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Police to get app
for instant scan
of fingerprints

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday launched
‘Abhigyan’, an app that will
soon enable police and
agencies to carry out instant
fingerprint-based verification
of criminal records using
scanners linked to a database
of over 1.3 crore suspects and
convicts. » Page 8

Doctor sent to
2-day custody for
help’s murder

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday
remanded Manish Gupta, a
dermatologist accused of
murdering his domestic help,
in police custody for two days.
The doctor was arrested the
previous day from his home in
East of Kailash for the murder

Delhi HC upholds curbs on
Telegram amid NEET row

Centre followed procedure as per Section 69A of IT Act and gave reasons for invoking emergency

powers, says court; definition of ‘information’ in Act includes software and programmes, it says

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he Delhi High
T Court on Friday
upheld the

Centre’s temporary ban on
messaging platform Tele-
gram, noting that the go-
vernment’s action was pro-
portionate and justified in
view of the alleged use of
the platform by organised
cheating networks linked
to the NEET (UG), 2026,
controversy.

Dismissing Telegram’s
challenge to the June 16
emergency blocking order,
the court found that the
Union government had fol-
lowed the procedure pre-
scribed under Section 69A
of the Information Tech-
nology Act and had record-
ed adequate reasons for in-
voking its emergency
powers.

Court’s endorsement

What the Delhi High Court said in the Telegram case

= Centre empowered under
Section 69A of the IT Act

to restrict ‘entire platform’
access

m Centre has cited circulation of
purported examination papers
and fraudulent activities
targeting students as reason

= Govt. order not
disproportionate
as attempts to
resolve through
channel-
specific take-
downs failed

A significant aspect of
the ruling is the court’s en-
dorsement of the govern-
ment’s interpretation of
Section 69A.

‘Entire platform’

Rejecting Telegram’s argu-
ment that the provision
permits blocking only
specific content and not an
entire platform, the court

m Temporary restrictions

were proportionate
to the objective

of preventing
misinformation

and criminal
activity

held that the Act’s broad
definition of “information”
encompasses software and
computer programmes.
Since Telegram functions
through software infras-
tructure constituting a
“computer resource”, the
government was legally
empowered to direct a
temporary block on the
platform, the court said.

of Mina Halder, 58. » Page 2

“An application or plat-
form performs logical,
arithmetic and memory
functions through elec-
tronic, magnetic or optical
impulses, and includes in-
put, output, processing,
storage, computer soft-
ware and communication
facilities connected with a
computer system or com-
puter network. According-
ly, this court is of the view
that Respondent No. 1 was
empowered under Section
69A of the IT Act to issue
directions for blocking pu-
blic access to Telegram,” it
said.

The court rejected Tele-
gram’s contention that the
order reflected non-appli-
cation of mind.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8
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Walking on footpaths
a fundamental right,
rules Supreme Court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day, in a judgment, de-
clared the freedom to walk
on demarcated and well-
maintained footpaths a
fundamental right which
has priority over move-
ment by motorised vehi-
cles. The court highlighted
the need to lay down a stat-
utory framework, not only
for declaring the right to
walk a fundamental right,
but also to recognise the
duty-bearers.

“If a road exists, there
must then be a duty to en-
sure that a footpath is de-
marcated and maintained
for the walkers. This is an
enforceable duty. The fun-
damental right to walk on
demarcated footpaths shall
override the privilege of a
motorised vehicle,” Justice
P.S. Narasimha, who auth-
ored the judgment, held.

The judgment came in a
case of the death of a five-

Q If aroad
exists,
there must then be
aduty to ensure
that a footpath is
demarcated and
maintained for
— the walkers.
This is an
enforceable
duty
LT covkr
et

year-old boy who was
crushed to death by a truck
while walking to the school
with his father.

Justice Narasimha said
walking safely and carefree
along wide footpaths, with-
out danger lurking at every
turn, was the most basic of
rights.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

EDITORIAL: RIGHT OF WAY
» PAGE 6

T.N. Assembly
unanimously
opposes dam
at Mekedatu

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Friday unanimously
adopted a resolution
moved by Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay, opposing the
Karnataka government’s
proposal to construct a ba-
lancing reservoir across
the Cauvery at Mekedatu.
“This august House re-
cords its strong objection
to the unilateral attempt of
the Karnataka government
to construct a dam at Me-
kedatu without respecting
the final award given by the
Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal on February 5,
2007, and the Supreme
Court judgment on Febru-
ary 16, 2018, without ob-
taining the concurrence of
the basin States, and with-
out securing any approval
from the Union govern-
ment,” read the resolution.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

You want to crack Mains. FForumili¥
We want to help

THE WINNING COMBINATION

For Securing a Top Score in Mains Exam.
Mains Guidance Program (MGP) +

improvement. Ethics+ students include Lavanya, Siddharth (23 marks increase and moving
from IPS to IAS), Shikhar Mogha, IAS (134 score in GS4), Zinnia Aurora, Abhishek Sharma,
Bhavika Chopra, Madhvendra Pratap Singh, Rahul J Patil and scores of other officer selects.

GS ADVANCED
PROGRAM 2026

What is better than MGP & Current Affair Classes? The GS Advanced Program. One,
because it includes the MGP and Current Affairs. Two, for those of us who have missed a
foundation course, done self-study or otherwise not a good static preparation. The GSAP
provides a second avenue for course correction.

GSAP has been designed to address the core issues in preparation. It includes (a)
Content-Building Classes that comprehensively cover GS Mains topics with conceptual
clarity and updated relevance, (b) Daily Answer Writing Assignments to reinforce
classroom learning and build writing discipline, and (c) Dedicated Mentorship for
continuous performance tracking, feedback, & improvement

OPTIONAL
TEST SERIES

4 Layers of Tests i.e. DAWT (Mini tests), Sectional, ~ Full-
Length and Simulator Tests.

Content Blueprint: Carefully curated study material.
Detailed Model Answers & concept-based test discussion.

0 of IAS toppers*under rank 10 and 20 in CSE 2025 final list have been
0 students of Mains Guidance Program (MGP)by ForumIAS Academy.
MAINS GUIDANCE ETHICS+ CLASSES

Mains Guidance Program is a time tested, test series based, mentor guided program that  cadre. In fact, it often determines whether you have to write the next attempt or not. With scores
has enabled hundreds of aspirants add the three letters I.A.S. to their name. MGP consist  anging from 80 to 160 - it is the paper that needs minimum time but has maximum impact on
cover the most important issues from which questions may be asked in Mains 2026.
MGP+ includes everything in MGP + 4 additional essay test covering syllabus worth
it is the gold standard for Mains test series.
Garima Lohia, Divya Mishra, Sanjitha Mohapatra, Varun Reddy and Pratham Kaushik?
They are all IAS officers, selected in past 8 years and they are among the highest scorers In
highest marks in GS.
Current Affairs Classes for Mains 2026 are power packed, theme based sessions that provide
marks barrier in GS Mains. The classes not only offer content differentiation, but also
comprehensive coverage, such that you will not need any other material for preparing the
will be 0f 2-2.5 hours duration

° ° +
Current Affairs + Ethics Classes
Including Rank 4, 5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19.
Mentor supported; Test Series based program for Civil Service Preparation General Studies Paper IV is one of the those subjects which determines your rank, service and
of 17 tests with detailed solutions, answer evaluation & mentor feedback to help you your scorecard, Ethics+ classes by ForumIAS have been instrumental in score and rank
1250 marks. With high quality content that does not waste your time and mentor support,
What is common between Samiksha, Dwivedi,Saumya, Mishra Donuru Ananya Reddy,
General Studies Mains. Since its inception, CA classroom students have secured among the
the much needed conceptual clarity and value addition that are needed to breach the 450
dynamic issues of GS Paper 2 and 3. .. Classes will be held three days a week at 5 PM and
(optional Guidance Program)

OPTIONAL
SUBJECTS

PSIR :
35 AWSM classes (Answer Writing Structure .

& Methodology) that turn topics into probable s 0 c I o Lo GY -

questions & teach step-wise answer

= Study Modules covering Optional
syllabus with self-assessment worksheet.

framework with answer scripts. = Expert Evaluation & Personalized Mentorship.
= 35 DAWT mini tests (consist of 7 questions) to l l
build exam-speed writing with evaluation, ANTHROPOI‘O GY 0-AWFG ! 0-AWFG PRIME ' ATS
discussion, & model answers. Optional Answer | Optional Answer | Augmented
= 6 Sectional Tests + 2 Full Length Tests GEOGRAPHY Writing Focus Group | Writing Focus Group | Test Series
simulating UPSG pattern with evaluation, i ] - ] i
discussion, & model answers. Who Should Join? ; Who Should Join? | Who Should Join?
. . . Aspirants overwhelmed by } Aspirants who know the } Aspirants whose answers
= Comprehensive PYQ integration through P U B A D 0 the Optional syllabus and | syllabus but can’t write | are written well but fail to
classes, worksheets, and tests. unsure how to begin | regularly or fluently. Builds | fetch marks despite
n n answer writing. Daily I speed, flow, and continuity; 1 repeated tests. ATS sharpens
" Perio?]a"szd mentorship based on each I. Aw micro-targets create } turning “I know this” into } structure, presentation, and
worksheet & test. discipline & make writing a } effective answers. } depth-converting effort into
= Crisp & concise study material. non-negotiable habit. } } higher scores.
| |
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Security up for CJP’s protest

at Jantar Mantar today

Security has been tightened across Delhi as the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) is set to carry out its
second protest at Jantar Mantar on Saturday.
Police officers said on Friday that CCTV cameras
have been installed in the area and added that
270 body-worn cameras and videographers will
be deployed to monitor and record activities.
Vehicles are being checked at key entry and exit
points. Traffic diversions may be imposed, though
metro services are expected not to be affected.

AAP alleges corruption in

tenders under BJP govt.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Delhi chief Saurabh
Bharadwaj on Friday alleged corruption in the
issuance of tenders for various works since the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in
Delhi. “Whether it is tenders related to tent
houses for Kanwar Yatra or those concerning
medicines, equipment, bedsheets and other
supplies for hospitals and dispensaries, serious
allegations are being raised,” claimed Mr.
Bharadwaj. The BJP refuted the claims.

Cong. forms panel to run

itS communications centre

The Delhi Congress on Friday constituted a
three-member committee to coordinate and
manage its Congress Connect Centre, an
outreach and communication initiative of the
party. According to a letter issued by Delhi
Congress president Devender Yadav, the panel
will be responsible for the management,
coordination, monitoring and strengthening of
communication related to all activities of the

Congress Connect Centre. en

House help murder: accused
sent to 2-day police custody;
police rushed cremation: kin

Victim’s MLC report shows stab wounds in neck; complainant says he reached Gupta’s home after

being alerted by another neighbour and that the doctor answered the door saying, 'l have done it’

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

city court on Friday
A remanded Dr. Man-
ish Gupta, the der-

matologist accused of mur-
dering his domestic help,
in police custody for two
days. The 56-year-old doc-
tor was arrested the pre-
vious day from his home in
East of Kailash for the mur-
der of Mina Halder, 58.

Arguing for his custody
before Judicial Magistrate
Anurag Chhabra, the pol-
ice sought the accused’s
custody, contending that
they need to investigate
whether other people are
also involved in the mur-
der and to unearth new
facts in the case.

“We had asked for his
custody to interrogate him
and look into all aspects of
the crime, including
whether it was planned or
committed on the spur of
the moment,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South East) Hemant Tiwa-
ri. Opposing the plea, the
defence counsel argued,
“Everything has been
seized by the police. He
has been in police custody
for the last 24 hours. He is
already suffering from de-
pression, and is a well-re-
puted doctor.”

Mr. Chhabra allowed the
police’s plea.

According to Halder’s
medico-legal case (MLC)
report, which was shared

Police personnel outside the crime scene on Wednesday. PTI

with her family on Friday,
the victim received three
stab wounds on her neck,
each of which was 3 cm
long and 1 cm wide, a lacer-
ation on her head, and
abrasions on her right arm
and left thigh.

Halder’s body was hand-
ed over to her family on
Friday following an autop-
sy, the results of which are
awaited. She was cremated
shortly after.

The family alleged that,
even as they were waiting
for the deceased’s daught-
er and husband to arrive
from Kolkata, the police
forced them to perform
the last rites promptly.
“The police told us to take
the body straight to the
cremation ground. We we-
ren’t allowed to keep the

body even for a minute at
home,” Saptami Bishwas, a
relative, told The Hindu.

When reached for com-
ment, the police denied
the allegation.

The doctor bludgeoned
and stabbed Halder to
death and was found sit-
ting beside her body when
a police team reached his
house in Mount Kailash
Apartments, the police
said, adding that the wea-
pons used in the crime
have been recovered.

‘Showed me the body’

The police received a call
about the incident at 11.36
a.m. on Thursday. One of
Dr. Gupta’s neighbours saw
the dermatologist attack-
ing Halder on the terrace
around 11.30 a.m. and

alerted her friend Subhash
(name changed on re-
quest), who lives next door
to the accused.

Mr. Subhash told The
Hindu that the dermatolo-
gist himself answered the
door, said, “Maine kar diya
(I have done it),” and
showed him the motion-
less, blood-spattered body,
after which Mr. Subhash,
who is the registered com-
plainant in the case, called
the police.

“At first, he seemed a bit
disoriented and in some
sort of delusion. He said, ‘I
killed her on the terrace’.
We went to the roof and
saw Mina’s body lying in a
pool of blood. At that
point, Gupta started mum-
bling something and ap-
peared to be in a state of
complete mental break-
down,” said Mr. Subhash.

‘No evidence of illness’
He said that Dr. Gupta had
lived at his Mount Kailash
residence for the past 25
years. “There was never
any evidence of any sort of
illness with him. I have
been his patient as well
and, as a medical practi-
tioner, he was very tho-
rough with his patients,”
said the complainant.

He described the der-
matologist as a kind profes-
sional who often treated
domestic workers for free.

As per the police, the ac-
cused was suffering from
long-term mental illnesses.

Satheesan banks
on ‘dream projects’
to transform Kerala

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
government’s ‘dream pro-
jects’ to transform Kerala
into a cohesive port city
and an aviation hub, a
‘Land Reforms 2.0’ initia-
tive, and a ‘Kerala Know-
ledge Valley’ to make the
State a higher education
destination prominently in
the revised budget for
2026-27 tabled by Chief Mi-
nister V.D. Satheesan in the
Assembly on Friday.

Among other things, Mr.
Satheesan, who handles
the Finance portfolio, en-
hanced the support price
of rubber from 3200 to
3250 and raised the kero-
sene subsidy for fishermen
to X75.

A number of announce-
ments marked his one-
hour-38-minute presenta-
tion of the budget, which
promised “governance
with empathy”.

Economic corridor

Other major announce-
ments included a ‘South-
ern Kerala Economic Corri-
dor’ linking the
Thiruvananthapuram, Kol-
lam, and Alappuzha dis-
tricts, a plan for a tribal un-
iversity and indigenous
knowledge zone in Waya-
nad, and a ‘Global Job
Watch Tower’ to monitor
employment trends.

The budget largely
steered clear of tough fiscal
restructuring. A recent
White Paper had observed
that the State’s fiscal health
was under “serious and
growing strain”.

Kerala CM V.D. Satheesan being
greeted by students at an event
in Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

Mr. Satheesan has also
set aside T600 crore to fi-
nance the Indira Guaran-
tee free-travel scheme for
women and transgender
persons on ordinary buses
of the Kerala State Road
Transport  Corporation,
%400 crore for Mission Sa-
mudra projects, which in-
clude the ‘Kerala as a port
city’ proposal, 100 crore
for a ‘Rare Earth and Criti-
cal Minerals Corridor’,
%200 crore for preliminary
activities under the avia-
tion hub proposal, 3100
crore for the Kerala Know-
ledge Valley, and %50 crore
for the Wayanad Tribal Un-
iversity project.

Z100-crore health city

Additionally, the budget
earmarked 100 crore for a
‘Kerala Health and Life
Sciences City’, which has
been envisioned as an inte-
grated healthcare ecosys-
tem designed to deliver
high-standard services and
promote medical educa-
tion and research. Elderly
care is another thrust area.

CM notifies winter air quality
framework, outlines curbs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Friday notified a ‘Proactive
Winter Air Quality Manage-
ment Framework’, con-
taining a series of mea-
sures that “may be”
invoked during the winter
season from November to
February if pollution levels
rise, the Chief Minister’s
Office said on Friday.
“Most of the measures
are existing directions or
steps taken in the past, but
we are now putting them
in one place so that all sta-
keholders can take note of
them and prepare in ad-
vance,” it quoted CM Rek-

Vo 4
CM Rekha Gupta said the

measures are likely to come
into effect from November. PTI

Under the framework,
fuel will be supplied at pe-
trol pumps in Delhi only to
vehicles possessing a valid
pollution under control
certificate during the win-
ter. Non-BS VI commercial
vehicles registered outside

enter the city between No-
vember 1 and January 31.

Moreover, CNG and
electric vehicles, in addi-
tion to emergency service
vehicles and those engaged
in government work, will
be exempt from the restric-
tions. “To discourage ex-
cessive use of private vehi-
cles, parking charges will
be doubled. A staggered of-
fice-timing system will be
introduced to reduce traf-
fic congestion and pollu-
tion. Government and priv-
ate offices will operate with
a maximum of 50 percent
physical attendance,” stat-
ed the release.

The framework also
prohibits open burning of

City gets first police station only for women, POCSO cases

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor Ta-
ranjit Singh Sandhu on Fri-
day opened Delhi’s first
police station dedicated ex-
clusively to investigating
crimes against women and
children.

The station in Subzi
Mandi will handle all cases
related to crimes against
women and children re-
ported in the North dis-
trict, including domestic
violence, dowry harass-
ment, sexual assault, mol-
estation, stalking, harass-
ment and rape.

The police station has a
sanctioned strength of 57
personnel and will handle
cases under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-

Nearly 60% of the 57 personnel posted at the police station in North

i

district’s Subzi Mandi area are women. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The facility was inaugu-
rated in the presence of
Delhi Police Commissioner
Satish Golchha and other
senior officers.

‘Inspiring confidence’
Addressing the gathering,
the L-G said the success of

measured by the confi-
dence it inspires among
women and girls, rather
than merely by the num-
ber of cases handled.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (North)
Niharika Bhatt said the sta-
tion has been designed to

plainants feel comfortable
while approaching the pol-
ice. “Nearly 60% of the
personnel posted here are
women. The Station House
Officer and the Assistant
Commissioner of Police
are women, and key func-
tions such as the investiga-
tion, registration of FIRs
and data management will
also be handled by women
personnel,” she said.

The officer added that
the personnel have under-
gone specialised training to
handle sensitive cases, and
additional soft-skills train-
ing will be imparted to
them to strengthen victim-
centric policing.

The facility, which in-
cludes a child-friendly
room for children accom-
panying complainants, will

vices for marital disputes,
said Ms. Bhatt.

Outreach initiatives
Apart from investigation,
the police station will con-
duct awareness  pro-
grammes and community
outreach initiatives to pro-
mote awareness of wo-
men’s rights and legal re-
medies.

Special Commissioner
of Police (Law and Order)
Devesh Srivastava said the
North district also runs in-
itiatives such as the ‘Rani
Jhansi Squad’ and ‘Vamika’
bike patrols to enhance the
visibility of women person-
nel. As part of its drive to
create safe spaces for wo-
men, Delhi Police has also
set up 116 Pink Booths in
the city and introduced all-

ha Gupta as saying. Delhi will not be allowedto  garbage and biomass. fences Act (POCSO). the initiative would be ensure that women com- also offer counselling ser- woman PCR vans.
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mar, residents of Guru-
gram. The accident oc-
curred near Gramphu on
the Koksar-Rohtang route
on Wednesday when the
family halted to enjoy the
scenic surroundings while
travelling from Manali to-
wards the Lahaul and Spiti
district, said an officer.

Padmasree. The leaders
gathered at Srivarimettu,
the foothill point on the
western side, and began
climbing the stairs while
chanting “Govinda Govin-
da”. Speaking to pressper-
sons on the occasion, Ms.
Padmasree stated that Mr.
Gandhi needed more

AICC member Sunkara Padmasree and other Congress leaders at
the foothills of Tirupati on Friday. KV. POORNACHANDRA KUMAR

strength in the form of
Lord Venkateswara’s bless-
ings to support his efforts
in the battle to restore de-
mocracy in the country.
She expressed hope that
the party will win the peo-

ple’s mandate in the next
State election. Meanwhile,
birthday wishes poured in
for the LoP from several
party leaders and senior
functionaries as he turned
56 on Friday.
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Bihar to bear cost of bringing

back migrant workers’ remains

The Bihar government will bear the cost of
transporting the mortal remains of migrant
workers who die in accidents while working
outside the State or abroad to their native places,
Additional Chief Secretary(ACS), Labour
Resources and Migrant Workers Welfare
Department, K. Senthil Kumar said on Friday. The
ACS said the government also decided to increase
the ex-gratia amount payable to the legally
identified dependents of deceased migrant
workers from 32,00,000 to ¥4,00,000. He said the
‘Bihar Migrant Worker App’ had been launched to
collect data on migrant workers from the State.

Eight killed in lightning

strikes across Jharkhand

At least eight people, including two women and a
two-year-old boy, were killed in lightning strikes
across six districts of Jharkhand, police said on
Friday. Of the eight people, three were killed in
Hazaribag district, an official said. A 30-year-old
woman was killed in Manhar village in Palamu. In
Ramgarh’s Pipratand village, a 15-year-old girl died
after lightning struck her while she was grazing
goats. In Lohardaga, a 13-year-old girl was killed
while she was plucking mangoes from a tree. A
30-year-old man was also killed by a lightning
strike in the Godda district. In West Singhbhum, a
two-year-old boy died, and his mother suffered
serious burn injuries, officials said. en

BJP calls Karnataka leaders
to Delhi over ‘cross-voting’ in
MLC poll, forms probe panel

State BJP chief Vijayendra says four to five legislators cross-voted; Kumaraswamy says he was

neither shocked nor surprised; Cong. won five of seven Legislative Council seats, BJP bagged two

i

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

JP national presi-
Bdent Nitin Nabin
has summoned the

party’s State unit presi-
dent, B.Y. Vijayendra, and
some other leaders to Del-
hi on June 23 over “cross-
voting” in the just-conclud-
ed Legislative Council elec-
tion in Karnataka.

In the first electoral bat-
tle since the new govern-
ment under Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar took
charge in Karnataka, the
ruling Congress on Thurs-
day won five of the seven
Legislative Council seats
that went to polls, while
the Opposition BJP bagged
two.

The party high com-
mand has expressed its un-
happiness with the deve-
lopment, and this may lead
to a revamp of the State
leadership, sources in the
party said.

The State unit on Friday
formed a fact-finding panel
under the leadership of
C.T. Ravi, MLC, to identify
the legislators who “cross-
voted” since the polling

was done through a secret
ballot.

Change in stand

In a significant departure
from the party’s stand a
day ago, Mr. Vijayendra on
Friday pegged the number
of MLAs who “cross-voted”
from the party at “four to
five”. Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Assembly R.
Ashok on Thursday had
said three legislators alleg-
edly cross-voted. This im-

am

BJP national president Nitin Nabin with party’s Karnataka State chief BY. Vijayendra. FILE PHOTO

plies that some of the BJP
MLAs allocated to the JD(S)
candidate also “cross-vot-
ed”.

‘Was a test of loyalty’

Union Minister H.D. Kuma-
raswamy said he was neith-
er shocked nor surprised
by JD(S) MLAs cross-voting
in the election. He said the
party had fielded a candi-
date not with the expecta-
tion of winning but to keep
its flock of MLAs together

while also testing their
loyalty. “Four JD(S) MLAs
have resorted to cross-vot-
ing. I have complete infor-
mation about them,” he
said.

Without identifying the
legislators, Mr. Kumaras-
wamy said he was aware of
the meetings and discus-
sions of the MLAs who had
cross-voted. The election,
however, had taught him
not to place excessive trust
in anyone, he said.

Taking part in Yoga
Day not mandatory,

Bengal govt. tells HC

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday disposed of a peti-
tion challenging a notifica-
tion issued by the West
Bengal government asking
all State government em-
ployees to participate in
the official event of Interna-
tional Yoga Day on Sunday,
after the State told the
court that it was “not
mandatory”.

While disposing of the
petition represented by the
senior Advocate Bikas Ran-
jan Bhattacharya, a single
Bench court of Justice Am-
rita Sinha, noted the State’s
clarification by the Addi-
tional Advocate General
Bilwadal Bhattacharya.

“Written instruction for-
warded by the OSD and Un-
dersecretary to the Govern-
ment of West Bengal dated
June 14, 2026, is a general
appeal to all public ser-
vants to participate in the
official function on the oc-
casion of International Day
of Yoga. The above order is
not mandatory in nature
and no punitive or coercive
action is either contemplat-
ed or incorporated in the
order in case of failure to
attend due to personal rea-
sons,” read the copy of the
final judgment.

Considering the clarifi-
cation by the State govern-

CM Suvendu Adhikari at a yoga
event in Kolkata on Friday. ANI

ment, the High Court con-
cluded, “The court is of the
opinion that in view of the
instruction forwarded by
the respondent authority,
there is no requirement of
proceeding with the writ
petition any further. The
same stands disposed of.”

PM to attend session
Over 35,000 people will
participate in the mass yo-
ga demonstration session
on International Yoga Day
celebrations at Kolkata’s
Red Road on June 21. The
session will be led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
This will be the Prime
Minister’s first visit to West
Bengal since he attended
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari’s swearing-in after
the Bharatiya Janta Party
came to power in the State.

NEET aspirant
dies in Indore;
probe under

way, say police

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

A 21-year-old National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance = Test
(NEET) aspirant died after
“falling” from the third
floor of a building in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Indore, the
police said on Friday. In-
dore DCP (Zone-4) Sunil Ku-
mar Mehta said Avantika
Maurya died under “suspi-
cious circumstances”. “The
police have initiated an in-
vestigation,” he added.

Avantika, a resident of
neighbouring Dhar district,
had been living in Indore
with her sister and prepar-
ing for the entrance exam.
Her family said the June 21
re-examination would have
been her fourth attempt.
“She had been dishear-
tened by the recent ques-
tion paper leak,” a family
member said.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at

Compulsory three-language policy not
viable in Nagaland, say CBSE schools

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Principals from Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) affiliated
schools in Nagaland have
written to Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han conveying their diffi-
culty in implementing the
compulsory three-language
policy framework, includ-
ing the introduction of San-
skrit, in Naga schools.

The letter dated May 23
stated that principals from
19 CBSE schools in Naga-
land have on-ground con-
cerns about implementa-
tion of R3 language
framework, where a com-
pulsory third language is to
be introduced from Class 6
onwards with at least two
of them being native In-
dian languages, consider-
ing the unique socio-lin-
guistic context of
Nagaland.

According to the letter,
Nagaland is home to over

English has served as the shared language of communication across

tribal communities in formal settings, the school principals said. PTi

and dozens of sub-tribes
each with their own dis-
tinct language and oral tra-
dition. “Unlike most Indian
States where a dominant
regional language unifies
communities, Nagaland
has no single native tongue
that all Nagas share. En-
glish has served as practi-
cal lingua franca across tri-
bal communities in formal
settings,” the letter read.
“In many of our urban
and semi-urban schools, a
single classroom holds

30 different linguistic back-
grounds — Ao, Angami, Su-
mi, Lotha, Konyak, Chang,
Phom, Zeliang, Chakhe-
sang, Pochuri, Rengma,
Khiamniungan, Tikhir,
Yimkhiung and so on,” the
letter read.

The principals have
urged the Education Minis-
try to grant Nagaland a spe-
cial linguistic exemption or
a flexible framework as it is
a “linguistically complex
territory”.

They have also request-

coordination with the Edu-
cation Ministry to establish
a scheme for appointment
or deputation of trained
language teachers to CBSE-
affiliated schools.

“The Nagaland Board of
School Education (NBSE)
once attempted to intro-
duce a compulsory second
language policy, but the
practical realities of Naga-
land’s diversity made im-
plementation deeply chal-
lenging,” one of the
principals of CBSE-affiliat-
ed schools told The Hindu.

Abrupt discontinuity

“Students who have been
learning French, German,
or Spanish since Classes 1
or 2 now face abrupt dis-
continuity with no transi-
tional pathway or recogni-
tion of their prior learning.
Schools were given a se-
ven-day compliance win-
dow — leaving principals,
parents and students
scrambling with no plan-
ning time,” the principal

BJP worker killed in Howrah:
Suvendu promises law to
seize properties of accused

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Days after a Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) worker was
killed in West Bengal’s
Howrah district, Chief Mi-
nister Suvendu Adhikari
on Friday said his govern-
ment would introduce a
Bill in the Legislative As-
sembly to auction the pro-
perties of those accused in
such crimes.

