. When a
soldier notes that a quad-
copter “does not hesitate,
does not stop and almost
never makes mistakes”,
equating its operation to a
video game, they know ful-
ly well what the conse-
quences are. The wielding
of a weapon to in�ict maxi-
mum damage is something
international law accom-
modates without needing
structural amendments.
The core requirement re-
mains demonstrating the
extent of the damage and
the fact that children are

and footage that Israeli sol-
diers upload on social me-
dia. Notably, Israel did not
dispute any of this evi-
dence in their 18-page
rebuttal.

The report explicitly
names Israeli military
units. Is this the
baseline framework for
future international
war crimes
prosecution?

It should be. Accountabili-
ty mechanisms are rarely
properly activated, so we
pinpointed speci�c evi-
dence of responsibility.
Thousands of nationals
from 16 to 17 countries, in-

‘Killing of Palestinian children part of larger plan for genocide’
Palestinian children as young as 10 are labelled ‘terrorists’ and shot dead by Israeli security forces, says Chair of independent probe panel, pointing to the death of over 20,000 children since October

2023; he notes that the plan is to ensure the biological and social discontinuity of the Palestinian people by leaving mothers malnourished, depriving newborns of incubators, and destroying schools
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The Supreme Court clari�ed in an oral
observation, on Tuesday, that it would consider
medical bail for self-styled godman Asaram Bapu,
who has been sentenced to life imprisonment in
a 2013 Rajasthan rape case involving a minor
survivor, only if his life was in danger. “If medical
bail is to be given, it would be only if your life is
in danger. That is the only factor we will
consider,” Justice M.M. Sundresh remarked.

‘Asaram can get medical bail
only in case of grave necessity’

INBRIEF
�

The Assam Police on Monday night recovered
37.064 kg of suspected smuggled gold valued at
₹54 crore from a Maharashtra-based man with
disabilities in Guwahati. The police also seized 13
grams of silver nodules, four mobile phones, and
₹3,755 in cash from 32-year-old Akshay Bansode,
arrested in connection with the case. The police
said the probe found international smuggling
links to Myanmar and West Asia. 

Guwahati police seize 37 kg
gold from Maharashtra man

One person died and 17
were injured after a �re
broke out in a naphtha pi-
peline of Haldia Petro-
chemicals Ltd. in Purba
Medinipur district of West
Bengal early on Tuesday
morning. 

E�orts to contain the
�re continued till late in
the evening. The �re broke
out around 4 a.m, and
within moments, spread to
Chiranjeevpur in Ward No.
13 of Haldia Municipality.

Several houses in the vi-
cinity caught �re. Since
areas surrounding railway

tracks were also a�ected
by the �re, railway services
were temporarily a�ected.

The company, in a state-
ment, said, “Preliminary
information suggests that
the incident may have oc-
curred in the vicinity of an
unauthorized naphtha
theft point located in the
plant vicinity. Naphtha is a
highly combustible and ex-
tremely �ammable hydro-
carbon, and the company
has consistently cautioned
local communities against
any unauthorized access to
or handling of petroleum
products due to the se-
rious safety risks involved,”
it said.

Firefighters try to control the blaze that broke out in a Haldia

Petrochemicals pipeline in West Bengal on Tuesday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
HALDIA

One dead, 17 injured
as naphtha pipeline
catches �re in Bengal

L
ivelihood and occu-
pational pressures
are the biggest bar-

riers preventing people
from participating in gram
sabhas, but a new study
commissioned by the Un-
ion government found that
another key factor behind
low engagement is “parti-
cipation fatigue”, when re-
peated meetings are held
without visible outcomes.

The study, conducted
by the National Institute of
Rural Development & Pan-
chayati Raj (NIRDPR), Hyd-
erabad, for the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, covered
about 7,790 respondents
across 400 gram pan-
chayats in 213 districts
spanning 26 States and Un-
ion Territories.

While the report does
not provide a nationwide
attendance rate, it found
that nearly half of the res-

pondents (47%) attended
only one or two meetings
in the previous year.
Awareness levels were high
but uneven. Almost 94% of
respondents reported be-
ing aware of gram sabha
meetings and 83% were
aware of their participa-
tion rights. However, only
59% understood quorum
and procedural require-
ments, indicating that

awareness does not neces-
sarily translate into in-
formed engagement.

Daily wagers
Livelihood and occupa-
tional pressures emerged
as the dominant barrier,
with over 55% of respon-
dents citing them as the
reason for skipping meet-
ings. A more detailed ex-
amination found that most

respondents who were un-
able to attend gram sabha
meetings were daily wage
labourers or migrants who
had moved in search of li-
velihood. The report also-
warned that “participation
fatigue” caused by “repeat-
ed meetings held without
visible outcomes” reduces
public interest and dilutes
the signi�cance of gram
sabha processes.

However, it was a lack of
transparency that emerged
as the top concern, cited
by 45% of respondents,
ahead of the lack of visible
outcomes (42%), repetitive
or formal meetings (33%),
trust issues (33%), political
interference (28%), and
weak grievance resolution
(16%).

The report identi�ed
the gap between grievanc-
es being heard and being
resolved as a factor under-
mining long-term trust and
willingness to continue at-
tending meetings.

Study breaks down reasons
for low gram sabha turnout

Livelihood and work pressures emerged as the main barrier, with

many skipping meetings for this reason. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Survey �nds work constraints the biggest barrier to participation, with transparency concerns,

limited outcomes, repetitive meetings, and weak grievance resolution among the other obstacles
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A
t the Bonn climate talks in
Germany on June 8-18,
alongside the usual laundry list
of contested themes such as

climate �nance, tipping points became an
unexpected source of debate and
controversy.

According to the Earth Negotiations
Bulletin, India urged care and clarity in
using terms like “tipping points”, which it
said would present challenges around
de�ning the idea and cautioned against
mis-communicating or oversimplifying
the science.

However, the European Union
muddied the waters by raising concerns
about “coordinated misinformation” and
“obstruction”.

Complexities, uncertainties
A climate tipping point is a threshold in
the earth’s climate system beyond which
a part of it jumps into a new state. 

Once such a tipping point has been
crossed, changes can happen faster or
harder to reverse on human timescales,
even if the original cause of the change is
removed.

For example, say warming in the Arctic
melts enough sea ice to expose large areas
of dark ocean. These waters could absorb
more heat, causing more warming and
even more melting. With enough heat,
this cycle may be able to continue on its
own, rendering recovery very di�cult.

However, it is di�cult to project tipping
points in the climate because of
complexities in the climate system and
uncertainties in the input data. 

Climate communicators also struggle
with this concept: some see it as a catalyst
for urgent action while others have
argued that its inherent uncertainties
undermine its value for policymaking.

In fact, climate-related drivers of
directly experienced disasters, such as
extreme rainfall or heatwaves, are
sometimes seen as more e�ective for
raising public awareness of climate
change and the need for climate action
than the relatively abstract concept of
climate tipping points.

However, the risks that tipping points
carry are signi�cantly larger than routine
climate-induced disasters, and thus raise
larger questions about how people can
adapt to the e�ects of a breached tipping
point.

Multiple thresholds
Tipping points have non-linear behaviour.
This means they don’t increase at the
same pace or intensity at which
greenhouse gases accumulate in the
environment. Instead, even small
increases in temperature can trigger
large, self-amplifying feedback loops.

Aside from warming in Arctic,
potential climate tipping points include a
‘dieback’ of the Amazon rainforest (i.e.
the risk of the forest reverting to being a
savannah), the collapse of an ocean
current called the Atlantic meridional
overturning circulation (AMOC), the
mass-bleaching of coral reefs, changes in
the monsoons over India and West Africa,
and the disintegration of the Greenland
ice sheet. 

While human societies will be better o�
not threatening any of the climate tipping
points, there are also positive social
tipping points in the climate space — such
as the adoption of renewable energy.
Once these technologies win a critical
adoption level, some experts have
argued, they will be on track to large-scale
adoption.

Contesting tipping points
That said, many experts have also said
tipping points raise more questions than
provide answers. 

Scientists also still struggle to project
when the AMOC will collapse or when the
Amazon rainforest will transition into a
savannah ecosystem.

One reason is that scientists have to
work with projected emissions and
temperature ranges in future and, based
on that, they have returned with
indications that certain climate systems
will change slowly rather than suddenly to
new states.

For example, one Science Advances
paper in April noted that AMOC could
slow down by 51%, rather than altogether
collapse, by 2100 in a medium-emissions
scenario. 

This conclusion also depends on the
model context because it is not a direct
forecast: the paper only aimed to identify
which model projections were more
credible than others. In other words,
uncertainties are implicit in the data and
cannot be removed using more data
alone.

In fact, research suggests that scientists
may be able to identify �xed tipping
points clearly only in post facto analysis
from a historical lens. Meaning, in
hindsight.

And in the case of complex ecosystems
like the Amazon rainforest, whose fate is
closely tied to millions of tribal and urban
community members and numerous
artisanal enterprises, a projection of

tipping points based only on changes in
the climate would miss in�uences due to,
say, cattle-ranching and human
deforestation — and underestimate the
implications of a change to a savannah.

That said, some scientists have also
contested whether tipping points will be
abrupt. For example, ice sheets deplete
over thousands of years — which is far
from abrupt for human observers.

A faux threshold
There is a popular notion that the earth’s
surface warming beyond 1.5 degree
Celsius is a tipping point. The confusion
persists even among participants in
climate negotiations, research published
in 2019 found.

However, negotiators adopted this
number as well as 2 degrees Celsius at the
COP21 climate talks in 2015 as a political
target based on scienti�c evidence that
warming beyond 1 degrees Celsius, 1.5
degrees Celsius or 2 degrees Celsius will
increasingly disrupt the climate. The
temperature goals are not tipping points
in and of themselves.

At the Bonn climate talks, when India
urged caution on how the term ‘tipping
point’ is de�ned and used, the European
Union said that amounted to
“misinformation”. 

Speci�cally, India argued that the term
‘tipping point’ entails “de�nitional
challenges”. This much has been
acknowledged in independent scienti�c
research and in state-led e�orts. For
instance, the U.K.’s national
meteorological o�ce is working on a
project titled ‘An Up-HILL Battle: Building

consensus on terminology for high impact
climate events and tipping point risks’. 

According to a project document:
“Unclear and inconsistent terminology for
high impact climate phenomena,
including concepts such as tipping points,
irreversibility, ‘collapse’ and ‘shutdown’,
presents a substantial barrier to clear
understanding of Earth system risks.”

Way from here
Many scientists and science
communicators agree that clearly
communicating scienti�c uncertainty is a
good thing because it builds trust.

Both false alarm and a false sense of
hope can a�ect credibility when, say, a
projection or a forecast doesn’t come to
pass. The risk — rather than the certainty
— implicit in tipping points is also
signi�cant enough to warrant climate
action.

In one 2025 article in Nature Climate
Change, researchers from Canada,
Switzerland, the U.K., and the U.S.
criticised the ‘tipping points’ framework
for “oversimplifying the diverse dynamics
of complex natural and human systems
and for conveying urgency without
fostering a meaningful basis for climate
action.” 

They also called for more clarity,
especially on the degree of abruptness,
the reversibility of changes, and
feedback-driven self-ampli�cation.

“Climate change is already causing
demonstrable and obvious harm around
the world,” the researchers wrote. In
tipping point discourse, on the other
hand, “there is no speci�c increment of
temperature increase that science can
identify as the boundary between our
current, already-dangerous climate and a
future catastrophic climate, and no
justi�cation for doomism and paralysis
while the world continues to warm.”

(Rishika Pardikar is a freelance
journalist. rishika.s.pardikar@gmail.com)

India seeks clarity as ‘tipping points’
rock Bonn climate talks

At the Bonn climate talks, when India urged caution on how the term ‘tipping point’ is de�ned and used, the European Union said that amounted to ‘misinformation’

Scientists study the Atlantic meridional overturning circulation, a movement of warm and cold waters that stretches from around Greenland to beyond the tip

of Africa and into the Indian Ocean. The risks that tipping points carry are significantly larger than routine climate-induced disasters. AP
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At the Bonn climate talks in
Germany on June 8-18,
tipping points became an
unexpected source of debate
and controversy

�

India urged care and clarity in
using terms like “tipping
points”, which it said would
present challenges around
defining the idea and
cautioned against
mis-communicating or
oversimplifying the science

�

It is di�icult to project tipping
points in the climate because
of complexities in the climate
system and uncertainties in the
input data

Rishika Pardikar

Many scientists and science
communicators agree that 
clearly communicating 
scienti�c uncertainty is a good
thing because it builds trust
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O
n June 30, NASA launched a
daring robotic rescue mission —
a long shot to prevent one of its

ageing telescopes from vanishing into
dust. The $30-million operation is set to
last several months, kicking o� with the
launch of a robot designed to rescue the
Swift space telescope, which is currently
falling towards the earth.

At the time of writing, the rescue
spacecraft developed by the U.S. startup
Katalyst was slated to lift o� on June 30
at 10:23 GMT from a Pacific Ocean atoll
aboard a small rocket named Pegasus.

“Everything about this mission is so
crazy,” said NASA astrophysicist Regina
Caputo. She projected the chances of
success at “maybe 50-50.”

After it reaches an orbit near that of the
telescope, the robot must locate Swift,
manoeuvre around it, and latch on with
three ‘arms’. It will then try to tow Swift
into a stable orbit over at least a month.

NASA launched the Neil Gehrels Swift
Observatory in 2004, originally for a
two-year mission to study gamma-ray
bursts. Ms. Caputo likened these bursts to
a supercharged version of a supernova,

which is the explosive death of a star.
Swift was placed at a roughly

600-km-high low earth orbit so it could
remain in touch with researchers. At
such an altitude, the device without its
own propulsion would eventually drift
closer to the earth and burn up in the
atmosphere.

Rescuing a space telescope
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WHAT IS IT?

An artist's redition of the Swift spacecraft

observing a gamma-ray burst. FILE

Agence France Presse
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Women miners wearing plastic bags over their clothing, to protect themselves while searching for gold particles at an artisanal mining site in Mongbwalu, Ituri Province, on June

16. The latest Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, has mainly a�ected Ituri, with health o�icials struggling to enforce containment measures. AFP
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I
ndia’s latest industrial growth �gures show
that, contrary to global trends and overall
perception, the country’s industrial output

is getting stronger. Notably, the data show a quick
bounce-back in industrial performance after the
initial hit from the West Asia crisis. However, the
new data also raise some important concerns
about the composition of the growth, the systems
behind the recent data upgrades, and the need
for further improvements. Growth in the Index of
Industrial Production hit a �ve-month high of
5.1% in May 2026, up from the 4.9% growth seen
in April, which itself was a substantial improve-
ment over the performance in March — the �rst
full month after the West Asia crisis began. With-
in this, the manufacturing sector grew at a rela-
tively robust 5.5% in May, albeit slower than in
April. One view is that this is due to a revival in
domestic consumption, since the consumer dur-
ables and non-durables sectors also grew at mul-
ti-month highs. Consumer durables, especially,
have done well in April and May. However, the
contrary argument is that domestic demand is in
fact not doing well, and it is export growth that is
leading to higher production. This is bolstered by
the fact that GST revenues from domestic tran-
sactions have grown slower over the last six
months than in 2025-26 and the year before that.
Merchandise exports, on the other hand, hit a
four-year high in April followed by an all-time
high in May. It would certainly be welcome if In-
dia’s industry has global demand to �ll, but the
fact that more of this demand is not coming from
within the country is a cause for concern. The
economy is already hostage to world events.

The May IIP data were also accompanied by a
note from the Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (MoSPI) stating that it
had made a major change to the methodology for
computing growth for some sectors. It had aban-
doned the Wholesale Price Index as its chosen
de�ator to estimate the value of production in fa-
vour of the new Producer Price Index. This is a
more accurate approach. But it did not, however,
answer why this change was implemented belat-
edly and not when the new series of data was in-
troduced on June 1. It suggests an unusually un-
systematic approach by MoSPI. The strong
growth in the IIP also does not reconcile with the
fact that the Index of Eight Core Sectors — a sep-
arate government measure of industrial growth —
grew at its second-lowest rate in 21 months in
May. The core sector index is still outdated while
the other major indices have been recently up-
dated, but such a discrepancy nevertheless raises
questions about what exactly is being measured.

Data doubts
The latest IIP dataset raises more

questions than it answers

T
he controversy over introducing a third
language from Class 6 stems from an un-
resolved contradiction in the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020. At several places,
the NEP, rightly, extols the special importance of
English, especially in mathematics, science and
even legal education, and does not club it with
other “foreign” languages such as French or
Spanish. At the same time, it advocates the three-
language formula, with two languages required
to be native to India, one of them ideally the
mother tongue, in e�ect relegating English to the
status of a foreign language. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has implemented
this aspect of the NEP, ignoring other welcome
observations that the policy makes on language
learning. While introducing three languages from
Class 6, it said students in Classes 7, 8 and 9
should also study three languages, of which two
should be “Bharatiya”. Thus, if a student had ta-
ken French as a second language along with En-
glish, they would have had to forego French and
switch to two Bharatiya languages, one of which
would be entirely new to them. This could adver-
sely a�ect their Class 10 Board examination per-
formance, and render redundant the teaching ca-
pacity and resources schools had built in those
languages. Following backlash, the CBSE has said
that students in Classes 7, 8 and 9 need take only
one additional Bharatiya language if they had ta-
ken English and, say, Spanish. The third lan-
guage, moreover, will not be tested in the Class 10
examinations. These are, however, temporary ar-
rangements and the CBSE is going ahead with the
three language policy with two Bharatiya lan-
guages from Class 6.

Prudence demands that if the NEP is to guide
the Union government’s decisions, it should en-
sure language learning that serves the best inter-
ests of students. The policy speaks of the need for
“high-quality bilingual textbooks and teaching-
learning materials for science and mathematics,
so that students are enabled to think and speak
about the two subjects both in their home lan-
guage/mother tongue and in English”. Here, the
NEP places the mother tongue and English on an
equal footing if STEM is to be central to India’s
progress. In the same breath, it speaks of the im-
portance of learning languages such as Japanese
and German at the secondary level to enhance
students’ “mobility”. The government’s vision is
to skill Indians for cutting-edge jobs worldwide,
building the human capital needed to drive In-
dia’s development. Instead of atavistic relapses,
education initiatives should look ahead to serve
at least this vision, even if that model is open to
question. Given that the CBSE often becomes the
template for much of India, the better course
would be to teach the mother tongue and English
and, where resources permit and students de-
sire, o�er a third language of their choice.

Indian and foreign
Forcing students to learn at least two

Indian languages is not ideal

W
hen leaders make foreign policy
decisions, each may appear
reasonable in isolation. However,
their cumulative impact can be

strikingly di�erent from what was originally
intended. As Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the funeral of former Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, India’s deepening
engagement with Israel perhaps falls into that
category. What was once a mutually bene�cial
partnership between New Delhi and Tel Aviv
seems to have become more of a habit than the
product of serious strategic deliberation. Yet,
sound policy cannot be guided by the
momentum of habit, for habit and strategy often
pull in opposite directions.

A recon�gured region
For one thing, it is important to acknowledge the
gains from the partnership between India and
Israel. India has received considerable military
technology and know-how from Israel, as well as
expertise in intelligence gathering derived from
their extensive counter-insurgency experience.
However, the more important question is not
only what this relationship provides today, but
also what it forecloses over time. Judged on those
terms, the picture is not particularly encouraging.

