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HC nixes orders
giving jobs to kin
of Karur victims

MADURAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on Monday
struck down orders of the

T.N. government granting
government jobs to family
members of the victims of the
Karur stampede that occurred
in September 2025 during a
TVK roadshow. » Page 6

HC allows Gadkari
to sue Meta, X
over ethanol posts

MUMBAI

The Bombay HC on Monday
allowed Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari to initiate legal action
against Meta, Google, and X
over social media content that
he alleged falsely links him to
the Centre’s Ethanol Blending
Programme. » Page 14

CJP warns of fresh protests
over govt.s ‘promise breach’

Centre violating assurance of not taking action against protesters, says CJP; hundreds of students

held while many are under surveillance, says its spokesperson; FIRs withdrawn in Bihar, Bengal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Cockroach Janta
T Party (CJP) on Mon-

day warned of
fresh protests, accusing the
Centre of violating its assu-
rance that no punitive ac-
tion would be taken
against protesters.

“We are observing a
complete breach of the
agreement regarding no
police action against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students have been arrest-
ed in Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being
surveilled/harassed in Del-
hi and other States,” CJP
spokesperson  Ashutosh
Ranka said in a post on X.

The statement came fol-
lowing reports of crack-
down on volunteers assist-
ing  protesters  with
logistics in various States.

CJP leaders Saurav Das, centre, and Ashutosh R

g

anka, right, with

Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal and others in New Delhi. RV. MOORTHY

The Bihar government
announced later in the
evening that it was with-
drawing all FIRs against
protesters registered be-
fore 6 p.m. on July 26.

FIRs in West Bengal and
Assam have also been with-
drawn, the CJP said on
Monday night.

However, Mr. Ranka, in

a late-night post, said vo-
lunteers from Rajasthan
were being harassed and
demanded coordination
between the Centre and
State governments to with-
draw FIRs. The CJP was
awaiting a written agree-
ment from the Centre by
Tuesday, he added.

In Uttar Pradesh, Samaj-

Apex court mulls guidelines
to regulate police conduct
during mass demonstrations

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI QQ Merely
. because
FOVto tables Bill Observing that the consti- there is agitation, it
inLS to toughen tutional right to peaceful dloes et e G
. protest must be protected, :

penaltles on leaks the Supreme Court on should be_ d !athl .

Monday indicated that it charge. Discipline is
NEW DELHI may consider framing un- integral to the

The Union government on
Monday introduced a Bill in
the Lok Sabha providing for
harsher penalties for exam
paper leaks amid a huge
uproar by Opposition members
demanding a discussion on
police action against protesting

students first. » PAGE 13

wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav alleged that many
students in Prayagraj have
been abducted by a special
team of police in a vehicle
without number plates.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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iform guidelines to regu-
late police conduct during
large-scale demonstra-
tions.

“The right to peaceful
protest is absolutely gua-
ranteed under the Consti-
tution. So long as it is a
peaceful agitation, merely
because there is agitation,
there cannot be [police ex-
cesses]... If there is police
excess committed, it
should be independently
examined. Merely because
there is agitation, it does
not mean there should be a
lathi charge. Discipline is
integral to the democratic
process,” Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant oral-
ly remarked.

democratic
A\ process

; ‘ SURYA
\ KANT
Chief
Justice of
India

The observations came

as multiple petitions con-
cerning protests over ex-
amination issues, includ-
ing pleas alleging police
excesses during the July 20
march to Parliament as
well as those concerning
the alleged “aerial firing”
by police in Bihar, were
mentioned before the
Bench. The top court
agreed to hear all pending

petitions  together on
Tuesday.
The C(Jl-led Bench,

which also comprised Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
V. Mohana, said it was
equally concerned about
injuries suffered by both
protesters and police per-
sonnel during such prot-
ests, and stressed that
“self-imposed discipline”
on the part of both citizens
and law enforcement was
essential to the functioning
of a democracy.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh urged the court to
frame uniform guidelines
governing police action
during protests, pointing
out that allegations of pol-
ice excesses were not con-
fined to Delhi but had sur-
faced across the country.

The CJI agreed that a
standard operating proto-
col appeared necessary.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank

A Quarter of Progress.

A Future of Possibilities.
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Tamilnad
Mercantile
Bank Ltd

Be a step ahead in life

Scan QR to View Detailed
Financial Results

NOTE: 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results filed with Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements)

Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results is available on the website of the Stock Exchange(s) (www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com) and on the Bank's Website

(Www.tmb.bank.in). 2. Information relating to Total comprehensive income and other comprehensive income is not furnished as Ind-AS is not yet made applicable to banks.

Toll-free: 180 0425 0426 | www.tmb.bank.in

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Regd. Office: 57, V.E. Road, Thoothukudi, Tamilnadu - 628 002.

TA\B456 & 567

Earn 7.75% p.a. Super Senior Citizens*
Earn 7.10% p.a. for General Citizens*

30-06-2026 30-06-2025 31-03-2026 ©
! ! 1 Total Income from Operations (Net) 1,900.79 1,617.47 6,696.49

TOTAL ADVANCES 57,306 45,120 27.01 2 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period, (exceptional and/ or extraordinary items) 557.14 403.92 1,806.60
CASA 16,852 14,411 16.94 3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax, (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 557.14 403.92 1,806.60
OPERATING PROFIT 611 412 48.22 4 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax, (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 411.51 304.89 1,337.55

5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period (comprising Profit / Loss) for the period NA NA NA
NET PROFIT 412 305 34.97 (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)
NET INTEREST INCOME 765 580 32.01 M R R 19828 15835 19835

7 Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves) 10,403.67 9,169.92 9,951.81
GROSS NPA % 0.69 1.22 53 BPS

8 Securities (Premium Account) 769.23 769.23 769.23

o,
NET NPA % 0.17 0.33 16 BPS 9 Net Worth 10,562.02 9,328.27 10,110.16
NIM % 4.29 3.84 45 BPS 10 Paid-up Debt Capital / Outstanding Debt - = -
ROA % 2." 4 1.82 32 B ps 1 Debt-Equity Ratio 0.05 = 0.02
Earnings Per Share (of ¥10/- each) (Not lised) (For inuing and di i 1 operations)
2{0] 73 15.93 13.30 263 BPS 2| @) 25.99 19.25 84.47
b) Diluted 25.99 19.25 84.47

CRAR % 3233 31.55 78 BPS (®)pilre

13 Capital Redemption Reserve = = =
EPS (%) (Not Annualised) [rLR:-1) 19.25 35.01 14 Debenture Redemption Reserve _ _ _
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AAP to hold
town hall
against E20
on August 1

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Monday stepped
up its campaign against
E20-blended petrol by an-
nouncing a national town
hall at the Constitution
Club in New Delhi on Au-
gust 1.

Addressing a press con-
ference, AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal said
the event will bring togeth-
er experts, vehicle owners
and concerned citizens to
discuss the impact of E20
petrol and chart the future
course of the campaign.

Mr. Kejriwal also alleged
that another examination
paper leak had now hap-
pened in Gujarat, and
claimed that such incidents
would continue unless the
BJP is voted out of power.

Timings
DELHI
TUESDAY, JUL. 28
RISE  05:41
RISE 18:38
WEDNESDAY, JUL. 29
RISE  05:41 SET 19:14
RISE 19:17 SET 05:07
THURSDAY, JUL. 30
RISE  05:42
RISE  19:51

SET 19:15
SET 04:09

SET 19:14
SET 06:05

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 29
Safdarjang 38 29
Palam 37 27

Delhi Palam Today

33°C The weather will be
warm. Few spells of moderate
to heavy rain & thundershower
with gusty wonds to occur.
Night also will be uneasy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

30°C The weather will be slight
warm. Few spells of moderate
to heavy rain and thunder-
shower with strong winds to
oceur.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2026
All rights reserved.
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products and/or services. In no event can the
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Police use facial recognition
system to identify over 2,800
‘criminals’ present at protest

Exercise aimed at assessing ‘background of participants’ in Jantar Mantar protests: police; findings

to be part of investigation into July 20 violence; no clarification on ‘harassment’ of protesters by police

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

elhi Police has
D identified as many
as 2,873 people

with previous criminal re-
cords who were present at
the Jantar Mantar protests,
official sources said on
Monday.

According to the sourc-
es, the police exercise re-
lied on facial recognition
systems installed at and
around the protest venue.
The Al-enabled system
compares live CCTV foot-
age with existing criminal
databases and dossier re-
cords maintained by diffe-
rent district police units
and law enforcement
agencies.

The verification exercise
comes following the crack-
down on protesters during
the Cockroach Janta Par-
ty’s march to Parliament
on July 20.

At least 989 individuals

Under watch: A mobile surveillance van parked at the Jantar
Mantar protest site last week. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

have been previously in-
volved in heinous crimes,
101 in murder, 62 in at-
tempt to murder and 284
in robbery, police sources
said, adding that at least 61
people were earlier in-
volved in cases of rape, six
were booked under provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act and 25 others
for molestation.

They said the initiative
was aimed at identifying pe-
ople with previous criminal

involvement and assessing
the background of indivi-
duals participating in or
moving around the protest
site. The police, however,
have not given any clarifi-
cation on queries related
to protesters being ha-
rassed at the site allegedly
by their personnel, includ-
ing those in plainclothes
and not wearing name tags
and some who allegedly
harassed women during
the march to Parliament.
“The analysis showed

that among the 101 people
linked to murder cases, 42
were involved in two or
more criminal cases, while
12 have criminal histories
involving 10 or more cases,
suggesting repeated invol-
vement in serious offenc-
es,” a senior officer said.
The findings would
form part of the overall in-
vestigation into the vio-
lence witnessed during the
protest and would be used
to identify individuals re-

quiring further
verification.
‘Repeat offenders’

“The criminal history indi-
cates that they are habitual
offenders, having been in-
volved in multiple criminal
cases,” the officer added.

Similarly, 155 of the 284
accused in dacoity and
robbery cases had multiple
criminal cases against
them, including 31 who
had been booked in 10 or
more cases.

Protest surveillance PIL
infructuous: Centre;
HC suggests fresh plea

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Monday
told the Delhi High Court
that a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) alleging surveil-
lance of protesters during
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)-led agitation at Jantar
Mantar had become infruc-
tuous with the end of the
protest. The Bench, ho-
wever, indicated that the
broader issue of surveil-
lance of protesters could
be examined in an appro-
priate case and suggested
that the petitioner file a
fresh plea on the issue in-
stead of one confined to
the CJP protest.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.K. Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tejas Karia asked the
petitioner to allow “things
to cool down further” be-
fore moving a fresh plea.

The PIL was filed by
Aishe Ghosh, former Jawa-
harlal Nehru University
Students’ Union president.

“You better file a peti-
tion where we can exa-
mine the provisions. This
petition, as we under-
stood, was confined to a

The petitioner sought
directions for the destruction
of data collected through
surveillance. FILE PHOTO

particular protest. We are
permitting you to file a pe-
tition which is general in
nature,” the court said.

It added that the fresh
petition could seek guide-
lines governing surveil-
lance of protests.

The counsel for Ms.
Ghosh argued that the
authorities should be di-
rected to permanently des-
troy personal data collect-
ed through surveillance in
view of the Centre’s assu-
rance that no action would

be taken against the
protesters.

The matter will be heard
again on Tuesday.

No plaint yet
over assault
on teenage
protesters,
say police

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Monday
said it has not received any
complaint against a right-
wing leader for assaulting
two teenagers during the
recently concluded protest
at Jantar Mantar.

Ayush Ranjan, a 16-year-
old resident of Bareilly, Ut-
tar Pradesh, who travelled
to New Delhi on July 23 to
attend the stir at Jantar
Mantar, told The Hindu: “I
called the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, New Del-
hi, but they have asked me
to come to Delhi to file the
FIR”

Videos uploaded by Sa-
tyam Pandit, president of
the Hindu Rashtra Veer Se-
na, show him and his asso-
ciates verbally abusing and
assaulting Ayush and his
friend Rahul Pal, who is al-
SO a minor.

No FIR was registered
till the time of going to
press despite the video
uploaded by Mr. Pandit go-
ing viral and drawing wi-
despread criticism.

Saket collapse: probe
holds MCD responsible

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A Delhi government-or-
dered magisterial probe
has found the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) “primarily responsi-
ble” for the May 30 Saket
building collapse, which
claimed six lives.

‘Fabricating records’
The report also accuses the
municipality of fabricating
records to “mislead” the
investigation.

The report, submitted
recently by the District Ma-
gistrate (South) to the Chief
Secretary, states that the
MCD was negligent as it
“failed” to enforce building
bylaws.

The report notes that
the collapse was caused
primarily by unauthorised
structural additions, in-
cluding illegal third and
fourth floors, combined
with inadequate regulatory
enforcement. It concludes
that the disaster was
preventable.

4 feared drowned in
Yamuna in east Delhi

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Four persons are feared to
have drowned in the Ya-
muna in east Delhi’s Gand-
hi Nagar, a Delhi Fire Ser-
vices (DFS) officer said on
Monday, adding that one
body has been recovered
but its identity is yet to be
established.

The incident was re-
ported near Madina Masjid
on Zero Pusta Road.

The officer said a call
was received around 7.20

p.m. and two fire tenders
were dispatched to the
spot by 7.22 p.m.

Search paused for night
“After receiving the infor-
mation, we sent two vehi-
cles and launched a search
operation. Due to low visi-
bility, the search operation
has been halted for the
night. It will resume after
daybreak,” the DFS officer
said, adding that the exact
circumstances leading to
the incident are yet to be
ascertained.
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Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Corporation Limited
3“floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Adjacent to

‘l.\ o State Health Society, Patna 800014,
Phone/Fax: +91612 2283287,+ 91612 2283288
|sovt. ofBinar

(Notice Inviting E-Bids)

Tender for the Procurement, Rate Contract and Supply of Medical Equipment for
different Govt. Health Institutions of Bihar.
Notice Inviting Tender No.-BMSICL/2026-27/ME-505

(Only through E- Tender on website:-https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)
The Bihar Medical Services and Infrastructure Corporation Limited, Patna invites e-bids from
interested parties for Procurement, Rate Contract and supply of Medical Equipment for different
Government Health Institutions of Bihar as listed below:-

1.

Cardiotocography (CTG) Machine

I/ Office of the Assistant Conservator of Forest
“=""HRB Colony, Phoenix Mall opposite, Mahadevapura,
Bangalore-560048, Telephone No: 9900245013,
E-mail: acfeastgba@gmail.com

;'f@'\ BENGALURU EAST CITY CORPORATION

No: ACF/BECC/TENDER! 45/2026-27
TWO COVER SYSTEM

Short Term Tender Notification
(Through GoK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

The Assistant Conservator of Forests, BECC, Bangalore on
behalf of the Commissioner, BECC invites works tenders two

Date: 27.07.2026

Delhi Police seeks death penalty
for Tahir Hussain, four others

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Mon-
day sought the death penal-
ty for former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillor Ta-
hir Hussain and four others
convicted of the murder of
Intelligence Bureau officer
Ankit Sharma during the
2020 riots.

The police submitted be-
fore Additional Sessions
Judge Praveen Singh of the
Karkardooma Courts that
the “cold-blooded” killing,
marked by 51 injuries on
the victim’s body, qualified
as a “rarest of rare” case
warranting capital
punishment.

Former AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain. FILE PHOTO

Special Public Prosecu-
tor Madhukar Pandey ar-
gued that the crime was ex-
ceptionally brutal and
warranted the maximum
punishment. The court was
informed that among the 51
injuries, 18 were caused by
sharp-edged  weapons,
which the prosecution said

reflected the intent and se-
verity of the attack.

The assault continued
even after the victim had
died, the prosecution
argued.

The court, which con-
victed the five accused on
July 14, reserved its order
for July 31 after hearing ar-
guments from both the
prosecution and the de-
fence counsels. The coun-
sel for Hussain opposed the
plea for capital punish-
ment and submitted that
the trial court’s judgment
established the presence of
a mob at the scene but did
not attribute a specific role
to each convict sufficient to
justify the death penalty.

TSt

Ref : - 1143/BRIDCUL- 979(1)/26

BRIDCUL (fsrs<szon)

forer, AU, =T UUS 3163 TEhRTTUR Saciudc BRURTH 36 Icrsvs fafaes y
(ITARTHAVE ATHR BT IUHH) Yd A IcaTHIUS e azanye fawra foreore fafaes

: STIATATTSAT TS, 583 -3, ITTGTHBIA TS oET03TTEz0

ForEstarge & JATS, ATSIRT, JAERAYR IS, IETIGeT— 248001

CIN No - U45203UR2008SGC032591 2B aa— 0135-2522941, S—3AST — bridcul@gmail.com

E-Tendering (2nd Call)

Dated: 27/07/2026

On behalf of Hon'ble, Governor of Uttarakhand, E-Tender are invited by Managing Director BRIDCUL, from

Tender Schedule

Tender Reference No.

BMSICL/2026-27/ME-505

Date of Pre- Bid Meeting

07" August 2026 at 15:00 Hrs in Conference hall
of BMSICL, 3 Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, 1GIMS
Campus, Sheikhpura, Patna (Bihar)

All Pre-bid queries to be submitted through e-
mail on bmsicltenderequipment@gmail.com
Upto 10%" August 2026 till 17:00 Hrs.
(Note:- No Pre-bid queries would be entertained
after the above mentioned dead line)

online bids

Last date and time of submission of

01 September 2026 upto 17:00 Hrs.

cover systems from Contractors registered in Greater
Bangalore Authority or equivalent registration/ CPWD / KPWD /
FOREST / Railways / MES / National Highway or any State
Government Organizations for the works detailed in the table
below.

S.N. Name of the work

Raising of Monsoon Plantation in East City Corporation
of Mahadevapura Zone-1 for the year 2026-27 and
1 | Maintenance during the year 2027-28 and 2028-29 in
Mahadevapura Assembly Constituency Limits -3850
Plants (GBA BECC Grants). Tender Cost Rs.: 80.00
lakhs, EMD: Rs.1,60,000/-. Period of Completion :
31-03-2029.

Last date and time for submission of
original documents of EMD.

02"¢September 2026 upto 14:00 Hrs.

Technical Bid

Date, Time and Place of opening of

02"¢September (at 15:00 Hrs.) on the website of
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in the office of BMSICL

Bids

Date and time of opening of financial

To be announced later on
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in

Validity of Tender

180 Days

Cost of the tender document

Rs.11,800/- (Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred
Rupees only) Non-refundable.

Tender Processing Fee

Rs 1180/- (on the website of
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in )

& www.bmsicl.gov.in

PR- 008789 (B & C) 2026-27

Note- Changes suggested by prospective bidder in Pre-Bid meeting may be incorporated in the
tender document at the sole discretion of the tender inviting authority and for which corrigendum
will be issued separately and uploaded on the website

GM (Procurement)
BMSICL, Patna

For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

1 9 g9 B € U & SUAR, §¢ WdHed AR TRIR | AR

WRA TR/ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA / 3iafiet fawr/ DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
ferchm |wTE aaRer g/ VIKRAM SARABHAI SPACE CENTRE
oot wdl 3rReroT 79 / CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP

fereaage/ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 22 / (% 7./ Ph. No. 0471 - 2564568 / 5669 / 4537)

$-fAferen e e gu wfetw =1 / BRIEF NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

e Date : 27.07.2026

A o Tedfa 3R & freferfiaa et % fore $-Eefin gru atiterms ae-<x ffaerd smfia i s €1 On behalf of the President of
India, online item-rate tenders are invited through E-tendering for the following work.
1. framet, deawaEh, qor § TEH H HI5AH HE / Road resurfacing works at VRC, VSSC, Thumba NIT No. VSSC/CMG/
C01/11/2026-27 Dt. 24.07.2026, (H.¢.%t /P.A.C: % 465.50 &@/ Lakhs)
SIS U 1 31l / Period for downloading : feriish 25.07.2026, 10.00 5/ hrs &/ to feriish 06.08.2026, 23.00 <151/ hrs.

g ﬁ!ﬁ?{m]‘( =N % ﬁ*l'Q www.tenderwizard.in/isro JIT www.isro.gov.in é@l/ Interested tenderers may visit
www.tenderwizard.in/isro or www.isro.gov.in for details.

e, Hiers, sfoauast
Head, CMG, VSSC

Raising of Monsoon Plantation in East City Corporation
K.R Puram zone for the year 2026-27 and Maintenance
during the year 2027-28 and 2028-29 in K.R. Puram

given as below:-

the Contractors registered with any Govt./Semi Govt./PSU/Nigam in suitable Class & Category for the works

S. Ref No. Name of Project Estimated | Earnest | Cost of Tender| Time
No Cost (In Lac | Money Document | Period
including | (In Lac) (InRs.)
GST)
BRIDCUL/HQ | SITC of Lift work for State 5000 + 12
1| HLD/17/2026 | Guest House at Tanakpur Distt. 62.48 1.25 18% GST | Month
27 Champawat. ° on

For above tenders, document download start date is 29.07.2026 and Bid submission end date is
12.08.2026 at 1500 Hrs. The details of e-tender of above works can be obtained directly from website
https://uktenders.gov.in
Changes, if any will be intimated only through website https://uktenders.gov.in

DGM (HQ)

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Stores & Purchase Department, Central Offices, Sarige Sadana,

Assembly Constituency in
Bairathi, Arkawathi BDA Layout , Rampura Lake Main
2 | Road Rampura, Vaddara palya Layout Vaddara palya,
Jayarama Reddy Layout Bairathi, Akshya soorya Layout
Seegehalli, Abhivruddi Layout Seegehalli, Maruthi
Meadows Layout Kottanuru and K.R. Puram Assembly
Constituency Limits -4450 Plants (GBA BECC Grants).
Tender Cost Rs.: 91.50 lakhs, EMD: Rs.1,83,000/-.
Period of Completion : 31-03-2029.

Bile Shivale Main Road

Raising of Monsoon Plantation in East City Corporation
Zone - 1 (C.A) for the year 2026-27, and Maintenance
during the year 2027-28, 2028-29, 2029-30 and 2030-31
3 | in Mahadevpura Assembly Constituency in Bellanduru
Lake-3840 Plants (Compensatory Afforestation Grants).
Tender Cost Rs.: 119.98 lakhs, EMD: Rs.2,00,000/-.
Period of Completion : 31-03-2031.

Raising of Monsoon Plantation (C.A) in
Corporation K.R Puram Zone for the year 2026-27 and
Maintenance during the year 2027-28 and 2028-29in K.R.
4 | Puram Assembly Constituency limits of Kalkere Lake and
Rampura Lake- 3840 Plants (Compensatory Afforestation
Grants). Tender Cost Rs.: 119.98 lakhs, EMD:
Rs.2,00,000/-. Period of Completion : 31-03-2031.

East City

Calendar of events: 1) Date of Commencement of Download of
Document from KPPP website: 29.07.2026, 5.00 PM after wards
2) Last Date and Time for uploading Online Queries in
Procurement : 31.07.2026 Up to 4:30 PM. 3) Date and Time of
Pre-bid Meeting : 04.08.2026 at 4:30 PM. 4) Last Date and
Time for uploading of Tender sine Procurement portal for :
07.08.2026 Up to 5.30 PM. 5) Opening of technical document :

On10.08.2026 at 11.00AM.

Sd/- Assistant Conservator of Forests

Main Road, KALABURAGI - 585 102.

Mobile No. 77606 86172 (COSP), 77609 92029 (S.O).

No.KKRTC/CO/COSP/05/2026-27.

TENDER INVITING NOTICE
(THROUGH KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)

Dated:27.07.2026

Tenders through KPP Portal (pre-qualification & commercial) are invited for supply
of following items.

i Last date for
fllc; Tender No. Tender Nomenclature \ZSISQZSLG) submission of
: ) tender
1. |KKRTC/2026-27/ |Procurement of Tyre, Tube & Flap Sets, 18.55 28.08.2026
IND0221 Tubeless Radial Tyres and Additional Crore |at 15.00 hrs
Tubes & Flaps

2. |KKRTC/2026-27/ |Procurement of Pneumatic Door Closure 0.29 17.08.2026
IND0222 Assembly & Spares Crore |at 15.00 hrs

3. |KKRTC/2026-27/ |Procurement of Window Flocked EPDM  |g 11 crore | 17-08.2026
IND0223 Rubber Channels. at 15.00 hrs

4. [KKRTC/2026-27/ |Procurement of Automotive Bulbs 0.39 Crore | 17.08.2026
IND0224 at 15.00 hrs

5. | KKRTC/2025-26/ |Procurement of Minor Garage Equipments |0.29 crore | 17:08:2026
IND0159/CALL-5 at 15.00 hrs

6. | KKRTC/2026-27/ Procurement of First Aid Box & Medicine 17.08.2026
IND0212/CALL-2 0.35 Crore | o+ 15.00 hrs

All the details of Tender, Registration, Tender form documents etc. are available at
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/.Mail to cospnekrtc@gmail.com or support@eprochelpdesk. com

DIPR/Kalaburagi/357/Deshpande Publicity/2026-27

for further information if required. Further, any addendum /corrigendum related to changes in
terms and conditions of tender, specification and calendar of events etc. will be uploaded

only through KPP portal. Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases

(Tender Inviting Authority)
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RERA REGISTRATION NO. HARERA /GGM / 1023/755/2025/126

https://haryanarera.gov.in/view_project/searchprojectDetail/3666
Project Name: JAY SHREE ROYAL GREENS | Developer: GSK INFRATECH LLP

Z>" DEEN DAYAL AFFORDABLE PLOT

(Under Deen Dayal Jan Awas Yojna 2016, Govt. of Haryana)

(eforedt & &rel Whl-gies smareia wie)

JadamgrReT Y gfad T srar @ f& JAY SHREE ROYAL GREENS waez-3, Ueidl, U,
gRAOM & dF qATr S ERT IISTAT & dad AERT Hds @RI TRBIR &t AhIsTd

Frsfrrer @ics st DDJAY-2016 & dga) dsfiereor & fou wgeft 81 fawor de=mge
www.deendayalaffordableplot.com uz Sucer z |

Q@ SECTOR-3, PATAUDI, GURUGRAM

BANG ON

YHATCAT qeT
$1.27 Cr*,

E ]-: e ——
i e

Uoflheur & AT 33% ma@msﬂ L
&dcs 30 WBic | Td AehEl paAaiiRal =%
TS a?ﬁ'c:m?faa ‘.’

amdeeT it aifeer fafer (amor) | et ot A (qeemaaTe) |

28-07-2026 | 30-07-2026

REGISTRATION
AMOUNT

? 3 0 0 0 0 Registration Amount is Fully Refundable
ONLY for Unsuccessful Applicants
4
PAYMENT TABLE

Areain Areain Price Per Registration 10% With in 30% with in 30 Days 60% as per CLP Plan

Total Cost

(sq.vd.) (sq. Mtr.) Sq. Yd. Amount 5 Days (Bank Loan Available) | (Bank Loan Available)

1 127.7186 | 106.845 | ¥1,00,000 4 30,000 | ¥12,47,860 ¥ 38,33,580 ¥ 16,617,160 ¥1,21,78,600
2 161.46 135.001 | ¥1,00,000 30,000 | ¥15,84,600 ¥48,43,800 ¥ 96,87,600 ¥ 1,61,46,000

PLC & Govt. Charges as applicable
Registration of Builder Buyer Agreement is Mandatory after Making a Total Payment of 10%

LOCATION BENEFITS

= NH8 — 5 Mins = Dharuhera - 15 Mins

= Dwarka Expressway — 15 Mins = Upcoming Global City — 15 Mins

+ KMP - 5 Mins = Proposed Disneyland [ Theme Park — 10 Mins
= |[MT Manesar — 5 Mins = Pataudi Palace — 1 Min

AMENITIES

-
|

S

B JaLi0 ‘ |
| ! 'l mﬁ-_,,
4 _.L_w

Gated Community Swimming Pool Indoor Gym Cricket Net CCTV Surveillance Pickleball Toddler Park Club House

Loan Available From Leading Banks

acactsa &t. :+91-7065 594 594
Register Online: www.deendayalaffordableplot.com

Disclaimer: License No. 86 of 2025 dated 27.05.2025 has been granted to GSK Infratech LLP & Others by the DTCP, Haryana, for a total area measuring 13.2375 acres in Sector -3, Pataudi. The project is being developed in a phased manner under the name “Jay Shree Royal Greens”, covering areas of 13.2375 acres.All information, images,
drawings, plans, or sketches shown in this advertisement are architect’s impressions and are used for illustrative and representational purposes only. These are not to scale and are subject to change in accordance with applicable laws and approvals. Nothing contained herein shall constitute a legal offer, commitment, or form part of any legally binding
agreement of any nature.The Promoter endeavors to keep the information accurate and up-to-date; however, no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of the information provided herein. Recipients/viewers are advised to exercise their own discretion and are requested to
independently verify all details —including area, amenities, services, terms of sale, and payment structures — directly with the authorized Sales Team of the Promoter. Terms & Conditions Apply.

) AND-NDE

it »

Scan for Online Registration
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Raj Thackeray visits cousin

Uddhav on his 66th birthday

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena chief Raj
Thackeray on Monday met his cousin and Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray to greet him
on his 66th birthday. Raj Thackeray visited
Uddhav Thackeray’s residence in Mumbai to
extend birthday greetings to him. Uddhav, the
former chief minister of Maharashtra, had also
visited Raj at his residence on his birthday in
June. On Sunday, they organised a celebration
march from Shivaji Park to Siddhivinayak Temple
following the resignation of Dharmendra
Pradhan as the Union education minister after
protests over the NEET paper leak. e

Commissioner stays Jauhar

university demolition order

Mohammad Ali Jauhar University received
interim relief on Monday after the Divisional
Commissioner of Moradabad stayed the
proposed demolition of 38 structures on the
campus until the next hearing. Divisional
Commissioner Aunjaneya Kumar Singh put on
hold the order issued by the Rampur District
Magistrate, who is also the Vice-Chairman of the
Rampur Development Authority (RDA). The
demolition notice was issued on July 15 after the
RDA alleged that 38 of the 40 structures on the
campus had been constructed without approved

building plans.

