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Ayodhya theft:
all 8 accused in
Jjudicial custody

LUCKNOW

A court in Ayodhya on Monday
sent all eight accused in the
alleged embezzlement of
donations from the Ram
Temple to 14 days in

judicial custody. The case

has been posted for hearing
on July 13. » PAGE 5

Death penalty
for accused in
Pune rape case

MUMBAI

A special court in Pune on
Monday sentenced a
65-year-old man to death days
after he was convicted of

rape and murder of a
three-year-old girl in Nasrapur
village of Bhor. » PAGE 2

Cong. demands
Rajnath Singh’s
resignation

NEW DELHI

Stepping up its attack on the
Centre over the deaths of six
military personnel during
Operation Sindoor, the
Congress on Monday
demanded the resignation of
Union Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh. » PAGE 4

Gold case: report
alleges criminal
conspiracy

KOCHI

An interim report submitted
before the Kerala High Court
by the SIT probing the alleged
theft of gold from Sabarimala
Ayyappa temple, mentioned
criminal conspiracy by then
president of the TDB, among
others. » PAGE 3

Industrial output growth
hits 5-month high of 5.1%

Strong show by manufacturing, electricity, capital, and consumer goods sectors drives growth;

mining and quarrying sector contracts for fifth straight month as govt. further tweaks IIP series

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

rowth in industrial
Gactivity quickened
to a five-month

high of 5.1% in May, bu-
oyed by stronger perfor-
mances by the manufac-
turing, electricity, capital
goods, and consumer
goods sectors, the latest go-
vernment data show.
While releasing the da-
ta, the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation also said that it
has further tweaked the
new series of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
which had first been re-
leased on June 1. The new
series has an updated base
year of 2022-23 and incor-
porates new data sources.
It explained that it has
decided to discontinue the
use of the Wholesale Price

Growth accelerates

Growth in the Index of Industrial Production
quickened to a five-month high of 5.1% in May 2026 E
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Index (WPI) in the mea-
surement of some value-
based outputs in the IIP
and has instead adopted
the Producer Price Index
(PPI) for the purpose. “Ac-
cordingly, the present re-
lease supersedes the ear-
lier WPI-based IIP 2022-23
series released on 1st June
2026, the release said.
“Users are advised to use
the PPI-based IIP series

SOURCE: MOSPI

presented in this release
for all analytical, research,
and policy purposes.”
According to Rahul
Agrawal, principal econo-
mist at the ICRA, this
change has “led to material
changes in growth across
segments such as manufac-
turing and is also likely to
lead to revisions in the
GDP data”. The manufac-
turing sector grew 5.5% in

May, down from 6.1% in
April but faster than the
4.2% growth registered in
May last year.

“Manufacturing has
grown by 5.5% which can
be attributed to a revival in
consumption — both [con-
sumer] durables and non-
durables have done well at
7.2% and 3.6%, respective-
ly,” Madan Sabnavis, chief
economist at the Bank of
Baroda, said. “Within dur-
ables, the auto sector was
once again the leader fol-
lowed by computers and
other electronic goods.”

The electricity and gas
supply category saw
growth quicken to a two-
year high of 9.9%, driven
by a delayed monsoon and
higher temperatures. The
mining and quarrying sec-
tor contracted by 1.6%, the
fifth consecutive month of
contraction.

Dozens killed as Pakistan
targets Afghan militants

Agence France-Presse
TSAMKANI (AFGHANISTAN)

Pakistan launched its dea-
dliest attack on Afghanis-
tan in months, with Islama-
bad saying on Monday it
killed dozens of militants
as the Afghan government
reported civilian
casualties.

The night-time strikes
are the latest flare-up of
violence between the
neighbours whose rela-
tionship has been fraught
since 2021, when the Tali-
ban government took pow-
er in Kabul, and follow a
weeks-long war that erupt-
ed in February.

Pakistan’s Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
said air and ground opera-
tions killed 29 militants
and were aimed at a group
that it blames for a deadly
weekend assault in Kara-
chi, although Afghan auth-
orities have repeatedly de-
nied  their territory
harbours attackers. The
Taliban regime said the air

In ruins: Afghan residents look at a building damaged in a Pakistani
air strike at a village in Paktia province on Monday. AFp

strikes hit three eastern
provinces, killing 36 civi-
lians and wounding 163.

The Pakistani operation
along the border is the dea-
dliest since March, when
an attack on a drug treat-
ment centre in Kabul killed
hundreds according to the
United Nations.

Mr. Tarar said the latest
offensive targeted Jamaat-
ul-Ahrar, a splinter group
of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP). In the coun-
tries’ capitals, the Foreign
Ministries summoned each

other’s diplomats over the
attack in Afghanistan’s bor-
der area and earlier in
Karachi.

On Saturday, explosives
were detonated and gun-
men opened fire inside a
Rangers paramilitary camp
in Karachi, killing three
personnel.

Pakistan says its forces
use “precise targeting” to
aim at militant hideouts
and weapons stores, espe-
cially those of the TTP that
has waged a violent cam-
paign against it for years.

Govt. lifts curbs on
sale of petrol, diesel

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Monday re-
moved all restrictions on
the sale of diesel and petrol
in the country from July 1.
It removed the cap on
the retail sale of diesel of
200 litres per consumer
per day and removed the
restriction on industrial
consumers from purchas-
ing fuel from retail pumps.

‘Improving situation’

The latest directive -—
pointing to an easing sup-
ply situation — builds on
the Union government’s
June 25 order that restored
the supply of industrial
and commercial liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) to le-
vels supplied before the

West Asia war and with-
drew all caps on sector-
specific allocations.

The Union Petroleum
Ministry had issued the
control order for diesel on
June 12 to arrest black mar-
keting, diversion, and
hoarding of diesel and pre-
vent industrial and com-
mercial consumers from
purchasing the fuels from
retail outlets.

“The temporary mea-
sures helped ensure adeq-
uate availability of petrol
and diesel across the coun-
try while safeguarding the
interests of retail consum-
ers,” it said. “Their with-
drawal reflect the improve-
ment in the supply
situation and the restora-
tion of normal supply ar-
rangements,” it added.

Lavender bloom

Purple promise: A worker picks lavender in a field in Anantnag district of Jammu and Kashmir on Monday. The aromatic plant, valued for
its essential oils used in soap and perfumes, is grown as part of an initiative to boost rural livelihoods and agri-tourism. IMRAN NISSAR

US., and Iran
pause strikes
but disagree

on dialogue

Associated Press
DUBAI

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Monday
that Iran had requested a
meeting with U.S. counter-
parts, though one of Iran’s
top negotiators said no
further talks had been
scheduled after attacks
across the Persian Gulf. Mr.
Trump had tried to pre-
serve the interim deal, but
hostilities mounted in re-
cent days in the Strait of
Hormuz. After four days of
strikes, both sides ap-
peared to pause their at-
tacks Monday.

FULL REPORT ON
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West Bengal govt. will table
Uniform Civil Code Bill soon

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The West Bengal govern-
ment will introduce a Bill
in the Assembly in August
to implement the Uniform
Civil Code in the State,
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari said on Monday.

Mr. Adhikari informed
the Assembly that the State
Cabinet would give its in-
principle approval to the
UCC on July 2. He said the
State government had set
up a committee led by a re-
tired judge of the Supreme
Court, Justice Ranjana Pra-
kash Desai, to conduct a
comprehensive study of fa-
mily laws in the State.

The committee will sub-
mit a report to the State go-
vernment in four weeks.
The committee will have

CM
K

Suvendu Adhikari

one retired IAS officer, one
legal expert, one educa-
tionist, one social worker,
and one additional secre-
tary of the State govern-
ment. Apart from family
laws relating to marriage
and succession, it will also
look into live-in

relationship.

“The BJP, in its manifes-
to, had promised the UCC
in the State within six

months of coming to pow-
er. We believe in the ideol-
ogy of Syama Prasad Moo-
kerjee that in one country
there cannot be two set of
laws for the people,” Mr.
Adhikari said.

Tribal groups exempt
He added that Adivasis, in-
digenous people, kurmis
and other recognised an-
cient tribal communities of
the State would be exclud-
ed from the proposed law.

With tribal communities
out of its ambit, the law
may impact Muslims and
Christians, who have a dif-
ferent set of family laws.
West Bengal has a Muslim
population of about 27%,
as per the last census.

NEW BILL ON DETENTION
» PAGE 4

Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted

Rohan Premkumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

A captive-bred, radio-
tagged white-rumped vul-
ture (Gyps bengalensis) that
was released earlier this
year at the Mudumalai Tig-
er Reserve in Nilgiris dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu was
electrocuted on Sunday.

The bird came into con-
tact with a power line and
was killed at Ebbanad vil-
lage overlooking the Sigur
plateau, Forest Depart-
ment officials said.

The bird, initially re-
leased in the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Maha-
rashtra in December 2025,
made its way into Karnata-
ka, where it had to be cap-
tured and treated after
showing signs of illness.

In April, the Bombay
Natural History Society
(BNHS) and the Karnataka
Forest Department had

The radio-tagged vulture that
was electrocuted on Sunday.

M. SATHYAMOORTHY.

discussions with their
counterparts in Tamil Na-
du and received permis-
sion to release the bird in
the Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve, which is home to the
last sizeable population of
white-rumped vultures in
South India.

Failed to acclimatise

Foresters hoped the bird
would associate with other
vultures and acclimatise to

the region. However, offi-
cials said the release
proved to be more difficult
than expected, with the
vulture failing to acclima-
tise to its new surround-
ings and embarking on ex-
ploratory forays around
the tiger reserve, including
to Gudalur, and later up
the slopes towards Kalhat-
ty and Ebbanad.

“We had captured the
bird multiple times and re-
leased it into the Sigur,
hoping it would acclima-
tise,” said R. Kiruba Shan-
kar, Field Director of Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve.

However, on Sunday,
during one the bird’s ex-
plorations of Ebbanad in
the Nilgiris forest division,
it came into contact with a
power line and was killed,
officials from the forest de-
partment confirmed.

The death of the vulture
has signalled the end of the

first attempted reintroduc-
tion of a captively-bred
bird of the species into the
landscape and could have
consequences for conser-
vation policies in the fu-
ture.

Identifying threats
“There have long been
calls for captive-bred birds
to be released into Mudu-
malai to bolster popula-
tions. With this reintroduc-
tion having failed, steps
must be taken to identify
why the bird was unable to
adapt and also to identify
the threats to the endan-
gered species, such as pow-
er lines which have led to
multiple vulture deaths in
the region over the last few
years,” said a conservation-
ist from the Nilgiris.

S. Bharathidasan, secre-
tary of Arulagam, a conser-
vation NGO working on
protecting vultures in the

region, said power lines
that cross through vulture
habitats need to be rein-
forced with bunch-cabling
and need to be insulated to
prevent birds and other
wildlife from being acci-
dentally electrocuted.

“We will have discus-
sions with the BNHS and
other researchers to un-
derstand the reasons for
why this particular bird
was unable to acclimatise
and adapt. We will also
find out if the other cap-
tive-bred birds released in
other parts too have faced
similar challenges,” said
Mr. Kiruba Shankar.

Besides, The Forest De-
partment is would also
looking into the possibility
of adapting power infras-
tructure in the region to-
wards minimising threats
to avian species, such as in-
stalling bird diverters on
transmission lines.
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Jharkhand govt. appoints 1,042

new teachers for govt. schools

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren on
Monday handed over the job letters to 1,042
newly appointed teachers for government schools
during a programme held in Ranchi. Addressing
the teachers, Mr. Soren said they will determine
the future of the State’s intellectual landscape and
how the next generation will stand on its own
feet. He said if the teachers discharge their duties
with honesty and diligence, both society and the
State will get the benefits. He urged teachers to
adopt a sensitive and skilful approach in their

interactions with children.

Nishant moves into house

adjacent to CM’s residence

Bihar Health Minister Nishant Kumar on Monday
moved into a sprawling bungalow adjacent to the
residence of the Chief Minister, which had served
as his home until his father Nitish Kumar demitted
office. The 44-year-old reclusive politician entered
5, Desh Ratna Marg, which has for nearly half a
decade served as the official residence of the
Deputy Chief Minister, after a religious ceremony,
which was attended, among others, by his
septuagenarian father. The new government
headed by BJP leader Samrat Choudhary, a former
deputy of Nitish Kumar who occupied 5, Desh
Ratna Marg until elevation to the Chief Minister’s
post, has allotted a new bungalow, 7, Circular
Road, to the JD(U) supremo. e

Death penalty for accused in
Pune rape-murder of child

Terming it a ‘rarest of the rare’ case, judge rejects leniency plea based on age; verdict comes within

60 days of the crime; Maharashtra CM hails the judgment as a ‘new benchmark’ in speedy justice

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

special court in
A Maharashtra’s
Pune district on

Monday sentenced a 65-
year-old man to death days
after he was convicted of
rape and murder of a
three-and-a-half-year-old
girl in Nasrapur village of
Bhor taluka.

Special Judge S.R. Sa-
lunke pronounced the sen-
tence days after the court
convicted Bhimrao Prab-
hakar Kamble on June 25
under multiple provisions
of the Indian Penal Code
and the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. The court
held that the prosecution
had established the charg-
es against the accused.

The verdict comes with-
in 60 days of the crime on
May 1 that sparked wides-
pread outrage and protests
across the State.

Terming the case “rarest
of the rare”, the judge re-
jected the defense’s plea
for leniency based on the
age of the accused, high-
lighting his history of vio-
lence. “The offence was
committed outrageously
and involved inhuman
treatment and torture of

I
Afile photo of the police dispersing protesters who blocked the

Pune-Bengaluru Highway on May 2 after the rape and murder. ANI

The police filed a
chargesheet,
including statements
of more than 55
witnesses, within 15
days of the incident

the victim. The victim was
an innocent, helpless
child. It was a cold-blood-
ed murder without provo-
cation. The depravity
shocked the conscience of
the judiciary and society,”
the judge observed.

The victim’s family was
present in the court when
the sentence was read out.
The ruling is expected to
be reviewed by the Bom-
bay High Court if the ac-
cused files an appeal. Kam-

ble will remain in judicial
custody pending further
legal proceedings.

The trial, which com-
menced on May 21, con-
cluded within two months
of the crime, making it one
of the fastest cases to be
disposed of in the State’s
judicial history. The court
conducted daily hearings
in-camera given the sensi-
tive nature of the case.

The police filed a 1,200-
page chargesheet within 15
days of the incident. It in-
cluded statements of more
than 55 witnesses, circum-
stantial evidence, and
technical evidence.

‘Landmark ruling’
Speaking to reporters out-
side the court, Special Pu-

blic Prosecutor Ajay Misar
termed the ruling “land-
mark”. He said the prose-
cution relied on 12 Su-
preme Court precedents to
establish the “rarest of the
rare” criterion. During the
trial, the court recorded
the statements of 10 wit-
nesses, including children,
in a single day, he said.

The prosecution proved
all charges, including kid-
napping, molestation, rape
and murder, along with of-
fences under the POCSO
Act, Mr. Misar added.

The father of the victim
expressed satisfaction over
the verdict and said the fa-
mily now wants the execu-
tion of the order. “We are
satisfied with the deci-
sion,” he told reporters.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis hailed the verdict
as a “new benchmark” in
speedy justice, saying the
convict was handed the
death sentence within 60
days of the crime. Making a
statement in the Assembly,
Mr. Fadnavis said the ac-
cused was convicted on
June 25, the 55th day after
the incident, and was
awarded the death sen-
tence on Monday after the
examination of over 55 wit-
nesses and completion of
all legal procedures.
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Amit Shah (centre), Haryana CM Na

yab Singh Sairﬁ (left) and

Rajasthan CM Bhajanlal Sharma (right) in New Delhi on Monday. PTI

Haryana, Rajasthan
ink pact to implement
Yamuna water accord

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Haryana and Rajasthan on
Monday signed an agree-
ment in the presence of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for the construction
and implementation of the
Yamuna Water Project, of-
ficials said.

A memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) was
signed on May 12, 1994 by
the Yamuna basin States -
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Himachal Pra-
desh and the National Cap-
ital Territory of Delhi - re-
garding allocation of the
surface flow of the river.

After its creation in
2000, Uttarakhand was al-
so included in the MoU.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma, Harya-
na Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, Union Jal Shak-

ti Minister C.R. Patil and se-
nior officials from the Cen-
tral government and the
State governments were

present  during  the
ceremony.
Underground pipeline

Addressing the meeting,
Mr. Shah said the project
seeks to facilitate the con-
veyance of Rajasthan’s allo-
cated share of Yamuna wa-
ters through underground
pipeline system from the
Western Yamuna Canal,
enabling the State to effec-
tively utilise the water allo-
cated to it under the 1994
MoU on the sharing of util-
isable surface waters of the
Upper Yamuna Basin.

He said the agreement
has resolved the nearly
three-decade-old water-re-
lated problem faced by the
people of Haryana and
Rajasthan.

Police file FIR
after Shia
groups clash
in Kashmir

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

The Jammu & Kashmir Pol-
ice on Monday registered
an FIR in connection with
a scuffle between groups of
the Shia community in
Budgam’s Hardpanzoo.

The All J&K Shia Asso-
ciation president Molvi Im-
ran Reza Ansari blamed
Pakistan-backed elements
for the violence.

“A fair, impartial and
evidence-based investiga-
tion is underway. Anyone
found involved, irrespec-
tive of affiliation, will face
strict legal action as per
law,” the police said.

The fight happened ov-
er a religious site where a
procession is taken out on
the day of Ashura every
year. Officials said Mr. An-
sari’s relatives were among
those attacked.

“We have full faith in the
police and our Constitu-
tion,” said Mr. Ansari.

Boost to trade: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah visi

Initiative for export

E
ts a stall after inaugurating the J&K International Buyer-Seller Meet,
2026, at the Sher-i-Kashmir International Conference Centre in Srinagar, on Monday. IMRAN NISSAR

Omar seeks Mann’s help to stop
llegal taxation on J&K livestock
vehicles passing through Punjab

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on Monday wrote to
his Punjab counterpart
Bhagwant Mann over “un-
authorized levy on lives-
tock transport vehicles
transiting through Punjab.”

Referring to protests by
the All-Kashmir Wholesale
Mutton Dealers Union, Mr.
Abdullah said, “Livestock-
laden vehicles bound for
J&K are allegedly being
stopped by certain con-
tractor groups and subject-
ed to unauthorized fee col-
lection despite carrying all
valid permits and requisite
documentation.”

Mr. Abdullah said such
interruptions “cause avoid-
able delays, financial losses
and hardship to transpor-
ters, besides adversely af-
fecting animal welfare”.

Seeking the interven-
tion of Mr. Mann on the is-

Such practices are
inconsistent with the
spirit of mutual
cooperation, the J&K
Chief Minister says

sue, the J&K Chief Minister
said, “I would request your
kind intervention in having
the matter examined and
in ensuring the smooth, se-
cure and unhindered
movement of livestock
transport vehicles through
Punjab”. Mr. Abdullah
asked the Punjab govern-
ment to ensure “no un-
authorized interference or
collection of charges is per-
mitted from transporters
carrying valid documenta-
tion and complying with all
statutory requirements.”

The J&K government
had the issue examined by
the Department of Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs through an internal
committee.

According to the letter,
the findings indicate that
transporters are reported-
ly being compelled to
make substantial pay-
ments per vehicle during
transit without any appa-
rent legal sanction.

‘Exempted from GST’
“The committee has furth-
er observed that livestock
movement is exempted
from GST and that the con-
tinued imposition of such
charges is placing an addi-
tional burden on the lives-
tock trade, with conse-
quential impact on meat
prices and consumers in
J&K,” said Mr. Abdullah.

Stating that Punjab and
J&K “share longstanding
bonds of friendship, coop-
eration and economic in-
terdependence”, Mr Ab-
dullah said any such
practices, if found to be oc-
curring, are inconsistent
with the spirit of the mu-
tual cooperation.

Delhi revives PPP slum revamp model; ‘magicians’ of Kathputli Colony still in transit

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

Lakshmi was born and
raised in a family of per-
formers in the now-razed
Kathputli Colony in west
Delhi’s Shadipur. She was
19 when her family moved
from the ‘magicians’ ghet-
to’, as Salman Rushdie de-
scribed the settlement in
Midnight’s Children, into
porta cabins set up on a
hillock named Anand Par-
bat about 3 km away. The
arrangement was sup-
posed to be temporary.
Her family was among
the 4,000 displaced bet-
ween 2014 and 2017 after
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) entered
into an in situ slum rehabil-
itation agreement with
private builder Raheja De-
velopers. It was the first
time the urban body had
signed an agreement for

such a project under a pu-

blic-private  partnership
(PPP) model.
As per the terms, the de-

veloper was to hand over
2,800 Economically Weak-
er Section (EWS) flats,
along with all basic facili-
ties, on around 60% of the
12.89 acres of land to the
authority free of cost, and
receive the remaining 40%
for remunerative housing
to sell in the open market
and for commercial com-
plexes. Of the remaining
families, 492 were allotted
flats in Narela while others
were deemed ineligible for
resettlement. The contract
also held the developer
responsible for meeting
the basic civic expenses at
the temporary camp.

The DDA has not en-
tered into another PPP in
situ redevelopment project
since. However, the model
is now set to be adopted

(Left)

buildings under construction at the now-razed Kathputli Colony. SURUCHI KUMARI/ SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

under the Delhi Slum and
JJ Cluster Rehabilitation
and Relocation Policy,
2026, announced by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on June 16. Under the poli-
cy, which is yet to be noti-
fied, the Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board is
the nodal agency for works

carried out on Delhi go-
vernment land.

Ms. Lakshmi is now 31
and lives with seven mem-
bers of her family, includ-
ing her children, in two
one-room porta cabins,
with no sign yet of the pro-
mised flats.

“When we came here in

2014, we were told the ar-
rangement was only for
two years. After that, the
deadline kept getting
pushed. Sometimes they
said Deepavali, then the
new year, and so on,” she
said. “The last I heard, we
were supposed to move in-
to the flats in May this year.

We have lost all hope,” Ms.
Lakshmi said.

Upon entering the tran-
sit camp at Anand Parbat,
one is immediately con-
fronted by open drains car-
rying human faeces,
mounds of garbage, and a
water tanker that residents
say they are forced to rely
on because the tap water is
unfit for consumption.

In double bind
The residents here are
trapped in a double bind.
They cannot move out of
their visibly worn-out ply-
wood rooms because as
per the terms of the con-
tract, if any family is found
during random inspec-
tions by the DDA or the de-
veloper to not be residing
in the transit camp, their
name can be struck off the
beneficiaries’ list.

The family of dhol
players had plenty of work

to sustain their livelihoods
before moving to Anand
Parbat, she said.

Ms. Lakshmi added,
“Our work continued
through all seasons. People
used to come looking for
artistes and performers in
Kathputli Colony. Now we
have to find them.”

When reached for com-
ment, the DDA and Raheja
Developers did not
respond.

Prakash Bhatt, a 58-
year-old puppeteer, quotes
from the folklore Veer
Amar Singh Rathore to de-
scribe the hopelessness of
the families at Anand Par-
bat: “Che mahine ka vaada
karke saal bhar naa aaye
(After  promising  six
months, you didn’t even
show up in a year).”

Another generational
puppeteer, Puran Bhatt,
said his work has been se-
verely affected. His family

moved to Delhi from Rajas-
than over six decades ago.
He has performed in 30
countries, all before mov-
ing to the transit camp.
“Since our address
changed, nobody knows
where we live,” he said.

‘No clear deadline’
When The Hindu visited
the construction site in
Shadipur, work appeared
to have been paused.

Several yellow-painted
EWS towers stood in the
compound beside others
still under construction,
including a commercial
complex.

A site engineer, who did
not wish to be identified,
said work has not resumed
for nearly seven months,
even after pollution-relat-
ed restrictions were lifted.
The site manager said the
work had been paused due
to “procedural hurdles”.
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Attack on ex-Kerala Minister:

KSU worker withdraws plea

A petition before the Kerala High Court by Kerala
Students Union (KSU) worker Athul M.C., one of
the accused in the alleged attack on former
Health Minister Veena George, was withdrawn on
Monday. The plea sought to dismiss the FIR
registered over the alleged attempt to attack Ms.
George at Kannur Railway Station in February.
The petitioner requested withdrawal since the
FIR had been amended to exclude “attempt to
murder” in the course of the investigation.

Two bodies retrieved from

water tank in Krishna district

In a shocking incident, police on Monday
retrieved two bodies allegedly dumped in a tank
tied to a bike in Krishna district of Andhra
Pradesh. As per witness accounts, unidentified
persons allegedly tied the bodies to the bike and
threw them into the tank. The victims had been
reported missing since Saturday, said family
members. A case under Section 194 of Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been registered,
and a probe is under way, the police said.

Lokesh, Singapore Consul

General discuss investment

Singapore Consul General in Chennai Edgar Pang
Tze Chiang called on Andhra Pradesh Minister
Nara Lokesh at his residence on Monday. During
the meeting, they discussed ways to strengthen
the partnership between the State and
Singapore. Mr. Lokesh sought Singapore’s
support in enhancing bilateral cooperation in
technology, trade, investments and the maritime
sector. He outlined the State’s ‘Speed of Doing
Business’ initiative and investment opportunities.

Sabarimala gold theft: report
finds conspiracy by TDB staff

Court permits SIT to register fresh case against officials; as per interim report, while giving permit

for gold-plating dwarapalakas, the officials deliberately described the coverings as copper plates

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

n interim report
A submitted before
the Kerala High

Court by the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) prob-
ing the alleged misappro-
priation of gold from the
Sabarimala Ayyappa tem-
ple during the course of
gold-plating works, has
mentioned criminal con-
spiracy by P.S. Prashanth,
who was then the presi-
dent of the Travancore De-
vaswom Board (TDB),
among others.

Following this, the court
permitted the SIT to regis-
ter a fresh case against Mr.
Prashanth and the others.

Judicial push: The Kerala High Court has asked the SIT to submit
its final report expeditiously. FILE PHOTO

The report states that
collected materials clearly
establish the role of Murari
Babu, Executive Officer, Sa-
barimala; Unnikrishnan
Potti, sponsor for gold-plat-
ing the Dwarapalaka idols;
Pankaj Bhandari, proprie-
tor of Smart Creations,
Chennai, where the idols

were taken for gold-plat-
ing; among others.

Based on the interim re-
port by S. Sasidharan, the
officer leading the SIT, a Di-
vision Bench said stringent
action ought to be initiated
under the BNSS. The team
was asked to ensure the fi-
nal report is submitted as

early as possible.

As per the interim re-
port, the dwarapalakas
(guardian deities), which
were originally clad with
gold in 1998, were tran-
sported to Chennai in 2019
at Mr. Potti’s request.
While granting permission
for the same, the TDB offic-
ers, deliberately described
the coverings on the idols
as copper plates. This was
to remove the gold from
the idols and instead plate
a thin film of gold over
them. The original gold
cladding was removed at
the Chennai firm. The ex-
tracted was misappropriat-
ed by the accused.

The case has been post-
ed for hearing on July 20.

‘No proof required in
enumeration stage’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Electors in Karnataka will
not have to produce any
documents during the
house-to-house enumera-
tion for the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls beginning on
Tuesday, Chief Electoral
Officer V. Anbu Kumar said
on Monday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Mr. Kumar said
Booth Level Officers will
only distribute and collect
enumeration forms during

the month-long exercise.
He said that the forms will
be in Kannada, but people
can fill it up either in Kan-
nada or in English.

The State’s house-to-
house enumeration will
continue till July 29. The
draft electoral rolls will be
published on August 5, af-
ter which electors can file
claims and objections until
September 4.

Following disposal of
claims and objections by
October 3, the final electo-
ral rolls will be published
on October 7.

Karnataka ex-CM’s
‘audio clip’ stirs row

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

An audio clip purportedly
of senior BJP leader and
former Karnataka Chief Mi-
nister D.V. Sadananda Gow-
da asking the party to wait
till State president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra completes his
term in November before
“kicking him out” went vi-
ral on Monday, causing a
stir in the party.

It drew sharp reactions
from Mr. Vijayendra’s
camp, even as it yet again
exposed factionalism with-

in the State BJP.

The audio clip, which
Mr. Gowda said was fake,
comes amid speculation
that the party high com-
mand may opt for a re-
vamp of the party’s State
leadership, unhappy over
the state of affairs of the
unit, especially after cross-
voting in the recently held
Legislative Council polls.

Mr. Gowda said he
would not comment on the
audio since it was not his,
adding, he would answer
only if the high command
asked him about it.

Setback for AIADMK
as yet another MLA
quits from Assembly

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In yet another setback to
the AIADMK, the party’s
MLA and former Minister,
M.R. Vijayabhaskar, re-
signed his Assembly mem-
bership on Monday.

Mr. Vijayabhaskar, who
won from Karur in 2026 by
1,821 votes, submitted his
resignation to the Speaker
in his chamber. As the re-
quest was in order, Speak-
er J.C.D. Prabhakar accept-
ed his resignation, an
official release said.

His is the sixth AIADMK
MLA to resign.

Seven seats vacant

Now, seven seats in the
234-member Assembly are
vacant. Five AIADMK
MLAs had already re-
signed. They are Maragath-
am Kumaravel (Maduran-
thakam), S. Jayakumar
(Perundurai), P. Sathyaba-
ma (Dharapuram), Esakki
Subaya (Ambasamudram),
and former Health Minis-
ter C. Vijayabaskar (Virali-
malai).

Except Mr. Vijayabaskar,
the others later joined the
ruling TVK. Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay vacated
from Tiruchi East, while
retaining Perambur.

Meanwhile, the As-
sembly Secretary informed
the Madras High Court that
the law does not require an
Assembly Speaker to sit in
judgment on the motive
behind an MLA tendering
resignation, and such re-
signations have to be ac-
cepted if they are found to
be genuine and voluntary.

