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T
he Delhi High
Court on Wednes-
day asked the

Centre and the Delhi Police
to respond to a batch of pu-
blic interest litigation (PIL)
petitions alleging that the
police used excessive force
against students and other
protesters during the Par-
liament march called by
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) on July 20. 

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.K. Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tejas Karia observed
that the allegations could
not be brushed aside as
“isolated incidents”, and
ordered that all relevant
material, including CCTV
footage and videography,
related to the march be
preserved in accordance
with the standard operat-
ing procedures of the Delhi
Police. 

Appearing for one of the
petitioners, senior advo-
cate N. Hariharan alleged
that the protesters were
subjected to “brutality to
the largest extent” by the
state machinery. “There
are videos of several peo-
ple in civil clothes carrying
lathis, lathis with nails,
electric batons, and pellet
guns. There is not a whisp-

er that anybody in the
march was violent,” he
submitted.

Mr. Hariharan further
alleged that some police-
men could be seen molest-
ing women. “There are
policemen molesting wo-
men, using baton... It is so
ghastly,” he said, seeking
the registration of FIRs
against identi�able o�c-
ers, and a high-level inqui-
ry into the incident. Ac-
cording to him, more than
90 people had su�ered in-
juries, with the number
continuing to rise.

Senior advocate Gopal

Sankaranarayanan, ap-
pearing in one of the peti-
tions, alleged that a large
number of police person-
nel were deployed without
nameplates and they used
batons not authorised by
the Delhi Police. Warning
against unchecked police
action, Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan submitted, “If consti-
tutional courts do not in-
tervene, it would amount
to giving the police a li-
cence to get away with
anything because they
have the sanction of their
political masters.”

Additional Solicitor-

General S.V. Raju alleged
that the agitation had
turned violent, with the
protesters throwing stones
and injuring police person-
nel. Lawyers representing
the petitioners, however,
said the police action was
unwarranted and brutal,
warning that the courts
must step in to hold the
police accountable.

Delhi HC seeks govt. response on
police actions during CJP march

Staying put: CJP protesters at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Petitioners warn against unchecked police action, �ag use of lathis with nails, electric batons, pellet guns during the July 20

protest march; allegations can’t be dismissed as ‘isolated incidents’, says court; it orders preservation of CCTV, video footage 

Soibam Rocky Singh
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Ministers meet
Wangchuk as govt.
steps up outreach

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday

moved up a notch its

engagement with protesters

against the NEET paper leak,

with Union Ministers J.P.

Nadda and Jitendra Singh

meeting activist Sonam

Wangchuk, who responded

from hospital with a statement

that he was willing to call o�

the hunger strike if the

government gave an assurance

that no punitive action would

be taken against the protesting

students. » PAGE 12

Rahul seeks to
mollify allies, put
pressure on govt.

NEW DELHI 

Opposition needs to step up

pressure on the government,

Leader of Opposition Rahul

Gandhi said on Wednesday as

he reassured INDIA bloc allies

that the Congress believes in

better coordination between

them. His remarks came as

several allies were reportedly

upset over not being kept in

the loop about the Congress’s

dharna at the Prime Minister’s

residence. » PAGE 13
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The Assam government on
Wednesday said the ongo-
ing wave of �oods in some
eastern districts of the
State has been the worst in
60 years, a�ecting more
than 6.5 lakh people and
claiming 41 lives in less
than a month.

According to a late-night
bulletin by the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), �ood-
waters claimed the lives of
10 people across �ve dis-
tricts during the last 24
hours. 

Meanwhile, the number
of �ood-a�ected districts
reduced from 16 to 11 dur-
ing this period. 

“The �oods have a�ect-

ed 6,53,164 people across
939 villages and crops on
24,897.27 hectares of land.
The district authorities
have set up 106 relief
camps, where 24,418 peo-
ple have taken shelter,” an
ASDMA spokesperson
said.

10 more deaths raise
Assam �ood toll to 41

People wading through a

waterlogged road in Golaghat,

Assam, on Wednesday. PTI

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 12

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to
grant interim stay on Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s
decision to recognise the
“merger” of six Shiv Sena
(UBT) MPs with the rival
Shiv Sena faction led by
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde. 

However, the apex court
agreed to hear the chal-

lenge to the Speaker’s deci-
sion after two weeks.

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe sought Mr. Birla’s
response on a petition �led
by Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Arvind Sawant, who chal-
lenged as “ex facie uncon-
stitutional, illegal and per-
verse” the July 18 circular
issued by the Joint Secre-
tary of the Lok Sabha Se-
cretariat recognising the
purported merger.

SC declines stay on 6 MPs’
‘merger’ with Shinde camp
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Govt. ready for
discussion on
paper leak: Rijiju

NEW DELHI

Amid repeated disruptions,

Parliamentary A�airs Minister

Kiren Rijiju on Wednesday 

told the Lok Sabha that 

the government was ready 

for a discussion on the 

NEET paper leak. » Page 13

Ram Temple
trust defers 
CEO selection

LUCKNOW

The Ram Temple trust on

Wednesday deferred the

appointment of its first CEO 

by a month following the

overwhelming number of

applications for the post. It has

received 5,200 applications,

o�icials said. » Page 4

Police summon
Pandian over
missing CMO �les

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Police on Wednesday

summoned V. Karthikeya

Pandian, a close aide of former

CM Naveen Patnaik, to appear

before a team investigating 

the disappearance of two files

from the CM’s O�ice during the

previous BJD regime. » Page 4
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Delhi Police has registered
10 FIRs against unidenti-
�ed persons in connection
with the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) protest at Jantar
Mantar, an o�cer said on
Wednesday. The FIRs were
registered under various
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
sections, including assault-
ing public servant, rioting
and unlawful assembly.

The police issued a re-
lease stating that an Assis-
tant Commissioner of Pol-
ice, Jai Prakash, sustained
an injury to his forehead
during stone pelting at Jan-
tar Mantar around 4.30
p.m. “When protesters re-
sorted to stone pelting,
one of the stones hit the
ACP on the forehead. He
has been shifted to the hos-

pital for treatment,” the
statement read. 

Meanwhile, some la-
wyers alleged that 22 indi-
viduals, including �ve mi-
nors, were picked up from
Nizamuddin on Wednes-
day evening for violating
Section 163 of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Suraksha Sanhi-
ta, which prohibits the as-
sembly of �ve or more
persons, and released later
at night.

When reached for res-
ponse, DCP (South East)
Hemant Tiwari said the or-
der had been put up inside
the Hazrat Nizamuddin
police station and that resi-
dents had been informed
through meetings held
with community represen-
tatives. “I agree that it
should have been put up
on social media as well,”
said the DCP.

Voicing dissent: A protester holding up a placard at Jantar Mantar

in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

FIR count in CJP
protest rises to 10

B
haratiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) leaders on
Wednesday defend-

ed the Centre’s handling of
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) protest, with MP Ban-
suri Swaraj saying the go-
vernment had acted with
“sensitivity” and remained
open to dialogue. Her party
colleague and Delhi Minis-
ter Parvesh Sahib Singh
said Monday’s march to
Parliament was “not peace-
ful” and its organisers must
be held accountable for
“outright lawlessness”.

‘Students are a priority’
Addressing a press confe-
rence, Ms. Swaraj said the
government’s priority is to
protect the students and
ensure that their future re-
mains uncompromised. “A
safe future for children is
the top priority of the [Na-
rendra] Modi government,”
she said.

Referring to the alleged
NEET paper leak, Ms. Swa-
raj said the government act-
ed swiftly after receiving in-
formation that the
examination may have
been compromised.

She said the Centre had
consistently sought a dia-

logue with the CJP and that
Union Health Minister J.P.
Nadda had invited represen-
tatives of the agitation for
talks.

On allegations of police
excesses, Ms. Swaraj said
around 118 police person-
nel were also injured dur-
ing the protest march and
urged those with evidence
of misconduct to cooperate
with the investigation.

“Policemen are also sons
and daughters of this coun-
try, and they too deserve
sympathy,” she said.

Mr. Singh shared a video
on X purportedly showing
a mob chasing and assault-
ing a Rapid Action Force
(RAF) man.

“A protester kicks an
RAF man to the ground, af-
ter which the mob sur-
rounds and assaults him.

This is not a peaceful prot-
est. It is outright lawless-
ness. Those who organised
and backed these protests
must be held accountable
for putting the lives of citi-
zens and security person-
nel at risk,” the Minister
said.

Dismissing the BJP lead-
er’s claims, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) instead de-
manded action against Delhi

Police over “use of excessive
force against protesters”
during the march. The party
claimed that DCP-rank o�c-
ers were caught on camera
assaulting women during
the protest.

Delhi AAP chief Saurabh
Bharadwaj said several vi-
deos have surfaced showing
senior police o�cers as-
saulting and misbehaving
with women protesters.
“However, no FIR has been
registered and no o�cer
has been suspended,” he
added.

‘Must resign’
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav, mean-
while, led a demonstration
to the BJP headquarters, de-
manding Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s resignation over the
alleged paper leaks. 

Congress workers
marched towards the BJP
o�ce and condemned the
detention of Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi during a de-
monstration outside the
Prime Minister’s residence
on Tuesday evening. 

“Each Congress worker
is standing with Rahul
Gandhi in his �ght to pro-
tect the future of students,”
Mr. Yadav said.

BJP, Oppn. take divergent view
of police action on protesters

Security o�icials using tear gas during the ongoing protest near Jantar Mantar on Wednesday. PTI

Monday’s march was ‘not peaceful’ and its organisers must be held accountable, says Delhi Minister; BJP MP says Centre

acted with ‘sensitivity’; AAP highlights instances of women being ‘assaulted’; cadre standing with Rahul: Delhi Cong. chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Democratic Teachers’
Front (DTF) on Wednesday
criticised the Delhi Univer-
sity administration’s state-
ment on social media re-
garding the ongoing
student protests at Jantar
Mantar, alleging that the
university had failed to ack-
nowledge the violence
faced by students, choosing
instead to discredit the
movement.

“We see the pain and an-
xiety of our students. It is
unfortunate that vested in-
terests are exploiting their
fears instead of easing
them. The need of the hour
is to calm the situation and
reduce their distress so that
they can focus on what tru-
ly matters: their studies and
their future,” the university
posted on its social media
account on X.

In a press release, the
DTF stated that the univer-
sity’s response came a day
after “the most brutal vio-
lence unleashed by the
Centre to intimidate protes-
ters and silence the de-
mand for accountability.”
“The statement is dishon-
est, masking its apathy as
empathy,” the teachers’ bo-
dy said. It objected to the
use of the words “vested in-
terests”, saying DU sought
to delegitimise a “massive
protest”.

DU faces
backlash for
for statement
on protests

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prominent singers and rap-
pers from Haryana have
come out in support of stu-
dents protesting at Jantar
Mantar over alleged exami-
nation paper leaks and
seeking the resignation of
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, urg-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to listen to their
grievances.

Singer and lyricist Gul-
zaar Chhaniwala, who has
2.5 million followers on In-
stagram, posted a video on
the platform, saying, “To-
day, as an ordinary citizen,
I want to make a humble
request to you with folded
hands. Whenever you have
asked the people of this
country for support, they
have stood with you com-
pletely. Today, we hope
that you will deliver justice
to them.”

“Please listen once to
what is on their minds.
These are all students. A
wrong has been done to
them, and that is why they

are in this situation today,
�ghting for their rights. In
a democratic country, why
do we have to face so many
di�culties just to �ght for
our rights?” Mr. Chhaniwa-
la said, adding, “We have
listened to ‘Mann ki Baat’
all these years. Today,
please listen to our Mann
ki Baat and give us justice.”

Symbolic gesture
In a symbolic gesture of
support, Hisar-based rap-
per and hip-hop artist

Dhanda Nyoliwala, who
has 4.7 million followers
on Instagram, changed his
pro�le picture to an image
of climate activist and edu-
cator Sonam Wangchuk
bearing the slogan ‘stand
for truth’.

Faridabad-based artist
Abhishek Baisla, popularly
known as MC Square, who
has 1.4 million Instagram
followers, also expressed
solidarity with the protes-
ters. In a video over a mi-
nute long, he said, “What
has been done to students
near Parliament is wrong.
That should not have hap-
pened. People can have
di�erent opinions, but I
think their demand is very
valid. How long does it take
to accept their demand? It
does not take even a little
time. The government
should consider this.”

‘Students ignored’
Referring to the July 20
protest march in Delhi,
during which several stu-
dents were injured in pol-
ice action, Mr. Baisla said,
“They are only seeking the

resignation of the Educa-
tion Minister, and it is a �t
case for resignation. Only
students are being ignored
and beaten up. Everyone
can see this.”

He also announced that
he was putting his upcom-
ing music releases on hold.
“We cannot celebrate so
long as students are being
meted out this treatment.”

Singer and actor Dev Ku-
mar also appealed to the
Prime Minister, saying he
could not go to Jantar Man-
tar due to health reasons
but stood with the
students.

“The country stood
with you whenever you
gave any directions. The
country supported you
when you sought support.
Students have come to tell
you what is in their hearts,
but you are not able to lis-
ten to them; I do not know
the reasons. Poor students
and the country su�er im-
mensely because of paper
leaks. Listen to what is in
their hearts, Modiji. They
are your own children,” he
said.

‘Fit cause’, ‘valid demand’: Haryana
musicians back protesting students
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

Singer and lyricist Gulzaar

Chhaniwala urged PM Narendra

Modi to listen to the students.

@GULZAARCHHANIWALA/INSTAGRAM

At one end of Jantar Man-
tar, protesters on Wednes-
day raised slogans. At the
other, volunteer doctors
worked beside ambulanc-
es, treating a steady �ow of
people with swollen limbs,
cuts, fever and dehydration
before sending them back
into the crowd.

Amid chants and
speeches from the protest
stage, healthcare profes-
sionals from Delhi and
neighbouring States have
been running makeshift
medical assistance points,
owing to what they de-
scribed as a sense of duty.

Some moved through
the crowd with backpacks
stocked with medicines,
bandages and oral rehydra-
tion salts, while others wait-
ed inside ambulances sta-
tioned near the protest
venue, ready to respond. A
doctor volunteering at the
site said she arrived with an
ambulance after watching
videos of Monday’s protest.

Volunteer
doctors come
to aid of
protesters 
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Large-scale disruptions
were reported by metro
passengers on Wednesday
after the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)
closed the entry and exit
gates at 16 stations for se-
ven hours as part of restric-
tions around the Cock-
roach Janta Party’s
ongoing protest at Jantar
Mantar.

While the DMRC an-
nounced the closures at
stations along the Violet,
Yellow and Blue Lines
around 11.30 a.m., many
passengers, including stu-
dents and o�ce-goers, said
they had boarded trains
before receiving the infor-
mation. Others reported
they never received any
noti�cation.

Tarun Atrey, a shop-
keeper who runs a stall at
Dilli Haat, said, “People
have to go to work, hospi-
tals, appointments and ex-
hibitions. You can’t stop
people from living their

lives.” He could not attend
an exhibition to sell his
wares at Patel Chowk be-
cause of the restrictions. 

“I did not face any is-
sues in the morning when I
got o� at the INA metro sta-
tion, which was open,”
said Mr. Atrey, adding that
he was unaware of the clo-
sure. He ended up wasting
an hour and eventually re-
turned to INA.

‘Missed NEET coaching’
Priyanshu, a Class 12 stu-
dent preparing for the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET), said he
missed his coaching class

due to the restrictions. “I
was on my way when I
found out that Rajiv
Chowk, Central Secreta-
riat, Janpath and Jor Bagh
metro stations had been
closed. I had no choice but
to change my route com-
pletely and take the Pink
Line from Majra metro sta-
tion. By the time I reached,
the class was over.”

“The closures caused
thousands of people to
converge on the nearest
open stations, where the
crowd became so dense
that it felt like a stampede
could happen at any mo-
ment,” he added.

Commuters rail as metro station
closures disrupt their schedule
Ekka Kant Kohli
Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

The DMRC announced the closures around 11.30 a.m., but many

passengers said they did not receive any notification. R.V. MOORTHY 
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THURSDAY, JUL. 23

RISE 05:38 SET 19:18

RISE 14:23 SET 00:13

FRIDAY, JUL. 24

RISE 05:38 SET 19:17

RISE 15:20 SET 00:51

SATURDAY, JUL. 25

RISE 05:39 SET 19:17

RISE 16:15 SET 01:33
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Wed-
nesday challenged Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) na-
tional general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee to con-
test the next election from
his Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, Diamond Harbour, days
after the latter warned he
would “settle every score
with interest”.

At the TMC’s Martyrs’
Day rally in Kolkata on
Monday, Mr. Banerjee had
said, “If I remain alive, I
will settle every score with
interest in 2031.”

In his Assembly ad-
dress, the CM said, “Fight
the elections; we will see
where you [Abhishek Ba-
nerjee] stand. We will need
binoculars to �nd you.”

The Chief Minister said
because his government
was “decent”, Mr. Banerjee

was able to move around
among people like a
“hero”.

“Whether you are inside
or outside jail, the future
will decide. Wherever you
are, contest from Diamond
Harbour,” Mr. Adhikari
said. He claimed that even
with 40% Muslim votes in
the Diamond Harbour con-
stituency, his party would
be able to defeat Mr. Baner-
jee by the same margin [ov-
er 7 lakh votes] with which
he won the 2024 Lok Sab-

ha election.
The Chief Minister also

said Trinamool chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee’s
own supporters did not
vote for her, leading to her
defeat in her home
constituency.

Meanwhile, Trinamool
MLA Kunal Ghosh accused
Mr. Adhikari of using his
Assembly speech to target
the party instead of dis-
cussing the government’s
work. 

“Abhishek Banerjee is
not a member of this
House. Yet, the way the
Chief Minister is attacking
him inside the Assembly,
the Speaker must allow Mr.
Banerjee to come to the As-
sembly one day and pre-
sent his counter argu-
ments,” Mr. Ghosh said.

Mr. Ghosh was later
marshalled out of the As-
sembly for disrupting the
speech of Opposition chief
whip Akhruzzaman.

‘Challenge you to �ght polls’:
Suvendu targets TMC over
Abhishek’s remarks at rally 
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

W.B. CM Suvendu Adhikari said

the BJP would defeat the TMC

in Diamond Harbour Lok

Sabha constituency. ANI

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Wednesday said
that Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah “ruling out” rein-
statement of Article 370
was like “pouring acid on
the hopes of the people” of
Jammu and Kashmir and
trying to instil a sense of
defeat among them.

“Stating that (Article)
370 will not return is like

throwing acid on the hopes
of the people of J&K… It is
not right,” Ms. Musfti told
reporters when asked
about the issue.

Addressing a press con-
ference on Tuesday, Mr.
Abdullah had said, “Some
people tell us to talk about
Article 370 and J&K’s spe-
cial status �rst... I want to
ask them, what does Arti-
cle 370 or 371 mean with-
out Statehood?” 

On Mr. Abdullah’s re-
marks, Ms. Mufti said,

“The Kashmir issue is alive
even today, and it has to be
resolved. Articles 370 and
35A should be a part of it
(the resolution). Statehood
is a part of what happened
to us in 2019. It is like cut-
ting o� someone’s feet and
then saying, give me the
shoes... ” 

Ms. Mufti also ques-
tioned the National Confe-
rence over including the
restoration of special sta-
tus in its election manifesto
ahead of the 2024 poll.

‘Ruling out Art. 370 is like CM Omar
pouring acid on hopes of J&K people’

Press Trust of India
SRINAGAR

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has approved 10% re-
servation for Agniveer sol-
diers for certain posts in
police as well as jail admi-
nistration and forest ser-
vices in the State, said a go-
vernment o�cial on
Wednesday. The quota will
be applicable for Class III
posts of the State — consta-
ble in the Police Depart-
ment, forest guard and
guard in the Jail Depart-
ment, said the o�cial. 

Chhattisgarh
gives 10% quota
for Agniveers in
Class III jobs 
The Hindu Bureau
RAIPUR

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

4 Thursday, July 23, 2026
DelhiStates

Published by Nirmala Lakshman and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).

ISSN 0971 - 751X

The Punjab government on Wednesday
introduced Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) as a
mainstream subject from Classes 1 to 12. Punjab
has become the �rst State in the country to do so,
Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains said. The
Punjab School Education Board will roll out the
curriculum in a phased manner under the
‘Sarbat.AI’ project, making it one of the country’s
largest Statewide AI education missions and
positioning Punjab as a national leader in
future-ready learning. Mr. Bains, along with
former Delhi Minister Manish Sisodia, launched
the project in the presence of education experts,
technology partners, and senior o�cials. PTI

Punjab introduces AI as main
subject from Classes 1 to 12

INBRIEF
�

The Bombay High Court on Wednesday refused
to change its decision to order a stay on the bail
granted to Shiv Sena corporator Ramesh Mhatre,
who is accused of assaulting doctors at a civic
hospital in Dombivli. It also ordered preservation
of the CCTV footage of the July 6 incident and Mr.
Mhatre’s own hospital stay after his arrest. “Let
him be inside for some more time,” the court
said. Mr. Mhatre, who had surrendered on
Sunday, submitted to the court that he was a
73-year-old man su�ering from several ailments
and the police did not need his custody. PTI

Let Mhatre be in jail for some
more time, says Bombay HC

T
he Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra

Trust on Wednesday de-
ferred the appointment of
its �rst chief executive of-
�cer (CEO) by a month fol-
lowing the overwhelming
number of applications for
the post. The trust has re-
ceived over 5,200 applica-
tions, o�cials said. 

It was decided at a meet-
ing of the board of trustees
to appoint a secretary in
the interim period to meet
the growing administrative
requirements. This was the
second meeting of the trust
amid allegations of theft of
donations o�ered at the
temple. In its July 6 meet-
ing, the trust accepted the
resignations of former gen-
eral secretary Champat Rai
and member Anil Mishra. 

“The committee formed
to select the CEO demand-
ed additional time of one
month in view of the huge
number of applicants for
the post. The trust has ac-

cepted the demand due to
the seriousness of the mat-
ter and circumstances. It
has approved the appoint-
ment of a secretary until
the selection of the CEO,”
read an o�cial statement
issued by interim general
secretary Kishna Mohan. 

Additionally, the trust
announced the reconstitu-
tion of a panel tasked with
overseeing the religious af-
fairs of the temple. The pa-
nel comprising nine seers –
�ve from Ayodhya and four

from other regions – will
supervise the temple’s reli-
gious activities. 

Posts still vacant
However, there was no de-
cision on �lling the three
vacant posts in the trust. 

Brie�ng mediapersons
after the meeting, Mr. Mo-
han and treasurer Govind
Dev Giri said the members
also reviewed arrange-
ments for the expected rise
in the number of devotees
during the ongoing Shra-

van month, the progress
on �lling vacant trustee
posts, and several adminis-
trative and �nancial issues.

The Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment had constituted
a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) on June 13 to ex-
amine the donation theft
allegations. Following the
submission of its prelimin-
ary report on June 23, an
FIR was registered on June
25 and eight accused were
arrested in the case.

‘Cooperating with probe’
O�cials said since the �nal
report of the SIT has not
been received, the matter
wasn’t discussed in the
meeting. They added that
the �nance committee of
the trust was also asked to
reconsider the standard
operating procedure with
the State Bank of India in
view of safety loopholes
that came to light following
the theft probe. The trust
said it has been fully coop-
erating with the probe and
expressed hope that all
those responsible would
be brought to justice. 

‘Over 5,200 applications’:
Ram Temple trust defers
CEO selection by a month

Vasudevanand Saraswati of Jyotirmath leaving after a meeting of

the Ram Temple trust in Ayodhya on Wednesday. PTI

In second meeting amid donation theft row, trust announces reconstituted committee of seers to

oversee religious a�airs of temple; secretary to be appointed on interim basis until CEO is picked

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

AIADMK leaders on Wed-
nesday met Tamil Nadu As-
sembly Speaker J.C.D.
Prabhakar and submitted a
letter from the party’s gen-
eral secretary, Edappadi K.
Palaniswami, furnishing
clari�cations on his peti-
tion seeking action against
former AIADMK MLAs un-
der the anti-defection law.

AIADMK legislators Agri
S.S. Krishnamurthy, N.
Thalavai Sundaram, and
Thamarai S. Rajendran
handed over the letter to
the Speaker at the Secreta-
riat. Earlier, the Speaker
had sought certain clari�-
cations from Mr. Palanis-
wami after receiving writ-
ten explanations from
former MLAs Maragatham
Kumaravel (Madhurantha-
gam), S. Jayakumar (Perun-
durai), P. Sathyabama
(Dharapuram), and Esaki
Subaya (Ambasamudram)
in response to notices is-
sued to them under the an-
ti-defection law.

‘Betrayed the party’
Addressing mediapersons
later, Mr. Krishnamurthy
said, “Six former legisla-
tors [including C. Vijaya-
baskar and M.R. Vijayab-
haskar] had betrayed the

AIADMK and the people
who elected them by re-
signing from their Assemb-
ly membership and joining
the ruling Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK).”

Claim rejected
Rejecting the claim that the
legislators had quit the par-
ty on their own, Mr. Sunda-
ram said they must provide
valid reasons for their deci-
sion. When asked whether
the legislators had left the
AIADMK due to dissatisfac-
tion with the decisions of
the party leadership, he
said, “If that was the rea-
son, why did they not say
so when they were given
an opportunity to contest
the Assembly election?”

Mr. Sundaram also said
more youngsters were join-
ing the AIADMK and that
e�orts were under way to
strengthen the party.

AIADMK submits
clari�cations on
anti-defection plea 

Edappadi K. Palaniswami

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Environmentalists and ac-
tivists have raised con-
cerns about the Supreme
Court-appointed commit-
tee inviting written feed-
back on issues related to
the Aravali hills and rang-
es through e-mail or Goo-
gle forms speci�cally de-
signed for the purpose.

They have argued that
the online outreach me-
chanism excludes rural
communities, the most di-
rectly impacted by deci-
sions on the Aravalis and
which may not be literate
and technology-savvy.

Formed on May 25, the
high-powered committee
has been tasked with con-
ducting an independent
review of the Centre’s re-
port on the de�nition and

delineation of the Aravali
hill range. The committee
has to submit its report by
August 31.

‘Not for rural people’
“The online submission
process announced by the
high-powered committee
is not designed for rural
people. A villager in the
Aravali belt cannot navi-

gate a complex e-mail ad-
dress or Google Form, let
alone ensure it reaches the
right inbox without a ty-
pographical error,” said
Kusum Rawat, member of
the pan-India Adivasi Sa-
manvay Manch Bharat.

Ms. Rawat added that
the committee should
paste public notices in lo-
cal languages at panchayat

bhavans, community
halls, government
schools, and anganwadis
in Aravali districts across
�ve States.

There has also been a
concern about the 21-day
window for sending feed-
back as environmentalists
and activists claim that the
time period is not su�-
cient to communicate con-
cerns in a meaningful way.

‘Short deadline’
“Twenty-one days is an
entirely inadequate win-
dow to hear from the di-
verse communities living
deep within the Aravali
belt. Getting these com-
munities to participate in
any meaningful way will
be a manual, time-inten-
sive process — there are no
shortcuts and decent cov-
erage of voices within this

timeline is simply not pos-
sible,” Lokesh Bhiwani,
founder of Stand With Na-
ture, said.

There has also been a
demand that the commit-
tee’s members visit the vil-
lages in the Aravali belt.

‘Flouting of rules’
“Most of the licensed min-
ing leases running today
across the States of Harya-
na, Rajasthan, and Gujarat
are blatantly �outing rules
and norms, causing deep
damage to the health and
livelihoods of local com-
munities. No written sub-
mission can capture the
everyday su�ering being
endured by the people de-
pendent on the good
health of the Aravalis for
their existence,” said Di-
wan Singh, convener,
Ridge Bachao Andolan.

Supreme Court-appointed Aravali panel’s consultation
process excludes rural people, say environmentalists
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Fragile nature: There has been a demand that the committee

members visit the villages in the Aravali belt. FILE PHOTO

Not all foreigners deport-
ed, expelled, or pushed
back from Assam are Ban-
gladeshi nationals. 

The State government
told the Assembly on Wed-
nesday that 2,089 foreign-
ers were deported from Ja-
nuary 2016 to June 2026
for entering or staying in
Assam illegally. Among
these, 2,023 were from
Bangladesh.

“The second-largest
number of foreigners de-
ported or expelled is from
Myanmar, followed by Ni-
gerians,” Assam Accord
Implementation Minister
Atul Bora said in reply to a
question from Congress
MLA Abdur Rahim Ahmed.