‘He was not part of Bihar
bandh’: students’ families
allege wrongful arrests

Several students arrested after Saturday protest were sent to Beur Central Jail in Patna in the early

hours of Monday; State police not cooperating, violated basic rights, says lawyer working on case

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

amilies of several
F students  arrested
during last Satur-

day’s ‘Bihar bandh’ faced a
tense night as their wards
were sent to Beur Central
Jail here in the early hours
of Monday, leaving rela-
tives scrambling for legal
help and information
about the charges.

Thousands of people,
including students, took
part in the agitation in sup-
port of the Jantar Mantar
protest demanding the re-
signation of then Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan over the
alleged NEET paper leak.

Prince Kumar, a resi-
dent of Begusarai and the
elder brother of Piyush Ku-
mar, said the Gandhi Mai-
dan police in Patna wrong-
fully arrested his younger
brother and that he was
running from pillar to post
to secure his release.

“I have no idea under
what charges he has been
arrested. He was sent to jail

bandh’ in Patna on Saturday. PTI

at 3 a.m. He was not even
part of the protest; he had
gone to purchase second-
hand books for competi-
tive examinations near
Gandhi Maidan, where the
protest had begun, and the
police picked him up from
there,” Mr. Prince said.
Mohammad Rashid, a
resident of Kankarbagh in
the State capital, said his
relative Mohammad Shariq
Quraishi was arrested by
the police on the day of the
protest when he had gone
to a petrol pump. “ After
the clash between the pol-

ice and protesters, he tried
to leave the area, but the
Gandhi Maidan police
caught him. On July 25, the
entire day, the police did
not even inform us about
the police station where he
had been taken. The next
day, on July 26, I received a
call from the Kankarbagh
police station. When I
went there, they asked me
to visit the Gandhi Maidan
police station, but I did not
find him there. Then I
went to the civil court after
learning from the media
that all protesters had been

taken there for production
before the magistrate. I
found him sitting in a pol-
ice van,” Mr. Rashid said.

Several lawyers are ac-
tively working on the case.
One of them, Patna High
Court advocate Pooja Kish-
ore, said the police were
not cooperating and had
violated basic rights, in-
cluding the right to be pro-
duced before a magistrate
within 24 hours.

“I am closely working
on the case and have ap-
plied for bail as most of
them have been illegally ar-
rested. The arrested stu-
dents were denied the op-
portunity to meet lawyers,
and the police shared the
FIR only this evening. Stu-
dents from vulnerable
backgrounds, including
many who were not even
involved in the protests,
have faced humiliation for
over 48 hours. Last night,
the police released the mi-
nor and female students,
but 85 students out of the
144 have been sent to Beur
jail,” Ms. Kishore told The
Hindu.

Cong. chief questions
Shah over ‘flood-free
Assam’ poll promise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge on Monday
targeted Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah over the
recurring floods in Assam,
accusing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) govern-
ment of failing to fulfil its
promise of making the
State “flood-free”.

In a post on X, Mr.
Kharge recalled that the
BJP’s 2016 ‘Assam Vision
Document’ had promised a
permanent solution to the
State’s recurring floods.

The Congress chief also
cited Mr. Shah’s assurance
during the 2021 Assam As-
sembly election campaign
that Assam would be made
“flood-free” within five
years. “Ten years of BJP
rule have now passed.
What happened to those
solemn promises? Why has
Assam’s so-called ‘double-
engine government’ failed
to build a comprehensive
flood-control, erosion
management and rehabili-
tation system?” Mr. Kharge
asked.

Expressing concern ov-
er the devastation caused
by the floods, Mr. Kharge
said that at least 68 people
had lost their lives and
nearly 10 lakh people
across 25 districts had

;|

-

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge has urged the Union
and State governments to
mobilise all resources. ANI

been affected.

Condolences to families
He conveyed his condo-
lences to the bereaved fa-
milies, expressed anguish
over people losing their
homes, livelihoods, crops
and livestock, and ap-
pealed to his party col-
leagues to extend all possi-
ble assistance to those
affected.

The Congress president
urged the Union and As-
sam governments to mobil-
ise all available resources
for rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation. He also demand-
ed that substantial assis-
tance be released
immediately from the PM
CARES Fund for affected
families and sought adeq-
uate compensation for ev-
ery life lost and for damage
to homes, livelihoods,
crops and livestock.

Madras HC strikes down orders granting
govt. jobs to kin of Karur stampede victims

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on
Monday struck down or-
ders of the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment granting govern-
ment jobs to family
members of the victims of
the Karur stampede.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices C.V. Karthikeyan and
R. Sakthivel allowed a
batch of public interest liti-
gation petitions that chal-
lenged the Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay-led govern-
ment’s decision to grant
jobs to the family members
of the victims. Earlier, the
court had permitted the
government to go ahead
with an event in Karur this
month to distribute the ap-
pointment orders. Howev-
er, it had made it clear that
the appointment would be
subject to judicial review.

The stampede occurred
in September last year dur-
ing a Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam roadshow ad-
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T.N. Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay handing over an appointment order
to a family member of a stampede victim, in Karur on July 10. AN

dressed by Mr. Vijay, who
is also the party president,
in the run-up to the 2026
Assembly election.

‘Humane gesture’

The court said appoint-
ment on compassionate
grounds was based on
specific guidelines. The go-
vernment submitted that it
was only a humane ges-
ture, which should not be
challenged. “However, it is
the cause of the public that
overrides every other fac-
tor. We are conscious of

the fact that there are wait-
lists in every department
for employment on com-
passionate grounds. It is
not that employment is
granted immediately on
application being received.
Employment is granted on-
ly in accordance with se-
niority and not with refe-
rence to the immediate
nature of relief to be grant-
ed,” the court said.

When there was a wait-
list, it might not be appro-
priate to overlook the
needs of those waiting for

these jobs and extend what
was being termed succour
to the family members of
the Karur stampede vic-
tims, the court said.

It held that these ap-
pointments were in viola-
tion of the principles en-
shrined in Articles 14 and
16 of the Constitution.

The State said it had
granted these jobs in exer-
cise of its executive powers
under Article 162 of the
Constitution. But the court
said any exercise of execu-
tive power had to be within
the confines of the Consti-
tution. If an executive pow-
er of the State was to be left
unfettered, chaos would
reign, it said.

“It is for the courts to
ensure that fairness is evi-
dent,” the Bench said.

The grant of such com-
passionate jobs to those af-
fected in this incident
would only open the flood-
gates for others, the court
said, referring to fireworks
accidents and road acci-
dents due to negligence.

Hindutva supporter’s ‘shoot
protesters’ jab triggers row

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Hindutva ideologue T.G.
Mohandas from Kerala
faced a barrage of criticism
on Monday after a recent
video of him saying he
“would have shot” the
protesters at Jantar Mantar
if he were in control sur-
faced online.

Mr. Mohandas, a former
head of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s (BJP) State intel-
lectual cell, made the com-
ments in a video posted on
his YouTube channel Path-
rika on Sunday.

In a 30-minute video,
Mr. Mohandas speaks at
length about how he
would have tackled the stu-
dent protests by the Cock-
roach Janta Party and oth-
er major Opposition outfits
against the NEET exam
irregularities.

“I will impose a curfew
in about a four-square-kilo-
metre area around Jantar
Mantar. Then I would an-
nounce thrice for the

T.G. Mohandas

crowd to disperse. After
that, I will shoot. People
will scatter away and run
for their lives. Some may
die, some may suffer dis-
abilities.  Within  four
hours, the situation will be
calm. Then I will collect
the bodies and take them
to hospitals,” he said.

In another video, he
said secular women who
take part in protests “enjoy
being gang-raped”.

“Gang rapes will hap-
pen. In this case, there
won’t be any complaints as
these are people who like

being raped. There are wo-
men who like being raped,
especially Leftists, secular,
democratic and proletar-
ians. Now if someone dies
during this, they will turn
the person into a martyr,”
he said.

Rajya Sabha MP and na-
tional president of the De-
mocratic Youth Federation
of India, A.A. Rahim, told
The Hindu that Mr. Mohan-
das’s comments will be
“dealt with politically and
legally”.

“This is an opinion
which exposes the BJP, be-
cause BJP leaders are mak-
ing Mr. Mohandas say
things which they believe
in but cannot say openly in
a society like Kerala. Such
things are being said with a
clear aim to spread divi-
sions in society. The Su-
preme Court has in the
past issued clear warnings
against such hate speech. I
have already sent the video
to advocates to take the ne-
cessary legal action,” said
Mr. Rahim.

Despite resignation, Dharmendra Pradhan remains BJP’s strongman in Odisha

NEWS ANALYSIS

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Dharmendra Pradhan’s re-
signation as Union Educa-
tion Minister on July 25 fol-
lowing protests against the
alleged NEET paper leak
has dented the image of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Though he is unlike-
ly to return to the Union
Cabinet in the near future,
his stature as a party
strongman in Odisha re-
mains largely intact.

Mr. Pradhan is the lon-
gest-serving Union Minis-
ter from Odisha. As a key fi-
gure in the BJP’s inner
circle, he has arguably
wielded more power at the
Centre than any politician
from the State since the
late Biju Patnaik.

“The resignation may be
a temporary setback, forc-

ing him to stay away from
political activities or gover-
nance for a couple of
months. He, however, con-
tinues to be the quintes-
sential power centre in Od-
isha politics,” veteran
political commentator Ra-
bi Das said.

Meanwhile, detractors
argue that as a mere Mem-
ber of Parliament, he won’t
command the same pull he
had as a Union Minister. In
politics, power often dic-
tates loyalty and leaders in
Odisha who once aligned
with him may now recon-
sider their allegiance in
light of his resignation.

The true test of his in-
fluence in Odisha will
come with the next rejig in
the Mohan Majhi Cabinet,
which is long overdue.
With multiple Cabinet Mi-
nisters professing their
loyalty to the former Union
Minister and a large sec-
tion of BJP MLAs in his

camp, any drop, reshuffle,
or new induction will re-
veal how much sway Mr.
Pradhan still holds.

Deep roots in party
Since his early days in the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad, Mr. Pradhan has
been an active member of
the Sangh Parivar and the
BJP. He is one of the most
recognisable figures in Od-
isha, owing in part to the
legacy of his late father, De-
bendra Pradhan, who
served as a Union Minister.
Mr. Pradhan rose to na-
tional prominence after
the BJP came to power un-
der Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in 2014. Even be-
fore that, he had been
working quietly in the par-
ty alongside leaders like
the late Arun Jaitley and la-
ter in close coordination
with Mr. Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.
Over the past 12 years,

Dharmendra Pradhan being
welcomed by NDA MPs at
Parliament on Monday. PTi

he has remained deeply
embedded in both the Cen-
tral government and the
party organisation.

Mr. Pradhan was the
BJP’s undeclared chief mi-
nisterial face in the last As-
sembly election. Under his
leadership, the party
fought the 2017 local body
polls and the 2019 general
and State elections, mak-
ing electoral gains against
the then powerful Biju Ja-

nata Dal (BJD) government
under former Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik.

However, the 2024 Lok
Sabha election did not
yield the desired results for
the BJP, forcing Mr. Prad-
han to remain committed
to national politics.

Since Mr. Majhi took ov-
er as Chief Minister, Mr.
Pradhan has kept himself
away from the State go-
vernment’s affairs. Howev-
er, his grip over the govern-
ment is an open secret,
with loyalists holding im-
portant positions.

Although his resignation
came amid massive stu-
dent protests, visits by se-
nior BJP leaders, including
Mr. Shah, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, signalled that he
continues to hold impor-
tance within the party.

When Mr. Pradhan ar-
rived at Parliament on

Monday, National Demo-
cratic Alliance MPs wel-
comed him with chants of
“Dharmendra  Pradhan
Zindabad”. The show of
support suggests that the
BJP views him as a ‘victim’
of the paper leak row rath-
er than a ‘liability’.

State of affairs

The rousing welcome also
sent a clear message to the
State BJP leadership: Mr.
Pradhan cannot be side-
lined in party affairs.

BJP national president
Nitin Nabin’s social media
post praising Mr. Pradhan’s
performance as a Minister,
followed by similar posts
from Mr. Majhi, State Mi-
nisters and MLAs, under-
lined that this message had
been effectively delivered.

His exit now leaves Od-
isha’s berth in the Union
Cabinet open. Top conten-
ders include BJP vice-presi-
dent and Kendrapara MP

Baijayant Panda as well as
Rajya Sabha member Su-
jeet Kumar. A section with-
in the State BJP is also ad-
vocating for the inclusion
of State president and Ra-
jya Sabha MP Manmohan
Samal. Party sources sug-
gest Mr. Pradhan’s in-
fluence is likely to be a sig-
nificant factor in the
decision-making process.
The former Education
Minister’s clout in the State
BJP will face a key test next
year during the rural and
urban local body polls.
With the BJD having swept
the 2022 panchayat and
civic elections, the Mohan
Majhi government is under
immense pressure to se-
cure a win. A setback in
these upcoming polls
would mark a major em-
barrassment for the State
BJP leadership, making the
former Union Minister’s
role as a master poll strate-
gist all the more crucial.

SC didn’t say
Karnataka has
to take nod of
lower riparian
States: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In what could bolster Kar-
nataka’s stand on the pro-
posed Mekedatu balancing
reservoir across the Cauv-
ery, the Union Ministry of
Jal Shakti has said that a
2018 Supreme Court judg-
ment on the Cauvery dis-
pute does not mention that
Karnataka must obtain the
consent of other riparian
States, including Tamil Na-
du, to construct any struc-
ture across the river.

The statement came on
Monday in response to an
unstarred question in the
Rajya Sabha by Pattali Mak-
kal Katchi member Anbu-
mani Ramadoss.

He sought to know
whether the Centre was
aware of the February 2018
Supreme Court verdict re-
lating to the Cauvery water
dispute, which, according
to the query, required the
upper riparian State of Kar-
nataka to obtain the con-
sent of the lower riparian
States, including Tamil Na-
du, before constructing
any structure across the
river.

‘No mention of consent’
In a written reply, Minister
of State for Jal Shakti Raj
Bhushan Choudhary said,
“As per the Supreme Court
judgment dated February
16, 2018, regarding the
Cauvery water dispute,
there is no mention that
the State of Karnataka has
to obtain the consent of
other riparian States,
namely Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry, to construct
any kind of structure
across the river Cauvery.”

Karnataka has been con-
tending that the project at
Mekedatu in Bengaluru
South will not affect Tamil
Nadu’s water share.

The State has main-
tained that the actual flows
to Tamil Nadu during sev-
eral years of bountiful
monsoon were more than
double the stipulated
177.25 tmcft annually.
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Kerala names
Ashutosh Dash
as its expert on
dam panel

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala has nominated Ash-
utosh Dash as its nominee
on the Independent Panel
of Experts (IPoE) on the
Mullaperiyar dam.

Following Kerala’s prot-
ests over what it termed
the “unilateral” decision of
the National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA) to re-
move its nominee from the
panel, the NDSA had on
June 25 written to the State
to nominate an expert to
represent it.

Mr. Dash is a former
Chief Engineer and a form-
er Special Secretary to the
Odisha government, Water
Resources  department
sources said. The NDSA
was informed about the
State’s nomination last
week.

The NDSA, in line with
the provisions of the Dam
Safety Act, 2021, had creat-
ed the IPOE comprising
five members for carrying
out a comprehensive dam
safety evaluation of the
Mullaperiyar dam on Janu-
ary 6.

Protest over removal

The removal of Kerala’s no-
minee T.K. Sivarajan had
sparked protests by the
State government. Minister

Seize financial documents
from Shwetha panel: actors

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The legal battle involving
the rival factions in the As-
sociation of Malayalam Mo-
vie Artistes (AMMA) has in-
tensified as four actors -
Maala Parvathi, Ansiba
Hassan, Usha Haseena,
and Ponnamma Babu -
have urged the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies to
seize the books of accounts
and financial documents
that continue to be under
the possession of the panel
led by actor Shwetha Me-
non that had announced
its resignation on June 21,
2026.

In a letter dated July 26,
the actors urged the Regis-
trar to “exercise the pow-
ers vested under Section 19
of the Travancore-Cochin
Literary, Scientific and
Charitable Societies Regis-

# -
Shwetha Menon

tration Act, 1955, and such
other enabling provisions
of law as may be applica-
ble, to safeguard the inter-
ests of the association and
its members”.

Account freeze

“We further request that
immediate directions be is-
sued to the bank con-
cerned to refrain from ho-
nouring any cheque or

permitting any operation
of the association’s ac-
counts until the lawful go-
verning body assumes
complete charge of the
books of accounts, finan-
cial records, banking cre-
dentials and other assets of
the association,” it said.
The actors said the asso-
ciation maintains more
than %6 crore in its bank ac-

counts.
“We are informed that
several signed cheque

leaves continue to remain
in the possession of the
former office-bearers. The
bank concerned may not
yet have been informed of
the change in the govern-
ing body and may inadver-
tently honour cheques pre-
sented by persons who are
no longer authorised to op-
erate the accounts of the
association, risking finan-
cial loss,” they said.

HC orders HYDRAA
Commissioner’s exit

Marri Ramu
HYDERABAD

In a significant development that could
have wider implications for the func-
tioning of the Hyderabad Disaster Res-
ponse and Asset Protection Agency
(HYDRAA), the Telangana High Court
on Monday directed the Chief Secre-
tary to relieve IPS officer A.V. Ranga-
nath from his post as HYDRAA Com-
missioner and appoint a suitable
replacement.

The direction came from Justice Anil
Kumar Jukanti while the court was
hearing a batch of contempt cases aris-
ing out of allegations that HYDRAA offi-
cials violated court orders during an
operation at a disputed land parcel in
Lothkunta.

At the heart of the controversy is a
40 acre property claimed by M/s Shan-
ta Sriram Constructions Private Limit-
ed. The company alleged that HYDRAA
officials entered the land in July with
nearly 50 vehicles and around 200 per-
sonnel, and damaged containers,
chairs, tables and other office infras-
tructure, asserting that the land be-
longed to the government.

Odisha Crime Branch to probe case of ‘missing’ files

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR (CMO) during the Biju The Odisha police
Janata Dal rule to were investigating into
Odisha Chief Minister  Crime Branch. the disappearance of Bhubaneswar.
Mohan Charan Majhi In a statement, Mr.  two files from the CMO
on Monday handed ov-  Majhi said the ‘missing - murder of Swami Lax-

er the investigation in-

to the high-profile case = Commission report on  Parivar leader in Kand-
of alleged file disappea- ~ Swami Laxmanananda hamal, and Revenue
rance of inquiry com-  Saraswati murder inci- Divisional = Commis-

mission report from

Chief Minister’s Office

file’ case of A.S. Naidu

Crime Branch.

manananda, a Sangh

port over the fire inci-
dent at SUM Hospital
and Medical College in

As the investigation
gained pace, the State
police had summoned
V. Karthikeya Pandian,
a close aide of former
Chief Minister Naveen

dent was referred to

sion-level inquiry re-

Patnaik, Rajesh Verma,

then Principal Secre-
tary to the CM, and Ma-
noj Mishra, IT Secre-
tary. Since Mr. Pandian
was out of country, he
could not appear for
questioning. Mr. Ver-
ma also failed to turn
up. Mr Mishra, howev-
er, presented his side
to the probe team.

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
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BID NO: GEM/2026/B/7831215 DATED 24.07.2026

Indian Overseas bank (IOB) invites bids for the following:
GOVERNMENT E-MARKET PORTAL - ENGAGEMENT OF AN
AGENCY FOR ANTI-PHISHING, ANTI-ROGUE APPLICATION,
SOCIAL MEDIA & INSTANT-MESSAGING PLATFORM
MONITORING AND TAKEDOWN SERVICES.

The Above GEM Tender document is also available and
can be downloaded from the following websites
www.iob.bank.in & www.gem.gov.in For Tender
details and future amendments, if any, keep referring to
the following website www.gem.gov.in

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD(R&B)
DIVISION VIJAYPUR

ABBREVIATED
e-NIT No. 38

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Unio

Governments for each of the following works

from approved and eligible Contractors registered with Union Territory of J&K, CPWD, Railways, MES and other State/Central

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
of 2026-27 Dated. 25-07-2026

n Territory of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited on percentage basis

S. Name of Work Estimated Cost of Eamest | Timeallowed |  Class of
No cost of Work Tender money | forcompletion | Contractor
(inLacs) | Doc.(inRs.) (inRs)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 | Const. of Pucca Drain on Khara to Sumbliroad in km. 1st 13.60 600 2% of Adv. 02 months ‘A,B,C &
RD-(0-200) Pyt. Khara Madana Lower. Cost D”
2 | Const. of /D and culvert back side Rattna Resort in 717 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
Ward No.6 MC Bari-Brahmana. Cost D"
3 | Const. of Protection wall of PWD road ( Right Side ) 13.59 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
RD-(0-200) Pyt. Tarore. Cost D"
4 | Const. of Protection wall and crate work near Bagla 13.60 600 2% of Adv. 02 months “A,B,C &
Mukhi Mata Mandir Pyt. Khara Madana. Cost D"
5 | Widening of L/R to Rangoor along defence ditch. 7.00 600 Z%CM Adv. 02 months ‘A,B,C &
ost 3
6 | Const. of culvert ( 1.5m span ) on link road to Kotli 10.20 600 2% of Adv. 02 months ‘A,B,C &
Matkalian and const. of Culvert ( 1m span ) on link road Cost D"
to Jerda to Dug.
7 | Const. of Passing zones and allied links work on L/R 19.50 600 2% of Adv. 02 months ‘A,B,C &
Sahib BandagiAshram to Dati Mandir Dabuj Kaka Cost D”
8 | Const. of Culvert ( 1.5m span ) drain and crate work on 4.00 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
L/R NHW to Guijjar Basti Jakh. Cost D"
9 | Const. of drain on Gurha Utterbehani road near Thalori 3.50 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
atRD-(1/110to0 1/250 ) Cost D”
10 | Tile work at Village Chak Babral from H/o Rashpal Singh 3.00 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
towards Late Sh. Paramjeet Singh. Cost D”
11 | Macadamization from Amar Battery ground main road to .17 600 2% of Adv. 02 months ‘A,B,C &
Samdahi Sh. Shankar Ji (Buchdi ) Birpur Dist. Samba. Cost D"
12 | Repair of Public Nala, correction of drainage system and 1247 600 2% of Adv. 02months | “A,B,C &
coverage with RCC lanter slabs. Cost D”

Position of AAA ;= Accorded.
Position of .S - Sanctioned
Project Authority

;- S.No.01to 12 Under District Capex Budget 2026-27.

1 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice

25-07-2026

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents

From 25-07-2026 to 01-08-2026

3 | Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting

27-07-2026 at 1300 Hrs. in the Office of Executive Engineer
PWD (R&B) Division Vijaypur

4 | Bid submission Start Date

25-07-2026 at 1800 Hrs

5 | Bid Submission End Date

01-08-2026 upto 1700 Hrs

Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online)

03-08-2026 on or after 1300 Hrs in the Office of Executive
Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Vijaypur

7 | Date &time of opening of Financial Bids (Online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

No. PWD/V/2716-22
Dt. 25-07-2026

The tender is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in all otherterms & conditions can be seen on the above website.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
PWD (R&B) Division

DIP/J-6719/26, Jul 27 2026

Vijaypur

of State for Jal Shakti Raj
Bhushan Choudhary in-
formed the Rajya Sabha on
Monday that “one of the
members of the IPoE, who
had been nominated by
the Government of Kerala,
expressed his inability to
continue as a member of
the panel due to personal
reasons.”

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

DEATH
ANNIVERSARIES

NAVALPAKKAM

RAJAGOPALAN
(Retd Sirsilk Ltd)

D.0.B: 10.11.1916 D.O.D: 28.07.2011
LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY
Sons: Raghavan, Krishnamuruthy
and Sampath.
Daughters in Law: Sudha,
Sandhya and Jaishree

Daughters: Radha and Kalyani
Sons in Law: Selvakumar And
Suryanarayanan
GrandChildren and
Great Grandchildren

IN MEMORY OF
YOUR LOVED ONES

To dedicate a spacein
this section, Please contact:
011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For Placing
Advertisements Online
logonto
www.thehinduads.com
DONATE EYES - GIFT SIGHT

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

DELHI WATER SUPPLY MAINTENANCE UNIT
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN)
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING, 245
M.L.D. GANGAJAL WTP CAMPUS,
SIDDHARTH VIHAR, GHAZIABAD

Letter No.: 797 / Nivida / 42
Dated : 27.07.2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
On behalf of U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban)
Offline bids for execution of
“Renovation and Maintenance
works at Circle Office, Raj Nagar,
Ghaziabad" under Deposit Program
invited in two bid system on
percentage rate basis from eligible,
reputed and experienced bidders.
Tender documents will be available
for sale from 28.07.2026 by 10:00
Hrs. onwards. Bid can be submitted
till 29.08.2026 up to 15:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
29.08.2026 at 15:30 Hrs. in the
office of the Executive Engineer,
Delhi Water Supply Maintenance
Unit, U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban),
Ghaziabad in presence of contractor
or their authorized representative,
Tender Cost is Rs. 1,180.00
(Rs.1,000.00+GST@18%).

R.0.No.GMCC/APTRANSCO/110/26-27

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking & an 1SO 27001-2022 Certified Company)

VIDYUTH SOUDHA, VIJAYAWADA-520004.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The APTRANSCO invites bids online for Spec.No.PMM11-e-58/2026: Supply
of 17 Nos Thermovision Cameras. Date & Time of availability of above
tender: 27.07.2026 at 6:00PM. Websites: www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in
Contact No. CE/Transmission: 0866- 2429230.

Sd/- Chief Engineer/Transmission
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State VIP Hanger,

RFP/FTO/00380

or https:/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/).
UBN

4. DCA2627SLOB00002

5. DCA2627SLOB00003

6. DCA2627SLOB00004

DIPR/C/13087/2026

e Government of Rajasthan
Directorate of Civil Aviation

Tel. Fax. No. 0141-2550543 E-mail dcarajasthan@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING BID

Directorate of Civil Aviation, Jaipur, Rajasthan invites proposals from eligible
entities for establishment, operation and maintenance and transfer of DGCA
approved Flying Training Organizations (FTOs) on State-owned airstrips as is where
is for a period of 20 years up to 11:00 AM on or before 19-08-2026. Other particulars
of the RFP may be seen on the procurement portals (https:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Sanganer Airport, Jaipur-302011

Dated: As E-signed

Tender ID No.
2026_CIVAV_575607_1
2026_CIVAV_575633_1
2026_CIVAV_575641_1

Director

Punjab.
Date and time for pre bid meeting

website only and no separate noti

any reason thereof.
1034/12/2026-27/13697

Punjab Genco Limited
E-tender notice no. PEDA/PGL/2026-27/12

Punjab Genco Limited invites online bids for Design, Manufacture, Supply, Erection,
Testing and Commissioning alongwith Operation and Maintenance (O&M) For 5
Years of 850 kWp Agri-PV Power Project at Punjab Agriculture University, Ludhiana,

Closing Date and time for submission of e-bids
Date and time for opening of technical e-bids
Note: For more details log on to www.eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Corrigendum / Addendum / Corrections, if any will be published on above mention

PEDA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the e-bids without assigning

04-08-2026 at 11:30 AM
18-08-2026 up to 5:00 PM
19-08-2026 at 03:30 PM

ces shall be issued.

Director

AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL

Expression of Interest (EOI)

CORPORATION

(BRIDGE PROJECT DEPARTMENT)

E - Tender Notice

Name of Work

EXPRESSION OF

HEALTH MONITERING SYSTEM FOR THE WORK
OF INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING AND
OPERATION OF BRIDGE HEALTH MONITROING
SYSTEM (BHMS) FOR VARIOUS BRIDGES IN
AHMEDABAD CITY.

INTEREST (EOI) For BRIDGE

Bid Available for Download
Date of Bid Opening

Details and Website available on : www.tender.nprocure.com
DY. MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER ( BRIDGE PROJECT )

= RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD

No.:- 85

Your feedback will keep us
Cleaner, Sharper and Bolder

Call our toll-free number
18001021878

Or write to us at

Online bids are invited from registered firms for the work of 1. Plantation
work including 3 year maintenance of plants at Indira Gandhi Nagar Sector 3, 4,
5,8, 9, 10 & 14, Newai and Tonk (Phase-Il) 2. Plantation and Maintenance work
for 3 years in Various RHB Colonies of Ajmer, Beawar & Kishangarh (Phase-I) 3.
Modification of Head Office Campus and Texture Paint on Rear Building at Head
Office Building, Jaipur through e-proc from 30.07.2026 to 10.08.2026 upto 6:00
PM. Complete details like tender form, detailed information and conditions etc.
are available on website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in
and Board website https://rhb.rajasthan.gov.in

UBN No.:- RHB2627WSOB00111 to RHB2627WSOB00113

: Dt. 29/07/2026
- Dt. 02/09/2026

ing

Dated :- 24/07/2026

CM
K

NIB : 05/2026-27 I

CLASSIFIEDS MART
TO ADVERTISE VISIT

EDUCATIONAL
e GENERAL |

www.thehinduads.com
CALL: 011-43579797

TENDER NOTICE

M/S FIVE SPICE MERRIMENT PVT.
LTD.
BANQUET HALL, PRATISHTHA,
YADU GREENS, KHASRA
NO. 42/25, 52/9, 52/10,
52/110VILLAGE
BAKOLI NEW DELHI - 110036
BIDDING NO: - 2026-27/02/STOCK
The Competent Authority invites E-bids
for disposal of fire affected MS
Scrap/Copper -Aluminium cable
scrap/Air Conditioner/Galvalume sheet
material salvage which had been
damaged due to fire i.e. (fire) affected
on'Asis whereis basis'.
The interested bidders are advised to
visit the www.justauction.in. The
details of the E-bidding including list of
items, approximate quantity available
for disposal and its pictures are
displayed on website
Contact Person: - Mr. Lalit Kumar
ContactNo. 9873993792
Contact Person: - Ms. Jyoti
(JustAuction)
Contact No. +9170114 89391
Inspection of fire affected MS
Scrap/Copper & Aluminium cable
scrap/Air Conditioner/Galvalume sheet
material stock can be done from
28.07.2026 to 03.08.2026 between
11:00AMTO0 05:00 PM
1. E-bidding will be conducted on
04.08.2026 at 03:00 PM to 04:00 PM.
hours (For MS  Scrap/ Galvalume
Sheet)
2. E-bidding will be conducted on
04.08.2026 at 04:00 PM to 05:00 PM.
hours (For Air Conditioner/ Copper
and Aluminium Cable Scrap)
To place your bid:
For MS Scrap/ Galvalume Sheet:-
https://shorturl.at/46ac4
For Air Conditioner/Copper and
Aluminium Cable Scrap:-
https://shorturl.at/hCi3R
« Conditions apply as per Tender
Notice on (www.justauction.in) Portal
No manual offers will be accepted
against E-bidding
/s Five Spice Merriment Pvt. Ltd.