West Asia has been undergoing one of its most
intense geopolitical recon�gurations in years, and
this one is di�erent in scale. For the past decade,
the region’s regional arithmetic has rested on the
assumption that Iran was a wounded,
sanctions-strangled actor whose reach could be
curtailed and ambitions contained. That
assumption has now been tested and found
wanting. American and Israeli military strikes on
Iranian facilities have not produced the strategic
calm that Tel Aviv had hoped for at the outset of
this costly campaign. Iran responded with
retaliatory missile and drone salvoes and, more
importantly, demonstrated that any blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz could not be easily
overcome by the rhetoric of carrier groups. Once
again, the geography of energy has become the
geography of coercion. The terms of the �nal
agreement quietly con�rm that Iran was not
broken.

The last three months have made it clear that
the United States-Iran confrontation is not a
distant geopolitical contest for New Delhi. It has
had a direct impact on India’s economy. Most of
India’s oil imports pass through routes vulnerable
to any prolonged con�ict in the Gulf. Whenever
the Strait of Hormuz becomes a �ashpoint, the
consequences are felt directly in Indian
households. It is here that the strategic canvas
becomes more complicated, with every
diplomatic choice carrying economic
consequences. Strategic �exibility requires
shunning comfortable alignments.

Many strategic analysts have long believed that
Washington’s policy towards Israel is �xed and

unchanging — a constant around which all
regional policy revolves. That assumption now
needs to be revised. The public di�erences
between Washington and Tel Aviv, re�ected in
U.S. President Donald Trump’s frequent
outbursts against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, are no mere diplomatic squall. They
appear to be genuine, notwithstanding Mr.
Trump’s well-known idiosyncrasies, because
Washington’s strategic calculus in West Asia has
changed faster than expected.

The U.S. urgently needs o�-ramps, while Mr.
Netanyahu, whose political survival is bound up
with escalation, has little interest in de-escalation
without achieving his maximalist objectives. The
friction becomes evident when the patron and
the client are at odds, and the once-blank cheque
starts to �oat.

Iran cannot be ignored
Thus, the perception of a shift towards Israel,
re�ected in Mr. Modi’s unexpected visit to Tel
Aviv (February 25-26, 2026) just before the U.S.
and Israel launched their coordinated attack on
Iran (February 28, 2026), becomes riskier when it
is made more explicit, as it could place India on
the wrong side of a regional recon�guration that
neither Israel nor any third party can control.
While Mr. Modi’s personal absence from
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s funeral is unsurprising,
the choice of India’s representatives is itself a
deliberate signal. Pairing Minister of State for
External A�airs Pabitra Margherita with Bihar
Governor Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (retired) —
himself a soldier-scholar shaped by
counter-insurgency experience — may be read as
a calibrated posture of political reassurance,
while also subtly re�ecting India’s religious
pluralism.

In other words, it re�ects a posture that has
internalised the war’s central lessons without yet
being willing to say aloud that Tehran’s coercive
capacity, demonstrated through the Strait of
Hormuz and the missile exchanges, cannot be
managed through the optics of Tel Aviv alone.
This choice conveys an important diplomatic
message of reassurance to Iran, which has
demonstrated that it remains a regional
heavyweight.

Moreover, Iran is a civilisational state with
deep-rooted political and ideological networks
across Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen, as well
as the proven capacity to generate economic
pressure that can bypass conventional military
deterrence.

A nation that can dictate cease�re terms to Mr.
Trump after absorbing punitive strikes from the
U.S. and Israel is not a nation that can be casually
discounted. China also appears poised to expand
its strategic and economic footprint in Iran,
making it imperative for India to exercise greater
caution. Greater alignment with Israel risks
pushing Tehran further into the China-Pakistan
strategic embrace.

There is also the matter of Europe, an
underutilised and undervalued element in India’s
economic planning. India must recognise that
Europe’s political landscape has turned against
Israel’s actions in Gaza and Lebanon in ways, and
at a pace, that would have been unimaginable
two years ago. 

More than sentiment, electoral arithmetic is at
work. And electoral arithmetic often shapes trade
policy and, eventually, the tone of bilateral
negotiations. India’s status-seeking desire to be
seen as a responsible international actor, rather
than merely a vast market, and its economic
ambitions in Europe — including the
operationalisation of the India-European Union
Free Trade Agreement — may come under closer
scrutiny in the context of its West Asia policy than
New Delhi anticipates.

What is unusual about the present moment is
that India has no option but to act strategically,
independently, and decisively. It has leverage
because it has maintained good relations with
many Arab Gulf states, from which millions of
Indian workers send remittances home. Although
Saudi Arabia may once again have found tactical
reasons to accommodate Rawalpindi (Pakistan),
India’s relationship with the United Arab Emirates
has grown even stronger. 

New Delhi’s historical ties with Tehran, though
constrained by shifting regional dynamics, have
not been completely severed. More
fundamentally, India’s sheer size combined with
its geostrategic attributes makes it an
indispensable stakeholder in any emerging
regional order. What India needs now is the
political will to wield its leverage e�ectively in
pursuit of clearly de�ned national objectives.

Beyond binary choices
India needs a su�ciently ambitious strategic
imagination. But that does not mean choosing
between Israel and Iran, for that would be far too
simplistic, and history rarely rewards such
simpli�cations. Herein lies the distinction
between an adaptive, alignment-driven foreign
policy — the kind that follows and adapts to
alignments forged by others — and an
architectonic foreign policy, which seeks to shape
its own strategic environment.

For a country that claims to be
‘Vishwabandhu’, it is important to recognise that
the credibility of such a claim will be tested in
moments such as these, when the world is
watching India’s words and actions. New Delhi’s
most valuable strategic asset in the coming
multipolar decade is its authentic voice as a
champion of the Global South, and every visible
alignment with Israel in a con�ict in which the
Global South overwhelmingly sympathises with
the Palestinians risks putting that precious capital
in jeopardy. The defence technologies provided
by Tel Aviv are undeniably valuable. But the
strategic price of appearing aligned in a con�ict
that has reshaped West Asia is no less real.

India’s ‘Israel habit’ meets West Asian realities

Vinay Kaura
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T
he United States government recently
directed American Arti�cial Intelligence
(AI) behemoth Anthropic to suspend

access to its most advanced Fable 5 and Mythos 5
models for foreign nationals on national security
grounds. A U.S. Presidential order also creates a
voluntary mechanism for the U.S. federal
government to access such models up to 30 days
before trusted partners can. The Trump
administration is simultaneously considering
equity stakes in leading AI companies, ostensibly
to redistribute the supernormal pro�ts expected
from technological advances.

These policy shifts are the latest and most
dramatic in a series of sovereign actions
demonstrating that governments are increasingly
shaping AI policy around national advantage.
Europe is moving away from its “regulate �rst,
ask questions later” approach by investing in AI
compute and promoting “Buy European” public
procurement. Meanwhile, in keeping with
President Javier Milei’s swashbuckling style, even
Argentina aims to attract AI investment by
o�ering a regulatory safe harbour.

Navigating AI geopolitics
Aggressive AI policy is the new normal. As a large
IT services economy that does not have its own
frontier AI systems — those requiring upwards of
ten septillion �oating-point operations to train —
India must review global developments and
articulate a coherent policy response that allows
it to bene�t from frontier technology without
letting its economic capabilities depend on policy
decisions made elsewhere.

India’s IT and app companies are well
positioned to scale the everyday use of AI, raising
domestic productivity and competitiveness. But
rapid di�usion and model dependence pull in
opposite directions: using foreign AI models
today is the only way to build the economic
surpluses needed to depend on them less in the
future. Businesses must use the best AI available

to outcompete rivals. They cannot, however,
manage the geopolitical risks that accompany
dependence on those technologies. This is where
public policy must step in. India’s discourse is
stuck in a false binary between globalisation and
industrial policy. India’s industries must bene�t
from both at the same time.

The lesson is already visible in another
strategic industry: Indian pharma is deeply
dependent on ingredients from China, and at the
same time, navigates wavering policy regimes for
market access in the U.S. A Production-Linked
Incentive promotes domestic manufacturing of
bulk drugs but NITI Aayog’s latest assessment
�nds that India still sources 65% of critical
ingredients from China. Industrial policies can
create footholds, not instant resilience.

Building strategic AI linkages
Frontier AI presents the same strategic dilemma,
but on a much larger scale. India’s spends 0.6% of
GDP on research and development, and the
private sector accounts for a third of this. OpenAI
alone projects its compute spending at $50 billion
this year, over six times India’s annual private
R&D spend. The implication is straightforward.

India cannot outspend frontier AI investment,
so it must instead deepen its backward linkages to
frontier AI through government action while
strengthening its forward linkages to global
markets for its products and services. This starts
with a whole-of-government approach, in which
ministries such as external a�airs coordinate
closely with commerce and it, and perhaps even
defence, energy, and telecom, to better serve the
technology industry.

Coordination alone, however, is insu�cient.
Firms can manage commercial risk through
contracts and diversi�ed supply chains. They
cannot insure themselves against geopolitical risk
or concentrated technological dependence; that
is the sovereign’s role. Like export credit and
hybrid-annuity infrastructure models, the

government should help underwrite risks that
private �rms cannot e�ciently bear alone. Export
credit recognises that �rms cannot shoulder
geopolitical risks on their own and insures them
against disruption. Hybrid-annuity contracts do
the same for long-gestation infrastructure by
having the state fund part of a project and make
�xed payments over time, rather than leaving
private capital to bear the full risk.

Industry must step up
And while the government can create the
conditions for success, competitiveness must
ultimately come from �rms themselves. For its
part, the Indian tech ecosystem needs to pay
attention to quality and innovation that makes
services and products valuable to the world.

There is less room for complacency than
India’s technology industry often assumes. The
Philippines generates $40 billion in IT exports
—already nearly a sixth of India’s IT exports — and
is growing faster than the global industry.

Similarly, Indian app companies have barely
made a dent abroad. No Indian app features
among the top 10 by downloads, in-app purchase
revenue, or monthly active users. This calls for
greater ambition from the industry itself.

Indian technology also needs a more coherent
strategic voice. Incumbent IT �rms remain
preoccupied with visas and market access, while
start-ups are consumed by regulatory frictions
and fundraising. Yet, both ultimately share the
same interest: ensuring that India remains deeply
connected to the world’s leading AI ecosystems
while steadily building greater domestic
capability.

The real contest in AI is not simply over who
builds the best models. It is about who captures
the economic and strategic advantages they
create. India’s objective should be clear: remain
deeply integrated with global AI ecosystems while
steadily reducing the strategic vulnerabilities that
such integration creates.

Reimagining sovereign AI for India’s strategic future
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Food safety
The Data Point column
(June 30), which has
highlighted a serious issue
that is often ignored — food
poisoning cases and food
safety — is timely. The
mushrooming of food
outlets and the proliferation
of street food pose a major
challenge to food safety.

academic burden, and the
reinforcement of gender
stereotypes undermining
the quality, neutrality, and
values that KV once
represented.

Dr. Ragi Chandran,
Chennai

academic year before the
summer break, in addition
to their holiday homework.
Some teachers promote
YouTube channels featuring
videos of students without
obtaining parental consent.
Equally troubling are
regressive messages in the
classroom. I find this
growing politicisation,

frequently asked to endorse
government initiatives,
while children are made to
recite oaths or participate in
online surveys through class
WhatsApp groups. Students
are also being burdened
with new online
examinations and are
expected to complete the
syllabus for the next

KV, a disturbing shift
As a former student and the
parent of two Kendriya
Vidyalaya (KV) students, I
am disheartened by the
institution’s decline. A KV
principal recently remarked
during a parent-teacher
meeting that the school had
become a testing ground for
the NCERT. Parents are

The reported sta� shortage
of 30% to 40% in the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India reflects
gross neglect of a critical
area of public health. The
statistical data e�ectively
underscore the gravity of
the problem.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad
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Madras, June 30: The Thanjavur Palace built by
the Nayak Rulers in 16-17 century AD, standing
on a 50-acre site, will be preserved as an
archaeological monument. Necessary repairs
will be carried out under a phased programme
to protect this historical structure. The
renovation will be undertaken by the State
Department of Archaeology.

The 90-feet high structure — the Bell Tower
with a �ight of steps to reach the top will be
restored to its original strength this year.

The Palace, in the middle of the town, was
maintained by the Public Works Department till
1972 when it reported that the centuries-old
building was in a very weak condition which did
not permit carrying out major repairs or
improvement. The PWD also felt that to take up
the repair work at great heights was a hazardous
process. The State Department of Archaeology,
which has already taken up the responsibility of
maintaining the Tirumalai Nayak Mahal in
Madurai will now preserve this Palace.

The Maharatta kings who ruled Thanjavur
after the Nayaks, evinced very keen interest in
the upkeep of the palace and spent large
amounts on its improvement.

Part of this mammoth structure now houses
the Art Gallery and the world-renowned
Saraswathi Mahal Library. Valuable
portrait-paintings of the Maharatta rulers adorn
the inner walls of the Palace but these have
su�ered heavy damage in the hands of
unscrupulous visitors. The Department will
preserve them too.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 1, 1976

Thanjavur Palace to be
preserved

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Cairo, July 1: In the Commons, replying to Com.
Kenworthy, with regard to the British
renunciation of the claims against Iraq
Government for the repayment of 94 lakhs in
respect of public works, Major Ormsby Gore said
the ownership of the Iraq railways built at the
British cost still rests with the British
Government. The question of their future was
still being discussed as also the liquidation of
certain claims on account of irrigation and other
stores.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 1, 1926

British claims against Iraq
government

A
s Karnataka welcomes a
new Minister for Urban
Development, there is
an opportunity to

rethink what makes a city healthy,
resilient, and equitable. Much of
the public conversation around
urban development tends to focus
on infrastructure and
technology-driven solutions. Yet
the true measure of a city’s
development lies elsewhere: in
how its systems support the health
and well-being of the people who
keep the city functioning. 

Among these are sanitation
workers, street sweepers, waste
collectors, drain cleaners, and
others who perform essential
services that sustain urban life.
Their experiences o�er a powerful
lens through which to understand
urban systems, particularly in an
era of climate change. 

Climate change is often
discussed in terms of rising
temperatures and environmental
degradation. But these impacts are
not experienced equally. They are
�ltered through housing
conditions, employment
arrangements, access to
healthcare, social protection, and
public infrastructure. In other
words, climate change is also an
urban governance challenge. 

Unequal experiences 
Across Karnataka’s cities,
sanitation workers spend long
hours outdoors. As heatwaves
become more frequent and
intense, exposure to extreme heat
is no longer an occasional
occupational hazard but a routine
reality. Heat stress can lead to
dehydration, exhaustion,
kidney-related illnesses,
cardiovascular complications, and
reduced productivity. 

Moreover, a signi�cant
proportion of sanitation workers
live in informal settlements where
access to basic services remains
uneven. Overcrowded housing,
poor ventilation, inadequate water
supply, and limited green cover
amplify exposure to heat. During
periods of extreme weather,
residents may struggle to secure

su�cient water for drinking and
cooling, while inadequate
drainage can increase
vulnerability to �ooding and
disease outbreaks. The result is a
double burden: workers are
exposed to climate risks both at
work and at home.

What does this say about the
health of our cities? Traditionally,
public health indicators focus on
disease prevalence, mortality, or
service coverage. While these
remain important, they often fail
to capture how urban systems
function in practice. A city may
have healthcare facilities, social
welfare schemes, and climate
action plans on paper, but
whether these systems reach
those who need them the most is
another matter. Sanitation
workers provide a useful
barometer of urban system
performance because they sit at
the intersection of multiple
systems. Their experiences are
shaped by municipal governance,
labour arrangements, housing
conditions, environmental
infrastructure, healthcare access,
and social protection policies. 

Consider healthcare access.
Many Indian cities have expanded
urban primary healthcare services
in recent years. Yet questions
remain about whether these
services are accessible to workers
whose health needs are closely
linked to occupational exposures.
Are primary health centres
equipped to respond to
heat-related illnesses? Are workers
aware of available services? 

Similarly, social protection
schemes often exist but remain
di�cult to navigate.
Administrative barriers, lack of
awareness, documentation
requirements, and fragmented
institutional responsibilities can
prevent workers from receiving
the bene�ts intended for them. 

These gaps become even more
signi�cant as climate change
intensi�es. Cities across India,
including Bengaluru, are
beginning to develop climate
action plans aimed at reducing
emissions and building resilience.

However, climate adaptation
cannot be limited to infrastructure
investments alone. It must also
address human vulnerability. This
requires a shift in how urban
development is understood.
Health must move from being
viewed as the responsibility of the
health department alone to
becoming a central consideration
across urban planning, housing,
and labour policies.

A climate-centric urban policy
For Karnataka’s cities, several
priorities emerge. First, climate
and heat considerations should be
integrated into occupational
health policies for municipal and
contracted sanitation workers.
Heat action plans need to include
worker protections such as access
to drinking water, shaded rest
areas, modi�ed work schedules
during extreme heat, and routine
health monitoring. Second,
investment in informal
settlements is paramount.
Improved housing, water access,
drainage, and green infrastructure
directly in�uence health outcomes
and reduce vulnerability to
climate-related risks.

Third, urban primary
healthcare systems should be
strengthened to respond to
climate-sensitive health
conditions. This includes training
healthcare providers, and
ensuring services are accessible to
workers. Fourth, cities need better
data; evidence on occupational
heat exposure, health-seeking
behaviour, healthcare costs, and
long-term health impacts among
urban workers remains limited.
Finally, urban governance must
become more integrated. Climate
resilience, public health, and
labour welfare are often treated as
separate policy domains. Yet for
sanitation workers, such issues are
inseparable. 

As Karnataka charts its urban
future, sanitation workers o�er an
important reminder: cities are not
de�ned by their infrastructure
alone. They are de�ned by the
systems that enable people to live,
work, and remain healthy. 

Need for inclusive, integrated climate action 
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Bhattacharya 
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Climate and
heat
considerations
should be
integrated into
occupational
health policies
for municipal
and contracted
sanitation
workers
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T
he high debt of the
Kerala government
hangs like the sword

of Damocles over the State’s
ability to borrow and invest.
The State’s �scal and revenue
de�cits are above the median
for the major 28 States. While
the 2026 budget envisages
growth-led �scal repair, the
debt crisis requires an imme-
diate solution, since the debt
is mainly incurred to �nance
current expenditure rather
than capital investment.

The �nancial stress is com-
pounded by the autonomous
operations of the Kerala In-
frastructure Investment Fund
Board (KIIFB) and Public Sec-
tor Enterprises (PSEs). The re-
sulting losses are glaring. With
revenue de�cit grants from
the Union Government now
being cut, covering these loss-
es becomes all the more criti-
cal. The massive liabilities, ex-
penditures, and interest
payments tie the hands of the
government, as a status report
to the State Assembly details.
Strikingly, the government’s
capital expenditure is a mere
1.3% of its Gross State Domes-
tic Product, one of the lowest
among Indian States. 

Immediate results 
The government needs to im-
prove the e�ectiveness of the
revenue-expenditure frame-
work urgently. A bigger draw-
down of Centrally Sponsored
Scheme funds, whose utilisa-
tion has been chronically be-
low entitlement, o�ers imme-
diate �nancing without
incurring new debt. The Spe-
cial Assistance to States for
Capital Investment scheme,
which are 50-year interest-
free capital loans from the

Centre, remains underused.
The 16th Finance Commis-
sion’s urban local body grants
o�er another avenue, provid-
ed municipalities collect taxes
that back those transfers. 