In a counter-affidavit

M.R. Vijayabhaskar

filed before Chief Justice
Sushrut Arvind Dharmad-
hikari and Justice G. Arul
Murugan, through Advo-
cate-General Vijay Na-
rayan, Assembly Secretary
R. Santhi said, a three-
judge Bench of the Su-
preme Court too in Shri-
manth Balasaheb Patil ver-
sus Honourable Speaker of
Karnataka (2019) had cate-
gorically held the motive
would be “irrelevant.”

‘Voluntary move’

The counter-affidavit was
filed in response to two
writ petitions filed by
AIADMK whip Agri S.S.
Krishnamurthy.

The petitioner had chal-
lenged Speaker J.C.D. Prab-
hakar’s decision to accept
the resignations of S. Jaya-
kumar, P. Sathyabama, Ma-
ragatham Kumaravel and
Esaki Subaya who had
been elected on AIADMK
ticket from Maduranta-
kam, Perundurai, Dharap-
uram and Ambasamudram
constituencies respective-
ly.

Ms. Santhi said the
Speaker had accepted the
resignations because all
four MLAs had submitted
their handwritten resigna-
tion letters in person.

BJP leader
arrested in
Telangana
over ruckus
in school

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana police ar-
rested a local BJP leader
from Nizamabad district
on Monday, two days after
he and his supporters en-
tered a school and assault-
ed the principal, citing un-
authorised conduct of
Urdu classes.

The incident took place
at Bharat Chandra High
School, also known as
Bhavishya Darshini School,
in Perkit village of Armoor
mandal in Nizamabad.

Urdu classes

The issue began after a re-
cently appointed Hindi
teacher was found teach-
ing Urdu to students of
Classes I to V during Hindi
classes. An inquiry by edu-
cation and police officials
had confirmed the allega-
tion against the teacher.

BJP Armoor Town presi-
dent Mandula Balu and his
supporters entered the
school and confronted the
management over the is-
sue. During the altercation,
the principal was allegedly
assaulted in the presence
of police personnel.

The police registered a
first information report
against Mr. Balu and his as-
sociates under provisions
relating to trespass, volun-
tarily causing hurt, grie-
vous hurt and mischief, of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS). A second case
was registered against the
school correspondent Mal-
laiah, principal Ameer
Khan and teacher Huma
Hania under Section 196(1)
(b) of the BNS for allegedly
promoting enmity bet-
ween different groups and
acts prejudicial to the
maintenance of harmony.
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Auspicious start: Farmers join their family members in celebrating ‘Eruvaka Pourn

Vigoe. .= il

ima’ to mark the beginning of the sowing season, in

Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh on Monday. Farmers perform pujas for their cattle and pray for a good harvest during the festival. GIRI KV.S.

BJP, Cong. leaders come to
blows at corporation meet

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A council meeting of the
BJP-led Thiruvananthapu-
ram Corporation in Kerala
on Monday witnessed vio-
lent scenes as BJP council-
lor and Education Stand-
ing Committee
Chairperson Chempazhan-
thy Udayan allegedly at-
tacked United Democratic
Front’s (UDF) council lead-
er K.S. Sabarinadhan and
two women councillors of
the Congress on Monday.

Mr. Udayan was seen
charging at Mr. Sabarinad-
han and a group of women
councillors and forcefully
snatching away the council
attendance register.

Mr. Sabarinadhan al-
leged the fight broke out af-

Astill from Monday’s scuffle at
the corporation meeting in
Thiruvananthapuram.

ter the UDF councillors ob-
tained possession of the
council attendance register
and the minutes book
which the Mayor had “kept
hidden”. Mr. Udayan at-
tempted to snatch the files,
leading to the scuffle.

At a press conference af-

ter the meeting, the Mayor
claimed that the UDF coun-
cillors had refused to re-
turn the attendance regis-
ter after signing, leading to
the scuffle.

“The Mayor presented
700 agenda items within
seven minutes and ran
away from the council
meeting. The attack on Mr.
Sabarinadhan is the latest
instance of BJP’s use of pol-
itical violence against the
Opposition. Last week, the
Mayor himself led an at-
tack on protesting LDF
councillors,” LDF council
party leader S.P. Deepak
said.

CPI(M) leader V. Sivan-
kutty demanded the State
government to initiate ac-
tion against Mr. Udayan for
the “unprovoked” attack.”

Maintenance not must when
wife earns more: High Court

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Trial courts cannot
straightaway award main-
tenance to a wife because
she files a petition against
her husband under various
laws, especially when she
earns more than her hus-
band, observed the High
Court of Karnataka.

“Only because a wife
files a petition invoking the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act or
the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act or the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure..., the courts cannot
straightaway pass an order
awarding some amount to-
wards maintenance paya-
ble by the husband,” said
Justice Chillakur Suma-
latha while setting aside an

Maintenance need
not be granted on
the ground women
must be maintained
by men, says court

award passed by a trial
court.

Income, other factors

The High Court said that
“when the wife is financial-
ly sound and in a case
where her income is more
than that of the husband
and where no other liabili-
ties are found on part of
the wife, like looking after
the children, courts should
not be inclined to pass an
order granting mainte-
nance on the ground that
women are required to be
maintained by men or wife

is required to be main-
tained by her husband”.

It should be borne in
mind that only when it is
shown the wife has no fi-
nancial sources to main-
tain herself according to
the standards of her hus-
band, then courts are re-
quired to award mainte-
nance either interim or
final, the High Court
clarified.

It made these observa-
tions while allowing a plea
filed by a man who had
challenged an award
passed by a magistrate
court in Mysuru under the
provisions of the Domestic
Violence Act, directing him
to pay 320,000 per month
as interim maintenance to
his wife, who had sought
an interim maintenance of
%1.13 lakh per month.

New mobile app aims at helping children
master their mother tongue the fun way

Nellore Sravani
VIJAYAWADA

Since 2016, Kollu Ranjit, a
software engineer hailing
from Vijayawada and set-
tled in the U.S., and his
friend Venkat, had been fo-
cused on a single goal — to
make learning languages
easier for children settled
outside their native State
or country.

After countless efforts,
their goal materialised 10
years later as they created
‘Coolphabets’, an app they
designed with the help of a
small team.

Writing is a dying art,
says Mr. Ranjit when asked
why they felt the need to
develop such an app. Mr.
Ranjith, son of yesteryear
Telugu journalist Kollu An-
kababu, moved to the U.S.

The app supports Telugu, Hindi, and Marathi, and will soon be
available in all major Indian languages. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO

in the 1990s. “Writing is in-
trinsic to Indian languages
and a part of our culture,”
adds Mr. Ranjit, who now
works at Dell Technologies
in Boston. But many chil-
dren, settled outside their
home States or abroad, be-
gin to lose touch with the
script of their motherton-
gues gradually.

“The app, which works
offline, helps the user build
the foundational skills of a
language in a fun way,” ex-
plains Mr. Ranjit, adding
that while the app has
been designed for children
in the age group of 3 and
10, it can be used by
anyone wanting to learn a

new language.

Since the app focuses on
writing, Al helps trace a
child’s strokes, scores their
handwriting, and reads ev-
ery letter back in a native
Indian voice, he says, ad-
ding that the app has 45
games to make the learn-
ing process easier.

The app is available on
iPhone and iPad at pre-
sent, and supports three
languages — Telugu, Hindi,
and Marathi. The app will
soon be available on An-
droid devices and in all ma-
jor Indian languages, Mr.
Ranyjit says.

Mr Ranjith, who has
come to Vijayawada, is in
talks with the Andhra Pra-
desh government to pro-
vide the app, which oper-
ates on a subscription
model, to  State-run
schools free of cost.
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Surveillance - i Court extends
boost: Army Bengal passes preventlve ]agIlll;llalI\'/[((})(S)\;f)rEIllt(t)gn d custody of 10
to raise ‘Baaz - - accused in
o detention, legal curbs Bill 0~ LG s G G ase
The Hindu Bureau Govt. can detain a person for a year to prevent anti-social activity; CM Suvendu Adhikari says State The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI ‘will not misuse [law]... for political vendetta’; law won't stand legal scrutiny, says Trinamool MLA Kallol Bhattacherjee NEW DELHI

The Indian Army is raising
dedicated ‘Baaz Battalions’
to significantly enhance its
Remotely Piloted Aircraft
(RPA) capability, a move
aimed at strengthening
battlefield surveillance, in-
telligence gathering and ra-
pid response through a
specialised drone force,
defence sources said.

Sources in the Indian
Army have confirmed the
development and said that
the new battalions will be
built upon the Army’s ex-
isting RPA Flights and will
comprise a specialist pool
of trained personnel res-
ponsible for operating and
managing Remotely Pilot-
ed Aircraft systems.

The initiative is intend-
ed to bolster the Army’s In-
telligence,  Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR)
capabilities by providing
integrated aerial surveil-
lance, persistent battlefield
awareness and improved
situational awareness for
frontline formations.

The Baaz Battalions will
centralise the Army’s ex-
panding drone capabilities
and will be designed to
handle the entire lifecycle
of RPA operations, includ-
ing deployment, mainte-
nance, data exploitation
and seamless integration
with ground forces.

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

he West Bengal As-
T sembly on Monday

passed two contro-
versial laws providing for
detention of ‘anti-socials’
for a year and restricting
access to a lawyer for such
persons, and payment of
compensation by those ac-
cused of damaging private
or public property.

The West Bengal Public
Safety and Control of Anti-
Social Activities Bill, 2026
empowers the government
to detain a person if it
deems necessary to stop
future anti-social activity
for almost a year. It said the
government can detain
those “generally reputed to
be desperate and danger-
ous to the community”.

The Bill proposes consti-
tution of an advisory board
where every detention
case will be scrutinised
within three weeks. The
board, which will com-
prise a chairperson who is
or has been a High Court
judge, will decide if a per-
son remains in detention
or has to be released.

Section 10 (4) of the Bill
states, “A detained person
shall not be ordinarily re-
presented by a legal practi-

Cracking down

The West Bengal government says the newly introduced Bills

aim to curb anti-social activities

= The West Bengal Public
Safety and Control of
Anti-Social Activities Bill,
2026, allows preventive
detention for up to one
year if authorities believe

a person may engage in
future anti-social activities.

Cases will be reviewed | |

by an advisory board
headed by a current or
former High Court
judge

m The Bill
states that
detained

tioner before an advisory
board.” The proviso of the
same sub-section says that
the board may remove this
prohibition in appropriate
cases which should be re-
corded in writing.

Another legislation
passed, titled ‘The West
Bengal Maintenance of Pu-
blic Order (Amendment)
Bill, 2026’, imposes a pay-
ment of compensation by
persons committing of-
fences such as damage to
public or private property.

‘Won’t misuse’
Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-
hikari said such a law has

persons will ordinarily not
be represented by a lawyer
before the advisory board,
though the board may
make exceptions

-

%

m The West Bengal Main-
tenance of Public Order
(Amendment) Bill,
=== 2026, empowers
authorities to
recover compen-
sation from those
found responsible
for damage to pub-
lic or private
property

become necessary because
of the criminalisation of
politics and added that si-
milar laws have been im-
plemented in Maharash-
tra, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Jharkhand.

Mr. Adhikari referred to
incidents of mob violence
when the Trinamool Con-
gress was in power, partic-
ularly the killings of Hara-
gobinda Das and Chandan
Das in April 2025.

“We will not misuse this
law. This law will not be
used against anyone for
the purpose of political
vendetta,” he said, amidst

concern from the
Opposition.

Trinamool MLA from
Chanchal and former IPS
officer Prasun Banerjee de-
scribed certain provisions
of the Bill as “scary” and
said the law will not stand
judicial scrutiny. He said by
empowering the adminis-
tration, the BJP govern-
ment is creating a “Fran-
kenstein” with sweeping
powers. He said that by al-
lowing District Magistrates
to issue warrants, the Bill is
trying to create a “State
within the State”.

‘Anarchy is prevailing’
The State’s Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Sankar
Ghosh said that “anarchy”
was prevailing in society
because of the Trinamool’s
15-year rule and those op-
posing the Bill want the
anarchy to stay. “Right to
protest can be a funda-
mental right but right to
destroy public property
cannot be a right,” he said.

Minister Agnimitra Paul
said the Trinamool govern-
ment was run by “goons”
and the new law is an at-
tempt at course correction.

Several Opposition
MLAs said the Bill will curb
peaceful protests and stu-
dents’ movements.

Bihar Governor Lt. General
Syed Ata Hasnain (retd)
and Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra
Margherita are likely to
lead the Indian delegation
to Iran for the funeral cere-
monies of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
sources familiar with the
plans told The Hindu.

The final composition of
the delegation is yet to be
firmed up, officials said.

Khamenei was killed in
Israeli strikes on February
28, the first day of the U.S.-
Israeli operation.

Last week, President
Masoud Pezeshkian had in-
vited Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to the burial-
related ceremonies in Iran.
However, it is understood
that Mr. Modi has prior
commitments to travel to
Indonesia, Australia and
New Zealand from July 6.

Iran has invited a large
group of foreign dignitaries
to the burial-related events
that will begin on July 3
and continue till July 9.

The choice of Mr. Has-
nain and Mr. Margherita
has drawn criticism from
veteran diplomats here.
Talmiz Ahmad, India’s
former Ambassador to Sau-
di Arabia, has said that he
is “deeply disappointed”.

Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain

“This is not the appro-
priate representation, gi-
ven the high stature of the
person concerned. Kha-
menei is held in very high
regard in India. He has met
all the Prime Ministers of
the past four decades, in-
cluding our present Prime
Minister,” said Mr. Ahmad,
while referring to the
changes sweeping the re-
gion that require India to
make its diplomatic moves
carefully.

Commentators here de-
scribed the funeral as a
“big opportunity” for India
to restructure its West Asia
policy. However, the
choice of the delegation in-
dicate that India is not re-
cognising the importance
of the event, they said.

In 2024, then Vice-Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar re-
presented the government
at the funeral of President
Ebrahim Raisi, after he
died in a helicopter crash.

A Delhi court on Monday
extended till July 11 the jud-
icial custody of 10 persons
arrested in connection
with the alleged NEET-UG
2026 paper leak case.

Special Judge Vijeta
Singh Rawat of the Rouse
Avenue Court allowed the
CBI's application seeking
extension of custody.

The accused, Yash Ya-
dav, Mangilal Biwal, Dinesh
Biwal, Vikas Biwal, Dha-
nanjay Lokhande, Tejas
Harshad Shah, Shubham
Khairnar, Manisha Wagh-
mare, Manisha Havaldar
and Dr. Manoj Shirure,
were produced before the
court through video confe-
rencing. Of the remaining
accused, alleged kingpin
P.V. Kulkarni and Shivraj
Raghunath Motegaonkar
are in judicial custody till
July 8, while Manisha Gu-
runath Mandhare’s custo-
dy is set to end on June 30.

The CBI has invoked
charges of criminal conspi-
racy, cheating, criminal
breach of trust, theft, des-
truction of evidence, and
provisions of the Public Ex-
aminations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024,
against the accused.

The NTA cancelled the
examination held on May
12 and conducted a retest
on June 21.

T.N. CM directs Collectors, SPs to
act without political interference

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay on Monday
directed District Collectors
and Superintendents of
Police to effectively tackle
crimes by identifying the
root cause and maximise
public safety.

Stressing the need to
crack down on drug traf-
ficking and protect natural
resources from plunder, he
said no wrongdoers, re-
gardless of their standing,
should escape swift and
impartial punishment.

Addressing the first two-
day joint conference of Col-
lectors, SPs and other se-
nior police officials since
his Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK)-led government
assumed office in May, Mr.
Vijay said the officials

C. Joseph Vijay

“could act without political
interference”.

“District Collectors and
Superintendents of Police
should actively monitor
and take action against
drug trafficking and smug-
gling of mineral resourc-
es,” Mr. Vijay said at the
conference held at the Se-
cretariat here.

“Collectors and SPs
should take steps to pre-
vent criminal incidents by
identifying the root cause.

A change should be
brought about in the beha-
viour of those who disturb
law and order,” he said.

Ensure women’s safety
Safety of women should be
ensured and special arran-
gements should be made
for their protection. Spe-
cial attention should also
be given to the safety of
students, he said.

“Shops near schools
should be continuously
monitored. Periodic
checks should be conduct-
ed if necessary. Those in-
volved in drug-related
crimes should be imme-
diately arrested and pun-
ished,” Mr. Vijay said.

He suggested that Col-
lectors hold a law and or-
der meeting every month
and coordinate with the re-
levant departments.

Maharashtra TET paper leak points to an
inter-State racket, finds investigation team

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the
Maharashtra Teacher Eligi-
bility Test paper leak has
found that the case ap-
pears to be part of an inter-
State racket. Of the three
arrested accused, two are
from Bihar, while the third,
identified as Dheeraj Ku-
mar, is from Haryana. Pol-
ice teams have been dis-
patched to Bihar, Haryana,
and Delhi as the investiga-
tion expands.

All the three accused are
currently in police custody.
Authorities are also exa-
mining whether provisions
of the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) can be invoked
against those found guilty.
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Opposition leaders stage a protest at the Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly against the TET paper leak in Mumbai on Monday. PTI

The police had received
a tip-off on the morning of
June 27 about an attempt
to sell the TET question
paper in Bhiwandi.

Acting on the informa-
tion, a trap was laid in the
Kongaon area, where Rajiv
Shah, Akash Kumar, and
Dheeraj Kumar were ap-

prehended. During the op-
eration, police seized mo-
bile phones, debit and
credit cards, cash, and four
physical copies of the TET
question paper intended
for the June 28 examina-
tion. Officials from the
Maharashtra State Council
of Examinations (MSCE) la-
ter confirmed that the
seized papers matched the
original examination pap-
ers. A case was registered
at Kongaon Police Station
under the Thane City Pol-
ice Commissionerate.

The accused have been
booked under Sections 318
(4), 316(5), and 61(2) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), along with Sections
111)(2)(3) and 12(1)(2) of the
Maharashtra Competitive
Examinations (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024,

and Sections 6 and 8 of the
Maharashtra Prevention of
Malpractices at Universi-

ties, Boards and Other
Specified = Examinations
Act, 1982.

Priya Shinde, Deputy
Commissioner of the
MSCE, said candidates do
not have to register again
for the re-test nor will they
need to pay any fee when
the test is rescheduled.

School Education Minis-
ter Dada Bhuse is facing
calls for resignation from
the Opposition parties ov-
er the paper leak.

He said that a commit-
tee headed by the Chief Se-
cretary will be formed to
work out modalities of con-
ducting the TET and other
State-level examinations
through the online mode.

(With PTI inputs)

I&B Ministry
sets up panel
to boost film
industry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Information & Broadcast-
ing Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw on Monday directed
immediate structural mea-
sures to bolster film pro-
duction, distribution, and
technological integration.
The Minister held a meet-
ing with senior officials of
the Ministry.

“The Ministry has set up
a high-level study group.
Prasoon Joshi will chair
this Group. It will include
industry experts and tech-
nology partners as well,”
read a press release.

The group will study the
opportunities and chal-
lenges before Indian cine-
ma and will suggest ways
to strengthen the sector.
The group will also recom-
mend steps to make Indian
films more competitive
globally. The Ministry has
also prepared model State
Cinema Regulations.
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Delhi SIR begins today; will ensure inclusion
of voters displaced by demolitions, says CEO

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the door-to-door
exercise for the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls beginning in
Delhi from Tuesday, Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Ashok Kumar on Monday
said the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) will work
out a mechanism to ensure
that voters whose homes
have recently been demol-
ished are not excluded.
Noting that the issue
had emerged in the run-up
to the exercise, Mr. Kumar
said the concern was re-
garding electors whose re-
gistered addresses no lon-
ger exist because their
houses have been demol-
ished. “Since their houses
at the registered addresses
may have been demolished
by the time of the Booth
Level Officer (BLO)’s visit,
and they might not be able
to obtain alternative resi-
dence proof during the du-

Delhi CEO Ashok Kumar said BLOs will visit the address of a voter

even ifitis a pillar under a flyover. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ration of the SIR, we will
work out a plan to ensure
their inclusion,” he said at
a press conference.

Month-long process

The month-long exercise
will run until July 29, dur-
ing which BLOs, including
teachers, anganwadi work-
ers and other government
staff, will visit every house-
hold to distribute pre-
printed enumeration
forms in duplicate.

Delhi has 13,033 polling
booths covering
1,45,10,298 voters, and
each elector will receive
two copies of the form at
their registered address.

“Electors will have to fill
the form and submit one
copy to the BLO, who will
issue an acknowledgement
receipt. BLOs will also as-
sist voters in filling out the
forms during their visits. If
a voter is unavailable, the
forms will be handed over

to an adult family member
or left at the residence if it
is locked,” Mr. Kumar said.
He added the draft elec-
toral roll will be published
on August 5, after which
claims and objections may
be filed until September 4.
The claims and objections
would be disposed of by
October 3 and the final
electoral roll would be pu-
blished on October 7.

Homeless persons
Responding to a question
about the inclusion of
homeless persons, Mr. Ku-
mar said BLOs would visit
every registered address
even if it were a temporary
location.

“BLOs will visit the re-
gistered address of the
elector even if it is a pillar
under a flyover,” he said.
Asked whether the exer-
cise could be affected by
the monsoon and if the
deadline for submission of
enumeration forms could
be extended, he said the

one-month period was
adequate.

Electors are required to
map their details with the
electoral roll prepared dur-
ing Delhi’s last exercise in
2002 or with the last SIR
roll of any other State. If a
voter’s name is not found
in previous SIR rolls, they
can establish eligibility by
linking themselves to pa-
rents or grandparents
whose names appear in
those rolls.

Around 42% of electors
were mapped in Delhi as
part of pre-SIR mapping.
Electors can check their
own names or those of
their blood relatives in pre-
vious SIR rolls through the
ECINET app. If unable to
map their names to any
previous SIR roll, they will
have to submit one of the
12 documents approved by
the EC after receiving a
notice from the Electoral
Registration Officer follow-
ing publication of the draft
roll on August 5.

Cong. seeks Rajnath’s
resignation over Army
deaths during Sindoor

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Stepping up its attack on
the Centre over the deaths
of six military personnel
during Operation Sindoor,
the Congress on Monday
demanded the resignation
of Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, accusing
him of “lying” in Parlia-
ment by stating that no In-
dian soldier had been
killed in the operation.
The party also demand-
ed an apology from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressing a press con-
ference, chairperson of the
Congress’s Ex-servicemen
Department Col. Rohit
Chaudhry (Retd.) and
Wing Commander Anuma
Acharya (Retd.) alleged
that by concealing the
deaths of six personnel —
five from the Indian Army
and one from the Indian
Air Force — during the May
2025 operation, the Naren-

dra Modi government had
denied them due public re-
cognition and honour.

Wing Commander
Acharya claimed that pre-
vious governments had pu-
blicly honoured every sol-
dier who made the
supreme sacrifice, and ac-
cused the present dispen-
sation of “politicising the
armed forces”.

Col. Chaudhry accused
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of using “soldiers as
props” while seeking votes
in the name of the armed
forces, and questioned
why it had taken 13 months
for their names to be made
public.

“When Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh was lying
in Parliament that no sol-
dier had been martyred,
BJP MPs were clapping.
Rajnath Singh has insulted
the country’s army and sol-
diers. We demand his re-
signation,” Col. Chaudhry
said.
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Amend anti-sacrilege law:
Akal Takht to Punjab govt.

The highest Sikh temporal authority says the amendment was passed without consultations; it

gives Punjab government a month to re-amend the legislation and remove objectionable clauses

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

kal Takht, the high-
A est Sikh temporal
authority, has

asked the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty government in Punjab to
re-amend the recently
passed anti-sacrilege
amendment law in accor-
dance with Sikh senti-
ments. The government
has been given a month to
comply.

At a meeting with invit-
ed Sikh Ministers of the
State Cabinet and Sikh
MLAs in Amritsar on Mon-
day, the Akal Takht assert-
ed that the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026
“was passed by the govern-
ment without the opinion
and consent of the Akal
Takht Sahib, Shiromani
Gurdwara  Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) and Gu-
ru Khalsa Panth”.

The legislation, passed
in the Assembly unani-
mously on April 13, was
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AAP MLAs during proceedings at the Secretariat of Sri Akal Takht

Sahib in Amritsar on Monday. PTI

aimed at giving harsher
punishment for acts of sa-
crilege  against  Guru
Granth Sahib, the holy
scripture of Sikhism. Ho-
wever, Sikh clergy objected
to certain clauses of the
law. Hence, the Akal Takht
called for the meeting.
After the discussions on
Monday, Jathedar Giani
Kuldip Singh Gargajj, who
heads the Akal Takht, said
the State government
should re-amend the legis-
lation in accordance with

Sikh sentiments and elimi-
nate the objectionable
clauses within a month.
Mr. Gargajj said that all
Ministers and MLAs pre-
sent at the meeting agreed
to make further amend-
ments to the law in line
with Sikh sentiments. He
also said that most of the
MLAs admitted that they
had not read the draft of
the amendment before
passing it, which showed
that the law had been
passed by the government

in a hurry. He said that 87
MLAs, including Ministers,
were present at the
meeting.

The amendment law
was passed to amend the
Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Satkar Act, enacted
by the Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment in 2008.

Talking to presspersons,
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said,
“The Jathedar has pro-
posed certain amend-
ments, which will be for-
warded through the
Punjab Assembly Speaker.
Upon receipt, a decision
will be taken within a

month after due
deliberation.”
The Leader of the Oppo-

sition, Partap Singh Bajwa
of the Congress, said the
manner in which Chief Mi-
nister Bhagwant Mann and
AAP national convener Ar-
vind Kejriwal handled the
legislation reflected their
disregard for Sikh princi-
ples and institutions.

Kharge reappointed Rajya
Sabha Leader of Opposition;
seeks stronger coordination

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge and seven
other newly elected mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha
took oath on Monday. Mr.
Kharge was also reappoint-
ed the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha
with effect from June 26.

After taking oath, Mr.
Kharge expressed grati-
tude to the Congress lea-
dership, including Parlia-
mentary Party
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, as well as Vice-
President C.P. Radhakrish-
nan and Deputy Chairman
Harivansh.

He also extended greet-
ings to his colleagues in the
INDIA bloc and the broad-
er Opposition. Mr. Kharge
said he was looking for-
ward to “even stronger
coordination” during the
coming Monsoon Session
of Parliament to make “the
government of the day
more accountable”.

.:\

Vice-President C.P. Radhakrishnan greets Mallikarjun Kharge after
the oath-taking ceremony on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“We will continue to
raise the burning con-
cerns, aspirations, and
voices of the people with
sincerity, conviction and
determination. That re-
mains our foremost res-
ponsibility, and I shall dis-
charge it with the utmost
commitment,” he said.

He took oath separately
in Mr. Radhakrishnan’s
chamber. The Vice-Presi-
dent congratulated Mr.
Kharge and said the Upper
House would benefit from
his long experience. Ms.
Gandhi and other Con-
gress leaders — Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra, K.C. Venu-
gopal, Mukul Wasnik, Jai-
ram Ramesh and Syed Na-
seer Hussain - were
present during the event.
Mr. Kharge’s wife, daught-
er, and granddaughter,
along with her spouse,
were present.

Mr. Radhakrishnan later
administered the oath to
seven other newly elected
members — Mansingh Me-
raman Parmar, Tarun
Chugh, Alka Singh, Jiten-
dra Meghjibhai Kanzariya,
Rajendra Hiralal Jain, M.
Nagaraja, and Adhikari-
mayum Sharda Devi.

Delhi govt.
acted swiftly
against lapses,
says BJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday said the
Delhi government prompt-
ly initiated a probe after re-
ceiving information about
alleged irregularities in the
Health Department by sus-
pending the “officials in-
volved”.

“The government acted
immediately by suspend-
ing the officials against
whom allegations were
made. Now, those officials
have also been arrested,”
Delhi BJP chief spokesper-
son Abhay Verma said. He
was responding to allega-
tions made by Delhi Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) presi-
dent Saurabh Bharadwaj
on Sunday questioning the
appointment of former Di-
rector General of Health
Services Dr. Vatsala Aggar-
wal in 2025.

On Saturday, the Delhi
government’s Anti Corrup-
tion Branch (ACB) arrested
Dr. Aggarwal in connection
with the alleged procure-
ment scam involving medi-
cines, surgical items, and
medical equipment.

Plea seeks securing
of digital evidence
in Ram Temple case

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, for
the second time during its
summer vacation, did not
commit to urgently hear-
ing petitions seeking its in-
tervention in the Ram
Temple  embezzlement
case even as one of the pe-
titioners, an advocate,
highlighted on Monday the
possibility that electronic
evidence could be “quietly
lost”, erased, overwritten,
or corrupted in the coming
days.

“Electronic evidence is
unlike a stone inscription.
A CCTV system does not
wait for court vacations. A
DVR (digital video recor-
der) does not respect a list-
ing schedule. Digital pay-
ment logs and access
records can be modified,
migrated or deleted. The-
refore, when the relief
sought is preservation of
evidence, postponement
itself may become denial of
justice,” petitioner-advo-
cate N.K. Goswami said af-
ter he made an unlisted
oral mention before a Va-
cation Bench headed by
Justice M.M. Sundresh.

Mr. Goswami said he
was not seeking a final

The petitioner said
he was not seeking a
final hearing, but a
non-prejudicial
preservation order

hearing, but had only re-
quested a non-prejudicial
preservation order.

“My apprehension is
that CCTV/DVR data, QR-
UPI logs, hundi registers,
counting sheets, bank and
vault records may perish
before the case is listed,”
he said.