According to data pro-
vided by the Minister, who
is also the president of the
Asom Gana Parishad, the
designated State authori-
ties detected and deported
39 nationals from Myan-
mar and 18 from Nigeria,
two each from Afghanis-
tan, Russia, and Ukraine,
and one each from Kenya,
Pakistan, and Uganda over
the past 10 years.

To another question
from Raijor Dal chief and
Sibsagar legislator Akhil
Gogoi, the State govern-

ment gave the religious
break-up of those identi-
�ed as foreigners in Assam
till May 31, 2026.

The bulk of 1,72,673
such people identi�ed
were Muslims (1,11,414),
while the remaining 61,259
included 61,189 Hindus
and 70 Christians.

‘117 expelled’
Mr. Bora said 1,572 foreign-
ers staying illegally in As-
sam were sent back to their
home countries from 2025
to June 30, 2026 while 117
others were expelled dur-
ing this period.

“We are sending back il-
legal foreigners to Bangla-
desh in accordance with a
communication from the
Ministry of Home A�airs
on May 2, 2025,” he said.

Africans, Russians and Ukrainians
among 2,089 foreigners deported
from Assam since 2016: State govt.
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

61,259 Hindus and
Christians among
1,72,673 foreigners
detected in State
till May 31 this year

Odisha Police on Wednes-
day summoned V. Karthi-
keya Pandian, a close aide
of former Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, to appear
before a probe team inves-
tigating the disappearance
of two �les from the CM’s
O�ce (CMO) during the
previous Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) regime.

The Capital police sta-
tion asked Mr. Pandian to
appear before the o�ce of
the Assistant Commission-
er of Police Zone-1, Bhuba-
neswar, for questioning.
The former IAS o�cer has
been asked to bring docu-
ments, electronic devices
or other materials relevant
to the investigation in his
possession on July 25.

Senior IAS o�cer Rajesh
Verma, then Principal Se-
cretary to the CM, and Ma-
noj Mishra, former IT Se-
cretary, were asked to
provide information re-
garding the disappearance

of the �les. While Mr. Mis-
hra appeared before the
probe team on Tuesday,
Mr. Verma, who was sum-
moned on Wednesday, did
not turn up.

Mr. Pandian, who re-
signed from the IAS in
2023, is regarded as the
longest-serving private se-
cretary to any Chief Minis-
ter in Odisha. 

After the 2024 Assembly
election, in which the BJD
was routed by the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, the former

IAS o�cer quit politics. He
is scarcely seen in public
now. His wife, Sujata Rout
Karthikeyan, also a former
IAS o�cer, recently joined
the BJD.

CM briefed
Meanwhile, Commissioner
of Police (Bhubaneswar-
Cuttack) Suresh Dev Datta
Singh briefed CM Mohan
Charan Majhi on Wednes-
day about progress in the
investigation into the mis-
sing �les, an o�cer said.

The case pertains to the
disappearance of two judi-
cial commission of inquiry
reports — A.S. Naidu Com-
mission report on the kill-
ing of Swami Laxmana-
nanda Saraswati and
others in Jaleshpeta Ash-
ram of Kandhamal district
in 2008, and the Revenue
Divisional Commission
(RDC)-level inquiry report
over a �re incident at SUM
Hospital and Medical Col-
lege in Bhubaneswar.

According to the Home
Department, the Naidu
Commission report was
sent to the CMO on Octob-
er 19, 2016 while the RDC
inquiry report was sent on
May 24, 2018.

The killing of
Swami Laxmanananda Sa-
raswati and several others
in 2008 had triggered
large-scale communal riots
between Hindus and Chris-
tians in Kandhamal dis-
trict. It remains one of the
worst incidents of anti-
Christian violence record-
ed in the State.

Odisha Police summons Pandian, ex-CM
Patnaik’s aide, over two missing CMO �les
Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

V.K. Pandian (right) has been asked to appear before a police team

investigating the disappearance of two inquiry reports. FILE PHOTO

The West Bengal Cabinet
on Wednesday approved
increasing the allocation of
funds by ₹2 per plate for
providing eggs for break-
fast and hot cooked food
to women and children in
anganwadi centres.

There was opposition
from certain sections re-
cently following Chief Mi-
nister Suvendu Adhikari’s
proposal to hand over the
PM-POSHAN (midday
meal) scheme to ISKCON
(International Society for
Krishna Consciousness). 

Critics claimed that the
religious organisation
would serve vegetarian
food, depriving children of
eggs in their meal. The an-
nouncement to engage
ISKCON was made in the
State budget presented by
Finance Minister Swapan
Dasgupta on June 22. 

The Cabinet also ap-
proved implementing the
Mukhya Mantri Swasthya
Bima Yojana for the State’s
residents who are not co-
vered under the Centre’s
Ayushman Bharat health-
care scheme, according to
an o�cial release.

Nod for NIA station
The Cabinet also approved
the setting up of a National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
station in the State. It

cleared the handing over
of land to the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) for put-
ting up fences and setting
up outposts on the India-
Bangladesh border in Ut-
tar Dinajpur, Nadia, Malda,
and Murshidabad districts.

The State Cabinet also
approved the purchase of
land from owners for the
construction of an iron
bridge by the BSF over the
Panga river in Jalpaiguri
district. 

Bengal Cabinet clears hiking
of allocation by ₹2 per plate 
to provide eggs to children
Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

The Cabinet meeting also approved the implementation of Mukhya

Mantri Swasthya Bima Yojana for the State’s residents. FILE PHOTO

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a lawyer’s com-
plaint, the Gujarat High
Court has initiated a public
interest litigation (PIL) plea
into the incident of alleged
�ogging and public parad-
ing of handcu�ed accused
by police in Surat recently.

The case, which is likely
to come up for hearing
shortly, is based on a July
14 incident, wherein a De-
puty Commissioner of Pol-
ice and a group of police-
men were allegedly seen in
a video footage parading
the handcu�ed accused
persons publicly and sub-
jecting them to repeated
physical assault.

Lawyer Utkarsh Dave
wrote to Chief Justice Suni-
ta Agarwal, calling the inci-
dent “disturbing and
shocking”. 

He termed it a blatant
violation of Articles 14 and
21 of the Constitution. 

Gujarat HC
takes note of
police �ogging
of accused
Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD
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Amid murmurs of a possi-
ble uni�cation of the two
NCP factions and the spec-
ulation that the united enti-
ty would join the ruling
NDA, Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pa-
war) chief Sharad Pawar,
along with his MP daughter
Supriya Sule met Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi here
on Wednesday.

After the meeting, Mr.
Pawar said they [he and
Ms. Sule] discussed the stu-
dents’ demands regarding
the NEET paper “leak”,
farmers’ problems, water
management and issues
concerning the education
sector with the PM.

“The Honourable Prime
Minister gave assurances of
positive and concrete mea-
sures on all these issues,"
Mr. Pawar said in a post in
Marathi on X.

Pawar, PM
discuss NEET
paper leak,
farmers’ issues

PM Narendra Modi with

NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar in

New Delhi on Wednesday.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The spiralling agitation ov-
er the NEET issue saw prot-
ests and counter-protests
by Congress and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) across
the country on Wednes-
day, with clashes and tense
face-o�s at many places, a
day after Leader of the Op-
position in Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi and other Op-
position leaders were
forcibly removed from a
dharna outside the Prime
Minister’s residence.

While Congress leaders
and workers were angry
over the police “high-han-
dedness” and “ill-treat-
ment” of party leaders,
who were detained and la-
ter released on Tuesday
night, the BJP protested
against what it said was
“unruly and anarchist be-
haviour” of Mr. Gandhi
and the Opposition
leaders.

Leaders and workers of

both parties, led by their
State chiefs at many places,
tried to march to each oth-
er’s o�ces but were
stopped by police, which
detained many of them.

Two injured
In Telangana capital Hyde-
rabad, two persons, in-
cluding a woman police
constable, were injured fol-
lowing violent clashes bet-
ween the BJP cadres and
the ruling Congress near

the former’s State
headquarters.

In Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh, Congress and BJP
workers clashed as they
came face to face during
their protests, triggering
tension. Both parties ac-
cused each other of vio-
lence and provocation.

Workers of the BJP and
the Congress came to
blows in Patna when
cadres of the ruling party
took out a procession, ac-

cusing the Opposition of
unleashing “anarchy”. 

The BJP march, led by
State president Sanjay Sa-
raogi, proceeded to the
gates of the Bihar Pradesh
Congress Committee head-
quarters, with party work-
ers carrying posters and
banners against Mr. Gand-
hi. Police intervened after
Congress workers armed
with bamboo sticks con-
fronted the BJP procession,
leading to a clash. Several

BJP took out a counter-
protest march towards the
Congress o�ce.

A large number of BJP
leaders and workers, led
by Rajasthan unit presi-
dent Madan Rathore, took
out a march to the Con-
gress o�ce in Jaipur. Mr.
Rathore said Mr. Gandhi’s
dharna was unacceptable
and “a childish act”.

BJP leaders and work-
ers, including Manipur
Chief Minister Y. Khem-
chand Singh, staged a sit-in
protest in Imphal against
Mr. Gandhi, accusing him
of politicising the students’
issue.

The Uttar Pradesh units
of BJP and Congress also
held separate protests in
Lucknow. The BJP
marched to gherao the
Congress o�ce in Mall Ave-
nue. The Congress, too, set
out on a march to gherao
the CM’s residence, claim-
ing ill-treatment of Mr.
Gandhi and other Con-
gress leaders.

of Jalna MP and Congress
leader Kalyan Kale. On re-
ceiving information about
the BJP protest, Congress
workers rushed to Mr.
Kale’s o�ce and staged a
counter-protest.

Detained, evicted
In Maharashtra, Congress
leaders led by State presi-
dent Harshwardhan Sapkal
were detained, forcibly ev-
icted and bundled into pol-
ice vans during a march to-
wards the State BJP o�ce
in Mumbai. Mr. Sapkal al-
leged that the Narendra
Modi government had un-
dermined democratic va-
lues and failed to address
recurring examination ir-
regularities, including
NEET paper leak.

He demanded that PM
Modi and Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah apologise
over the incident.

In Bengaluru, the Con-
gress workers staged a
protest outside the BJP
State o�ce. The Karnataka

persons from both sides
were injured, but there
was no o�cial word on the
number of injured
persons.

BJP and Congress work-
ers also came face-to-face
at Shaheedi Chowk in Jam-
mu near J&K Congress’
headquarters, prompting
massive police deployment
and barricading. 

A confrontation bet-
ween the two parties was
seen outside the residence

Cong., BJP battle on streets as stir by students spirals across country
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD

Congress workers staging a protest demanding resignation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, in Jaipur; (right) police

detaining a protester in Patna on Wednesday. PTI & ANI
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A six-year-old girl died, and two other children
were injured when a tree fell on a school bus in
Barimaru village in Dakshina Kannada region of
Karnataka on Wednesday. According to the
police, the incident occurred when the bus was
taking the students home. The bus had stopped
near a building because of heavy rain when a
large portion of a tree fell on the bus. The three
injured students were taken to a nearby hospital,
where one died of injuries, the police added.

Six-year-old dies as tree falls
on school bus in Karnataka

The Crime Branch of the Kerala Police will
re-arrest M.K. Ram, the �rst accused in the death
of �rst-year BDS student Nithin Raj of the Kannur
Dental College, Anjarakandy, Superintendent of
Police M. Mohanachandran said on Wednesday.
Dr. Ram is a former Head of the Dental Anatomy
Department at the college. A fresh Crime Branch
team has commenced its probe. The team will
speak to Nithin’s family members and also look at
the alleged role of loan app operators in the case.

New team begins probe into
death of Kerala BDS student 

A 23-year-old cab driver
was arrested for sexually
assaulting an IndiGo airline
cabin crew member while
she was travelling to the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport in Hyderabad to re-
port for duty.

The accused, identi�ed
as Prashant Kumar, was
employed as a driver with
the airline’s cab service for
sta�. According to the pol-

ice, the incident occurred
around 2 p.m. on July 20.
The driver reportedly di-
verted the vehicle to a se-
cluded area near an under-
construction school on the
outskirts of Shamshabad,
where he sexually assault-
ed the woman. Hearing the
woman’s screams, workers
at the nearby construction
site rushed to her aid. 

Based on her complaint,
the police registered a case
and arrested the accused
on Tuesday.

Airline crew member
sexually assaulted

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Sudden showers 

Umbrellas up: Heavy rain lashed several parts of Hyderabad on Wednesday. The city and its surrounding areas will see generally cloudy

skies for 24 hours, and light to moderate rain or thundershowers are very likely, an IMD bulletin said. SIDDHANT THAKUR

The expansion of the Kar-
nataka Cabinet has been
postponed for the second
time in less than two
weeks, leaving many aspi-
rants disappointed. 

The delay came as the
party’s top leadership re-
mained preoccupied with
protests in and outside Par-
liament over the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) paper leak.

Chief Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar, former Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah, and
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC)
president B.K. Hariprasad
�ew to New Delhi on Tues-

day in the hope of holding
consultations with the
Congress high command.
However, they returned to
Bengaluru on Wednesday
without any discussion on
the issue, as the party lea-
dership did not �nd time
for the meeting.

Meet likely next week 
According to party sourc-
es, the high command is
now likely to invite the Kar-
nataka leaders to New Del-
hi early next week to delib-
erate not only on the
Cabinet expansion but also
on the appointment of the
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly ahead of the
Monsoon Session begin-
ning on August 6.

Karnataka Cabinet
expansion delayed
amid NEET protests 
The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU

The previous CPI(M)-led
LDF government had
agreed to appoint two non-
Muslim members to the
Kerala Waqf Board but at a
later stage, Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan has said.
The assurance was part of
the government order on
the board formation issued
at the time, he added.

At a post-Cabinet press
brie�ng, the Chief Minister
accused Leader of the Op-
position Pinarayi Vijayan
of engaging in communal
propaganda to turn the
Muslim community against
the UDF government.

“It is on record. Their
[LDF] government had gi-
ven an assurance in the or-
der that the appointments
will be made at a later stage
from among public �gures
and the Bar Council,” Mr.
Satheesan said. The ap-
pointments were not made

then as, apparently, the
Bar Council elections were
in progress, he said.

Kerala was the �rst to
form the Waqf Board fol-
lowing the Centre’s Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025.
The order forming the
board clearly states that
the two members will be
appointed from prominent
public �gures and the Bar
Council. 

Following this, four peti-
tions were �led in the High
Court saying that non-Mus-
lims were not appointed,
backward Muslim com-
munities had no represen-
tation, and that ineligible
appointments were made,
said Mr. Satheesan.

LDF govt. had agreed to pick
non-Muslim members for
Waqf Board, says Kerala CM
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

V.D. Satheesan

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy termed
the ‘detention and attack’
on the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi and the party’s
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi as an example of
�ghting against the ‘tyran-
ny’ of the BJP government.

Addressing a dharna at
Ambedkar Chowrasta in
Kodangal, Mr. Reddy ac-
cused the Centre of sup-
pressing democratic dis-
sent and failing to ensure
accountability in the NEET
examination scandal.
“Why is the Centre run-
ning away from a discus-
sion in Parliament?” he
asked.

The Congress cadre led

by Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC)
president B. Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud held a protest at
Lok Bhavan in Hyderabad
against the ‘assault’ on Mr.
Gandhi. 

“Why is Dharmendra
Pradhan being spared by
Mr. Modi?” he asked. The

police detained the leaders
and the cadre at the Lok
Bhavan and shifted them
to di�erent police stations.
High drama also unfolded
on Exhibition Grounds
Road, as workers of the BJP
and the Congress clashed
amid protests over deve-
lopments in New Delhi.

Revanth slams detention of
Rahul; cadre stage dharnas
R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

Telangana CM A. Revanth Reddy addressing a dharna at Ambedkar

Chowrasta in Kodangal on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A swift, coordinated res-
ponse by doctors at Go-
vernment District Hospi-
tal, Nilambur, in Kerala
saved the lives of a 25-year-
old tribal woman and her
newborn after a rare ute-
rine rupture left the baby
lying inside the mother’s
abdominal cavity.

The woman from Chee-
rakkuzhi tribal hamlet
near Chugathara was
brought to the hospital
around 10.40 a.m. on Mon-
day with severe abdominal
pain. By that time, her am-
niotic sac had ruptured,
and thick meconium-
stained �uid was draining.

She had received no an-
tenatal care. There had
been no scans or blood
tests. “It was di�cult even
to grasp the baby. We so-
mehow delivered the child
and immediately handed
the newborn to the paedia-
trician,” senior gynaecolo-
gist Laxmy Rajmohan said.

The woman had two
caesarean deliveries be-
fore and had been advised
against another pregnancy
due to uterine issues.

Kerala doctors save
tribal woman, baby
after uterine rupture
Abdul Latheef Naha
MALAPPURAM

She received no
antenatal care and
had been advised
against another
pregnancy 

The Kerala Cabinet on
Wednesday gave its nod for
framing an anti-ragging law
and launching an app in
memory of veterinary
sciences student J.S. Sid-
harthan, whose death in
2024, allegedly following
brutal ragging, had trig-
gered a public outcry.

Brie�ng presspersons,
Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san said the app could be

used to tip o� authorities
about ragging incidents.

Both proposals were
part of the Revised Budget
for 2026-27 presented by
the UDF government on
June 19. In his Budget
speech, Mr. Satheesan had
announced that the ‘Sid-
harthan Student Distress
App’ would be introduced,
and the ‘Sidharthan Anti-
Ragging and Student Wel-
fare Act’ would be enacted
to prevent ragging
incidents.

Anti-ragging law gets
Kerala Cabinet nod 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

T
aking a serious
note of poor rain-
fall in the Cauvery

basin, the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA), which met in Del-
hi on Wednesday, has di-
rected both Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu to strictly con-
�ne use of their storage to
drinking water purposes.

The CWMA, which is the
apex body that monitors
implementation of Cauv-
ery water release to lower
riparian States as per the
Supreme Court’s verdict,
directed both the States to
maintain status quo with
respect to water release
and utilisation.

According to sources,

the CWMA referred to the
IMD forecast that indicates
further tough time in terms
of rainfall in the coming
days, and observed that it
is going to be a distress
year for the Cauvery basin.

The present storage in

reservoirs of the Cauvery
basin in both Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu could only
take care of their drinking
water requirements, the
authority reportedly
observed.

Warning both the States

against using the water
storage for other purposes
including irrigation, the
authority expressed con�-
dence that it would be pos-
sible to prevent any drink-
ing water shortage if the
storage in reservoirs is jud-
iciously used, sources said. 

At the meeting, it was al-
so noted that Karnataka
had released only 2.5 tmcft
of water in June and 0.54
tmcft during July so far to
Tamil Nadu, which is lower
than that prescribed.

Review on July 28
The situation will be re-
viewed on July 28 by the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee, which assists
the CWMA in monitoring
the storage, releases and
other issues.

Maintain status quo on water
release, says Cauvery body 

Trying times: The water level in the KRS dam across the Cauvery

in Karnataka is fast depleting. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

CWMA directs Tamil Nadu and Karnataka to use present storage only for drinking purposes; it 

takes note of poor rainfall in basin, says Karnataka released only 0.54 tmcft of water in July so far

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

More than 47 lakh voters,
accounting for 8.48% of
Karnataka’s electorate,
have been �agged under
various categories that
could result in the possible
deletion of their names
from the electoral rolls
during the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) ex-
ercise, according to data
released by V. Anbu Ku-
mar, the Chief Electoral Of-
�cer, Karnataka, on
Wednesday.

The State has
5,54,32,314 electors on its
rolls. As part of the house-
to-house veri�cation exer-
cise that began on June 30,
Booth Level O�cers
(BLOs) have so far identi-
�ed 47,02,092 electors un-
der the ASDDO category —
Absent, Shifted, Dead, Du-
plicate (Already Enrolled)
and Others. 

Further veri�cation 
Addressing presspersons
here, Mr. Kumar said that
the �gure does not repre-
sent the number of voters
who would be deleted
from the electoral roll. The
cases will undergo further
veri�cation by Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) appointed
by recognised political par-
ties, and each case would
be scrutinised by Electoral
Registration O�cers be-
fore any decision on dele-
tion is taken, he said.

As of 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day, 99.96% of the enumer-
ation forms had been dis-
tributed, while 67.23% had
been digitised. The house-
to-house enumeration and
digitisation exercise will
continue until August 8, af-
ter which the draft roll will
be published on August 17.

Over 47 lakh
voters �agged
for possible
deletion in
Karnataka SIR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The death toll in the Sik-
kim tunnel disaster rose to
15 on Wednesday, as multi-
ple agencies continued
search and rescue opera-
tions for the remaining 10
workers inside.

According to National
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration (NHPC), 25 were
trapped after the sudden
release of suspected meth-
ane gas caused an explo-
sion inside the under-con-
struction head race tunnel
for its Teesta State-VI Hy-
droelectric Project at Sa-
mardung in Sikkim’s Nam-
chi district. The accident
occurred at 1:04 p.m. on
July 20.

In a statement on Wed-
nesday, the NHPC said res-
cue operations were conti-
nuing round-the-clock,
with close coordination
among the Namchi district
administration, the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
Patel Engineering Limited,
Eastern Coal�elds Limited,
Western Coal�elds Limit-
ed, local authorities, and
other agencies.

“Of the 25 personnel
trapped inside the tunnel,
13 bodies have been re-
trieved so far. Every possi-
ble e�ort continues to be
made to locate and evac-
uate the remaining person-
nel at the earliest,” the
statement, issued in the af-
ternoon, read.

Later in the day, Nam-
chi’s District Magistrate
Anupa Tamling said two
more bodies were re-
trieved from the tunnel.

“The toll is 15 now,” she
told The Hindu.

Announcing an ex-gratia
payment of ₹5 lakh to the
next of kin of each de-
ceased, the NHPC also said
its top o�cials were pre-
sent at the site, closely
monitoring and coordinat-
ing the rescue operations
with all agencies involved.

The Sikkim government
said rainfall and the ac-
cumulation of large vol-
umes of mud and water in-
side the tunnel had brie�y
hampered rescue e�orts.

Challenging conditions
“Rescue teams continue to
carry out intensive search
and recovery operations
under extremely challeng-
ing conditions, with sus-
tained e�orts focused on
locating and retrieving the
remaining trapped per-
sons,” a government spo-
kesperson said.

On Tuesday, Chief Mi-
nister Prem Singh Tamang
briefed Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
about the ongoing rescue
operations. Both assured
all possible assistance from
the Centre.

Sikkim tunnel tragedy
toll rises to 15; rescue
operation continues

NDRF and SDRF personnel at

the disaster site in Namchi on

Wednesday. ANI 

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

A 51-year-old teacher, Suman Lata, employed at a
Municipal Corporation of Delhi primary school
and assigned Booth-Level O�cer (BLO) duties as
part of the ongoing special intensive revision
(SIR) exercise, died of a heart attack on
Wednesday, her family said. Her husband,
Sanjeev Kumar Yadav, said Lata had been under
considerable stress over the past few days while
balancing her responsibilities as a teacher and
her duties as a BLO. PTI

Delhi teacher dies of heart
attack; kin allege SIR stress
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I
ssue-driven mobilisation by civil society
groups tends to remain orderly so long as
the government of the day signals that it is

willing to listen and engage with genuine con-
cerns. The scenes from Delhi on July 20, when
mostly young demonstrators were chased, tear-
gassed, and baton-charged within sight of the
new Parliament building, with some allegedly
struck by pellet guns, while mobile Internet was
switched o� and Metro stations were shut across
the area, were avoidable. The Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) march escalated only after the police
resorted to force. Had the Union government en-
gaged with the protesters earlier, including acti-
vist Sonam Wangchuk, who was on an inde�nite
fast and forcibly hospitalised two days earlier, the
confrontation could have been avoided. A meet-
ing was eventually conceded through Union Mi-
nister J.P. Nadda, but only after thousands had
reached Parliament’s doorstep. It came too late.
That a movement born as online satire could
gather millions of digital followers and bring
thousands to the street says a great deal about the
government’s own record, which has become the
source of a litany of grievances. Recurring paper
leaks in entrance examinations, the re-conduct-
ing of NEET, and the friction over the three-lan-
guage formula have led to deep concerns that
higher education is being administered without
accountability by the government.

Yet, it would be a mistake to read the anger as
being about examinations alone. Increasingly,
the protests have crystallised into a wider discon-
tent over joblessness, stagnant wages and rising
prices that weigh on the young across the coun-
try. The intensity of the protests also owes much
to the Narendra Modi-led BJP government’s disin-
clination to address genuine civil society con-
cerns except when an election is in view. Course
corrections over the last 12-plus years have tend-
ed to be timed to the ballot rather than parlia-
mentary sessions or to public disquiet, even as
narrow electoral wins in Assembly and parlia-
mentary elections are read as expansive man-
dates and a licence for an increasingly authoritar-
ian style of rule. The protests, which have drawn
support beyond Delhi, are reminiscent of Sri Lan-
ka’s Aragalaya, Nepal’s Gen Z revolt and Bangla-
desh’s student uprising against authoritarian
rule, though their scale and demands remain far
narrower in comparison. That should not tempt
the government to wait them out. Instead of cor-
recting course, it has sought to reduce the prot-
ests to a political duel with the Congress-led Op-
position, and to de�ect attention from its failures
through proxies in civil society and the media.
This is self-defeating as it will only deepen youth
disillusionment with the democratic system it-
self. An immediate step is in order. The Union
Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan, must
own the failures on his watch and resign. The al-
ternative is an unceremonious dismissal.

All is not well
The violent incidents following youth

protests in Delhi were entirely avoidable

I
ndia is grappling with another Himalayan
tragedy. Workers in an under-construction
tunnel at the Teesta Stage-VI hydroelectric

project of NHPC Limited (formerly National Hy-
droelectric Power Corporation Private Ltd.), in
Sikkim’s Namchi district, struck a pocket of sus-
pected trapped methane. The resulting burst
partially damaged the tunnel, killing at least 15 of
an estimated 25 workers, with rescue operations
still under way. The NHPC has announced a de-
tailed investigation. Methane is a well-recognised
hazard in underground excavation, and the geol-
ogy of the Teesta basin makes it a likely one. The
basin sits in a seismically active zone, with young
and heavily fractured rock, and where com-
pressed pockets of gas laid down long ago can lie
hidden until an excavation breaks into them. The
presence of the gas, in that sense, is not in itself
surprising. What remains unclear is far more
consequential: the precise circumstances in
which the pocket was breached, whether its risk
was assessed and modelled during project plan-
ning, and whether the gas-detection and ventila-
tion safeguards that such conditions demand
were in place and functioning.

Underground work in India’s di�cult terrain
has always been perilous. In February this year,
an explosion at an illegal coal mine in Meghalaya
killed about 30 workers, and in 2023, a stretch of
a road tunnel under construction in Uttarakhand
collapsed, trapping 41 workers for 17 days before
they were pulled out. The circumstances vary,
but together they underscore how lethal under-
ground and tunnelling work remains across the
country. A series of hydropower projects along
the 400-kilometre stretch of the Teesta that links
Sikkim, West Bengal, and Bangladesh have varied
histories with environmental clearances but
share a common feature — their location in the
fragile Himalayan belt. That vulnerability was de-
monstrated tragically in October 2023, when a
glacial lake outburst �ood from the South Lhonak
lake destroyed the Teesta-III dam and killed more
than a 100 people downstream. Teesta-VI was ab-
sorbed by the public-sector NHPC Limited after
its private developers, unable to a�ord escalating
costs, went into insolvency. Relief and rescue
must remain the immediate priority, and every
e�ort to reach those still trapped is warranted.
But once the emergency has passed, the govern-
ment cannot treat the disaster as an isolated mis-
fortune. It must order a thorough, independent
review of whether the conditions attached to the
project’s environmental clearance were, in prac-
tice, strictly met.

Buried questions
The costs of projects in environmentally

fragile zones are many

H
ow does the cockroach protest alter
India’s political landscape? A
considerable section of those
opposed to the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) sees hope in the mobilisation triggered by
the self-deprecating cockroach activists. Some
even believe that political parties— particularly
the Congress — should fall in line with the out�t
that calls itself the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP),
which took its name from a remark by a judge of
the Supreme Court of India who likened India’s
disgruntled youth to cockroaches. An opposing
view, expressed as hope within the BJP and
concern within the Congress, is that this protest
could cannibalise the latter. “AAP [the Aam
Aadmi Party] �nished the Congress in Delhi and
Punjab. Let’s see where the CJP ends the
Congress,” Devendra Kumar, an election strategist
who works with the BJP, posted on X.