, MANOJ Kumar, son of Amarchand

BY TEAM OF EXPERTS

BY TEAM OF EXPERTS

*// DIADEMY IAS

rowned with succes

COMMERCE &
ACCOUNTANCY OPTIONAL

AIR 3 & 8 more selections in CSE 2025

By CA RAHUL KUMAR (IIM-C)
MANAGEMENT OPTIONAL

3 Selections in UPSC CSE 2025

2 Selections in UPSC CSE 2025

> OFFLINE/ONLINE Classroom Program (2027-28)
Mains Test Series & Mentorship (2026-27)

57/12, Third Floor, Near Mithaiwala, Bada Bazar Road,

0ld Rajinder Nagar, Delhi - 110060

ANTHRO

(2.00 pm

Batches Start: Aug 18, 27 ¢.cqt pateh)

Recordings Available for Online Students

TARGET 300+ ?

Ask VAID SIR How?
7] 7L XOk 4Tl Scan QR to Register
1AS 2025
Haren 5 OF OUR
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L9 STUDENTS
b4 SCORED 290+

VAID’S ICS, DELHI

to know more visit www.vaidsics.com or call 953 800 1600
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PRAVAS

Dhindhwal, resident of Naurangabas
Jattan,
have changed my name from Manoj Ku-
mar to Manoj Dhindhwal vide affi-
?avit)dated 25/07/2026 at Gwalior
M.P.

I, Sudhir Kumar S/o Sovaran Singh
Rlo. 252 Kothi
Rurukhurd  Auraiya Uttar
206249
783364570577 have change my name
to SANDEEP SINGH for all future pur-
pose vide e-stamp affidavit certificate
no -IN-UP64760714045390Y Dated 11

Charkhi  Dadri, Haryana

SOCIOLOGY

DAILY ANSWER WRITING

Scan for
More Info.

Kusmara Bidhuna
Pradesh
no.-

Aadhar card

PRAYAS ESSAY M

7840888102

@ www.triumphias.com

baaruiaTiad b reied i ed leiu

A Triumph IAS
[ =]
Aud

customercare@thehindu.co.in Raj.Samwad/C/26/7718 Addl. Chief Engineer ), Jaipur iltm;zti(\)/f:h Sf!vrgm %%fv(\)/reogotlarsyhgl?bgg VACANCIES
0 known as SANDEEP SINGH GURU TEG BAHADUR PUBLIC SCHOOL, BARDWAL-DHURI
THE22HINDU  thehindubusinessline. J J REd DMV ONER I, MOHIT Kumar Sharma, residing at Affiliated to Central Board of Second,ary Education
- poRHI) iie o E-200, New Roshanpura, Najafgarh, LEADERSHIP VACANCY
[CONOPNE  SPORTSTAR Y8Us5iW8Hd  THEw2HINDY OVT. O AUHYA PRADES ADRYA PRADESH BHAWF South West Deki, Delh - 110043, PRINGIPAL - Experienced & Visionary Educator
29 C-D, JESUS & MARY MARG, CHANAKYAPURI, NEW DELHI-110021 ave changec Ine name of my minor Principal
Ph No. 011-26772001, 2002 son Rihit Parashar, aged 3 Years, CBSE-Affiliated School | Full-Time | Residential Preference
one No. " ’ and hAe shall hereafter be known as CBSE-affiliated school (Nursery-XIl, 8000+ students), commendably serving the
Dated: 27/07/2026 Charvik Sharma. cause of education since 1993-for the last 33 years of academic and infrastructure
" growth. seeks an experienced, visionary Principal to lead its next phase
A STo2a 3haedicr das CORRIGENDUM-I For enquiries on Gz unliestions (85 par COST ot
AN - * - . . . . . egree with B.Ed./M.Ed. from a recognised university
A\ Indlan Over aoas. mBgfj,'w'}"'tf The due dates for "Hiring Agencies for Taxi Services" for MP Bhawan & Madhyanchal, announcementsiin - Min. 10 years overallteaching & leadership experience .
New Delhi 110021 against NIT No. 13/Hiring Taxi Services/MPB/2026 dated 06.07.2026 CLASSIFIEDS MART * Mandatory: Min. 5 years as Principal (VP/Coordinator/HoS experience alone
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT have been further extended as mentioned below:- won't suffice) )
Central Office: 763, ANNA SALAI, CHENNAI-600002 i . __ l tact ff * Sound knowlenge ofCBSEqurr.lculum, NEP 2020, mode.rfl ped«—f\gqey_
S.N. Descrlpllﬂn EXIsllng Extended please contact our office -PlStronIg omm: Yove; ader p staff supervision, discipline
. . . . . . X ease Include in Your Application
Indian Overseas bank (IOB) invites bids for the following: date/time date/ time at the following number + Student strength of lasr:r;cmo[ served (Nursery-Xl)
GOVERNMENT E-MARKET PORTAL - PROCUREMENT 1. Last date & time of Technical & 27.07.2026 03.08.2026 b 10, 8 + Board results (X &XI) of previous school, last 3 years
OF DECEPT|0N TOOL FinanCial Bld SmeiSSiOn UptO 0330 PM UptO 0330 PM etween a.m. to Pm -D::iyraa;l:ieA\;‘e:isznt:!ssinfrastructure, staff mentoring, extracurricular laurels
BID NO: GEM/2026/B/7830742 DATED 24.07.2026 2. Date & time of Opening of 28.07.2026 04082026 || NewDelhi:OLL-4357979T | “econuretoNoaNEeTEE UPSC propartionsireams
Technical Bid at 03.30 PM at 03.30 PM laci :  par » and ¢ g skills
H H I I . . For P acmg Preference to candidates with a proven record of academic results. On-campus
The Above GEM Tender document is also available and 3 Date & time of Opening of 03.08.2026 10.08.2026 i l e ation will b
can be downloaded from the following websites : D &t Al o --C Advertisements Online ; ; ; ; ;
www.iob.bank.in & www.gem.gov.in gor Tender Financial Bid of qualified bidder at 03.30 PM at 03.30 PM logon to ZLZZﬂT:g i, commensurate ith experience ot 3 constraint for the
details and future amendments, if any, keep referring to Addl. Resident Commissioner & Applications should reach us by 31 July 2026
the following website www.gem.gov.in G16352/26 M.P. Bhawan, New Delhi www.thehinduads.com MR e T CAS EC
J Note: tlisted candidates will be called for the interview.
» W .
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Editorial

Tuesday, July 28, 2026
DELHI

Forced labour farce

India should not let the US’s new tariffs
push it towards a trade deal
T he 10% tariff that the United States has

imposed on India and several other coun-

tries over their imports of goods suppos-
edly made using forced labour is merely an at-
tempt to restore permanent tariffs and, once
again, highlight the benefits of a trade deal with
the U.S. The U.S. Supreme Court’s February 2026
decision dealt a body blow to the U.S’s attempts
to secure trade deals. The main threat, of high re-
ciprocal tariffs, had been removed. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s solution, of a temporary
10% tariff on all countries, suffered from two
weaknesses: it would expire in 150 days, and was
levied on all countries equally, regardless of
whether they had a deal with the U.S. or not.
Those tariffs have now expired. The Section 301
‘forced labour’ tariffs announced last week are
more permanent, and have carved out benefits
for those with trade deals with the U.S. For exam-
ple, while U.S. imports from India will face a 10%
tariff over and above the base tariff the U.S. charg-
es everybody, the European Union and Taiwan
will face a total tariff of 10%. Similar benefits have
been accorded to Japan, South Korea and Swit-
zerland, all of which also have trade deals with
the U.S. at various stages of formalisation. If stop-
ping forced labour was the primary focus, tariffs
would have been applied equally across all offen-
ders, regardless of trade deal status. The tariffs
would also not have had as many product-wise
exemptions and country-wise quotas as the final
version has.

There is also the question of whether the U.S.
should be penalising other countries for their
trade with third parties. India has not been ac-
cused of using forced labour, yet faces tariffs be-
cause others have been. This, soon after the U.S.
government told a court that it did not want to act
as the “world police”. India has done well to re-
duce the proposed 12.5% tariffs to a final 10%, the
same as or better than most of its competitors. All
it took was a notification banning the import of
goods made using forced labour. The action itself
will be difficult to enforce, since it will require
countries such as China and Malaysia to allow In-
dian government officials to visit and investigate
their labour conditions. But simply issuing the
notification won India a tariff reduction. Howev-
er, uncertainty persists since the other Section
301 investigation, on excess capacity, is yet to
play out and could result in further tariffs. It is
highly unlikely that India will accept a trade deal
until those tariffs become clear. That said, the ta-
riffs should not push India towards a deal. Expe-
rience has shown that the U.S. tariff landscape
can change radically even after a deal is signed.

All art, no deal

Donald Trump miscalculated timing
and substance of Saudi nuclear deal
T he announcement of a United States-Sau-

di Arabia civil nuclear deal, in the midst

of a U.S.-Iran war that began over Teh-
ran’s nuclear programme, could hardly have
come at a worse time. Matters became more com-
plicated when U.S. President Donald Trump, af-
ter the agreement had been signed, added a new
condition: that Saudi Arabia should join the Abra-
ham Accords. Saudi Arabia has long sought to de-
velop a civilian nuclear programme. Crown
Prime Mohammad bin Salman, or MBS, wants to
end the kingdom’s “addiction” to oil. His Vision
2030 aims to diversify the economy through fi-
nance, megaprojects, tourism and power-hungry
artificial intelligence (AI) data centres. The king-
dom currently relies heavily on oil and gas for
electricity generation. Saudi officials believe that
nuclear power would help meet rising domestic
energy demand, while freeing more oil and gas
for export. MBS first took up his nuclear ambi-
tions with Mr. Trump during the latter’s first pre-
sidential term. His successor Joe Biden offered a
deal but made it contingent on Riyadh joining the
Abraham Accords. At that time, Saudi Arabia ap-
peared open to normalising ties with Israel, but
Hamas’s October 2023 attack on Israel and Is-
rael’s genocidal war on Gaza prompted the Sau-
dis to shelve the idea. The July 22 deal suggested
that Riyadh and Washington continued talks and
remained keen on nuclear cooperation.

As a signatory to the NPT, Saudi Arabia has ev-
ery right to pursue a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme. But the agreement announced by U.S.
Energy Secretary Chris Wright leaves open the
possibility of nuclear enrichment on Saudi soil.
This flies in the face of the U.S. opposition to any
Iranian enrichment on its soil. The agreement,
according to U.S. media reports, does not require
Saudi Arabia to adopt the IAEA’s Additional Pro-
tocol, which grants inspectors broad powers to
conduct short-notice inspections. The omission
has fuelled concerns that the kingdom could
eventually acquire the technical capability to
weaponise its nuclear programme. Facing dom-
estic criticism, Mr. Trump declared that the deal
would proceed only if Saudi Arabia joined the
Abraham Accords — a condition which was con-
spicuously absent when the agreement was
signed. This apparent reversal is unlikely to reas-
sure Riyadh, which is already questioning the re-
liability of U.S. security guarantees. If the deal
eventually goes ahead, Tehran is likely to harden
its position on enrichment in any future nuclear
talks with the U.S. If Mr. Trump’s objective was to
reassure a long-standing ally while signalling stra-
tegic leverage over a regional rival, the execution
of the deal has had the opposite effect. Ill-timed
diplomacy, ambiguous provisions and shifting
conditions have deepened Saudi concerns and
strengthened Iran’s resolve. That is the result of
Mr. Trump’s version of the “art of the deal”.
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Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility

he debate over India’s proposed

Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency

(CAFE) III norms comes at a crucial

time for the global automobile industry
as it transitions from internal combustion engines
(ICE) to electrified powertrains. It also highlights
India’s vulnerability to imported crude oil amid
renewed geopolitical tensions. The framework
India adopts today will influence investment,
technology choices and energy security for
decades.

CAFE III, compliance or transformation

The Power Ministry’s July 16 draft notification
marks the third iteration of CAFE III after months
of industry lobbying. While some manufacturers
pushed for stricter norms, others sought
flexibility. The proposal attempts a compromise,
but the question remains whether it prioritises
compliance over transformation.

CAFE norms set annual sales-weighted average
fuel-efficiency targets for manufacturers’
passenger vehicle fleets rather than individual
models. Introduced in the United States in 1975
after the 1973 Arab oil embargo, they aimed to
reduce oil dependence and protect consumers
from high fuel costs. The rules caused
automakers to adopt smaller, more efficient
vehicles. This also helped accelerate the rise of
Japanese manufacturers.

From the 1990s, fuel-efficiency regulations
gained a second purpose: reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions. In the United States,
the EPA’s Endangerment Finding brought
greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act, with
later emissions standards aligned closely with
CAFE rules. While technology-neutral, the rules
encouraged innovation in hybrids and electric
vehicles (EV). Ironically, the Obama
administration’s $465 million Department of
Energy loan to Tesla in 2010 helped accelerate an
EV industry now dominated by China.

China’s experience is even more instructive. It
introduced mandatory fuel-consumption
standards in 2004, initially regulating individual
vehicle models by weight rather than fleet
averages. As car ownership surged, concerns over
oil imports and urban air pollution grew. The
standards tightened over time before China
changed direction in 2018 with the introduction
of its Dual Credit System.

Under this framework, manufacturers must
meet both Corporate Average Fuel Consumption
(CAFC) standards and New Energy Vehicle (NEV)
credit requirements. Fuel-efficiency compliance
alone is insufficient. Companies that fail to earn
enough NEV credits through EV or plug-in hybrid
production must purchase credits from those
with surplus EV production, creating a market
that rewards innovation and penalises delayed
electrification. For example, in India, Maruti
Suzuki could remain NEV credit-deficient by 18%

Kunal Shankar

Weak fuel
efficiency
norms risk
keeping the
country
dependent on
imported oil

despite having highly fuel-efficient ICE models if
it had no EVs in its portfolio. It would need to buy
credits from companies such as Tata Motors or
Mahindra, which generate NEV credits through
their EV portfolios. While CAFC credits can be
banked, carried forward or transferred within
corporate groups, NEV credits cannot be offset in
the same way. The results are evident. According
to the International Energy Agency’s Global EV
Outlook 2026, China sold more than 13 million
electric cars in 2025, accounting for almost 55%
of new passenger vehicle sales. Comparable
figures were about 27% in the European Union,
nearly 10% in the U.S. and around 4% in India.

India’s own debate has centred on differences
between Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra. An earlier proposal
effectively carved out lighter small cars from the
full stringency of CAFE III. That exemption has
since been removed. The current proposal seeks
to reduce average emissions from around 113
gCO02/km to 77 gCO2/km by FY2031-32. On paper,
that appears ambitious. Yet, the headline target
tells only part of the story.

The cost of flexibility

The revised framework introduces several
flexibility mechanisms that, taken together,
substantially reduce its effective stringency.

The first is the Carbon Neutrality Factor, which
awards compliance benefits for vehicles
compatible with higher ethanol blends and other
fuels. Yet, the government has informed
Parliament that no decision has been taken to
move beyond E20 blending (20% plant-based
ethanol with 80% regular petrol). Manufacturers
therefore receive compliance advantages for
technologies whose long-term policy trajectory
remains uncertain. Ethanol is also more
expensive than petrol, and has lower energy
density, and therefore delivers lower mileage — a
fact belatedly acknowledged by the Centre after it
drew severe criticism.

The second is the use of super credits. Battery
EVs, plug-in hybrids, strong hybrids and flex-fuel
vehicles receive additional weight in fleet
calculations. While this encourages cleaner
technologies, it also means that fewer actual
low-emission vehicle sales are required to offset
higher-emission models. Strong hybrids, which
generally rely primarily on the ICE while using
electric propulsion over relatively short distances
and at lower speeds, also receive super-credit
benefits despite offering only partial
electrification.

The third mechanism is banking and trading of
compliance credits. Manufacturers
outperforming their targets can accumulate
credits and sell them to others. In addition, the
draft allows companies to buy credits directly
from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) at
administratively fixed prices if deficits remain

after trading. The BEE is therefore not a market
exchange but effectively a seller of last resort.

In theory, this introduces efficiency into the
system. In practice, it allows companies that are
lagging to meet compliance requirements without
upgrading their own technology. Moreover, the
draft notification allows manufacturers to buy
compliance credits from the BEE at 32,500 per
gram of COz/km in FY2028, rising to 34,500 by
FY2032. By comparison, the Energy Conservation
Act prescribes additional penalties of 325,000 or
350,000 per vehicle depending on the extent of
non-compliance. Expressed in CAFE terms, the
lower penalty threshold is broadly equivalent to a
little over 35,000 per gram of COz/km, implying
that the proposed buyout price begins at less
than half that level.

Finally, compliance is assessed over three-year
blocks before shifting to two-year blocks, allowing
manufacturers to average performance across
multiple years rather than meeting targets
annually. Therefore, delays in one year can be
compensated in another.

The case of CNG

Taken together, these mechanisms significantly
alter the stringency of these regulations. Which
raises a fundamental question: What is the
purpose of a regulation?

Regulation should shape markets rather than
simply accommodate prevailing market
preferences. India’s own experience with
compressed natural gas (CNG) illustrates the
point. Once policy support aligned with
regulatory certainty, manufacturers rapidly
introduced CNG variants. Regulation can create
markets as much as respond to them.

To put this in perspective: manufacturers’
voluntary commitments already average nearly
20% EV share by 2030, with several original
equipment manufacturers aiming for 30% or
higher. In effect, the revised regulation attempts
only half of what the industry itself has
committed to. The timing also matters. India
remains heavily dependent on imported crude,
exposing the economy to geopolitical shocks,
imported inflation and currency pressures.
Strengthening fuel-efficiency standards is
therefore not merely an environmental objective.
It is an energy-security strategy, an industrial
policy and a macroeconomic imperative.

These developments highlight the urgency and
significance of revising India’s CAFE norms, as
they offer an opportunity to address a
macroeconomic vulnerability while helping meet
India’s Glasgow commitment on energy
efficiency.

India should seize this opportunity to position
itself alongside the world’s leading automotive
markets in the transition to low-carbon mobility.

kunal.shankar@thehindu.co.in

AT's next test — reaching India’s informal women worlker

rests on whether the productivity gains

unlocked by artificial intelligence (AI) are
broadly shared or concentrated among those
already well-served. Al is reshaping value chains
across agriculture, logistics, health care and
financial services. The design choices in these
systems, who they are built for, whose data they
train on, and whose languages they speak, will
determine whether this transformation amplifies
India’s inclusive growth story or adds a
dimension to structural inequalities.

About 82% of working women in India are in
informal employment according to a 2018 ILO
report, spanning agriculture, home-based
production, domestic services and
micro-enterprises. The gender implications of Al
adoption are, above all, a question of economic
inclusion. India’s Al Governance Guidelines,
released in November 2025, set out seven guiding
principles, including fairness and equity;
translating these into gender-responsive
outcomes is both a governance priority and a
development opportunity. As UN Women has
warned, Al is already reimagining reality for
billions, but it is still getting women wrong;
without gender-responsive design, testing and
oversight, it risks amplifying stereotypes,
discrimination and digital violence instead of
expanding opportunity.

l ndia’s journey towards Viksit Bharat by 2047

In agriculture and informal work

AT holds considerable promise for Indian farmers
through precision agriculture applications,
real-time advisory on crop health, input
optimisation and market access. With 76.9% of
rural women engaged in agriculture as in Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2023-24 reporting,
women are a primary constituency. Early
evidence is telling: a 2024 study of Farmer.Chat,
deployed across 12 States, found that 61% of
women users reported improved quality of life
within 45 days, with engagement levels two to
three times those of male users. While the
specific design features driving this outcome
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require further documentation, the results
suggest that when Al agricultural tools reach
women, keeping in mind language, land access
patterns, mobility constraints, and relevance,
meaningful engagement follows. Building on this
foundation, three areas merit focused attention
as India scales its Al deployment.

Governance priorities

First, gender impact assessments. The India Al
Governance Guidelines’ principles of fairness and
equity require operationalisation through
proportionate gender impact assessments for Al
systems affecting economic opportunity, welfare
access or safety for women and girls. These
should examine whether outcomes vary by sex,
location, caste, disability and work status, and
whether redressal mechanisms are accessible in
regional languages. Where Al decisions on credit,
employment or welfare cannot be explained,
trust suffers disproportionately among
marginalised groups. Similarly, Gender
Responsive Budgeting offers a practical test for
decisions on Al spend. For any significant Al
investment, four questions can be applied: which
women will benefit; which specific barrier
(access, language, safety or capability) is being
addressed; how outcomes will be measured; and
which budget line will finance corrective action if
results fall short.

Second, Al literacy as public infrastructure.
Access to tools is a necessary but not sufficient
condition for inclusion. Training programmes for
women in informal work must be designed
around their time constraints, literacy levels and
livelihood contexts. Embedding Al literacy within
Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
(DDU-GKY) and Skill India, with linkages to
Mission Shakti’s Sakhi network, would allow
trusted community infrastructure to carry new
digital capability. The measure of success should
be outcome-based: did this help a woman access
an entitlement, navigate a platform, or move to

better-paid work? Third, digital safety as a
condition for economic participation.
Technology-facilitated gender-based violence,
including deepfakes, online harassment and
non-consensual imagery, creates a measurable
“chilling effect”, discouraging women from
participating fully in digital economic spaces. The
IT (Amendment) Rules, 2021 require grievance
mechanisms for harmful content; the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)’s
proposed mandatory labelling of Al-generated
synthetic content adds further protection.
Effective implementation, with accessible
survivor-facing remedies in regional languages, is
a prerequisite for women’s sustained digital
participation.

The National Commission for Women'’s review
of cyber laws provides evidence-based
recommendations warranting timely
inter-ministerial action.

Al prosperity for all

India has built substantial Al infrastructure in a
short period: the IndiaAI Mission, the BHASHa
Interface for India (BHASHINI) multilingual
platform, the Al Governance Guidelines and
targeted cross-sector partnerships. The India Al
Impact Summit 2026 showed that these
ambitions are matched by a growing ecosystem of
practitioners, innovators and civil society.

The opportunity is to ensure that the
productivity gains from this infrastructure reach
those at the base of the economic pyramid, viz.,
women farmers, home-based workers, self-help
group members, platform participants. This
requires deliberate design: in procurement
standards, training programmes, safety
frameworks and the measurement of success.

By 2047, the measure of India’s Al success
should not be aggregate indicators alone, but
whether women in informal work have gained
meaningful, productive access to the tools and
opportunities that Al enables. That is the
standard consistent with Viksit Bharat, and it is
within India’s reach.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Beyond sympathy

It is amusing that the Prime
Minister and the Home
Minister have expressed
deep concern for the
students and youth of the
nation, particularly after the
government faced sustained
protests under the banner
of the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP). If they truly

against students?

Chennai

believe that students are
important, should they not
accept overall responsibility
for unfortunate actions

Tharcius S. Fernando,
Now that the protest is over

and a committee has been
formed to recommend a

robust mechanism for
conducting examinations, |
presume the issue will
gradually be pushed into
the background. However,
to ensure effectiveness and
improve the quality of
students we prepare, the
government must focus on
strengthening the
foundation of education,

which begins at the school
level. Instead of playing
around with language and

historical facts, the
emphasis should be on
building a strong value

system and providing
sound, science-based
learning at all levels. The
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27,2026).

Neha Bora is the All India President of the All India Students’ Association
(AISA), and not the “Delhi secretary of AISA” (Inside pages, “Hunger strike
was challenge to govt., the movement is still on, says AISA secretary” (July
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evaluation system, starting
from the school level, also
requires strengthening.
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To fix unemployment, fix the economy first

&

he Cockroach Janta
Party’s movement has
highlighted the political
urgency for reforming
the economy to create more
employment for India’s youth.
Fixing the education system alone
will not solve the unemployment
problem. The basic structure of
the economy must be reformed.

China and India, the only two
countries in the world with
populations exceeding one billion,
have the greatest need for
meaningful employment. If
citizens are not fully employed,
and incomes of masses do not
rise, their economies cannot grow.
China has done much better than
India in this regard; the per capita
income of Chinese citizens has
risen roughly eight times faster
than Indians’ in the last 30 years.

India’s leaders find themselves
in the middle of conflicting trends.
First, they are pushing ahead with
reforms for ‘ease of doing
business’; diluting the rights of
workers to organise; and
weakening environmental
protection. Second, they are
promoting the wide-spread
application of Artificial
Intelligence (A) to improve
‘productivity’ (and other benefits)
in agriculture, industry, health
and education, with productivity
defined, purely in economic
terms, as more output with less
human input. Third, they also see
the need to change the pattern of
growth and increase employment
elasticity. Employment elasticity is
the amount of meaningful
employment created with each
unit of GDP growth, in which India
has been a laggard since the
liberal market economic reforms
of the 1990s.

Since India has the largest
population of youth in the world,
its economic growth should have
the highest employment elasticity.
However, the increased adoption
of Al will only make it worse.

The China model

China has invested billions to
become an Al superpower and has
raced to integrate the technology
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The ‘ease of
doing business’
must Nnow
become
subordinate to
the ease of
living and
earning for all
citizens

across a range of industries. By
2024, more than two million
robots were already working in
Chinese factories. And in Beijing,
Shanghai and Shenzhen, Meituan,
the nation’s largest food delivery
service, has experimented with
using small autonomous robots to
deliver food. But China’s advances
in Al have run headlong into a
growing problem: anxiety over the
workers who could be displaced.

China’s political and economic
history reveals that, despite being
an authoritarian country, the
Chinese government is very
attentive to what people are
thinking and saying on the
Internet. History has taught them
that another revolution will form if
disenchanted and educated youth
rise along with the disgruntled
workers and peasants. They know
they must respond.

Unemployment has been
increasing in China. The
unemployment rate for migrant
workers rose to 5.7% in March this
year, which has been the highest
in nearly three years for China,
while youth unemployment stood
at 16.3% in April. Moreover, 70% of
unemployed young people are
university graduates, with older
laid-off workers facing prolonged
periods of joblessness.

However, Chinese courts have
been swift to act. A court ruled in
May that a tech company had
illegally laid-off a worker after
replacing him with Al software.
Another ruled that, “the
development of artificial
intelligence technology should be
applied to liberating labour,
promoting employment and
improving people’s livelihood”.
And yet another ruled that
“companies that benefit from
technology must, at the same
time, adopt social responsibilities
and protect worker rights™.

China’s Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Security
announced in January that it
would roll out policies to address
the impact of Al on jobs, including
targeted support for key
industries. In June, the State
Council issued a plan on

implementing an
“employment-first” strategy for
the 2026-2030 period. Party
officials have proposed sweeping
government interventions such as
requiring employers to offer
training to help workers adapt to
an Al-centric job market.

The Chinese government’s
‘people-first’ ideology has served
China’s economy and its people
well. China’s leaders have
remained socialists; they have
always put the needs of common
citizens, and the stability of
China’s society, above economists’
demands for deregulation of
markets and prices, especially
with respect to labour, food,
education, health, and housing.

The road ahead for India
Indian income levels must rise
rapidly — in agriculture,
manufacturing, and services. The
government has added ‘ease of
living’ to ‘ease of doing business’
as the purpose of the reforms
required for India to become
“Viksit Bharat’ by 2047. To make it
a reality, it will have to put more
teeth into its policies to increase
employment and incomes, and
stave off the negative impacts that
AI will have on employment.
Policies must require that
employers take more
responsibility for training their
own workers; they must be
restrained from laying them off.

New policies must put workers’
rights ahead of capitalists’ rights,
as China has done. India’s labour
market reforms, with the four
labour codes, are directed to
improve ‘ease of doing business’,
which is undoubtedly necessary.
However, the ‘ease of doing
business’ must now become
subordinate to the ease of living
and earning for all citizens.

India’s leaders would do well to
learn from China’s leaders on how
to navigate this moment in history.
The rights of all workers must be
firmly protected. While the views
of financial investors must be
heard, the views of workers and
small-time entrepreneurs must be
heard much more.

Rayalaseema: India’s new industrial hub

The TDP government has transformed the arid region into an economic hub

STATE OF PLAY

V. Raghavendra

hronic drought and re-
C sultant famines have
Rayalaseema, with the region
having some of the driest plac-
es in India.

However, the economic
landscape here has under-
gone a perceptible transfor-
mation in the last decade and
a half, as some mega manufac-
turing industries have started
moving in with huge invest-
ments. Except agriculture and
horticulture, which flourished
in isolated pockets, Rayalasee-
ma never had any major in-
dustrial activity to boast of,
but this is rapidly changing
and in no small measure.

Numerous cotton ginning
and pressing, textile mills, and
mineral-based units were the
earliest industries to come to
the region in the mid-20th
century. Multiple large-scale
industries, including the
State-owned  Rayalaseema
Thermal Power Plant, the ce-
ment plants of Dalmia Bharat
and Zuari in the Kadapa-Kur-
nool belt, and a clutch of re-
newable energy projects such
as the ultra-mega solar parks
in the Kadapa and Kurnool
districts, were established
subsequently.

After a big gap thereafter,
the stage has been set for yet
another tranche of massive in-
vestments, the most promi-
nent being the integrated steel
plant being built by the JSW
Group in Kadapa district; a
string of defence sector pro-
jects namely the DRDO’s Ad-
vanced Medium Combat Air-
craft integration and flight
testing centre at Puttaparthi,
Bharat Forge’s defence ener-
getics facility in Madakasira,
and a high-precision ammuni-
tion making unit of HFCL in

been an integral part of

Andhra
Pradesh

Sri Sathya Sai district; and the
Royal Enfield manufacturing
plant near Tirupati. Then
there is the Space City poised
to take shape close to the
country’s only rocket launch-
pad at Sriharikota.

These are only a few pro-
jects turning parts of the Raya-
laseema region into a manu-
facturing hub.

