FRIDAY
July 10, 2026

DELHI
CITY EDITION

20 Pages ¥12.00

THE

www.thehindu.com

g “ Zamms\ 5 S >,
A= =<\ 2 DNS)=2 284 <))

INDIA’S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878

HINDU

Vol. 16 « No. 163

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08
RNI No. UPENG/2012/49940

To subsgribe, [OE- TR0
give amissed call at A
9828331787

orscan QR code 5

Printed at  »  Chennai »

Coimbatore

» Bengaluru » Hyderabad »

Madurai ~ »

Noida ~ »

Visakhapatnam

»  Thiruvananthapuram  »  Kochi

Vijayawada »  Mangaluru »

Tiruchirapalli ~ »

Kolkata ~»  Hubballi »

Mohali ~ »

Malappuram ~ »

Mumbai ~ »

Lucknow »  Cuttack » Patna

MALFUNCTION SUSPECTED
Probe ordered into
UAV crash in Gujarat

NEWS » PAGE 14

g

#

=

(i i

-« istrikes amid
-~ funeral of

‘' Khamenei

H
4]

WORLD » PAGE 16

¥

' RENEWED HOSTILITIES

U.S., Iran trade

UNLAWFUL MINING

CISF seizes over 400
tonnes of illegal coal
NEWS » PAGE 14

PARLEY

Should India
restart dialogue
with Pakistan? L

Breaking down the
neighbours’ standpoints

OPINION » PAGE 9

HISTORIC OCCASION

India meets England
in a Test at Lord’s
SPORT » PAGE 20

IN BRIEF

Death toll climbs
to 3 in Rohini
building collapse

NEW DELHI

The death toll rose to three
on Thursday after rescuers in
an overnight operation pulled
out two more bodies from
the rubble of a four-storey
under-construction building
that collapsed in north-west
Delhi’s Rohini Sector 16

on Wednesday. » Page 2

After arrest, Sena
corporator checks
into hospital

THANE

Soon after he was arrested
for allegedly assaulting two
doctors at a civic-run hospital,
Shiv Sena corporator Ramesh
Mhatre was hospitalised for
chest pain, officials said on
Thursday. » Page 4

India, Australia move to deepen
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Amid geostrategic uncertainties, Prime Minister Modi, his Australian counterpart, Albanese, adopt declaration to expand

maritime security ties and defence collaboration; the countries also seal pacts on civil nuclear energy and critical minerals

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

ndia and Australia on
l Thursday adopted a
Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security
Cooperation, committing
to significantly deepen mil-
itary engagement, streng-
then defence industrial
collaboration, and expand
maritime security coopera-
tion amid growing geostra-
tegic uncertainty in the In-
do-Pacific region. The two
countries also sealed pacts
on civil nuclear energy and
critical minerals sectors.
The declaration, adopt-
ed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his Aus-
tralian counterpart,
Anthony Albanese, out-
lines an ambitious road
mabp to elevate defence ties
through closer strategic
consultations, enhanced

interoperability between
the armed forces, expand-
ed military exercises, and
greater collaboration in de-
fence science, technology,
and industrial supply
chains.

A statement released by
the office of the Australian
Prime Minister mentioned
that, under the declara-
tion, the two sides agreed
to hold regular consulta-
tions on defence-related
developments in the Indo-
Pacific affecting their
shared interests, increase
the complexity of bilateral
and multilateral military
exercises, accelerate ef-
forts to improve interoper-
ability and information
sharing between their
armed forces, and expand
aircraft deployments from
each other’s territories.

The agreement also en-
visages deeper personnel

Tactical ties: PM Narendra Modi being greeted by his Australian
counterpart, Anthony Albanese, in Melbourne on Thursday. AP

exchanges through educa-
tion, training, and liaison
appointments, while ex-
ploring opportunities to

cooperate in recruiting
skilled personnel for their
respective defence
workforces.

Mr. Modi emphasised
the importance of a free
and stable Indo-Pacific and
highlighted the growing

engagement between the
two countries in the de-
fence domain. “The Indo-
Pacific is not just the con-
fluence of two oceans. It al-
so symbolises the shared
aspirations of like-minded
democracies like India and
Australia,” he said.

The agreement on civil
nuclear energy to facilitate
the commercial supply of

uranium from Australia to
India to fuel nuclear power
projects came nearly 12
years after the two coun-
tries inked a historic civil
nuclear cooperation pact.

“Today, we have signed
an important agreement in
the field of nuclear energy.
This will open the way for
uranium supplies from
Australia to India and give
new impetus to our clean
energy objectives,” Mr. Mo-
di said.

He also announced the
launch of the Australia-In-
dia Partnership on Cyber,
Critical Technologies, and
Supply Chains and said
both sides will also work
together on a critical min-
erals corridor.
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Modi hails Australia’s
social media ban on
minors, signals curbs

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday praised
Australia’s ban on social
media access for teenag-
ers, in the clearest indica-
tion so far that the Union
government is mulling si-
milar curbs. “I have fol-
lowed you closely, and the
way you have legislated
and worked to protect so-
ciety in IT and social media
is inspiring the world,” Mr.
Modi told Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese in remarks open to
the press.

Australia’s Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Act, 2024,
requires social media plat-
forms to detect and block
access to children below
the age of 16. Union Minis-
ter of Electronics and In-
formation  Technology,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, had
confirmed discussions for
similar curbs in India dur-

Digital control

Several countries are following
Australia’s footsteps to curb
social media use by children

Malaysia: under-16s barred
from owning social accounts

Indonesia: minors blocked
from ‘high-risk’
platforms

France: Bill
passed to ban

social media | "
use by A
under-15s h

ing the AI Impact Summit
earlier in February.

‘Right way to go’
“Certainly there is a need
for protecting our chil-
dren, protecting our socie-
ty... we are in a conversa-
tion regarding age-based
restrictions with the va-
rious social media plat-
forms... the right way to go
about this,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Four Indian nationals detained last vear,
pushed into Bangladesh return home

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Four people from Birbhum
in West Bengal, detained
by the Delhi Police last
year and pushed into Ban-
gladesh, were brought
back to India on Wednes-
day after a year-long legal
battle. The group of retur-
nees included Sweety Bibi,
her two minor sons, and
Danish Sheikh, who were
picked up by the police
along with two others from
the national capital in May
last year over suspicion of
being infiltrators and later
pushed across the border
into Bangladesh.

In December 2025, Su-
nali Khatun, wife of Mr.
Sheikh, and her minor son
had returned to India after
the Supreme Court inter-

. TTRREL ‘ =%

Sweety Bibi, one of the four returnees, in Malda, West Bengal, on

Wednesday. PTI

vened. Ms. Khatun was
pregnant at that time and
her father had argued that
if his daughter gave birth in
Bangladesh, the child
would have no claim to an

Indian citizenship. After
her return, Ms. Khatun
gave birth to a child in a
State-run hospital in West
Bengal in January.
Trinamool Congress MP

Samirul Islam on Thursday
applauded the Indian judi-
ciary for its help in bring-
ing back the remaining
four, who returned
through the border in Mal-
da district. He said while
there is no problem with
the deportation of illegal
migrants, Indian nationals
should not be subjected to
injustice and harassment.

‘Such a long time’

“They stayed there [Ban-
gladesh] for over a year.
Even Bangladesh had writ-
ten letters that Indians
who were pushed back ille-
gally must be taken back,
but it took such a long
time,” Mr. Islam, former
chairperson of the West
Bengal Migrant Welfare
Board, told The Hindu on
Thursday.

Monsoon has covered the entire country,
a day later than normal, announces IMD

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon
covered the entire country
on Thursday, a day later
than its normal date, after
advancing into the remain-
ing parts of the north Ara-
bian Sea, Rajasthan, Ha-
ryana, and Punjab, India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD) officials said.

The nationwide cover-
age came 35 days after the
monsoon reached Kerala
on June 5. While the ad-
vance was slower than in
recent years, the July 9
date is not unusual histori-
cally.

Since 1971, the monsoon
has covered the country on
dates ranging from June 16
in 2013 to August 15 in

CM
K

"

Water traffic: Children having fun in a waterlogged road after a

-

heavy spell of rain in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

2002, according to IMD
data.

The monsoon’s progress
has accelerated over the
past week, accompanied
by widespread heavy rain
across several parts of the
country. Delhi and the Na-

tional Capital Region re-
ceived significant rainfall
overnight and on Thurs-
day, causing waterlogging
and traffic disruptions in
several areas.

The recent wet spell, ho-
wever, does not necessari-

ly indicate how rainfall will
evolve through the rest of
the month.

The IMD has forecast
below-normal rainfall for
the country as a whole in
July, defined as less than
94% of the long-period av-
erage, even as some parts
of northwest and north-
east India, east-central In-
dia, and the eastern penin-
sula may receive normal to
above-normal rainfall. July
receives the highest rain-
fall among the monsoon
months and is critical for
agriculture.

India’s current mon-
soon rainfall deficit stands
at 15%, a sharp improve-
ment from 38% on June 30.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

SC considers
reference of
provision to
furnish reason
during arrests

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday indicated that
the Meghalaya govern-
ment’s appeal against the
grant of bail to Sonam
Raghuvanshi, accused of
murdering her newlywed
husband Raja Raghuvan-
shi, may have to be re-
ferred to a larger Bench in
view of conflicting deci-
sions of coordinate Bench-
es on whether the grounds
of arrest must be furnished
to an accused in writing.

Appeal against bail

The State was appealing
against a June 29 order of
the Meghalaya High Court,
which had upheld a trial
court’s decision granting
bail to Ms. Raghuvanshi
saying that the police had
failed to effectively com-
municate the grounds of
her arrest. “Basically, the
issue is whether written
grounds of arrest are man-
datory or not... We will de-
cide whether the matter re-
quires to be referred to a
larger Bench. There is a
conflict arising from diffe-
rent coordinate Bench
judgments,” the Bench
comprising Justices Manoj
Misra and Shree Chan-
drashekhar said.

The Bench directed Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta, appearing for the State,
to file written submissions
along with photocopies of
the documents furnished
to the accused so that it
could examine the exact
nature of the information
communicated at the time
of arrest. The matter has
been posted for further
hearing on July 14.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

For some,
Forum is a religion

No wonder our students ( and teachers ) choose to come back
to us. No forced conversions. Some call it a [[JZIE we call
it trust. Here is a list.

Zinnia Aurora (AIR 6, 156)*. Pakshal Secretry (AIR 8), Ishan Bhatnagar (AIR 5, 276)*,

Ujjwal Priyank (AIR 10), Monika Srivastava (AIR 16, 455)*, Geetika Arora (AIR 22), Jeenu Sri
Jaswanth*(AIR 23, 162, 392) , Bhavika Chopra* (AIR 25,476) , Deepanshu Jindal (AIR 38),
Aniket Ranjan* (AIR 48, 857) , Deeksha Chourasiya (AIR 44), Samiksha Dwivedi (AIR 56) ,
Shruti Sharma (AIR 1), Ishita Kishore (AIR 1), Banna venkatesh (AIR 15), Smriti Mishra (AIR 4),
Kanishak Aggrawal (AIR 72, 279), Harsh Nehra (AIR 74) ... and so on
*Candidates marked with a star(*) joined us in both attempts - the year they got first selection as well as again

for rank improvement. All other candidates joined ForumIAS various program including, but not limited to
MGP in more than one attempt making the necessary improvements. For the full list, please

visit https://forumias.com/blog/testimonals

ADMISSIONS OPEN

PREPARE pre-cum-mains

Current Affairs with VALUE ADDITION)

BY DIPIN DAMODARAN & SAHIL SIR

5PM
28 JULY

CA Classes by ForumIAS are the only Current Affairs course you will ever need to
not only crack the Civils, but get a top score and a top rank. 5 out of top 10 rankers =
in CSE 2025 have been students of CA Classes by Dipin Damodaran =

Study from real teachers, with a real academy that has delivered results
consistently. Year after year. No wonder we are the academy choice for the
serious aspirant. But do not take our word. Attend upto 2 classes open and free
for all at 5PM, 28th July in New Delhi

SCAN TO Al

2zl Forumlii

WE BUILD OFFICERS

(0)
(0]

Prelims has a 69% success rate* if you are a Top 100 rank holder in Forum Residential

Coaching.

In 2025 we invited a bunch of students who had never cleared prelims before - with one condition -
they should have at least 2 attempts left for preparation in a residential setup. After months of
training for Civils, on May 1, we openly published our students name with roll number and called it
the Rankforge Challenge. 50% of FRC students ( FRC -8 ) have cleared prelims for the first time in
Pre 2026 . If you know someone who is otherwise studious and bright - even if the last time she/he
was bright was at school - half a decade ago - but is struggling to clear prelims refer him/her to

RankForge and we will do our best to build officers out of them. Visit

https;//go.forumias.com/rankforgechallenge to see the public list and know more.

INVITING APPLICATION FOR

SEPT

RankForge | FRC #15

*past balch performance is no guarantee of future s

Students own

hard work contributes 99% to the success. The academy provides the missing 1%.

PLOT NO. 36, 3" FLOOR (ABOVE KALYAN JEWELERS), PUSA ROAD, NEW DELHI, 110005
@ admissions@forumias.academy | https:/academy.forumias.com @ 9311740400 @ 9311740404
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Respond to hotel plea
challenging eviction
notice: HC to Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday sought the
Centre’s response to a pe-
tition filed by Sir Sobha
Singh and Sons Private Li-
mited, owner of the Am-
bassador Hotel, challeng-
ing a show-cause notice
issued to it seeking evic-
tion from the 7.58-acre Su-
jan Singh Park premises.

Issuing a notice to the
Centre, the court granted
it three weeks to file a rep-
ly in the matter.

The counsel for the pe-
titioner submitted that an
eviction order could be
passed on July 10, the date
when the matter is listed
for hearing before the Es-
tate Officer of the Land
and Development Office.

The counsel urged the
court to direct the Estate
Officer to decide the issue
of maintainability of pro-
ceedings under the Public
Premises (Eviction of Un-
authorised Occupants) Act
before proceeding further
on the matter.

The court, however, re-
fused to interfere with the
manner in which the pro-
ceedings are being con-
ducted, stating, “They are
the statutory authorities.

They will take care of it
themselves.”

In the petition, Sir Sob-
ha Singh and Sons Pvt.
Ltd. challenged in the
court the show-cause not-
ice dated June 11 issued by
the Estate Officer under
the Public Premises (Evic-
tion of Unauthorised Oc-
cupants) Act, 1971.

‘No jurisdiction’
The petitioner contended
that the show-cause notice
must be quashed as the Es-
tate Officer has no jurisdic-
tion to proceed in the mat-
ter and it is not an
“unauthorised occupant”.
The petitioner stated
that it holds a registered
“government grant” dated
October 8, 1945 with res-
pect to the land. It added
that the government’s at-
tempt to “re-enter” in
1960 after determination
of the perpetual lease was
declared “wrong and ille-
gal” by a court in 2009.
The petitioner also stat-
ed that although the Cen-
tral government’s appeal
against the decision was
allowed by the appellate
court on June 9, the peti-
tioner’s subsequent ap-
peal is pending in the High
Court. The matter will be
heard next on August 17.

Death toll climbs to 3 In
Rohini building collapse

Building owner’s husband, construction worker among deceased; rescue operation almost over,

debris being cleared, cause of incident under probe: police; FIR lodged against unknown persons

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

he death toll rose to
T three on Thursday
after rescuers in an
overnight operation pulled
out two more bodies from
the rubble of a four-storey
under-construction build-
ing that collapsed in north-
west Delhi’s Rohini Sector
16 on Wednesday.
According to the police,
the deceased have been
identified as Ram Dua, 62,
husband of building owner
Manju Dua; and Kafe Mo-
hammad alias Nurul, 24, a
worker at the site. On Wed-
nesday, Ram Kishan, 42, a
biker who was passing
through the area when the
building collapsed, died af-
ter coming under debris.
The police have regis-
tered an FIR in connection
with the incident against
unknown persons under
Section 105 (culpable hom-
icide not amounting to
murder) of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. “The res-
cue operation is almost ov-
er. Removal of debris is still
going on. The cause of the
collapse is under investiga-

of the building collapse in Rohini’s Sector 16 on Thursday. PTI

tion,” said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Rohi-
ni) Shashank Jaiswal.

The building was under
construction for the past
one year and nearing com-
pletion, officials said. “As
the work was almost over,
the number of workers at
the site was fewer than
usual,” an officer said.

Comprised two flats

The building comprised
two Delhi Development
Authority flats measuring
26 sq. metres each, an offi-
cial said. “The family had
been staying at the site for

the past 50 years. Over a
year ago, they decided to
raze the house and rebuild
it from scratch. Ram Dua
was supervising the con-
struction,” the official said.
During the day, family
members of the deceased
waited outside the Baba Sa-
heb Ambedkar Hospital’s
mortuary for the bodies to
be handed over to them af-
ter the post-mortem.
Kafe’s family came all
the way from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Bahraich. Safiya Be-
gum said her son was the
eldest of five siblings. “We
learned about the incident

at 1.30 a.m. when the pol-
ice called. We rushed to
Delhi,” she said. Her hus-
band, Shaan Mohammad,
is a daily wage worker.

The family said Kafe had
joined work at the site only
two days ago. His cousin,
Saddam alias Ravi, 32, was
rescued on Wednesday. “At
the time of the collapse,
Saddam and Kafe were
working on the second
floor,” a relative said.

Kishan’s wife Renu held
back tears as she recollect-
ed the events of the pre-
vious day. “He had lunch
and left, only to never
come back again,” she said.

Ms. Renu said her broth-
er-in-law did not know how
to break the news to her
and lied that her mother-
in-law was injured in the
incident. “When I reached
the spot, I realised it was
my husband,” she said.

Relatives and friends re-
called Ram Dua as a lively
individual who was fond of
making reels. They said in
the last reel he posted on
Instagram, he said: “Ameer
hun, amar nahi, mujhe bhi
marna hoga (I am rich, not
immortal. I will also die).”

BJP, AAP spar over
waterlogging after
rain lashes Capital

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP and the Opposition
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
clashed over waterlogging
after heavy rain lashed the
city on Thursday.

Public Works Depart-
ment Minister Parvesh Sa-
hib Singh highlighted that
Minto Bridge, Zakhira,
Dhaula Kuan, and Mool-
chand — areas known for
severe waterlogging — wit-
nessed smooth traffic.
“This has been possible be-
cause of months of prepa-
ration and tireless efforts
of our engineers and emer-
gency teams,” he said.

He added that the de-
partment deployed 754
permanent pumps at 167
locations and 305 tempor-
ary pumps at 273 locations
to prevent waterlogging.

CM Rekha Gupta also in-
spected drainage arrange-
ments at Shalamar village
in Shalimar Bagh, her As-
sembly constituency.

According to the India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment, Delhi received 72.6
mm of rainfall in the 24
hours ending at 8.30 a.m.,
and 32.4 mm between 8.30
a.m. and 5.30 p.m.

AAP chief Arvind Kejri-

Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh at
the PWD control room at ITO on
Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

wal, however, said his go-
vernment had addressed
waterlogging at Minto
Bridge and alleged that the
BJP was now taking credit
for it. He alleged that the ci-
ty is getting flooded even
after short spells of rain.
“This time, even Sadar
Bazar has been sub-
merged,” AAP Delhi chief
Saurabh Bharadwaj said.

‘Visible changes’
In response, Mr. Singh said
waterlogging earlier led to
blocked roads, stranded
vehicles, and hours of in-
convenience, but the BJP
assured the people that
this would change.
“Today’s rainfall has
shown that when prepara-
tion meets commitment,
results are visible on the
ground,” he said.

SRDC renamed Indraprastha Virasat Punarvikas Nigam

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday renamed the
Shahjahanabad Redeve-
lopment Corporation

(SRDC) as the Indraprastha
Virasat Punarvikas Nigam
(IVPN), with a renewed fo-
cus on heritage conserva-
tion alongside urban
development.

The decision was taken

at the corporation’s annual
general meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta. She said redevelopment
of Chandni Chowk and
other heritage sites in the
370-year-old walled city

would be prioritised with
improved infrastructure.
Plans include better
parking, public facilities, a
tourist assistance centre,
and upgraded civic infras-
tructure. Officials said de-

tailed redevelopment
plans would be prepared
for key areas, including Ja-
ma Masjid and Yamuna Ba-
zar, while ensuring the pre-
servation of Old Delhi’s
historical character.

TRIPURA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(Department of Power Government of Tripura)

PNle-T No.F. 6(569)/TREDA/NCES/2025-26/2771
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Date 08/07/2026

Guarantee and Annual

The tender papers

3:00 PM.

On Behalf of Tripura Renewable Energy Development
Agency (TREDA), Joint Director, TREDA invites e-tender for the
work of Solarization of grid connected Small Bore Deep Tube
Well (SBDTW) based 1-3 HP capacity AC Water Supply Pumps
under Jal Jeevan Mission including 5 (five) years Warranty /
Maintenance Contract
insurance coverage on turn-key basis in Tripura vide DNle-T No.
F. 6(569)/TREDA/NCES/2025-26/2770, dated 08/07/2026.
may be
e-procurement portal https://tripuratenders.gov.in and the
deadline for submission of online e-bid is 29/07/2026 up to

including

downloaded from

(D S DAS)
Joint Director

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

7 OBITUARY

o

L A
=

) I,

g

89 YEARS
W/o Thiru.UPPU SHOBHAN BABU
(ACTOR)

Expired on 09.07.2026 at 5:30 pm
Funeral on 10.07.2026 4 pm at
No 23, Drift Wood Avenue
Akkarai, ECR, Sholinganallur
Chennai-600119

Deeply moanned by
Son:- UPPU KARUNASESH
3% & FAMILY .

Mrs.UPPU SHANTHA KUMARI

ODISHA UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY
BHUBANESWAR - 751003, ODISHA, INDIA

Email: registrar@ouat.ac.in; Visit us at: www.ouat.ac.in

1001/93/2627

OUAT-CT-PURCH - No.10789 / OUAT, Date: 09" July, 2026

Sealed tenders are invited from reputed stockist/dealers in single bid system
for empanelment of suppliers for supply of gases / gases with
cylinder-regulator to different offices at Bhubaneswar and other locations of
OUAT throughout Odisha. Firms having valid GST, PAN and supply network in
India, preferably in Odisha may download the tender document from our
official website www.ouat.ac.in and submit their offer along with all required
documents through speed post or courier so as to reach the Registrar, Odisha
University of Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar by dt. 31.07.2026
(up to 5.00 PM). For details of important information, terms and conditions,
requirements, opening of bids, etc. please refer to the tender document
available at www.ouat.ac.in.

Description Roll :-
Name :
S/O :
Address

Age

Height

Complexion

Eyes :

1. DPO,Jammu

PCR Jammu

SP Rural Jammu
SDPO Nagrota
SHO P/S Nagrota

DOk wN

Contacts/Telephone Numbers:-

SSP Jammu Mail 1.D

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

0191-2561578 (O), 0191-254780 (F),
email-sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

Hue and Cry Notice Rule No. 712/191

SHO P/S Nagrota, Jammu has intimated that accused person namely Mohan Lal S/O
Shambu Mal R/O Pujari Mandir A/P Jagti Nagrota is evading his arrest/wanted in case
FIR No. 183/2011 U/S 325 RPC of P/S Nagrota, since the commission of crime. Despite
repeated raids/efforts the accused could not be traced/still absconded.

Itis therefore requested that Hue and Cry Notice of above mentioned accused is being
published for the information of Police establishments / Public in general having any
clue related to the whereabouts / present location of above named accused, kindly
communicate the same on the below mentioned contact/ Telephone numbers.

Mohan Lal
Shambu Mal

Pujari Mandir A/P Jagti Nagrota

30years
56"
Wheatish
Black

0191-2605949
0191-2605949
0191-2673666
0191-2673025

For Sr. Superintendent of Police

DIP/J- 5293/26, Jul 8 2026

Registrar,
0.U.A.T., Bhubaneswar-751003
OIPR-1001/1533/1/26-27/0008 )

0191-2547807,0191-2561578
sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

Jammu

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

No.2, 2/1 & 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bengaluru - 560009. Phone No. 080-22265383 website:www.kiadb.in

DIPR/CP/1564/ /2026-27

No.:IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-22/2015/2026-27

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through GOK KPP Portal Only)

Iltem Rate Tenders under two cover bid system are invited as per the Karnataka Transparency

in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible

Contractors (Civil) who have got adequate financial resources & sufficient past experience

for the following work as per the schedule given below:

Name of the work: Providing and laying of Effluent Network at Devanahalli General Industrial

Area, Phase-2, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
« Last Date & Time for Receipt of Tenders 27-07-2026 upto 4:00 pm.

Applicants May download bidding documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Date:09-07-2026

Sd/-
Engineer-In-Chief
KIADB

DDA removes over 57,000 MT
of silt from stormwater drains

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has re-
moved over 57,000 metric
tons (MT) of silt from
stormwater drains across
the city as part of its pre-
monsoon desilting drive —
over 70% higher than last
year’s 33,380 MT, the auth-
ority said on Thursday.

Desilting has been com-
pleted in the East, South
and North zones while
work in the Narela, Rohini,
and Dwarka zones is in its
final stages, it said.

According to officials,
the city was divided into
six operational zones to fa-
cilitate planning, supervi-
sion, and execution.

The DDA has set up a
Central Flood Control
Room, along with flood
control rooms in all engi-
neering zones, and de-
ployed mobile pumping
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Vehicles navigating a waterlogged stretch following a heavy spell of
rain on GT Karnal Road on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

units at vulnerable loca-
tions to ensure quick remo-
val of accumulated rainwa-
ter, officials said.

The authority added
that preventive measures
have been undertaken at
waterlogging-prone loca-
tions, including cleaning of
drains, strengthening
drainage infrastructu-
re,and coordinating with

other agencies.

Desilted material is be-
ing promptly disposed of
and vulnerable stretches
are under regular monitor-
ing, officials said. The exer-
cise is being carried out
under the supervision of
Lieutenant-Governor Ta-
ranjit Singh Sandhu as part
of the city’s monsoon pre-
paredness plan.

SRCC, The Hindu in School to launch
writing mentorship programme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Economics Society of
Delhi University’s Shri
Ram College of Commerce
(SRCC), in partnership
with The Hindu in School,
has announced the launch
of a writing mentorship
programme.

The two-week-long,
free-of-cost initiative will
be conducted from July 27
to August 9. It is aimed at
unlocking the writing, re-
search, and analytical po-
tential of participants.

The programme is open
to all students of Classes 11
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and 12 irrespective of prior
writing background. Stu-
dents will stand to acquire
research techniques, data
analysis skills and mastery
in writing, and gain indus-
try exposure.

Perks of the programme
include six-month sub-
scription of The Hindu
ePaper for the top 20 men-

tees, certification of parti-
cipation, a printed copy of
The Hindu Teen Digest, pu-
blication opportunities, as
well as direct interaction
with distinguished profes-
sionals from leading cor-
porations and universities
across the world.

Students can register
for the event at: https://un-
stop.com/ workshops-we-
binars/  writing-mentor-
ship- programme-2026-
srcc-du-1699773.

The dea-
dline for re-
gistration is
July 16.

COCHIN e wae sfirere
PORT Cochin Port Authorty

Applications are invited from qualified candidates for appointment to the following class 1&
I posts on regular basis:-

Post

Pay Scale

No. of vacancy

Accounts Officer Gr.1

Rs.50000-160000

2 Nos. UR

Asst. Exe. Engineer (Civil)

Rs.50000-160000

3 Nos(15C, 10BC, 1UR)

Asst. Exe. Engineer (Ele/E&(C)

Rs.50000-160000

2 Nos. (10BC, 1UR)

Rs.40000-140000

1No. UR

Asst. Engil (Electrical)

Rs.40000-140000

1No. SC

Asst. Engineer (Givil)

Rs.40000-140000

3(1SC,2UR)

For more details visit: www.cochinport.gov.in/Careers
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‘Govt. can sell
E20 petrol at
370 per litre’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday hit out at the
Central government,
claiming that as per the
current international rate
of crude oil, one litre of
E20 petrol can be sold at
%70 and non-E20 petrol at
382.

Mr. Kejriwal also said
that before the U.S. at-
tacked Iran, there were
times when the crude pric-
es were very low but petrol
prices were not reduced.
“The government may ar-
gue, as I have heard Union
Minister Hardeep Puri say-
ing, that oil companies suf-
fered losses during the war
in the Middle East and they
now need to recover those
losses. This argument is
completely wrong,” the
AAP chief said at a press
conference.

Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUL. 10
RISE  05:31 SET 19:22
RISE 01:02 SET 15:14
SATURDAY, JUL. 11
RISE  05:32 SET 19:22
RISE 01:49 SET 16:26
SUNDAY, JUL. 12
RISE  05:32 SET 19:22
RISE 02:45 SET 17:36

‘M.P. govt. ignored State’s
interests in Narmada pact’:
Cong. demands White Paper

People of M.P. have the first right over Narmada, says State unit chief, demands a debate in the

Assembly over the issue; BJP alleges Opposition ‘spreading misinformation, misleading people’

Press Trust of India
BHOPAL

pposition Congress
and the State unit
of the Communist

Party of India (Marxist) on
Thursday hit out at the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment over the Narmada
project agreement, saying
the Mohan Yadav-led dis-
pensation overlooked the
State’s interests and “meek-
ly surrendered” before the
Centre. The Congress also
demanded a White Paper
and a debate in the As-
sembly over the issue.
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-
desh on Tuesday reached
an agreement in the pre-
sence of Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah regarding
the resolution of decades-
old issues on displacement
and land compensation
within the Narmada pro-
ject. The agreement settled
pending payments through
a one-time settlement.
Addressing reporters at
his residence, State Con-

Home Minister Amit Shah, Minister of Jal Shakti C.R. Patil, CMs
Devendra Fadnavis, Bhupendra Patel, Bhajanlal Sharma and Mohan
Yadav in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

gress president Jitu Patwari
alleged that the govern-
ment “surrendered” under
the Centre’s pressure and
ignored the interests of
farmers, citizens and the
State’s legal rights. He said
the Narmada river travers-
es 1,312 km, with over
1,000 km flowing through
Madhya Pradesh. “The pe-
ople of Madhya Pradesh
have the first right over
Narmada maiya (mother).
Yet, the State has suffered
the most due to the Sardar
Sarovar project,” he said.
Of the 230 villages likely to
be affected, 178 are in Mad-
hya Pradesh and only 19 in
Gujarat, he claimed.

He claimed that based
on these losses, the pre-
vious State government
had raised a claim of 37,669
crore under an earlier
agreement. “The govern-
ment has surprisingly
agreed to pay around 3550
crore to Gujarat,” he al-
leged. “The Congress de-
mands a White Paper on
the entire matter and a dis-
cussion in the Assembly,”
he said.

CPI(M) State secretary
Jaswinder Singh said the
State government had
sought 7,669.86 crore
from Gujarat under the
2013 land acquisition law,
while the latter had offered

only 3281 crore under the
2001 land acquisition law.
He claimed Mr. Yadav
was under such pressure
over the agreement that
the State had even given up
the ¥281-crore compensa-
tion offered by Gujarat.

‘M.P. saved 1,268 cr.
The BJP, however, rejected
the allegations and said an
opinion given by the Attor-
ney General of India in Fe-
bruary 2026 had fixed the
State’s share of rehabilita-
tion expenditure at 31.98%.
BJP media department
chief Ashish Agrawal said
the State would have had to
pay around 31,500 crore to
Gujarat under that formu-
la. He said the meeting in
Delhi unanimously re-
duced the State’s share to
16.17%. “The State will now
have to pay only 3231.80
crore,” he said. Mr. Agrawal
accused the Congress of
“spreading misinformation
and misleading” people,
claiming that the agree-
ment saved Madhya Pra-
desh around 1,268 crore.

Integrating Al into governance

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren launching a “transformative road map” to accelerate the State’s
digital transformation and establish it as India’s leading public governance-led Al State, advanced digital
infrastructure and citizen-centric innovation during a National Stakeholders’ Consultation on Vision

2050, in New Delhi on Thursday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Pawar’s meeting in Shinde’s office
sparks war of words between allies

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Veteran leader Sharad Pa-
war holding a party meet-
ing in Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde’s office here has
turned into a flashpoint
between Shiv Sena (UBT)
and NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) [NCP (SP)], with
both the Opposition allies

on Thursday targeting
each other over the
development.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 29 26
Safdarjang 29 26
Palam 29 26

Delhi Palam Today

31°C Morning will be pleasant.
Day will be slight warm. Spell
of light rain and thundershower
may occur.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

33°C Temperature to rise. The
weather will be warm and
windy. Night also will be
comfortable. Mostly dry
weather to occur.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2026
All rights reserved.

Banks’ merger does not shield tenant from eviction: SC

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday held that the
amalgamation of a tenant
bank with another does not
exempt the transferee bank
from eviction under the

Delhi Rent Control Act if
the landlord’s written con-
sent was not obtained.
Putting an end to nearly
a four-decade-long legal
battle, a Bench ordered the
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) to deliver “a peaceful
and vacant possession of

the premises” by January
31, 2027, at Connaught Cir-
cus here to the owner, the
British Motor Car Company
Ltd. The dispute dates back
to 1947, when the landlord
leased a prime commercial
space in Pratap Building,
Connaught Circus, to Hin-

dustan Commercial Bank
(HCB). Following a Reserve
Bank of India-backed
scheme, the HCB was amal-
gamated with the PNB in
December 1986. This led to
PNB taking over the posses-
sion of the premises.

The landlord initiated

eviction proceedings on
the ground that the transf-
er of possession to the PNB
amounted to assignment or
parting with possession
without its written con-
sent, attracting Section 14
(1)(b) of the Delhi Rent Con-
trol (DRC) Act.

Sanjay Raut said his party
was “disturbed and hurt”
with Mr. Pawar’s meeting
in Mr. Shinde’s office, and
stressed that such acts
“lower the credibility” of a
senior leader like him. He
added that the meeting
amounted to “glorification
of traitors™.

The NCP (SP) hit back,
accusing Mr. Raut of adopt-
ing “double standards”
and reminding him that
Mr. Pawar’s meetings with
him and Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray

were earlier hailed as “pol-
itical statesmanship”.
Stating that politics runs
on arithmetic and not
emotions, the NCP (SP) al-
so said if a single meeting
between Mr. Pawar and
Mr. Shinde could unsettle
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi, then it reflects that
its foundation is weak.
Meanwhile, the BJP also
criticised Mr. Raut, saying
his comments have ex-
posed the “deep divisions
within the Opposition
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Bengali superstar meets W.B.

CM, dismisses BJP entry buzz

Bengali superstar Prosenjit Chatterjee on
Thursday met West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari at the State Secretariat for nearly two
hours and maintained that politics did not figure
in their discussions, amid speculation over his
possible entry into the BJP. The high-profile
meeting assumed political significance as it came
barely three days after Union Home Minister Amit
Shah visited the actor’s south Kolkata residence.
“We had coffee and chatted for a while. There was
no discussion on politics. A lot of speculation is
doing the rounds outside, but most of it is not
true,” the actor told reporters. en

Ex-COVID health workers

protest, seek reinstatement

Former COVID healthcare assistants recruited
during the coronavirus pandemic staged a protest
in Jaipur on Thursday to demand reinstatement.
The protesters said around 28,000 contractual
COVID health workers, engaged during the
Congress government to meet pandemic-related
healthcare requirements, were later removed
from service in 2022. They accused the BJP
government of failing to fulfil its poll promise
despite being in power for over two years.
Rajasthan Akhil COVID Swasth Sangh president
Veer Singh demanded that the government should
fulfil its promise and restore the services of the
dismissed contractual employees. e

Sena corporator checks
into hospital; ‘assaulted’
doctors tender resignation

Staff members at civil hospital where Ramesh Mhatre was admitted after arrest stage protest, seek

his immediate disqualification; court in Kalyan directs police to produce him upon discharge

Press Trust of India
THANE

oon after he was ar-
Srested for allegedly

assaulting two doc-
tors at a civic-run hospital
in the district, Shiv Sena
corporator Ramesh Mhatre
was hospitalised for chest
pain, officials said on
Thursday.

Amid widespread con-
demnation of Monday
evening’s incident at the
Shastri Nagar hospital of
the Kalyan Dombivli Muni-
cipal Corporation (KDMC),
the two doctors Mr. Mhatre
is accused of assaulting
have tendered their resig-
nations, their colleagues
said.

Healthcare services in
civic and private hospitals
in Kalyan-Dombivali belt
resumed on Thursday fol-
lowing a strike called to
protest the alleged assault.