During the oral men-
tioning, Mr. Goswami told
the Bench that the Su-
preme Court Registry had
informed him the petition
would be taken up only af-
ter the summer vacation,
which ends on July 12.

Mr. Goswami went on to
urge the court to pass an
order to secure the elec-
tronic evidence. However,
the Bench, without direct-
ly addressing the issue
raised by the lawyer, asked
him to follow the proce-
dure for mentioning and
listing of cases.

The petition has also
asked the court to call for a
status report from the on-
going SIT investigation.

Ayodhya case will have long-term
consequences for the Sangh Parivar

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The arrest of eight people
in connection with the al-
leged embezzlement of do-
nation money at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya is an
event with repercussions
both within the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-
led Sangh Parivar and out-
side it, especially with the
Assembly election due in
Uttar Pradesh early next
year.

The most obvious reper-
cussion for the BJP and the
Sangh Parivar is, of course,
the loss of a moral high
ground.

The Ramjanmabhoomi
movement catapulted the
BJP to power, and the RSS
and its frontal organisa-
tions closer to their ideo-
logical goal of cultural na-
tionalism around the
Hindu religion. The sordid-
ness of the embezzlement
issue has led to questions
about the integrity of those
who spearheaded the
movement to build the
Ram Temple in place of the
Babri Masjid. This is des-
pite the fact that the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, and the
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Burning issue: The case revolves around alleged embezzlement of

donation money at the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. PTI

working president of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), Alok Kumar, were
among the first to demand
the filing of a first informa-
tion report in the matter.

Hindutva and its advo-
cates will have to come up
with answers to questions
that are becoming inconve-
nient by the day — on who
knew about the wrongdo-
ing and to what extent,
even if they were not in-
volved in the actual embez-
zlement. With Assembly
election due early next
year, the BJP will have to
swiftly investigate, identify,
and prosecute the wrong-
doers in order to go to the
polls with something to say
on the issue.

Within the Sangh Pari-
var, too, there appears to

be a subtle reframing of
who is to blame more.

The Trust had a large
presence of VHP personnel
and those associated with
the temple movement in
the past.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath,
although active during the
Ramjanmabhoomi move-
ment, entered the fray not
as part of the management
but as someone asked to
clear up the mess via go-
vernmental probe. This
may appear to be a small
difference to many but the
differentiation will matter
within the Sangh Parivar,
giving more of a moral high
ground to the RSS’s politi-
cal wing, the BJP, which is
otherwise required to ex-
press filial devotion to its

parent organisation.

The third big repercus-
sion of the alleged embez-
zlement is the harm done
to the long-term demand
by certain sections of the
right-wing that the man-
agement of Hindu temples
should be given over to
private  individuals or
trusts. This was a demand
that was made by many
while comparing the man-
agement of religious insti-
tutions of other faiths in
the  country. Hindu
shrines, especially in South
India, have significant go-

vernment supervision
through Devaswom
Boards.

In fact, in an interview
in the wake of the allega-
tions of embezzlement in
Ayodhya, Nripendra Misra,
chairperson of the Trust’s
construction committee,
suggested that the running
of the Ram Temple be on
the lines of the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams, a
statutory body of the And-
hra Pradesh government
which manages the Sri
Venkateshwara ~ Swamy
Temple and other shrines
attached to the main tem-
ple. This, he said, would
bring more transparency
and professional oversight
into the running of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

Ayodhya donation
row: all 8 accused
in judicial custody

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

A court in Ayodhya on
Monday sent all eight ac-
cused in the alleged theft
and embezzlement of do-
nations from the Ram Tem-
ple to 14 days in judicial
custody. The accused had
earlier been produced be-
fore a remand magistrate
on Friday, who had sent
them to three days of judi-
cial custody.

The eight accused -
Ram Shankar Yadav alias
Tinnu, Anukalp Mishra,
Avinash Shukla, Karunesh
Pandey, Manish Yadav,
Lavkush Mishra, Ram
Shankar Mishra and Sub-
hash Srivastava — were
produced before Special
Judge, Anti-Corruption
Court, Rajat  Verma,
through videoconferenc-
ing from the district jail, af-
ter the expiry of their
three-day judicial custody.
The case has been posted
for hearing on July 13.

Earlier in the day, the
Ayodhya Bar Association
passed a resolution that
none of its members will
represent the eight ac-
cused. The association said
if any member still wished
to represent the accused,

they should pay a penalty
of 35 lakh per accused into
the association’s account.
“... We will write a letter to
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation for a probe.
The Bar Association will
approach the High Court
for a CBI probe,” said Kali-
ka Prasad Mishra, the Bar
Association president.

The association also
sought the registration of a
case against Champat Rai,
the former general secre-
tary of the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust, trustee Anil Mishra,
and temple construction
in-charge Gopal Rao.

Criticises lawyers’ move
On the Ayodhya lawyers’
refusal to represent the ac-
cused, Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) international
president Alok Kumar said:
“Our legal system says that
even the worst of the crimi-
nals should get defence.
The move of the Ayodhya
Bar Association appears to
be political.”

The Congress again
sought a Supreme Court-
monitored probe. A dele-
gation, including State unit
chief Ajay Rai and four Lok
Sabha MPs, will visit Ayod-
hya on Tuesday.

Minister cites India’s border infrastructure push
after claims of Chinese incursion in Arunachal

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Days after a tribal body in
Arunachal Pradesh alleged
that it was “losing their
land, inch by inch, day by
day to China” in the Taks-
ing area, Union Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju said that alth-
ough India had started
“late”, it had begun build-
ing roads and other infras-
tructure in border areas.

Mr. Rijiju, who repre-
sents the Arunachal West
constituency in the State,
told The Hindu that Taks-
ing was connected by road
only in 2019.

“Though late, we are
now building roads and
other infrastructure in bor-
der areas. We are catching
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Kiren Rijiju

up,” said Mr. Rijiju, when
asked about the claims of
Chinese incursions made
by the Nah Welfare Society
(NWS) at Taksing in Upper
Subansri district of Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

The June 26 letter by Ke-
ru Chader, president,

NWS, to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Upper Suban-
siri district stated that in
the past 10 to 15 years, ac-
tivities of People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) in the bor-
der areas of Taksing circle
have increased manifold
with an intention to occu-
py as much land as
possible.

In a statement, the In-
dian Army said, “We have
seen some media reports
alleging recent encroach-
ment by Chinese PLA and
setting up of camps in Aru-
nachal Pradesh. These re-
ports are incorrect and
without any basis.”

According to a Foreign
Ministry response in Par-
liament in 2008, China dis-
putes the International

Boundary between India
and China in the Eastern
Sector and claims approxi-
mately 90,000 square kilo-
metres of Indian territory
in Arunachal Pradesh.

Tache Chader, the gen-
eral secretary of NWS, said
that due to the presence of
Chinese forces, the locals
were unable to take their
cattle out for grazing. He
told The Hindu that the
group was yet to get a res-
ponse from the authorities
regarding the letter.

“We can no longer ac-
cess the land that belonged
to our ancestors. The Chi-
nese are expanding and
building roads at a fast
pace,” he said.

The June 26 letter said
that the Chinese govern-

ment is expanding its terri-
tory by “occupying new
and important places of
our land situated at border
area.” It said China had
constructed roads, bridges
and set up military camps
in many places.

3,488-km-long border
India shares 3,488 km of
border with China that
runs along Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand, Sikkim, and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

According to Union
Home Ministry, the border
is not fully demarcated and
the process of clarifying
and confirming the Line of
Actual Control is in pro-

gress.

After several notices, Rabri set to
vacate official bungalow on July 5

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

With the “final deadline”
to vacate her official resi-
dence on 10 Circular Road
in Patna ending on Mon-
day, and most of her hou-
sehold goods already shift-
ed, Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader Rabri Devi has
sought, in order “to avoid
any further controversy”,
the “charge register” con-
taining the list of house-
hold items provided at the
residence when it was al-
lotted to her in 2006 by the
Bihar government, party
sources told The Hindu.
The former Bihar Chief
Minister is expected to va-
cate the bungalow on July
5, which is also the RJD’s
foundation day.

A vehicle carrying household goods leaves the official residence of

former Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi in Patna on Monday. PTI

She had been living in
the bungalow along with
her family for about 20
years.

The State government
has allotted it to Bihar Dai-
ry and Fisheries Minister
Nand Kishor Ram.

The government had is-

sued several notices to Ms.
Devi earlier. On June 22,
the ‘final notice’ was is-
sued to vacate the bunga-
low by June 29.

Most of her household
goods have been shifted to
her new official residence
at 39, Hardinge Road.
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Govt. launches platform to

track maternal, child health

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah recently launched the PM Family Care
Tracker (PM-FCT), a digital platform aimed at
strengthening maternal and child health,
nutrition, and family welfare through real-time
monitoring of beneficiaries. Introduced as a pilot
project in Gujarat, the platform seeks to integrate
health, nutrition, and welfare services by
tracking pregnant women, newborns, infants,
children, and adolescents up to 18 years. The
platform also features digital Health Passports for
families, dashboards to facilitate delivery of
government welfare schemes, and alerts for
vaccinations and essential health services.

JKLF chief among 5 named in

chargesheet in Sarla Bhat case

After 36 years, the Jammu and Kashmir Police’s
special cell, State Investigation Agency (SIA), on
Monday named Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front
chief Yasin Malik among five others in the
chargesheet filed in the killing of Kashmiri Pandit
Sarla Bhat, a nurse at the Sher-i-Kashmir Institute
of Medical Sciences, in 1990. As per SIA, the
investigation “conclusively established that the
killing of Bhat was not an isolated act of violence
but part of a larger terrorist conspiracy
orchestrated under the command and control of
the JKLF”. The investigation revealed the

CBSE relaxes 3-language
policy for Classes 7, 8,9

The current 2026-27 batch of Class 10 will not have to follow the new language policy, the Board

says; in Class 9, the third language will be evaluated only by an school-based internal assessment

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

tudents currently in
SClasses 7, 8, and 9
who have already
opted for two foreign lan-
guages will continue with
them, while also studying
an additional Indian lan-
guage (Bharatiya Bhasha),
the Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
said in the revised guide-
lines issued on Monday.
The Board, in a circular
issued in May, had said that
students in Class 9 too
would have to adopt the
three-language policy,
where two of three lan-
guages they learn should
be native to India. Follow-
ing this, parents of stu-
dents who were learning
foreign languages had prot-
ested against the abrupt
switch.

Rule relaxed

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan stat-
ed last week that students
in Classes 7, 8, and 9 who
have taken foreign lan-
guages could continue
their studies in their res-
pective selected options.
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Concessions made: NEP’20 recommends learning 3 languages,
with at least 2 of the 3 languages being native to India.

low the new language poli-
cy and will continue with
the old system of two lan-
guages, the Board said.

The current batches stu-
dying in Classes 7, 8, and 9
would not be required to
give Board examination in
third language when they
progress to Class 10, the
statement added.

For Class 9, the third
language (R3) will be as-
sessed by the school
through an internal school-
based assessment.

The National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020, recom-
mends learning three lan-
guages, with at least two of
the three languages being
native to India.

The CBSE, in its press

third language (R3) in Se-
condary Stage (Classes 9
and 10) is an extension of
language learning from the
Middle Stage (Classes 6 to
8). The CBSE said that no
third language is required
to be taken by Class 10 stu-
dents during 2026-27.

Every student in Class 9
would study three languag-
es. Of these three languag-
es, at least two would be
Bhartiya Bhashas.

Clarification for Class 9

The CBSE also provided ex-
amples to offer clarity for
students in Class 9. For ex-
ample, if a student already
studies two Indian lan-
guages, for instance Hindi
and Tamil, they can

a non-native language such
as English or French.

A student studying one
Indian language and one
non-native language (for
example Tamil and En-
glish), may choose any In-
dian language as the third
language (R3).

A student studying two
non-native languages (for
example English and
French), as a special one-
time relaxation, may conti-
nue with those two non-na-
tive languages and need to
add one Indian language as
third language (R3).

The CBSE and NCERT
will provide grade-appro-
priate learning resources
to help students learn the
third language, the press
release states.

The dedicated R3 text-
books for Class 6 in 22
Scheduled Bhartiya Bhash-
as are being made available
on www.ncert.nic.in.

Some categories ex-
empted from the three-lan-
guage policy are children
with special needs, CBSE
schools outside India, and
foreign students returning
to India. If guardians mi-
grate to another State, the
student may continue with

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and others during the release of
DRDO Delegation of Financial Powers. PTI

Centre unveils plan
to speed up DRDO’s
research projects

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday released
the Delegation of Financial
Powers to DRDO
(DFP-2026), a major re-
form aimed at improving
efficiency, accountability,
and the timely execution of
strategic research and de-
velopment projects.

Speaking at the launch,
Mr. Singh said the revised
framework would facilitate
faster production and in-
duction of systems, plat-
forms and technologies de-
veloped by the Defence
Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)
into the armed forces.

He added that the
DFP-2026 would streng-

further advancing the go-
vernment’s vision of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat.

‘Enhance self-reliance’
Mr. Singh said the new fi-
nancial powers framework
would enhance selfre-
liance in defence technolo-
gies and significantly
strengthen the country’s
defence preparedness.
The revised framework
provides dedicated finan-
cial provisions for trial
campaigns, testing and
evaluation activities, auth-
orises the sanctioning of
pre-project R&D initiatives,
and clearly segregates fi-
nancial powers for grants-
in-aid related to Extra-Mu-
ral Research Projects, and
Defence Innovation Accel-
erator-Centres of Excel-

involvement of Malik and others “in executing The current batch of statement on Monday, said choose as third language the existing combination | then collaboration with in- lence under separate
the abduction and brutal killing”. Class 10 will not have to fol-  the introduction of the anotherIndianlanguageor oflanguages. dustry and academia, schedules.
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Monday expressed con-
cern over passport-related
issues faced by two senior
journalists, including form-
er Editor of The Telegraph
R. Rajagopal, whose name
was deleted from the vo-
ters’ list of West Bengal.

“If a respected senior
editor like Mr. Rajagopal is
facing difficulties to prove
his citizenship in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls, what hard-
ships lakhs of ordinary citi-
zens must be enduring
through that process is a
significant question that
emerges from this in-
stance,” it said. The PCI
said the passport of anoth-
er senior journalist, Samrat
Choudhury, was impound-
ed earlier this month citing
an “adverse” police verifi-
cation report.

TH

arrested a 39-year-old man
for allegedly distributing
capsules containing the ro-
dent poison zinc phos-
phide to participants in a
Muharram procession.
The suspect has been
identified as Faiyaz Nisar
Premji, a resident of Pune.
The police have seized
14,900 capsules and 50 kg
of the chemical compound
from his possession.
According to the police,
the arrest was made on Fri-
day night during the Ashu-
ra procession in the Bycul-
la area. Officers allegedly
spotted Mr. Premji distri-
buting capsules to mem-
bers of the crowd. When
questioned, he claimed
that the capsules were
painkillers. However, as he
could not produce any
authorisation for their dis-
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of the chemical
compound

tribution and reports later
emerged of people expe-
riencing nausea and vomit-
ing after consuming them,
he was detained.

“During questioning,
the accused confessed that
he aimed to target specific
people and cause them
harm. The accused had or-
dered 30,000 empty cap-
sules online. He also or-
dered 50 kg of zinc
phosphide. He prepared
the capsules by filling each
one with one gram of zinc
phosphide,” Jayant Meena,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Zone 3, said.

The officer said Mr.
Premiji had visited Iran and
Iraq in 2025.

operational, replacing the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA).
The Union Rural Develop-
ment Ministry notified the
draft rules for the new em-
ployment scheme on May
22, giving a month to stake-
holders to submit their
feedback.

The difference
The VB-G RAM G marks a
shift from a “demand-dri-
ven framework” to a “sup-
ply-driven scheme”. Under
the new system, alloca-
tions will be capped within
a fixed budget determined
by the Union government
based on  “objective
parameters”.

While the new Act in-
creases the number of gua-
ranteed workdays from
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12 To a certain extent felt sensually repelled in snuggle (6)
13 The 'MACS' repeatedly played tournaments? (4,7)
18 Fictional detective's biographer, as per reports questioned boy

(6)

20 Vision | quote in conversation (8)

22 Some misread her enchantment for Bond (6)
23 Can this masquerader redesign a crimson top? (8)

24 Authentic, clear garlic soup without traces of olives and parsley

(8)

25 Blue-collar worker from Colombo will binge every now and

then (6)
Down

1 Spooner says: "The rest and | talk behind their back entrance!"

(7)

Open spot? Perhaps take a rain check! (8)

Native of Banjarmasin, Borneo (6)

Hits outside net essentially and panics (6)

Member cycling around strange black object (7)

2
3
4 Stuck-up Dominic in a clover, exposed and dangerous (8)
5
6
8

the material wages. In
practice, this translated to
a90:10 cost share between
the Centre and the States.

Section 5(1) empowers
the Union government to
“notify rural areas in a
State” where the scheme
will be implemented. This
is a departure from the
MGNREGA, which was un-
iversal. Another departure
from the MGNREGA is that
the new law allows for a
blackout period, pausing
the programme during
peak agricultural seasons
to “facilitate availability of
labour”.

Objections by the States
At least three States — Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, and
Jharkhand, two of them
with BJP-led governments
— questioned the shift in
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At least three States have raised
questions about the shift in the
financial model of VB-G RAM G.

the financial model, which
now requires a majority of
States to bear 40% of the
total expenditure, in con-
trast to the MGNREGA.

Five States have sought
a revision of wage rates,
and four have aired reser-
vations over the provision
of 60 non-working days
during the peak agricultu-
ral season.

Bihar has sought that
wages should increase
from the present %255 to
%413. Jammu & Kashmir,
meanwhile, wants an in-
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pensatory hike. Nearly all
States have highlighted de-
lays in clearing the wage
and material bill by the
Centre.

Centre to hold power
One of the key concerns
raised by academics and
activists is that the VB-G
RAM G gives dispropor-
tionate power to the
Centre. As per the draft
rules on inter-State distri-
bution of funds, the Union
government will adopt ob-
jective parameters utilised
for horizontal devolution
among States as recom-
mended by the 16th Fi-
nance Commission. The
exact application metho-
dology is determined at
the discretion of the Union
government, a clause,
flagged as concerning.

FAITH

ters” for the fund alloca-
tion under the VB-GRAM G
are neither “objective nor
fair” and the new rural em-
ployment law relies exces-
sively on technology and
lays out no parameters for
wage fixation, senior CPI
(M) leader Brinda Karat
wrote in a letter to Union
Rural Development Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Monday.

The rules, Ms. Karat
said, were notified without
any consultation with
workers’ organisations or
unions and strengthened
the Centre’s control in de-
cision-making.

The rule deciding the
normative allocation, she
said, sets up a framework
of “rank discrimination”
against workers depending
on where they reside.

Mooka Panchasati benefits

There are only two things worth aspiring for in life. One is
to be born as a human and having born thus, pray to God
for liberation (mukshatvam) from worldly attachments
and rebirth. The advantage a human has over other life
forms is the quality of discernment, and this should be
channelised in proper manner. Man has the ability to
know what is permanent in this universe and should aim
to achieve that in his life. Our sastras show the way for-
ward, and reciting verses from works such as Mooka Pan-
chasati will help one, said Damodara Deekshithar.

Scriptures state that there are seven places which are so
holy that staying in those places for a short while and fo-
cusing on the Divine will help one attain moksha. These
are Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya (Haridwar), Kasi, Kanchi,
Avantika (Ujjain) and Dwaraka. Kanchi, meaning central
part, is one of the holiest places to reside, since it is Am-
bal’s favourite place. One may conduct yagas, perform pu-
jas and be a close adherent to dharma, but nothing comes
close to receiving the grace of Kanchi Kamakoti.

Mooka Sankarendra Saraswati, the 20th Pontiff of Kan-
chi Kamakoti Peetam, composed Mooka Panchasati, after
receiving Her grace. Born deaf mute, he visited Ambal’s
temple every day, attending the prayer rituals and partak-
ing prasad. Such is the power of prayer, that Ambal,
moved by the faith, is ready to offer Her blessings to true
devotees. Like Kalidasa receiving the blessings of Kali,
Mooka in Kanchi received similar benediction. His 500-
verse composition, Mooka Panchasati remains relevant,
the reading of which is believed to offer relief from various

ailments.
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Scientists test cockatoos to see
if animals understand death

In a 2020 paper with cognitive scientist Antonio J. Osuna-Mascaro, philosopher Susana Monso argued that two forms of anthropocentrism — the

belief that human beings are superior to all others — undergird humans’ reluctance to acknowledge ability of animals to understand death

Sayantan Datta

ne day in 2025, Jane perched
facing a computer screen. The
screen’s top half displayed a
black circle on a magenta
background. The bottom half had a black
arrow on white. After what appeared to
be a moment of deliberation, Jane
extended her neck and touched the circle.
Small pellets of food appeared in the tray
before her. Then, the magenta was
replaced by green.

When she touched the circle this time,
the screen flashed a bright red before
reverting to green. This time, no food
appeared. Jane looked at the screen,
checked the tray, and looked at the screen
again. Then, she touched the arrow. A
new background appeared, and with that
came the renewed possibility of obtaining
more food.

Jane is a Goffin’s cockatoo housed at
the Messerli Research Institute, University
of Veterinary Medicine (UVM), Vienna.
With 14 of her peers, she has helped
researchers demonstrate that the parrots
can recognise and adapt to permanent
non-functionality — the notion of
something that previously worked ceasing
to be functional in a specific context.

This might be the first step in testing
experimentally whether an animal has
the cognitive requirements to understand
death, according to the researchers who
conducted the study, published in
Scientific Reports earlier this month.

But before that, people have to
redefine what it means to understand
death.

‘Minimal death’

For many philosophers and
anthropologists, the ability to understand
death has been a defining feature of
humanity. For example, the German
philosopher Martin Heidegger declared in
a1939 seminar that “mortals are they who
can experience death as death. Animals
cannot do this.”

“Only man dies. The animal perishes,”
he added in his 1971 book Poetry,
Language, Thought. By that, he meant
that only human beings possessed the
ability to understand death’s significance.

Philosopher Susana Monso, associate
professor at the National University of
Distance Education, Madrid, disagreed. In
a 2020 paper with UVM cognitive scientist
Antonio J. Osuna-Mascaro, she argued
that two forms of anthropocentrism — the
belief that human beings are superior to
all others — undergird humans’
reluctance to acknowledge animals’
ability to understand death.

One: the framing of death as an
abstract concept, “as something that we
know will inevitably befall all of us, but
which we cannot point to or perceive with
any of our senses.” The duo called this
intellectual anthropocentrism. The
second they called emotional
anthropocentrism: “the excessive focus
on grief as a reaction to death”.

These might be the reasons why
existing accounts of animals’ reactions to
their kin’s deaths are limited to those
deemed exceptionally intelligent —
chimpanzees, elephants, orcas, and
crows — and focus overtly on their

Janeis a Goffin’s cockatoo housed at the Messerli Research Institute. With 14 of her peers, she has helped researchers demonstrate that the parrots can
recognise and adapt to the notion of something that previously worked ceasing to be functional in a specific context. ANTONIO J. OSUNA MASCARO

human-like displays of grief and rituals.

Instead, Dr. Monso6 proposed in 2019
the “minimal concept of death”: the bare
minimum that would be required for an
animal to understand what happens
when an individual dies.

“It does not require a human-like
concept of eternity, or a sophisticated
understanding that another individual’s
mind is gone,” Dr. Osuna-Mascaro, her
collaborator, explained. “It requires only
that an animal recognise death as the
irreversible loss of the characteristic
functions of a living body,” he added.

Recognising permanent
non-functionality would be one of the
cognitive components relevant to such an
understanding.

Testing the bird

While Dr. Mons6 thought about how they
could test animals’ ability to recognise
and adapt to permanent
non-functionality, Dr. Osuna-Mascar6 and
his colleagues’ work had already shown
that Goffin’s cockatoos are able to
recognise and discard non-functional
tools.

“So they were a great candidate species
for testing whether animals can
understand when something is
irreversibly broken,” Dr. Mons6 said.

To test whether Goffin’s cockatoos
could comprehend permanent
non-functionality, the team designed a
touchscreen-based task. They trained
parrots to learn that if they touched the
round button on the screen, they received
a food reward. The parrots could also
touch an arrow to proceed to the next
trial.

Then, the researchers tested the birds
on a slightly more complex task. At times,
when the birds touched the round button,
the screen would flash and the button
would stop working — but only against a

e

It does not require a human-like
concept of eternity, or a sophisticated
understanding that another
individual’s mind is gone

ANTONIO J. OSUNA-MASCARO
Cognitive scientist

particular background. Against other
backgrounds, the button still worked.

The question was whether the
cockatoos could learn more than “this
button no longer works,” Dr.
Osuna-Mascard explained.

In fact, they had to learn that a flashing
event meant that the “particular context
was no longer useful”, he added.

Further, the cockatoos had to
distinguish the non-functional
background from new ones in later trials.

The researchers found that as the trials
proceeded, the cockatoos learned to skip
the backgrounds in which the button had
stopped working. However, they
continued to touch it when it appeared
against other backgrounds.

That is, “they had not simply lost trust
in the touchscreen, but were adjusting
their behaviour to the specific context,”
Dr. Osuna-Mascaro said.

Thus, they concluded the cockatoos
had “acquired flexible sensitivity to
permanent non-functionality,” the
authors wrote in their paper.

‘One cognitive capacity’

Some birds reacted strongly to the

button’s dysfunction. Rose, a juvenile

female, called out in a manner typically

used to obtain food or attention. Renki, a

juvenile male, displayed aggression.
Even though these displays were not a

part of the study’s analysis, they “made
the task feel very real from the birds’
perspective. Something that had just
worked suddenly no longer did,”
Eleonora Rovegno, one of the study’s lead
authors, said.

That said, all (independent) animal
cognition researchers this reporter spoke
to were reluctant to take this as evidence
for cockatoos’ understanding of death —
minimal or otherwise.

While calling the study “cool” and
worthy of applause, Anindita Bhadra,
professor of biology at the Indian Institute
of Science Education and Research,
Kolkata, cautioned that the “study shows
only that the cockatoos can learn the
non-permanence of rewards and cues.”

Dr. Bhadra works on the social lives of
free-ranging dogs.

“Being able to recognise
non-permanence of inanimate objects is
very different from understanding
non-permanence of a living being,” she
added. “Food rewards are very different
from social interactions with other
individuals.”

Similarly, Anindya Sinha, a cognitive
ethologist and professor at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru,,
said the cockatoos’ actions are “truly
significant in terms of their mechanical
problem-solving abilities” but added that
there is still “no empirical evidence yet of
any conceptualisation of inactivity
following the death of a living being”.

Dr. Osuna-Mascar6 agreed that the
study “does not show that cockatoos
understand death.” However, he added,
“it does suggest that they possess at least
one cognitive capacity that contributes to
such an understanding.”

(Sayantan Datta is an independent
science journalist and a faculty member at
Alliance University, Bengaluru.
dattasayantan95@gmail.com)
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Diseases that changed history

Please send in your answers to
science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth A

QUESTION 3
A Mycobacterium ______ bacteria have
QUESTION 1 shaped social and legal institutions

Treponema pallidum causes X. While it
is transmitted only among humans
and baboons, it has had an outsized
effect on the course of human history.
Its helical shape allows it to move
quickly through mucous membranes
and its infections are hard to diagnose
because the symptoms mimic those of
other diseases. Name X.

A

QUESTION 2

Smallpox is caused by the Variola
virus, with evidence of infections
dating back to 1,500 BC. Its spread
expanded manifold from the late 15th
century onwards thanks to the
e , named for the
famous Italian explorer. In this event,
many plants, animals, and diseases
were transferred between the Western
and Eastern hemispheres. Fill in the
blanks.

CM
K

over centuries through fear and stigma.
Unlike its cousin, which causes
tuberculosis, it depends
overwhelmingly on its host for
sustenance and only infects humans,
nine-banded armadillos, and red
squirrels. It was the first bacterium to
be identified as the cause of a human
disease. Fill in the blank.

A

QUESTION 4

Since the 19th century alone, Y has had
seven pandemic outbreaks. In the
course of studying it, physicians and
scientists developed theories of disease
and treatment that are useful even
today. The physician Sambhu Nath De
definitely proved that Y causes the
disease it’s responsible for. Name Y.

A

QUESTION 5

This virus was first isolated from

primates and spreads through blood
and sexual contact. It mutates so fast
that infected people develop slightly
different versions. Scientists have
struggled to contain it because it hides
inside cells and constantly changes its
genetic makeup. Name this virus.

Answers to June 25 quiz:

1. Technique to acquire speed from a
planet’s orbital energy

- Ans: Gravitational slingshot

2. Region just outside the event horizon
of a black hole - Ans: Ergosphere

3. Expansion of MHD
- Ans: Magnetohydrodynamic

4. Effect where two close plates feel an
attractive force - Ans: Casimir effect

5. Electric power based on a salinity
gradient - Ans: Osmotic power

Visual: Tidal stream generator

First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N.
Viswanathan | Pankaj Gharde | Saif
Malik Khan | Snehil Jain

e 5
%
5 't y

VISUAL: Name the mass of bacteria shown here in the foregut of a flea.
Scientists recently found that just 5,500 years ago, these bacteria could be
transmitted directly; today, they spread via infected fleas.
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Ignore a mosquito bite and the itch is ‘gone in five
or 10 minutes for most people’. NIAID/UNSPLASH

It’s a bad idea
to scratch
a bug bite,
research says

Associated Press

lot of things can cause itchiness,
A sometimes serious diseases.

Whatever the cause, doctors have
long warned that scratching too much can
damage the skin. Now researchers better
understand why even a mildly annoying
itch could put you on an itch-and-scratch
cycle if you give in.