Moreover, the buoyancy of
tax revenue can be vastly im-
proved. Economic growth was
almost 10% last year, but taxes
grew by only 3%, signifying a
tax buoyancy of only 0.3. The
State must confront massive
revenue arrears and slash o�-
budget borrowings, as �agged
by the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General. Kerala can also
strengthen tax compliance by
overhauling its Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) administra-
tion, increasing GST registra-
tions, improving targeted tax
information systems, and en-
suring timely audits. GST reve-
nue growth was 3% in 2025-26
compared with 6% nationally. 

The government could also
explore fee increases across
departments to generate more
non-tax revenue. Priority sec-
tors would be port manage-
ment, building permits, min-
ing levies and forest produce.
There could be higher user
charges for high-end govern-
ment services such as special-
ised skill training. 

Long-term improvements 
Beyond quick �xes, a �scal re-
form agenda is in order, as a
report from Sacred Heart col-
lege outlines. Dealing with the
losses of the PSEs should have
priority. An independent re-
view is needed for KIIFB-fund-

ed projects. It is also high time
to implement tested models of
private participation in PSEs. 

A second area would be
sources of �nance. As in Indo-
nesia, a professionally go-
verned State intermediary can
help attract capital. Private in-
vestment can be made less ris-
ky by announcing transparen-
cy and predictability in policy.
The government may lease,
and not sell, land for indus-
trial zones and IT parks. Ur-
ban local bodies could access
capital markets through
bonds backed by property
tax, user charges, and land
lease income. Kerala diaspora
bonds could be RBI-compliant
instruments through which
NRIs can invest in projects. 

Third, the expenditure side
of the ledger needs a better
look. For every ₹100 in reve-
nue, ₹77 are pre-committed to
salaries, pensions, and inter-
est payments, cutting the
State’s governing capacity.
There is good rationale to em-
bark on pension reform. 

Fourth, errors of commis-
sion should be averted. En-
couraging mining in fragile
hilltops to earn revenue would
be self-defeating. Similarly, al-
lowing private participation in
sand mining would be des-
tructive as the damage
wreaked by environmental
destruction overwhelms any
taxes gained. While it is tempt-
ing to cut welfare programs in
the name of �scal austerity, it
would be a mistake to reverse
the schemes that give safety
nets to the extremely poor. 

Kerala’s development po-
tential is well-known, but the
�scal crisis is a roadblock to
realising it. The State must im-
mediately enact steps to in-
crease revenue within the ex-
isting �scal framework. 
Vinod Thomas is a former se-
nior vice president of the World
Bank; C. Veeramani is Director
of CDS, Thiruvananthapuram. 

Damocles’ sword over Kerala’s fortunes
The State needs to take steps to increase revenue within its �scal framework

Vinod Thomas 
C. Veeramani

W
hat began as a res-
ponse to the terrorist
attack by Hamas on

October 7, 2023, has prolonged in-
to a nearly three-year-long aggres-
sion resulting in over 73,000
deaths and about 1.8 lakh injuries
in the Gaza Strip. Children ac-
counted for 30% of these casual-
ties and 26% of the injuries. Israel’s
actions have been termed a geno-
cide by the UN Independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry in
its September 2025 report.

Though Israel has denied such
allegations, the Commission’s new
report released on June 18, 2026
has o�ered further evidence of Is-
rael’s violence. The report ob-
served that several acts of the Is-
raeli forces amounted to “war
crime of wilful killing and the
crime against humanity of exter-
mination.” The Commission’s in-
quiry conducted in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory and Israel ex-
amined violations and crimes af-
fecting Palestinian children. It not-
ed how Israeli soldiers mocked
and weaponised symbols of child-
hood in Gaza. The report has cap-
tured various cases, showing how
a systematic and deliberate in�ic-
tion of harm has been imposed on
the children in Gaza. The report
highlighted that the children killed
in Gaza represented around 2% of
its entire child population. As per
the report, the conditions of life
imposed by Israel in Gaza has de-
prived the children access to
schools and food, resulting in mal-
nourishment among children. 

The Commission concluded
that Israel has deliberately carried
out acts in�icting bodily harm on
thousands of children. It stated
that much of this harm was not in-
cidental but “intended to destroy
the existence of Palestinians in Ga-
za”. To read more about the re-
port, please see this link
newsth.live/justiceinterview

UN report captures Israel’s crimes against Palestinian children
The children killed in the Gaza Strip by Israeli security forces represent around 2% of the region’s entire child population

Sambavi Parthasarathy
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K
erala and Tamil Nadu are
among the most socially and
economically advanced States
in India. Yet, the �nances of

both governments, like those of most
other States, are under stress. The White
Papers recently released by the two
governments described their outstanding
debt as alarming. State government debt
is often vili�ed as the result of �scal
mismanagement. But it may, in fact,
re�ect a mismatch between development
aspirations and the limited �scal capacity
of State governments.

The �scal dilemma
Debts build up over the years with
de�cits, which arise when the
government’s expenditure overshoots its
tax and other receipts. In India, while the
power to raise taxes rests largely with the
Union government, a larger share of
overall government spending is borne by
the State governments. A majority of the
State government expenditure is on social
sectors, such as health and education,
and economic sectors, such as agriculture
and irrigation, all of which have a direct
impact on people’s lives and livelihoods.
In Kerala, the high levels of State
government spending on social sectors
since the 1960s have been a central
constituent of the public action driving
social progress. Compared with the
corresponding average for all Indian
States, per capita State government social
expenditure was higher in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu (by 30% and 20%,
respectively). In contrast, it was markedly
lower in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh (by 35%
and 40%) (for the period 2020-23,
according to an analysis based on State
Finances: A Study of Budgets, Reserve
Bank of India).

States meet their expenditures partly
through their own revenues — which
mainly include State Goods and Services
Tax (SGST) and sales tax — and through
�scal transfers, grants, and loans from the
Union government. Kerala has a
su�ciently good record of mobilising
own-tax revenues, which, on a per capita
basis, are 1.5 times the average for all
Indian States and Union Territories.
However, its share in the Union
government’s tax devolution to States was
1.92%, lower than its 2.6% share of India’s
population in 2023–24.

The excess of expenditures over
receipts has been met through market
borrowings by the States, on which the
States pay interest (Charts 1 and 2). 

Of the limited �nancial resources at its
disposal, Kerala has been able to direct
only 10% towards capital expenditure to
enhance future production capabilities.
The rest was spent on revenue, or
day-to-day expenditure. Approximately a
�fth of the State’s budget expenditure was
on the salaries of government employees,
mainly teachers, nurses, doctors, and
police personnel. Pensions accounted for
15.3%, while interest on market
borrowings accounted for 16.5% of the
total budget expenditure (Chart 2). 

The investment challenge faced by
Kerala
Kerala is thus caught in a �scal dilemma.
If it tries to create more �scal space by
reducing revenue expenditures — cutting
pensions, retrenching employees — it
risks eroding its strengths in the social
sector. At the same time, Kerala urgently
requires large-scale, State-directed
investments in infrastructure, higher
education and research, and public
transport, if it is to realise its potential in
modern, knowledge-intensive economic
sectors. Educated young people are
leaving Kerala in large numbers because
the State is unable to create educational
and employment opportunities that meet
their aspirations.

In Kerala, the government’s weak �scal
capacity contrasts with unmistakable
signs of private a�uence (lavishly built
houses, expensive cars, and a high
density of gold shops), threatening to
exacerbate inequalities. 

The ratio of credit to deposits of
scheduled commercial banks in Kerala is
only around 66%, compared with the
national average of 76% and ratios
exceeding 100% in Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu (2023). The excess of bank
deposits over bank credit is one indicator
of the volume of unutilised savings in
Kerala. Between 2016 and 2026, the State
government’s capital expenditure could
have been at least doubled if Kerala had
been able to channel at least part of its
surplus savings into investment (Charts 3
and 4). 

The borrowing opportunity for
China’s local governments
In China, the bigger chunk of the massive
investments that have boosted economic
growth has been undertaken by provinces
and lower-level local governments. Local
governments borrow heavily to �nance
these investments, drawing on the large
pool of domestic savings held by Chinese
banks, while their e�orts are coordinated
through central government planning.
China’s local governments raise resources
through the sale of local government
bonds (LGBs), land sales, and o�-budget borrowing via local government �nancing

vehicles (LGFVs), supplementing �scal
transfers by the central government.

In India, not only have there been
limits on borrowing by State
governments, but the cost of their debt
has also been markedly high. State
governments pay interest of 6.5% to 7.5%
on the securities they issue, known as
State Development Loans (SDLs), to
borrow from the market. This is 0.25 to
0.75 percentage points higher than the
rate at which the Union government
borrows and signi�cantly more expensive
than the cost of borrowing by Chinese
local governments from their banking
system (around 2%). 

The high interest burden further
tightens the debt noose around State
governments.

The State and Union government
bonds issued in India are largely
purchased by domestic �nancial
institutions, including commercial banks

and insurance companies, which deploy
the savings they mobilise from the public
to support government �nances. In e�ect,
the debt the government owes is a debt to
its own people. A government that
borrows to fund projects that expand
welfare and opportunities is serving a far
greater cause than a tight-�sted
government. 

A family would prefer that its savings,
rather than being wiped out to send their
child to study in a distant land, be used to
establish a public university in their
district. 

We need �scal structures that enable
State governments to access domestic
savings more easily and at a lower cost to
fund meticulously planned development
projects. 
(Jayan Jose Thomas is a Professor of
Economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi and a visiting
researcher at the South Asia Institute of the
Heidelberg University.)

The �scal tightrope for State govts.
Most State government expenditure is on social sectors, such as health and education, and economic sectors, such as agriculture and irrigation. In Kerala, such

spending has driven social progress since the 1960s. The gap between expenditure and receipts is usually �nanced through market borrowings.

ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST

�

State government debt builds
up over the years when
expenditure exceeds tax and
other receipts. While the Union
government raises most taxes,
States bear a large share of
public spending.

�

States meet their expenditures
partly through their own
revenues, including State
Goods and Services Tax (SGST)
and sales tax, and through
fiscal transfers, grants, and
loans from the Union
government.

�

The excess of expenditures
over receipts has been met
through market borrowings by
the States, on which the States
pay interest.

Jayan Jose Thomas
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MNREGA funds
allegedly unpaid by
the Union government

17
in ₹ crore. Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday

alleged that the Narendra Modi

government was not paying pending dues

of ₹17,144 crore to the States and Union

Territories towards MGNREGA wages. He

also alleged that the government has

imposed the VB-G RAM G scheme on

States, increasing the financial burden on

them by 40 per cent. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Rise in wrong-side
driving prosecutions 
in Delhi in 2026

98
in per cent. Prosecutions for

wrong-side driving rose by 

98 per cent, and challans for

unauthorised parking went up by 36.5 per

cent in Delhi in the first six months of 2026

compared with the corresponding period

last year, according to official data. The

police intensified enforcement after a push

from Delhi Lieutenant Governor Taranjit

Singh Sandhu. PTI

Bengal govt’s package
for development of
tribal areas in the State

350
in ₹ crores. West Bengal

Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari on Tuesday

said his government has asked the Tribal

Development department to prepare a

special package of ₹350 crore for

developing Adivasi-dominated areas in the

State, while accusing the previous

Trinamool Congress dispensation of

neglecting their welfare. PTI

Number of illegal
water connections 
cut in Mumbai 

2257
Maharashtra

Cabinet Minister

Uday Samant on

Tuesday said that as many as 2,257 illegal

water connections have been cut in

Mumbai in the last six months, and more

such actions will follow. The issue was

raised by BJP MLC Rajhans Singh. These

unauthorised connections were being used

for construction activities. PTI

Deaths higher than
expected during
France heatwaves

300
French health officials

said on Tuesday that

there were at least

300 more deaths than expected during a

five-day heatwave in May. Apart from the

May heatwave, France experienced a

record-breaking heatwave of 11 days

earlier this month that scientists link to

climate change. REUTERS
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X

QUESTION 1

An easy one. In 2008, this
documentary, which follows the
life of a young girl in rural
Varanasi, won the Oscar. Name
the documentary and its director. 
X

QUESTION 2

Documentary film making
became more mainstream in the
1930s and 1940s due to a
movement in the U.K which
wished to use films to educate
the masses. What was the
movement called? Who was it led
by? 
X

QUESTION 3

Triumph of the Will, Olympia and
Victory of the Faith are

documentaries directed by
the same person. Name the
film maker. Also, mention the
other commonality that these
films have.
X

QUESTION 4

This documentary won the
National Film Award for Best
Investigative Documentary in
the 1990s. Last month, the
director of the film alleged
that his documentary was
removed from YouTube for
being “too violent”. Name the
film and the director. 
X

QUESTION 5

Which was the first Indian
documentary to be
nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Documentary
Feature?

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1.Einstein’s Special Relativity paper was first published in
this journal. Ans: Annalen der Physik

2. The original German title of Einstein’s 1905 paper on
Special Relativity. Ans: Zur Elektrodynamik bewegter

Körper (On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies)

3. According to Special Relativity, this physical quantity
remains invariant for all inertial observers. Ans: The speed

of light in vacuum (c)

4. This paradox describes a travelling twin returning younger
than the twin who remained on Earth. Ans: The Twin

Paradox.

5. This 1905 paper was published after his Special Relativity
paper and is often regarded as completing the “miracle
year”. Ans: Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon Its

Energy Content? (introducing mass-energy

equivalence)

Visual: This interferometer was used in a landmark 1887
experiment which paved the way for Einstein's Special
Theory of Relativity. Ans: The Michelson-Morley

experiment

Early birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Sukdev Shet| Bhavya
Pandey| Prem Nath Tiwari

THE DAILY QUIZ

Alferd Hitchcock once said, “In feature �lms the director is God; in documentary �lms
God is the director”. A quiz on documentaries

X

Visual question: This duo won the Best Documentary Feature
at the 97th Academy Awards. Name them and the film. 
REUTERS

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Joan Sony Cherian

What is the origin of the word
“bootleggers”? (V. Ramkumar,
Chennai)
“Bootleggers’, as you know, are people
who brew and sell illicit liquor. The word
was �rst coined in the United States in the
mid-19th century. It gained popularity
within America, however, when the
country went through a “dry spell”
(prohibition) between 1920-1933. People
who were fond of hard drinks had to
depend on ‘bootleggers” to wet their
palates.

Bootleggers brewed whiskey in the
outskirts of towns and cities. As it was
illegal to sell whiskey in the open market,
the dealers had to �nd ingenious ways of
bringing the bottles into towns and cities.
One method they employed was to hide
the bottles inside the tall boots they used
to wear. Since they hid the bottles in their
boots they began to be called
“bootleggers”!

Nowadays, the word is being used in a
very general sense. When you say that
someone is bootlegging, it doesn’t
necessarily imply that he is making or
selling illicit liquor. He could be making
copies of videotapes and selling them
illegally. Video piracy is a form of
bootlegging. Here are a few examples:

Prakash was caught bootlegging
Windows 2000 CDs.

Amrit bought a bootleg CD of last
night’s concert.

How is the word “alias” pronounced?
(V. Kishore, Secunderabad)
The “a” in the �rst syllable is like the “ay”
in “day”, “hay”, and “may’. The “i” is
pronounced like the “i” in “sit”, “bit”,
and “�t”, while the following “a” sounds
like the “a” in “China”. The stress is on
the �rst “a”.

What is an alias? Your o�cial name
may be Kishore, but at home everyone
may be calling you Ravi. Ravi is your alias.
An alias is a name by which a person is
also known. Sometimes, people give a
false name deliberately; this can also be
called an alias. Here are a few examples:

Ramanujam, alias Ravi, is arriving in
Bangalore tomorrow.

The well-known criminal used several
aliases.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “He left for America after a
three-day state visit” or “He left for
America after a three-days state
visit”. (Lenin, Chennai)
The �rst sentence is correct. You talk
about a “three-day visit”, ‘two-week
holiday’, “�ve-month vacation”, etc. You
do not say three days visit, or �ve months
vacation. In these examples, “three-day”,
“�ve-month”, and “two-week” are
functioning as adjectives. Here are a few
more examples:

We are planning to go on the
fourteen-day cruise next year.

Sailaja’s four-page document was well
written.

How is the word “vide” used? Can I say
“The material was dispatched vide our
invoice no....”? (Zatneer, Hyderabad)

“Vide” is a Latin word meaning “look
at” or “refer to”. Formal letters referring
to an earlier correspondence always make
use of this word. 

Your sentence implies that you sent the
material through the invoice. It is not
possible to do that! You could however
say, "We have dispatched the materials as
per our agreement (vide letter dated....)”. 
Published in The Hindu on February 20,
2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

I
n October 1962, the world held its
collective breath. For thirteen
agonising days, the United States
and the Soviet Union stood

eyeball-to-eyeball, their �ngers hovering
over nuclear triggers. The Cuban Missile
Crisis had brought humanity to the
absolute precipice of thermonuclear
annihilation. This was not merely a
political stando�; it was the terrifying
zenith of the Third Industrial
Revolution—an era where human
scienti�c genius and industrial mass
production had successfully automated
the mechanics of global extinction.
Strategic Air Command was put on
DEFCON 2, and millions of families
watched their televisions in terror,
wondering if the dawn would bring the
end of civilisation.

It was against this apocalyptic
backdrop, with the literal survival of the
human race hanging in the balance, that
an aging, ailing Pope John XXIII decided
to intervene. Behind the scenes, the Pope
acted as a critical diplomatic bridge,
exchanging secret, urgent messages with
both John F. Kennedy and Nikita
Khrushchev, pleading for restraint. The
crisis eventually receded, but the
terrifying realisation of how close the
world had come to self-destruction,
permanently altered the course of papal
history.

Just months later, in April 1963, while
actively dying of stomach cancer, Pope
John XXIII issued his �nal, most profound
legacy to the world: the papal encyclical
‘Pacem in Terris’ (Peace on Earth). Written
in the raw, trembling wake of
near-catastrophe, it was a radical
document. For the �rst time in history, a
Pope addressed an encyclical not just to
the Catholic hierarchy, but to “all men of
goodwill”. It was a desperate, eloquent
appeal to human reason, arguing that
peace could not be built on a balance of
terror or a mountain of industrialised
weaponry, but only on the bedrock of
mutual trust, human rights, and the
moral law.

The anatomy of a Ponti�cal encyclical
This grand tradition of the Church
stepping directly into historical �res did
not begin—nor did it end—with the Cuban
Missile Crisis. A papal encyclical (derived
from the Greek enkyklios, meaning
‘circular’) is a formal pastoral letter sent
by the Pope to guide the world through
urgent geopolitical, economic, and
technological upheavals.

The publication of Pope Leo XIV’s
landmark encyclical, Magni�ca
Humanitas (Magni�cent Humanity),
directly continues this prophetic lineage.
It positions itself alongside historical,
legal and moral landmarks like Pope Leo
XIII’s Rerum Novarum (1891) and Pope
John XXIII’s Pacem in Terris (1963). To
understand its weight, one must unpack
the distinct mechanisms of an encyclical:
its historical background, its persuasive
power (how it shapes global discourse),
and its canonical validity (its authority
under Catholic canon law).

The perils of the industrial
revolutions
Encyclicals do not emerge in a vacuum;
they are reactive, serving as a moral

mirror to global revolutions. Far from
being disconnected responses to separate
crises, the social encyclicals of the Church
form a continuous, 135-year theological
lineage. Each document marks a
socio-economic intervention at a
di�erent, compounding stage of the
Industrial Revolution, where
technological progress threatened to
outpace human ethics.