The Opposition parties are not uni�ed in their
approach to the cockroach protest. Di�erences
exist both between and within parties. The
Samajwadi Party and the Left believe that joining
the protesters could expand the Opposition
space, while within the Congress, opinions are
divided over whether playing second �ddle to the
protesters would be useful. There are also voices
within the Left that favour a more cautious
approach. On July 21, the Congress attempted to
seize the moment by staging a dharna outside
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s residence.

The politics of public anger
Occasional outbursts of public anger, frustration,
and resentment against the government of the
day are a normal feature of democratic societies.
Whether such sporadic outbursts turn into
political mobilisation with electoral
consequences is a di�erent question. A protest
movement can lead to diametrically opposite
outcomes depending on the circumstances.
Public anger can be consolidated and galvanised
into dramatic electoral outcomes; it can also be
di�used through protest, averting or diverting
political change.

The Kejriwal-Anna movement of 2011
consolidated public anger against the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance and in
favour of the Narendra Modi-led BJP. The
Congress bore the brunt of public anger then.
Now, the party fears that popular resistance
against the ruling BJP, which it believes is
snowballing, could be scattered by an apolitical
mobilisation without any clear programme or
organisation. Those in the Opposition who want
to ride with the cockroach protest believe that the
protesters are taking aim at the government, and
that this sentiment can and should be politicised
and ampli�ed through better coordination with
them.

Referencing at least three past instances of
self-proclaimed apolitical mobilisation may be
helpful. The protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) in 2019-20 and the

farmers’ protests of 2020-21, both of which took
place during the second term of the Modi
government belong to one category. Before these
came the Anna Hazare-Arvind Kejriwal
anti-corruption agitation of 2011, followed by the
Nirbhaya rape and murder protests of 2012.

There is no way to precisely decipher the
social composition of these movements, but
some broad features are worth noting. The
farmers’ protests were driven largely by relatively
prosperous farmers in a narrow belt around
Delhi. The anti-CAA protests came to be framed
largely as a Muslim issue. An urban middle class
that considers itself apolitical took out candles for
Anna’s movement and its call to “hang the
corrupt at Vijay Chowk”, as it was put, but
remained silent during the farmers’ protests and
possibly turned against the anti-CAA movement.

By then, its apoliticism had, in many cases,
turned into outright communalism. The apolitical
middle class periodically �nds purpose in
declaring all politics illegitimate and undesirable,
rallying instead around movements that usually
re�ect immediate personal grievances — price
rise in 2011, question-paper leaks, or the severe
income and opportunity stress confronting young
people in 2026. Examination irregularities are
only the trigger; protesters are agitated by the
precarity staring them in the face.

The farmers forced the government to
withdraw the controversial farm laws, while the
CAA protests �zzled out. Both protests had
limited political impact nationally in subsequent
elections. They represented sectional interests
that the BJP could isolate as the other and amplify
its own politics. It is precisely on this point that
youth protesters pose an unprecedented
challenge to the BJP and an opportunity for the
Opposition. 

CJP protesters represent a horizontal segment
of Indian society, concentrated in the BJP
strongholds of the Hindi heartland, where the
demographic bulge is manifesting more as
disenchantment than hope. It is a segment that
cannot easily be cornered as a sectional interest
or labelled in any other manner easily by the BJP.
It is socially diverse but largely located within the
young, Hindu-Hindi spectrum, preempting any
communal polarisation on the issue.
Anti-corruption slogans were a shell for
movements such as the Gujarat Navnirman
movement (1974), the JP Movement (1974), and
the Anna movement, in which diverse interest
groups coalesced to undermine the Congress
system.

The di�erence now
Whether the same pattern of mobilisation that
helped bring the BJP and its Hindutva politics to
power can also undermine it remains an open
question. At its peak in 2019, the BJP secured
about 37% of the national vote. At any given
point, more than 60% of Indians do not vote for
the BJP. If a protest remains con�ned to a

particular segment of society or a particular
region of the country, the BJP remains largely
unconcerned. It may even seek a
counter-consolidation, as it did during the
farmers’ and anti-CAA protests. There is
considerable dynamism in the voting preferences
of people. The BJP may have lost many of its
earlier supporters since 2014 while gaining new
ones elsewhere. The ideological appeal of
Hindutva remains intact, but the party is also
keen to improve its vote-to-seat ratio through a
fresh delimitation of Lok Sabha constituencies
ahead of the next general election (in 2029).

In the BJP’s scheme of things, it would rather
have the CJP in the headlines than Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. But its toolkits for dealing with
protests, which worked earlier, are less e�ective
now, partly because the BJP is dealing with a new
generation and its collective psyche. The
20-year-old protester of today was only eight
when Mr. Modi became Prime Minister in 2014. It
was their parents’ generation that cheered the
arrival of the BJP then; their children are now
shaking o� the burden of their political
inheritance. If it was the WhatsApp generation
that fuelled the rise of what I term Hindutva 2.0
under Mr. Modi, it is the Instagram generation
that is challenging it now. All this makes it
possible that this apolitical, sporadic outburst of
public anger could expand into a mass
mobilisation with su�cient critical weight to
unsettle the BJP. What is clear, however, is that
the cockroach protesters alone have no capacity
to achieve that. That is where the role of the
Opposition, particularly the Congress, becomes
critical.

A new battleground
The BJP and its Jan Sangh predecessors were able
to turn popular mobilisations such as the JP
movement and the Anna movement to their
advantage and against the Congress, while leaving
smaller political gains to �gures such as V.P. Singh
and Mr. Kejriwal along the way. This is the �rst
time that a comparable phenomenon is being
tested against the BJP itself — a party with a
stronger ideology, greater organisational
discipline, ruthless political determination, and a
willingness to deploy state power to its
advantage.

The long arc of such apolitical protests has, so
far, bent towards the erosion of public trust in the
liberal, secular, and untidy middle ground of
Indian politics. In that sense, the cockroach
protest is more a symptom than a remedy for
India’s democratic disarray. Can the Congress do
to the BJP what the BJP has done to the Congress
over the years through apolitical protests? That is
the question before us. Both the BJP and the
Opposition face risks as well as opportunities in
these protests.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in

The cockroach dilemma facing India’s political parties

Varghese K.
George

A movement
led by a new
generation
challenges 
the BJP’s
dominance and
reshapes the
Opposition’s
calculations

O
n the heels of the Strait of Hormuz crisis
comes the new threat — a Strait of Bab
el-Mandeb crisis. On July 16, Reuters

reported that Iran had instructed the Houthis to
close the Strait (which is between Yemen and the
Horn of Africa) if the United States attacked Iran’s
power plants.

Whether the Houthis have the capacity to
threaten the Strait or whether this is part of Iran’s
signalling to the U.S. is secondary. What is
important is that this represents a risk to
one-third of India’s entire trade.

Revisiting 2024
We have been here before. When the Gaza war
started in October 2023, the Ansarallah group in
Yemen, also known as the Houthis, claimed
solidarity with the Palestinians and launched
drones and missiles at Israel. From November
2023 to March 2024, the Houthis targeted at least
40 vessels in the Red Sea, claiming that the
vessels were linked to or bound for Israel.

In response, the U.S., together with allies
including Singapore and Sri Lanka, launched
Operation Prosperity Guardian (December 2023)
to ensure “freedom of navigation” in the Red Sea.
This was followed by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2722 (2024). which was
adopted in January 2024. Israel also carried out
unilateral strikes against the Houthis. The Indian
Navy rescued the crew of a British tanker after it
was set on �re ( January 26-27, 2024). By the time
the U.S declared a cease�re in May 2025, the
Houthis had been weakened, but much of the
damage had already been done.

Marine insurance companies tend to be highly
risk-averse. With over 90% of the world’s
shipping insured by just 12 protection and
indemnity (P&I) clubs, shipowners have limited
room to negotiate. Between November 2023 and
March 2024, at least 2,000 ships avoided the Suez
Canal and instead sailed around the Cape of Good

Hope. This delayed critical imports to India.
Global shipping routes e�ectively reverted to
what was being done 170 years ago. Egypt lost a
quarter of the Suez Canal’s revenue. By July 2024,
Israel’s Red Sea port of Eilat had �led for
bankruptcy.

This time around, the situation is more
unpredictable. With U.S. forces in the region
focused on Iran, it is unclear whether they will
seek to secure the Red Sea as they did before.

Even in 2024, when India-bound ships were
attacked by the Houthis, New Delhi had to lean
directly on Tehran to bring the attacks to a halt.
But that was a di�erent time for India-Iran ties.
Meanwhile, the UN Security Council is more
divided today than ever before, and even if it
manages to call for “freedom of navigation” in the
Red Sea, it is unlikely to pass a resolution
approving a force to implement that call. China is
also likely to again take a unilateral approach to
protecting its shipping in the Red Sea through
quid pro quos with the Houthis.

If the Houthis resume attacks on shipping in
the Strait, the impact on India’s economy — which
is already reeling from the Strait of Hormuz crisis
— would be dire. While India has now ordered
that no Indian mariner be deployed on ships
bound to or from the Strait of Hormuz, extending
the same restriction to a busy route such as the
Strait of Bab el-Mandeb would not be easy and
would adversely a�ect the safety and welfare of
thousands of Indian seafarers.

What India should do
In 2024, France stayed out of a U.S.-led operation
to guard its role in mediating between Hezbollah
and Israel in Lebanon. Those conditions no
longer exist. However, France and Japan — two
countries that need shipping lanes in the Red Sea
for their connectivity with Asia and Europe
respectively — maintain bases in Djibouti,
perched on the Red Sea. Their navies have also

conducted joint drills with the Indian Navy,
which creates an opportunity for India to
pre-empt a recurrence of the events of 2024.

India therefore needs to pro-actively build a
naval taskforce in collaboration with France and
Japan to deter attacks on shipping in the Bab
el-Mandeb.

India would also do well to engage Egypt and
Saudi Arabia. They had refused to join the
alliance against the Houthis in 2024, given their
own stance on Gaza. This time, with their
economies at stake, they may not stand by. On
July 20, the Houthis announced a “maritime
embargo” on Saudi ships, seen as a threat against
their transit through the Bab el-Mandeb. India
needs to engage with these nations proactively to
help secure the Red Sea, from the Suez to Bab
el-Mandeb, while keeping its other partners in the
region informed.

A rules-based maritime response
It needs to be emphasised that this would be a
theatre-speci�c “Trade Protection Task Force” of
navies, rather than a strategic alliance. In addition
to ships and personnel, the Information Fusion
Centre–Indian Ocean Region hosted by India
could provide the necessary maritime domain
awareness, while France and Japan could
complement these e�orts with on-ground
logistical support. The constituent navies could
agree on joint rules of engagement in response to
any hostile attacks. They could provide security
cover or escorts requested by commercial and
civilian vessels transiting the Strait, especially
those bound for Europe, India, or Japan. The task
force would serve as a lasting demonstration of
India’s resolve to ensure “respect for maritime
rules and norms” as part of Security and Growth
for All in the Region (SAGAR).

India has both the responsibility and the
capability to prevent the Bab el-Mandeb from
becoming a literal “Gate of Tears” this time.

India must lead in securing the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb

Raja Karthikeya

Adjunct Fellow and
lead for West Asia
studies at the
Takshashila
Institution

New Delhi’s
leadership can
help prevent
another major
shipping crisis
in the Red Sea

Protest, political optics

The Congress’s protest is
commendable in principle,
but its brief, flash-style
nature makes it appear
more like political posturing
than principled activism
(Page 1, “Congress leaders
detained after dharna at
PM’s house”, July 22). If the
Congress truly stands with
aggrieved youth, it should

Authorities should address
legitimate questions
through clear
communication, while the
public should avoid
speculation to overshadow
genuine grievances.

Shreya Suman Mishra,
Hyderabad

of the public discourse has
shifted toward debating
hidden agendas and
questioning the motives
behind the protest. Such
discussions risk diverting
attention from the central
issue — the concerns raised
by the students. In
moments of public unrest,
transparency and verified
facts are essential.

larger demand is for
accountability, safe and
transparent examinations,
and a credible exam system
that restores confidence
among aspirants.
Krish Gupta,
Sonipat, Haryana

The protests have also
given rise to confusion and
competing narratives. Some

Specific Articles in the
Constitution guarantee the
freedom of speech and
expression, and the right to
assemble peacefully. These
rights form the foundation
of a democratic society. The
government must be
accountable to the people,
especially to the students
whose concerns deserve to
be heard with respect. The

demand a transparent
inquiry and sustained
accountability instead of
resorting to brief street
theatrics. The larger issue is
not which party scores
political points, but whether
the grievances of the
protesters are addressed
sincerely and promptly.
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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Brussels, July 21: The majority reportedly likes a
delicate shade of lilac but the British are a little
mi�ed over that. The French and Germans don’t
like the symbols. The others have proposed to
go on the cover. And there is the matter of
language. Such touchy issues as the colour of the
passport, what to stamp on top and the tongues
in which to print it keep intervening in the long
time quest for European unity.

Foreign Ministers of the nine Common Market
countries have been struggling this week with
the problems related to what is called a
‘uniform’ passport. The passport would be
issued by each country individually, but would
look the same for everybody.

Government heads of nine countries, which
have a total of 260 million people, agreed at a
summit last week to create the �rst popularly
elected European Parliament. There is a
European Parliament now but its 98 members
are appointed and have little power.

As another part of the e�ort to convince West
Europeans of progress towards unity, 106 young
women have been hired to stand at border
crossings and hand out lea�ets extolling the
accomplishments of the Common Market.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 23, 1976

European passport: colour
& symbol stand in the way

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Tuticorin, July 21: The Golden Car Festival of our
Lady of Snows will be celebrated this year on the
5th of August. It will be a great occasion in
Tuticorin, especially because this festival comes
after a lapse of nearly two decades. The Church
of our Lady of Snows is one of the few churches
in Southern India which can be legitimately
called historical. The immense popularity which
it has gained not only among Catholics but,
strange to say, also among Hindus and other
non-Catholics, is due to the miraculous statue
which it enshrines as also to its always being
associated with the name of St. Francis Xavier, at
whose intercession the miraculous statue was
presented to the Church by the Spanish Convent
nuns at Manila in the year 1555. The magni�cent
car which will be drawn through all the
principal streets in Tuticorin is very huge in
dimension, 50 ft, in height and gold gilt all over.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 23, 1926

The golden car festival at
Tuticorin

T
he unprecedented
protests by students
across the country
following the NEET

question paper leak are not
merely about one compromised
examination. They re�ect a
deeper crisis of con�dence in a
system that was projected as the
ultimate guardian of merit. When
lakhs of students lose faith in the
fairness of the process that
determines their future, the
nation’s conscience is shaken.

Tamil Nadu was the �rst State
to raise the red �ag against NEET
— not because of irregularities in
its conduct, but because of the
very philosophy behind a single,
high-stakes national examination
deciding the future of every
aspiring medical student. The
problem was structural, not
procedural. Recent events have
vindicated that concern.

The Union Government
introduced NEET with three
principal promises. First, that it
would reduce the burden of
multiple entrance examinations.
Second, that it would eliminate
the scourge of capitation fees and
commercialisation of medical
admissions. Third, that it would
improve standards by ensuring
only the most meritorious
students entered medical colleges,
thereby producing better doctors.

On every one of these counts,
NEET has failed.

Instead of reducing inequality,
it has merely shifted the centre of
learning from schools to coaching
centres. Merit is no longer
measured through sustained
academic performance but by the
ability to master coaching-centric
test-taking techniques. This has
disproportionately bene�ted those
who can a�ord expensive
coaching while disadvantaging
rural students, government school
students, �rst-generation learners,
and those studying in State Boards
and regional languages.

Countries such as the U.S.,
Canada, Australia and Germany
admit students through school
performance, standardisation
methods, and holistic evaluation —

not through a single nationwide
entrance examination. Where
entrance tests are used, they are
generally one component among
several, not the sole determinant.

NEET’s own experience further
exposes the myth of merit. The
qualifying threshold for
undergraduate admissions
remains remarkably low. For
postgraduate and super-speciality
admissions, qualifying percentiles
have repeatedly been reduced to
zero percentile and, in some
cases, even negative marks, simply
to �ll expensive private college
seats. If merit truly governed the
system, such extraordinary
relaxations would never become
necessary. Instead, the reality is
stark: poor students must
compete at the highest level for
limited government seats, while
those with �nancial means can
access private medical education
with far lower benchmarks. That is
not meritocracy; it is privilege
institutionalised.

Equally misplaced is the belief
that NEET has curbed
commercialisation. The coaching
industry has �ourished into a
multi-thousand-crore enterprise,
with families spending enormous
sums over several years to prepare
their children. The burden that
NEET promised to eliminate has
merely changed form — from
capitation fees to coaching fees.
Simultaneously, deemed
universities and private
self-�nancing medical colleges
have found new ways to
commercialise medical education.
Instead of demanding donations
upfront, many have increased
tuition fees and other charges,
making medical education
increasingly una�ordable. 

Tamil Nadu’s outlook
Tamil Nadu recognised these
concerns early. We constituted the
Justice A.K. Rajan Committee,
which concluded that NEET
neither improved medical
education nor ensured social
justice. Acting on its �ndings, the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
unanimously passed legislation

seeking exemption from NEET.
The Governor withheld assent.
The Union Government declined
to engage meaningfully with the
substance of the State’s concerns. 

If States are trusted to establish
institutions, recruit faculty,
maintain standards, and fund
medical education, they must also
be trusted to determine
admissions consistent with their
own educational systems and
social justice policies.

The solution lies in
strengthening school education,
restoring con�dence in School
Board assessments and allowing
States to formulate admission
policies suited to their
constitutional responsibilities and
local realities. Statistical
harmonisation can fairly compare
marks awarded by di�erent
Boards. States that seek
exemption from NEET should be
allowed to do so. Diversity in
admissions need not compromise
standards; it can strengthen both
equity and excellence.

Another aspect requiring
urgent reconsideration is the All
India Quota (AIQ). This judicially
created system diverts
State-funded medical seats to a
central pool, weakening
federalism, and social justice. It
disproportionately burdens
women as they are unlikely to
relocate to another State for
postgraduation, fails to address
regional disparities e�ectively, and
deprives States of the bene�ts of
their investments. 

The recent student protests
must serve as a wake-up call — not
merely to improve examination
security but to fundamentally
rethink the entire framework of
high-stakes national entrance
examinations. The Union
Government must hold
consultations with an open mind
rather than treating uniformity as
an end in itself. India does not
need greater centralisation. It
needs greater trust in its States, its
schools and its students.

The future of medical
education deserves a fairer and
more federal approach. 

NEET’s promise has failed; it’s time to trust States 

M.K. Stalin

Former Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu and
President, Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK)

The student
protests must
serve as a
wake-up call —
not merely to
improve exam
security but to
fundamentally
rethink the
entire
framework of
high-stakes
national
entrance exams

STATE OF PLAY

W
ithin weeks, the
Puducherry go-
vernment will pre-

sent its �rst Budget since the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) returned to power. A
maiden Budget is more than a
statement of accounts; it is a
government’s �rst declaration
of priorities — a blueprint for
development, welfare, infras-
tructure, and governance for
the coming year. 

Yet Puducherry approach-
es this constitutional exercise
under extraordinary circum-
stances. Even though more
than two months have passed
since Chief Minister N. Ranga-
samy of the All India N. R.
Congress (AINRC) took oath
on May 13, the Union Territory
(UT) still has no portfolio allo-
cation. Every Minister has ta-
ken the oath of o�ce, but
none has been assigned res-
ponsibility for a department.
Moreover, the Legislative As-
sembly has also not been de-
signated a permanent Speak-
er. The Budget, thereby, risks
becoming the �rst casualty of
an incomplete government. 

Every department contri-
butes to the Budget. Ministers
review expenditure, approve
new schemes, defend depart-
mental priorities, and remain
accountable before the As-
sembly for the money they
seek. In their absence, a fun-
damental question arises:
who is making these deci-
sions? The prolonged delay
has naturally fuelled specula-
tion that the issue is no longer
administrative but political.

The continued delay in
portfolio allocation, the ab-
sence of a permanent Speak-
er, and uncertainty surround-
ing other key institutional
appointments have only

strengthened the perception
that power-sharing within the
NDA remains unresolved.
Neither the AINRC nor the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
have explained why a sworn-
in Cabinet continues to func-
tion without responsibilities. 

The Speaker’s position il-
lustrates the problem. Pudu-
cherry continues under a Pro-
tem Speaker even as the
Budget session draws near. A
permanent Speaker is not a
ceremonial appointment post-
poned at convenience. The of-
�ce safeguards legislative pro-
cedure, presides over debates,
interprets Assembly rules,
and ensures that the Budget
receives proper scrutiny. 

The continued delay sends
the wrong signal about the go-
vernment’s preparedness. 

Absence of governance
Puducherry’s governance
structure has always been
more complex than that of a
full-�edged State. The elected
government shares executive
space with the Lieutenant Go-
vernor, whose constitutional
powers have frequently been
subjects of dispute. Successive
governments have expe-
rienced friction with the Raj
Nivas over appointments, ad-
ministrative authority, and
policy implementation. Mr.
Rangasamy himself recently
criticised sections of the bu-
reaucracy, remarking that ma-
ny o�cers posted to Pudu-
cherry treat the UT as a

temporary “vacation posting.”
If the Chief Minister himself
believes bureaucratic accoun-
tability is weak, the absence of
Ministers exercising political
oversight becomes even har-
der to justify. 

Meanwhile, governance
cannot be suspended. Tra�c
congestion continues to wor-
sen across the city. Power dis-
ruptions remain a recurring
public complaint. And with
the northeast monsoon only
months away, drainage and
�ood preparedness deserve
immediate review. Every one
of these sectors requires Mi-
nisters to make decisions and
answer to the public.

The Opposition parties in
the Assembly have also been
remarkably subdued. A go-
vernment entering its �rst
Budget without portfolios and
a permanent Speaker amid
persistent administrative un-
certainty should ordinarily
face sustained legislative pres-
sure. Instead, criticism has
been sporadic and fragment-
ed. Democracy depends not
only on governments willing
to govern but also on Opposi-
tions willing to scrutinise.

Supporters of the govern-
ment may argue that coalition
consultations take time. That
explanation may have been
acceptable immediately after
the election. It is considerably
less convincing after more
than two months. Citizens are
not interested in internal ne-
gotiations over portfolios;
they want to know who is res-
ponsible for transport, educa-
tion, health, electricity, �-
nance, and public works. 

Before deciding where pu-
blic money should go, the
NDA government must �rst
answer a simple question: has
it �nished deciding who is res-
ponsible for governing? 

The author is an architect
and urban policy researcher
based in Puducherry.

A budget without a proper government
In Puducherry, Ministers are yet to be assigned clear portfolios 

Amir Hyder Khan Abdoul

T
he Uni�ed District Infor-
mation System for Educa-
tion (UDISE) 2025-26 re-

port has raised concerns about
Children With Special Needs
(CWSN) enrolled in schools, whose
numbers have remained stagnant
over the past eight years despite
initiatives to get more of them en-
rolled. As per the data, there were
21.66 lakh CWSN in schools, a
number that has remained fairly
constant over the years (Chart 1).
While one could argue that the ov-
erall number of children enrolled
in schools has also remained fairly
the same, the other question to be
answered in this context is wheth-
er all the CWSN in the country are
getting enrolled in schools.

The 2011 Census said that there
were 32.5 lakh disabled children in
India, just under the age of nine. If
one were to include persons with
disability in the 10-19 age group,
the number increases to 78.7 lakh.
The number of CWSN in schools in
2025-26 were not even 30% of the
2011 Census data. Moreover, their
numbers would have surely grown
since. 

In the absence of Census data
and estimates of children with dis-
ability released by the government
in recent years, The Hindu used
the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5) data on disability and the
government’s population esti-
mates in the Report of The Techni-
cal Group on Population Projects
to estimate the number of CWSN
in the country. 

The estimate showed that the
number of CWSN in India could
have grown from 92.3 lakh to 98.8
lakh between 2018-19 and 2025-26.
These estimates when compared
with CWSN in schools showed
that, only 22% of the children
seem to have been enrolled in
schools (Chart 2). 

This is a conservative estimate
since the population estimates

could be calculated, as explained
above, only for the 5-14 age group.
This was compared with the total
number of CWSN enrolled across
primary, upper primary, secon-
dary and higher secondary stages,
which would include those who
are at least a year or two older
than 14.

Moreover, the number of CWSN
shrinks signi�cantly as they move
up di�erent stages of schooling.
The shrinking is more pronounced
among CWSN than the overall
number of students enrolled. Ta-
ble 1 shows the proportion of chil-
dren in upper primary, secondary
and higher secondary stages com-
pared with their numbers in the
stages before. 

Nearly 75% of CWSN who have
enrolled in primary school are in
upper primary, data showed. This
reduced to 48% between upper
primary and secondary, and 46%
between secondary and higher se-
condary levels. As the table shows,
these shares are higher for the ov-
erall number of children. 

The data also showed that the
gender distribution remained wor-
ryingly the same despite minor
�uctuations in the number of
CWSN enrolled. Only about 43 of
every 100 CWSN enrolled in
schools are girls (Chart 3). Howev-
er, the number of girls with special
needs dropping out of schools
seem to be lower than boys. The
number of girls with special needs
in upper primary level, for in-
stance, is about 80% of those in
primary level. 

Shashank Pandey, lawyer and
founder of the Politics and Disabil-
ity Forum, who works on political
representation of Persons with
Disabilities said that underreport-
ing of the numbers cannot be
ruled out. He told The Hindu that
at times the schools that provide
data for the UDISE reports are not
updated with the 21 categories of
disabilities now recognised by the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016, and still categorise stu-
dents based on the eight catego-
ries provided in the 2011 Census. 

Are children with special needs enrolled in schools in India?
The number of children with special needs in schools has remained fairly stagnant over the past eight years

Nitika Francis

DATA POINT
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Compensation for
persons killed in
Sikkim tunnel blast

5
in ₹ lakh, per person. The National

Hydroelectric Power Corporation

Limited (NHPC) has announced an

ex gratia payment of ₹5 lakh to the next of

kin of each person killed in the tunnel blast

at its under-construction Teesta Stage-VI

Hydroelectric Project in Sikkim. Rescue

operations are continuing round the clock.

Of the 25 personnel trapped in the tunnel,

13 bodies have been recovered so far. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Hamlets in �ood-hit
Kargil where water
supply was restored 

22
The administration restored

drinking water supply in 22

most flash flood-affected areas

of Kargil district through temporary

arrangements, while permanent

restoration of damaged infrastructure is

under way on a war footing, officials said.

The recent floods caused extensive

damage to infiltration galleries, collection

chambers, pipelines and headworks. PTI

Number of deaths 
in Congo due to the
Ebola outbreak

999
At least 999 people

have died in the

Democratic Republic

of the Congo’s Ebola outbreak, with 2,473

cases recorded since it was declared on

May 15. Health officials say it is the fastest

Ebola outbreak on record, with no

approved vaccines for the Bundibugyo

virus. Around 80% of new cases are linked

to unknown transmission chains. PTI

The population 
�gures in Cuba 
in 2025

9.4
million. Cuba’s population

fell to 9.4 million in 2025,

down from 9.7 million a

year earlier and just over 10 million in

2023, extending a downward trend driven

by an unprecedented wave of migration

amid the country’s prolonged economic

crisis. Cuba also has Latin America’s oldest

population, with people aged over 60

accounting for 27% of its residents. AFP

Sri Lanka’s export
earnings in
January-June 2026

9.012
in $ billion. Sri

Lanka’s export

earnings crossed

USD 9.012 billion during the first half of

2026, marking the first time that the

exports have exceeded USD 9 billion 

mark in the January–June period. The

total was more than 8% higher than the

same period last year. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
t least one of the 80 protesters
injured in police action during
the march to Parliament on
Monday ( July 20), called by the

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) sustained
pellet gun injuries. The victim identi�ed
as Shaikh Irshad Mansoori (25), a resident
of Gurugram, underwent surgery at a
government hospital to remove the pellets
lodged under his eye. Most pellets were
lodged in the upper part his body.

Another video of a woman being
stunned by a “shock baton,” also emerged
on Tuesday ( July 21). The use of pellet
guns and shock batons against civilian
protesters, appears to be the �rst in Delhi.