Prasanta Dey was killed
on Wednesday after he and
other BJP workers went to
the residence of Sk. Mafi-
jul, deputy pradhan (vil-
lage head) of the Santosh-
pur area in Bagnan,
Howrah, to confront him
over alleged corruption
and earlier incidents of
electoral violence. The BJP
workers were allegedly at-
tacked by Mr. Mafijul, who
is associated with Trina-
mool Congress, and his as-

The CM said 25 people were
arrested for attacking a police
station to free TMC leader
Jahangir Khan in Falta. PTI

ter alleged that she
received a phone call ask-
ing her to remove his body.

Mr. Adhikari said eight
persons had been arrested
in connection with the kill-
ing and that the case had
been handed over to the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID). He also an-
nounced 39 lakh in com-

pensation and a
government job for Mr.
Dey’s wife.

Mr. Adhikari said,

ple to form groups and vi-
sit the homes of accused
persons. If needed, the
police will coordinate with
the CID and inter-State
agencies. The STF has
modern investigative tools
and will act wherever there
is evidence.”

Mr. Adhikari urged peo-
ple to have faith in the pol-
ice and the administration
and allow them to take
stringent action in accor-
dance with the law.

The Chief Minister also
referred to the June 16 vio-
lence in Falta, where a
mob attacked a police sta-
tion to free Trinamool Con-
gress leader Jahangir Khan.
He said that three cases
had been registered and 25
people arrested so far.

Tension erupted in Falta
on Tuesday after a group
led by Mr. Khan’s wife
staged a protest outside
the local police station, de-

14416 to seek help) 17 major recognised tribes  children from more than ed the State governmentin  added. sociates. Mr. Dey’s wife la-  “There is no need for peo- manding his release.

Maker of Battlefield says his film very much | Kuki people boarding flights ggfiﬁogefr

related to present-day conflict in Manipur  from Imphal a positive sign: CM Arobedirs
statue in U.P.

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An anti-war documentary
from the ethnic conflict-
scarred Manipur is set to be
screened at the ongoing
19th Mumbai International
Film Festival (MIFF) on Sa-
turday.

The seven-day MIFF,
South Asia’s oldest and lar-
gest festival dedicated to
documentary, short fiction,
and animation films, ends
on Sunday.

Manipuri filmmaker Bo-
run Thokchom’s Battle-
field, an 80-minute docu-
mentary that revisits the
battles of Imphal and Kohi-
ma during World War II,
took 13 years to complete.
Another film from Manipur,
Trishul Yumnam and Yaso
Sharma’s 15-minute anima-

B 5

tion Story of a Forest, has al-
so made it to MIFF’s inter-
national competition.
Present-day =~ Manipur
and Nagaland  were
theatres of World War II in
1944. Fought between the
Allied forces and the Impe-
rial Japanese Army along-
side Subhash Chandra Bos-
e’s Indian National Army,
the battles named after the
State capitals are consi-
dered a turning point in the

A scene from Borun Thokchom’s Battlefield. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

!

war in Asia.

Locals, however, conti-
nue to feel the impact of the
battles.

“World War II turned
Manipur into a frontline
battlefield. Villages were
bombed, people were dis-
placed, and locals watched
big foreign armies fight for
their own freedom. That ex-
perience gave people new
ideas about self-rule and
nationhood,” Mr. Thok-

chom told The Hindu.
“Soon after the war, Ma-
nipur was merged with In-
dia. The destruction caused
by the war and that forced
merger left behind a deep
anger, and that anger grew
into the ethnic and separa-
tist movements that have
lasted ever since,” he said.

Ethnic violence
Battlefield was almost com-
plete when the ethnic vio-
lence between the Meitei
and the Kuki-Zo communi-
ties erupted in Manipur on
May 3, 2023. It eventually
qualified for MIFF 2026.

Mr. Thokchom said the
subject of his documentary
may be a war fought eight
decades ago, but “it is very
much related” to the pre-
sent-day  conflict in
Manipur.

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh said on Friday that
members of the Kuki com-
munity have started travell-
ing to Imphal to board
flights, which was a positive
sign for the conflict-scarred
State.

Since the ethnic conflict
began on May 3, 2023, tri-
bal Kuki-Zo and non-tribal
Meiteis have avoided tra-
velling to each other’s local-
ities. While Meiteis domi-
nate the Imphal Valley,
where Manipur’s only air-
port is located, the Kuki-Zo
people inhabit the sur-
rounding hills.

Speaking at an official
event in the tribal-dominat-
ed Tengnoupal district, Mr.

CM Yumnam Khemchand Singh
inaugurating a girls’ hostel in
Tengnoupal district on Friday.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Singh said a united Mani-
pur was the only way for-
ward for the 36 communi-
ties inhabiting the State.
“Manipur can progress
only through unity, mutual
respect, and peaceful coex-
istence. Development is
possible only when people
rise above community divi-

sions and work together
with a shared identity,” he
said.

Drawing a comparison
with the diverse yet peace-
ful Singapore, he appealed
to the people to safeguard
the ongoing peace process
for the benefit of future
generations. He urged all
sections of society to re-
solve differences through
dialogue, pointing out that
the State’s economy had
suffered due to the
violence.

‘Signs of normality’

He said signs of normality
were however emerging af-
ter more than three years of
conflict. “Many Kukis have
started travelling to Imphal
to board flights, and many
groups have met me to dis-
cuss peace,” he said.

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Jajouli and adjoining villag-
es in U.P’s Kaushambi dis-
trict were on the edge on
Friday, after a statue of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar was vandal-
ised by miscreants late on
Thursday. The villagers,
who are mostly Dalits, held
a sit-in protest at the site.
They raised slogans and de-
manded the strictest action
against the culprits.

Police helped reinstall
the statue and persuaded
demonstrators to end their
protests after promising ac-
tion and assuring there
would be no repeat of such
an incident. A significant
number of policemen are
still stationed in the area.
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Defection as merger

The Tenth Schedule is hollowed out by
unprincipled politics

T here is something deeply troubling about

the wave of defections sweeping India’s

elected representatives, Members of Par-
liament chief among them. In the latest episode,
six Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs are seeking to join the
Eknath Shinde faction of the Sena, which
emerged after an earlier split in the parent party.
This group constitutes exactly two-thirds of the
party’s Lok Sabha strength, giving them the es-
cape route that their crossover will constitute a
merger under the Tenth Schedule of the Consti-
tution, or the anti-defection law. Under the Tenth
Schedule, a member can be disqualified if they
voluntarily resign from their party or defy a party
whip during a division of votes in the House. In
2003, the law was strengthened by an amend-
ment that removed the earlier “split” provision —
which had allowed one-third of a party’s mem-
bers to defect without penalty — and retained on-
ly the “merger” exception, under which disqual-
ification does not apply if two-thirds of a party’s
legislators agree to merge with another party. En-
gineered splits are now dressed up as mergers,
letting groups defect without inviting disqualifi-
cation. The legal validity of such claims is itself
contested, as the Supreme Court of India has, ina
past judgment, made clear that a merger cannot
be of the legislature party alone, and must in-
volve the parent party as well.

With the Court holding back judgments on
several constitutional questions related to this,
presiding officers keep waving through such
stretched claims — and the practice keeps gather-
ing pace. The Sena splintering follows close on
the heels of the TMC rebellion. A rebel group
claiming the support of 20 of the TMC’s 28 Lok
Sabha MPs — led by four-time MP Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar — has aligned itself with the BJP-led
NDA, seeking a merger with another party. In
April, AAP MPs in the Rajya Sabha had joined the
BJP, reducing AAP’s Rajya Sabha strength from 10
to three. Now, three TMC members of the Rajya
Sabha, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, Sushmita Dev and
Prakash Chik Baraik, have resigned. For all practi-
cal purposes, the Tenth Schedule has become re-
dundant and irrelevant, as the Court keeps key
decisions pending. The surge in these crossovers,
which has the cumulative effect of increasing the
strength of the ruling NDA in the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, raises questions beyond techni-
calities. At present, the NDA does not have the
two-thirds majority in Parliament needed to pass
constitutional amendments. The threshold of
two-thirds for constitutional amendments is kept
high to ensure a wide political consensus. By-
passing that intent through defections — whatev-
er name they go by — is an affront to representa-
tive democracy and the spirit of the Constitution.

Right of way

India needs to build more footpaths to
help pedestrians walk freely

‘ s part of the Supreme Court’s expansion

of Article 21 since the 1970s, it has de-

clared the right to walk on demarcated
footpaths a fundamental right. The Bench of Jus-
tices P.S. Narasimha and Atul S. Chandurkar reaf-
firmed the right in a case seeking higher compen-
sation for a five-year-old boy’s death after being
struck and killed by a tanker lorry in Karnataka. As
motorised transport has become more wides-
pread, the Bench noted with regret that walking
has become an inconvenience, with motorists of-
ten treating pedestrians as a ‘nuisance’ to be toler-
ated or cleared. In the absence of a national law go-
verning pedestrian rights, responsibility for
pedestrian safety is split across municipal laws,
town-planning statutes, and street design guide-
lines. As such, pedestrians are considered to be
safe if they face no immediate physical harm. Most
cities also lack continuous unobstructed footpaths;
where footpaths do exist, they are often en-
croached on by parking, vendors, utilities, and
construction debris, and competing pressures
such as road widening work.

While a right to walk is desirable, the ideas that
pavements belong to pedestrians and that they
have right of way should be cultural in order to en-
dure. Rights-based legislation in India that has
sought to change public culture has had mixed suc-
cess. The Street Vendors Act 2014 sought to protect
vendors from harassment as under Article 19(1)(g).
But in most cities, municipalities still conduct “ev-
iction drives” while implementation has lagged be-
cause the Act requires surveys, town vending com-
mittees, and the demarcation of vending zones —
processes that many urban local bodies have de-
layed or simply abandoned. Weak implementation
has allowed informal rent-seeking by officials to
persist in some cases. The new judgment is also
likely to set up disputes with the 2014 Act. Second,
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act
2003 curtailed public smoking over 20 years, but
not by “restitutionary remedies”, as the Court has
suggested for walking, but with consistent social
messaging and small, immediate fines. Finally, des-
pite strict laws and ‘Swachh Bharat’ mandates, the
culture of littering remains because the law focuses
on citizens’ duty to segregate whereas the state has
often overlooked its duty to collect segregated
waste. Similarly, if the state does not build foot-
paths, the citizen’s right will be meaningless. The
Court’s constitutional nudge may thus lead to no
real change if it remains a legal tool for compensa-
tion after a tragedy. A state using it to ‘cleanse’
streets of informal commercial activity could also
gentrify these public spaces and criminalise the
survival of the urban poor. The nudge’s principal
path to success will be by moving the state’s funds
towards pedestrian infrastructure.
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India’s cheapest power is here, the grid must caich up

ndia is leaving tens of gigawatts (GW) of

cheap solar and wind power stranded —

not because the projects are not ready, but

because the grid is not. Upgrading the
existing grid with advanced technologies and
adding storage at key nodes can unlock 1,000 GW
of new clean energy, without acquiring any
additional land for transmission.

India is on the verge of a major shift in its
electricity system. Solar and wind are now the
country’s cheapest power sources, and
deployment is accelerating, with over 45 GW
added in 2025, roughly matching the United
States. Paired with some of the world’s lowest
battery costs, India can now deliver firm clean
power at about 3.5 per kWh.

Yet, just as technology and prices have aligned,
transmission has become the defining constraint.
More than 50 GW of clean capacity is already
stranded because projects can come online in 12
to 18 months, but transmission takes three to five
years to build, slowed by land acquisition,
multi-agency approvals, and restrictions on new
corridors. Without faster and smarter grid
expansion, the benefits of low-cost clean energy
will remain out of reach.

India has about 250 GW of renewables today,
100 GW under construction, and will need about
2,000 GW by 2050 to meet rising demand and
electrify industry and transport. This implies one
of the largest transmission build-outs anywhere
in the world. The question is no longer whether
India must build more lines — it must —but
whether new lines alone will suffice. They will
not. India needs both major new transmission
and far better use of the network it already has.

Creating clean-energy superhighways
India can unlock the equivalent of nearly 1,000
GW of renewable energy far faster than building
new lines by tapping the vast potential of its
existing grid. Much of this potential is hidden in
plain sight. Four opportunities stand out.

Storage unlocks more from the same wires.
First, most renewable plants today use their
transmission connections only about 25% of the
time. For example, solar energy fills the
transmission line during the day, but the same
connection sits idle during evening peaks and at
night. It is a bit like a highway used only during
rush hour — busy for a few hours, empty the rest
of the day. Adding batteries at the same locations
allows power to be stored and delivered during
evening peaks and at night, raising utilisation two
to three times without new corridors or land.
This directly enables the equivalent of 400 GW of
additional clean energy.

Coal corridors can also carry clean power.
Second, power lines connected to coal-based

Amol Phadke

Faculty at the
Goldman School

of Public Policy at the
University of
California,

Berkeley, U.S.

Nikit Abhyankar

Faculty at the
Goldman School

of Public Policy at the
University of
California,

Berkeley, U.S.

The country’s
clean-energy
future depends
on faster,
smarter grid
expansion and
optimisation

power plants offer another major opportunity.
Many high-cost or old coal plants, totalling about
100 GW, operate at low output for long periods
despite having valuable transmission
connections. Locating solar and wind near these
stations allows clean power to use this underused
capacity whenever coal units are not fully loaded.
In many hours it is cheaper to transmit renewable
power than to run the coal plant, giving
developers access to scarce grid connection and
providing coal plant owners new revenue from
underutilised assets. This approach can enable
the equivalent of 100 GW of additional clean
energy.

Using existing substations. A third opportunity
sits at existing transmission substations. Many of
these locations can take on new grid connections,
letting more renewable projects plug straight into
the system. Coupling these nodes with batteries
can further support peak-demand supply and
help manage power flows. Nationally, this could
support around 100 GW of additional clean
energy.

Modern wires can carry double the power.
And fourth, much of India’s grid still uses older
wires or conductors that sag under heat and
restrict flow. Replacing them with
high-temperature, low-sag conductors —
manufactured domestically — can nearly double
transfer capacity on the same towers and
rights-of-way. It is like upgrading the engines on a
train so it can haul twice as many goods on the
same track — no new land, just better technology.
This added headroom allows reconductoring to
double the clean energy enabled by storage and
shared transmission connections — raising the
total potential to over 1,000 GW within the
current transmission footprint and effectively
transforming today’s corridors into clean-energy
superhighways.

A rapid path

Crucially, these solutions can be deployed within
months, not years. They require no new land for
transmission, minimal permitting, and far fewer
approvals than building new corridors. They can
relieve bottlenecks immediately, connect
stranded clean power, and let new renewable
projects advance while new lines catch up. They
also improve grid utilisation and lower the
average cost of using the grid.

New renewable energy projects will still
require significant land, but locating them near
coal plants, renewable energy hubs, or
substations — where some land and grid access
already exist — offers a practical, lower-conflict
pathway as suitable land becomes increasingly
difficult to secure.

India must build new transmission, but it must

build it smart. A new line built with advanced
conductors and designed to work with storage
can carry four to five times more clean power for
only a modest additional cost. And with India
planning a 40% expansion of its grid over the
next decade, costing well over $100 billion and
ranking among the world’s largest buildouts,
every kilometre must be future-proofed from the
start.

India will need both approaches. Upgrading
and optimising the existing grid offers the fastest
relief to today’s bottlenecks, while smarter,
higher-capacity new transmission infrastructure
will be essential to support the massive
renewable energy expansion required in the
coming decades.

The policy shifts that will determine success
India already enjoys structural advantages: a
unified national grid and a track record of adding
transmission capacity faster than many
developed countries. In the U.S. and parts of
Europe, the inability to connect low-cost
renewable energy to the grid has become the
most severe bottleneck in the energy transition.
As India accelerates renewable deployment, it
can avoid this trap through forward-looking
policy.

Three shifts matter most. First, India’s national
electricity regulator has already created enabling
rules that require solar plants to make better use
of their grid access by pairing with storage. This
approach now needs to be implemented and
expanded at the State level, with regulators and
utilities actively incorporating it into planning
and procurement decisions.

Second, regulation and procurement norms
should reward the use of advanced transmission
technologies that cost slightly more upfront but
deliver greater system-wide benefits over their
lifetime by expanding capacity without the need
for new corridors.

Third, the coordinated development of large
renewable energy zones and optimised
transmission corridors is essential to overcome
site-selection, planning, and timing challenges,
and to enable the efficient movement of vast
volumes of low-cost clean energy.

These measures will help India sustain its lead
in low-cost clean power at a time when industries
such as steel, aluminium, cement, data centres
and chemicals are increasingly demanding
reliable 24X7 electricity at predictable prices. The
path ahead is clear: build all the transmission
India can — and get far more out of every line.
The grid is no longer background infrastructure.
It is India’s next engine of growth, and a
cornerstone of a low-cost, high-productivity
future.

Moving from drone purchases to drone partnerships

drone procurement from domestic

manufacturers reinforces its commitment
to indigenous manufacturing and will boost the
country’s growing drone industry. It also signals a
shift from buying large, sophisticated platforms
such as fighter aircraft to smaller, cheaper and
more attritable systems. This shift also means
procurement practices will have to address the
challenges that come with the territory.

Long-term capital procurement that deals with

systems such as tanks and fighter jets, is likely to
struggle to keep pace with the rapid demand for
upgrades and modifications. The willingness to
spend money on these platforms is a good sign,
but the question now is whether procurement
systems will spend it well.

T he Indian government’s planned $2 billion

The economics of drones
Although public conversations about military
drones typically focus on large uncrewed combat
aerial vehicles (UCAVs) such as the MQ-9B Reaper
and the Bayraktar TB-2, recent conflicts have
exemplified the utility of smaller, cheaper drones.
These typically fall within the ‘micro’ and
‘nano’ drone categories, and are built to be
cost-effective. Both Iran’s use of drones against
the United States and Israel, and the use of
drones in the Russia-Ukraine war, have followed
this principle. Intercepting drones that are being
used to strike high-priced hardware, is typically
far more expensive than the drones themself. The
trend across recent wars has been to produce
vast numbers of cheap drones, and deploy them
in large numbers. Creative uses and modifications
of drones that were originally manufactured for
commercial use, have also served as an
inexpensive means to achieve military objectives.
Ukraine’s use of first-person-view (FPV) drones
that have been retrofitted with warheads has
made many headlines. Innovation in the defence
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drone sector is therefore closely linked to
innovation in civilian drone technology, creating
a need for more iterative and collaborative
research and development (R&D) processes. The
case of the Chinese drone industry demonstrates
the benefits of closer collaboration among
industry, academia and the military.

The challenge of drone relevance

The other unique aspect of procuring tactical
drones, is that the challenge lies not in acquiring
them, but in ensuring that they stay relevant. A
state-of-the-art fighter jet or tank bought in 2015 is
still relatively new today, and is reasonably
competitive. Tactical drones bought today can be
obsolete in as little as two to three years, as
enemy capabilities and threat environments
continue to evolve. Enemy electronic warfare
(EW) units can adapt their jammers to the signal
of a new drone in as little as six to eight weeks.

When Ukrainian engineers faced this issue, the
solution was not to procure new systems with
different communication links, but to replace
radio links with fibre-optic cables. Processes need
to be quick, and allow for rapid modifications and
upgrades without the constraint of red tape and
bureaucratic timelines.

Indian procurement frameworks have made
some good provisions in this direction, but there
is still scope for change. For instance, the draft
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) allows the
armed forces to procure commercial-off-the-shelf
(COTS) systems, enabling them to purchase
commercial drones wherever they can be
utilised. The DAP also has provisions to
streamline upgrades. The Defence Procurement
Manual (DPM) allows financial buffers for
unforeseen repairs and upgrade costs. These are
sensible moves.

The key shortcoming of current procurement
frameworks is that buyer-seller relationships

remain fundamentally transactional. The
underlying assumption is that once the
government identifies a requirement, it can issue
a tender and procure a product that meets it.

However, in a domain where technology
evolves rapidly, products require continuous
iteration and improvement.

Partnerships, not transactions

A more suitable model for tactical drone
procurement may resemble a managed service
contract rather than like purchasing hardware.

Much like large organisations that procure
computers with maintenance, software updates
and replacement support, the armed forces could
enter longer-term agreements with drone
manufacturers. Such contracts would provide
industry with demand predictability while
ensuring assured supply, upgrade pathways and
surge production capacity during conflicts. They
would also create a framework for continuous
improvements, including performance
enhancements and adaptations to evolving
electronic warfare threats. Most importantly, they
would foster closer collaboration between the
armed forces and industry in a domain where
technology changes rapidly and future
requirements are constantly evolving.

While Indian policy frameworks continue to
take steps in the right direction, perhaps
structural changes within these frameworks
could create an environment better suited to
keeping pace with the evolution of tactical
drones. India’s domestic drone industry has the
technical foundation to support a more
sophisticated procurement relationship. The $2
billion commitment is the clearest signal yet that
the political will exists. Translating that into the
right contractual architecture, one that prioritises
sustained capability over one-off delivery, is the
logical next step.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Access to messaging app
Banning or blocking
applications is not the way
forward. Strengthening
cybersecurity, plugging
loopholes and improving
preparedness should be the
priority. Is the government’s
fear that Telegram has
evolved into a “new dark
web” based on reality or on
far-fetched assumptions?
Telegram has existed for
more than a decade and
has not faced similar action
in most other countries.
Putting the platform itself
on trial cannot be a

sufficient justification for a
ban. Would the government
halt all financial
transactions simply because
they can be misused by
criminals?

Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

A truce with Iran

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s words — that he
would “go back to shooting
and dropping bombs” if he
dislikes how things unfold
— reveal how personal the
agreement with Iran really
is. Quiet, sustained

diplomacy, not theatrical
signings, will determine
whether this truce outlasts
the season.

A. Myilsami,

Coimbatore

New Chairman

My association with The
Hindu dates back to 1960.
The newspaper helped
shape my career in the
Railways and strengthened
my competitiveness in
public life. | have
maintained an unbroken
bond with this illustrious
publication throughout my

life, which has now entered
its eighth decade. I have
followed the developments
that have contributed to its
growth. The unanimous
appointment of Mr. N.
Murali, a veteran with vast
experience and deep
expertise in the publishing
industry, as the new
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of The Hindu
Group Publishing Private
Limited, is in keeping with
The Hindu’s rich tradition
and legacy.

N. Sadasivan Pillai,
Kollam, Kerala

As a reader for the past six
decades, | plead for
improving the quality of
news reporting, and to
monitor accuracy, fairness
and have balance without
any political support. | am
sure that the ‘ABCD’ of
newspapers — Accuracy,
Balance, Credibility,
Democracy — in its
presentation will be
continued under the new
Chairman’s guidance.

A.J. Rangarajan,

Chennai

Art and culture are

inseparable aspects of
human life. Since its
inception more than a
century ago, The Hindu has,
in keeping with its founding
principles, served as a
custodian of India’s art and
culture. Readers look
forward to positive changes
in its policies and a
renewed focus on art and
cultural issues.

V.P. Dhananjayan,
Chennai
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Census enumerators at Shashi Garden in the Mayur Vihar area in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The pressures of

counting India

Enumerators working on the Census are facing several challenges in the field, including heat, connectivity issues,

and safety concerns. Though the exercise is being conducted through a digital system designed for real-time

monitoring, field workers say conditions on the ground and supervisory instructions are affecting data

collection. Vijaita Singh reports on the challenges

very day for about a month, M. Soumi-
na, a government-school teacher, be-
gan her mornings by knocking on the
doors of apartments in a multi-storey
residential complex in East Delhi’s Mayur Vihar.

Although the school where she taught was
closed for the summer break, Soumina had her
task cut out for her after being appointed an en-
umerator for the ongoing Census. The exercise
relies on about 33 lakh government teachers and
other enumerators, who will spend nearly a year
surveying an estimated 1.4 billion Indians on
housing, amenities, and demographics.

For Soumina, the work meant spending hours
going door to door in a brutal Delhi summer,
with temperatures consistently hovering bet-
ween 40°C and 42°C. She surveyed 150 flats
spread across 17 apartment blocks and adminis-
tered a 33-question survey to each household
within 26 days.

“I was making those visits daily from May 19,”
said Soumina. “I had an app on my phone to re-
cord the data. Before asking the questions, the
households also have to be mapped and geo-
tagged on the app.”

Other than her smartphone, a black bag, a QR-
enabled identity card, and a white cap with the
Census logo to protect her from the heat, Soumi-
na’s companion during these visits was her hus-
band, who works in the production unit of a new-
spaper. She said she felt safer with him around.

Like Soumina, enumerators working on the
Census report facing several challenges in the
field, including heat, connectivity issues, and sa-
fety concerns. Though the exercise is being con-
ducted through a digital system designed for real-
time monitoring, field workers said conditions
on the ground and supervisory instructions are
affecting data collection. Many of them have also
flagged these issues on social media.

A massive exercise

The questions that enumerators asked are part of
the Houselisting and Housing Operations (HLO),
the first phase of the Population Census 2027.
The questionnaire was notified by the Registrar
General and Census Commissioner of India on Ja-
nuary 22.

The 2027 Census marks several firsts: it is In-
dia’s first fully digital Census, the first to collect
caste data, and the first to allow residents to self-
enumerate. The exercise was originally sche-
duled for 2021, but was postponed because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, India is conduct-
ing its population count six years later than the
decennial schedule, with governments continu-
ing to rely on 2011 Census data for policy plan-
ning and welfare programmes.

The HLO phase involves the collection of data
on housing conditions, household composition,
basic amenities, and assets to assess living stan-
dards. It captures information on the structure of
dwellings; access to water, sanitation, and ener-
gy, ownership of consumer goods, and the num-
ber of people living in a household. It also col-
lects residents’ mobile numbers for official
communication.

The HLO phase will lay the foundation for the
second phase of the Census — Population Enum-
eration — scheduled for February 2027. In La-
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dakh and the snow-bound regions of Uttarak-
hand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Himachal
Pradesh, both phases have been set a deadline of
September 30, 2026, due to weather constraints.

The second phase will enumerate caste and
collect other detailed individual-level data, in-
cluding religion. Each enumerator gets an hono-
rarium of 325,000 for completing the task. So far,
23 States and Union Territories have completed
the first phase.

Meeting strangers

With several occupants being working profes-
sionals, Soumina said it was difficult to get them
to answer questions during the day.

“Most residents leave for work around 8.30 in
the morning. So I visited homes between 7 and
7.30 with my husband. While some were accom-
modative, others asked us to come again later or
skip the exercise altogether,” she said.

If a house was locked, she would go back again
and again until she got the data, Soumina added.
“Sometimes the visit extended into the evening,
so I would again go with my husband.”

Like her, many female enumerators, mostly
government school teachers, said they asked
their husbands or other male members in their
families to accompany them during field visits.

Meenu Verma, a primary school teacher from
Rae Bareli, Uttar Pradesh, said that her husband
and brother-in-law helped her during the exer-
cise. “I was assigned 172 houses,” she said. “My
husband and I used to wake up at 4 in the morn-
ing and reach the assigned village by 7. From 7 to
about 11, we would find people in their homes,
but after noon, due to the heat, the entire village
would be deserted.”

She said they would then hesitate to knock on
doors. “Many of them had no awareness about
the Census, so we had to first explain it them. I
want to request the government to appoint en-
umerators in pairs. Or a male colleague should
accompany a female enumerator. Not everyone
is polite. And in villages, houses are spread afar,”
Verma said.

On May 21, a First Information Report (FIR)
was registered against a Delhi resident for alleg-
edly harassing a female Census enumerator
while she was on duty. On June 13, a Delhi court
convicted the accused, Sandeep Panwar, 43, for
the crime. Earlier, on April 25, a female Census
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enumerator was allegedly denied entry into an
apartment building in Bengaluru where an un-
identified individual allegedly used abusive lan-
guage against her, following which an FIR was re-
gistered against him.

Dinesh Kumar Dwivedi, a Hindi lecturer at a
government school, who was Soumina’s supervi-
sor, said six enumerators were reporting to him.
“Fetching data from slum clusters was easier
than seeking information from multi-storey
apartments,” he said.

In Haryana and Delhi, Census enumerators,
mostly government school teachers, complained
that they faced hostility and were denied entry
by residents of high-rise buildings and residents’
welfare associations (RWAs). The district admi-
nistration of Gurugram wrote letters to RWAs say-
ing that according to Section 8(2) of the Census
Act, 1948, every resident is “legally bound” to
answer Census-related questions to the best of
their knowledge or belief.