A gradual boom

Due to its location in the rain
shadow area of the Deccan
plateau and the consequent
inability to fully capture the
bountiful rains which the
southwest and northeast mon-
soons normally bring, the
Rayalaseema region had for
centuries been starved.

However, over the years,
the same vast tracts of barren
lands, which entrepreneurs
would not even look at, be-
came beehives of industrial
activity as the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) government of
2014-19 and the present TDP-
led ruling coalition offered at-
tractive incentives and created
the necessary infrastructure
that brought about an indus-
trial revolution of sorts in this
resource-rich yet parched
region.

The establishment of In-
dia’s only KIA Motors’ car ma-
nufacturing plant in Ananta-
pur (the site is now in Sri
Sathya Sai district) in 2019 was
a trigger for the steady flow of
big-ticket investments into this
region. Royal Enfield’s entry
into Tirupati from Tamil Na-

du, which is the only State
where Eicher Motors is cur-
rently making the iconic mo-
torcycles, complements the
existing automotive ecosys-
tem in Anantapur, positioning
the region as a growing hub
for vehicle manufacturing.

What clearly clinched all
these projects is the govern-
ment’s focus on ‘ease of doing
business’, and its subsequent
evolution into the ‘speed of
doing business’, and the untir-
ing efforts made by the go-
vernment through the State
Investment Promotion Board
to promote Rayalaseema as an
investment destination.

While going the whole hog
in rolling out the red carpet to
investors across the industrial
manufacturing spectrum, the
government now has its sights
fixed on consolidating the re-
gion’s leadership in the pro-
duction of horticulture crops.
Accordingly, the food process-
ing sector is being aggressively
promoted.

Looking back, it was the
JSW Group’s Rayalaseema
Steel Plant, for which the
foundation was laid on July 3,
which gave a fillip to the indus-
trialisation of this region; its
investment roll-out for Phase-I
is 74,500 crore (1 MTPA capac-
ity) out of the overall pro-
posed investment of 16,350
crore.

From then on, several new
major industries started tak-
ing tangible shape in Sri City,
adding up to the ‘core manu-
facturing sector’ in Rayalasee-
ma that gained momentum.

The present government
has essentially gone all out to
woo investors to this region
that was jinxed for decades
and the positive outcome of its
efforts can be seen in the fact
that these projects which were
once only on paper have start-
ed translating into reality.

raghavendra.v@thehindu.co.in

Why India’s youth compete fiercely for government jobs

While the student protests achieved accountability, India must work on reshaping investment and growth to build health, education, and employment

FROM THE ARCHIVES

DATA POINT

Shipra Nigam

hat began with a single
W leaked entrance exam
paper became, in the

student protesters’ own telling, a
movement about unemployment,
shrinking opportunity, and how
much a young person’s future
hinges on a handful of competitive
examinations.

India has dramatically expand-
ed school and higher education;
today’s young Indian is far more
educated than her parents. Go-
vernments across party lines have
invested heavily in skilling, ap-

prenticeships, and vocational
training.
However, these investments

have collided with a labour market
incapable of absorbing the aspira-
tions they helped create. Of about
307 million people aged 15 to 29,
some 141 million are in the labour
force and 127 million are em-
ployed. Yet only about 15 million,
fewer than one in eight, hold a reg-
ular salaried job with a contract
and social security — what most
would regard as a ‘good job’ with
fair pay, social protection, decent
working conditions, and career
progression. This scarcity creates
two forms of distress, often mista-
ken as separate problems.

At one end are young people
who leave school early. Among In-
dians aged 15-29, whose education
is largely complete, about 39%
have not finished secondary
school and over half hold no qual-
ification beyond Class 10. Most are
employed; joblessness among the
middle-educated is below 5%. Ho-
wever, they work in informal, low-
paid, and often subsistence jobs as
casual labourers; are self-em-
ployed; or are unpaid workers in
family farms and businesses
(Chart 3).

A worker who completed only
Class 8 earns roughly 12,300 a
month, and finishing secondary
school adds barely another
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%1,000. For many young women,
this arithmetic ends in withdrawal:
with wages this low, marriage and
unpaid care win. Over two in five
are neither working nor studying,
against fewer than one in 10 men.

At the other end are graduates.
While conventional analyses often
state that educated youth are re-
jecting work by holding out for
comfortable jobs, the data says
otherwise. Graduates face the
highest unemployment rate of any
group at 22.7%, more than three
times that of those who never
completed school (Chart 1). They
are only 17% of India’s youth popu-
lation, but 56% of all unemployed
young people. While expectations
matter, it is far lesser than what the
“choosy graduate” narrative sug-
gests. Only about 22% of the labour
force earns more than 315,000 a
month, with nearly 55% earning
below 39,000. Only about 17 out of
100 graduates secure the salaried
employment a degree promises
(Chart 2).

India, then, has roughly 15 mil-
lion meaningful jobs and 300 mil-
lion young people.

The appeal of government jobs
Hence, the extraordinary impor-
tance of government recruitment
examinations. They are among the
few routes to secure work for first-
generation graduates who do not
have the money for elite or foreign
degrees, and the networks of class,
caste, and family that shape priv-
ate-sector hiring networks which
are far less open to marginalised
households, regardless of talent.
These exams promise to judge
candidates by performance alone.
In 2024, roughly 30 lakh candi-
dates competed for about 17,700
government posts; about 170 can-
didates for every vacancy.

Part of the problem is that the
transition from school to work is it-
self broken. Fieldwork by JustJobs
Network particularly highlights
the wage-expectation mismatch.
Young people express clear ambi-
tions but cannot name the course
or occupation that would get them

there; and when a job appears, the
entry-level pay of ¥10,000-15,000
a month falls well below the
320,000-25,000 graduates say
they need even locally. Moreover,
a job requiring migration is worth
taking only at a pay of ¥30,000-
%40,000. Faced with no visible
path, many rationally default to a
general degree and the examina-
tion queue.

These failures are symptoms of
a deeper structural problem. In-
dia’s economy has become effi-
cient at generating output, but less
so at generating meaningful em-
ployment. Through much of the
2010s, growth remained strong
while employment stagnated;
since 2019, much of the increase
has reflected workers returning to
low-productivity agriculture rath-
er than moving into better-paying
jobs. Investment has favoured cap-
ital- and technology-intensive sec-
tors, with rising automation creat-
ing relatively fewer jobs.

Public investment has risen sig-
nificantly, but it has flowed more
into physical infrastructure than
into health and education systems.
India spends about 2.7% of its GDP
on education, well below the na-
tional target of 6%, and about 1.9%
on health, short of the 2.5% its Na-
tional Health Policy set for 2025.

None of this is the fault of the
young people who took to the
streets. The school-leaver in un-
paid family work and the graduate
on her fifth attempt face the same
shortage from opposite ends.
Neither lacks effort. What is scarce
is not determination but good
quality jobs.

The students achieved what a
protest can: accountability for an
immediate failure, and national at-
tention for a larger crisis. But no
recruitment reform can change
the arithmetic of 170 applicants for
every vacancy. The deeper chal-
lenge is to reshape growth itself.

Until growth generates oppor-
tunity as fast as education gener-
ates aspiration, India’s young will
keep waiting for the economy to
catch up with their ambitions.

Chasing opportunity

Data were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey, the Economic Survey
and national accounts; and field research by JustJobs Network. Dr. Shipra Nigam

is a Research Director at JustJobs Network
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CHART 1: Graduates in the age group of 15-29 face the highest unemployment
rate at 22.7%, more than three times that of those who never completed school
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material.

computer.
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CHART 2: Education barely pays until one gets a degree, as the average monthly
earnings of young workers by highest-level of education shows (In )

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1976

Concordance of Indus
script to be published

Madras, July 27: The Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Bombay, will publish
the Concordance of the Indus script by a new
process, incorporating additional study

More than 9,000 “seals”, with signs and
symbols of the Indus script have been found at
the sites of Mohenjo Daro and Harappa (now in
Pakistan) and in Kalibanga in Rajasthan. These
valuable finds throw significant light on the
Indus valley civilisation dating back to 4,000
years. Recently, Finnish scholars studied them
and prepared a concordance, with the help of a

The Russians have also brought out a
publication in their own language.

An Indian scholar, Mr. I. Mahadevan is now
trying to publish the same, using the computer
technique, but adopting a new method. Under
this “computerised photo composition printing”
process, being attempted for the first time in
India, all the basic symbols in the Indus script
will be drawn by an artist and the same will be
microfilmed. The text, the positions, the
statistical analysis of signs and other relevant
information, will be typed and recorded on
electronic tapes. The entire matter will then be
fed into the press.

Each sign will have a code number. The
computer will select the appropriate signs from
the micro-film and feed them into the press by

entire text of the concordance, brought upto
printed in a short time and made available at a
The Finnish scholars adopted the computer

itself drew each and every sign. Under the new

23,046
the photo composition method. By this, the
13,360 14,520 i i
11.921 12,326 > date, running to about 700 pages, will be
11,305 2
comparatively cheap price.
; . . . . . plotting method in which the electronic gadget
Not Literate up Middle  Secondary Higher Graduate
literate to primary secondary  &above

CHART 3: Only one in eight workers hold a 'good job'. The share of employed

youth (aged 15-29) by status of employment

Unpaid family workers

25.7

Casual labour
22

21.3

Regular, with
social security

Employers 1.2

Own-account workers

technique, one symbol in the micro-film can be
used for several impressions.

progress”

11.8

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 28, 1926

£6,800 for “Pilgrim’s

London, July 27: The first edition of the Pilgrim’s
Progress was auctioned at Sotheby’s for £6,800.
The purchaser was Mr. Quaritch. Only four
other perfect copies are known.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Income tax returns
filed for assessment
year 2026-27

in crores. More than four crore
4 income tax returns have been filed

so far for the 2026-27 assessment
year, the Income Tax Department said. The
department urged taxpayers to file ITR-1
(Sahaj) and ITR-2 before the July 31
deadline. ITR-1 is meant for eligible
resident individuals with an annual
income of up to 350 lakh from specified
sources. pTi

Death toll in attack
by armed assailants
on Nigerian village

At least 30 people were killed
30 when armed men attacked

the Naridon village in
Nigeria’s Kaduna state, according to
residents. The assailants reportedly
opened fire and set houses ablaze during
the overnight raid. Eight children were
among those killed, while four others were
injured. No group has claimed
responsibility for the attack. reuters

People charged
alongside Hasina by
Bangladesh tribunal

Prosecutors at Bangladesh’s
40 International Crimes Tribunal

filed charges against former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 40
others in a crimes against humanity case
linked to the 2013 police crackdown on a
Hefazat-e-Islam rally in Dhaka. The tribunal
also issued arrest warrants for the
fugitives, while nine accused are already in
custody awaiting trial. e

Pending consumer
cases threshold for
forum rationalisation

Death toll from
Ukrainian drone
strikes on Russia

disputes. The
1000 Supreme Court

has allowed
States with fewer than 1,000 pending
consumer cases to abolish some district
consumer forums and transfer those cases
to serving judicial officers, subject to prior
approval from the jurisdictional high
courts. The direction aims to improve the
dispute redressal mechanisms. p1i

Ukrainian drone strikes on Russia

killed five people, including a child,

in the Rostov region, according to
Russian officials. Moscow said that it
intercepted 276 drones overnight, while
Ukraine said it struck an export terminal in
Rostov and oil facilities in the Yaroslavl and
Udmurtia regions as part of its long-range

attacks. arp
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The next chapter for Education Ministry

As Pralhad Joshi takes charge of the Education Ministry, several key ‘reforms’ remain under way, including the National Curriculum Framework, the Viksit Bharat

Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, the three-language formula, and new teacher-training initiatives in school education

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
ralhad Joshi, the new Union
Minister for Education, inherits
a range of structural changes to
Indian education initiated by
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Mr. Pradhan’s exit as Education
Minister has been under a cloud, but his
five-year tenure was marked by a ramping
up of efforts to implement the National
Education Policy 2020, which the Union
Cabinet had accepted a year before he
took charge. Earlier, at the Petroleum
Ministry, he had made his mark on
programme implementation by delivering
eight crore LPG connections to poor
households in three years against a
four-year target.

From the National Curriculum
Framework, flexible learning and
multidisciplinarity, and the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill (VBSA), to PM
SHRI, the three-language formula and
new teacher-training initiatives in school
education, his Ministry was constantly in
the news for introducing “reforms.”
Common threads ran through them:
performance evaluation and
accountability, skilling-education
convergence, promotion of a certain
vision of Indianness, ambition undercut
by implementation challenges, and a
push for uniformity that critics called
centralisation and a disregard for
diversity. Almost all remain
works-in-progress that the new Education
Minister will have to carry forward.

NEP’s recommendations on
foundational literacy

Through Nipun Bharat, formally launched
by Mr. Pradhan’s predecessor on the heels
of pandemic-era learning losses, the
government was finally acting on decades
of evidence from surveys by voluntary
organisations that India’s schoolchildren

were lagging far behind in reading and
math, despite formally graduating year
after year. It seeks to ensure every child
attains foundational literacy and
numeracy — a concept advocated by NEP

2024 showed a seven-percentage-point
gain in numeracy since 2018, and
PARAKH 2024 found Grade 3 students
who benefited from the mission’s first
three years, outperforming Grades 6 and
9 in language and math. Yet fewer than a
quarter of students nationally could read
a Grade 2 text, and Grade 5 levels
remained roughly where they were
pre-pandemic — a sign of implementation
gaps that may well necessitate a Nipun
Bharat 2.0.

The push to boost teaching quality
Though standards for teachers are
common in advanced nations, the
National Professional Standards for

assess and classify teachers — as
proficient, expert or advanced — against
uniform national standards, with career

— by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. ASER

Teachers (NPST) is India’s first initiative to

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi took additional charge of the Ministry of Education on July 26. ANI

progression tied to this ladder. The
National Mentoring Mission, meant to
identify mentor teachers to guide others
up this ladder through nomination and
volunteering, is being rolled out with
online sessions, but awareness among the
country’s one crore teachers remains low
and impact assessments are yet to be
formalised. NPST itself has not been
rolled out, leaving teachers little incentive
to engage with the mentoring sessions.

Key changes attempted in higher
education

Some initiatives drew sharper
controversy. The 2025 draft UGC
regulations on appointing teachers,
Vice-Chancellors and staff faced strong
opposition — notably for giving governors
a decisive say in Vice-Chancellor
appointments and for removing the cap
on contractual professorships. Separately,
the UGC’s new undergraduate and
postgraduate degree rules, built around
flexibility and multidisciplinarity to create
a skilled workforce, have been formally in
force since the 2025 academic year — but

institutions across States are still barely
grasping radical concepts such as a
commerce student studying science, or
transferring credits across colleges via the
National Credit Framework.

An example of education-skilling
convergence is the Swayam Plus platform,
which offers over 500 industry-developed
courses across 15 sectors, including
emerging technologies. Some 6.5 lakh
have registered for these courses. The
new modules under “Al for All” have
reportedly drawn one lakh registrations.
Courses such as Al for Physics, Al for
Chemistry, Al in Accounting, Al for
Educators, and AI/ML using Python are
intended to be skilling courses for
professionals that are supposed to make
them job ready. The key gap is that most
colleges that come under State
universities are often resistant to
changing the idea of giving a package deal
and accept flexibility in accepting credits.
There is an awareness gap, too.

While the higher education initiatives
appear aspirational and sound grand on
paper, there is little or no funding
allocation to State universities to
accomplish such flexibility. The VBSA in
fact has no grant giving function - a key
element of the University Grants
Commission that it seeks to replace.

The controversy over language policy
Mr. Pradhan also pushed to steamroll NEP
adoption — particularly the
three-language policy — by tying central
funding for primary education schemes
to compliance by States. Tamil Nadu
remains a holdout, though West Bengal’s
new government has accepted it. In CBSE
schools, Mr. Pradhan directly mandated
the learning of two Bharatiya languages
from Classes 6 to 12, prioritising Indian
languages over English. Some relief has
been granted to current students, but the
government has held firm on this as the
norm going forward — even though NEP,
in the same breath as it champions Indian
languages, also emphasises the learning
of English and other foreign languages.
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Dharmendra Pradhan’s exit as
Education Minister has been
under a cloud, but his five-year
tenure was marked by a
ramping up of efforts to
implement the National
Education Policy 2020.
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Pradhan pushed to steamroll
NEP adoption — particularly
the three-language policy — by
tying central funding for
primary education schemes to
compliance by States.

What is India’s policy on urea
production?

What are the key changes in the National Investment Policy for Urea 2026?

A. M. Jigeesh

mid concerns of fertilizer

shortage during the ongoing

kharif season due to the

situation in West Asia, greater
demand because of El Nifio and
complaints of over-use of chemical
fertilizers such as urea, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs recently
approved the National Investment Policy
for Urea (NIPU)-2026.

The new policy is aimed at self-reliance
in urea production, a sector which is
dependent on imports. According to the
Government, the policy will encourage
new investments in the urea sector for
setting up the gas-based urea
manufacturing units in the country.

The key changes in the policy,
compared to the existing policy, include
the separation of fixed and variable costs
for greater transparency, introduction of a
viable Return on Equity (RoE) band with a
floor at 12% and a ceiling at 16%, and
CM
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mitigation of foreign exchange risk
through conversion of fixed cost into
Indian rupees after four years based on
prevailing exchange rates.

How has the urea policy evolved?

The Union Government had announced
such a policy for urea sector in 2012, 2013
and it was amended in October 2014 to
facilitate fresh investment.

Six new urea units have been set up
under the 2012 policy, which includes
four set up through Joint Venture
Companies (JVC) of nominated PSUs and
two set up by the private companies. At
present, there are 33 operational urea
manufacturing units with total
reassessed/installed capacity of 269.42
Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT), according to
the Union Fertilizers Ministry.

“There is a need to increase the
indigenous production of Urea. There is a
gap in the indigenous production and
demand of urea in the country which is
filled by the import of urea,” the

Government had said.

The Government amended the policy
further in May 2015 for the existing 25
gas-based urea units and it led to
additional production of urea by 20-25
LMT as compared to the production
during 2014-15 annually.

From 225 LMT per annum during
2014-15, the current production from all
these units has reached 314.07 LMT
during 2023-24. “During 2025-26, 293.30
LMT of Urea was produced in the
country,” the Government says.

What is India’s fertilizer subsidy bill?
The total fertilizers subsidy in 2025-26 is T
2,17,281.10 crore. In 2024-25, it was
%1,77,162.06 crore. Out of this, the urea
subsidy alone for 2025-26 was 31,42,175.74
crore and for 2024-25 it was 31,24,319.50
crore. For phosphorus, and potassium,
the subsidy component is ¥74,999.99
crore and 52,810 crore respectively. For
promotion of organic fertilizers, the
Government provided a subsidy of

105.37 crore and 332.56 crore in the last
two financial years.

How is urea made available?
According to the data provided by the
Government in Parliament, as on March
3, 2026, the country has the requirement
of 370.84 LMT of urea for the kharif
season. The availability is 432.44 LMT, out
of which 381.59 LMT will be for sale under
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system
where all subsidised fertilizers will be sold
to buyers is made through Point of Sale
(PoS) devices “installed at each retailer
shop and the beneficiaries are identified
through Aadhaar Card, KCC, Voter
Identity Card etc”. In 2024-25, the
requirement was 364.01 LMT and
availability was 443.83 LMT.

The Government claims that it has
taken steps to promote the balanced and
efficient use of fertilizers. “The
Government is promoting Integrated
Nutrient Management (INM), which
advocates the judicious and scientific
integration of organic sources, chemical
fertilizers, and biological inputs for
efficient and sustainable nutrient
management,” the Ministry said adding
that the INM aims to meet the nutrient
requirements of crops in an economical
and environmentally sustainable manner
while maintaining long-term soil fertility.
It had also experimented with Nano Urea,
which is yet to get popularity among
farmers, apparently after controversies
over its scientific efficacy and result.
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The Centre recently approved
the National Investment Policy
for Urea (NIPU)-2026, which is
aimed at self-reliance in urea
production, a sector which is
dependent on imports.
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The Union Government had
announced such a policy for
urea sector in 2012, 2013 and it
was amended in October 2014
to facilitate fresh investment.
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What can be done to address the CBSE
evaluation controversy?

The Supreme Court's concern over ‘frustrated young minds has renewed focus on the unresolved CBSE On-Screen Marking (OSM) controversy. A

simple SOP could still restore fairness, accountability, and public trust in digital evaluation.

Rajeev Kumar

ndia witnessed two major
examination-related controversies
in the summer of 2026—NEET and
the Central Board of Secondary
Education’s (CBSE) On-Screen Marking
(OSM) crisis. Both predominantly affected
Class XII students. In both cases, the then
Union Education Minister assured the
nation that no student would suffer
injustice. However, the national response
to the two controversies differed sharply.

Alleged irregularities in NEET,
involving admissions to about 1.4 lakh
medical seats, rightly led to Re-NEET
2026, nationwide debate, judicial
scrutiny, organisational restructuring,
and policy reforms on an unprecedented
scale. In contrast, the unresolved
CBSE-OSM controversy, which affected
nearly 18 lakh Class XII students, received
comparatively little public attention
despite its much wider academic impact.

Around 98 lakh answer scripts had
already been digitised under OSM system.
Yet only about 4 lakh students could
access nearly 11 lakh evaluated scripts,
leaving around 14 lakh students without a
meaningful opportunity to verify their
evaluation or seek correction of genuine
errors. Complaints about portal glitches,
payment failures, blurred scans, missing
pages, mismatches in answer sheets, and
other procedural deficiencies remained
largely unaddressed. Even the limited
scrutiny that followed revealed
substantial mark revisions after
re-evaluation, raising serious questions
about the robustness of the review
process.

The issue eventually reached the
Supreme Court through a public interest
litigation (PIL). Referring to the
“frustration of young children” and the
“creeping problems” in the OSM process,
the Court highlighted concerns that went
beyond individual grievances to the
integrity of the evaluation system itself.

The central issue is no longer whether
mistakes occurred. It is whether every
student was given an equal opportunity to
verify the evaluation, identify genuine
errors, and have them corrected. This
transparency gap can still be bridged
through a simple, practical, and
time-bound reform.

Why was re-evaluation uptake so
low?

The limited number of students who
reached the re-evaluation stage reflected
structural flaws in the OSM review
process. Unlike the earlier pen-and-paper
system, where answer scripts had to be
retrieved and digitised on request, every
OSM answer script had already been
digitised during evaluation. In principle,
every student could therefore have been
given immediate access to an
authenticated digital copy of the
evaluated answer script.

Instead, the OSM review process
required students to apply, pay the
prescribed fee, and rely on an online
portal to access records that were already
in digital form. They also had to verify the
completeness and authenticity of their
answer scripts before seeking
re-evaluation. However, portal glitches,
payment failures, delayed access, and
overlapping verification and re-evaluation
timelines left little time to detect and
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Sparse attention: The CBSE-OSM crisis, which affected nearly 18 lakh Class XII students, received comparatively little public attention. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

report deficiencies before the review
window closed.

As a result, access to re-evaluation
depended more on overcoming
procedural and technical barriers than on
the merit of a student’s grievance. While a
small fraction of students completed the
process, the overwhelming majority
never had the opportunity to determine
whether genuine evaluation errors had
affected their results. In a digital
evaluation system, transparency should
begin with universal access to evaluated
answer scripts, not with procedural
hurdles that deny students an equal
opportunity to seek redressal.

What remains unresolved in the OSM
crisis?

The answer scripts that underwent
independent scrutiny revealed serious
concerns, including blurred scans,
missing pages, mismatches in answer
sheets, and substantial mark revisions
after re-evaluation. In one widely
reported case, a student’s History marks
increased from 74 to 97, and in another, a
student was elevated to the position of a
CBSE topper. Such outcomes demonstrate
that the review process could correct
significant evaluation errors — but only for
those who managed to access it. If serious
deficiencies emerged from this limited
scrutiny, it is reasonable to ask what a
universal review might have revealed,
leaving open the possibility of a much
larger Pandora’s box.

The unresolved issue is the absence of
equal opportunity. Students who could
not access their evaluated answer scripts
were denied the chance to verify whether
similar errors had affected their own

results. In a digital evaluation system,
transparency cannot remain selective.
Unless every student has a fair
opportunity to verify the accuracy of the
evaluation, public confidence in the OSM
system will remain incomplete.

Can the crisis still be resolved?
Since every answer script already exists in
digital form, CBSE can still restore
transparency through a simple ‘seven-day
framework’. On the first day,
authenticated digital copies of evaluated
answer scripts should be made available
to all students. The next three days should
be devoted to verifying the completeness
and authenticity of the scripts, including
identifying blurred scans, missing pages,
omitted supplementary sheets, and
mismatches in the answer sheets. After
rectifying any verified deficiencies, the
remaining four days should be reserved
for re-evaluation of genuine grievances.
At the end of the process, CBSE should
publish anonymised statistics on
verification requests, deficiencies
detected, re-evaluations conducted, and
mark revisions made. This framework
requires no new technology or major
expenditure. It simply ensures that every
student has an equal opportunity to
verify the fairness of the evaluation,
thereby strengthening transparency,
accountability, and public confidence in
the OSM system.

Who is accountable?

The OSM controversy is no longer merely
a technical issue; it is a question of
governance and accountability.
Responsibility rests with the CBSE, which
was expected to design, monitor, and

continuously improve the evaluation
process, as well as with the Ministry of
Education for effective oversight. The
inability to address systemic deficiencies
and restore students’ confidence points to
shortcomings in institutional governance.
The Central Information Commission
(CIC), exercising its powers under Section
25(5) of the RTI Act, had already advised
CBSE to frame comprehensive SOPs,
describing them as “the dire need of
today's scenario”. Yet these SOPs remain
unpublished. The priority now is to
implement a transparent and robust
framework that ensures every student has
an equal opportunity to verify the
fairness and accuracy of the evaluation.

What can be the way forward?

The new Union Minister for Education
now has an opportunity to bridge the
transparency gap in the OSM system. The
proposed ‘seven-day transparency
framework’ offers a practical, low-cost
roadmap to ensure universal access to
evaluated answer scripts, timely
verification, and transparent grievance
redressal.

The credibility of the OSM system will
ultimately be judged by its ability to
deliver transparency, fairness, and equal
opportunity to every student. If these
reforms are implemented with urgency,
the Supreme Court’s “frustrated young
minds” can become millions of smiling
faces, confident that their performance
has been evaluated fairly, transparently,
and justly.

(Prof. Rajeev Kumar is a former Computer
Science Professor at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST.)
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With Sarnath becoming India’s 45th UNESCO World Heritage Site, here’s a quiz on the
other sites in the country

V.V. Ramanan
A

A QUESTION 4

Name the two sites that were
at different times part of
'World Heritage in Danger'

QUESTION 1
Apart from the Taj Mahal,
which other properties

from India were the first list?

to be given UNESCO A

World Heritage Site status QUESTION 5

in 19837 Which site is transnational,
A being shared with six other
QUESTION 2 countries?

What is unique about the A

Khangchendzonga QUESTION 6

National Park inscribed to
the listin 2014?

A human life in India?
QUESTION 3 A

Name the inscribed

Himachal Pradesh?

Inscribed in 2003, which site
exhibits the earliest traces of

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Vincent van Gogh’s painting ‘The Starry Night
depicts’ the view from the window of this institution where
he was staying. Ans: The Saint-Paul-de-Mausole asylum
in Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, France

2. This fellow artist was invited by Van Gogh to live and
work with him in the “Yellow House” at Arles. Ans: Paul
Gauguin

3. Van Gogh was deeply influenced by Japanese woodblock
prints, a style collectively known by this Japanese term.
Ans: Ukiyo-e

4. Van Gogh’s profession before he decided to become an
artist. Ans: He worked as an art dealer (and later also
served as a teacher, bookseller's assistant and lay
preacher)

5. Van Gogh died in July 1890 in this French village. Ans:
Auvers-sur-Oise

Visual: This is generally believed to be the only painting

property that is spread
across Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal and
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QUESTION 7

Which Indian currency notes
feature the Konark Sun
Temple and the Sanchi Stupa?

Visual question: Name this World Heritage Site and the State in
which it is located. GETTY IMAGES

Vincent van Gogh sold during his lifetime. Identify it. Ans:
The Red Vineyard (The Red Vineyard at Arles)

Early birds: Tamal Biswas| K.N. Viswanathan| Erfanally
Oosmany| Piyali Tuli| Arun Kumar Singh
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Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the meaning and origin of
“not be up to scratch”? (M. Ganesh,
Mysore)

When you say that something is “not up
to scratch” it means that it is not up to the
mark. It is not of an acceptable standard
or quality. Here are some examples.

I find that Alok’s designs aren’t up to
scratch.

The tests showed that the new recruits
were not up to scratch.

This is an idiom that comes from the
world of boxing. In the old days when
boxing was still a primitive sport, a line
was drawn in the centre of the ring. The
line was called a “scratch”. Nowadays
whenever a boxer is knocked down
during the bout, all he/she has to do is to
stand up before the referee counts to ten.
During the early days of boxing, the
contestant who had been knocked down
had to demonstrate that he was in control
of his faculties by walking to the line
(’scratch”) within 38 seconds. If the boxer
was unable to come up to the ‘scratch”
within the allotted time, then he was
considered unfit to continue the fight.

What is the question tag to be used
for “I am a boy”? (K. Sathis Kumar,
Kasargod)

The question tag that is normally used is
“aren’t I”. This would be considered
standard. In informal contexts one could
also say “ain’t I”. The word “ain’t”
however is considered non-standard. It is
also possible to say “am I not?”

What is the meaning of “carte
blanche”? (B. Balaji, Pondicherry)
The first word “carte” is pronounced like
the word “cart”. The “a” in “blanche” is
pronounced like the “0” in “hot” and
“cot”. The final “che” sounds like the “sh”
in words like “should”, “shut”, and
“ship”. As you have probably guessed, the
expression comes from French.

When you give someone “carte
blanche”, you give them total freedom to
do whatever they want. The literal French
meaning of carte blanche is “blank
document”. Therefore when you are
given “carte blanche” you are given
complete freedom or authority to do
whatever you think is right. For example:

The new Director was given carte
blanche to do what he wanted.