Driven by the First and Second
Industrial Revolutions (mechanisation
and mass production), Rerum Novarum
(1891) addressed the soot-choked reality
of the working class. It defended workers’
rights, unions, and the concept of a ‘just
wage’ against unregulated capitalism and
Marxist state socialism, asserting that
human labour is not a mere commodity.

Forty years later, during the rise of
massive �nancial cartels and corporate
monopolies, Pope Pius XI introduced the
principle of subsidiarity in the encyclical
Quadragesimo Anno (1931). It argued that
centralised powers—whether states or
mega-corporations—must not strip local
communities or individuals of their
agency.

Pacem in Terris met the Third
Industrial Revolution head-on,
confronting the automated, systemic
danger of nuclear weapons by advocating
for interstate relations grounded in
universal human rights rather than
military might. In Laborem Exercens (1981)
Pope John Paul II defended the “priority
of labour over capital”, as early
computerisation and microprocessors
began to automate factory �oors. He
asserted that machines and software are
merely tools, and that the human being
must always remain the active subject of
work, never a passive object to be
optimised.

Pope Benedict XVI warned in Caritas in
Veritate (2009) against the “Technocratic
Paradigm”—an ideological mindset where
“what is technically possible becomes
morally permissible”, fracturing truth and
genuine human relationships. Pope
Francis in Laudato Si’ (2015) expanded

this critique by bridging digital ethics with
environmental devastation, arguing that
modern technological systems view both
nature and human data as raw resources
to be extracted and manipulated for
pro�t.

The Nexus of Magni�ca Humanitas
Issued on the 135th anniversary of Rerum
Novarum, Pope Leo XIV’s Magni�ca
Humanitas marks the latest structural
shift in this lineage, explicitly targeting
the Fourth Industrial Revolution data
monopolies, and advanced arti�cial
intelligence. 

By confronting algorithmic bias,
corporate data concentration,
autonomous weapon systems, and the
risk of viewing humanity as a dataset to
be optimised, the text modernises the
Church’s ancient defence of human
dignity for the digital era.

In Catholic Canon Law, the authority of
an encyclical is highly nuanced. It falls
under the category of the Ordinary
Magisterium (the everyday teaching o�ce
of the Pope). An encyclical is generally
not an exercise of papal infallibility. It
does not usually decree immutable
dogma. However, it is far more than a
mere personal opinion; it is an o�cial,
authoritative document meant to guide
the conscience of the universal Church.
According to the Code of Canon Law, the
faithful are required to give the Ordinary
Magisterium a ‘religious submission of
intellect and will’. While it does not
demand the absolute theological assent of
de�ned dogma, it mandates respectful
adherence and intellectual docility from
Catholics.

The canonical validity of a new
document like Magni�ca Humanitas relies
heavily on its seamless synthesis with
prior texts. By pulling the principle of
subsidiarity from Quadragesimo Anno to
�ght data monopolies, and the priority of
labour from Laborem Exercens to critique
AI deskilling, Pope Leo XIV ensures his
arguments are an organic evolution of
Church law rather than a sudden rupture.

If an encyclical’s canonical validity
binds the internal Catholic conscience, its
persuasive power is what sways the
secular world. The in�uence of the
Papacy rests entirely on moral authority
and philosophical persuasion. By utilising
natural law methodology — the idea that
certain moral truths regarding human
dignity are discoverable through human
reason alone — the text bypasses purely
sectarian barriers to reach secular
policymakers.

Rather than issuing a blanket,
anti-technology condemnation, the
encyclical adopts the posture of an
“informed critic”. This strategic nuance is
exactly what draws tech leaders and
global regulators into the conversation.

Babel vs. Jerusalem
Ultimately, this century-long line of papal
encyclicals represents the Church’s
continuous e�ort to ensure that
technological progress serves humanity
rather than dominating it. Just as Pope
John XXIII used the terrifying clarity of
the Cuban Missile Crisis to demand a
world ruled by moral order rather than
nuclear fear, Magni�ca Humanitas
operates on the same dual front.

In Magni�ca Humanitas, Pope Leo XIV
captures this historical struggle through
two vivid biblical images: humanity’s
choice between constructing the Tower of
Babel or rebuilding Jerusalem. Babel
represents the prideful, unbridled pursuit
of technical power as an end in itself—a
path that inevitably leads to the reduction
of human beings into disposable datasets.
Jerusalem represents a community
structured around justice, relationship,
and the absolute recognition of human
dignity. As the gears of the Industrial
Revolution continue to turn from steam to
software, this papal lineage serves as a
vital reminder: humanity’s true
magni�cence lies not in the supreme
power of its machines, but in its capacity
for justice, conscience, and love.
(Faisal C.K. is Deputy Law Secretary to the
Government of Kerala. Views are personal.)

Papal encyclicals through eras of
industrial and technological change
From addressing workers’ rights in Rerum Novarum to the nuclear precipice in Pacem in Terris and the algorithmic frontiers of Magni�ca

Humanitas, modern papal encyclicals have drawn attention to key ethical questions in response to geopolitical, economic, and technological shifts

A call to reflect: Pope Leo XIV signing his first Encyclical Letter ‘Magnifica Humanitas’ in The Vatican. AFP

Faisal C.K.
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The expenditure depart-
ment under the Finance
Ministry has cleared a Bud-
get proposal entailing an
allocation of ₹1.25 lakh
crore for India Semicon-
ductor Mission 2.0, as the
country looks to advance
global chip-making ambi-
tions and cement its posi-
tion as a semiconductor
destination for the world,
according to sources.

The approval is signi�-
cant as it is higher than the
outlay of ₹76,000 crore
earmarked for ISM 1.0.

Sources said that the Ex-
penditure Finance Com-
mittee has greenlit the
₹1.25 lakh crore outlay for
ISM 2.0, and that the same
will be placed before the
Union Cabinet. 

The Budget, in Febru-
ary, had sought to give a
big boost to the country’s
manufacturing prowess
announcing, among va-
rious measures, the se-
cond edition of India Semi-
conductor Mission with a
broad objective to promote
chip manufacturing eco-
system in the country co-
vering equipment, mate-
rials, indigenous designs
and related components. 

The Centre has main-
tained that Semiconductor
Mission 2.0 announced in
the Union Budget signals
India’s deep commitment
to chip manufacturing,
with a focus on semicon-
ductor equipment, mate-
rials, indigenous intellec-
tual property and resilient
supply chains.

FinMin panel
clears Budget
proposal of 
₹1.25 lakh cr.
for ISM 2.0

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Tuesday upheld an NCLT order
directing Jet Airways’ liquidator to pay provident
fund (PF) and gratuity dues to workmen and
employees in full. The NCLAT rejected pleas by
SBI and other banks that payment of PF, gratuity
and pension fund dues be part of the liquidation
estate, where they would be subjected to
competing claims from various creditors under
the IBC distribution mechanism.

NCLAT upholds order to pay
PF dues to Jet Airways sta� 

INBRIEF
�

Almost a week after stepping down as chairman
of Trent, Noel Tata announced on Tuesday that
he would also relinquish the chairmanship of
another Tata group �rm, Voltas. Addressing
shareholders of the leading cooling products
maker in its 72nd AGM, Mr. Noel Tata, 69, said
this would be his last AGM as Chairman of Voltas.
“As you might be aware, this will be my last
annual general meeting as Chairman,” Mr. Noel
Tata said in his address to shareholders. PTI

After Trent, Noel Tata to step
down as Voltas chairman

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd. (AP-
SEZ) and Mediterranean
Shipping Company (MSC)
Group’s terminal arm, Ter-
minal Investment Ltd.
(TiL), have announced a

de�nitive agreement un-
der which TiL will invest
$1.397 billion to pick up a
49% stake in Adani Vizhin-
jam Port Private Ltd.
(AVPPL) that operates the
Vizhinjam port in Kerala. 

The move is expected to
enhance volume visibility
and ramp-up incremental

cargo at Vizhinjam port.
“The strategic collabo-

ration represents the single
largest foreign private in-
vestment in Indian port in-
frastructure and cements
Vizhinjam’s emergence as
a dominant transshipment
gateway in the Indian
Ocean region,” APSEZ said.

“Vizhinjam port has
emerged as a premier
transshipment hub and
ramped up at an unprece-
dented pace, becoming the
�rst Indian port to earn the
unique distinction of cross-
ing 2 million TEUs within
18 months,” said Ashwani
Gupta, whole-time direc-

tor and CEO, APSEZ.
TiL is one of the world’s

largest container terminal
operators and part of the
MSC Group, comprising a
portfolio of over 100 con-
tainer terminals in �ve con-
tinents with a throughput
of over 70 million TEUs
annually.

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

MSC arm to buy 49% stake in Vizhinjam port for $1.4 bn

The Union Finance Minis-
try on Tuesday extended
the customs duty exemp-
tion on import of petro-
chemical products by
another 15 days as it seeks
to ensure a smooth transi-
tion for the domestic ma-
nufacturing industry rely-
ing on them for feedstock
and intermediates.

At the peak of the West
Asia con�ict, on April 2,
the government an-
nounced the waiver to en-
sure uninterrupted supply
for domestic manufactur-
ing industries. 

“As the situation is gra-
dually normalising, to en-
sure a smooth and non-dis-
ruptive transition for the
a�ected sectors, it has
been decided to extend the
said exemption by a furth-
er period of 15 days, that is,
till July 15,” the Finance Mi-
nistry said in a statement.

The exempted items in-
clude anhydrous ammo-
nia, methanol, acetic acid
and polyvinyl chloride.

Govt. extends
customs duty
exemption on
petrochem
imports 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

W
ith Iran and
Oman setting
up a Joint Hor-

muz Committee to come
up with a framework for
the management of the
Strait of Hormuz, tracker
agencies have reported a
surge in transits across the
strait, including west-
bound ships entering the
strait for loading cargo.

Early last week, Iran and
Oman’s ministers met and
agreed to set up a joint
committee. 

But Iran, saying its role
in managing the strait was
not being recognised,
launched a drone attack on
a ship transiting through
the Omani route.

On Thursday ( June 25),
the foreign ministers of
Iran and Oman spoke on
the phone and agreed to
move forward on talks. 

On Monday ( June 29),
Kazem Gharibabadi, Depu-
ty Foreign Minister of Iran,
met with Abdulaziz Al Hi-

nai, Oman’s Minister of
State for Foreign A�airs, to
mark the �rst meeting of
the Joint Hormuz Commit-
tee in Muscat, Oman. Mr.
Gharibabadi posted on X
that he discussed with his
Omani counterpart the fu-
ture management of the
strait and the sovereignty
of coastal states.

Despite a surge in at-
tacks by both sides last
week, ship transits over
the week of June 22-28 in-
creased 70% over the pre-
vious week, as per Lloyd’s

List data. More than 240
ship transits happened last
week, compared to some
130 the previous week. 

Almost all the increase
came across the non-Ira-
nian route, presumably
along Oman, and these
had no links to Iran. Four
Indian ships that had ap-
plied for permission from
both the nations for tran-
siting continue to be an-
chored inside the Gulf, as
per marinetra�c.com

Ships not related to Iran
accounted for almost the

entire increase in tra�c,
indicating that both the
northern Iranian and the
southern Omani routes are
now popular among ship-
pers seeking to evacuate.
Signi�cantly, Lloyd’s List
records 85 ships moving in-
to Persian Gulf last week.

The MoU calls for 60
days of toll-free tra�c, fol-
lowing which a mutually
agreed framework will
need to be put in place. 

While Iran has indicated
a preference for tolls,
Oman, last week, signed
on to a Gulf Cooperation
Council statement that
called for no tolls. 

In 1968, the two sides
proposed an inbound and
outbound channel with a
bu�er in between, in the
middle of the strait, for
ship transit; this became
the norm and was accept-
ed by the International
Maritime Organization, but
there was no mention of
sovereignty, tolls, or gover-
nance then. Iran has said it
has mined these channels
during the current war.

Surge in ship tra�c across
Hormuz as Iran, Oman talk

Smooth sail: Ships not related to Iran accounted for almost the

entire increase in tra�ic. AFP

With the Joint Hormuz Committee set up to �nalise future framework for ship transits, tracker

agencies reported rise in transits across the strait, including west-bound ships for loading cargo

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

Fintech �rms’ small ticket
personal loan defaults rose
to 6.4% in March this year
from about 4% in March
2024, signalling potential
asset quality risks, accord-
ing to Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s Financial Stability Re-
port (FSR) June 2026.

Small ticket loans refer
to borrowings less than
₹50,000. Delinquent loans
are de�ned as loans due
for 90-170 days.

Unsecured retail loans
constitute about 70.5% of
�ntech �rms’ loan books
and about half of them
were extended to borrow-
ers under 35 years of age.
An overwhelming share of
Indian small borrowers re-
sort to loan apps, mostly
due to accessibility.

Fintech �rms now con-
trol more than half of the
small ticket personal loan
market followed by NBFCs
with a smaller but substan-
tial 30.7% of such loans.
Banks had more than 20%

of the market in March
2024 and this came down
to 10% as of March 2026.

These small value loans
increased 41.6% in �ntech
�rms as of March 2026,
from less than 15% in the
same period last year. 

The gross non-perform-
ing asset ratio of NBFCs as
a whole is likely to rise to
2.8% of outstanding loans
by March 2027 from 2.4% a
year earlier. Of the 174
NBFCs that underwent
stress test, seven may fall
short of the 15% minimum
capital norm, the RBI said.

‘Fintechs’ personal
loan defaults rose’

Small value loans rose 41.6% in

fintech firms as of March 2026.

The Hindu Bureau 
MUMBAI

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) said it
is targeting to invest about
₹1,900 crore in research
and development (R&D) by
FY2030. CIL spent ₹61
crore on R&D in FY24,
which surged to ₹245 crore
in FY25 with the establish-
ment of the National
Centre for Coal and Energy
Research (NaCCER).

Norms laid down by the
Department of Public En-
terprises mandate annual

R&D expenditure of an av-
erage 1% of the entity’s pro-
�t before tax from the pre-
ceding three years.
NaCCER is supervising 19
R&D projects at an outlay
of ₹225 crore. 13 more pro-
jects dealing with pilot-
scale research and proto-
type development are un-
derway at CIL’s three
Centres of Excellence.

CIL subsidiary Eastern
Coal�elds Ltd has an agree-
ment with Canada’s Ergo
Exergy for underground
coal gasi�cation.

CIL targets ₹1,900-cr.
FY2030 R&D spend 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prompting a potential boost to India’s export of
hydrocarbons, the Union Finance Ministry late
on Tuesday lowered the export duty on diesel to
₹8.5 per litre and aviation turbine fuel (ATF) to
₹7.5 per litre, while increasing the export levy on
petrol to ₹4 per litre. The rates are applicable for
the fortnight commencing July 1. In addition to
this, the government expanded the number of
countries exempted from the levy to include
Mauritius and Maldives.

Export duty on diesel, ATF
reduced; petrol increased

Riding on the demand for
electric vehicles (EVs)
since the outbreak of the
West Asia con�ict, Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
Ltd. (TMPV) on Tuesday
launched the all-new Sier-
ra.ev at price starting
₹18.79 lakh (ex-showroom). 

The top most variant is
priced at ₹24.79 lakh. De-
liveries will commence
from July 2026.

The launch of the Sier-
ra.ev comes at a moment
when electric mobility de-
cisively is moving into the
mainstream.

Structural shift
Strong customer con�-
dence, improving total cost
of ownership, the rapid
scale-up of charging infras-
tructure, and a maturing
ecosystem are driving a
structural shift in adoption
with EVs transitioning
from early adopters to a
compelling, everyday mo-

bility choice, said Shailesh
Chandra, MD & CEO, Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
Ltd.

Stating that the book-
ings for the EVs had gone
up three times over the
past months, he said, “The
Sierra has always stood for
more than just mobility. It
has been an icon of innova-
tion, aspiration and pro-
gress, bringing the future
closer to customers.”

“When reintroduced, it
once again broke new

ground by creating India’s
premium mid-SUV seg-
ment. Today, with Sier-
ra.ev, we are taking that le-
gacy forward and setting a
new benchmark for what
an uncompromised premi-
um SUV can be in the elec-
tric era. Combining excep-
tional real-world range,
exhilarating performance,
intelligent technology, in-
dulgent comfort and go-
anywhere capability, the
Sierra.ev delivers an SUV
experience that is as desir-

able as it is transforma-
tive,” he said.

Sierra.ev, the mid-SUV
segment sits at the heart of
India’s SUV market,
shaped by a new genera-
tion of customers who see
their vehicle as a re�ection
of their lifestyle, ambitions
and identity. 

“As EVs move �rmly into
the mainstream, desirabili-
ty will be the de�ning cata-
lyst for adoption. The Sier-
ra.ev is designed to lead
that shift. More than our
most advanced SUV yet, it
is a bold expression of the
future – making electric
mobility more appealing,
accessible and compelling
than ever before, while ac-
celerating India’s journey
towards a cleaner, zero-
emission future,” he
added.

The new Sierra was in-
troduced seven months
ago and the company has
so far sold 40,000 units.
Now, the EV version will
add to the volume, compa-
ny o�cials said.

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles
unveils Sierra.ev at ₹18.79 lakh
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The launch of the Sierra.ev comes at a moment when electric

mobility decisively is moving into the mainstream. BY ARRANGEMENT 

ACME Group and IHI Cor-
poration’s green ammonia
joint venture 4,05,000
tonnes per annum (TPA)
project, which is being es-
tablished in Gopalpur, Od-
isha, has been certi�ed un-
der Japan’s price gap
support program by the
Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METI)
and the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism pursuant to
the Hydrogen Society Pro-
motion Act.

The grant has been gi-
ven under Contract for Dif-
ference (CfD) Subsidy, a
key pillar of Japan’s long-
term hydrogen strategy.

According to Japan go-
vernment estimates, the
value of the Grant under
CfD Subsidy to ACME - IHI
JV project is reported to be 

$3 billion. Japan will
provide price support for
2,28,000 TPA of clean am-
monia supply capacity
from the Gopalpur project,
helping bridge the cost gap
between green and con-
ventional ammonia for va-
rious Japanese o�-takers
for a 25-year period start-
ing September 2030 for
delivery of clean ammonia
to Japan.

Additionally, 1,77,000
TPA of the Gopalpur pro-
ject’s capacity has been
earmarked under Japan’s
Long-Term Decarbonized
Power Source Auction
(LTDA), to further under-
pin project assurances for
the JV to supply decarbo-
nised fuel into Japan’s pow-
er sector over a long-term
horizon.

The ACME – IHI Green

Ammonia JV project is be-
ing developed as a world-
scale green ammonia ex-
port hub powered entirely
by renewable energy. It is
being established at Tata
Steel SEZ Industrial Park at
Gopalpur district of Odisha
and is expected to be com-
missioned by July 2030.

Anil Taparia, CEO,
ACME Green Molecules Bu-
siness said, “The selection
of our Gopalpur joint ven-
ture under Japan’s clean
hydrogen CfD scheme, to-
gether with LTDA support
for capacities at Gopalpur
and Paradip, is an impor-
tant milestone for ACME.”

“These approvals pro-
vide long- term revenue
visibility across our green
ammonia portfolio and
materially strengthen the
bankability of our projects
while supporting the ob-
jectives of India’s National
Green Hydrogen Mission
and Japan’s decarboniza-
tion framework,” he ad-
ded. ACME Group has al-
ready started another
Green Ammonia project in
Paradip, Odisha, with a
production capacity of
8,00,000 TPA to be com-
missioned by 2029. It has
signed a Green Ammonia
Purchase Agreement with
Solar Energy Corporation
of India for 370,000 TPA,
creating a domestic o�take
base. A further 83,000 TPA
has now been awarded un-
der the LTDA programme
for supplies to Japan. 