What are pellet guns?
Pellet guns, whose technical name is
‘pump action guns’, are a form of
non-lethal crowd-control method used by
police and military worldwide. The other
popular measures are tear gas, water
cannon, pepper spray and taser guns
among others.

Pellet guns are also popular in hunting
and pest control. Intended to immobilise
an individual, they are e�ective over short
ranges of up to 500 yards but when �red
from close quarters can be lethal,
particularly when sensitive parts like the
eyes are hit. The pellets can penetrate soft
tissues.

What happened during the July 20
protest in Delhi?
There are standing instructions to open
minimal �re at protesters and if necessary
“below their waist.” A cartridge of a pellet
gun contains a few hundred pellets made
of lead, which disperses a few hundred
metres when �red. Pellets can be of
various shapes either like ball bearings or
irregular. They are manufactured at the
Ordinance Factory, Ishapore.

While the Delhi Police have denied its
use against protesters, pellets guns and
shock batons are part of the gear of the
Rapid Action Force (RAF) —the anti-riot
unit under the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF)— which was deployed
alongside police personnel on July 20 and
continues to be deployed near the Jantar
Mantar protest site.

On Monday, the victim Shaikh Irshad
Mansoori was hit near Palika Bazaar by a
RAF o�cial. His friend said that there are
around 30-40 injuries on his face and
across his body. Four of them, including
one in the neck, had penetrated deeply,
which is why he underwent surgery.

Originally from Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Mansoori works at a private
company in Gurugram and was attending
the protests in solidarity. He also had
some visa-related work in New Delhi,
which he was supposed to �nish after the
protest.

What is the �rst known usage of
pellet guns?
Pellet guns were �rst deployed in Jammu

and Kashmir after Kashmir Valley’s
summer unrest of 2010 that claimed the
lives of 112 protesters in police �ring. The
then Congress-led government at the
Centre deployed pellet guns as a
“non-lethal” measure to avoid civilian
fatalities.

After violent protests broke out in the
Kashmir Valley post July 8, 2016 — when
the Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) commander
Burhan Wani was killed in an encounter
with security forces — several people were
blinded due to injuries in�icted by pellet
guns, used by the CRPF as a crowd
control measure.

Why were its speci�cations changed?
In 2016, the BJP-PDP government faced
severe criticism for using pellet guns, with
several political parties asking for its
complete withdrawal. Due to the use of
pellet guns, 13 people were killed in 2016
and more than 250 were injured, while
some lost their vision.

In 2017, a year later, the �rst batch of
less lethal “plastic bullets” were
dispatched to the Kashmir Valley. The

plastic bullets were tested at the Terminal
Ballistics Research Laboratory (TBRL) in
Chandigarh and could be �red from the
weapons that the security forces already
possessed. Instead of metal, this round of
ammunition had a plastic head.

In 2016, 1,022 CRPF personnel were
also injured in stone-pelting by protesters.
Of these, 956 were injured in the Valley
between July 8 and 16 during the unrest.

What is the last de�nitively known
use of pellet guns in the country?
They were last known to have been used
during the 2024 farmers protest at
Khanauri and Shambhu barriers along the
Punjab-Haryana border. Though the
police denied using pellet guns, farmer
leaders had alleged that several persons
were injured.

In 2023, they were used against
protesters in the ethnic-strife torn
Manipur, leading to a massive public
outrage.

What about shock batons?
Shock batons are also a part of the RAF
personnel gear.

In 2021, the Ministry of Home A�airs
(MHA), through the Border Security Force
(BSF), prescribed Qualitative
Requirements (QRs) for handheld ‘Shock
Batons’ intended for self-defence and
operational use by security personnel. It
said that the equipment should be light
weight, with a maximum weight of 1 kg
and a length of 450 mm to 700 mm,
ensuring ease of carriage and handling. It
must be constructed from high-impact
resistant material, capable of functioning
reliably in temperatures ranging from
−20°C to +50°C and o�ering a minimum
level of water resistance.

The shock baton should have a service
life of at least �ve years and be powered
by a rechargeable battery. Additional
requirements include the capability to
deliver at least 1,000 quarter-second
shock bursts on full charge, thereby
ensuring sustained operational
e�ectiveness in �eld conditions.

Are pellet guns being used at protests?
Pellet guns are used by police and military worldwide as a non-lethal crowd-control measure. They were last known to have been used during the 2024 farmers’ protest

along the Punjab-Haryana border. Though police denied their use, farmer leaders had alleged that several people were injured.

While Delhi Police has denied its use against protesters, pellet guns are part of the RAF’s gear. ANI

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

At least one of the 80
protesters injured in police
action during the march to
Parliament on Monday, called
by the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) sustained pellet gun
injuries.

�

Pellet guns were first deployed
in Jammu and Kashmir after
Kashmir Valley’s summer
unrest of 2010 that claimed the
lives of 112 protesters in police
firing.

Vijaita Singh

The story so far: 

M
obile internet services were
shut down in parts of Central
Delhi during the ‘Chalo
Sansad’ protest organised by

the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP).
Thousands of people gathered on the
opening day of the Parliament’s Monsoon
Session, to demand the resignation of
Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan following the NEET paper leaks
and irregularities in the CBSE school
examination process. The internet
shutdown, which remained in place until
the evening, drew condemnation from
the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF)
and the Software Freedom Law Centre,
India (SFLC).

What is an internet shutdown?
According to web rights advocacy
organisation Access Now, an internet
shutdown is de�ned as “an intentional

disruption of internet or electronic
communications, rendering them
inaccessible or e�ectively unusable, for a
speci�c population or within a location,
often to control the �ow of information.”
They take many forms, from full network
disruptions to slowing down internet
speed or blocking platforms.

Most internet shutdowns are ordered
when large numbers of people are
expected to gather for political reasons,
peaceful demonstrations, violent protests
or religious celebrations, according to the
International Federation of Journalists. 

Under Section 20(2)(b) of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023,
telecommunication services may be
suspended only on the occurrence of a
public emergency or in the interest of
public safety, on the grounds speci�ed in
that provision, and for reasons recorded
in writing. “A protest, by itself, is not a
lawful ground for suspending internet
services. Under Section 20(2) of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023, a

suspension may be ordered only during a
public emergency or in the interest of
public safety, and only for speci�ed
purposes such as maintaining public
order. The order must be reasoned,
published, limited in area and duration,
and issued by the competent authority
under the Telecommunications
Suspension Rules, 2024. The government
must also consider whether less
restrictive measures would be su�cient,”
said Apar Gupta, Advocate and Founder
of the Internet Freedom Foundation.

Which law governs internet
shutdowns?
Internet shutdowns in India were earlier
governed by Section 5(2) of the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Temporary
Suspension of Telecom Services (Public
Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017.
These have now been replaced by Section
20 of the Telecommunications Act, 2023
and the Telecommunications (Temporary
Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024.

Despite the updated legal framework, a
review by the Digital Defenders Network
found that several shutdown orders
issued by State governments since late
2024 continue to invoke the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 and the 2017 Rules.

For instance, the Secretary, Home
Department, Uttar Pradesh, issued an
internet suspension order applicable to
the district of Bareilly on October 2, 2025,
invoking Section 7 of the Telegraph Act
read with Rule 2(1) of the 2017 Rules. 

By continuing to rely on these outdated
provisions, some States appear to have
bypassed the procedural safeguards
introduced under the 2024 Rules. 

The current suspension order accessed
by The Hindu as released by the Ministry
of Home A�airs, was imposed across 150
cell sites according to an Industry source.
It stated that the order was imposed
under Clause (b) of Sub-section (2) of
Section 20 of The Telecommunication
Act, 2023 read with 2024 Rules. 

Where does India stand in terms of
internet shutdowns?
India continues to record one of the
highest numbers of internet shutdowns in
the world. Access Now’s 2025 report
recorded 65 shutdowns across 12 States
and Union Territories. 

Jammu & Kashmir has recorded the
highest number of internet shutdowns in
the country, with about 449 since 2012,
followed by Rajasthan (115) and Manipur
(62), as per the SFLC Internet Shutdown

Tracker. India has recorded about 24
shutdowns in 2026 (as of July 22).

What limits has the SC placed?
In Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India
(2020), the Supreme Court held that
access to the internet is closely connected
to the freedoms of speech and trade
under Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).

The Court held that any shutdown
must be backed by law, pursue a
legitimate objective, be necessary and
proportionate, and be the least restrictive
measure available. Orders must also be
limited in scope and duration,
accompanied by detailed reasons,
published and reviewed by a competent
committee. The Court observed that
“complete broad suspension of telecom
services, be it the internet or otherwise,
must be considered by the State only if
‘necessary’ and ‘unavoidable’. 

Can orders be challenged in court?
Yes. A shutdown may be challenged
before a High Court under Article 226 or,
in an appropriate case, before the
Supreme Court under Article 32. Courts
can examine whether the order was
lawful, proportionate and properly
limited in area and duration.

“Inde�nite suspensions are unlawful.
The government must publish its orders
and provide reasons capable of judicial
review. Under the 2024 Rules, a
suspension order cannot remain in force
for over 15 days,” Mr. Gupta said

Where does the law stand 
on internet shutdowns?
What questions arise following the internet shutdown in Delhi during the CJP protest?

Rizmi Lia M.
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X

QUESTION 1

Of the 22 editions held so far,
which country has hosted the
most Games?
X

QUESTION 2

Which city was confirmed in
2022 as the host but pulled
out because of cost factors
and which Asian country also
backed out leading to
Glasgow agreeing to do the
honours?
X

QUESTION 3

How many core sports and
medals are on o�er at the
Glasgow Games?
X

QUESTION 4

Who was the first Indian to

win a Gold medal at the Games
and how many medals has
India won since its debut in
1934?
X

QUESTION 5

This Indian won 15 medals at
the Games and his sport has
given India the most gold (63)
and total tally of medals (135).
Name him and sport.
X

QUESTION 6

Which Olympic medallists will
carry the Indian tricolour and
bear the ceremonial baton at
the Glasgow 2026 opening
ceremony?
X

QUESTION 7

In which sports are Nayan Moni
Saikia, Pranati Nayak, and
Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam
expected to shine for India?

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. On this day in 1992, this Colombian drug smuggler
escaped from a luxurious prison—that he had built. Known
as La Catedral, the prison was part of a unique deal he had
reached with the Colombian government. Name the
smuggler. Ans: Pablo Escobar

2. On this day in 1933, this American aviator completed the
first solo flight around the world. Ans: Wiley Post

3. On this day in 1923, this American baseball player
became the first pitcher in the MLB to strike out 3,000
batters. Ans: Walter Johnson

4. This American author of poetry, prose was born on this
day in 1849. She is remembered for her 1883 sonnet, "The
New Colossus", which was inspired by the Statue of Liberty.
Identify her. Ans: Emma Lazarus

5. This English film director and actor, who is best
remembered for several horror films: Frankenstein (1931), ,
The Invisible Man (1933) and Bride of Frankenstein was born
on this day in 1889. Ans: James Whale

Visual: Identify this German astronomer born on this day in
1784. He made the first measurement of the distance of a
star other than the Sun. Ans: Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel

Early birds: Neil Lall| Arun Kumar Singh| Dil Bahadur Airee|
Pulkit Sathe| Sumana Dutta

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the Commonwealth Games, as the 2026 edition begins in Glasgow today

X

Visual question: Name this mascot for the Glasgow Games and
what type of creature is it? REUTERS

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V.V. Ramanan

What is the origin of “red tape”? (T.
Malavika, Bangalore)
The complaint that most people have
against all government organisations is
that there are too many bureaucratic
procedures to be followed. There are so
many rules that nothing ever gets done
quickly — everything happens in slow
motion. This is what we mean by red
tape; o�cial rules which make it
impossible for things to get done quickly.
Here are a few examples:

My leave application has been held up
by red tape.

Vijay says he knows how to cut through
the red tape.

Why “red” and not some other colour?
The idiom owes its origin to the practice
begun by government o�cials in England
in the 17th century. They were in the habit
of tying o�cial documents with a ribbon
that was red in colour — some people
argue that the ribbon was closer to pink
than red! The expression “red tape” was
introduced by Charles Dickens and made
popular by Thomas Carlyle. By the 19th
century the idiom began to mean “o�cial
sluggishness”. If you have a ‘red tape
mind”, you apply rules blindly.

What is the di�erence between
“battle” and “war’? (M. Deepa,
Chennai)
The word “war” is normally used to refer
to the duration of �ghting between two
factions — it could be two countries,
states, etc. A war may last a few days or a
few years. We talk about the Hundred
Years War, etc. Usually in a war we have
very heavy casualties. A “battle”, on the
other hand, is usually fought between two
armies or two groups. A battle doesn’t
usually last as long as a war. A war can
consist of several battles. An army may
lose several battles, but ultimately win the
war. During World War II, Germany won
many battles, but ended up losing the
war.

What is the di�erence between “its”
and “it’s”? (P. Mahadevan, Mysore)
The word “it's’, which is normally used in
informal writing, is the abbreviated form
of “it is”. For example, we can say, “It’s a
wonderful day”, “It’s a boy” to mean “It is
a wonderful day” and “It is a boy”. “It’s”
is also used as a short form of “It has”.
Here are a few examples.

It’s been a lovely day. (It has been a
lovely day).

It’s been hard work. (It has been hard
work).

The word “its” is used to indicate
possession — just like the word “hers”.
For example:

The little baby fell o� its chair.

How do you pronounce the word
“xenophobia”? (M. P. Chinnaraj,
Erode)
The “x” is pronounced like the “z” in
“zen” and “zip”. The �rst syllable “xeno”
rhymes with the words “men” and “hen”.
The �rst “o” is like the “a” in “China”,
while the second is like the “o” in “so’ and
“no”. The �nal “ia” is like the “ea” in
“dear”, “near”, and “fear”. The word
means extreme fear or dislike of people
from other countries. If you hate
foreigners, then you could say that you
are xenophobic. Here are a few examples.

Malathy is too xenophobic to go
abroad.

Bala’s xenophobia prevented him from
meeting some interesting people.
Published in The Hindu on May 15, 2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

T
his year, an image that seized
the digital world was that of a
speedboat capsizing in the
rough seas o� Phu Quoc,

Vietnam – a few terrifying minutes of
unspeakable tragedy, repeated endlessly
across news feeds. Stories of drowning
have piled up elsewhere too: children
dying on their way to school, cars swept
away by rivers in spate, farmers and
�shermen swallowed whole, a woman
taken by the sea while clutching an idol of
her favourite god.

According to the World Health
Organization, 3,00,000 people die by
unintentional drowning every year. Since
the publication of WHO’s �rst global
report on drowning in 2014 we are only
just beginning to recognise this barely
understood public health crisis.

And yet, since days of yore, literature
has been obsessed with drowning. From
the Mesopotamian epic poem The ‘Epic
of Gilgamesh’, Homer’s ‘Odyssey’,
Ganga’s drowning of the seven sons she
bore with King Shantanu in the
Mahabharata, and Shakespeare’s Ophelia
in ‘Hamlet’, to modern depictions such as
Sylvia Plath’s ‘The Bell Jar’, literary texts
have been replete with incidents of
drowning.

With the uneasy conscience of a public
health advocate, I �nd myself asking, has
literature been guilty of aestheticising this
terrible death? Or has it, in fact, been
slipping us powerful diagnostic clues and
decoders that we have chosen to ignore?

The face of drowning
I turn �rst to Shakespeare’s Ophelia,
Hamlet’s beloved, who dies by drowning.
Ophelia’s wonderous death is described
by Gertrude as a beautiful tableau: “Her
clothes spread wide and Mermaid like...”
decked in fantastic garlands of crow
�owers, nettles, daisies and long purples,
she sank.

The feminist literary critic Elaine
Showalter in her seminal 1985 essay,
“Representing Ophelia,” reminds us that
Ophelia’s unintentional drowning is the
textual archetype of woman as madness
or madness as woman. Elizabethan
culture would have diagnosed Ophelia’s
condition as an excess of female
love-melancholy, or erotomania. Male
melancholy, of the kind associated with
Hamlet, is linked to intellectual and
imaginative genius. A women’s
melancholy, by contrast, is biological and
dangerous. Such is the power of this
scene that in 1942, phenomenologist
Gaston Bachelard categorised death by
drowning as a truly feminine death – a
passive, beautiful immersion in the
softness and �uidity of water.

A violent death
Over time, Ophelia has been resurrected
again and again. Her visibility in painting,
theatre and popular culture — from
Odilon Redon’s ‘Ophelia Among the
Flowers’ to Bob Dylan’s ‘Desolation Row’
— stands in inverse relation to her
invisibility in critical texts. The English
Pre-Raphaelites were obsessed with her
death. John Everett Millais’s Ophelia
—sensuous, �oral, every botanical detail
luminous — turned her into the very face
of drowning and irreversibly shaped the
idea that it is silent, calm, and painless.

But drowning is a horribly violent

death. It is respiratory impairment caused
by submersion or immersion in liquid. We
do not often hear the violence because
drowning is literally silent.
Physiologically, when a person is
drowning, it is almost impossible to
scream or make any sound because the
airways collapse and the lungs �ood with
water.

That silence has been appropriated for
centuries by great literary works as a
political and narrative tool. Drowning is
often the death given to those pushed to
the margins. Consider Maggie Tulliver in
George Eliot’s novel, The Mill on the Floss.
Maggie dies in a �ood while trying to
rescue her brother Tom. It is not a
suicide, but it performs a similar narrative
function. Maggie is a problem the novel’s
social world cannot solve: her errant
sexuality compromises her and it is
di�cult to return her to any respectable
future. Her drowning in the �ood is an
erasure. Contemporary �ction set in the
Global South has often o�ered a
counterpoint to the elegant drowning of
Ophelia. Most recently, in Megha
Majumdar’s A Guardian and a Thief, a
work of climate �ction set in dystopic
future where Calcutta has been overcome
by famine and lawlessness, drowning
becomes collateral damage in a world of
climate precarity. As a starving mob
clamours for rice, a ferry overturns and
hundred drown.

A fearful phantom
The one recent novel that situates
drowning within an epic sweep and
presents it as an elusive, little-understood,
and fearful phantom is Abraham

Verghese’s The Covenant of Water. Set in
Parambil, a �ctional Kerala town,
traversing three generations of an
Orthodox Christian family, drowning is a
lived experience, a daily threat, and also a
family curse in this health-humanities text
par-excellence.

In Big Ammachi’s family, men die by
drowning. It is a curse and a mysterious
‘condition’ to which one family member,
usually a male, succumbs generation after
generation, until Mariamma, a gifted
doctor, diagnoses it as a medical ailment
which can be treated. From what is
perceived as a dark curse, we come into
the light and are granted a diagnosis and
cure.

Yet what is most riveting in this tale, is
the inexplicability and suddenness of
these drownings – such as that of
10-year-old JoJo who drowns in an
irrigation ditch after falling from a
coconut tree. The ditch is so shallow that
Ammachi’s spine jars when she jumps
into it to save her little boy. These deaths
are documented on a crumbling
parchment. JoJo’s father, Big Appachen,
cannot inscribe the details of his son’s
death into this family document because
he himself had never attended school
which was across the river. Fear of
drowning kept him unlettered. Big
Ammachi delicately scribbles the cause
and year of death next to JoJo’s name –
Death in an Irrigation Ditch, 1908.
Ironically, this fragile family parchment
shines as a death register more detailed
and accurate than the records on
drowning available in many countries.

Lack of accurate data, hurried burials,
weak death registration systems and the

unreliability of verbal autopsies are
among many reasons why global data on
drowning remains severely
underreported.

The viral body
In contemporary literature, drowning
continues to be a persistent literary trope
partly because drowning is more
common than we assume. But also
because this death is like the element in
which it occurs – water itself: a metaphor
for power and also a canvas for sublime
aesthetics.

In the new visual culture of the digital
age, shaped by the voyeuristic pleasure of
witnessing dying moments livestreamed,
literature’s long work of interpreting
drowning has been overtaken by CCTV
footage and mobile phone recordings.
Ophelia’s drowning has been replaced by
algo-feeding images of a man �ashing his
phone atop a bottomless construction pit
– the phone light slowly fading away as
the man sinks while bystanders record a
video of his drowning. 

Drowning has been released from its
historical role as metaphor and
transformed into spectacle. The beautiful
drowned woman of literature has given
way to the viral drowning body. Yet as
public health begins to recognise that
data alone cannot tell the whole story and
looks for clues in people’s lives, perhaps
literature can rescue drowning from
spectacle — not by aestheticising death,
but by restoring it as a preventable
tragedy and a matter of social justice and
accountability.
(Lopa Ghosh is an author and global policy
expert.)

The death we misunderstand: re�ecting
on literary depictions of drowning
From ancient epics to contemporary �ction, drowning has been a recurring literary obsession — and an overlooked human catastrophe. In today’s

digital world, perhaps literature can rescue drowning from spectacle by presenting it as a preventable tragedy and a matter of social justice

Deadly depths: According to the World Health Organization, 3,00,000 people die by unintentional drowning every year. PTI

Lopa Ghosh
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Mr. Sankaranarayanan submitted that despite the
Supreme Court’s directions in the Ramlila Maidan
case (2012) to frame standing orders governing
police action during protests, no such SOP had
been implemented. “Tear gas, which should be
the last resort, was used against students and even
mothers carrying children,” he said. He also re-
ferred to videos allegedly showing lathis �tted
with nails and claimed that Additional DCP San-
deep Lamba was seen slapping a woman standing
on the sidelines of the protest.

Public anger 
Senior advocate Vikas Singh, representing peti-
tioners, submitted that the students had been
protesting for nearly 20 days over alleged irregu-
larities in the NEET before deciding to march to
Parliament. “The assembly comprised students,
doctors, paramedical sta�, and others with grie-
vances regarding NEET. It was peaceful and not
unlawful. Even if it was unlawful, there is a pre-
scribed method to deal with it,” Mr. Singh argued.

Mr. Raju, however, contended that prohibitory
orders under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita had been promulgated and were
widely publicised, including through social me-
dia. He described the petitions as “publicity-seek-
ing” and argued that individuals alleging assault
should pursue remedies before the jurisdictional
magistrates if they believed cognisable o�ences
had been committed. The Bench, however, ex-
pressed reservations about treating the allega-
tions as individual instances. “Is it a case of some
isolated individual incidents? Perhaps not,” the
court observed. Mr. Hariharan argued that even if
prohibitory orders had been imposed, the police
were required to follow established procedures
before resorting to force.

Recording that the petitioners had already ap-
proached the National Human Rights Commission
but had received no response, the Bench directed
the Centre to submit its response.

The matter will next be heard on September 11.

Delhi HC seeks govt.’s
reply on police action

Earlier, replying to a brief discussion on the �ood
situation in the State Assembly, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pijush Hazarika said the disaster in
Sivasagar, Charaideo, and Jorhat districts, “which
rarely experience �oods of this magnitude”, has
been unprecedented. He said the authorities in
these districts were caught o�-guard after a cloud-
burst in the adjoining Nagaland triggered a mas-
sive �ow of water. The cloudburst in Nagaland’s
Mon district caused multiple landslides, killing at
least nine people on July 19.

“These areas are witnessing such a devastating
�ood in more than 60 years. This is a natural ca-
lamity of an unprecedented scale,” Mr. Hazarika
said.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who
toured the a�ected districts on Wednesday, said
the areas that normally experience high �oods an-
nually have not been a�ected much this time. “We
have to get to the bottom of the problemand dis-
cuss with Nagaland how to deal with it,” he said.

10 more deaths raise
Assam �ood toll to 41

The government on Wed-
nesday moved up a notch
its engagement with prot-
esters against the NEET
paper leak, with Union Mi-
nisters J.P. Nadda and Jiten-
dra Singh meeting activist
Sonam Wangchuk, who
responded from hospital
with a statement that he
was willing to call o� the
hunger strike if the Centre
gave an assurance that no
punitive or retaliatory ac-
tion would be taken
against the protesting
students.

Mr. Wangchuk’s state-
ment also said that the Mi-
nisters assured him of “a
meaningful discussion in
Parliament to ensure ac-
countability, including
consideration of the resig-
nation of the Education Mi-
nister”. 

The statement appeared
to be a change from earlier,
when the resignation of
the Education Minister had
been the top demand.

Late on Tuesday even-
ing, Mr. Nadda and Mr.
Singh, after a marathon
meeting with Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, made their
way to Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram, where Mr.
Wangchuk has now been
moved for treatment, and,
as per sources, urged Mr.
Wangchuk to appeal to stu-
dents to repose faith in the
government’s process and
avoid further escalation.

By evening, Mr. Wang-
chuk put out his state-
ment, where he noted that
he had been visited by
around 65 MPs from va-
rious political parties who
had also urged him to end
his strike. 

He therefore requested
“an unequivocal assurance
from the government that
none of the young protes-
ters will face any punitive
or retaliatory legal action
for participating in this
movement. Their only “of-
fence” has been to raise
their voice for a fair and ac-
countable education
system”.

Along with States
Sources in the government
said they were also going to
coordinate with State go-
vernments on working out
compensation for families
that lost their children be-
cause of death by suicide
attributed to cancellation
of the NEET examination.

Addressing a press con-
ference on Wednesday
evening, Mr. Nadda, the
main interlocutor for the
government, said he was in
talks with the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP), and had
met the delegation from
that organisation, Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka,
in a “good atmosphere”
and had asked them to put
their demands in writing. 

“We are in talks and we
will continue to engage,”
he said but admitted that
no meeting with CJP lead-
ers took place on
Wednesday.

The Union Minister reit-
erated that Parliament was
the correct forum to dis-
cuss the issue threadbare
and that it required the go-
vernment and the Opposi-
tion to come up with long-
lasting solutions for the
paper leakage issue.

The government, there-
fore, appears to be more
proactive in its outreach to
quell the storm of protests
on the NEET issue.

Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda addressing a press conference at

the BJP headquarters over the government’s engagement. PTI

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Centre reaches out 
to Wangchuk; activist
seeks protection for
protesting students

T
housands of people
continued to pour
into the Cockroach

Janta Party (CJP) protest
site at Jantar Mantar in the
heart of Delhi on Wednes-
day, while hundreds more
protested outside the en-
trance towards Sansad
Marg.

By late evening, the
protesters spilled onto San-
sad Marg, the arterial road
linking Connaught Place
and Parliament House,
leading to a stand-o� with
security personnel. Wit-
nesses said security forces
�red at least two tear-gas
shells in an attempt to dis-
perse the protesters.

Earlier, CJP chief spo-
kesperson Saurav Das told
the media that the police
informed them that Union
Minister J.P. Nadda wanted
to speak to them. “They in-
vited us to his residence,
but we declined. A janata
darbar (public meeting) is
being held here, and if the
Ministers want to talk, they
should come to the peo-
ple,” he said. However, he
added that if the govern-
ment was concerned about
security at the protest site,

CJP representatives were
willing to meet at a neutral
venue near Jantar Mantar,
but they were still waiting
to hear back from the go-

vernment. The CJP also re-
quested activist Sonam
Wangchuk to end his fast.
“Your sacri�ce has in-
spired a generation... We

promise that the �ght for
examination justice will
continue until our de-
mands are met,” the CJP
said in an open letter to Mr.
Wangchuk.

At the protest site, as the
crowd swelled, announce-
ments were made multiple
times to maintain peace.
Appeals were made to
raise only slogans for Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation and
not any abusive slogans.

Injured, but not scared
Some people came for the
protest with visible injuries
sustained in police action.
Sachin Rawat, 27, with
wounds on his forehead
and arms, said he was in-
jured the day the police
forcibly removed Mr.
Wangchuk. “The system
should change. Dharmen-
dra Pradhan ko resign kar-
na padega [Pradhan has to
quit],” he said.

At the venue, Akhilesh
Pratap Singh, 22, and oth-
ers were distributing san-
dals to people who lost or
damaged theirs during the
march or at the venue. “I
work as a cashier, but have
taken leave for the last six
days. Till the issue is re-
solved, I will be here,” he
said.

Ministers can meet us at
Jantar Mantar, says CJP

Voicing out: Cockroach Janta Party supporters protesting at Jantar

Mantar in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

As the crowd swells in the heart of Delhi, CJP spokesperson says they refused invite to meet Union

Minister Nadda and urged Wangchuk to end fast; some protesters injured in police action back

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday declined to in-
itiate suo motu proceed-
ings to take cognisance of
alleged police excesses
during the July 20 crack-
down on student protes-
ters in the national capital.