Staff members at the
Thane District Civil Hospi-
tal, where Mr. Mhatre was
admitted after his arrest on
Wednesday night, staged a
protest against him outside
the hospital and sought his

B -
Thane District Civil Hospital nurses holding black ribbons as they
protest against the alleged assault on doctors, on Thursday. PTI

immediate disqualification
as a corporator.

While Mr. Mhatre was
admitted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), medical of-
ficers, nurses and adminis-
trative personnel gathered
outside the premises and
shouted slogans demand-
ing that attacks on doctors
must stop and healthcare
workers should be provid-
ed security.

Dr. Dheeraj S. Mahan-
gade, Additional District Ci-
vil Surgeon, condemned
the assault, but said the
hospital would fulfil its
medical duty [of treating
the corporator]. “Mhatre

has only one kidney and
suffers from high blood
pressure,” Dr. Mahangade
said, adding that he was ex-
pected to be discharged by
Thursday evening or Friday
morning. “As doctors, pro-
viding treatment is our du-
ty, but under no circum-
stances can an attack on
medical professionals be
justified,” he added.

A viral video showed Mr.
Mhatre  slapping and
punching Dr. Vaibhav Sa-
lunkhe and hitting resident
medical officer Dr. Srishti
Baviskar on her hand at the
Shastri Nagar Hospital on
Monday evening. The doc-

tors had advised the rela-
tives of a newborn to shift
the baby to another facility
due to lack of space in the
Neonatal Intensive Care Un-
it. Angered by this, the rela-
tives contacted the corpo-
rator, who arrived with his
aides and assaulted the
doctors.

‘Deeply shaken’

KDMC Medical Health Offic-
er Dr. Deepa Shukla said
that Dr. Salunkhe and Dr.
Baviskar have submitted
their resignations to the
private agency through
which they had been ap-
pointed. While the two doc-
tors could not be contact-
ed, one of their colleagues
confirmed the develop-
ment. Both were deeply
shaken following the inci-
dent, the colleague said.

A court in Kalyan has di-
rected the police to pro-
duce Mr. Mhatre before it
immediately upon his dis-
charge, a senior police offi-
cial said. The directive
came after the Kalyan pol-
ice appraised the magis-
trate of the corporator’s
current medical condition.

CM to hand over govt.
job orders to kin of
T.N. stampede victims

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay will visit Karur on Fri-
day and meet the family
members of the victims
who died in the tragic
stampede that occurred
during a TVK rally on Sep-
tember 27 last year. He will
hand over appointment or-
ders on compassionate
grounds to the family mem-
bers of 32 victims.

They will be appointed
to various government de-
partments based on their
educational qualifications,
official sources said.

Mr. Vijay will also lay the
foundation stone for Ever-
van Kothari Footwear Priv-
ate Limited, which will
come up at Manavasi near
Krishnarayapuram with an
investment of 1,700 crore.

The non-leather foot-
wear manufacturing unit is
expected to generate em-
ployment for about 13,500
people.

Mr. Vijay will travel to Ti-
ruchi by flight on Friday
morning and reach Karur
by road around 11 a.m. This
will be Mr. Vijay’s first visit
to Karur after assuming of-
fice as Chief Minister on
May 10. Later, Mr. Vijay will
address a public meeting
planned by the party on
the outskirts of the city.

Left parties’ opposition

y
Tamil Nadu CM C. Vijay

The CPI and the CPI(M),
which are extending out-
side support to the TVK-led
government, have strongly
opposed the latter’s deci-
sion to offer government
jobs to the family members
of those killed in the Karur
stampede.

‘Can weaken case’
CPI(M) State secretary P.
Shanmugam said that with
an inquiry into the stam-
pede under way and the
matter pending before
court, the decision to offer
government jobs could
weaken the legal process.

Mr. Shanmugam and CPI
State secretary M. Veera-
pandian said the State go-
vernment must frame a
comprehensive policy for
employment of family
members of those who
died under various circum-
stances, and must not pro-
vide jobs to the kin of the
stampede victims until
then.

Gujarat launches data centre
policy, targets X6-lakh-crore
investments, 7.5 GW capacity

Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Seeking to position itself as
India’s preferred destina-
tion for hyperscale data
centres, cloud computing
and artificial intelligence
(Al)-driven digital infras-
tructure, the Gujarat go-
vernment on Thursday un-
veiled its first-ever Data
Centre Policy (2026-29),
targeting investments of 36
lakh crore and the creation
of 7.5 gigawatts (GW) of data
centre capacity over the
policy period.

The policy, launched by
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel in Gandhinagar, offers
a wide range of fiscal and
non-fiscal incentives, in-
cluding capital subsidy, in-
terest subsidy, power tariff
support, reimbursement of
State GST (SGST), exemp-
tion from stamp duty and
registration charges, and fi-
nancial assistance for cap-

POLICY

CM Bhupendra Patel during the launch of Gujarat Data Centre Policy
2026-2029 in Gandhinagar on Thursday. X/@CMOGUJ

tive desalination plants to
meet the sector’s high wa-
ter requirements.

‘Preferred destination’

The new policy aims to
make Gujarat a preferred
destination for data centre
investments and help it
compete with established
hubs such as Telangana,
Maharashtra and Tamil Na-
du. “Gujarat is the first
State to bring this policy.
We are confident it will at-
tract investments of I6 lakh

crore, create 7.5 GW of data
centre capacity and gener-
ate significant employ-
ment,” Chief Secretary M.K.
Das said.

The government said the
policy has been designed to
capitalise on the rapid
growth of Al, cloud com-
puting, digital payments, e-
commerce, electronics ma-
nufacturing and other data-
intensive sectors, while
strengthening Gujarat’s po-
sition in India’s digital
economy.

Leaders voicing their opinion unique to
Congress, says party’s Punjab in-charge

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

A day after he ruled out the
possibility of leadership
change in the Punjab State
unit amid the ongoing pow-
er tussle, the Congress’s
State in-charge Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday said
leaders voicing their opi-
nion were unique to the
Congress as the party en-
courages debates and
discussions.

“Unlike in other parties,
it is not a one-way commu-
nication and command in
the Congress. The Congress
values and respects the se-
niority and contribution of
each and every leader,
which is acknowledged and
rewarded at the right time,”
he told mediapersons.

Mr. Baghel, who has
been convening meetings
here with party leaders and
workers around prepara-
tions for the Punjab As-
sembly election in 2027, ex-
pressed confidence about
the party’s prospects of

Congress’s Punjab in-charge Bhupesh Baghel at a meeting with
State party leaders in Chandigarh. FILE PHOTO

forming the next govern-
ment in the State.

He said the Congress was
on its way towards a com-
fortable victory in the com-
ing election. “The Aam
Aadmi Party government
has completely failed and
people want to get rid of it
as soon as possible,” he
added.

He said the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s (BJP) presence
on the ground remains
marginal. “Even the BJP lea-
dership knows it well and it
is only making hoax claims

so that their cadres and
leaders don’t desert it
ahead of the election,” he
said.

‘Completely united’

Asked about which leaders
he will be meeting, Mr.
Baghel said that he will be
meeting each and every
leader as that is part of his
brief. “The Congress is
completely united in Pun-
jab in its mission and pur-
pose,” he said. The disgrun-
tled party leaders including
former Chief Minister Cha-

ranjit Singh Channi are like-
ly to meet Mr. Baghel on
Friday.

Meanwhile, Senior Con-
gress leader Pargat Singh
said he and other party
leaders would meet Mr.
Baghel to present their
views. Mr. Pargat acknow-
ledged that some “diffe-
rence of opinion” existed
and said these would be
conveyed to Mr. Baghel.

Earlier in the day, senior
Congress leader and MLA
Rana Gurjit Singh dismis-
sed reports of factionalism,
asserting that no one was
above the party high com-
mand.

On Thursday, Mr. Chan-
ni, MP Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, Mr. Pargat and
Gurkirat Singh met at Mr.
Rana’s residence here. Ho-
wever, Mr. Rana said they
had all come to meet him
on a civic poll-related issue
in Kapurthala. Later, Mr.
Pargat, Mr. Randhawa, and
Mr. Rana briefly interacted
with the media.

(With PTI inputs)

Half in jest, Surjewala tells Hooda

Ashok Kumar
GURUGRAM

A light-hearted but politi-
cally charged exchange
between former Chief Mi-
nister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and party’s Rajya
Sabha MP Randeep Surje-
wala at the welcome pro-
gramme for the newly ap-
pointed All India Congress
Committee in-charge for
Haryana, Sanjay Dutt, has
sparked off discussions re-
garding emerging power
dynamics within the State
Congress.

In the viral 30-second
video, Mr. Hooda leaned in
and told Mr. Surjewala:
“Tu mera saath de, phir
dekh dhamaka (Support
me, then see the impact)”.
Mr. Surjewala took the
mike from State party pre-
sident Rao Narendra Singh
and shot back: “Mujhe ap-
ka saath dete hue 20 saal

ho gaye. Ab apki bari hai
mera saath dene ki (It’s
been 20 years I've support-
ed you. Now it’s your
turn).”

Bares aspirations
With these remarks, Mr.
Surjewala lay bare his aspi-
rations for a greater role in
the State’s politics in the fu-
ture. He did not stop there.
“Since 2005 [when Mr.
Hooda first became the
CM], we have not won a
single election on our
own,” he said. “We formed
governments with sup-
port, but that’s different,”
he added, referring to the
government led by Mr.
Hooda in 2009 after five
Haryana Janhit Congress
MLAs  defected and
merged with Congress.
Congress has won only
three Assembly elections
with a simple majority
since Haryana’s formation

it's my turn now’ at Haryana Cong. function

Former Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda with Rajya
Sabha MP Randeep Surjewala. FILE PHOTO

-1972,1991, and 2005.

Mr. Surjewala also
pointed to the 2024 results
where despite a high vote
share, “the number of
MLAs got stuck at 37, but
you need 46 [the majority
mark]”. He went on: “You
cannot implement pro-
grammes without being in
power. You can’t bring so-
cial change without being

in power. That is the harsh
reality.”

Clamour for change

The exchange reflects a re-
newed internal demand
for change since the Con-
gress’s narrow loss in the
2024 Assembly poll. A sec-
tion of workers blame the
Hoodas - son and Rohtak
MP Deepender included -

Since 2005 [when
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
first became the CM], we
have not won a single
election on our own

RANDEEP SURJEWALA
Congress Rajya Sabha MP

for the repeated setbacks.
The central leadership’s
own hesitation was visible
in the year-long delay in
naming Mr. Hooda as the
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
after the poll loss - widely
read as a pushback against
his dominance.

The Gandhis have sent
mixed signals. LoP in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Wayanad MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra attending
the Hoodas’ annual lunch
earlier this year was seen
as an endorsement that

briefly silenced critics.
That calm did not last. Mr.
Gandhi’s participation in
the padayatra of former
MP and Mr. Hooda’s rival
Brijendra  Singh  was
viewed as a setback for the
Hooda camp, which stayed
away from it, calling it “not
an official party
programme”.

Mr. Hooda, 78, has been
at the helm of affairs in the
party’s State unit for
around three decades. Be-
sides being the two-time
Chief Minister from 2005-
2014 and the Haryana Pra-
desh Congress president
from 1996 to 2021, he has
also been LoP in the State
thrice. Mr. Deepender
Hooda has been a five-time
MP, including a term in Ra-
jya Sabha.

Ambiguous relationship
Mr. Surjewala’s position in
this churn is complicated.

He served as a Cabinet Mi-
nister in both Hooda go-
vernments and once consi-
dered close to him, but the
relationship has been am-
biguous. He had long been
bracketed with the anti-
Hooda “SRK” group -
alongside Kumari Selja and
Kiran Choudhry. After Ms.
Choudhry left for BJP, Mr.
Surjewala and son Aditya
backed Mr. Brijendra
Singh’s padayatra.

Mr. Surjewala’s move to
national politics also spoke
volumes. After losing the
Jind bypoll and his home
turf Kaithal in the 2019 As-
sembly poll, the 59-year-
old contested the 2022 Ra-
jya Sabha election from Ra-
jasthan, not Haryana. The
choice was widely inter-
preted as a precaution
against sabotage by the
Hooda camp - and as proof
of how little trust re-
mained.

Maharashtra
shouldn’t back
activities that
cause conflict:
Priyank Kharge

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge on Thurs-
day said Maharashtra is free
to extend legal assistance to
organisations linked to that
State, such as the Maha-
rashtra Ekikaran Samiti
(MES), but cautioned that it
should not back any activi-
ty that could lead to
conflict.

Asserting that Karnataka
will not allow pro-Maha-
rashtra organisations like
MES, which is active in the
border district of Belagavi,
to indulge in mischief or ag-
itations that may lead to
conflict, Mr. Priyank said
the neighbouring State
could take it as a “warning
or advice”.

‘Maturity and wisdom’
He hoped its government
has enough “maturity and
wisdom”. The Minister was
responding to a question
about Maharashtra report-
edly announcing it would
provide legal assistance to
Marathi-speaking people
and organisations facing
court cases in Karnataka.
“If they want to support
their organisations, let
them — we have no locus
standi in it. But when it
comes to our land, water,
State and language, we will
not back out. Let them do
whatever they want, let
them back MES or anyone
else. But whether it is Mah-
arashtra, Goa, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu or Andhra Pra-
desh, if there are any
border issues, ultimately
the matter has to be fought
legally,” Mr. Priyank said.

‘Can’t draw lines’
Speaking to reporters, he
said, “Just because some or-
ganisations or some Chief
Minister or Minister says so-
mething, we cannot draw
lines however we want. The
borders have been drawn
by the States Reorganisa-
tion Commission on lin-
guistic grounds.”

Published by Nirmala Lakshman and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath Chandrasekar (Responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).

ISSN 0971 - 751X

CM
K

A ND-NDE



Friday, July 10, 2026
DELHI

THE HINDU

States

Telangana HC
grants bail to
Minister’s son
in POCSO case

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court
on Thursday granted con-
ditional bail to Bandi Sai
Bageerath, son of Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar, in connection with a
case registered under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

He was granted bail af-
ter 51 days in judicial custo-
dy at Cherlapally Central
Prison following his arrest
by the Cyberabad police on
May 16. The High Court di-
rected him to execute a
personal bond of 1 lakh
with two sureties.

It also ordered him to
cooperate with the ongo-
ing investigation and not
leave Telangana without
the court’s permission.

The case was registered
on May 8 after the mother
of a minor girl lodged a
complaint alleging that her
daughter had been sexual-
ly assaulted by the ac-
cused.

Three more dead in Wayanad debris
slip; Pinarayi defends tunnel project

Two of the three victims identified, one from Himachal Pradesh and another from Bihar; search intensified for two people

still missing, say authorities; Opposition leader claims clearance for tunnel project was secured through legitimate channels

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

he intensive search
I |and rescue opera-
tions at Kalladi in

Wayanad’s Meppadi pan-
chayat entered its final
phase on Thursday even-
ing, following the recovery
of three more bodies. Des-
pite torrential rain and a
heavy influx of debris, res-
cue teams pushed
through, on the third day
of the challenging mission,
bringing the confirmed
death toll from Tuesday’s
disaster to six.

According to officials su-
pervising the operations
under the State govern-
ment and the Kerala State
Disaster Management
Authority, the mission is
nearing completion, with
only two people still re-
ported missing. Fire and
Rescue Services personnel
said they would intensify
searches in the Meenakshi
river to trace them.

Rescue operations under way at Kalladi in Wayanad, where a debris
slip on July 7 claimed the lives of six persons. K. RAGESH

Two of the three victims
recovered on Thursday
have been identified as Ra-
hul Sharma, an engineer
from Himachal Pradesh,
and Mohammad Imran, an
excavator operator from
Bihar.

Meanwhile, seven in-
jured workers remain hos-
pitalised, with several un-
der observation in the
intensive care unit.

The disaster unfolded

near the Meenakshi Bridge
at Kalladi on July 7, where
continuous rainfall report-
edly triggered a subterra-
nean erosion creating hol-
low underground cavities.

After visiting the site to
review rescue efforts, Mi-
nister for Public Works
(PWD) P.K. Basheer said
the rescue squads encoun-
tered a challenging situa-
tion as the continuous
rains hindered the debris

clearance. Experts had al-
ready warned of secon-
dary landslips if large-scale
removal was carried out
fast, he said, adding that
only the safest measures
would be adopted.

Additionally, Mr. Bash-
eer announced the
Centre’s assurance on pos-
sible financial assistance
for the construction of the
Bairakuppa bridge, with
the foundation stone ex-
pected to be laid this No-
vember.

Pinarayi blames DDMA
Agriculture Minister T. Sid-
dique who camped at the
spot to coordinate the res-
cue efforts clarified that
the residents of the nearby
Chooralmala region would
not face transit or connec-
tivity issues. Wayanad Dis-
trict Collector has been di-
rected to list local families
to streamline the distribu-
tion of special food rations
and uninterrupted medical
care.

Meanwhile, Leader of
the Opposition Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Thursday
launched a scathing attack
on the State government,
terming the disaster “a re-
sult of grave administrative
negligence.” He made
strong remarks against
Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san and the Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(DDMA) after visiting the
affected areas.

Accusing the disaster
management authorities of
failing to respond to ex-
treme weather warnings,
Mr. Vijayan defended the
environmental clearances
obtained for the proposed
32,243-crore twin-tube
tunnel road project, assert-
ing that they had been se-
cured strictly through
proper and legitimate insti-
tutional channels.

“The propagation that
environmental clearance
was secured through exter-
nal pressure is an insult to
the judiciary,” he asserted.

Native village in the dark on

The Hindu Bureau
ALAPPUZHA

The news of Sarathchan-
dran Unnithan’s death in
the prison riots in Sri Lan-
ka has barely reached his
native village of Keezhche-
rimel, near Chengannur, in
Alappuzha of Kerala,
where many remain un-
aware of the tragedy.

Even the local police
and authorities have little
information about the 73-
year-old or the circum-
stances surrounding his
death. According to local
residents, it has been more
than four decades since
Unnithan and his family
moved to Chennai and se-
vered most of their ties
with their ancestral village.

Unnithan arrived in
Sri Lanka on March
2, 2025, and was
arrested for allegedly
possessing ganja

“We have had no con-
nection with him or his fa-
mily for decades. The only
address we know is Fousi-

ya Lodge, Stringer’s Street,
Broadway, Chennai,” said
one of his relatives in
Chengannur.

Whereabouts unknown
The elderly relative, who
declined to elaborate
further, said she could
barely remember details
about the family or their
present whereabouts.

According to available
information, Unnithan ar-
rived in Sri Lanka on
March 2, 2025, and was ar-
rested for allegedly pos-
sessing ganja. He was later
lodged in the Negombo
prison, where he died dur-
ing the riots.

According to relatives,
Unnithan moved perma-
nently to Chennai after

Keralite’s death in Sri Lanka

marrying a woman from
Andhra Pradesh. He last vi-
sited his native village in
2018. One of his siblings
continues to live in the vil-
lage, though local resi-
dents said he rarely main-
tained contact with the
family. They, however, said
that Unnithan was believed
to have some connections
in Thiruvananthapuram.

Oppn. on mission to
criticise Sanatana
dharma: Adityanath

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday in Banda hit out
at Opposition parties Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) and
Congress, saying they have
made it their life’s mission
to criticise Hindu traditions
and Sanatana dharma and
do not want to see a Viksit
Bharat.

He said the money the
current Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
spends on the development
of temples and beautifica-
tion of Dhams was earlier
spent during the SP’s te-

nure on “constructing
boundary walls for
graveyards”.

Foundation stone laid
“Certain individuals disres-
pect the nation’s heritage.
They have dedicated their
lives to criticising Hindu
traditions and Sanatana.
Their vision does not en-
compass a prosperous and
developed Bharat. They
have a preference for gra-
veyards, which explains
their opposition to the de-
velopment of the Ram Man-
dir, Kashi Vishwanath, Maa
Vindhyavasini Dham, Chi-
trakoot, and Naimishara-
nya Dham. Leaders from
the SP and Congress find it
difficult to accept the deve-
lopmental initiatives under-
taken by BJP representa-
tives,” said Mr. Adityanath
while inaugurating and lay-
ing the foundation stone for
229 development projects
valued at over 710 crore in
Banda.

The U.P. CM urged the ci-
tizens of the State to reject
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U.P. CM Yogi Adityanat

those with negative mind-
sets that oppose progress.
He also reflected on the
time when Bundelkhand
faced significant challeng-
es.

“Upon assuming the role
of Chief Minister, the Prime
Minister advised me that
my initial visit should be to
Bundelkhand, emphasising
the need for action in the
region. When I arrived here
nearly nine and a half years
ago, I observed that back-
wardness had become syn-
onymous with the area. Mi-
gration and water scarcity
had emerged as defining
characteristics of Bundelk-
hand. The mining mafia,
land mafia, sand mafia, for-
est mafia, and dacoits in-
stilled such fear that even
farmers were hesitant to
enter their fields,” he said.

He added in Bundelk-
hand there was no connec-
tivity, irrigation, drinking
water, security, or employ-
ment. “Even FIRs were not
registered at police sta-
tions. Bundelkhand was
struggling for its very exis-
tence, but today it brings
immense satisfaction to see
its progress. Everyone can
clearly see the transforma-
tion in Banda compared to
nine years ago,” said the
U.P. CM.

INBRIEF

A.P. Minister Lokesh calls for

deeper ties with South Korea

Andhra Pradesh’s Minister for Human Resource
Development, IT and Electronics Nara Lokesh on
Thursday concluded the fifth day of his South
Korea tour with meetings aimed at attracting
investments in electric vehicles, semiconductors,
electronics, renewable energy and digital
infrastructure, while proposing measures to
strengthen economic ties between Andhra
Pradesh and South Korea. He projected Andhra
Pradesh as a preferred destination for Korean

investments.

TTD halts special darshan

ahead of Brahmotsavams

With Tirumala set to host two Brahmotsavams
this year owing to the occurrence of ‘adhika
masam’, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) has unveiled an extensive crowd
management plan, suspending almost all special
darshan categories during the annual festival and
directing all the departments to complete
preparations well ahead of schedule. The
decision was taken at a high-level review meeting
chaired by TTD Additional Executive Officer Ch.
Venkaiah Chowdary on Thursday.

HC tells TDB to aid appraisal

of Sabarimala valuables

The Kerala High Court has directed the
Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB) to extend all
necessary assistance to former Judge of Kerala
High Court K.T. Sankaran to carry out the
appraisal of valuables, including gold offerings
made at the Sabarimala temple that were kept in
80 sacks labelled “Kaniponnu” in the Aranmula
strong room. The court also directed the board’s
standing counsel to apprise it of the procedure
proposed for the safe custody of valuable
offerings received from devotees so that they can
be appraised periodically and a comprehensive
inventory maintained in digital form.
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Heavy rain brings down
150-year-old clock tower at
Kozhikode railway station

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Heavy rain triggered the
partial collapse of the 150-
year-old heritage clock
tower onto Platform No. 2
at the Kozhikode railway
station in Kerala on Thurs-
day morning. No casualties
or injuries were reported,
as timely precautions ta-
ken by security personnel
ensured the area had been
cordoned off before the in-
cident. However, train op-
erations on the route re-
mained disrupted.

The iconic clock tower,
an architectural landmark
of the old station building,
gave way, sending debris
and roofing sheets crash-

Heavy rain triggered the partial collapse of the 150-year-old heritage
clock tower onto Platform No. 2 of the station. K. RAGESH

ing onto Platform No. 2
and the overhead traction
wires.

According to railway
sources, minor cracks
were detected on Wednes-
day itself on the vintage
structure, which is now

under an extensive redeve-
lopment. Acting promptly,
RPF personnel moved pas-
sengers away from the pre-
mises. RPF officers said the
building section was sche-
duled for controlled demo-
lition later on Thursday.

Suresh Gopi faces flak as
top SRFTI official accused
of abuse walks scot-free

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Suresh Gopi, BJP MP and
Chairperson of the Satyajit
Ray Film and Television In-
stitute (SRFTI), is facing
criticism from the survivor
and the SRFTI Students’
Union for delay in taking
action against a top official
of the institution who had
been found guilty of sexual
harassment and multiple
serious misconducts under
the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013
(POSH) by an internal com-
mittee back in May 2026.
Speaking to The Hindu,
the survivor, who was

Delay raised
serious concerns

about the institute’s

accountability,
students’ union says

linked to the institute, said
the authorities had not ta-
ken any action or com-
municated with her after
the internal committee’s
report found him guilty.

Termination sought

“I want the immediate ter-
mination of this person as
per the rules. I have not yet
talked openly about the se-
rious findings in the re-
port. Mr. Gopi or no one
else from the institute has

answered my questions on
why no action has been ta-
ken even after two
months...,” she said.

She also expressed con-
cern that the accused was
appointed as a non-official
member of the Organising
Committee (South Zone) of
the recently concluded
Mumbai International Film
Festival (MIFF), 2026, with
his name being published
on the MIFF website.

Both the SRFTI and the
MIFF function under the
Union Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting.

The students’ union
said in a statement that the
continued delay raised se-
rious concerns about the
institute’s accountability.

AIDS prevention society launches drive
to improve HIV diagnosis in Karnataka

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

More than 56,000 people
in Karnataka are estimated
to be living with HIV with-
out knowing their status,
the highest such number
among States in the coun-
try. This is posing a major
challenge to the State’s HIV
control programme des-
pite free testing and treat-
ment services being widely
available, with the chang-
ing nature of sexual net-
works adding to the
complexity.

As per estimates from
the Karnataka State AIDS
Prevention Society
(KSAPS), 56,406 people
are unaware of their HIV-
positive status, making ear-

Over 56,000 in Karnataka are
estimated to be unaware of
their HIV status.

ly diagnosis and linkage to
treatment a key public
health priority. While over
two lakh people are alrea-
dy receiving treatment, of-
ficials said, the focus is
now on identifying those

who remain outside the
healthcare system.

KSAPS Project Director
Padma Basavanthappa told
The Hindu that one of the
biggest hurdles is the
changing nature of sexual
networks, with increasing
numbers of people meet-
ing partners through dat-

ing apps.

No voluntary testing

Ms. Basavanthappa said
the problem was com-
pounded by the reluctance
of people to voluntarily un-
dergo HIV testing. “People
still do not walk into test-
ing centres on their own.
Many believe they are not
at risk, while others avoid
testing because they fear
stigma and discrimina-

tion,” she said, pointing
out that awareness about
HIV transmission also re-
mained inadequate.

To address the gap,
KSAPS has launched the
Mobilisation for AIDS Su-
raksha campaign. As part
of the campaign, initiated
by the National AIDS Con-
trol Organisation (NACO),
KSAPS has introduced a
BreakFree QR code that
links users to a confidential
self-risk assessment, near-
by HIV testing centres and
counsellors.

The self-assessment tool
asks users a series of ques-
tions to determine wheth-
er they may be at risk and
guides them to appropriate
services while protecting
their identity.

Karnataka to revive
digital initiative to
combat fake news

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment is all set to revive the
Information Disorder Tack-
ling Unit (IDTU) to curb the
spread of fake news.

The unit, championed
by  Minister  Priyank
Kharge, had a trial run in
2024 but was later put on
the back burner. Now, with
Mr. Kharge taking charge
as Home Minister, the unit
is all set to become a full-
fledged wing under the
State’s Cyber Command
Unit.

Speaking in Belagavi on
Thursday, Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar said fake

news was causing several
problems in society, in-
cluding law and order dis-
turbances.

The IDTU initiative had
earlier raised concerns ov-
er whether the govern-
ment should label news re-
ports as ‘fake’ and conduct
fact checks, prompting it
to onboard independent
fact-checking websites for
the task. Despite this, the
initiative was discontinued
after the pilot phase.

These units will monitor
social media and news arti-
cles daily, identify poten-
tial threats, and have them
fact-checked before publi-
cation on IDTU’s flagship
portal.
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The death of 14 girls from the Juang community, a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group, from Odisha at a seafood

processing plant in Tamil Nadu's Tiruvallur has brought to the fore the socio-economic realities of marginalised

tribal populations despite decades of targeted interventions. Satyasundar Barik visits the Juang villagers who

lost their daughters to understand what went wrong in the development journey

hen the MGR Chennai Central-

Bhubaneswar Superfast Express

pulled into the Bhubaneswar rail-

way station on the morning of
June 27, Sari Juang, along with her two younger
sisters, had just cheated death by a mile. The over
1,500-km journey back to their home State fol-
lowed a deadly ammonia gas leak at their work-
place - a seafood processing plant in Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruvallur - on June 21.

Sari and her sisters Sasmita and Ratni were wit-
ness to the death and destruction caused by the
gas leak that tore through the seafood plant, kill-
ing their co-workers, mostly women and minor
girls from Odisha. Of the 17 migrant workers who
died, 14 were from Odisha - all in their teens and
from the Juang community - two from Assam, and
one from Jharkhand. Some of the workers are still
undergoing treatment in hospitals in Tamil Nadu.

According to survivor accounts, the gas leak oc-
curred outside the workers’ residential quarters
during night, exposing them to toxic fumes while
they were asleep. Following initial investigations,
officials said labour contractors specifically hired
women and even minor girls from the Juang tribal
community - a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG) from Odisha - after luring them
with the hope of steady income and advance pay-
ments to their families.

By the time Sari reached her village, Kodipasa
in Banspal block of Keonjhar district, two of her
closest friends had already been cremated.

The Juang community lives in scattered ham-
lets across the hill districts of Keonjhar, Angul and
Dhenkanal, and survive on shifting cultivation and
forest produce. The women and girls of Kodipasa
leaving their home and travelling the length of the
country wasn’t usual until recently. “Because of
low literacy and non-exposure to the outside
world, Juangs are not familiar with migration,”
said an official of the Tribal Welfare Department.
And yet at least 20 girls - three more girls from the
village are on ventilator support in Tamil Nadu
hospitals - from one village made the journey to
the southern State drawn by the promise of a good
income, ¥15,000 per month, for each worker.

‘No other option’

“What choice did we have?” Sari retorted. “We are
four sisters and two brothers. Our father died
years ago. Whatever little our mother earns is not
enough to feed all of us. Beyond subsidised rice
[provided under the public distribution system],
we have nothing,” she said. The sisters, aged 18
and below, had set out to Tamil Nadu to earn
enough money to build a liveable house in
Kodipasa.

Keonjhar is also the home district of Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan Majhi, whose government
has announced an ex gratia of 10 lakh for the fa-
milies of the deceased. A little away from Sari’s
home, Basang Juang, 50, pointed to a newly laid
tin roof funded by ¥9,000 sent home by her
daughter, Phulamani, 18, who was among the first
five Juang girls who died in the gas leak incident.

“My daughter used to travel 10 km every day to
Keonjhar town to work as a construction labourer.
Even that work was irregular. So, she chose to tra-
vel to Tamil Nadu,” said Basang.

Two huts away lived Sujani Juanga, in her mid-
teens. Her family includes an alcoholic brother, an
intellectually challenged sister, and another sister
who returned home after marriage. Their mother
earns a living working odd jobs. Before she suc-
cumbed to the ammonia leak, Sujani had man-
aged to send home %4,000 in two instalments.

The poverty and distinct cultural practices of
the Juangs led to their identification as a PVTG. To
address their development needs, the Juang Deve-
lopment Agency (JDA) was established at Gonasi-
ka in Keonjhar in 1978, with a mandate to serve
5,490 people across 32 habitations. Sari’s village,
Kodipasa, is one of these hamlets.

Nearly five decades on, the presence of a dedi-
cated agency, however, seems to have brought lit-
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My daughter
used to
travel 10 km
every day to
Keonjhar
town to
work as a
construction
labourer.
Even that
work was
irregular. So,
she chose to
travel to
Tamil Nadu

BASANG
JUANG,
mother of a victim

Homes left behind: Parents of Champabati Juang; (right

tle change to the lives of the people. While infras-
tructure has improved with blacktopped roads
reaching Kodipasa over the past decade, the so-
cio-economic conditions of the villagers remain
largely unchanged.

The Odisha SC and ST Development Depart-
ment highlights the establishment of the Kodipasa
Ashram School, a residential institution, as early
as 1955. Decades later, its impact appears limited.
Most boys and girls leave the village soon after ap-
pearing for their Class 10 examinations, migrating
to other States in search of work.

“The primary source of livelihood for all Juang
families in Kodipasa is daily wage labour,” said Sai-
bani Juanga, a village elder. “Only one boy had en-
rolled in college, only to drop out later. We have
no alternative means of livelihood except con-
struction work. It is physically demanding, wages
are low and irregular, and migration to other
States remains the most practical option for our
children,” said Saibani.

According to the latest report of the Comptroll-
er and Auditor General (CAG) of India on ‘Func-
tioning of Micro Project Agencies for develop-
ment of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups in
the State’, the literacy rate among villages covered
under JDA was 38.18%, decades after focused in-
tervention efforts began.

Fifteen kilometres away, in Rimulighat hamlet
of Bansapal block in the district, grief hangs heavy
at Sudhar Juang’s home. The ammonia leak
claimed the life of his 19-year-old daughter Cham-
pabati, the first earning member of her family to
travel beyond Odisha. Their one-room mud house
shelters six members. Champabati had migrated
with the hope of improving her family’s condition
and completing the half-constructed concrete
house sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Rural). Her story echoes that of many
Juang girls who died, and those who returned.

Sula Juang, 21, a friend of Champabati, said,
“There are 35 Juang families in Rimulighat, and
their financial and social conditions have been
worsening. Once we cross 16, we are expected to
take care of ourselves. Where will the money
come from for clothes, shoes, or even basic neces-
sities? Families are unable to bear the cost. Leav-
ing home is the only option for us even if the
workplaces are unsafe.”

Champabati’s parents said they want to work
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), which
has now been replaced with a new scheme. But
there isn’t any work, they said, adding that this is
why their daughter was forced to go to Tamil
Nadu.

Odisha is home to 64 different tribes, constitut-
ing 22% of the State’s population and 9.17% of the

country’s tribal population. In terms of the num-
ber of both Scheduled Tribe communities and
PVTGs, Odisha has the highest number of ethnic
groups among all States, said A.B. Ota, former Di-
rector of the State-run Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribe Research and Training Institute
(SCSTRTI).

Some fund facts

During the 5th Five-Year Plan (1974-79), the Centre
decided to focus on development of vulnerable tri-
bal groups and identified 75 such groups in India.
Out of the 75 PVTGs identified in the country, 13
groups belong to Odisha with a population of 2.94
lakh. As many as 20 micro-project agencies or
State-level tribal welfare bodies, including three
new ones, have been functioning since 1976-77
across 14 districts of the State.

The PVTGs receive grants under Special Central
Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme under Article 275
(1) of the Constitution and Conservation-cum-De-
velopment Plan (development of infrastructure,
education and health). Besides, regular welfare
development programmes of State and Centre are
also implemented for the PVTGs.

The Odisha PVTG Empowerment and Liveli-
hood Improvement Programme (OPELIP), an ex-
ternally aided project with the objective to achieve
enhanced living conditions and reduced poverty
of PVTGs, was implemented between 2016 and
2024 with an outlay of ¥711.25 crore. Of this,
¥319.29 crore was a loan from the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

Apart from this, the Central government came
up with the PM-JANMAN Mission with an alloca-
tion of ¥24,104 crore for holistic development of
PVTGs between 2023-24 and 2025-26. Odisha,
with 13 PVTGs, has been a major beneficiary.

Additionally, the ST and SC Development De-
partment has proposed to implement OPELIP-II
with an estimated 32,422.13 crore from IFAD that
includes a loan of ¥734.86 crore. The proposal
has, however, not received a final go-ahead from
the Finance Department.

According to CAG, during 2019-2024, the 17 mi-
cro-project agencies received ¥387.93 crore under
different schemes and spent ¥424.62 crore from
the available funds of ¥461.44 crore, including an
opening balance of ¥60.31 crore and interest of
R13.20 crore.

“Perhaps, Sari did not have any idea about the
massive funds being spent on her and the villag-
ers. Otherwise, she would have demanded her
share of the funds and settled down in her village
peacefully,” said Pravakar Juang, secretary of
Juang Samaj Sangh, Keonjhar.