ACME–IHI JV
receives Japan’s CfD
subsidy for Green
Ammonia project

The value of the
Grant under CfD
Subsidy to the
project is reported to
be $3 billion

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Chennai-headquartered
Sanmar Group said it was
mulling foray into the wa-
rehousing segment. “At a
group level, we are looking
at a plan that we expect to
announce later this year.
We are evaluating ware-
housing among a few other
sectors. It is still early
days,” Vijay Sankar, Chair-
man, The Sanmar Group,
said during a press meet.

Sanmar Engineering, a
part of The Sanmar Group,
will commemorate its 50th
anniversary on July 1,

2026, marking a milestone
in the history of joint ven-
ture ( JV) partnerships bet-
ween India-based business
houses and leading Ameri-
can corporations.

Sanmar Engineering
would make investments

into manufacturing capaci-
ty expansion, product de-
velopment, customer-
speci�c application deve-
lopment, and market
segment diversi�cation.

B. Visweswaran, Manag-
ing Director, Sanmar Engi-
neering, said, “Flowserve
Sanmar is expanding seal
system and gas panel ma-
nufacturing capacity with
a new plant at Kunnapattu
village, Thiruporur, near
Chennai. Xomox Sanmar is
expanding capacity from
80,000 valves per year to
150,000 valves per year at
its facility in Viralimalai,
Tamil Nadu.” 

“Anderson Greenwood
Crosby Sanmar is investing
in advanced digital test
benches and cryogenic
testing facilities, apart
from a new o�ce space in
Viralimalai. BS&B India has
continued to develop cus-
tom-engineered products
in the segment such as De-
fense, Space, Nuclear Pow-
er, and Emerging Technol-
ogies,” he added.

Narayan Sethuramon,
Vice Chairman, Sanmar
Matrix Metals, informed
that the company manu-
factured products for me-
tro coaches and for Vande
Bharat coaches.

Sanmar eyes foray into warehousing
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Vijay Sankar
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P
resident Donald-
Trump has pro-
mised to make U.S.

prescription drug prices
the cheapest in the world,
but a closely watched Med-
icaid pilot programme
could expose the limits of
the buy-in among mid-
sized and smaller pharma-
ceutical companies.

The administration con-
vinced 17 of the largest glo-
bal drugmakers to sign
deals o�ering lower prices
comparable to what is paid
in other developed coun-
tries, referred to as ‘most-
favoured-nation’ pricing.
E�orts to get the rest of the
industry on board have
run into delays lobbyists at-
tribute to tepid interest.

Speculative number 
The White House has said
the most-favoured-nation
agreements already signed
represent some 86% of the
U.S. branded drug market
by sales. It said the pro-
gramme would generate
$64.3billion in federal and
state savings over the next
10 years, but that number
is speculative.

About half of those sav-
ings would come from
state governments, which
still have until September
to decide whether they
want to participate in the
program. Moreover, the pi-

lot is a 5-year programme
and the $64 billion �gure is
over a decade.

The application period
for the U.S. Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices’ pilot in its Medicaid
programme for more than
80 million low-income
Americans was extended
twice from its original
March 31 deadline and �-
nally wrapped up on June
11. Companies participat-
ing would o�er the Medi-
caid insurance programme
drug prices based on what
other countries pay for �ve
years.

Limited upside 
“We don’t have the
breadth of drugs on the
market that we can cut
deals,” Ionis Pharmaceuti-
cals CEO Brett Monia told
Reuters, adding that his

company and others had
been invited to come to ar-
rangements. “But at the
end of the day, we don’t
see the upside of cutting a
deal,” he said.

Mid-size companies like
Ionis account for the deve-
lopment of most new inno-
vative medicines, Monia
said, but have di�erent bu-
siness models than big
pharma companies and of-
ten rely on licensing deals

with overseas partners to
commercialise drugs out-
side the U.S.

Four industry lobbyists
said that based on feed-
back from pharmaceutical
companies, mid-sized and
smaller drugmakers have
not been lining up to sign
up for the programme.
With fewer drugs than larg-
er rivals, cutting prices
could have a dramatic im-
pact on their bottom line,
they said.

“There is no real up-
side,” one lobbyist said, ad-
ding that companies are
likely to “steer away” from
any voluntary initiative
that limits pricing autono-
my. The lobbyist spoke
anonymously because they
were not authorized to
speak publicly about the
issue.

A CMS spokesman said

drug manufacturers ex-
pressed “robust interest”
in the model and that CMS
received a signi�cant num-
ber of applications from
manufacturers.

White House push 
The Medicaid pilot is one
of several Trump initiatives
aimed at most-favoured-
nation pricing and reduc-
ing U.S. drug spending,
which was $60 billion for
Medicaid alone in 2024.

Out of 19 of the next lar-
gest drug companies con-
tacted by Reuters, only Ja-
pan’s Astellas con�rmed it
had applied for the pro-
gramme. The company’s
largest drug, prostate can-
cer treatment Xtandi, was
developed and commer-
cialised with P�zer, which
previously signed a deal
with the administration.
U.S. sales accounted for
around 45% of Astellas’
2025 revenue.

“We determined that
this application represents
the most constructive path
forward in a complex and
rapidly evolving policy en-
vironment,” an Astellas
spokesperson said in an
email.

Reviewing options 
Two other companies with
substantial U.S. business
-Germany’s Bayer and Ja-
pan’s Daiichi Sankyo - said
they were still reviewing
their options, despite hav-
ing missed the deadline to
apply. The other 15 compa-
nies contacted by Reuters

declined to comment on
the programme or did not
respond.

Deals the large drug
makers signed committed
them to lowering prices on
some of their drugs sold in
Medicaid, but the details
are not public.

Analysts have said the
pilot’s impact will be miti-
gated by the fact that Medi-
caid price discounts ex-
ceed 80% of list price in
some cases, potentially
putting them on par with
foreign nations, which typ-
ically pay about a third as
much as the U.S.

Drugmakers that do not
sign onto the Medicaid pi-
lot could be subject to two
other potentially mandato-
ry CMS pilot programmes
that could set drug prices
for the larger U.S. Medicare
insurance programe for ol-
der Americans as soon as
October. Medicare drug
spending is around two to
three times the size of the
Medicaid programme.

Industry groups PhRMA
and BIO have said they be-
lieve these programmes
would be illegal. BIO ar-
gued in letters to CMS that
the programmes go
beyond the agency’s auth-
ority and violate constitu-
tional principles. 

It made similar argu-
ments about elements of
former President Joe Bi-
den’s In�ation Reduction
Act, which pushed drug
pricing cuts on dozens of
medicines paid for by
Medicare.

Trump’s push for world’s lowest drug
prices hits snag with mid-sized �rms 

Wrong pill: The $64 billion savings is over a decade. REUTERS

Government already reached deals with 17 of the largest drugmakers; only Astellas con�rmed application for Medicaid programme; companies

participating would o�er drugs for US Medicaid at lower overseas prices; U.S. drug spending was $60 billion for Medicaid alone in the year 2024

Reuters
NEW YORK/SAN DIEGO

Four industry lobbyists
said based on feedback
from pharmaceutical
�rms, mid-sized and
smaller drugmakers
have not been lining up
to sign up for
programme

FOCUS

Ferrari and BMW are roll-
ing out new models featur-
ing lightweight,cost-e�ec-
tive aluminium wiring,
accelerating a shift away
from copper, the dominant
material in electric wiring
since the invention of the
electric battery two centu-
ries ago. The decisions fol-
low similar moves by Tesla
and Chinese EV makers
and re�ect a broader in-
dustry trend forecast to af-
fect around 2% of global
copper demand this year,
according toJPMorgan.
Even more copper could
be switched to aluminium
in the coming years be-
cause of a structural rise in

copper prices, driven by
shortages of the metal and
with increased demand
from the green-energy sec-
tor and data centres.

Lower prices 
Companies across several
sectors are migrating to
aluminium because of far
lower prices and compara-
ble performance, accord-
ing to Reuters interviews
with 18 carmakers, cable
and air-conditioning com-
panies, metals producers
and consultants. Ferrari
and BMW said they chose
aluminium in part because
of its lighter weight.

Record copper prices
Substitution of alumini um
for copper has come in
waves over two decades,
but record copper prices in
late January, peaking close

to $15,000 per metric
tonne, added weight to the
case for switching to alumi-
nium. Forecasts for global
supply fall short of those

for demand for more than
the next decade.

Ferrari, which already
uses aluminium for its bo-
dies, engines and chassis,

told Reuters it started using
the lightweight metal for
power cables on its 296 hy-
brid sports car last year.
Ferrari has since intro-

duced aluminium wiring
into other models, includ-
ing the Luce, its �rst ever
EV launched last month.

Saving 20% weight
The move saves up to 20%
of the total wiring weight,
said Ferrari communica-
tions executive Dario
Esposito.

“We are not choosing
aluminium because it’s
cheaper, we choose the
material that has better
performance,” he said.

But the metal is, in fact,
much cheaper — currently
about $3,100 a tonne, or
about a quarter the price
of copper.

Germany’s BMW said it
�rst used aluminium con-
ductors in 2011 in its sub-
compact 1 series and pro-
gressively expanded
substitution in hybrids and

EVs. Currently, it uses a
large number of alumini-
um cables in both high and
low-voltage systems in its
latest eDrive EV technolo-
gy, launched last year. The
world’s fourth-biggest au-
tomaker, Stellantis, also re-
cently started swapping
copper wiring for alumini-
um, said an industry
source. Stellantis declined
to comment.

Price vs. performance
Chinese EV parts supplier
JONVER has seen sales of
aluminium wiring pro-
ducts jump this year to
about 30% of its sales from
about 20% in 2023, said
sales director Feng Lu.

Norwegian aluminium
producer Hydro said sales
of aluminium heating-and-
air tubing as a copper sub-
stitute have steadily grown

in recent years. Hydro CFO
Trond Olaf Christophersen
said the company expects
to gain market share as alu-
minium rapidly replaces
copper in the sector in fu-
ture years.

Xavier Mathieu at
France-based Nexans, the
world’s second-biggest ca-
ble manufacturer, said ma-
nufacturers will still buy
copper at higher prices be-
cause it performs better in
certain applications.

Copper prices now
stand at more than 4.2
times the price of alumini-
um. Several issues compli-
cate �rms’ decisions to
swap, including U.S. tari�s
and the huge amount of
energy needed to produce
aluminium, which means
more greenhouse gas emis
sions. Also, aluminium is
cheap but less e�cient.

Ferrari and BMW join Tesla, China in switch to aluminium

Reuters
LONDON/SHANGHAI

New alternative: The BMW i3 electric vehicle is displayed at the Auto China 2024 in Beijing. REUTERS
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Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix are making
one of the biggest bets yet on the arti�cial
intelligence boom with investments worth
hundreds of billions of dollars, but the planned
capacity build out is stoking fears of a painful
reckoning if AI spending cools.

The tech giants won praise - and a deep bow -
from President Lee Jae Myung after throwing
their weight behind the government’s
semiconductor push, in an apparent departure
from a previously restrained approach to
capacity expansion shaped by decades of painful
boom-and-bust cycles in the memory industry.

Doubling chip output 
Under the plan, the government hopes South
Korea can double its memory chip production
capacity within �ve years. Samsung and SK Hynix
will also accelerate construction of fabs in the
existing Yong in semiconductor cluster,
shortening the 7-12 year timelines and bringing

additional capacity
online sooner.

Together, the
world’s two biggest

memory chipmakers pledged3,200 trillion won
($2.07 trillion) of investment, encompassing a
new 800 trillion won chip cluster in the country’s
southwest as well as previously announced
projects. South Korea is emerging as a major
winner from the surge in global AI investment,
driven by Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix’s
commanding position in high-bandwidth
memory (HBM) chips essential for advanced AI
processors. Shares of SK Hynix and Samsung
Electronics have gone up 307% and 179%,
respectively, so far this year.

The announcement comes as customers
ranging from AI hyperscalers to electronics
makers such as Apple press for more memory
chips amid a global shortage. But analysts note
that chip plants take years to build and ramp up,
meaning much of the new capacity will not arrive
until well into the next decade. “We see memory
pricing remaining a function of demand and
supply, and accelerating capex over the next
decade further increases the risk of an
oversupply longer term,” saidMorningstar analyst
Jing Jie Yu. The memory chip boom remains
reliant on whether AI hyperscalers would keep
expanding at the current rate, he added.

Pushed ‘too quickly’
Lee Jong-ho, a professor at Seoul National
University’s Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering, said the investments
appeared to have been pushed through too
quickly. “It is the kind of investment that could
determine a company’s future,” he said.

“No one knows what the situation will look like
three years from now. We need to respond
quickly while demand is strong, but after that,
demand is uncertain and decisions should be
made cautiously.”

Samsung, SK
Hynix chip
gamble tests AI
optimism 

Chipping in respect: South Korean President Myung and

SK Group Chairman Tae-won. VIA REUTERS

Reuters
SEOUL
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Indonesia is to start its na-
tional B50 fuel mandate, a
blend of 50% palm-based
diesel and 50% conven-
tional diesel, on Wednes-
day as part of its push for
energy independence, but
slumping oil prices and
costlier palm oil threaten
its viability, analysts say.

The plan to alter the mix
of the blend, among the
world’s boldest attempts to
substitute imported diesel
with locally-produced bio-
fuel, to 50% bio-diesel
from 40% was revived in
response to a spike in
crude prices following the
outbreak of the Iran war af-
ter being shelved in Janu-
ary due to tight funding.

Indonesia will no longer
have to import diesel from
this year, Energy Minister
Bahlil Lahadalia said.

Oil slips
However, Brent crude fu-
tures slid for a third
straight month in June,
down 21% to about $73 a
barrel, on rising supply fol-

lowing an interim peace
deal between the U.S. and
Iran. Palm oil prices have
stayed elevated on likely
stronger biofuel demand.

These factors led palm
oil to become more than
$260 per metric tonne
more expensive than die-
sel in June, potentially
eroding the economics

that underpinned the poli-
cy shift.

Sustain feedstock
“The real test now is
whether the government
can sustain the higher
feedstock and funding re-
quirements of B50,” said
Aryan Mithiborwala, bio-
fuels analyst at Rystad
Energy. 

Price gap
“The durability of the poli-
cy will depend on whether
the biodiesel-diesel price
gap remains narrow
enough to keep subsidy
costs manageable even af-
ter the con�ict-driven
boost to oil prices fades,”
he added. 

B50 will be primarily
used in public transport
buses, trucks and heavy
machinery, farming ma-
chinery, ships and diesel

power plants.
Palm oil typically sells at

a premium over diesel so
the government plugs the
gap to keep biodiesel rates
a�ordable, using proceeds
from palm oil exports levy
that goes to the Indonesia
Plantation Fund, BPDP. In-
donesia is the world’s big-
gest exporter of palm oil.

Palm oil traded at a pre-
mium of nearly $400 per
tonne over diesel in Janu-
ary and February, before
�ipping to a discount of
around $150 per tonne in
April, following the Iran
war, LSEG data showed.

BPDP chief Eddy Abdur-
rachman said the current
export should be enough
to support B50 if crude oil
trades at around $85 a bar-
rel and crude palm oil re-
mains around $1,000 a
tonne.

Energy think-tank Insti-

tute for Essential Services
Reform(IESR) has calculat-
ed that no subsidy is need-
ed when the price of a ton
of crude palm oil (CPO) is
less than 10 times a single-
barrel of crude. But if it is
higher, then a subsidy is re-
quired. For example, when
crude was at $120 a barrel,
no subsidy would be need-
ed even if CPO was at
$1,200 per tonne.

Currently, however,
crude is priced at around
$72 a barrel while palm oil
is at more than $1,100 a
tonne - which is over 15
times the price, making a
subsidy necessary.

“As long as Plantation
Fund has su�cient ba-
lance, it will not be a pro-
blem. But if they don’t
have su�cient funds, go-
vernment has to make up
the di�erence,” IESR ED
Fabby Tumiwa said.

Indonesia biofuel mandate faces test on oil price

Reuters
JAKARTA

Price dynamics: A biodiesel 50% fuel dispenser at a temporary

petrol station in Cirebon, West Java, Indonesia. REUTERS
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Handing President Donald
Trump a stinging defeat,
the U.S. Supreme Court on
Tuesday rejected his auda-
cious attempt to restrict
birthright citizenship in
the United States — a right
long woven into the fabric
of American society — scut-
tling one of his top priori-
ties in his crackdown on
immigration.

The 6-3 ruling marked
the second time this year
that the court has invalidat-
ed a major Trump initia-
tive, following its February
decision to strike down his
sweeping global tari�s.

The judges upheld a
lower court’s decision that
blocked Mr. Trump’s exec-
utive order directing U.S.
agencies not to recognise
the citizenship of children
born in the United States if

neither parent is an Ameri-
can citizen or legal perma-
nent resident, also called a
“green card” holder.

Challengers to Mr.
Trump’s order argued that
it violates language in the
U.S. Constitution’s 14th
Amendment that confers
citizenship to those born in
the United States who are
“subject to the jurisdiction
thereof”.

Mr. Trump, who has re-
peatedly tested the limits
of presidential power in

domestic and foreign poli-
cy, issued the order last
year on his �rst day back in
o�ce as part of a suite of
policies to crack down on
legal and illegal
immigration.

Critics have accused the
Republican President of ra-
cial and religious discrimi-
nation in his approach to
immigration.

The Supreme Court
weighs in on what it means
to be an American citizen
just ahead of the July 4 ho-
liday when the United
States marks the 250th an-
niversary of its founding.

Ahead of the ruling,
some experts had estimat-
ed that Mr. Trump’s direc-
tive could a�ect the legal
status of as many as
250,000 babies born each
year and could require the
families of millions more to
prove the citizenship sta-
tus of their newborns.

Court rejects Trump bid to
limit birthright citizenship

Donald Trump 

Reuters
WASHINGTON

X

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Monday he will nominate

Keith Sonderling to be the Secretary of Labour, elevating him from

the agency’s acting director two months after Lori Chavez-DeRemer

resigned. “Keith has proven his dedication to delivering strong

results,” Mr. Trump posted on Truth Social. AP

Trump announces nomination 
of Sonderling as Labour Secretary 

WASHINGTON

AFP

T
wo U.S. envoys ar-
rived in Qatar on
Tuesday for talks

with mediators about the
implementation of an in-
itial deal to end the war in
Iran, an o�cial said.

The visit by Steve Wit-
ko�, U.S. President Donald
Trump’s special West Asia
envoy, and Jared Kushner,
his son-in-law, comes after
a weekend of cross�re in
the Persian Gulf over ef-
forts to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz to shipping tra�c.

The envoys won’t be
having direct negotiations
with Iranian diplomats
while in Qatar’s capital,
Doha, said Majed al-Ansari,

a spokesperson for Qatar’s
Foreign Ministry. Instead,
mediators are working for
the time being as go-bet-
weens for the talks, which
won’t include any high-le-
vel o�cials, he added.

The U.S. and Iran have
held indirect negotiations
before. However, the two
previous rounds collapsed
and preceded the 12-day
war Israel launched against
Iran in 2025 and this year’s

war, launched jointly by
the U.S. and Iran on Febru-
ary 28.

Iran is also sending a de-
legation to Qatar this week.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
qaei said that Iran has had
no plans for a meeting with
the American side at any
level in the coming days.