“The slum residents were hesitant initially,”
said Dwivedi, who collected data as an enumera-
tor during the 2011 Census. “They thought this
was an exercise to demolish the slums. When
they understood its purpose, they were more
than forthcoming. Some thought that participat-
ing in it would make them eligible for govern-
ment schemes. Many others came to us with doc-
uments, asking for help in applying for welfare
schemes.”

Dwivedi recalled that in 2011, the process was
tedious: all the data had to be noted down on
paper, which could get lost or damaged. He said
residents were reluctant to share information on
assets as they feared tax raids.

The digital divide

Beyond personal safety, the digital divide in India
has also affected fieldwork. In metros and towns
with better mobile connectivity, enumerators en-
tered data directly on their phones. Elsewhere,
they said they recorded details on paper or in no-
tebooks and uploaded them on the app after go-
ing back home.

According to the Comprehensive Modular Sur-
vey: Telecom, conducted from January to March
2025 as a part of the 80th round of the National
Sample Survey, 83.3 % of rural households and
91.6% of urban households had access to Inter-
net. The total number of households surveyed
was 34,950 (19,071 in rural areas and 15,879 in ur-
ban areas) and the total number of people was
1.42 lakh (82,573 in rural areas and 59,492 in ur-
ban areas). In the survey, a person was consi-
dered to have “used the internet” if they had ac-
cessed it at least once in the past three months.

“Connectivity is a huge issue, especially in ru-
ral areas. Once an enumerator has logged in, it is
difficult to make changes, and if the network is
poor, the data can get corrupted,” said an enum-
erator from U.P.

Enumerators use their own phones to collect
the data and have been asked not to delete the
apps during the enumeration phase. However,
they said the app crashes often.

On the Google Play Store, the Census 2027
Houselist App, which has more than 10 lakh
downloads, has a rating of 2.9. It can only be
downloaded by authorised users — enumerators,
supervisors, and charge officers. Of the 4,570 re-
views submitted, 2,054 users gave it a one-star
rating, while 1,735 rated it five stars.

Facing FIRs

On the outskirts of Delhi, in U.P.’s Noida, Sec-
tor-6, Indu Prakash Singh, charge officer, who
oversees the work of enumerators and supervi-
sors, set up a camp office at the Indira Gandhi
Cultural Centre to monitor Census-related work.
Officials with technical expertise were stationed
in a large hall, with computer screens placed on
desks arranged in a semicircle.

Singh’s job was to ensure the smooth conduct
of the exercise, which entailed surveying 2,309
house-listing blocks (HLBs), each comprising 150-
180 households with a population of 800-1,000.
The exercise ran from May 22 to June 20 in U.P.

Though Census activities are usually carried
out by government employees, in U.P., private-

school teachers were also enrolled to tide over
the shortage of government school teachers.

“The district administration in Noida issued
directions to engage teachers from private
schools for Census work,” Singh said.

“But some of them moved the Allahabad High
Court, which ruled in their favour, and 50% of
the 1,000 teachers who were trained backed out
at the last moment. We were forced to engage
NGOs and other private people for the task,” said
a government official in Noida.

In Maharashtra, over 500 private unaided and
minority schools moved the Bombay High Court
in May against notices, appointment orders, and
coercive steps such as FIRs issued against their
teaching and non-teaching staff for failing to re-
port for Census duties.

On May 22, the Court granted interim protec-
tion to the school associations and observed that
Section 4A of the Census Act applies only to “lo-
cal authorities” and prima facie the Census Act
and the Census Rules, 1990 do not impose any
statutory obligation on private unaided schools
to provide their staff as enumerators or
SUpervisors.

There have been several instances of enumer-
ators facing FIRs for not taking up the assigned
work. Though the total figures are difficult to as-
sess, at least two FIRs were filed in Haryana
against 10 enumerators, while a case each was
filed in Noida and Greater Noida against more
than 80 enumerators on June 3.

The National Crime Records Bureau reports
for 2010 and 2011, when the first and second
phases of the Census were last conducted, do not
mention any cases registered under the Census
Act.

Enumerators took to social media to flag issues
such as heat and connectivity problems. They al-
so reported witnessing stark income inequality,
and described pressure from superiors to edit da-
ta in the name of correcting discrepancies.

Editing data

Earlier, it often took months or even years to pro-
cess Census forms. Mobile apps have now ena-
bled real-time data monitoring through the Cen-
sus Management and Monitoring System (CMMS)
portal. Access to the data entered via the app is
available not only to enumerators, but also to su-
pervisors and charge officers. Enumerators said
they were asked to change data, particularly for
questions related to sanitation, electricity, and
LPG connection.

A school teacher in Delhi said during training,
for a question relating to “access to latrine”, they
were asked not to select the “no” option. This is
used as a category for households without access
to a latrine, and indicates open defecation. The
“Yes” option is further broken down into “Exclu-
sively for household use only (1),” “Shared with
other households (2),” and “Public latrine (3).”

“During training, we were told to fill in the da-
ta observed by us,” said an enumerator from Ra-
jasthan. “On the field, many residents in my en-
umeration block said they defecate in the open.
When I submitted the data, I was asked by my su-
pervisor to revisit the homes and revise the data
to show that the households had access to a la-
trine, even if a public toilet was anywhere in the
vicinity.”

Another enumerator from U.P. said they were
also asked to edit data on the main source of
drinking water. The options include tap water
from treated source/untreated source, well, hand
pump, tubewell/borehole, spring, river/canal,
tank/pond/lake, packaged/bottled water and oth-
er sources. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, one of
the flagship schemes of the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty government, nearly 81.97% households in In-
dia have tap water connection.

“When I filled untreated tap water as an op-
tion, the supervisor and the charge officers asked
me to change the entry to tap water from treated
source. What is the point of door-to-door enum-
eration then,” asked the enumerator.

The question on the availability of a kitchen
and LPG/PNG connection were also edited, the
enumerator added. “Even if the house has an
LPG connection in their name, they were using
cow dung cakes or wooden logs to cook as they
had not refilled the cylinders for several months.
If we mentioned firewood or charcoal as the res-
ponse, which is what we observed, we were
asked to change the entry to show that the main
fuel is LPG,” said an enumerator from Rajasthan.
According to the Press Information Bureau, na-
tional LPG coverage rose from 55.9% in April 2014
to 107.2% in April 2026. Consumers grew from
14.51 crore to 33.39 crore in the same period.

On June 2, the Director of Census Operations,
Rajasthan, wrote to all district functionaries say-
ing “during the analysis of field data collected so
far, some discrepancies have been noticed”.
Charge officers were instructed to “verify the
block-level data through the CMMS portal, in ac-
cordance with the actual field situation.”

Around 11 a.m. on June 12, Manish Kumar, a go-
vernment employee, went to a building in Noi-
da’s Sector-2. An open drain flowed on the side.
Several doors were locked since many of the oc-
cupants, largely migrants, were away at work. In
the courtyard of the three-storey building, a wo-
man was washing bedsheets in a corner using
two tubs of water. A man was taking a bath in a
narrow veranda outside his one-room accommo-
dation, which he shared with six other members
of the family.

Kumar knocked on each door to ensure that
every household was enumerated. The rooms
that were open mostly had women and children
inside. While some residents responded imme-
diately, others were suspicious of Kumar. He not-
ed down the details, stepped out of the building,
and then logged the information into the Census
app on his phone.

He said he would return in the evening and ov-
er the weekend to reach residents whose doors
were locked. “A household must be labelled va-
cant or locked only after multiple visits,” he said.

vijaita.singh@thehindu.co.in
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HC upholds Telegram
curbs amid NEET row

The court observed that the government had
specifically cited the circulation of purported ex-
amination papers, fraudulent activities targeting
students and the inability of existing measures to
curb recurring violations.

Accepting the Centre’s argument that repeated
attempts to tackle the problem through channel-
specific takedowns on Telegram had failed, the
court said, “The government’s measures are least
restrictive. It cannot be held that the order is
disproportionate.”

According to material placed before the go-
vernment, operators of fraudulent networks were
routinely creating mirror channels, backup
groups and successor accounts after enforcement
action, rendering targeted removals ineffective,
the court said. The judgment noted that authori-
ties had concluded that “nothing short of a plat-
form-level measure” would protect the integrity
of the examination during the critical period pre-
ceding the June 21 re-test.

Telegram had argued that it was being unfairly
singled out while other social media platforms
continued to operate. The company told the court
that it had cooperated with authorities, removed
flagged content within hours, and had taken
down over 900 links related to unlawful NEET
content using a combination of artificial intelli-
gence tools and manual moderation.

However, the court held that the emergent cir-
cumstances surrounding the NEET-UG controver-
sy justified the government’s intervention and
that the temporary restrictions were proportion-
ate to the objective of preventing misinformation
and criminal activity.

Walking on footpath is a
fundamental right: SC

“It is the simplest of the human activity, inextric-
ably connected to life,” the court said.

The court said the Constitution recognised and
guaranteed walking as a fundamental right in its
words, “All citizens shall have the right... to move
freely throughout the territory of India”.

But over the years, demands of economy, trade
and rapid urbanisation have relegated walking to
an inconvenience. Moving on wheels have
eclipsed human imagination. Governments and
local bodies paralleled wide roads and express-
ways to growth, busily building motorways while
leaving little space for the essential pleasure of
walking, the court said.

“It could also be elitism to start with, for ma-
chines with wheels were only for the rich, but as
economies progressed and cheaper motor vehi-
cles were introduced, the entire spectrum of mo-
torised transportation dominated the roads,
pushed aside the walkers to the extent that they
are treated as a nuisance for the drivers who rou-
tinely run over the walkers and their footpaths.
This should stop from now on as we declare the
fundamental right to walk on demarcated foot-
paths alongside motorised roads,” the top court
said.

“Walking is a struggle for the not-so-fortunate,
meditation in motion for many, resistance for oth-
ers, discovery for the inquisitive, a cohesive strate-
gy for sharp socio-political minds. It certainly did
inspire and ignite some of the ideals of the free-
dom struggle... In that sense, walking is not just
motion, it certainly embodies expressional, con-
gregational and associational rights under Article
19(1)(a), Article 19(1)(b) and Article 19 (1)(c),” Jus-
tice Narasimha said.

“How much does it take to create a well-demar-
cated footpath wherever a road exists? All that the
fundamental right to walk demands is a comforta-
ble space for an easy and carefree walk. Should
this not be the minimum of the minimum duty
that a municipal authority owes to the citizens,”
the court asked the government.

The court found that the parent was entitled to
compensation of over 11 lakh.

T.N. Assembly opposes
Mekedatu project

The resolution urged the Union government not
to grant any form of approval, including technical
and environmental clearances, to the Mekedatu
project. The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal and
the Supreme Court have observed that the Cauv-
ery basin is a deficit basin, and the total available
water in the basin has already been apportioned
among the basin States. Hence, no new project
can be undertaken in the Cauvery basin, nor can
any additional quantity of water be utilised, it
said.

“The Cauvery issue is a highly sensitive matter
between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka,” the resolu-
tion said. It urged the Centre to advise the Karna-
taka government not to build a dam or any new
water storage project at Mekedatu or any location
in the Cauvery basin without the approval of the
other basin States and without the approval of the
Union government.

“As requested in the Tamil Nadu government’s
letter on March 4, 2026, this House urges the Un-
ion government to constitute a new tribunal un-
der Section 4 of the Inter-State River Water Dis-
putes Act, 1956,” the resolution read.

The resolution also urged the Central Water
Commission (CWC) not to examine, process, or
grant approval to the detailed project report sub-
mitted by the Karnataka government.

CM
K

Police, probe agencies get app
to scan fingerprints on the go

Abhigyan app will let police verify thumb impressions collected on portable scanners against

NAFIS database within seconds; this will strengthen ground-level policing, says Home Minister

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

olice and investi-
P gating  agencies
across the country

will soon be equipped with
portable fingerprint scan-
ners linked to a national
database of 1.3 crore crimi-
nal suspects and convicts,
letting them stop indivi-
duals anywhere, even on
the streets, to collect
thumb impressions and in-
stantly check for any pend-
ing criminal records on
their smartphones.

Abhigyan, an app deve-
loped by the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) to implement the
procedure, was launched
by Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday.

The app links to the Na-
tional Automated Finger-
print Identification System
(NAFIS), which stores fin-
gerprint scans of accused,
convicts, and those in pri-
sons. A demonstration of
the app showed that prints
can be matched with the
NAFIS database in 35
seconds.

Routine checks

“During routine vehicle
checks on the streets, bio-
metric scans of any suspi-
cious individual can be

Data patrol: The app enables field police personnel to access a vast

repository of criminal records directly on their smartphones. PTI

conducted to identify per-
sons wanted in connection
with crimes. Field officers
can get the criminal histo-
ry of the suspect in few se-
conds. This will provide
protection to the police as
they will be alerted of the
presence of a hardened cri-
minal,” the demonstration
stated.

An NCRB official told
The Hindu that the Crimi-
nal Procedure Identifica-
tion Act, 2022 provides the
legal basis for such checks.
However, Section 3 of the
Act seems to limit the man-
datory recording of mea-
surements, including fin-
gerprints, to people who
have been convicted or ar-
rested, and those ordered
to give security for good
behaviour or maintaining
peace under the Code of

Criminal Procedure, 1973.
The Act does not mention
the possibility of random
testing of individuals with-
out any evidence linking
them to a punishable
offence.

At present, the facility to
check fingerprints against
the NAFIS database is only
available through 1,556
workstations deployed at
police stations and district
headquarters across the
country. The current pro-
cess involves bringing an
individual to the worksta-
tion to match his or her fin-
gerprints with the
database.

Mr. Shah said that the
app enables field police
personnel to access a vast
repository of criminal re-
cords directly on their
smartphones.  “Secured

with two-step authentica-
tion, it allows real-time fin-
gerprint identification
within seconds, streng-
thening ground-level polic-
ing. Equipped with fea-
tures such as fast
identification, portability,
and access to millions of
records, ‘Abhigyan’ is a
highly powerful tool,” the
minister said.

NAFIS should not be
used merely to identify of-
fenders, he said, noting
that its effectiveness de-
pends on continuously en-
riching the database by
uploading fingerprints col-
lected from every crime
scene, Mr. Shah said.

Focus on prosecution
He said that continued em-
phasis must be placed not
only on apprehending of-
fenders but also on ensur-
ing that crimes are proven
in a time-bound manner.
The focus should not be li-
mited merely to the arrest
of criminals but on time-
bound justice, he added.

The Home Minister said
that training modules
should incorporate the art
of drafting concise char-
gesheets, along with the
precise processes of col-
lecting, preserving, and
uploading scientific evi-
dence.

SC refuses urgent
hearing on plea to
defer NEET retest

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

For the second time this
week, the Supreme Court
on Friday declined to grant
an urgent hearing to a peti-
tion challenging the Na-
tional Testing Agency’s
(NTA) decision to conduct
the NEET-UG 2026 exami-
nation once again for near-
ly 22 lakh candidates.

The medical entrance
examination, originally
held on May 3, was can-
celled nationwide on May
12 following allegations of a
question paper leak. The
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) subsequently
launched a probe, and a
retest has been scheduled
for June 21. “We will not en-
tertain any request for ur-
gent hearing,” a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant said,
while hearing a plea by 11
aspirants who claimed to
be experiencing height-
ened stress in the wake of
allegations about the ret-
est, and the limited time
available for preparation.

‘Severe stress’

Appearing for the petition-
ers, advocate Adeel Ahmed
clarified that the students
were not opposed to the
retest itself, but were deep-
ly concerned by the recent
developments. “Candi-

Bench had earlier
termed cancellation
of NEET-UG as ‘very
traumatic’ for
students

dates are under severe
stress and anxiety. There
are rumours of a paper
leak affecting the integrity
of the re-NEET exam as
well,” he submitted, ad-
ding that students had also
expressed concerns over
the limited preparation
time available.

The Chief Justice re-
fused to entertain the peti-
tion, observing that the pe-
tition would come for
hearing before a Bench led
by Justice P.S. Narasimha.
However, Justice Narasim-
ha’s Bench is scheduled to
hear the case only after the
Supreme Court resumes
regular sittings on July 13,
effectively rendering the
plea infructuous.

The petition argued that
the decision to hold a fresh
test within a short span of
time had heightened un-
certainty and anxiety
among aspirants.

Earlier, the Bench led by
Justice Narasimha had
raised serious concerns ov-
er the cancellation of the
examination , describing
the development as “very
traumatic”.

Pakistan is an example
of a ‘Frankenstein
state’, India says at UN

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India has slammed Pakis-
tan at the United Nations,
calling it a “Frankenstein
state” that gets shocked
when its “own monster
bites back”, as it accused
Islamabad of “hosting,
training and deploying”
terrorists.

The remarks were made
by Anupama Singh, First
Secretary at India's Perma-
nent Mission to the United
Nations, on Wednesday, af-
ter Pakistan and the Organ-
isation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) raised the issue
of Jammu & Kashmir dur-
ing the Interactive Dia-
logue on the UN High Com-

missioner’s annual report.
“We categorically reject
the baseless and malicious
allegations made by Pakis-
tan,” Ms. Singh said. “This
is the country with a sitting
Defence Minister who
boasts of hosting, training,
and deploying terrorists as
state policy, and yet Pakis-
tan calls itself a victim of
terrorism.”

“It (Pakistan) is a living
example of a Frankenstein
state, which is shocked
when its own monster
bites back,” she added.

She also said that “de-
nial of basic freedoms has
brought matters to a point
where even demands for
rights and dignity are met
with bullets and brutality.”

Extraordinary level of opacity, says
Congress leader on Nicobar project

acob Kosh;
NEW DELHI

Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Jairam Ramesh on Friday
termed Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav’s
latest defence of the Great
Nicobar Island Project “dis-
appointing and unsatisfac-
tory.” He charged the Mi-
nistry of an “extraordinary
level of non-transparency”
in withholding reports,
studies and plans on the
project’s  environmental
safeguards.

Mr. Ramesh was reply-
ing to a letter from Mr. Ya-
dav dated June 13, which
was itself a response to the
Congress leader’s commu-
nication of June 3. The ex-
change is the latest in a sus-

Jairam Ramesh

tained correspondence
stretching back well over a
year, in which Mr. Ramesh
has repeatedly challenged
the adequacy of the pro-
ject’s environmental im-
pact assessments and the
secrecy around the High-
Powered Committee (HPC)
report on the proposed

transshipment port’s coas-
tal regulation status.

Mr. Yadav’s June 13 reply
leaned heavily on the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT). On February 16,
2026, an NGT bench
cleared the way for the
project, holding that “con-
sidering the strategic im-
portance” of it and “other
relevant considerations,” it
found “no good ground to
interfere.”

The ¥81,000-crore pro-
ject is expected to involve
the felling of close to a mil-
lion trees and construction
on a leatherback turtle
nesting site, drawing sus-
tained criticism over its ec-
ological footprint and the
rights of the Shompen, a
particularly vulnerable tri-

bal group. Mr. Ramesh said
that the environmental im-
pact assessments were
“demonstrably inadequate
and fall woefully short of
guidelines” set by the Mi-
nistry itself.

Six-monthly compliance
reports, he noted, had not
been published since
March 2024, while conser-
vation and mitigation plans
by bodies including the
Wildlife Institute of India
and the Zoological Survey
of India remained
unavailable.

The strategic rationale
was no justification for
opacity as everything that
he sought “in no way
comes in the way of fulfill-
ing so-called strategic ob-
jectives”, Mr. Ramesh said.

SC directs
tribunal to
hear lawyer’s
pleain SIR row

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed an appellate
tribunal to expeditiously
decide the appeal filed by a
75-year-old advocate chal-
lenging the deletion of his
name from the electoral
rolls following the special
intensive revision exercise
in West Bengal.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice V. Mohana
was hearing a plea filed by
Yean Ali, a Murshidabad-
based lawyer who has
been practising for nearly
five decades.

The Bench noted that a
panel of former judges was
already in place to handle
electoral roll deletion dis-
putes and said the petition-
er should seek relief there.

Taking the plea into
consideration, the Bench
directed the concerned ap-
pellate tribunal to decide
his appeal preferably with-
in two months.

A nation capable of meeting
its defence needs can move
forward confidently: Rajnath

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

A nation capable of meet-
ing its own requirements
moves forward with the
greatest confidence to-
wards safeguarding its in-
terests, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Fri-
day, while laying the foun-
dation stone for a state-of-
the-art, 10,000-tonne alu-
minium extrusion press at
Ordnance Factory Ambaj-
hari (OFA), Nagpur,
Maharashtra.

The project, being esta-
blished at Yantra India Li-
mited’s OFA unit, is aimed
at strengthening India’s in-
digenous manufacturing
capabilities in critical sec-
tors such as defence, aeros-
pace, missiles, railways
and aviation. Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis was also present
at the Bhoomi Pujan cere-
mony.

Describing the facility as
a symbol of India’s transi-

Rajnath Singh and Devendra Fadnavis during the foundation laying
ceremony of the extrusion press at the OFA, Nagpur on Friday. ANI

tion from import depen-
dence to self-reliance, Mr.
Singh said securing critical
industrial capabilities with-
in the country had become
imperative in the current
geopolitical environment.
Mr. Singh emphasised
that modern fighter air-
craft, missiles and space
programmes require light-

weight yet high-strength
materials capable of per-
forming under extreme
conditions.

Referring to the role of
indigenous equipment
during Operation Sindoor,
he highlighted the growing
importance of domestic
manufacturing in enhanc-
ing national security.

Palestine envoy seeks
medical assistance
for Gaza, West Bank

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The Palestinian Authority
has called upon the Union
government and Indian hu-
manitarian organisations
to act “urgently” and help
the Palestinian healthcare
sector overcome the “state
of collapse” it is currently
in, following nearly three
years of military campaign
by Israel.

Citing the “Aarogya Mai-
tri” project of the Govern-
ment of India, the Ambas-
sador of Palestine,
Abdullah M. Abu Shawesh,
in a press conference on
Friday, said the project
should be extended to the
Palestinian health sector
that is facing a “catastroph-
ic” situation. “Recently, the
Honourable Prime Minister
of India Narendra Modi an-
nounced the ‘Aarogya Mai-
tri’ project, where he

pledged, and I quote his
words, “Under this project,
India will provide essential
medical supplies to any de-

veloping country affected
by natural disaster or hu-
manitarian crises,” said Mr.
Abu Shawesh, seeking help
for the Palestinian people
in both Gaza Strip and West
Bank.

He said the Palestinian
Ministry of Health current-
ly needs to provide approx-
imately 520 essential medi-
cines to hospitals, but
almost 180 of these drugs
are “completely unavaila-
ble”. “Furthermore, out of
97 medicines specialised
for cancer and tumour
treatment, 50 are currently
at zero stock levels, placing
nearly 4,000 cancer pa-
tients at immediate risk,”
he said.
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meroe Rebel Trinamool MPs must Sena (UBT) MP says no
awaress e disqualified: Abhishek other option; points to lack

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Almost six weeks after fac-
ing defeat in the West Ben-
gal Assembly election, de-
sertions, resignations, and
arrests of Trinamool Con-
gress leaders continue in
the State. On Friday, form-
er West Bengal Minister
Jyoti Priya Mallick, once
known to be close to party
chairperson Mamata Ba-
nerjee, resigned from the
party, citing his failing
health.

Another Trinamool
leader, Narendranath
Chakraborty, resigned

from the post of district
president of the party in
Paschim Bardhaman dis-
trict. Mr. Chakraborty
wrote a letter to Trinamool
State president informing
her about his resignation
due to failing health.

Gautam Deb, another
close confidant of Ms. Ba-
nerjee and a prominent
leader of north Bengal, re-
signed as the Mayor of Sili-
guri Municipal Corpora-
tion.

Meanwhile, former Ta-
rakeswar MLA and Trina-
mool leader Ramendu Sin-
haroy was arrested by West
Bengal Police in Karnataka.
According to the police, he
was evading authorities
due to multiple allegations.

Party leader urges Lok Sabha Speaker to decide on its disqualification petition at the earliest; he

accuses the MPs of disrespecting the Constitution and betraying the mandate of the people

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

rinamool Congress
T leader and national

general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee on Fri-
day said the 20 Lok Sabha
MPs elected on the party’s
ticket in the 2024 general
election, who have now
declared a merger with the
little-known Nationalist Ci-
tizens Party of India
(NCPI), are liable for dis-
qualification under the an-
ti-defection law.

Mr. Banerjee said the
party submitted all rele-
vant Supreme Court judg-
ments concerning the
Tenth Schedule of the Con-
stitution to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and
urged him to rule on the
disqualification petition at
the earliest.

“We presented all Su-
preme Court judgments
concerning the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion to the Speaker. All cas-
es are against them (the re-
bel group). They are
claiming to be a separate
group, they want one of
them to be elected the Lok
Sabha leader of NCPI,
Chief Whip and so on. This

- 1 i

Seeking action: Trinamool Congress leaders Kalyan Banerjee, Abhishek Banerjee, Mahua Moitra leave
after meeting Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, at the Parliament House complex, in New Delhi on Friday. PTI

isn’t possible. They have to
be disqualified,” he said.

Mr. Banerjee said the
Constitution clearly man-
dates that at least two-
thirds of the political party,
and not just the legislature
party, must agree to a
merger for it to be consi-
dered valid.

“We have left it to the
judgment of the Speaker.
Mr. Birla told us that he will
call the 20 rebel MPs for a
hearing and then come
back to us. I hope the Lok
Sabha Speaker works on a
constitutional basis and
does not smother the Con-
stitution,” he said.

Mr. Banerjee accused
the 20 MPs of “disrespect-
ing” the Constitution and
betraying the mandate of
the people. “They claim
they have a problem with
the Trinamool Congress,
so then why not vacate the
seats? If you have political
integrity, let there be an
election; they can contest
on the BJP ticket or NCPI
ticket and let the public de-
cide,” he said.

He alleged that external
pressure and inducement
were behind the decision
of the 20 MPs. “Someone is
worried about ED, some-
one about CBI, someone is

getting money, some are
giving in to intimidation. I
have concrete proof about
this. If any of them feel of-
fended by my remarks,
they should file a case
against me. I will prove itin
a court of law,” he said.

He said that in the past
month and a half, he had
been summoned five
times. “Thrice I have gone
to CID, twice my house has
been raided,” he said.

On the contrary, the se-
curity cover for the 20 MPs
has been enhanced by a
government “that runs
bulldozers on people”, he
added.

of funds for development

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Omraje Nimbalkar, the
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP specu-
lated to be among a group
of six breakaway MPs plan-
ning to form a separate
bloc, broke his silence on
Friday.

Speaking to The Hindu
from Pune, the Lok Sabha
member from Dharashiv
said he felt torn and did
not think he had been left
with any other alternative.
On whether he had already
formed a separate group,
he said he would speak
about it only on Sunday or
Monday.

On whether he was slat-
ed to meet Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena chief Eknath
Shinde, he replied in the
negative. He said he would
decide on his future course
of action only after speak-
ing with the people in his
constituency.

“Let the verdict in my
father’s murder come... I
am seeking justice for my
father... The CBI has done
a good job. The trial went
well. It is a very emotional
point for us. My father was
murdered. And I seek jus-
tice,” he told The Hindu.

Mr. Nimbalkar’s father,

Omprakash Nimalkar

Congress leader Pawanraje
Nimbalkar, was shot dead
in 2006 by alleged contract
killers. A special CBI court
in Mumbai will pronounce
its judgment in the murder
case on Saturday.

Key case

The case, which has seen a
trial lasting 15 years, alleg-
es that former Nationalist
Congress Party MP Padam-
sinh Patil orchestrated the
murder of Pawanraje Nim-
balkar using contract kill-
ers. Mr. Patil is the elder
brother of Maharashtra De-
puty Chief Minister Sune-
tra Pawar.

When Mr. Nimbalkar
was asked if his decision to
switch over depended on
the court verdict, he said:
“No. I am waiting for the
verdict, but my decision
will not depend on that.”

Hinting that he was be-

ing forced to move out of
the Shiv Sena (UBT), he
said it had become difficult
to function effectively due
to the lack of funds.

“We [our party] could
not win any Nagar Pan-
chayat or Nagar Samiti
elections. Don’t even ask
about Zilla Parishad... In
Dharashiv, my candidate
was relegated to the third
position. After being availa-
ble for the people in the
constituency, after work-
ing for them for 24 hours, if
this is what people want,
then they want only those
who are in power,” he
claimed.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the alleged back-
lash and the increase in se-
curity, Mr. Nimbalkar said
he was a “people’s per-
son”. “There is no fear of
backlash. I will go to my
own people. I feel bad that
I don’t get funds for the de-
velopment of my own peo-
ple. I am opposed when I
want to get my people’s
work done. Are you stop-
ping me because I am in
Opposition?  All  these
things are impacting me in
the elections. My people
expect me to deliver, and I
am unable to work for
them. What alternative am
I left with?” he asked.