Is it OK to say, “Australia’s Northern
Territory passed an euthanasia law”’?
(C. Selvamani, Bangalore)
We generally use the article “an” before
words that begin with a vowel sound. Do
not get confused between “sound” and
“letter”. The words “university” and
“unique” begin with a vowel — at least in
spelling. But when you pronounce these
two words they begin with a consonant
sound. Therefore one has to use the
indefinite article “a” and not “an” before
these two words. We have to say “a
unique person” and “a university”.
Similarly, the word “euthanasia”,
though it begins with a vowel letter, when
the word is pronounced, the first sound is
a consonant one. Therefore the article
that will precede it is “a”. It should be “a
euthanasia law”. Euthanasia as you know
is sometimes referred to as “mercy
killing”. It is the act of painlessly killing an
individual who has no hope of recovering
from the disease that is slowly killing him.
Euthanasia is illegal in most countries.
Published in The Hindu on May 29, 2001

Word of the day

Corroborate:
to confirm or support something

Synonyms: endorse, verify

Usa g€ The findings corroborate earlier
research on climate change.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/corroborate

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ka'iobasert/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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CJP warns of protests
over ‘promise breach’

“Under the guise of the Prayagraj protest, many
students have been picked up by the U.P. Police’s
special team in an unmarked vehicle. When the
Union government had promised that no action
would be taken against any student, then on
whose orders is such deceit taking place,” Mr. Ya-
dav wrote in a post on X, also posting a video news
report in support of his claims. The Prayagraj pol-
ice have registered two FIRs at the Civil Lines pol-
ice station in connection with the alleged vandal-
ism of two SUVs and attack during Saturday’s

student protest.

Rajya Sabha MP and senior advocate Kapil Si-
bal, who addressed a press conference with CJP
leaders on Monday, said if governments file FIRs
against people who peacefully protested in diffe-
rent parts of the country, the CJP will create a fra-
mework to track the affected people. “They (CJP)
will create a website where lawyers who are will-
ing to provide help can register their names, loca-
tion and the kind of help they can offer. I will per-
sonally contribute 1 crore... our lawyers will
support them across India,” he said.

Addressing the press conference, Mr. Ranka
reiterated the Centre’s assurances. “If the govern-
ment does not share the written agreement by to-
morrow, and if students, youth, and protesters
who have been arrested or detained in different
States are not released, the Cockroach Janta Party
will once again be forced to protest,” he said, ad-
ding that multiple reports have emerged in Delhi
about the detention of volunteers who supported

the protesters with logistics.

On Saturday, the CJP called off a 36-day protest
at Jantar Mantar in Delhi after the Union govern-
ment agreed to its three main demands, including
the resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan as Educa-
tion Minister. “We demand that all the FIRs
against the protesters be immediately withdrawn,
students be released and no future FIRs be filed by
Delhi police/Central investigative agencies/police
in BJP-allied States, failing which we will be forced
to sit on protest again,” Mr. Ranka said.

(With inputs from Nikhil M. Babu in Delhi, Senjuti
Sengupta in Kolkata, Mayank Kumar in Lucknow,
Amit Bhelari and Amarnath Tewary in Patna)

SC mulls guidelines
for police conduct

“There has to be a protocol in place. Everyone has
a right to protest so long as it is with due permis-
sion and at designated places. But if some anti-so-
cial elements have done anything, that can also be
looked into,” the Chief Justice stated.

Meanwhile, retired Intelligence Bureau Special
Director Yashovardhan Azad, along with two oth-
er victims of alleged pellet-gun injuries, moved
the Supreme Court on Monday seeking a ban on
the use of wholly or partly metallic kinetic projec-
tiles fired from pump-action or projectile-action
guns (PAG), or pellet guns, for crowd control by
law enforcement agencies. The petition also
sought exemplary compensation for all those al-
legedly injured by pellet firing during the July 20

protests.

“The use of such projectile-action guns (PAGs)
or pellet guns loaded with wholly or partly metal-
lic pellets for crowd dispersal fails the constitu-
tional tests of necessity, proportionality and rea-
sonableness. It amounts to an unconstitutional
fetter on the right to freedom of assembly guaran-
teed under Article 19(1)(b) of the Constitution. The
petitioners, therefore, pray that such weapons be
decommissioned or banned from being deployed
for crowd dispersal against civilian assemblies,”

the plea states.

On July 24, the top court had agreed to hear on

Policeman suspended for
firing AK-47 at protesters

Bihar policeman’s action sparks political row, with Rahul Gandhi criticising Modi over students

being subjected to ‘deadly attacks and brutality’; other Congress leaders too condemn use of force

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA/DELHI

he viral video of a
T Bihar policeman
firing an AK-47 rifle

during protests in Bihar’s
Siwan triggered a political
storm in Parliament on
Monday, with Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi de-
manding an apology from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and action against

those who “attacked”
students.
The policeman has been

suspended and a depart-
mental inquiry ordered,
Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Siwan district Puran
Kumar Jha said.

At least three protesters
sustained gunshot injuries
and were admitted to a
private hospital in Patna,
where their condition is
stated to be stable. One of
them was discharged on
July 27.

Opposition hits out
In a post on X, Mr. Gandhi
said “the entire system is
downright murderous
against students”.
“Reports are coming in
that AK-47s have been fired
at protesting students in Bi-
har, and hundreds have
been arrested and booked

|
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Screengrab from a video, posted by Tejashwi Yadav on X, of a
policeman firing an AK-47 during protests in Siwan, Bihar.

under FIRs. Modiji, what
happened to your promise
that no FIRs would be filed
against students and that
they would be released? In-
stead, they are being sub-
jected to deadly attacks
and brutality,” he said.
“Pellet guns were used
against students in Delhi,
and AK-47s in Bihar.
Whether it is Uttar Pra-
desh, West Bengal, Bihar,
or Delhi — the pattern is
the same everywhere. Re-
form is beyond its capabili-
ty. It will renege on its pro-
mises and use every tactic
to suppress the students’
voices,” Mr. Gandhi added.
Several Congress lead-
ers also condemned the re-
ported use of force. Con-
gress general secretary

(organisation) K.C. Venu-
gopal demanded an expla-
nation from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, asking
who had ordered the use
of AK-47s in Bihar and pel-
let guns in Delhi. Congress
MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
questioned the deploy-
ment of such weapons
against protesters.

Posting the video on so-
cial media, Leader of the
Opposition in the Bihar As-
sembly and Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav demanded action
against the officials respon-
sible.

He warned that if the ar-
rested students and his
brother, Tej Pratap Yadav,
were not released within
24 hours, the party would

launch a massive Statewide
agitation.

The video of the police-
man firing the AK-47 has
circulated widely on social
media since July 26. “The
video surfaced late be-
cause Internet services re-
mained suspended for 24
hours after the protest,” a
journalist in Siwan told The
Hindu.

Departmental probe
The policeman has been
identified as Abhishek Ku-
mar, attached to the Dis-
trict Intelligence Unit.
“The policeman has been
suspended and a depart-
mental inquiry ordered,”
Siwan SP Mr. Jha said.
Asked who had author-
ised the firing, Mr. Jha said
the matter would be exa-
mined in the departmental
probe. According to a pol-
ice statement, the officer
fired four rounds in the air
near J.P. Chowk to protect
government property and
lives, and no one was in-
jured in that firing. The
three injured protesters
sustained gunshot wounds
at locations away from J.P.
Chowk. They were shifted
from Siwan Sadar Hospital
to a private hospital in Pat-
na after initial treatment.
The police have registered
an FIR against the three.

CBI counsel absent,
fast-track court defers
hearing in NEET case

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The first hearing of the spe-
cially designated fast-track
court handling the NEET-
UG examination paper
leak case was postponed
on Monday after counsel
for the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which
is investigating the case,
failed to appear.

Special Judge Anu Grov-
er Baliga was scheduled to
hear the bail applications
of accused Dinesh Biwal
and Vikas Biwal.

“None appears on be-
half of State till 10.45 a.m.
to argue on the bail appli-
cation,” the court order
read.

The court also noted
that counsel appearing for
the accused, advocate A.P.
Singh, too informed it that
he had other engagements
in Rohini Courts and hence
could not wait for more
time for the CBI’s counsel.

“In view of the above,
the present bail applica-
tion will now be taken up
on 03.08.2026 at
10.00AM,” the court said,
further directing the Direc-
tor of Prosecution to en-
sure that a public prosecu-
tor is deputed to appear

before it in future
proceedings.
Congress targets govt.

Criticising the adjourn-
ment of a matter by the

Congress questions
govt. for ‘proclaiming
fast-track courts as
the solution’ to the
paper leak crisis

fast-track court over the
absence of a CBI lawyer,
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh, in a post on X,
said, “In such a situation,
with what face is the Modi
government beating the
drum, proclaiming fast-
track courts as the solution
to the paper leak crisis? Its
own CBI does not appear
to show any seriousness or
initiative in investigating
these cases or conducting
the trials.”

Judge Baliga assumed
charge of the designated
fast-track court on Satur-
day. The Delhi High Court,
through a notification is-
sued on July 23, had de-
clared her court a Specially
Designated Fast Track
Court to hear cases under
the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024, along
with related offences.

The adjournment of
hearing by the fast-track
court comes just a few days
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi announced that
dedicated fast-track courts
would be established to ex-
pedite trials in paper leak
cases.

Maharashtra
teenager ends
life over NEET
re-test result

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

A case of death related to
the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
emerged in Maharashtra
with a 19-year-old medical
aspirant allegedly ending
her life over disappoint-
ment with her NEET re-test
results.

She was found dead at
her home on July 25 in Ja-
lalpur village in Karjat talu-
ka of Ahilyanagar district.
According to the police,
she left behind a note say-
ing she was disappointed
as she couldn’t qualify in
the NEET-UG test.

Her uncle said, “In the
NEET re-exam, she scored
166, falling short of cut-off

SC to seek guidance of
task force on holding
computer-based NEET

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday indicated that it
would seek suggestions
from the high-powered
task force, to be headed by
former UIDAI chairman
Nandan Nilekani, on tran-
sitioning the National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test
for Undergraduate (NEET-
UG) to a computer-based
test (CBT).

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe was hearing a peti-
tion filed by Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal MP Sudhakar Singh
seeking sweeping reforms
in the conduct of the exam-
ination, including a direc-
tion to examine a transi-

after the Union govern-
ment and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) can-
celled the NEET-UG 2026
examination held on May 3
following a paper leak.
During the hearing, Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta, appearing for the
Centre, informed the
Bench that the Union go-
vernment had taken a “ve-
ry serious view” of the
matter and had constituted
a high-powered task force.
Justice Narasimha said
the court would hear the
matter on August 3 along
with the other pending pe-
titions on NEET reforms.
The top court had di-
rected the Centre to file an
additional affidavit outlin-
ing its road map for imple-

Trust biggest challenge in
tackling leaks: II'T-M Director

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The biggest challenge fac-
ing the high-powered task
force as it recommends re-
forms to prevent exam
leaks is “trust” V. Kamako-
ti, Director of IIT-Madras,
said on Monday.

Professor Kamakoti is
one of six domain experts
on a multidisciplinary pa-
nel tasked with revamping
the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA) following the
NEET-UG examination
paper leak controversy.

“The only challenge is
trust. We need teachers
who we can trust, who will
set the question paper and
keep quiet,” he said.

The NEET-UG paper
leak controversy arose
from allegations that ques-

V. Kamakoti

Professor Kamakoti em-
phasised that every indivi-
dual and process in the ex-
am hierarchy - from
question generation to ex-
am centre administration
— must be held directly ac-
countable through a clear
organisational structure.

Limits of AI

tem has worked. However,
trust is important for an
entrance exam at this
scale. We need to bring out
clear processes. It is not
that they don’t exist, but
we have to relook at it and
fine tune,” he added.

Addressing the role of Al
in exam reform, Professor
Kamakoti said: “Al may be
able to generate questions,
but someone still has to
look at them and review
them.

“NEET is very inclusive.
The exam is conducted in
12 languages. Somebody
has to translate it and also
verify the translations. Al
can certainly assist with
translation, but someone
must carefully examine
them,” he said.

The high-level panel will
release a report recom-

Monday two freshly instituted petitions alleging of 177 in her category.” tion from the existing menting the reforms, de- | tion papers were leakedby  “The second NEET exam mending measures to
police excesses during the July 20 crackdown on (People in distress can con- | pen-and-paper format to tailing the proposed | paper setters and happened without any is-  strengthen the NTA.
student protesters in the national capital. tact Tele-MANAS 14416) CBT. The petition was filed  cybersecurity framework. translators. sues. That means the sys-  (With agency inputs)
siilankan ' Delhi police step up drive to  Mumbal — Woman says she was | Rahul praises
groups voice activist Rhiya shot in the ear durin man for his
supportfor | take down posts on protests  Aniralleges g Preamble
Indlan yOUth The Hindu Bureau against the students, or Cyberbuuylng JUIy 2() Delhl prOteSt I‘eCltal at Stlr
NEW DELHI criticism thereof, on July
Meera Srinivasan 20, when police and the | The Hindu Bureau Ashok Kumar The Hindu Bureau
COLOMBO The Delhi Police are in the Central Reserve Police | MUMBAI GURUGRAM NEW DELHI
process of sending take- Force (CRPF)’s Rapid Ac-
Nearly 200 activists, social | down notices to Instagram, tion Force in and around | Rhiya Yadav, also knownas | A 32-year-old woman has The Leader of the Opposi-

movements, civil society
organisations, and trade
unions in Sri Lanka have
expressed solidarity with
students in India who were
protesting and voicing se-
rious concern over the
NEET examination paper
leak and broader issues
facing the education
sector.

“The voice of India’s
youth has been unstoppa-
ble, despite ridicule from
the highest authorities and
brutal police violence,” the
statement, issued on Mon-
day, said.

A group of activists gath-
ered outside the Indian
High Commission in Co-
lombo on Monday to con-
demn police violence dur-
ing the protest.

CM
K

in an attempt to remove
several reels and posts that
emerged during the youth
protests at Jantar Mantar
and elsewhere, officials
said. A senior police officer
said they regularly flag of-
fensive social media posts
with the authorities for re-
moval.

Without specifying the
time frame or the nature of
the content, the officer ad-
mitted that a large number
of such posts had recently
been flagged and taken
down. He also said that
more than 400 social me-
dia accounts operating

from outside the country
and posting offensive con-
tent had been blocked.
“There is a dedicated so-
cial media team that con-

=S
Many of the social media posts
removed featured police
violence. REUTERS

tinuously monitors such
posts, and sometimes they
are also flagged by other
agencies. We do not keep a
count,” the officer said.

‘Withdraw notices’
Several users posted de-
tails of posts that were ta-
ken down by Meta in res-
ponse to a legal demand by
the government.

Of the removed posts re-
viewed by The Hindu, ma-
ny featured police violence

Jantar Mantar used bat-
tons, tear gas rounds, and
pellet guns on protesters.

“The Internet Freedom
Foundation condemns this
takedown drive and calls
for the notices to be dis-
closed and withdrawn,”
the Delhi-based digital
rights advocacy group said
in a statement.

“On the reports availa-
ble, the content being re-
moved is political expres-
sion. The movement at
Jantar Mantar has been
conducted as much
through reels, memes, pos-
ters and digital artwork as
through assembly on the
ground. This is how a digi-
tal native generation raised
online speaks about
accountability.”

Rhiya Ahir, approached
the MIDC Police station in
Mumbai on Monday re-
garding alleged cyberbully-
ing and trolling. Last week,
Ms. Rhiya had stopped a
police van during a CJP
protest in the city.

“I had earlier registered
an online complaint on the
cyber police department’s
portal. Today, I sat with the
police to get the complaint
registered,” she told The
Hindu. She alleged that she
was being bullied and
stalked. She also com-
plained of receiving ob-
scene messages. “There is
an effort to spread hate
against me online. This is
abuse,” she said.

The police are probing
the complaint.

alleged that she sustained
“gunshot” injuries during
the students’ protest at Jan-
tar Mantar in New Delhi on
July 20.

Nutan, working with a
private firm here, has since
returned to her home
town, Ranchi in Jhark-
hand. She told The Hindu
over phone that she was in-
jured “quite severely” and
“needed stitches”. Accord-
ing to her discharge sum-
mary from Ram Manohar
Lohia (RML) Hospital, she
suffered “trauma to right
ear by gunshot”.

“I can describe the spot
— There is a fountain and a
steel statue of a lion. I was
standing right next to that,
up in the higher part of the
park. I' was fired at from be-

A photo of Nutan’s injured ear.

low,” Ms. Nutan said.

“Two people had their
guns aimed right at us.
They were wearing blue
uniforms. The person in-
volved wasn’t wearing a
name plate,” she said.

Delhi Police’s Public Re-
lations Officer Ranjeev
Ranjan said that according
to Ms. Nutan’s medical le-
gal report, the injuries
were caused by a “blunt
weapon”.

tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Monday
met Mohammad Irfan, the
youth who went viral for
reciting the Preamble to
the Constitution during the
protest at Jantar Mantar.
Mr. Gandhi said Mr. Ir-
fan’s outlook reflected the
strength and promise of In-
dia’s youth. Coming from a
slum settlement in Delhi,
Mr. Irfan spoke about the
hardships faced by work-
ers in the unorganised sec-
tor and the need for acces-

sible education,
healthcare, and democrat-
ic rights.

Mr. Gandhi described
him as “a young man from
a Delhi neighbourhood
whose mindset transcends
his circumstances”.
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Govt. introduces paper leak Bill
in Lok Sabha; debate likely today

Six hours allocated for discussion; 91 amendments moved by members, says Speaker as he brokers truce between govt. and

Opposition, which demanded a discussion on police action on protesting students; Ram Temple, E20 issues may be raised

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
Tment on Monday
introduced in the

Lok Sabha a Bill providing
for harsher penalties and
time-bound investigations
into examination paper
leaks amid a huge uproar
by the Opposition mem-
bers, who demanded a dis-
cussion on the police ac-
tion on protesting students
in the country.

The stalemate is likely to
end on Tuesday, with
Speaker Om Birla broker-
ing a truce between the
Treasury and the Opposi-
tion benches on Monday
afternoon, sources said.
The floor leaders of both
National Democratic Al-
liance and Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) had been
in touch since the
morning.

Six hours have been al-
located for the Public Ex-
aminations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, and 91 amend-
ments have been moved by
Lok Sabha members cut-
ting across party lines, Mr.

=& w

Presiding officer Dilip Saikia arriving to conduct the proceedings of

the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon Session on Monday. ANI

Birla announced in the
House earlier.

The Bill seeks to amend
the anti-paper leak law
with stricter punishment
of up to 10 years in jail and
%50 lakh fine.

The proposed legisla-
tion, which seeks to amend
an existing law, was first
promised by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in a
midnight Instagram post
last week in a bid to quell
the students’ protest at Jan-
tar Mantar.

The Bill was introduced
by Union Minister of State
for PMO and Personnel,
Public Grievances and Pen-
sions Jitendra Singh even

as the Opposition protest-
ed and sloganeered over
the police crackdown on
students during the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)-led
July 20 protest march to
Parliament as well as in
some States like West Ben-
gal and Bihar.

No let-up in protests

The Opposition, which had
been protesting since 11
a.m., when the House was
convened, was unrelenting
and did not let the Bill be
taken up for discussion
and passage despite re-
peated appeals from Mr.
Birla as well as Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren

Rijiju. He said several
members, including those
from the Opposition, were
prepared to participate in
the debate but the Con-
gress and “some of its
friends” were causing dis-
ruptions and not allowing
a debate. At 2 p.m., howev-
er, the Speaker said both
ruling and Opposition
sides should try and arrive
at a decision by 5 p.m. till
when the House was
adjourned.

Senior Congress leaders
are understood to have
met the Speaker after this
and agreed to the discus-
sion being taken up on
Tuesday.

“All political parties
have agreed to discuss the
anti-paper leak Bill on
Tuesday. Following Om
Birla’s initiative and sus-
tained dialogue, floor lead-
ers of political parties have
agreed to commence dis-
cussion on the Public Ex-
amination (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill 2026,” sources said.

Opposition sources said
they were now looking to
widen the offensive by tar-
geting the government ov-
er the alleged Ram Temple
donation embezzlement

case and ethanol-blended
fuel.

With the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly election due in
early 2027, the Samajwadi
Party is seeking to use the
Ram Temple issue to make
inroads among the BJP’s
core support base of Ram
devotees, while the Con-
gress has held over 50
press conferences de-
manding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s statement
on the alleged donation
theft.

“We shouldn’t allow the
BJP to hijack our religion.
We are all very proud Hin-
dus and not political Hin-
dus like them,” a senior
Congress leader told The
Hindu.

The Opposition plans to
highlight concerns over
ethanol-blended fuel,
which it believes resonate
with the middle class,

another key BJP
constituency.
And with the CJP taking

limelight for spearheading
the Gen-Z protests and the
government appearing in-
tent on sidelining Opposi-
tion parties, these parties
do not want to give much
elbow room to the govern-
ment.

Opposition set to maintain
pressure on Shah, take part
in debate on paper leak Bill

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

On the first day of Parlia-
ment after the students’
protests were called off,
the Opposition signalled
that it would continue to
target Home Minister Amit
Shah over the use of pellet
guns and excessive force
by security personnel

against protesting
students.
At the meeting of the In-

dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
on Monday, there were dif-
ferences on whether to dis-
rupt or participate in the
debate on the Public Ex-
aminations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026, though it was la-
ter resolved that the par-
ties should present their
point of view.

Samajwadi Party sourc-
es said the Opposition
should demand a debate
on the Ram Temple dona-
tion theft case. According
to sources, Dharmendra
Yadav, the SP’s chief whip,
said during the meeting
that this issue should not
be allowed to be buried.
However, a significant sec-
tion of Opposition leaders
was of the opinion that
they should continue to fo-
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Action plan: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi speaking at a INDIA

bloc meeting in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

cus on policy issues such
as education. Wading into
the Ram Temple issue
would communalise the
narrative. “The students
have done their job. We
must not fail them,” a top
Opposition leader said.
The Opposition leaders
shared the details of the in-
stances of “police brutali-
ties” in their respective
States. It was decided that
during the debate on the
Bill, these instances must
be highlighted. The Oppo-
sition has also resolved
that its strategy should in-
clude coordination on agi-
tations beyond Parliament.
Among those who
pushed for participation in
the debate on the Bill,
known in common par-
lance as the “paper leak
Bill”’, was Revolutionary

Socialist Party MP N.K. Pre-
machandran. Speaking to
The Hindu, he said, “This
Bill is an eyewash. Beyond
increasing the fine and the
jail term, it introduces no
substantive changes. In
fact, the Centre has insert-
ed provisions that effec-
tively reduce States to
spectators, including a
clause enabling the crea-
tion of a task force to inves-
tigate paper leaks that re-
ports exclusively to the
Union government.”

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, which has been
skipping INDIA bloc meet-
ings, has also expressed a
similar opinion. “I would
like to know what action
has been taken so far un-
der the existing Act,” DMK
Rajya Sabha floor leader Ti-
ruchi Siva said.

How BJP, RSS are
framing the protest
and its aftermath

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

There is both a doubling
down and a softening in
the approach being taken
by the government and the
larger Sangh Parivar in its
messaging after young
protesters concluded their
protest against the NEET
exam paper leak.

Going by the statements
made publicly, a few things
spring immediately to the
mind on how the BJP and
the Sangh Parivar are fram-
ing the protest and its
aftermath.

Former Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan’s let-
ter announcing his resigna-
tion on X, addressed to
“young friends” rather
than the President, states
that he takes responsibility
for what happened under
his watch, that he initiated
action when informed of
the leak, handed the case
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, and conducted
a re-test successfully. The
reason he specifically pro-
vided for his resignation
was: “However, even dur-
ing this time, individuals in
responsible positions at-
tempted to create obsta-
cles and mislead students,
which caused me deep
distress.”

“Considering the situa-
tion at Jantar Mantar and
across the country — with
the aim of preventing anti-
national forces from ex-
ploiting it, preserving na-
tional unity, ensuring that
not a single Indian stu-
dent’s future gets entan-
gled in legal complexities,
and allowing our children
to devote their time to stu-
dies and focus on building
their careers — I have sub-
mitted my resignation to
the Honourable Prime Mi-
nister,” he said.

This frames the protest
as something that could
have hurt the security of
India, and the govern-
ment, by asking for the Mi-
nister’s resignation, had
sought to end the protest

CM
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Modi’s reels, RSS
chief’s speech on role
of mothers offer
clues on the party’s
approach on matter

in the larger interests. Mo-
reover, the Centre main-
tains it has administrative-
ly carried off all the
required measures for the
NEET paper leak. The let-
ter and the government’s
statements thus try to
make it seem the NEET ex-
am paper leak was more
an act of omission than
commission, a matter on
which the intent of the go-
vernment should not be
interrogated.

The support offered to
Mr. Pradhan, both online
and offline, by his party
and government col-
leagues, demonstrate that
he is likely to make a polit-
ical comeback soon, possi-
bly in the BJP’s party
organisation.

For the long run, one
may look to the reels post-
ed by Mr. Modi on Insta-
gram, and the speech on
the role of mothers, at the
height of the protests in
Delhi, by  Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief
Mohan Bhagwat.

‘A social issue’

He appeared to suggest
that he viewed the protests
as a social issue pertaining
to young Indians and edu-
cation. “There is a need to
give the new generation a
sense of belonging. We
need to communicate. Not
dictation, but discussion.
Not orders but consensus,”
he said.

Mr. Modi’s posts on In-
stagram can also be seen as
a way of reaching young
people, via the platform
they seem to prefer.
Whether these two simul-
taneously offered ap-
proaches, one aimed inter-
nally at the political class
and the other a societal po-
sition, will hit the mark in
the conundrum now facing
the government and the
Sangh Parivar remains to
be seen.

‘Gen Z protests test the Sangh,
raise uncomfortable questions

Nistula Hebbar
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Protests by students over
the alleged NEET paper
leak appear to have hit
closer to home for the BJP
and the larger Sangh Pari-
var than previous agita-
tions against the NDA go-
vernment at the Centre.
After reports emerged
that the daughter of Assam
Minister Keshab Mahanta,
Dibisa Mahanta, had
joined the protests by stu-
dents, other instances of
disquiet among BJP mem-
bers and those associated
with the Sangh Parivar
have also come to the fore.
News about Manika Ra-
na, former president of the
BJP’s youth wing in Utta-
rakhand’s Tehri Garhwal,
also went viral on social
media. Reports claimed
that she had been expelled
from the party after parti-
cipating in the Cockroach
Janta Party-led student
protest at Jantar Mantar.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Ms. Rana confirmed that
she had been to the protest
and that she supported the
students’ demands. She,
however, denied reports
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CJP supporters celebrating after Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation at Jantar Mantar. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

that she had been expelled
because of her
participation.

“I was removed from
the post of youth wing pre-
sident in April as I was bu-
sy due to certain personal
engagements. Yes, I sup-
port all demands made by
students, including the re-
signation of Dharmendra
Pradhan but I am still with
the party,” she added.

Other concerns

Former Union Minister
Murli Manohar Joshi had
expressed concerns over
the police action against
protesters on July 20, and
after Mr. Pradhan’s resig-
nation, he posted, “Better
late than never”.

RSS member Ratan

Sharda, who is also a con-
tributor to the RSS mouth-
piece Organiser, has pu-
blicly argued that the BJP’s
communication machin-
ery and IT Cell failed to ef-
fectively counter the narra-

tive around the
“Cockroach Protests”, call-
ing it a “spectacular
failure”.

In a post on X, which he
clarified as “his own view”
and had “nothing to do
with the RSS”, Mr. Sharda
said the BJP’s media team
relied on memes and
“whataboutery” instead of
building a counter-narra-
tive, and failed to gauge
growing youth anger over
issues such as NEET, lack-
ing a feedback mechanism
from the ground.

RS adjourned again;
Opposition MPs seek
apology from Shah

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha ad-
journed for the day on
Monday for the sixth day in
the Monsoon Session with-
out taking up any business.

The Prevention of In-
sults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026
was listed for considera-
tion and passing. But it
could not be taken up as
the Opposition demanded
an apology from Union Mi-
nister Amit Shah for the
police action against prot-
esting students.

In the afternoon, when
the House met at 2 p.m.,
Deputy Speaker Harivansh
invited Minister of State for
Home Nitayanand Rai to
move the Bill. Opposition
members Pramod Tiwari,
John Brittas and Tiruchi Si-
va raised objections. While
Mr. Tiwari and Mr. Brittas
demanded a discussion on
police atrocities, Mr. Siva
said the Bill was against the
Constitution.

The Deputy Chairman,
however, denied the
“point of order” raised by
the members and Mr. Rai

moved the Bill for consid-
eration of the House amid
din. Opposition MPs were
heard shouting slogans de-
manding that Mr. Shah
must come to the House.
At 5.15 p.m., the Deputy
Chairman invited Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju. He said the go-
vernment was ready for
discussions on the issue of
paper leaks and requested
the Congress to take up the
Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Bill, 2026, for
discussion. “Such an im-
portant Bill has been
brought forward. We ap-
pealed to the Congress yes-
terday, we have been ap-
pealing to them since this
morning, but they are not
agreeing,” he said.
Countering this, Con-
gress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge said the Opposition
did not shy away from dis-
cussion. “But before dis-
cussion, the Home Minis-
ter should come and make
a statement,” he said.
When he was speaking,
BJP MPs raised their voice
and soon after the House
was adjourned for the day.

BJP to mark

Guru Ravidas’
650th birth
anniversary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday said it
would launch a nationwide
“Samrasta Sankalp Abhi-
yan” (campaign for social
harmony and resolve)
from July 29, 2026, to Fe-
bruary 20, 2027, to mark
the 650th birth anniver-
sary of the mystic poet-
saint Guru Ravidas.

At a press conference
held by BJP national gener-
al secretaries Tarun Chugh
and Dushyant Kumar Gau-
tam, it said 131 sacred urns
would be sent across the
country from Varanasi, the
birthplace of Ravidas.

Initiatives for social har-
mony would be organised
at 21,000 locations and
processions, including a
month-long yatra from Ja-
landhar to Varanasi, would
be taken out, they said.

The government had
undertaken several initia-
tives to preserve the saint’s
legacy, including the deve-
lopment of airports, spe-
cial trains, his birthplace,
pilgrim routes, and the res-
toration of sites linked to
Ravidas, they said.