“What will take place in
Doha tomorrow is a discus-
sion with the Qatari side
about implementing parts
of the memorandum of un-
derstanding, including the
release of Iran’s blocked as-
sets,” Mr. Baqaei told press-
persons at his own brie�ng
on Tuesday. It is possible
the two sides could ex-
change messages through
the Qatari mediators.

The U.S. and Iran agreed
to an interim deal earlier
this month that calls for
Tehran to dilute its stock-
pile of enriched uranium.
It also waives U.S.-backed
oil sanctions on the coun-
try, calls for free tra�c
through the Strait of Hor-
muz and gives each side 60
days to hammer out broad-
er agreements.

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian said that
Qatar plans to release $6
billion in frozen Iranian as-
sets. A U.S. o�cial, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity because of the
sensitive negotiations, con-
�rmed the release amount,
saying it would be used to
buy U.S. food products for
the Iranian people.

Trump’s envoys in Qatar; Iran says
no plan for direct talks with the U.S. 

The talks in Doha comes after a weekend of crossfire in the Persian

Gulf over e�orts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz. REUTERS

Witko� and Kushner will not meet Iranian diplomats directly while in Qatar, and discussions are not expected to involve

high-level o�cials, says Doha; the Iranian side will hold negotiations with Qatari o�cials on the implementation of the MoU 

Associated Press
DUBAI

The World Health Organi-
zation voiced concerns on
Tuesday about potential
disease outbreaks in Vene-
zuela with local health ser-
vices overwhelmed follow-
ing deadly earthquakes.

“The health services are
under extreme pressure
now, with facilities operat-
ing beyond the capacity,”
spokesperson Christian
Lindmeier told a press con-
ference in Geneva, noting
the surge in trauma cases.

The toll from the earth-
quakes has risen to 1,943,

National Assembly Presi-
dent Jorge Rodriguez said
on Tuesday. 

Recorded injuries,
meanwhile, rose to 10,571,

according to him.
“There’s an increased

risk now of outbreaks of
vaccine-preventable dis-
eases” such as measles and

diphtheria, said Mr. Lind-
meier, due to low pre-
earthquake vaccination
coverage, as well as yellow
fever, and other vector-
and water-borne diseases,
including malaria, dengue,
chikungunya and Zika.

He said Venezuela’s In-
terim President Delcy Ro-
driguez had reported that
38 hospitals had been af-
fected by the twin
earthquakes.

UNHCR said it needs an
estimated $14.85 million to
scale up protection, and
provide core relief items
and temporary shelter sup-
port for people.

WHO sounds alarm on disease outbreaks
in Venezuela amid post-quake relief e�orts
Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Residents search through the rubble of a building that collapsed in

the earthquakes in La Guaira, Venezuela, on Tuesday. AP

U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer pledged on Tues-
day to spend an extra £15
billion to modernise Bri-
tain’s depleted armed forc-
es in a long-delayed invest-
ment plan that is designed
to prepare for the wars of
the future and mark his
legacy.

In what is most likely his
last major policy announ-
cement, Mr. Starmer said
the Defence Investment
Plan went further than a

previous draft that prompt-
ed his ally, John Healey, to
resign as Defence Minister
this month. Mr. Healey had
accused Mr. Starmer of fail-
ing to secure enough mo-
ney to keep Britain safe.

Mr. Starmer will take his
plan — which foresees
spending of nearly £80 bil-
lion a year by 2029 — to An-
kara for a NATO meeting
on July 7 to 8, where he will
want to signal that Britain
was on the path to meet its
commitment to reach de-
fence spending of 3.5% of
GDP by 2035.

Starmer pledges 
£15 bn to modernise
U.K.’s defence forces 
Reuters
LONDON

Myanmar’s authorities
have denied a request for
ASEAN’s special envoy to
meet its deposed and de-
tained democratic leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, an admi-
nistration spokesperson
said on Tuesday.

The military plunged
Myanmar into civil war in
2021 when it staged a coup
ousting the Nobel Peace
Prize laureate and ending a
decade-long experiment
with democracy.

After �ve years of mili-
tary rule, coup leader Min
Aung Hlaing this year sur-
rendered his post as armed
forces chief to take over as
President after tightly res-
tricted elections excluding
Ms. Suu Kyi’s party.

“Aung San Suu Kyi has
been prosecuted under the
law and is serving sentenc-
es,” Myanmar presidential
o�ce spokesperson Kha-
ing Khaing Soe told press-
persons in Naypyidaw.

“Therefore she is not al-
lowed to meet with inter-
national representatives.”

Myanmar denies
ASEAN request for
meeting with Suu Kyi 
Agence France-Presse
NAYPYIDAW

X

Russia on Tuesday said it shot down 419 Ukrainian drones over the

country overnight, including in the Moscow region, where a

six-month-old baby was killed. Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy said his forces struck a satellite communications site in

the Moscow region for the second time in a week. AFP

Russia ‘shoots down’ 419 drones;
Ukraine says satellite site struck 

MOSCOW

REUTERS

Dousing the heat

Firefighters use water cannons to spray residents at Heroes Square to help them cool o� during a severe heatwave in Budapest, Hungary, on

Tuesday. A national heat record dating back to 2007 was broken when temperatures reached 42 degrees Celsius in the country. REUTERS

Cuba’s government said on
Tuesday that months of ne-
gotiations with the United
States, which is applying
maximum pressure to the
island to try to bring about
a change in governance,
had shown “no progress”.

“The discussions bet-
ween the Cuban and U.S.
governments are showing
no progress,” Foreign Mi-
nister Bruno Rodriguez
told a press conference,
adding that “despite all
that” Havana “will remain
open to dialogue”.

Washington has
cranked up pressure on
the communist island in re-
cent months, imposing an
energy blockade and sever-
al rounds of sanctions that
have deepened an already
dire economic crisis.

Cuba FM says
‘no progress’
in talks with
United States

Agence France-Presse
HAVANAThe U.S. Supreme Court on

Tuesday lifted restrictions
on the amount of money
political parties can spend
in coordination with indivi-
dual candidates, in a case
that could impact Novem-
ber’s midterm elections.

The conservative-domi-
nated top court ruled 6-3
that the limits on coordi-
nated campaign spending
violate the First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which guarantees
free speech rights.

The case was brought by
President Donald Trump’s
Republican Party, which
stands to potentially bene-
�t more from the easing of
the campaign �nance res-
trictions than Democrats.

Mr. Trump welcomed
the decision in a Truth So-
cial post. “A big win for Re-
publicans and, more im-

portantly, The First
Amendment!” he posted.

The six conservative jus-
tices on the Supreme
Court, including the three
nominated by Mr. Trump,
joined the majority opi-
nion authored by Justice
Brett Kavanaugh while the
three liberals dissented.

At issue in the case were
the limits on the amount of
money political parties can
spend to support indivi-
dual candidates under the
Federal Election Campaign
Act. In Citizens United, a
landmark 2010 case, the
Supreme Court lifted res-
trictions on campaign
spending by corporations,
unions and other outside

groups. But political par-
ties were still restricted on
how much they could
spend on advertising, for
example, in coordination
with individual candidates.

Supporters of the law ar-
gued that it curbs potential
corruption and prevents
wealthy donors from fun-
neling money through a
political party to a candi-
date of their choice.

In his ruling, Mr. Kava-
naugh said the campaign
spending restrictions con-
stituted a “severe infringe-
ment on First Amendment-
protected political
speech.” 

Senate Democratic mi-
nority leader Chuck
Schumer condemned the
court’s ruling. “Trump’s
MAGA Supreme Court just
gave the very wealthy and
big-money special interest
groups the green light to
buy elections,” Mr. Schum-
er said in a statement.

Democratic leader
slams ruling; says SC
has ‘given green light
to wealthy groups 
to buy elections’

U.S. Supreme Court lifts
campaign spending curbs
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

X

Police in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir on Tuesday arrested the leader

of the Joint Awami Action Committee (JAAC), an outlawed political

group that has led weeks of protests over legislative seats reserved

for refugees, o�icials said. Shaukat Nawaz Mirfaces sedition charges

for allegedly inciting violence during protests. AP

JAAC leader arrested in PoK after
protests, charged with sedition

MUZAFFARABAD

AFP
X

A roof collapse at a tutoring centre in the eastern Pakistani city of

Lahore killed at least 14 children and injured five on Tuesday,

o�icials said. Workers had been repairing tiles on the decrepit

building when the roof gave way and crushed the youngsters, a

witness said. The children killed were aged between 4 and 12. AFP

Roof of tutoring centre collapses in
Pakistan, killing at least 14 children

LAHORE

AP 

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

15Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Chennai World

One of the most important surviving pieces of an-
cient Etruscan artwork went on permanent dis-
play at Rome’s National Etruscan Museum of Villa
Giulia on Tuesday, after the state stepped in to buy
the frescoed tomb.

Named after the archaeologist who unearthed
it in 1857, the François Tomb was a richly decorat-
ed burial chamber in the ancient city of Vulci, a
centre of power for the Etruscan civilisation.

The Italian state spent €15 million ($17 million)
on a series of celebrated frescoes found in the cen-
tral hall of the tomb, which were painted between
340 and 320 BC, combining scenes from Greek
mythology with episodes from Etruscan history.

“The François Tomb is one of the great trea-
sures of archaeology, in particular, of Etruscan
culture. It tells the story of families, heroes, gods,
and warriors of the Etruscan time,” said Luana To-
niolo, head of the Villa Giulia museum. 

The Etruscans dominated large swathes of cen-
tral Italy before the rise of ancient Rome and
helped shape early Roman culture. The François
Tomb o�ers a rare glimpse of the con�ict between
the local foes. Among the best-known scenes are
the sacri�ce of Trojan prisoners by Achilles and
the liberation of an Etruscan nobleman by Mastar-
na, a warrior whom the Roman emperor Claudius
later identi�ed as Servius Tullius, the sixth king of
Rome. “This is the only portrait of a Roman king
that we actually have,” said Ms. Toniolo.

The tomb was found on land that belonged to
the aristocratic Torlonia family and the frescoes
remained in their private collection until now. Eu-
ropean museums loaned Villa Giulia artefacts of
the tomb which are now being shown alongside
the frescoes for the �rst time in over 160 years.

Etruscan tomb now
on public display
after over 160 years

The newly acquired Tomb of Francois at the National

Etruscan Museum of Villa Giulia in Rome, Italy. REUTERS

Reuters
ROME

P
resident Donald
Trump has tried
many ways to tight-

en his grip on U.S. elec-
tions, from signing execu-
tive orders to pushing
restrictive legislation in
Congress. Monday’s Su-
preme Court ruling siding
with States that accept late-
arriving mail ballots was
the latest example showing
the limits of his reach.

It followed back-to-back
rulings last week that
barred his two sweeping
executive orders seeking to
change national election
rules, more court rulings
preventing his Department
of Justice from obtaining
detailed State voter data
and his stalled attempts to
get the Senate to pass the
SAVE Act. That measure
would eliminate nearly all
absentee voting, require ci-
tizenship documents to re-
gister to vote and impose
photo identi�cation re-
quirements nationwide
right before the midterm
elections.

“It’s been a mixed bag
for Republicans,” Universi-
ty of Notre Dame law pro-
fessor Derek Muller said.
But the President, he ad-
ded, “has come up mostly
empty-handed.”

Mr. Trump’s e�orts have
not been entirely fruitless.
Republican-run States
have satis�ed his demands

to redraw congressional
district lines, e�orts bu-
oyed by the Supreme
Court striking down a key
section of the Voting Rights
Act, and he has been di-
recting his Department of
Justice to investigate voting
and election operations,
which Democrats see as a
possible prelude to their
involvement in November.

2020 defeat
All the activity around how
the nation votes and runs
its elections is a re�ection
of the Republican Presi-
dent’s long �xation on his
false claim that his 2020
election defeat was rigged.
He has been so frustrated
by the inability of the Se-
nate to pass the SAVE Act
that he has refused to sign
a bipartisan housing Bill.

He weighed in again

Monday after the Supreme
Court’s decision in the mail
ballot deadline case, say-
ing on his social media ac-
count that he is trying to
“save America from
crooked elections.” 

Voting rights groups and
Democrats see him abus-
ing power and attempting
to suppress legal voters to
gain an advantage in the
midterms, when control of
Congress is at stake.

Regardless, Mr. Muller
said Mr. Trump faces legal
and political realities: The
Constitution gives the
States and Congress auth-
ority over elections while
providing no such role for
the President. “That’s how
federalism works,” Mr.
Muller said. 

The President has re-
peatedly said the elections
are riddled with fraud in

part because of non-citizen
voting. Research shows the
problem to be rare, ac-
counting for a minuscule
percentage of fraud cases. 

Mr. Trump’s view result-
ed in a multi-agency push
to nationalise voter data
and use federal resources
to help States remove vo-
ters from the rolls. The De-
partment of Justice has
sought detailed voter �les
from multiple States, data
that including date of birth
and partial Social Security
numbers. Democratic and
some Republican Secretar-
ies of State balked, and fed-
eral lawsuits followed. The
administration has lost ev-
ery case so far.

Mr. Trump’s Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty, with help from the
DOGE e�ort led by Elon
Musk, revamped a govern-

ment tool called SAVE (Sys-
tematic Alien Veri�cation
for Entitlements). The pro-
gram has been a key pillar
of his e�orts to cull poten-
tially ineligible voters from
State rolls. Last week, a
federal judge blocked its
use as a mass citizenship
check.

The administration had
allowed local election ad-
ministrators to search us-
ers, using a wider range of
metrics rather than DHS-is-
sued identi�cation num-
bers. Tens of thousands
were �agged as potential
non-citizens or people
who have died, but some
voters were wrongly identi-
�ed as ineligible.

U.S. District Court Judge
Sparkle L. Sooknanan
ruled that Mr. Trump’s
changes aggregated Ameri-
cans’ sensitive personal da-
ta in a way that could result
in voters being wrongly
purged from the rolls.

As Presidents before
him, Mr. Trump signed ex-
ecutive orders when Con-
gress would not enact his
policy preferences.

Mr. Trump’s �rst order
re�ected his emphasis on
non-citizens. It sought to
require would-be voters to
document their citizenship
to be able to register to
vote. District Court Judge
Denise Casper put a tem-
porary block on the order
last year. 

Mr. Trump issued a se-
cond order in March. He
called for a national voter
list using data from U.S. Ci-
tizenship and Immigration

Services and the Social Se-
curity Administration.
Further, the order would
have empowered the U.S.
Postal Service to determine
who gets an absentee ballot
and threatened local elec-
tions o�cials with
prosecution.

Latest tussle
Mr. Trump on Monday
called the Senate logjam
“crazy” and one of the hol-
douts, Republican Alaska
Sen. Lisa Murkowski,
“Trump-deranged.”

It’s the latest legislative
tussle that prompted Mr.
Trump to demand Republi-
cans scrap the �libuster,
which requires most major
legislation to get support
from 60 of the 100 sena-
tors. But that likely
wouldn’t matter in this
case, with four of the Se-
nate’s 53 Republicans op-
pose the Bill.

The President acknow-
ledged Monday that the
SAVE Act is “probably not
going to happen.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump
has been developing a pos-
sible roadmap for more ag-
gressive actions. 

His attorney said in June
that he had opened multi-
ple election fraud investi-
gations, and he sent a pro-
secutor to the county’s
vote-tabulation center after
California’s June primary.
Six months earlier, FBI
agents executed a warrant
and seized ballots and oth-
er records from the 2020
election in Georgia’s Ful-
ton County.

Trump’s attempts to change election
rules continue to face mixed results 

Representatives of Delta Sigma Theta outside the federal courthouse after a hearing in a lawsuit seeking

to block President Donald Trump’s executive order tightening rules on mail-in voting on June 2. REUTERS

The U.S. President has tried many ways to tighten his grip on elections, from signing executive orders to pushing restrictive legislation in Congress;

however, voting rights groups and Democrats say that he is abusing power and attempting to suppress legal voters to gain advantage in midterms

Associated Press
ATLANTA
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Last fence

The border between Spain and the British territory of Gibraltar seen in la Linea de la Concepcion in the country’s south on Monday. Works to

remove the border controls between Spain and Gibraltar are expected to finish in soon, allowing free movement between the two. AFP

Lawyers have �led a suit
against Ghana at west Afri-
ca’s top human rights
court on behalf of depor-
tees sent to the country un-
der the United States’ im-
migration crackdown, the
legal team said on Tuesday.

The complaint is the lat-
est legal challenge in an
African court against U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
sweeping immigration
clampdown under which
he has deported people
with legal protections.

In cases where Washing-
ton is barred from sending
people home — after U.S.
judges found they likely
face torture or persecu-
tion, for example — it has
sent deportees to “third
countries” such as Ghana.

Ghana has then sent
them home or, has
dumped them in neigh-
bouring Togo without doc-
uments. 

“No person should be
returned to a place where
they face persecution, tor-
ture or serious threats to
their dignity and safety,”
senior partner at Ghanaian
law �rm Merton & Everett

LLP Oliver Barker-Vorma-
wor, said.

The �rm, along with
Cornell Law School Tran-
snational Disputes Clinic,
in the U.S., and the Global
Strategic Litigation Coun-
cil, a coalition of NGOs,
�led the lawsuit Monday at
the ECOWAS Community
Court of Justice in Abuja.
The court is the top judicial

body for the Economic
Community of West Afri-
can States, a regional bloc
of 12 countries.

Violating domestic law
The lawsuit alleges Ghana
is violating domestic and
regional law by “facilitating
removals to unsafe coun-
tries”, a statement from
the legal coalition said.

At least 60 people have
been deported to Ghana
since September, accord-
ing to the lawyers, with 27
represented in the lawsuit. 

Beyond saying that it
would only take west Afri-
cans, Accra has not re-
vealed the terms of the
agreement. 

The lawsuit asks the
court to order Ghana to
both disclose the terms of
the deportation agreement
and terminate it.

Deportees sue U.S. over expulsions
to Ghana in top human rights court
Agence France Presse
ABUJA

President Donald Trump has launched an immigration clampdown

under which he has deported people with legal protections. AFP

Outside the EU’s visa appli-
cation centre in an Istanbul
shopping mall, a large
crowd waits patiently,
clutching thick folders and
scanning lists of required
documents one last time,
their anxiety palpable as
they await the security
guard’s call.

With top European Un-
ion o�cials in Ankara
ahead of next week’s NATO
summit, the recurring is-
sue of Europe’s long-pro-
mised visa liberalisation
scheme was likely hover-
ing over the talks as frustra-
tion grows in Turkiye over
Schengen visa delays and
rising rejections.

Guney Hazan, a 19-year-

old student, was one of the
lucky ones. “Finally!” he
shouted after ripping open
the envelope containing
his passport to �nd a
Schengen visa a�xed,
opening the door to a un-
iversity exchange pro-
gramme in Germany.

“Even though all my
documents were in order, I
was anxiously awaiting the
result. You never know
these days,” he said.

With demand rising and
a mounting backlog, appli-
cants routinely face a long
and anxiety-inducing wait
that can also be very
expensive.

“It’s become torture for
us. We feel like third-class
citizens,” said a 25-year-old
waitress after dropping o�
her paperwork, asking to

remain anonymous. “They
used to give me a �ve-year
visa, but now I’m only al-
lowed a two-year one. In
the meantime, my applica-
tion has been denied twice
without any explanation,”
she said.

“It’s because of the sit-
uation in Turkiye,” her
friend said. “Since Europe
doesn’t approve of Turki-
ye’s policies, it doesn’t
want its citizens either,”
she said, also asking to re-
main anonymous.