How did they find out? In part by
putting tiny “cones of shame” onto mice
to uncover what happens on a cellular
level when an itch gets scratched — or left
alone. They also gained insight into why a
good scratch at least at first brings a sigh
of relief. After all, not just people and
other mammals scratch, even fish do. The
commonality suggests there must be
some evolutionary reason and the mouse
experiment hints at a little germ
protection — but still not a reason to
scratch.

Daniel Kaplan, a University of
Pittsburgh dermatologist whose lab
studies immune reactions in skin, was
exploring a run-of-the-mill type of itch
called allergic contact dermatitis, caused

Normal mice scratched and
inflammatory immune cells
rushed to the site, increasing
swelling. The rash was much
milder in mice bred with
defective itch-sensing nerve cells

by irritants such as poison ivy or nickel in
jewellery.

Kaplan’s research team put a
rash-inducing irritant on the ears of mice.
Normal mice scratched and inflammatory
immune cells rushed to the site,
increasing swelling. The rash was much
milder in mice bred with defective
itch-sensing nerve cells. But was the
difference really the scratching?

Normal mice put into collars like those
veterinary “cones of shame” so they
itched but couldn’t scratch gave the
answer: They, too, had much less swelling
and fewer inflammatory cells.

Kaplan said that evidence matches
people’s everyday experiences that
scratching really can make things worse.

Ignore a mosquito bite and the itch is
“gone in five or 10 minutes for most
people,” he said. “But if you start
scratching it, it’s your friend for a week,”
getting itchier and more inflamed.

To understand what was happening in
the skin, Kaplan’s team took a deeper
look at mast cells, among the immune
system’s first responders. When called
into action, they release compounds that
can help fight germs or toxins — or,
through a compound called histamine,
trigger itchy allergic reactions.

Scientists have long known that
allergens can activate mast cells. But
other signals can summon mast cells, too,
including pain. And when we scratch,
“we tend to scratch until it starts to hurt,”
Kaplan noted.

Pain-sensing nerve cells release a
chemical messenger called substance P.
In findings published last year, Kaplan’s
team reported that substance P can
activate mast cells through a different
molecular pathway than allergens do — a
double whammy that explains why
scratching further inflames itchy rashes or
bites.

If we experience pain like touching a
hot stove, we’ll learn not to do that again.
Yet relief from a good scratch, in
evolutionary terms, is positive feedback.

One long-held theory is that it may help
creatures slough off parasites like fleas or
mites. But Kaplan also was intrigued by
other labs’ findings that mast cells could
fend off a common type of skin bacteria
called Staphylococcus aureus. Sure
enough, mice who scratched had lower
levels of that germ on their ears, maybe
because of the extra inflammation or
some other mast cell-related compound.
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Delayed honour

Operational secrecy during wars is a
must, but there must be accountability

ar is secretive and strategy may re-
w quire deception. But that is no good

explanation for the fact that the Na-
rendra Modi government took over a year before
formally acknowledging that six soldiers had lost
their lives in Operation Sindoor in 2025. India
had launched cross-border military strikes in Pa-
kistan in retaliation for the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack, in April 2025, that killed 26 innocent peo-
ple. From the beginning, the government has
been reluctant to share any meaningful details of
Operation Sindoor even as it continuously kept
the hyperbolic self-congratulatory posture. Its
decision to not publicly acknowledge and honour
the supreme sacrifice of the fallen soldiers con-
temporaneously was hardly a sign of any wise
strategy. Casualties can happen in any military
operation and that is a key consideration in any
military planning, and more importantly, the pol-
itical decision to go to war or not. Not being tran-
sparent about losses, human and material, may
serve the political interests of the ruling party,
but not national interest. By trying to be clever
and selective about facts, the government under-
mined its own credibility and did a disservice to
those who paid with their lives. Soon after the op-
eration concluded in May 2025, the then Director
General of Military Operations (DGMO), Lieute-
nant General Rajiv Ghai, paid tribute, during a
press briefing on May 11, 2025, to Indian military
personnel who had made the supreme sacrifice,
though their names were not disclosed.

The cremations were done with full military
honours. In August 2025, Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh visited the family of Sergeant Surendra Ku-
mar, who was killed during the operation, while
the Ministry of Defence also announced gallantry
awards for the fallen personnel. Tributes were si-
multaneously carried on the Indian Army’s offi-
cial social media platforms. In the Lok Sabha on
July 28, 2025, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said that “no Indian soldiers were harmed” dur-
ing Operation Sindoor. Following accusations
that it has misled Parliament, the government is
now explaining that the Minister’s remarks were
made in the context of reports that Indian aircraft
were shot down and were meant to clarify that no
pilot was killed during the mission. The govern-
ment has also maintained that details relating to
aircraft losses during the conflict remain opera-
tionally sensitive and refused to disclose them.
There is a distinction to be made between opera-
tional secrecy and requirements of public ac-
countability. War is a stark demonstration of the
fact that it is the public that always pays for all ac-
tions of the government. A public accounting of
the gains and the losses is the best way to ensure
wise decision making.

Caught in the middle

India must prioritise reduction of harm
from drug abuse
l ndia is located between two major drug-pro-

ducing regions: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and

Iran to the west and Myanmar, Thailand,
and Laos to the east. While the West has histori-
cally dominated heroin production, the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board has said Myanmar
has become the world’s leading source of illicit
opium while East and Southeast Asia remain ma-
jor sources of methamphetamine. Officials have
said drugs are being received at Gujarat, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu via maritime routes. Similarly,
some drugs are produced domestically using ille-
gally diverted pharmaceutical ingredients, aided
by the fact that individuals possessing small
quantities of heroin can attract up to six months’
imprisonment, whereas drugmakers that cannot
account for lakhs of doses often face only slaps
on the wrist. The rise of Myanmar, where the ter-
ritory under ethnic armed organisations is ex-
panding, as a key source is also troubling since it
shares a border with India. The Narcotics Control
Bureau has noted a dramatic surge in the use of
drones to smuggle drugs across borders, espe-
cially over Punjab. Traffickers are organising over
the darknet and using cryptocurrencies. The pil-
lars of India’s response thus aim to keep the en-
forcement regime from being out-innovated and
improve regulatory certainty.

States are trying to adopt a ‘whole of society’
approach recognising the public health and so-
cial dimensions. However, India needs to do
more. Physical abuse and forced detoxification
are frequently reported from many private
centres. Punjab has an extensive network of de
addiction centres providing opioid substitution
therapy, and some northeastern States to a se-
condary extent, but most large States have much
less access relative to need. Most Integrated Reh-
abilitation Centres for Addicts are located in ur-
ban areas whereas the highest density of addicts
in Punjab are in border villages and rural pock-
ets. Likewise, relapse is often treated as a moral
failure and many addicts avoid government
centres fearing social ostracisation, particularly
in rural North India. The persistence of criminal
records for small-scale possession prevents youth
from getting jobs, reducing their odds of escap-
ing the drug-crime cycle. Although the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan has said it has sensitised
over six crore women, facilities dedicated to wo-
men are scarce and concentrated in urban areas;
stigma, caregiving responsibilities, and lack of
gender-responsive treatment keep many women
from seeking or completing care. Finally, as evi-
dence shows, disrupted supply can drive many
users to cheaper alternatives unless accompa-
nied by effective treatment. India must therefore
shift public focus from seizures and arrests to the
number of lives restored.

CM
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Reforms 3.0 — towards the Bharat rate of growth

or 45 years after Independence, India

grew at an anaemic 3% — the infamous

“Hindu rate of growth”. Triggered by a

balance-of-payments crisis, India found
the gumption to liberalise. Within a decade, GDP
growth surged. The lesson: crisis breeds reform,
and reform breeds exponential outcomes.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) provides the same
transformational leverage that liberalisation
provided in 1991. The question is not whether
India can afford to invest — it is whether India can
afford not to. After 12 years of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership, India has reached
another WhatsApp moment in reform — dare I
say, to take it from a Hindu rate of growth to the
Bharat rate of growth — 8% and beyond for the
next decade.

The case for making tokens free

India has since proven that it can leapfrog entire
generations of infrastructure. Aadhaar enrolled
1.38 billion people in a biometric identity system,
the largest on earth. UPI now processes 250
billion annual transactions worth $3.4 trillion,
handling 50% of the world’s real-time digital
payments. Reliance Jio, launched in 2016, added
100 million subscribers in just five months and
made mobile data essentially free. How India can
replicate its Aadhaar, data availability deluge and
UPI miracles in the age of Al — by embracing
open models, diversifying compute hardware,
and making tokens as free as data.

India spends just about 0.65% of its GDP on
research and development (R&D), well below
China (2.4%), the United States (3.5%), South
Korea (4.9%), and Israel (5.4%). The excuse of the
socialist Congress governments of 1947-1991 was:
“we can’t afford anything more”, which does not
and should not apply now. The central question is
this: Has the time come to make Al tokens free? If
s0, how do we do it? Can we begin by making
tokens free for the country’s top 100 national
R&D institutions and 5,000 schools, so that Al
becomes a teammate for scientists and students
alike?

India spends approximately $49 billion each
year subsidising calories, chemicals, and carbon.
The question is whether it is now ready to
subsidise cognition. The answer is that it already
can — at a fraction of what it spends today. The
entire Al token subsidy for the country’s top 100
universities and national R&D institutions, along
with 5,000 high schools, would cost about $2
billion annually — roughly 0.06% of GDP. The Al
investment is around one-fourteenth of India’s
food subsidy, one-tenth of its fertilizer subsidy,
and less than the amount paid to compensate oil
marketing companies for LPG under-recoveries in
a single quarter. This is not a moonshot budget. It
is a rounding error in India’s existing welfare
expenditure — but one with the potential to
generate transformative, compounding returns.

India does not need more money; it needs new
priorities, new frameworks, and some
reallocation. First, Al tokens can be funded
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without cutting a single rupee from existing
beneficiaries by merely freezing subsidy growth
for a year. (The fertilizer subsidy alone has been
compounding at 11% CAGR over the past decade.)
Second, India should forge a public-private
partnership with hyperscalers such as AWS,
Google, and Microsoft, exchanging data centre
land, power subsidies, and data sovereignty
assurances for free inference capacity. India’s
1.4-billion-user market gives it negotiating
leverage that few countries can match, though
such techno-commercial negotiations, shaped by
geopolitics and uncertainty, will require
considerable skill. Third, if necessary, paid
enterprise tiers can cross-subsidise free access for
schools and research institutions.

Free data worked and free tokens will too. The
government did not directly subsidise Jio.
Instead, it created the right regulatory
environment through spectrum auctions, net
neutrality, infrastructure sharing, and a
controversial long pilot.

The result: data prices fell from about $3 per
GB to $0.10 in under three years. The same
playbook can apply to Al tokens. Create the right
conditions, and the market will deliver
abundance. India’s role is not to write the
cheque, but to make it unnecessary.

Hosting models

India must build the competence to host and
operate large language models, not merely
consume them through APIs from San Francisco
or Beijing. With Sarvam, it has already shown that
frontier models can be trained on Indian soil. The
next step is to host models such as Qwen,
DeepSeek, Kimi, Llama, and Sarvam on sovereign
infrastructure, even if some open-source models
originate from China. The models may be free,
but the intelligence to host them at scale is not. Al
infrastructure should be treated as a strategic
national capability, much like what the
government has already done for space and
nuclear programmes. India should pursue a
hybrid strategy that combines sovereign and
open-source models to avoid dependence on any
single ecosystem. Open-source models offer four
key advantages: sovereignty by reducing reliance
on foreign APIs that can be restricted overnight;
lower costs by eliminating per-token licensing
fees, thereby enabling free education and
research uses; customisation for Indic languages
and cultural contexts; and transparency through
auditable model weights for government and
defence applications.

Hosting LLMs at national scale is not “just
deploy a container”. India must develop deep
expertise in availability (multi-region redundancy,
99.99% uptime SLAs for critical government
services; latency (<200ms token latency across
Tier-2/3 cities); efficiency (like batch scheduling to
maximise tokens-per-watt); security (data
residency compliance, prompt injection defence,
audit trails).

India cannot afford to be locked into a

single-vendor monopoly for its Al compute
future. NVIDIA’s dominance comes at
extraordinary cost — both financial and strategic.
NVIDIA controls 80%+ of Al training hardware
but creates deep vendor lock-in that extends far
beyond hardware. For India to build sovereign Al
infrastructure for 1.4 billion people, the math
simply does not work at NVIDIA pricing.

India spent relatively little to build UPI; it
cannot afford to spend $50 billion on NVIDIA
GPUs. The alternative hardware ecosystem is not
just more economical — it is strategically
essential. India should adopt a 40:30:30
hardware mix rather than rely on a single vendor.
Around 40% should be built on AWS Trainium
and AMD for cost-effective inference workloads
available in India. Another 30% should use
Google TPUs for research, model training, and
academic partnerships. The remaining 30%
should rely on NVIDIA for specialised training,
legacy compatibility, and a domestic silicon
hedge.

Al token policy, implementation timeline
India should announce a National Al Token Policy
and implement it over the next 24 months. It
should begin by signing public-private
partnership agreements with AWS, Google, and
Microsoft to establish a multi-vendor sovereign
compute framework. The first pilot should
provide unlimited research tokens to the top 20
IITs and the IISc. As hyperscaler inference
capacity comes online, India should open an API
sandbox for 500 startups, expand access to 100
universities, and launch an Al literacy pilot across
500 high schools in 10 States. The programme
should culminate in the publication of the
country’s first sovereign Indic Al model
benchmarks.

Thereafter India needs to scale the ecosystem
through cross subsidies as mentioned above and
deploy fine-tuned models into health care,
agriculture, judiciary and education. It must
follow this up with full deployment at 5,000 high
schools and all 22 languages. With this India’s
token consumption will enter the global top five.
In two years, India-trained models will become
competitive on international benchmarks and
10,000+ Al-native startups will bloom, rocketing
GDP growth.

In sum, India’s Al leapfrog is a sine qua non for
national transformation. India needs to replicate
its DPI (digital public infrastructure) miracles in
the age of Al by embracing open models,
diversifying compute hardware, and making
tokens as free as data. India has all the necessary
conditions — favourable policies, stable
macroeconomy, prodigious talent and technology
institutions — to become a global leader in Al
applications. The sufficient condition is India’s
decisive, visionary leadership. It will take three
moves. One decade. And a transformed (AI)
nation.

The views expressed are personal

Preparing India for China’s missile challenge

issiles are reshaping warfare, making
M conflicts faster, cheaper, and more

political. A limited volley of conventional
missiles can paralyse a country, disrupt critical
infrastructure, and complicate decision-making.
With China having deployed more than 200
conventional missile launchers opposite India,
the key question is how this missile superiority
could shape a future conflict.

China’s arsenal

While India views conventional missiles primarily
as deterrents, China sees them as instruments of
both political coercion and war-fighting. The
threat of missile strikes alone may achieve
strategic objectives without triggering a full-scale
war. A barrage targeting critical infrastructure
deep inside India could force New Delhi to fight
on two fronts: a border conflict and a missile
campaign against its hinterland.

The two missile bases located at Korla and
Kunming can fire a range of conventional missiles
(DF-15B, DF-16, DF-21C and DF-26). DF-15B, DF-16
and DF-21C are most suited to hit military targets
along the borders; whereas the DF-26 can hit
high-value targets in depth. Further, their
hypersonic missiles (DF-100 and CJ-1000) can hit
deeper, with no launch warning. This becomes a
major vulnerability, as India has no reliable
defence against it.

Consequently, China’s inventory reduces the
salience of the Himalayas to provide strategic
depth. The DF-26, being dual-role, raises the risk
of escalation. While China shoots down from the
Tibetan Plateau, India has to shoot over the
Himalayas. This impacts missile detection
timings. Moreover, India’s missile inventory is still
evolving, with limitations in both range and
diversity. Its long-range systems — including Agni,
the Long-Range Land Attack Cruise Missile
(LR-LACM) — Nirbhay, and BrahMos — and their
variants are yet to be fully integrated. India also
lacks robust real-time targeting capabilities, has
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force before
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advantage
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finite missile stockpiles, and is still developing its
hypersonic technology. Importantly, its rocket
force remains a conceptual construct, with
significant policy and organisational issues yet to
be resolved.

Without a rocket force, India would have little
choice but to absorb a Chinese missile strike. On
the contrary, if India has one, both get hurt to
varying degrees. That is when the missile math
kicks in - in terms of mutual vulnerability. If
China launches 100 missiles, India must be able
to inflict significant damage — not necessarily
through equal numbers, but through comparable
effects. India should therefore aim to build a
credible conventional missile inventory;
otherwise, it risks being forced into a stalemate
even before the border war begins.

Ideally, India’s rocket force should deliver
three effects. First, it should be able to hold the
PLA’s Western Theatre Command (WTC) at risk
by having the threat to target deep inside Tibet
and Xinjiang. Second, it should be capable of
degrading the PLA’s road and rail infrastructure,
airbases, and logistics installations along the
border. Third, it must enable field commanders
to strike PLA camps, gun positions, and
ammunition dumps in the tactical battle area. In
essence, India needs a rocket force capable of
engaging strategic, operational, and tactical
military and economic targets from a single
command authority.

Three aspects are important. First, at the
doctrinal level, India must adopt counter-value
strikes as part of its conventional missile strategy.
This would require rethinking the scope and scale
of its counter-force doctrine and developing a
unified target list. Service- or agency-specific
target lists have little place in time-sensitive
missile warfare. The rocket force must also have
the authority to execute pre-designated
precautionary strikes in the opening hours of a
conflict. Without pre-delegated launch authority,
India would risk defeat at the outset.

Second, at the structural level, whatever
blueprint is adopted for the rocket force, it must
be placed under the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).
Keeping it service-specific would undermine
operational effectiveness. India must also expand
its medium- and intermediate-range ballistic
missile (MRBM/IRBM) inventory, including Agni
variants, to hold targets such as Korla and
Kunming at reciprocal risk. This would raise the
costs of any Chinese use of the DF-26.
Fast-tracking the development of hypersonic
missiles is vital, especially since the DF-100 is
already part of the PLA Rocket Force’s order of
battle (ORBAT).

Third, at the technological level, India’s missile
industry faces significant challenges. Private
sector participation must expand to complement
the efforts of the DRDO. Major missile
programmes have suffered from cost overruns
and delays, while critical gaps in advanced air
propulsion systems, semiconductors, and
high-grade materials continue to hamper
self-reliance. Dependence on foreign suppliers for
high-end components remains a strategic
vulnerability. Greater investment in R&D and
end-to-end private-sector manufacturing will be
essential.

Interim steps

Since a rocket force will take time to become
operational, India must adopt interim measures.
First, disperse IAF assets and harden airbases to
reduce vulnerability and force an adversary to
expend more missiles. Second, optimise
air-defence deployment to compel the PLA
Rocket Force to target the air-defences rather
than critical infrastructure. Third, strengthen
long-range conventional strike capabilities to hold
targets in Tibet and Xinjiang at risk, creating
reciprocal vulnerability. Finally, expand satellite
surveillance to detect mobile launchers,
particularly DF-26 systems, improving the
chances of early neutralisation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ayodhya row accountability for the
There is a glaring contrast
between the government’s
policies in monitoring
foreign funds flow to NGOs
and the management of
huge funds for the Ram
temple in Ayodhya at home.
There are hardly any
safeguards and

Matthew Adukanil,
Chennai

enormous funds given by
the public for the Ram
temple. The genuineness of
the ruling party’s avowed
love for Hinduism comes
under a cloud when such
scams are taking place.

K. Bhagyaraj

The passing of filmmaker K.
Bhagyaraj marks the end of
a remarkable chapter in
Indian cinema. Yet, even so,
he has left behind a legacy
that transcends his artistic
achievements. His decision
to donate his eyes stands as
a profound testament to

altruism, compassion, and
an unwavering commitment
to the welfare of others.

Nagarajamani M.V.,
Hyderabad

Bhagyaraj had the rare
ability to transform
everyday situations into
memorable cinematic

experiences. The title
“Screenplay King” is a
fitting tribute to a man who
had the power to create
unforgettable moments.
A.P. Thiruvadi,

Chennai

We have lost an
extraordinary talent who

popularised Tamil cinema
through diverse themes.
Cinema has lost two
stalwarts (Bharathiraja),
marking the end of an era.

M. Pradyu,
Thalikkavu, Kannur, Kerala
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Why artificial wisdom is the biggest Al risk

he debate surrounding
Artificial Intelligence
(Al) often revolves
around a deceptively
simple question: is Al enhancing
humanity or destroying it? Like
every major technological
revolution before it, Al is
generating both optimism and
profound anxiety. There is little
doubt that, if deployed
responsibly, Al can dramatically
enhance productivity across every
domain of human activity.

Yet these opportunities come
with substantial risks. Many
commentators have painted
doomsday scenarios ranging from
mass unemployment to existential
threats. However, not all Al risks
are equally dangerous. To navigate
the Al age effectively, one must
distinguish between risks
according to both their impact and
the difficulty of mitigating them.

Need to reduce risk
Three risks deserve particular
attention. The most widely
discussed is the large-scale
disruption of cognitive labour. For
the first time, machines are not
merely replacing physical tasks
but appear capable of performing
intellectual work once thought to
be uniquely human. History,
however, cautions against
predictions of mass
unemployment; technological
progress has rarely eliminated
entire professions. Instead, it has
automated specific tasks while
creating new forms of
employment and productivity.
The steam engine did not destroy
labour; it created new industries.
Technology redistributed labour
rather than rendering humanity
obsolete. Al will likely follow a
similar trajectory. Some
occupations will shrink, others
will expand, and entirely new
professions will emerge. The
transition will be painful and
require substantial investment in
reskilling, but humanity has
navigated such transformations
before and can do so again.

The second risk lies in the
political and economic
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Al enthusiasts
often position Al
as a substitute
for human
cognition. In
doing so, society
is gradually
internalising a
dangerous
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that Al
generates
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consequences of an
unprecedented concentration of
power. The economics of Al are
inherently capital-intensive.
Developing frontier models
requires enormous investments in
computing infrastructure, energy,
specialised talent and proprietary
data. Only a handful of companies
— and an even smaller number of
countries — possess the necessary
resources to compete in this
high-risk, high-return race. As a
result, ownership and control of
Al capabilities are becoming
highly concentrated. History
teaches that concentration of
strategic resources rarely
produces stable outcomes.
Whether the resource was gold or
oil, concentrated ownership has
often translated into geopolitical
leverage and, at times, coercive
behaviour. Al risks becoming
another strategic chokepoint.
Fortunately, the world has
experience managing such
challenges through legal
institutions, international treaties
and negotiated frameworks.

The third risk is unique to Al
and potentially the most pervasive
because it is the least understood:
the curse of “artificial wisdom.” AI
enthusiasts often position Al as a
substitute for human cognition. In
doing so, society is gradually
internalising a dangerous
misconception that Al generates
knowledge. It does not. At its core,
an Al system is trained on vast
amounts of data to learn patterns
and statistical relationships. It uses
sophisticated algorithms to predict
the most probable next step in a
sequence. By repeatedly making
these predictions, it can generate
human-like text, summarise
information and perform many
language-based tasks. The
distinction is fundamental.
Knowledge is not the same as
information. Knowledge requires
context, judgment, experience
and an understanding of
consequences. Only a human
mind with domain expertise can
evaluate whether an Al-generated
output is useful and appropriate
for the problem at hand.

The issue becomes even more
serious when Al generates
synthetic information that is more
persuasive, accessible or
appealing than genuine
information. In such
circumstances, individuals and
institutions may struggle to
distinguish fact from fabrication,
creating fertile ground for
manipulation, misinformation and
other unethical uses.

The challenge extends far
beyond individual users.
Organisations are increasingly
conducting research, coding, legal
drafting, and financial analysis
using Al This creates an
unprecedented form of systemic
risk: decisions increasingly
influenced by intelligence that
nobody is qualified to verify.
Ironically, the age of Al might
make genuine expertise more
valuable than ever; the rarest skill
will be the ability to determine
whether machine-generated
answers are actually correct.

The need for regulation

If a pharmaceutical product
causes harm, manufacturers can
be held accountable. However,
unlike traditional products, Al
systems have largely operated
without clear liability. The world,
therefore, requires a new
governance architecture for the
responsible deployment of Al
Encouragingly, society is already
beginning to redraw the
boundaries of accountability for
digital platforms. For example,
Meta Platforms has faced lawsuits
alleging that aspects of its platform
design contributed to harm
among young users.

The world needs both technical
and institutional safeguards,
backed by a global
non-proliferation agreement on
disruptive Al, that allow humans
to limit or shut down systems
operating outside their intended
boundaries. Humanity has
avoided nuclear catastrophe for
eight decades. The hope is that it
should be able to navigate Al too.
However, doing so will require
governing wisely than ever before.

A mysterious luncheon in Dachigam

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah intends to put to rest party intrigues

STATE OF PLAY

Peerzada Ashi

he surprise Dachigam
T alfresco lunch organ-

ised by Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah for his legislators on
June 3 was dissected more for
the venue and the selfies.
Rules such as no Internet and
self-service for the legislators
during the luncheon turned
the Dachigam National Park
meeting into an enigma. The
fact remains that it was a rare
bid by the 20-month-old Chief
Minister to address the grow-
ing anxiety within the party
over a slew of brewing issues.

This year, Mr. Abdullah
completed more than one-
and-a-half-years of ruling J&K
as a Union Territory (UT),
which now has an enervated
power sharing system in a re-
gion that once enjoyed the
highest degree of autonomy.
There are two-fold issues still
at hand for Mr. Abdullah: one,
establishing the writ of the
elected government over bu-
reaucracy and, two, imple-
menting a governance model
through above-par perfor-
mance of Ministers. A fair as-
sessment suggests that Mr. Ab-
dullah has failed to deliver on
these two counts.

The Omar Abdullah govern-
ment has failed to finalise and
ensure the ‘Transaction of Bu-
siness’ rules, essential to de-
termine the domains of the
Chief Minister, the Council of
Ministers (CoM) and the Lieu-
tenant Governor (L-G). The se-
ven-year-old UT is yet to deter-
mine the powers of the CM,
the CoM and the L-G. This
fluid situation has further
hamstrung the elected Chief
Minister. If the UT model takes
away the CM’s say in security
matters, the lack of Transac-
tion of Business rules makes

Jammu
and
Kashmir

him unable to control bureau-
crats. Currently, J&K has L-G-
walla bureaucrats, a term
used for pro-L-G officials, and
CM-walla bureaucrats, but no
J&K-walla officers to address
the governance issues of the
people, who turned up in re-
cord numbers outside the
polling booths in the 2024 As-
sembly elections.

Mr. Abdullah blames the
Centre for the delay in appro-
val of the business rules. But
there has been no visible prot-
est over the lack of it either.
This has allowed a drift in offi-
cial loyalty in other directions.

‘Internal matters’

Mr. Abdullah also faces palace
intrigues. There is a growing
desire among a large section
of National Conference (NC)
legislators to see a Cabinet ex-
pansion. In a 90-member UT,
a Chief Minister can have a Ca-
binet size of 10% of the total
strength of the Assembly. Mr.
Abdullah has filled six ministe-
rial berths and reserved three
for its ally, the Congress. Ho-
wever, the Congress has taken
the position “not to join the
government till Statehood is
restored”. NC legislators from
Srinagar, who are around
eight in number, are openly
talking about the need to have
a Minister from the summer
capital of J&K. At present, the
Omar Abdullah Cabinet gives
fair representation to the Jam-
mu division by having a depu-
ty Chief Minister, who is not
from the NC, and two Minis-
ters from the region. However,
several NC legislators argue

that the party won around 36
assembly segments from the
Kashmir division and remains
poorly represented in the Ca-
binet. While Cabinet Minister
Sakina Itoo represents south
Kashmir, Javed Dar is a voice
from north Kashmir.

Mr. Abdullah has always
brushed aside media ques-
tions on Cabinet expansion as
an “internal matter of the par-
ty”. However, the fact remains
that it is a question of repre-
sentation and a matter of con-
cern for his voters, even legis-
lators. In Srinagar, NC voters
yearn for interfaces with the
government to raise their grie-
vances, and get them ad-
dressed. Besides, most posts
of the government boards re-
main unfilled, with the party
being indecisive if legislators
could be made heads or not.
These headless boards have
failed to work in sync with the
government’s vision.

In 2009, when Mr. Abdul-
lah became Chief Minister for
the first time, he had 10 Cabi-
net Ministers and 14 junior Mi-
nisters. Currently, there are
Ministers with around a dozen
portfolios, impacting the func-
tioning of these departments.
More Ministers in the Civil Se-
cretariat in Srinagar will bring
more bureaucrats under the
government to deliver policies
in an efficient manner.

It was always a crown of
thorns to be a Chief Minister of
a UT. In fact, Mr. Abdullah,
ahead of the 2024 election,
had predicted the functioning
of the UT government: “I can’t
see myself in a position where
I have to ask the L-G to pick
my peon, sitting and waiting
outside for him to sign the
file”. For Mr. Abdullah, the on-
ly option is to put up a fight
and ensure that on the gover-
nance front he does not draw
flak from his voters.

peerzada.ashiq@thehindu.co.in

Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety

Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories tended to have low or moderate scores on the Food Safety Index

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

wo suspected events of
T food poisoning reported

this month, one at a priv-
ate school in Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, and another at a popular
eatery in Bhiwandi in Maharash-
tra, which affected over 200 peo-
ple have once again highlighted
the need for strengthening the im-
plementation of the Food Safety
and Standards (FSS) Act.

As per the latest Accidental
Deaths and Suicides in India re-
port, a total of 1,122 people died
due to food poisoning in India in
2024 (Chart 1).