Parliamentary panel seeks
clarity from govt. on future
engagement with Pakistan

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Days after RSS leaders ad-
vocated keeping the win-
dow open for “people-to-
people” ties with Pakistan,
members of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on External Affairs on Fri-
day questioned Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri and
other officials on whether
the government is consi-
dering such a step.

Ministry officials said
Track-II diplomacy by non-
governmental groups has
continued with Pakistan,
though they did not ex-
press confidence in it hav-
ing any significant impact
on changing Pakistan’s
stance.

The meeting was con-
vened to brief the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on External Affairs,
headed by senior Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor, be-
fore the panel’s study tour
to Jammu, Srinagar, and
Leh from June 22 to 25.

According to sources,
several questions were
raised on future engage-
ment with Pakistan, in-
cluding whether Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi

Vikram Misri in New Delhi. PTI

would attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit slated to be
held in Pakistan next year.
The Ministry did not give a
clear reply, saying it is too
early to take a call.
Specifically, after go-
vernment-to-government
talks between the two
countries made little head-
way, questions were raised
on whether the Modi go-
vernment is open to en-
couraging people-to-peo-
ple ties. According to
sources, the External Af-
fairs Ministry said the go-
vernment desires “normal
neighbourly relations” but
emphasised that this has to
“happen in an atmosphere
free of violence and terro-

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor interacts with Foreign Secretary

rist activity”.

The Ministry also point-
ed out that 4,600 Indian
pilgrims have visited Pakis-
tan this year. The diplo-
matic mission, along with
weekly telephone calls bet-
ween Directors General of
Military Operations
(DGMOs) across the Line of
Control, has continued, of-
ficials said. The ceasefire
has also largely held, a Mi-
nistry official added.

On China, External Af-
fairs Ministry officials, ac-
cording to sources,
stressed that people-to-pe-
ople ties are strengthen-
ing. More visas are expect-
ed to be issued this year for
the Kailash Mansarovar Ya-
tra.

Attempt to
tarnish image:
CPI(ML) on
‘cross-voting’

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Libera-
tion general secretary Di-
pankar Bhattacharya on
Friday wrote to Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge protesting against
the allegations of cross-vot-
ing levelled against the par-
ty following the Rajya Sab-
ha elections in Jharkhand.

“I write to you to ex-
press our protest against
the malicious propaganda
against our MLAs and the
attempted tarnishing of
our party’s image,” he said,
adding that his party was a
committed constituent of
the INDIA bloc.

Uddhav ofters to step down while
Shinde hints at more defections

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

In an emotional appeal to
his party leaders and
cadres on the 60™ founda-
tion day of the united Shiv
Sena on Friday, Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thack-
eray offered to step down
as the party’s president if
they believed in the allega-
tions levelled against him
by the defected
parliamentarians.

He also called for start-
ing ‘Operation Lotus’ in
response to ‘Operation Tig-
er’ allegedly carried out by
the Shiv Sena to lure six of
its nine Lok Sabha MPs into
its fold. Mr. Thackeray also
refuted allegations that his
party was likely to merge

Uddhav Thackeray
with the Congress.
Targeting the BJP for
“dirty politics”, he said
that Gen Z, which was be-
ing termed as “cockroach-
es”, would bring about a
change in the country. He
hit out at the party for us-
ing 2.5 lakh paramilitary
forces in West Bengal “to
defeat a woman”. “The BJP
is moving from ‘One Na-

tion, One Election’, to ‘One
Nation, No Election’,” he
said. “We will have to do
Operation Lotus. The way
politics of this country is
being conducted, people’s
faith in democracy is erod-
ing. This is a threat to de-
mocracy. The way we are
going currently, we are
moving towards anarchy,”
he said.

Taking a dig at the MPs
who have allegedly defect-
ed, he said that his party
did not merge with the BJP
despite being with them
for 30 years. “And those
who are leaving say that
they feared we will merge
with the Congress,” he said
while speaking to party
cadre at Mumbai’s Shan-
mukhanand Hall. He was

accompanied by his son
Aaditya Thackeray, wife
Rashmi Thackeray, party
MPs, and MLAs.

Meanwhile, during the
foundation day event at
NESCO Ground, Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena leader Ek-
nath Shinde hinted at more
defections. Without refer-
ring to ‘Operation Tiger’,
he said that the public “has
only seen a trailer, and that
the movie was yet to be
screened”.

“Balasaheb Thackeray’s
true heirs are my Shiv Sai-
niks. Succession is not de-
termined by blood rela-
tions but by ideology. Shiv
Sena is not a piece of land;
it is the ideology of millions
of people,” he said.
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IDCO website.
4001/165/2627

idco
Your power to grow

1S0 9001 & 14001 Corporation
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (CIVIL), IDCO, IDCO TOWER, BHUBANESWAR
Bid Identification No.Civil/EST/09/2026-27 : TCN No.15374, Dt.30/05/2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER UNDER NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

. Name of the Work : Construction of Block level Stadium (with Indoor Hall) in Bonai Block under
Sundargarh District.

Value of the Work : Rs.1292.06 lakhs

Period of completion : 12 (Twelve) Calendar Months

Availability of tender online for Bidding :

Start Date : 18:00 Hours of dt.24.06.2026

ii. End Date : 17:00 Hours of dt.09.07.2026

iii. Opening date : 11.30 Hours of dt.10.07.2026.

Tender details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: www.tendersorissa.gov.in. Corrigendum or

Addendum if any will not be published in newspapers and can be seen in e-procurement portal as well as in

Chief General Manager (Civil), IDCO, Bhubaneswar
OIPR-4001/4075/1/26-27/0053 ud

@DISHA

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

porae faore uiférepenT, rotee

Srszoren dhor, Rufer awdow, 3OWAE, Email ;- ajmerada@gmail.com,

Website :- www.rajasthan.gov.in/ada, Tel.No. :- 0145-2627748-2627749

HaNID - 3@111/11.2Iﬁ?§7:‘ﬁ3ﬂ/2025-27/m 22828279
E-TENDER - 11/2026-27

e - 12/06/2026

departmental website.

|Raj.samwad/C/26/5117

Bids for various work amounting Rs. 3024-68 Lacs are invited from interested
bidders for upto 09.07.2026 , 6:00 pm. Other particulars of the bid may be
visited on procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) &
(http://sppp.raj.nic.in) http://www.urban.rajasthan.gov.in/ada

UBN No.:AJD2627WLOB00062 - 00063

Executive Engineer

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

a- RAY/2026-27

Dated:17.06.2026

(THROUGH KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)
The Karnataka Slum Development Board (KSDB), Bengaluru invites lumpsum tenders
through KPP Portal for Construction of 127(G+1) Dus at Halahally Sy.no.14 & 16 and
behind Kalikamba Temple in Mandya City under RAY scheme Using Fast Track
Construction Technology (Design, Build and Transfer (DBT) basis from eligible Registered
Class | and above Contractors (2nd Call).

Calendar of Events

Date and Time for Pre-Bid Conference

24.06.2026 at 11:00 AM

(2nd Call)
(TWO COVER SYSTEM)

Last date and time for receipt of Tender Documents | 03.07.2026 at 05:30 PM

(Qualification Information)

Time and Date of Opening of Tender Documents

06.07.2026 at 11:00 AM

Documents

Place of Receiving and Opening of Tender

Office of the Chief Engineer, Karnataka Slum Development
Board, #55, 1st Floor Abhaya Complex, Risaldar Street
Sheshadripuram, Bengaluru-560020, Phone: +91-80-
23564651, 23462436. Email id: Ksdbce@ gmail.com

Website :https://ksdb. karnataka.gov.in

Time and Date of Opening of Financial Bid

Time and Date will be Intimated for the eligible bidders

Tender Documents,

schedule,

DIPR/CP/JA/1250/2026-27

If there are any changes to the above natification, it will be published in e-procurement portal only.
specifications are available on the website:
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in Tender form fees & EMD details are available on the kpp portal.
EMD and tender processing fees shall be paid using E-Procurement payment modes only. Tender
application must be accompanied by earnest money deposit specified for the works and shall
have to be valid for 45 days beyond the validity of tender date.

Sd/l- Commissioner,
Karnataka Slum Development Board, Bangalore

CM
K

WATER CORPORATION OF ODISHA
@ OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
GROUND FLOOR, UNNATI BHAWAN, HOUSING BOARD COLONY,
SATYANAGAR, BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA -751007 Telefax: +91-674-2391444
e-mail: mdwatcoodisha@gmail.com / watcoodisha@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING BID

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT

for Operation & Maintenance.

Bid Identification No. WATCO (W)-07/2026-27, Dt.12.06.2026

No. 5761/ Date: 12.06.2026 [ File No.WAT- 3051/2026-27 ]
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR

The Managing Director, WATCO, Bhubaneswar under the administrative control of Housing & Urban
Development Department, Government of Odisha (the "Client/Authority") is engaged in the Execution,
Operation & Maintenance of Water Supply Projects for different ULBs in the State of Odisha and, as part of this
endeavor, Govt. of Odisha has decided to undertake "following Work (the "Project") under EPC Contract
(Engineering, Procurement & Construction) basis, and has decided to carry out the bid process for
selection of the eligible contractor to whom the Project may be awarded eventually for Construction as well as

MW/W

No Tender ID

KmmL g The Kerala Minerals & Metals Ltd
==—=—==I"" Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam, Kollam,-691583
Phone : +91-476-2651215 t0 217, E-mail : md@kmml.com

For more details, please visit E- Tendering Portal https://etenders kerala.gov.in.or www.kmml.com

ltems

.|12026_KMML_856568_1

Fabrication and Supply of Reactor Cooling Tubes

2026_KMML_856585_1| Supply and commissioning assistance of LPG Vaporizer

2026_KMML_856295 1| Fabrication & Supply of Recycle Gas Cooler

2026_KMML_856239_1 | Fabrication & Supply of Heavy Ends Condenser

Plant

2026_KMML_855614_1 [ Supply and Installation of 150M3/HR Automated DM

2026_KMML_856450_1

Supply of Brick Acid Resistant

2026 KMML 856630 1| Supply of Jumbo Bag 1000 Kg capacity

ol@[N[ o] a[r|e]m

2026_KMML_856625_1 | Supply of Chicken meat

2026_KMML_856417_1

Appointment of C & F agents

Chavara. 19.06.2026 Sd/, Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and MelalsLtdl

Sl Bid Indicative Total | Construction
No Name of the Project Identification | Project Cost Period
No. (Rs.in Lakh)

1. | Construction of 5 Nos of branch storm water
drain (Box Drain) namely Drain No.3L, 3R, 4R, v.vgl;;)gegg) 39502.48 (T:i(r)t )
5R & 6R of MSWC-1 of Cuttack Municipal Y
corporation on EPC Contract (Engineering, Months
Procurement & Construction) basis.

Officer Inviting RFP.

13001/906/2627
——

The complete RFP document can be viewed/downloaded from e-procurement portal of the State Government
https://itendersodisha.gov.in from 22.06.2026 (11.00 Hrs. IST) to 31.07.2026 (17.00 Hrs. IST). RFP must
be submitted online. RFP through any other mode shall not be entertained.
Name & Address ofthe : The Managing Director, WATCO, Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan, Satyanagar,
Bhubaneswar-751 007, Dist. Khordha, Odisha, India. Phone #+91-674-2391444.

dich.

Email:

ra@gmail.

disha@gmail.
Interested bidders may download the Request for Proposal Documents (the "RFP" document) from the
above website to see further details for participation in the online bidding

OIPR-13001/13263/1/26-27/0007 o

remain unchanged

+5% UTKAL UNIVERSITY
= VANI VIHAR, BHUBANESWAR,
ODISHA, PIN -751004

No. Estt.l/1041-C{Vol-IV)/6800/2026
In continuation of this Advertisement No.: 5791, Dated: 18.05.2026 for
the Post of Assistant Professor, No.: 5792, Daled: 18.05.2026 for the
Post of Associate Protessor and Mo.: 5793, Dated: 18.05.2026 for the
Post of Professor, the closing date for online submission of application
form in HIMS portal is hereby extended from 20.06.2026 to 29.06.2026.
Accordingly, the closing date of receiving the hard copy of the
application along with required documents through Speed Post is
extended from 29.06.2026 to 10.07.2026.

All other terms and conditions mentioned in the above Advertisements

By Orders of the Vice Chancellor

Dated: 18.06.2026

Sd/- Registrar, Utkal University

A ND-NDE
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3 indigenous naval vessels to

be launched by PM tomorrow

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will commission
three indigenously-built Indian Navy frontline
platforms — Dunagiri, Sanshodhak and Agray — at
a landmark ceremony at Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port in Kolkata on Sunday, marking a
significant boost to India’s maritime capabilities
and indigenous shipbuilding programme.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the three
vessels, designed by the Indian Navy’s Warship
Design Bureau and built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata,
represent critical capabilities across maritime
combat, hydrographic surveying and
anti-submarine warfare. The three platforms
have indigenous content exceeding 75%.

Man arrested in Chhattisgarh

for brutally assaulting wife

A 44-year-old man has been arrested for brutally
assaulting his wife in Chhattisgarh’s Korea district
on June 14. It is alleged that he tied the woman’s
limbs, partially disrobed her, shaved her head,
blackened the face, and forced her to drink their
son’s urine over a purported extramarital affair.
A footage of the shocking incident has surfaced
online. All four of the couple’s children, aged
between 17 and 10, reportedly watched the
assault. Additional Superintendent of Police
(Korea) Suresha Chaubey said that during the
probe, it emerged that the woman had left her
husband and children to live with another man.
On the day of the incident, she was visiting a
friend in the neighbourhood where her husband
lives. Upon learning of her visit, he attacked her.

Four glacial lakes in Arunachal
have expanded in a decade: study

Analysis by geospatial intelligence firm shows that the ‘high-risk’ lakes have increased in area, with one of them growing by

10 hectares; expert says expansion warrants attention but should not be interpreted as evidence of an impending disaster

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

satellite-based as-
Asessment of five
glacial lakes in the

Tawang district of Aruna-
chal Pradesh has found
that four have expanded
over the last decade, with
one lake showing rapid
growth, adding fresh evi-
dence to concerns over the
threat posed by Glacial

Lake Outburst Floods
(GLOFs) in the eastern
Himalaya.

The analysis — a report
and not a peer-reviewed
study — conducted by the
Noida-based geospatial in-
telligence firm Suhora
Technologies, examined
five lakes in the Mago Chu
basin that have been classi-
fied by the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) as “high-risk” or
“very high-risk”.

The assessment comes
amid heightened attention
on glacial hazards in the re-
gion following a recent risk
evaluation by the Centre
for Earth Sciences and Hi-
malayan Studies (CESHS),
Arunachal Pradesh.

Using imagery from
ICEYE, PlanetScope, and
LISS-IV satellites, Suhora
compared the extent of the
lakes between 2016 and
June 2026. In a press state-

A new satellite study has flagged the importance of continuous
monitoring of high-risk glacial lakes in Arunachal Pradesh. pTi

ment, the company said
that “four out of five lakes
have expanded, reflecting
a general trend of glacial
retreat and meltwater stor-
age”. However, it cau-
tioned that “lake expan-
sion does not directly
indicate a flood event” and
said the findings instead
highlighted “the impor-
tance of regular monitor-
ing and further assessment
to better understand fu-
ture risks”.

High-risk lakes

Among the lakes analysed,
Sanhapo Lake showed the
most significant growth.
Suhora estimated its area
at 78.07 hectares in 2019,
increasing to 88.81 hec-
tares by mid-June 2026.
The company said that

while uncertainties remain
regarding its historical ex-
tent because of ice cover
visible in its 2016 imagery,
the lake has exhibited sus-
tained expansion in recent
years. Given its size and
continued growth, Suhora
identified it as the highest-
priority lake among those
assessed for detailed ha-
zard modelling, continu-
ous monitoring and possi-
ble early-warning systems.

The remaining lakes
showed more modest
changes. Two lakes cate-
gorised by the NDMA as
“very high risk” expanded
by about a hectare over the
decade, while Dharkha
Tso, listed as “high risk”,
also recorded gradual
growth. A fifth lake re-
mained broadly stable over

the observation period.

Amit Kumar, co-founder
and chief operating officer
of Suhora Technologies,
said satellite observations
were increasingly impor-
tant for monitoring remote
mountain regions where
field access was often diffi-
cult. “By comparing satel-
lite imagery across multi-
ple years, it is possible to
track changes in glacial
lake extent...with the mon-
soon season approaching,
continuous observation of
glacial lakes becomes in-
creasingly important”, he
added.

Anil Kulkarni, glaciolo-
gist and distinguished fel-
low at the Divecha Centre
for Climate Change, Indian
Institute of Science, Benga-
luru and who wasn’t con-
nected to the study, said
the observed expansion
warranted attention but
should not be interpreted
as evidence of an impend-
ing disaster.

“If lakes are expanding,
then it is considered as an
unstable lake,” he said. Ho-
wever, he stressed that the
key question was why a
lake was growing. Lakes
impounded by moraines —
ridges of rock and debris
deposited by glaciers — can
become hazardous when
retreating glaciers increase
the volume of water

trapped behind them. Yet
several other factors deter-
mine risk, including the
possibility of landslides,
avalanches or rockfalls en-
tering the lake.

“Mere increase in area,
even over a decade, cannot
be a single criterion” for
judging how dangerous a
lake is, Mr. Kulkarni told
The Hindu. “It can be a
concern, but how risky it
is, we do not know.”

Concerns over floods
Worries over Himalayan
glacial hazards have inten-
sified since the October
2023 disaster in Sikkim,
when a breach associated
with South Lhonak Lake
triggered floods that killed
dozens of people and des-
troyed the Chungthang hy-
dropower dam. GLOFs can
occur when natural mo-
raine dams fail or when
large avalanches, land-
slides, or icefalls suddenly
displace water and gener-
ate destructive waves.

Mr. Kulkarni said India’s
ability to identify potential-
ly dangerous glacial lakes
had improved considera-
bly through satellite moni-
toring and modelling. Ho-
wever, he argued that
translating scientific as-
sessments into practical
risk reduction remained a
major challenge.

Sickle cell
anaemia to be
eradicated by
2047 Murmu

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Friday said that the
country would eradicate
sickle cell anaemia well be-
fore the government-set
target of 2047, while call-
ing for collective efforts to
raise awareness about the
disorder, especially among
tribal communities.

Addressing a Madhya
Pradesh Government
event in Khandwa district’s
Omkareshwar, the Presi-
dent said, “Through collec-
tive strength and active
participation of all States,
India would achieve its na-
tional goal of eliminating
sickle cell-related diseases
well before 2047

She also said that va-
rious key targets set during
the launch of the National
Mission in 2023 have been
achieved ahead of sche-
dule, including the screen-
ing of seven crore people
between zero and 40 years
of age. The President said
that various scientific stu-
dies had shown that sickle
cell anaemia among tribal
communities was many
times higher than in the
general population. “I
would like to urge all State
governments and officials
not to take this disease
lightly because it passes
from one generation to
another. Efforts should be
made to eradicate it com-
pletely,” she said.

Truth will prevail,
says U.P. CM on probe
into Ram temple row

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Fri-
day said that the “truth will
prevail” after the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
completed its probe into
the allegations of embez-
zlement of the Ram Tem-
ple trust donations.

“The government con-
stituted an SIT to conduct
an inquiry at the request of
the trust. The SIT is tasked
with distinguishing bet-
ween truth and falsehood.
Until the SIT’s report is fi-
nalised, no statements
should be made that could
offend the sentiments of
Ram devotees,” Mr. Aditya-
nath said in Ayodhya. The
Chief Minister urged Ram
devotees not to be misled
by those attempting to

THIERE s BWERIR[) + 14825

Chief Minister urged
Ram devotees not to
be misled by

those attempting to
‘tarnish’ Ayodhya’s
reputation

“tarnish” the reputation of
Ayodhya.

Hitting out at the Oppo-
sition, Mr. Adityanath said
that those who did not pro-
vide electricity to Ayodhya
and kept it confined to nar-
row lanes are now spread-
ing misinformation. Ques-
tioning Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav,
Mr. Adityanath said, “He
(Mr. Yadav) has not yet vi-
sited the Ram Mandir ...he
is now making motivated
remarks to defame the
temple. Their devotion is
not towards Ram, they
worship Babur.”

(set by Hypatia)

SC calls for fund for young lawyers;
flags ‘brain drain’ in legal profession

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Observing that the legal
profession risks a “brain
drain” if financially strug-
gling young lawyers are
compelled to abandon liti-
gation for careers offering
greater financial stability,
the Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the creation
of a “Young Lawyers’ Pro-
fessional Assistance Fund”
in every State and Union
Territory.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice V. Mohana
noted that the initial years
often impose severe finan-
cial hardships, particularly
on first-generation lawyers
and those from economi-
cally disadvantaged back-
grounds. “A young first-
generation lawyer entering
the Bar does not imme-

Solve this puzzle online and
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The top court said that initial
years in the profession impose
severe financial hardships.

diately inherit an office, a
library, a stable clientele,
or a predictable source of
income. During this forma-
tive period, many junior
advocates remain depen-
dent upon modest sti-
pends paid by their seniors
or, in some places, by local
Bar Associations, which
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are often insufficient to
meet even their basic living
expenses,” the Bench said.

To address these con-
cerns, the top court called
for the creation of a fund to
be placed under the con-
trol of the jurisdictional
High Courts or an autono-
mous body constituted by
the Union and State go-
vernments.  “It, thus,
seems to us that a Young
Lawyers’ Professional As-
sistance Fund must be
created and should be esta-
blished under the exclu-
sive control of the jurisdic-
tional High Courts or an
autonomous body consti-
tuted by the Union of India
in consultation with the
State Governments. A fra-
mework of such nature will
inspire greater confidence
amongst prospective do-
nors and contributors to
the Fund,” the Bench said.

SUDOKU

The Bench mooted a “self-
sustaining model” for the
proposed fund, under
which lawyers who receive
assistance could contri-
bute back to the corpus
once they attain stability.
The top court passed
the directions while hear-
ing a petition filed by a
group of six women la-
wyers seeking improved
welfare measures for mem-
bers of the Bar across the
country. The petition also
drew the court’s attention
to the absence of adequate-
ly equipped Ladies’ Bar
Rooms and other basic fa-
cilities in a majority of High
Courts, district courts, tri-
bunals, and commissions.
It contended that the lack
of such infrastructure ad-
versely affects the ability of
women advocates to dis-
charge their professional
responsibilities.
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Culture Secretary
Vivek Aggarwal is new
FATF Vice-President

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) Plenary has
appointed Union Culture
Secretary Vivek Aggarwal
as the next Vice-President
of the global anti-money
laundering and counterter-
rorist financing watchdog
for the 2026-2027 term.

“Members approved the
priorities of the FATF un-
der the incoming U.K. Pre-
sidency, and appointed Mr.
Vivek Aggarwal of India as
the incoming Vice-Presi-
dent of the FATF (July
2026-June 2027),” said an
FATF release. Mr. Aggarwal
will succeed Giles Thom-
son, who has served as
FATF Vice-President since
July 1, 2025.

Currently serving as Se-
cretary in the Culture Mi-

FAITH
v

Vivek Aggarwal

nistry, Mr. Aggarwal has
headed India’s delegation
to the FATF. He led a multi-
disciplinary team during
India’s FATF Mutual Eval-
uation process. His selec-
tion is being viewed as a
significant development
for India’s role in global fi-
nancial governance and ef-
forts to strengthen interna-
tional cooperation on
issues of anti-money laun-
dering, counterterrorist fi-
nancing, and illicit finan-
cial flows.

Shed your ‘[-ness’: Krishna

Lord Krishna tells Arjuna, “Whatever you do, whatever
you eat, whatever you offer, whatever you give, and wha-
tever austerities you perform, Oh son of Kunti, do them as
an offering to Me.” This single verse transforms ordinary
life into sadhana, said Swami Mitranandaji. Dedication im-
proves quality of action. When we work merely for salary,
recognition or ego, the mind stays restless and shortcuts
appear. However, the moment an action is dedicated to
the Lord, the attitude changes. The Gita calls this ‘yoga of
action’. Work is no longer mechanical, it becomes wor-
ship. The fruit is surrendered. Like cooking for God, the
cook tastes but is not attached. Such nishkama karma
(selfless action) purifies the heart. The law of karma ap-
plies to the ego, not to the surrender.

The distance between jeeva and the Divine is only sel-
fishness. We feel far from God not because He is far, but
because ‘I, me, mine’ comes in between. Selfishness is the
wall. My desire, my plan, my credit — this “I-ness” hides
the Divine. When we drop the claim of ownership, the
wall thins. The verse (opening para) attacks selfishness
and asks us to offer everything. It is easy to start in a small
way and develop selflessness. Krishna does not ask for re-
nunciation overnight. Begin with one action , whatever it
may be, offer it mentally, saying “This is for You”. Slowly,
expand this mood to more activities. As selfish motives
drop, selfless service grows naturally. Step by step, one’s
life itself becomes an offering. The quote from Bhagavad
Gita shows a practical path. One should dedicate oneself,
one should conduct oneself with quality; one should be
free from karma, get rid of selfishness. He will take care.
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World Bank approves $1.5 bn

support for India reform plan

The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors
on Friday approved $1.5 billion financing to India
to support structural reforms aimed at boosting
private sector-led job creation and economic
growth, it said in a statement. It added the
financing, being provided under Development
Policy Financing (DPF) Operation, can create job
opportunities for 11 million youth who would be
entering the labour market every year over the
next two decades. The Bank’s DPF seeks to
rapidly disburse financing to help a borrower
country address existing or anticipated
development financing requirements. The
statement read, “The DPF operation builds on
many structural reforms undertaken or initiated
in recent years, including tax simplification,
trade integration, and legislative and regulatory
reforms to improve ease of living and the ease of

doing business.”

West Asia impact dominated

MPC meeting discourse

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) at the last
meeting broadly agreed the prolonged conflict in
West Asia had emerged as the most significant
risk to India’s economic outlook, the minutes of
the meeting indicated. The disruption of energy
supplies, higher crude oil prices, elevated
shipping and insurance costs and uncertainty
surrounding the Strait of Hormuz have increased
concerns about inflation, growth, external
balances, and financial market stability, the
minutes showed. Consequently, all members
agreed to maintain the policy repo rate at 5.25%
and retaining a neutral stance, emphasising a
cautious ‘wait-and-watch’ approach. A common
theme across the statements of various members
was that India had entered the current crisis
from a position of relative strength.

Jio files DRHP for biggest
IPO, size up to 340,000 crore

The proposed listing of Jio will demonstrate to the world that India can build technology

companies of global scale, global capability and global value, says Mukesh Ambani

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Jio Platforms Ltd. (JPL)
filed the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP) with
the Securities & Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) for an
Initial Public Offer (IPO) of
fresh issue of 27 crore
shares at a price to be dis-
covered later through a
book-building method.
The size of the issue is
likely at between %35,000
crore and 340,000 crore,
making it India’s biggest ev-
er IPO, larger than the pro-
posed NSE IPO which will
be about 330,000 crore.
So far, the country’ big-
gest IPO has been that of
Hyundai Motor India, at
about 328,000 crore.
Earlier on Friday, Jio
Platform board approved
the filing of the DRHP to di-
lute 2.5% stake of the com-

DIGITAL
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Debt reduction: From the net proceeds of IPO, Jio would use
327,500 crore to repay the debt of a subsidiary. REUTERS

pany under the new rules
of SEBI for mega listings.
As per the filing JPL, from
the net proceeds of the
fresh issue, would use
327,500 crore to repay
debt of material subsidiary
Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd.
The balance would be util-
ised for general corporate
purposes and towards is-

sue expenses.
Earlier, addressing the
AGM, RIL CMD Mukesh
Ambani said “This [filing]
is a deeply emotional mo-
ment for me, for the entire
Reliance family, and mil-
lions of its shareholders.”
“Akash, Isha and Anant
[his children] are heading
the Jio IPO process and will

lead the next generation of
value creation opportuni-
ties in the future,” he said.

“The proposed listing of
Jio will demonstrate to the
world that India can build
technology companies of
global scale, global capabil-
ity, and global value.”

Key player

Jio Platforms is already a
key player in India’s digital
economy, which is expect-
ed to reach $1.4 trillion by
fiscal 2031. As of March 31,
Jio Platforms served 524.4
million customers.