BJP MPs face Opposition flak
for ‘Pradhan Zindabad’ slogan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BJP leader Dharmendra
Pradhan, who stepped
down as Education Mi-
nister over the NEET
controversy, was greet-
ed by BJP MPs with slo-
gans of “Pradhan Zinda-
bad” in the Parliament
complex on Monday.
This prompted some
of the Opposition MPs,
who too were protesting
outside the main en-
trance to Parliament
against the police crack-
down on protesters, to
counter their BJP coun-
terparts with chants of
“Chor Chor, Paper Chor
[thief, thief, paper

thief]”. The Congress
termed the felicitation

and India’s ruined edu-

Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi said

garlanding that same
person in Parliament.
This isn’t any honour—
it’s a celebration of the

“grave insult” to the
country’s youth.

Calling Mr. Pradhan a
symbol of “corruption

cation system”, Leader
of the Opposition in the

the system
“claimed the lives of 26
children and forced mil-

lions of youth onto the han’s tenure  was
streets”. “commendable”.
“And today, the BJP is Congress leader Pa-

destruction of millions triya Swayamsevak
of children’s futures,” Sangh’s agenda through
Mr. Gandhi saidinapost  the Education Ministry.

on X. Congress general
secretary Jairam Ra-
mesh said the BJP was
honouring Mr. Pradhan
“as if he had achieved
some great feat”, des-
pite the paper leak cri-
sis, the collapse of the
examination system and
the police action against
protesting students. He
questioned whether the
BJP believed Mr. Prad-

wan Khera alleged Mr.
Pradhan was being cele-
brated because he had
implemented the Rash-
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Delhi HC grants Sonia, Rahul

3 weeks to respond to ED plea

The Delhi High Court on Monday granted three
weeks to Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, and others to reply to the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) plea challenging a trial court
order that refused to take cognisance of its
chargesheet against them in the National
Herald-linked money laundering case.
Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the ED, said the trial court had “gone terribly
wrong” in the case, and the respondents had
filed no reply despite the High Court giving them
time to do so two months ago. The High Court
has also issued notices to Suman Dubey, Sam
Pitroda, Young Indian, Dotex Merchandise
Private Limited, and Sunil Bhandari on ED’s plea.

Maharashtra TET leak: close

aide of ‘kingpin’ arrested

The Special Task Force of the Maharashtra Police
on Monday arrested the 15th accused in the
Maharashtra Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) paper
leak case. The suspect has been identified as
Sonu Kumar Kisanlal Diwakar, 34. He is a former
employee of Mahim Patran Private Limited and a
close aide of the prime accused, Bijendra Kumar
Gupta. According to the police, although Mr.
Diwakar left his job at the Agra-based press two
years ago, he remained in constant touch with
his co-accused, Sanjay. The police had been
chasing Mr. Diwakar for over 20 days.

Include forensic auditor in
Ram Temple SIT, SC tells U.P.

CJI-ed Bench seeks impartial probe, directs SIT to file status report on progress of probe within

two weeks; petitioner urges Bench to direct the Trust to upload donation receipts on its website

Aaratrika Bhaumik

NEW DELHI
alling for a “qualita-
tive and impartial”
investigation, the

Supreme Court on Monday
directed the Uttar Pradesh
government to include an
independent forensic audi-
tor in the reconstituted
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing the alleged
theft of donations at the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple in Ayodhya.

Hearing a batch of peti-
tions seeking an indepen-
dent probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the affairs of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, a three-
judge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant also directed
the SIT to submit a status
report on the progress of
the investigation within
two weeks.

“Since the nature of the
investigation involves the
alleged misappropriation
of trust funds, the learned
Solicitor-General, repre-
senting the State of Uttar
Pradesh, has fairly agreed
that an auditor with expe-
rience in forensic auditing

Solicitor- General Tushar Mehta had apprised the court that IGP
Kiran S. would head the probe into Ram Temple donation theft. AFp

shall also be associated as a
member of the SIT,” the
Bench, including Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana, said.

Appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government, Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta informed the Bench that
a four-member SIT headed
by the Inspector-General
of Police (IGP) Kiran S. had
been constituted to investi-
gate the alleged embezzle-
ment of donations at the
temple.

Earlier, the Bench had
cautioned all parties
against “politicising” the
investigation and asked the
State government to con-
sider placing the ongoing
police probe under the su-

pervision of the three-
member SIT that had first
uncovered prima facie evi-
dence of the alleged fraud.

“We would like you to
take instructions whether
the same SIT that exa-
mined the issue earlier can
supervise the investiga-
tion. Those senior officials
have first-hand experience
of the matter,” the Bench
had told Mr. Mehta, refer-
ring to the committee com-
prising Lucknow Divisional
Commissioner Vijay Vish-
was Pant, Mr. Kiran, and
Special Secretary (Finance)
Neel Ratan.

On Monday, Mr. Mehta
apprised the court that Mr.
Kiran would head the in-
vestigation. The State go-

vernment has included In-
spector-General of Police
(Ayodhya Range) Somen
Barma and Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (Ayod-
hya) Gaurav Grover as
members in the reconsti-
tuted SIT.

The Chief Justice then
said that an “eminent, in-
dependent” chartered ac-
countant with expertise in
forensic auditing be includ-
ed in the investigation
team. Mr. Mehta agreed to
the suggestion.

‘Let SIT do its job’
Senior advocate Devdatt
Kamat, appearing for one
of the petitioners, submit-
ted that there were “large-
scale reports” raising
doubts over whether dona-
tions made by devotees
from across the country
had actually reached the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust. He
urged the Bench to direct
the Trust to upload details
of all donation receipts on
its website to ensure tran-
sparency. The Bench, ho-
wever, declined to issue
such a direction at this
stage, observing that the
SIT should first be allowed
to complete its probe.

HC allows Gadkari
to sue Meta, Google,
X over ethanol posts

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Monday allowed Union Mi-
nister Nitin Gadkari to in-
itiate legal proceedings
against Meta, Google, X,
and other unnamed enti-
ties over social media con-
tent that he alleged falsely
links him to the Centre’s
Ethanol Blending Pro-
gramme (EBP).

Justice Abhay Ahuja,
presiding over a single-
judge Bench, granted Mr.
Gadkari leave to file a sub-
stantive civil suit, seeking
relief that includes the re-
moval of the content in
question from the Internet.

The petition was moved
under Clause XII of the Let-
ters Patent. This procedu-
ral requirement necessi-
tates the High Court’s
permission when a part of
the cause of action arises
outside the High Court’s
territorial jurisdiction. Mr.
Gadkari also indicated his
intention to approach the
Supreme Court in the mat-
ter. A detailed order is
awaited.

In the proposed suit, Mr.
Gadkari outlined the back-
ground of the Ethanol
Blending Programme
(EBP), introduced by the
Centre in 2003 as a nation-

(B
Nitin Gadkari

al policy initiative for
blending ethanol with pe-
trol in phases. The imple-
mentation of 20% ethanol
blending with petrol (E20)
was achieved during the
2025-26 period.

Mr. Gadkari stated that
though he had served as
the Union Minister for
Road Transport since 2014,
he had no role in the E20
policy decisions. However,
the Minister alleged that
several social media posts,
created, and circulated by
unknown users, falsely
portray him as responsible
for the EBP’s
implementation.

Mr. Gadkari identified at
least 24 posts that he
claims are defamatory and
has sought directions for
their removal. The suit
which seeks damages of 11
crore, is likely to be listed
before Justice Arif Doctor.

‘Cut list’ on CBFC website
remains inaccessible for days

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) has re-
moved public access to de-
tails of cuts introduced to
films and information that
it is legally required to pu-
blish on its website. The
section mentioning the
“cut list” has been display-
ing “under maintenance”
for several days.

As a result, there is no
way to find out the cuts
made to films currently
showing in theatres or
scheduled to release soon.
This comes months after
the censor board made it
impossible to automatical-
ly fetch cut lists from its
website as and when films
were certified.

The move comes at a
time when the CBFC’s insti-
tutional norms have wea-
kened significantly. It has
recently been accused of
delaying certification for
films like Kangana Ranaut-
starrer Emergency and C.
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The section of the
cut lists has been
displaying “under
maintenance” for
several days now

Joseph Vijay-starrer Jana
Nayagan, while withhold-
ing certification for Honey
Trehan directorial Satluj,
which was released online
before being pulled down
by the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting. The
Bombay and Madras High
Courts have criticised the
CBFC’s actions.

The cut lists have long
served as a record of
changes ordered to films,
making it possible to track
the growing politicisation
of film censorship, particu-
larly when films contain
anti-establishment
themes, and a tendency to
suppress films depicting
casteism, religious prejud-
ice, and could have a bear-
ing on India’s foreign rela-
tions. In 2023, The Hindu

Across

1 Relatives rejected incentives to accept work (7)

5 Cataract patient stabbed by rogue (7)

9 Bottega in Florence had couch in front of reception (7)

10 Bond's race to arrest KGB's head free of violence, ultimately (7)
11 Possibly informal document reflecting on media losing power

in Delaware (5,4)

reported how the CBFC’s
cuts reflected these trends
based on a review of hun-
dreds of cut lists retrieved
through a piece of code.

Although cut lists are ac-
cessible on the CBFC’s e-Ci-
nepramaan portal by scan-
ning the QR code on a
film’s certificate, on or
prior to July 15, the censor
board took down the tabu-
lated cut lists for all films
from its website. The cen-
sor board inserted a mes-
sage in its place, saying
“Part II of the certificate
[the cut list] is currently
under maintenance.”

“Various portions of the
CBFC e-Cinepramaan sys-
tem are currently undergo-
ing long-overdue technical
maintenance to improve
citizen centricity, user ex-
perience, and to consis-
tently implement various
mandatory rules and com-
pliances within the online
workflow,” CBFC chairper-
son Shashi Shekhar Vem-
pati’s office told The Hin-
du.
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Centre summons
Ukraine Ambassador
over attack on ship

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The External Affairs Minis-
try on Monday summoned
Ukraine’s Ambassador to
India, Oleksandr Polish-
chuk, and expressed “se-
rious concerns” over the
July 18 attack on a ship that
led to the death of an In-
dian seafarer.

The Ukraine Embassy,
in a response, said Foreign
Minister of Ukraine Andrii
Sybiha had sent a letter of
condolence to External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
over the incident. It added
that “immediate response
to any preventive warn-
ings” on the situation in
the Black Sea region can
help in minimising securi-
ty risks “from Russia’s mili-
tary operations”.

“The Ministry conveyed
its serious concerns over
the incident and con-
demned such attacks on
commercial shipping in
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Feel son evolved without help (7)
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Extremely old is surely exotic (9)
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14 Space at the beginning | intend to change before working (9)
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20 Unique cross and clubs going missing - difficult to spot (7)

21 Introduce promotion covering start of exciting race on the radio

(7)

23 Small step above room (5)

24 Suspicion of theft dismissed by corner drug store (5)
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the strongest terms, under-
scoring their adverse im-
pact on the safety of mari-
time navigation, freedom
of navigation, and interna-
tional commerce,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
in a press note.

“The Ambassador was
requested to convey to the
Ukrainian authorities In-
dia’s strong concerns over
the targeting of commer-
cial vessels and reiterated
that such actions, which
endanger the lives of inno-
cent civilian seafarers, are
unacceptable and must be
avoided,” it said about the
attack on MV OMORFI.

In a statement later, the
Ukraine Embassy said “Uk-
raine has consistently
warned its international
partners” about the grow-
ing threats in the Black Sea.
It expressed hope that the
two Foreign Ministers will
hold talks in “the nearest
future” over the security
situation in the Black Sea.

SUDOKU

SC seeks Centre’s reply on
plea over anti-defection law

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought the Union
government’s response on
a petition filed by senior
advocate Kapil Sibal chal-
lenging the interpretation
of the “merger” exception
under the anti-defection
law contained in the Tenth
Schedule of the
Constitution.

The Rajya Sabha mem-
ber has questioned the in-
terpretation of the “merg-
er” exception under
Paragraph 4 of the Tenth
Schedule, whereby a politi-
cal party is deemed to have
“merged” with another
political party solely on the
basis that two-thirds of the
members of its legislature
party have claimed such a
merger even “if there is no
other indication” that the
original political party has
actually merged.

Mr. Sibal, appearing as
petitioner-in-person, sub-
mitted before a Bench of
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Kapil Sibal

Justices P.S. Narasimha and
Alok Aradhe that such an
interpretation of Para-
graph 4 would have “huge
repercussions” for the pol-
ity as an electoral majority
can be turned into a minor-
ity by resorting to mergers.

He argued that the Con-
stitution does not permit a
situation where a legisla-
ture party can, by itself,
bring about a deemed
merger of the original pol-
itical party without any for-
mal merger process or ap-
proval of party leadership.

“This has huge reper-
cussions for our polity...

FAITH
v

The electoral verdict can
be changed. A minority
can become a majority and
a majority can become a
minority,”  Mr.  Sibal
submitted.

‘Issues for Parliament’
While acknowledging the
concerns raised about the
operation of the Tenth
Schedule, the Bench ex-
pressed its disinclination
to entertain the plea, ob-
serving that any shortcom-
ings in the anti-defection
law were matters for Parlia-
ment to take a call on.
“These are issues typi-
cally to be raised before
the floor of the House.. If
not, then at least before
political parties. The Tenth
Schedule is intended to
regulate the mechanism
between the legislators...
What transpired in the
working of the Tenth Sche-
dule, we have been seeing
enormous issues”, Justice
Narasimha remarked. The
Bench ultimately agreed to
issue notice on the plea.

Enslavement of Vinatha

Garuda’s story is narrated in the Astika Parva of the Ma-
habharata, said Thenthirupperai Aravindalochanan in a
discourse. Sage Kashyapa had 13 wives, of whom Kadru
and Vinatha were sisters. Kadru’s children were 1,000
snakes. Vinatha had two eggs, but they took a long time to
hatch. Impatiently, she broke one, and out came a bird
that had no legs. This bird was named Aruna. Aruna was
very angry with his mother. Because he was hatched pre-
maturely, he was devoid of legs. Aruna cursed Vinatha and
said she would be a slave to her sister Kadru. She would,
however, be released from her curse, if she waited patient-
ly for the other egg to hatch. Garuda, who would emerge
from the egg, would liberate her. Surya then asked Aruna

to be his charioteer.

One day Kadru and Vinatha went to the Ganga for a
bath, where they saw the divine horse Uchchaisravas. It
was completely white, but Kadru saw an opportunity to
enslave Vinatha. She said the horse had a black tail. Vi-
natha said it was an all-white horse. Kadru said that the
next day they should get a closer look and whoever was
wrong should be the slave of the other. Kadru then sent for
her sons — the snakes — and told them to wrap themselves
around the horse’s tail, to give it a black appearance. Some
of her sons opposed such deception. Some of the snakes
decided to obey their mother and draped themselves
around the horse’s tail. When Vinatha saw the horse, she
could see a black tail. Assuming she had been wrong, she
became Kadru’s slave. Later when Vinatha’s other egg
hatched, Garuda who came from it, liberated both himself
and his mother from Kadru’s clutches.
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Merck inks pact with 4 Indian

drugmakers for HIV drug

Pharma major Merck has signed non-exclusive
voluntary licensing agreements with Aurobindo
Pharma, Cipla, Emcure and Viatris in India to
enable supply of its investigational, once-monthly
oral HIV pill Alimatravir. The royalty-free
agreements with the companies will enable
supply of generic alimatravir in 129 low- and
middle-income countries (LMICs) that account
for a substantial majority of new HIV diagnoses

globally, Merck said recently.

Thai FDA approves new

treatment for gonorrhoea

Thailand’s Food and Drug Administration has
approved Nuzolvence (zoliflodacin), a
first-in-class oral antibiotic for the treatment of
uncomplicated urogenital gonorrhoea for which
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories with support from The
GARDP Foundation had led the priority review
submission. Thailand is the second country to
approve the new chemical entity. Six months ago
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration had

approved the drug.

Bondada acquires 60% in

Maharashtra solar project SPV

Bondada Engineering has acquired 60% stake in
Onix IPP, a special purpose vehicle implementing
a 225 MW (AC) solar photovoltaic power project
in Maharashtra under a government scheme. The
acquisition aligns with Bondada Group’s plans to
diversify beyond EPC execution into renewable
energy asset ownership and creation, thus
generating predictable annuity-based revenues
and complementing its annuity income from
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) assets.

Dual immunotherapy from

Bristol Myers to treat cancer

Bristol Myers Squibb (BMS) unveiled RELOPDUO,
a fixed-dose combination of nivolumab and
relatlimab) in India following approval from the
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO). According to the company the therapy
is India’s first LAG-3-based dual immunotherapy
and is indicated for adults and children aged 12
years and above with unresectable or metastatic

melanoma.

Allana Consumer to boost

frozen food business in India

Allana Consumer Products Ltd., a part of the
161-year-old Allana Group, one of India’s largest
processed food products and agri-commodity
exporters, said it will boost domestic frozen food
business to cater to rising demand from
households and hotels, restaurants and cafes by
unveiling new products, a company official said.
“Our objective is to make high-quality frozen
food more accessible while building a reliable
farm-to-freezer value chain,” said Parag Vishnu
Gadre, business head, fruits, vegetables and ice
cream division, Allana Consumer Products Ltd.

BSE adds t5.11akh crore as
rupee appreciates, crude dips

Broad-based buying and improving global sentiment lead the rally; market capitalisation of

BSE-listed firms surges 5.1 lakh crore to 480.8 lakh crore, following the rebound in equities

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

sharp fall in crude
A oil prices amid eas-
ing tensions in

West Asia and appreciation
of rupee, propped up In-
dia’s equity markets with
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) gaining more than
1%, adding 5.10 lakh crore
in capitalisation.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex closed 1.02% higher at
76,835.78 points and the
50-share National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) Nifty surged
228.50 points, or 0.96% to
23,995.95 points.

Broad-based rally

More than 2,250 stocks in-
creased of the 3,446 that
traded on Monday and all
the sectoral indices im-
proved, suggesting a
broad-based rally.

The market capitalisa-
tion of BSE-listed compa-
nies surged 5.1 lakh crore
to ¥480.8 lakh crore, fol-
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Rallying trend

Investors’ sentiment improved as the rupee
appreciated following the crude oil price dip

Chart shows the movement of the Sensex on Monday
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lowing the rebound in
equities. “The market has
bounced back sharply
from near the cluster sup-
port of around 23,600
(previous opening upside
gap of June 15 and ascend-
ing trend line) and is now
on the verge of breaking
above the immediate resis-
tance of 24,000-24,100 le-
vels,” said Nagaraj Shetti,
Senior Technical Research
Analyst at HDFC Securities

The optimism can be at-
tributed to the 61 paise ap-

12.00

13.00 14.00 15.00

preciation in the value of
the Indian rupee , pushing
it to ¥95.96 a dollar as
crude oil dipped to $86.5 a
barrel, 6% below the pre-
vious session.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened at 96.18 and
touched the low of 96.27
and high of 95.78 against
the greenback during the
session, finally settling at
95.92 (provisional) against
the dollar, up 61 paise
against its previous closing

level. According to forex
traders, the local currency
also support from a firm
trend in domestic equities
and weakness in the US
dollar against major cur-
rencies. Further, the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
governor said that Indian
banks had drawn FCNR(B)
deposits worth $32 billion
so far, which is at least half
of $50 billion to $70 billion
that the monetary authori-
ty plans to garner from
NRIs, in a bid to reign in
the rupee depreciation.

“Despite continued vul-
nerability to oil related vo-
latility arising from geopol-
itical tensions, technical
indicators have shifted ma-
terially. Spot USDINR has
slipped below its ascend-
ing channel support, sig-
nalling potential continua-
tion toward 95.60 and
9540 in the sessions
ahead,” said Dilip Parmar,
Senior Research Analyst at
HDFC Securities.

(With inputs from PTI)

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Bank of Baroda (BoB) has
initiated a forensic investi-
gation into breach of criti-
cal data that has reportedly
leaked one TB (terrabyte)
worth of data.

“A comprehensive fo-
rensic investigation has
been initiated, and the
bank is working closely
with the relevant authori-
ties in accordance with ap-
plicable regulatory re-
quirements,” the bank said
in its statement, a day after
the data leak was informed
by people through social
media posts.

Going by the posts, the
critical data of the banks
was leaked into darkweb, a
private internet network
where users’ location in-
formation cannot be
tracked and is not indexed
in the World Wide Web.

“The bank has robust in-
formation security proto-
cols in place. The incident
involved compromise of an
employee’s email account,

BoB’s ‘critical data’
leaks on dark web,
bank initiates probe

resulting in unauthorised
access to certain data. The
matter was promptly iden-
tified, and immediate con-
tainment measures were
implemented,” BoB said.

‘Core banking secure’
The bank’s core banking
systems were not accessed
and “continue to remain
secure”, it communicated
through a post on its offi-
cial social media handle X.

The post seems to be in
response to media reports
and social media discus-
sions claiming that over 1
TB of data, including per-
sonal Aadhaar details of
customers, has been ac-
cessed in an unauthorised
manner and posted on the
dark web for free.

It was not immediately
clear how many customers
were affected.

The leak comes amid
growing Concerns over cy-
bersecurity risks facing
large companies and finan-
cial institutions that store
vast amounts of customer
and business data.

‘Data centre capacity to jump

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s operational data
centre capacity is project-
ed to jJump more than five-
fold to 12 GW by 2030 from
2.2 GW in 2025, driven by
rapid adoption of artificial
intelligence (AI), hyper-
scale cloud investments
and the expanding digital

economy, according to a
Wood Mackenzie.

Al-dedicated capacity is
expected to rise multifold
to 6,546 MW by 2030 from
275 MW in 2025, while data
centre electricity demand
is forecast to grow to 191 te-
rawatt-hours (TWh) by
2040 from 10 TWh in 2025,
its report said.

“India’s data centre mar-

ket becomes a structural
investment thesis,” said
Souhardya Pal, Research
Associate at Wood Macken-
zie. “The convergence of
hyperscale capital, Al wor-
kload growth and a decade
of policy support have
created the conditions for
India to rival any market in
Asia-Pacific. The question
for developers and inves-

tors is no longer whether to
enter India, but where and
how.”

Digital economy

India’s digital economy, va-
lued at %32 lakh crore in
2025 and accounting for
about 12% of GDP, together
with more than 1.03 billion
active internet users and
around 22 billion monthly

to 12 GW as Al fuels

UPI transactions, is driving
demand for data centre in-
frastructure. India’s dom-
estic Al market is projected
to reach 1.7 lakh crore by
2032.

Wood Mackenzie said
Maharashtra and Tamil Na-
du currently account for
about 65% of installed IT
load, but future investment
is expected to expand into

demand’

A.P., Telangana, U.P. and
Karnataka.

These emerging markets
are attracting significant
commitments from global
hyperscalers, including
Amazon Web Services and
Google, alongside domes-
tic operators such as Adan-
iConnex, which has an-
nounced a development
pipeline of 2.6 GW.

TMB QI net crosses 400 cr;
NOow eyes overseas expansion

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank
Ltd (TMB) has reported a
34.97% year on year (YoY)
increase in net profit to
T411.51 crore for the quar-
ter ended June compared
with ¥304.89 crore in the
corresponding quarter last
year.

“This is the highest-ever
net profit in the bank’s his-
tory. For the first time, we
have crossed the 3400
crore mark,” said Salee S.
Nair, managing director
and CEO of the bank.

The private sector len-
der’s net interest income
increased to ¥765.08 crore
from 579.55 crore, a
growth of 32.01% YoY.

Net interest margin im-

Net interest income rose 32%
YoY to ¥765.08 crore from
3579.55 crore a year earlier.

proved to 4.29% from
3.84%, up 45 basis points.

Deposits rise 20%

The Thoothukudi-based
headquartered bank’s total
deposits rose 19.71% Yoy, to
64,409 crore, while ad-
vances grew 27.01% YoY to
%57,306 crore.

“As we move through
FY27, our priorities remain
centered on deepening
customer relationships,
strengthening our retail,
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) and
agriculture franchises, ex-
panding our deposit base
and accelerating invest-
ments in technology and
digital capabilities to en-
hance customer expe-
rience and operational effi-
ciency,” Mr. Nair said.

“The bank still does not
have an international pre-
sence, and that’s someth-
ing we are seriously look-
ing at. We are evaluating
three specific territories
like Malaysia. Singapore
and West Asia particularly
Dubai...but that’s in the fu-
ture.”

Policybazaar to sell insurers
dollar term cover via GIFT City

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Digital insurance platform
Policybazaar said it started
offering U.S. dollar-denom-
inated term insurance
plans of partner insurers
for non-resident Indians
(NRIs) through the Interna-
tional Financial Services
Centre, GIFT City, Gujarat.

This allows NRIs to pay
premia and receive claim
payouts in U.S. dollars, ad-
dressing one of the biggest
but least discussed finan-
cial risks faced by Indians
living overseas — currency
depreciation, it said.

The launch reflects the
growing role of GIFT City
in bringing global financial
products closer to the In-
dian diaspora. Over the last

New vistas: A general view of the Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

few years, the IFSC ena-
bled several banking, in-
vestment and insurance
solutions traditionally
available only via overseas
financial centres. Global
Indians can now access in-
ternationally-aligned finan-
cial products within India’s
regulatory framework, Pol-
icybazaar added.

Chief business officer-
Life Insurance, Policyba-
zaar Vivek Jain said “GIFT
City has created the foun-
dation for a new genera-
tion of financial products
for global Indians. Our role
at Policybazaar is to ensure
the opportunities reach
customers in a simple and
accessible manner.”

CILs Q1 net
almost flat on

COSts, to pay
35.5 dividend

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

State-owned miner Coal In-
dia’s Ltd. (CIL) net profit in
the June-end quarter
stayed almost flat year-on-
year (YoY) as cost of explo-
sives and industrial diesel,
among other essentials re-
quired for mining, cumula-
tively rose in double digits
amid the West Asia conflict
even as it sought to absorb
the impact of the elevated
pricing.

Net profit stood at
8,850 crore, increasing by
a marginal 0.7% YoY. Ex-
penses climbed 27% YoY to
33,260 crore.

The miner declared an
interim dividend of 35.50
per equity share.

CM
K

HDFC fines CEO and
CFO 1 lakh each for
‘business overreach’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

HDFC Bank imposed a fine
of 31 lakh each on MD-
CEO, CFO and group head,
retail assets for ‘business
overreach’ after an internal
review into deposit arran-
gements with MSRDC.
“The bank announces
the conclusion of an inter-
nal review process pertain-
ing to the arrangement
with Maharashtra State
Road Development Corpo-
ration (MSRDC) for garner-
ing deposits in 2017 and
2021. Based on the findings
and recommendation of
the Special Disciplinary
Committee of Independent
Directors, the board con-
cluded the conduct of the

employees involved consti-
tuted business overreach
rather than any mala fide
action, personal enrich-
ment, or improper motive.

Warning letters
“However, keeping in view
any potential divergence
with the applicable RBI di-
rections and based on the
recommendations of the
Special Disciplinary Com-
mittee of Independent Di-
rectors, the board decided
to issue warning letters
and monetary penalty of T1
lakh for three senior em-
ployees (MD and CEO,
chief financial officer and
group head - retail assets)
and warning letters for the
remaining employees,” the
bank said in a filing.

e-Tender Notice No.CMG/C/CON/268715
On behalf of President of India, Item Rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for the following works:

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA - DEPARTMENT OF SPACE

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP, SDSC - SHAR
SRIHARIKOTA — 524124

Brief E-TENDER NOTICE

Date: 24/07/2026

Brief Name of work

Est. Value (Rs)

Miscellaneous works around the facilities and providing MS gates at Tirchendur &
Sattankulam Taluk, Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu.

74 Lakhs

Last date for sale (Tender documents can be downloaded) up to 03/08/2026 14:30 hrs. For eligibility criteria and
other details, interested tenderers may please refer to the detailed bilingual (Hindi-English) Notice Inviting
Tenders (NIT) on the website https://www.isro.gov.in/Tenders.html and tender free view at
https:/lwww.tenderwizard.com/isro .

Sd/- GROUP HEAD, CMG/ SDSC SHAR

CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

NIT.No.16/SE(STSQM)/HQ/CMC/2026-27

Olo. The Superintending Engineer, STSQM (HQ), CMC, 2nd Floor,
Cyberabad Municipal Corporation, NAC Building, lzzath Nagar-500 084.

‘e’ Procurement Notice

Date: 27.06.2026.

S.No.

Name of the work

Corporation (CMC).

Expression of interest for Selection of agency for feasibility study for
1 mechanized sweeping of roads excluding CRMP roads and adoption of
mechanized road sweepers of suitable configuration for Cyberabad Municipal

Events For works
Bid Download Start Date 28.07.2026 @ 11.30 AM
Bid Download End Date 12.08.2026 @ 11.30 AM
Last Date & Time for uploading of Bids 12.08.2026 @ 11.30 AM
Price Bid Opening Date 12.08.2026 @ 12.00 PM

DU R TR TR P T g X I STSQM, HQ, CMC, (Ph.No.9121240341)

Sd/- Superintending Engineer

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&C) IDCO, IDCO TOWER,

idco @DisHA

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

1SO 9001 & 14001 Corporation

Name of the Work : Supp!

Period of completion: 5

Tender Call Notice No. File No.: IDCO/HO-P&C/A-100927/04/2026/V-1 21392,
NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT

providing power supply to Industries at Indranipatna Industrial Estate, Choudwar, Cuttack ..
Estimated Cost put to tender : Rs.2,20,28,726.00

BHUBANESWAR
Dated : 20/07/2026

ly, Installation, Testing & C ioning of 11kV dedicated feeder for

(Five) Calendar Months

Procurement Officer

Bid Identification No. Availability of Tender On-Line for Bidding

From To

1

2 3 4

Chief General Manager
(P&C), IDCO, IDCO
Tower, Bhubaneswar

Bid Identification No.:-
P&C/EST/E-14/2026-27

17:00 hours of 17:00 hours of
dt. 29.07.2026 dt. 13.08.2026

website.
4001/221/2627

Further details can be seen from the e- Procurement Portal www.Tendersodisha.gov.in and Corrigendum
if any will be published in newspapers and can only be seen in the e-procurement portal as well asin IDCO

Sd/- Chief General Manager (P&C), IDCO, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-4001/4075/1/26-27/0076

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)

WBSETCL

Registered Office: Vidyut Bhavan, Block-DJ, Sector-lI, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700091
CIN: U40101WB2007SGC113474 « web: www.wbsetcl.in

E-TENDER FOR THE FOLLOWING WORKS ARE INVITED:-

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/
315 MVATrf./26-27/15
Date: 28.07.2026

Procurement of 400/220/33 kV, 315 MVA Auto
Transformers. Bid documents can be downloaded from
28.07.2026, 03:00 P.M. Bid submission starting date
(online): 12.08.2026, 03:00 P.M. and bid submission
closing date (online): 27.08.2026, 03:00 P.M.