Such avoidable deaths should
be seen in the context of lapses in
the implementation of the Act, as
revealed by the government’s own
State Food Safety Index released
last for 2023-24. The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) measures this index for all
States and Union Territories based
on five key parameters: human re-
sources and institutional data,
compliance, food testing infras-
tructure and surveillance, training
and capacity building, and con-
sumer empowerment.

While a strong correlation could
not be established, the index
showed that States that saw high
numbers of food poisoning cases
also tended to have low or moder-
ate scores on the index (Chart 2).

Nearly three-fourths of all States
and Union Territories scored less
than 50 out of the highest-possible
score of 100. Jharkhand, where ov-
er 130 persons died of food poison-
ing in 2024, scored 26.5. Uttar Pra-
desh, which reported over 200
casualties in 2024, scored 44.25.

The FSS Act mandates periodic
inspections and analysis of food
samples from all registered Food
Business Operators (FBOs). An
amendment to the Act notified this
month has made the frequency of
the inspections to be based on a
dynamic risk-based assessment of
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all FBOs, depending on the type of
establishment, their past records
and other such factors. While the
amended provisions are yet to be
implemented, FSSAI data for the
year 2024-25 showed that inspec-
tions conducted and food samples
analysed by various States were
much lower when compared with
the number of registered FBOs
(Chart 3). For instance, only
20,877 samples were lifted in Mah-
arashtra which has over 1.8 lakh
registered or active FBO licences,
as per the data available with the
Food Safety Compliance System.

With the effective implementa-
tion of the regulations largely de-
pendent on authorities working at
the central and State levels, data
showed that while the FSSAI is res-
ponsible for ensuring overall coor-
dination, it is the State Food Safety
Authorities who are primarily res-
ponsible for enforcement at the
field level. However, these insti-
tutes suffer from vacancies.

The FSSAI, which has a sanc-
tioned strength of 822 officers, saw
vacancies increase from about
30% to almost 40% in the last five
years. Further, data submitted in
response to a question in the Rajya
Sabha in March this year showed
that only 2,997 of the sanctioned
positions of 4,208 Food Safety Of-
ficers (FSO) across all States and
UTs have been filled as of the third
quarter of FY 2025-26.

The World Health Organiza-
tion’s Foodborne Disease Esti-
mates (2026) estimated that unsafe
food causes around 866 million ill-
nesses and 1.5 million deaths an-
nually. It also stated that 57.1 mil-
lion days of Disability-Adjusted
Life Years (DALYS) were lost in 2021
from foodborne diseases, and 30%
of this burden was borne by chil-
dren under 5 years.

Though the total foodborne dis-
ease burden has declined since
2000, a country-wise analysis of
the rate of years of life lost due to
foodborne diseases showed that
India ranked 15th, along with sev-
eral low-income African nations
(Chart 4).

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 30, 1976

Slipping safety standards

The data for charts were sourced from Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Accidental Deaths and Suicides in
India and the World Health Organization

CHART 1: More than a thousand cases and deaths due to

food poisoning were reported in 2024

Old bullock cart is still
the best

Bangalore, June 29: The rugged bullock-cart
evolved by nameless village artisans over the

Visakhapatnam
in February 2026
in the wake of a
milk adulteration

centuries has come out successful and stood the

Quality check: test of modern science and technology.

Food safety Studies conducted by scientists connected
officials conducting with the cell for the Application of Science and
;”;F:ﬁfgggtsr: ?n Technology to Rural Areas (ASTRA) have shown

that the traditional bullock-cart with its big

iron-rimmed wheels is the best mode of

transport for the rural roads of the country.
This was stated here to-day by Dr. M. R.

incident in Raghavan at the one-day seminar on “ASTRA
Rajahmundry. projects at the Institute” held at the Indian
V. RAJU Institute of Science. Dr. Raghavan who spoke on

the topic “bullock-cart a force analysis”, said:

CHART 2: States that saw a high number of food poisoning cases
tended to have low or moderate scores on Food Safety Index

“The traditional bullock-cart is a very good
compromise for the rural roads. For unprepared
terrain it is difficult to change the design. This is

W Deaths [ Cases 200 UP. @ gOfisha what our analyses have revealed.” However, Dr.
Raghavan said the bullock-cart was unsuitable
® VP for urban areas. The use of carts with such
1000 ~ 150 wheels damaged the urban roads. He was of the
% ® Jharkhand opinion that there was need for modifications in
S 100 4 the design of bullock-carts used in urban areas.
5 © Maharashtra
500 A g |
50 4 Blfgr Haryana W.B.
At 'i Kam.ataka ° T. N Kera.la A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 30, 1926
[ ] )
o O et "% —— | Severe criticism of Mlle.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Food Safety Index score

CHART 3: Samples collected for testing in 2024-25 compared with the total registered food business operators in select States
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Lenglen’s conduct

Of all the sensations — there have been several —
in connection with the championships at
Wimbledon, the failure of Mlle. Lenglen to play
on June 23 was perhaps the greatest, says “The
Daily Mail” under the splash heading “Is Lenglen
above rules?” according to the London
correspondent of the “The Statesman”.

The newspaper says that the rules should
apply equally to every competitor. Players
should adhere to the time table or pay the

CHART 4: “Foodborne years of lives lost” per 1,00,000 persons. India is ranked 15th, along with many African countries
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penalty. Mlle. Suzanne Lenglen received
preferential treatment, and the man in the street
wants to know why.

Mr. Murah, the President of the Australian
Lawn Tennis Association, in a letter to the press,
says everyone is glad that the American girls
defeated Mlle. Lenglen and Mlle. Vlaste.

Mlle. Lenglen’s behaviour was utterly

Cameroon
|

Madagascar QSFD
&

India |esotho

inexcusable, but it was no more
incomprehensible than that of the Committee
controlling the tournament.

Benin
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Outlay of clean Number of civilians BLOs conducting Japanese entities on People in Europe
technology scheme in Afghanistan killed special intensive which China imposed facing temperatures
for steel sector by Pakistan airstrikes  revision in Delhi export controls above 35°C
in  crore. Overnight airstrikes by The China imposed new export in million. At least 130
5 000 The Centre is 36 Pakistani forces have killed at 13 00 special 40 controls Monday on 40 130 million people in Europe,
’ planning to least 36 civilians and injured ’ intensive Japanese entities it says are mainly located in the
)

introduce a scheme to promote the
adoption of clean technologies in
steelmaking processes. The scheme named
National Strategy for Sustainable
Secondary Steel is expected to be
launched in the next three months. e

more than 160 others, Afghan officials said
on Monday. Hundreds of people have been
killed in cross-border fighting since
February, when Afghanistan launched
retaliatory strikes after Pakistan carried out
airstrikes inside Afghan territory. e

revision (SIR) of Delhi’s electoral rolls will
begin on Tuesday, with over 13,000
booth-level officers (BLOs) undertaking a
door-to-door verification exercise, Delhi
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) Ashok Kumar
said on Monday. 1

contributing to the country’s
“remilitarisation,” as tensions with Tokyo
continue to rise. Twenty entities have been
placed on a control list, which prohibits
Chinese and foreign exporters from selling
to them dual-use items made in China. pm

central and eastern parts of the continent,
are set for temperatures exceeding 35 °C
on Monday, according to AFP calculations.
This is down from more than 191 million

on Sunday. pri
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On the delay in India-U.S. trade deal

India and the US. announced in February 2025 that they would work towards a Bilateral Trade Agreement, but differences over agriculture and Russian oil, along

with legal battles in Washington and investigations initiated by the Trump administration, have clouded its prospects

economies, including India, was to see THE GIST
EXPLAINER whether these economies were using
excess manufacturing capacity to export
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan to the U.S. in a manner that was hurting v

The story so far:
ndia and the U.S. in February 2025
announced that they would work
towards a comprehensive Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) that was to
be finalised by fall 2025. Then, in
February 2026, they signed a framework
agreement for an interim trade deal that
was to be implemented by April-May
2026. Neither deal has come to pass.

Why was the BTA delayed?

Soon after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and U.S. President Donald Trump
announced their intentions to complete a
BTA in February 2025, it became clear
that a comprehensive deal would be
elusive. The talk among government
officials was about finalising at least the
first tranche of the deal by fall 2025
(September-November 2025).

Talks intensified post April 2025, after
Mr. Trump first announced his ‘Liberation
Day’ reciprocal tariffs and then paused
them for 90 days so he could negotiate
deals with U.S. trade partners. However,
despite several meetings, India and the
U.S. could not finalise the first tranche,
with key sticking points being India’s
reluctance to open up its agricultural and
dairy sectors, and its decision to buy oil
from Russia.

In two successive announcements in
late July and early August, Mr. Trump
raised tariffs on imports from India to
25% and then to 50%, with the latter hike
being a penalty for India’s Russian oil
imports. This decision froze negotiations
for a few months before matters thawed
once again and talks resumed in October.

What is the interim deal?
Once talks resumed, Mr. Modi and Mr.
Trump in February 2026 signed a

framework for an interim agreement on
trade. This was not a trade deal itself, but
the framework along which one could be
worked out. At the time, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal expressed his
confidence that the deal would be
completed by April, or at the latest by
early May 2026.

Under the framework, the U.S. was to
reduce total tariffs on Indian imports to
18%, providing it a competitive advantage
over its competitors. Both sides also
committed to providing each other
preferential market access in “sectors of
respective interest”.

Why has this deal been delayed?
Soon after the framework was
announced, the U.S. Supreme Court
invalidated the reciprocal tariff system
itself, saying the law it was based on — the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA) of the U.S. — did not
allow for such tariffs. That removed a
major foundation on which the deal
negotiations had taken place.

GETTY IMAGES

Since then, the U.S. has taken several
decisions that have further added to the
tariff uncertainty.

Right after the Supreme Court’s
decision, Mr. Trump announced that he
would be imposing a flat 10% tariff on
imports from all countries under the
Trade Act of 1974, which he said
authorised him to take action to address
the U.S.’s ballooning trade deficit. This
tariff was temporary, supposed to last 150
days up to July 24. Mr. Trump said he
would raise it to 15%, but never did.

The U.S. Court of International Trade
deemed these illegal as well, but an
appeals court put a stay on that order.

What fresh investigations have added
more uncertainty?
In March, the office of the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) said it had initiated
two investigations under Section 301 of
the Trade Act into several of its trade
partners that could potentially see further
tariffs being imposed on them.

The first investigation against 16

American businesses.

The second one, against 60 countries
including India, was to look into whether
these countries had taken “sufficient
steps” to prohibit the import of goods
produced with forced labour and how the
“failure to eradicate” these practices
impacts U.S. workers and businesses.

Under the forced labour investigation,
the U.S. government in early June
proposed to levy a tariff of 12.5% on
imports from 54 countries, including
India, as they have “failed to impose and
effectively enforce” prohibitions on the
import of goods produced using forced
labour. To be sure, this does not mean the
U.S. is saying that India uses forced
labour, but that it has not stopped the
import of goods that have been
manufactured using forced labour.

India has made its representations to
the U.S. on this matter and the final
hearing is on July 7. The findings of the
excess capacity investigations are
expected in mid-July.

What is India’s stance on the deal?
As repeatedly expressed by Mr. Goyal,
India remains committed to finalising a
trade deal with the U.S. but is firm about
the fact that it should receive a
comparative advantage over its
competitors as was agreed in February.
For this, the Section 301 investigations
will have to be completed and the tariffs
decided on various countries.

In the meantime, the two sides
continue to negotiate on the other
non-tariff aspects of the deal, such as
enhanced market access, digital trade,
supply chain resilience, reduction of
non-tariff barriers, and expanded
cooperation in strategic sectors. The latest
visit by USTR Jamieson Greer to India on
June 23-24 did not yield any deadlines.

India and the U.S. missed both
the planned 2025 Bilateral
Trade Agreement and the 2026
interim deal after
disagreements over
agriculture, dairy and Russian
oil imports, followed by shifting
U.S. tariff policies and legal
challenges that disrupted
negotiations.

v

New U.S. Section 301
investigations into excess
manufacturing capacity and
forced-labour-related imports
have delayed tariff decisions,
while both sides continue
negotiating non-tariff issues,
with India insisting on a
comparative tariff advantage
before finalising the deal.

H cybercrime helpline (1930) within five THE GIST
as RBI changed the rules for et
noting that scams above 350,000 don’t
seem to be covered in this framework at v

scam compensation?

Who can claim compensation, how much can they receive, and what are the eligibility conditions?

all.

What changed between the draft and
final rules?

From the March draft, banks have been
given more time to implement this new
system; the draft rules had a July 1
effective date. This is now January 1, 2027.

RBI’s revised rules expand
customer protection by
allowing compensation for
certain fraud caused by
coercion or stolen credentials,
not just unauthorised
transactions.

v

Aroon Deep one-time passcodes (OTPs) are increased to five calendar days from three | Complaint settlement timelines are also
“fraudulently” stolen from them. Most working days. As in the 2017 rules, if any now increased to 45-60 days, with the Eligible customers can claim
The story so far: financial fraud currently relies on “social amount is deducted after a customer latter applying for international up to 25,000 for losses of up

he Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

on Wednesday issued fresh

rules to protect customers from

scam transactions where they
lose money to fraudsters and
cyberattacks. These directions amend the
RBI’s 2017 circular on “Limiting Liability
of Customers in Unauthorised Electronic
Banking Transactions”. That previous
framework only left banks liable to
compensate scammed customers if
transactions were not even authorised by
customers, such as in a successful hacking
incident. These rules are only a pilot for
now, but may be extended in the future.
They are effective from January 1, 2027,
and last for the year.

What has the RBI changed?
In Wednesday’s amendments, a draft
version of which was released for public
comment in March, customers can get
reimbursed when they fall prey to certain
scams, like digital arrests (where they are
“coerced” into paying money), or when
CM
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engineering” attacks, which require
hoodwinking customers in one way or
another; since banks’ core cybersecurity
infrastructure is heavily regulated and
subject to RBI audits, “zero click” hacks
are vanishingly rare.

The new key concept is “fraudulent
electronic banking transactions (EBTs)”.
RBI defines these as transactions which
are “executed by a third-party using the
credentials obtained from the customer
through fraudulent means or executed by
the customer by granting approval under
coercion or duress from the third-party”
or “an EBT which is not authorised by a
customer and inter alia includes an EBT
occurring on account of negligence by a
bank and/or a third-party breach.”

This means that customers who ignore
fraud signal warnings, such as those on a
UPI PIN screen that a given transaction
could be a scam, would not be eligible for
any compensation. In cases of a
third-party hack, the timeline for a
customer to report the loss has been

reports fraud, the customer bears no
liability and is entitled to a reversal of the
transaction.

Banks can waive customers’ liability
even if a transaction is negligent, but this
is subject to their own discretion. If a user
does not have their latest phone number
or email address registered with the bank,
this counts as negligence, as the bank
would not send fraud alerts to the right
contact.

How much compensation can
customers receive?
For losses up to ¥50,000, individual
victims can claim 85% of the amount as
compensation, only once in their lifetime,
up to ¥25,000. (This means that for any
amount from 29,412 till ¥50,000,
customers will receive a flat ¥25,000
compensation.) Roughly three-fourths of
the amount will be paid by RBI itself,
while the customer and beneficiary banks
will pay half the remaining amount.

A customer must report to the

transactions.

Dvara Research, a non-profit financial
inclusion think tank, had suggested that
the vulnerability of customers be taken
into account. “Research suggests that
Indians encounter fraud attempts
multiple times a week, that these
attempts are growing more sophisticated,
and therefore, it is not unlikely that
customers may fall for them more than
once,” the body wrote.

“Vulnerable customers may not be
expected to meet high standards of
attentiveness or defend themselves
against frauds that are sophisticated even
for the more evolved customers ... Under
the Indian Contract Act, contracts
executed under information asymmetry,
external influence, or fraudulent pretext
are voidable... Bundling such different
transactions under the common
definition of ‘authorised transaction’
diminishes their fundamental difference
and may even reduce the significance of a
liability framework.”

to 350,000 if they report the
fraud within five days; the pilot
framework takes effect from
January 1, 2027.
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What India’s 12 ‘operationally deployed’
nuclear warheads really mean

SIPRIs latest assessment shows the maturation of India’s second-strike capability rather than a shift away from its long-standing ‘no first use’ doctrine;

the development comes amid a broader global trend of nuclear modernisation and weakening arms-control frameworks

Shrawani Shagun

he Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) released its annual
yearbook in June. For the first
time, it classified 12 of India’s estimated
stockpile of 190 nuclear warheads to be
operationally deployed, i.e., positioned
with active military forces mated with
delivery systems and ready for use.

This sounds alarming — but the alarm
itself may not be warranted. The reason is
that India has neither crossed a strategic
threshold nor has it abandoned its
decades-old ‘no first use’ policy.

India’s promise

India’s ‘no first use’ (NFU) policy is a pillar
of its nuclear doctrine and its credible
minimum deterrence posture. At the UN
High-Level Meeting commemorating the
International Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in
September 2025, India’s representative
Sibi George reaffirmed India’s
commitment to NFU and to the non-use
of nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear-weapon states.

The political foundations of the
doctrine are intact even as some analysts
within India have periodically called for a
conditional or hybrid first-use posture.
Those calls have not prevailed.

Under NFU, India commits to not
launching a pre-emptive nuclear strike.
What it needs is the absolute certainty
that even after absorbing a nuclear first
strike, enough of its nuclear arsenal will
survive to deliver a devastating retaliatory
blow. This survivability guarantee is what
strategists call a second-strike capability,
and without it, NFU is not a doctrine but a
liability. In other words, the doctrine
depends on a force that can survive and
retaliate.

The SIPRI report does not indicate a
shift towards first use, a lowering of the
threshold for nuclear employment or
indeed any revision of the political
controls that govern India’s nuclear
weapons. Instead, it documents the
maturing of India’s ability to credibly
deliver the second strike.

Stockpile v. Deployment
This distinction is significant. Possessing a
nuclear warhead and deploying it as part
of an operational deterrent is not the
same thing. For most of its nuclear
history, India has kept its warheads in a
de-mated state, meaning the warheads
were stored separately from their delivery
vehicles, in a central storage site and
under strict civilian and political
oversight. The idea was to maximise
safety, reduce the risk of accidental use,
and signal restraint to the international
community.

Deployment, on the other hand, means
a weapon has been paired with a delivery
system — a missile, aircraft, or submarine
— and positioned with operational
military forces in a state of readiness.
Again, this does not mean the weapons
are about to be used; it means they are
configured for use if authorised. A
de-mated weapon requires time to
prepare and deploy; a mated weapon can,
in principle, be launched more quickly.

What SIPRI has recorded when it
classified 12 Indian warheads as being
deployed is that a small — but no doubt

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute noticed India’s increasing reliance on canisterised Agni-series missiles. FILE PHOTO

significant — fraction of India’s arsenal
now is being maintained in a state of
operational readiness. And SIPRI has
linked this assessment to the maturation
of India’s nuclear triad, particularly its
sea-based deterrent, suggesting that a
small number of warheads may now be
deployed aboard a nuclear ballistic
missile submarine (which are also called
SSBN) conducting occasional deterrence
patrols.

India’s Arihant-class submarines have
steadily strengthened the survivability of
the country’s second-strike capability,
with additional platforms expected to
further consolidate this leg of the triad.
SIPRI also noticed India’s increasing
reliance on canisterised Agni-series
missiles. This means the missiles are kept
ready with fuel in a sealed cylinder, from
which they can be directly fired without
further preparations. Canisterisation thus
indicates a greater level of operational
readiness.

Overall, it seems India’s
long-envisioned deterrent posture is
becoming increasingly operational across
land and sea-based delivery systems — but
not that the country is on a war footing.

NFU architecture

Bearing in mind India’s pursuit of a
doctrine of credible minimum deterrence
centred on assured retaliation, the
maturation of its submarine-based
deterrent doesn’t depart from NFU but is
a means of strengthening it.

A doctrine that relies on retaliation
requires forces capable of surviving an
adversary’s first strike. Land-based
missiles, however capable, sit at known
and mappable locations. An adversary
confident in its intelligence could, in
theory, target them in a disarming first
strike before a retaliatory order is ever

issued. On the other hand, a stealth
submarine operating in the ocean can’t be
found, tracked or destroyed in time.

This is a fundamental difference — and
in fact, ballistic missile submarines
provide the most secure second-strike
capability available. As the scholar Vipin
Narang has written, states pursuing
assured retaliation postures must, above
all, solve the survivability problem, and
sea-basing is the most robust solution
available.

India has now done that. With three
operational SSBNs sufficient to keep at
least one submerged and on patrol at all
times, India has closed the central
vulnerability any NFU doctrine faces.

Manpreet Sethi, distinguished fellow at
the Centre for Aerospace Power and
Strategic Studies, New Delhi, said, “With
the operationalisation of tri-SSBNs, it is
not surprising that some of India’s nuclear
warheads now stand mated with delivery
platforms. This in no way implies a
doctrinal shift. Rather, it makes assured
retaliation more credible and, hence,
India more confident in its commitment

59

to ‘no first use’.

Wider warning

SIPRI’s documentation of India’s
deployment milestone lies within a
broader, more concerning global trend.
The organisation’s 2026 Yearbook
observed that states are “increasingly
relying on nuclear weapons as
instruments of national power”, signalling
areversal of decades of gradual progress
in disarmament.

As of January this year, the world’s nine
nuclear-armed states collectively
possessed an estimated 12,187 nuclear
warheads. China’s arsenal has grown to
approximately 620 and continues to
expand at a pace unmatched by any other

nuclear power. In this context, India’s
reported deployment of 12 operationally
assigned warheads is strategically
significant.

India’s nuclear choices must be
understood from within this evolving
security environment. SIPRI has noted
that India’s modernisation programme is
increasingly focused on developing
long-range delivery systems capable of
reaching targets throughout China —
while continuing to account for Pakistan.

With China’s arsenal now more than
three times the size of Pakistan’s
estimated stockpile, and Beijing
simultaneously expanding its sea-based
nuclear deterrent, India’s SSBN
programme appears directed as much
towards maintaining credible deterrence
against China as towards preserving
stability with Pakistan.

The world that the SIPRI report has
described is one in which the post-Cold
War nuclear order is under mounting
strain. Arms-control agreements have
weakened or collapsed while competition
in areas such as hypersonic delivery
systems, artificial intelligence-enabled
decision support, missile defence, and
anti-submarine warfare continues to
intensify.

The risk of miscalculation is
correspondingly increasing. India’s
evolving deterrent posture should
therefore be seen not as an isolated
development but as part of a wider
transformation in the global strategic
environment. Policymakers should treat
this as a warning that the institutions
designed to manage nuclear risk must
adapt quickly enough to keep pace with
the capabilities now being fielded.
(Shrawani Shagun is a researcher focusing
on environmental sustainability and space
governance)
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On June 30, 1905, Albert Einstein’s paper introduced the Special Theory of Relativity,
fundamentally reshaping our understanding of space, time, and motion

Prathmesh Kher

A
QUESTION 1

In which scientific journal was Einstein’s Special Relativity paper first

published?
A
QUESTION 2

What is the original German title of Einstein’s 1905 paper on Special

Relativity?
A
QUESTION 3

According to Special Relativity, which physical quantity remains invariant

for all inertial observers?
N
QUESTION 4

Which paradox describes a travelling twin returning younger than the twin

who remained on Earth?
A
QUESTION 5

Which of Einstein’s 1905 papers was published after his Special Relativity
paper and is often regarded as completing the “miracle year”?
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Visual Question:
This interferometer was used in which

RESERVE ARCHIVES

landmark 1887 experiment whose null result
challenged the existence of the luminiferous
ether and paved the way for Einstein’s
Special Theory of Relativity? CASE WESTERN

France and Argentina

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. A total
of 215 goals were scored across 72
matches. Apart from France, which
other teams netted 10 goals each?
Ans: Germany and The Netherlands | (1958 runner-up) and France
2. Three teams progressed with perfect | (1998 & 2018 champion and
records, of which one had no goals
conceded against it. Name the teams. | 6. Which stadium had the
Ans: Mexico (no goals conceded),

3. Which modern-day great became
the first to score in six editions and
who achieved the feat of scoring in
seven consecutive matches? Ans:
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi | stages? Ans: Canada’s Jonathan
4. Two teams registered three draws
and had a goal difference of zero. But
thanks to the qualification rules, one
made it to the next phase while the
other was eliminated. Ans: Cape
Verde and Iran, respectively regretted

5. Only one match in the
round-of-32 will see two teams
who have made the summit
clashes before with one of them
having tasted glory. Ans: Sweden

2022 runner-up)

distinction of hosting 80,824
spectators on two separate
occasions? Ans: Estadio Azteca /
Mexico City Stadium

Visual: He was one of three to
achieve what feat in the group

David who netted a treble
against Qatar

Question 6 in yesterday’s World Cup
quiz was not correct. The error is

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“So, did you drop your cousin off at the
station?”

“No. I walked him till the auto stand.”

“I walked him to the auto stand. You
don’t walk someone till the auto stand.
The word ‘till’ and ‘until’ are generally not
used in connection with distance.”

“What are they used with then?”

“You normally use ‘till’ and ‘until’ in
connection with time. My cousin and I
kept studying till 6:00 o’clock.”

“I'll stand here until the bus comes.”

“The baby finally fell asleep when we
reached Pune station. It continued to
sleep till we reached Mumbai.”

“In that sentence you are talking about
the amount of time the baby slept.”

“Exactly!”

“Tell me, when is ‘to’ used?”

“When the focus is on distance or a
particular destination. For example, the
children were told to run to the airport.
It’s wrong to say the children were asked
to run until the airport.”

“How about this example? As the bus
was late, we walked to school.”

“Sounds good.”

“Tell me, is there a difference between
“till’ and ‘until’?”

“Not really. They mean more or less
the same thing. In most cases, they can be
used interchangeably. ‘Until’ can be used
in both formal and informal contexts.
“Till’, on the other hand, is restricted to
informal ones.”

“I see. Someone told me that...”

“...the phone is ringing. Could you
answer it, please?”

“It’s Uma. She says that....”

«...tell the airhead that I will call her up
later.”

“She said that she would ring you up
this evening. Around 8:30. By the way,
Uma is definitely not an airhead.”

“Do you know what ‘airhead’ means?”

“I think I do. Isn’t an airhead someone
who is very stupid?”

“That’s right, an airhead is a stupid
person. Someone who has nothing but air
between his ears.”

“We have a lot of airheads in my class.”

“When I was in Hyderabad recently, I
saw several airheads make a U-turn on the
flyover near my....”

“....there are many airheads like that in
our city too.”

“By the way, the word ‘airbrain’ means
the same thing as ‘airhead’.”

“I see. Can I say, I saw some airbrain
jumping from one building to another.”

“I suppose you could.”

“Tell me, have you seen Uma’s father
recently? I....”

“...Iavoid him. He is not all there.”

“What do you mean that he’s not all
there? He’s always there in his office.”

“When you say that someone is not all
there, it means that you think that the
person is slightly crazy.”

“I suppose it’s an expression used in
informal contexts.”

“That’s right. When the interviewer
saw Ashok talking to himself, he figured
that he wasn’t all there.”

“When you meet Jugal the first time, he
gives the impression that he’s not all
there. Actually, it’s just an act he puts on.”

“I know. You cannot expect much help
from Lalit. He’s not all there.”

“What about you then? You never help
people. Does that mean that you are not
all there?”

“You know, now that I think about it, I
must be crazy. How else can one explain
having friends like you?”

Published in The Hindu on February 13,
2001

Word of the day

Pother:

an excited state of agitation

Synonyms: fuss, panic, bother

Usa g€ There is no need to pother over every
little detail.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pother

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /possy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Apple accuses India of

‘copy-pasting’ rivals in probe

Apple has accused the Competition Commission
of India of “copy-pasting” its rivals’ claims and
failing to properly conduct its own investigation
in concluding the U.S. tech giant breached
competition laws, calling for the findings to be
quashed, regulatory papers reviewed by Reuters
showed. The June 25 Apple submission, being
reported for the first time, marks the sharpest
escalation yet in Apple’s fight with the CCI, where
Tinder-owner Match and Indian start-ups are
among its opponents. In 2024, CCI investigators
privately issued a report saying Apple engaged in
“abusive conduct” on the apps platform of its i0OS
operating system, and wrongly mandated the use

of its payment system.

Centre eases metrology

rules for first-time violators

The Department of Consumer Affairs on Monday
said it has introduced an “Improvement Notice”
mechanism under the Legal Metrology Act,
2009, allowing businesses to rectify first-time
procedural non-compliances before facing penal
action. The change has been effected through the
Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act,
2026, as part of the government’s Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) agenda. A Legal Metrology
Officer detecting a specified first-time procedural
or regulatory lapse may issue an Improvement
Notice, identifying the deficiency and providing
reasonable time to correct it. pn

Tech Mahindra to deploy

Perplexity Al platform

Tech Mahindra on Monday said it will deploy Al
platform Perplexity across its sales and
customer-facing teams for better client
engagement. The integration of ‘Perplexity
Enterprise Pro’ aims to equip senior sales leaders
and customer partners with intelligent tools to
research customer priorities efficiently,
understand industry-specific challenges and
identify emerging business opportunities, the
company said. Equipping sales teams with
intelligent tools that support faster
decision-making and deeper customer
understanding will improve sales performance
while delivering more personalised and
meaningful experiences for customers, it said. e

Only electric two-wheelers to
ply on Delhi roads from 2028

Territorial government notifies new EV policy that mandates all two-wheelers to shift to EVs from

April 1, 2028; only electric three-wheelers and N1 trucks to be registered from January 1, 2027

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

otifying its new EV
N policy on Monday,

the Delhi govern-
ment said that it would fo-
cus entirely on electric
vehicles, and that no subsi-
dies would be provided for
hybrid vehicles. Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta announced that the Ca-
binet had approved the
policy at a ¥7,000 crore
budget with an overall in-
vestment of 15,000 crore,
including for development
of charging infrastructure,
purchase and scrapping
incentives.