When a lawyer submit-
ted to the Bench that there
was videographic evidence
of police brutality, Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant orally declined to exa-
mine the videos, saying
that the court’s time

should not be “wasted”.
Mentioning the matter

before a Bench headed by
the Chief Justice, the la-
wyer urged the court to
take cognisance of the al-
leged police violence. 

He pointed out that
thousands of students had
gathered for the “Chalo
Sansad” protest organised
by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), demanding
fair entrance examina-
tions, reforms in the Na-
tional Testing Agency
(NTA), and the resignation
of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan

over alleged examination
paper leaks.

‘Taking brutal action’
“The protest is already go-
ing on at Jantar Mantar.
The police are taking bru-
tal actions,” the lawyer
submitted. The Chief Jus-
tice, however, cut him
short. “Don’t waste our
time, and don’t waste your
time,” he told the lawyer.

The lawyer nevertheless
attempted to persuade the
Bench, submitting that the
protest centred on issues
a�ecting lakhs of students,
including the conduct of

the NEET examination and
reforms in the NTA.

As the Bench, also com-
prising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohan, indi-
cated that it was not in-
clined to hear him further,
the lawyer said he had a
collection of videos pur-
portedly showing police
personnel assaulting un-
armed protesters and of-
fered to place them before
the court. “We are not in-
terested in videos. We
don’t have time to watch
them,” the Chief Justice ob-
served, declining the re-
quest for urgent hearing.

‘Don’t waste our time’: CJI declines to
take cognisance of ‘police violence’
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

A delegation of 15 MPs
from the INDIA bloc was
stopped on Wednesday by
the Haryana Police from
meeting climate activist So-
nam Wangchuk at the Me-
danta Hospital here. The
MPs later handed over a
letter to his wife Gitanjali J.
Angmo, urging the activist
to end his fast but continue
the protest. 

Led by Aam Aadmi Par-
ty Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh, the delega-
tion said 55 MPs had signed
the letter. “There is no per-
mission to meet him and
hand over this letter. They
are saying it is a medical
protocol,” Mr. Singh said
outside the hospital. He ad-
ded: “What is the job of the
police here? Why are they
stopping us? Do they want
to kill Sonam Wangchuk?”

The delegation included
MPs from Samajwadi Par-
ty, Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Communist Party of India,
and Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha. Before it arrived, se-
curity outside the hospital
was tightened with the de-
ployment of an anti-riot
vehicle and a commando
squad.

“It is a matter of grave
regret that we were not al-

lowed to meet him and it is
yet another example of dic-
tatorship,” Mr. Singh said.
“The court says that he is
not under detention, still
you can see the huge pre-
sence of policemen...,” he
added.

Samajwadi Party MP Ra-
jeev Rai said Ms. Angmo
told them that Mr. Wang-
chuk wanted to end his fast
after receiving their letter.
“We were not allowed to
meet him and give the let-
ter. It smacks of a conspira-
cy that the government
does not want him to with-
draw his fast-unto death,”
he said.

Speaking outside the
hospital, Ms. Angmo said
her husband’s “vital pa-
rameters are �ne, but mus-
cle mass is decreasing.” “It
is not life threatening, but
he has weakened,” she

said, adding that Mr. Wang-
chuk had decided to break
his fast after receiving the
letter but is seeking an as-
surance from the govern-
ment that “no injustice is
done to protesters.” “So-
nam has written to Union
Ministers J. P. Nadda and Ji-
tendra Singh that he needs
assurance that nothing
wrong would be done to
the students. No FIRs
would be registered
against them,” she said.
“This entire agitation is for
students and their future,
so it is our responsibility
that they are not harmed in
any way,” she said.

Mr. Wangchuk was ad-
mitted to Medanta on
Tuesday evening and is
currently in the ICU, the
hospital said in a health
bulletin on Wednesday
afternoon.

INDIA bloc MPs stopped from
meeting activist in hospital
Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

INDIA bloc MPs sitting on the pavement outside Medanta Hospital 

in Gurugram after the police refused them entry. ASHOK KUMAR

A 19-year-old protester hit
by a pellet gun during pol-
ice action at the Cockroach
Janta Party’s (CJP) July 20
march to Parliament may
lose vision in his right eye,
his family said.

Sahil Lochab, a resident
of Najafgarh in southwest
Delhi, underwent a sur-
gery to remove pellets at
the AIIMS Jai Prakash Na-
rayan Apex Trauma Centre
on Tuesday. Doctors have
informed that there is only
a “1% chance” of vision re-
turning in the injured eye
as the pupil was damaged,
his family said.

Mr. Lochab, who wants
to join the police, is a stu-
dent of Delhi University’s
School of Open Learning.
His mother, Jyoti, said, “He
had attended the CJP prot-
ests before and went again
on Monday, saying it was
important and would help
his studies... He always
wanted to become a police
o�cer. He is pursuing a
distance-learning course
while preparing for com-
petitive exams.”

Ms. Jyoti said that her
son will undergo another
surgery soon.

Parvesh, a childhood
friend of Mr. Lochab, said,

“Sahil said he was hit di-
rectly in his eye. From
what we have been told, a
second operation for his
pupils will determine
whether his vision will re-
turn to normal.” He added
that Mr. Lochab is not yet
able to see and is in a lot of
pain.

Though Delhi Police had
denied the use of pellet
guns, Mr. Lochab’s family
said it was told that the in-
juries were caused by pel-
lets. A hospital source con-
�rmed it.

On Wednesday, The Hin-
du reported that how pel-
let guns, technically
known as pump action
guns, were likely used
against protesters on July
20. 

This was the �rst known
instance of security forces
using pellet guns on civi-

lians in Delhi. One of the
80 injured protesters,
identi�ed as Shaikh Irshad
Mansoori, underwent sur-
gery at Lady Hardinge
Medical College on Tues-
day to remove a metal pel-
let lodged under his eye.

Mr. Mansoori will un-
dergo another surgery and
is likely to be transferred to
another hospital. A hospi-
tal source said the pellets
that have injured the two
were of metal, not plastic.

Pellets guns and shock-
batons are part of the gear
of the Rapid Action Force
(RAF), the specialised anti-
riot unit under the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), which was de-
ployed alongside Delhi Pol-
ice on Monday in and
around Jantar Mantar. RAF,
being a Central force, was
deployed at the request of
Delhi Police and remained
under its operational con-
trol at the time of incident.

There has been no res-
ponse from the CRPF on
the use of pellet guns.

Meanwhile, Sakshi, 21,
who sustained critical inju-
ries during the protest,
was removed from ventila-
tor support after she res-
ponded to treatment, as
per a statement by Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital
on Wednesday.

Protester hit by pellets could
lose vision in right eye: family
Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

A protester, who sustained

pellet injuries, before surgery.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Mumbai Police de-
tained more than 400
protesters at two locations
in the Maharashtra capital
during demonstrations de-
manding action over the
alleged NEET paper leak. 

Prohibitory orders were
enforced at the two venues
— Shivaji Park and Dr. Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar Udyan
Chowk in Chembur —
where protests were or-
ganised without prior per-
mission, police sources
said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aditya Thackeray and
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena leader Amit Thacke-
ray visited a police station
in Dadar later in the day,
following which several of
those held were released. 

In Bihar capital, the pol-
ice used batons, water can-
nons and tear gas to dis-
perse activists of All India
Students’ Association (AI-
SA), who took out a march
seeking the resignation of
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. 

Hundreds of AISA acti-
vists, joined by local stu-
dents and members of the
Left party’s student wing,

�rst gathered at Gandhi
Maidan in Patna and tried
to march towards Lok Bha-
van. At several places, pol-
ice used water cannons
and tear gas to disperse the
crowd. However, protes-
ters managed to reach the
vicinity of Lok Bhavan and
the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence. They allegedly
threw stones at the police,
injuring several personnel.
Several protesters were al-
so injured when resorted
to baton-charge. 

Defending the police ac-
tion, a senior police o�cer
said the protesters at-
tempted to breach security
arrangements.

Over 400 protesters
detained in Mumbai;
Patna sees clashes
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI/ PATNA

Anna Hazare
urges Modi to
initiate talks

MUMBAI

Dialogue is superior to conflict,

social activist Anna Hazare said

on Wednesday in a letter to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

He said he was pained by

reports of police action and

stressed that the government

should resolve people’s

concerns through dialogue and

not through suppression. 

The Supreme Court Bar
Association, the Supreme
Court Advocates-on-
Record Association, and
several Delhi lawyers
condemned the police

action on students and
sought a probe.

Lawyers providing pro
bono legal aid to detained
students alleged that the
police had neither shared
copies of FIRs nor
disclosed the names,
delaying legal assistance.

Lawyers call for probe
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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A
mid repeated dis-
ruptions, Parlia-
mentary A�airs Mi-

nister Kiren Rijiju on
Wednesday told the Lok
Sabha that the government
was ready for a discussion
on the NEET paper leak,
even as Opposition parties
insisted that Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan resign over the
controversy.

The Opposition protests
led to repeated adjourn-
ments of the House as soon
as the proceedings started
at 11 a.m. When the Lok
Sabha reassembled at
noon, Speaker Om Birla
asked Mr. Rijiju to make a
statement.

Congress leader K.C. Ve-
nugopal intervened, saying
the Opposition’s demand
went beyond a discussion
and included Mr. Prad-
han’s resignation.

“Our demand is simple.
When the entire nation is
feeling the pain of our stu-
dents, all other business of
the House should be set
aside and this burning is-
sue should be the top
priority for Parliament,”
Mr. Venugopal said. 

He demanded that Mr.

Birla allow an adjournment
motion — a parliamentary
device where the House
adjourns all other business
and starts debating the
subject for which the mo-
tion has been moved.

Responding to him, Mr.
Rijiju said the government
was ready for a discussion
on the issue. 

He said the Speaker
would hold consultations
with �oor leaders to decide
the rules, date, and dura-
tion of the debate.

Disruptions and protest
Mr. Birla then said he had
heard the views of all sides,
as well as the government’s
willingness to discuss the
matter “with an open
mind”. 

He urged the Opposition
members to participate in
the debate instead of enter-
ing the Well of the House
and disrupting
proceedings.

Amid slogan shouting
by the Opposition mem-
bers, the House was again
adjourned till 2 p.m. 

The Congress and Sa-
majwadi Party MPs were
dressed in black to protest
against the alleged paper
leak and the police action
against demonstrators at
Jantar Mantar and
elsewhere.

Later, speaking to repor-
ters outside Parliament,
Mr. Rijiju said the govern-
ment was prepared for a
“detailed discussion” so
that the country could
know the steps taken to ad-
dress the controversy.

The Union Minister ac-
cused the Opposition of
preferring street protests
over a parliamentary de-
bate, saying that issues af-
fecting students and the
youth should be discussed
in Parliament. 

“Street protests will not
yield results,” Mr. Rijiju
said.

Separately, Mr. Pradhan
met the Speaker in Parlia-
ment House.

The Opposition has
been pressing for a discus-
sion on alleged examina-
tion irregularities while in-
sisting on Mr. Pradhan’s
resignation over his han-
dling of the issue.

Govt. ready for discussion
on NEET paper leak: Rijiju

Taking questions: Union Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in Lok Sabha

during the Monsoon Session of Parliament on Wednesday. ANI

Minister says Speaker will hold consultations and decide rules, date, duration of debate; Congress

leader seeks adjournment motion to set aside all other business; demands Pradhan’s resignation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Asking the Opposition
to join the debate in
the House, Rijiju says
street protests will
not yield results

The Opposition parties
need to step up pressure
on the government both
within and outside Parlia-
ment, Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi said on
Wednesday, even as he
reassured all allies at an IN-
DIA bloc meeting that the
Congress believes in better
coordination between
them. 

His remarks come a day
after the Congress dharna
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s doorstep, with sev-
eral allies reportedly upset
that they were not kept in
the loop about that plan.

At a press conference in
the evening, when asked
about the Opposition’s fu-
ture strategy and whether
the Parliament would func-
tion or not, Mr. Gandhi
said, “This is a decision for
the meeting tomorrow
morning. There is a meet-
ing of Opposition leaders,
it is disrespectful for me to
decide for them. What
they will decide we will
agree with them,” Mr.
Gandhi said.

Though several Opposi-
tion parties were upset
that they were not in-
formed prior to the Con-
gress’s protest outside the
Prime Minister’s residence
on Tuesday, sources said
that none of them aired

their displeasure at the
meeting on Wednesday; in-
stead, a few privately con-
veyed it to the Congress.

‘A sudden plan’
According to sources, Mr.
Gandhi reassured the allies
that it was not a deliberate
move to keep them out of
the loop; instead, he said,
the decision was taken sud-
denly and could not be
communicated in time. 

Mr. Gandhi, according
to sources, emphasised
that the Opposition has to
adapt its strategy to the
changed circumstances
and go to the people, he
added. 

Sources said, on Tues-
day, the Congress had in-
itially invited several Oppo-
sition leaders to come to
party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge’s residence at 3
p.m. Though this invitation
was later rescinded, it was
explained that there had
been a change of plans.

The plans for the protest

at the Prime Minister’s
doorstep were kept secret
and were known only to
four or �ve top Congress
leaders. All Congress MPs
were then asked to gather
at Mr. Kharge’s residence
at 3 p.m. for a “cake-cut-
ting” ceremony for his
84th birthday. Upon reach-
ing there, Mr. Gandhi in-
formed the assembled MPs
that they would march to
the rear entrance of the
Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, about 100 metres
away. Without waiting for a
response from them, he
had set o� on foot, with the
MPs following.

Around 5 p.m., the Con-
gress had reached out to
other Opposition leaders.
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav was quick
to react. He reached the
protest site and was de-
tained along with Mr.
Gandhi. Sources said many
other leaders also attempt-
ed to reach the protest site,
but could not get there in
time due to heavy tra�c.
The Trinamool Congress
MP Sagarika Ghosh was
one such leader. 

The Left MPs, mean-
while, declined the invita-
tion. According to sources,
Left leaders were upset be-
cause, at the Monday
morning meeting of the IN-
DIA bloc, they had been
the ones to suggest a
march to the PM’s
residence.

Rahul reassures INDIA bloc
allies of close coordination
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi

Repeated adjournments
paralysed the proceedings
in the Rajya Sabha on Wed-
nesday as the Opposition
and Centre fought over the
rules governing a discus-
sion on the alleged Nation-
al Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) question pap-
er leak. While the Opposi-
tion demanded a discus-
sion under Rule 267, which
requires the suspension of
the day’s business, the go-
vernment said no condi-
tions could be dictated.

Deputy Chairman Hari-
vansh read out a ruling that
an adjournment motion
could be taken up only in
the “rarest of the rare” sit-
uations. The Opposition ar-
gued that the current situa-
tion quali�ed as the “rarest
of the rare”, adding Union
Education Minister must
resign before the debate.

The House witnessed re-
peated sloganeering fol-
lowed by multiple adjourn-
ments and did not take up
any agenda. Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge tried to raise the is-
sue of the police action
against protesters, amid
sloganeering by BJP MPs. 

Leader of the House J.P.
Nadda accused the Opposi-
tion of destroying dignity
of Parliament through “ir-
responsible behaviour”.

Opposition
and govt. spar
over NEET
debate in RS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Wed-
nesday said the Opposition
had been “forced” to prot-
est outside the Prime Mi-
nister’s residence as Na-
rendra Modi “refuses to
speak in the House”.

“If the PM can speak on
the students’ issue outside
Parliament, why can’t he
make a statement inside
the House,” he asked, mak-
ing an intervention when
the Opposition parties
pressed for Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s resignation over the
examination paper leaks
and the police crackdown
on student protesters.

The SP chief expressed
his anguish after Speaker
Om Birla initially did not
ask him to intervene on the

issue. “Has there been a
deal,” an agitated Mr. Ya-
dav asked the Speaker, ad-
ding, “The issue is about
students, not Congress,
BJP or SP. You allowed
them to speak.”

Amid speculation of a
friction within the Opposi-
tion, Mr. Yadav clari�ed
that he merely wanted to
place the SP’s position on

the issue and that the Op-
position remained united
in demanding Mr. Prad-
han’s resignation. “I want-
ed to put the SP’s view-
point on the students’
issue, so I intervened,” he
told reporters, denying
any friction with Congress
general secretary K.C. Ve-
nugopal inside the House.

Sources close to Mr. Ya-

dav said his reference to a
“deal” was aimed at the go-
vernment’s alleged “un-
derstanding” with the
Chair and not at the Con-
gress. They reiterated that
any discussion in Parlia-
ment should begin only af-
ter the Education Minister
resigned.

Inside the House, refer-
ring to the police action
against protesters, he said
students were “brutally as-
saulted” and that the go-
vernment must take res-
ponsibility. “If you don’t
listen to students, they will
come to the streets,” Mr.
Yadav said, adding, “Wo-
men students’ clothes
were torn, students were
hit with lathis, they were
left bleeding. Their limbs
were broken. Is this the
way to treat our students?
Will you tear the clothes of
our daughters?”

PM’s silence in House forced us to
protest at his residence: Akhilesh
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Akhilesh Yadav, Rahul Gandhi, and other Opposition leaders protest

against NEET paper leak at Parliament complex on Wednesday. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should apologise,
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan must re-
sign and everyone who as-
saulted the students must
be held accountable, Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
said on Wednesday, a day
after his dramatic protest
outside the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence.

“They [the students] are
our future. They are not
terrorists,” Mr. Gandhi said
at a press conference.

Claiming that there had
been 152 examination pap-
er leaks over the past de-
cade, he alleged that about
7.5 crore students had
been a�ected while “there
have been zero convic-
tions”. “Somebody or a

group of people are des-
troying our education sys-
tem, India’s biggest asset,”
he said.

‘Legitimate demands’
Mr. Gandhi said the Oppo-
sition was “100% in agree-
ment” with the protesters’
demands, including Mr.
Pradhan’s resignation, and
described them as “legiti-
mate” and
“non-negotiable”.

At the start of the press
conference, the Congress
leader played videos show-
ing police action against
students during Monday’s
“Sansad Chalo” protest.

Referring to the visuals,
Mr. Gandhi questioned
why students demanding a
fair education system were
subjected to force. “What
have they done to have se-
curity forces aiming wea-
pons at them, to be beaten
up, to be thrashed? They
are protesting peacefully,
asking for what this coun-
try owes them,” he said.

Mr. Gandhi reiterated
the Congress’s charge that
the country’s education
system had been systemat-
ically undermined under
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment. “Our education sys-
tem, which was known to
be one of the best in the
world, is now a rigged sys-
tem,” he said.

The Congress leader al-
so accused the government
of imposing a heavy �nan-
cial burden on families
through an expensive

coaching ecosystem. Citing
party estimates, he
claimed that Indian fami-
lies spend about ₹1.32 lakh
crore annually on exami-
nations and coaching,
nearly matching the Union
government’s education
budget of ₹1.4 lakh crore,
only to be told later that ex-
amination papers had
been leaked.

Calling Mr. Pradhan “in-
capable” of handling the
education portfolio, Mr.
Gandhi said the Education
Minister had “failed” and
should be relieved of his
responsibilities.

Asked about his deten-
tion and the alleged man-
handling by police, Mr.
Gandhi brushed aside the
issue. “Yes, I was dragged.
But, the policemen whis-
pered into my ears to
please remove this govern-
ment,” he said.

Protesting students are not terrorists,
Modi must apologise to them: Rahul
Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Opposition in ‘100%
agreement’ with the
protesters’ demands,
including Pradhan’s
resignation, he says

Union Minister J.P. Nadda
on Wednesday urged the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, not to be “selec-
tive” in citing paper leak
cases, saying that such a se-
rious issue should not be
exploited for political mi-
leage. He said the govern-
ment was ready for an in-
depth discussion in Parlia-
ment, which he described
as the most appropriate fo-
rum to collectively �nd
lasting solutions.

At a late-evening press
conference, Mr. Nadda
said: “...I appeal that the is-
sue should not be turned
into a political matter...
This is a grave problem,
and it deserves a serious
and in-depth discussion.”

He said the NDA govern-
ment was treating the issue
with the utmost sincerity.

Reacting to Mr. Gandhi’s

press brie�ng earlier in the
day, the Union Minister
said Mr. Gandhi quoted a �-
gure of about 150 instances
of paper leaks. 

“These matters require
investigation. This is a res-
ponsible government; ev-
ery issue will be thorough-
ly examined and all the
facts will be placed before
the people,” he said.

‘The list is longer’
Mr. Nadda said Mr. Gandhi
did not mention paper
leaks and related irregular-
ities under governments
led by non-BJP parties, in-
cluding the Congress.

Claiming the list was
much longer, he said some
of the leaks had happened
in Jammu and Kashmir, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Pun-
jab, Kerala, and Karnataka.

“I want to ask the Lead-
er of the Opposition: why
are you being so selective?

This shows that your objec-
tive is not the welfare of
students... Instead, you
want to derive political mi-
leage from students’ is-
sues,” said Mr. Nadda. 

“The Opposition should
not keep shifting the goal-
posts... Children are the
country’s future and it is
the responsibility of both
the government and Oppo-
sition to safeguard their in-
terests. We should come
together to �nd a perma-
nent solution,” he said.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh termed Mr. Nad-
da’s press conference “a
sure sign of the regime’s in-
creasing desperation”.

“The whole press confe-
rence was an unending se-
ries of ‘what-aboutery’. Mr.
Nadda must go beyond
such juvenile �nger-point-
ing to �rst acknowledge
the uniquely spectacular
nature of Mantri Pradhan’s
and Pradhan Mantri’s fai-
lures,” he posted on X.

Why so selective on paper
leaks, Nadda asks Rahul
Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI
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While the Vedas are the ultimate authority when it comes
to understanding what dharma is, this does not mean that
other sacred texts are irrelevant. The Vedas were not writ-
ten by anyone. They consist of what was revealed to sages
of yore. Based on the Vedas, smriti texts such as Parasara
Smrti, Yajnavalkya Smrti etc were written, said Paravastu
Varadarajan in a discourse. We also have the two Itihasas
— the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Then come the Pu-
ranas. The main Puranas are 18 in number, and were writ-
ten by sage Vyasa. There are also works by various Ach-
aryas, and the verses of the Azhvars. All of these constitute
Sastra. It is clear that the Sastras are like an ocean. It is im-
possible to study all of them, leave alone mastering them.

There is a story about sage Bharadwaja. He spent 100
years studying the Vedas. When it was time to depart from
this world, Bharadwaja prayed for another 100 years to
study the Vedas, because he had not fully comprehended
them. But at the end of 200 years, he prayed for a further
extension of 100 years! At the end of 300 years, he was still
not satis�ed that he had understood the Vedas. Indra then
showed him a hill. How insigni�cant a �stful of sand
would be in comparison with the hill, Indra observed.
Bharadwaja’s knowledge of the Vedas was comparable to a
�stful of sand, while the Vedas themselves were like a
huge hill. There is a saying which tells us that the sacred
texts are many in number. Na eko munir yasya vaachah
pramaanam — there is no sage whose word is the ultimate
authority. The essence of dharma is hidden like a cave.
Therefore, we should simply follow the path of great peo-
ple (mahajano).

Follow path of great men

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Supreme Court on Wednesday directed all
States and Union Territories to consider raising
the retirement age of judicial o�cers from 60 to
61 years, pending its �nal decision on whether
the age of superannuation should be uniformly
enhanced to 62 years across the country. The
direction was issued by a Bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohan while hearing a petition
�led by the All India Judges Association.

SC suggests raising retirement
age of judicial o�cers to 61

The government has disabled 50 OTT platforms
for public access in the country over the past two
years for displaying obscene content and for
violations of the Information Technology Act and
other applicable laws, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in a written response to a question
by Lok Sabha member Sambit Patra. In another
response, Minister of State for Information and
Broadcasting and Parliamentary A�airs L.
Murugan said the IT (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media, Ethics Code) Rules have been
noti�ed to put in place an institutional
mechanism for publishers of current a�airs on
digital media and OTT platforms.

50 OTT platforms blocked in
past two years, says Minister

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

1 Swilling hooch with boss in empty cubicle? There's no
alternative (7,6)

8 Controlled bronco finally in event for cowboys (5)

9 One disparaging rebellious socialist penning essay on principle
of ownership (9)

11 Brilliant rounds against member in bridge (10)

12 Spirits in Japanese bar (4)
14 Holds member overwhelmed by drinks (7)
16 Way to enthral date with excellent stir-fried noodle dish (3,4)
17 Correctly limiting operation by Indigo, ultimately it's a form of

market dominance (7)
19 Remarking about hotel's mediocrity (7)
21 Bond in tuxedo at hotel (4)
22 Meeting couple of criminals to secure Ecstasy before start of

rave (10)
25 File, one with bugs primarily found in search for potentially

harmful software (5,4)
26 Declared independence, inspired by a revolutionary (5)
27 Meme is on mercurial leader of America — accurate to a certain

extent (2,4,7)
Down

2 First perhaps in viva about noise (7)
3 Extremely sexy maiden and old ruler in snap (7,3)
4 Jog naked after consuming bhang finally (5)
5 Protect pants with stylish fastener (6,3)
6 S. American wood sorrels in ordinary, round bag (4)
7 Online deceiver chats artfully, ensnaring female on island (7)
8 Musicians at centre in Akron playing funny genre of music (4,3,4)
10 One seen at top of each page is boss of company organising

marathons? (7,4)
13 Opinion pieces in di�erent dailies about mounting corruption

(10)
15 Groom may snore after drinking alcohol heartily! Understood

(3,2,4)
18 Old cheat captivating model with a good figure (7)
20 One who disregards forger in building passing francs (7)
23 Sack contains black thread (5)
24 Clone obtained by hi-tech operation (4)
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S
table India-China re-
lations will help fos-
ter a “multi-polar

Asia” and a “multi-polar
world”, External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar said
during a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi in Manila.

The meeting took place
before the Foreign Minis-
ters of the Quad countries,
Australia, India, Japan, and
the U.S., met on the side-
lines of the 59th ASEAN Fo-
reign Ministers’ Meeting in
the Philippine capital and
reiterated their support for
stability in the Indo-Paci�c
region. 

In a separate meeting
with Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergey Lavrov, held
days after four Indian sea-
farers were killed in a Rus-
sian projectile strike in the
Black Sea, Mr. Jaishankar
expressed “strong con-
cern” regarding the safety
of Indian seafarers.

“We believe that a stable
and cooperative relation-
ship can best be developed
on the basis of mutual res-

pect, mutual interest and
mutual sensitivity. Such a
relationship can make a va-
luable contribution to a
multi-polar Asia and a mul-
ti-polar world,” Mr. Jaish-
ankar said in his remarks,
highlighting that “peace
and tranquillity in the bor-
der areas is obviously the
pre-requisite for normal
ties”.

The comments came
against the backdrop of re-
newed India-China engage-
ment, including the re-
sumption of direct �ights,
updates to the visa regime,
the restart of the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra, and
the resumption of border
trade. In this context, Mr.

Jaishankar said, “... the
steps in normalisation ta-
ken over the last few
months must be wel-
comed.” He referred to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Xi Jinp-
ing’s meeting in Kazan in
October 2024 and recalled
that the two leaders had
“agreed that di�erences
should not become dis-
putes”. He also raised the
importance of “predicta-
bility of supply chains” and
“fair market access”,
which need to be
addressed.

The India-China minis-
terial discussion was fol-
lowed by the meeting of
Foreign Ministers of the

Quad countries that reiter-
ated their support for sta-
bility in the Indo-Paci�c re-
gion. The External A�airs
Ministry issued a joint
press release on coopera-
tion between the Quad
members and the ASEAN
countries, stating, “As
ASEAN Comprehensive
Strategic Partners we, the
Secretary of State of the
United States and the Fo-
reign Ministers of Austra-
lia, India and Japan met to-
day in Manila to rea�rm
our commitment to streng-
thening a free and open In-
do-Paci�c and our unwa-
vering support for ASEAN
unity and centrality.” 

Mr. Jaishankar held an
“in-depth review” of India-
Russia bilateral relations
with Mr. Lavrov and ex-
pressed “strong concern
regarding the safety of In-
dian seafarers in the re-
gion”. 

“Discussed various as-
pects of our partnership
including trade and invest-
ment, energy and connec-
tivity, science and technol-
ogy and mobility,” said Mr.
Jaishankar about his meet-
ing with Mr. Lavrov. 