‘Visa crisis’
In recent years, concerns
have spiralled over declin-
ing political and civil free-
doms under Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, prompting grow-
ing numbers of often youn-

ger people to look West for
better opportunities, ob-
servers say.

Last year, Turkish na-
tionals submitted 1.25 mil-
lion visa applications for
the Schengen zone, up
from 906,000 in 2019, Eu-
ropean Commission �-

gures show. Of that, 1.07
million were approved.

But due to the surge in
applications in recent
years, the rejection rate
has also risen — from 9.7%
in 2019 to 14.6% in 2025,
prompting headlines de-
crying a “visa crisis”.

A diplomatic source at
the French embassy said
the economic crisis in Tur-
kiye, where in�ation hit
32.6% in May, has changed
the pro�le of visa appli-
cants. “Some aren’t grant-
ed visas because their eco-
nomic situation has
deteriorated, even though
our criteria remain the
same,” the source said.

To obtain a Schengen
tourist visa, applicants
most show they’ve had at
least 2,800 euros ($3,200)
in their bank account for
the past three months —
more than �ve times Turki-
ye’s minimum wage.

And asylum �gures
don’t help, with Turks
ranking �fth among asy-
lum seekers in Europe last
year, according to the Eu-

student waiting to start an
internship in Germany.

Private agencies author-
ised by the consulates are
responsible for collecting
applications and managing
appointments in accor-
dance with quotas set by
European countries.

Under normal circum-
stances, a visa application
costs 90 euros plus anoth-
er 30 euros for the agency
fee. But the system has
been hijacked by automat-
ed software bots that snap
up appointments as soon
as they are released, which
are then resold for vastly
in�ated prices. “It’s like a
game of chance,” sighed
the young waitress, who
knows she will have to do
the whole thing again if
she’s unlucky this time.

ropean Union Agency for
Asylum (EUAA). This reali-
ty means “Schengen Area
countries are strictly ap-
plying the criteria and,
above all, closely assessing
the risk of migration,” the
source warned.

Germany said visa liber-
alisation depended on “re-
forms”. In 2013, Brussels
set out a “roadmap” of 72
conditions Ankara must
meet to secure visa-free
travel, not all of which have
been met, German foreign
o�ce spokesperson said. 

For applicants, the main
challenge is �nding an ap-
pointment slot to submit
their paperwork. “You can
wait nearly a year for an
appointment. I was on the
waiting list for two
months,” said a 22-year-old

‘The wait is like torture’: Turks in despair as Schengen visa delays mount
Agence France Presse
ISTANBUL

People wait in line at the entrance of a visa application centre to

apply for Schengen visas, in Istanbul, Turkiye on Tuesday. AFP
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For the first time ever, two top-10 ranked teams were eliminated in

the first round of the knockout stage of the FIFA World Cup.

Germany (ranked No. 10) and the Netherlands (No. 8) achieved the

dubious distinction after losing on penalties to Paraguay and

Morocco, respectively, in the round of 32 on Monday.

Germany and Netherlands achieve
dubious distinction following exits

RARE OCCURRENCE

AFP
X

Germany legend Miroslav Klose has criticised the Video Assistant

Referee (VAR) after Jonathan Tah’s extra-time goal was ruled out in

Germany’s round of 32 loss to Paraguay. “The goalkeeper was never

genuinely prevented from making the save, and for me that was a

perfectly legitimate goal,” Klose said.

Tah’s disallowed goal was perfectly
legitimate: Klose hits out at VAR

CONTROVERSIAL DECISION

AP
X

Swedish icon Zlatan Ibrahimovic was critical of the Netherlands

manager Ronald Koeman following his team’s loss to Morocco on

penalties. “I think this defeat is Koeman’s fault because I didn’t

recognise this Dutch team. He lost with an identity that is not the

Dutch identity, and that makes me angry. Lose with your identity”.

Did not recognise this Dutch team:
Ibrahimovic lambasts Koeman

NO IDENTITY

AP
X

After scoring against Morocco, Cody Gakpo sank to his knees,

covered his face while weeping, later pointing to the sky. It was an

emotional prayer as a day earlier he and his partner, model Noa van

der Bij, announced the demise of their unborn child. His teammates

supported him and fans behind the goal rose for a standing ovation. 

A goal, a prayer and a standing
ovation for Cody Gakpo

AMID PERSONAL GRIEF

REUTERS

G
ermany crashed
out of the World
Cup at the hands of

Paraguay in the last 32 after
losing 4-3 on penalties fol-
lowing a 1-1 draw on Mon-
day. It marks the �rst time
that Germany has ever lost
a penalty shootout at a
World Cup.

Julio Enciso headed Pa-
raguay into a shock lead be-
fore half-time, but Kai Ha-
vertz levelled for Germany
on 54 minutes with his
third goal of the
tournament.

Jonathan Tah saw a goal
disallowed after a VAR re-
view in extra time, before
Paraguay held on to shock
Germany in a wild, nerve-
jangling shootout as the
momentum swung back
and forth. Paraguay goal-
keeper Orlando Gill saved
from Havertz and Nick Wol-
temade, but his teammates
blew two chances to win it
before Jose Canale blasted
in the winning spot-kick af-
ter Tah had blazed his ef-
fort over the bar.

It marked another pre-
mature exit for Germany
which was playing in its
�rst knockout-stage appea-

rance since winning the
2014 World Cup.

Paraguay celebrated ar-
guably its greatest win at
the tournament.

Paraguay coach Gustavo
Alfaro had urged his
players to grasp the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime. “It was
a match full of tension from

start to �nish because we
knew we were facing one of
the main title contenders.

“The players under-
stood perfectly what the
match required and put in
a huge e�ort to prevent
Germany from �nding
spaces and playing their
game,” he said.

Later Nagelsmann said,
“I’m not someone who
runs away. I want to conti-
nue, but in football you
don’t always have it in your
own hands. If the DFB (fed-
eration) wants me to, then I
will prepare for the Euro-
pean Championship and
the Nations League.”

The four-time champion loses in the shootout for the �rst time in the marquee event; Enciso puts the South Americans

ahead before Havertz levels for the Europeans only to �u� his lines in the penalties along with Woltemade and Tah

FIFA WORLD CUP

Paraguay holds its nerve to
send Germany hurtling out 

Agence France-Presse

BOSTON

Decisive: Paraguay’s Canale sends Neuer the wrong way and the Germans out of the tournament. REUTERS

Round of 32: Germany 1
(Havertz 54) drew with Paraguay
1 (Enciso 42) (aet) (Paraguay won
4-3 on penalties).
Netherlands 1 (Gakpo 72) drew
with Morocco 1 (Diop 90+1) (aet)
(Morocco won 3-2 on penalties).
Ivory Coast 1 (Diallo 74) lost to
Norway 2 (Nusa 39, Haaland 86).

THE RESULTS
�

Morocco defeated the
Netherlands in a penalty
shoot-out to advance to the
last 16 of the World Cup on
Monday after a thrilling
battle �nished 1-1 after
extra-time.

Morocco goalkeeper
Yassine Bounou made the
crucial save to block the
Netherlands’ fourth penal-
ty from Crysencio Sum-
merville before striker Is-
mael Saibari stepped up to
blast home the winning
spot-kick that sealed a 3-2
shootout win. The victory
sends Morocco into a last
16 clash with Canada in
Houston on Saturday.

An enthralling match
had gone to extra time af-
ter Issa Diop had glanced
in a dramatic equaliser for
Morocco in the �rst minute

of stoppage time as the
Netherlands closed in on
victory.

The Dutch had taken
the lead midway through
the second half with a goal
from Cody Gakpo.

But Morocco forced ex-
tra time when an un-
marked Diop headed
home from substitute
Chemsdine Talbi’s cross in
injury time.

Morocco coach Mo-
hamed Ouabhi the Atlas
Lions could be “unstoppa-
ble” if they play to their

potential.
“The World Cup in Qa-

tar changed the mentality
of the Morocco team, and
I’m well placed to speak
about this,” said Ouabhi,
who last year coached Mo-
rocco to a momentous vic-
tory at the Under-20 World
Cup in Chile.

“What we need to be
telling ourselves is no one
can stop us,” he said.
“We’re unstoppable if we
play the football that we
know how to play.”

Netherlands coach Ro-
nald Koeman meanwhile
said Morocco’s emergence
re�ected the quality of
African football.

“It’s very clear watching
this World Cup that African
teams have greatly im-
proved in tactical sense,
and also in the way they
play their matches,” Koe-
man said.

Morocco edges Netherlands
in a heart-pounding battle

Crucial intervention: Morocco goalkeeper Bounou parries away Summerville’s penalty during the

shootout. AP

Agence France-Presse

MONTERREY

Every rowing crew knows
that progress comes only
when everyone pulls in the
same direction. Norway’s
fans have turned that truth
into theatre at this World
Cup, sitting in lines and
rowing in unison through
their celebrations. 

By the �nal whistle, the
players had joined the act.
Norway played in the same
spirit as it su�ered as one,
defended without panic
and refused to allow Ivory
Coast’s physicality to im-
pact the scoreline. The
players sat down before
their supporters and rowed
together, the celebration
perfectly re�ecting the col-
lective endeavour that had
brought them safely ashore
with a 2-1 triumph.

Norway was guilty of
starting with too many
square passes and failing to
involve Erling Haaland, al-
lowing Ivory Coast to grow
into the contest. The Ele-
phants played with a spring
in their step, while Nor-
way’s defence was left try-
ing to extinguish one attack
after another as an error-
ridden mid�eld o�ered lit-
tle protection. 

As play resumed after

the hydration break, Yan
Diomande’s cross from the
left picked out Nicolas Pepe
arriving unmarked at the
far post, and although his
e�ort was unlikely to �nd
the net, Marcus Pedersen
was relieved to hack it out.

In the 36th minute, Haa-
land �nally had a sight of
goal after Alexander Sor-
loth �oated in a cross from
the right, but the Manches-

ter City striker’s bouncing
header lacked its usual con-
viction and Yahia Fofana
comfortably gathered.

Against the run of play,
however, Norway scored in
the 39th minute. Antonio
Nusa collected the ball on
the edge of the area and
struck it like a hammer hit-
ting the nail, with the ball
disappearing into the top-
right corner.

Norway came close to
extending the lead a little
after the hour mark as
Torbjorn Heggem met Mar-
tin Odegaard’s corner six
yards out, but Amad Diallo,
just introduced, was sta-
tioned on the line to hoof it
clear.

Diallo soon had a bigger
impact. He played a one-
two with Pepe outside the
box, took the return pass
inside, before slipping past
Moller Wolfe and Sander
Berge to whip in the equal-
iser into the bottom-left
corner with at least a quar-
ter of an hour still to play
for.

A simple Haaland tap-in
in the 86th minute, howev-
er, ultimately broke the
Ivorian hearts. The striker,
largely uninvolved until
then, arrived in front of
goal to turn in Patrick
Berg’s cross as a �at-footed
defence watched in horror.

Diallo, again, almost
brought his team back as
his stinging freekick in the
dying minutes was acrobat-
ically tipped out by a
watchful Orjan Nyland.

When it mattered most,
Norway had found one �-
nal stroke, enough to carry
it past Ivory Coast and into
a mouthwatering meeting
with Brazil in New York.

Norway weathers tempestuous 
Ivory Coast to set up a Brazil date

Curling it in: Nusa fires Norway into the lead against the run of play

with a stunning strike from just inside the edge of the box. REUTERS

Ayon Sengupta

DALLAS

Thomas Tuchel’s England
enters the round of 32 car-
rying the con�dence of an
unbeaten group-stage cam-
paign, but standing bet-
ween the Three Lions and
the pre-quarter�nals is a
DR Congo side making his-
tory. The Leopards have
reached the World Cup
knockout rounds for the
�rst time. After drawing
with Portugal, losing nar-
rowly to Colombia and de-
feating Uzbekistan, they ar-
rive believing they can
frustrate another Euro-
pean heavyweight.

Coach Sebastien De-
sabre has built his side on
defensive organisation, of-
ten switching to a back �ve
against stronger opponents
before striking on the
counter through the pace
of Yoane Wissa and the ex-
perience of Cedric Bakam-
bu. Wissa has been the
standout performer, scor-
ing three of DR Congo’s
four goals in the group
stage, while the energetic
mid�eld pairing of Noah
Sadiki and Ngal’ayel Mukau
has given the Leopards the
ability to spring quickly
from defence into attack.

England, meanwhile,
topped Group L with victo-
ries over Croatia and Pana-
ma besides a goalless draw
against Ghana. Jude Bel-

lingham and Harry Kane
found the target in the
opening and �nal group
games, while Tuchel re-
mains unbeaten in compet-
itive matches as England
coach. At the other end,
the experienced pairing of
John Stones and Marc Gue-
hi has provided defensive
stability despite injury con-
cerns around the full-back
positions.

The possibility of a pe-
nalty shootout has already
entered England’s prepara-
tions after two heavy-
weights Germany and the
Netherlands were knocked

out after losing the match
from the dreaded spot. 

“Just like all phases of
play, we’re taking it ex-
tremely seriously,” winger
Noni Madueke said. “As
you go into knockout foot-
ball it’s something that be-
comes more prominent in
the games, so like every
part of our game we want
to be at the highest level
when it comes to that.”

Desabre knows his
squad will also draw on fa-
miliar faces from English
football. “We’ve got a few
players in the squad who
play at clubs in the English

league, so they will help us,
but we’ll prepare in the
best way we can for what is
going to be a very big
match for us,” he said.

Injuries to Reece James
and backup Jarell Quansah
at right-back may force En-
gland into another reshuf-
�e. DR Congo, meanwhile,
is expected to retreat into a
compact defensive block,
and patience may prove as
the important quality in a
knockout tie that promises
to be tighter than the rank-
ings suggest.

Match starts at 9.30 p.m.
IST

England meets DR Congo in a tricky tie
Ayon Sengupta

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

17Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Chennai Sport

V
aibhav Sooryavan-
shi’s eagerly await-
ed debut and the

thoroughly exposed bat-
ting frailties on challenging
wickets dominate the dis-
course on India as it takes
on England in a �ve-match
T20I series starting here
on Wednesday.

The twin failure of Sanju
Samson against Ireland o�-
ers the Men in Blue a per-
fect excuse to bench the
opener and pair Soorya-
vanshi with Abhishek Shar-
ma, who could be saved by
that 20-ball 49 in the �rst
T20I at Belfast.

It could end up being
the move that gives the vis-
itor a strong start against
England.

Ishan Kishan also did
not cover himself in glory
during the two-match se-
ries against Ireland and
was dismissed for one and
12. But then the inclusion
of Sooryavanshi alone
should not be viewed as a
quick �x.

None of the India bat-
ters looked comfortable in
conditions that o�ered
considerable assistance to
speedsters. England has
extreme pace in Jofra Arch-
er, Josh Tongue, Saqib
Mahmood, and Sonny Bak-
er and wiliness in Adil
Rashid and Rehan Ahmed.

That the average T20I
score at the Riverside

Ground is 138, with a high-
est of 195, hints at bowlers’
dominance across eight
previous matches held
here. 

India’s new T20I cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer would
certainly not want a se-
cond series defeat in a row.

In both the T20Is
against Ireland, the Indian

bowlers let the rival batters
o� the hook in the middle
overs after taking an initial
grip. 

An encore will be more
brutally exploited by En-
gland batters.

In that context, India
will require a more organ-
ised e�ort from bowlers,
particularly spinners — Ax-

ar Patel and Washington
Sundar — who have so far
been largely ine�ective.

The teams (from): 

England: Harry Brook (Capt.),
Rehan Ahmed, Jofra Archer,
Sonny Baker, Tom Banton, Jacob
Bethell, Jos Buttler, James Coles,
Jordan Cox, Sam Curran, Liam
Dawson, Will Jacks, Saqib
Mahmood, Adil Rashid, Phil Salt,

Josh Tongue, and Luke Wood.

India: Shreyas Iyer (Capt.), Tilak
Varma (Vice-capt.), Ravi Bishnoi,
Abhishek Sharma, Suryansh
Shedge, Prasidh Krishna, Sanju
Samson (wk), Axar Patel, Harshit
Rana, Ishan Kishan (wk),
Washington Sundar, Arshdeep
Singh, Shivam Dube, Prince
Yadav, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
and Varun Chakaravarthy.

Match starts at 10 p.m. IST.

It remains to be seen whether the Men in Blue will give a debut to dashing opener Sooryavanshi; Shreyas cannot a�ord 

two series losses in a row as the new T20I skipper; the host boasts of a well-rounded team full of match-winners

INDIA IN ENGLAND

England bowlers will challenge
struggling Indian batting unit

Press Trust of India
CHESTER-LE-STREET

The West Indies was blown
away by the perfect storm
that is also known as the
Australian women’s cricket
team.

The Aussies moved into
the �nal of the Women’s
T20 World Cup, winning
the �rst semi�nal at the
Oval by eight wickets with
seven overs to spare on
Tuesday. They will take on
the winner of Thursday’s
second semi�nal between
England and South Africa
at Lord’s in Sunday’s sum-
mit clash. That will be their
eighth �nal in what is only
the 10th edition of the
tournament.

Sophie Molineux’s wo-
men hadn’t been stretched
so far and had scored con-
vincing wins over India and
South Africa, two of the
strongest teams in their
group. You wouldn’t call
the West Indies quite that,
and even their captain Hay-
ley Matthews had admitted
that no one really expected
her team to win against
Australia.

Matthews had begun in
gorgeous fashion though,
driving the �rst ball of the
match, bowled Lucy Hamil-
ton, �uently through the
covers for four. Her open-
ing-wicket stand with Qia-
na Joseph was worth 47,
but it took them eight
overs.

The wickets continued
to tumble, the runs dried
up. It took a seventh-wicket
stand of 42 o� 27 balls bet-
ween Deandra Dottin, who
had to be carried o� the
�eld by her teammates

shortly before the match
got underway, and Jannil-
lea Glasgow, to make sure
Australia would have some
sort of a target to chase.

The Aussie spinners had
a merry time, with Moli-
neux, Ashleigh Gardner
and Georgia Wareham
sharing six wickets evenly
among them. 

The champion all-roun-
der Gardner then came
back with the bat in her
hands to play her part in
the easy chase, which was

led on a pleasant afternoon
by Beth Mooney (61 n.o.,
36b, 8x4).

Gardner (35 n.o. 20b,
4x4, 1x6), thus for the se-
cond time in as many
matches, �nished a suc-
cessful chase for Australia.

The scores (semifinal): West
Indies 125/7 in 20 overs (Hayley
Matthews 30, Sophie Molineux
2/30, Ashleigh Gardner 2/13,
Georgia Wareham 2/17) lost to
Australia 127/2 in 13 overs (Beth
Mooney 61 n.o., Gardner 35 n.o.);
Toss: Australia; PoM: Gardner.

Gardner and Mooney carry
Australia into �nal with ease

Leading the charge: Opener Mooney made it a stroll in the park for

the Aussies. AP 

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

T20 WORLD CUP

For decades, the World
Cup was a tournament
where Asia and Africa
hoped to cause the occa-
sional upset. This summer,
while Africa has made a
good account of its poten-
tial, Asia would feel disap-
pointed at the end of the
group stage of the competi-
tion. 

A record nine of Africa’s
10 quali�ed teams have
made it to the knockout
rounds, but only two from
Asia progressed into the
round of 32 — Japan has
since bowed out while Aus-
tralia is still to face Egypt.

Throwing light on Asia’s
collective disappointment,
Jordan coach Jamal Sella-
mi, whose team su�ered
three defeats in as many
group games, said Asia
needs “more players to
play at that high level” to
stand a chance of doing
well in global
competitions.