The territorial govern-
ment has also put into
place deadlines for various
categories of vehicles to be
transitioned to EVs. From
January 1, 2027, only elec-
tric three wheelers and N1
trucks will be registered.
The deadline for two-
wheelers to shift to EV is
April 1, 2028. School buses
would also need to convert
at least 10% of their fleet to
EV within two years of not-
ification of the policy.

Calling the policy ‘trans-
formative and revolution-
ary’, the CM said that the
transition would be instru-
mental in combatting air
pollution in the city. Ms.
Gupta said that the new
policy was likely to come
into effect on July 1, 2026,
and would remain effective
till March 31, 2030.

The transport depart-
ment will be the nodal

No entry: Transport Secretary Niharika Rai claimed 46% of air
pollution was caused by by two- and three-wheelers. FILE PHOTO

agency for the implemen-
tation of the policy with
Delhi Transco Ltd. (DTL)
responsible for developing
charging infrastructure in
the city, including collabo-
rating with the power de-
partment and distribution
companies to provide pow-
er for the EV transition.

Transport Secretary Ni-
harika Rai said that 33% of
air pollution was caused by
commercial goods carrier
vehicles and 46% by two-
and three-wheelers. “The
policy focuses on these
vehicles specifically. We
are trying to convert the
entire fleet of these vehi-
cles into EV,” she said.

The government has al-
located a budget of 37,000
crore for implementation
of the policy with an addi-
tional ¥3,000 crore as pur-
chase and scrapping incen-
tives. About %1,000 crore
has been allocated for de-
velopment of charging in-
frastructure in the city. Be-
sides, citizens would also
be exempted from road tax

and registration fee would
be waived for all electric
vehicles (EVs). The govern-
ment was expected to lose
%3,000 crore worth of re-
venue from these benefits,
the officials said.

However, the officials
specified that the road tax
and registration fee ex-
emption would be applica-
ble for cars costing only up
to T30 lakh, at ex-show-
room price.

The official said that citi-
zens would get purchase
incentives of up to
%30,000 for two-wheelers:
¥30,000 in the first year of
notification of the policy,
320,000 in the second
year and 10,000 in the
third year. For three wheel-
ers, the incentives will be
350,000, 340,000 and
330,000 respectively, for
the first, second and third
years. Similarly, a subsidy
of up to 1 lakh would be
provided for N1 commer-
cial trucks in the first year
of the EV policy.

Scrapping incentives for

vehicles below BS-IV emis-
sion norms categories
would be around 10,000
for two-wheelers, 325,000
for three-wheelers and 1
lakh for four-wheelers.
Scrapping N1 trucks would
beget 350,000 as incentive
and Gramin Seva units
completing their lifecycle
in the coming years, would
also get 15,000 subsidy,
the officials said.

Moreover, electric N2
trucks, i.e., those carrying
loads from 3.5-12 tonnes,
would be exempted from
‘No Entry’ timings for the
next 10 years. However,
this is applicable only to
the first 1,000 N2 trucks
purchased within three
months of notification of
the policy.

The officials also said
that no subsidy would be
provided for hybrid vehi-
cles. A new dedicated EV
portal would keep track of
purchased and registered
vehicles for which consum-
ers would have to submit
their documents to avail
subsidies and incentives.

Consumers would be
able to apply for the subsi-
dies within 30 days of is-
suance of registration cer-
tificates. The subsidies
would be provided within
60 days through DBT.

The government also
plans to install 32,000
charging points infrastruc-
ture within the next four
years, funded by PM e-
Drive schemes as well as
the Delhi government
budget.

Union Cabinet okays
330,000 cr. additional
investment in NIIF for
new fund creation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet has ap-
proved an additional in-
vestment by the Govern-
ment of India of 330,000
crore in the National In-
vestment and Infrastruc-
ture Fund (NIIF) to be used
for its upcoming funds, the
government announced on
Monday.

The decision itself was
taken last week, it said.
This would take the go-
vernment’s total commit-
ment in NIIF to 360,000
crore. The NIIF is India’s
sovereign anchored fund,
in which the government
of India is a 49% sharehol-
der. It currently manages
capital commitments of
about 40,000 crore
across its funds and invest-
ment strategies, the go-

vernment said.
“We are grateful for this
allocation of 330,000

crore, which is a strong
reaffirmation of Govern-
ment support to NIIF and
reinforces the catalytic
capital model that has de-
fined NIIF since inception,”
Sanjiv Aggarwal, Managing
Director and CEO of NIIF
said.

New fund

According to a release by
NIIF, this additional alloca-
tion from the government
will help NIIF raise larger
funds, attract investors
across geographies, and
deepen its presence in key
sectors of the economy.

This additional
investment of 330,000
crore will be used to set
up NIIF’s second
infrastructure focussed
fund, the successor to its
first flagship fund with
this mandate

The government said that
this additional investment
of 330,000 crore will be
used to set up NIIF’s se-
cond infrastructure fo-
cussed fund, the successor
to its first flagship fund
with this mandate.

“NIIF Infrastructure
Fund ITis proposed to have
a target corpus of close to
%30,000 crore and is ex-
pected to undertake in-
vestments across transpor-
tation, energy, digital
infrastructure, and emerg-
ing areas such as urban in-
frastructure and e-mobili-

ty,” the  government
release said.
It added that the alloca-

tion will also support NI-
IF’s new fund strategies
and upcoming bilateral
and strategic funds.

“Over the past decade,
GoI’'s anchor commitment
has enabled us to build a
very strong institutional in-
vestor base, spanning lead-
ing sovereign wealth
funds, pension funds, mul-
tilateral and bilateral insti-
tutions, and domestic fi-
nancial institutions,” Mr.
Aggarwal added.

FPIs pour in a record 353,300 cr. to compensate for debt equity exit

Ashokamithran T
MUMBAI

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FII) poured a record
353,363 crore in all types
of debt securities to com-
pensate for a near equal
amount sold in equities in

June 2026. This led to a net
inflow of about 334 crore
in all instruments, accord-
ing to data from NSDL.
Debt security invest-
ments are classified into
General Limit, Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR) and
Fully Accessible Route

(FAR) — a large section of
which could be attributed
to government securities.
Inflows in the General
Limit and Fully Accessible
Route (FAR) came in at
328,196 and 21,788 crore
in June 2026. FAR bond in-
vestments were up five

times and General Limit in-
vestments increased from
an outflow of I100 crore
last month. The increase in
inflows comes weeks after
the Ministry of Finance ex-
empted government secur-
ities from long-term capital
gains and increased the te-

nors of bonds in the FAR
category in a bid to deepen
bond markets. The move
also comes at a time when
the overall foreign investor
behaviour leans towards
aversion to the Indian mar-
kets, largely due to sub-par
returns in equities owing

to higher valuations and a
depreciated rupee. Equity
outflow, however, conti-
nued for the fourth consec-
utive month to 351,456
crore in June 2026. In the
past six months put togeth-
er, equity outflows alone
were 2.76 lakh crore.

Al must not
compromise data
integrity: Mishra

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Even as India moves to-
wards Al-ready datasets,
such data can become an
asset to the country “only
when backed by robust
standards of quality, priva-
cy and transparency”, P. K.
Mishra, Principal Secretary
to the PM said on Monday.

Speaking at the 20th
Statistics Day, Mr. Mishra
said that while Artificial In-
telligence (AI) offers “trans-
formative opportunities”
for statistical analysis and
policymaking, its adoption
must be guided by strong
governance frameworks to
address bias, accountabili-
ty and explainability.

Datasets updated

Mr. Mishra acknowledged
after decades of excel-
lence, the statistical system
faced challenges relating to
outdated datasets, delays
in data dissemination, frag-
mented statistical architec-
ture and declining profes-
sional capacity.

“The concerns prompt-
ed a comprehensive re-
form exercise led by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion (MoSPI) through ex-
tensive consultations with
experts and stakeholders,”
Mr. Mishra said. “Based on
the deliberations, MoSPI
accepted 216 recommen-
dations for time-bound im-

CM
K

P. K. Mishra

plementation under an in-
stitutional oversight
mechanism.”

He highlighted the re-
forms had already led to
the introduction of new
and user demand-based
surveys, updating of ma-
croeconomic indicators,
improved data dissemina-
tion and significant pro-
cedural and process-
oriented reforms.

Since February, the go-
vernment had released up-
dated series of national ac-
counts, Index of Industrial
Production, = Consumer
Price Index and Wholesale
Price Index apart from in-
troducing Producer Price
Index and the Index of Ser-
vices Production.

On India’s adoption of
Al-ready datasets, he said:
“Administrative data can
become a powerful nation-
al asset only when backed
by robust standards of
quality, privacy and tran-
sparency.”

HDFC Bank
names
part-time
chairman

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The board of HDFC Bank
approved the appointment
of Former Finance Secre-
tary Rajiv Kumar as addi-
tional director (indepen-
dent director) for a period
of four years and also as
part time chairman for a
period of three years.

Mr. Kumar, 66, is a 1984-
batch IAS officer. He re-
tired as Finance Secretary
in 2020. Post retirement,
he briefly served as Chair-
man of Public Enterprises
Selection Board (PESB).

As Secretary, Depart-
ment of Financial Services
(2017-2020), he assumed
charge at a time when pu-
blic sector banks were
grappling with high levels
of unrecognised NPAs,
capital inadequacy, len-
ders frozen out of fresh
credit, rampant gold plat-
ing, diversion of equity
and debt and recirculation
to leverage fresh credit, go-
vernance challenges in-
cluding large consortia,
NBFCs struggling to fill mi-
cro credit gaps post demo-
netisation, Ponzi schemes
defrauding citizens, etc.

Mr. Kumar will replace
interim part-time chair-
man Keki Mistry who
stepped in on the sudden
resignation of part-time
chairman Atanu Chakra-
borty on account of ethical
concerns.

U.S. firm Signa forays into India,
to curb counterfeiters with Al

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

U.S.-based brand protec-
tion and investigations

firm Signa Techlaw Corp.
has entered the Indian
market, marking its first ex-
pansion into the Asia-Pacif-
ic region. Established in
2023 by Daniel Estrada and
Andrés Argoti, the compa-
ny combines artificial intel-
ligence with investigative
expertise to detect coun-
terfeit products, unauthor-
ized sellers, and illicit trade
networks across digital and
physical marketplaces.

Industry reports have
consistently identified Chi-
na, India, and Turkey as
some of the world’s largest
sources of counterfeit
goods, underlining the
scale of the global
challenge

Mr. Estrada, who has
served as a reserve police
lieutenant attached to
crime investigations and
Interpol, aims to position
Signa as a technology-dri-
ven platform supporting
international organizations
in tackling illicit trade orig-
inating from these regions.

“The problem is no lon-
ger limited to luxury goods
or fashion accessories.
Counterfeit  medicines,
cosmetics, food items, and
alcoholic beverages are in-
creasingly reaching con-
sumers, posing significant
risks to public health and
safety,” Daniel Estrada,

On a mission: Founder and Chief Executive Officer Daniel Estrada,
left, with co-founder Andrés Argoti. BY ARRANGEMENT

Founder and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Signa, said in
an interview.

“Today, the largest
counterfeit marketplace is
no longer a traditional
street market—it is online.
As consumers increasingly
shop digitally, counterfei-
ters have followed them,”
he emphasised.

India’s counterfeit trade
is rapidly shifting to digital
platforms, with e-com-
merce websites and social
media emerging as key dis-
tribution channels, he
added.

According to the ASPA-
CRISIL State of Counter-
feiting in India 2025 re-
port, online platforms ac-
count for 53% of
counterfeit purchases,

while nearly 89% of urban
Indian consumers have un-
knowingly or knowingly
purchased counterfeit pro-
ducts at least once.

Signa’s technology plat-

form collects intelligence
including seller identities,
payment information,
phone numbers, and loca-
tion data to assist investiga-
tions and enforcement
agencies.

The company is current-
ly working with more than
32 brands across 12 coun-
tries and has identified
counterfeit products worth
over $150 million globally,
and has supported enfor-
cement actions safeguard-
ing products valued at
more than $40 million, it
said.

With India’s digital eco-
nomy expanding rapidly
and online shopping be-
coming mainstream,
brand protection is expect-
ed to become an even grea-
ter priority for businesses.

Signa plans to initially
focus on sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, health-
care, cosmetics, food, and
beverages, where counter-

feit products can have se-
rious consequences for
consumer safety. Later, it
will foray into garments
and lifestyle segments.

The company is already
supporting global clients
including Procter & Gam-
ble, Roche, Diageo, and
several multinational phar-
maceutical and spirits
companies operating in
India.

It is also collaborating
with investigators, law
firms, and enforcement
authorities while streng-
thening its local presence.
Additionally, Signa is deve-
loping a WhatsApp-based
verification tool that will
enable consumers and
authorities to authenticate
products simply by sharing
a photograph.

The company’s infras-
tructure runs on AWS,
where it uses Amazon Dy-
namoDB as its primary op-
erational database and
event-driven  serverless
services to process mil-
lions of data points
efficiently.

“On the Al side, we lev-
erage OpenAI’s models to-
gether with our own pro-
prietary detection and
investigation pipelines to
identify counterfeit pro-
ducts, analyse evidence,
and automate complex en-
forcement workflows
across marketplaces, social
media, and the open web,”
co-founder Andrés Argoti
said.

Govt. plans
35,000 crore
scheme for
green tech

in steel sector

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government is plan-
ning to introduce a scheme
to promote the adoption of
clean technologies in steel-
making processes with an
outlay of 5,000 crore, ac-
cording to an official.

The move is aimed at re-
ducing carbon emissions
from the domestic steel in-
dustry. The scheme named
National Strategy for Sus-
tainable Secondary Steel is
expected to be launched in
the next three months, a
senior government official
told PTI.

“The scheme may go for
approval of the union cabi-
net,” another official in the
know of the development
said. The scheme will cov-
er all steelmakers in the
country. However, a major
share of the funds will be
earmarked for secondary
players. The National Stra-
tegy for Sustainable Secon-
dary Steel aims to promote
the adoption of clean tech-
nologies and alternative
materials across various
steelmaking processes to
reduce carbon emissions
from the domestic steel
industry.

The move assumes sig-
nificance as India is a signa-
tory to the Paris Agree-
ment and aims to become
a net-zero country.

AINX
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What's good
for the US
economy now
may not be
good for stocks

No rate hike?: The Federal Reserve Board building in
Washington, D.C., U.S. REUTERS

Reuters
NEW YORK

The U.S. economy and the U.S. stock market are
starting to go their own ways. An eventful June
featuring the launch of the record-busting SpaceX
IPO and Federal Reserve chief Kevin Warsh’s first
meeting has been full of contradictions. U.S.
economic data has been solid, led by continued
job gains and strong consumer spending, while
sentiment is ticking up. Yet the Nasdaq and S&P
500 are down for the month and the
once-unstoppable Magnificent Seven technology
stocks are off more than 10% by one measure.
Treasury bonds rallied,sending yields lower even
after inflation exceeded 4% last week for the first
time in three years.

Resilient spending

“The one thing that sticks out to me is that
through a period of higher energy prices,
consumers have remained resilient in their
spending in non-energy goods and services,”said
Guy LeBas, chief fixed income strategist at Janney
Montgomery Scott in Philadelphia. “So that kind
of combination strongly suggests a level of
economic stability, resilience and strength over
and above what we intuitively expected heading
into the year. And so that creates a little bit of
upside risk” for U.S. growth estimates.

Investors are at a crossroads as rising real,
inflation-adjusted interest rates ripple through
markets driven by the epic Al investment boom.
Warsh’s hawkish turn
has fuelled a surge in
bets that the central
bank will raise interest rates. Many analysts doubt
he will actually do so, as tightening financial
conditions already have sent gold and bitcoin
down sharply alongside Microsoft and Meta.
Meanwhile, Wall Street is selling new shares and
debt at a breakneck pace. This is partly to finance
further Al spending whose proponents deride
any bubble talk as blasphemy, yet it also reflects
resilient investor demand. The tension between a
solid if uneven economy and a go-go market
driven mostly by one sector has often been
decided in favour of markets whose multiples
seem perpetually to be near all-time highs. But
that trend might not hold if the age of higher real
borrowing costs is here.

The collapse this month of war fears and the
decline of oil prices return markets to a “friendly
fundamental/cyclical backdrop but one that is
reflected in high valuations,” said Goldman Sachs
analyst Kamakshya Trivedi. “That tension is most
acute in the Al space, which is now also the
primary source of volatility in equity markets.”
Much of that volatility is being driven by investors
jumping off one momentum trade into another.
Since the markets’ war scare crested late in
March, the semiconductor index has gone nearly
parabolic, putting the index up 87% for the year.
Micron has quadrupled while Intel and Marvell
Technology tripled in 2026.

Conversely, the Mag 7 group of tech giants led
by Nvidia, Apple and Alphabet is down for the
year after accounting in 2025 for around 40% of
S&P 500 gains,reflecting price appreciation and
dividends.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Debt surge changes sentiment

Many investors say a reassessment of the
so-called hyperscalers building Al infrastructure
began late last year when Oracle and other firms
known for clean balance sheets began to take on
more debt. Companies such as Amazon and
Alphabet have issued $60 billion in bonds in
multiple currencies in the last 12 months.
Investment-grade bond sales by hyperscalers
have surpassed their full-year 2025 total and are
on pace to reach BNP Paribas’ $250 billion
forecast this year.

“Al is working for the providers” of products
such as chipmakers, said Jake Dollarhide, chief
executive officer of Longbow Asset Management
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. “It is not working for the
spenders. That’s why Mag 7 is down on the year.
They are the spenders.” Some investors worry
that the tech-spenders’ selloff will pickup steam,
given the size of the Mag 7 firms.

This past week UBS cut its exposure to
semiconductor and hardware stocks in its
artificial intelligence portfolio, warning of
possible future Al capital-expenditure cuts by
hyperscalers given their share-price declines. Any
reduction in Al capex would likely also hit the
economy,given the scale of spending by the
biggest tech firms.

CM
K

Cheaper Al is better: soaring bills are
reshaping how businesses pick model

Usage-based pricing makes Al spending unpredictable despite falling token prices; Al coding costs will surpass the average developer’s salary by

2028, Gartner estimates; Chinese models charge as little as 18 cents per million tokens versus $4 average for top models, says Citi

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters

ilicon Valley’s power-
s ful and pricey Al mo-

dels have been a ne-
cessity for businesses
looking to future-proof
themselves. But now a
growing number of tech
CEOs are arguing that
cheaper options would be
crucial for their wider
adoption.

Top executives such as
Microsoft’s Satya Nadella,
Palo Alto Networks’ Nikesh
Arora and Coinbase Glo-
bal’s Brian Armstrong have
said smaller, cheaper mo-
dels can handle a big share
of corporate needs.

Bills are biting
This view is the result of a
reassessment within com-
panies that until recently
encouraged heavy use of
Al tools, often treating ris-
ing consumption as a
proxy for productivity,
dubbed ‘token maxxing’.

Now, those bills are
starting to bite. Prices of to-
kens - the units used to
measure Al usage - are fall-
ing, but the cost of com-
pleting a task is rising as Al
firms shift from flat sub-
scriptions to usage-based
pricing. That is leaving
companies with unpredic-
table and often higher bills
as usage per task becomes
harder to estimate.

Uber, for instance,
burned through its entire

Too costly: Uber burned through its entire 2026 Al budget in just four months. REUTERS

2026 Al budget in just four
months after employees
rushed to adopt Al coding
tools, forcing management
to cap usage, according to
reports.

Caught by surprise
“Changing the license mo-
del caught a lot of people
by surprise,” said Harold
Byun, CEO of BlueRock, a
startup that helps compa-
nies run Al systems safely.
“Immediately after that,we
had a number of reports
from customers that we’re
seeing a 20% to 30% spike
in terms of
over-budgeting.”

Huge costs

As companies use Al more,
their costs are surging
beyond initial estimates as
tasks now involve more

on

Prices of tokens - units
used to measure Al use -
are falling, but the cost of
completing a task is
rising as Al firms shift
from flat subscriptions to
usage-based pricing

steps, more data and lon-
ger inputs.

Gartner estimates Al
coding costs will surpass
the average developer’s
salary by 2028, while a sur-
vey by the research firm
found three-quarters of ex-
ecutives see tech budgets
rising this year, with nearly
half of them projecting
double-digit jumps.

That has led businesses

to embrace cheaper mo-
dels and turn to routing
tools such as OpenRouter,
an Al marketplace, as they
seek to assign tasks to the
most cost-effective system
while reserving premium
models for complex work
such as coding.

Open-source model
Open-source tokens pro-
cessed on OpenRouter
jumped to 65% in June
from 34% in January, ac-
cording to a Citi note.

That should benefit
open-source model mak-
ers such as China’s Deep-
Seek, which have won
wide adoption among star-
tups but struggled to break
into large businesses due
to security concerns.

“If you want to win en-
terprise, you should be for-

ward pricing tokens,” Palo
Alto  Network’s Arora
wrote on X last week, urg-
ing Al labs to charge cus-
tomers today at the lower
rates that tokens are ex-
pected to command in a
few years.

OpenAl may cut prices

OpenAl appears to be ad-
justing to the shift.
ChatGPT maker has been
reported to be weighing
significant price cuts, in-
cluding on token usage, in

anticipation of similar
moves from rival
Anthropic.

However, any shift to
cheaper models could hurt
their revenue growth, es-
pecially as they prepare for
potential IPOs.

“There will be a price-
war dynamic when it
comes to OpenAl and An-
thropic as they both duke it
out for a ‘first to public
market’ IPO dates,” said
Christopher Brown, finan-
cial adviser in private
wealth management at
Synovus Securities, which
owns shares in several Big
Tech companies.

Doubts over returns
Tech stocks sold off for
much of last week as inves-
tors reassessed Al valua-
tions as doubts about re-
turns on massive spending
were compounded by
weak post-IPO show from
SpaceX and reports that
OpenAl may delay its
listing.

The cost spike is push-

ing more businesses to-
ward open-source models,
including cheaper Chinese
alternatives. The four most
popular models on Open-
Router are all Chinese,
with DeepSeek holding the
top spot.

Chinese models are clos-
ing the capability gap with
top U.S. models while
charging as little as 18 cents
per million tokens,against
$4 on an average for the
top models, the Citi note
showed.

“They (open-source mo-
dels) used to be more than
a year behind (leading Al
models). Now, probably
the estimates are they’re
roughly four months be-
hind. That the gap will con-
tinue to close,” BlueRock’s
Byun said.

Still, some analysts said
that concerns about the se-
curity of Chinese models
were likely to hamper en-
terprise adoption,especial-
ly in sensitive industries
such as cybersecurity.

Instead, they expect bu-
sinesses to follow the cloud
computing playbook,
spreading across multiple
providers in search of the
best fit and price.

Open-source models are
showing that they are
“90% as good at 10% of the
price”, said Val Bercovici,
chief Al officer at WEKA,
which helps companies
run Al models faster and
cheaper.

0“We don’t need to
spend the premium tokens
on every level of effort.”

Trump tarifts aren’t saving jobs at Whirlpool unit

Reuters
AMANA, IOWA

If any company stood to
gain from President Do-
nald Trump’s trade war, it
was Whirlpool and the
workers assembling its
iconic appliances in Iowa.

But at its “Big Blue” re-
frigerator plant, so named
because of its robin’s-egg-
coloured siding, the com-
pany has cut more than
half its nearly 2,000-strong
workforce in the last year,
despite tariffs championed
by Trump to support U.S.
manufacturing.

“Jobs and factories will
come roaring back into our
country,” he said in April
2025 while announcing the
tarifs on his self-pro-
claimed “Liberation Day.”

Less exposed to levy
Whirlpool was among
those expected to benefit
from the tariffs, which
have since been reshaped
by legal challenges. The
company makes about
80% of what it sells in the
U.S. from its 10- soon to be
11 - domestic factories,
leaving it less exposed to
import duties than rivals
and in theory better posi-
tioned to gain as foreign-
made appliances grow
more expensive.

Yet, only one assembly
line now runs at the plant,
down from five that once
turned out nearly a million
units a year. Another288
workers are set to lose
their jobs in July.

Net winner, says CEO
CEO Marc Bitzer last year
praised Trump’s trade ac-
tions, saying in an investor
call that the Michigan-
based company was a“net
winner” from the policy.

But tariffs have not halt-
ed the job losses in Iowa or
the decline in Whirlpool’s
stock, now at its lowest
since the2007-2009 finan-
cial crisis.

Livelihoods at stake: Whirlpool workers discuss changes they
would like to see in contract during union meeting. REUTERS

Tariffs have raised
Whirlpool’s costs for steel
and imported components
while demand tied to a
weak housing market has
softened. Meanwhile,
Whirlpool has said tariffs
have supported invest-
ment in other parts of its
U.S. operations. The com-
pany has increased sourc-
ing from plants in Mexico
and China and moved
some specialty models to
an updated plant in Ohio.

The changes under-
score the still-evolving ef-
fects of Trump’s tariffs.
While some companies say
the measures support in-
vestment at home, others
face higher input costs and
shifting supply chains,
with uneven consequences
for jobs.

Job losses, polls

The layoffs also carry polit-
ical implications for the Re-
publican Trump adminis-
tration and may weigh on
voters in a close Congres-
sional race in the Iowa dis-
trict where the plant sits in
November’s midterm
elections.

The battle in Iowa’s 1st
U.S. Congressional District
is one of only 18 races
across the country deemed
a “toss-up” by the Cook
Political Report. The Repu-
blican incumbent, Marian-
nette Miller-Meeks, defeat-
ed Democrat Christina
Bohannan by fewer

than1,000 votes in the last
elections in 2024.

Hot button
Manufacturing has
emerged as a hot-button is-
sue as several large pro-
ducers, not just Whirlpool,
have cut jobs and in some
cases shifted work abroad.
Tractor maker CNH in May
closed its factory in Bur-
lington, Iowa, while John
Deere has reduced its
workforce at several of its
factories across the state.

Miller-Meeks and fellow
Iowa Republican, U.S. Re-
presentative Ashley Hin-
son, sent Bitzer a letter af-
ter a layoff announcement
in March. “These layoffs
would hollow out a com-
munity and undermine the
very domestic manufactur-
ing base that American
workers have spent de-
cades building,” they
wrote.

Bohannan also dis-
patched a letter to Bitzer.
The two candidates clash
over who’s tougher on
Whirlpool.

“She didn’t say anything
about it until after I put out
my statement,” Bohannan
told Reuters. Bohannan
said many supported
Trump in 2024 because he
talked about bringing back
jobs. “But reckless, chaotic
tariffs are not the way to do
it”

Miller-Meeks issued a
statement saying, “I re-

main deeply disappointed
by Whirlpool’s decision.
From the moment we
learned of the layoffs, I en-
gaged directly with Whirl-
pool leadership and fol-
lowed immediately with a
formal letter.”

Confidence at stake

The Trump administration
has said tariffs will revive
domestic production by
making imports more
expensive.

“The Trump adminis-
tration is implementing a
nimble and multi-faceted
strategy for America’s
long-term re-industrialisa-
tion,” said White House
spokesman Kush Desai, ad-
ding that industry leaders,
including Whirlpool, have
committed to “investing
trillions into American
manufacturing.”

Whirlpool is expanding
its U.S. operations, just not
in Iowa so far. In October it
said it would spend $300
million on its Marion and
Clyde, Ohio, plants, which
churn out washers and
dryers. And in April, it said
it would spend another
$60 million on a new Ohio
factory to produce plastic
parts for its laundry
business.

Whirlpool says the Iowa
factory overhaul reflects its
long-term commitment to
making refrigerators
domestically.

“We are one of the last
who think we can be com-
petitive making refrigera-
tors in the U.S.,” said Jason
Ebert, the company’s vice
president of North Ameri-
can manufacturing.

He said the company
had to cut jobs and as-
sembly lines to make way
for the new technology
and assembly layouts
needed to update the Ama-
na operation. Those new
lines are now being de-
signed, he said. The com-
pany is also looking to
bring more component

manufacturing into the fac-
tory, a move it is undertak-
ing as it updates other
domestic plants.

Luke Harms, Whirl-
pool’s director of govern-
ment relations, said trade
policies have helped nar-
row the cost advantage as it
competes with mostly low-
cost importers, including
Chinese manufacturers.
For instance, the adminis-
tration extended steel ta-
riffs to derivative products,
including appliances, and
applied tariffs to the pro-
duct’s full value. “That’s
made us more confident in
our modernisation plan,”
he said.

At the same time, tariffs
on steel and imported
components have driven
up costs for Whirlpool.

‘Now, that’s gone’

Many of the remaining
Whirlpool workers in Ama-
na are despondent. The
plant a few years ago
churned out more than
9,00,000 refrigerators a
year, according to the In-
ternational Association of
Machinists and Aerospace
Workers, the union which
represents workers. It now
makes fewer than
2,50,000.

Kerry Waddell, who
worked at the plant for 36
years and now serves as
business agent for the un-
ion, said he has watched
the plant steadily dwindle
as Whirlpool invested hea-
vily in its Mexico refrigera-
tion operations.

Reflecting that dour
mood, only a handful
showed up for the last
monthly union meeting
held at a local community
centre where the layoffs
were discussed. Another
topic on the agenda:clear-
ing furniture from their old
union hall, which the di-
minished workforce can
no longer support.

One attendee, Greg Cou-
sins, said, “It’s all going to

Mexico. I've thought that
for the last three years.”

Cousins, a 63-year-old
forklift driver, said he plans
to retire next year and will
be glad to be out of the
plant. Asked about Whirl-
pool’s plan to modernise,
he said he doesn’t see any
evidence of that. “Just stuff
going out.”