‘Stable India-China ties will
help build multi-polar Asia’

External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in Manila on Wednesday. PTI

Peace and tranquillity in the border areas is pre-requisite for normal ties, says Jaishankar during

talks with Wang Yi; Minister raises safety of Indian seafarers during discussion with Sergey Lavrov

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Union and Madhya Pra-
desh governments to
comply “in letter and spi-
rit” with its July 14 order re-
quiring the authorities to
identify a separate open
space near the disputed
Bhojshala-Kamal Maula
Mosque complex where
members of the Muslim
community could o�er Fri-
day namaz between 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m. as an interim ar-
rangement. The direction
came after the court was
informed that the site iden-
ti�ed by the administration
was nearly two kilometres
away.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohana said
the authorities were under
an obligation to carry out
its earlier directions in
their entirety. 

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for
the Centre and the Madhya
Pradesh government noted
that the space earmarked
for o�ering namaz was
about 900 m away from
the disputed site. 

Comply with
Bhojshala
order, SC tells
Centre, M.P.

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Flammable gas had been
encountered repeatedly,
and had caught �re more
than once inside the hea-
drace tunnels of the Teesta
Stage-VI hydroelectric pro-
ject in the years before the
explosion, suspected to be
from release of methane,
which killed at least 15
workers on Monday, ac-
cording to a technical pap-
er written by the National
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration Limited’s (NHPC)
own engineers in 2024.

The paper, authored by
�ve NHPC engineers and
presented at EUROENGEO
2024, the 4th European
Regional Conference of the
International Association
for Engineering Geology, at
Dubrovnik, Croatia, sets
out the geological di�cul-
ties faced in completing
the 500 MW project’s two
headrace tunnels, each
about 13.7 km long. The
paper was written well be-
fore the accident and does
not describe the recent

blast. A headrace tunnel is
the component that pur-
veys water from a source to
an electric plant’s turbines.

According to the paper,
“�ammable gas” was �rst
detected in November
2009, during excavation
by the project’s original de-
veloper, at a tunnel face
where it “burst into
�ame”. After the NHPC res-
umed work, gas was again
reported seeping from the
tunnel roof at a separate
face, where a detector re-
corded readings of up to
30% of the minimum con-
centration at which meth-
ane in the air can combust.

Both ‘faces’ (the working
end of a tunnel) named in
the paper — designated 4A
and 4B — were reached
through Adit-3, the same
access tunnel in which the
July 20 blast occurred. 

The paper attributes the
gas to the rock itself, noting
that it was detected at the
contact between hard
quartzite and softer phyl-
lite. The project’s tunnels
pass through young, frac-
tured Himalayan rock in
Seismic Zone IV, including
carbon-rich phyllite of the
kind associated with
trapped gas.

The NHPC has said the

July 20 explosion followed
a “sudden burst of suspect-
ed methane gas” struck
during work about 1.5 km
inside the tunnel at the Sa-
mardung site in Sikkim’s
Namchi district, and has
announced a detailed in-
vestigation. About 25 work-
ers were inside when the
blast triggered a landslide
that sealed the tunnel, and
rescue operations are con-
tinuing this week.

The paper also cata-
logues extensive instability
along the tunnels. When
the NHPC restarted excava-
tion in 2021, after the pro-
ject had stood idle for
roughly nine years, it
found many stretches built
by the previous developer
had collapsed, with cave-
ins in places reaching the
surface, and the access
adits �ooded. The paper,
available online, is titled
‘Planning and Methodolo-
gy Adopted to Deal with
Adverse Geological Pro-
blems Encountered During
HRTS Excavation of Teesta
VI Hydroelectric Project
(500MW), Sikkim, India’.

NHPC’s own paper detailed gas �res
in Teesta-VI tunnels before fatal blast
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

According to the paper, “flammable gas” was first detected in 2009,

during excavation by the project’s original developer. PTI

A policeman on Amarnath
Yatra duty was killed after
terrorists opened �re from
a close range in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag on
Wednesday. After the at-
tack, the police launched a
major search operation
across Kashmir and de-
tained 1,200 suspects.

The policeman, identi-
�ed as head constable Ash-
iq Hussain of the 3rd Batta-
lion, India Reserve Police
(IRP), was manning a busy
street on the Anantnag-Ko-
kernag road near Lal
Chowk area around 12.30
p.m. when terrorists
opened indiscriminate �re
reportedly from an assault
ri�e at him and his col-
league, o�cials said.

The police have not
identi�ed any terrorist or
group responsible for the
attack. According to locals,
hundreds of youth were
detained in the crackdown
in Kashmir, especially in
Anantnag, Shopian and
Kulgam districts. Srinagar
saw the highest number of
detentions at 700. Uno�-
cial estimates put the num-
ber at 2,500 in the entire
Kashmir Valley.

Policeman
killed in
terrorist
attack in J&K

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Amid concerns raised by
minority institutions, par-
ticularly the Christian bo-
dies, against the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026
(FCRA), the Press Informa-
tion Bureau (PIB) said on
Wednesday that the desig-
nated authority would re-
tain the religious character
of places of worship.

One key provision in the
FCRA Bill, 2026, which was
introduced in the Lok Sab-
ha on March 25 but could
not be passed following an
uproar by the Opposition
parties, is the appointment
of a ‘designated authority’
to take over, manage, or
dispose of assets created
from foreign funds when
an NGO’s FCRA registra-
tion is suspended, can-
celled, or not renewed.
This authority will have the
powers of a civil court and
can order the transfer or
sale of assets owned by
NGOs to the government
or any other body.

The Bill is listed for pas-

sage in the ongoing mon-
soon session of the
Parliament.

“The designated author-
ity manages only assets
created from foreign con-
tributions, and only once
an organisation’s registra-
tion has lawfully ceased.
Vesting is initially provi-
sional, with full restoration
if registration is renewed,
and places of worship re-
tain their religious charac-
ter by law in all cases. The
orders of the authority are
subject to revision and to
appeal before the court of
the District Judge,” the PIB
said, while responding to a
“myth” that the govern-
ment can seize an NGO’s
assets under the 2026
amendments.

Power of courts
Responding to another
“myth” that cancellation of
FCRA registration always
means the organisation
has done something
wrong, the PIB said, “Not
necessarily. Many cancella-
tions and non-renewals are
administrative, arising
from non-�ling of annual

returns, non-renewal be-
fore expiry, or failure to
maintain designated ac-
counts. The courts remain
fully empowered to review
any cancellation.”

It added that in 2024-25,
approximately 16,200 as-
sociations were actively re-
gistered and received
around ₹22,963 crore in fo-
reign contribution, “hardly
the footprint of a
prohibition”.

Answering a question
about whether the “FCRA
is aimed only at NGOs and
religious organisations”,
the statement said that
“comparable global laws
cover lobbyists, public re-
lations �rms, think tanks,
universities and compa-
nies, anyone acting at a fo-
reign principal’s direction,
regardless of sector”.

On Juy 10, Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah assured the
Catholic Bishops Confe-
rence of India (CBCI), the
apex body of the Catholic
church in India, that the
FCRA Bill is not against the
Christian NGOs, which re-
ceive a little under 15% of
the total foreign donations.

Govt. clari�es on FCRA Bill’s
designated authority clause
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment released a list of 500
eligible bene�ciaries from
six districts under its farm
loan waiver scheme on
Wednesday, the birth anni-
versary of Ajit Pawar, the
late NCP leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister.

The State Cabinet had
approved the scheme, Pu-
nyashlok Ahilyadevi Hol-
kar Shetkari Karjmukti Yo-
jana, on June 2 and noti�ed
it through a government
resolution (GR) issued the
same day. 

The eligibility criteria
were partially revised
through another GR issued
on July 15.

Bene�ciaries will re-
ceive SMS alerts for Aad-
haar authentication, fol-
lowing which the eligible
amount will be transferred
to their loan accounts. 

The government aims to
complete the process for
bene�ciaries with loans
from district central coop-
erative banks by July 31.

Maharashtra
rolls out farm
loan waiver
scheme

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI
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The rupee depreciated by 28 paise to close at
96.53 against the U.S. dollar on Wednesday,
weighed down by surging crude oil prices and
heightened geopolitical uncertainty. Forex
traders said risk aversion in global markets and a
negative trend in domestic equities further
dented investor sentiment. At the interbank
foreign exchange, the rupee opened at 96.36
against the U.S. dollar and traded in the range of
96.25 to 96.60 during the day. PTI

Rupee falls 28 paise to close 
at 96.53 against U.S. dollar

INBRIEF
�

Hyderabad-based generic drugmaker Dr. Reddy’s
Laboratories’ consolidated net pro�t slumped
69% year-on-year (YoY) to ₹435.6 crore in the
June quarter amid lower sales of cancer drug
lenalidomide and nearly ₹240 crore provision
necessitated by recent quality issue around
weight loss drug Semaglutide. Total revenue from
operations stood at ₹8,099.8 crore (₹8,572.1
crore), showed its results prepared in accordance
with Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS).

Dr. Reddy’s Q1 net dives 69%
to ₹435.6 cr. on lower revenue

State-owned oil-marketing
company Bharat Petro-
leum posted a loss of about
₹3,962 crore in the June-
ended quarter that was
marred by elevated crude
prices on account of the
con�ict in West Asia.

Benchmark global
crude prices during the pe-

riod stayed elevated as the
con�ict disrupted the sup-
ply route, that is, the Strait
of Hormuz that accounts
for one-�fth of the global
energy trade.

Revenue rises 23%
The Mumbai-headquar-
tered re�ner’s revenue,
though, rose more than
23% year-on-year basis to
about ₹1.61 lakh crore.

BPCL posts ₹3,962-cr.
loss in Q1 on war 

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Net foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in�ows turned
negative once again in May
with out�ows exceeding
in�ows by $74 million, ac-
cording to the latest Re-
serve Bank of India data. 

This snapped a three-
month streak of positive
net in�ows and was driven
by a sharp drop in direct
investment entering India.

That is, even though
out�ows fell, in�ows fell by
a larger amount.

As per the data, the total
direct investment entering
the country, or gross in-
�ows, stood at about $6.07
billion in May 2026. This
was 60% lower than in
April and nearly 23% lower
than in May last year.

The RBI’s commentary
did not speak about May
on a standalone basis but
instead focused on the
April-May 2026 period.

During this period, it
said Japan, Singapore, and
Mauritius accounted for
about 74% of the total equi-
ty in�ows with �nancial
services receiving the high-

est share, followed by ma-
nufacturing, retail and
wholesale trade and com-
puter services. It added
these sectors together ac-
counted for about 80% of
total in�ows.

Total out�ows 
Total out�ows stood at
$6.14 billion in May 2026,
lower than in April 2026
and May of last year. But to-
tal out�ows exceeded total
in�ows by $74 million.

Within the out�ows,
outward investment by In-
dian �rms stood at $2.4 bil-
lion in May this year, 49%
lower than in April and
9.6% lower than May 2025.

“Of the outward FDI,
around 74% of the �ows
were directed towards the
U.S., Cayman Islands and
the Netherlands; the major
sectors included �nancial,
insurance and business
services and manufactur-
ing, accounting for more
than 85% of the outward
�ows during April-May
2026,” the RBI said.

The other component of
out�ows, repatriation and
disinvestment by foreign
companies operating in In-
dia, stood at $3.7 billion in
May 2026. This was 5.1%
lower than in April and
13.3% lower than in May of
last year.

Net FDI negative in May on
$74 million excess out�ow
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

IndusInd Bank Ltd.’s stan-
dalone net pro�t climbed
46.5% year-on-year to
₹1,002.5 crore in the �rst
quarter (Q1) of FY27 on
lower provisions and costs. 

Net interest income
climbed 7.2% to ₹4,684.72
crore while net interest
margin was a tad higher at
3.52% (3.46%).

Provision for bad loans
dipped 23% to ₹1,339.2
crore. Gross non-pro�table
assets as a share of gross
advances shrank to 3.25%
from 3.64%. Net NPA’s
share in net advances fell
to 0.95% against 1.12%. 

IndusInd Q1
net rises 47%
on lower
provisions

Net interest income climbed

7.2% to ₹4,684.72 crore.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Coal India arm BCCL on Wednesday reported a
loss of ₹68.09 crore for the June quarter due to
lower revenue and higher expenses. However,
the company had reported a pro�t of ₹176.87
crore in the year-ago period, Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd. (BCCL) said in a �ling with the BSE. Revenue
from operations during the �rst quarter of the
current �scal year declined to ₹3,587.27 crore
over ₹3,719.59 crore in the corresponding quarter
of the previous �scal year. PTI

Coal India arm BCCL posts 
June quarter loss at ₹68 cr.

T
he Centre is consi-
dering removing
restrictions on

cross-ownership between
airport operators and air-
lines, a move that could al-
low airport companies to
own airlines and airline
groups to acquire stakes in
airports, according to peo-
ple familiar with the
matter.

“The Ministry of Civil
Aviation is preparing a con-
cept note for consultations
with NITI Aayog and other
government ministries on
the proposed changes,” a
person aware of the discus-
sions said, adding that
such a proposal would
need the �nal nod from the
Union Cabinet.

The proposal comes
amid Air India’s interest in
expanding into the airport
business, one person
aware of discussions added
but senior Air India sourc-
es denied it. Air India is
jointly owned by Tata
Sons, which holds a 74.9%
stake, and Singapore Air-
lines, which owns the re-
maining 25.1%.

Some existing airport
concession agreements im-
pose limits on airline ow-
nership. For instance, the
concession agreements for
the Noida International
Airport and Navi Mumbai
International Airport pro-
jects provide that no sche-

duled airline, cargo airline
or their associates may
hold more than 26% of the
subscribed and paid-up
equity of the
concessionaire.

The ownership restric-
tions are even tighter for
Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports. Under the original
privatisation framework,
the aggregate equity held
by all Indian scheduled air-
lines was capped at 10%,
while foreign airlines were
not permitted to hold any
equity in the airport oper-
ating companies.

These restrictions also
operate in reverse, e�ec-
tively preventing airport
operators from owning or
controlling airlines. The
Adani Group, which oper-
ates eight airports and has
businesses spanning ports,
power and renewable
energy, has so far main-
tained that it has no inter-
est in entering the airline
business amid growing dis-
cussions around the domi-
nance of Air India and Indi-
Go, which have a duopoly

between them.
The discussions come at

a time when the Ministry
of Civil Aviation has sub-
mitted a proposal to the
Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee
(PPPAC) for the third
round of airport privatisa-
tion of 11 airports, which
too will come before the
Cabinet for its nod.

In 2019, the Tata Group,
through a consortium with
Singapore’s sovereign
wealth fund GIC, had pro-
posed to acquire a 55.2%
stake in GMR Airports, but
the deal did not materialise
due to a con�ict of interest
issue involving Tatas’ stake
in Vistara and AirAsia In-
dia. 

Since then, Vistara has
been merged into Air In-
dia, while AirAsia India has
been integrated into Air In-
dia Express, both of which
are part of the Tata Group’s
airline portfolio.

Queries were sent to Ta-
ta Group and Air India, but
there was no reply till the
time of publication.

Centre considering 
to lift restrictions 
on airport ownership

Myriad of protocols: The ownership restrictions are even tighter

for Delhi and Mumbai airports. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

The current rules cap airline ownership in airports and are inferred 

to similarly restrict airport operators from owning airlines

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

U.S. President Donald
Trump has given generic
pharmaceutical compa-
nies a two-year window to
establish manufacturing
facilities in the United
States, warning that pro-
ducts imported after Au-
gust 2028 could face tari�s
of up to 200%.

The announcement,
made on Wednesday
through a social media
post, has signi�cant impli-
cations for India, which
sends more than a third of
its pharmaceutical exports
to the U.S. While Indian
drugmakers sought to
strike a cautious note, they
warned that higher tari�s
would ultimately increase
medicine costs for Ameri-
can consumers.

Mr. Trump said the mea-
sure is intended to encour-
age generic drug produc-
tion in the U.S. and reduce
dependence on overseas
supply chains.

“E�ective August 1,
2026, all generic drugs be-
ing brought into the United
States will continue to have
a tari� of zero per cent for
a two-year period of time,
after which the tari� will
be raised to 100% for a
one-year period of time,
and 200% thereafter,” he
said. The announcement
rattled pharmaceutical
stocks. The Nifty Pharma
index fell 1.31%, with 18 of
its 20 constituent compa-
nies closing lower. 

“It’s not practical to
move operations like that
to the U.S. overnight. If ta-

ri�s are imposed, we will
have to raise prices,” said
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
CEO Erez Israeli. He added
that the company was not
planning any immediate
changes and noted that
policy positions could
evolve over time.

‘India most exposed’
According to the Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI), India is among the
countries most exposed to
the proposed measure. In-
dia exported pharmaceuti-
cal products worth $25.8
billion in 2025, of which
$9.7 billion, or 37.7%, went
to the U.S. its largest over-
seas market.

Indian �rms account for
nearly 47% of all generic
prescriptions dispensed in
the U.S., making India the
largest supplier of a�orda-
ble generic medicines. 

Despite this dominance,
generics’ low pricing
means India’s share of the
value of U.S. generic im-
ports is estimated at only
about 30%. 

The U.S. imported phar-
maceutical products worth
$213 billion in 2025, includ-
ing $94.1 billion worth of
�nished medicines sold in
retail packs. GTRI founder
Ajay Srivastava said many
Indian generics could re-
main competitive despite
the tari�s because they are

signi�cantly cheaper than
branded alternatives. Ho-
wever, large-scale reloca-
tion of generic drug manu-
facturing to the U.S. would
be challenging, given the
industry’s reliance on glo-
bal supply chains and im-
ported active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients.

Granules India Execu-
tive Director Priyanka Chi-
gurupati said the compa-
ny’s three U.S. facilities
position it well to support
increased local manufac-
turing. However, she cau-
tioned that higher generic
drug prices could ripple
across the healthcare sys-
tem and a�ect patient af-
fordability. 

Indian Pharmaceutical
Alliance Secretary General
Sudarshan Jain said Indian
companies already have a
substantial U.S. presence,
with more than 40 facili-
ties supporting jobs, manu-
facturing and research. In-
dia, he said, remains a
trusted partner in supply-
ing a�ordable, quality
medicines to American pa-
tients. GTRI added that
building a fully domestic
pharmaceutical supply
chain in the U.S. would re-
quire signi�cant invest-
ment and would almost
certainly lead to higher
medicine prices.

“The zero-tari� window
gives the industry a mea-
ningful runway, and we see
this as time we can use pro-
ductively — to keep streng-
thening our position across
multiple markets rather
than relying on any single
one,” said Pharmexcil
Chairman Namit Joshi.

Indian companies
account for nearly
47% of all generic
prescriptions
dispensed in the U.S. 

Trump’s 200% generic tari�
threat would imperil
Americans: Indian pharma

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

Indian economy has navi-
gated well the external un-
certainties and supply
chain pressures, under-
pinned by healthy demand
conditions and resilient
performance of industrial
and services sectors, ac-
cording to a Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) bulletin.

“The global economy is
dealing with uncertain
economic environment,
supply chain disruptions
and fragmented trading re-
lationships. Amid these un-
certainties, India remains
among the fastest growing
major economies across
the globe and has been
able to sustain the momen-
tum in economic activities
through June,” senior o�-

cials said in RBI Bulletin Ju-
ly edition, which was re-
leased on Wednesday.

Highlighting that both
industrial and services sec-
tor indicators remained
�rm; they however said the
farm sector was witnessing
“uneven” southwest mon-
soon but the impact on
food in�ation may be miti-
gated by comfortable food-
grain stocks.

Economy navigated external
uncertainties well: RBI bulletin

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

State-owned oil-marketing
company Hindustan Petro-
leum posted a net loss of
about ₹12,265 crore in the
June-ended quarter on
supply route disruptions
due to West Asia con�ict.

Benchmark global
crude prices had breached
the $100/barrel mark for a

prolonged period with the
con�ict having choked the
Strait of Hormuz, which ac-
counts for one-�fth of the
global energy trade. 

The Mumbai-based re-
�ner’s revenue climbed
about 21% year-on-year to
₹1.45 lakh crore. 

Sales — inclusive of the
exports — increased 0.6%
from the comparable pe-
riod last year to 13.12 MMT.
Combined sales of petrol
and diesel increased 8.1%
during the period. 

IndianOil is scheduled
to publish results July 31.

HPCL posts net loss of ₹12,265 cr.
in Q1 impacted by West Asia war 

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Benchmark global
crude prices had
breached the
$100/barrel mark for
a prolonged period
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Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy on Tues-
day �red Gen. Oleksandr
Syrskyi as commander-in-
chief of the armed forces
and named his replace-
ment, following days of
mass protests in Kyiv, the
country’s capital, and oth-
er cities across the nation
demanding his removal.

It was the second major
change Mr. Zelenskyy has
made under street pres-
sure, after protests last
summer forced him to un-
do a law weakening Uk-
raine’s anti-corruption
watchdogs.

Mr. Zelenskyy appoint-
ed Mykhailo Drapatyi as
the new army chief, ac-
cording to a statement on
social media. “Our shared
wish is one — victory over

the enemy and conditions
at the front and in pressure
on Russia that would force
Russia toward peace,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said.

The Ukrainian leader
said he made the decision
after a series of meetings
with military comman-
ders. They began shortly
after protests broke out de-
manding the reinstate-

ment of former Defence
Minister Mykhailo Fedo-
rov, seen by demonstrators
as a driver of military mo-
dernisation, and the remo-
val of Gen. Syrskyi.

Mr. Zelenskyy thanked
Gen. Syrskyi for his
achievements in Ukraine’s
�ght against Russia and
praised him for the de-
fence of Kyiv.

Zelenskyy �res Army chief
and names a replacement

Acting Defence Minister Yevhenii Khmara with commander-in-chief

of Ukraine’s armed forces Mykhailo Drapatyi on Wednesday. REUTERS

Associated Press
KYIV

X

Lebanon is working towards a “complete Israeli withdrawal” from

areas it occupies, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam said on Wednesday

on a visit to a village where Lebanon’s army recently deployed. “We

will continue mobilising our political and diplomatic e�orts to

secure a complete Israeli withdrawal from the south.” AFP

Lebanon PM says Beirut working
for ‘complete Israeli withdrawal’

ZAWTAR AL-GHARBIYAH

AFP
X

Venezuela’s ousted President Nicolas Maduro will go on trial in the

United States on June 1, 2027, a judge ruled on Wednesday, after

his capture in a U.S. military raid in January. The former leader and

wife, Cilia Flores, have been held in a Brooklyn jail after pleading

not guilty to drug tra�icking and firearms charges. AFP

U.S. court sets June 2027 trial for
Venezuela’s ousted leader Maduro

NEW YORK

REUTERS
X

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told Southeast Asian Foreign

Ministers on Wednesday that Iranian control of the Strait of Hormuz

would set a dangerous precedent with repercussions beyond the

West Asia. Mr. Rubio’s remarks came as the region is grappling with

claims by China and ASEAN members in the South China Sea. AFP

Allowing Iran to control Hormuz
‘dangerous precedent’, says Rubio 

MANILA

AP

U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump has
warned Iran that

the U.S. will destroy one
bridge or power plant each
time Iran shoots at a ship in
the Strait of Hormuz.

The warning came after
the U.S. carried out anoth-
er wave of strikes on Iran,
where air defences opened
�re over the capital, Teh-
ran. Iran launched a mis-
sile attack on a Jordanian
city on Israel’s doorstep,
and alerts were issued in
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

In his warning on social
media, the President re-
turned to earlier threats to

target civilian infrastruc-
ture in retaliation for Ira-
nian attacks.

“From this point for-
ward, any time the Islamic
Republic of Iran shoots at a
ship in the Strait of Hor-
muz, whether it be by Mis-
sile, Rocket, Drone, or any
other device or weapon,
the United States will
bomb and destroy ONE
BRIDGE OR POWER
PLANT,” Mr. Trump wrote
on social media.

The U.S. military said
the 11th night of air strikes
on Iran targeted aircraft
hangars and drone storage
sites, as diplomatic e�orts
have shown little public
sign of progress. O�cials
on both sides have dug in

on their dispute over the
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
waterway for global energy
that remains largely closed
because of Iranian attacks.

Iran has avoided strik-

ing Israel since hostilities
resumed last month, appa-
rently hoping to keep it
from re-entering the war.
But the missile and drone
attack on Jordan’s city of

Aqaba, within sight of Is-
rael’s Eilat, raised con-
cerns over a further widen-
ing of the con�ict after an
agreement to halt hostili-
ties collapsed.

Jordan’s military said it
intercepted four Iranian
missiles over Aqaba, while
two others fell in “uninha-
bited areas”. Plumes of
smoke could be seen over-
head in videos �lmed by
people in the nearby Israeli
city of Eilat. Jordan said it
also intercepted four Ira-
nian drones.

Another missile alert
sounded in Bahrain, and
Saudi Arabia warned resi-
dents of Dammam to seek
shelter. Authorities later
said danger had passed.

Trump vows to hit a bridge or power
plant in Iran for each Hormuz attack

Donald Trump during a dignified transfer solemn event for troops

killed in West Asia, at Dover Air Force Base in U.S. on Wednesday. AFP

U.S. leader’s threat comes during the 11th consecutive night of U.S. strikes on Iran, with attacks targeting aircraft hangars and

drone storage sites; Jordan says it intercepted four missiles and four drones, with two missiles falling in ‘uninhabited areas’

Associated Press
DUBAI

New York Mayor Zohran
Mamdani said late Tuesday
that the city would not be
able to execute an arrest
warrant issued by the
world’s top war-crimes
court for Israel’s Benjamin
Netanyahu, but urged the
federal government to do
so.

In the video, Mr. Mam-
dani described the Israeli
Prime Minister as a “war
criminal” and said he is not
welcome in New York City.

“It is clear that we do
not have the independent
legal authority to enforce
this warrant,” he said in a
video posted on X. “The
federal government ho-
wever does and I call on

them to join the ICC and
execute this warrant,” he
added.

Mr. Mamdani had told
the New York Times earlier
this month that he and the
city’s legal department
were discussing arresting
Mr. Netanyahu if he comes

to New York City for the
UN General Assembly in
September.

President Donald
Trump on Monday told Mr.
Netanyahu in a social me-
dia post that he “will not
be arrested, in any way,
shape, or form, while in

the United States of Ameri-
ca.” 

Mr. Mamdani had said
throughout his mayoral
election campaign last
year that he would seek to
order the city’s police to ar-
rest Mr. Netanyahu under
the criminal court’s war-
rant over Mr. Netanyahu’s
role in the war in Gaza.

In his video message on
Tuesday, Mr. Mamdani
said his administration has
reviewed all avenues avail-
able and determined the
city can’t execute the ar-
rest warrant.

Danny Danon, the Israe-
li ambassador to the UN,
responded by telling the
mayor “enough”.

“You were elected to
serve New Yorkers, not Ha-
mas’ propaganda,” he said. 

Mamdani says NYC cannot arrest
Netanyahu, urges federal govt. to act 
Associated Press
NEW YORK

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani speaks about Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in video on Tuesday. REUTERS

The United States plans to
announce a landmark deal
with Saudi Arabia on Wed-
nesday that would help es-
tablish a civilian nuclear
programme in the king-
dom, according to media
reports.

The move comes as
Washington �ghts a war
with Iran that began in part
over U.S. concerns with
Tehran’s own nuclear pro-
gram — an issue that re-
mains a key point of con-
tention during now-stalled
talks between the two foes.

The New York Times, cit-
ing two unidenti�ed U.S.
o�cials, reported on Tues-
day that the Trump admi-

nistration planned to for-
mally sign and announce
the deal with the Saudis on
Wednesday.

President Donald
Trump’s administration
said the agreement would
provide billions of dollars
for the U.S. nuclear
industry.

A provision in the 30-
year deal would potentially
see U.S. companies build a
uranium enrichment facili-
ty in Saudi Arabia, the Wall

Street Journal reported.
However, U.S. lawmak-

ers from both parties and
Israeli o�cials have voiced
opposition to a civilian nu-
clear project for Saudi Ara-
bia over fears it could be
converted to eventually de-
velop nuclear weapons.

U.S. to announce
nuclear agreement
with Saudi Arabia
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Senior Saudi and United
Arab Emirates o�cials on
Tuesday shared similar so-
cial media posts a�rming
their close historical ties
and “wise leadership”, a
move that follows months
of tensions owing to a rift
between the two Gulf
monarchies.

The posts on X by Saudi
Minister of Media Salman
Al-Dosary and Abdulla bin
Mohammed Alhamed,
Chairman of the UAE Na-
tional Media Authority,
were both released at 7
p.m. Riyadh time.