The CAG observation points out that of the
64,214 households in 1,679 villages under 17 micro-
project agencies in PVTG areas, there were no da-
ta about ownership of land land vis-a-vis 10,005
households (as of March 2024). Of the 54,209 hou-
seholds for which data existed, 40,829 (75%) had
ownership over homestead or agricultural land
and the remaining 13,380 (25%) did not have any
ownership.

y e 4 = F ke
: T : : B i
Sy R i - 1 i
gt i LA . - & H [~

) Basang Juang pointing towards the new tin roof of her home laid with the help of

39,000 sent by her daughter, Phulamani. Both Champabati and Phulamani died in the gas leak incident in Tamil Nadu. BISWARANJAN ROUT

Sari Juang (left)
and her sisters, Sasmita and Ratni,
sitting outside their modest hut at
K a village in Odisha’s
Keonjhar district.
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PVTGs have lagged in almost all development
indicators. During 2015, their literacy rate was be-
low 30% in four micro-project areas. In Tumba de-
velopment agency, the literacy rate among wo-
men was less than 10%.

The audit agency points out that 11,493 projects
with an estimated cost of ¥267.79 crore were ap-
proved by respective districts for execution by 15
micro-project agencies under MGNREGS during
2019-2024. Out of the sanctioned works, these
agencies had taken up 5,223 works (45%) and in-
curred expenditure of ¥93.64 crore (35%) as of
March 2024.

The unutilised amount of ¥174.15 crore included
Z115.02 crore towards the labour component,
which could potentially have created income
sources through wages for the benefit of the mar-
ginalised communities.

Juangs not alone

While the death of 14 Juang girls has drawn atten-
tion to the condition of the community, the situa-
tion is no better among other PVTGs.

In Andrahal village of Malkangiri district, Nan-
da Sisa, a young member of the Bonda communi-
ty, describes how migration has become the new
normal for his community youth.

“COVID-19 was a major disruption in the lives of
young Bondas who aspired to pursue higher edu-
cation. Now, once they cross 16 years of age or
complete matriculation, Bondas begin looking for
places where they can earn quick money,” said
Nanda.

While girls board buses to work in prawn pro-
cessing plants in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pra-
desh, boys take up jobs such as security guards or
in the apparel sector. “The impact of this regular
migration is visible. At least 10 Bonda girls from
Andrahal have married outside the community in
other districts. Traditionally, Bondas have lived
within the Bonda Hills, maintaining a close-knit
community,” he said.

An ‘Evaluation of Bonda Development Agency’,
conducted by the SCSTRTI, attributes the rise in
migration to the lack of livelihood opportunities.
“Many have not received the Record of Rights for
land ownership. There has been little monitoring
by the Bonda Development Agency officials and
no sustained handholding support at the village le-
vel,” the report noted. According to the study, 221
Bondas migrated from seven sample villages dur-
ing 2019-20. Dambaru Sisa, a former MLA from
the Chitrakonda Assembly constituency and a
member of the Bonda community, said migration
has risen in recent years.

“Bondas have broken barriers in education,
with some even becoming doctors and engineers.
However, their numbers are minuscule. The ma-
jority of Bonda children drop out of school and
migrate to other States for work,” said Dambaru.

Similar accounts of migration reverberate in Ni-
yamgiri Hills, spread across Rayagada and Kala-
handi districts, where Dongria Kandh, a PVTG,
resides.

Umi Daniel, an expert on migration, said, “Mi-
gration is not bad. However, girls aged below 18
working in hazardous sites and unsafe environ-
ments is certainly a cause for concern. The Inter-
State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employ-
ment and Conditions of Service) Act, 1979, which
mandates registration of workers, is hardly imple-
mented in the State.”

In the aftermath of the Tiruvallur tragedy, Od-
isha’s Labour Department has filed complaints
with eight police stations across Keonjhar seeking
a thorough probe into circumstances under which
the 14 girls died and demanded action against la-
bour agents, who mediated to take girls and boys
to other States. In the police complaints, the de-
partment said it has facilitated the safe return of
58 migrant workers. Of the 24 migrant workers
from Telkoi block of Keonjhar working at the sea-
food facility, 11 were minors. According to the FIRs
lodged in the case, the minor girls had been hired
in the names of adult women whose identification
documents were used without their knowledge.

As Sari tries to make sense of the changed cir-
cumstances, she is unable to decide whether she
will travel to Tamil Nadu for work again. For now,
she is in her village. Life, as she knew, has changed
but the reasons to leave home have not.

satyasundar.b@thehindu.co.in

A ND-NDE




Friday, July 10, 2026
DELHI

Waquar Habib

oday, a silence hangs in
Mool, a basement used
for film screenings and
discussions. Arnab from
Camera Commune, paces by its
white walls, helming the proceeds
of the evening. The Young Karl Marx
(2017), chosen to mark the birthday
of the father of communism, is
being screened. Once the film is
over, a discussion will follow.

What led to this culture around
films in the capital? Recent reports
have flagged an 83% drop in the
footfall of multiplexes since 2016.
While management ascribes it to
people skiving off to NCR cities for
inexpensive tickets, what they miss
is the rise in alternative modes of
film-watching in the city.

Delhi’s film club culture began in
1959 with the founding of the Delhi
Film Society by Vijaya Mulay, Marie
Seton and Muriel Wasi. Their
inaugural film was Battleship
Potemkin (1925). Since then, the film
society culture of the city has seen a
rise and fall. Today, consistent, if
scattered, film club culture thrives
in the city.

At the Delhi International Film
Festival (DIFF) and International
Film Festival of Delhi (IFFD) films
and discussions alone are not the
focus. The two festivals arrive with
the complete shebang: Met
Gala-esque red carpet photo points
for stars, business networking

Behind closed doors

The new menu at The Bar Behind the Sandwich Shop
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dream factory

As the footfall at multiplexes declines,
independent clubs are creating a
community-based film-watching

experience in the city

sessions, masterclasses by veteran
filmmakers, social-media glitz. This
year, in its first edition, IFFD offered
an eclectic line-up, pairing global
cinema with commercial

crowd-pullers such as Dhurandhar 2
(2026). Film-goers also look towards
the Lodhi Tirumvirate: India Habitat
Centre (IHC), Alliance Francaise de

Delhi and India International Centre

proves it is more than a speakeasy gimmick

A

City of cinephiles (Clockwise from left) A film being screened at the India
International Centre; India Habitat Centre; a film discussion in progress. INDIA
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, W KRISHNAN, AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

(IIC). Aside from collaborative
screenings, India Habitat Centre
holds one international and one
national festival that includes
parallel, independent and
festival-circuit hits. Alliance
Francaise, on the other hand, lays
emphasis on French language
cinema, bringing one to the public
every Thursday. Annually, the
Francophonic Film Festival, in
collaboration with various
Francophonic embassies, happens
here. Devika AS, head,
Communication, notes that Alliance
also promotes independent movies
which are socially relevant.

The India International Centre is
home to one of the oldest film clubs
of Delhi, the membership to which
is subject to referral. The institution
has several collaborative screenings
open for the public. It hosts the IIC
Experience annually, under which
parallel Indian and international
films by directors such as Agnes
Varda, Marta Meszaros, Mira Nair
and more come to Delhi.

A proactive audience

For the Lodhi Triumvirate, a recent
rise in footfall is a common
denominator. Filmmaker Nausheen
Khan, whose documentary Land of
My Dreams (2023) was screened in
IIC in 2024, described these cultural
embassies as “extremely crucial” at
a time when “spaces for dissent are
shrinking everywhere”. Recalling
the screening, she speaks of a full
hall followed by a long post-film
discussion with an “extremely
engaged” audience, adding that
such conversations remain vital for
non-fiction cinema dealing with
contemporary political realities.

There are other cultural embassies
such as Goethe-Institut (Max
Mueller Bhavan), British Council,
Japan Foundation and more where
you can catch film screenings on
and off. Delhi also has a
constellation of film clubs of varying
ideologies and approaches. Camera
Commune, for instance, set up by
Arnab and his friends three years
ago, emerged out of what he
described as the absence of enough
“film collectives” in the city at the
time. Commune’s programming
largely revolves around “political
and non-fiction cinema dealing with
labour, minority experiences and
regional histories”.

At World Cinema Club, founded
and curated by Ekta Gulyani,
screenings are a philosophical
inquiry. Gulyani curates on the basis
of seasons and emotional states
where winter may call for
“something heartwarming”, while
summers demand “something wild
and thrilling”.“Nobody leaves after
the film ends”, that’s the single rule
of World Cinema Club, Gulyani says.
Abhisek Sharma, one of the core
members of Films From
Underground, says the club was
built around the ideas of a
“community experience”. Alongside
founder Rohit Gupta and Vasundhra
Thakkar, he helped expand it into a
wider cultural circuit.

Delhi’s alternative film culture is
also sustained by Kriti Film Club,
The Big Hoom Club and Toto Circle,
and semi-underground venues
including NIV Art Centre and Mool.
Apan Singhal’s fillum.in, which lists
all the non-theatrical screenings
across Delhi has been a major
catalyst in this transformation.

STEPOUT

Still horizons

For Nidhi Sharma, the Himalayas are less
a physical landscape than a space for
memory and introspection. In Echoes of
Silence, the artist brings together 20
landscape works inspired by her
memories of the mountains, transforming
forests, skies and mountain ranges into
meditative spaces shaped by colour and
stillness. With Uma Nair as curatorial
advisor, the exhibition explores the
relationship between Nature and
emotional landscapes. Echoes of Silence
will be on view from July 11 to 15, at the
Convention Centre Foyer, India Habitat
Centre.
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aditya tiwari

Remembered lives

Poetry becomes a space for memory, and
identity in All That’s Left Behind, the 2026
collection by Indian poet and broadcaster
Aditya Tiwari. Moving through themes of
queerness, displacement, love and loss,
the poems turn everyday objects into
markers of personal history. At the book
launch, he will be in conversation with
writer and politician Anish Gawande,
discussing the ideas and experiences that
shape the collection. On July 10 at
6.30pm at Kunzum GK2. Registration
details are available on Simon & Schuster
India’s Instagram page.

A way of life (Left) Mending clothes to upcycle and give them
new life; (below) a snapshot from an earlier edition of Weave
The Future. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT AND GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Deepali Dhingra

ew Delhi’s The Bar Behind the
N Sandwich Shop (TBBTSS), has

managed to remain a well-kept
secret. With no signboards to guide
you and no digital breadcrumbs to
follow, finding it still relies on good ‘ol
word of mouth.

The answer resides in its name. The
spot indeed, lies behind a sandwich
shop in Basant Lok Market. If you find
it, you will emerge in a space dimly lit
with flickering candles. A bar in front,
a community table in the middle and
scattered seating in one corner
completes the set up.

Strangely enough, says Rishi Pratim
Mukherjee, co-founder, they never
called TBBTSS a speakeasy. “We
wanted to create a hidden, intimate
bar which once discovered would
foster a sense of community.
Speakeasy is a name which the market
has bestowed upon us,” he says. What
makes it stand out amidst the clutter of
other cocktail bars in the city, he
believes, is the sense of discovery.
“The cocktail and food programme is
finally the fulcrum which makes this
whole experience worth it,”
he says.

The proof, as they
say, is in the pudding,
or in this case, the
cocktails. The menu,
designed like a
bartender’s personal
diary with notes on
cocktail equations and
flavour profiles, is an
invitation to
experiment. The brief
for the bar programme,
says Rishi, was to have
“cocktails that are clean,

CM
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crisp, deliciously designed; harking
back to the classics with modern
craftsmanship”.

We begin with The Katsu, a bold
concoction of chicken fat-washed
scotch whisky, sweet vermouth, kimchi
jam, and hot sauce. Sipping it feels like
eating a rich katsu sandwich. Next up,
the tequila-based Jalisco Fizz offers a
mild saltiness, though the Tequila
Blonde featuring beer, cape
gooseberry, and balsamic vinegar,
misses the mark, feeling overly
muddled. A standout is Sakaya, a
balanced sake-based creation with
shiso leaf, apple cider vinegar, and
oolong tea. Enhanced with malic acid
and olive brine, it emerges as the
absolute favourite of the night. And if
you are in the mood for a grown up
dessert, try Old Boy, an intriguing
blend of bourbon clarified with
pistachio ice cream.

We pair our drinks with plump,
spiced prawns wrapped in crunchy
kataifi. The TBB Fried Chicken is a
crowd favourite, as is the Belgian pork
belly glazed with gochujang and
tonkatsu. We also order a satisfyingly
filling Chicken Katsu sandwich from
the sandwich shop next door — yes,

you can them get delivered to
your table.

TBBTSS succeeds
because it does not hide
behind the gimmick of
its entrance. While it still
requires word-of-mouth
to find, once you are past

the curtain, the cocktails
speak for themselves.

TBBTSS is at Basant Lok,
Vasant Vihar. A meal for two
costs ¥3,000. Call
8130664202.
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Upcyé the future

The fourth edition of Weave The Future explores how upcycling,

repair, and circular design can transform the way we consume fashion

Nidhi Adlakha
nidhi.adlakha@thehindu.co.in

mass consumption,

upcycling is an important
skill we must possess to create a
sustainable society. Bringing this
vision to life are over 100 textile
practitioners at the upcoming
Weave The Future, a national
platform initiated by the
Development Commissioner for
Handlooms, Ministry of Textiles,
in 2025.

The fourth edition of the
event, themed on upcycling, aims
at exploring sustainable, circular,
and craft-led approaches to
everyday living. A spokesperson
from Weave The Future explains
how visitors will experience
repair, thrift, upcycling,
recycling, regenerative materials,
community-led textile recovery,
and circular design practices.

l n today’s world fuelled by

“The event also expands the
conversation beyond garments to
include footwear, accessories,
production waste, and other
overlooked material streams,” she
says. Through workshops,
exhibitions, and public
engagement, the team hopes to
shift the perception of textile
waste from something to be
discarded to something that still
holds value and possibility.

Something meaningful

One of the event’s highlights is
the Repair Fest (July 12-17) which
will bring together some of
India’s most skilled repair
artisans and master darners who
will undertake repairs of textile
items brought in by visitors.
“This is our largest edition so far
and the first to occupy the entire
Dilli Haat, INA,” says the
spokesperson, who adds that
planning for the event has been
underway for several months.

Re-Stitch India brings together
individuals, communities, and
organisations to express their
solutions. Every day, textile waste
is generated and forgotten. What
if we stitched it back into
something meaningful? The team
invited interested candidates
across India to create a 1 metre x
1 metre textile panel using
discarded garments or reclaimed
textiles. “So far, we have received
approximately 35 entries. Each
panel will become part of a larger
installation at Weave The Future,
demonstrating how materials,
stories, skills, and communities
can be brought together through
the simple act of stitching,” says
the spokesperson. Workshops

The Repair Fest will bring
together master darners
who will undertake repairs
of textile items brought in by
visitors

include Mann ki Marammat (July
13 and 17), a collaboration with
New Delhi’s Rafooghar that will
use fabric as a medium to
explore ideas of ‘rupture, repair,
and resilience’; Fibre to Paper
(July 15) with the Elephant Poo
team, wherein participants will
create tree-free paper from
discarded textile fibres, among
others. Installations include Seen
Unseen that invites ‘visitors to
interact with a series of mirrors
overlaid with imagery
representing the growing
volumes of textile waste
generated now’; Infinity, a piece
created from recovered textiles
that highlights a material’s
lifecycle; and Re Button India,
which spotlights a garment’s
hidden components such as
zippers and buckles.

Silent Auction will feature
garments contributed by
prominent personalities, each
carrying its own story and
encouraging visitors to rethink
clothing beyond its first life. “We
hope to demonstrate that
garments can continue to hold
emotional, cultural, and material
value long after their first use.”

Weave The Future is on from July 12
to 17 at Dilli Haat, INA

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU

Editorial

Friday, July 10, 2026
DELHI

A perfect storm

A combination of natural calamity and
human failure laid Wayanad low

T he fragile hills of Kerala’s Wayanad dis-

trict turned into the theatre of yet anoth-

er weather-induced disaster when a hea-
vy downpour, on July 7, triggered what looked
like a debris slide at the entrance to the under-
construction twin tunnel at Kalladi in Meppadi
panchayat, in the vicinity of Chooralmala, which
was wrecked by massive landslides two years
ago. Six workers were confirmed dead. The Kera-
la government has suspended construction work
until the completion of a comprehensive probe
into the causes and whether the work complied
with the conditions set by the Expert Appraisal
Committee under the Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
while granting environmental clearance for the
project. Ever since the great floods of 2018, Mep-
padi panchayat, which is over 7,000 ft above sea
level, has witnessed severe climate-induced ca-
tastrophes. Landslides hit the Puthumala area in
2019, within hours of an equally lethal landslide
across the hills in Kavalappara in Malappuram
district. Environmentalists, therefore, made an
impassioned plea against the 32,100 crore (ap-
proximately) 8.73-km-long twin-tube tunnel
road, linking Anakkampoyil in Kozhikode to Mep-
padi, flagging it as a recipe for disaster. It was in-
stead fast-tracked, citing the need for accelerated
mobility for the people of Wayanad, which does
not have tertiary care facilities. In April this year,
the Supreme Court cited the project’s ‘national
importance’ and rejected the Wayanad Prakrithi
Samrakshana Samithi’s plea to halt it. The group
is planning to seek a review of the order.

As with all major disasters, this, too, appears
to have stemmed from a heady mix of failures.
Kerala Public Works Minister hurriedly pointed
to the company executing the construction on
behalf of the contractor, Konkan Railways, alleg-
ing that it ignored the department’s June 20 dea-
dline to remove excavation debris from the area.
The company fell back on the rainfall data and
the region’s landslide susceptibility. Security
camera visuals suggest an avalanche-like flow of
debris down the slope of the hill that was being
bored. Whether a mudslip in the upper reaches
caused the debris to cascade down will only be
known after a geomorphological probe. On the
face of it, the State’s disaster management ma-
chinery was not up to the job. The synoptic con-
ditions in the area on the eve of the present disas-
ter were eerily similar to those on the eve of the
2024 calamity. Wayanad has a fragile ecology,
and any infrastructure project must involve met-
iculous ecological and climate-resilience plan-
ning and uncompromising execution. As it inves-
tigates the lapses, the State should review the
project’s social and environmental costs and en-
sure that climate-induced catastrophe in Waya-
nad is prevented, not just responded to.

Far from over

Iran and the U.S. must address the trust
deficit for their talks to progress
l t took only 20 days for the U.S.-Iran memo-

randum of understanding (MoU), which

promised to extend the ceasefire by 60 days
and launch talks about outstanding issues, in-
cluding Iran’s nuclear programme, to start unra-
velling. On Tuesday night, the U.S. carried out
sweeping air strikes in Iran after three tankers
were attacked in the Strait of Hormuz. Iran struck
American bases in Kuwait and Bahrain after
which Mr. Trump declared that the ceasefire was
over. While he is known for making exaggerated
claims, the current crisis poses the biggest chal-
lenge to the peace process since the June 17 MoU.
The crisis did not emerge overnight. From the
outset, the agreement had three major sticking
points — Israel’s war in Lebanon; Iran’s access to
its frozen funds and the status of the Strait of Hor-
muz. Tehran sees Israel’s refusal to withdraw
from southern Lebanon, along with Washing-
ton’s push for a parallel trilateral framework in-
volving the U.S., Lebanon and Israel, as violations
of the spirit of the MoU. And, despite talks, Iran
has yet to get access to its frozen funds. Finally,
Iran appears determined to assert control over
the Strait. It has opened a “safe passage route”
along its coast, while the U.S. is backing an alter-
native route along Oman’s coast.

Iran fears that the U.S. is trying to strip away
the leverage it established over the Strait during
the war by promoting an alternative route. The
U.S. does not want Iran to emerge as the sole cus-
todian of a strategic waterway. These conflicting
positions trigger skirmishes, further undermin-
ing the MoU. What Mr. Trump, who senses stra-
tegic defeat, is trying to do is to mount economic
and military pressure on Tehran to change its po-
sition on the Strait. He can continue his air cam-
paign, but his years-long maximum pressure and
40 days of bombing have done little to alter Iran’s
negotiating positions. If he returns to war over
Hormuz, Iran’s stance on its nuclear programme
— still unaddressed — would only get hardened. If
war resumes, it would be bad news for the whole
West Asia region and the entire global economy.
Mr. Trump is at a strategic dead end, and instead
of digging deeper, should stick to his way-out
road map — the MoU. An obstacle in the peace
process is the complete absence of trust. Mr.
Trump’s public tirades and abuses against Iran’s
leadership and hyperbolic threats, which are de-
tached from ground realities, are not helping his
cause. Equally, if Iran continues targeting com-
mercial vessels, it risks being seen as an aggressor
rather than a victim. Both sides should address
the trust deficit, resolve the sticking points in the
MoU and begin serious talks about the outstand-
ing issues for a final settlement.
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SIR in Manipur is a pathway to exclusion

anipur is one of the States covered

under Phase III of the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls being implemented by the
Election Commission of India (ECI) currently. The
SIR has already drawn adverse criticism from civil
society organisations and the Opposition,
particularly after the recent Bihar and West
Bengal elections, due to its hasty,
disproportionate and summary deletion of voters
from voters’ lists, resulting in the
disenfranchisement of large sections of politically
“undesirable” communities and voters. Concerns
have been expressed by informed citizens about
the lack of transparency and often blatant bias of
the State and the ruling party in relation to the
SIR, and its relationship with the planned
delimitation, the 2029 elections and perhaps
even an oddly timed Census. These concerns
apply to Manipur as well. In addition, there are
features of the situation in Manipur that are little
known outside — and even within — the State,
making the implementation of the SIR in Manipur
even more egregious.

Fractured social fabric

First, Manipur has been in the throes of an
intense ethnic conflict involving the majority
Meiteis (54% of the population, inhabiting the
dense Imphal Valley), the Kuki-Zo peoples (15%,
inhabiting the surrounding hills) and, more
recently, the Manipuri Nagas (26%, mainly in the
northern part of Manipur). It has resulted in over
260 deaths in pogroms, attacks, and retaliatory
violence; displaced some 60,000 people within
and outside Manipur; led to the burning of
hundreds of villages and places of worship; and
witnessed unimaginable atrocities, including
beheadings, dismemberment, and rapes as forms
of collective punishment, disproportionately
inflicted on the Kuki-Zo.

It has led to a demand by the Kuki-Zo for a
‘Separate Administration’ for themselves — and
an equally stout opposition by the Meiteis to it —
while many Manipuri Nagas led by the National
Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), or
NSCN-IM, remain committed to their decades old
demand for integration of Naga-inhabited areas in
a sovereign ‘Nagalim’. Many are backed by
political, militant and proscribed insurgent
groups of diverse persuasions.

Three years after the start of the conflict, not a
single case of violence has been brought to book
through the courts. An Inquiry Commission

Gautam
Mukhopadhaya
Former Ambassador
of India to Myanmar,
Afghanistan and
Syria, and engaged in
issues facing the
northeast of India

Manipur’s
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Intensive
Revision of
electoral rolls
risks deepening
exclusion amid
ethnic conflict,
displacement,
and identity
challenges

formed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has yet to present its report. Thousands of
internally displaced persons languish in camps
with little relief.

Ethnic divisions have worsened and spread.
Long-standing Naga-Kuki hostilities have been
added to the three-year-old Meitei-Kuki conflict
marked by the burning of villages (mostly Kuki),
ambushes, and recently in May, the killing of
three Thadou-Kuki pastors, and, in retaliation,
tit-for-tat hostage-taking and the horrific killing of
six Nagas in Kuki custody that has in turn set off a
full economic blockade of Kangpokpi district. In
response, State and central security forces have
appeared passive, paralysed and at times, biased.

The conduct of the State government has been
widely viewed as partisan, but the role of the
Centre and even courts cannot be said to be
above board. Conducting the SIR under these
conditions, under a pretence of normalcy, is
inexplicable.

Narratives driving electoral exclusion
Second, unlike the rest of the country, where the
SIR is being driven by the central government
through the ECI with the partisan support of the
ruling party, in Manipur the demand to “cleanse”
the State of alleged “illegal migrants” — a code
word for Kukis — is in line with perceptions of
politically radicalised Meiteis and Manipuri
Nagas, who together constitute about 80% of the
population. These allegations have no basis in
Census figures for over a century, and are based
on recent distortions of history, fake narratives
and loud propaganda that feed directly into the
SIR exercise. They create a very negative
environment for a fair SIR, particularly in mixed
areas, that is itself, ipso facto, biased against
certain communities.

Third, there are several features peculiar to the
Kukis themselves that lend themselves to their
victimisation by the SIR. The first reason is that
close to 50,000 Kuki-Zo remain displaced and
scattered in Manipur and outside. There does not
seem to be any provision in place for their fair
enumeration.

The second reason is that together with their
displacement, many are known to have lost many
of their identity, residence, election, education
and other documents that could have helped
establish their voter credentials. There are visual
records of Kuki-Zo educational certificates,
Aadhaar cards, and driving licences in Imphal
being destroyed after the violence of May 2023.

The third reason is that customary naming
systems — where names are derived from the last
syllable of complex parental names, nicknames
often substitute formal names, and names are
converted from tribal names to English
orthography — create vast scope “logical
discrepancies”, making people far more
vulnerable to exclusion than in States such as
West Bengal. Possibly, more than 90% of Kuki-Zo
people are unlikely to be able to produce a single,
consistent spelling of their own names, let alone
maintain consistency across generations.

The fourth reason is that by some historical
anomaly, Manipuri tribals, both Kuki-Zo and
Naga, do not enjoy Sixth Schedule status,
although they enjoy some measure of autonomy
under Article 371C and very weak Autonomous
Councils.

This served them well during periodic bouts of
violence and displacement, most recently during
the Naga-Kuki violence of the 1990s, which again
disproportionately affected the Kukis. Village
chiefs and local authorities were then able to
certify the identities of villagers under their
jurisdiction. Such arrangements are unlikely to be
recognised in the present exercise and prevailing
atmosphere.

Finally, the Kuki-Zo leadership appears, for
some reason, unaware of the nature, motivations,
and implications of the SIR exercise. They seem
to believe, perhaps naively, that as Indian citizens
who have lived here all their lives and in
possession of necessary documents, including
voter ID cards, they have nothing to fear, and that
opposing the exercise would amount to an
admission of guilt. The dangers of the SIR now
appear to be dawning on them, with some
Kuki-Zo civil society organisations issuing
statements highlighting its shortcomings,
although opposition has yet to take a political
form.

Safeguarding belonging

A nationwide SIR is now a fait accompli following
the ruling by the Supreme Court of India in its
favour. However, the process can still be made
fairer and more sensitive to the risks of exclusion.
Unless measures are adopted to limit its potential
harm, by 2029 we may see a pathway to
statelessness not only for the Kuki-Zo but also for
other tribal communities in the Northeast, with
their plight obscured amid the broader exclusion
and disenfranchisement of Muslims labelled as
“illegal migrants”.

Building a durable India-Australia partnership

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
P Australia this week has been big on

substance and high on optics. The
choreography is familiar now given the warmth
in the relationship: a forward-leaning leadership
interaction, a massive diaspora event and a joint
statement packed with deliverables and road
maps. The Australian government sees India as
central to its economic diversification strategy. Its
new economic road map and packed ministerial
calendar for India underwrite this intent. The
elite consensus seems bipartisan and the
convergence only growing.

Turning convergence into alignment

Yet, the harder part for most strategic
relationships is drawing the line between
convergence and alignment. The two might
sound like synonyms, but they are not.
Convergence is two countries arriving at similar
conclusions about the world for their own
reasons. Alignment is what happens when those
separate conclusions are built into matching
capabilities, institutions and habits of
engagement. India and Australia have achieved a
great deal of the first. The real test of this visit,
and of the years after it, is whether it endures by
delivering the second.

The convergence is not in doubt, and it is easy
to see why it has deepened. Both countries are
hedging against overdependence in a global order
in transition. Australia’s dependence on China,
and its alliance dependence on an unpredictable
Washington, have come under visible strain. This
year’s Lowy Institute Poll found trust in the
United States at a record low of 31%, with a
narrow margin of Australians saying that
Canberra should distance itself from Washington
under U.S. President Donald Trump. India is
running its parallel diversification across energy
suppliers, defence platforms and critical minerals
processing, driven by a similar instinct.

New Delhi wants to limit its exposure; the Iran
and Ukraine conflicts have driven home that any
single-point dependency, however longstanding,
is now a liability. No country can single-handedly
balance China or hedge against American
unpredictability. Together, and alongside
partners such as Japan, they improve their odds.
That is genuine convergence.

This visit has produced tangible evidence of
that strategic lock-in. A Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between
Australia’s Maritime Border Command and the
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Indian Coast Guard and adopts an India-Australia
Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to
address shared threat perceptions. These are
practical mechanisms that deepen
interoperability without altering the basic
character of the relationship: India remains a
trusted security partner, not an ally. On energy
security, Australian uranium has been legally
available to India since the bilateral 2014 civil
nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved
commercially, largely because India’s own
nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers
nervous about exposure.

That changed with the SHANTTI Act last
December, which reformed that liability regime.
The agreement on uranium has operationalised a
deal lying dormant for a decade. The summit also
launched the Australia-India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains
(PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentarity
to the Australia-Canada-India Technology and
Innovation Partnership as focusing on building
resilient technology partnerships through flexible
minilateral arrangements. These are examples of
alignment beginning to take institutional form.

There are focus areas, there are problems
But for alignment to be durable, convergence
must translate into operational overlap. This is
most consequential in the Indian Ocean, a region
where Australian and Indian interests overlap
most naturally. Both are Indian Ocean states with
real stakes in the region’s sea lanes. India’s
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region
has emerged as a key hub for maritime domain
awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention
to its western seaboard and Indian Ocean
approaches. The two navies have converged on
similar risk assessments of shadow fleets, threats
to undersea cables and coercive activity below
the threshold of conflict.

The new Coast Guard MoU and Maritime
Security Collaboration Roadmap narrow the gap
between strategic intent and operational
cooperation. Yet, Australia’s most consequential
force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral
security partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the U.S.) to its broader
defence posture, remain oriented towards the
Western Pacific, while India’s strategic planners
continue to divide attention between continental
threats and maritime challenges. The shared
ground is real; it is simply narrower than the
political convergence sometimes suggests.

Economically, the pattern is similar. Trade has

grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement came into force, but
industry voices behind closed doors argue that
growth sits disproportionately with large firms.
Smaller exporters on both sides remain unaware
of how to use it. Track 1.5 dialogues have flagged
this as an operationalisation gap.

The knowledge deficit is more obvious when
one looks at Australian public consciousness on
India. This year’s Lowy Poll found only 5% of
Australians expect India to be the world’s most
important power a decade from now, against 54%
for China, even as trust in India remains
comparatively high. Convergence at the top has
not yet trickled down into wider awareness of
India’s strategic heft.

The diaspora opportunity

The diaspora remains the biggest opportunity to
change this, but with a caveat. Indian-origin
Australians are now the country’s largest
immigrant-born community, ahead of the
U.K.-born population for the first time. Political
leadership has celebrated the diaspora’s
contribution, and a Centre for Australia-India
Relations study finds that Australians broadly
recognise it as skilled migrants, students and
workers. But recognising the diaspora as a
cultural asset, or an electoral constituency, is not
alignment. Alignment would require translating
that diaspora leverage into a public case for why
India matters economically to the average
Australian. It would require institutionalising the
diaspora’s comparative advantage in helping
Australian Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
navigate Indian regulatory and business culture,
and vice versa, rather than leaving that work to
individual champions. It would also mean
untangling the mobility of Indian professionals
from Australia’s increasingly fraught migration
politics.

Mr. Modi’s visit has provided fresh ballast for
these conversations about the future of the
India-Australia partnership. His message on
Australian Pension funds investing in India
particularly resonated in the room when he said
India would not just treat them as capital but as a
marker of strategic trust imposed by Australian
families in India. These statements matter
because they build the broader public
consciousness of India as a trusted partner for
the future. Convergence got India and Australia to
the table; it is these steps that institutionalise
engagement incrementally that build alignment
that endures.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trump’s truce flips

It is deplorable that the
much-hyped ceasefire
agreement between Iran
and the U.S. is already
fizzling out, signalling
prolonged military
hostilities in the
war-ravaged region. It is

United Nations has

equally baffling that the

remained a silent spectator
to the cascading effects of
the conflict in West Asia.
This only goes to show that
peace accords brokered by
regional non-state actors
are unlikely to foster a

durable ceasefire.
G. Ramasubramanyam,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Students’ personal data
The reported sale of CUET
and NEET candidates’
databases by websites is a
serious violation of

students’ privacy and a
blatant breach of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act. Personal
information collected for
examinations must never be
commercialised without
explicit consent. This illegal
trade exposes students to

spam, fraud, identity theft,
and exploitation by
coaching institutes and
admission agents. The
authorities must investigate
these websites and impose
stringent penalties. The
National Testing Agency
and the Government must

strengthen data security
measures to restore
confidence in the
examination system.

Bhushan Manchanda,
New Delhi

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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Should India restart dialogue with Pakistan?
e®

PARLEY

ndia and Pakistan have not engaged in
dialogue since 2016 when talks broke
down after the terror attacks at Pathankot
and subsequently at Uri. The last 12 years
have witnessed major attacks at Pahalgam
(2025) and Pulwama (2019) and that apart, there
were several smaller terror attacks. Earlier this
month, a group of eminent citizens led by
Gandhian O.P. Shah drafted a joint appeal to the
leaders of India and Pakistan urging them to
engage in dialogue. This has led to a public
debate on whether India should restart dialogue
with Pakistan. Mani Shankar Aiyar, who was a
signatory to the letter, and Tara Kartha discuss

Former Member
of Parliament

ol the question in a conversation moderated by
Tara Kartha Kallol Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

Should India and Pakistan restart dialogue at
this moment, especially since they haven’t
spoken to each other at the government level
for a decade now?

Former Director
at the National
Security
Council
Secretariat

Mani Shankar Aiyar: It is precisely for that very
reason, because we haven’t spoken to each
other for the best part of the last 12 years, that it
is absolutely necessary that we resume the
dialogue as soon as possible. And as regards the
time, my own view is that any time is as good as
any other time. And all times when we don’t talk
are bad for both of us. So I would urge the
governments to talk to each other. And until
they do, I think people of goodwill on either side
of our border should be in touch with each
other. I speak as somebody with nearly 40 years
of experience of Pakistan and Pakistanis. I have
been through several different Pakistani
regimes, and it does not seem to me that it
matters who is in power in Pakistan. When we
engage with them, we engage with Pakistan, and
not with a particular individual.

Tara Kartha: Ideally both countries should talk
to each other because they are nuclear powers.
These are dangerous times, especially since
there was an active phase of hostility last year.
But my problem is that the present leadership is
basically Field Marshal Asim Munir. Let us forget
about Shehbaz Sharif [the Prime Minister of
Pakistan], for as much as I regard him, I'm sure
he is a fine and good politician in his own right,
Mr. Munir is in power and he’s even more
powerful than General Pervez Musharraf was
before him. He holds absolute power; him and a
couple of core commanders, such as his ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence) chief. It is very
important to understand that the rise of Field
Marshal Munir began in a very systematic
fashion once they carried out the terror strike in
Pahalgam. I won’t say after Operation Sindoor;

il : :
Tense ties: Army soldiers patrol along the Line of Control between Pakistan
and India in the Uri Sector, Jammu and Kashmir in January. IMRAN NISSAR
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I'll say after the Pahalgam attack.

I agree with Mr. Aiyar that it doesn’t matter
who you talk to, provided that person is
interested in peace. But the question is, what
stake does Field Marshal Munir have in peace?
In that case, he’ll have to step down for a civilian
prime minister. The moment things get
peaceful, they’ll tell the Pakistan military to go
back to the barracks and that the civilians will
take over. So why should he [be interested in
peace]? It is a systemic issue. I’'m not saying the
army can never be talked to. This particular man
will not. He is very dangerous.

Is it the correct time to go ahead with the
dialogue with Pakistan?

MSA: If we don’t go ahead, we’ll be stuck in the
rut in which we are today. There was a mention
of one man, Asim Munir, who’s been in power
for approximately one year. But we haven’t
talked to Pakistan for 12 years. So I don’t see
how Asim Munir being there is the biggest
obstacle. We could have talked to Nawaz Sharif.
We could have talked to Imran Khan. We could
have talked to several others.

And if you look at the past, we have had
extremely fruitful talks with Pakistani generals
but rarely with Pakistani civilians. Let me first

We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted
by the ICC for war crimes. If we can talk to
every dictator around the world, what’s the
problem in talking to the people next door
who have the misfortune of being led by an
army commander?