Others are more outspo-
ken. Aaron Southard said
he is a Republican and vot-
ed for Trump in the last
election. But he said he is
looking to support Demo-
crats in the midterms. “We
thought we’d be getting
our jobs back,” said the 44-
year-old auto press opera-
tor. “I feel betrayed -
they’re out there stomping
and saying Make America
Great and bring jobs back.”

Many workers, includ-
ing Southard, have started
looking for other jobs,
though he said he wanted
to stay and fight. One place
attracting workers from
Whirlpool is Sub-Zero - the
super high-end refrigera-
tor maker, which is build-
ing a new plant in nearby
Cedar Rapids that will be
non-union.

Building refrigerators in
the U.S. is a challenge for
any manufacturer. Refrig-
erators are labour-inten-
sive, many with hundreds
of parts and features like
through-door ice and wa-
ter dispensers and multi-
ple doors.

By contrast, washing
machines or stoves can be
built relatively quickly on
an automated line.

Sweden-based Electro-
lux announced in April it
would stop producing re-
frigerators at its 1,255-em-
ployee plant in South Caro-
lina as it shifts the work to
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.
The company, in a state-
ment, said it would retool
the U.S. plant to make laun-
dry equipment. The U.S.
appliance industry re-
mains under pressure.
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Two children among four killed in

BELGRADE

Europe’s heatwave scorches Italy

WASHINGTON

U.S. Supreme Court rules Trump

BERLIN

Six dead in shooting in northern

Israeli strike and shelling in Gaza

A

AFP

An Israeli drone strike hit a tent sheltering displaced people in Deir
al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on Monday, killing at least three
Palestinians, including an 8-year-old boy, medical officials said.
Separately, a 13-year-old girl was killed by shrapnel from Israeli tank
shelling in southern Gaza, according to Nasser hospital. AP, REUTERS

and Balkans as wildfire fears rise

can fire independent agency heads

Germany; two suspects arrested

AFP

Italy and the Balkans felt the impact on Monday of the heatwave
that has caused hundreds of excess deaths across Europe. A red
alert was issued in Croatia. In Serbia, soaring temperatures were
predicted for next few days. Albania contained a raging wildfire. In
Italy, 22 cities were covered by a red heat warning. REUTERS

REUTERS

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday backed President Donald
Trump’s firing of a Democratic Federal Trade Commission member,
expanding his powers to fire leaders of independent regulators. The
court, in another case, blocked Mr. Trump’s firing of Federal Reserve
Governor as it stood firm on the bank’s independence. REUTERS

AFP

Six people were killed in a shooting on Monday at a youth welfare
facility in the northern German town of Stade, police said. Two
people were arrested, including the suspected shooter. Police said
they were working to establish the background to the shooting and

what exactly happened. Ap

Iran to get $6 billion in frozen
assets from Qatar: Pezeshkian

President praises interim agreement, calls it ‘a great victory for the Iranian people’; United States

and Iran pause strikes after four days but disagree on talks; no mention of assets release by Qatar

Associated Press
DUBAI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said on
Monday that Iran

had requested a meeting
with U.S. counterparts,
though one of Iran’s top
negotiators said no further
talks had been scheduled
after attacks across the Per-
sian Gulf over the weekend
challenged negotiations to
end the war.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Presi-
dent on Monday said that
$6 billion in frozen Iranian
assets would be released
by Qatar.

“Based on the plans
made, $6 billion out of the
total $12 billion of Iranian
resources in Qatar will be
released and returned to
the country, and necessary
follow-ups are being car-
ried out,” he said.

Masoud Pezeshkian is
the highest-ranking official
within Iran to reference
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Awoman walks past a billboard featuring Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian in Pakistan — a key mediator in the negotiations. Ap

the release of the funds
held by Qatar, a key media-
tor in the negotiations. So
far, U.S. officials say no fro-
zen Iranian assets have
been released. Qatar as
well as has not acknow-
ledged any such transfer
and Iran attacked a tanker
filled with Qatari crude oil
this weekend.

In recent days, Iran has
twice attacked vessels go-
ing through a route near

the Omani side, drawing
retaliatory American air-
strikes. Iran launched
drone and missile attacks
targeting Bahrain and Ku-
wait on Sunday.

Talks planned today

After four days of trading
strikes, both sides ap-
peared to pause their at-
tacks on Monday. Mr.
Trump said on social me-
dia that a meeting with

Iran would happen on
Tuesday in Doha, Qatar.
Mr. Trump’s special envoy
Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, the President’s
son-in-law, are flying to Qa-
tar for the meeting, White
House press secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt said.

Pakistan, a key media-
tor, has said talks would
resume on Tuesday.

However, Kazem Ghari-
babadi, the Iranian nego-
tiator, cast doubt on the
meeting in comments pu-
blished by state-run IRNA
news agency. “Reports by
some media about techni-
cal talks by the working
groups being held in Doha
are not confirmed,” he
said.

IRNA also quoted Mr.
Pezeshkian as calling the
interim deal “a great victo-
ry for the Iranian people.”

Meanwhile, Iran and
Oman held a meeting
about the strait on Monday
in Oman.

“Turkiye must be included in
Europe security structures’

Agence France-Presse
ISTANBUL

Turkiye must be included
in all of Europe’s defence
structures and defence
trade restrictions between
NATO members must be
removed, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said on
Monday ahead of a key NA-
TO summit.

His remarks come as Eu-
rope revamps its defences
to counter Russia and the
risk of a U.S. pullback from
NATO, which is to hold a
summit in the Turkish cap-
ital Ankara on July 7-8.

“Turkiye’s indispensa-
ble contributions to Euro-
pean security are some-
times overlooked,” Mr.

At issue is Turkiye’s
access to the EU’s
150-billion-euro
Security Action for
Europe initiative

Erdogan told parliamen-
tary delegates from all 32
NATO member states. He
said Turkiye wanted “to
participate in all defence
and security initiatives” on
the continent.

At issue is Turkiye’s ac-
cess to the EU’s 150-billion-
euro Security Action for
Europe (SAFE) initiative —
to strengthen European
defence capabilities.

“We expect your sup-
port, lawmakers, for Turki-

ye’s inclusion in the de-
fence and security
initiatives announced by
the EU,” Mr. Erdogan said.

Within SAFE, firms from
non-EU countries such as
Turkiye, Britain and the
U.S. can only supply up to
35% of the component
costs of weaponry funded
by the scheme.

If Turkiye wants its com-
panies to be able to tap a
bigger part of the funds,
Ankara needs to sign a
partnership with the EU
and then negotiate special
access with Brussels — a
process that would require
approval from all 27 EU
members.

Greece has threatened
to block such a move.

Ebola flare-up
spreads to
new province
in DR Congo

Agence France-Presse
KINSHASA

A deadly Ebola outbreak in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo has spread to a
fourth province - Haut-
Uele, meaning the coun-
try’s entire northeast -
home to around 15 million
people - is now affected.

The epidemic has
claimed 360 lives out of
1,274 confirmed cases, ac-
cording to World Health
Organization. The conflict-
hit Ituri province is the ep-
icentre of the latest out-
break. North Kivu and
South Kivu are the other af-
fected provinces.

Burnham to create ‘No. 10 North’
as PM, to oversee decentralisation

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Andy Burnham, who is
likely to become the next
Prime Minister of the U.K.
previewed his economic
policy on Monday, empha-
sising devolution of eco-
nomic powers from Lon-
don, towards the regions of
England as well as to Scot-
land and Wales.

The former Greater
Manchester Mayor, who re-
turned to the U.K. Parlia-
ment in Westminster ex-
actly a week ago after
winning a byelection, said
he would create an exten-
sion of the Prime Minister’s
office in Manchester — a
‘No. 10 North’ — to oversee
and enable the devolution.

Mr. Burnham, whose re-
lative popularity in the La-
bour Party provided an al-
ternative to current Prime
Minister Keir Starmer com-

Andy Burnham

pleting his five-year term,
said he would “build the
broadest possible coalition
of people to lift Britain
back up”, during his Mon-
day speech in Manchester.

Collaborative politics

“I am going to give Britain
the circuit breaker it needs
by building a more collabo-
rative politics in Westmin-
ster, by taking power out of
the centre and putting it in

the hands of the people
and places who can use it
best,” he said.

Mr. Burnham is, for
now, running uncontested
to replace Mr. Starmer as
Prime Minister and leader
of the Labour Party. On
Monday, he emphasised
his desire for decentralisa-
tion, saying Britain was
one of the most centralised
countries in the world, as
he presented a picture of
the U.K. Parliament not
working smoothly. He pro-
mised the “biggest reba-
lancing” the country had
ever seen, with bottom-up
regional planning to attract
investments.

Mr. Burnham suggested
he would adopt a 10-year
plan to raise living stan-
dards, would focus on
skills training as an alterna-
tive to university and push
for greater public control
of utilities. Britain would

see the largest public
house  building  pro-
gramme in the post-war
era, Mr. Burnham said.

He has not yet provided
details of how he would
fund his plans, but reiterat-
ed that he would respect
the current government’s
“fiscal rules”, i.e., the self-
imposed spending rules
the government commit-
ted to. The former Mayor
had, previously, ruffled
feather in the markets and
caused a rise in borrowing
costs when he had indicat-
ed that the fiscal rules
could be relaxed.

“Whilst not taking risks
with the public finances,
will seek to give Britain
some breathing space as
soon as I can,” he said, on
Monday.

Mr. Burnham could re-
place Mr. Starmer by July
17, if no other candidate en-
ters the fray.

Reduced to rubble
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Adrone view shows buildings destroyed by earthquakes, in La Guaira, Venezuela. The toll rose to at least 1,719 on Monday. As rescue efforts
enter critical hours, a low-magnitude aftershock hit capital Caracas on Monday. Over 5,000 people have been injured while tens of
thousands have been reported missing. REUTERS

Russian drone and
missile strikes kill 11,
injure 40 in Ukraine

Associated Press
KYIV

Russian  missiles and
drones killed at least 11 civi-
lians and injured 40 others
in Ukraine on Monday in
what President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described as
“horrific attacks.”

A Russian missile target-
ing infrastructure struck
the central city of Dnipro,
killing five people and
wounding 29. Russian
drones hit a passenger mi-
nibus in the southern city
of Zaporizhzhia, Kkilling
three and wounding six, in-

CM
K

cluding a child, he said.
Russia drones also killed
two people in the north-
eastern Sumy region. Rus-
sian strike killed one per-
son and wounded five
others in the northeastern
city of Kharkiv.

Mr. Zelenskyy renewed
his plea for Europe to step
up its development of air
defences.

“People need greater
protection from such hor-
rific attacks,” Mr. Zelen-
skyy said. “It is essential
that Europe is as active as
possible in developing its
own anti-ballistic defense.”

Deal with Israel foments divisions, will
not be implemented: Lebanese Speaker

Reuters
BEIRUT

Lebanon’s Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri, a key
ally of Hezbollah, on Mon-
day slammed a U.S.-bro-
kered agreement between
Lebanon and Israel, warn-
ing it could lead to at-
tempts to divide Lebanese
and said it would not be
implemented.

Israeli officials suggest-
ed the agreement would
move forward in the com-
ing days, but there were no
reports of any aspects of
the deal being implement-
ed on the ground.

In comments to Leba-

Vehicles drive past billboards that read in Arabic,

‘Lebanon first’,

one of which has been set on fire along Beirut’s airport road. AFP

non’s al-Akhbar newspap-
er, Mr. Berri described
Iran-U.S. talks as the only
realistic opportunity to se-
cure Israeli withdrawal
from Lebanon and that any

attempt to separate Leba-
non from the U.S.-Iran
track would prolong Israeli
occupation.

The agreement foresees
Lebanon’s Army taking ov-

er territory pending veri-
fied disarmament of non-
state groups — a reference
to Hezbollah — saying this
would enable Israel’s mili-
tary “to progressively rede-
ploy out of” Lebanon.

Mr. Berri described the
agreement as “diktats”. Al-
Akhbar quoted Mr. Berri as
saying the most dangerous
aspect of the agreement
was not only its political
content, but “the potential
for it to incite internal divi-
sions and draw the Leba-
nese into a confrontation
among themselves”.

The agreement “won’t
be implemented”, al-Akh-
bar cited him as saying.

China imposes new
export controls on
20 Japanese entities

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

China put 20 more Japa-
nese organisations on a
blacklist on Monday over
the export of items with
both military and civilian
possible uses, deepening
tensions with Tokyo.

The new additions, in-
cluding major companies,
“have participated in en-
hancing Japan’s military
capabilities”, the Chinese
Commerce Ministry said in
a statement.

A Japanese government
spokesperson called the

measures “unacceptable”.
The two countries have
had strained relations
since Japanese Prime Mi-
nister Sanae Takaichi sug-
gested in November that
Tokyo may react militarily
to an attack on Taiwan.

The 20 additions to the
export blacklist include
firms involved in supplying
components and engineer-
ing support for Japan’s de-
fence sector. China has
said exporters must submit
risk assessments and gua-
rantees that dual-use items
will not enhance Japanese
military strength.
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Aslogan promoting ethnic unity in the new era, in Chinese

and Uyghur languages, in China’s Xinjiang region. AFp

Under China’s new
law, minorities warn
of ‘cultural erasure’

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Tibetan and Uyghur representatives urged coun-
tries at a UN meeting last week to push China to
repeal a new law which they say is aimed at eras-

ing minority communities.

The Ethnic Unity and Progress Promotion Law,
which comes into effect on Wednesday, aims to
forge a “shared” national identity among ethnic
groups and “strengthen cohesion”. But rights ad-
vocates charge it has been shaped to provide Beij-
ing with legal cover for pursuing long-existing pol-
icies of forced assimilation with the Han majority.

UN rights chief Volker Turk has called for the
law to be repealed, warning before the UN Human
Rights Council earlier this month that it risked
“deepening restrictions on freedoms of language,
education, practice of religion, culture, expres-

sion and assembly”.

At a council side event on Friday, Tibetan and
Uyghur representatives described how, in their
view, their cultural, religious and linguistic identi-

ties were being criminalised.

It is “legislating the erasure of Tibetans as a Ti-
betan identity, as a Tibetan culture, as a Tibetan
language”, Thinlay Chukki, the representative of
the Dalai Lama and the Central Tibetan Adminis-
tration in central and eastern Europe, said.

She said the law was legalising an existing sys-
tem of forcibly sending Tibetan children to resi-
dential boarding schools, where they were “sub-
jected forcibly to the Mandarin language”.

Beijing wants “to disrupt our entire identity, to
disconnect generations”, Zumretay Arkin, the
vice president of the World Uyghur Congress said.

They also highlighted a clause under which in-
dividuals and organisations outside China “can be
explicitly prosecuted” under the law.

Israeli attacks ‘led to genocide, war
crimes, and crimes against humanity’

International criminal law defines genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, and recognises that these offences may be committed against

children and produce child specific harms; recently, an independent UN inquiry found that Israel actions deliberately targeted Palestinian children

EXPLAINER

Rizmi Lia M.

“l sraeli authorities

and security forc-
es  deliberately
targeted Palestinian chil-
dren, resulting in geno-
cide, crimes against hu-
manity and war crimes in
Gaza, and war crimes in
the occupied West Bank,”
an independent UN inqui-
ry said on Tuesday.
International criminal
law, as codified in the
Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court
(ICC) and customary inter-
national law, defines geno-
cide, crimes against hu-
manity, and war crimes
and recognises that these
offences may be commit-
ted against children and

produce child-specific
harms.
Act of genocide

According to Article 6 of
the Rome statute of the
ICC, “genocide” means
any of the following acts
committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnic, ra-
cial or religious group, as
such.

The acts include, killing
members of the group,
causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members
of the group, deliberately
inflicting on the group con-
ditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in
part, imposing measures

Israel has killed over 73,000 Palestinians in the Gaza strip since October 2023. AFp

intended to prevent births
within the group, forcibly
transferring children of the
group to another group.

Widespread attack
Under Article 7 of the
Rome Statute, crimes
against humanity are spec-
ific acts committed as part
of a widespread or syste-
matic attack directed
against a civilian popula-
tion, with knowledge of
that attack.

The Rome Statute lists a
range of acts that may con-
stitute crimes against hu-
manity, including murder,
extermination, enslave-
ment, deportation or forci-
ble transfer of populations,
unlawful imprisonment,
torture, rape and other
forms of sexual violence,
persecution of identifiable
groups on political, racial,
national, ethnic, cultural,
religious or  gender

grounds, enforced disap-
pearance, apartheid, and
other inhumane acts inten-
tionally causing serious
physical or mental harm.

Geneva convention
Article 8 of the Rome Sta-
tute defines war crimes as
serious violations of inter-
national humanitarian law
committed during an
armed conflict. The Court
exercises jurisdiction par-
ticularly where such
crimes are committed as
part of a plan or policy or
on a large scale.

War crimes include
grave breaches of the Ge-
neva Conventions, such as
wilful killing, torture or in-
human treatment, wilfully
causing great suffering or
serious injury, unlawful
destruction or seizure of
property, compelling pri-
soners of war to serve hos-
tile forces, denying prison-

ers a fair trial, unlawful
deportation or confine-
ment, and taking hostages.
The statute also crimi-
nalises a broader range of
serious violations of the
laws and customs of war.
The statute applies these
prohibitions to both inter-
national and non-interna-
tional armed conflicts.

On Israel’s actions

In a previous report dated
September 16, 2025, the
Commission has found
that the Israeli authorities
and Israeli security forces
have committed and are
continuing to commit four
categories of underlying
acts of genocide in the Ga-
za Strip with the specific
intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, the Palestinian
group, as such. Three of
those four categories are
especially relevant to chil-
dren, namely (i) killing

members of the group; (ii)
causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members
of the group; and (iii) delib-
erately inflicting on the
group conditions of life cal-
culated to bring about its
physical destruction in
whole or in part. They also
found that the elements for
crimes against humanity
have been fulfilled in Gaza,
namely that attacks by the
Israeli security forces since
October 7, 2023 have in-
volved “multiple commis-
sion of acts” directed
against any civilian popula-
tion that are widespread or
systematic.

The Commission has
found in a previous report
in September 2025 that (i)
the extensive and deliber-
ate targeting of Palesti-
nians, including children,
showed that the military
operations were not con-
ducted solely to defeat Ha-
mas and other Palestinian
armed groups as Israeli of-
ficials claimed, nor can
they legitimately contri-
bute to the other stated
goals of defending the state
of Israel and securing the
release of Israeli hostages;
and (ii) the intentional tar-
geting of Palestinian chil-
dren was intended to phys-
ically destroy the larger
Palestinian group in Gaza.

The Commission finds
that Israeli security forces
have committed the fol-
lowing war crimes against
and affecting Palestinian
children, consistent with
its findings in previous re-
ports: willful killing, tor-

ture and inhuman and de-
grading treatment causing
severe physical and psych-
ological harm, willfully
causing great suffering or
serious injury to body or
health through deliberate
deprivation and violence,
intentionally directing at-
tacks against the civilian
population, destruction of
property, and outrages
upon personal dignity, de-
signed to dehumanise and
subjugate the Palestinian
population, including
children.

The report says that Is-
rael continues to blatantly
disregard the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) advi-
sory opinion of 19 July
2024 in respect of the ‘Le-
gal Consequences arising
from the Policies and Prac-
tices of Israel in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem’,
and importantly, the or-
ders for provisional mea-
sures issued on 26 January,
28 March 2024 and 24 May
2024 in the case of the ‘Ap-
plication of the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide in the Gaza
Strip (South Africa v. Is-
rael)’, which are binding
on Israel. In the case,
South Africa accuses Israeli
forces of genocide, but it
could take years to reach a
conclusion.

The Commission’s find-
ings, though not judicial
determinations, may in-
form ongoing international
investigations and pro-
ceedings.

Rushed out
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Undocumented migrants in Durban, South Africa prep

P

aring to leave befo

S e

re their camp shuts down. They are to be transferred to the border

- R -

with Zimbabwe. Anti-immigrant groups have set Tuesday 30 as the deadline for undocumented foreigners to leave. AFP

Russia continues to make advances
in Ukraine’s eastern ‘fortress belt’

Reuters
KYIV/NEAR DRUZHKIVKA

Russia is grinding its way
into Kostiantynivka, a key
stronghold in Ukraine’s
eastern “fortress belt” long
coveted by the Kremlin,
even as its gains across the
rest of the 1,200-km front
line have largely stalled.

Fighting has begun to
seep into the city itself.
Small groups of Russian
soldiers are attempting to
infiltrate its outskirts, se-
nior Ukrainian comman-
ders said last week, sug-
gesting close-quarters
assaults could follow.

Kostiantynivka is the
southernmost of four key
settlements forming a de-
fensive line central to Uk-
raine’s effort to hold the
Donetsk region.

Ukrainian servicemen unload a military vehicle as they arrive for a

combat mission near Kostiantynivka on June 24. REUTERS

The push towards it un-
derscores Moscow’s en-
during manpower advan-
tage, even as Ukrainian
mid-range drone strikes
have weakened its fighting
capabilities, analysts said.

“The effect (of mid-
range strikes) hasn’t been

so great that it would have
forced the Russians to sus-
pend their offensive,” Emil
Kastehelmi of the Black
Bird conflict analysis team
in Finland, said.
Occupying Kostiantyniv-
ka would provide Russian
forces a foothold from

which to move north along
the belt, now the central
axis of their campaign.

But any advance would
likely be long and bloody
for its forces, in a possible
echo of other costly sieges
of eastern cities like Pok-
rovsk and Avdiivka.

President Vladimir Pu-
tin has insisted Russia must
control all of Donetsk be-
fore the war ends. Ukraine
still holds around a fifth of
the region after more than
four years of fighting.

Mr. Putin said last week
Russia was close to captur-
ing Kostiantynivka, whose
pre-war population of
nearly 70,000 has fallen to
around 2,000. However,
senior commanders of Ky-
iv’s 19t Army Corps dismis-
sed that claim as an
exaggeration.

Palestinians live in fear of eviction as Israel tightens control over Hebron

Agence France-Presse
HEBRON

For Israeli settler Nitzan,
Hebron’s Old City and its
sacred Cave of the Pa-
triarchs shrine are a must-
see for all of humanity, but
for Palestinian Issa Amro,
it has become a symbol of
Israel’s expanding grip on
the city.

Holy to Jews, Muslims
and Christians and be-
lieved to be the burial
place of biblical figures in-
cluding Abraham, the site
has long represented the
competing claims that de-
fine Hebron, the largest ci-
ty in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank.

Known to Muslims as
the Ibrahimi Mosque, the
shrine sits within a heavily

controlled area where
around 40,000 Palesti-
CM
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nians live alongside about
200 Israeli settler families
— but under separate sys-
tems of movement and

security.
Israeli authorities have
installed checkpoints,

gates and patrols across
key streets in the area, cit-
ing security concerns, and
Palestinians who do not
live in the restricted zone
are not allowed to enter
freely.

Israel’s rising control
Israel’s far-right Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich
recently announced that
the shrine’s administra-
tion, including planning
and construction powers,
would be transferred to Is-
raeli authorities, a signifi-
cant shift that has alarmed
Palestinians but cheered
Israeli settlers.

“It’s a place that all the
humanity should visit to
say thanks for Hashem,
which is God,” Nitzan, a re-
sident of the nearby Kiryat
Arba settlement said.

But for many Palesti-
nians living in its shadow,
the site now symbolises
the tightening of Israeli
control over a city where
two communities live in
close proximity but inhabit
starkly different worlds.

“We feel that we live in a
big jail in Hebron: the
checkpoints restrict move-
ment so nobody from out-
side can come to our hous-
es,” said Issa Amro, an
activist.

Over time, many Palesti-
nian shops in the Old City
have shut, and the once vi-
brant thoroughfare flanked
by old stone buildings now
stands empty. Amro

Palestinians celebrating the Islamic Hijri New Year at the Ibrahimi

Mosque, known to Jews as Cave of the Patriarchs, in Hebron. AFp

showed AFP a video of
men throwing stones at his
home’s windows, saying
they were Israelis who told
him they had come to take
his house. He said he is of-
ten harassed by settlers
and Israeli soldiers.

The Oslo Agreements of
the 1990s between Israelis

and Palestinians divided
the West Bank into areas
under each group’s respec-
tive control.

Years later in 1997, He-
bron became the territo-
ry’s only Palestinian city to
have an area under direct
Israeli military control,

named H2, which includes

the Cave of the Patriarchs.
The holy site is also sepa-
rated into an area for Jews
and one for Muslims, each
with a separate entrance.

“Before, any little con-
struction here used to
need the Prime Minister’s
involvement,” Aaron Mar-
wani, a city councillor in
Kiryat Arba, said. “But lit-
tle by little, the process got
easier,”’he said.

Nitzan doesn’t believe
coexistence can happen in
Hebron. “For me it’s diffi-
cult to live with those
neighbours. The Palesti-
nians don’t want us here,”
he said.

Like several Israelis, Nit-
zan saw the Jewish pre-
sence in Hebron as a re-
turn to historical roots.

The city long had a Jew-
ish community, but the
British colonial authorities

evacuated it after anti-Jew-
ish violence in 1929, in
which Arabs killed nearly
70 Jews. Some families re-
turned, only to be evacuat-
ed again during the 1936
Palestinian uprising.

More bloodshed oc-
curred in 1994 when Israe-
li-American settler Baruch
Goldstein killed 29 Palesti-
nian Muslims at the site.

Illegal settlements

Over 500,000 Israelis live
in settlements in the West
Bank, which Israel has oc-
cupied since 1967. Those
settlements are illegal un-
der international law.

In Hebron, some Israeli
settler representatives say
they want the city under
full Israeli control. “We’d
like to see the reversal of
Oslo and to put this town
under Israeli control,” said

Ishai Fleischer, an Israeli-
American, who serves as a
spokesperson for the set-
tler community in Hebron.

But Palestinians said
they were feared of being
evicted entirely.

Moatz Abu Snena, direc-
tor of the Ibrahimi Mos-
que, said that Mr. Smo-
trich’s decision was part of
a wider trend. It is a “gra-
dual takeover of the Ibrahi-
mi Mosque, and also furth-
er Judaisation of the place
and erasure of its religious
character”, he said.

For Amro, the issue goes
beyond the religious site
iteslf. “It means that we
live in our own city under
military law while the Is-
raelis live under civilian
law,” he said. “It’s apar-
theid, it’s more segrega-
tion, more theft, more eth-
nic cleansing.”
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SNEAKING THROUGH
Eustaquio’s late strike earns

Canada a spot in the last 16

REUTERS

Stephen Eustaquio’s stoppage-time winner fired Canada to a 1-0
win over South Africa in Los Angeles on Sunday in the first match of
the World Cup knockout rounds, as the co-host entered the last 16
for the first time. The game appeared to be heading for extra time
before Eustaquio broke South African hearts with a clinical hit.

WAIT AND WATCH

Broos may reverse decision

to quit as South Africa coach

A

hd
GETTY IMAGES

Hugo Broos could reverse his decision to quit as South Africa coach
after his side’s loss to Canada in the World Cup round of 32. “It is not
clever to make decisions when you are disappointed,” Broos said
after the match. The Belgian had announced earlier that he would
leave once South Africa’s campaign at the showpiece ended.

BEING ACCOUNTABLE
Saudi football federation chief

stands down after team’s exit

GETTY IMAGES

Saudi Arabia Football Federation president Yasser al-Misehal
announced his resignation after the Green Falcons were knocked
out of the World Cup in the first round. “The failure of the national
team to qualify for the next round is a result that falls short of all our
ambitions, and | bear full responsibility for it,” al-Misehal wrote on X.

CREATING HISTORY
India wins maiden gold at the

World Rowing Cup in Switzerland

LUZERN

LUZERSI

.......

WORLD ROWING

India scripted history at the World Rowing Cup Ill in Lucerne, with
Army-men Lakshay and Ujiwal Kumar Singh clinching the country’s
maiden-ever gold medal. The duo won the Lightweight men’s
double sculls final, crossing the finish line in 6:26.09 ahead of Hong
Kong (6:27.14) and the Netherlands (6:27.36) on Saturday.

Martinelli’s last-gasp goal takes Brazil
past Japan into the pre-quarterfinals

The Selecao come alive in the second half after falling behind; Casemiro draws level before the substitute dashes Samurai Blue's hopes

FIFA WORLD CUP

Ayon Sengupta
HOUSTON

or nearly an hour
F here, Brazil stood

on the brink of yet
another  World
heartbreak.

Japan had silenced the
yellow wall, bent the
rhythm of the match to its
own courage and left the
five-time champion search-
ing for answers. Then Bra-
zil summoned the quality
that has defined it for
generations.

At the NRG Stadium on
Monday, Carlo Ancelotti’s
side survived a major scare
to beat Japan 2-1 and book
its place in the World Cup
round of 16, with Gabriel
Martinelli striking late after
Casemiro had cancelled
out Kaishu Sano’s stunning
first-half opener.

For 28 minutes, Japan’s
supporters had been
drowned out by a sea of
yellow. In the 29th, they
found their voice.

Sano seized possession
in midfield and embarked
on a dazzling run through
the centre. He skipped past
Casemiro and surged bet-

Cup

ween two more Brazilian
defenders before calmly
guiding his finish beyond
the outstretched Alisson
Becker. The few thousand
clad in blue erupted, while
the rest of the stadium had
suddenly lost its voice.
Until then, Brazil had
carried the greater threat.
Inside the home of the
Houston Texans, chants of
“Brasil, Brasil” rolled
around the stadium, easily
overwhelming the small
pocket of Samurai Blue
supporters. Brazil repeat-
edly looked to exploit Ja-
pan’s defensive line, with
Danilo finding space be-

hind it from searching balls
over the top. Zion Suzuki
was called into action in
the 11th minute, diving low
to his right to keep out
Matheus Cunha’s curling
effort.