“Emirati-Saudi relations
are an extension of a
shared history and deep-

rooted fraternal ties bet-
ween two brotherly peo-
ples, united by a single des-
tiny,” Mr. Alhamed wrote.

“The relationship bet-
ween the Kingdom and the
Emirates is a relationship
between two peoples unit-
ed by a shared history and
heritage, and wise leader-
ship in both countries,” Mr.
Al-Dosary’s post said.

Both posts said media
should re�ect those as-
pects of relationship and
avoid undermining them.

Saudi, UAE ministers
signal unity after
months of tension
Reuters
RIYADH

The move follows
months of tensions
owing to a rift
between the two 
Gulf monarchies

X

A Pakistani air strike that hit a drug treatment centre in the Afghan

capital Kabul in March, killing hundreds of civilians, should be

investigated as a possible war crime, human rights organisation

Amnesty International says. It said it had “found no evidence to

support” Pakistan’s claims of it being used for military purposes. AP

Pak. strike on Kabul drug treatment
centre may be war crime: Amnesty

KABUL

AFP

I, Laltesh W/o Mainpal Singh R/o B -
440, Gali No. 21, Bhajanpura, Delhi-53
have changed my name from Laltesh
to Laltesh Devi for all purposes.

I, Ravi Kumar Verma S/o Sh Mainpal
Singh R/o B-440, Gali No. 21, Bhajan-
pura, Delhi-53 have changed my name
from Ravi Kumar Verma to Ravi Kumar
for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS hereby given that
my client is purchasing the entire
first floor, along with 22.5% undi-
vided share in the land, two car
parking spaces, and one servant
room in the stilt parking of prop-
erty bearing No. B−6/79, Safdar-
jung Enclave, New Delhi, from Mr.
Parul Goel, S/o Mr. F.S. Goel. Any
person having any right, title, in-
terest, claim, lien, mortgage,
charge, objection, or any other en-
cumbrance in respect of the said
property is requested to intimate
the undersigned in writing, along
with supporting documents, within
05 days from the date of publica-
tion of this notice, failing which
it shall be presumed that no such
claim exists and the sale transac-
tion shall be completed. Contact:
Garv Bajaj, Advocate Mobile:
9871707550, 7011858554

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

LEGAL NOTICE

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0
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V
ictoria’s decision to
pull out of hosting
the Common-

wealth Games (CWG) in Ju-
ly 2023, citing unsustaina-
ble costs, plunged the
multi-sport event into un-
certainty. There were fears
that the 2026 Games might
not be held at all. For near-
ly a year, the search for a
replacement host went on.

Gold Coast, the 2018
host, along with Singapore
and Malaysia, �gured pro-
minently before Glasgow
o�cially stepped up in
September 2024 to host
the event, returning after
its successful staging of the
2014 Games.

Realising the spiralling
organising costs, Glasgow
tactfully cut the number of
disciplines to 10 across
four venues, a considera-
ble reduction from Bir-
mingham 2022 where 19
sports were staged across
15 venues. In many ways,
the Glasgow Games begin-
ning on Thursday can be
credited with saving the
multi-sport event from los-
ing its relevance.

Describing it as the ‘Rei-
magined Games’, George
Black, Chair, Glasgow
2026, and Phil Batty, Chief
Executive O�cer, wrote:
“Glasgow 2026 is being
realised with 150 million
pounds of investment. The
competition is being en-
tirely privately funded. A

self-sustaining, ground-
breaking Games delivery
model.”

It might be a scaled-
down Games, but make no
mistake there will be no
shortage of star power, in-
cluding Olympic medal-
lists, world champions and
reigning CWG title-holders.

Leading India’s charge
will be Tokyo Olympics
gold medallist and former
world champion Neeraj
Chopra in the men’s jave-
lin. The Indian ace will be
challenged by Pakistan’s
Arshad Nadeem, the Paris
Olympic champion and de-
fending CWG titlist.

The athletics discipline
will be headlined by Scot-
land’s reigning world mile
record holder Josh Kerr,
and England’s Katarina
Johnson-Thompson, the
2023 world champion and
Paris Olympics silver me-
dallist in the heptathlon.

Jamaica’s Danielle Wil-

liams, the 2023 world
champion in the women’s
100m hurdles, and Kenya’s
Faith Cherotich, the Paris
Olympics bronze medallist
in the women’s 3000m
steeplechase, are also
among the biggest names
set to light up Glasgow.

India’s medal hopes in

athletics will also rest on
Tejaswin Shankar (decath-
lon), M. Sreeshankar (long
jump), and Parul Chaud-
hary (5000m and 3000
SC). 

Will Indian athletes be
able to overhaul their 2022
medal tally of eight or sur-
pass their best medal haul

of 12 from the home CWG
in 2010? A sizeable share of
India’s medals will also
come from boxing and
weightlifting. 

At Birmingham, Indian
boxers won seven medals
while the weightlifters re-
turned with 10. 

In the boxing ring, Lovli-
na Borgohain, the Tokyo
Olympics bronze medal-
list, will be looking for her
maiden CWG medal. The
others to keep an eye on
are Jaismine Lamboria
(57kg) and Sachin Siwach
(60kg).

In weightlifting, Mirabai
Chanu (48kg) will be aim-
ing to complete a historic
hat-trick of CWG gold me-
dals. Harjinder Kaur (71kg),
Bindyarani Devi (58kg),
Gyaneshwari Yadav (53kg)
and S. Sanjana (63kg) are
among India’s other lead-
ing medal hopes.

Transforming fortunes
The Games had trans-
formed the fortunes of sev-
eral Indian sportspersons
in ways even they scarcely
could have imagined. Sha-
rath Kamal, Mirabai and
Manika Batra are among
the �nest examples.

Will the ‘Reimagined
Games’ produce a few
more young Indian stars?

Leading the country’s charge will be javelin ace Neeraj, who will face sti� competition from Pakistan’s Nadeem; the number of disciplines has been cut from 19 to 10 as the event tries to stay relevant

C’WEALTH GAMES

Can Indian athletes punch up in the scaled-down Games? 

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

Ready to rumble: India will have high hopes from boxer Lovlina while Sreeshankar and Tejaswin will also look to bring home a medal. PTI, SUDHAKARA JAIN & FILE PHOTO

X

Ahmedabad’s ready-made world-class sporting infrastructure

played a decisive role in securing the hosting rights for the

centenary 2030 Commonwealth Games, said Commonwealth Sport

CEO Katie Sadleir, adding that the bid perfectly aligned with the

governing body’s revamped low-cost hosting model. 

Ready infrastructure sealed 
India’s 2030 CWG bid: Sadleir

DECISIVE FACTOR

COMMONWEALTH SPORT
X

I’m entering the Commonwealth Games with a mindset to win.

Months of hard work, honesty, discipline, consistency and self-belief

have brought me to this stage, and I trust the process. Representing

India is the biggest motivation, and I’ll give everything I have to

make the nation proud — 400m National champion Vishal.

Vishal focused and all geared up
for a good show at Glasgow

FULL OF OPTIMISM

FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR
X

Animesh Kujur isn’t losing sleep over surrendering the tag of India’s

fastest man to Gurindervir Singh. Instead, the National

record-holder in the 200m wants his performances at the

Commonwealth Games and Asian Games to do the talking. “Just

waiting for Asian Games. Then we’ll talk again,” Animesh said. 

Animesh not fretting over losing
the tag of India’s fastest man

PRIORITIES

FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR
X

Both the Games side and the non-Games side at Glasgow are

equally important. There will be knowledge-transfer programmes

on the sidelines so we can match or better things when we host the

next Games in India. We will also be taking back the flag and the

baton — India’s Chef de Mission Rohit Rajpal.

Knowledge transfer as important
as doing well at the Games: Rajpal

LEARNING CURVE

PTI

As a truncated 2026 Com-
monwealth Games kicks
o� on Thursday, most of
the stakeholders admit the
medal rush may not be as
proli�c but insist there is
no lack of incentive for
those participating.

“I think it’s going to be a
very di�erent Common-
wealth Games because a
lot of our medal-winning
sports are missing. Last
two CWG, we won 12 me-
dals in wrestling, six in
badminton, seven in table
tennis, two each in hockey
and squash — none of them
is there. So it’s 100% going
to a�ect our medal tally.

“(But) in terms of posi-
tion on the table, I think
it’ll still be Australia and
England at the top, by far
the strongest at this level.
For the third place, which
India ideally should be
aiming for, it’s always a bat-
tle with New Zealand and
Canada. What’s going to be
really important is, can we
win those gold medals?”
former India captain and
CEO of Olympic Gold
Quest Viren Rasquinha
said in an interaction on
Wednesday.

He admitted it was dis-
appointing but added that
most sports have other im-
portant events ongoing,
ensuring there was no
drop in terms of competi-
tive exposure ahead of the
Asian Games.

“Currently, all our top

shooters are at the Ri�e &
Pistol World Cup in Hangz-
hou. In table tennis the
UTT is on, there will be the
hockey World Cup and the
badminton World
Championships.

“For those participat-
ing, I totally disagree with
the notion that the Com-
monwealth Games is not of
value. 

“As athletes and coach-
es, you always respect ev-
ery competition and as an
opportunity to participate
and do well for younger
players, the Common-
wealth Games is a great
platform to make a name
for yourself.”

Asked about his medal
expectations, Rasquinha

refused to put a number.
“I’m never one for making
predictions. If you look at
what’s happened in Indian
athletics recently, there
have been about 26 Nation-
al records in the last 6-12
months. So, I think athlet-
ics is one sport where we
can look at 8-10 medals.
The women’s boxing
squad is so strong this
time, all seven participants
are capable of winning me-
dals. Weightlifting, again,
we can expect 8-10.”

(The interaction was facilitated

by Sony Sports Network, the

o�icial broadcasters of the

Commonwealth Games 2026.

Tune-In: Day 1, July 24 from 1

p.m IST live on Sony Sports Ten 2

SD & HD).

A great platform to make a
name for yourself: Rasquinha
Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Raring to go: Neeraj would strive to regain the Commonwealth

Games crown. GETTY IMAGES 

Olympic and World cham-
pionships medallist Mira-
bai Chanu need not push
herself to claim her third
consecutive gold at the
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games, said National chief
coach Vijay Sharma.

Mirabai totalled 205kg
at the National champion-
ships at Modinagar in Fe-
bruary before pulling out
of the Asian champion-
ships at Gandhinagar in
May due to a shoulder inju-
ry. 

The soon-to-be 32-year-
old will be eyeing her
fourth CWG medal of any
colour in a row in Glasgow
while trying to stay injury-
free. Since an Asian Games
medal has eluded Mirabai,
the continental Games in
Aichi-Nagoya, from Sep-
tember 19 to October 4,
would be her priority. 

Vijay said it would not
be prudent to push her in
the women’s 48kg compe-
tition in Glasgow.

“For Mira, the CWG will
be like a practice event be-
fore the Asian Games. A to-
tal of 190-195kg should be
enough for her to win the
CWG gold medal. Irrespec-
tive of the total, a gold is a

gold. Her main target is
medalling at the Asian
Games,” Vijay told The

Hindu.
Mirabai had won the

Commonwealth cham-
pionships title in Ahmeda-
bad by a margin of 32kg af-
ter aggregating 193kg.

Apart from Mirabai, V.

Ajaya Babu (79kg) will be in
the race for a gold medal.
M. Raja (65kg) has an out-
side chance of �nishing on
top of the podium.

Following four positive
dope tests, including that
of gold medal prospect N.
Ajith (71kg), which led to a
reduction in the country’s
quota places, it will be
challenging for the Indian
weightlifting squad to re-
plicate its 10-medal perfor-
mance of the Birmingham
Games four years ago.

The 12-member Indian
weightlifting team trained
at Wolverhampton Univer-
sity in Birmingham for
more than three weeks be-
fore moving to Glasgow.

Mirabai need not push for third gold: coach Vijay
WEIGHTLIFTING

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

Hard at work: The coach feels that CWG will be like a practice

event for Mirabai as she targets a medal at the Asian Games.

FILE PHOTO: SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP 

The gulf between the table-
topper and the bottom-
placed side was evident as
Dempo Goa Challengers
�nished the league stage
with a commanding 10-5
victory over UP Prometh-
eans in Ultimate Table Ten-
nis Season 7 at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Indoor Stadium on
Wednesday.

With both sets of own-
ers employing dhol-tasha
bands to rally their teams,
the atmosphere was fes-
tive. But on the table, the
contest was largely one-
way tra�c in favour of the
home side.

Despite being assured of
the top spot, Goa resisted
the temptation to rotate its
squad and instead �elded
its strongest combination.
Experienced campaigners
Alvaro Robles and Berna-
dette Szocs laid the foun-
dation, although Szocs was

pushed all the way by Saya-
li Wani, who produced one
of her �nest performances
of the season before even-
tually falling short.

Playing only for pride,
the Prometheans used all
the six available players — a
rarity in UTT. Captain Ma-

nav Thakkar delivered his
team’s most assured dis-
play, but even he could not
deny the in-form Abhi-
nandh P.B. a crucial game.
The youngster’s aggressive
hitting o� both wings in
the closing stages of the
third game capped anoth-
er composed outing.

With Challengers, HVR
Kolkata Thunder Blades
and defending champion U
Mumba TT already
through, the �nal league
tie on Thursday will deter-
mine the fourth semi�nal-
ist. Dabang Delhi TTC must
win at least nine games
against PBG Pune Jaguars
to qualify, while Pune re-
quires an unlikely 12-point
haul. If the contest goes

down to the �nal game,
Ahmedabad APL Pipers
will progress to the
semi�nals.

The result: Dempo Goa

Challengers bt UP

Prometheans 10-5 (Alvaro
Robles bt Sudhanshu Grover
11-7, 11-5, 11-4, Bernadette Szocs
bt Sayali Wani 11-3, 9-11, 11-9,
Abhinandh P.B & Szocs bt
Richardo Walther & Swastika
Ghosh 11-9, 11-10, 11-9,
Abhinandh lost to Manav Thakkar
8-11, 7-11, 11-8, Syndrela Das lost
to Yangzi Liu 11-10, 7-11, 6-11)

Standings: Dempo Goa
Challengers 56 points (6 ties);
HVR Kolkata Thunder Blades 49
(6); U Mumba TT 48 (6);
Ahmedabad APL Pipers 45 (6);
Dabang Delhi TTC 36 (5); PBG
Pune Jaguars 34 (5); UP
Prometheans 32 (6).

Challengers end UTT league stage on top
Amol Karhadkar
PANAJI

On song: Szocs played a key role for the Challengers. BUTTERFLYUTT

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0
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CWG 2026 (Pre-Event Matches): Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 2
p.m.; Opening Ceremony: Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 12.30
a.m. (Friday)

Zimbabwe vs India: First T20I, Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & FanCode,
4.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

Opener Lakshya Raichandani hit his second
century of the series to help India U-19
consolidate its position on day three of the
second Youth Test against Sri Lanka U-19 in
Colombo on Wednesday. 

The scores: India U-19 411 & 208/3 decl. in 40.2 overs
(Lakshya Raichandani 100 n.o, Manal Chauhan 51 n.o) vs Sri
Lanka U-19 148 in 52.1 overs & 155/4 in 36 overs (Senuja
Wekunagoda 64, Vimath Dinsara batting 55, C. Venkata 3/25).

Lakshya hits unbeaten ton 
as India U-19 dominates 

P.V. Sindhu overcame a challenge from teenage
compatriot Unnati Hooda to progress to the
second round, while Ayush Shetty produced a
stunning upset by knocking out World No. 11 Alwi
Farhan in the opening round of the China Open
in Changzhou on Wednesday.

The results (first round): Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Unnati
Hooda 21-14, 9-21, 21-10. Men: Ayush Shetty bt Alwi Farhan
17-21, 21-5, 21-17. Doubles: Liang Wei Keng & Wang Chang bt
Hariharan Amsakarunan & M.R. Arjun 21-16, 21-7.
Mixed doubles: Feng Yan Zhe & Huang Dong Ping bt Rohan
Kapoor & Ruthvika Shivani Gadde 21-9, 21-16; Guo Xin Wa &
Chen Fang Hui bt Dhruv Kapila & Tanisha Crasto 21-18, 21-18.

Sindhu beats Unnati; Ayush
upsets World No. 11 Farhan

Jasper Philipsen took a dominant victory in a
reduced bunch sprint at the end of the Tour de
France’s Alpine 17th stage on Wednesday. Set up
by a strong lead-out from his former World
champion teammate Mathieu van der Poel,
Philipsen �nished several bike lengths ahead of
Mauro Schmid and Olav Kooij, who had each
already won a stage at the Tour. Race leader and
defending champion Tadej Pogacar came home
safely in the main peloton just under nine
minutes later.

Philipsen wins Tour de
France 17th stage

INBRIEF
�

A
draw was enough
for Alireza Firouzja
in the seventh and

�nal round of the Chennai
Grand Masters on Wednes-
day as the Frenchman
walked away with the title
in a strong �eld.

Firouzja’s 41-move stale-
mate also ended his oppo-
nent Arjun Erigaisi’s
chances of �ghting for �rst
place. 

Clearing the path
The loss su�ered by Uzbe-
kistan’s Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov at the hands of Dmi-
try Andreikin (Russia)

cleared the path for Firouz-
ja as the 23-year-old
emerged champion with
4.5 points.

Firouzja entered the �-
nal round as the sole lead-
er, half a point ahead of Ar-
jun and Abdusattorov.

While Arjun needed a win
to overtake him, Abdusat-
torov had to beat Andrei-
kin and hope the top-

board encounter ended in
a draw to force a playo�.

Andreikin proved to be
the surprise packet, taking
the runner-up spot with
four points after remaining
unbeaten.

Firouzja, who didn’t
lose a game through the
week, received ₹25 lakh for
his title-winning e�ort
while Arjun took the third
spot, followed by Abdusat-
torov and M. Pranesh.
World champion D. Gu-
kesh held Hans Niemann
to a draw and �nished with
the wooden spoon (two
points). He narrowly avoid-
ed slipping out of the 2700-
club, thanks to the stale-
mate; the 20-year-old, who
had lost his previous two
games, settled for a 19-
move draw.

Nihal Sarin, who began
with four straight draws,
appeared to lose steam to-
wards the business end
and wound up with 3.5
points despite a well-craft-
ed win against Arjun in the
penultimate round. The
�fth-place �nish was a
creditable performance by
Pranesh, the lowest-rated
player in the event who
handed Gukesh a shock
defeat.

The results: D. Gukesh 2 drew
with Hans Niemann (USA) 3;
Nihal Sarin 3.5 drew with M.
Pranesh 3.5; Alireza Firouzja (Fra)
4.5 drew with Arjun Erigaisi 4;
Dmitry Andreikin (Rus) 4 beat
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzb) 3.5.

Final standings: 1. Firouzja, 2.
Andreikin, 3. Arjun, 4.
Abdusattorov, 5. Pranesh, 6.
Nihal, 7. Niemann, 8. Gukesh.

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

Firouzja walks away with the title 

Toast of the town: Firouzja was a crowd favourite after going all the way. B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

The Frenchman plays out a draw with Arjun to bag the top prize; Andreikin surprises with a second-place �nish while Gukesh is last

CHESS 

American Grandmaster
Hans Niemann is known
more for controversies
than his exploits on the
board.

He was involved in a pu-
blic feud with World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen over the
cheating allegations le-
velled against him by the
Norwegian. Despite his
achievements and avowed
ambition to become the
best player on the planet,
his straight-talking seems
to put him in a spot more
often than not.

After the end of the
Chennai Grand Masters
here, the 23-year-old took a
dig at reigning World
champion D. Gukesh and
his predecessor Ding Li-
ren, saying that they had
never been the best
players in spite of winning
the game’s top prize.

“The main reason we’ve
seen Ding and Gukesh do

poorly is that they were
never the best players in
the world. Not even close
to it,” Niemann said on
Wednesday. 

He also criticised the
World Championship for-
mat with “limited number
of games” and said that it
does not necessarily identi-
fy the strongest player over
a sustained period. Despite
that, Niemann felt Uzbekis-
tan’s Javokhir Sindarov was
a deserving challenger for
the title.

As for the match itself,
he opined that Gukesh —
whose con�dence has
been dented by a succes-
sion of poor results — could
return to form with a
bright start.

“If he starts well, re-
gains his con�dence and
takes control, his prime
form could return. But if
he starts poorly, it is just
going to be a reminder of
all the bad results. In one
match of 14 games, anyth-
ing can happen.”

Niemann takes a
dig at Gukesh

No holds barred: Niemann has landed himself in trouble quite a

few times due to his straight-talking. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

Shreyas Iyer will be eager
to earn his �rst win as In-
dia captain when his
young team eyes course
correction against a spun-
ky Zimbabwe side that is
expected to �ght hard dur-
ing the three-match T20I
series starting on Thursday
here.

Having lost six of his
�rst seven games as skip-
per in the series defeats to
Ireland and England, the
contests against Zimbabwe
gives Shreyas a chance to
get the house in order. A
series win against the host
would be the expected out-
come while a defeat could
unnerve the dressing room
which has the 15-year-old
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.

For this short tour, India
will have a stop-gap head
coach in VVS Laxman,
whose personality is dia-
metrically opposite to the
combative Gautam Gamb-
hir. The spotlight will once
again be on ‘Boy Wonder’
Sooryavanshi as he is set to
open in all three games
alongside Abhishek Shar-
ma, given the absence of
Sanju Samson.

The Harare Sports Club
ground will bring back
fond memories for both

Abhishek and Sooryavan-
shi. The Punjab opener
made his international de-
but here and scored his
�rst T20I ton in his second
appearance. For Soorya-
vanshi, this is the venue
where he hammered a
hapless England U-19 team
with 175 in the junior
World Cup �nal earlier this
year.

The series was sup-
posed to be an opportunity
to experiment with a new-
look bowling attack, but it
has turned into a must-win
a�air for India due to re-
cent debacles.

The afternoon games on
pitches here, which always
have a bit of juice and car-
ry, can pose problems for
most of the Indian batters.
Blessing Muzarabani and
Richard Ngarava, two tall
and potent fast bowlers,
have the ability to cause
chaos.

Laxman’s strategy, the-
refore, will be interesting
to watch. The batting posi-
tion of vice-captain Tilak
Varma and the selection of
‘all-rounders’ — among Shi-
vam Dube, Suryansh
Shedge and Harsh Dubey —
in the XI will be closely
monitored.

Teams (from): Zimbabwe:

Sikandar Raza (Capt.), Brian
Bennett, Ryan Burl, Tanaka
Chivanga, Ben Curran, Brad
Evans, Wessly Madhevere,
Tadiwanashe Marumani,
Wellington Masakadza, Blessing
Muzarabani, Dion Myers, Richard
Ngarava, Newman Nyamhuri,
Milton Shumba, Tafadzwa Tsiga.

India: Shreyas Iyer (Capt.),
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, Abhishek
Sharma, Ishan Kishan, Tilak
Varma, Shivam Dube, Harsh
Dubey, Suryansh Shedge, Yash
Thakur, Prince Yadav, Mayank
Yadav, Ashok Sharma, Ravi
Bishnoi, Prabhsimran Singh, and
Rinku Singh.

Match starts at 4:30 p.m. IST.

India faces spirited Zimbabwe
as Shreyas’ search for maiden
win as skipper continues 

Press Trust of India
HARARE

Happy place: Abhishek must have fond memories of Harare Sports

Club, having scored his first T20I ton at the venue. ANI

INDIA IN ZIMBABWE

India captain Shreyas Iyer
wants his players to play
fearless cricket and not be
weighed down by criticism
after the team’s disap-
pointing run in England,
saying the recent setbacks
have only brought the
squad closer ahead of the
three-match T20I series
against Zimbabwe.

India arrives in Zim-
babwe after enduring a
winless white-ball tour of
England and Ireland, but
Shreyas said the team has
identi�ed the areas it
needs to improve on.

“We had a rough patch
in England, but there were
a lot of positives. We got to
know what we have to
build as a team going for-
ward, what kind of pre-
sence of mind, awareness
and adaptability we need
once we step onto the
�eld,” Shreyas said on the
eve of the opening T20I
here.

“Some of us are playing
here for the �rst time, so
the quicker we adapt, the
better results we will get. 

“I don’t think we should
fear failure because when
you have such thoughts at
the back of your mind,
then you play to save your-
self. 

“When you don’t have
that fear, you can get the
best out of yourself.”

Fear of failure
has no place
in this team:
Shreyas

Press Trust of India
HARARE

The Indian sub-junior
boys’ team maintained its
winning run, outplaying
Pakistan and Oman in the
Elite Pool of the FIH Youth
Hockey5s Asian Cham-
pionship here.

Led by Ketan Kushwa-
ha, India �rst registered an
emphatic 14-0 win over
Oman, with the skipper
scoring four goals. 

Ashish Tani Purti struck
a hat-trick, while Rahul Ya-
dav and Shahrukh Ali
scored braces. 

Prahalad Rajbhar, Karan
Gautam and Romit Pal also
found the back of the net.

Against Pakistan, India
prevailed 7-4, with Karan
Gautam completing a hat-
trick. Rahul Yadav, Praha-
lad Rajbhar, captain Kush-
waha and Romit Pal were
the other scorers for India. 

Aslam Muhammad Far-
han, Adeel and Usman Mu-
hammad scored for Pakis-
tan. 

The sub-junior girls,
meanwhile, were held to a
2-2 draw by China before
thrashing Uzbekistan 16-0
in another Elite Pool
match. 

Trailing for most of the
contest after Chen Ge put
China ahead, India fought
back through Nousheen
Naz, who scored twice to
give her side the lead.

However, Jiaxin Guo
netted a late equaliser to
earn China a share of the
points. 

India then rounded o�
the day with a dominant

16-0 win over Uzbekistan,
Nousheen scoring four
goals. 

Sandeepa Kumari and
captain Sweety Kujur
struck hat-tricks, while Di-
ya and Pushpa Manjhi ad-
ded braces. 

Kiran Ekka and Nilam
Topno also got on the sco-
resheet. 

The tournament serves
as a quali�er for the inaug-
ural FIH Youth Hockey5s
World Cup. 

The results: Boys: India 14
(Ashish Tani Purti 1, 16, 19, Rahul

Yadav 2, 12, Shahrukh Ali 3, 13,
Ketan Kushwaha 6, 11, 15, 20,
Prahalad Rajbhar 9, Karan
Gautam 15, Romit Pal 18) bt
Oman 0.

India 7 (Karan Gautam 5, 9, 19,
Rahul Yadav 3, Prahalad 10,
Kushwaha 11, Romit 11) bt
Pakistan 4 (Aslam Muhammad
Farhan 6, Adeel 8, Usman
Muhammad 10, 16).

Girls: India 2 (Nousheen Naz 16,
17) drew with China 2 (Chen Ge 4,
Jiaxin Guo 19).

India 16 (Sandeepa Kumari 2, 6,
20, Diya 3, 17, Nousheen 6, 9, 15,
16, Kiran Ekka 8, Sweety Kujur 10,
13, 20, Pushpa Manjhi 11, 13,
Nilam Topno 18) bt Uzbekistan 0.

Indian boys beat Pakistan, Oman in
youth hockey5s; girls drub Uzbekistan
Press Trust of India
MUSCAT

Good show: While the boys bested Pakistan 7-4, the girls routed Uzbekistan 16-0. X@THEHOCKEYINDIA

Anahat Singh and Aryaveer
Dewan registered facile
wins to enter the pre-quar-
ter�nals of the World
squash junior individual
championships in Ontario,
Canada.

Women’s top seed Ana-
hat brushed aside Hong
Kong’s Pui Yin Chole Lo in
straight games in the
round-of-32, and will next
meet Malaysian Doyce Ye
San Lee.

Aryaveer eased past
South African Joseph Feast
and will take on American
Yaseen Shalaby next.

However, Gurveer
Singh, Yusha Nafees, Saan-
vi Kalanki, Rudra Singh
and Anika Dubey bowed
out after losing to higher
seeded opponents.

The results (round of 32): Men:

Aryaveer Dewan bt Joseph Feast
(RSA) 11-4, 11-3, 11-3; Adam
Hawal (Egy) bt Gurveer Singh
11-6, 11-8, 11-3; Nickhileswar
Moganasundharam (Mas) bt

Yusha Nafees 11-9, 11-7, 11-8.