While Jio Platforms is
much smaller in compari-
son to global platforms
such as Alphabet, Meta,
Microsoft and Amazon, its
position as a leader in the
fast-growing Indian market
and stakes held by Meta
and Alphabet may push up
its valuation.

Nifty IT dips on Accenture revenue guidance

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The 10-share Nifty IT index
slid 3.65% to 27,426.85 as
Accenture Plc. cut full year
revenue guidance on ma-
cro-economic uncertainty
and West Asia crisis.
Infosys slid the most
(6.5%) among peers while
TCS, LTM and Tech Mahin-
dra slid around 3%. Oracle
(OFSS) was the only stock

to be in positive territory.

Accenture Plc. delivered
its returns for Q3 in which
it highlighted it suffered a
$100 million impact due to
the uncertainties that
came from the West Asian
conflict and expects grea-
ter impact in the next quar-
ter.

“For the full fiscal, we
Now expect our revenue to

over previous fiscal, in-
cluding an estimated 1%
impact from our federal
business,” Angie Park,
CFO, Accenture Plc. told
analysts in the Q3 earn-
ings. This is a revision from
the full fiscal year revenue
growth guidance of 3% to
5% that the company gave
in its Q2 earning call.

“We were impacted by

the conflict in the Middle
East. We saw a revenue im-

be in the range of 3% to 4%
growth in local currency

pact of approximately $100
million compared to our
expectations, which is all
consulting type of work,
split evenly between the di-
rect impact on Middle East
business and indirect ef-
fects outside of the region.”

Julie T. Sweet, CEO and
chairperson said, “The in-
direct impact really started
in the last few weeks and
mostly in discretionary
spend.”

Jio eyes satellite
communications

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Jio is evaluating the deve-
lopment of a sovereign
Low Earth Orbit satellite
constellation for India, said
Reliance Industries CMD
Mukesh Ambani.

Addressing the AGM, he
said, “Jio connected India
on the ground. Now, we
must connect India from
the skies. There are still re-
motest villages, island
communities and border
outposts where Jio net-
work can’t reach. For
them, satellite connectivity
will be the bridge to the
rest of India,” he said.

“We are also partnering
leading global constella-
tion providers by leasing
satellite capacity, so that
we can accelerate service
availability while building
our own long-term sove-
reign capability,” he said.

To anchor this ambi-
tion, Jio is building its own
ground station infrastruc-
ture in India, he added.

“These ground stations
will support partner con-
stellations as well as our
own future satellites, creat-
ing an end-to-end satellite
broadband ecosystem
from space to ground.” Mr.
Ambani said.

The announcement
aligns with the emergence
of competition from global
satellite broadband players
such as SpaceX's Starlink
and Amazon's Project
Kuiper, both of which are
seeking a foothold in In-
dia's satellite communica-
tions market.

Sovereign Al backbone
Speaking on the future
plans for Reliance Intelli-

Mukesh Ambani

gence, a subsidiary of RIL
dealing with digital infras-
tructure, Mr. Ambani said,
the firm will build ‘India’s
sovereign Al backbone at
Jamnagar’ to address the
scarcity and high cost of
compute in Al.

“This cutting-edge in-
frastructure will be po-
wered entirely by clean
energy from Reliance’s
own solar generation from
the Kutch renewable plat-
form. The first 120 MW will
be commissioned by the
end of 2026,” he said.

NVIDIA GPUs

In addition, the company
would operationalise an in-
itial fleet of advanced NVI-
DIA GB300 GPUs. This
next-generation compute
capacity is equivalent to
more than 75,000 H100
GPUs on an Al-inference
basis. As the first 120 MW
becomes fully operational,
this capacity can scale to
over two lakh H100-equiv-
alent GPUs, he said.

“This capacity places
Reliance among the largest
Al infrastructure platforms
being built anywhere in
the world. When compute
becomes affordable, inno-
vation becomes inevita-
ble,” he added.

SEBI
reintroduces
open market
stock buyback
at board meet

Ashokamithran T
MUMBAI

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) reintroduced open
market buybacks via stock
exchanges after Finance
Ministry eased tax treat-
ment of such transactions
in Union Budget 2026.

At the first board meet-
ing of FY27, the capital
markets watchdog okayed
proposals to ease stock buy
backs, deepen investments
in municipal bonds, transf-
er of securities to heirs of
deceased among others.

Buybacks must be an-
nounced electronically
and the process should be
completed within 66 work-
ing days. Buybacks will be
done through the normal
trading window, SEBI said.

Employing merchant
bankers for buyback deals
would be optional.

SEBI Chairperson Tuhin
Kanta Pandey told the me-
dia the findings of the stu-
dy to review the impact of
derivatives trading on re-
tail investors would be re-
leased in July. SEBI also ap-
proved a ‘quick
transmission process’ for
transfer of securities of de-
ceased to legal heirs.

SEBI amended munici-
pal debt security regula-
tion to develop the M-bond
markets. Local bodies can
now issue bonds to refi-
nance existing debt for
specific projects. To en-
courage retail participa-
tion, issuers of M-bonds
can now offer incentives to
senior citizens, women
serving defence personnel
and bereaved spouses and
ex-defence personnel.

Also, SEBI brought in
changes to social stock ex-
change framework to ease
investments into them.

CM
K

RIL to turn oil into
chemicals: Ambani

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

In the long run, Reliance
Industries Ltd. (RIL) will
convert all the oil it refines
into chemicals and new
materials, CMD Mukesh
Ambani told shareholders.

“This transformation
will fundamentally im-
prove the quality, resi-
lience and value of our
earnings. I am confident
our new Oil-to-Chemicals
& Materials business will
become even more valua-
ble than our current 02C
business,” he said at the
company’s AGM.

He emphasised the “am-
bition was to make RIL the
world’s leading integrated
energy and materials com-
pany for the age of sustain-
ability and intelligence.”

Flexible partnerships
He said Reliance, which
emerged as a partner for
global chemicals and mate-
rials majors in this volatile
world, was open to flexible
partnerships and co-build-
ing integrated complexes
in India and abroad, an-
chored in the company’s
integrated feedstock, ma-
nufacturing scale and exe-
cution capability, the low-
est cost base, and a strong
balance sheet.

“India remains one of
the most favourable geog-
raphies globally for expan-
sion, and RIL offers our
partners a single, secure
base to serve both - India’s
large domestic market and
global demand,” he said.

“The upcoming fully in-
tegrated green ecosystem
will not only transform our
Old Energy business, but
also open up significant
possibilities for Reliance’s
and India’s future growth,”
he added.

Reliance, with its five in-
tegrated engines of growth
- UCG, Bioenergy, New

o

Reliance

Industries Limited

49'* Annual General Meet

RIL, under New Energy mission,
would create 2 lakh green jobs.

Energy, 02C and the mate-
rials business - is now rea-
dy to deliver exponentially
more value, he said.

With the New Energy &
Materials platform,and an
Al native way of working,
Reliance is transforming its
oldest business into a un-
ique first-generation
growth platform - “one
that cannot be replicated
on technology and scale.

Reliance, under it’s New
Energy mission would
create two lakh green jobs.

“That is the number of
green jobs we expect to
create through the Giga
Complex and the Kutch So-
lar Farm combined. Two
hundred thousand Indians
- engineers, technicians,
operators, construction
workers, farmers, and en-
trepreneurs - whose liveli-
hoods will be built on clean
energy,” he stated.

Inclusive prosperity
The clean energy transi-
tion will be an engine of in-
clusive prosperity. It will
create jobs, reduce import
dependence, boost ex-
ports, lower energy costs
for every Indian home and
every Indian factory and
fulfil our obligation to save
earth from climate crisis.
On India’s future, Mr.
Ambani said, “The world
would now build its new
energy on Indian sun-
shine.”

ENo.A-12023/7 /2019-E-1V
Government of India

Ministry of Jal Shakti
Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation

VACANCY NOTICE
The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), has been
constituted by Government of India vide its Notification No. S.O.
2236 (E), dated 01.06.2018 under the provisions of section 6A of the
Inter-State River Dispute (ISRWD) Act, 1956 to give effect to the
decision of the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal as modified by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in its order dated 16.02.2018.
2. Applications are invited from eligible and suitable officers for the
01 (one) post of Chairman, CWMA, in Level-17 (Rs. 2,25,000/- fixed)
of pay matrix to be filled on deputation (including short term
contract) Re-employment basis.
3. Details of the post, eligibility conditions etc. are available at
jalshakti-dowr.gov.in, dopt.gov.in. Applications (in triplicate)
complete in all respect of suitable and eligible officers and who can be
spared immediately in the event of selection may be sent through
proper channel to:- The Under Secretary (Estt.IV), Department of
Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Room No. 435 (B), Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi
Marg, New Delhi - 110 001 and by email at use4-mowr@nic.in &
soe4-mowr@nic.in, within a period of 45 days from the date of issue/
publishing of this Advertisement in the Employment News.
4. Advance copies of application not forwarded through proper channel
or application received after the prescribed period or not accompanied
with the requisite information/documents are liable to be rejected.
(Sameer Kumar Munda)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-23716252
Email: use4-mowr@nic.in
[Note: The English version shall always prevail in case or any
discrepancy or inconsistency between English version and its Hindi
translation.]
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3—ffaer St sraft s / EXTENSION OF E-TENDER
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Vertical Extension of STS Building (Fourth Floor) for NGLV Office at 70 Acres, VSSC, Thumba (Civil & Electrical works) / NIT No.
VSSC/CMG/C01/07/2026-27 Dt. 18.05.2026, (R.udt PAC: %./Rs.543.06 <@/ Lakhs)
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Scan the QR code or visit
thbl.news/BLCM2026CFN
to nominate yourself or

someone you know.

THE HINDU GROUP

CELEBRATING THE QUIET
DREAMERS WHO DRIVE
POWERFUL CHANGE.

If you know someone whose financial innovations have
redefined the industry - or if that someone is you - nominate
them (or yourself) for the Financial Transformation Award.

In a world driven by numbers, it's the

visionaries behind them who truly shape
the financial landscape. These pioneers

and problem-solvers are redefining the

future of finance through innovation,

purpose, and visionary work.

NOMINATIONS OPEN NOW

Other categories include:

« Digital Transformation ~ « Young Changemaker
+ Social Transformation « Changemaker of the Year
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U.S. strike on alleged drug boat

kills 3 in the eastern Pacific Ocean

BOGOTA

Colombia investigates ex-President

CARACAS

Venezuela govt., Opposition hold

WASHINGTON

U.S. Vice-President Vance delays

Uribe over paramilitary massacres

talks on ‘democratic transition’

trip to Switzerland for Iran talks

AFP

The U.S. military attacked a boat accused of smuggling drugs in the
eastern Pacific Ocean on Thursday, killing three persons. The latest
attack brings the number of people who have been killed in boat
strikes by the U.S. military to at least 211 since the Trump
administration began targeting those it calls “narcoterrorists”. AP

REUTERS

The Colombian prosecutor’s office said on Thursday it had launched
a probe into influential former President Alvaro Uribe over his
alleged links to massacres by paramilitary groups during the worst
years of the country’s armed conflict. He is accused of involvement
in massacres by paramilitaries in 1996 and 1997. AFp

REUTERS

Members of Venezuela’s interim government and Opposition
representatives met in Caracas on Thursday to discuss a roadmap
for democratic transition, the U.S. State Department said.
Opposition figure Dinorah Figuera returned after eight years abroad
for talks with National Assembly chief Jorge Rodriguez. AFp

REUTERS

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance will not travel to Switzerland as
scheduled for talks on Friday following up on the deal to end the
war with Iran, according to the White House. “The logistics of these
negotiations have never been simple or predictable. As of now the
V-P is not departing tonight,” a White House spokesperson said. AFP

Israel and Hezbollah ‘agree to halt
fighting’; U.S.-Iran talks uncertain

Israel carried out attacks soon after officials announced a ceasefire mediated by Qatar, US. and Iran, reports media; Israel’s

Defence Minister Katz says IDF would remain in southern Lebanon and would never allow people to return to their homes

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

srael and the Iranian-
l backed Hezbollah mil-

itant group agreed on
Friday to halt the heavy
fighting in southern Leba-
non that had threatened to
unravel an interim agree-
ment between the United
States and Iran to end their
war, officials said. Neither
Israel nor Hezbollah imme-
diately confirmed the
truce.

It came after a heavy ex-
change of fire killed 47 peo-
ple and wounded 97 others
in Lebanon and four Israeli
soldiers.

Hezbollah and Israel
went to war shortly after
the outbreak of the wider

conflict, with Hezbollah fir-
ing rockets and drones at
civilian communities in
northern Israel and Israel
seizing large swaths of
southern Lebanon.

The interim agreement

: RN
Laid to ruin: Rubble from buildings destroyed in Israeli strikes in
the southern port city of Tyre, Lebanon on Friday. Ap

to end the Iran war has al-
ready reopened the Strait
of Hormuz, which Iran ef-
fectively closed, cutting the
global economy off from
supplies of oil. The deal
would also relaunch talks

on Iran’s nuclear
programme.

But the accord already
faces threats, chiefly from
Lebanon, with the fighting
there leading to a delay in
the start of talks planned
for Friday in Switzerland.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
vowed to keep Israeli forc-
es in southern Lebanon
until the threat is eliminat-
ed. Hezbollah has refused
to halt its attacks unless Is-
rael commits to withdraw-
ing from Lebanon, which
Iran says is also a condition
of the deal.

Hours after officials told
news organisations about
the truce, Israeli artillery
fire could still be heard
from northern Israel along

the Lebanese border, and a
large explosion was seen
erupting inside Lebanon,
according to a pressperson
in northern Israel.

Word of the attempt to
halt the fighting came from
two regional officials and a
U.S. official. The effort was
mediated by Qatar, the U.S.
and Iran, the regional offi-
cials said.

Earlier on Friday, Israeli
Defence Minister Israel
Katz said Israeli forces
would remain in southern
Lebanon “from the Medi-
terranean coast to the
heights of Beaufort”.

“The 200,000 residents
who lived in the security
zone are not returning.
None of them are return-
ing,” Mr. Katz said.

Russian
strikes on
Ukraine kill
three: Kyiv

Agence France-Presse

Starmer says he
won't step down after
Burnham’s victory

Sriram Lakshman

KYIV

Russia renewed its strikes
on Ukraine on Friday, kill-
ing three persons includ-
ing an eight-year-old girl,
Ukrainian officials said.

The strikes come a day
after Ukraine launched its
biggest-ever drone attack
on Moscow, killing a diffe-
rent eight-year-old girl and
sparking an inferno at a
major oil refinery, accord-
ing to Russian officials.

The Kremlin said on Fri-
day it would “continue”
striking Ukraine following
that attack.

Separate Russian at-
tacks on Ukraine’s south-
ern Odesa region killed
one person, while strikes
on the eastern city of Kra-
matorsk killed one other,
according to authorities on
Friday.

‘All of Lebanon must
burn, says Israeli
Minister Ben Gvir

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Farright Israeli National
Security Minister Itamar
Ben Gvir said on Friday
that “all of Lebanon must
burn” after Israel’s military
announced the deaths of
four soldiers there.

The Israeli losses were
the first to be announced
since a U.S.-Iran deal was
signed to end the West Asia
war.

“With all due respect to
the Americans, Israel must
make it clear to the entire

world that the blood of our
sons and the security of
our citizens are not up for
bargaining. All of Lebanon
must burn,” Mr. Ben Gvir
said in a statement.

“For every tear shed by
an Israeli mother, a thou-
sand Lebanese mothers
must weep,” he added.

Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich said Israel
must “go wild. Eradicate.
Defeat terrorism”. “We
must let fire speak... and
open the gates of hell,” he
added, without explicitly
mentioning Lebanon.

Italy’s top diplomat cancels U.S.

trip as

Meloni slams Trump’s claim on photo-op

Associated Press
ROME

The Italian government
closed ranks on Friday to
slam U.S. President Donald
Trump over his claim that
Premier Giorgia Meloni
had “begged” for a photo
with him during the recent
G7 summit, a pushback
that suggested the long-
time U.S. ally had had
enough of Mr. Trump’s
boasting.

Italian Foreign Minister
Antonio Tajani abruptly
cancelled a planned trip to
the United States this wee-
kend, calling Mr. Trump’s

claims “serious and offen-
sive” toward Ms. Meloni
and all of Italy.

Ms. Meloni for her part
posted a video calling Mr.
Trump’s claims “complete-
ly fabricated” and express-
ing astonishment that he
would invent such things
about an ally. She conclud-
ed: “Italy and I do not beg.”

Mr. Trump had made
the comments in an inter-
view broadcast on Friday
morning on the La7 net-
work. The La7 correspon-
dent had asked Mr. Trump
about Ukraine, but Mr.
Trump raised Ms. Meloni
and the conversation

Giorgia Meloni

turned to their meeting
during the just-concluded
G7 meeting in Evian-les-
Bains, France. Ms. Meloni
and Mr. Trump were
filmed speaking at several
moments. According to

La7, Mr. Trump said Ms.
Meloni had “begged” him
for a photo-op. Mr. Trump
said he wasn’t obliged to
do it but that he felt sorry
for her and agreed, La7
said. The broadcaster has a
dubbed version of the con-
versation online, not the
original English audio.

In her video, Ms. Meloni
said she was responding to
Mr. Trump’s claims be-
cause “certain things de-
serve an immediate
response”.

The White House did
not return an immediate
request for comment on
Ms. Meloni’s remarks.

LONDON

The U.K. s Prime Minister,
Keir Starmer has said he
would not leave his posi-
tion as his grip on No. 10
Downing Street weakened
significantly on Friday
morning as outgoing Grea-
ter Manchester Mayor An-
dy Burnham, his strongest
challenger, comfortably
won the Makerfield byelec-
tion, bringing him back to
Parliament.

Mr. Burnham, a former
Minister in  Gordon
Brown’s government, said
it was the “final chance”
for Labour to change, as he
addressed supporters fol-
lowing the results.

The former Mayor
stands left of Starmer in
the Labour political spec-
trum. He won 55% or
24,927 votes with the nati-
vist party Reform UK win-
ning 34.5% of the vote. The
party has eaten into La-
bour’s vote and almost ful-
ly displaced the Conserva-
tives who won 2.2%. This
has especially been true in
places like Makerfield, a
mostly suburban, white
constituency in the North
West of England with in-
dustrial roots. However,
Reform itself has a challen-
ger from its right — Res-
tore, which won 6.8% of
the vote.

Mr. Burnham acknow-
ledged supporters of the
parties on the left as well as
the right who may have
voted for him. “It is a
chance now... to build a
new politics based on un-
ity and hope, turning away
from the path that takes us
to a divided, dark politics
of the kind we see in the
U.S.,” he said on Friday.

The Prime Minister has
said he will fight any con-

Keir Starmer

test to oust him from No.10
Downing Street.

“I’ve said repeatedly 'm
not going to walk away
from that,” said Mr. Starm-
er, on Friday. He reiterated
his position that it was not
a good idea to hold a lea-
dership contest which, he
said, would cause “chaos”

for Labour and the
country.
More than 20% or 81 La-

bour MPs — the number re-
quired to trigger a new
contest — have said they do
not back Mr. Starmer but
none of them have clearly
coalesced behind another
candidate. However, that
was before Mr. Burnham’s
victory. The other promi-
nent contender for No.10 is
Mr. Starmer’s former
Health Secretary Wes
Streeting.

Labour leaders began
urging Mr. Starmer to hand
over power or speed up
the internal party contest
as per a report in the
Guardian.

Burnham ally and form-
er lawmaker Louise Haigh,
told the BBC that she
hoped Mr. Starmer and Mr.
Burnham could find “a
managed way forward”.

A change in leadership
could occur in a matter of
days but with Mr. Starmer
wanting to fight it out, a in-
ternal party contest is
more likely to occur over
the coming months.

Sport

Clark shines the brightest after
darkness-halted opening round

GOLF

Agence France-Presse
SOUTHAMPTON

Wyndham Clark finished
his darkness-halted first
round of the 126th US
Open with two pars on Fri-
day morning, completing a
six-under 64 to hold a two-
stroke lead at windy
Shinnecock.

The 32-year-old Ameri-
can, who won the 2023 US
Open at Los Angeles Coun-
try Club, was among 50
players who did not con-
clude their first rounds on
Thursday due to a two-
hour morning fog delay,
but Friday skies were clear
at the restart.

Clark set the lowest first-
round score in a US Open

CM
K

Well begun: Clark completed a six-under 64 to hold a two-stroke

advantage. GETTY IMAGES

at Shinnecock, breaking
the old mark of 66 by An-
gel Cabrera, Shigeki Ma-
ruyama and Jay Haas in
2004 and Nick Price in
1995.

Clark owned a four-
stroke overnight lead
through 16 holes but com-
patriot Dustin Johnson, a
two-time Major winner,

birdied the par-three se-
venth and par-four ninth to
trim his playing partner’s
edge in half.

Johnson sank a three-
foot birdie putt at the se-
venth and a 10-footer for
birdie at the ninth to com-
plete a 66 and grab second.

Sharing third were past
US Open winners Matt Fitz-

patrick of England and
American Gary Woodland
on 67. Fitzpatrick opened
Friday with an 11-foot bir-
die putt at the eighth and
parred the ninth while
Woodland birdied the
eighth from just inside 15
feet and parred the ninth.
A pack four adrift that
completed two-under 68s
on Thursday included
amateur Ryder Cowan and

fellow Americans Max
McGreevy and  Sam
Stevens.

Two-time Major winner
Jon Rahm of Spain was
two-under with three
holes remaining.

Six-time Major winner
Rory Mcllroy was in a pack
on 69 that included Ameri-
can Brian Harman and
Sweden’s Ludvig Aberg
among others.

Singapore club FC Jurong’s new head coach
Jaswinder keen to collaborate with India

FOOTBALL

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Jaswinder Singh, a football
coach of Indian-origin, was
recently appointed as the
head coach of FC Jurong,
one of Singapore’s most
successful clubs.

The Singaporean has
been part of the club’s
youth teams since 2020
and has steadily risen
through the ranks. In a
chat with The Hindu, the
38-year-old spoke about
his Indian connection and
said that both countries
can learn from each other
to develop the sport.

“I have been following
Indian football. Over the
past decade, I believe there
have been some positives,
such as India cracking the

top 100 in the world rank-
ing, Bengaluru’s AFC Cup
run, as well as hosting the
U17 World Cup, to just to
name a few,” said Jaswin-
der, who will take over at
FC Jurong, which is part-
owned by Indian firm
SkaSports, from the 2026-
27 season.

“India is definitely a
country with great sport-
ing potential and has made
some great strides in the
last decade. But I believe
consistency is the key fac-
tor everyone is looking for.
I would definitely be inter-
ested in collaborating
should something come up
in the near future,” he
added.

On the possible areas of
cooperation, Jaswinder ex-
plained, “I think both
countries have vast exper-
tise that can be exchanged

Jaswinder.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

that could help either side
improve. For example, the
use of technology in foot-
ball.”

Similarly, he felt there
were lessons to be learned
from India’s diverse cul-
ture. “I think the idea of
bringing together players
from different States, cul-
tures and spoken languag-

es and getting these
players to fight for a com-
mon cause is something
we can always improve on
despite our relatively small
size as a country,” he said.

Regarding his personal
ties to India, Jaswinder —
whose grandparents were
from the Tarn Taran dis-
trict in Punjab — revealed
that he keeps visiting the
country and is proud of his
roots.

“As a person of Sikh her-
itage, I maintain a strong
connection to my cultural
and spiritual roots by regu-
larly visiting Amritsar and
the Golden Temple.

“These visits allow me
to stay connected to my
traditions, values, and
community, while also
providing an opportunity
for reflection and personal
growth,” he said.
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How pitches are laid,

how they age, and why
it’s both art and science

Ever wondered why some tracks play true and others — like the recent Lord’s strip — don't? Here is an

explainer on the preparation of pitches and the factors that govern their behaviour

GETTY IMAGES

Pl

soil profile, they sometimes develop more
predictable bounce.

What effect does water have?
To wet a pitch, according to the U.K. Grounds

face — which curators typically cut to be 3-5
mm high, according to pitch consultant Andy
Atkinson — provide friction against the ball. In
particular, the blades interact with the ball’s
seam: if the pitch is lush, the seam can ‘grip’ the
blades and deviate sideways.

But if curators have shaved the grass off, the
seam would catch almost nothing. However, as
the game wears on and one side of the ball be-
comes scuffed, the pitch will also increase fric-
tion on the leather and allow the ball to
reverse-swing.

Grass also helps control the pitch’s wetness
as its roots draw water from deeper soil layers
and release it through the leaves. This can help
ensure the pitch isn’t like a moist cake with a
hard crust.

Grass helps control the pitch’s
wetness as its roots draw water

from deeper soil layers and release it
through the leaves. This can help
ensure the pitch isn’t like a moist

Vasudevan Mukunth For all the How is a pitch laid? Management Association, curators use a pro- .
control Curators begin by selecting and laying the soil | cess called deep saturation several days before | €ake with a hard crust
n the first week of June, a men’s Test bet- | .yrators to contain clay. In the U.K., pitch loams are typ- | a match to ensure moisture penetrates about
ween England and New Zealand lasted . ically 25-35% clay; this together with higher silt | 75-100 mm down, allowing the clay to settle The Sabina Park Test match in 1998 was
. . exercise, a . . .
just 166 overs, prompting unpleasant ick levels encourage the seaming conditions fa- | and pack. This could take a day or more. Then | abandoned after only 10.1 overs because, from
comments about the variable bounce of ':I_'Le_t mous in England. In Australia, the soil can ex- | the water is allowed to evaporate, so that capil- | the same spot on the pitch, balls bowled by the
the Lord’s surface. While no curator intention- w ceed 60% clay, creating the bounce of Perth | lary action pulls moisture up from deeper and | West Indies quicks either reared sharply at the
ally sets up bad wickets, what does go wrong | livin and Brisbane. According to former pitch cura- | dries the pitch uniformly. England batters or skidded fast and low. The in-
when a pitch goes wrong? changing tor P.R. Viswanathan, the clay content in India The bounce comes from the soil’s elasticity. | quiries that followed concluded that the pitch
thing — is usually 50-60%. A hard, bone-dry surface like Perth is highly | hadn’t fully settled before the match and may
What is a pitch made of? Curators also use heavy rollers, weighing a | elastic because it returns nearly all the energy | have been like the aforementioned cake.
. TP an aspect - S .
A cricket pitch is clay, water, and grass. The clay T few hundred kilograms to over a tonne, to ap- | to the ball, allowing it to climb. But on a damp ) !
supplies the hardness, the grass provides the | — d ply a large amount of pressure when the soil | pitch, moisture reduces friction and the ball | Why does a pitch deteriorate?
strength, and the water determines its pace. lw has just the right amount of moisture, forcing | skids through — but the water also softens the | For all the control curators exercise, a cricket
Clay is a type of heavy soil composed mainly during a the clay particles into their most packed | clay, reducing its elasticity and forcing the ball | pitch is a living, changing thing — an aspect
of aluminosilicate minerals. Clay particles are | Test arrangement. to stay low. most pronounced during a Test. After curators

very small and flat, allowing them to slide past
each other when they’re wet or harden and
bond when they’re dry.

Curators generally choose between two
main types of clay: black and red. Black soil
mainly has smectite and montmorillonite min-
erals. It is common in Australia and parts of In-
dia. It is stickier and harder when dry, creating
the wide cracks seen on day-5 pitches. But be-
cause the particles bind so tightly, the pitches
can offer pace and bounce.

Red soil, more common in Chennai and
some Caribbean islands, consists of kaolinite
and illite. It doesn’t crack as dramatically but
tends to break into smaller, finer particles more
quickly, leading to rough surfaces that help the
ball grip for spin and facilitate reverse swing
sooner in a match.

STACKING UP

AT20WORLDCUP
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Since a heavily rolled pitch will be smooth, a
ball striking the surface will suffer less friction
and retain more kinetic energy. This is part of
why Curtly Ambrose was able to pick up seven
wickets for just one run in a spell against Aus-
tralia in Perth in 1993.

Finally, below the 100-150 mm of the wicket-
ing layer lies the base. It usually consists of a
layer of silt or sandy loam, then a layer of gravel
or crushed stone. The base can’t be too soft or
it will absorb the ball’s energy. If it is too hard,
the pitch can heave or become uneven. Consis-
tent bounce also requires the clay layer to be
bonded to the base underneath.

In many modern multipurpose stadiums,
curators develop pitches in large steel trays
away from the stadium and drop them in be-
fore a season begins. Since they lack a natural
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Recently, the Marylebone Cricket Club
(MCC) pioneered a technique called soil-steam-
ing to remove pests attacking the grass’s roots
at Lord’s. A contractor injected superheated
steam into the soil square, killing harmful mi-
crobes and weeds to several centimetres with-
out any chemical residue. Once the roots were
healthy again, the thinking went, the clay
would bind better to render a more bouncy
surface.