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

run through the Pakistani army men with whom
we have had successful interlocutions. Ayub
Khan was the one who broke the deadlock on
the Indus Waters Treaty. It was Zia-ul-Haq who
broke the deadlock on Siachen. It was
Musharraf, who broke the deadlock on what till
then was being projected as the single biggest
obstacle in India-Pakistan relations, namely the
Kashmir question; they arrived at a four-point
solution. However, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto signed on
the dotted line in Simla and then turned his back
onit.

This is a false argument — that just because
the Pakistani army is in power we can’t talk to
them. We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted by
the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war
crimes. If we can talk to every dictator around
the world, including army dictators, what’s the
problem in talking to the people next door who
have the misfortune of being led by an army
commander?

So, the argument is that if the Government of
India is in dialogue with several military
dictators, then why should it not consider
talking to Pakistan led by a military general?

TK: As someone who has been in the security
establishment, my problem is how do I deal
with terrorism? If a democratically elected
government opens the door for dialogue and
then gets hit by a terror attack — then the
question is how to deal with terror attacks that
disrupt dialogue? As a democratically elected
government, can you justify dialogue? This is a
point that was asked by even Nawaz Sharif who
said that a terror attack takes place each time
dialogue is attempted.

However, I will agree that a few military
generals have shown remarkable good sense. In
the recent past, when a BrahMos missile was
accidentally fired at Pakistan, the Pakistan army
handled it well. While the civilians protested,
the Pakistan army took it in their stride and kept
quiet. At the moment I am concerned with the
timing of this proposal as Mr. Munir is in power.

The other issue is that Pakistan is in chaos as

there are daily incidents that are being reported
in various parts of the country. It’s in chaos. So
right now he wants to talk. He may have every
incentive to talk. Why should I talk? If there is
even one indication from Pakistan that they are
going to close down terrorist camps, I’'m sure
tomorrow the government will be ready to talk.

But if at all we are to go forward, I would like
to see, for example, a talk on climate change. We
are both countries that are equally in bad shape
when it comes to climate vulnerabilities. I would
like a talk on air pollution, as during a particular
season of the year, both sides start burning crop
residues triggering an environmental crisis. That
kind of a functional dialogue, which does not
involve any territorial issue, no vested or
political interests is purely functional and
people-centric.

I find the kind of wishful thinking which one
sees in the letter as a little idealistic. It’s a bit
over the top.

Does the current Indian government have
the political bandwidth to talk to the
Pakistani establishment?

MSA: Talking to them doesn’t mean bending our
knees before them. If you have the courage to
undertake surgical strikes against them, why
don’t you have the courage to sit across a table
and talk to them? That’s my simple point. And if
you won’t do so, as I'm talking to the
Government of India, then we will. We’ve got
Zoom. But I am going to talk to my numerous
friends in Pakistan. The number of my friends in
Pakistan is larger than the number of enemies I
have in India. And that’s a rather large number.

TK: Before Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we
had someone like Atal Bihari Vajpayee who put
his career on the line and went to Lahore. Prime
Minister Modi tried in 2015 and went to meet
Nawaz Sharif and extended an olive branch. But
all these have a political cost.

The question is what will we ask of them. If
we have a dialogue tomorrow, we will ask them
to stop exporting terrorism and they, in turn,
will accuse us of doing things in Balochistan etc.
whereas the Baloch people have been harassed
since 1947. The question is what can India do in
terms of the protests happening in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). We should
talk to Pakistan if General Munir shows some
evidence that he is cutting down on terrorism.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com
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How a city’s working class is driven

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Pilgrims’ progress

fo the margins and made invisible

The workers who collect garbage and keep our cities clean, and the

workers who commute via cycles deserve recognition and respect

Suruchi Kumari

efore a story is to take shape
B through conversations with a part

of the city’s population, which the
city itself only passively interacts with, it is
discussed in a Monday pitch meeting
where reporters and editors sit. Once ap-
proved, a familiar question follows —
“Where will we find these people?”

I encountered this question before
working on two separate stories on infor-
mal waste workers, and workers who com-
mute by cycle. In both cases, the question
did not hold for long. What first sounded
like an inquiry about access, over the
course of the reporting, began to feel like
an assumption that these people are diffi-
cult to locate; almost external to the city.

For ‘finding’ people who cycle to work
in Delhi, I reached out to Professor Rahul
Goel from IIT Delhi, whose work over the
years has focused on commuting patterns
and mobility. When I asked him, “Where
will I find them?”, he directed me to the ci-
ty’s busiest intersections, where roads
from the peripheries meet industrial areas
and affluent localities, where many of
them work as daily wage labourers, secur-
ity guards, and helpers.

I met Sandeep at one of those busy in-
tersections on a humid April evening,
when he was returning home from his
sales job. Aged 23, he had been working
for eight years. The break from school to
contribute to his household became per-
manent after COVID-19 hit. Before getting
back on his bicycle to ride 8 kilometres
more, he said, “Humlog dikhte nahi hain
(We are invisible).” He said that a cycling
network sounds like a fantasy in a city that
still doesn’t have footpaths everywhere.
The draft Master Plan of Delhi 2041 notes
that this “unequal distribution of roads”
makes it non-conducive for cycling.

By the time I filed the story, curiosity
had begun to feel like ignorance. I started
seeing cyclists everywhere — at every inter-
section, at every signal. They kept to the
kerb, and when traffic swelled, even that
space was taken over as motorists pushed
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K

forward to gain ground. A car owner I
spoke to said, “They slow the traffic down,
such a nuisance.” Cyclists are registered
only when their presence creates friction.

Similarly, a waste picker becomes visi-
ble only when their access to gated colo-
nies is debated. Most residents encounter
them every day. They collect garbage from
homes and do the work that reduces the
burden on municipal systems without for-
mal recognition or integration into the
waste economy. They continue to speak of
restricted access, allegations of theft, and
the absence of dedicated workspaces.

To write about the workforce that sorts
much of the city’s waste in March, I first
travelled to a jhuggi cluster in Bhalswa, in
northwest Delhi, a few kilometres from the
towering landfill. Days later, while walking
to a Metro station in south Delhi, I noticed
alarge sack of waste stacked beside a road,
similar to the one I had seen in Bhalswa. It
led me to a corner of my own neighbour-
hood that I realised I had never seen be-
fore. There, too, people were sorting waste
sharing similar stories of migration and
precarious work. By the time I finished the
story, I had met waste workers across the
city. Sameer Ali, whom I had never seen
before January, moved in the same lanes
around 9 pm with his bicycle cart carrying
a stack of cardboard. People that our sto-
ries set out to look for, unlike responses
from government authorities, are not hard
to find. They are everywhere, for all to see.

It is tempting to think invisibility is
simply a failure to notice. But invisibility is
rarely accidental. When a city invests hea-
vily in roads for cars while cycling infras-
tructure remains largely absent, cyclists
do not disappear. A worker rehabilitated
to the margins of Delhi, 40-50 kilometres
away from the place where she works, is
moved away from the corridors of visibili-
ty so that her problems with transport or
healthcare become easier to overlook.

These workers state that recognition in
government policies would give them a life
of dignity and respect.

suruchi.kumari@thehindu.co.in

Stormy route: The first batch of pilgrims on the annual Amarnath Yatra cross mountain trails amid rainfall during their journey to the Amarnath cave on the Baltal route,
northeast of Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir on July 3. The yatra was almost cancelled due to unpredictable mountain weather, but it resumed again. THE HINDU
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1976

Eminent scientists’ club
suggested

New Delhi, July 9: A proposal to establish a
club of eminent scientists from the
non-aligned developing countries for making
futuristic studies of the development pattern
of the Third World is being mooted by some
top scientists here.

According to informed sources, the idea is
to set up an institution like the “Club of Rome”
where eminent scientists from the developing
non-aligned countries could continuously
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study problems concerning the Third World
and projections of growth in various fields
such as economic development, population,
agriculture and technology.

There is a feeling among scientists in
developing countries that projections made by
prestigious groups like the “Club of Rome”
often tend to ignore realities in the developing
countries as they, being supported by the
developed countries, look at the problems of
developing countries from the perspectives of
the developed countries. Some of the
projections made by the “Club of Rome” set
up with financial support from the developed
countries on the pattern of growth and
development in the world, are being hotly
contested by scientists of the Third World.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 10, 1926
The mission of poets

Calcutta, July 9: “The Mission of Poets” was the
subject of an interesting lecture, delivered by
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, to-day, at the instance of the
Poetry Society. Mrs. Naidu delivered an inspiring
address in the course of which she said she
would like to destroy all printing presses that
printed poetry and to leave it at the mercy of all
learned professors to teach the young how to
paraphrase, analyse, interpret, and scan poetry.
A poet knows that he is not more than a mirror
of these intimate secrets of the human heart of
which the heart itself is so often unaware.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Share of universities
that participated in
NIRF

in per cent. Only 55%

universities participated in the

government’s NIRF rankings,
while 56% of them have introduced the
four-year undergraduate courses so far,
according to the Centre’s All India Survey
on Higher Education report for 2023-24.
The Ministry of Education on Wednesday
released the reports of the AISHE for the
years 2022-23 and 2023-24. e

Number of voters
deleted in SIR draft
electoral rolls

in lakh. Around 22 lakh voters
22 have been left out of the draft

electoral rolls in four States,
where Phase 3 of the special intensive
revision (SIR) of voter lists is under way.
According to data made available in the
public domain in the last few days by chief
electoral officers of Mizoram, Odisha,
Manipur and Sikkim, their combined voter
base has shrunk by nearly 22 lakh. e
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Number of ration
card issuances to be
expedited by Bihar CM

HINDU

Routes disrupted
by heavy rain in
Uttarakhand

Choudhary on Thursday directed

officials to expedite the issuance of
one crore new ration cards to eligible
beneficiaries across the State. Union
Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution
Minister Pralhad Joshi and the CM chaired
a comprehensive review meeting here to
assess various departmental schemes and
the functioning of PDS in the State. r1i

l in crore. Bihar Chief Minister Samrat

Continuous rainfall over
107 the past 24 hours across

Uttarakhand has raised
river water levels and triggered landslides
in hilly areas, disrupting traffic on 107
routes across the State. The Meteorological
Department has issued a ‘Red Alert’ for
very heavy rainfall in seven districts,
including Dehradun, and an ‘Orange Alert’
for the remaining districts for Thursday. pni

Illegal coal recovered
by CISF in West
Bengal, Jharkhand

in metric tonnes. The
Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)

personnel recovered more than 428 metric
tonnes of coal during a five-day special
operation to check the pilferage and theft
of the fossil fuel from mines in Jharkhand
and West Bengal, officials said on

Thursday. e
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Why is the Centre revising the NFSA?

Why has the Centre proposed changing AAY foodgrain entitlements? How will the proposed amendment affect households? Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala

EXPLAINER

T. Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
n July 6, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay urged
the Centre to retain the
present provision of 35 kg of
foodgrains per household per month
under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
meant for the poorest of the poor, and
not to make it a per capita system. The
next day, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau voiced
its concern and demanded that the
proposed amendment to the entitlement
criteria be dropped. About 10 days ago,
immediately after the Union government
made public its plan to amend the
National Food Security Act (NFSA),
Kerala’s Food Minister Anoop Jacob
expressed reservations over the move.

What is the amendment mooted?

On June 24, the Union Food and Public
Distribution (F&PD) Department, while
publishing a draft amendment Bill to the
NFSA, said every person belonging to AAY
households would be entitled to seven kg
of foodgrains per month, subject to a
maximum of 35 kg per household per
month. At present, the entitlement is for
the entire household with a ceiling of 35
kg per month. The proposed amendment
covers the first proviso to sub-section (1)
of Section 3 (Right to receive foodgrains at
subsidised prices by persons belonging to
eligible households) of the Act. The public
can comment on the amendments till July
13 and send their views by email to
suneel.sachdeva@nic.in and
saurabhomar.edu@gov.in.

Why is the change being proposed?
The existing household-based
entitlement, though intended as a
protective measure for the most
vulnerable families, results in significant
inequities depending upon the size of the
household, according to the F&PD
Department. Smaller households receive
a higher per-capita entitlement, whereas
larger households receive a lower
per-capita entitlement, which may fall
below the entitlement available to priority
households.

The aim and purpose are to remove
intra-category inequities, provide for
more rational foodgrain allocation, and
better align entitlements with nutritional
requirements, a note prepared by the
department said.

However, the proposed amendment
does not seek to address the inclusion of
ineligible persons as beneficiaries, a
problem that persists at the State level.

What is the story behind the two
southern States’ opposition?

It is not for the first time that the two
States are articulating their opposition to
matters concerning the food policy, as
their contemporary political history has
an important ingredient — the politics of
food. Kerala, which has a long history of
the public distribution system (PDS)
dating back to the now-abolished princely
State of Travancore, introduced informal
food distribution mechanisms to mitigate
the food shortage of the poor and
vulnerable, and was perhaps the first to
launch a formal PDS in 1962, three years
before the establishment of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI). At least on two
occasions — 1952 and 1967 — Tamil Nadu
saw political upsets, the incumbent
regime getting reduced to a minority in
1952 and being shown the door (in 1967).
The reason was that the governments of
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opposing? Could the amendment widen regional disparities in foodgrain allocation?

Grains of debate

The Centre’s proposed amendment to the National Food Security Act has triggered concerns that foodgrain allocations under the Antyodaya Anna

Yojana could fall for many households in the southern States
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The Centre has proposed
amending the NFSA to change
AAY foodgrain entitlements
from a household-based
system to a per capita
allocation of 7 kg per person,
subject to a maximum of 35 kg
per household, to address
inequities in the existing
system.
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While the Centre says the
amendment will make
foodgrain distribution more
equitable, critics warn it could
widen regional disparities, and
some have suggested a middle

opposed the proposal, arguing
‘ that it will reduce foodgrain
D\ allocations for households with
'-""': N fewer than five members and
:yn increase the burden on poor
— Y, families, particularly in States
: with predominantly nuclear
:J{ families.
~ ;

Table 1: AAY coverage, beneficiaries and foodgrain allocation Fine balance: The aim and purpose of the amendment are to path of a fixed 30 kg allocation
T ‘ remove intra-category inequities, provide for more rational per household.
Ceiling coverage Allocation of foodgrain allocation, and better align entitlements with nutritional
H Je ke .
of AAY No. of AAY No. of foodgrains requirements. M. SRINATH
households | 15 ceholds persons for 2026-27
(lakhs) in lakh in lakh (in tonnes)
( ) ( ) Table 2: Off-take and distribution in the Southern States
Andhra Pradesh 9.09 8.48 22.48 3,81,557 A
How the South fared during the current
Karnataka 12 10.3 42.72 4,60,740 financial year up to the month of May 2026 (tonnes)
Kerala 5.96 593 18.53 2,50,236 State Allocation | Off take (drawal) Distributed
Tamil Nadu 18.65 18.57 62.21 7,82,771 Andhra Pradesh 63,593 63,593 57,837
Telangana 6.49 5.64 15.66 2,38,074 emeiEke 76,790 57,316 35,003
Puducherry* (UT.) 0.32 0.24 0.77 0* Kerala 41.706 39812 20458
Share of the South 52.51 49.16 162.37 21,13,378 Tl Nele 1.30.462 1.90.135 121.709
All India 250 217.01 777.41 99,33,042 Telangana 39,679 59,519 38,893
Source: Foodgrain bulletin for May ;AS P;duchegrv fo"OYIVS the C°:ceF§ of difezt Share of the South | 3,52,230 4,10,375 2,73,900
2026, Department of Food and Public enefit transfer, no allocation has been made. AllIndia 16.55.505 1724185 13.75.601
Distribution, Government of India **foodgrains - rice, wheat and coarse grains 7 i 7

the periods in question were not being
swift in handling the rice shortage. Since
1967, successive Chief Ministers of the
State have been cautious in taking
decisions with regard to the subject of
rice.

It was no wonder that the two States
were vociferous in their stand in the
run-up to the formulation of the NFSA.
Though the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) took charge in
2011 in Kerala, the government did not
agree to the implementation of the 2013
law — an Act of Parliament — despite the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
regime at the Centre pushing the
legislation. The main reservation it had
was that the NFSA would lead to the
removal of a “large number of poor
families” from the list of beneficiaries and
put an “enormous financial burden” on
the State. However, the then Chief
Minister, Oommen Chandy, at one point
in time, committed himself to the
enforcement of the law in his State,
though it was left to his successor,
Pinarayi Vijayan, to take the formal
decision.

In Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, as Chief
Minister, virulently opposed the law
because immediately after she came to
power in May 2011, her government
started the distribution of rice, free to all
the ration cardholders, regardless of their
economic status. She had criticised the
government for stating that those who
would be left out of the NFSA would not

‘The existing household-based
entitlement, though intended as a
protective measure for the most
vulnerable families, results in
significant inequities depending
upon the size of the household’

be eligible to receive free rice. Eventually,
she extracted a major concession from
the Union government that the existing
allocations, as they stood in 2013, for all
the States would be legally safeguarded.

Hence, it was no surprise that the two
southern neighbours joined the rest of the
country in November 2016 in
implementing the law.

Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala
opposing the amendment to NFSA?
Explaining how Kerala would be affected
by the latest move, Mr. Jacob has pointed
out that States such as his, characterised
by nuclear families, will be at a
disadvantage as there will be a reduction
in the quantity of free foodgrains for
families with fewer than five members. He
has recalled that even in 2013, when the
law took effect, his State took the stand
that the AAY cardholders deserved
“special consideration,” a position that it
continues. “As a consumption State, any
cut in Kerala’s allocation is a matter of
concern,” Mr. Jacob stated.

Mr. Vijay, who referred in his letter to
Mr. Modi about how the amendment

would cause a fall in the monthly
allocation of foodgrains from 65,261
tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, stated that the
number of AAY cardholders below the
family size of five members is 15.75 lakh
(out of a total of 18.64 lakhs), covering
58.51 lakh beneficiaries (total: 69.27
lakhs). “Rice provided to the AAY
cardholders is a staple ingredient of all
three meals of the day and cannot be
substituted with any other commodity
from the open market, resulting in
substantial out of pocket expenses,” he
said.

Besides, Anuradha Talwar, a
functionary of the Right to Food
Campaign, said that the amendment
would bring a “North-South divide” in
foodgrain allocation, as families in
northern States would get higher
allocations as their average family size
was bigger than that of the southern
States.

What is the way forward?

Ideally, such a change should have been
subjected to greater public scrutiny to
arrive at a consensus. However, T.
Sadagopan, president, Tamil Nadu
Progressive Consumer Centre and veteran
activist who served on the State
government’s panels on food, suggests
that the Centre chalk out a middle path by
making the allocation of 30 kg per family,
irrespective of family members. This
would help the Union government to cut
down its subsidy bill.

A ND-NDE



Friday, July 10, 2026
DELHI

THE HINDU

Text&Context

11

FULL CONTEXT

Marathi and the long politics behind the
language question

The Hindi language controversy in Maharashtra is rooted in a long history of Marathi linguistic assertion, from Shivaji's reforms to the Samyukta

Maharashtra movement; it revives debates on mother-tongue education, linguistic identity and federalism

Prathmesh Kher

n April and June of 2025, the

government of Maharashtra, led by

the Mahayuti coalition, issued two

resolutions mandating Hindi as the
compulsory third language for students
from Class 1 onwards in Marathi- and
English-medium State board schools,
citing alignment with the National
Education Policy of 2020. The
announcement was, by any
administrative measure, modest in scope,
though its political consequences were
anything but.

Within weeks, the streets of Mumbai
and Pune were filled with protesters. Two
figures who had not shared a platform in
years, Uddhav Thackeray of Shiv Sena
(UBT) and Raj Thackeray of the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, found
themselves, improbably, on the same
side. By the end of June, the government
had withdrawn the orders. The grammar
of this linguistic confrontation is centuries
old.

L. The first language war

By the early 17th century, Persian was the
language of power across the Deccan. The
Mughal court, the Adil Shahi sultans of
Bijapur, and the Nizam Shahi of
Ahmednagar all conducted their affairs in
Persian. Marathi-speaking people were
governed, taxed, and adjudicated in a
language foreign to them.

Shivaji did not accept this. In 1630,
approximately 86 per cent of the
vocabulary in Maratha administrative
documents was Persian. By 1677, it had
fallen to 37 per cent. The instrument of
this transformation was the
Rajyavyavaharakosa, the Thesaurus of
State Usage, commissioned and
completed in that same year. Every
Persian and Arabic administrative term
was given a Marathi or Sanskrit
equivalent. Forts received Sanskrit names:
Sindhudurg, Suvarndurg, Prachandgarh,
Pratapgarh, etc. The royal seal was
inscribed in Sanskrit.

Every subsequent episode of Marathi
linguistic resistance is a repetition of this
founding act.

II. The colonial period

Jyotirao Phule’s deposition to the Hunter
Commission on Education in 1882 is
among the most important documents in
the history of Indian educational policy.
Phule argues that colonial educational
expenditure overwhelmingly benefits the
upper-caste elite, using revenue extracted
from Shudra labour to subsidise the very
class that oppresses them. He demands
compulsory primary education for all,
teachers drawn from the cultivating
classes, and instruction in Modi and
Balbodh, the two Marathi scripts. His
writing in the spoken tongue of working
people was itself the argument made
visible: this language is adequate for the
highest moral and political purposes.

The founding of Kesari (Marathi) and
Mahratta (English) in January 1881 by
Chiplunkar, Agarkar, and Tilak
transformed Marathi into an instrument
of mass political mobilisation: Marathi for
the people, English for the world.

Tilak’s Home Rule speech at
Ahmednagar on June 1, 1916, put the
question of vernacular education in his
characteristic direct manner.

“Is the question whether education
should be given through vernaculars such
a big one? Our voice is nowhere. Do the
English educate their people through the

June 29, 2025; by the end of June, the government had withdrawn the orders. PTI

French language? Do Germans do it
through the English language? Because
we have no authority. You have not got
the authority.”

Yet, Tilak was also the first Congress
leader to advocate Hindi in Devanagari as
India’s national language at the Nagari
Pracharini Sabha in Banaras in December
1905.

I11. The paradox of purity and
pluralism

Vinayak Savarkar’s Bhasha Shuddhikaran,
first published in 1926, was political
surgery: a comprehensive project to
replace Arabic and Persian borrowings in
Marathi with Sanskrit-rooted coinages.
The results are now embedded in daily
speech across India. Savarkar coined or
revived: doordarshan (television),
akashwani (radio), sansad (parliament),
and hutatma (martyr, one who has
sacrificed their soul). Doordarshan
became India’s national television
network. Sansad is in the Constitution.
Hutatma names the traffic circle in central
Mumbai where the martyrs of the
Samyukta Maharashtra movement are
commemorated. Savarkar’s linguistic
project is present in the names of the
country’s own institutions.

And yet it was also Savarkar who
telegrammed the Constituent Assembly in
August 1949 with the request: “I beseech
the Constituent Assembly to adopt Bharat
as the name of our nation, Hindi as the
national language, and Nagari as the
national script.” He saw a purified,
Sanskrit-rooted Hindi as the proper
national language of a Hindu civilisation
in the throes of revival. He was a fierce
champion of Marathi within Maharashtra
but an advocate for Hindi outside it.
Savarkar never resolved this
contradiction; perhaps he did not see it as
such.

On the day Hindi was formally adopted
as the official language of the Union, the
Maharashtrian Congress leader
Shankarrao Deo spoke not against Hindi
but for a different conception of India
entirely:

“It is not uniformity but unity in
diversity. It is Vividhata (diversity) that
India stands for. That is our richness; that
is the contribution that India can make to
the world-culture and world progress... I
admit India is a nation and I am an
Indian, but if you will ask me what is your
language, Sir, you will excuse me if I say
‘My language is Marathi’... If you mean by
national language one language for the
whole country, then I am against it.”

And on Marathi’s sufficiency: “I do not
want to belittle the culture or the richness
of Hindi, but as far as culture goes, I can

receive it from my own language, Marathi
and Sanskrit, the grandmother of all
languages. They are rich enough to do
that.”

B.R. Ambedkar’s position in the same
debate was, characteristically, more
layered. As Chairman of the Drafting
Committee, he ultimately presided over
the adoption of Hindi as the official
language, a constitutional outcome he
accepted as the will of the majority. But
he warned, on September 14, 1949, that
Hindi speakers, while a significant group,
remained “a minority of the population,”
and that privileging one language risked
fracturing the federal spirit. His earlier
pamphlet Maharashtra as a Linguistic
Province (1948), submitted to the Dar
Commission, had already argued formally
for a unified Marathi-speaking State - the
position eventually vindicated by the
creation of Maharashtra in 1960. And his
Thoughts on Linguistic States (1955),
written in the last year of his life,
articulates with characteristic rigour his
conviction that the stability of Indian
democracy depends on the recognition of
linguistic identity at the level of the state:
“One State, one language” is a universal
democratic principle, not a nativist claim.

Ambedkar’s great argument in the
Assembly, for mother-tongue primary
education as a precondition of
democratic participation, is perhaps his
most durable contribution to the
language question. Speaking on
September 2, 1949, he argued that a child
educated in a language foreign to their
home is disadvantaged from the start in
the race for knowledge and civic life. For
communities already disadvantaged by
centuries of caste exclusion, that
additional burden is not merely unfair. It
is politically disabling.

IV. Blood at flora fountain

The constitutional settlement did not
resolve Maharashtra’s boundaries. On
January 15, 1956, Nehru declared Bombay
a Union Territory. The streets filled
immediately.

The Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti,
formed on 6 February 1956 with
Prabodhankar Thackeray, poet and father
of Bal Thackeray, among its key members,
organised a sustained campaign of strikes
and mass demonstrations. Morarji Desai,
Chief Minister of Bombay State, ordered
police to fire. On November 21, 1955,
police opened fire on demonstrators at
Flora Fountain, killing fifteen. In the
months that followed, as Morarji Desai
continued ordering police action, the
death toll climbed. It reached 106 before
the movement was over. The square was
later renamed Hutatma Chowk, using a

word coined by Savarkar.

Maharashtra was formed on May 1,
1960. The memory of those 106 is not
ceremonial. It connects every subsequent
confrontation over the language to the
knowledge that recognition required
blood, and that the State did not hesitate.

Bal Thackeray, son of Prabodhankar,
launched Marmik in 1960 and the Shiv
Sena on June 19, 1966, to protect the
cultural and economic standing of
Marathi workers in a city filled with
migrants. The Sena began by targeting
South Indians, then pivoted as the
demographics of migration shifted
northward.

By the 1990s, the name of Bombay
itself became a political question. The
city’s name derived from the Portuguese
Bom Bahia (Good Bay), overlaid on the
older name Mumbai, which itself derived
from Mumba Aai, the name of the tutelary
goddess Mumbadevi whose temple has
stood on the site since before the
Portuguese arrived. The Shiv Sena
campaign to restore the name Mumbai,
the name by which the city’s original Koli
fishing community and most Marathi
speakers had always known it, succeeded
in 1995 when the Sena-BJP government
made the change official. The renaming
was simultaneously a de-anglicisation and
a re-Marathicisation: the city was being
given back, in name, to the community
that believed it most deeply belonged to
them.

V. Indians first, Indians last

The 2025 government orders were
resisted not out of hostility to Hindi but
because state power was being used to
privilege one language with material
consequences for children. Children are
required from age six to study a language
their family does not speak, at additional
expense, conferring benefit primarily on
those seeking employment in the Hindi
belt. Ambedkar said it in 1949: Education
in a foreign language is not a gift. It is a
burden. The coalition that formed,
Uddhav and Raj Thackeray on the same
platform, joined by literary organisations
and citizens across party lines, reflects
not party politics but civilisational
memory.

Marathi is not threatened by other
languages in the abstract. It is threatened
by specific institutional arrangements that
advantage one language over another in
daily life. And Marathi itself has never
been pure: its vocabulary retains
Persian-derived words that centuries of
use have made its own; its great literary
tradition was radically inclusive. What it
asks, what every living language asks, is
not immunity from change but
reciprocity: time to absorb change on its
own terms rather than by institutional
imposition.

B.R. Ambedkar, who had the foresight
to see where competitive loyalties would
lead, expressed his view of these
fissiparous tendencies that would likely
plague the future of India’s body politic in
his 1949 Constituent Assembly speech.

“We are all Indians. I do not like what
some people say, that we are Indians first
and Hindus afterwards or Muslim
afterwards. I am not satisfied with that. I
frankly say that I am not satisfied with
that. I do not want our loyalty as Indians
should in the slightest way affected by any
competitive loyalty whether that loyalty
arises out of our religion, out of our
culture or out of our language. I want all
people to be Indian first, Indians last and

THE DAILY QUIZ

nothing else but Indians.”

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey officially made its premiere this week, with critics
giving it rave reviews. A quiz on ancient Greek literature

Joan Sony Cherian the character, the play, and ! '
the tragedian who wrote the

A play. The name of the

QUESTION 1 character is also associated | .

An easy one. A translation of the | with a famous |

Odyssey by this scholar has been| psychoanalytical theory.

subject to controversy ever since | & r

Mr. Nolan mentioned it in an QUESTION 4 !

interview. Name the scholar. The Odyssey is an epic poem ’-, i »

A written by Homer, considered

QUESTION 2 to be a foundational work of

Ancient Greek plays were classical literature. However,

categorised into two forms: this ancient Greek philosopher

comedies and tragedies. was of the opinion that poetry

Aristotle considered this the and theatre were morally

important element of a play. corrupt, and that poets should

Name it. be banished. Name him.

A A

QUESTION 3 QUESTION 5 A

This Greek tragic character The Iliad is also an epic poem | Visual Question:

gouges his eyes out after by Homer. What is its famous

learning a terrible truth. Name opening line? the role he plays in the film. Ap

CM
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This rap artist stars in Nolan’s Odyssey. Name him and

Sandford decision

Congress

four distinct guarantees contained in Section 1 of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Ans: Citizenship Clause, Privileges or Inmunities
Clause, Due Process Clause, and Equal Protection Clause

*l 2. The Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment overturned which

r ‘ Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Name the

infamous 1857 U.S. Supreme Court judgment? Ans: The Dred Scott v.

3. Which phrase in the opening sentence of Section 1 begins the Citizenship
b ' Clause? Ans: “All persons born or naturalized in the United States,
1 and subject to the jurisdiction thereof...”

4. Under Section 3, what vote of Congress is required to remove the
disqualification from office? Ans: A two-thirds vote of each House of

5. Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment originally targeted former
officeholders who had supported which conflict? Ans: The American Civil
War, specifically those who joined the Confederacy after swearing to
support the U.S. Constitution

Visual: Identify this U.S. Supreme Court Justice who, as a lawyer, served as
chief counsel for the plaintiffs in the landmark Brown v. Board of Education
(1954) case. Ans: U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall
Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | Sunil Madhavan | Suchit Narottam | Sitaram
Saharay | Pankaj Gharde

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“What’s the matter with you today? You
look worried.”

“Everyone in the company is worried.
Atul is coming tomorrow. And everyone
knows that he is the boss” hatchet man.”

“Hatchet man?”

“Do you know what a hatchet is?”

“Of course I do. It’s an axe. So is a
‘hatchet man’ someone who goes around
killing people with an axe?”

“That was the original meaning, I
believe. A ‘hatchet man’ was a hired
assassin.”

“What does the word mean now?”

“Nowadays the term is usually used to
refer to someone who does all the dirty
work for his boss. One of the meanings of
‘hatchet man’ is someone who is hired by
a company to bring about changes which
the employees may not like.”

“Like getting rid of people?”

“Yes, downsizing is one of the things
that a hatchet man does.”

“Do you mean to say that all big
companies have a hatchet man on their
payroll?”

“That’s right. Let me tell you, being a
hatchet man is not an easy job.”

“I don’t want to be a hatchet man. Tell
me, why do you bring back those silly
paintings from the office every weekend?
Why don’t you just leave them there?”

“....we have been told never to leave
anything in our office over the weekend. I
understand there are several people who
have sticky fingers.”

“Sticky fingers? Then why don’t you get
them to wash their hands?”

“Ha! Ha! That’s a good one. When you
say that someone has sticky fingers, it
implies he/she steals things. It’s an
expression used in informal contexts.”

“I see. There is a rumour going around
that Govinda has sticky fingers.”

“Whenever Sunder visits our place
several things go missing. There is no
doubt about it. He has sticky fingers.”

“My mother got rid of our maid
because she had sticky fingers.”

“Oh, by the way, there is an article
about your favourite actor in today’s
newspaper. Have you read it?”

“No, what does it say?”

“According to the writer, your hero
doesn’t have horse sense.”

“Do you mean to say that he doesn’t
know anything about horse racing?”

“No, no! When you say that someone
has no horse sense, it implies that he has
no common sense.”

“Horse sense means comimon sense,
eh? Our school Principal is not a great
scholar, but he has enough horse sense to
tackle everyday problems.”

“Ramesh is of the opinion that women
in general don’t have horse sense.”

“If Sujatha comes to know about this
she will tear him to pieces. Do you know
that Sujatha’s father has bought Mr.
Sinha’s old car?”

“Good grief! Why has he bought that
dreadful thing! He’s really scraped the
bottom of the barrel to get that old car.”

“...scraped the bottom of the barrel? I
can probably guess the meaning of the
expression. Usually when you scrape the
bottom of the barrel, you get a lot of
things that you don’t need.”

“....excellent. It means that he/she is
choosing from the worst.”

“He is choosing from what is left over.”

“Exactly! When Sujatha asked Rakesh
whether he would be interested in going
to the concert with her, she knew she was
scraping the bottom of the barrel.”

“When the company hired you, I knew
they were scraping the bottom of the
barrel. Ha! Ha!”

Published in The Hindu on March 27, 2001

Word of the day

Divagate:

lose clarity or turn aside, especially from
the main subject of attention or course of
argument in writing, thinking, or speaking

Synonyms: deviate, diverge, differ, drift

Usa g€ She began to divagate during the
meeting.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/divagate

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /daivagert/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
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India, Australia move to
deepen cooperation

Under the provisions of the energy security fra-
mework, India and Australia vowed to strengthen
energy security by maintaining a stable, secure
and reliable supply of coal, diesel, other liquid
fuels and natural gas.

The two countries will implement an India-Aus-
tralia Maritime Security Collaboration Road Map
to strengthen coordination across the Indian
Ocean and the wider Indo-Pacific.

Both sides committed to encouraging greater
integration between their defence industries,
building resilient supply chains and expanding
collaboration in defence innovation, advanced
science and technology.

The leaders noted that the new declaration
builds upon the India-Australia Joint Declaration
on Security Cooperation signed in 2009 and com-
plements existing institutional mechanisms, in-
cluding the Foreign Ministers’ Framework Dia-
logue, the 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial
Dialogue, and the Defence Ministers’ Dialogue.

They also reiterated support for regional insti-
tutions, including the Indian Ocean Rim Associa-
tion (IORA), ASEAN-led regional architecture and
the Pacific Islands Forum, describing them as key
platforms for addressing regional challenges.
(With inputs from PTI)

Modi hails Australia’s
social media curbs

In conversations and public remarks, officials at
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) have said that India is exploring a
“graded” set of restrictions that would allow some
social media access while blocking some catego-
ries of content depending on the age cohort of a
minor.

It is not yet clear if the government is planning
to bring this into action with a law in Parliament
or with amendments to the Information Technol-
ogy (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which have been the
main legal way for the government to introduce
rules for requirements like labelling Al-generated
images.

In April, State governments moved to an-
nounce their own respective social media bans.
Andhra Pradesh announced that it would pursue
a law regulating children’s social media use, as did
Karnataka. “Officials have been tasked with study-
ing best practices from countries such as Singa-
pore, Australia, and Denmark to build a robust le-
gal and technological framework [to enforce the
law] tailored to India’s needs,” the A.P. govern-
ment said in a statement.

Monsoon has covered
the entire country: IMD

Historical data show no simple relationship bet-
ween the date of nationwide monsoon coverage
and the eventual June-September rainfall. Howev-
er, some prominent El Nifio years associated with
deficient monsoons also saw delayed coverage. In
2002, one of India’s most severe monsoon
drought years, the monsoon covered the country
only on August 15, the latest date in the 1971-2025
record. In 2009, another major drought year, cov-
erage was completed on July 3, while in 2015 it oc-
curred relatively early, on June 26.

The contrasting dates underline that the speed
of the monsoon’s geographical advance is not, by
itself, a reliable indicator of seasonal rainfall. El
Nifio can weaken monsoon circulation and affect
the amount and distribution of rainfall even after
the monsoon has formally covered the entire
country.

SC considers reference
on grounds of arrest

Appearing for the Meghalaya government, the
Solicitor-General submitted that the constitution-
al requirement had been complied with in the cur-
rent case, as the written grounds of arrest had
been furnished to Ms. Raghuvanshi. According to
him, the only defect was a “typographical error”
in the arrest memo, which mistakenly referred to
Section 403 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
instead of Section 103, which deals with murder.