Women: Savannah Moxham
(Bel) bt Saanvi Kalanki 11-7, 11-4,
11-2; Barb Sameh (Egy) bt Rudra

Singh 11-5, 11-6, 11-1; Tsz Ching

Cheung (HK) bt Anika Dubey 11-6,

11-7, 11-5; Anahat Singh bt Pui

Yin Chole Lo (HK) 11-3, 11-1, 11-3.

Anahat and Aryaveer advance
in World junior squash
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

In focus: Anahat brushed aside Hong Kong’s Pui Yin. WORLD SQUASH

Indian shooters got an ear-
ly indication of the chal-
lenge that awaits them at
the Asian Games in Japan
less than two months from
now as China dominated
the opening day of the
ISSF World Cup here on
Wednesday, winning both
gold medals on o�er while
India �nished without a
podium.

Neither of the country’s
two 10m air pistol mixed
teams progressed beyond
the quali�cation stage.

The pairing of multiple
World Cup gold medallist
Suruchi Inder Singh and
Kedarling Uchaganve �n-
ished ninth with an aggre-
gate score of 577, with Su-
ruchi shooting 292 and
Kedarling managing 285.

India’s second pair of
Sainyam and Kamaljeet al-
so totalled 577 but had to
settle for 11th after scores
of 288 and 289 respective-
ly. 

Indian
shooters
stumble

Press Trust of India
HANGZHOU (CHINA)

Shimron Hetmyer held his nerve in the run chase
to make an unbeaten 69 and steer West Indies to
a two-wicket win over New Zealand on Tuesday
in the �fth and �nal One-Day International in
Barbados. New Zealand took the series 3-2.

The scores: New Zealand 268/9 in 50 overs (Latham 69, Kelly
64, Young 56) lost to West Indies 269/8 in 47.3 overs (Hetmyer
69, Rutherford 61; Lennox 3/35, Du�y 3/67). Toss: West Indies.
PoM: Hetmyer.

Hetmyer takes WI over the
line in a nail-biting �nish
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I
ndian batting prodigy
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
has acknowledged

that he has endured “sev-
eral ups and downs” in the
past four months but his
con�dence remains intact
heading into the T20I se-
ries against Zimbabwe, be-
ginning here on Thursday.

Riding on his IPL blitz-
krieg, the 15-year-old made
it to India’s T20I tours of
Ireland and England. Alth-
ough he did not feature in
the two-match series in
Belfast, he made his inter-
national debut in the se-
cond T20I against England
in Manchester, becoming
India’s youngest-ever inter-
national cricketer, eclips-
ing Sachin Tendulkar’s
long-standing record.

Sooryavanshi played the
next three matches but
managed only modest
scores and was left out of
the �fth and �nal T20I as
Sanju Samson returned to
the XI. 

India went on to lose the
series 0-4.

His omission sparked
criticism from several
former cricketers, who
questioned the team man-
agement’s decision to drop
the teenage opener after
just three innings.

“Yes, there have been
several ups and down in
the last four months; it’s
part of cricket it will keep
happening but I have to fol-
low the process and give
my 100 per cent for the

team,” Sooryavanshi, told
bcci.tv. The youngster was
visibly emotional after be-
ing left out of the �fth and
�nal T20I against England.
Acknowledging the chal-
lenges of dealing with set-
backs at a young age, he
said the support he re-
ceived from those around
him helped him. 

Familiarity
Sooryavanshi was a key
member of India’s trium-
phant U-19 World Cup
campaign in February,
producing a breathtaking
175 o� just 80 balls against
England in the �nal at this
very venue to power India
to the title.

“It’s a very memorable
ground for me. Just four
months back, we had

played the U-19 World Cup
Final and won, so a very
special ground. To repre-
sent India is everyone’s
dream and it’s a very spe-
cial moment.

“I’m playing on a
ground where we won the
U-19 World Cup four
months back and made
history (and) to return to
the ground and play here
will be an altogether di�e-
rent feeling, really enjoy-
ing it,” he said.

“The pitches and the
conditions here, I’ve got a
fair idea about them when
I last played here during
the U-19 World Cup. So, I
will try what all I gathered
during that tournament to
apply those learnings dur-
ing the matches now and
do well”.

Press Trust of India
HARARE

I’ve to give 100% to the
team: Sooryavanshi

Crunch time: In the absence of Samson, Sooryavanshi is set to play

in all three matches against Zimbabwe. ANI

The teenager knows the international circuit won’t be easy; he hopes 

that his experience from the u-19 WC will help him in Zimbabwe

CRICKET

Indian men’s hockey cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh
believes his side is capable
of ending the country’s
�ve-decade-long World
Cup medal drought, saying
the team heads into next
month’s showpiece event
with the same belief and
preparation that helped it
end a 41-year Olympic po-
dium wait at the Tokyo
Games.

India snapped a 41-year
Olympic medal drought by
winning bronze in Tokyo
before repeating the feat
under Harmanpreet’s cap-
taincy at the Paris Games.
The ace drag-�icker now
wants the team to emulate
that success at the World
Cup, to be held in the Neth-
erlands and Belgium from
August 15 to 30.

“We had similar feelings
as before the Tokyo Olym-
pics. Our preparation is
equally strong because our
only goal is to end the 50-
year World Cup podium

drought,” Harmanpreet
said. “We will go with the
same mindset and the
same preparation. There is
no pressure; rather, it is
our responsibility.” 

India’s only World Cup
triumph came in Kuala
Lumpur in 1975. The team
had also won bronze in
1971 and silver in 1973 but
has not reached the podi-
um since 1975.

For several members of
the current squad, includ-
ing those who were part of
India’s back-to-back Olym-
pic bronze-medal-winning
campaigns, the upcoming
World Cup could be their
�nal opportunity to make
an impact on the sport’s
biggest stage.

“The team’s perfor-
mance, con�dence and un-
ity in recent months have
strengthened our belief
that this is a golden oppor-
tunity,” said Harmanpreet.

“The path is not easy. A
lot of hard work is needed.
We play with a never-say-
die attitude and that will
remain our approach even
in the practice sessions.” 

Harmanpreet said no
team could be taken light-

ly. “Every team comes
with a winning mindset
and gives 100 per cent. We
will focus on one match at
a time and not think too far
ahead.”

India showed �ashes of
brilliance during the Euro-
pean leg of the FIH Pro
League, registering wins
over powerhouses the
Netherlands and Germany,
but eventually �nished
eighth in the nine-team
standings.

Harmanpreet said the
experience would prove in-
valuable ahead of the
World Cup.

India will face Pakistan
in the group stage. “There
is always hype around an
India-Pakistan match, but
we remind ourselves not to
get carried away by emo-
tions. Team responsibility
comes �rst. We have done
well against them in recent
years and would like to
continue that.” 

The World Cup will be
followed by the Asian
Games in Japan, where the
champion will secure di-
rect quali�cation for the
2028 Los Angeles Olym-
pics. 

India can end long World Cup
medal drought: Harmanpreet

Optimistic: Harmanpreet feels the team’s performances on the big stage, confidence and unity have

strengthened belief that this is a golden opportunity. THEHOCKEYINDIA

HOCKEY
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Former skipper Anjum
Chopra strongly feels re-
moving Harmanpreet Kaur
from captaincy is merely a
solution as the Indian wo-
men’s team does not have
quality back-up options in
any of the departments.

While Mithali Raj has
urged the selectors to look
at the bigger picture and
groom a young captain like
Shafali Verma for WT20Is,
Anjum doesn’t �nd it a
feasible course correction. 

“Why are we even talk-
ing about a change (in cap-
taincy)? You can make any-
body the captain. That
doesn’t mean that the rest
of the 10 players will start
performing di�erently.
And if that has to happen,
then I think we’re in a very
bad zone or a wrong
place,” Anjum said.

“I’m not saying that no-
body can become a cap-
tain. It’s not a permanent
position for anyone. 

“And if change of cap-
taincy is the solution, then
I think in every series, we
should keep changing cap-
tains if that is the way that
we are going to get results,”
she added.

Anjum also questioned
the preparation of the
team and the lack of faith
in reserve players beyond
the core 12. 

“Let’s just go back to the
2025 ODI World Cup. We
didn’t have a 13th player in
this Indian team. We had
to get Shafali Verma, who
was playing domestic
cricket in Surat, and she
had to come in and walk
straight into the playing
XI.”

Changing
captaincy is
not a solution:
Anjum

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Vedanta Delhi Half
Marathon on Oct. 18
NEW DELHI: The 2026
Vedanta Delhi Half
Marathon will be held on
October 18, with the World
Athletics Gold Label race
set to start and �nish at
the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium here.
Registrations for the
physical and virtual race
categories will open at 7
a.m. on Thursday.
Promoted by Procam
International, the Vedanta
Delhi Half Marathon
enters its third decade this
year, continuing a legacy
that has helped shape the
distance-running
movement in India. 
With a prize purse of
$260,000, the event
attracts amateur and elite
runners from India and
across the world. 

Mohun Bagan-East
Bengal match to
kick-o� Durand Cup
KOLKATA: The 135th edition
of the Durand Cup will
kick o� on July 25 with the
derby between Mohun
Bagan Super Giant and
East Bengal FC.
This year’s edition will
feature new regional
teams and matches will be
held in Ranchi also.

24 teams in fray
The group stage for 24
teams divided into six
groups will be played from
July 28 to August 12 across
�ve host cities — Kolkata,
Ranchi, Imphal, Shillong
and Guwahati. 

The quarter�nals,
featuring the six group
winners and the two best
runners-up, will begin on
August 16.

The semi�nals are
scheduled for August 19
and 20, while the �nal will
be played on August 23 at
the Salt Lake Stadium.

SNAPSHOTS
�

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0



T
hat day is still fresh in memory.
Because that innings is fresh in
memory.

The winter was setting in at
Raipur. The Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Stadium, some 20 kms away from the
city, looked more imposing than usual as
it was virtually empty. There were hardly
any spectators for the Senior Women’s
T20 Challenger Trophy back in 2022. 

It was a pity that Yastika Bhatia’s
unbeaten 99 for India-D against India-C
was watched only by a few. It was a
masterclass in T20 batting. She was
technically correct, played proper
cricketing shots, chose the right balls to
hit, and struck at a rate of 162.

The only thing she got wrong was
counting the balls: otherwise, she would
have completed her century. She may
have missed the hundred by just one run,
but those who watched that innings may
not have forgotten it in a hurry. It remains
one of the very best in the domestic game
over the last few years. Yastika, it was
obvious, would go far.

She may have taken her time, but she
has gone far. All the way to the Lord’s
honours board, in fact. The
25-year-old became the �rst
woman to reach there by
scoring a Test century.

The hundred
consisted of all those
elements which the
Raipur innings had:
technique, lovely
shots, and ability to
choose the right balls
to hit. Of course, the
occasion was bigger.
It was a Test match,
that too a historic one —
the �rst-ever women’s Test
at cricket’s more revered
venue. The bowling was
much stronger: the Laurens —
Bell and Filer — with their
seam speciality, another quick
in Issy Wong and spinners in
Sophie Ecclestone and Mady Villiers.

Crucial performance
Yastika’s 113 helped India declare its
second innings with the bowlers assured
of four sessions in their bid to bundle
England out. They needed only two and
Indian women’s cricket recorded one of
its greatest triumphs of all time — a Test
win at Lord’s by 270 runs.

It was the greatest moment in Yastika’s
professional life. “The best is yet to
come,” she would say. But, this one will
remain special for several reasons, and we
are not just talking about the Lord’s
honours board. This was her �rst-ever
century for India. It came after a terrible
ACL injury and the long, di�cult
rehabilitation process.

Shortly after the Test, in which she also
kept wickets, Yastika looked back at that
tough period. She was honest and spoke
at length. Her face and eyes told what she
had gone through. 

“I started from scratch after the injury,”
said the southpaw. “For the �rst two
months after the surgery, I took total rest.
From there, I had to come back. All the
muscles in my left leg had been lost in
those two months. So after that, I had to
start afresh.”

The rehabilitation stage began
afterwards. “Each muscle you have to
train for... the muscles around the knee,”
she said. “And then slowly there would be
progress. Not in one or two days, surely. It
was very frustrating to miss out on big
tournaments (including the ODI World
Cup that India went on to win at home).”

Staying positive
Yastika, however, remained con�dent. “I
had the belief in myself that I could come
back from this injury,” she said. “The
people around me also helped me keep a
very positive frame of mind. I was able to
do rehab one day at a time.”

What did she �rst do when she �nally
got to the ground at last? “I was keeping
wickets. I just did catching practice, there
was no batting; I was very happy. That

day, I was like a little kid smiling the
whole day. I was glad that I could keep
after four months. Those moments are
priceless; I felt the love of the game again.
Whatever setbacks you have, how deep
that setback is... the love for the game, the
belief in yourself — those are very, very
crucial,” she said. “That will help you to
come out from rock bottom and rise once
again.”

Support system
The top-order batter is grateful to those
who stood by her during those di�cult
days. “A lot of people have helped me
behind the scenes,” she said. 

“My family — my mother, father and
sister — they have been the biggest
support. My coaches and trainers back
home and also the support sta� and
teammates here in England... they have
all backed me. And those at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence (CoE), where I
underwent the rehab... the surgeons,
doctors who took care of my surgery. All
of them played a crucial role. My
comeback wouldn’t have been possible
without them.”

Then there is a familiar name — Smriti
Mandhana, the fellow stylish left-hander
with whom Yastika shared a crucial
second-wicket partnership in the second
innings at Lord’s. Smriti, who had also
gone through the trauma of an ACL
injury, had some advice for her
teammate.

“I had a conversation with Smriti.
She just looked at me and said: ‘This
is going to be a turning point in your
career,’” Yastika recalled. “She said
that because she had faced similar

injuries or setbacks. She had learned
so much about everything... little,

little things in rehab and in cricket. It
completely changed her. She said that my
entire mindset, too, would change.

“She said: ‘Your game will go to a
di�erent level.’ She could sense that. We
had a few chats during my rehab; the
other players were at a camp. I was a little
nervous about how things would go. But
she said: ‘Keep doing your hard work. You
are a sincere kid. You are a good human.
Just keep working hard and your time will
come one day.’”

That day did come. Smriti was there at
Lord’s to watch it from the sidelines and
had been with Yastika out in the middle
for a large part of her innings.

It was lovely to watch both of them bat
together. Smriti is among the most stylish
batters in women’s cricket. Yastika, too, is
elegant and can play gorgeous strokes.

And Yastika loves batting with Smriti.
“You learn so much from her,” she said.
“Her mindset is very good: she always
thinks positively and takes on the
bowlers, but in a subtle way. I always look
up to her. We have good camaraderie and
I enjoy batting with her.”

A moment to remember
Looking back at her historic century,
Yastika said: “It is unbelievable because I
was in a very di�erent place six months
ago. If you had told me that I would have
my name on the honours board at Lord’s,

I wouldn’t have believed it. But I was
taking small steps to that place

and I have worked really hard.
My family’s support has

been there since the
beginning.”

More than her
hundred, she wanted to
ensure India had enough
runs on the board. 

“We had to make a big
score at a good rate so that
we would have enough

time to take England’s 10
wickets,” said Yastika. 

“That was on my mind. I
always play my best when I play for

the team. I never think about my
own score. Playing for the country is a

matter of pride. You must have seen
my celebration; I kissed the �ag on my
helmet. I am proud that I could do it for
my country.”

She could serve the country with both
gloves — the batting as well as keeping
ones — for years to come. Her class has to
be acknowledged, and she deserves a
long run.

Missing out
Interestingly, Yastika is not part of the
squad for the Asian Games in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, starting September
19. She is the only player to be dropped
from the team that played at the T20
World Cup in England, where India was
knocked out in the group stage.

THE GIST

�

In the Lord’s match, Yastika’s
113 helped India declare its
second innings with the
bowlers assured of four
sessions in their bid to 
bundle England out

�

Smriti, who had also gone
through the trauma of an ACL
injury, helped the fellow
southpaw during her
comeback

�

Interestingly, the 25-year-old is
not part of the squad for the
Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan, starting September 19

P.K. Ajith Kumar

I started from scratch after the
injury. But I had the belief in
myself that I could come back

YASTIKA
India wicketkeeper-batter

Yastika
— the leftie who 
is right up there

The top-order batter endured tough times after su�ering an ACL injury but managed to bounce

back with a bang; the entry into the Lord’s honours board was the fruit of her grind 
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SCIENCE

T
he view that arti�cial
intelligence (AI) can pose an
existential threat to humankind
using technologies like nuclear

weapons has been around for some years
now. Last year, after examining such
threats and risks, one study from the
Rand Corporation, a global policy
think-tank, argued that such risks could
not be ruled out.

The study also went on to identify four
capabilities that it said AI will have to
possess in order to pose an existential
threat: “(i) integration with key
cyber-physical systems, (ii) the ability to
survive without human maintainers, (iii)
the objective to cause human extinction,
and (iv) the ability to persuade or deceive
humans to avoid detection.”

But recent developments, including the
con�icts in West and South Asia and in
Eastern Europe, have kept concerns that
mix nuclear weapons and AI alive.

In the absence of a speci�c treaty to
address such a threat, on July 16, a group
of Nobel laureates, AI scientists, religious
leaders, and other luminaries signed the
so-called ‘Rome Declaration for an
Unarmed and Disarming Peace’. The
Declaration calls for an international
treaty to ban autonomous systems from
accessing nuclear launches while
emphasising that the threat is also not so
far-fetched.

Inspired by Pope Leo XIV’s encyclical
Magni�ca Humanitas, which issued a
“clarion call” to protect human dignity
against technological overreach, the
Declaration can be read more as a nudge
than as an impactful push for a treaty. At
present, there is no consensus among
countries on what such a treaty should
cover or even on banning AI with
autonomous capabilities on the war front.

Principles of the Declaration
The Declaration articulates six principles
(quoted verbatim):

(i) Disarming the next arms race,
(ii) Responsible development,
(iii) Responsible use of AI,
(iv) Responsible governance,
(v) Responsible leadership, and
(vi) Nuclear disarmament.
To these ends, it also put forth �ve

ethical and operational principles, as
follows (also quoted verbatim):

1. “Mandatory meaningful human
control” — absolutely prohibiting any
automated, algorithmic or AI-driven
system from making the �nal decision
regarding the use or deployment of
nuclear weapons.

2. “The ‘digital commons’ model” —
based on the fact that those who do not
have access or control over technologies
such as AI are likely to be a�ected more
by its unintended consequences; based
on this, the Declaration calls for more
data for experts to better understand
existential threats, including ungoverned
AI.

3. “Responsible development” — a
mandate for the developers of AI to
publish the ethical frameworks guiding
their models and explicitly forbidding the
pursuit of fully autonomous and
self-improving systems that cannot be
monitored, audited or abruptly halted by
human operators.

4. “Internal arsenal vulnerability
audits” — an urgent request to the world’s
nuclear states to conduct rigorous
internal reviews to protect existing atomic
command-and-control systems from
AI-driven cyber-tampering or
unauthorised algorithmic interference.

5. “Time-bound, veri�able
disarmament” — a renewal of good-faith
international negotiations in pursuit of
completely, irreversibly, and veri�ably
eliminating nuclear weapons.

A necessary declaration
The Declaration is timely and
commendable. To understand why, one
must look past the standard anti-war
rhetoric and towards the contemporary
operational realities of geopolitics,
military technologies, and the ways in
which AI is being used. Indeed, the
Declaration text well-re�ects the concerns
over the acute systemic crises that have
been fuelled of late by several dangerous
factors and growing faultlines.

For instance, the concept of ‘mutually
assured destruction’ — in which opposing
sides avoid attacking each other with
nuclear weapons because a �rst strike
could trigger devastating retaliation,
destroying both parties — relied heavily
on human hesitation, diplomatic
backchannels, and moral pause. During
the 1962 Cuban missile crisis and the 1983
Soviet nuclear false alarm incident
involving Stanislav Petrov, disaster was
averted precisely because human beings
exercised caution, intuition, scepticism,

and moral choice.
However, AI-driven predictive logistics

and autonomous battle management
systems operate at speeds that compress
decision-making windows from several
hours to just seconds. So when an
algorithm �ags what it has concluded is
an incoming missile, a human operator
caught in an ‘automated loop’ may not
have the practical window of time
required to critically verify the data,
consult peers, or de-escalate.

Thus, the Declaration recognises that
introducing AI into strategic command
structures fundamentally replaces human
judgment with computational guidance,
and could eliminate the ‘safety valve’ that
is human doubt and hesitation. In these
scenarios, the human in the loop may also
be overwhelmed with panic or uneasiness
and may go with the machine’s suggested
assessment.

Second, large language models and
deep neural networks are plagued by
well-documented failure modes such as
hallucinations and data poisoning
(maliciously corrupting training data to
manipulate AI behaviour). In normal
circumstances, a malfunctioning
algorithm may result in a corrupted image
or a faulty prediction, with insu�cient
time to rectify that. And in a geopolitical
crisis, an algorithm misinterpreting an
image or a routine network ping as an
imminent, clear, and major threat could
automatically trigger a retaliatory
sequence as the logical response. Worse,
an algorithmic false positive that
compresses the decision window to a few
seconds to respond or decide could result
in an unintentional retaliation, with
unforeseen or even catastrophic
consequences.

Since the reasoning of most AI models
also happens within a ‘black box’, relying
on them to guide decisions that could
a�ect millions of lives is the anti-thesis of
ethical and scienti�c responsibility.

Third, the global order is in deep crisis.
Decades of hard-won security
infrastructure — whether the

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, the Open Skies Treaty or New
STAR — are teetering. At the same time,
an uncontrolled, multipolar arms race is
underway as nuclear nations actively
expand or modernise their stockpiles.

In the absence of a binding moral and
legal framework, a dangerous security
dilemma could arise in which state actors
feel compelled to automate their defence
networks out of fear that their adversaries
already possess or will possess an
algorithmic speed advantage.

The Declaration thus speaks on the
need to break this cycle of paranoia, and
provides an objective baseline of restraint
that treats human control not as a binding
legal prerequisite.

Fourth, drawing the concept of an
“unarmed and disarming peace” from
Pope Leo XIV, the signatories point out
that the current trajectory of frontier AI
development is prima facie a destabilising
force. When technologies become
concentrated in the hands of a few
companies and/or nations, and are used
to entrench military domination, they
cease to be neutral. In fact, they heighten
security anxieties among non-nuclear
states. And the Declaration correctly
identi�es that true peace requires
dismantling the underlying motivations
for violence, such as fear, systemic hubris,
and the illusion of absolute safety through
digital dominance.

Iran’s nuclear programme
Real-world geopolitical crises are
currently testing the fears that the
Declaration seeks to allay — and perhaps
no more so than the volatile trajectory of
the Iranian nuclear programme, which
has been marked by, among other things,
direct military engagements and complex
diplomatic stalemates.

Following Iran’s breaches of its
non-proliferation obligations and
subsequent major joint military strikes by
the U.S. and Israel, the traditional
architecture of arms control has been
revealed to be completely broken.

In highly contested environments with
multiple adversaries, militaries are
increasingly leveraging AI for advanced
target characterisation and predictive
intelligence tracking. When international
inspection and diplomatic bu�ers break
down, the states that rely largely on
algorithmic data processing to monitor
active nuclear facilities also vastly
increase the risk of an unveri�ed
algorithmic assessment triggering action
(as discussed above).

Today, it is possible to use AI to secure
underground facilities, optimise advanced
centrifuge logistics, and defend against
incoming digital intrusions.

However, if the AI system controlling or
monitoring an enrichment facility
misinterprets a standard network probe
or a mere physical strike as the prelude to
a devastating attack, its automated
defence protocols could trigger an
immediate but also disproportionate
missile response. And this can happen
even before a state has decided on what it
should do, including — importantly —
whether it should attempt to
communicate with other actors.

Asymmetric speed
A state facing advanced adversaries may
also expect more from automating its
strategic defence networks. If an actor
believes their command structures can be
compromised or outpaced by an
adversary’s AI-driven targeting, they have
a strong incentive to pre-delegate
response authority to an algorithmic
system. The Declaration addresses this
fatal scenario and cautions rightly that
trying to achieve a tactical speed
advantage using automation can pave the
way for an unmanageable, spiraling
escalation that — beyond a point — no
state may be able to safely control.

Thus, in one sense, the ‘Rome
Declaration for an Unarmed and
Disarming Peace’ is a vital intervention
against technological fatalism and blind
faith in technology.

It wants humanity to look into a mirror
and re�ect on the fact that allowing
autonomous software to govern nuclear
hardware is an existential gamble that
humankind can only lose.

During the summit when the
Declaration was signed, the physicist and
Nobel Physics laureate David Gross said
the ultimate success of the text lies in
generating intense public awareness that
then drives grassroots pressure. The
Declaration also provides the moral,
philosophical, and technical lexicon
necessary to challenge the uncontrolled
militarisation of the digital frontier. The
thorny fact is that while technology can
be automated, our collective ethical
responsibility — required to ensure the
survival of future generations — must
never be outsourced to a machine or a
system driven by AI, no matter how
intelligent it is made to be.

How the world’s states respond to the
Declaration’s calls to action remains to be
seen. Given the fact that many states are
also reluctant to negotiate and sign a
treaty that deals with the use and role of
AI in warfare, the goals of the Declaration
seem ambitious. But there must be no
doubt that its warnings are on point.
(Krishna Ravi Srinivas is DPIIT-IPR Chair
Professor and director, Centre of Excellence
in AI and Law, NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad. k.ravisrinivas@gmail.com)

Convergent perils: luminaries against
human ethics being outsourced to AI
In mid-July, a group of Nobel laureates, AI scientists, and other luminaries signed the ‘Rome Declaration for an Unarmed and Disarming Peace’ which

calls for an international treaty to ban autonomous systems from accessing nuclear launches while emphasising that the threat is not so far-fetched
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In this October 25, 1962, photo, U.S. ambassador to the UN, Adlai Stevenson, presents evidence of

Russian R-12 missiles in Cuba to the UN Security Council. During the Cuban missile crisis and the 1983
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F
orest �res in the Brazilian Amazon
fell to a historic low in 2025 after
peaking the previous year,

according to a report published on
Tuesday.

The data gathered by environmental
monitoring network MapBiomas show
that �res eased o� across the country as
well, with burned areas nationwide at
their smallest since 2018.

Flames engulfed the world’s largest
tropical rainforest in 2024 when an
unprecedented drought triggered the
spread of �res, the majority of which
were man-made.

Using satellite images, MapBiomas
found that last year saw a reversal of the
critical situation, with 3.1 million hectares
burned — the smallest area since records
began in 1985.

The decline was “out of the ordinary,”
geographer and report coordinator Ane
Alencar told presspersons.

A delayed rainy season between 2024
and 2025 blocked the emergence of the
“ideal window for burning in certain
areas” where �re is used to clear
agricultural land, Ms. Alencar said.

Poorly managed �res of this type are
exacerbated by illicit practices such as
deforestation, which is common in areas
where illegal mining occurs.

Deforestation also eased o� last year,
MapBiomas said, which drastically
reduces the amount of fuel available to
start �res.

The report highlighted the
“psychological factor” among
communities who feared a �re season like
2024 and therefore helped control any
outbreaks.

Fewer �res, it said, “interrupts a
sequence of years of �re expansion and
returns the country to a historically lower
level of burned area.”

Central Brazil’s vast Cerrado savanna,
however, “kept burning” at similar rates,
Ms. Alencar said.

She also �agged the potential arrival of
a “super El Nino” this year, referring to a
climate phenomenon that brings “an
extended dry season and a greater risk of
forest �res.”

Protecting the Amazon is crucial to
combat climate change, since its dense
vegetation absorbs the greenhouse gases
that cause global warming.

O�cial data from the �rst quarter of
2026 shows that deforestation is at its
lowest-ever rate this decade, with
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
pledging to eradicate the practice by
2030.

The latest report will come as good
news for the leftist President ahead of
seeking reelection in October where he
will be looking to nab a fourth
non-consecutive term in o�ce, partly by
championing environmental causes.

But his decision to endorse a major
o�shore oil exploration project o� the
coast of the Amazon has garnered
virulent criticism from activists.

Fires in Brazil’s
Amazon fell 
to historic low
in 2025: report

Data show a reversal of the critical situation in

2024 when flames engulfed the world’s largest

tropical rainforest. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Protecting the Amazon is crucial
to combat climate change. Fewer
�res, the report said, ‘interrupts a
sequence of years of �re
expansion and returns the
country to a historically lower
level of burned area’

Agence France-Presse

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0

2fc42cf3-7364-4766-badf-6d89935c52b0