However, ESPNCricinfo reported the steam-
ing efforts appeared “to have had minimal pos-
itive effect on the evidence of the first two
days” of the England-New Zealand contest.

What role does grass play?
Aside from sinking roots into the pitch that
reinforce the soil, blades of grass above the sur-
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lay a pitch for the opening day, they anticipate
the sun, the humidity, and the winds will shape
its devolution over the next 450 overs.

The manner of decay depends on the clay,
according to the 2023 book Cricket Pitches: The
Science Behind the Art of Pitch-Making. On a
black-soil pitch, the clay will pull apart into is-
lands: if a ball hits the edge of one of these
cracks, it can behave dangerously. A red-soil
pitch deteriorates more uniformly: the top
layer turns to powder, scuffing the ball’s leather
and allowing spinners to find more purchase
even sans large cracks.

A good example of ‘controlled deterioration’
was the Australia v. South Africa women’s Test
at Perth in 2024: curator Isaac McDonald en-
sured the pitch dried slowly, allowing the clay
to settle into dense blocks rather than crack.
Second, his team maintained a slim carpet of
live grass on the pitch, preventing the top sur-

face from breaking up into dust.

On the other hand, the bounce troubles
at Lord’s often stem from the U.K. soils’
clay shortfall; the clay particles also don’t

bind very durably. If the weather is also in-

consistent, the pitch can develop soft spots

under a hard crust, resulting in variable
bounce.

ATP Men’s Top 15 F1 Drivers' standings Badminton Men's ranking Test Batting Test Bowling

# Player Age Points Events #  Driver Team Points Wins # Player Points Events #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
1 Jannik Sinner 24 13,500 19 1 AK.Antonelli Mercedes 156 5 1 Shi Yu Qi 1,05,305 12 1 Harry Brook 869 898 1 Jasprit Bumrah 870 908
2 CarlosAlcaraz 23 9,960 18 2 L. Hamilton Ferrari 115 1 2 Kunlavut Vitidsarn 92,565 16 2 Travis Head 853 884 2 Mitchell Starc 838 852
3 Alexander Zverev 29 7,190 20 3 G. Russell Mercedes 106 1 3 Anders Antonsen 91,155 17 3 JoeRoot 851 932 3 Pat Cummins 832 914
4 FelixAuger-Aliassime 25 4,390 24 4 C. Leclerc Ferrari 75 0 4 Jonatan Christie 88,431 17 4 Steve Smith 831 947 4 Marco Jansen 825 825
5 Ben Shelton 23 4,070 23 5 L. Norris McLaren 73 0 5 Christo Popov 84,682 20 5 Kamindu Mendis 781 784 5 Scott Boland 820 820
6 Alexde Minaur 27 4,060 24 6 0. Piastri McLaren 68 0 6 Chou Tien Chen 80,280 27 6 Kane Williamson 780 919 6 Noman Ali 817 853
7 Daniil Medvedev 30 3,810 24 7 M. Verstappen Red Bull 55 0 7 Alex Lanier 74,525 17 7 TembaBavuma 775 806 7 Matt Henry 812 853
8 Novak Djokovic 39 3,760 16 8 P. Gasly Alpine 41 0 8 Li Shi Feng 73,083 16 8 Shubman Gill 743 807 8 Kagiso Rabada 807 902
9 Taylor Fritz 28 3,635 23 9 I Hadjar Red Bull 34 0 9 Victor Lai 72,915 21 9 Yashasvi Jaiswal 733 858 9 Josh Hazlewood 775 864
10 Flavio Cobolli 24 3,540 27 10 L. Lawson RB 28 0 10 AlwiFarhan 70,369 20 10 Dinesh Chandimal 717 755 10 GusAtkinson 754 766
11 Alexander Bublik 28 3,020 26 11  0.Bearman Haas 18 0 11 Kodai Naraoka 68,020 21
12 Jiri Lehecka 24 2,640 21 12 F.Colapinto Alpine 16 0 12 LinChunvi 66,594 18
13 Andrey Rublev 28 2,460 23 13 A. Lindblad RB 13 0 13 Loh Kean Yew 65,700 18
14 Casper Ruud 27 2,425 22 14 C.Sainz Williams 6 0 14 Lakshya Sen 65,213 22
15 Lorenzo Musetti 24 2315 23 15 A Albon Williams 5 o 15 Weng Hong Yang 59,341 17 ODI Batting ODI Bowling
16 E. Ocon Haas 3 0 #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
Top - A -
Indians » - 17 G.Bortoleto Audi 2 0 1 Daryl Mitchell 815 840 1 Rashid Khan 696 775
5 18 F Alonso Aston Martin 1 0 = 2 Virat Kohli 783 908 2 Abrar Ahmed 675 675
- - - - N TOP. r Lakskhya Sen Ayuih Shetty 3 |brahim Zadran 741 756 3 Jofra Archer 649 682
X | M Dhamne 19 N.Hulkenberg  Audi 0 0 Indians » s+ Rank14 Rank2l1 - :
Sumit Naga anas - 4 Rohit Sharma 739 879 4 Keshav Maharaj 645 737
Rank 277 A 1 spot Rank 378 ¥ 5 spots 20 V. Bottas Cadillac 0 0 -
N 5 Shubman Gill 735 841 5 Maheesh Theekshana 641 680
21 5. Perez cadillac 0 0 6 BabarA: 689 894 6 Adil Rashid 629 671
abar Azam il Rashi
WTA Women’s Top 15 22 L. Stroll Aston Martin 0 0 -
) 7 Shai Hope 683 782 7 Kuldeep Yadav 618 757
# Player Age Points Events Badminton W " ki 8 Harry Tector 679 730 8 Mehidy Hasan 604 722
| adminton Women's rankin i
1 Aryna Sabalenka 28 9,090 19 “ M Pl & Point Event 9 KL }Z hul 669 576 s Shah ! Afridi 608 601
.L. Rahu aheen Alridi
2 ElenaRybakina 26 8143 22 ayer oints vents _ _
N 1 An Se Young 1,17,787 16 10 Charith Asalanka 659 705 10 Mitchell Santner 599 656
3 lIga Swiatek 25 6,733 19 - - ) W Zhivi 106.839 6
4 Jessica Pegula 32 6056 20 . > A:ng 5 m . oo :
5 MirraAndreeva 19 5751 21 AK Antonelli _L Hamilton i Chane; a;n?guc ! é(;oéﬂe 12
6 Amanda Anisimova 24 5,631 16 5 m er:( urel 82J288 m
an Yue » . :
! C?CO GéUH, 22 4879 19 F1 Constructors' standings 6 Putri Kusuma Wardani 73,473 18 T20! Batting T201 Bowling
8 E!'na ?V'ml'na 31 4,315 15 Pos Team Points Wins 7 Ratchanok Intanon 72,246 20 #  Player Rating Career best #  Player Rating Career best
9 VICtOttIa Mboko 19 3670 22 1 Mercedes 262 6 3 Pornpawee Chochuwong 67,977 16 1 Abhishek Sharma 875 931 1 Rashid Khan 753 828
10 Karolina Muchova 29 3,388 18 2 Ferrari 190 1 9 Tomoka Miyazaki 63.646 22 2 Ishan Kishan 871 871 2 Varun Chakaravarthy 740 818
11 Belinda Bencic 29 338 19 3 McLaren 141 0 10 PusarlaV. Sindhu 61401 14 3 Sahibzada Farhan 848 848 3 Abrar Ahmed 736 757
12 Marta Kostyuk 3 3157 19 2 Red Bull 89 0 11 Nozomi Okuhara 59,060 2 4 Phil salt 792 881 4 Adil Rashid 21 747
13 LindaNoskova 21 3054 22 5 Alpine 57 0 12 ChiuPin-Chian 57493 % 5 Pathum Nissanka 751 79 5 Jasprit Bumrah 702 783
14 _Jasmine Paolini 30 2617 20 5 RB a1 0 13 Michelle i 5207 2 6 Tilak Varma 742 845 6 Adam Zampa 682 746
15 Naomi Osaka 28 2571 20 7 Haas 21 0 14 Mia Blichfeldt 53.503 15 7 Suryakumar Yadav 722 912 7 Corbin Bosch 669 745
Top 2 8 Williams 11 0 15 Sim Yu Jin 53:354 10 8 Jos Buttler 716 794 8 Wanindu Hasaranga 668 809
Indians » | 3 9 Audi 2 0 — 9 Dewald Brevis 702 738 9 Mujeeb Ur Rahman 663 757
" b 10 Aston Martin 1 0 Y i 10 Brian Bennett 701 708 10 Nathan Ellis 661 678
- . - .
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There is great
talent in the
squad. Now
the focusison |
hard work,
building the
right culture
and winning
trophies
XABI ALONSO

AN

NI IRAOLA

Hot-seat shuftle: Alonso, Iraola,
Maresca sign up for big-club roulette

Chelsea, Liverpool and Manchester City will have new men in charge next season — managers with
interconnected destinies dealing with the pressure of expectations common at top clubs. What do they bring
to the job and what challenges do they face?

Reuters
Sports Bureau

German Cup and a run to the Europa League
final.
Alonso, who had cut his coaching teeth at

e

ootball managers lead uncertain lives. | You don’t Real Madrid (youth academy) and Real Sociedad

Especially when they have been hired | peedalotof | (reserve team), demonstrated his prowess as an

by big clubs. Owners and fans have things to get adroit tactician in Germany. Having to combat a

short memories. A string of middling Bayern Munich side with better players and big-

L O . attracted by . . : .

results is all it takes for speculation about a man- . ger resources, he fashioned inventive solutions.

ager’s future to run wild. Before long, the ru- LFVerpool.. His ideas were modern and progressive, bol-
mours become reality. Liverpoolis | gtered by a rigorous structure.

Arne Slot guided Liverpool to a Premier | Liverpool That success earned him a return to Real Ma-

League title in 2024-25 and was sacked a season | ANDONI drid as head coach, but his spell was reportedly

later because the Reds finished fifth. Every man- | IRAOLA affected by internal tensions, including clashes

ager who accepts a position at a top club is aware
of its perils, but the challenge, the opportunity
and the reward the job offers are irresistible.

with several senior players such as Federico Val-
verde and Vinicius Jr. He was sacked in January,
less than eight months after taking charge.

Understandably, Alonso had reservations
about the Chelsea job. The club has spent 1.8 bil-
lion pounds on signings since BlueCo took
charge in 2022, but the money has yielded neith-
er stability nor progress.

He reportedly needed reassurance from the
club’s top brass that he would have real in-
fluence at Stamford Bridge after his disillusion-
ing Madrid experience.

According to The Athletic, Alonso signalled his
desire to build a team of “mentality monsters”,
capable of establishing themselves at the top of
the Premier League.

“There is great talent in the squad,” he said.
“Now the focus is on hard work, building the
right culture and winning trophies.”

It will be interesting to witness Alonso’s tacti-
cal approach at Chelsea. During his career, he
has employed both a back three (3-4-3) and a
back four (4-3-3, 4-2-3-1, 4-4-2). A common coach-
ing intention, irrespective of formation, is his

Recruitment season

The latest to sign up for this life in England are
Xabi Alonso, Andoni Iraola and Enzo Maresca.
The three men are linked, having been part of a
hot-seat shuffle.

Maresca exited Chelsea, which hired Alonso,
who many thought was a favourite to take the
reins at Liverpool, which recruited Iraola, who
was also interviewed by Chelsea.

Chelsea has tasked Alonso with reviving its
fortunes after a turbulent, trophy-less season.
The 44-year-old Spaniard is the fifth permanent
appointment under Chelsea’s big-spending Blue-
Co ownership, following Graham Potter, Mauri-
cio Pochettino, Maresca and Liam Rosenior.

Coached by Pep Guardiola, Carlo Ancelotti,
Jose Mourinho and Rafa Benitez, Alonso rose to
prominence at Bayer Leverkusen, where he
guided the club to a historic unbeaten Bundesli-
ga title in the 2023-24 campaign, along with the

GAME THEORY

Williamson: among the best of
his era and the greatest of all time

With Kane Williamson leaving the Test stage on his own terms, we take a look
at just how special he was in a couple of aspects of batting. The first table ranks
batters with the best averages and average overperformance (minimum 5,000
runs) during Williamson’s career span (Nov. 4, 2010 - Jun. 8, 2026). Average
overperformance is the difference between a batter’s average and the mean

average (30.13) of all batters during that period. The second table ranks batters .
with the best home average of all time (minimum 3,000 runs)
BEST AVERAGES AND AVERAGE OVERPERFORMANCE DURING WILLIAMSON’S CAREER SPAN )
Player Tests | Inns | NO | Runs | Avg. A‘;%}:::;E:r'
Steven Smith 121 216 28 10,663 | 56.71 26.58
Kane Williamson 110 195 19 9,515 | 54.06 23.93
Joe Root 164 300 25 13,952 | 50.73 20.60 M
Hashim Amla 78 134 10 5,899 | 47.57 17.44 :
Alastair Cook 101 183 10 8,108 | 46.86 16.73
Virat Kohli 123 210 13 9,230 | 46.85 16.72
Ross Taylor 87 150 23 5,742 | 45.21 15.08
Angelo Mathews 109 198 26 7,744 | 45.02 14.89
David Warner 112 205 8 8,786 | 44.59 14.46 .
Cheteshwar Pujara | 102 174 11 7,119 | 43.67 13.54
Dinesh Chandimal 90 161 15 6,361 | 43.56 13.43
Azhar Ali 91 168 10 6,851 | 43.36 13.23 ] o
Mushfiqur Rahim 79 143 13 5,623 | 43.25 13.12 §
Usman Khawaja 88 159 14 6,229 | 42.95 12.82 STEVEN SMITH é .
BEST HOME AVERAGES (ALL TIME) &
Player Tests | Inns | NO | Runs | Ave - p TU Ck ﬂ| p tu m
Donald Bradman 33 50 6 | 4322 | 98.22 18 ) )
Garfield Sobers 44 75 14 | 4,075 | 66.80 14 | Turns are an important part of
Kane Williamson 55 93 12 | 5327 | 65.76 20 S competitive swimming, with
Mohammad Yousuf | 32 52 5 | 3,067 | 65.25 12 2 many a race won and lost
Michael Clarke 53 86 11 | 4,654 | 62.05 17 S during the reversal of
Javed Miandad 60 86 13 | 4,481 | 61.38 14 ~, i s direction in multiple-lap
Michael Hussey 45 76 14 | 3,794 | 61.19 14 . [ & events. . .
Kumar Sangakkara 75 124 11 6,830 | 60.44 22 | - ‘2 The tur.n s @ qUIFk
- 2 N GARHELD EE compression of action at the
Denis Compton 47 76 10 3,963 | 60.04 13 B s 2 end of a pool’s length. The
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emphasis on central progression and penetra-
tion.

Alonso demands a lot from his players; in-
deed, his ‘failure’ at Madrid, experts felt, was a
consequence of the attacking superstars refusing
to work without the ball. Will he be able to con-
vince the Chelsea squad to run all game in the
Premier League, which has become even more
physical and intense?

One advantage Alonso has is a light fixture
schedule, with Chelsea missing out on Europe.
This means more time on the training ground to
seed his ideas. He will also have a fresher squad
than England’s other big clubs — a considerable
advantage in a packed post-World Cup season.

Ticking the right boxes

While many expected Alonso to head to Mersey-
side to replace Slot, given the former midfiel-
der’s playing history at Liverpool, the Reds chose
a different Basque-born coach. Iraola, who over-
saw a significant upturn in Bournemouth’s for-
tunes, getting the side to compete with bigger,
richer clubs despite routinely losing its best
players, ticked the right boxes for Liverpool.

His success at implementing a high-pressing
and progressive style of football, centred around
attacking swiftly, was a decisive factor in his ap-
pointment. That approach, Liverpool’s bosses
thought, would work well at Liverpool, re-
nowned for its high-octane brand of football un-
der Jurgen Klopp, a style that the great Mohamed
Salah urged the club to revive.

Indeed, the more sedate football under Slot in
2025-26 was a major reason for the club losing
faith in him. That is unlikely to be a problem with
Iraola. The 43-year-old’s influences include
former Barcelona manager Ernesto Valverde and
the messianic Marcelo Bielsa, but his approach is
uniquely his own: a disruptive, hard-running, di-
rect style.

“We like to attack fast, use the width of the
pitch, overlaps and a lot of crosses, high press,”

competitors have to touch the
wall during the change of
direction — in competition,
judges or pressure pad
sensors in each lane ensure
that this occurs.

The propulsion provided by
the push-off during a turn
creates a curious dynamic in
short-course races, held in
25m pools.

Over the same distance, a
short-course race (and its
world record) will be quicker
than a long-course race,
contested in 50m pools,
because there are more turns!

Turns come in a few forms.
The open turn is used in
butterfly and breaststroke,
where swimmers have to
touch the wall with both

GETTY IMAGES

Iraola once said about his teams. “Most of the
games we win are the more open ones, where
there are more chances, where we can exploit
one-on-one situations on the outside and find
wider spaces.” Those words could well be used
to describe a Klopp side!

Iraola faces a challenging task of resuscitating
Liverpool, while also having to contend with the
absence of Salah, who had been the club’s main
source of goals for the better part of the past de-
cade. In Alexander Isak, Florian Wirtz and Hugo
Ekitike, Iraola has access to some of the most ex-
pensive, elite attacking talent in football, but he
will have to maximise them.

The high-profile job also represents a signifi-
cant step up for the young manager, who ex-
celled in underdog situations at Rayo Vallecano
and Bournemouth. How will he handle the ex-
pectations at one of Europe’s biggest clubs?

In some aspects, Maresca has the trickiest as-
signment of the three. There is the thankless task
of filling Guardiola’s shoes, but the uncertainty
ahead of the season is an even bigger wrinkle.

Manchester City and Chelsea have been
locked in negotiations over a compensation
package following Maresca’s dramatic departure
from Chelsea in January after talking about “the
worst 48 hours” of his tenure. Chelsea’s aware-
ness of City’s interest in Maresca back in Octob-
er, when he was still contracted at Stamford
Bridge, has made it a complicated situation.

City also awaits the verdict on the 115 charges
of alleged breaches of the Premier League’s fi-
nancial rules. Some reports in the English media
have claimed that the verdict will be out in the
summer; if that transpires, Maresca will have to
deal with a situation he has little control over.

The Guardiola question
The Italian will have certain comforts to fall back
on. He was a part of City’s backroom staff under
Guardiola when the club won the treble in 2023,
so he knows the set-up. His style is heavily in-
spired by Guardiola’s fundamental tenets, built
on the ideas of positional play. But Guardiola
changed to a less controlled, more direct style,
even using a shot-stopper in Gianluigi Donna-
rumma, who isn’t comfortable with the ball at
his feet. Which path will Maresca pick?
Guardiola has backed his former assistant, but
as those who succeeded Alex Ferguson and Ar-
sene Wenger found out, replacing a generational
manager is a daunting prospect.

hands simultaneously before
turning left or right.

The flip turn, used in
freestyle and backstroke,
involves a tuck and a forward
flip before the push-off.

The backwards flip, used in
the individual medley to
transition from backstroke to
breaststroke, involves a touch
and a back flip.
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CLINICAL SHOW

Super subs fire Switzerland past

Bosnia and close in on last 32 spot

DOMINANT DISPLAY
Six-star Canada hammers

Qatar into submission

A

Super subs Johan Manzambi and Ruben Vargas fired Switzerland to
a4-1 win over 10-man Bosnia-Herzegovina in a late rush of goals in
Los Angeles on Thursday. The result gave the Swiss a strong chance
of reaching the FIFA World Cup 2026 knockout round as one of the

top two teams in Group B.

A

Jonathan David scored three goals and Canada won its first World
Cup match while all but securing a spot in the knockout round with
a 6-0 victory over Qatar on Thursday. Qatar was reduced to nine
players because of red cards in the chaotic match. Canada’s Ismael
Kone was stretched off with a serious injury to his lower left leg.

TWO IN A ROW

Alleyne’s heroics hand West Indies

IN AND OUT

Prema replaces injured Shreyanka

thrilling victory over Scotland

GETTY IMAGES

Aaliyah Alleyne’s three-wicket burst helped West Indies edge
Scotland by seven runs to secure a second straight win at the
Women’s T20 WC in Leeds on Thursday. The scores: West Indies
153/6 in 20 overs (Taylor 47 n.o.) bt Scotland 146 in 20 overs (Carter
59, Alleyne 3/11, Matthews 3/19). Toss: Scotland; PoM: Taylor.

in India’s T20 World Cup squad

A

L

GETTY IMAGES

Shreyanka Patil, who injured her ankle during India’s T20 Women’s
World Cup match against the Netherlands, will take no further part
and has been replaced by leg-spinner Prema Rawat (in pic). The
Event Technical Committee of the World Cup approved the

replacement on Thursday night.

Mexico edges Korea, punches
ticket to the knockout round

The co-host becomes the first to do so after Romo pounces on an error from goalkeeper Kim

to fire his side ahead; EI Tri stopper Rangel makes a superb double save in the dying minutes

FIFA WORLD CUP

Agence France-Presse
GUADALAJARA

o-host Mexico be-
C came the first team

to reach the knock-
out rounds of the World
Cup with a 1-O win over
South Korea at a delirious
Guadalajara Stadium on
Thursday.

After a dreary first pe-
riod, Luis Romo’s goal just
after half-time thanks to a
goalkeeping error put Mex-
ico through as Group A
winner with a match to go.

Mexico stopper Raul
Rangel made a superb
double save in the dying
minutes to preserve its
lead.

Finishing top keeps
Mexico at home in the last
32 with a game against a
third-placed team in Mexi-
co City.

“It’s really difficult to
deal with the emotions,”
coach Javier Aguirre said
of the challenges going in-
to the game.

He reserved special
praise for Rangel and the
supporters in Guadalajara.

“His save was just amaz-
ing,” said Aguirre. “It was
quite a tactical match, and
hard to digest for the fans,

Costly mistake: Romo lashes in Mexico’s winner after ’keeper Kim spills the ball into his path. AFp

THE RESULTS

v

Group A: Mexico 1 (Romo 50) bt
South Korea 0.

Group B: Switzerland 4
(Manzambi 74, 90, Vargas 84,
Xhaka 90+7) bt
Bosnia-Herzegovina 1 (Mahmic
90+3).

Canada 6 (Larin 16, David 29,
45+3,90+2, Saliba 64, Manai
75-og) bt Qatar 0.

but they
outstanding.”

South Korea is second
on three points, with the
Czech Republic and South
Africa also still alive on
one.

Hong Myung-bo’s side
faces South Africa next
and is still in a good posi-
tion to advance.

were

Stat attack

David becomes the first

Canadian man to score
multiple goals (two or
more) in a World Cup game

5 O Sadikel’s goal
. in the sixth
minute is the quickest of
this edition

Canada is the first na-

tion outside of Europe
and South America to net
more than five goals in one
World Cup match

As many as five goals
were scored after the
70th minute in the Switzer-

land-Bosnia & Herzego-
vina contest, a first in the
football showpiece

Xhaka is the second

Swiss player to score in
three World Cups (2014,
2018, 2026) after Shagiri
(2014, 2018, 2022)

20y 247d

Manzambi has become

the youngest substitute to
score more than one goal
in a World Cup encounter

2 Mexico has topped
its group after a 24-
year gap

9 6 David ends a 96-year
wait for a

CONCACAF player to
perform a hat-trick at the
World Cup after Patenaude
(USA vs. Paraguay, 1930)

Compiled by ANIRUDH VELAMURI

Hydration break appears to be
affecting the outcome of contests

Ayon Sengupta
ATLANTA

The hydration break — ar-
riving at the 22nd minute
mark of each half — was in-
troduced by FIFA ahead of
the 2026 World Cup to pro-
tect players from the over-
bearing heat in venues
across North America. One
week into the tournament,
it appears to be doing more
than helping the players
cool down. Across the first
28 games of the tourna-
ment, players have spent a
combined 168 minutes on
these water breaks, listen-
ing to coaches and catching
their breath. The 56 hydra-
tion breaks have consumed
close to three hours of
match time.

What was expected to
be just a welfare measure
appears to be also influenc-
ing the course of matches.

As many as 53 of the 89
goals registered at the tour-
nament so far have arrived
after the hydration breaks
with 20 of them scored
within 10 minutes of the
restart. Nine of those 20
goals have come minutes
after the first cooling
pause, while another 11
have arrived following the
second break.

In Norway’s 4-1 win over
Iraq, Erling Haaland scored
his team’s opener minutes
after the first hydration
break, before Leo Ostigard
added the team’s third af-

Sunday’s
matches
[ GROUP E |

Germany vs. lvory Coast,
1.30a.m.

Ecuador vs. Curacao,
5.30a.m.

Tunisia vs. Japan, 9.30 a.m.

Spain vs. Saudi Arabia,
9.30 p.m.

The day and time(s) pertain to India

ter the second-half pause.
Vinicius Junior equal-
ised for Brazil against Mo-
rocco within 10 minutes af-
ter the players had
returned to the field in the
hot and humid conditions

*a

Turning point: Yakin feels that the tactical changes after the second break helped Switzerland. REUTERS

of the New York New Jersey
Stadium.

The trend has continued
elsewhere. The United
States scored its second
goal against Paraguay in
the 31st minute, soon after
the first break, while Swe-
den’s second goal against
Tunisia arrived in the 30th
minute. Switzerland
opened its account against
Bosnia and Herzegovina in
the 74th minute of its
Group B match, before
scoring another three to se-
cure a 4-1 victory.

Whether these breaks
are responsible for the re-
sults will be open to de-
bate. But coaches have
quickly recognised the tac-
tical possibilities they offer.

!

“It was important that after
the second hydration
break, we would change a
few things, because then
the opponent can’t react
immediately,” Switzerland
coach Murat Yakin said af-
ter the Bosnia and Herzego-
vina match. “Maybe that
was the edge we had”.

The breaks are also
creating a lucrative com-
mercial opportunity for the
broadcasters. FIFA’s rules
effectively provide broad-
casters with two minutes
and 10 seconds of advertis-
ing time during each drink
stoppage, adding more
than four minutes of com-
mercial inventory per
match. Note: Stats till the
Mexico-South Korea match.

Sri Lanka-A to
meet India-A
in the final

TRI-SERIES

Shayan Acharya
DAMBULLA

The last time Sri Lanka-A
and India-A met in the tri-
nation tournament, tem-
pers flared, emotions
spilled over and the result
was settled only after a dra-
matic Super Over.

But with Sunday’s final
looming, Sri Lanka-A cap-
tain Sahan Arachchige
wants his side to focus on
the trophy.

The host rode on Avish-
ka Fernando’s century and
Dulaj Samuditha’s five-
wicket haul to beat Afghan-
istan-A by 103 runs on Fri-
day and booked a place in
the summit clash.

Arachchige insisted
there would be no extra
motivation stemming from
the heated clash against In-
dia-A. “The boys are doing
well and we’re looking for-
ward to having a great
match,” Arachchige told
The Hindu on Friday.

The scores: Sri Lanka-A 322/8 in
50 overs (Niroshan Dickwella 66,
Avishka Fernando 110, Nuwanidu
Fernando 45, Faridoon
Dawoodzai 4/60) bt
Afghanistan-A 219 in 42.5 overs
(Hassan Eishakhil 74,
Farmanullah 43, Dulaj Samuditha
5/25).

Toss: Afghanistan-A; PoM:
Fernando.
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Shree Charani — a great find
for the Women in Blue

T20 WORLD CUP

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LEEDS

Spinners come and go in
Indian women’s cricket
these days. Like the singers
in reality shows.

There has been one
magnificent  exception,
though. One who has be-
come an integral part of
the Indian attack in no
time.

Shree Charani has taken
to international cricket like
a bird to the sky. She has ta-
ken flight in style. She
keeps soaring high. The
Women in Blue could not
have asked for more.

They have a champion
bowler who could be en-
trusted with the ball at any
stage in any condition.

The girl from Kadapa
keeps taking wickets. She
took three against Pakistan
in India’s opening match in
the Women’s T20 World
Cup at Edgbaston. Three

Shree Charani. GETTY IMAGES

days later, she claimed four
against the Netherlands.
On her T20I debut, a
year ago at Nottingham
here in England, the left-
arm spinner had taken
four for 12. Among her vic-
tims were Nat Sciver-Brunt
and Alice Capsey. Two
months earlier, she had
scalped two on her ODI de-

but against Sri Lanka at Co-
lombo. She also played a
big role in India’s ODI
World Cup triumph at
home last year. She already
has picked 62 international
wickets and is ranked No. 2
in the ICC ranking for T20I
bowlers. She is breathing
down Linsey Smith’s neck.