“This is a very serious offence... I will be able to
satisfy Your Lordships that there is no question of
any conflict because, in the present case, the writ-
ten grounds of arrest were supplied. There was
only one typographical error,” Mr. Mehta
submitted.

Counsel appearing for Ms. Raghuvanshi, ho-
wever, argued that what had been furnished to
the accused was merely a pro forma and did not
amount to a meaningful fulfilment of the constitu-
tional mandate. This prompted the Bench to en-
quire whether the arrest memo contained any fac-
tual particulars of the case apart from merely
referring to the statutory provisions.

“We will consider the matter in detail...Just in-
dicate what exactly was communicated to the ac-
cused so that we are in a position to understand
what was supplied.” Earlier, the Bench had de-
clined to stay the High Court’s order granting bail
to Ms. Raghuvanshi after being informed that she
had already been released from judicial custody.
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Bishnoi ran decentralised syndicate,
wanted ‘S.K. Kkilled to instil fear: U.S.

The Department of Justice says Bishnoi’s group ‘enticed impoverished minors in India to join the enterprise’ and members

were sent abroad to work for the network; details submitted by the DoJ match threats to actor Salman Khan in Mumbai

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he United States
T Department of Jus-
tice (DoJ) said that

between 2022 and 2026,
jailed gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi announced his in-
tention “to murder S.K., a
well-known Indian actor
and television personality”
to promote his “enter-
prise” and instil fear in the
public.

Though the name is not
expanded in the DoJ’s
court records, the initials
and details match with the
threats against actor Sal-
man Khan in Mumbai dur-
ing the period. Bishnoi is
lodged in a high-security
prison in Ahmedabad
since 2023.

On Wednesday, the DoJ
announced the indictment
against three Punjab-
linked transnational organ-
ised crime syndicates oper-
ating across India, Canada,

Behind bars: Lawrence Bishnoi has been lodged in a high-security
prison in Ahmedabad since 2023. REUTERS

the U.S., and Europe, in-
cluding the Bishnoi syndi-
cate. The Do]J said that 37
people have been charged
so far. The indictment said
that recruitment coordina-
tors for the Bishnoi gang
enticed impoverished mi-
nors in India to join the en-
terprise by promising,
among other things, mo-
ney, fame, and protection.

It said that upon being

recruited into the Bishnoi
gang in India, new mem-
bers received minimal
compensation for criminal
acts committed on behalf
of the enterprise. The gang
sent loyal ~members
abroad, including to the
U.S. and Canada, on stu-
dent visas and foreign
worker visas to assist the
enterprise’s criminal oper-
ations in those countries,

the DoJ said. It added that
membership in the Bishnoi
organised crime group
(OCG) was decentralised.
“With the exception of its
leaders, Bishnoi OCG
members and associates
often had limited informa-
tion on the identities or
backgrounds of other Bish-
noi OCG members and as-
sociates...,” the DoJ said.

Senior gang member

According to the indict-
ment, Sukhraj Singh Kang,
a senior India-based mem-
ber of the gang who coordi-
nated acts of violence in
the U.S., Canada and el-
sewhere, provided key evi-
dence. On January 25,
2025, Mr. Kang spoke to a
person he believed was an
individual who was owed a
debt of between $100,000
to $200,000. But the per-
son was a confidential in-
formant working with law
enforcement (CI-1). Mr.
Kang agreed to assist CI-1

with extorting the debtor
in exchange for a fee of
$16,000. Investigators then
provided a staged video
purporting to show a
shooting at the debtor’s re-
sidence. Members of the
alleged conspiracy be-
lieved the video was real
and used it to intimidate
the intended victim.

In reality, the supposed
debtor was an undercover
law-enforcement  agent
(UC-).

The indictment alleges
that, over the following
weeks, several accused
communicated directly
with UC-1, demanding mo-
ney and issuing threats.
Prosecutors say these con-
versations, in Punjabi and
Hindi and sent via What-
sApp and Signal, allowed
investigators to document
alleged extortion de-
mands, threats against fa-
mily members and the me-
chanisms through which
money would be collected.

CID takes over probe into
death of rape-murder
accused in Baruipur case

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The last rites of Prabhas
Mondal, one of the ac-
cused in the sexual assault
and murder of a 12-year-
old girl in West Bengal’s Ba-
ruipur, was performed on
Thursday by the local ad-
ministration after his fami-
ly refused to accept the bo-
dy. Mondal was killed in a
police  encounter on
Wednesday.

The investigation of the
encounter was handed ov-
er to the Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID) of
the West Bengal police. Ac-
cording to police, Mondal
had allegedly snatched the
service weapon of a police
officer, fired one round at
the team, and attempted to
flee during reconstruction
of the crime scene in the
early hours of Wednesday.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggested that Mondal
had abducted the girl and

West Bengal
administration

performs last rites
after family refuses

to accept body

sexually assaulted her be-
fore throwing her into a
pond. CCTV footage show-
ing him with the victim has
also surfaced. Four per-
sons had been arrested in
connection with the crime.
The others are Anand Sar-
dar, Dibakar Sardar, and
Kabir Mollah.

The girl had gone mis-
sing on July 4 following
which the family filed a
missing person complaint.
After the body was reco-
vered, violence erupted in
the area. A mob attacked
police personnel, vandal-
ised police vehicles, and
blocked roads and railway
tracks.

Many Opposition lead-
ers slammed the encoun-

ter saying the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party government led
by Suvendu Adhikari was
trying to imitate the Yogi
Adityanath model of gover-
nance in Uttar Pradesh.

BJP  Minister Dilip
Ghosh, while justifying the
police action, criticised pe-
ople who questioned the
encounter. “People should
throw eggs at the intellec-
tuals who are trying to de-
fend the criminals... Police
will have the same free-
dom as in U.P., Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
and Assam. There will be
zero tolerance for crime
and criminals,” he said.

Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) leader Bikash
Ranjan Bhattacharyya al-
leged it was a “planned en-
counter”. “It was clearly
designed to divert public
attention from systemic go-
vernance failures and com-
munal undertones of the
grisly crime and its after-
math,” he said.

Modi, Albanese call
for dialogue to end
West Asia conflict

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Australian
counterpart Anthony Alba-
nese on Thursday made a
joint call for a de-escala-
tion of tension and hostili-
ties in West Asia.

“The Prime Ministers
expressed concern over re-
newed escalation of ten-
sions in the Middle East
and called upon all parties
to exercise restraint, de-es-
calate tensions, and ensure
protection of civilians as
well as the uninterrupted
flow of energy supplies
and commerce. They reit-
erated the importance of
dialogue and diplomacy,
and adherence to interna-
tional law to achieve a
peaceful and lasting solu-
tion,” a joint statement
said. The two leaders also
emphasised the impor-
tance of the Quadrilateral
grouping, comprising the
U.S., India, Japan, and Aus-

tralia, as a unit that will de-
liver “practical and con-
crete” outcomes in the
Indo-Pacific region.

Cultural connect
Mr. Albanese welcomed
the repatriation of arte-
facts of cultural signifi-
cance to India. “Australia
and India share a deep his-
tory, and we are building
strong people to people
links between our two
countries,” he said.
Attending an Indian
diaspora event with Mr.
Modi, the Australian PM
said, “Our Indian com-
munity has contributed so
much to the story of mod-
ern Australia. And it’s
made our country a better
place... Together, we can
be a force for peace and
prosperity in our region.”
The two leaders ex-
pressed concern about the
conflict in Ukraine, and
said that they “remained
concerned” about the con-
flict in Myanmar as well.
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Report rapid
population
changes along
border areas,
Shah tells SPs

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said that
information on demo-
graphic changes in border
areas caused by abnormal
factors such as illegal mi-
gration should be com-
municated from the grass-
roots to the highest levels
at the earliest.

“We are creating a ro-
bust system to make the
country completely infil-
tration-free and to ensure
that infiltration does not
happen at all,” he said.

Mr. Shah made the re-
marks at the first-ever
Land Border Districts’ Su-
perintendents of Police
Conference-2026. The
meeting was attended by
SPs of 119 border districts.
Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan, Director-In-
telligence Bureau Mahesh
Dixit, and Directors-Gener-
al of Police of States were
also present at the
conference.

Mr. Shah said that the
government was “moving
from an isolated border
outpost system towards
the creation of an integrat-
ed security grid”.

He said that the confe-
rence has given an institu-
tional shape to the com-
prehensive approach
towards border security,
adding that in the coming
days, government will
move forward to ensure
coastal border security.

He stated that the go-
vernment is building a
strong quadrangular secur-
ity grid by bringing togeth-
er concerned border-
guarding forces, State and
district administrations,
relevant stakeholders of
Government of India, and
local citizens. He further
said that India’s border se-
curity system, based on
the vision of a Smart Bor-
der, will become most
modern in the world in the
coming years.

CBI files first
chargesheet
against four
in RHFL case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation has filed the
first chargesheet against
four accused in the Re-
liance Home Finance Li-
mited (RHFL) case.
Among those named
are, two former senior ex-
ecutives of RHFL, Ravindra
Sudhalkar as the then exec-
utive director and chief ex-
ecutive officer ; and Krisha-
nan Gopalakrishnan Iyer
as the then chief risk offic-
er; and former senior exec-
utive of Reliance Capital Li-
mited, Dhananjay
Bhagwanprasad  Tiwari,
the then chief credit and
risk officer. The CBI alleged
that funds borrowed by
RHFL were diverted
through intermediary and
conduit entities to various
Reliance ADA Group com-
panies causing wrongful
loss to the lending banks
and corresponding wrong-
ful gain to the accused per-
sons and related entities.

SC asks civic bodies to act
on unauthorised buildings

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said “slackness”
by the civic authorities to
take  effective  action
against unauthorised con-
structions in the national
capital and its neighbour-
ing regions would not be
tolerated.

The Bench linked the
clusters of unauthorised
buildings in cramped areas
of Delhi, Gurugram and in
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh
to the recent fatal fire inci-
dents in Delhi’s Malviya Na-
gar on June 3 and on June
22 at Lucknow.

Senior advocate Ajit Sin-
ha, whom the court had
appointed amicus curiae,
said the fire had blazed
through a narrow multi-
storey building in the con-
gested Hauz Rani urban vil-
lage of south Delhi’s Malvi-
ya Nagar which operated
as a bed and breakfast with
a restaurant on the ground
floor.

“The final death toll

Firefighters and rescue personnel carry out operations after a fire at

a coaching centre in Aliganj, Lucknow. FILE PHOTO

reached 23 and more than
50 people were rescued,”
he pointed out.

Mr. Sinha said the fire in
a multi-storeyed building
in Lucknow’s Aliganj re-
sulted in the death of 15
persons, many of them stu-
dents.

“We are particularly
concerned with the con-
duct of the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi [MCD]
with regard to non-com-
pliance of directions issued
by the court in 2024 and
specific directions of May
20,” the Bench addressed

Additional Solicitor Gener-
al S.D. Sanjay, appearing
for the MCD.

The law officer agreed to
file a detailed report before
August 4, the next date of
hearing.

The court referred to
media reports that 93%
buildings in Gurugram
failed in complying with
fire safety norms and
asked the executive head
of the civic body of the city
to be present on the next
date of hearing with a re-
port detailing the action ta-
ken.

Manipur CM invokes
religious teachings
in appeal for peace

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh invoked the Bible
and the teachings of Gauta-
ma Buddha to appeal for
peace during his visit to
Kuki-dominated Kangpok-
pi and Naga-majority Sena-
pati district on
Wednesday.

He interacted with vil-
lagers, including those ab-
ducted after the killing of
three church leaders on

May 13 and released later,
in Kangpokpi and Senapati
district, which borders
Nagaland.

“You are Christians; the
Nagas are also Christians.
When you open the Bible,
it sends the message of for-
give and forget. [ am a Hin-
du and a believer in Gauta-
ma Buddha, who preached
peace,” the Chief Minister
told church leaders said at
Kangpokpi Bazaar.

“We should all work for
the return of peace in Ma-
nipur,” he added.
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NDA-ruled States, universities object
to centralisation provisions in VBSA

Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya among States to raise concerns over the Centre’s powers; universities seek

safeguards, parliamentary monitoring; BHU warns that Bill could turn an independent regulator into arm of the Union govt.

Sobhana K. Nair

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

DA-ruled States, in-
N cluding Andhra Pra-

desh, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Meghalaya, have
raised concerns over provi-
sions in the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, warning a parlia-
mentary panel that the
proposed legislation would

centralise powers over
higher education
regulation.

The Bill proposes a
structural overhaul of high-
er education in the coun-
try, by repealing the statu-
tory Acts governing the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC), the All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE), and the Na-
tional Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) and re-
placing them with a single
apex body called the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA).

The Bill is currently un-
der review by a joint parlia-
mentary committee head-
ed by BJP MP D.
Purandeswari. The Hindu
accessed submissions
made to the parliamentary
panel, which is in the final
stages of preparing its
report.

Apart from State govern-
ments, Central and State
universities and institutes
have also criticised the Bill,
raising concerns over the
Centre’s expanded pow-
ers, the absence of State re-
presentation in the pro-
posed regulatory
structure, ambiguities in
its scope, and the transi-
tion process following the
winding up of the UGC,

A

The Bill proposes an overhaul of higher education by repealing the
statutory Acts governing the UGC, the AICTE, and the NCTE and
replacing them with a single apex body. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

AICTE, and NCTE.

Bypassing States
Some of the strongest ob-
jections came from Andhra
Pradesh, which is ruled by
the Telugu Desam Party, a
BJP ally. The State argued
that several provisions of
the Bill could render its le-
gislative authority over
higher education “a dead
letter” and sought manda-
tory consultation before
decisions affecting State
universities are taken. The
State  also  cautioned
against Clause 11 that al-
lows the Regulatory Coun-
cil to bypass State universi-
ties in granting degrees,
saying it could lead to
“constitutional friction”.

The State government
further suggested a clause
explicitly preventing the
Centre from taking action
prejudicial to the autono-
my, functioning, and go-
vernance of State institutes
and universities.

BJP-ruled Madhya Pra-
desh has also raised con-
cerns over what it de-

scribed as limited State
representation in the pro-
posed regulatory council.

The Meghalaya govern-
ment — led by the National
People’s Party, which is a
BJP ally — recommended
an explicit provision defin-
ing the respective powers
of the Centre and the
States. It proposed that the
Centre be responsible for
coordination, standards,
accreditation, and quality
assurance, while States re-
tain authority over the es-
tablishment, governance,
administration, staffing, fi-
nancing, and overall func-
tioning of State
universities.

Key vulnerability

Central universities and in-
stitutes such as the Banaras
Hindu University (BHU),
the Central University of
Rajasthan and the Indian
Institute of Information
Technology (IIIT), Chit-
toor, as well as State un-
iversities in Assam, Maha-
rashtra, and Jammu and
Kashmir, have objected to

provisions that they say
could increase
centralisation.

Several institutions told
the panel that clauses re-
quiring the new regulatory
structure to follow direc-
tions from the Centre re-
presented the Bill’s “most
critical vulnerability”.

While some universities
cautioned that dismantling
the UGC, AICTE, and NCTE
simultaneously could
cause “significant institu-
tional disruption”, others
argued that the Bill con-
centrated regulatory pow-
ers and created the possi-
bility of “arbitrary
interventions”. Institutions
called for phased imple-
mentation, parliamentary
oversight of powers exer-
cised by the Centre under
the Bill, and mandatory
notice and consultation
with States before such
powers are invoked.

BHU noted that Clause
45 gives finality to the
Centre’s policy directions
and binds the VBSA to
them, “effectively subordi-
nating the regulator to the
executive”, while Clause 47
empowers the Centre to
supersede the VBSA and
dissolve it. The university
told the panel that these
provisions risked turning
an independent regulator
into “an arm of the govern-
ment of the day”.

Clause 45 empowers the
Centre to issue binding
policy directions to the
Commission, gives it the fi-
nal say on what constitutes
a policy matter, and allows
it to assign additional func-
tions. Clause 47 allows the
Centre to suspend or su-
persede the Commission
or its councils for up to a

year. IIIT Chittoor said a
possible implication of
Clause 45 was the expan-
sion of Centre’s influence
across the three councils
proposed under the struc-
ture, which could end up
shaping institutional aca-
demic operations. SNDT
Women’s University, Pune,
said that without checks
and balances, consultation
and parliamentary over-
sight, the provisions could
lead to “excessive
centralisation”.

Fee escalation
Congress-ruled Telangana
said the Bill’s structure
does not adequately recog-
nise the role of State go-
vernments. It sought the
deletion of Clause 11, which
empowers the Union go-
vernment-backed Regula-
tory Council to authorise
independent accredited
colleges to grant degrees
directly, bypassing the
State governments. It also
argued that the Bill neither
empowers the Regulatory
Council to regulate fees
nor preserves the existing
framework, potentially al-
lowing fee escalation.

Telangana’s Higher Edu-
cation Department de-
scribed Clause 45 as the
“single most centralising
clause” in the Bill, calling it
a “self5judging clause” that
gives the Centre the final
authority in disputes with
councils under the VBSA
framework.

The department argued
that the provision expand-
ed Central authority over
the structure without
granting States corres-
ponding powers over mat-
ters relating to their own
universities.

Cong. alleges forged
gram sabha consent
for Singrauli mining

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Alleging that gram sabha
consent for coal mining in
Madhya Pradesh’s Singrau-
li district had been ob-
tained through forged re-
solutions carrying the
thumb impressions of de-
ceased persons, the Con-
gress on Thursday de-
manded a CBI inquiry into
what it called angootha
chori (stealing thumb im-
pressions). The party said
the alleged fraud in tribal
areas was part of a wider
pattern of subversion of
environmental and forest
safeguards.

At a press conference in
New Delhi, All India Con-
gress Committee national
coordinator for SC, OBC,
Minority and Adivasi De-
partments K. Raju and Adi-
vasi Congress chief Vikrant
Bhuria alleged that fake
gram sabha approvals had
been used to facilitate min-
ing in the Dhirauli coal
block in Singrauli, where,
they claimed, an Adani
group-linked company was
operating. There was no
immediate response from
the company or the
administration.

Cites RTI documents

Mr. Bhuria cited RTI docu-
ments and death certifi-
cates to claim that the
names and thumb impres-
sions of persons who had
died years earlier ap-
peared in gram sabha reso-
lutions shown as having
been passed in 2021.

He referred to the cases
of Brij Bhan Singh, who
died in 2014 but was alleg-
edly shown as having given
consent in 2021; Phooles-
wari Singh, who died in
2018 but whose consent

Vikrant Bhuria

was allegedly recorded
three years later; and Jag
Bandhan Singh Gond, who
died in 2015 but whose
thumb impression was al-
legedly used in 2021.

Mr. Bhuria also alleged
that some living residents
who were literate and ordi-
narily sign documents had
their thumb impressions
affixed instead. Such prac-
tices violated the Forest
Rights Act and the Pan-
chayats (Extension to Sche-
duled Areas) Act, under
which gram sabha consent
was mandatory in Sche-
duled Areas before land
could be acquired or forest
land diverted, he said.

The Congress demand-
ed a CBI probe into the al-
leged fraud, action against
officials and companies in-
volved, and a halt to min-
ing activity in the area until
the claims were indepen-
dently verified.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh ampli-
fied the charge on social
media, saying that after
“vote chori, seat chori and
chanda chori”, the country
was now witnessing “an-
gootha chori”. In a sepa-
rate post, he widened the
attack on the Narendra Mo-
di government and target-
ed Union Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
over the abrupt removal of
four of his close aides.

UGC-NET leak
claims spark
Congress call
to scrap NTA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
intensified its attack on the
Union government over al-
leged irregularities in the
UGC-NET, demanding the
resignation of Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and the disband-
ing of the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

The Opposition party’s
attack came after allega-
tions surfaced that the So-
ciology paper in the UGC-
NET held on June 30 had
been leaked.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh,
sharing a media report on
social media platform X,
said the alleged leak had
exposed the hollowness of
the government’s claim
that shifting examinations
to a computer-based test
(CBT) format would curb
malpractice.

“Days after the NEET-
UG exam was leaked in
May 2026, ‘Mantri Prad-
han’ announced that NEET
would be conducted in
CBT mode from next year,
implicitly suggesting that a
computer-based examina-
tion could not be leaked,”
Mr. Ramesh said.“Now
there are reports that the
UGC-NET Sociology exami-
nation appears to have
been leaked despite being
a CBT,” he added.

He also referred to ear-
lier complaints regarding
the UGC-NET English ex-
amination, in which ques-
tions were allegedly lifted
from past papers without
change, and charged that
the problem lay not in the
mode of examination but
in a “compromised” Edu-
cation Ministry and a “de-
liberately incompetent and
incapacitated” NTA.

‘Champat Rai
not upset
about his
resignation’

Press Trust of India
AYODHYA

Ram temple trust treasurer
Govind Dev Giri on Thurs-
day said Champat Rai is
not upset after resigning as
its general secretary in the
wake of the alleged dona-
tion theft and is fully sup-
portive of the new temple
management system being
put in place.

“I met Champat Rai ji
yesterday mainly to check
on his health. He is
healthy, solution-oriented
and has no misgivings
about his resignation,” Mr.
Giri said. “He (Champat) is
an old veteran who has de-
voted his life to the coun-
try. He is fully supportive
of the new (temple man-
agement) system being put
in place and he isn’t upset
or angry,” he said.

Examine call records of Ram
Temple employees: Akhilesh

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

Upping the ante on the
Ram Temple donations is-
sue, Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Thurs-
day demanded that the call
detail records of all those
employed in the temple be
examined, claiming that
99.9% of them would have
links with the BJP.

Talking to reporters
here, Mr. Yadav also ac-
cused the BJP of placing
electoral considerations
above religious values.

“All the call detail re-
cords (CDR) of those who
were working in the tem-
ple complex should be exa-
mined. The moment the
CDRs are scrutinised,
99.9% of them will turn out
to be BJP people. You can-
not imagine the turmoil
that will break out within
the BJP then. The exodus

Akhilesh Yadav

has already begun and ma-
ny people have already
started contacting us,” he
claimed.

Raising queries over the
functioning of the SIT, the
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister said: “What SIT is
this? It is merely an at-
tempt to cover up the mat-
ter. Who constituted this
SIT? We are also hearing
that questions have been
raised about the SIT itself.
One of its members is fac-

ing a cheating case. Tell
me, will such a person con-
tinue to be part of the
SIT?”

The SIT comprising Di-
visional Commissioner of
Lucknow Vijay Vishwas
Pant, Inspector-General of
Police S. Kiran and Special
Secretary (Finance) Neel
Ratan was constituted on
June 13 to probe the dona-
tion theft allegations.

He also alleged that the
BJP changes its ideology ac-
cording to electoral conve-
nience. Later in the day, he
said in a post on X: “Only
resignation will not do.
The entire Trust should be
dissolved.” He also de-
manded a judicial probe
into “all land deals and
other works carried out
under the signatures of
those who have resigned”,
asserting that “resignation
should not become a route
to escape scrutiny”.

BJP nominates 3 ex-Trinamool MPs
to RS hours after joining the party

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Thursday nominated
three former Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha MPs
Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray and Prakash
Chik Baraik to the Upper
House of Parliament.

The development came
hours after the three lead-
ers joined the BJP in Kolka-
ta. BJP State president Sa-
mik Bhattacharya
welcomed the three form-
er MPs by handing over a
BJP flag to them at the par-
ty office.

Incidentally, Ms. Dev,
Mr. Ray and Mr. Baraik
joined the party days
ahead of the July 24 bypolls
to three Rajya Sabha seats
in the State.

After the defeat of the
Trinamool Congress in the

Former Trinamool Congress MPs Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu Sekhar

Ray and Prakash Chik Baraik upon joining the BJP on Thursday. ANI

West Bengal Assembly
polls, the three Rajya Sab-
ha MPs who were nominat-
ed by party chairperson
Mamata Banerjee had quit
as members of the Upper
House.

‘Accept wholeheartedly’
“The three former MPs
have taken a stand and re-
signed from Rajya Sabha. It
is a moment of happiness

for us. We accept the three
of them wholeheartedly,”
Mr. Bhattacharya said in
the presence of the three
leaders joining the BJP.

As the BJP has 208 legis-
lators in the 294-member
West Bengal Assembly, and
the Trinamool Congress le-
gislators are divided into
two camps, their election
is just a matter of time.

Earlier in the day, Ms.

Dev, a prominent leader
from Assam, who left the
Congress to join the Trina-
mool Congress in 2021,
said that the BJP was a na-
tional party and the party’s
high command would take
a call on her nomination to
the Rajya Sabha.

Mr. Ray, a three-term
Rajya Sabha member and
former party chief whip
who was one of Mamata
Banerjee’s key parliamen-
tary faces, resigned from
the Rajya Sabha and as a
member of the party after
Trinamool lost power in
West Bengal.

Mr. Ray had met Home
Minister Amit Shah during
the latter’s recent visit to
Kolkata.

Mr. Baraik, who hails
from Alipurduar, was nom-
inated by Trinamool Con-
gress to the Rajya Sabha in
2023.

Prashant Kishor has task cut out in Bankipur bypoll

BJP chief Nabin has

Amarnath Tewa

named as the party’s national

his home, provision store

how long will we keep voting

PATNA

Ahead of the byelection in the
Bankipur Assembly consti-
tuency in Patna, residents say
the contest this time will be
between the Bharatiya Janata
Party candidate and Jan Su-
raaj Party founder Prashant
Kishor. Mr. Kishor has been
busy in the constituency, ad-
dressing nukkad (corner)
meetings and going door to
door to meet people.

The byelection will be held
on July 30 and the result will
be out on August 3. The seat
fell vacant after sitting BJP
MLA Nitin Nabin was elected
to the Rajya Sabha after being

CM
K

president. Mr. Nabin had won
five consecutive times from
Bankipur, which has been a
BJP stronghold. The party has
fielded a young leader, Abh-
ishek Kumar Sinha ‘Bunty’,
while the Opposition Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal has repeated its
candidate, Rekha Gupta. In
the 2025 Assembly election,
Mr. Nabin had received
98,299 votes (62.66%) to de-
feat Ms. Gupta, who got
46,363 votes (29.55%). The
JSP’s Vandana Kumari had se-
cured 7,717 votes (4.92%).
Both Mr. Abhishek and Mr.
Gupta filed their nomination
papers on Thursday and Mr.
Kishor is expected to file his

won five consecutive
times from Bankipur,
which has been a BJP

stronghold

nomination on July 11.

“For the past several As-
sembly elections, I’'ve been
voting for the BJP, but now it
[the party] has become de-
pressing. I will not vote for the
BJP this time but the battle ap-
pears to be between Mr. Kish-
or and Mr. Abhishek,” said Su-
man Dhari Sinha, a
septuagenarian resident of
Kidwaipuri locality in Banki-
pur. A few yards away from

owner Jyoti Kumar Verma, 50,
asserted: “Only the BJP candi-
date will win. For the past
nine Assembly elections [five
terms for Mr. Nabin and four
terms for his father Nabin
Kishore Prasad Sinha], people
of the constituency have re-
posed faith in the party’s can-
didate... this time too, the can-
didate is local and personally
knows everyone in the consti-
tuency... there is no match for
the BJP.”

Batting for change

However, a young voter of the
Dakshin Mandiri locality near
Kathpul, Sumit Kumar, 29,
asked, “We need change... for

for a single party?” He is un-

Press Trust of India

equivocal about who he | NEW DELHI
thinks are the main
contestants.

“The battle will be between
Mr. Kishor and the Mr. Abh-
ishek,” he said.

Bankipur is largely an ur-

The Cockroach Janta Party an-
nounced a peaceful march to Par-
liament on July 20, the first day of
the Monsoon Session, on Thurs-

CJP urges students to join
Parliament march on July 20

day. The CJP said the march would

begin from Jantar Mantar. It called
upon students, parents and citi-

zens from across the country to
join the march to seek justice for
students and press for Mr. Prad-
han’s resignation.

ban constituency in central

Patna with about 4 lakh voters L)
and is dominated by Kayastha =
and Vaishya (trader) voters,
besides a mixed population of
other castes.

The BJP candidate is from
the Kayastha community
while the RJD candidate
comes from the Vaishya com-
munity. Mr. Kishor belongs to
the Brahmin community.

27.07.2026.

Laboratory apparatus, Scientific Equipments,

TAMIL NADU AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY
COIMBATORE — 641 003

RATE CONTRACT NOTIFICATION - 2026-27

On behalf of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, sealed tenders are invited for the supply of Chemicals,
onsumables, Glasswares - Fragile and Non-Fragile items
etc., for the constituent Colleges, Departments, Research Stations, KVK’s and other Centres of the
University during the financial year 2026-27. The firms should have three years of experience as on
01.01.2026 as “MANUFACTURER” of the said items, they intend to supply and hold a valid “Manufacturer’s
License” for such of those items which are marketed under their own approved or patented brand names or
trademarks. The term “Manufacturer” also includes manufacturers or their sole agents or their dealer whom
they authorize to participate in the tender. The Manufacturer should authorize only one dealer/distributor for
participating in the tender. The tender documents can be obtained from the office of the Comptroller, Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore — 641003 on payment of cost of Rs.1770/- (Rs.1500/- + GST
@18%) through a demand draft drawn in favour of the COMPTROLLER, TAMIL NADU AGRICULTURAL
UNIVERSITY, COIMBATORE payable at State Bank of India, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University Branch,
Coimbatore-3, subsequent to the date of publication of this notification. The last date for the issue of tender
documents is 27.07.2026 upto 11.00 am. The last date for receipt of filled tenders is upto 4.00 pm on

The tenders will be opened at 10.00 am on 28.07.2026. If the tender opening date happens to be a holiday,
the tenders will be opened on the next working day.

DIPR/2256/Tender/2026

COMPTROLLER
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3,000 gas cylinders swept

away amid floods in Raigad

Continuous rainfall in Raigad, Maharashtra, over
the past few days has caused rivers to swell, with
floodwaters entering the HPCL LPG bottling
plant in Panvel taluka. The strong current swept
away both filled and empty LPG cylinders, with
around 3,000 reportedly being carried into the
Patalganga river. Raigad District Collector Kishan
Jawale urged people not to retrieve or handle any
LPG cylinders found in the river or along its
banks. He said the amount of gas remaining in
the cylinders and their internal condition were
unknown, making them potentially hazardous.

NDREF recovers body from

collapse site near Pune

An NDRF team on Thursday recovered a body
from the debris of a building that collapsed at a
waste management plant in Pimpri Chinchwad
near Pune, officials said. Nine persons have been
rescued so far in a multi-agency operation at the
site, they said. A three-storey building located
over a waste-to-energy plant at Moshi in the area
collapsed after a huge mound of garbage crashed
onto it on Wednesday afternoon, trapping
around 18 individuals under the rubble. “We
suspect that 7 to 8 people are still trapped under
the debris,” a senior NDRF official said. e

IPS trainee
moves SC on
postpartum
hiatus rule

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of In-
dia is scheduled to hear on
July 10 the appeal of a wo-
man Indian Police Service
(IPS) probationer who has
questioned a 36-year-old
policy of the Home Minis-
try which requires new
mothers like her to take a
year’s postpartum break
from training.

On July 8, a Bench head-
ed by Justice Manoj Misra
had sought the govern-
ment’s response to a peti-
tion filed by Urvashi Sen-
gar. The court’s order,
published on July 9, high-
lighted Ms. Sengar’s query
on whether the policy aims
to disentitle new parents
like her rather than pro-
tecting them.

Ms. Sengar, who gave
birth on September 29 last
year, submitted that she
had volunteered for the re-
quisite training, which was
to commence on June 22
this year. However, the de-
partment concerned had
refused her permission,
citing the Ministry’s Office
Memorandum of August
23, 1993, which provided
for “a year’s hiatus in train-
ing post delivery”.

CISF seizes over 428
tonnes of illegal coal
in Jharkhand, Bengal

In intensified crackdown, authorities take control of vehicles, equipment

being used for illegal mining; 4 FIRs registered, legal action to be initiated

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ntensifying its opera-
l tions against illegal

coal mining, the Cen-
tral Industrial Security
Force has in the past four
days recovered over 428
metric tonne of coal being
transported illegally in
Jharkhand and West Ben-
gal, a CISF official said on
Thursday.

In line with the govern-
ment’s “zero coal leakage”
initiative, the CISF has
stepped up enforcement
against illegal coal mining,
theft, unauthorised stor-
age and transportation un-
der the provisions of the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act, 1957 (MMDR Act), the
official added.

Boosting transparency

The CISF has launched in-
telligence-driven  opera-
tions in coordination with
Coal India subsidiaries, lo-
cal police and district ad-

District authorities, the police and Coal India subsidiaries will

coordinate to safeguard mineral resources. REUTERS

ministration to safeguard
national mineral resources
and strengthen transpa-
rency in the coal sector.
“Between July 4 and 8,
2026, CISF conducted
coordinated  operations
across the coalfields of
Bharat Coking Coal Limit-
ed (BCCL), Eastern Coal-
fields Limited (ECL) and
Central Coalfields Limited
(CCL) in Jharkhand and
West Bengal. The opera-
tions resulted in the recov-
ery of 428.34 metric tonne
of illegally mined, stored

or transported coal, regis-
tration of four First Infor-
mation Reports (FIR), sei-
zure of one Hyva truck and
more than 13 motorcycles
and other equipment used
in illegal mining and tran-
sportation, besides appre-
hension of offenders and
initiation of legal proceed-
ings under the MMDR Act,”
the official added.

The enforcement drive
covered several vulnerable
mining belts and coal tran-
sportation corridors in
both States.

No tax exemption
for same-sex couple,
says I'T Department

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

The Income Tax Depart-
ment has filed an affidavit
before the Bombay High
Court opposing a plea by a
same-sex couple challeng-
ing Section 56(2)(x) of the
Income Tax Act, which
grants exemption from tax
on gifts between spouses,
and seeking to extend the
benefit to their
relationship.

The affidavit, dated Oc-
tober 14, 2025, was filed
before a Division Bench of
Justices Burgess Colaba-
walla and Firdosh Pooni-
walla by Sandeep Dahiya,
Principal Commissioner of
Income Tax (Judicial). The
department has urged the
Bench to dismiss the peti-
tion as “misconceived”.
According to the depart-
ment, the petitioners are
attempting to use the In-
come Tax Act to alter the
meaning of “spouse” un-
der the Act, a term that is
not recognised for same-
sex relationships under
any marriage law in India.

The department stated
that the petitioners have
not cited any law recognis-
ing their relationship as a

The department says
petitioners are trying
to use the Income
Tax Act to alter the
meaning of ‘spouse’

marriage or recognising
them as spouses and are
instead asking the Income
Tax Act to provide a defini-
tion of marriage or spouse
that is contrary to the defi-
nitions under various mar-
riage laws.

The department has
contended that the writ pe-
tition constitutes an abuse
of the legal process, as the
relief sought does not per-
tain to the provisions of the
Income Tax Act. The affi-
davit further stated that
since marriage or spousal
relationships between
same-sex couples are not
recognised under any mar-
riage law in India, the ex-
emption under Section 56
(2)(x) cannot be extended
to them. The department
has maintained that the In-
come Tax Act cannot de-
fine the term contrary to
those laws.

The court is yet to pro-
nounce its order on the
matter.

Mahadev betting
case kingpin traced
to Oman, says ED

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Amid reports that Saurabh
Chandrakar - the kingpin
in the alleged Mahadev on-
line book betting app scam
pegged at 36,000 crore —
has been traced to Oman,
investigating agencies have
written to the authorities
concerned for his extradi-
tion, Directorate of Enfor-
cement (ED) counsel Sau-
rabh Kumar Pande told
The Hindu on Thursday.

Mr. Chandrakar, who
hails from Bhilai, Chhattis-
garh, had launched the
betting platform in 2018
along with his aide Ravi
Uppal, both of whom are
absconding. Indian author-
ities had tried to get Mr.
Chandrakar extradited in
2024 as well, when he was
said to be in Dubai.

“It was in mid-June that
we learnt Chandrakar had
escaped to Oman from Du-
bai and we approached a
court to get a warrant is-
sued. Once the warrant

¢ ed

The Enforcement Directorate
said that Saurabh Chandrakar
had fled Dubai.

was issued, we submitted
all the extradition papers
to the Indian Consul Gen-
eral to submit them to the
Oman Embassy for further
action,” said Mr. Pande.