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/ |Procurement of 220/132/33 kV, 200 MVA, 3 Phase Auto

200 MVA Trf./26-27/16
Date: 28.07.2026

Transformer. Bid documents can be downloaded from
28.07.2026, 03:00 P.M. Bid submission starting date
(online): 12.08.2026, 03:00 P.M. and bid submission
closingdate (online): 27.08.2026, 03:00 P.M.

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/
80 MVA-132-33kV-Trf./
26-27117

Date: 30.07.2026

Procurement of 132/33 kV, 80 MVA Power Transformers.
Bid documents can be downloaded from 30.07.2026,
03:00 P.M. Bid submission starting date (online):
14.08.2026, 03:00 P.M. and bid submission closing date
(online):31.08.2026,03:00 P.M.

Visit the following websites - www.wbtenders.gov.in, www.wbsetcl.in for details.

ICA- T13474(3)/2026
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ON COURSE

Sachin, Ankush and Sakshi one

win away from clinching a medal

PTI

Indian boxers Sachin Siwach, Ankush, in pic., and Sakshi Chaudhary
advanced to the quarterfinals of the Commonwealth Games. Sachin
beat England’s William Hewitt 4-1 in men’s 60kg. Ankush outplayed
Jan Zalaan of Antigua and Barbuda 5-0 in men’s 80kg. Sakshi
blanked Lethabo Modukanele of Botswana 5-0 in women’s 51kg.

REWARD

Sports Minister Mandaviya fetes

HIGH PRAISE

Sooryavanshi has the attitude and

CAREER-BEST FIGURES
Greaves maiden five-wicket haul

CWG bronze medallist Jhandu

S ,
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Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday felicitated
para-powerlifter Jhandu Kumar with a cash prize of 310 lakh for his
bronze medal-winning performance that opened India’s account at
the Glasgow Commonwealth Games. The felicitation took place at
the Minister’s residence in New Delhi.
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PTI

mindset to improve, says Laxman

helps Windies gain slender lead

Very mature. And that’s what | really appreciate about Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. He was disappointed not to get a hundred, but we
told him it’s not going to be the first or the last opportunity he’ll get.
He’s got a long career ahead, and he has the attitude and mindset
to improve every day — Stand-in India coach VV.S. Laxman.

Justin Greaves claimed his maiden five-wicket haul as West Indies
gained a first-innings lead of 29 runs against Pakistan on the third
day of the first Test at Tarouba on Monday. The scores: West Indies
311 &30/3in 14 overs vs Pakistan 282 in 80.1 overs (Imam-ul-Haq
63, Shan Masood 109, Justin Greaves 5/27), at tea.

Gyaneshwari finishes with
silver after a gripping duel

The Indian comes second best to Nigerian Didih in 53kg event despite successfully completing all

her attempts; the latter secures the gold after setting both Commonwealth and Games records

CWEALTH GAMES

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

here hadn’t been a
T more gripping
weightlifting con-

test at the Glasgow Com-
monwealth Games here
than the women’s 53kg
event on Monday.

In a battle that went
right down to the final lift,
Nigeria’s Onome Omolola
Didih edged out India’s
Gyaneshwari Yadav to
claim the gold medal.

Gyaneshwari lifted a to-
tal of 199kg, while Didih
produced a total of 206kg
— both a Commonwealth
and Games record. The Ni-
gerian also rewrote the re-
cord books in the indivi-
dual lifts, establishing both

Commonwealth and
Games records in the
snatch (93kg) and clean
and jerk (113kg).

Gyaneshwari had pro-
duced a flawless perfor-
mance by successfully
completing all her at-
tempts with remarkable
composure and precision.

The duel reached its cli-
max in the clean and jerk.
Gyaneshwari opened with
a successful 103kg lift,
while Didih responded
with 105. In the second
round, the former confi-

JLASGOW 2026
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dently cleared 107, only for
the latter stay ahead with
110.

With  the pressure
mounting, Gyaneshwari
raised the bar to 111 for her
final attempt and nailed it,
drawing loud cheers from
the crowd.

Didih, however, replied
with an outstanding lift of
113 to seal the gold medal
in dramatic fashion.

The moment she com-
pleted the winning lift, the
22-year-old waved to the

Making a big impression: Gyaneshwari bagged a silver in her maiden Games. PTI

spectators before turning
towards the television
cameras and shaking her
head in celebration.

Didih established her as
one of Africa’s leading lif-
ters by winning the 55 kg
gold in the African cham-
pionships in Moka, Mauri-
tius, last year. Later in
2025, she also won the
Commonwealth  cham-
pionships in Ahmedabad
in 53kg. With the gold
here, Didih has firmly esta-
blished herself as the pre-

mier lifter in the
Commonwealth.
Earlier, Gyaneshwari

was on a roll in the snatch
series, comfortably clear-
ing 82, 85 and 88kg. Those
effortless lifts suggested
she was well poised for the
clean and jerk.

But Didih was a different
beast altogether. Every
challenge  Gyaneshwari
posed, Didih answered
with an even bigger lift,
staying one step ahead
throughout the contest.

Bindyarani’s
bronze
adds to
India’s haul

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

India’s Bindyarani Devi set-
tled for bronze in the wo-
men’s 58kg weightlifting
event with a total lift of
199kg. The 27-year-old,
who won silver in the 55kg
category at the previous
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, could not re-
produce that form here,
even as Nigeria’s Rafiatu
Folashade Lawal claimed
gold (229kg).

The Indian lifted 83kg,
85kg and 87kg in snatch,
followed by a best of 112kg

in clean & jerk.
Lawal, the reigning
Commonwealth  Games

champion (59kg), broke
three records on her way
to the title. She lifted 103kg
in snatch, a Common-
wealth and Games record,
before clearing 126kg in
clean & jerk, also a Games
record. Her total of 229kg
was a new Games record.

AL

Bindyarani. GETTY IMAGES

Wait ends: Raja, who returned to the Commonwealth stage after
an eight-year gap, earned his first medal at the Games. P

Bitter-sweet silver for
Raja; no stopping Aznil

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

Throughout his interaction
with the Indian media on
Sunday night after winning
silver medal in the men’s
65kg weightlifting event of
the Commonwealth Games
at the Scottish Event Cam-
pus, Raja Muthupandi re-
mained glum.

Rated by Indian head
coach Vijay Sharma as one
of the country’s bright me-
dal prospects, the Tamil
Nadu lifter finished with a
total of 286kg, 13kg behind
Malaysia’s Muhamad Aznil
Bin Bidin. Aznil clinched
his third successive gold at
the quadrennial event with
a Games record of 299kg.

The 26-year-old Raja,
son of a truck loader and
an employee of Southern
Railway, never looked at
his best. He successfully
completed only two of the
six attempts — 126kg in
snatch and 160 in clean
and jerk.

In the snatch series, Ra-
ja failed to clear 126 in his
first and 129 in the third

try. And in clean and jerk,
Raja couldn’t assert him-
self as he failed again in the
first (158kg) and third (170)
attempts.

In contrast, Aznil pro-
duced a flawless display,
setting Games records in
the snatch (133), clean and
jerk (166) and total.

Raja did not shy away
from admitting his disap-
pointment. “My (Indian
team) coach Vijay Sharma
believed I could give my
best for the gold. But I
couldn’t deliver,” he said.

Expectations were high
after his National record-
breaking performance at
the Nationals in Modinagar
in February, where he lift-
ed a total of 302kg (130 in
snatch and 172 in clean &
jerk).

He had finished sixth on
his Commonwealth Games
debut at Gold Coast in 2018
before an injury ruled him
out of the Birmingham
Games in 2022. Returning
to the Commonwealth
stage after an eight-year
gap, Raja finally earned his
first medal at the Games.

Sreeshankar,
Sathyanathan,
Shirse in final

Press Trust of India
GLASGOW
India’s M. Sreeshankar

qualified for the men’s long
jump final by breaching
the automatic qualifying
standard while Lokesh
Sathyanathan advanced on
the basis of his top-12 finish
at the Commonwealth
Games here on Monday.
Sreeshankar  jumped
8.01m to earn direct quali-
fication from Group A. The
qualification standard was
set at 8m or at least the 12
best performers.
Competing in Group B,
Sathyanathan managed a
jump of 7.77m in his first at-
tempt. He finished fourth.

Tejas Shirse became the
first Indian to qualify for
the men’s 110m hurdles fi-
nal at the Games, finishing
sixth overall in the heats
with a timing of 13.76 se-
conds. The 24-year-old fin-
ished third in Heat 1.

Other Indian results: Men:
Athletics: 100m: Gurindervir,
10.39s, second in Heat 4 and
overall 28th.

Swimming: 200m butterfly:
Sajan Prakash, 1:58.59s, second
in Heat 2, made it to the final
after finishing sixth overall.
4x200m freestyle relay (final):
Dhakshan Shashikumar, Aneesh
Sunil Kumar Gowda, Aryan Nehra
and Srihari Nataraj 7:29.84,
finished sixth.

Lawn bowls: Putul Sonowal lost
to Anwar Hamada (Ken) 0.5-1.5,
finished fifth in Section D.
Women: Artistic gymnastics
(final): Protistha Samanta,
12.883, ended up seventh.

Staying focused and strong
do the trick for Anahat

SQUASH

Anirudh Velamuri

For four years, the World
Juniors was Anahat Singh’s
ghost story — a quarterfinal
exit here, a semifinal col-
lapse there and an Egyp-
tian racquet always stand-
ing in her way. She even
called it a curse.

On Saturday, in her final
year as a junior, she buried
it. Anahat won in straight
games in the final against
Rugayya Salem, ended
Egypt’s run of 13 straight
titles, and secured a first
for Indian squash.

“The score says 3-0, but
it was definitely not com-
fortable. In a final, every
single point feels like it’s
the last,” she told The Hin-
du, in a virtual interaction
facilitated by JSW Sports,
on Monday.

Anahat felt she had a
real shot at the title after
the first two games — until
things got tight in the third
game.

She caught herself just
in time, before the ghosts
stirred again.

In the end, she lost just
two games in the entire
tournament and showed
why she was the top seed

CM
K

On a roll: Top seed Anahat lost just two games in the entire

tournament. WORLD SQUASH

and India’s No. 1 ranked
player.

“The mental strength
was always there, but I’ve
not used it well. So I told
myself to focus, get it done
and then enjoy it all. Fol-
lowing a set routine really
helped, and I think I have
to follow it going forward.”

That said, her nerves ac-
tually eased as the compe-
tition wore on.

“I was more stressed out
in my first few rounds be-
cause you really need to
get the momentum right. I

knew I was playing well
and I was quite confident
[going into the final]. I just
wanted to get it over with
because it was too stressful
in the build-up to the
tournament.”

Yet even history has its
blind spots. The 18-year-
old’s one regret? The win-
ning moment itself.

“My celebration was
really bad! Winning the tit-
le felt unreal, and so I
couldn’t think of anything
in the moment,” she added
with a laugh.

Camaraderie will
be an ally at the
Olympiad, says Pragg

CHESS

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

Camaraderie among the
members of the Indian
Open squad will help in the
Olympiad title defence,
Grandmaster R. Praggna-
nandhaa said while ex-
pressing confidence of a
strong show.

The 20-year-old felt the
team was strong and had
the experience to handle
the pressure of being the
defending champion. He
said the core of the team
from the winning cam-
paign in 2024 was same
time except for Nihal Sarin
replacing P. Harikrishna.

“I think we are all very
good friends. Being friends
helps a lot when you are
playing a team event like
the Olympiad,” he told The
Hindu on the sidelines of
an event at D.G. Vaishnav
College here.

Asked if there would be
huge pressure on India as
the title-holder, Praggna-
nandhaa said, “There will
always be pressure when
you are representing the
country. You want to do

Praggnanandhaa. FILE PHOTO

well. It’s not about pres-
sure from outside. It’s
more of an expectation
from yourself that you will
do well. We have expe-
rienced all this and are rea-
dy.” He expected the home
team Uzbekistan to be
among the teams to beat in
the Olympiad.

Backing Gukesh

About World champion D.
Gukesh’s below-par perfor-
mances since winning the
sport’s  biggest prize,
Praggnanandhaa said, “He
has won gold (board prize)
and been part of a victo-
rious Olympiad campaign.
I don’t know who else has
done these things.”

“He has shown that he
belongs at the top. Some-
times everyone has these
bad phases. This is just one
of those”.

Wong sizzles as Malaysia
shocks top seed India

TABLE TENNIS

Amol Karhadkar
NEW DELHI

Top seed India suffered a
shock defeat to underdog
Malaysia in the 22nd Com-
monwealth Table Tennis
Championships at the
Thyagraj Stadium on Mon-
day, serving an early re-
minder of the challenges
that lie ahead this week
and at the Asian Games in
Japan in September.

Earlier in the day, India
had thrashed Zimbabwe
3-0. On paper, the India-
Malaysia contest appeared
one-sided. Four Indian
paddlers are ranked inside
the world’s top 100, while
Malaysia’s highest-ranked
player, Wong Qi Shen, is
only placed 202. But rank-
ings counted for little as
Wong produced a captain’s
performance, defeating
both Harmeet Desai and
World no. 38 Manav Thak-
kar to script one of Malay-
sia’s memorable victories
over India.

Manav had given India
the ideal start with an easy
win over Choong Javen,
but Harmeet, returning to
action after skipping UTT,
was unable to match

Wong. AMOL KARHADKAR

Wong’s consistency. The
momentum swung Malay-
sia’s way when Tey Hong
Yu edged Manush Shah in a
gripping contest, less than
24 hours after the Indian
had guided U Mumba TT to
the UTT7 title in Goa.

With India trailing, Ma-
nav needed to overcome
Wong to send the tie into a
decider. The Indian fought
valiantly before going
down in five games.

The defeat is unlikely to
derail India’s campaign,
with the top two teams
from each group progress-

ing to the quarterfinals.

“Malaysia played out of
their skins and we were
slightly off the mark. Per-
haps you can call it a wake-
up call, but I don’t think we
have too much to worry
about. It was just an off-day
for all three of our players,”
India coach Sourav Chak-
raborty told The Hindu.

Important results: Men:
Malaysia bt India 3-1 (Choong
Javen lost to Manav Thakkar
3-11,3-11,4-11; Wong Qi Shen bt
Harmeet Desai 8-11, 11-9, 11-8,
11-7; Tey Hong Yu bt Manush
Shah 11-13, 5-11, 11-5, 12-10,
11-7; Wong bt Manav 9-11, 11-8,
11-7, 3-11, 11-9); India bt
Zimbabwe 3-0 (Manav bt Taenda
Mumvuma 11-3,11-2, 11-6;
Harmeet bt Tapiwa Musarurwa
11-5,11-4, 11-5; Payas Jain bt
Vikram Singh 11-3,11-3, 11-8),
Malaysia bt Wales 3-0, England bt
Cyprus 3-0, New Zealand bt
Falkland Islands 3-0, Canada bt
Scotland 3-0, Singapore bt
Northern Ireland 3-0.

Women: Singapore bt Sri Lanka
3-2, India bt Maldives 3-0
(Sutirtha Mukherjee bt Fathimath
Dheema Ali 11-4,11-2, 11-5;
Yashaswini Ghorpade bt Aishath
Rafa Nazim 11-2, 11-5, 11-7;
Swastika Ghosh bt Mishka
Mohamed Ibrahim 11-3, 11-5,
11-2), Northern Ireland bt South
Africa 3-2, Australia bt
Bangladesh 3-0, England bt
Cyprus 3-0, Malaysia bt Scotland
3-0.

A ND-NDE
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Koivun holds off Scheffler

for PGA 3M Open title

Jackson Koivun, playing only his third PGA Tour
event as a professional, held off top-ranked
Scottie Scheftler in Sunday’s final round to
capture the 3M Open in record fashion. The
2l-year-old American fired a five-under par 66 to
finish 72 holes in a tournament record 25-under
par 259 at Blaine in Minnesota (USA) and defeat

Scheffler by three strokes.

New Indian Football League

season to begin on Oct. 16

The next season of the Indian Football League
(IFL) will begin on October 16, the AIFF said on
Monday. Also among the key decisions made
during the Governing Council meet in New Delhi
was the move to allow a maximum of three
foreigners in a line-up. It is aimed at increasing
game time for Indian players. “We also discussed
the roadmap for the new season, including the
proposed budgets,” AIFF deputy secretary

general M. Satyanarayan said.

Soumya Sarkar returns to

Bangladesh’s Test squad

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) announced
a 15-member squad for the opening Test of the
two-match series against Australia. The squad
includes Soumya Sarkar, who returns to the Test
set-up after last featuring in the format in 2021.

The squad: Najmul Hossain Shanto (Capt.), Soumya Sarkar,
Shadman Islam, Tanzid Hasan, Mominul Haque, Mushfiqur
Rahim, Amite Hasan, Jaker Ali Anik, Mehidy Hasan Miraz
(vice-capt.), Taijul Islam, Taskin Ahmed, Hasan Mahmud, Syed
Khaled Ahmed, Ebadot Hossain Chowdhury and Musfik Hasan.

Pirlo bitter over debate that

cost him Italy coaching job

Former Italy playmaker Andrea Pirlo, who was
favoured for the national coaching post,
expressed his bitterness on Monday over the
debate which has led to him no longer being a
candidate. The 47-year-old had become the
favourite to be tasked with reviving the national
side’s fortunes after it failed to qualify for the
World Cup for the third successive time. Whilst
Pirlo had a stellar playing career, his coaching CV
is short on success. A contract with a Russian
betting firm had only added fuel to misgivings.

Esha guns down gold, Manu
wins bronze in 25m pistol

The 21-year-old registers 40 hits to seal the crown while the Paris 2024 double Olympic-medallist

fights through a tense shoot-off to finish with 28 hits as the two make it a double podium for India

SHOOTING

Press Trust of India
HANGZHOU

sha Singh grabbed
E the gold by upstag-

ing Olympic-medal-
list Manu Bhaker, who took
the bronze to complete a
double-podium finish for
India in the women’s 25m
pistol event of the ISSF
World Cup (Rifle/Pistol/
Shotgun) here on Monday.

The 2l-year-old Esha
produced a commanding
display in the final, regis-
tering 40 hits to seal the
gold medal.

On the other hand, Paris
2024 double Olympic-me-
dallist Manu  fought
through a highly competi-
tive field, winning a crucial
shoot-off before finishing
with 28 hits to secure
bronze.

China’s Yueyue Zhang
won silver with 37 hits. Ma-
nu topped the qualifying

On the podium: Yueyue, Esha, and Manu pose for a picture.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

standings with an out-
standing score of 586-20x,
closely followed by Esha in
second place with 585-18x
to comfortably advance to

the eight-shooter final. Ra-
hi Sarnobat posted 582-
16x, while Simranpreet
Kaur Brar (576-20x) and
Abhidnya Ashok Patil (573-

16x) delivered steady per-
formances competing un-
der Ranking Points Only
(RPO) status.

Reflecting on overcom-
ing the mental pressure fol-
lowing her record-setting
World Cup gold in Munich
earlier this season, Esha
said: “This match was very
pressure-riding for me be-
cause of the previous me-
dal I had.

“The better you get in
your event, the more you
feel that weight of prestige
you have to conquer. I'm
happy that I was able to get
past it today and grateful
that I had the ability to en-
dure it”

Another landmark

The gold medal adds
another landmark achieve-
ment for Esha, who hails
from Hyderabad.

Earlier this season at the
ISSF World Cup in Munich,
Esha set both the senior
and junior world records
with 43 hits in the final.

U Mumba revels in second title triumph

UTT

Amol Karhadkar
PANAJI

Winning an Ultimate Table
Tennis (UTT) title is spe-
cial. Defending it, Lilian
Bardet believes, is even
more satisfying.

The Frenchman, one of
only two surviving players
from U Mumba TT’s mai-
den triumph in 2025 along-
side reserve paddler Akash
Pal, felt Sunday’s victory
over Dempo Goa Challen-
gers, unbeaten in the se-
venth season until then,
was a testament to the
team’s resilience after a
shaky start.

“The first time is always
something new for the
team, for the players. But
to achieve it a second time
in a row is even bigger,”
Bardet said after lifting the
trophy at the Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Indoor

Stadium in Panaji on
Sunday.
“Teamwork from the

first day until today [Sun-
day]... we are really proud
of this victory.”

Coach John Murphy,
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Resilient bunch: U Mumba showed its strength after a

who continued alongside
Jay Modak after last year’s
title-winning  campaign,
believed this triumph was
markedly different from
the first.

“We lost the first two
matches. We didn’t panic.
We built our way back into
the league. We qualified
and then hit the ground
running in the playoffs,”
Murphy said.

“Last year, we ran on
adrenaline and had some
really big individual perfor-
mances.

“This year was more cal-
culated. I felt that the lon-
ger the tournament went

on, the better we became.”

That measured ap-
proach was exemplified by
Manush Shah. Returning to
UTT after missing the 2025
season due to international
commitments, the ace In-
dian paddler grew into the
tournament before pro-
ducing decisive perfor-
mances in the semifinal
and final.

“When we saw that Ma-
nush was available in the
auction, he was one of the
players we wanted,” Mur-
phy said. “We were lucky
enough to get him. Coming
back after missing last sea-
son, he had to adapt again

e S

shaky start. BUTTERFLY UTT

because UTT is a different
format. But good players
find their way.”

Murphy felt Manush’s
impact increased with ev-
ery passing tie. “He never
backed down. He was
probably the one player
who just got better and bet-
ter as the tournament went
on. In the end, he was
probably the key.”

Even so, Murphy insist-
ed the title was built on col-
lective consistency rather
than individual brilliance.
“But the team is a team.
We wouldn’t have got there
if we weren’t stable all the
way through the league”.
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Veteran sports scribe
Jaswinder Sidhu

passes away

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Veteran sports journalist
Jaswinder Sidhu passed
away in a road accident on
Sunday night. He was 54.

In a career spanning de-
cades, Sidhu, always Jassi
to his friends, worked pri-
marily with Amar Ujala be-
fore branching out as an in-
dependent analyst.

A regular presence in
most press boxes across In-
dia and overseas, Sidhu al-
ways kept the travelling
press corps in good hu-
mour. He cracked one-lin-
ers, was helpful and forged
a kinship with many sports
writers, including those
hailing from Pakistan’s
Punjab and Sindh.

The Sports Journalists’

7
A /

Jaswinder Sidhu.

Federation of India (SJFI)
expressed its profound
grief and sorrow over Sid-
hu’s demise. The Press
Club of India condoled Sid-
hu’s passing away through
a post on X. “His dedica-
tion to sports journalism,
unwavering professional-
ism and insightful report-
ing earned him immense
respect across the media
fraternity”.

Mohammedan
Sporting has it easy
against Baghpat

DURAND CUP

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

Mohammedan Sporting
began its 135th Durand
Cup campaign with a con-
vincing 4-0 victory over
Baghpat FC of Banaras at
the Salt Lake Stadium here
on Monday.

Fardin Ali Molla gave the
home side the lead in the
29th minute, helping Mo-
hammedan take a solitary-
goal advantage into half-
time even as Baghpat put
up a disciplined defence.

The Kolkata outfit
stepped up the pressure af-
ter the break as substitute
Lalremsanga Fanai dou-
bled the lead in the 73rd
minute following some at-
tacking changes made by
coach Mehrajuddin Wa-
doo. Israfil Dewan added a
third in the 80th minute,
before Fanai scored his se-
cond goal in the 84th, fin-
ishing off a long ball from
goalkeeper Subhadip Pan-
dit with an impressive solo
run.

The result: Mohammedan
Sporting 4 (Fardin Ali 29, Fanai 73
& 84, Israfil Dewan 80) bt Baghpat
FCO.

Brilliant Lad may score an

RACING

HYDERABAD: The four-year-old
gelding Brilliant Lad, who won in
his last start, may score an encore
in the Royston Rock Plate, the
main event of Tuesday’s (July 28)
races.

SHAMIRPET TROPHY (DIV. II)
(1,200m), Maiden, 4-y-o and
upward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III),
1.10 p.m.: 1. Analysis (2) G. Naresh
60, 2. Cypress (1) Kuldeep Sr. 59.5,
3. Daring Spirit (7) Suraj Narredu
58.5, 4. Mysore Pharoah (3) Ajay K
58.5, 5. Divine Faith (6) B.R. Ku-
mar 58, 6. Bold Indian (4) Md. Is-
mail 56, 7. Golden Aura (8) Abhay
Singh 56 and 8. Midnight Beauty
(5) Surya Prakash 54.
1. DARING SPIRIT,
2. DIVINE FAITH,
3. CYPRESS

SCARLET PRINCE PLATE

(1,200m), (Terms) Maiden, 3-
y-o only (Cat. II), 1.40: 1. Advait (8)
Trevor 56, 2. Master Class (11)
Gaurav 56, 3. Phoebus (12) Suraj
Narredu 56, 4. Smashing Grey (14)
P. Sai K 56, 5. Twilight King (7) P.
Ajeerh K 56, 6. Vidyutprabhava
(5) Md. Ismail 56, 7. Weseethes-
amesun (13) Ajay K 56, 8. Wind
Castle (9) Kuldeep Sr. 56, 9. Ane-
mara (10) B.R. Kumar 54.5, 10.
Kinship (6) B. Nikhil 54.5, 11. Love
All 2) R.S. Jodha 54.5, 12. NR I
Mega Power (4) Shivam 54.5, 13.
Northern Sky (1) Rafique Sk. 54.5
and 14. Velvera (3) Akshay K 54.5.
1. ADVAIT, 2. MASTER CLASS,
3. TWILIGHT KING

FIRECREST PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward
rated 40 to 65 (Cat. IT) (No Whips),
2.10: 1. Dubai Touch (5) Neeraj
61.5, 2. Kalki (9) Surya Prakash 60,
3. Greif (2) P. Sai K 57.5, 4. Arion
One (8) B.R. Kumar 57.5, 5.
Arthisha (4) B. Nikhil 55.5, 6. Tur-
iya (7) Trevor 55.5, 7. Dashing

CM
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Charm (6) Akshay K 54.5, 8. First
Lady (1) Shivam 52 and 9. Sweet
Dancer (3) P. Ajeeth K 51.5.

1. DASHING CHARM,

2. GRIEF,

3. DUBAI TOUCH

MALAKPET PLATE (1,600m),
3-y-o0 and upward, rated 20 to
45 (Cat. III), 2.45: 1. Pride Aside (3)
Kuldeep Jr. 61.5, 2. Orionvale (7)
A.A. Vikrant 61, 3. Mountain
Touch (5) Neeraj 60, 4. Divine Ti-
ger (6) Akshay K 59.5, 5. Only My
Way (2) Rafique Sk. 58, 6. Yuvraj
(4) Kuldeep Sr. 57.5 and 7. La
Fleuriere (1) Trevor 57.
1. DIVINE TIGER,
2. LA FLEURIERE,
3. MOUNTAIN TOUCH

5 SHAMIRPET TROPHY (DIV. I)
(1,200m) Maiden, 4-y-o and
upward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III),
3.20: 1. Dream To Fly (6) G.
Naresh 60, 2. La Quinta (4) Ajay K
59, 3. Ek (2) Akshay K 58.5, 4. My
Honey (5) Kuldeep Sr. 57, 5. Valle-
donna (1) Trevor 57, 6. Zindabad
(8) B.R. Kumar 56, 7. Honey Luna
(9) Abhay Singh 55, 8. Faizah (3)
Rafique Sk. 53.5 and 9. Rate Of In-
terest (7) Santosh Raj 53.

1. EK, 2. LA QUINTA,

3. DREAM TO FLY

ROYSTON ROCK  PLATE
(1,200m) (Terms), Horses
rated 50 and above (Cat. II), 3.55:
1. Born Brave (7) Shivam 60, 2.
Brilliant Lad (6) Neeraj 60, 3.
Walking Thunder (1) Trevor 60, 4.
Calista Girl (4) B. Nikhil 56.5, 5. D
Minchu (5) 6. N R I High Power (2)
Akshay K 56.5 and 7. Proud Mary
(3) Gaurav 56.5.
1. BRILLIANT LAD,
2. N R I HIGH POWER,
3. BORN BRAVE

COLONEL B. SANTOSH BABU

MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,400m),
5-y-0 and upward, rated 40 to 65
(Cat. II), 4.30: 1. Black Dust (7) P.
Sai K 60.5, 2. Glorious Power (5)
Neeraj 60.5, 3. Torchbearer (15) P.
Ajeeth K 59.5, 4. Golden Gazelle

encore

(2) Akshay K 59, 5. China Town
(13) Kuldeep Sr. 58.5, 6. Arm-
strong (1) A.A. Vikrant 57.5, 7.
Clara (9) Kuldeep Jr. 57.5, 8. Wolf
Creek (14) Ashad Asbar 56.5, 9.
Corinthian (12) Trevor 55.5, 10. N
R I Range (10) G. Naresh 55, 11.
Clefairy (4) B. Nikhil 54.5, 12. Per-
fect Light (16) Surya Prakash 54.5,
13. Blue Pantheress (8) Rafique Sk.
54, 14. Lifes Journey (3) Gaurav 53,
15. Torobravo (11) Abhay Singh 52
and 16. Emperors Charm (6) Md.
Ekram 50.
1. CORINTHIAN,
2. GLORIOUS POWER,
3. ARMSTRONG
FIRECREST PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,100m), 3-y-o and upward,
rated 40 to 65 (Cat. IT) (No Whips),
5.05: 1. Calistoga (9) Md. Ismail
62.5, 2. Best Buddy (1) Md. Ekram
60, 3. Rival (10) Ajay K 59.5, 4. Ay-
ushmaan (8) Kuldeep Sr. 57.5, 5.
Foxy Girl (3) Kuldeep Jr. 56, 6. Colt
Pistol (6) Rafique Sk. 55.5, 7. See
The Light (2) Akshay K 55, 8. Fly-
ing Fury (7) G. Naresh 52, 9. Jura-
mento (4) Surya Prakash 52 and
10. Feel The Magic (5) B. Nikhil 50.
1. SEE THE LIGHT,
2. AYUSHMAAN,
3. FOXY GIRL
Day’s Best: DIVINE TIGER
Jackpot: 4,5,6,7 &8
Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5, (ii) 5,
6,7&8
Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 3, 4 & 5, (iii)
6,7&8
Tanala: All races

LIVE TELECAST
v
CWG 2026: Day 5, Sony Sports
Ten2 & LIV, 1 p.m.
Durand Cup: Sony Sports Ten 5
&LIV,4.30 & 7.30 p.m.
West Indies vs Pakistan: First
Test, Day 4, FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

Diablo wins feature

HYDERABAD: Trainer K.S.V.
Prasad Raju’s ward Diablo, ridden
by P. Sai Kumar, won the Anab E
Shahi Plate, the main event of
Monday’s (July 27) races here.