Shree Charani has truly
been a great find. She has
grown in stature in little
time.

She has a fine, complete
action. She can vary her
pace, and has a good loop.
She has admirable control,
as well. Little wonder, she
has earned high praise
from R. Ashwin.

India’s spin attack suf-
fered a setback when
Shreyanka Patil injured her
ankle during the match
against the Netherlands
and has since been ruled
out of the rest of the World
Cup. Shree Charani would
not mind the additional
responsibility.

She could get even bet-
ter, for she is just 21.

Today’s matches

f’:;xf‘bllllll
TS —
Southampton, 3 p.m. IST

HEAD-TO-HEAD
Australia | Netherlands

First Meeting

jcy

Southampton, 7 p.m. IST
HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 20

Pakistan @ | Bangladesh o

= gl >

Leeds, 11 p.m. IST
HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 1

Englando | Scotland o
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Jane and Jill — the pioneers
who created arich legacy

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LEEDS

The scoreboard said: Jane
Powell and Jill Powell 63
not out.

Jane smiles at the me-
mory. The twins were part
of an England side that
toured India.

“The scorer could not
tell us apart, so he added
our runs together and
bracketed us together,”
Jane tells The Hindu during
the T20 Women’s World
Cup match between the
West Indies and Scotland
at Headingley on
Thursday.

Jill adds it was difficult
for most people to identify
them correctly. “So I will
tell them, I am the pretty
one, and Jane is the intelli-
gent one,” smiles Jill, and
shows an old black-and-
white photograph in which
she is wearing a white skirt
(women’s teams from
countries like England and
Australia used to be
dressed thus those days).

Jane has had a more dis-
tinguished career in crick-
et. She led England in a
cricket World Cup final,
scored a Test century and
was in 2023 elected as the
first female president of
Yorkshire County Cricket
Club. She also played hock-
ey for Great Britain. “I
could have played at the
Moscow Olympics, but

women’s cricket. P.K. AJITH KUMAR

could not because of the
boycott,” she says.

She is happy that wo-
men’s cricket is finally get-
ting its due. “When we
played Australia in the final
of the 1988 World Cup, on-
ly 3,000 people had
turned up, when the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground’s
capacity was 90,000,” says
Jane.

In 2020 at the same ve-
nue, more than 86,000
fans watched Australia
play India in the final of the
Women’s T20 World Cup.
A reflection of the distance
women’s  cricket has
travelled.

“It is great that there is
now good money in wo-
men’s cricket,” says Jill.
“Back in our day, it was ve-
ry difficult for us. The In-
dian girls were at least
lucky that they had jobs.”

Both the twins have en-

Trailblazers: Jill and Jane are delighted with the growth of

joyed their time in India. “I
will never forget a meeting
we had with the then
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi,” says Jane.

“And I remember bat-
ting for 73 minutes in the
second innings - making
seven not out - to save a
match at Ahmedabad.

“India had excellent
bowlers those days, like
Shubhangi Kulkarni, who
was such a difficult leg-
spinner to tackle. India al-
so had good seamers like
Susan Itticheria.”

It is ironic that women
play fewer Tests now. “We
need more Tests for wo-
men,” says Jane.

“We are all looking for-
ward to the England-India
Test at Lord’s next month
after the World Cup final.”
That is the first-ever wo-
men’s Test at the home of
cricket.

Neeraj fourth
in Doha

Sports Bureau

India’s star javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra marked his
return to action with a
fourth-place finish at the
Doha leg of the Diamond
League on Friday.

Neeraj managed a best
of 85.69m in his third ef-
fort. Out of the five throws,

he fouled two.

Sri Lanka’s Rumesh
Pathirage, the current
World leader, won the

event with a best of 88.68.
He had produced a remar-
kable 92.62 throw at the
Rome leg. Anderson Peters
of Granada finished second
(86.38) while the USA’s
Curtis Thompson (85.99)
ended third.

Nicholls puts
Kiwis on top

Associated Press
LONDON

Henry Nicholls smacked an
unbeaten ton against En-
gland to help boost New
Zealand’s lead to 352 on
day three of the second
Test at the Oval on Friday.

The scores: New Zealand 391 &
252/3in 56 overs (Henry Nicholls
119 batting, Rachin Ravindra 76)
vs. England 291 in 84 overs
(Emilio Gay 53, Joe Root 46,
Matthew Fischer 50 n.o., Matt
Henry 5/80).
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India finishes runner-up in

World Team snooker c’ship

India’s title hopes came unstuck as it lost 2-3 to
host China ‘A’ in the final of the World Team
snooker championship in Guangdong on Friday.

The result (final): China ‘A’ bt India 3-2 (Li Chengjie lost to
Pankaj Advani 19-54; Xu Jiarui bt Aditya Mehta 66-34; Xu & Pan
Yiming bt Advani & Mehta 79-0; Xu lost to Advani 4-82; Li bt

Mehta 68-32).

Macau Open: Ashmita storms

into semifinals, Anmol out

Ashmita Chaliha defeated Korea’s Kim Min Sun to
enter the women’s singles semifinals, but
compatriot Anmol Kharb bowed out after a
quarterfinal defeat at the Macau Open Super 300

tournament on Friday.

The results: Ashmita Chaliha bt Kim Min Sun 21-16, 21-18;
Han Qian Xi bt Anmol Kharb 13-21, 21-15, 21-13.

Prachi leads the way as

India puts up a good show

Prachi beat Paris Olympics bronze medallist Shih
Yi Wu of Taiwan 4-1 as India confirmed multiple
medals following a strong quarterfinal showing at
the World Boxing Cup 2026 (Stage 2) on Friday.

The results (quarterfinals): Women: 51kg: Minakshi bt
Alua Balkibekova (Kaz) 5-0; 57kg: Prachi bt Shih Yi Wu (Tpe)
4-1; 65kg: Kinga Krowka (Pol) bt Saneh 5-0.

Men: 55kg: Nikhil bt Amin Mammadzada (Aze) 5-0; 70kg:

Deepak bt Nabi Isgandarov (Aze) 5-0.

Yuvraj to join Delhi

Capitals as batting coach

Former white-ball stalwart Yuvraj Singh is all set

Dominant India eyes series
sweep against Afghanistan

The home team will expect veteran Rohit to notch up a big score; Shreyas could also benefit

from some time in the middle; the visitor seeks an improved performance at Chepauk

AFGHANISTAN IN INDIA

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
CHENNAI

t Chepauk, time ac-
A quires the consis-
tency of tamarind -

thick, tart, and impossible
to rush. The MCC clock
watches a day-night ODI ri-
pen with magisterial indif-
ference. Beneath the sail-
like canopy roofs, the after-
noon heat presses down
with bureaucratic efficien-
cy. Vendors continue their
circuits, conversations
drift through the stands,
and the sea air arrives from
the Marina. Just beyond
the stands, suburban
trains rattle past on con-
crete stilts, their passen-
gers - spectral voyeurs -
stealing glimpses of the
sunlit turf. By the time the
shadows lengthen across
the outfield, the match no
longer feels like something
being watched. It feels like
a day being collectively
inhabited.

On Saturday, the crowd
that settles into Chepauk’s
long afternoon would ex-
pect the Indian juggernaut
to complete a 3-0 sweep of
Afghanistan in the third
and final ODI. At Lucknow,
players, and even the on-
field umpire Richard Iling-
worth, reached for cooling
towels as heat and humidi-
ty combined into an unfor-
giving working environ-
ment. Chepauk offers
familiarity, but little relief.

India has batted as if the
weather were someone els-

ing centrality to India’s
2027 World Cup plans. Ish-
an Kishan’s 125 was per-
haps equally valuable, res-
toring him to the ODI
conversation while simul-
taneously strengthening
India’s wicketkeeping re-
serves. K.L. Rahul’s late
flourish at Dharamsala ad-
ded to the sense of batting
abundance.

The bowling, too, has of-
fered encouragement. Gur-
noor Brar, Harsh Dubey,

Arshdeep Singh, and
Prince Yadav have all con-
tributed meaningfully.

Harshit Rana’s return from
a long injury layoff has on-
ly expanded India’s
options.

For a team seeking to
broaden its resources with-
out compromising results,
the series has come close
to an ideal outcome.

The master’s voice: Gurnoor is all ears as Rohit offers pearls of wisdom ahead of the final ODI. R. RAGU

mains one of India’s ODI
giants. Yet, every innings
now carries a second sco-
recard, invisible but un-
avoidable, on which selec-
tors, supporters, and time
itself keep count. His in-
nings are no longer being
watched solely for their
runs. They are being
watched for evidence of
his remainingness.

Shreyas Iyer, too, could
benefit from time in the
middle.

India’s larger objectives
are unlikely to change. The
management would gladly
accept another evening of
experimentation disguised
as dominance. If someone
else puts a hand up, so
much the better.

There are still things to
tidy up. At Lucknow, 450
briefly appeared imagina-
ble before the Afghan spin-

the last 10 overs. They de-
monstrated that even over-
whelming afternoons can

contain pockets of
resistance.
Afghanistan would

search for more of those
pockets and broader con-
tributions with the bat.

The teams (from): India:
Shubman Gill (Capt.), Rohit
Sharma, Shreyas lyer (Vice-capt.),
K.L. Rahul (wk), Ishan Kishan
(wk), Nitish Kumar, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep
Singh, Prasidh Krishna, Prince
Yadav, Gurnoor Brar, Harsh
Dubey, Yashasvi Jaiswal, and
Harshit Rana.

Afghanistan: Hashmatullah
Shahidi (Capt.), Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (wk), Ibrahim Zadran,
Sediqullah Atal, Rahmat Shah,
Ikram Alikhil (wk), Mohammad
Nabi, Azmatullah Omarzai,
Rashid Khan, Nangeyalia
Kharote, AM Ghazanfar, Ziaur
Rahman Sharifi, Fareed Malikzai,

Raring to go: Rookie pacer Prince and all-rounder Nitish Kumar
will be eager to make it count. R. RAGU

“To see the young guys
come in and bowl
was a wow moment’

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

India, having clinched the
ODI series against Afghan-
istan with victories in the
first two outings in Dha-
ramshala and Lucknow, is
set to try out the bench
strength in the third and fi-
nal game here on Saturday.

Speaking ahead of the
match, assistant coach
Ryan ten Doeschate was
full of praise for the young
crop of Indian fast bowlers
heading into next year’s
ODI World Cup.

“When we got together
in Chandigarh to see those
young guys come in and
bowl, it was literally like a
wow moment. The way
Gurnoor (Brar) has bowled
in his first two games, and
seeing a young Indian pac-
er hit 147-148 kph, is excit-
ing,” said ten Doeschate.

“For the next 15 months,
it’s purely around that (ODI
World Cup). To amalga-
mate the talent with the
guys coming through and
get them up to speed, real-

On Kuldeep Yadav’s
form, the former Dutch all-
rounder backed the left-
arm wrist-spinner to come
good soon. “The way the
game is evolving and the
way guys go after the spin,
the onus is back on the
spinner to almost reinvent
himself from time to time.
Having Sairaj (Bahutule) in
now, to work with the spin-
ners on a lot of tactical
things, game planning and
trying to come up with
new ideas, I think Kuldeep
is travelling nicely, so no
concerns about him,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan
fielding coach John Moo-
ney conceded that the cur-
rent series has exposed the
gulf between the two sides.

“The takeaway from the
series is that skills-wise,
they have a lot to do to
catch up with this Indian
team. I believe our players
have fantastic skills as well.
But the best players stick to
the basics. They do the
basics over and over and
over and over, and I feel

to join Delhi Capitals as its batting coach for the e’s problem. Shubman There is one thing the ners dragged the innings  Bilal Sami, Mohammad Saleem, ly, really quickly, is goingto  that that’s an area where
2027 season, IPL sources tracking the Gill’s unbeaten 84 and 154  crowd would want. Runs  back to earth, claiming se-  and Darwish Rasooli. be the challenge for this our players could im-
development said on Friday. have reinforced his grow- from Rohit Sharma. Here-  ven wickets for 62 runs in  Match starts at 1.30 p.m. group.” prove,” said Mooney.
. . o [ ]
Manika rails Thanya swimstonew |S ang_uk Chnches NEW DELHI ROUND-UP
. . v
againstAsiad | - vl in 400m medle s sab 1d
eXCl]_lSiOI] y men S Sa r e gO 10A and NCF organise beyond their competitive self-belief.
Athletes’ Forum careers. The Clean Sport As part of the initiative,
1:00.07 in the final to re- . Campaign aims to the ABF will extend to
Amol Karhadkar AQUATICS cord the ‘best Indian time.” | Sports Bureau ye%rri étirﬁlzsteic;;g(;fg\?er promote awareness, Odisha, Assam,
MUMBAI Tamil Nadu swimmers | NEW DELHI 30 National Sports education and informed Chandigarh, Telangana
Sports Bureau bagged the 4x100m me- Federations came together decision-making among and Meghalaya.
India’s leading women’s dley mixed relay with a | The opening day of the at the second I0A Athletes  athletes. The Reliance Foundation
paddler Manika Batra has | Thanya Shadakshari broke  new mark. 26th Senior Asian Fencing Forum on Friday. will engage with 1,800
sought the intervention of | Richa Mishra’s eight-year- . Championships saw South 10C, Abhinav Bindra Anganwadis and 44,000
the Sports Ministry and the | old record while winning "€ results (winners only): Korean Oh Sang-uk live up The event brought Foundation, Reliance children through
Indian Olympic Associa- | the women’s 400m me- z:x;z?z:)f;;s;?izﬁrﬁ“h S| to his star billing by win- together experts, athlete Foundation launch movement-based activities
tion after being omitted | dley title at the National .. erfly: B. Benedicton Rohit ning gold in the men’s representatives and ‘Let’s Move’ initiative and community sports
from the country’s table | aquatics championshipsin  (y)s317. sabre event at the Bharat leaders from across the The International Olympic  sessions.
tennis squad for the Asian | Ahmedabad on Friday.  women: 100m backstroke: Mandapam here on Friday. sporting ecosystem and Committee has teamed up
Games. Thanya clocked 4:56.78 t0  pratyasa Ray (Odi) 1:04.75; 100m China’s Luo Shaotong marked the launch of the with the Abhinav Bindra
In a strongly worded | improve upon Richa’s re-  breaststroke: Saanvi Deshwal clinched silver while Do Clean Sport Campaign, a Foundation and Reliance
statement issued on Thurs- | cord by more than two se-  (Mah) 1:13.22. Gyeong-dong of South Ko- nationwide anti-doping Foundation to bring its LIVE TELECAST

day, hours after the squad
was announced, the 2018
Asian Games mixed dou-
bled bronze medallist said
her exclusion was “deeply
disheartening, not only be-
cause of the outcome, but
because of the manner in
which the selection criteria
appear to have been inter-
preted and applied”.

conds and log the ‘best In-
dian time.

Tanishi Gupta lowered
the National mark twice as
she went on to win the wo-
men’s 100m butterfly gold.
In the morning, she broke
Nina Venkatesh’s 2023 re-
cord of 1:02.51 by register-
ing 1:01.97 in the heats.

She lowered it to

100m butterfly: Tanishi Gupta
(Kar) 1:00.07 (NMR, Old 1:01.97,
Tanishi Gupta, 2026); 400m
medley: Thanya Shadakshari
(Kar) 4:56.78 (NMR, Old 4:59.17,
Richa Mishra, 2018).

4x100m medley mixed relay:
Tamil Nadu (Dhivashree Kesavan,
Danush Suresh, B. Benedicton
Rohit, Deeksha Sivakumar)
4:01.87 (NMR, Old 4:03.44, Tamil
Nadu, 2025).

rea and Tsumori Shido of
Japan shared the bronze.

Three of India’s fencers
qualified among the top 32
in this category.

In the senior women’s
foil event, the Japanese
contingent produced a
masterclass. Yuka Ueno
captured the continental
crown while compatriot

Sera Azuma took silver.

The opening ceremony,
which was attended by Un-
ion Sports Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya, took
place in the evening.

awareness initiative in
association with the
Neeraj Chopra Foundation
(NCF).

The forum provided
athletes with practical
insights, tools and
professional guidance to
help them navigate their
sporting journeys and
prepare for opportunities

Let’s Move initiative,
which aims to encourage
and support young people
to get active, to India.

The “You Can Do This!
Let’s Move’ begins on
Olympic Day (June 23)
with a host of sporting
activities and digital
content and highlights the
power of sport in building

v

FIFA World Cup: Unite8 Sports
1,2 & Z5 App, 8.30 a.m. 10.30 p.m.
1.30 & 5.30 a.m. (Sunday)

India vs. Afghanistan: 3rd ODI,
Star Sports 2 & JioHotstar, 1.30
p.m.

ENG vs. NZ: 2nd Test, day 4, So-
ny Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 3.30 p.m.

Women’s T20 WC: Star Sports 1
& JioHotstar, 3,7 & 11 p.m.

SNAPSHOTS

Iniyan wins 360

One Global Chess
Masters title

MUMBAI: GM Pa. Iniyan
won the 360 One Global
Chess Masters chess
crown on Thursday with
7.5 points out of nine
games. The 23-year-old
from Erode, who was the
top seed, scripted six wins
and three draws. The
tournament had 56
players from 16 countries,
including 13
Grandmastersand 33
International Masters.

India loses to Germany
in FIH Pro League
ROTTERDAM: India
conceded two late goals to
lose to reigning World
champion Germany 1-2 in
a FIH Pro League match
here on Thursday.

The sides were goalless at

CM
K

Iniyan receives his prize.

half-time before Jugraj
Singh, playing in his 100th
International, struck from
a penalty corner in the
38th minute to give India
the lead.

It looked like India would
notch up rare back-to-back
wins against the Germans
who, however, equalised
four minutes from the
final hooter through a
penalty corner conversion
by Justus Weigand (56th).
Germany, then, snatched a
win with Jakob Brilla

Fulton with Jugraj.

(60th) scoring from yet
another penalty corner.
India next faces the
Netherlands on Sunday.
The result:

Germany 2 (Justus Weigand 56,
Jakob Brilla 60) bt India 1
(Jugaraj Singh 38).

Abhay-Velavan duo
remains unbeaten

in Asian squash
SARAWAK: Defending
champion and top seed
Abhay Singh and Velavan
Senthilkumar defeated

Hong Kong’s Shing Fung
Lam and Yat Long Chung
11-6, 11-5 to top the men’s
Pool A in the third Asian
Doubles Squash
Championships on Friday.

In women’s doubles,
second seed Joshna
Chinappa and Rathika
Seelan beat Singapore’s
Wai Lynn Au Yeong and
Naisha Singh 11-7, 11-5 for
their fourth win in as
many rounds to top Pool
B.

In mixed doubles, second
seed Velavan and Joshna
recorded three wins on
the second day to top the
five-team Pool B with a
clean slate.

The results: Men: Pool A: Abhay
Singh & Velavan Senthilkumar bt
Shing Fung Lam & Yat Long
Chung 11-6, 11-5. Pool B: Nasir
Igbal & Noor Zaman bt Rahul
Baitha & Suraj Chand 11-5, 11-9.

Women: Pool B: Joshna
Chinappa & Rathika Seelan bt
Wai Lynn Au Yeong & Naisha
Singh 11-7, 11-5; Nga Ching
Cheng & Heylie Fung bt Janet
Vidhi & Pooja Arthi 11-4,9-11,
11-7.

Mixed: Pool B: Velavan & Joshna
bt Wai & Jerome Au Jin Ming 11-7,
11-5; bt Oh Seojin & Mingyeong
Heo 11-9, 11-9; bt MinWoo Lee &
Eum Hwayeong 11-5, 11-7.

Australia seals T20I
series against
Bangladesh

CHATTOGRAM: Australia
beat Bangladesh by seven
runs in the second T20I on
Friday to seal the
three-match series.

The scores: Australia 196/5 in 20
overs (Renshaw 89 n.o, David 45,
Nasum 2/27) bt Bangladesh
189/6 in 20 overs (Saif Hasan 42,
Parvez Hosain 36, Towhid 35,
Hardie 2/40).

Toss: Australia; PoM: Renshaw.

Miracle Star primed to repeat

BENGALURU: Miracle Star, who is
in fine nick, may score an encore
in the Chief Justice’s Cup (1,800m),
the feature event of the races to be
held here on Saturday (June 20).
False rails (width about 3.5m from
1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position.

PRONTO  PRONTO  PLATE

(1,600m), maiden 3-y-o only,
(Terms), 2-00 p.m.: 1. Asterion (4)
G. Vivek 56, 2. Black Irish (3) Pavan
56, 3. Incredible Luck (5) Yash 56,
4. Legacy Field (6) Akshay K 56, 5.
The Archer (1) Sandesh 56 and 6.
Digital Empress (2) Antony 54.5.
1. THE ARCHER, 2. LEGACY FIELD

BORSALINO PLATE (DIV. II),

1,400m, rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0 &
over, 2-30: 1. Fortis (10) S. Sachin
60, 2. Invincible (9) M. Rajesh K
59.5, 3. Finley (3) Lave Kumar 59,
4. Ziva (2) Neeraj 59, 5. Prince Of
Wales (5) Antony 58.5, 6. Cor-
inthian (6) Sandesh 58, 7. Eternal
Glory (11) M. Prabhakaran 58, 8.
Exceed (7) Hindu S 58, 9. Knotty
Cruise (1) G. Vivek 57, 10. Master
Way (8) Pranil 56.5 and 11. Alamgir
(4) L.A. Rozario 56.
1. KNOTTY CRUISE, 2. PRINCE OF
WALES, 3. ALAMGIR

PADDIWICK PLATE (1,600m),
rated 00 to 25, 3-00: 1. Stella
Maris (7) Pavan 62.5, 2. Art Of Ro-
mance (4) Kiran Rai 62, 3. Sea Dia-
mond (5) Md. Ashraf 61.5, 4. Carter

(3) Vishal 61, 5. Bruce Almighty
(10) Neeraj 60, 6. Supernal (2)
Rushal 60, 7. Blue Saint (6) Salman
Khan 59, 8. Honeypot (1) M. Rajesh
K 59, 9. Queen Maxima (11) Faizan
Khan 59, 10. Lex Luthor (9) Antony
58.5 and 11. Shock And Awe (8)
Darshan 56.5.

1. STELLA MARIS, 2. ART OF RO-
MANCE, 3. CARTER

D. KUMAR SIDDANNA ME-

MORIAL cup (1,400m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms), 3-30: 1.
Edison (7) G. Vivek 56, 2. Seize The
Grey (2) S. Saqlain 56, 3. Waves Of
Wonder (1) Rayan 56, 4. Evolvita
(5) Darshan 54.5, 5. On The Rise (6)
Pavan 54.5, 6. Royal Legacy (3)
Suraj 54.5 and 7. Shutterfly (4)
Sandesh 54.5.
1. SHUTTERFLY, 2. ON THE RISE

CHIEF JUSTICE’S CUP (1,800m),

4-y-0 & over, (Terms), 4-00: 1.
Duke Of Tuscany (11) G. Vivek 60,
2. Ramiel (7) Vaibhav 58.5, 3.
Mayne Magic (4) Antony 55.5, 4.
Miracle Star (6) Suraj 55.5, 5. Posit-
ano (12) Sandesh 55.5, 6. Golden
Thunder (2) C. Umesh 54.5, 7. Star
Of Night (5) Neeraj 54, 8. Galahad
(8) Akshay K 52.5, 9. Kings Gambit
(9) Yash 52.5, 10. Alfonsine (1) A.
Asbar 51, 11. Gold Empire (10) Arul
51 and 12. Azalea (3) A. Prakash
49.5.
1. MIRACLE STAR, 2. ALFONSINE, 3.
MAYNE MAGIC

PRABALO PLATE (1,200m),

rated 20 to 45, 4-30: 1. Agera
(11) L.A. Rozario 60, 2. Bright
Thunder (8) Akshay K 59, 3. Feel-
ing Good (10) Vaibhav 55.5, 4. Aces
Up (2) A. Ramu 53.5, 5. Brave
Heart (6) Vinod Shinde 53.5, 6.
Wincleaver (3) Sandesh 53, 7. Blaz-
ing Fire (7) Rayan 52.5, 8. Cascais
(9) Shreyas S 52.5, 9. Double Your
Money (1) A. Asbar 52.5, 10. Xaily
(5) M. Rajesh K 52.5, 11. LG’s Star
(4) Jagadeesh 52 and 12. Inicio (12)
Vishal Bunde 51.5.
1. BRIGHT THUNDER, 2. WIND-
CLEAVER, 3. DOUBLE YOUR MONEY

BORSALINO PLATE (DIV. 1),
1,400m, rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0
& over, 5-00: 1. Eagle Eye (2) S.
Sachin 60.5, 2. Sicyon (7) Yash
58.5, 3. Splendid Dream (5)
Shreyas S 57.5, 4. Valiant Stream
(4) Akshay K 57.5, 5. Night Raider
(8) Arvind K 56, 6. Stravinsky (9)
Kiran Rai 56, 7. N R I Victory (3)
Jagadeesh 55, 8. Perfect Attitude
(6) Antony 55, 9. Glorious Strides
(1) Neeraj 54.5 and 10. Goddess Of
War (10) G. Vivek 54.
1. EAGLE EYE, 2. GODDESS OF WAR,
3. SICYON
Day’s best: MIRACLE STAR
Double: SHUTTERFLY — BRIGHT
THUNDER
Jkt: 3,4, 5, 6 and 7; Mini Jkt: 4, 5, 6
and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and 4; (ii): 5, 6
and 7.
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SR. NAME OF OLD REFERENCE/ NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF NODAL
No. | BOARD/CORP./ NIT NO. THE BOARD | OFFICER/CONTACT
AUTH CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1 UHBVN NIT-125/HPPC EXTENSION OF BID SUBMISSION www.uhbvn. 9357886789
DATE UPTO 23.06.2026 org.in cehppc@uhbvn.
org.in

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or

SAMVAD-13/2027/40/46404/1/199/7

CENTRAL RAILWAY

NAGPUR DIVISION

PROVISION OF SOLAR PLANT

E-TENDER NOTICE No.
NGP/L/2024/T/20R Dtd.: 17.06.2026
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(General) Central Railway, 2™ Floor, DRM
Building, Kingsway Road, Nagpur-
440001 for and on behalf of President of
India invites E-Tender through website
www.ireps.gov.in for the following work.
Name of work: Provision of Roof Top on
grid solar plant at various stations over
Nagpur Division i.e. KRTH, TAKU, KQE,
DOH, POX, GDYA, BZU, PAR, NRKR,
KATL, KSWR, NGP, KRI,AQ, DMN, WR &
PLO etc Tender cost of work:
%3,06,51,573.70/- Three Crore Six lakh
fifty-one thousand five hundred seventy
three and seventy paisa only Bid
security: %6,13,000/- Cost of tender
form: TNil Completion period
12 months. The offer will remain open
for 60 days. Date & Time for
submission of tender: 16.07.2026 up to
16.00 Hrs. Date & Time of opening of
tender: 16.07.2026 up to 16.15 Hrs.
Website particulars : www.ireps.gov.in
Detailed tender notice is placed on
notice board in the office of Sr. DEE (G),
NGP 2nd floor DRM office building
Nagpur. Further any other correction
and corrigendum, if any, to be seen on

website only.

Sr. DEE (Gen)

UNAUTHORIZED CROSSING OF RAILWAY LINE =4
IS A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE N

Ration Distribution Point, Delhi Cantt
invites bids for "Hiring of Outsourcing
Services for Distribution of Ration" for
the period from 01 Aug 2026 to 31 Jul
2027. Tenders forms available at
Supply Depot Delhi Cantt from 22 Jun
2026 to 26 Jun 2026 from 1000 hrs to
1700 hrs for Rs 1,200/- (Rupees one
thousand two hundred only)(Non

j EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
INVITING ONLINE E-TENDER
TENDER Notice No. EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
08-2026-27 Danapur

The Divisional Railway Manager, E.C.
Railway, Danapur for and on behalf of
the President of India is inviting online
(E-tendering) Open from the reputed
contractors working in State/Central Govt
having valid Electrical Contractor license for
the required voltage level (as per scope of
work) issued by State/Central Govt.
licensing board for the following work:
Tender No.: EL-50-DNR-OPEN-08-
2026-27, SI.No. : 1. Name of work with its
location:- (A) Electrical (G) works related to
proposal for two new goods line (750 M) at
DHWN station. (B) Electrical (G) works
related to Provision of RCC OH Tank 50,000
Gallons capacity with water supply
arrangements at Fatuha and Khusroopur
station under ADEN/PNBE (C) Electrical (G)
works related to Provision of RCC OH Tank
50,000 Gallons capacity in lieu of old steel
tank with water supply arrangements at
Biharshariff station. 2. Approx cost of the
work (NIT value) :- 379,41,484/- (Rs
Seventy Nine Lakh Forty One Thousand
Four Hundred Eighty Four Only). 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited:- 31,58,800/- (Rs.
One Lakh Fifty Eight Thousand Eight
Hundred only). 4. Date & time for online
submission and closing of all above
tenders:- Date & time for online submission
of tender - 16.07.2026 up to 12:00 Hrs. 5.
Website particulars, notice board
location where complete details of
tender can be seen and address of the
office from where all the above tender
form can be seen:- CRIS website
http:f/www.ireps.gov.in. Office of the
Sr. DEE (G)/ E.C. Rly., Danapur, D.R.M.
Building, 1st Floor, East Central Railway,
Danapur.