Japan coach Hajime Mo-
riyasu, while acknowledg-
ing the below par perfor-
mance of Asian teams,

wanted his side to become
“the hope” for the conti-
nent before the pre-quar-
ter�nal heartbreak against
Brazil.

His comments came
days after viral footage
showed Chinese football
fans in Shanghai celebrat-
ing Japan’s 4-0 victory over
Tunisia, brie�y setting
aside decades of political
rivalry.

Africa, meanwhile, has
surpassed the continent’s
previous best, when only
two reached the round of
16 in both 2014 and 2022.
Among them, Cape Verde
has been one of the tourna-
ment’s biggest revelations. 

“We have become an ex-
ample that small countries
also can have big objec-
tives provided they have
focus, determination and
work with organisation,”
head coach Pedro Leitao
Brito ‘Bubista’ said after se-
curing a clash with
Argentina.

“We have shown that
nothing is impossible. We
have represented our
country, but we also repre-
sent Africa and small coun-
tries around the world. We
are proud to be able to play
Argentina,” he said. “This

is a country with which we
have longstanding ties.

“But above all our will is
to do things with our iden-
tity regardless of who the
opponent is. We will play
our game with attitude and
responsibility, knowing
that Argentina has some of
the best players in the
world plus Messi, who
some believe is the best of
all time.”

Morocco has reinforced
that its run to the semi�-
nals in Qatar was no one-
o�, while Senegal reco-
vered from losses to Nor-
way and France to
advance. Egypt �nished se-
cond in Group G with a win
and two draws, while Ivory
Coast responded to a nar-
row defeat to Germany
with wins over Curacao
and Ecuador, while Algeria
and Senegal also sneaked
through as the sixth and
eighth best third-placed
teams.

South Korea, the only
Asian team to have ever
reached a World Cup semi-
�nals, paid the price for
�elding a much-weekend
side without its captain
Son Heung-min in its last
group game against the
Africans.

Africa bests Asia in reaching
the knockout stage

Red-letter day: Cape Verde players and sta� celebrate after progressing. REUTERS

Ayon Sengupta

FIFA WORLD CUP

Defending champion Iga
Swiatek overcame a se-
rious second-set wobble to
reach the second round at
Wimbledon on Tuesday,
beating powerful Ameri-
can Taylor Townsend 6-1,
2-6, 6-3. 

The third seed appeared
overcome with emotion af-
ter match point, burying
her head in a towel as she
celebrated the hard-fought
win.

Amanda Anisimova, last
year’s �nalist, also ad-
vanced with a 6-3, 6-2 win
over North Macedonia's Li-
na Gjorcheska, while Elena
Rybakina, the 2022 cham-
pion, overcame a stern test
from Frenchwoman Lois
Boisson to reach the se-
cond round with a 6-4, 1-6,
6-3 victory.

The 2024 �nalist Jas-
mine Paolini recovered
from a nightmare start to
reach the second round,
�ghting back to beat Amer-
ican Robin Montgomery. 

The 13th-seeded Italian
was blanked in the open-
ing set but showed her resi-
lience to seal a 0-6, 6-4, 7-5
victory.

Svitolina ousted
However, eighth seed Elina
Svitolina became the �rst
top-10 casualty in the wo-
men’s draw, squandering a
4-0 �rst-set lead before fel-
low Ukrainian Daria Snigur
rallied to claim a 7-5, 6-2
victory.

In the men’s section,
reigning French Open
champion Alexander Zve-
rev overcame a stern chal-
lenge from Belgium’s Alex-
ander Blockx to prevail
6-4, 6-7(8), 7-6(5), 7-6(0) in
a battle lasting nearly three
hours.

Finnish quali�er Otto
Virtanen claimed the big-
gest win of his career by

stunning American Ben
Shelton 6-4, 3-6, 6-7(8), 6-2,
7-6(11-9) after more than
four hours on the court.

Djokovic starts well
Meanwhile on Monday,
Novak Djokovic launched
his latest bid for a record-
equalling eighth Wimble-
don title and standalone
25th Grand Slam crown
with a battling 6-4, 5-7, 6-4,
6-4 win over China’s
plucky Wu Yibing in the
�rst round.

Still �ercely competitive
at the age of 39, Djokovic is
looking to equal Roger Fe-
derer’s tally at the All En-
gland Club and go past
Margaret Court in the all-
time list of Grand Slam tit-
les, and he showed �air
and �ght to stay on track.

“It’s better when you
win in the end. It’s not the
�rst time I’m showing and
talking about the signi�-
cance of Wimbledon in my
career and my life,” Djo-
kovic said, before talking
about playing under the
Centre Court roof and
lights after two sets.

“It felt really challenging
today, Wu deserves a
round of applause for his
incredible performance.
As for how I’m feeling, I’m
feeling happy but not the
freshest I guess. It didn’t
feel like the �rst round to
be honest.

Easy for Sabalenka
The women’s top seed Ary-
na Sabalenka, who left the
French Open Paris in a
‘deep, dark place’ after los-
ing the last 10 games of her
quarter�nal against Diana
Shnaider, breezed past Ser-
bian quali�er Teodora Kos-
tovic 6-2, 6-3 to start her
campaign for a maiden
crown.

Seventh seed Coco
Gau� downed Tamara Kor-
patsch 6-2, 6-1 while
French Open champion
Mirra Andreeva, seeded
�ve, beat Magda Linette
7-5, 6-4.

Swiatek and Zverev overcome a stern test
WIMBLEDON

Reuters
LONDON

Champion stu�: Swiatek did not let a second set blip unsettle her while it was all music to Djokovic’s

ears as he began his quest for a record-breaking 25th Major crown. REUTERS

First round: Men: Majchrzak
(Pol) bt 30-Tabilo (Chi) 6-3, 7-5,
7-5; 5-de Minaur (Aus) bt
Burruchaga (Arg) 7-6(5), 6-1, 6-0;
6-Fritz (USA) bt Lajovic (Srb) 6-3,
6-4, 6-3; Halys (Fra) bt 32-Arnaldi
(Ita) 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (5), 6-3; Munar
(Esp) bt 18-Cerundolo (Arg) 6-1,
6-4, 6-3; Virtanen (Fin) bt
4-Shelton (USA) 6-4, 3-6, 6-7(8),
6-2, 7-6(9); 10-Bublik (Kaz) bt
Kokkinakis (Aus) 4-6, 6-3, 6-7(10),
6-3, 6-4; Bergs (Bel) bt
27-Humbert (Fra) 6-2, 7-5, 4-6, 3-6,
6-3; 19-Khachanov bt Harris (GBr)
6-3, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3; 20-Fils (Fra) bt
Collignon (Bel) 7-5, 6-1, 6-3;
15-Mensik (Cze) bt Samuel (GBr)
5-7, 6-3, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6(7); 2-Zverev

(Ger) bt Blockx (Bel) 6-4, 6-7(8),
7-6(5), 7-6(0); Sonego (Ita) bt
29-Etcheverry (Arg) 6-4, 6-4,
6-7(2), 7-6(4); 7-Djokovic (Srb) bt
Wu (Chn) 6-4, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.
Women: 6-Anisimova (USA) bt
Gjorcheska (MKD) 6-3, 6-2; Maria
Sakkari (Gre) bt 24-Tauson (Den)
6-3, 6-3; 13-Paolini (Ita) bt
Montgomery (USA) 0-6, 6-4, 7-5;
21-Bouzkova (Cze) bt Gibson
(Aus) 6-1, 3-6, 6-2; 26-Keys (USA)
bt Day (USA) 6-7(5), 6-4, 6-3;
3-Swiatek (Pol) bt Townsend
(USA) 6-1, 2-6, 6-3; 2-Rybakina
(Kaz) bt Boisson (Fra) 6-4, 1-6, 6-3;
25-Mertens (Bel) bt Siegemund
(Ger) 6-2, 6-4; 23-Navarro (USA) bt
Badosa (Esp) 4-6, 6-3, 7-5; Snigur

(Ukr) bt 8-Svitolina (Ukr) 7-5, 6-2;
29-Eala (Phi) bt Zarazua (Mex) 6-1,
6-2; 15-Shnaider bt Lys (Ger) 7-5,
6-1; 17-Cirstea (Rou) bt Bejlek
(Cze) 6-1, 7-6(6).

10-Muchova (Cze) bt Zakharova
6-3, 6-2; 5-Andreeva bt Linette
(Pol) 7-5, 6-4; Bouzas Maneiro
(Esp) bt 27-Potapova (Aut) 6-2,
6-3; 18-Alexandrova bt Udvardy
(Hun) 6-4, 6-2; 7-Gau� (USA) bt
Korpatsch (Ger) 6-2, 6-1.

Fallen seeds: Men: 4-Shelton,
18-Cerundolo, 27-Humbert,
29-Etcheverry, 30-Tabilo,
32-Arnaldi. 

Women: 8-Svitolina, 24-Tauson,
27-Potapova.

IMPORTANT RESULTS
�
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T
he surname Tillakaratne
carries considerable weight in
Sri Lankan cricket. It evokes
memories of Hashan

Tillakaratne’s dependability, Tillakaratne
Dilshan’s innovation, World Cup
triumphs, and decades of service to the
national side.

Now, another Tillakaratne is trying to
earn that name on merit.
Seventeen-year-old Limansa Tillakaratne,
Dilshan’s daughter, is touring India with
Sri Lanka’s Under-19 women’s side for
three T20s and three One-Day �xtures, in
preparation for the U-19 Women’s World
Cup, which Bangladesh and Nepal will
jointly host in early 2027. 

She hopes to become the latest
member of a cricketing lineage while
carving out an identity that is distinctly
her own.

It’s been a steep learning curve for the
out�t in Chennai, with Limansa herself, a
leg-spinner, proving expensive with the
ball and registering three ducks in the
middle order. 

Sri Lanka gave a better account of itself
in the second game, bringing the margin
of defeat down from 93 runs in the �rst
match to 11 in the second, with an
improved e�ort in the �eld. Limansa even
struck timber as she sent back the
dangerous Ira Jadhav. India won the third
�xture by seven wickets to take the series,
with Sri Lanka's batting weaknesses
costing the side.

Catching the action
Following his daughter’s run carefully,
about 600 kilometres away in Hyderabad,
is her father, Dilshan, currently with TG20
franchise Khammam Aces for the
inaugural edition of the league. Long
distance de�nes this father-daughter
relationship.

“When I started cricket, he was
actually not in Australia (where the family
moved to after his retirement in 2016). I
think he was in India and I was playing
locally, just for fun. I was bowling, and the
ball was looping. I didn’t have a clue
about cricket then. 

“My mom (Lankan actor Manjula
Thilini) said if I enjoyed it, I should keep
at it, and she’d send video clips of me
playing. One day, he saw something he
liked and thought there was talent there
work with. That’s how I started playing,”
Limmy, as she is fondly called, told The

Hindu after her game at the M.A.
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai.

Memories of those early videos draw
out a chuckle from Dilshan.

“Limmy began playing at home in the
garden. She’d normally hit tennis balls. I
didn’t take it so seriously then. I wanted
my son to play. After my retirement in
2016, we moved to Australia as a family. I
continued playing Legends League and
was travelling and my wife would tell me
about Limmy’s thing with cricket. She was
very keen. During break time in school,
she’d play with the boys. One of the
teachers picked up on that and took her
and my wife to a local club where she
signed up and started training. My wife
then sent me the videos,” Dilshan told this
publication.

“I still have those early videos and still
have a good laugh when I revisit them.
She bowled all the wrong lengths, used
the wrong arm. The ball would bounce
thrice. But she was so keen. She’d wake
up early to watch matches regardless of
her schedule. It was evident she wanted
to do something in the game. So, we
decided to work hard on that for one year.
Every day, two to three hours after
school, we worked on her game,” the
49-year-old added.

The youngest
The results then trickled in. In 2021,
Limmy, aged 12, became the youngest
female cricketer to play at the premier
level when she made the U-16 squad for
Cricket Victoria.

She then broke into the U-19 Victoria
side and played regularly for Melbourne
Cricket Club. Dilshan even fondly
remembers a century she scored for
Victoria. But then, the family patriarch
threw his eldest a googly.

“We decided to take her to Sri Lanka. I
took her to my club, Bloom�eld (Cricket
and Athletic Club) in Colombo. We spent
time working on her bowling. We tried
her out in the U-19 provincial side, where
she did really well. Selectors then wanted
to pick her, and she made the team for
the inaugural U-19 Asia Cup in 2024 and
the U19 World Cup in Malaysia last year,”
he remembered.

Sri Lanka made the Super Six stage of

the World Cup but couldn’t progress to
the knockouts, �nishing �fth in the �nal
standings. But one memory stands out.

“Sri Lanka beat Australia in the Super
Six match, and Limmy won the
Player-of-the-Match Award,” Dilshan
exclaimed, the irony not lost on him. She
took a wicket, giving away just 18 runs in
her four overs. She also took two catches
and e�ected a run out in that low-scoring
�xture where Sri Lanka defended a paltry
99/8 with a 12-run win.

She eventually �nished that
tournament with seven wickets, the
second-highest wicket-taker for her side
behind left-arm spinner Chamodi
Praboda’s nine scalps.

Obvious choice
For a young bowler, leg-spin isn’t an
obvious choice of speciality.

“She always bowled the googly, and it
came naturally for her,” Dilshan, a handy
o�e himself, explained.

“I thought, developing it into leg-spin
would be more advantageous for her, and
for any side she might be a part of. It took
us a year,” he added, saying small but
smart interventions as a coach are needed
early on in a player’s trajectory to
maximise their success as a cricketer.

“In my bowling, I’m trying to work on
my speed. I am trying to bowl �atter and
get the ball to turn more,” Limmy
explained.

With Dilshan as coach, the
conversation turned to batting soon
enough. She started lower down the
order but soon began opening for her side
and then moved into the middle order,
especially in 50-over games. Ask her
about what tricks her dad has shared with
her in the nets, and she asks, “You’re
talking about the Dilscoop, right?”

“We’ve been practising it. I practised it
�rst with my dad, and I tried a few in the
nets, and it came out really well. I’m
just waiting for the right ball in the
middle to play it,” she added
cheekily.

Country �rst
Cricketing migrations to
Australia are the norm, not
away from it. For the women’s
game, Australian systems have
been the holy grail, led by a
senior women’s side that is head
and shoulders above its
competition. But for Dilshan, that
Sri Lankan crest he had worn on
his chest for nearly two
decades meant more.

“As a Sri Lankan
captain, I’m happy
for my daughter to
play for Sri
Lanka. Yes, we
live in
Australia.
Every facility
is there. The
pathways
are very
good, and
there is no

di�erence between boys and girls. But as
a Sri Lankan, I do want her to play for Sri
Lanka,” Dilshan stated.

His wife was unsure about the move.
But Limmy immediately got on board.

“I remember the �rst day she had a
trial. We landed in Colombo at 11.30 or 12
o’clock at night. It was 2 am by the time
we got home. She had a game the next
morning. She played, took four wickets,
and scored �fty-odd. On the way back
home, she threw up while on the road.
The time di�erence and the strain of it
were a bit much. But she was ready. She
always delivers what I ask of her. There’s
no complaining or saying she’s tired,”
Dilshan proudly declared.

When performances didn’t go her way,
Dilshan and Limmy were out late to hit
the nets.

“Even if she’s come back late from a
game, if she hasn’t performed well, she’ll
say, ‘ Thaathi (Sinhalese term for father),
let’s go to the nets.’ That could be at 10
pm. I would have to book indoor nets,
and we’d go and train for an hour.

“You can see the change in where her
mum is now. She was unsure before, but
she’s so happy with how Limmy has come
along,” he added.

For Limmy, it is also an opportunity to
carry on her father’s legacy.

“I’m actually really proud to be his
daughter and to start a career, not
because of him, but inspired by him
really, and I’m really happy that I have
this �gure behind me, supporting me and
always there for me whenever I need
him.”

Try and be better than me
When she made the national U-19 side,
Limmy distinctly remembers Dilshan
saying, “You’re following in my footsteps.
You have to be better than me. Try and be

better than me!”
A day after The Hindu

caught up with Limmy,
Dilshan looks at her

laughing on video as
she brushes o� the

pressure those
lines come with
and can’t help but
smile.

“She’s totally
di�erent from

me. She’s a leg
spinner, I’m an

o� spinner.
I’m

right-handed, she’s left-handed. My only
message to her has always been that she
needs to be a good cricketer in all three
departments. When she started playing,
she was a very poor �elder. As her father
and one of the best �elders in the world, I
was a bit disappointed when she would
drop catches. We set a target for that too.
I heard she was good in one of these
games and put in some good stops in the
�eld.”

For Limmy, Thaathi is the north star.
Coaches at di�erent levels may give her
countless tips, but nothing happens
without her father hearing about it and
giving his thoughts on its validity. That
means the cricketer and coach in Dilshan
is always on, but it’s a relationship
bedrock he has come to savour.

“I am quite happy that Limansa listens
to me. Even when coaches try to change
something, she will bring it to me �rst. I
always encourage trying everything. If it
doesn’t work, go back to your basics!”

Huge relief
As a father, seeing systems emerge for his
daughter to discover her cricketing
sensibilities within is a huge relief for
Dilshan.

What Limmy can only learn from
someone like her father, which is perhaps
most important, is managing
expectations.

“I’ve told her that sometimes she might
get dropped, even if her performances are
okay. It’s happened to me too. In 2008, I
was benched. I went back to domestic
cricket, scored heavily, and won games,
but still didn’t get highlighted enough to
make it back. I was batting at No.6 or 7. I
then pitched myself as an opener to the
management. I knew Sanath ( Jayasuriya)
was retiring in the 2009 season, and that
space was there to take. I went back to the
domestic scene and scored heavily,
batting till the 25th and 26th over.”

“In 2008-09, I got an opportunity to
play as an opener, that too in the squad,
not the eleven, when we toured Pakistan
(now infamous for the attack on the
Lankan player bus in Lahore). I piled up
runs, got 140-odd, and even won Player of
the Series. But I got that chance because
Upul Tharanga pulled something just
before the toss in the opening game. That
opening slot was mine thereafter till I
retired. I took risks, but they worked. I
always tell Limmy that sometimes, as
cricketers, we have to take risks. She
knows disappointments, drops will come
and understands they are part of the
package.”

In the middle of a crucial school year,
the Tillakaratne household has

allowed her to put schoolwork on
hold as she prepares to make the
team for the U-19 World Cup once
more.

Assignments are being sent
from wherever she’s playing in
the meantime. The big
questions are a headache for
after January and Limmy is
happy to just focus on being
on a cricket �eld full-time.

Limansa — a star in the making 
from the Dilshan lineage

The daughter of the celebrated former Sri Lanka opener is leaving no stone unturned as she hopes to make an impression in the U-19 Women’s

World Cup which will be jointly hosted by Bangladesh and Nepal in early 2027; she is also looking to carve an identity of her own

THE GIST

�

Limansa and her father,
Dilshan, are opposites who
love working on their craft
together. He's an o�-spinner,
she's a leg-spinner. He's
right-handed, she's left-handed

�

Fondly called Limmy, she grew
in the Australian cricketing
system before the family
decided that she should
represent her native country

�

When she broke through to
Premier cricket in Australia, she
was only 12, making her the
youngest female cricketer to
play at that level

�

Limansa was part of the 
Sri Lankan U-19 World Cup
squad in 2025 and the side
made the Super Six stage

Anirudh Velamuri
Lavanya L
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