In a related develop-
ment, the Central Bureau
of Investigation that is
probing the Mahadev app-
related corruption case,
said on Thursday that it
has filed a chargesheet
against six accused and al-
so filed additional evi-
dence against “the main
kingpins Saurabh Chandra-
kar and Ravi Uppal and
others ”.
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Navy orders probe into
crash of unmanned aerial
vehicle near Porbandar

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

A Board of Inquiry (Bol)
has been ordered after an
Indian Navy Drishti-10 Star-
liner unmanned aerial veh-
icle (UAV) crashed near
Dharampur village in Guja-
rat’s Porbandar district
during a routine training
sortie on Wednesday.

In a statement posted
on X, the Navy said the
UAV crashed during a
training flight near the Por-
bandar airfield and there
were no reports of injuries
or casualties on the
ground.

Security agencies reco-
vered the wreckage from
the crash site and have be-
gun a technical
examination.

Defence sources indicat-
ed that the UAV may have
suffered a technical mal-
function, though the exact
cause will be established
only after the inquiry.

The Drishti-10 is the In-

open field near Porbandar, Gujarat, on Wednesday. PTI

dianised version of Israel’s
battle-proven Hermes-900
Medium Altitude Long En-
durance UAV. It is licence-
manufactured by Adani
Defence and Aerospace at
its Hyderabad facility in
partnership with Israel’s
Elbit Systems.

Second mishap
The mishap is the second
involving the Hermes-900-
based platform acquired
under the emergency pro-
curement route.

In January last year, a
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15 Small rest for golfers at New Scotland Yard for starters (6)
17 Look, covering a short length... An antelope! (7)
19 Sumatra tour results in sufferings (7)

22 Questioning, like royalty (6)

24 One moving in tummy gets protection (8)
26 Drug made from carotin processed with carbon (8)
28 Male with pointer gets food item that may be vegetarian or

non-vegetarian (6)
30 Fish only (4)

31 Capital city is average in the beginning (5)

32 Bird seen in fernery (4)
Down
Keen to fracture joint (4)

Drink with actor's trainer (7)
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resistance (6)

Idiotic pal seen with East Asian people (8)
Virginia follows dancer Kelly in city (6)

Person who agrees, as despatched by queen (8)
Silver contained in home construction results in conductor's

7 Animal from Vishakapatnam area (4)
14 Devices to catch animals and rats running around top of pit (5)

Drishti-10 being flown by
the manufacturer during
pre-acceptance trials
ditched into the Arabian
Sea after reportedly losing
its communication link be-
fore formal induction into
naval service. The aircraft
was subsequently replaced
by the manufacturer.

The Army and the Navy
contracted two Drishti-10
drones each under the
fourth tranche of emergen-
cy procurements in 2023 at
a cost of around 140 crore
per aircraft.

SUDOKU

PIL plea in Delhi HC
against functioning
of Wildlife Board

acob Kosh
NEW DELHI

A group of retired forest
and wildlife officials and
conservationists on Wed-
nesday moved the Delhi
High Court with a public
interest litigation (PIL) pe-
tition challenging the func-
tioning of the National
Board for Wildlife (NBWL)
and its Standing Commit-
tee, alleging that the two
bodies have become a
“clearing house” that rou-
tinely diverts protected
areas to roads, mining, in-
dustry and other non-con-
servation projects.

The 10 petitioners — led
by retired Indian Forest
Service officer Prakriti Sri-
vastava, and including
M.K. Ranjitsinh, the 88-
year-old former civil ser-
vant widely regarded as
the principal drafter of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, are seeking binding
guidelines on how the two
bodies take decisions.

They claim that the
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The petitioners claim
it approved over 97%
of proposals between
2014 and 2026

Standing Committee ap-
proved more than 97% of
proposals for diverting, re-
ducing or de-notifying pro-
tected land between 2014
and 2026, often consider-
ing over 100 proposals in a
single day. The petition
says the full NBWL, meant
to meet annually, con-
vened in 2025 after a 13-
year gap, leaving the
Standing Committee as its
de facto operational arm.

The NBWL is the apex
statutory authority on wil-
dlife under the 1972 Act,
chaired by the Prime Mi-
nister with the Environ-
ment Minister as
vice-chairperson.

The government is ex-
pected to file its reply in
court by August 18, with
the next hearing scheduled
on September 18.

FAITH

Activist flags
mislabelling
of Sikkim’s

capital on X

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A Sikkim-based social acti-
vist has asked the State’s
Home Department to
make X, a micro-blogging
site, undo an anomaly that
indicates Gangtok is in
China.

In a statement on July 8,
Muk Hang Limboo pointed
out that the capital of Sik-
kim is displayed as “Gang-
tok, Xinjiang” instead of
“Gangtok, Sikkim, India”
on X due to an apparent
geolocation anomaly. Xin-
jlang is an Uyghur-domi-
nated province in China.

The anomaly appears
while selecting a location
for posts, he said.

“As the most searched
and internationally recog-
nised location in the State,
any incorrect digital repre-
sentation on a globally
used platform has the po-
tential to mislead users,
and create unnecessary
confusion regarding In-
dia’s territorial integrity,”
Mr. Limboo said.

Saranaagathi, easiest way

Bhakti Yoga is referred to as Ashtanga Yoga (eight parts),
whereas prapatti (complete surrender) is known as Sha-
danga Yoga (six parts), described as Saranaagathi. This
practice comprises six parts. Sri Srinivasa Desika Tatha-
chariar in a discourse said Swami Vedanta Desika elabo-
rates on the greatness of Saranaagathi and its inner divi-
sions in the 26 and 27 verses of the Saranaagathi Deepika,
explaining that Saranaagathi is the complete offering or
surrender of oneself to the Supreme Lord.

Anyone, regardless of their capacity to follow other
paths, is eligible to perform Saranaagathi to achieve de-
sired results. He emphasises that this path is open to all,
including animals, birds and humans, as demonstrated by
the Lord granting salvation to figures such as Jatayu (bird),
cows (animal), cowherds, Nambaduvan, Brahmarakshasa
and dadhibandan (curd pot), among others. Unlike Bhak-
thi Yoga, which is complicated and demands strict adhe-
rence to other methods, Saranaagathi is described as an
easily practised, glorious method that requires no such
prerequisites, other than deep and unshaken faith (Mahaa
Viswaasam). The six parts of this practice are explained
as: Aanukoolya Sankalpam (the resolve to be favourable to
the Lord); Praathikoolya Varjanam (the avoidance of ac-
tions displeasing to the Lord); Rakshishyathi iti visvaasa-
ha: (absolute faith that the Lord will protect); Gopthruthva
Varanam (appealing to the Lord as the sole protector);
Kaarpanyam (the humility of admitting one’s utter help-
lessness); and finally, the sixth, which is offering one’s
soul, the responsibility of its protection, and the resulting
fruits to the divine feet of the Lord.
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Govt. waives levy on key inputs

for electronics manufacturing

The Centre has waived basic customs duty on
goods used in manufacture of display assemblies,
lithium ion cell and inductor coil module as it
looks to promote domestic production of
electronic devices like smartphones, laptops,
wearables and smart TVs. The finance ministry
issued three separate notifications giving effect to
the basic customs duty (BCD) waiver on the
goods used in manufacture of the three key
components used in electronic devices. e

Adani to file sworn affidavit
in US. court this week

Gautam Adani will file this week a sworn affidavit
in a U.S. federal court stating whether he is aware
of any promise, agreement or benefit linked to
the U.S. government’s decision to dismiss a
criminal indictment against him. District Judge
Nicholas Garaufis directed Mr. Adani to file the
affidavit by July 15 before ruling on the Justice
Department’s motion to dismiss the indictment
with prejudice. The Adani group did not offer
any comment on the issue. en

Google appeals Indian ruling
over its ads platform

Google has challenged an Indian court ruling that
it infringed on a company’s trademark rights by
allowing rivals to use its name as an advertising
keyword, arguing the decision will hurt
consumers, documents reviewed by Reuters
show. The May decision could reshape the online
ads market in a country where Google last year

earned $4.1 billion in gross advertising revenue
but where it is also facing a raft of antitrust cases
and court battles. Google India’s appeal will be
heard in the coming days. reuters

Al poses arelatively lower
risk to India’s GCC jobs: CEA

Nageswaran says most of India’s Global Capability Centres are engaged in cutting-edge work

rather than providing low-cost support, which is what Al can easily and cheaply replace

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ty Centres (GCCs) are

not just low-cost sup-
port in a new form, but are
areas where cutting edge
work is taking place, Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA) V.
Anantha Nageswaran said
on Thursday. As such,
these GCC jobs are also at a
relatively lower risk of be-
ing replaced by Artificial
Intelligence (AI), he added.

However, the CEA did
warn against the dangers
of complacency, saying
that other countries are al-
ready copying India’s
model.

“It is cutting edge and
increasingly so,” Mr. Nages-
waran said while speaking
at a session during the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry’s (CII) GCC Business
Summit. “Global banks run
their risk systems and trad-
ing platforms in Mumbai
and Bangalore and elsewh-
ere as well, car makers de-
sign their vehicles’ embed-
ded systems from Chennai
and Pune, semiconductor
firms carry out chip de-
sign, pharmaceutical com-
panies run clinical analyt-
ics here, and consumer
firms build and own entire
digital products here in In-
dia,” he added.

Mr. Nageswaran said
that the intellectual pro-
perty created in these cen-
ters is real, with the pa-
tents being filed here, the
products shipped from In-
dia and global roles in-
creasingly held by people

l ndia’s Global Capabili-

CEAV. Anantha Nageswaran speaks at the inaugural session of
the Cll GCC Business Summit 2026 on Thursday. BY ARRANGEMENT

sitting in India.
The CEA also sought to
answer whether these

GCCs would be wunder
threat from the rise of Al
and would these GCC jobs
be automated soon.

“Part of the model is in-
deed exposed,” Mr. Nages-
waran conceded. “The
work that was routine, re-
petitive and rule bound is
exactly the work that Al
does most easily and most
cheaply as well. If a
centre’s value rests only on
doing simple tasks at low
cost, then the value is un-
der real threat. We should
not pretend otherwise.”

However, he also said
that this is not where most
Indian centres are today,
and that this was not the
direction in which they are
headed.

“Artificial intelligence
does not build, deploy or
govern itself,” Mr. Nages-
waran explained. “Some-
one has to design these sys-
tems, train them, test
them, correct them and

hold them to account. So-
meone has to decide
where they should be used
and where they must not
be used.”

“Someone has to carry
the responsibility when
they fail,” he added. “And
that work is expanding and
not shrinking. And a large
and growing share of this
kind of work is being done
in India.”

Complacency matters
The CEA, however, cau-
tioned against complacen-
cy, saying that standing still
meant allowing others to
catch up. “Other countries
are watching us and copy-
ing us,” he asserted. “Our
costs are rising. In some
skills, our talent is already
scarce, so indispensability
is not a title that India can
hold on to forever.”

He added that the move
from cost centres to capa-

‘India aims to be
strategic leader
in hosting GCCs’

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
India aspires to become a
“strategic leader” in hosting
global capability centres (GCCs)
of MNCs and become
indispensable to the world’s
knowledge economy. India
possesses “every ingredient”
required to lead this
transformation, she said. e

ment acting as a support.

“Skilling is the clearest
case,” Mr. Nageswaran
said. “We produce a very
large number of graduates
each year. We do not yet
produce enough of those
who are ready on day one.
By some estimates, fewer
than half of them are ready
for the job on the day they
arrive.”

“Closing that gap means
universities, industry and
the government working
together, not one after the
other, but at the same
time,” he said.

He further said that the
position India currently
holds in the global capabil-
ity centre market was one
that it has to keep earning,
over and over.

“The moment we be-
lieve we have arrived is the
moment others begin to
catch up,” he said. “So let
us not celebrate too early.

TCS QI net rises 4.6%
to 314,349 crore, board
okays interim dividend
of 12 per share

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Tata Consultancy Services
Ltd. (TCS) reported a 4.6%
growth in consolidated net
profit for the first quarter
ended June 30, 2026 to
313,349 crore as compared
with 12,760 crore in the
year-earlier period.

Consolidated revenue
grew 14% YoY to 372,275
crore. Annualised Al reve-
nue grew 13.6% quarter on
quarter to $2.6 billion in Q1
FY27. Operating margin
was at 24%, while net mar-
gin stood at 19.2%. During
the first quarter, the com-
pany had a Total Contract
Value (TCV) of $9.5 billion.

Workforce strength at
the end of the quarter was
5,93,798 as compared with
6,13,069 in the same pe-
riod last year.

Last Twelve Months
(LTM) attrition (IT Servic-
es) was 13.6%, the compa-
ny said in a filing. During
the quarter, the company
had added 9,279 em-
ployees. The board has ap-
proved an interim divi-
dend of 2 per share.
Record date is July 15, 2026
and the payment date is Ju-
ly 31, 2026.

“Q1 FY27 reflects conti-
nued growth momentum
and the strength of our
strategic positioning, des-
pite geopolitical and ma-
cro-economic headwinds.
We delivered a strong or-
der book of $9.5 billion, in-
cluding a marquee Al-led

Workforce strength at the end
of the quarter was 5,93,798

Al business to a $2.6 billion
annualised revenue run
rate,” said Chief Executive
Officer and Managing Di-
rector K. Krithivasan.

“Q1 was characterised
by strong growth across
several services. We won
multiple Al-led transforma-
tion deals with our dual
commitment to Al-led opti-
misation as well as innova-
tion-led outcomes,” said
Aarthi Subramanian, Exec-
utive Director, President
and COO.

Samir Seksaria, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, said, “In
Q1, we rolled out annual
wage hikes, strengthened
our partnership ecosys-
tem, and targeted invest-
ments to enhance long-
term competitiveness.”

Commenting on the re-
sults Shubham Rathore,
Principal Analyst, Gartner
said, “TCS’s resilient first-
quarter performance, fea-
turing an 8.5% year-over-
year growth in net income
to 313,849 crore, showcas-

Let us treat this success not
as a finishing line, but as a
foundation or a miles-
tone.”

bility centres, and from ex-
ecution to innovation has
to be made by firms and by
people, with the govern-

transformation deal with es the firm’s capacity to

SKF, while continuing to  maintain profitability
add clients across key reve-  through disciplined
nue bands and scaling our  execution.”

Life insurers new
business premium
rises over 13% in June

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Life insurance companies
in India reported new busi-
ness premium rose 13%
year-on-year in June to
%46,490.53 crore.

Market leader, State-
owned Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India (LIC)
posted muted NBP growth
at327,724.62 crore (k27,395
crore). Private life insurers
clocked 18,765.90 crore
(R13,722.29 crore). The
number of  policies/
schemes sold by all the life
insurers for June stood at
21,51,880 (20,06,322).

For the quarter ended
June, life insurers new bu-

%1,09,071.75 crore. LIC
logged new business of
%65,548.88 crore, a 10.33%
rise. Number of policies/
schemes sold during Ql
was a tad over 2% more at
31,05,635. The private
players, on a 12.68% rise in
policies/schemes sold at
20,07,797, reported new
business for Q1 climbed
27.51% to 43,522.87 crore.
On June numbers, Em-
kay Research said while
the protection segment
saw continued growth mo-
mentum aided by GST rate
exemption, the savings bu-
siness was hit by geopoliti-
cal tensions stemming
from the West Asia conflict
and the overall macroeco-

British insurer Aviva
to get full ownership
of Life JV in India

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Aviva is on course to be-
coming the first foreign in-
surer to hold 100% stake in
an insurance joint venture
in India with the British in-
surer announcing plans to
acquire the remaining 26%
stake in Aviva Life Insu-
rance Company India from
its joint venture partner.

It has signed an agree-
ment to purchase the 26%
in Aviva India from its local
joint venture partner Da-
bur Invest Corp. This will
take Aviva’s ownership of
Aviva India to 100% and
will give Aviva full control
over the strategic direction

w \
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India now allows 100% FDl in
insurance.

said on Thursday.

The decision comes in
the backdrop of India noti-
fying the government’s de-
cision to permit 100% fo-
reign direct investment
(FDI) in insurance from the

2. TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS - TIRUPATI
ﬁ. OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER TENDER NOTICE

ADV No.17/D3/CE/TTD/2026-27 & NIT No.27/SE-lll/TID/ 2026 -27 Dt:07-07-2026
Name of work:1) Construction of S.V. Temple and Prakaram with 3 storied
Rajagopuram at S.V Divyakshetram at Parvathipuram, Parvathipuram Manyam
District, Andhra Pradesh. Amount:640.00 Lakhs; Time for Completion:18months.

NOTE: For full details, log on to the Website https://www.tirumala.org.

TID-40021(31)/1/2026-PRO SEC(Adv.No.107) Date:09-07-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
RE - E-TENDER NOTICE
Re-Tender No. 04/2026-27/SE/PPD/KCH
AMRUT-2.0-Kochi Corporation-Providing underground sewerage networks and allied works in the
erstwhile Division 54 of Kochi Corporation for the newly proposed 5MLD STP at Elamkulam
Cost of Tender form :Rs. 21,052/- (inclusive of GST)
EMD : Rs. 500,000/
Date and time of Opening Tender : 04/08/2026 3.30 pm
Last date of receipt of tender  :03/08/2026 3.00 pm
Phone : 8547638502 E-mail- seppdregionkochi@gmail.com

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302005 (Raj.)
Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064, Website: http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
E-mail :edpssrmsc@rajasthan.gov.in
Ref. No. :- F.02 (445)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-07/2026-27/4606 ~ Dated :- 06/07/2026
Corrigendum - 1l in NIB - 07/2026-27

In Reference to NIB No. F.02 (445)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-
07/2026-27/4384 Dated :- 02.06.2026 UBN No. MSC2627GLRC00025
Corrigendum-Il is issued for date extension in bid. All details may be seen on
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &

https://www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/6457

Director (Proc.)
RMSCL

%] VISAKHAPATNAM PORT AUTHORITY

VISAKHAPATNAM

E-Tender Call Notice: 2026_VPT_281806_1, Dt. 23.06.2026.

KmnL £0€ Kerala Minerals and Metals Lid
Spreading Splendour/f]" Phone : 0476-2651215 to 217, E-Mail :md@kmml.com
TENDER NOTICE
For more details please visit E-Tendering Portal, https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com
SINo Tender Id Items
1 |2026_KMML_859547_1| Fabrication & supply of Condensing Column cooler
2 |2026_KMML_859525_1| Supply, Erection and Commissioning of Vertical Steam Turbine
3 [2026_KMML_859767_1| Supply of Computer server
4 |2026_KMML_859705_1| Global Tender for the Supply of High Purity Magnesium Metal

On behalf of the Members of Board of VPA, E-Tender is invited in
Single Stage two steps system from the experienced bidders
meeting the pre-qualifying criteria for the work mentioned below
through online bidding on the Website http://www.etenders.gov.in
SUB: UP GRADATION OF THE EXISTING 80 BEDDED GOLDEN
JUBILEE HOSPITAL TO A 300 BEDDED MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
SUPER SPECIALITY HOSPITAL AT VISAKHAPATNAM PORT ON
DESIGN, BUILT, FINANCE, OPERATE AND TRANSFER (DBFOT)
BASIS” — Due Date of Opening :06.08.2026

SECRETARY

Chavara 09.07.2026 Sd/- Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

FNETZA TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit-1, Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur District, Tamil Nadu
Unit-2, Mondipatti - 621 306, Trichy District, Tamil Nadu

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

\ CHHABRA THERMAL POWER STATION, CHHABRA
E-TENDER NOTICE No. 4109 (RVU2627GLOB00737)
Online tenders are invited for “Supply of spares for BOMAFA Make

LPBP Stop and Control Valves”. Tender details are available on websites
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (for e-tender),
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.

Raj.Samwad/C/26/6570 RVUN/PR-4424 Addl. Chief Engineer (O&M)

siness rose 16.60% to  nomic situation. of the business, the insurer  earlier limit of 74%.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Tender No. Description Due Date
262713 | Procurement of Segmented Bow Spreader Roll 20.07.2026
L] ° SBI AMC iS as 002358 | Assembly for Winder # 3 at TNPL Unit-1. ol
Dro Reddy S halts Semaglutlde . 262723 | Procurement of CATIONIC ROSIN for Board Machine
. . COmpetltlve as 001443 | (CCK)of TNPL Unit-Il. 24.07.2026
| E 7 o Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website and NIC Portal only.
Supply On quall L] Shares Sllde, any prlvate Detailed Terms & Conditions are available in tender document at our websites:
. www.tnpl.com/www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
Torrent recalls product firm: Singh [ see 2 neoseee
_ _ . _ . Ashokamithran T. AR aiferast 3TN va fren uRua
N. Ravi Kumar riod of time,” DRL said. pic. Dr. Reddy’s was | MUMBAI >

HYDERABAD

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
said it halted commercial
supplies of generic sema-
glutide after an issue with
the active pharmaceutical
ingredient (API) used in
the drug and fresh des-
patches were likely only to-
wards late October or early
November.

“Certain batches of se-
maglutide were found to
be out of specification due
to an issue associated with
the API. Until the issue is
resolved, commercial sup-
plies of the product will be
delayed for a certain pe-

CM
K

There is no impact on
patient safety or on the
product’s global regulatory
filings, the company said.

Shares plunge

The decision saw the firm’s
shares plunge almost 6%
on the BSE. Meanwhile
Torrent Pharmaceuticals
announced a voluntary re-
call of select batches of Se-
malix injection disposable
pens made by Dr. Reddy’s
on instructions from the
latter. Semaglutide is the
active ingredient in Novo
Nordisk’s blockbuster dia-
betes and weight loss

drugs Wegovy and Ozem-

among the clutch of drug-
makers in India who rolled
out generic versions al-
most immediately after the
patent on Semaglutide ex-
pired in March.

On an analysts call, CEO
Erez Israeli said the deci-
sion follows an unknown
impurity noticed during a
scale up of the production.
A thorough probe to deter-
mine the root cause would
be undertaken and neces-
sary process improvement
made. Only after a com-
plete validation of the re-
vised manufacturing pro-
cess, commercial supplies
will be resumed.

Asset manager SBI Funds
Management wants to dif-
ferentiate itself from other
PSUs as it was as aggressive
and competitive as private
sector firms, said joint CEO
D.P. Singh.

He was briefing the me-
dia on the 11,675 crore in-
itial public offering (IPO)
which is fully offer for sale.
The price band is fixed at
%545 to I547/share.

Promoters SBI and
Amundi India Holding will
sell 10% stake. The quarter-
ly average mutual fund as-
sets under management is
about ¥ 1,251 lakh crore.

INDIAN COUNCIL OF FORESTRY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
(wafaRor, 91 U4 ey

IR FATE, ARA WHR & (6 WA o)

(An Autonomous Body of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India)

103710 R, BIREE, ABIAGH — 248006 (STRIATS)

P.O. New Forest, Dehra Dun — 248006 (Uttarakhand)
fagifla wem 03/ e, q0d080%0, WXeTe, 31 / 2026-T0aTodioRoto
Advt. No. 03/Director, RFRI, Jorhat, Assam/2026-ICFRE

IR et ST da e uRye Sex1gd & sraia 7d aa ST

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302005 (Raj.)

Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064, Website: http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
E-mail :edpssrmsc@rajasthan.gov.in
Ref. No. :- F.02 (441)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-03/2026-27/23098829

Corrigendum - 1 in NIB - 03/2026-27

Dated :- 30/06/2026

In Reference to NIB No. F.02 (441)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-
03/2026-27/4494 Dated :- 24.06.2026 UBN No. MSC2627GLRC00028
Corrigendum-| is issued for date extension in bid. All details may be seen on
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &

https://www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/26/6458

Director (Proc.)
RMSCL

JAIPUR VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

Regd.Office: - Jan Path, Vidyut Bhawan, Jyoti Nagar,jaipur
Office of the Superintending Engineer (PM Surya Ghar)
0Old Power House Premises, Near Ram Mandir, Bani Park, Jaipur

wnftn wity wdah
Email: -sepmsuryaghar@jvvnl.org /sepmsgmby@gmail.com

P 0 WR 15 D JqT9 | e, auf g9 FgHEE AR, SIREIe,
3T BT IS TR & MR R ¥R 2 SIS AT g et & |
Applications are invited for filling up the post of Director, Rain Forest
Research Institute, Jorhat, Assam in the pay scale at Level-15 of 7th
CPC Pay Matrix on deputation basis at Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, Dehradun

SWIF Ug vY swgd ongeff modrostofRtomo @1 dswTsT
http:/iwww.icfre.org ¥ 33 T fawga fasmua & AR AT PR
b B | IATAET YT PR I ifre A 24.08.2026 B |

The interested candidates may apply for the above said post as per
detailed advertisement available at ICFRE website
http://lwww.icfre.org. The last date of receipt of applications is

24.08.2026 |fa, \moarosiofRiouo

Secretary, ICFRE

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-bids in two parts (Techno-commercial bid and Price bid) are invited from eligible
bidders for the work for Design, Engineering, Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning Of 1,00,000 Nos. Of Consumers Through Net Metering And O&M For 5
Years With Additional 5 Years By Competitive Bidding For Grid Connected Rooftop
Solar Plants Through Utility Led Aggregation (Capex) Mode In Jaipur Discom Under
Pm- Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana.Participating bidders can download complete set of
bidding documents from e-procurement portal http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
from 08.07.2026 onwards. Last Date/Time for receipt of online bids through e-
procurement portal is 29.07.2026 upto 05.00 PM.For further details regarding Works,
Tender Notifications & Specifications please visit website
http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in &
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jvvnl. UBN:VVN2627WLOB00213

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(PM SURYA GHAR)

Raj.Samwad/C/26/6538 JPR-3186 (2026)

For Electricity Complaints Toll Free No. 1800 180 6507

A ND-NDE
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WASHINGTON

Trump says 11 jets downed during

DHAKA

Landslide kills 7 children, teacher

LONDON

Total Eclipse singer Bonnie Tyler,

SAN FRANCISCO

OpenAl launches ChatGPT Work,

India-Pakistan hostilities last year

A
U.S. President Donald Trump has repeated his claim of settling the
conflict between India and Pakistan, adding that 11 jets were shot
down during the four-day hostilities in May last year. India has
consistently denied any third-party intervention. India launched
Operation Sindoor in response to the Pahalgam terror attack. pTi

queen of the 80s power ballad, dies

delving into workplace automation

at Rohingya camp in Bangladesh

AFP

At least seven children and a teacher were killed in a landslide
caused by monsoon rains at a Rohingya refugee camp in
Bangladesh’s southeastern Cox’s Bazar. Four of the children were
killed at the scene of the landslide, while others died at the local
hospital after they were rescued, officials said. PTI

A

REUTERS

Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler, best known for her powerful, haunting
love song Total Eclipse of the Heart, has died aged 75 in hospital in
Portugal, her family announced on Thursday. With her distinctive
husky voice, tousled mane of blonde hair and black eyeliner, Tyler
was instantly recognisable as the queen of 1980s power ballad. AFP

REUTERS

OpenAl on Thursday unveiled ChatGPT Work, an agent in its
popular chatbot designed to execute tasks across different
applications and files, marking the startup’s latest push into
workplace automation. The launch reflects intensifying competition
to build and sell Al tools for professional use. REUTERS

U.S., Iran exchange more attacks
across West Asia, threatening deal

Iran reports US. strikes around the perimeter of Bushehr nuclear plant as US. officials say they hit about 90 Iranian military

targets; new fighting erupted hours before the burial of Khamenei; Tehran officials report that U.S. attacks killed 17 people

Agence France-Presse
MASHHAD

ew fighting erupted
N between the United

States and Iran
hours ahead of the burial
of long-time Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei on
Thursday, with Tehran tar-
geting U.S. allies in the re-
gion and American strikes
hitting the perimeter of an
Iranian nuclear power
plant.

The renewed hostilities,
triggered by tensions over
the Strait of Hormuz,
sparked concerns of a re-
turn to full-scale war after
an April ceasefire and a
June U.S.-Iran accord end-
ed five weeks of conflict.
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¥ TRUMP Wemilil You

Mourners carry a banner against Donald Trump as they gather on

/

the day of Khamenei’s burial in Mashhad on Thursday. REUTERS

This was the second day
in a row that the decades-
old foes exchanged at-
tacks, with Iranian officials
reporting the U.S. attacks
had killed 17 people.

The Islamic republic
said it had resumed its at-
tacks targeting U.S. assets
in Kuwait, Bahrain and Qa-
tar, while sirens blared in
Jordan — another U.S. ally

— where the military said it
had intercepted eight mis-
siles launched from Iran.

The fighting came with
Iran preparing to bury
Khamenei, who was killed
alongside close family
members on the first day
of the U.S.-Israeli war
against Iran on February
28, in his hometown of
Mashhad.

‘Effort to overshadow’
The United States targeted
the perimeter of Iran’s only
civilian nuclear plant with
a strike on Thursday, Ira-
nian state media reported,
citing the deputy governor
of Bushehr province.

The Iranian Foreign Mi-
nistry said the U.S. attacks

targeted civilian infrastruc-
ture, including railway
bridges, and described the
strikes as a “gross war
crime”.

U.S. military officials
said Thursday’s strikes hit
approximately 90 Iranian
military targets, including
air defence systems, mis-
sile and drone storage
sites.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards accused the United
States of an “effort to over-
shadow” Khamenei’s fun-
eral with its attacks.

In a sign of the security
tensions, at least one fight-
er jet escorted the plane
carrying Khamenei’s coffin
to its final burial in
Mashhad.

Ukrainian drones strike
Russian oil depots, tankers

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukrainian drones hit more
Russian oil facilities and set
two oil tankers ablaze in
the Sea of Azov on Thurs-
day, a day after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump
pledged to grant Kyiv a li-
cence to manufacture the
Patriot air defence systems
to protect its cities.

A top Ukrainian official,
meanwhile, cautioned that
it could take a year or more
for the country to produce
Patriot interceptor
missiles.

A Ukrainian drone strike
triggered a fire at an oil de-
pot in the western Russian
city of Tver, according to
acting Governor Vitaly
Korolyov.

Qil reservoirs also were
set ablaze by drones in
Vyazniki, in the southern

People queue to refuel their cars at a petrol station in Moscow as
Ukrainian strikes on its facilities crimp domestic supply. AFP

Stavropol region, said Go-
vernor Vladimir Vladimi-
rov, forcing the evacuation
of several apartment build-
ings near the facility.

In the Sea of Azov, Uk-
rainian drones set two oil
tankers on fire, according
to Rostov Governor Yuri
Slusar, who said one of the
ships was still burning and
its crew evacuated.

The attack was the latest
in a series of strikes on oil
tankers in the area in re-
cent days, part of Ukraine
efforts to cut fuel supplies
to the Crimean Peninsula,
which Russia illegally an-
nexed in 2014.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said its defences
downed 73 Ukrainian
drones during the past day.

Ebola death toll in
Congo reaches 600,
as new cases surge

Associated Press
KINSHASA

New suspected cases of
Ebola have been reported
in parts of Congo that were
previously unaffected, the
government said on Thurs-
day, as the death toll in the
country’s latest Ebola out-
break reached 600.

According to the Congo-
lese Health Ministry, sus-
pected cases have now
been recorded in the pro-
vinces of Tshopo and Haut-
Uele, signalling the conti-
nued spread of the disease
beyond the epicentre in
Ituri.

A Congolese govern-
ment report, published
late Wednesday, said two
new cases were suspected

in Kisangani, in Tshopo
province. The Minister did
not say how many cases
were suspected in Haut-
Uele. The total number of
confirmed cases across the
country has now reached
1,759.

According to the report,
one of the two suspected
cases in Tshopo was linked
to the Nia-Nia health zone
in Ituri province, where
the first cases were report-
ed, while the other case
“has no apparent geo-
graphical connection to
known outbreaks.”

Last week, clinical trials
for treatment began after
researchers launched a
highly anticipated study in
the hope of fighting the
deadly virus.

Civic protest

- s

Protesters chant slogans during a demonstration by the ‘March and March’ movement, calling upon the government to enforce tougher
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measures against illegal immigration and to deport undocumented foreign nationals, in Mtwalume, South Africa on Thursday. AFP

Syria welcomes US.
announcement of
removal from blacklist

Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

Damascus welcomed a U.S.
announcement that it
would remove Syria from
its list of “state sponsors of
terrorism”, a move that
one  economist  said
opened the door to eco-
nomic recovery and fo-
reign investment.

“A dark page in Syria’s
history has been turned,”
Foreign Minister Asaad al-
Shaibani wrote on X.

The United States an-
nounced on Wednesday
that it would remove Syria
from its blacklist of coun-
tries it accuses of support-
ing terrorism, a designa-
tion it placed on Syria
nearly five decades ago

ERUESTVITNIS R

Asaad al-Shaibani

and which had curbed in-
vestment in the country.

The Syrian Foreign Mi-
nistry called the move “an
important development in
the course of Syrian-Amer-
ican relations”.

The move will be effec-
tive in 45 days unless law-
makers take the unlikely
step of blocking it.

Shoe factory fire kills at least
28 people in southeast China

Reuters
BEIJING

At least 28 people were
killed in a fire at a shoe fac-
tory in southeastern China
on Thursday, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported,
after flames engulfed the
multi-storey building, trap-
ping workers on the
rooftop.

The fire broke out at
around noon local time in
the city of Jinjiang in Fujian
province at footwear ma-
nufacturer Huiteng.

A total of 239 people
were at the factory when
the fire broke out, Xinhua
said. It said 213 were evac-
uated, two of whom died
after being taken to hospi-
tal for treatment. Another
26 people previously re-
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Firefighters at the scene of a footwear factory fire in Jiangtou village
in southeastern China’s Fujian province on Thursday. AP

ported missing at the scene
were confirmed dead.
Jinjiang, in the coastal
Fujian province, is a major
footwear and clothing ma-
nufacturing hub and is of-
ten referred to as China’s
“shoe capital”.
Preliminary findings in-
dicate the fire started on
the ground floor of the fac-

tory, a local official told
CCTV. Shoe-making mate-
rials stored in the building
were highly flammable and
could cause a blaze to
spread rapidly, the official
said.

People in charge of the
company and “other rele-
vant personnel” have been
taken into custody.

Sri Lankan universities close and shift to online
classes as dengue cases top 65,000 in the island

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s University of
Colombo has decided to
move some lectures online
amid the persisting dengue
surge on the island, auth-
orities said. The decision
comes after the University
of Moratuwa and the Un-
iversity of the Visual and
Performing Arts tempora-
rily closed their campuses,
as the country confronts
one of its worst outbreaks
of the  vector-borne
disease.

The National Dengue
Control Unit has reported a
total of 65,034 dengue cas-
es this year, with capital
Colombo accounting for
about a fifth of the cases.
As many as 45 dengue-re-

Prevention push: A municipal worker fumigates a residential area
during a dengue prevention campaign in Colombo. AFP

lated deaths have been re-
corded as of Wednesday.
Since May this year, the
University of Colombo has
recorded a total of 71 cases,
cumulatively, among its
students, according to Vice
Chancellor Professor Indi-
ka Mahesh Karunathilake.

“The Faculty of Arts saw
more cases of fever, some
of which could even be vi-
ral or chikungunya. The
students were concerned,
so we decided to shift to
online lessons. The deci-
sion is not entirely to do
with the current spread,

As many as 45
dengue-related
deaths have been
recorded in country

butit is to allow students to
rest and recover. We are
giving other faculties the
option of hybrid lessons,”
he told The Hindu.

As the number of den-
gue cases across the island
rose last month, authori-
ties appointed a military-
led team to monitor the
outbreak, while hospitals
reported overcrowding of
patients. “The tri-forces
and police have helped us
intensify inspection, in-
cluding through drone
cameras, clean up cam-
paigns, fogging operations

and awareness,” a senior
official with the Unit told
The Hindu. “We need to
wait for about two weeks,
considering the incubation
period and life cycle of the
vectors for a realistic as-
sessment. While we are do-
ing our best, the situation
is still challenging,” the offi-
cial said, comparing the
current outbreak to the
one seen in 2017, Sri Lan-
ka’s largest. That year, a to-
tal of 1,86,101 cases were
reported.

Public health officials
have linked the current
outbreak to the debris
from Cyclone Ditwah,
which hit Sri Lanka in De-
cember 2025, claiming ov-
er 600 lives and leaving be-
hind a long path of
destruction.
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BACKING HIS MEN

We are not influenced by anyone,

says FIFA refereeing chief Collina

REUTERS

The FIFA chief refereeing officer Pierluigi Collina has strongly
dismissed allegations of external influence on officiating. “With a
high number of matches played in a short period, it is normal that
some things do not go as expected. Unfounded allegations have no
place. Nobody can question the integrity of the match officials”.