NOTE: All corrigendum will be uploaded on

website before 15 days ifrequired.

Divnl. Railway Manager (Electrical/G)
East Central Railway/Danapur

PR/0419/DNR/ELECT/T/26-27/52

Refundable). Last date for bid
submission is 03 Jul 26 by 1200hrs.
Contact Number 8433104391

Invites Online Applications
for
UPSC Civil Services/Judicial Services/
SSC-CGL Coaching Programme 2026-27
(For Minorities, SC, ST and Women Candidates)
Apply Online Link: https:
For details visit:

https://api.amu.ac.in/storage/file/10015/
notice-and-circular/1780743194.pdf

/loaps.amuonline.ac.in

-

BHAKRA BEAS
NATION'S PRIDE

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

(A Statutory Body under Ministry of Power, Government of India)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

for Removal of Sediments

maintenance activity.

website www.bbmb.gov.in
288-PR-Bd. Sectt.-5

BBMB invites Eol (Tender ID-
for Selection of Firm for

Pradesh) Site in Bhakra Dam Reservoir as

For detailed terms & conditions, please visit CPP portal
https://letenders.gov.in/eprocure/app and BBMB

2026_BBMB_281233_1)
Issuance of NOC
of Seer Khad (Himachal

For your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDERS FOR THE

SUPPLY OF ITEMS

E-tender Notice No. NIT/01/26/28, Dated 18th June 26 For and on behalf of the
President of India, the Principal Chief Materials Manager, Central Railway invites
e-tenders for supply of the following items:

3";. Tender No. Description Qty. Due Date
1127261820 | Secondary Spring 338 Nos. 06-July-26
2 | 38264318 | Wheel Set Earthing Equipment 567 Nos. 15-JUL-26
3 | 27261160 | Elgi Make AOH Kit 589 Set 16-JUL-26
4 27263677 | Elgi Make POH Kit 135 Set 20-JUL-26
5 | 27263238 Bull Gear 107 Teeth 248 Nos. 15-JUL-26
6 | 27260001 | Metalised Carbon Strips 1501 Nos. 08-July-26
7 | 27264594 | Set of Dampers 35 Set 13-JUL-26
8 27261513 | Commutator Assembly 40 Nos. 30-JUL-26

HIGH VOLTAG CABLE WITH PLUG 44 Nos. 09-July-26
9 | 27264605/ (T-TYPE CABLE HEAD TERMINATION SYSTEM) FOR WAP7 &
WAG9 (3 PHASE) CLASS LOCOMOTIVES. CLW'S SPECN. NO.
CLW/ES/3/0251 REV-2
10 | 27264645A | Outer Labyrinth Ring 275 Nos. 22-JUL-26
Set of Labyrinth Ring bearing cap & 1080 Set 27-JUL-26
11127263466 Clamp plate
12 | 41263940A Voltage_phase Qon_trol (MMR- 1322 Nos. 14-July-26
Measuring monitoring Relay)
Flat Brushes for paint and varnishes, [11965 Nos. 22-JUL-26
Gr. 1, size 12, 25, 38,50,63,75 mm of vulcanised rubber setting
13170261009 | type, confirming to IS 384: Part-1: 2023 and bristles confirming to
1S 1844: 1993 (Re-affirmed-2018) with amendment no. 1 of Dec.
2021, Type-Soft (S).
Running Contract for Manufacture and |500 Set |29-June-26
14 (51266080 | Supply of 6400 mm Thick Web Curved Switch for 1 in 8.5 Symme-
trical Split turnout on PSC sleepers as per RDSO Drg no. T-8708.
T-9790-3300 sets
T-9841-2250 sets
T-8822-1124 sets
1551266086 | Running Contract for Manufacture and | T-9774-1100 sets | 09-July-26
Supply of Types of NCR GRSP. T-8779-1200 sets
T-4218-4264 sets
T-4865-5086 sets
T-10070-140 sets

NOTE: All above mentioned tenders are e-tenders and all tenders are requested to

submit their bids on-line through the IREPS website at https://www.ireps.gov.in. For

more details regarding the above mentioned tenders and other supply tenders please
visit IREPS website. PCMM
UNAUTHORIZED CROSSING OF RAILWAY LINE IS A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE

GOVERNMENT
PUNJAB WATER SUPPLY

OF PUNJAB
& SEWERAGE BOARD

BID NO. ETENDER/EE/PWSSD/ROPAR/23/2026 Date: 17.06.2026

Executive Engineer, Pb. W/S & Sew., Divn.
Officer, Pb. W/S and Sew. Board Chandigarh invites online bids for the following

Ropar on the behalf of Chief Executive

works:-
Sr. Items Amount &
No. Time Limit
Providing & Fixing Clear Water Submersible pump Set in CWR
1 of 13 MLD WTP of DWSS opposite Jawahar Market Providing
Laying 200mm i/d DIK-9 S&S Rising Main from WTP to OHSR
at Kethera (Existing) Barari (proposed) at Nangal Distt Ropar. | As per DNIT
Providing RCC pipe sewer from Bari Haveli to Paras City,
2 Construction of IPS and Laying of Rising main from Paras City
to STP Bari Haveli at Roopnagar.

Closing date & Time
Opening date & Time
Prebid Meeting Date

For detailed log onto

-
-
-
-

the above website only.

1796/12/2026-27/12520

06.07.2026 upto 3.00 P.M.
07.07.2026 upto 01:00 PM.
24.06.2026 at 09.00 A.M.

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
Note: Any Corrigendum(s), to the Tender/RFP Notice shall be published on

Executive Engineer,
Pb. W/S & Sew. Div.,

Ropar.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice

DRM (Electrical) Jaipur, for and on the
behalf of president of Union of India,
invites e-tenders for following works: SN
11 NIT No. : EL-JP-03R-2026-27 Name
of work : Electrical work in connection
with [1] Replacement of old/ Dilapidated
quarters at RGS, SIKR, JJN stns Type- I
(' 20units), [2] Construction of new
quarters for staff/officers at
NNL,NIP,DBLA of Type-ll (08 Units),
Type- 111(05 Units) & Type- V(02 Units)
=15, [3] Providing 15 units Type Il
quarters in lieu of old abandoned
quarters for Gang No. 39,40 & 42 in
SIKAR - LHU section, [4] Providing 8
units Type Il quarters in lieu of old
abandoned quarters for Gang No. 27 &
28 in JP- RGS section, [5] Replacement
of old/Dilapidated quarters at FL,NRI,
KSG stns Type-Il (13 units), Type- llI
(05Units)&Type- IV (02 Units) = 20 units
[6] Provision of Staff quarters at old KSG
Station Type-2(08Nos) Type-IIl (04Nos)
& Type- IV( 01Nos) Total=13 Nos NIT
cost: 10855504.78 Earnest Money :
217100.00 Tender opening :
10.07.2026 Note : Date & time of
closing of e-tender : On tender opening
date upto 15.00 hrs. Date & time of e-
tender Opening : On tender opening
date after 15.00 hrs. Complete details
of tender can be seen on website No. :
http://www.ireps.gov.in 891-DE/26

Please join us on [JE4C) NWRaiways (€) NWRaitways_

FSZ1EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [3#]

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are invited for execution of the
following works by Divisional Railway
Manager (Engg.), E.C. Railway, Dhanbad:-
S. No.:01, E-Tender No. : 109-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : GHD-CPU- Provision of
Kanhar Canal crossing with RCC box
culvert (2.85M x 2.25M) by Box pushing
method at Km. 79/27 - 79/29 in GHD-CPU
Section under ADEN/RNQ East Central
Railway. 12 (Twelve) months. Approx. cost
ofwork (InRs.):%3,57,84,611.71
S. No.:02, E-Tender No. : 110-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Provision of Multi
Section Digital Axle Counter (MSDAC) in
Chopan (CPU) Yard under Dhanbad
Division. 06 (Six) Months. Approx. cost of
work (InRs.):%33,63,139.79
S. No.:03, E-Tender No. : 111-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Maintenance of exiting
LHS in monsoon season for water logging
and misc. work. 06 (Six) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.):%55,86,367.50
S. No.:04, E-Tender No. : 112-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period:improvement of Circulating
area & Other passenger amenities work i.e.
Approach road, water booth, benches,
shed, PF surface etc. KSHR, CBH, DSME,
PSB, YDD, SMND & HRE under
ADEN/GJD. 12 (Twelve) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.):¥3,40,36,463.15
S. No.:05, E-Tender No. : 113-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Provision of deep tube
well, Hand Pump & water Tap at KSHR, CBH,
DSME, PSB, SMND, HRE & YDD under
ADEN/ GJD. 09 (Twelve) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.):¥1,99,50,359.47
S. No.:06, E-Tender No. : 114-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : GMO : Provision of deep
tube well with pump house at North & South
side colony for supply of water to station &
colony at GMO. 06 (Six) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.) :¥58,93,575.01
S. No.:07, E-Tender No. : 115-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Repair to south side
station road of Dhanbad under ADEN(1)/
DHN. 06 (Six) Months. Approx. cost of work
(InRs.):346,71,960.41
S. No.:08, E-Tender No. : 116-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : DHN - Improvement of
Railway hospital at Dhanbad udner
ADEN/1/DHN. 12 (Twelve) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.):¥2,59,91,451.06
S. No.:09, E-Tender No. : 117-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Supply of welding
Portion under ADEN/KQR. 12 (Twelve)
Months. Approx. cost of work (In Rs.) :
366,32,020.28
S. No.:10, E-Tender No. : 118-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Repair to main pipeline
from Intake well a Telaiya dam to WTP/KQR
and other related works for water supply
system. 24 (Twenty Four) Months. Approx.
costofwork (InRs.) :¥54,99,395.59
S. No.:11, E-Tender No. : 119-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Supply, stacking and
loading of 50,000 cum (Nominal size 50mm
gauge) machine crushed track ballast as per
Railway specification and loading the same
into any type of Railway wagaons from
Tetulmari depot under Dhanbad Division.
12 (Twelve) Months. Approx. cost of work
(InRs.):312,81,97,500/-

S. No.:12, E-Tender No. : 120-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Interlocking of 3 Nos. of
L.C. Gates having TVU more than 20000 in
Dhanbad division. 09 (Nine) Months.
Approx. costofwork (InRs.) :342,92,104.19

S. No.:13, E-Tender No. : 121-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Providing Trolley
visualization system, T/Refuge along with
displaying boards etc. under the section of SSE/
W/GJD under ADEN/GJD. 06 (Six) Months.
Approx. costof work (InRs.) : ¥1,08,17,363.97
S. No.:14, E-Tender No. : 122-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Special track repairs
and maintenance of the section in SSE/
P.Way/OBRA under ADEN/CPU. 12 (Twelve)
Months. Approx. cost of work (In Rs.) :
374,98,772.10

S. No.:15, E-Tender No. : 123-DHN-2026-
27, Name of the work with its location &
completion period : Special track repairs and
maintenance of the section in SSE/ P.Way/
WDM under ADEN/RNQ. 12 (Twelve) Months.
Approx. cost of work (In Rs.) : ¥59,99,836.87
Earnest Money (In Rs.) : Earnest Money is
applicable as shown in http://
www.ireps.gov.in.portal. Date & Time for
closing and opening of e-tender : Date of
closing of e-tender at 12.00 hours on
13.07.2026. Date of opening of e-tender
from 12:30 hrs. on 13.07.2026. Website
particulars : http://www.ireps.gov.in No
manual tender will be accepted against e-
tendering.

Divisional Railway Manager
(Engineering)/ECR/Dhanbad
PR/0415/DHN/ENGG./T/26-27/140
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GUJARAT ENERGY TRANSMISSION

CORPORATION LIMITED

" ’ L
REGISTERED & CORPORATE OFFICE, SARDAR PATEL VIDYUT BHAVAN,
GETGU RACECOURSE, VADODARA — 390 007

www.getcogujarat.com

TENDER NOTICE NO. ACE (P&C): TN - 05: 2026-27

[A] PROCUREMENT: E-3083:- (1) Purchase of 11 kV and 22 kV AB Switch
for year 2025-26 and 2026-27 as per latest technical specification on Firm
price basis.

[B] CIVIL: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ CIVIL- 633, 634, 635, 636, 638, 639:-
(1) Construction of Control Room Building Extension with Electrification,
colour work in existing control room building and ancillary civil work at
various substation of AM Division Bhuj under Anjar Circle, (2) Construction
work of New Control Room Building, 2 Nos. of TR Bay, 2 Nos. of Line Bay,
Road, Yard cable trench, Area grading & misc. civil work on pile at existing 66
kV Tithgam Sub-station in Phase-I under Palanpur Circle, (3) Construction of
Control Room Building Panel Room on First Floor, Foundations, Cable Trench,
Compound Wall (Retaining Wall), RCC Road, Box Culvert & Misc. civil works
at 66 kV Mahuva-II S/s, Ta. Mahuva & Dist. Bhavnagar under Amreli Circle,
(4) Construction of 132/66/33 kV Control Room Building, 2 Nos.132/33kV
TR bay Foundations, Cable Trench, Comp. wall, RCC Road, etc. at existing 132
kV Narol S/s under Nadiad circle, (5) Construction of Control Room Building,
Foundations, T4 Quarter, pre cast Cable Trench, precast Compound Wall,
RCC Road & misc. civil works etc. at 66 kV Tamachan S/s. Ta. Jamnagar, Dist.
Jamnagar under Jamnagar Circle, (6) Construction of 66 kV Control room
building, Security cabin, Cable trench, Road, & ancillary civil work at 66 kV
Khakhariya S/s under Godhra Transmission Division under Jambuva Circle.

[C]LINE: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-455,462, 463,472/ UPRATING/ TL/
66kV/ S&E:- (1) Supply, installation, testing & commissioning of conversion
of (i) 66 kV Hirapur-Kanbha line (ii) 66 kV Juval Rupavati-Kerala line-1
(iiii) 66 kV Juval Rupavati—Kerala line-2 (iv) 66 kV Salejada-Ingoli line (v)
66 kV Navagam-Jetalpur line (vi) 66 kV Karamsad-Vallabh-Vidyanagar
line-1 (vii) 66 kV Karamsad-Vallabh-Vidyanagar line-2 (viii) 66 kV Singlav-
Borsad line (ix) 66 kV Karamsad-Singlav line (x) 66 kV Kheda-Samadara
line (xi) 66 kV Sabarmati-Godarej line (xii) 66 kV Godrej-Tragad line
(xiii) 66 kV Khanpur-Bahiyal line with ACSR DOG conductor into equivalent
HTLS Conductor (Equivalent weight of ACSR DOG conductor with Higher
Ampacity) of Nadiad Circle), (2) Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of conversion of (i) 66 kV Dudhai-Navagam line (ii) 66 kV Kukma (220 kV)
- Madhapar line (iii) 66 kV Naliya-Bhachunda line (iv) 66 kV Dhaneti-
Dagara line (v) 66 kV Dagara-Kanaiyabe line (vi) 66 kV Mokha-Mathada
line (vii) 66 kV Mathada-Khedoi line (viii) 66 kV Bhachau-Shikra line (ix)
66 kV Anjar-FTZ line (x) 66 kV Shivlakha-Rapar line (xi) 66 kV Rapar-Vajepar
line (xii) 66 kV Nanikhakhar-Dahisara line (xiii) 66 kV Mokha-Mokha- 2
line with ACSR DOG Conductor into equivalent HTLS Conductor (Equivalent
weight of DOG Conductor with Higher Ampacity) of Anjar Circle, (3) Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning for Conversion of (i) 66 kV Koylana-
Vadala line (i) 66 kV Sondrada-Shergadh line (iii) 66 kV Shergadh-Ajab
line (iv) 66 kV Chanaka-Dharigundali line (v) 66 kV Visavadar-Vekariya line
(vi) 66 kV Mevasa-Rangpar line (vii) 66 kV Motipaneli-Valasan line (viii)
66 kV Motipaneli-Jamjodhpur line (ix) 66 kV Patanvav-Motimarad line (x)
66 kV Bhayavadar-Chitravad line (xi) 66 kV Kotdabavisi-Jamjodhpur line
(xii) 66 kV Supedi-Dhoraji line with ACSR DOG Conductor into equivalent
HTLS Conductor (Equivalent weight of DOG Conductor with Higher Ampacity)
of Junagadh Circle, (4) Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of LILO to
400 kV Mevasa from 66 kV S/C Pragapar—Rapar line on D/C panther tower
with AL-59 Conductor (Eq. Wt. to ACSR Panther Conductor) having Overhead
line length 21.32Rkm under Anjar Circle. (Only OH Portion).

[D] SUBSTATION: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-469:- (1) Design,
Engineering, Manufacturing, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of
66/11kV GIS equipment’s, materials on turnkey basis including Procurement
of land and all civil works at 66 kV Gothan-2 GIS.

The above tenders are available on website www.getcogujarat.com (for
view and download only) & tender.nprocure.com (For view, download
and online tender submissions).

Note: Bidders are requested to be in touch with our websites till opening
of these tenders.

Date: 20/06/2026
I/c. Additional Chief Engineer (Procurement & Contracts)
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National Civil Services Examination

NIRMAN 2026 - A CSR SCHEME

A Noble Initiative for Rewarding Mains Aspirants of

from Operational

States of Coal India Limited

ONE-TIME FINANCIAL GRANT OF

Z 1,00,000

To be credited directly into your bank account

WHO CAN APPLY ?

For eligibility, candidates have to meet all of the following conditions:

Are a permanent resident of Assam, Chhattis

S S~ 1«

Examination 2026

* For details, visit: https://nirman.cmpdi.co.in/
Documents required:

Recent photograph

Signature
UPSC Preliminary Examination Admit Card

Bank Details (Cancelled cheque/passbook

N RWN =

CIL during any stage of application

your selection under NIRMAN SCHEME.

Have qualified the UPSC CSE/IFoS Preliminary Examination 2026

garh, Jharkhand, Madhya

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh or West Bengal
Annual family income should not exceed % 8,00,000 (FY 2025-26)
Are not an employee/ward of employee of CIL or its subsidiaries
Are not a permanent employee/probationer in Central/State
Government, UT Administration or any PSU

Have not availed benefits under NIRMAN 2024 or NIRMAN 2025

HOW TO APPLY ?

» Submit your application through the dedicated online portal. Application
window starts after the declaration of result of UPSC CSE/IFoS Preliminary

Valid Photo Identity Proof (Aadhaar/PAN/Voter ID, etc.)
Income Certificate issued by Competent Authority
Domicile/Address Proof issued by Competent Authority

copy)

Any additional documents as specified on the portal or as sought by

Note: Mere submission of application on NIRMAN portal does not qualify

BLOCK NO.7, SHAKTI BHAWAN, RAMPUR, JABA

No. COM(SEPYEZ/GN-11/111/624 oy e pomiee

received online on the portal https://mptenders.gov.in up to date & time as per

who may like to be present at the time of opening of tender:-

. MP POORV KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD.

Tel No: 0761 2702473, Fax No.0761-2660048
CIN: U40109MP2002SGC015120, e-mail: cepurez@yahoo.in

LPUR (M.P)

=

Jabalpur, dtd:- 15.06.2026

Online tender is invited for supply of following items from manufacturers only as per tender specifications. The Bids will be

key dates. The tender will be opened in the

office of undersigned as mentioned in tender time schedule (key dates) in presence of bidders duly authorized representative

Sr. | T.S. No. (For e-Tendering) NAME OF ITEMS APPROX. VALUE | TENDER FEE | Due date & times of
No. DISCOM/EZ/PUR (Rs. in Lakhs) (in Rs) Opening of Tender(*)
1 TS-1707 (E-Tender No. DPC & Super Enameled 114.96 5900 08.07.2026
2026_PKVVC_515786_1) | Aluminium Winding Wire

*For updated/extended due dates for opening of tender (EMD in Cover -1 & Tech
to the online key dates.

SAVE ENERGY FOR BETTER TOMORROW | “fawict ddeft faravmrdi o fartaneon o forw 1912 graet &8

no-commercial bid in Cover-2) please refer
C.G.M (S&P)

AT [IHE e

(Ff v e Feam FEeT, MR HYER) B, B, G 0484-2377266, 67

Coconut Development Board
[MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA]
KOCHI, KERALA. PH : 0484-2377266, 67
Email: ho-publicity@coconutboard.gov.in, Website:https://coconutboard.gov.in
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TGS https://www.coconutboard.gov.in T | B ) atfireatd
TE 9o FeRIT & % 15 TT o +fieR SR T 2|
afea, FIREeT faehrT are
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST(EOI)
FOR CARBON CREDIT PROJECT IN COCONUT

Coconut Development Board (CDB) invites EOI
from reputed and experienced organizations/agencies
for empanelment for the development, implementation,
monitoring, verification and commercialization of Carbon
Credit Projects in Coconut Cultivaton on a pilot basis.
Interested agencies may visit the Coconut Development Board
website  https://www.coconutboard.gov.in for detailed EOI
documents, scope of work, eligibility criteria and submission
guidelines. The EOQI shall be submitted within 15 days from the
date of publication of this advertisement.
The Secretary, Coconut Development Board

CENTRAL RAILWAY

NAGPUR DIVISION

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Chief Medical Superintendent,
Central Railway, Nagpur, on behalf of
the President of India, invites Expressions
of Interest (EOI) from reputed private
Healthcare Organizations (HCOs)/
Hospitals for empanelment and tie-up
with Central Railway, Nagpur for providing
treatment to Railway benefici-aries on a
cashless referral basis. Applications are
invited from Hospitals empanelled
with CGHS, ECHS, ESIC or Hospitals
run by Government of India/State
Government/Public Sector Undertak-
ings (PSUs).Reputed Multi speciality/
Super-speciality Hospitals located in
Nagpur, Wardha & Chandrapur Districts
of Maharashtra and Pandhurna, Betul &
Chhindwara Districts of Madhya Pradesh
falling under the jurisdiction of Central
Railway, Nagpur Division. Non-CGHS
empanelled hospitals may also apply.
Interested hospitals may submit their
applications along with all required
documents within 21 days from the date of
publication of this notice at the following
address: Chief Medical Superintendent
Divisional Railway Hospital, Central
Railway, Near Railway Station, Kingsway,
Nagpur-440001. Detailed application
format, eligibility criteria, terms &
conditions, scope of services, and draft
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
are available on the Central Railway
website: www.cr.indianrailways.gov.
in For any clarification, interested
hospitals may contact the Office of the
Chief Medical Superintendent during
working hours. C.M.S.

UNAUTHORIZED CROSSING OF RAILWAY LINE
IS A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE

qugj; (el S el VAL TN TENDER NOTICE & 2

150 SEATS MEDICAL COLLEGE &
883 BEDDED TEACHING HOSPITAL
AT SECTOR-102, GURUGRAM ON
PPP_MODE

SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE OPENING | AMOUNT /| WEBSITE OF NODAL
No. BOARD/ TENDER DATE EMD. THE BOARD OFFICER/
CORP./AUTH CLOSING |(APPROX.)| CORP./AUTH CONTACT
DATE (TIME) |IN RUPEES DETAILS/EMAIL
1 GMDA REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR 19.06.2026 830.00 https://etenders. 8595330024
GURUGRAM | OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE | 03.08.2026 | CRORES hry.nic.in xen1.gmda@
OF SHREE SHEETLA MATA DEVI gmda@gov.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

SAMVAD - 13/2027/40/46382/1/199/7

CICE, J&K Jammu

LOOK OUT NOTICE

The public in general is hereby informed through medium of

registered at Police Station, CICE, Crime Branch, Jamm
particulars are as under:-

Jammu & Kashmir Police
Office of the Sr. Superintendent of Police

Crime Hqrs. 3rd Floor Channi Rama Jammu 180015
e-mail:-ssp-ciciejk@jkpolice.gov.in

the present whereabouts of the person whose photograph is pasted above are required for
the purpose of investigation in case FIR No 13/2023 U/S 420,120B IPC r/w 66-D IT Act

this “LOOK OUT NOTICE” that

u and his alleged name and

1) Name : Amal Joy Reang

). Parentage : PalendraReang

Il). | Address : R/O Maidabari, Purba
Magpushkini South Tripura
near Maidabari Angwari
School, City Udaipur, State-
Tripura-799013.

1V) | Religion : Hinduism.

V). | Age 1 32years (Approx.)

VI). | Sex : Male.

VII). | Colour : Wheatish

viii). | FaceAppearance : V-shape face with light
mouthache & beard.

Anybody having any information about the whereabouts of
please contact the office of Sr. Superintendent of Police

DIP/J- 4027/26

personally or may share the information on Email ID pscice.jmu@jkpolice.gov.in, Mobile No.
9682197729 or Mobile No. 9697143887 of Investigating Officer.

above mentioned person may
CICE, Crime Branch Jammu

Sd/-
Sr. Superintendent of Police
CICE, Crime Branch, Jammu

A ND-NDE




Get Exclusive Access to My Private Channel
One-Time Entry Fee Only. No Monthly Fees. Lifetime Validity.

¢ Indian Newspaper 4 International Newspapers

1) Times of India channel [Europian, American,

2) The Hindu Gulf & Asia]

3) Business line Click here
4) The Indian Express 4 Magazine Channel W
5) Economic Times National & International —
6) Financial Express [Genaral & Exam related]

/) Live Mint

8) Hindustan Times & English & Hindi Editorials

9) Business Standard [National + International Editorials]
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OWNTOWN’

at Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi

Bean to Bar: how the cocoa bean
is transformed info chocolate

What are the different N .. RSy m——
types of chocolate ‘ . S sl e el s A=t

WA B L

Last Date of Submission of EMD | Date of e-auction

30.06.2026 01.07.2026

Sale open through e-Auction

--------

Children's contributions:
A visit to chocolate land

Activity sheels and recipes Direct Sale Immediate Possession and Conveyance
- by NBCC through Deed will be executed within 30 days
— — e E-auction from final payment
Collector’s FOLLOW US ON
st ' Pre— book gour copg wdh 9our . Prime Location:

Zero distance from the Sarojini Nagar Metro Station and
the world-famous Sarojini Nagar Market

E=eE REDEVELOPMENT OF SAROJINI NAGAR BY : NBCC (INDIA) LIMITED
P (A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)

“Terms and Conditions apply

@Rs. 20 hewspaper agent todag @thehinduyw

Per Copy

A Rf i ON BEHALF OF : MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS Application form available at: i i
TO SUbSCI’lbe, SCan the QR COdQ Or VISIt WWW.thehIhdu.COM/goungworld CORPORATE OFFICE : NBCC BHAWAN, LODHI ROAD, NEW DELHI-110003 Website: www_nbcmnd|a._|-n/buypmpemes N _t g "
[E] i CIN-L74899DL1960G01003335 Follow us on: ()€ /OfficialNBCC §9 @0fficialNBCC  [] w2

For further queries, call 1800 102 1878 or email customercare@thehindu.co.in

sean orlocation Call @ :+918527136569, 8527798929, 9899179426, 8168059012 opicaion oo,

$ MARUTI SUZUKI NEXA

HEERAND VITARA
ASPIRTON EDITION —

Includes everything you aspire for.

il
i

* I —

NEXA
SAFETY
SHIELD

|
P —— —
—

SCAN TO CONNECT TO
A SHOWROOM NEAR YOU

BACK DOOR GARNISH REAR LED GARNISH RR GARNISH HOOD EMBLEM

*Applicable T&C available at your nearest dealership. Ex-showroom price ¥13 99 900 for Grand Vitara Aspirion Edition, exclusively available in the Zeta (0) and Alpha (O) variants. Creative visualisation. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Features and accessories shown may not be part
of the standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to lighting effect. Offers may vary and are subject to availability of stock. Maruti Suzuki India Limited reserves the right to discontinue an offer without further notice. Finance options available at the sole discretion of financier.
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