The winner is owned by M/s.
Ashok Ranpise, Seshadri Reddy
Pochana, Teegala Sumant Reddy,
Teegala Vijender Reddy, Satish Ku-
mar Reddy Poondla, Giri Prath-
amesh Mahadev, Bollineni Krish-
naiah & Teja Gollapudi.

Trainer R.H. Sequeria and jockey
B.R. Kumar scored a treble each.

1. ADILABAD PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,100M): OJAS MAXIMUS (A.A.
Vikrant) 1, Yali (Trevor) 2, Love In
Paris (R.S. Jodha) 3 and Speedy
Queen (Akshay K) 4. 1, 3 and 2-1/4.
1m, 7.07s. 66 (W), 16, 11 and 22 (p).
SHP: 34, THP: 67, FP: 158, Q: 86,
Tanala: 3,583. Favourite: Yali.
Owners: M/s. N.V. Rohin Kumar &
Vijay Anand Jangiti. Trainer: S.
Sreekant.

2. CON AMORE PLATE (DIV. II)
(1,400M): PERCEPTION (G. Naresh)
1, Knight Crusader (B.R. Kumar) 2,
Arabeska (Akshay K) 3 and Silver
Act (P. Sai K) 4. 4-1/2, Neck and 1.
1m, 25.70s. 54 (w), 18, 18 and 15
(p). SHP: 34, THP: 62, FP: 232, Q:
82, Tanala: 451. Favourite: Ar-
abeska. Owner: Mr. Rakesh Reddy
Kondakalla. Trainer: Robin R.
Kondakalla.

3. ADILABAD PLATE (DIV. II)
(1,100M): MY WAY MY RULES (Ak-
shay Kumar) 1, Queen Eternal (B.R.
Kumar) 2, Trishka (Rafique Sk.) 3
and You Tuber (Md. Ekram) 4.
Neck, 2-1/4 and 2-3/4. 1m, 7.61s. 343
(w), 12,12 and 17 (p). SHP: 46, THP:
41, FP: 111, Q: 44, Tanala: 548. Fa-
vourite: Queen Eternal. Owner:
Mr. Syed Mohiuddin Mufeed.
Trainer: Magan Singh.

4. CON AMORE PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,400M): BHAIRAVA (P. Ajeeth Ku-
mar) 1, Certanity (Kuldeep. Sr) 2,
Secret Saint (Trevor) 2 and Knight
Regent (P. Sai Kumar) 4. 3/4, Dead
Heat and 2. 1m, 27. 34s. 41 (w), 15,
22 and 10 (p). SHP: 22 and 16 (p).

FP: 74 and 111, Q: 35 and 43.
Tanala: 185 and 196. Favourite:
Certanity. Owner: Mr. Saurabh
Sanjay Jambhulkar. Trainer: Anant
Vatsalya.

5. BASARA TROPHY (1,400M):
QUATTRO (B.R. Kumar) 1, Buddy
(Akshay K) 2, Garfunkle (Trevor) 3
and Gold Touch (Kuldeep Sr.) 4.
1/2, 1-1/4 and 3-1/2. 1m, 27.55s. I58
(W), 18, 12 and 11 (p). SHP: 31, THP:
46, FP: 267, Q: 154, Tanala: 674. Fa-
vourite: Garfunkle. Owner: Mr. S.
Pathy. Trainer: R.H. Sequeira.

6. SALAR JUNG TROPHY (1,200M):
CATCH THE WORM (B.R. Kumar) 1,
Emerald Touch (Ashad Asbar) 2,
Mystical Dawn (P. Ajeeth K) 3 and
Authoritarian (Gaurav) 4. Neck, 2
and 3/4. 1m, 14.23s. 332 (w), 15, 16
and 21 (p). SHP: 45, THP: 64, FP:
148, Q: 99, Tanala: 483. Favourite:
Sharanga. Owner: Mr. H.S. Srik-
anth. Trainer: R.H. Sequeira.

7. ANAB E SHAHI PLATE (1,200M):
DIABLO (P. Sai Kumar) 1, Ashoka
(Deepak) 2, Black Onyx (Mohit) 2
and Timeless Vision (Ajay K) 4. 1,
Dead Heat and Short Head. 1m, 12.
90s. 344 (w), 22, 60 and 70 (p).
SHP: 76 and 208, FP: 513 and 1,738,
Q: 239 and 1,170, Tanala: 7,970 and
10, 626. Favourite: Lashka. Own-
ers: M/s. Ashok Ranpise, Seshadri
Reddy Pochana, Teegala Sumant
Reddy, Teegala Vijender Reddy,
Satish Kumar Reddy Poondla, Giri
Prathamesh Mahadev, Bollineni
Krishnaiah & Teja Gollapudi.
Trainer: K.S.V. Prasad Raju.

8. TENACITY PLATE (1,200M):
ILENE (B.R. Kumar) 1, Always Spe-
cial (Arjun) 2, Fortune Art (Ashad
Asbar) 3 and Golden Unicorn (Ak-
shay K) 4. 3-1/4, 3/4 and 3/4. Im,
15.75s. ¥46 (w), 28, 151 and 21 (p).
SHP: 495, THP: 64, FP: 5,041, Q:
8,678, Tanala: c/f. Favourite: Rani
Ruckus. Owner: Mr. S. Pathy.
Trainer: R.H. Sequeira.

Jackpot: 70%: 91,296 (6 tkts.),
30%: 9, 390 (25 tkts.). Mini Jackpot:
7, 911 (6 tkts.). Treble: (i) 2,708, (ii)
4,244 (6 tkts.), (iii) 1,117 (57 tkts.).

McGrath backs Prasidh to play
a key role going forward

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

Australia fast-bowling great
Glenn McGrath felt that In-
dia’s white-ball pace attack
was in the midst of a natu-
ral transition, backing Pra-
sidh Krishna to emerge as a
key figure at a time when
Jasprit Bumrah is manag-
ing his workload and Mo-
hammed Shami and Mo-
hammed Siraj are absent.

“It’s always going to be
tough to just pick up from
where you left off. You’ve
got Bumrah, who’s a class
bowler. Shami is world
class as well.

“Siraj has been around
for a long time and is very
experienced. They bowl in-
credibly well, so you can’t
just expect to pick up
straight from where you
left off,” McGrath said at
MRF Pace Foundation on
Monday.

The 56-year-old, howev-
er, believed that India’s
next-gen pacers were mak-
ing encouraging progress.
“I think they’ve been doing
okay. I'm a big fan of Pra-

Masterclass: McGrath and Senthilnathan interact with MRF Pace
Foundation trainees. R. RAGU

sidh as well. It’s always a
big ask to fill the shoes of
Shami and Bumrah, so it’s
always going to be a transi-
tional period.”

McGrath reserved spe-
cial praise for Prasidh, say-
ing that the seamer had
matured a lot since he first
saw him. “From seeing
him when he was here
(MRF Pace Foundation) to
watching him play IPL
cricket, he just seemed to
mature — his pace and just
the way he was bowling,
the way he held himself.

“He’s tall, bowls good
areas, gets that bounce and
pace. It’s the whole pack-
age, really. He was very

much an enforcer when he
bowled — just the way he
went through the crease,
the pace he was bowling
at, the bounce, and the
areas. Occasionally, he was
a little bit short, but apart
from that, he impressed
me. He’s really developed
and put his potential into
action.”

Asked why Prasidh
tends to bowl too short at
times, McGrath said that it
could stem from his role as
an enforcer. “I think his job
is to be the enforcer and to
really unsettle batters. It
worked for him a bit in the
IPL. Maybe, he just went
with it”.
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India’s youngest

R. Kaushik

wo series, six matches. Two

half-centuries, one Player of the Match

award, one Player of the Series

honour. That’s Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s
international CV thus far after an exhilarating,
whirlwind July when he took his first, firm steps
towards moving from boy wonder to a man for
all seasons.

The 15-year-old’s inclusion in the Indian T20I
squads for the twin tours of Ireland and England
was welcomed with more than a frisson of
excitement and expectation. There ought to have
been not a semblance of discussion on whether
he should feature in the squad if not for his tender
age, because especially in IPL 2026, he had
showcased his exceptional talent with one
bruising masterpiece after another. A season-high
tally of 776 runs and the Orange Cap in his first
full season should have, as it thankfully eventually
did, been an automatic rite of passage to the
national side. If there were any misgivings at all, it
was because he was 15, not 18 or 19.

Sooryavanshi had battered the best bowlers in
the world in the IPL, smashing them to
smithereens and often instilling dread and fear as
they ran in to deliver the little white orb because
even the Cummins’ and the Hazlewoods, the
Bumrahs and the Rabadas, knew that the margin
for error was miniscule. His consistency reiterated
that he was more than just a one-trick pony. He
blazed to 15-ball half-centuries for fun, the sixes
flowed as if there was an invisible, illegal spring in
his bat (something Sanath Jayasuriya was
hilariously accused of after his pyrotechnics in the
1996 World Cup) and for the first time in many
years (since maybe 1988?), India was transfixed by
the breathtaking audacity of a teen phenom.

Not just India, of course. Such is the reach,
magnetic pull and popularity of the world’s most
celebrated 20-over league that global audiences
were treated to the Sooryavanshi magic. To see
David take down Goliath is one of the time-tested
endearing subtexts to any sporting contest. Tens
of thousands willed the young lad to succeed not
just for the novelty value but the sheer
entertainment he provided, the joy he brought
with uninhibited freedom which is often
professed in the dressing room but hard to put
into practice ball after ball, innings after innings.

Shreyas Iyer and Gautam Gambhir, the new
leadership group of the T20I setup, chose to make
the restless teenager wait for his baptism.
Contrary to expectations that he would be
blooded against the Irish in a series India were
expected to dominate, Sooryavanshi watched
from the sidelines as his colleagues crashed and
burned to an unprecedented,
seismic 0-2 defeat, their first losses

international

to the Irish in international cricket.
He was eventually handed his India

cricketer, male or cap for the second of five T20Is

female, became the against Harry Brook’s England, in

youngest

Manchester on July 4. His maiden

half-centurion in all Outing fetched Only 14 runs (Oﬁ: 10

he balls), but there were two sixes

T20Is when

lashed an even 50 in

thrown in, including one off

the first encounter

Rajasthan Royals teammate Jofra
Archer, a brief first appearance that

against Zimbabwe suggested that he wasn’t out of

place in the bustling cauldron of
country vs country battle.

Sooryavanshi’s next two outings in England
weren’t productive either - 13 off 5 balls in
Nottingham, and 15 off 10 in Bristol — after which
he was benched for the final game at Rose Bowl
in Southampton. He must have watched with
mounting frustration as, on an absolute belter,
the hosts racked up 257 for three and India
replied with a competitive but eventually
woefully inadequate 201 for eight. There is no
gainsaying how Sooryavanshi would have
acquitted himself; whispers were starting to
surface that the short ball into the body was a
kryptonite of sorts, but there is little sustained
evidence to support that theory. England
brought the young lad 42 runs off 25 deliveries
with one four and five sixes, hardly sensational
but definitely not enough to write him off.

In Zimbabwe in the week gone by, however,
the international game was privileged to witness
the phenomenon reprise his IPL magic.
Sooryavanshi has quite a tryst with the Harare
Sports Club, where Shreyas’ bunch locked horns
with the host nation in a three-match showdown.
India had gone through seven winless games in
Ireland and England, losing six with one game
(the opening fixture against England) abandoned
halfway through, and Shreyas desperately needed
a victory against his name after a horror start to
his T20I captaincy stint.

Happy hunting ground

He needn’t have worried too much, as it turned
out. After all, he had the ace in his pack, a young
man who dug into his memory bank, dredged up
happy thoughts of his time at the Harare Sports
Club, and brutalised a solid Zimbabwe pace attack
spearheaded by the towering Blessing Muzarabani
and the left-armer, Richard Ngarava.

Muzarabani, more than his left-handed
counterpart, had played a big part in Zimbabwe
making it to the Super 8 of the T20 World Cup
earlier this year at the expense of fancied former
champions Australia. Standing six feet eight
inches (203 cms) in his socks, he used his height
to great advantage, fusing bounce with movement
to resemble a one-man wrecking ball. Muzarabani
finished as the joint second-highest wicket-taker
of the tournament; his 13 scalps (only one behind
Jasprit Bumrah and Varun Chakaravarthy) came
in only six bowls, his strike rate of 11 balls per
wicket bettered among the top-five wicket-takers
only by Shadley van Schalkwyk (6.84) of the
United States, who also ended up with 13 wickets.
He was expected to give India’s batters, who had a
miserable run in England, a torrid time, but
Sooryavanshi had other plans.

In February, at the same venue, Sooryavanshi
had made the Under-19 World Cup final against
England a ridiculously one-sided affair well before
the halfway stage of the contest. After Ayush
Mhatre chose to bat, the left-handed opener went
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Sooryavanshr’s

ryst

with Harare

In Zimbabwe, in the week gone by, the international game
was privileged to witness the phenomenon reprise his IPL magic

on the rampage, tearing into the shell-shocked
English boys with utter disdain.

Boundaries cascaded off his bat with
remarkable regularity; he reached his 50 off 32
deliveries, took only 23 more to bring up his
century, and went from 100 to 150 in a mere 16
balls. By the time he was dismissed, gloving a
slog-sweep to the wicketkeeper, he had hurtled to
175, from just 80 deliveries, with 15 power-packed
fours and an equal number of towering sixes. He
had accounted for 69.72% of the runs India had
scored (251) till he was at the crease.
Sooryavanshi’s blitzkrieg ended off the third
delivery of the 26th over, just past the halfway
stage of the Indian innings. Who knows what he
would have finished with had he batted for even a
half-hour more.

In Sooryavanshi’s corner on that occasion was
Hrishikesh Kanitkar as the head coach, with
former India left-arm spinner Sunil Joshi too
travelling as the bowling/spin coach. And, of
course, there was V.V.S. Laxman , the
wonderfully affable and positive-talking
Hyderabadi who has quietly elevated the profile
of the Centre of Excellence (previously the
National Cricket Academy) without getting either
his due or craving for approbation and plaudits,
who travelled for the second half of the Under-19
World Cup as the team’s mentor, among other
things.

While Kanitkar wasn’t in Harare this last
week, both Laxman and Joshi were. With
Gambhir and his support staff taking a break
ahead of the Test tour of Sri Lanka beginning in a
little over a week’s time, Laxman stepped in as
the interim head coach, like he has done quite a
few times in the past, with Joshi for support.
Perhaps, the familiarity with the ground,
previous dizzying success at the venue and a
sense of ease around the coaching staff that has
overseen his progress over the last year and a bit
helped calm Sooryavanshi down. He was clearly
in his elements, reprising the destructive avatar
that made him such a compelling attraction
during the IPL.

India’s youngest international cricketer, male
or female, became the youngest half-centurion in
all T20Is when he lashed an even 50 in the first
encounter on Thursday, July 23. The half-century
came off only 18 deliveries, though he saw off the
Muzarabani threat with commonsense rather
than bravado. India were chasing a modest target
of 126 and Sooryavanshi’s early blitz powered
them to a commanding victory with 40 deliveries
to spare, though the Player-of-the-Match award
went to pacer Mayank Yadav for his spell of two
for 18. After a whirlwind nine-ball 20 in Saturday’s
game two, Sooryavanshi went into overdrive in
the final, dead rubber on Sunday. In the clearest
indication yet that he has a

terrific cricket brain nestled in Laxman believes that
that young, still developing head, Sooryavanshi will
Sooryavanshi batted with progress and break

tremendous maturity and M ds at th
intelligence on a worn surface all records at the

where the bounce was uneven international level as
and where the ball didn’t exactly  he has the potential
gush on to the bat. and ability to do that
No half-measures

Sooryavanshi picked the balls to attack with care
and diligence, but when he went on the offensive,
he didn’t hold back. There were no half-measures,
his commitment to the stroke indisputably
maximal. Abhishek Sharma fell cheaply again and
the normally fluent Ishan Kishan struggled for
timing, but Sooryavanshi seemed immune to the
vagaries of the pitch.

His fifty appeared measured, yet it came off
just 31 deliveries; as he raced into the 80s, visions
of a maiden century loomed until he fell to a
wonderful catch in the deep by Brad Evans. His
final returns - 81 off 49, eight fours, four sixes. As
India completed a comfortable 35-run victory to
seal a 3-0 series sweep, there was only one
candidate for both the match and the series
honours. Welcome to the world of international
cricket, Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. And what’s the
fuss all about, right? Laxman’s personality doesn’t
lend itself to hyperbole, so when he says
something, you know that that’s precisely what he
means. He was glowing in his praise of the young
lad, extolling his maturity and cricket smarts not
just during the last week but over the last six
months, from the Under-19 World Cup onwards.

“He’s got a long career ahead, and he has the
attitude and mindset to improve every day,” the
magician with wrists of steel proclaimed. “I'm
sure he will progress and break all the records at
the international level. He’s got all the potential
and ability to do that.”

Over to you now, young man, to prove the
great man right.

THE GIST
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Sooryavanshi needn’t have
worried too much, as it turned
out. After all, he had the ace in
his pack, a young man who dug
into his memory bank, dredged
up happy thoughts of his time
at the Harare Sports Club
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Sooryavanshi picked the balls
to attack with care and
diligence, but when he went on
the offensive, he didn’t hold
back. There were no
half-measures, his commitment
to the stroke indisputably
maximal
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Laxman was glowing in his
praise of the young lad,
extolling his maturity and
cricket smarts not just during
the last week but over the last
six months, from the Under-19

World Cup onwards
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How a political term can majorly
fix urban India’s water woes

Over the past few decades, Indian cities have depended more and more on distant rivers and groundwater; this has rendered higher energy bills,

political disputes, greater vulnerability to drought and contamination; a focused agenda for one political cycle can stabilise urban water services

Manish Dubey
K.V. Santhosh Ragavan

ow much can realistically

change within the span of a

single political term? The

answer matters because
India’s wider growth and development
ambitions now hinge on how its cities
handle water.

Urban India is expected to drive the
bulk of GDP growth this decade — yet
many city water systems remain fragile.
Utilities lose more than 30% of the water
they produce before it reaches consumers
or is billed, a measure known as
non-revenue water.

Only around 27% of sewage is treated,
leaving significant potential for reuse
untapped.

Many utilities also recover less than
55% of their operation and maintenance
costs through user charges, limiting their
ability to maintain networks and improve
services.

In effect, India is trying to build a
Viksit Bharat’ on top of a leaky and
crumbling urban water system.

Fortunately, a focused agenda for one
political cycle can stabilise urban water
services, especially for those who are
currently worst-served. Such an agenda
comes to light by answering four
questions: Where does the water come
from? How efficiently is it moved and
used? Who receives what? And how is it
paid for?

Where does the water come from?
Over the last few decades, Indian cities
have steadily depended more and more
on distant rivers and groundwater. This
has rendered higher energy bills, political
disputes over allocations, and greater
vulnerability to drought and
contamination. Within one political term,
cities are unlikely to abandon these
sources altogether but they can reduce
their dependence.

This starts with a simple change in
mindset: treating rainwater and treated
wastewater as mainstream sources rather
than as fringe add-ons. Most large cities
receive enough rain on their roofs, roads,
and open spaces to make a meaningful
contribution to local demand if it is
captured.

Similarly, a significant volume of
wastewater can be treated to a standard
suitable for non-drinking uses, such as
industrial cooling, construction,
landscaping, and flushing.

Practically, this means three kinds of
policies over the next few years: stricter
enforcement and incentivising of
rainwater harvesting in large buildings
and layouts; a clear plan to route treated
wastewater to high-demand users who do
not need drinking-quality water; and
realistic targets to meet part of the city’s
non-potable demand from these sources.

A city that meets even a quarter of
these needs through rain and reuse will
be less at the mercy of reservoirs and
over-stressed aquifers.

How efficiently is water moved?
Many urban water providers are public
utilities or departments that face familiar
political, regulatory, and capacity
constraints. They often operate with high
non-revenue water, limited wastewater
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Utilities lose more than 30% of the water they produce before it reaches consumers or is billed, a meas

treatment and reuse, and weak revenue
collection. These are important reasons
why supply is intermittent, pressure is low,
and expansion into poorer
neighbourhoods is delayed so often.

Over a single term, then, three steps are
achievable to good effect. First, clarify
responsibility. A clear mandate and
support from the State government and
formal coordination mechanisms with
shared standards and joint planning can
significantly improve service delivery.

Second, get serious about measuring
and managing losses. In most Indian cities,
a large share of water is lost before it ever
reaches a tap, due to leaks or unbilled
consumption. Over a four- or five-year
horizon, utilities can map their networks
into district metered areas, install bulk
meters at key points, and run sustained
leak reduction programmes in the
worst-performing districts.

Third, modernise basic customer-facing
services. This includes universal metering
for larger consumers, better billing and
collection systems, and accessible
grievance redress mechanisms.

When people know how much they use,
what they pay for, and where they can
raise complaints, honest conversations
about tariffs, service levels, and equity are
easier to have. Better information also
helps utilities manage operations and plan
investments.

Who receives what?
Current approaches for coverage, delivery

and affordability have not closed the equity

gap. Free standposts and ad-hoc tankers
are important safety nets but they often
coexist with tariffs and subsidies that
benefit those already connected to the
network. The result is a pattern where
poorer households may pay more per litre
— through time, health and informal
payments — than those receiving piped
water at low, flat rates.

Most water providers operate
with high non-revenue water,
limited wastewater treatment
and reuse, and weak revenue
collection; these are important
reasons why supply is
intermittent, pressure is low,
and expansion into poorer
neighbourhoods is delayed

A one-term reform agenda can start to
change this by making it smarter.

One strand is to rethink service
benchmarks. National per-capita norms
have their place but cities can use local
data to prioritise a guaranteed minimum
amount of safe water for every resident —
regardless of neighbourhood or tenure.
This may mean investing in last-mile
connections, shared infrastructure, and
better pressure management in
low-income and informal areas, rather
than only in network extensions to new
real estate.

Another strand is to redesign tariffs
and subsidies so that they protect basic
needs while discouraging waste. This is
often framed as a technical exercise but at
heart it is a political choice: should scarce
public support be spread thinly across all
users or focused more on those who need
it most?

Over a term, cities can pilot and refine
tariff structures that combine lifeline
blocks, cross-subsidies from higher
consumption, and targeted support for
the poor, backed by transparent
communication about why these changes
are being made.

Who pays for it?

A one-term agenda can also change how
water investments are chosen and
evaluated. Too often, decisions focus on
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construction costs while neglecting
long-term operation, maintenance, and
the broader benefits of good water
management, including lower health
costs and less flood damage.

Before approving major projects, cities
should ask three questions. (i) Have all
reasonable options for reducing demand
or losses before adding new supply? (ii)
Have the full lifetime costs, including
energy, maintenance, and adaptation to
climate risks been considered? (iii) Have
environmental and social impacts of
choices such as protecting wetlands
versus piping water from afar valued?

Answering these questions does not
require new laws. It requires better
guidance, capacity-building, and a
willingness to learn from successful
examples. Over a term, States and cities
can build these habits into appraisal
processes, perhaps starting with a few
‘lighthouse’ projects that explicitly test
and demonstrate better ways of planning
and financing.

Towards a single system

None of these changes will be simple.
There will be entrenched interests,
capacity gaps, and the ever-present
temptation to announce something big
and visible rather than fix what already
exists. Yet these reforms are not utopian.
They fall squarely within what an aligned
city-State combination can start and
significantly advance within a single
political cycle.

Overall, India must shift from counting
connections to managing performance
and resilience, treating water, energy,
finance and institutions as a single
system, and investing equally in
operations and local capacity.

Manish Dubey is Dean & Rahul Bajaj
Chair, School of Governance, Indian
Institute for Human Settlements (ITHS). K.V.
Santhosh Ragavan is Adjunct Faculty, IIHS.
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Work that won the Fields Medal
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Vasudevan Mukunth A A
QUESTION 3 QUESTION 5
Klaus Roth won the Medal in 1958 for his work
A Name another 2006 laureate who won onthe approximation. Fill in the
QUESTION 1 for proving the Poincaré conjecture: blanks with a term named for the ancient Greek

Name the 2006 laureate who won for
the theorem named for him and Ben
Green. The theorem says that prime
numbers can contain arithmetic
progressions of any length one likes —
i.e. equally spaced sequences like 5,
11, 17, 23 — even though the numbers
get more sparse further down the
number line.

A
QUESTION 2

In2022, won the Medal
for showing that there are infinitely
many pairs of primes that stay within
some fixed, bounded distance of each
other forever, no matter how far out
you went on the number line. Fill in
the blanks.

CM
K

that any shape without holes that is
also closed and three-dimensional is
secretly a sphere, just possibly
stretched or dented. The laureate
proved this using Ricci flow, a process
that smooths out a shape's geometry
the way heat diffusion smooths out
temperature differences.

A
QUESTION 4

In 2018, Alessio Figalli won a Medal for
atheoryof __ .
Specifically, Figalli showed that given
a pile of dirt and a hole to fill with it,
there is a mathematically ‘best way’ to
move the dirt while minimising the

total effort required. Fill in the blank.

mathematician considered by many to be the
inventor of algebra. Fill in the blank.
Answers to July 21 quiz:

1. Element whose gas form with trifluoride is
highly reactive - Ans: Chlorine

2. Gaseous uranium compound used during
centrifuge enrichment - Ans: Uranium
hexafluoride

3. Free-radical gas whose formula spells an
English word - Ans: NO (nitric oxide)

4. First that the helium hydride ion marked -
Ans: Universe’s first molecule

5. Noble element whose difluoride form is
highly radioactive - Ans: Radon

Visual: Osmium

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Prem Nath
Tiwari | Anmol Agrawal | Pankaj Gharde | Tamal
Biswas
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A
VISUAL: Name her. She became the second woman to win the
Fields Medal, for finding the densest possible way to pack
identical spheres in 8-dimensional space and proving no
arrangement can do better. EPFL SWITZERLAND

(Clockwise from top-left) Yu Deng, John Pardon,
Hong Wang, Jacob Tsimerman, winners of 2026
Fields Medals. INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICAL UNION

Hong Wang
malkes history
by winning
Fields Medal

Vasudevan Mukunth

he Fields Medal — one of the top
I honours in mathematics — for

2026 was awarded to Yu Deng,
John Pardon, Jacob Tsimerman, and Hong
Wang. The Medal is awarded every four
years and recognises important
contributions to mathematics research by
people who are younger than 40 at the
time they receive it.

Of this year’s laureates, Wang has
become the third woman to win the
Medal in its 90-year history, after Maryam
Mirzakhani (2014) and Maryna Viazovska
(2022). Wang and Deng are also the first
Chinese nationals to win since Shing-Tung
Yau in 1982.

Deng, currently a professor of
mathematics at the University of Chicago,
solved one part of a problem that the
German mathematician David Hilbert had
in a list of problems that will define the
20th century. In the course of this work,
together with Zaher Hani and Xiao Ma,
Deng also built some of the strongest

Wang is the third woman to win
the Medal in its 90-year history;
the first was won by Maryam
Mirzakhani in 2014; Wang and
Deng are also the first Chinese
nationals to win since 1982

bridges to date between the physics we
can observe — like water flowing down a
stream — and the mathematics that is
supposed to explain it, like the rules
governing how individuals particles
bounce off each other.

Pardon solved a 30-year-old problem —
on the distortion of knots— while still an
undergraduate student at Princeton,
winning the Morgan Prize for it in 2012,
and got his Ph.D. from Stanford in 2015
under Yakov Eliashberg. Like Eliashberg,
Pardon works in symplectic geometry:
mathematics used to describe how
physical systems move, e.g. how a rock
rolls down a hill or how planets orbit
stars. He won the Fields Medal for solving
the 20-year-old MNOP conjecture, about
counting the number of curves on
complicated geometric shapes called
Calabi-Yau 3-folds.

Born in 1991 in Guangxi, Wang entered
Peking University to study earth and
space sciences at 16 years and switched to
mathematics a year later. Currently a
professor at the Courant Institute, Wang
has been feted for solving the
three-dimensional Kakeya conjecture
with Joshua Zahl. Say a needle is lying on
a flat surface. What’s the least amount of
area youw’d need to be able to rotate it so
that, at some point, it points in every
possible direction? Mathematicians
figured out the answer on a flat surface
but the 3D problem was so hard that it
lacked a full solution for half a century.
Wang and Zahl published their 127-page
solution in 2025.

Born in 1988 in Russia, Tsimerman
moved along with his family to Israel in
1990 and to Toronto in 1996. Tsimerman’s
work lies at the intersection of number
theory (the study of whole numbers and
their properties) and algebraic geometry
(using geometric shapes to understand
equations). Early in his career, he helped
prove the André-Oort conjecture with
Jonathan Pila and Ananth Shankar,
winning the SASTRA Ramanujan Prize in
2015.

In his Fields Medal-winning work,
Tsimerman found ways to apply a tool
called o-minimality from the field of
mathematical logic in algebraic geometry
and number theory, and proved Griffith’s
conjecture.

On the day his Fields Medal was
announced, Tsimerman announced he
would be joining the Safety Research
group at OpenAl.
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