NEW DAWN

Jorge Jesus to take over as the

Portugal coach after its WC exit

REUTERS

Jorge Jesus is set to be appointed Portugal coach after Roberto
Martinez stepped down in the wake of its World Cup exit, according
to sources. The 71-year-old Portuguese will replace Spaniard
Martinez, who left the job after Cristiano Ronaldo’s side slumped to

a 0-1 last-16 defeat to Spain.

BANTER

[ expect you to go out on a rowing

ROAD TO RECOVERY
Henderson undergoes surgery

trip: Haaland on Rooney’s promise

after suffering freak arm injury

A

Norway striker Erling Haaland playfully reminded Wayne Rooney to
honour his promise after the former England captain had joked that
he would row down the River Mersey if Norway eliminated Brazil
from the World Cup. “Rooney, | expect you to go out on a rowing
trip,” Haaland said with a grin on his latest vlog on YouTube.

REUTERS

A
England midfielder Jordan Henderson has undergone surgery on
his broken arm after a freak injury he suffered following the team’s
World Cup last-16 win over Mexico. Henderson was taken to hospital
after having left the field on a stretcher. “Surgery done. Let’s get
ready for the big one on Saturday,” he wrote on social media.

- ¢ L <

No way past: Spain is yet to concede a goal. AFP

Will Belgium find
chinks in Spain’s
ironclad defence?

Agence France-Presse
LOS ANGELES

Belgium will meet Spain in
the World Cup quarterfi-
nals on Friday with the
daunting task of breaching
the European champion’s
watertight defence for the
first time at  the
tournament.

By beating Cristiano Ro-
naldo’s Portugal 1-0 on
Monday, Luis de 1la
Fuente’s side became the
first team in history to re-
cord six consecutive World
Cup clean sheets.

Spain has not shown the
attacking flair of France
but it is playing the careful,
possession-based football
that took it to glory in
South Africa in 2010. The
prodigiously gifted Lamine
Yamal is the team’s most
potent attacker on paper,
but the teenager arrived
while still recovering from
a late-season injury and
has netted just once in five
games. But the brutal truth
is that Spain does not need

Saturday’s match

Belgium
00.30 A.M.
THE DAY AND TIME PERTAIN TO INDIA

to score many goals to win
— it has conceded just six
shots on target in its five
matches so far.

Belgium, captained by
the impressive Youri Tiele-
mans, has had a rollercoas-
ter ride in the knockout
phase thus far.

The ongoing World Cup
is likely the last hurrah for
the remainder of the na-
tion’s so-called ‘Golden
Generation’, including
creative midfielder Kevin
De Bruyne, striker Romelu
Lukaku and goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois.

While they have not
been at their best, they re-
main match-winners.

Football’s old Gods are
being claimed by time

Sport, with its occasional cruelty, has a way of reminding us that permanence was never part of

the bargain; this World Cup has exposed the mortality of men who once seemed immune to it

FIFA WORLD CUP

Ayon Sengupta
BOSTON

here is a particular
T kind of grief in
sport that has little

to do with defeat. It arrives
not when a team loses, but
when time finally catches
up with the players who
once seemed beyond its
reach.

This World Cup has felt
full of those moments. Lu-
ka Modric leaving with
Croatia gone. Cristiano Ro-
naldo, who for so long bent
matches to his will, walk-
ing away from another
one. Manuel Neuer, for
years football’s last great il-
lusionist in goal, no longer
carrying the same aura of
permanence.

These were not just elite
footballers; they were part
of the architecture of the
sport.

Every major tourna-
ment had them somewh-
ere in the frame. Modric
gliding through the mid-
field with that strange com-
bination of delicacy and
defiance, Ronaldo sum-
moning goals and drama
with the force of habit,
Neuer redrawing what a
sweeper-goalkeeper could
be.

Their brilliance

Fading away: Veterans Modric, Ronaldo and Neuer did not have the happy ending they would have

hoped for at the start of the tournament. AFP & GETTY IMAGES

stretched across so many
summers that it began to
feel normal. But sport,
with its occasional cruelty,
has a way of reminding us
that permanence was nev-
er part of the bargain. This
World Cup has exposed
the mortality of men who
once seemed immune to it.

The legs do not always
obey. The recovery takes a
little longer. The moments
still come, but not always
on command. The body,
eventually, begins to nego-
tiate with the mind. And
so, one by one, the stars
who seemed to live outside

time have begun to look
mere mortals.

Perhaps that is why Lio-
nel Messi’s presence feels
so affecting. He is still here,
still resisting and still play-
ing as if he has found a
private loophole in the
laws of ageing.

Around him, Argentina
carries the urgency of men
who know exactly what
this moment means.

It recalls, in its own way,
those late-career years of
Sachin Tendulkar, when
Indian cricket seemed to
understand that every in-
nings, every tour, every

knock might be one of the
last chances to honour a fi-
gure who had towered ov-
er its imagination for a gen-
eration.

Then came Roger Feder-
er, making tennis look too
graceful to be real; Rafael
Nadal with his fury, faith
and wounded endurance;
Novak Djokovic, the last
great disruptor who has al-
so now reached the stage
where each tournament is
shadowed by the thought
of how many more are left.

And now football’s old
Gods, too, are Dbeing
claimed by time.

Costly miss: Brazil paid dearly for Guimaraes’ stop-start spot-kick

-«

that was saved by Norway’s Nyland. Ap

Stutter-step penalty
style can make the
best look cool or silly

Associated Press
NEW YORK

It is theatrical. It can be
maddening. It makes the
world’s top players look
cool — or silly.

The stutter-step penalty
has been a feature of this
World Cup, with the lead-
ing adopters of the tech-
nique being superstars Lio-
nel Messi, Kylian Mbappe,
Cristiano Ronaldo, Harry
Kane and Neymar.

It has had varying levels
of success. It has sent
France through to the
quarterfinals and contri-
buted to Brazil’s exit. Messi
did not even hit the target
when he tried one.

The stutter-step penalty
— where a player feints, so-
metimes repeatedly and al-
most to the point of stop-
ping, keeping his eyes on
the goalkeeper during the
run-up to the ball — is be-
lieved to have been
spawned in Brazil in the

late 1950s and early 1960s.

Nicknamed the ‘para-
dinha’, it was made famous
by Pele. The main idea is to
befuddle goalkeepers so
that they commit early and
offer an easy path for a
shot into the net. Experts
say that the technique is
“sophisticated” but risky.

“It is hard to perform
when the pressure is truly
on,” feels Geir Jordet, pro-
fessor at the Norwegian
School of Sport Sciences.

There will always be tra-
ditionalists in the head-
down-and-hit-it-hard
camp. There was also a
hop-skip routine, used not-
ably by Bruno Fernandes
and Jorginho. Nowadays,
most penalty-takers have
the stutter-step technique
in their armoury, even if
they don’t use it.

But goalkeepers are get-
ting wiser with time, not
committing early and be-
coming “creative, deliber-
ate and volatile”.

Muchova, Noskova set up all-Czechia finale

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

If you are an on-court artist
in tennis, Wimbledon is
your greatest canvas.

On Thursday, Karolina
Muchova painted her best
portrait yet by beating se-
venth seed Coco Gauff 6-2,
1-6, 7-6 [12-10] and entering
her maiden singles final at
the All England Club.

A first appearance in the
summit clash is coming
rather late for the 29-year-
old from Czechia. A French
Open finalist in 2023, a
two-time US Open (2023
and 2024) and a one-time
Australian Open (2021)
semifinalist, Wimbledon
was an anomaly.

In fact, she had exited in
the first round in each of
the last four editions. But
that dismal record now
stands emphatically cor-
rected, as the tenth seed
battled past a spirited
Gauff, even saving a match-
point in the nerve-wrack-
ing deciding set tie-break.

On Saturday, Muchova
will take on compatriot
Linda Noskova, who over-
came Ukraine’s Marta Kos-
tyuk 6-4, 6-4. It will be a
first women’s singles final
at SW19 between compa-
triots since Serena Wil-
liams met sister Venus in
20009.

CM
K

Dream run: Muchova prevailed in a high-quality contest to reach her maiden Wimbledon final. AFp

Muchova played a rela-
tively clean first set, with
her stylish and soothing
tennis the ideal balm to
many a burning eye in the
furnace-like Centre Court.

For the second stanza,
Gauff brought her own ex-
otic brush and started
painting a picture which
was aesthetically a notch
lower  but firstrate
nonetheless.

Third set was where
their top levels matched.
The quality amplified, like
it happens with two pair-
ing frequencies at reso-

nance. At 4-4, Muchova
erased two break-point op-
portunities. At 5-5, she
went 0-30 down, but wrig-
gled out by executing an
advancing forehand, an in-
side-out winner and anoth-
er unreturnable from the
backhand wing.

Gauff was largely clini-
cal on her serve and exhi-
bited incisive fore-court
play as the contest slipped
into an inevitable super
tie-break.

Once there, Muchova
went 6-3 up by combining
a dipping pass, low volley,

service-winner down the
“T’, Boris Becker-style div-
ing drop-volley and an ace.

Gauff clawed her way
back to 6-6, with her res-
ponse highlighted by two

excellent forehand
winners.
At 8-8, Muchova was put

off by a time-violation
warning for a late serve
and ended up committing
an unforced error.

On the ensuing match-
point, Gauff drilled a po-
werful serve that Muchova
could only block, but in-
stead of slapping the ball

away, the American at-
tempted an indecisive
drop and dumped it into
the net.

A beautiful lob earned
Muchova her first match-
point but Gauff snatched it
away with a looping cross-
court pass. The Czech,
who seemed slightly both-
ered by hip issue, regained
her focus and unleashed a
superb forehand winner. A
contest-ending two-fisted
backhand soon followed.

In boys’ singles, India’s
Arnav Vijay Paparkar lost
to United States’ Jordan
Lee 2-6, 57 in the quarterfi-
nals. But the 18-year-old,
for whom this is the first
year at Slams and also the
last year in juniors, was ov-
erall satisfied.

“I am happy with the ex-
perience,” he told The Hin-
du. “Ilost in the first round
in Australia, then made the
third round at French
[Open] and now the quar-
ters here.

“I will soon be full time
on the professional circuit
and I hope to get into the
top-1000 in six months,”
added the Pune lad, who is
currently ranked No. 1645.

Other result:

Girls’ doubles (quarterfinal):
Victoria Barros & Nauhany Leme
Da Silva (Bra) bt Maaya
Rajeshwaran & Thea Frodin (USA)
3-6,6-4,[10-6].

Brook and

Press Trust of India
BRISTOL

India’s winless run was ex-
tended to six matches on
Thursday after England
skipper Harry Brook and
Phil Salt powered the host
to a nine-wicket win in the
fourth T20I here. The vic-
tory, which was achieved
with 37 balls to spare,
helped England take an un-
assailable 3-0 lead in the
five-match series.

Chasing a modest 159,
England suffered an early
jolt when left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh dismissed
Jos Buttler in the third over.
But, Brook (79 n.o., 35b,
8x4, 4x6) and Salt (59 n.o.,
42b, 9x4, 1x6) sent the In-
dian bowlers on a leather
hunt during their unbro-
ken second-wicket part-
nership of 146 off 70 balls.

Earlier, Shreyas ap-
peared to be batting on a
different surface as he
came up with a superb
knock (80 not out, 49b,
4x4, 5x6) to steer his side
to 158 for seven.

Shreyas, who struck five
sixes and four boundaries,
held the innings together
even as wickets tumbled
around him. The other In-
dian batters paid the price

| Salt on song as
England seals series win

All guns blazing: Salt and Brook sent the Indian bowlers on a
leather hunt during their match-winning partnership. REUTERS

for being too aggressive on
a bouncy wicket.

The captain added 53
with Shivam Dube (22), but
with wickets falling regu-
larly, Shreyas was forced to
assume the role of sheet-
anchor. He cut loose in the
18th over, smashing leg-
spinner Adil Rashid for two
sixes and a four as 20 came
off it. That over, however,
proved to be an exception
as the England bowlers ex-
ecuted their plans
superbly.

Sam Curran conceded
just four in the penultimate
over while Jofra Archer
(two for 20) finished the in-

nings with a tight final over
in which two wickets fell,
including the run out of
Axar Patel.

The extra bounce again
took a toll on the Indian
top-order as Archer re-
moved Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi (15) for the second time
in as many innings before
new-ball partner Josh Ton-
gue (two for 36) dismissed
Ishan Kishan (4) within the
PowerPlay.

The scores: India 158/7 in 20
overs (Shreyas 80 n.o., Archer
2/20, Tongue 2/36) lost to
England 159/1in 13.5 overs (Salt
59 n.o., Brook 79 n.o.). Toss:
India.
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Pogacar reclaims yellow

jersey with stage six win

Reigning champion Tadej Pogacar stamped his
authority on the Tour de France on Thursday,
winning the mountainous sixth stage and
reclaiming the race leader’s yellow jersey.
Pogacar now leads by more than two-and-a-half
minutes from his main rival Jonas Vingegaard.

India clinches five medals at

Asian U-23 athletics

India clinched five medals, including the mixed
4x400m relay gold, to begin its Asian U-23
athletics championships campaign on a strong
note here on Thursday. The quartet of Astik
Pradhan, Sandra Mol Sabu, Sethu Mishra and
Shravani Sachin Sangle clocked 3m18.64s to take
the top spot. Bhartpreet Singh opened India’s
account with the men’s discus throw bronze with
an effort of 52.91m. Indians finished 2-3 in the
men’s 5000m race final with Shivaji Parashuram
Madappagoudra taking silver in 14:08.19 and
Vinod Singh claiming bronze with 14:23.67.
Prachi Devkar also won bronze, in the women’s
3000m steeplechase, clocking 10:32.69s.

LIVE TELECAST

v

England Women vs India Women: One-off Test, Day One,

Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 3.30 p.m.

Wimbledon: Star Sports 1, 2, SS Select 1, 2 & JioHotstar, 5.30

p.m.

FIFA World Cup: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 12.30 a.m. (Sa-

turday).

Battle-hardened Djokovic and Sinner
all set for an intriguing showdown

A lot could depend on how well the Serb recovers after a marathon effort in the previous round; Zverev and Fery are in uncharted territory

WIMBLEDON

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

f a tournament’s final
lfour has the top two

seeds, its greatest ac-
tive champion and a local
hero, it’s like drawing a
royal flush in poker. With
the best cards in hand, the
event is always going to be
a winner.

Wimbledon 2026 will
have a chance to expe-
rience this on Friday. Jan-
nik Sinner, the top seed
and defending champion,
will take on Novak Djokov-
ic, a 24-time Major winner
and seven-time titlist at
SW19. In the other encoun-
ter, second seed and reign-
ing Roland-Garros trophy-
holder Alexander Zverev
will meet British wildcard
Arthur Fery.

The contrast

There is both familiarity
and novelty. Sinner and
Djokovic have sparred 11
times overall, with the Ita-
lian ahead 6-5. Zverev and
Fery are first-time Wimble-
don semifinalists and have
no history of facing each
other.

The Sinner-Djokovic fix-
ture will be more intrigu-
ing, primarily because the
gap between them appears

Match-ups: Sinner has a marginally better head-to-head record against Djokovic while Zverev and surprise semifinalist Fery will meet for the
first time as the two strive to move a step closer to a maiden success at The Championships. AP & REUTERS

to have shrunk a little. Sin-
ner, who thrashed Djokov-
ic 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 here in 2025,
is not the player who went
on an awe-inspiring 29-
match winning run earlier
this year.

At the French Open, he
was troubled by the heat
and lost early; over the
past 10 days here, he has
not been at his clinical
best.

Djokovic beat Sinner ov-

er five pulsating sets in the
Australian Open semifinal
in January, snapping a run
of five defeats to the Ita-
lian. But much will depend
on the 39-year-old’s recov-
ery after the five-hour, 15-

minute marathon versus
Felix Auger-Aliassime. Two
days’ rest would have
helped, and so will the ad-
ditional time on Friday, for
Djokovic’s will be the se-
cond match.

Back in Australia, the
Serb was aided by Jakub
Mensik’s withdrawal
(fourth round) and Loren-
70 Musetti’s mid-match re-
tirement (quarters). Sin-
ner, however, remains
wary. “Even when I had
the [winning] streak, every
match with Novak had its
own story,” Sinner said.

“Especially on grass, if
you have a bad serving day
or if you are not feeling the
ball well, it’s going to be
tough. He has won this
tournament so many times
and he knows exactly how
to approach it.”

Zverev and Fery will be
short on that foreknow-
ledge, but the German, by
virtue of being more pedi-
greed, should fancy him-
self.

On a high

This will be his 12th Slam
semifinal, and after suc-
ceeding in Paris, his confi-
dence will be sky-high.

On the other hand, 23-
year-old Fery was ranked
No. 114 coming into Wim-
bledon and had only won
two Major contests all ca-
reer. He will be pumped up
nonetheless, more so after
the straight-sets demoli-
tion of Flavio Cobolli and
the five-set victory over
Grigor Dimitrov. Will there
be another chapter in the
fairytale?

‘Made in Africa can be the

continent’s success mantra

FIFA WORLD CUP

S. Shrivathsan

Spain, France and Belgi-
um. To the wider football
community, these are the
three other active teams in
the World Cup bracket that
Morocco finds itself in (as
on Thursday). But for
those associated with the
‘beautiful game’ in the Afri-
can nation, these are lands
which produced and pol-
ished some of the gems
who have sparkled at the
global spectacle.

It would not be an exag-
geration to say that the
2022 WC semifinalist has
hugely benefited from the
strong presence of heritage
players - as many as 19
members in the final 26-
man squad were born out-
side the country.

Fascinatingly, there was
a period against Brazil
when the Atlas Lions field-
ed an XI with no Morocco-
born footballers.
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Exception: While Morocco has benefited from the presence of
heritage players like Hakimi, other African nations have struggled at
the global level despite their recruitment drive. GETTY IMAGES

Morocco is not the only
African nation relying on
origin players. Algeria, DR
Congo, Senegal, Ivory
Coast and Cape Verde -
some of the other sides
from that continent which
made it to the knockouts -
have had a lot of European
flavour. In a few cases, the
teams pull out all stops to
bring someone ‘home’.

For instance, centre-

back Pico Lopes, one of
Cape Verde’s superheroes
in its debut WC run, was
roped in via a ‘recruitment
drive’ on LinkedIn.

But in the grand scheme
of things, the acquisition of
heritage players has not
led to spectacular success
at the global level, with Mo-
rocco being an exception.

While the National fed-
erations have every right to

coax players who satisfy
the FIFA eligibility criteria,
they must develop their
respective football struc-
tures to expand the pool of
home-grown talent. It
should not be forgotten
that the majority of the ori-
gin footballers learnt the
tricks of their trade in Eu-
ropean academies.

In areas where people’s
hearts beat for football,
wisely investing more
time, effort and money is
not a strenuous task.

When a solid ground-
work is laid, the African na-
tions can call the shots in
the following instances -
when heritage players view
them as an easier route to
international football and
when they choose them
only after being over-
looked by their country of
birth.

Morocco is currently the
standard-bearer for Afri-
can football. For others to
challenge it, ‘Made in Afri-
ca’ may not be a bad op-
tion.

Abhinandh and Szocs fire Dempo
Goa to big win over UMumba

UTT

K. Keerthivasan
PANAJI

Fired by 18-year-old P.B.
Abhinandh’s blazing start,
Dempo Goa Challengers
thumped defending cham-
pion U Mumba TT 10-5 on
the opening day of the Ulti-
mate Table Tennis at the
Shyama Prasad Indoor Sta-
dium here on Thursday.

Abhinandh, ranked 210
in the world, produced an
outstanding display of ag-
gressive table tennis, com-
bining precision with some
quick serves to dismantle
Lilian Bardet 11-6, 11-2, 11-3
and hand the host a rous-
ing start.

The teenager, ranked 11
in the junior-19 interna-
tional circuit, was firing on
all cylinders from the out-
set, attacking at every op-
portunity— on the receive,
off his own serve and dur-
ing rallies — to keep the
World No.42 Frenchman

Strong start: Abhinandh combined precision with some quick
serves to dismantle Bardet. BUTTERFLY UTT

under constant pressure.

Bardet struggled to read
Abhinandh’s deceptively
quick serves as the Indian
raced to early leads in all
three games.

Whenever Bardet threa-
tened to take the offensive
route, Abhinandh res-
ponded with rock-solid de-
fence before seamlessly
switching back to attack.

The costliest pick at the

auction, Goa’s Bernadette
Szocs justified her price tag
with a clinical 11-7, 11-9, 11-7
victory over Nithyashree
Mani.

Dictating play

The World No. 25 pro-
duced a near error-free dis-
play, dictating play from
the start and rarely allow-
ing her opponent a footh-
old into the match.

The 23-year-old Indian
appeared a touch stiff in
the opening game. Her fo-
rehand lacked its usual pe-
netration, while her back-
hand failed to add any
sting to the rallies, allowing
Szocs to seize the initiative

and stay in complete
control.
Having won the opening

two matches to build a
commanding 6-0 points
lead, Goa entered the cru-
cial mixed doubles tie
brimming with confi-
dence.

Abhinandh and Szocs
went on to defeat Manush
Shah and Anna Hursey 11-7,
7-11, 11-6 to virtually seal the
contest in Goa’s favour.

The results: Dempo Goa
Challengers bt U Mumba TT
10-5 (P. B. Abhinandh bt Lilian
Bardet 11-6, 11-2, 11-3;
Bernadette Szocs bt Nithyashree
Mani 11-7, 11-9; Abhinandh &
Szocs bt Manush Shah & Anna
Hursey 11-7, 7-11, 11-6; Alvaro
Robles lost to Manush 10-11,
8-11, 4-11; Syndrela Das lost to
Hursey 9-11, 11-9, 7-11).

India assured of
eight medals

BOXING

Press Trust of India
JAKARTA

Indian women boxers con-
tinued their impressive run
at the Asian U-19 and U-23
boxing  championships
with six pugilists advanc-
ing to the semifinals to as-
sure themselves of medals
on day 5 of the tournament
here on Thursday.

India is now assured of
eight medals in the U-19
women’s competition.

Chandrika Bhoresh Pu-
jari (51kg) delivered a do-
minant 5:0 victory over Ka-
zakhstan’s Zhadyra Kaltay,
while Joyshree Devi (54kg)
registered a convincing 5:0

CM
K

win against Kazakhstan’s
Maral Tolepbergen.

Prachi (57kg) continued
her fine form with a clini-
cal 5:0 win over Uzbekis-
tan’s Robiya Ravshanova,
while Chahat (60kg) se-
cured a comprehensive 5:0
victory against Kazakh-
stan’s Zhasmin Abramyan.

The results (quarterfinals):
U-19: Women: 48kg: Gunjan bt
Altanzul Altangadas (Mgl) 3:2.
51kg: Chandrika Bhoresh Pujari
bt Zhadyra Kaltay (Kaz) 5:0.
54kg: Joyshree Devi bt Maral
Tolepbergen (Kaz) 5:0. 57kg:
Prachi bt Robiya Ravshanova
(Uzb) 5:0. 60kg: Chahat bt
Zhasmin Abramyan (Kaz) 5:0.
65kg: Rushanabonu Isoeva (Uzb)
bt Vanshika (RSC first round).
70kg: Maftuna Yangieva (Uzb) bt
Lakshu 5:0. 75kg: Anshika bt
Altyngul Aimukhan (Kaz) 4:1.

Mexico names
Marquez as
new coach

Agence France-Presse
MEXICO CITY

Former Mexico and Barce-
lona defender Rafael Mar-
quez was named the coun-
try’s new head coach on
Wednesday after Javier
Aguirre stepped down fol-
lowing the co-host’s elimi-
nation from the World
Cup.

Marquez, who made 147
appearances for his coun-
try, will have the task of en-
suring the “continuity of
the project” started by 67-
year-old Aguirre, the Mexi-
can football federation
said. The 47-year-old
gained coaching expe-
rience by taking charge of
Barcelona’s reserve team.

Disappointing day for
Indian recurve archers

Sports Bureau

Indian recurve archers had
a disappointing day as the
country’s men and women
teams lost their respective
quarterfinal matches to the
USA at the Archery World
Cup Stage-4 in Madrid on
Thursday. The men’s team
suffered a 0-6 defeat, while
the women’s side lost 2-6.

B. Dhiraj scored his sea-
son best performance (691)
to finish second in the indi-
vidual qualification round
on Wednesday.

The results: Recurve:
Qualification: Men: B. Dhiraj
(2nd, 691), Neeraj Chauhan (8th,
677), Atanu Das (26th, 668),
Yashdeep Bhoge (54th, 658).
Women: Kirti (4th, 668), Kumkum
Mohod (14th, 654), Ankita Bhakat

(15th, 654), Deepika Kumari (16th,
654). Team: India Men (2nd,
2036), Women (3rd, 1976), Mixed
(2nd, 1359).

Elimination: Individual: Men:
Bhoge lost to Willem Bakker (Ned)
4-6 (1st round); Atanu bt Archie
Bromley (Gbr) 6-0 (1st, round), bt
Christian Stoddard (USA) 6-4 (2nd,
round). Women: Deepika got a
bye (1st round), lost to Karina
Kozlowska (Pol) 5-6 (shoot-off:
9-10) (2nd round); Kumkum got a
bye (1st, round), bt Kristine
Andersen (Den) 6-2 (2nd, round);
Ankita got a bye (1st, round), bt
Huang Yuwei (Chn) 7-1 (2nd,
round).

Team: Men: India (B. Dhiraj,
Neeraj Chauhan, Yashdeep Bhoge)
got a bye (1st, round), bt Slovenia
6-2 (2nd, round), lost to USA 0-6
(QF). Women: India (Kirti,
Kumkum Mohod, Ankita Bhakat)
got a bye (1st, round), bt Italy 6-2
(2nd, round), lost to USA 2-6 (QF).

NEW DELHI ROUND-UP

Yogya and Rakshit
emerge the winners

Yogya Bhalla and Rakshit
Dahiya won the girls and
boys’ championships
respectively in the 16th
Usha-DGC junior /
sub-junior golf
tournament, which
concluded at the Delhi
Golf Club on Thursday.
Despite rain playing
spoilsport, the event saw
the participation of over
162 young golfers, aged
between seven and 21, on
the Lodhi and Peacock
courses.

The winners: Boys:
Championship: Rakshit Dahiya;
Category Spl. A: Rakshit Dahiya;
A: Anas Khan; B: Sakshit
Pureander; C: Shan Alvi; D:
Lakshit Deswal. Girls:
Championship: Yogya Bhalla;
Spl. A: Jia Kataria; A: Yogya
Bhalla; B: Anushka Gupta; C:

Aradhya Rawat; D: Arya Ganguly.

Mother’s International,
Mount Carmel progress
In challenging conditions
at the Dr. Ambedkar
Stadium amid persistent
rain in the national capital
on Thursday, Mother’s
International School,
Mount Carmel School,
G.D. Goenka School,
Bharti Public School and
Vinay Nagar Bangali
Senior Secondary School
progressed to the next
round in the boys’
category of the Oriental
Cup.

Mother’s International
School and Bharti Public
School also advanced in
the girls’ section.

The results: Boys: Mother’s
International bt Government
Co-Education SSS (Dwarka) 2-0;
Bharti PS bt Amity IS, Noida by

walkover; Mount Carmel
(Dwarka) bt Amity IS (Saket) 2-0;
G.D. Goenka (Dwarka) bt
Kendriya Vidyalaya (R.K. Puram)
2(5)-2(3) on penalties; Vinay
Nagar Bangali SSS bt DPS
(Mathura Road) by walkover.
Girls: Mother’s IS bt Government
Co-Education SSS 2-0, Bharti PS
bt Amity International (Noida) by
walkover.

Swimmer Kavyanjali
shines

Swimmer Kavyanjali
Tokas, a student of Delhi
Public School (R.K.
Puram), delivered a
superb performance at the
all-India IPSC under-14
girls’ aquatics
championships by
winning three gold medals
and one bronze.

She clinched gold in the
50m butterfly, 100m
butterfly and 200m
butterfly events.

A ND-NDE



Friday, July 10, 2026
DELHI

THE HINDU

Sport

19

Creative spark: Odegaard delivered an assist in each of his first three World Cup matches. GETTY IMAGES

O Captain! My Captain! —
Odegaard steers the ship
nobody saw coming

The midfielder has been as instrumental as Haaland in Norway’s run to

its maiden quarterfinal; next up for him is a tough test against England

FIFA WORLD CUP

R.K. Arjun

hile Erling Haa-
WIand has right-
fully dominat-

ed the headlines with
seven goals, the man pull-
ing the strings in Norway’s
fairytale World Cup run
has operated largely in his
teammate’s shadow.
Captain Martin Ode-
gaard has been just as in-
strumental to Norway’s
first-ever quarterfinal qual-
ification. The midfielder
provided an assist in each
of his first three WC appea-
rances — against Iraqg, Se-
negal, and Ivory Coast. He
became only the third

player — after Igor Belanov
(1986) and Michael Ballack
(2002) — to have an assist
under his name in his
opening three matches.
The 27-year-old mar-
shalled his troops in the
last-16 clash, dictating
terms against Brazil as his
side dominated possession
(66%). Against the Selecao,
he completed 101 passes
with an accuracy of 93%,
created a chance, regis-
tered two shots, won two
ground duels and had the
joint-most touches in the
opposition box as Norway
produced one of the great
World Cup upsets.
Operating as the play-
maker in Stale Solbakken’s
4-3-3 set-up, the Arsenal
man has become the hub

through which most of
Norway’s attacking play
flows. He drops deep to
collect the ball, drives the
team forward, and consis-
tently finds Haaland and
Antonio Nusa in dangerous
pockets.

It’s arole that rarely pro-
duces the eye-catching
numbers which strikers get
credit for. Still, the under-
lying data tells its own sto-
ry: only a few midfielders
at this World Cup have
combined creative output
with defensive work rate as
consistently as Norway’s
‘leader’. As Norway pre-
pares to face England,
Odegaard’s ability to dic-
tate the flow may decide
how far Norway’s ‘golden
generation’ can go.

Former India captain accuses HI secretary of
threats and intimidation for asking questions

HOCKEY

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Former India captain and
Asian Games medallist
Asunta Lakra has accused
Hockey India secretary-
general Bholanath Singh of
threatening and intimidat-
ing her for questioning
wrongdoings in Jharkhand.

Asunta, who is also cur-
rently a Hockey India se-

lector and member of sev-
eral HI internal
committees, has claimed
that Bholanath Singh, who
is also the president of
Hockey Jharkhand, had
not only misbehaved with
her but also warned her to
not step out of line or face
the consequences.

Alleging that the trigger
was her complaint against
coach Sudhir Golla for sex-
ually exploiting female
players, Asunta detailed
her experience.

“My father had a serious
accident two months ago
and is unwell even now. On
May 9, I got a call from
Bholanath Singh. His exact
words were ‘Apni aukat me
raho, aukat me reh ke baat
karo. Warna hame aata
hai aukat batana’. To be
honest, I was rattled by his
threats and given my fami-
ly situation, I am both dis-
turbed and scared about
what might happen,” the
former midfielder told The
Hindu.

Asunta also alleged that
Golla, who was removed as
coach by the state sports
department following
complaints, continues to
be present at Hockey Jhark-
hand office claiming he
hasn’t received any sus-
pension letter.

“Hockey Jharkhand offi-
cials have been constantly
trying to discredit and
threaten me. The incident
happened during HIL but
the girl in question has
been influenced to file a

complaint against me in-
stead. Golla, who is not
even from Jharkhand, con-
tinues stay at secretary’s
house and has been going
around warning everyone
that he was not going
anywhere.

Bholanath, however,
dismissed all allegations.
“Nothing of that sort has
happened, I have no idea
why she is saying all this.
But I completely deny all of
it,” he said when contact-
ed.

As long as I like the grind, I will continue
to compete, says Duplantis

ATHLETICS

Agence France-Presse
MONACO

Serial World record setter
Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplan-
tis has spent countless
hours batting away ques-
tions about how he stays
motivated in the men’s
pole vault.

The US-born Swede set
his 15th pole vault world re-
cord in March, clearing
6.31m in Sweden, and is
one of the star attractions
in whatever meeting he ap-
pears. The two-time Olym-
pic champion and triple
world gold medallist will
compete in Monaco’s Dia-
mond League on Friday on
the back of victory with
6.13m in Paris and a rare
defeat on home cinder in
Stockholm.

Since first breaking the
world record in Torun six
years ago, Duplantis has

Motivated: The fire to excel still burns for the peerless vaulter. REUTERS

single-handedly raised the
bar, a demonstration of a
stunning consistency that
has seen him clear the
6.00m barrier for nine
straight seasons.

“Time has already gone

really, really quickly,” Du-
plantis, who made his Dia-
mond League debut in
2017, said on Thursday.
“I’ve actually been jump-
ing for a long time especial-
ly at this level. It’s pretty

hard to comprehend.”
While courtesy and po-
liteness are often rolled by
the 26-year-old out in
answer to questions about
whether he still had the de-
sire to compete in one of

the most techically de-
manding events of track
and field, Duplantis did not

mince his words in
Monaco.
“I'want to be as good as I

can for as long as I think it’s
fun to compete at this le-
vel,” he said. “As long as I
like it and as long as I like
the grind of everything,
then I imagine that I'll con-
tinue to compete to jump.

“As far as right now I feel
like there’s a lot of hunger
and motivation still in the
tank, so I think I'm going to
be going for a while.

“This first nine years
went scarily fast, like too
fast. I'm trying to soak it all
up and enjoy it because it’s
really insane how fast eve-
rything goes.”

The blip in Stockholm —
his first defeat in three
years — came shortly after
his wedding, but it was a
result Duplantis insisted
had made him “more mo-
tivated and more hungry”.

RNMENT OF TELANGANA
NT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY

Email: dmg-eauction-mines@telangana.gov.in

Ref: 3913716/MI/MMB/Phase-VI1/2026 Date: July 10, 2026
Notice Inviting Tender

‘Invitation of bids for grant of Quarry Lease for Minor Mineral blocks’
The Department of Mines and Geology, Government of Telangana, invites bids for
the grant of quarry leases for 24 minor mineral blocks through electronic auction
under Rule 12 of the Telangana Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1966, as notified
pursuant to Section 15 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957. Out of the 24 minor mineral blocks, 03 blocks are being auctioned with
pre-embedded statutory clearances. The minerals proposed for grant include
Building Stone, Colour Granite, Black Granite, Laterite, Gravel, Rough Stone, Road
Metal, Stone and Metal.
Interested bidders may obtain the Tender Document containing eligibility criteria,
auction schedule, reserve price, bidding parameters, terms and conditions, and
other details from the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited at:
(https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/mmb/tgmmb/index.jsp).
Mineral Block Summaries and the model tender document are available free of
cost on the portal. Block-specific Tender Documents are available for purchase on
the portal. Interested bidders may register themselves on the website to  obtain
login credentials required for submission of bids and participation in the e-auction
process.
The date for commencement of Sale of Tender Document is Monday, 13 July, 2026.
The last date for purchase of the Tender Document is Wednesday, 29 July, 2026,
on or before 17:00 hours (IST) and the last date for submission of bids is Monday,
3 August, 2026, on or before 17:00 hours (IST).

Sd/-
Director of Mines & Geology(FAC).
DIPR R.0.N0.296-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/2026-27 Dt:09-07-2026
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. BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Vijayanagar Division, West Zone-2, 1st Floor, Shasakara Bhavan, 3rd Main,
Vijayanagar, Bengaluru-560040, Mobile; 9480688282 E-mail: vijayanagardivision@gmail.com

No:EE(VJN)/TEND/KPPP/07/2026-27 Date: 08.07.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
(Tender Notification) (Through GOK KPPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Vijayanagar Division, BWCC invites standard tender documents KW-4 on behalf of the
Commissioner, BWCC, Bengaluru from eligible Tenderers registered in GBA or equivalent registration with
PWD/CPWD or any state Governmental Organization for the execution of works detailed in the table below. The
tenderers may submit tenders for works given in the table through KPPP portal of the Government of Karnataka
(viz https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

Sl. Name of the Work/Estimate Cost in Lakhs/Amount Put to tender

No. Rs. in Lakhs/ Period of Completion/EMD amount in Rs.

Additional development and Revitalisation works of Vijayanagar Cultural Boulevard & Footpath
Development Works in Ward 85- Adichunangiri, 84-Hosahalli, 83-Hampinagara and 91 Gaali anjaneya &
Compound Works at KAVIKA Layout PHASE-3 (Package-VJN-01) Annexure-3 (Action Plan No. 78).
Est Cost : Rs.1500.00 Lakhs, Amount Put to Tender : 1185.37 Lakhs, EMD : Rs.15,00,000.00/-
(Rs.1.00 lakh through e-procurement portal & the balance Rs.14,00,000/- shall be in the form of

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
BBMB invites tender (Tender ID- 2026_BBMB_283426_1, dated 09.07.2026)

for Selection of Firm for Issuance of NOC for Removal of Sediments of Seer
Khad (H.P.) Site in Bhakra Dam Reservoir as maintenance activity.

For detailed terms & conditions, please visit CPP portal
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app and BBMB website www.bbmb.gov.in
LRGP e FOR YOUR BETTER TOMORROW SAVE ENERGY TODAY

0 BANGALORE WEST CITY CORPORATION
:', "+ Kengeri Division, RR Nagara Zone BBMP Office Building, CA No-3, 1st Main Road,
. QOuter Ring Road Kommaghatta Road, Kengeri Upanagara, Bangalore-560060

No.EE/KEN/TEND/06/2026-27 Date: 09.07.2026

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT) (Tender Notification)
Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)

The Executive Engineer, Kengeri Division, ZONE-1 invites tenders on behalf
of the Commissioner, BWCC, Bengaluru from eligible Tenderers for the
construction of works detailed in the table below. The Tenderers may
submit tenders for works given in the table through e-procurement portal
of the Government of Karnataka (viz http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). The
Tenderers are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified
in Clause 3 of the Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for award of the
contract. 2.Tender documents may be downloaded from the Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal of the Government of Karnataka Date:
10.07.2026 . 3.Tenders must be submitted online through Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal on or before 16.00 hours on Date:22.07.2026
4. Other details can be seen in the tender document.

Sl Name of the Work/Approximate value of work (Rs in Lakhs)/
No. EMD amount in Rs.

Bank Guarantee / FD). Period of Completion : 11 Months.

Remodeling of Storm Water Drain Works at Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency 1.Storm Water Drain
Cum Steel Bridge, Bend Pipes & Chain Link Fencing at 40 feet Road, K.PAgrahara. 2. Guide Wall & Bed
Improvement at KAVIKA Layout & Under Gaali Anjaneya Bridge 3. Shamanna Garden &
Manjunathanagar Linking Bridge 4. Secondary Drain works at near in Venkateshwara School

&2 BIHAR SCHOC
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Manjunathanagar 5.Storm Water Drain Jacketting Work for V102 Beside Satellite Bus Stand.6. RCC Box
drain at Mango tree park in RPC layout (Package-VJN-04) Annexure-7 (Action Plan No. 23). Est Cost :
Rs.1000.00 Lakhs, Amount Put to Tender : 788.86 Lakhs, EMD : Rs. 11,83,300.00 (Rs.1.00 lakh
through e-procurement portal & the balance Rs. 10,83,300/- shall be in the form of Bank Guarantee /
FD). Period of Completion : 11 Months.

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

(Through e-procurement mode only over https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Tender Notice No. : PR 150/2026

Date and Time for Activity

Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-tenders under
two bid systems from the reputed, experienced Firms /Companies/
Agencies/ Societies having adequate infrastructure and Experience
of "Printing and Supply of Variable/ Non-variable Answer Books
with OMR Cover and OMR Sheets for Intermediate and
Secondary Examination, 2027 (Annual/ Compartmental) & other
Examinations, as per decision of BSEB."

Tender Schedule

Date/Time: Duration

Online Sale/ Download Date of
Tender Documents

From: 11/07/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
to 01/08/2026 (16:00 Hrs.)
(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Pre-Bid Meeting

(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

17/07/2026 at 12:30 Hrs.

TWO COVER SYSTEM, Call-1, Period of Completion : 6 Months

Improvements of Roads and Drains Shivanagara, AKkkipikki
colony and Surrounding areas in ward No.18, Kengal
Hanumanthaiah West. Approximate Value of work : Rs. 120.09
Lakhs, EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-.

Improvements of Roads and Drains Gandhinagara and
Surrounding areas in ward No.18, Kengal Hanumanthaiah
2 | West. Approximate Value of work : Rs. 119.02 Lakhs , EMD :
Rs. 2,00,000/-.

Comprehensive Development of Roads and Drains and other
Improvement works at Pattanagere and Surrounding Area in Ward
3 No-21, Kengeri. Approximate Value of work : Rs. 120.09 Lakhs ,
EMD:Rs. 2,00,000/-.

1) Tender Documents may be downloaded through e-portal from :
10.07.2026 4.00PM. 2) Pre bid meeting : 15.07.2026 @ 3.00PM 0/0
Chief Engineer, Ideal Homes, Rajarajeswari Nagar Zone, Blore-98. 3) Last
date & Time for receipt of Tenders : 22.07.2026 Upto 4.00PM. 4) Opening
of Bids : 23.07.2026 Upto 4.30PM. 5) Validity of Tenders : 6 Months after
the dead line date for Tender submission. 6) Bid Validity : 90days

Sd/- Executive Engineer Kengeri division, BWCC, Zone-1

it »

Last Date/ Time for Submission/
uploading of Online Bid

01/08/2026 up to 16:00 Hrs.
(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Last Date and Time for
submission of EMD in Hard
Copy/Original

(Only in case of BG)

03/08/2026 at 13:00 Hrs.

Date & Time for Opening of
Technical Bid

03/08/2026 at 15:00 Hrs
(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

Date & Time for Opening of
Financial Bid

Date to be announced later by
Competent Authority.

Cost of the Tender Document

%5,900/- (Five Thousand Nine
Hundred Rupees Only)
(Non-Refundable)

Tender Processing Fee

%5,900/- (Five Thousand Nine
Hundred Rupees Only)
(Non-Refundable)

Earnest Money

%5,00,000/- (Five Lakh
Rupees only) (Refundable)

*  Contact Details: Nodal Officer, Mobile No.: +91 62999 23095,
E-Mail ID: eproc-bseb-bih@gov.in/ eproc.bseb@gmail.com

* Note: Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to accept/
cancel/ reschedule tenders without assigning any reasons. Prospective
bidders are advised to regularly visit https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in.
Corrigendum/ Amendments etc., if any, will be notified on this portal only
and no separate advertisement will be made.

Secretary

New & Existing Parks Developmental Work in Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency (Package-VJN-05)
3 | Annexure-7 (Action Plan No. 28). Est Cost : Rs.1500.00 Lakhs, Amount Put to Tender : 1185.37 Lakhs,
EMD : Rs.15,00,000.00/-(Rs.1.00 lakh through e-procurement portal & the balance Rs.14,00,000/-
shall be in the form of Bank Guarantee / FD). Period of Completion : 11 Months.

Additional works for Ambedkar Bhavana at Avalahalli Ward in Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency
(Package-VJN-06) Annexure-7 (Action Plan No. 30). Est Cost : Rs.1000.00 Lakhs, Amount Put to
4| Tender : 788.86 Lakhs, EMD : Rs. 11,83,300.00 (Rs.1.00 lakh through e-procurement portal & the
balance Rs. 10,83,300/- shall be in the form of Bank Guarantee / FD). Period of Completion : 11
Months.

Additional development works Deepanjalinagar Lake. Phase-2 & Drilling of borewell and installation of
pump & motors in Vijayanagara Assembly Constituency & Additional Works for Amar Javaan Park
development Work, Improvement of Play area at Opp Sky Line Apartment & Ornamental Poles for Street
Lights to WOC Road in Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency and Ground Development Work in
Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency & Additional works for Multipurpose Building opp Hyper Village
Bazar in Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency (Package-VJN-07) Annexure-7 (Action Plan No. 24,27, 29,
31, 33). Est Cost : Rs.1200.00 Lakhs, Amount Put to Tender : 947.40 Lakhs, EMD : Rs.14,21,100.00
(Rs.1.00 lakh through e-procurement portal & the balance Rs.13,21,100/- shall be in the form of
Bank Guarantee / FD). Period of Completion : 11 Months.

Beautification Work of 3 Underpasses & Pedestrian Subway at Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency and
Renovation Work for Smt Pramila Bayi Auditorium at Vijayanagar Ward in Vijayanagar Assembly
Constituency and Additional work for Rangamandira, Commercial Complex, Multipurpose Building at
g|3rd Main Road, Basaveshwara Layout & Kanana Bhavana in Vijayanagar Assembly Constituency
(Package-VJN-08) Annexure-7 (Action Plan No. 25, 26, 32). Est Cost : Rs.1000.00 Lakhs, Amount Put
to Tender : 799.62 Lakhs, EMD : Rs.11,99,430.00 (Rs.1.00 lakh through e-procurement portal & the
balance Rs. 10,99,430/- shall be in the form of Bank Guarantee / FD). Period of Completion : 11
Months.

Time Schedule/Calendar of events :

1. Tender documents may be downloaded from the e-procurement portal : From 10-07-2026. 2. Last date of
submission queries : 16-07-2026 within 3:00 p.m. 3. Pre-Bid Meeting : On 16-07-2026 at 4:00 p.m. 4. Last
Date & Time for receipt of tender : On 18-07-2026 upto 4:00 p.m. 5. Date & Time for Opening of technical bid :
On 20-07-2026 at 11.00 a.m. 6. Date & Time for Opening of Financial bid : 21-07-2026 after 16.00 hrs.
7. Validity of Tender: 180 days

Sd/- Executive Engineer, (Vijayanagar), Zone-2, BWCC
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PUBLIC NOTICE

General Publicis hereby notified my client
is intending to Purchase property bearing
No. 37, Block A-3, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi - 110063 (admeasuring about 250
Sq. Mtrs.) fromiits Registered owner- Sh.
Siddhartha Anand S/o Sh. A.K. Aggarwal
R/o C-82, Bathla Apartments, Plot No. 43,
|.P. Extension, New Delhi - 110092 with all
rights, title, interest & appurtenances.

However, before formal execution of
registered Sale Deed, my client hereby
gives the instant notice to public at large
and calls upon all or either of person(s)
who may have any right, title, interest,
claim, objection etc. of any sort in the
aforesaid property, prejudicial to the
interest of my client, and who have either|
already filed or intend to file any claim,
dispute, petition, appeal or other like
proceedings or had obtained any decree,
award or other award concerning the said
property to submit all their objections &
claims in writing together with supporting
documents/proofs thereof, to the
undersigned within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice failing which
my client shall presume that no adverse
claims or objections concerning the rights
of seller and/or the property in question
exists or if they do exist, they stand
waived hereinafter; and in such event my
client shall proceed to compete the deal
with formal execution of Sale Deed with
aforesaid Sh. SiddharthaAnand.
MANJEET SINGH BHAMRA (Advocate)
OFFICE: Property No. 1, 2nd Floor, Club
Road, Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026

Mobile: 8000580000
E-mail: licitattorneys@gmail.com

Public at large is hereby informed that my clients Sh.
Jasbir Singh Yaspal S/o. Sh. Gunam Singh and
Smt. Baljeet Kaur W/o Sh. Jasbir Singh Yaspal, R/o.
2C/32, 3rd Floor, New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005 disowns and severe all relationships
with their son namely Sh. Amanjyot Singh aged about
29 years presently R/o. 2C/32, 3rd Floor, New Rohtak
Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005 and their
daughter-in-law namely Smt. Anamika Saxena W/o.
Sh. Amanjyot Singh D/o. Sh. Ravindra Kumar Saxena
Rlo. Shastri Nagar, Near Power House, Chandausi,
Distt Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, India and have
disinherited both of them from all their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody dealing with them

shall be dealing at his/her own risk and consequences
and my clients shall not be liable for any acts and
deeds of the aforesaid persons in future i.e. after the

publication of this notice. p<pich Kapoor (Advocate)
R-705, New Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

I, RAJANI Rani, d/o Chander pal,
DOB 01/08/2002, r/o Ambala cantt,
haryana have changed my name to Ra-
jni Rani vide affidavit dated 07/
07/2026 at Ambala

High-Growth Investment Shot, Navin
Hirapur, CSMRDA, Near From Airport
Gut No. 34, Plot No.15. Submit Your
Best Offer: bestofferinvited60lto5cr@
gmail.com, Contact : 9860865845
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Ladies of Lord’s: A montage of the India squad members ahead of the special occasion. @BCCIWOMEN
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England and India set for
battle in historic Test

It will be a quick turnaround for the two outfits seeking to put the disappointment in the T20 WC

behind; onus will be on the visiting team’s batters to come good against a strong bowling unit

INDIA IN ENGLAND

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

eather Knight, her
l—l hands folded,
smiles from a bill-

board at a bus stop in St.
John’s Wood.

You have just seen the
England batter strapping
her pads on on another
billboard during the ride
on London’s famously effi-
cient underground train
services, better known as
the tube.

She is at Lord’s, too.
This billboard is much
bigger.

There’s nothing like
this. All those advertise-
ments say.

Grand stage
There certainly has been
nothing like this at Lord’s
for 239 years. A Women’s
Test.

Women cricketers are

indeed doing what they are
good at. Breaking glass
ceilings.

Only a couple of months
ago, Sarah Taylor was ap-
pointed as the fielding
coach of England’s men’s
team.

One of cricket’s greatest
wicketkeepers, male or fe-
male, she played only 10
Tests though she figured in
126 ODIs and 90 T20Is.
Women get to play so few
Tests, yes.

So the players of both
England and India will be
excited about the historic
Test starting at Lord’s on
Friday. It would also be an
opportunity for  both
teams to push behind
them the disappointments
they had at the T20 World
Cup, which had concluded
last Sunday.

England had lost the fi-
nal to the brilliant Austra-
lians, who, earlier, had
knocked out India with
their win in the last group
game.

The last time the two
teams met in a Test was in
Navi Mumbai in 2023. In-
dia had won that game by
347 runs.

Deepti Sharma had
match figures of nine for
39 and that was after mak-
ing 67 in the first innings.

She could have a key
role to play here, too.

She would be hoping
batters like Smriti Mandha-
na, Shafali Verma, Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur put
enough runs on the board.

It cannot be easy
though, against the En-
gland bowlers, whom you
could see, training, from
the media centre.

At the media box, you
are greeted on the glass
door by several vintage
photographs and drawings
chronicling women’s crick-
et.

On the top-left corner is
a drawing of the first ever
recorded women’s match,
played at Guildford, near

Surrey, between the villag-
es of Bramley and Hamble-
don, in 1745.

In the picture, women,
in long, full-sleeved dress-
es, are in all their full fin-
ery, including decorated
hats. One of them is in
front of the two stumps,
with bat in her hands, and
is waiting for the ball. Her
wait is finally over.

The teams (from):

England: Nat Sciver-Brunt
(Capt.), Tammy Beaumont,
Lauren Bell, Maia Bouchier, Alice
Capsey, Tilly Corteen-Coleman,
Sophie Ecclestone, Lauren Filer,
Amy Jones, Heather Knight,
Emma Lamb, Grace Potts, Ellie
Threlkeld, Mady Villiers, and Issy
Wong.

India: Harmanpreet Kaur (Capt.),
Smriti Mandhana, Shafali Varma,
Yastika Bhatia, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma, Richa
Ghosh, Shree Charani, Nandni
Sharma, Harleen Deol, Sneh
Rana, Renuka Singh, Kranti Gaud,
Sayali Satghare, and Priya Punia.
The one-off Test will be held from
July 10 to 13. The day’s play will
startat 3.30 p.m. IST.

It is a big moment for all of us,

says a grateful Harmanpreet

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

Harmanpreet Kaur has
made it a habit of being
part of historic moments.
She led the Indian women
to a first-ever ODI World
Cup triumph in Navi Mum-
bai last year.

On Friday, she will lead
her team on to the field for
the maiden women’s Test
at Lord’s. “It is a very big
moment for all of us,” the
India skipper said on the
eve of the Test against En-
gland. “As a captain and as
a player, I'm really looking
forward to this opportuni-
ty. As kids, we always
dream about playing Test
matches and playing at
Lord’s is one of those
dreams. All the girls are ve-
ry excited.”

She is glad that a wo-
men’s Test is finally being
played at Lord’s. “Maybe it
is late, but not too late,”
she said. “I am still playing
cricket and therefore get-
ting this opportunity to be
part of a historic match.”

CM
K

Smriti... ready for the test.
@BCCIWOMEN

Harmanpreet is confi-
dent of a good show from
her team. “Our last two
Tests have been very good
for us and we have always
played good cricket against

o

It is a huge honour and
privilege that we will be
walking out at Lord’s. 1
think we are pretty
deserving of being here
and will relish the
opportunity

England,” she said. “We
may not be that used to
playing Tests, but we enjoy
them so much. Even dur-
ing the photoshoot on
Wednesday, everybody
was so excited wearing the
white kit.”

She would love to have
more Tests for women.
Since the last time the In-
dian women toured En-
gland for a Test, in 2021,
they have played only five
more. And a country like
New Zealand, one of the
strongest in women’s crick-
et, doesn’t even play Tests
any longer.

“As cricketers, we defi-
nitely want to be part of
many Test matches,” Har-

e

India’s top seven loves to
bat for a long time and
the value of their wicket
is very important for
them

SCIVER-BRUNT
England skipper

manpreet said. “But I think
that is totally the authori-
ties’ call. I have seen wo-
men’s cricket growing all
these years. I think we are
in the right hands, and
they are the ones to take a
call”.

England skipper Nat
Sciver-Brunt said it was a
privilege to play the Test at
Lord’s.

“It is a huge honour and
a privilege that we will be
walking out there. “It is so-
mething we have hoped
for. It could have hap-
pened in the last three or
four years. I think we are
pretty deserving of being
here and we will relish the
opportunity.”
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R. Kaushik

t’s been a while since India had a
disastrous overseas cricketing
sojourn. A long, long while, come
to think of it.

There was a time even the most
invested and committed supporter of the
Indian team would take the worst for
granted when their heroes embarked on
an away Test tour, especially of Australia
or England or New Zealand (from 2006,
the voodoo of South Africa went away,
though it is the only land where India
haven’t won a series yet). A draw was
viewed as a moral victory, inasmuch as
something like that exists, while a defeat
of any kind was accepted philosophically
and with equanimity.

All that has changed in the last decade
or so. Adding belief and self-confidence to
their kitbag to go with historically
unquestioned immense skills, India have
become a gathering force in overseas
conditions too. They haven’t lost a Test
series in Sri Lanka since 2008, stacked up
consecutive triumphs in Australia (2019
and 2021), held England to a creditable 2-2
draw last summer despite embracing the
exciting and nervy phase of transition,
and have tamed the West Indian lion in its
own den every time since the three-match
series in 2006 when they came away on
the right side of a 1-0 score line.

Apart from establishing themselves as a
formidable Test entity everywhere in the
world, except perhaps in New Zealand
where their only series victory in the last
55 or so years came in 2009, India are a
gun white-ball force. They have been
there and thereabouts in all significant
competitions, are the simultaneous
holders of the 50-over Champions Trophy
and T29 World Cup crowns, and have lost
a mere twice in the last four ICC
limited-overs events between and
including the 2023 50-over World Cup
and the 2026 T20 World Cup.

The excellent run is testament to the
strong systems in place in the country to
identify and nurture talent. While India
may not be as open as Pakistan in
blooding delicately young talent or as Sri
Lanka in placing faith in the unorthodox,
they are slowly shaking off the
conventional straitjacket to which they
often restricted themselves. That’s why
they didn’t think twice about unleashing
Jasprit Bumrah, the extraordinary bowler
with the extraordinary release -- among
other things -- more than a decade back,
or the supremely gifted and precocious
15-year-old from Bihar’s Samastipur,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, less than a week
back.

Sooryavanshi’s international debut was
eagerly awaited from the time he proved
in the summer during IPL 2026 that his
exploits to that point weren’t just a flash
in the pan. A tournament-high 776 runs
that earned him the Orange Cap ahead of
such established names as Virat Kohli and
current Test and ODI skipper Shubman
Gill, as well as last edition’s leading
run-getter B. Sai Sudharsan, meant his
tender age could no longer work against
him. Sooryavanshi didn’t do a great deal
in his first two T20Is in England, scoring
14 in his maiden appearance and backing
it up with 13 in the second, but 24 of those
runs have come through a brace of sixes
in each of the two outings, most certainly
the teasing appetiser before what ought to
be a sumptuous main course.

The clamour for Sooryavanshi’s
inclusion had reached a crescendo
immediately after Ajit Agarkar’s selection
panel picked him for the seven-match
T20I odyssey in Ireland (two games) and
England. Almost as if because they felt
they had to keep the growing voices at
bay, India delayed his introduction by
three games. But once they were stunned
by the Irish in both games and once Sanju
Samson courted a third successive failure
by following up scores of 5 and O against
Ireland with 1 in the first T201 against the
English in Chester-le-Street, the think-tank
was almost compelled to unshackle the
devastating left-handed opener.

That Sooryavanshi’s induction came at
the expense of Samson has divided
opinion. The frustratingly inconsistent
Samson - he averages 27.01 in 65 T20Is
despite posting three centuries and six

's brief tenure, the most chastening will be the

st England in Nottingham; Several of India’s

d in madness that is all too visible
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turned the corner with a hat-trick of
match-winning knocks at the
business-end of the home T20 World Cup
in February-March. The Player of the
Tournament at the World Cup is still very
much in the scheme of things; he figures
in the Asian Games squad even though he
has been left out of the team to play three
matches in Zimbabwe later this month.
But as India scrambled to accommodate
Sooryavanshi, Samson it was who had to
be sacrificed.

Head coach Gautam Gambhir, in the
crosshairs after this latest UK
misadventure, said at a press conference
on Monday that he had had a
conversation with the Kerala
wicketkeeper-opener, insisting that
Samson knew the score but adding that
whatever was spoken would remain
between the coach and the dropped
player. Gambhir is fiercely passionate and
an extremely proud professional,
wonderful but hardly unexpected
qualities; he might not believe so, but he
is under pressure to deliver results after a
mixed bag.

Depending on which side of the fence
one is on, Gambhir is slightly in the red or
moderately in the blue in his two years in
charge of a successful, settled squad he
inherited from Rahul Dravid in July 2024.
His very first tour at the helm was a
precursor of things to come. India swept
the T20I series 3-0 in Sri Lanka,
fashioning victories from impossible
situations including in the Super Over in
the final game in Pallekele. But they were
also humbled 2-0 in the ODIs - the first
ended in a tie and the umpires seemed to
forget that the ICC mandated a Super
Over to break the deadlock - as the first

.

indications that India’s fallibility against
spin would come back to haunt them lay
exposed.

Subsequently, Gambhir has overseen
stunning title runs in the Champions
Trophy, the T20 Asia Cup and the T20
World Cup, but he has also presided over
some of the darkest phases in Indian
cricket. A singularly humiliating 46 all out
against New Zealand in the Bengaluru
Test in October 2024. A record 408-run
hammering at the hands of South Africa
in November last year. A 3-0 surrender to
New Zealand in November 2024 followed
by a 2-0 annihilation by South Africa 12
months later meant Gambhir’s CV was
already replete with diametrically
opposite results. Now, India’s longest
winless streak in T20I history has added
to the feisty former opener’s discomfiture
because while he might hold the view that
results alone don’t dictate progress, there
is no other tangible, measurable
yardstick, is there?

Will/should Gambhir count the Test
retirements in that order, within five
months of each other, of R. Ashwin, Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli between
December 2024 and May 2025, as a
success of sorts? The loss of this bulk of
experience and quality inevitably plunged
India to the throes of transition - at one
stage, he didn’t like that word, choosing
instead to go with inexperience before
transition returned to his lexicon after the
Protean rout. With challenging away tours
of Sri Lanka and New Zealand in wait
ahead of the five-Test home showdown
against Australia early next year, Gambhir
will know in his heart of hearts that
anything less than a third entry into the
final of the World Test Championship in

four editions will be perceived as a huge
comedown.

Of all the failures that have liberally
dotted his brief tenure, the most
chastening will be the 2-0 rout in Ireland,
followed closely by 76 all out against
England in Nottingham earlier this week,
which consigned Shreyas Iyer’s men to
their heaviest defeat in 20-over
internationals. Gambhir harped on the
‘high risk, high reward’ theme to almost
wish away the disaster, falling back on the
absence of key figures (Bumrah, Hardik
Pandya) as an oblique excuse of sorts.
Had he not been party to the dumping
and omission from the squad of World
Cup-winning skipper Suryakumar Yadav,
he could have invoked that eventuality
too, one suspects. The fact of the matter is
that India have been slow to react and
adapt, both against the spunky Irish and a
fired-up England, themselves looking for
minor crumbs of consolation after their
outstanding chase of India’s 253 in the
semifinal of the World Cup ended just
seven agonising runs short.

India have parted ways with coaches
with much better results - Anil Kumble
walked away in a huff in 2017,
acknowledging that his partnership with
skipper Kohli was no longer ‘tenable’
despite overseeing Test series wins in the
Caribbean, and at home against England
and Australia, as well as taking the team
to the final of the Champions Trophy in
England where we might have had a
different tale to tell had Kohli adamantly
not chosen to chase on a superb batting
surface. If Gambhir seems immune to the
slew of defeats that would almost
certainly have consumed anyone else, it is
because he knows that he continues to
enjoy the confidence and the backing of
those who make the influential calls in
Indian cricket, whether they are a part of
the Indian board or not.

Several of India’s methods in the last
couple of years have been steeped in
madness that is all too visible, not least
the ill-advised recall to the T20 setup as
vice-captain, no less, of Gill and his
subsequent omission with the World Cup
imminent, all in the space of five months.
Gambhir is open to accountability just as
much as the next individual is, and it’s
time he helps the side turn the corner and
stack up the consistency that has made
India so feared across formats for so many
years.

The predicament of the coach and
their support group of any team at any
level anywhere in the world is unenviable.
For all the strategising and analysing and
the backroom work that goes in before a
match or a tournament, there is nothing
they can do in realistic terms once the
action begins beyond hoping that their
charges remember the plans and are up
to scratch when it comes to execution on
a given day. But the buck will stop with
the coach, of that there can be no
arguments. Gambhir often speaks of
wanting to fulfil the aspirations of India’s
140 crore people. This would be as good a
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Apart from establishing
themselves as a formidable
Test entity everywhere in the
world, except perhaps in New
Zealand where their only series
victory in the last 55 or so years
came in 2009, India are a gun
white-ball force
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The clamour for Sooryavanshi’s
inclusion had reached a
crescendo immediately after
Ajit Agarkar’s selection panel
picked him for the
seven-match T20I odyssey in
Ireland (two games) and
England. Almost as if because
they felt they had to keep the
growing voices at bay, India
delayed his introduction by
three games
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Gambhir is fiercely passionate
and an extremely proud
professional, wonderful but
hardly unexpected qualities; he
might not believe so, but he is
under pressure to deliver
results after a mixed bag

RV. MOORTHY

half-tons in 57 innings - appeared to have time as any to translate words into deeds.
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Why more Indian couples are
being diagnosed with secondary infertility

Analyses of India’s National Family Health Survey data show secondary infertility rose from roughly 19.5% in the early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015-2016 — close to a doubling in a
single generation; there are multiple factors that are contributing to this including age-related issues and changes in the body between the first and the second child

¥

job, the EMI, the move to a rented flat in a
city.

By the time life finally feels “ready” for
a second child, the mother may be aged
36 or 38, and fertility, unfairly, does not
wait for our life plans. Egg numbers and
quality fall with every passing year; clinics
in cities including Delhi/NCR, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and others, have reported a |
sharp rise in women seeking help only
after the age of 35.

But age is just one thread. In the years
between the first and second child,
bodies change. Weight creeps up. The
thyroid quietly slips. As many as one in
five Indian women now lives with
Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian
Syndrome (PMOS), which tends to worsen
with time. A Caesarean section may have
left adhesions; an old, untreated infection
may have scarred a fallopian tube. And —
this matters — the problem is very often
on the man’s side. Sperm counts fall with
weight, stress, smoking and even the
polluted air so many of us breathe. Yet in
my experience, Indian men will wait
years longer than their wives before
agreeing to a simple semen test,
convinced that “we already have a child,
so it can’t be me.”

Layered over all of this is something

Egg numbers and quality fall
with every passing year; clinics
in cities including Delhi/National
Capital Region, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and others, have
reported a sharp rise in women
seeking help only after

the age of 35

Richika Sahay Shukla

few weeks ago, a couple sat in

my consulting room looking

almost apologetic. They

already had a bright
six-year-old waiting at home. “We feel silly
taking your time, doctor,” the mother
said. “We have one child. Everyone keeps
telling us to just be grateful.” And then,
quietly, she started to cry.

I have heard that phrase — “at least you
have one” — more times than I can count.
It is almost always meant kindly. It almost
always lands like a door being shut. And it
is one of the reasons the couples I see
struggling to conceive a second time carry
their grief so silently.

‘

for a little more room. Second, that this is
a medical condition, not a moral verdict —
not a punishment, not nazar, not
something they did wrong. Third, that
timing matters. If a woman is under the
age of 35 and has tried for a year, or over
the age of 35 and has tried for six months,
both partners — together — should be
evaluated. Do not let the calendar run,
out of politeness.

And I tell them the truth about hope,
honestly. Modern fertility care helps a
great many couples in exactly this
situation, and IVF succeeds for many
even in their late thirties and forties. But I
will never promise a guaranteed
outcome, and I would gently warn anyone
against a clinic that does. What I can
promise is a clear answer and a plan.

If there is one thing I wish more of us
understood, it is this: the woman who
“already has one” may be quietly grieving
a child who simply has not arrived yet.
She does not need to be reminded how

Understanding the condition

The condition has a name: secondary
infertility — the difficulty conceiving or
carrying a pregnancy after you have
already had a baby. For years it was
brushed aside as a non-problem. The
numbers say otherwise.

Analyses of India’s National Family
Health Survey data show secondary
infertility rose from roughly 19.5% in the
early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015 -2016
— close to a doubling in a single
generation. It is now one of the most
common reasons a “previously fertile”
couple walks in, bewildered. “We didn’t
even try the first time,” they say. “Why is

Growing concern: Secondary infertility is the difficulty conceiving or carrying a pregnancy after you
have already had a baby. GETTY IMAGES

that scroll is a slow bruise. The
comparison is relentless — and so is the
family WhatsApp group where an aunt
asks, yet again, when the “good news” is
coming. I have also watched social media
do harm the other way: glossy reels
promising IVF “success in one cycle,” or
home remedies that persuade a couple to
delay proper testing by a year they cannot

newer: our phones. Social media has, in
many ways, been a gift for fertility
awareness. Couples now arrive far better
informed than a decade ago; the taboo is
finally cracking; brave women share IVF
journeys that once would have been
whispered about. But scroll through any
feed and you also meet the other side
— an unending stream of “Baby

it so hard now?”
Part of the answer is the calendar. A

generation ago, most couples

finished their families in their

twenties. Today a first baby

often arrives at the age of 31

or 32 — after the degree, the

No. 2!” announcements, and
picture-perfect siblings.
For a woman in her
fourth month of
trying, or

_ recovering from

s a second

miscarriage,

afford to lose.

Telling the truth
So what do I tell the couple crying in my
room? First, that their pain is real
and they are allowed to feel it.
Wanting a sibling for the child you
adore is not ingratitude; it is love asking

GETTY IMAGES

lucky she is. She needs to be asked how
she is. Often the most healing thing a
family member, a friend — or a doctor —
can do is stop offering gratitude as a cure,
and simply listen.

(Dr. Richika Sahay Shukla is co-founder

and medical director, India IVF Fertility.

director@indiaivf.in)

Study to contain antimicrobial resistant neonatal sepsis begins in India

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

triking at the heart of antimicrobial

resistance, the international

NeoSep 1 trial to evaluate

life-saving antibiotic combinations
for newborns with sepsis has expanded to
India, with the first baby being recruited at
the Jawaharlal Postgraduate Education
Institute of Medical and Research (JIPMER)
in Puducherry.

This was followed by recruiting an infant
for the study in Pt. B.D. Sharma PGIMS in
Rohtak. The next on the list is Lokmanya
Tilak Municipal College and General
Hospital, Mumbai. Globally, the study,
sponsored by the GARDP Foundation in
collaboration with the UCL Innovative
Clinical Trials Unit; City St George’s,
University of London (SGUL), and Penta
Foundation, is also underway in Vietnam
and Pakistan, and will soon start in
Malaysia, Bangladesh and Uganda.

According to a GARDP statement,
NeoSepl1 aims to enrol 3,000 newborns
across Asia and Africa by the end of 2028.
Earlier, newborns were enrolled in Ghana,
Kenya and South Africa.

Life-threatening infection

Neonatal sepsis is a life-threatening
bloodstream infection that occurs in babies
under 90 days old, often affecting
premature or low-birth-weight infants. It is
categorised into early-onset (occurring
within the first 72 hours of life) and
late-onset (occurring up to 28-90 days),
according to a book on neonatal sepsis,
authored by Meenakshi Singh.

“With underdeveloped immune systems,
newborns are especially prone to
life-threatening sepsis,” Sally Ellis,
Children’s Antibiotics Project Leader for

CM
K

Addressing a big issue: Neonatal sepsis is a life-threatening bloodstream infection that occurs in babies under
90 days old, often affecting premature or low-birth-weight infants. Ap

GARDP, told The Hindu, explaining the
significance the NeoSepl has in the context
of growing antimicrobial resistance.

“Today, we stand at a tipping point. The
antibiotics for newborns that we have
relied on for decades are failing against
resistant infections, in many hospital
settings. This trial, led by GARDP and
partners, is about giving neonatologists
new tools, and giving babies with sepsis a
fighting chance at life,” she adds.

Sepsis is the second most common cause
of neonatal mortality, globally responsible
for over one million deaths annually. In

India, neonatal sepsis remains a leading
cause of neonatal mortality, contributing to
approximately 30%-40% of all neonatal
deaths despite advances in neonatal care,
argues a recent paper ‘Neonatal Sepsis in
India: Epidemiology, Risk Factors and
Preventive Strategies from a Public Health
Perspective’ in the Journal of Clinical
Neonatology.

The author Ahmed Abdulaziz
Almohammadi, writes “In India, neonatal
sepsis accounts for an estimated 30%-40%
of all neonatal deaths, translating to
approximately 2,00,000-2,50,000
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preventable deaths annually. Despite
substantial reductions in under-five
mortality over the past two decades,
progress in reducing neonatal mortality has
lagged, with sepsis representing a
persistent and largely preventable cause of
death.”

Divergence from global trends
It turns out that causative agents in India
show a divergence from global trends. Dr.
Almohammadi notes that the
microbiological profile of neonatal sepsis in
India differs substantially from that of
high-income countries, with gram-negative
organisms predominating in most Indian
studies. Klebsiella pneumoniae, Escherichia
coli,Acinetobacter species and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa constitute the
majority of bacterial isolates, often
demonstrating multidrug resistance. Group
B Streptococcus (GBS), which is the leading
cause of neonatal sepsis in developed
countries, accounts for only 2%-5% of cases
in India.

This makes the NeoSep 1 critical — to
evaluate and produce a profile that is India

specific, addressing the circumstances that
can contribute to, or ameliorate the
condition in India. It is pioneering the use
of a Personalised Randomised Controlled
Trial (PRACTical) design, which will
evaluate and rank multiple antibiotic
regimens for newborns with sepsis. This
approach will help clinicians choose
effective treatments best suited to their
local context, GARDP spokespersons say.

The goal of the trial is to identify one or
more safe, effective, and affordable
treatments that can reduce the high
number of newborn deaths caused by
drug-resistant sepsis, especially in low- and
middle-income countries. Part 1 of the
NeoSepl trial, conducted in South Africa
and Kenya in 2023, assessed and validated
the appropriate dose for fosfomycin and
flomoxef for use in newborns, in
combination with other antibiotics.

Nishad Plakkal, Principal Investigator of
the NeoSepl trial in India and Head of the
Department of Neonatology at JIPMER,
explains: “the study is a pragmatic trial and
allows clinicians to make the diagnosis of
sepsis as they normally would. However, to
ensure the inclusion of infants with a high
probability of infection, we use a sepsis
severity score that we derived from an
earlier global observational study
(NeoOBS). Our microbiology team cultures
the baby’s blood (and sometimes spinal
fluid) to help identify the organism causing
sepsis, typically within a day or two. They
also identify antibiotic-resistant infections.”

Dr. Plakkal explains that the primary
outcome, or the main question the study is
designed to answer, is death within 28 days;
while secondary outcomes will include
death within 90 days, need for additional
antibiotics, length of hospital stay, and
re-admission.
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