Japan, however, stayed
compact and disciplined.

Vinicius Junior, already
with four goals in the tour-
nament, was kept bottled
up on the left, with Hajime
Moriyasu’s tactical reshuf-
fle gradually giving a footh-
old to his side.

After the goal, Brazil laid
siege, while Japan defend-
ed deep, throwing bodies
in the way of every shot

Big moments: Casemiro heads home the equaliser before Martinelli wins it for Brazil. REUTERS & GETTY IMAGES

and cross as wave after
wave of Brazilian attacks
crashed against an unyield-
ing wall.

Brazil emerged after the
interval with renewed in-
tent. Endrick, who had
spent much of the break
going through his paces on
the touchline, was intro-
duced to inject pace and
directness into the attack.

The change had an im-
mediate impact as Brazil
stretched Japan from flank
to flank. Bruno Guimaraes
was the first to threaten in
the 51st minute, but his
header flew straight at Su-
zuki. Moments later, panic

engulfed the Japanese six-
yard box as the ball rico-
cheted through a crowd
before finally being hacked
clear.

The reprieve, however,
didn’t last long.

Casemiro, finally, res-
tored parity in the 56th mi-
nute, climbing above the
Japanese defence to power
home a header from
another inviting cross.

Yet the equaliser did lit-
tle to alter the pattern. Bra-
zil refused to relent, forc-
ing Japan ever deeper into
its own half.

The breakthrough,
when it finally arrived in

THE RESULTS

A 4

Round of 32: South Africa 0 lost
to Canada 1 (Eustaquio 90+2);
Brazil 2 (Casemiro 56, Martinelli
90+5) bt Japan 1 (Sano 29).

Wednesday’s
matches

France vs. Sweden, 2.30 a.m.

Mexico vs. Ecuador,
6.30 a.m.

England vs. DR Congo,
9.30 p.m.

The day and time(s) pertain to India

the fifth minute of stop-
page time, felt less like a
bolt from the blue and
more a culmination of the
relentless pressure. Substi-
tute Martinelli carved open
the Japanese defence be-
fore steering the winner
beyond Suzuki, complet-
ing Brazil’s comeback and
ending one of the most
courageous defensive per-

formances of the
tournament.
The final whistle

brought contrasting emo-
tions. Japan left Houston,
despite the defeat, with its
footballing stature further
enhanced, while for Brazil
the journey for the sixth
star goes on.

Refreshed Norway

faces Ivory Coast

All eyes on them: Winger Diomande and striker Haaland will be the
centrepieces of Ivory Coast and Norway. REUTERS & AFP

Ayon Sengupta

Sport always rewards those
willing to wait. For some
nations, reaching the
World Cup knockout
rounds is an expectation.
For others, it is the culmi-
nation of decades of long-
ing, setbacks and near mis-
ses. On Tuesday in Dallas,
two such countries will
lock horns to advance to
the round of 16.

Norway has justified the
expectation surrounding
one of its most gifted gener-
ations. Ivory Coast, mean-
while, has reached the
knockout stage for the first
time in its history.

Norway rested several
key players during a 1-4 de-
feat to France, ensuring Er-
ling Haaland, Martin Ode-
gaard, Antonio Nusa and
Julian Ryerson are fresh for

the round-of-32 clash.

Coach Stale Solbakken
believes that decision
could prove decisive.
“We’ve cancelled out their
one extra day of rest by
making changes for the
France match... we should
be on equal terms physical-
ly.” Ivory Coast, too, has its
own attacking stars. Nico-
las Pepe’s brace against Cu-
racao made him only the
second Ivorian to score
twice in a World Cup
match. Alongside him, 19-
year-old Yan Diomande has
emerged as one of the tour-
nament’s revelations.

For Norway, this genera-
tion is expected to earn the
nation a place among foot-
ball’s elite, while for the
Ivory Coast, every step has
already become the great-
est chapter in its World Cup
history.

Sinner survives early stutter
to overcome Kecmanovic

WIMBLEDON

Reuters
LONDON

World No. 1 Jannik Sinner
survived an early scare in
his Wimbledon title de-
fence but the Italian shook
off the rust and fought past
Serb Miomir Kecmanovic
4-6, 6-3, 6-7(6), 6-2, 6-3 on
Monday to reach the se-
cond round.

Victory in Sinner’s first
competitive grass court
match of the season was
his 94th win at the Grand
Slams, drawing him level
with Nicola Pietrangeli for
the most by an Italian.

It was far from comfor-
table as Sinner lost the
opening set to spark con-
cerns among fans recalling
his second-round shock at
Roland Garros, but normal
service soon resumed in
the second set which the
24-year-old secured with a
fiery ace.

More tense moments
followed as Sinner gri-
maced after a fall in the
next set and later appeared
to have bloodstains on his
shoe for a separate issue,
and though he soldiered
on, he crumbled in the
tie-break.

The four-time Grand
Slam champion cruised
through the fourth set to
force a decider, where he
took full control and pre-
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Down, but not out! Sinner overcame an awkward fall and a

determined opponent to avoid crashing out early. AP

IMPORTANT RESULTS
v

First round: Men: 23-Jodar (Esp)
bt Gill (GBr) 6-3, 6-3, 7-5; 21-Paul
(USA) bt Muller (Fra) 6-1, 6-2, 6-1;
31-Buse (Per) bt Nava (USA)
7-6(3), 3-6, 7-5, 6-0; 16-Tien (USA)
bt Svrcina (Cze) 6-1, 6-4, 6-7(4),
6-3; Safiullin bt 12-Rublev 6-4,
6-7(6), 3-6, 6-3, 7-6(12).

Hurkacz (Pol) bt 11-Ruud (Nor)
6-4,6-2, 7-6(7); 24-Fonseca (Bra)
bt Bautista Agut (Esp) 7-6(4), 6-4,
6-3; Zheng (USA) bt 26-Norrie
(GBr) 6-7(7), 6-2, 6-7(2), 6-3, 7-6(4);
1-Sinner (Ita) bt Kecmanovic (Srb)
4-6,6-3,6-7(6), 6-2, 6-3; Quinn
(USA) bt 14-Darderi (Ita) 7-6(7),
7-5, 6-2; 8-Medvedev bt Cilic (Cro)
6-1, 6-2, 6-4; 25-Rinderknech (Fra)
bt Tarvet (GBr) 7-6(4), 7-6(4), 4-6,
7-5; 3-Auger-Aliassime (Can) bt
Shevchenko 6-3, 6-1, 6-4;

vailed to book a second-
round meeting with Portu-
gal’s Nuno Borges.

In the women’s section,
top seed Aryna Sabalenka

22-Fokina (Esp) bt Cerundolo
(Arg) 6-4, 6-4, 7-6(2).

Women: 11-Bencic (Sui) bt
Stojsavljevic (GBr) 6-2, 6-1;
4-Pegula (USA) bt Vidmanova
(Cze) 7-5, 6-3; 16-Jovic (USA) bt
Cristian (Rou) 7-6(1), 6-0;
Sawangkaew (Tha) bt
20-Chwalinska (Pol) 2-6, 7-5, 6-2;
Sonmez (Tur) bt 21-Li (USA) 7-5,
1-6, 6-4; 14-Osaka (Jpn) bt
Jacquemot (Fra) 6-1, 7-5; Tjen
(Ina) bt 22-Fernandez (Can) 6-1,
7-6 (3); Sabalenka (Blr) bt
Kostovic (Srb) 6-2, 6-3;
19-Kalinskaya bt Frech (Pol)
7-6(5), 6-4.

Fallen seeds: Men: 11-Ruud,
12-Rublev, 14-Darderi, 26-Norrie.
Women: 20-Chwalinska, 21-Li,
22-Fernandez.

began her latest attempt to
claim her first Wimbledon
crown with a routine 6-2,
6-3 defeat of Serbian quali-
fier Teodora Kostovic.

New Zealand
Wwraps up
series with
emphatic win

Agence France-Presse
NOTTINGHAM

New  Zealand  over-
whelmed England by 160
runs in the third Test at
Trent Bridge on Monday as
Ben Stokes’ last interna-
tional match ended with a
thumping defeat.

Victory meant the Kiwis
won a three-match cam-
paign 2-1 — just their fourth
series success in England
in 20 attempts and only
the second time they had
triumphed after being 1-0
down after their 1999 suc-
cess in England.

This was also England’s
first series defeat at home
in three or more Tests
since 2012.

Chasing a stiff 373, En-
gland was in dire straits at
103 for four at the end of
day four. And it became
even worse at 116 for six af-
ter losing two wickets early
on the final day.

Jamie Smith (60, 91b,
8x4, 1x6) fought valiantly
as the England run chase
ended at 212. Pacer Zak
Foulkes, Kiwis’ first con-
cussion substitute, took six
wickets in the match.

The scores: New Zealand 438 &
288/9 decl. bt England 354 & 212
in 51.2 overs (Jamie Smith 60,
Zak Foulkes 3/52).

PoM: Daryl Mitchell; PoS: Jofra
Archer & Nathan Smith.

Stokes leaves the international arena
with the aura of a miracle-worker

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

The guarded player and
the maverick talisman. En-
glish cricket has often
thrown up players in these
two categories. In the seg-
ment of the magician star,
lit up by Ian Botham, and
briefly embellished by An-
drew Flintoff, Ben Stokes
walked in with the swagger
of a pirate courting both
thrills and self-destruction.

Born in New Zealand,
but with talent burnished
in England, Stokes always
hinted that a sporting mira-
cle was possible. Often, he
delivered on that count, as
player and captain, even if
towards the end, an Ashes
defeat Down Under and
the latest trauma against
the visiting Black Caps left
him ragged.

As the 35-year-old called
time on his international
career, he leaves with fine
statistics — 7273 Test runs
and 252 wickets, besides
critical numbers in limited-
overs cricket too.

It was never easy for
Stokes. He sat on his
haunches after watching
Carlos Brathwaite hammer
him for four sixes in the
2016 ICC World T20 final at
Eden Gardens. A lesser
man would have dissipat-
ed, but Stokes emerged
stronger.

As he departs, there will
be talk about his mental

Storied career: Stokes will be remembered as one of England’s most celebrated all-rounders,
the 2019 Headingley innings being the high point of his career. FILE PHOTO & GETTY IMAGES

Stokes’ Test numbers

Inns

M S
BATTING
7273 | 258 | 34.46

M Inns
BOWLING

health issues, which he
candidly admitted. And
there will be scrutiny over
his wretched run-ins at wa-
tering holes. The latest epi-
sode during the current se-
ries against New Zealand
left him on the bench for
the second Test. Whether
that forced him to walk
away will remain a matter
of speculation.

But in the larger picture,
Stokes lent belief within
the England ranks. He

H 100s/50s

BBI m 5WI/10WM

helped 0Old Blighty win its
first 50-over World Cup,
thanks to his heroics at
Lord’s in 2019. In the same
year, his unbeaten 135
humbled Australia in an
Ashes joust at Headingley.
Stokes the batter may
have outshone the bowler
but he always ran in hard,
was willing to be both the
stock and shock bowler,
while James Anderson and
Stuart Broad gained the ac-
colades. And as a left-hand-

ed exponent with the wil-
low, he could scythe
through the best attacks,
and if needed down the
shutters.

Obviously the synergy
he shared with coach Bren-
don McCullum will be ana-
lysed as the duo believed
that every move on the
ground was an act of press-
ing forward towards victo-
ry. It was spectacular to
watch when it worked and
frustrating to endure when
it backfired.

Stokes leaves with an au-
ra even if his sporting twi-
light was dull.

When nostalgia draws
Botham into conversa-
tions, Stokes would not be
far and that is a splendid
achievement.
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Roach reaches milestone as
WI completes SL rout

Kemar Roach reached the landmark of 300 Test
wickets in leading the West Indies to an innings
and 217-run demolition of Sri Lanka on the fourth
day of the first Test of a two-match series in
Antigua on Sunday. Trailing on first innings by
318 runs, the visitors were routed for just 101
half-an-hour after lunch as Roach led the fast
bowlers’ assault on Sri Lanka. His international
career seemed over a year ago, only to be
recalled to West Indies service amid a fast
bowlers' injury crisis for the tour of New Zealand
at the end of 2025.

The scores: Sri Lanka 308 & 101 in 31.2 overs (Chandimal 43;
Roach 4/51, Seales 3/14) lost to West Indies 626/9 decl. in
160.5 overs (Jangoo 233, Chase 194; Ratnayaka 5/124). PoM:
Amir Jangoo.

Srikanth goes down to Su
in US Open final

K. Srikanth’s wait for a BWF World Tour title was
extended further after he went down to Taiwan’s
Su Li Yang in the men’s summit clash of the US
Open badminton in Fullerton on Sunday. The
33-year-old, facing an opponent who was nine
years younger than him, pushed himself to find
winning momentum but could not avoid a 21-15,
16-21, 21-9 loss in 69 minutes.

India loses in the Badminton
Asia junior quarterfinals

India’s campaign in the Badminton Asia junior
mixed team championship came to an end on
Monday following a 1-2 loss against Hong Kong in
the quarterfinals at Yatsushiro, Japan, on
Monday. After India won the first set 55-44, Hong
Kong drew level with a 55-45 win before claiming
the decider 55-43 to seal a place in the last four.
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Mandaviva felicitates the
Indian volleyball team

e

Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday
felicitated the Indian contingent that won the
country’s first medal at the AVC Men’s Volleyball
Cup. Congratulating the players, coaching staff
and support personnel on a third-place finish in
Ahmedabad, Mandaviya said: “This medal is
historic, but it should only be the beginning.
Every achievement brings greater responsibility
and higher expectations”.

Ireland coach Malan steps
down, Wilson the replacement

Ireland men’s team head coach Heinrich Malan
stepped down from his role on Monday, bringing
an end to a four-year stint just a day after guiding
the side to a 2-0 T20I series sweep over India.
Gary Wilson has been appointed as the team’s
first Irish-born chief coach in more than 30 years
and will replace South African Malan. Wilson
played 292 games for Ireland in a 15-year
international career before retiring in 2020.

Maresca unveiled as

Manchester City manager

Manchester City on Monday unveiled Italian
Enzo Maresca as its new manager, taking over
from Pep Guardiola. Maresca, 46, signed a
three-year deal that will keep him at the Etihad
Stadium until the summer of 2029. “Manchester
City is a club I know very well and to have the
chance to manage this team is a brilliant
opportunity for me,” said Maresca, who
previously coached Leicester in the
Championship and Chelsea in Premier League.
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Can West Indies stop the Australian
juggernaut for a place in the final?

Matthews' side has lost its last two matches while Molineux & Co. have been easily the most dominant outfit in the tournament

T20 WORLD CUP

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

ondon is cooling
L down.

You don’t find, at
the moment, people tra-
velling with their small,
portable fans, or even one
of those hand fans that
Jane Austen’s heroines
from the Regency England
would carry to the balls.

The form of the Austra-
lian team is only getting
hotter at the T20 Women’s
World Cup, though. After
scoring a comfortable six-
wicket win in their last
league match against In-
dia, the Aussies are all rea-

dy for their next opponent.

The West Indies’ route
to the knockouts hardly re-
sembles Australia’s. While
Australia beat South Africa
(by 65 runs), Bangladesh
(nine wickets), the Nether-
lands (98 runs) and Pakis-
tan (113 runs) before facing
its strongest rival India, the
Caribbeans just scraped
through to the semifinal, to
be played at the Oval on
Tuesday.

Hayley Matthews’ wo-
men, in fact, suffered a
shock loss in their last
match, to Ireland. And that
was right after going down
to host England. And they
haven’t done that well
against Australia in the re-
cent bilateral meetings as
well. They lost all the three

Today’s match

SEMIFINAL

Australia West Indies

) L=~
g ®

The Oval, 7 p.m. IST

HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 19

West Indies

Australia

17

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1 &
JIOHOTSTAR

ODIs and as many T20Is
when they hosted the
mighty Aussies just three
months away.

So, the West Indies has
nothing to lose. A point
Matthews tried to drive

home at the press confe-
rence on the eve of the
semifinal.

She also spoke of how
the big guns in the team,
like Deandra Dottin, Stafa-
nie Taylor and herself, ha-
ven't fired yet. There
hasn’t been even a fifty
from them. There cannot
be a better platform than
this to help their team.

For the Australians,
stars big and not so big,
have all been delivering.
With the kind of talent at
their disposal, they are ea-
sily the most intimidating
side in women’s cricket.

That they haven’t won
an ICC World Cup, in any
format, for three years
should motivate them
further.

Red-hot: Australia has been on a roll. GETTY IMAGES

We have to rethink our
T20 strategy: Muzumdar

P.K. Ajith Kumar
LONDON

India’s campaign at the
T20 Women’s World Cup
came to a disappointing
end on Sunday. Again.

The Women in Blue had
crashed out of the last T20
World Cup at the league
stage in the UAE, too.
Coach Amol Muzumdar
concedes there is a need
for a rethink. “I think we
really have to rethink our
strategy in T20 games,”
Muzumdar said after In-
dia’s defeat in the must-win
game against Australia at
Lord’s. “We really need to
put our heads around and
see what combination we
are going to play. It didn’t
help Shreyanka (Patil) not
being there. She would
have made a difference on
that pitch and ground.

“We also need to be a lit-
tle aggressive with the bat,
and we could have maybe
15-20 runs as cushion,” he
said. “But, if you look at
our bowling attack, it is
been very inexperienced

searching to do after India exited in the group stage. GETTY IMAGES

as far as international
cricket is concerned. Give
us 18 months and this at-
tack will be a different
one.”

About not sending Ri-
cha Ghosh earlier, he said:
“We had Richa in the du-
gout, and we wanted her to
go out, and I thought that
was a call needed to be ta-
ken at that time, and we
just took it.

“It was the last over, we
had Richa in the dugout. I

think it was best for her to
go out there and smash a
few balls, but she ended up
facing only one ball. But so
be it. That was the nature
of the game. And at that
time, we felt that that was
the right call.”

Muzumdar has full faith
in Harmanpreet Kaur’s
captaincy. “It is up to the
selectors to decide the cap-
tain,” he said. “My short
and sweet answer would
be yes”.

Shreyas needs to be given time
in his new role: Gavaskar

Vivek Krishnan

Shreyas Iyer’s stint as T201I
captain has begun on the
wrong foot with India
stung by the series defeat
to Ireland on Sunday.

Having taken charge of a
team that has won the last
two T20 World Cups under
Rohit Sharma and Surya-
kumar Yadav, the 31-year-
old would have been aim-
ing to make an instant
mark on his comeback to
the T20I fold after nearly
three years.

Instead, his low returns
of three and 10 were ac-
companied by successive
losses to Lorcan Tucker’s
Irish outfit. With a T20I se-
ries against England begin-
ning at Chester-le-Street in
Durham on Wednesday,
the pressure will mount on
the Mumbai batter if the
Men in Blue don’t quickly
put up a display befitting
their status as World
champions.

In former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar’s view, ho-
wever, Shreyas needs to be

Shreyas has lost his first series
as India T20I captain.
GETTY IMAGES

given some leeway before
he settles into his new role.
The legendary opener
pointed to his fellow Mum-
baikar’s exemplary cap-
taincy record in the IPL,
whilst also noting that the
step up to leading the na-
tional side isn’t always
seamless.

“With any new relation-
ship, there will always be

just a little time taken for
the support staff and the
players to understand
what is expected of them.
Because of the change of
leadership, Shreyas will
probably take a little time.
We just have to be a little
patient,” Gavaskar said
during an online interac-
tion on Monday.

“His leadership is pro-
ven (in the IPL). But again,
when it comes to interna-
tional cricket, it’s a whole
different ball-game.”

If it was up to the 76-
year-old, Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi would be making
his debut in India’s open-
ing T20I against England.

“I am hoping he plays
the first game. Because it
will be the start of a new
series. If he gets the team
off to a flying start, it is the
best way to recover from
the series loss in Ireland,”
Gavaskar opined.

(Watch India vs. En-
gland T20I series live on So-
ny Sports Ten 1 SD & HD,
Sony Sports Ten 5 SD & HD
and Sony MAX).

GCL draft: Nihal is
the star attraction

CHESS

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Newly crowned Bullet
champion Nihal Sarin
emerged as the biggest at-
traction at the Global
Chess League (GCL) player
draft on Monday, while
five-time World champion
Viswanathan Anand
switched franchises for the
first time in the league
ahead of the fourth edition
to be played in Bengaluru
from September 3 to 13.

Nihal was among the
most sought-after names in
the draft before FYERS
American Gambits secured
his services. The franchise
had earlier won the race
for 2026 Candidates tour-
nament winner Javokhir
Sindarov.

The other headline
move of the day saw Anand
leave his long-time home at
Ganges Grandmasters to
join PBG Alaskan Knights,
where he will partner In-
dia’s highest-rated player
Arjun Erigaisi.

Defending champion Al-
pine APL Pipers picked
Magnus Carlsen and Sea-
son-3 Finals MVP Anish Gi-
ri. The title-holder added
Women’s World Cup cham-
pion Divya Deshmukh,
Koneru Humpy, Vidit Guj-
rathi and reigning World

Nihal. FIDE

Rapid champion Volodar
Murzin.

The squads:

FYERS American Gambits:
Javokhir Sindarov, Nihal Sarin,
Daniil Dubov, Bibisara
Assaubayeva, Sara Khadem,
Marc’Andria Maurizzi.

Alpine APL Pipers: Magnus
Carlsen, Anish Giri, Vidit Gujrathi,
Divya Deshmukh, Koneru Humpy,
Volodar Murzin.

Ganges Grandmasters: lan
Nepomniachtchi, Levon Aronian,
Leinier Dominguez, Polina
Shuvalova, Stavroula Tsolakidou,
Leon Luke Mendonca.

upGrad Mumba Masters:
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave,
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov, Vladimir
Fedoseev, Carissa Yip, Harika
Dronavalli, Bardiya Daneshvar.
PBG Alaskan Knights:
Viswanathan Anand, Arjun
Erigaisi, Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus,
Kateryna Lagno, Nino
Batsiashvili, Abhimanyu Mishra.
Triveni Continental Kings:
Alireza Firouzja, Wei Yi, Aravindh
Chithambaram, Zhu Jiner,
Alexandra Kosteniuk, Pranav
Venkatesh.

I want to crack the top 10: GM Harshavardhan

C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

G.B. Harshavardhan must
have heaved a sigh of relief
after becoming India’s lat-
est Grandmaster, achieving
the title in his home town,
four years after securing
his first norm.

The 22-year-old is happy
to have ended the wait af-
ter coming close several
times. Now, he is keen to
improve his rating and
break into the top echelons
of chess.

“My immediate priority
is to increase my rating and
crack the top 10,” Harsha-

Harshavardhan.

vardhan, son of noted
FIDE trainer K. Gopalak-
rishnan, told The Hindu.

Watching his father
train players probably
drew him to chess and he
began playing when he
was four. He quickly im-
pressed with his skills and
did well in age-group tour-
naments, winning medals
at will. Among the notable
triumphs were the FIDE
World Youth Online un-
der-18 gold in 2021 and a
crown in the Asian Juniors
the next year.

However, despite the
victories, the GM title kept
eluding him after he had
earned his maiden norm in
2022.

“There were a lot of mis-

sed norms. The rating
dipped a bit. I am happy I
was able to achieve the
third and final norm in
Chennai,” said Harshavard-
han, who is now coached
by GM Deepan
Chakkravarthy.

A B. Com graduate, he
has now decided to focus
completely on chess. “I
want to play in Europe and
improve my rating. It is al-
so important that I learn
from my mistakes,” said
Harshavardhan.

For now, he is delighted
to join the elite club of GMs
and would be musing ‘bet-
ter late than never’.

Jerome credits Dragan for India’s resurgence

Jerome led the team from

the front. sal

S. Shrivathsan

Abronze medal rarely feels
as valuable as gold but in
the India men’s volleyball
team’s latest case, it defi-
nitely does.

As India returned to the
international arena after a
year of inactivity — it was
away from the scene due to
Volleyball Federation of In-
dia’s mess — there were
question marks over
whether the players would
be match-sharp at the AVC
Cup in Ahmedabad.

But the World No. 42
side let its actions speak by
earning a third-place finish
in the 11-team event. At the

front and centre of India’s
resurgence was captain Je-
rome Vinith. The skipper
credited head coach Dra-
gan Mihailovic for instilling
belief within the group and
making his job easier.
“Dragan is the man behind
these performances,” Je-
rome told The Hindu.

“In the past, we had
teams with a good mix of
experienced and young
players, but the under-
standing was not as good
as we have now. He
brought unity within the
squad. He emphasised that
big things could be

achieved only when we are
‘one’. Dragan made it clear

that only achievements
will lead to recognition,”
said the opposite hitter.

For Jerome, ensuring all
his teammates were on the
same page before and dur-
ing the tournament gave
him the greatest satisfac-
tion. “I know how to lead
the team because it is not
that difficult to make them
play on court. Making
them stay together was im-
portant,” he added.

Jerome stressed that
more international expo-
sure was the need of the
hour. “If we continue to get
those chances (playing top-
quality opposition), we will
only get better”.

AINX
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R. Kaushik

ndia’s first Twenty20 International

outing after lifting the 2024 T20

World Cup in the Americas ended

in a crushing defeat to an unfancied
opponent. History repeated itself last
week as they courted a similar result in
their first fixture after successfully
defending the world crown at home this
March.

Nearly two years earlier, in July, a
second-string outfit led by Shubman Gill
went down by 13 runs to Sikandar Raza’s
team at the Harare Sports Club. Fear not,
said the intrepid bunch; Abhishek Sharma
made up for a four-ball duck on debut
with a stunning century in game two, the
catalyst for what in the end was a
commanding 4-1 score line that reiterated
that defeat in game one was an
aberration.

Worst imaginable start

Last Friday, India surrendered their
unbeaten record against Ireland in the
most unedifying of manners, slumping to
a 34-run humbling in Belfast. It was the
worst imaginable start to Shreyas Iyer’s
new avatar as India’s T20I captain, a
comedown from the highs of the IPL for
stars weaned on terrific batting strips.
The conditions at the Civil Service Cricket
Club in Stormont were demanding,
arduous, anything but ideal for unfettered
ball-striking. India were found
desperately wanting despite being at full
strength from a batting perspective as a
target of 183 proved well beyond them.

It happens, everyone said. You can
sometimes be fixed by alien conditions.
The opposition is allowed one terrific
game, you are allowed one poor day in
office, especially because as a team, the
Indians had gathered together for the first
time in more than three and a half
months. Not an excuse, because Ireland
outplayed them, but you could see some
rationale behind what was indisputably a
horror outcome.

But a la Harare and 2024, there were
no comebacks this time. India conceded
Sunday’s second T20I too, admittedly by
only a solitary run, as a proud record
came to a juddering halt. An unbeaten
streak encompassing 16 series spread over
three years in the most unpredictable and
unforgiving of formats was snapped
ruthlessly by an honest Irish side that
made capital of its familiarity with the
conditions, though more than anyone
else, one suspects, the Irish themselves
would have been surprised at home
tamely India’s famed batting line-up
capitulated.

Ryan ten Doeschate, India’s

refreshingly honest
India will have arrived in  and forthcoming
England on Monday to assistant coach,
blaring headlines about spoke of ‘disbelief
s . within the camp after
Ben Stokes’ dramatic, Sunday’s tense finish.

sudden but almost

He stressed the need

inevitable retirement from to adapt, and adapt

international cricket quickly, when the

following his latest team travels to

dalliance with infamy Europe and to other
parts of the world
where seam can be a

major factor. He pointed to the smarts the
Irish displayed, silently bemoaning the
lack of the same from his wards.

This was supposed to be the teasing
appetiser before the sumptuous main
course, which will unfold on Wednesday
when India lock horns with England in
the first of five T20Is. But the appetiser
has left a bitter taste in the mouth and left
Gautam Gambhir, the beleaguered head
coach, with a fresh headache that he must
find a solution to in double quick time.

Gambhir has overseen three excellent
white-ball title-winning runs - at the
Champions Trophy in March 2025 and the
T20 Asia Cup that same September, both
in Dubai, and at the home T20 World Cup
earlier this year. But he has also been the
central figure in unprecedented Test
series routs at home against New Zealand
in late 2024 and South Africa 12 months
thereafter. When it comes to the Test
squad, he alternates between the word
‘transition’ and ‘inexperience’. He bristles
at players only eight and ten Tests young
being (unfairly) judged and bares his
fangs at the slightest perception of
criticism. But the numbers are stacking
up against him. And cricket, more than
any other sport, is a game of numbers.

Between the two T20 World Cups in
2024 and 2026, India lost just six out of 41
matches, a grand result considering that
like now, they had a new captain. Rohit
Sharma’s retirement after the 2024
edition ushered Suryakumar Yadav into
the job; the axe falling on the latter
despite him leading his unit to the 2026
crown has thrust Shreyas into the hot
seat. It will be unfair, to borrow from
Gambhir, to judge the youngest of the trio
of Mumbeaikars to have led the T201 side
in the last few years on the back of just
one series, and that too given that India
had very little time to get used to environs
that they are reasonably unfamiliar with.
But Shreyas will be mindful that he
himself managed just 3 and 10 on his
comeback to the T20I mix, and that will
hurt him immensely because he is a firm
believer in the ‘leading from the front’
philosophy.

Let’s not grudge Ireland their moment
of unmatched glory. They have produced
stunning upsets, not least at the 2011

it »

An appetiser with

lingering bitterness

An unbeaten streak encompassing 16 series spread over three years in the most unpredictable and unforgiving of formats

was snapped ruthlessly by an honest Irish side that made capital of its familiarity with the conditions
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Supermen: Hollard and Moondra combined to torment the India batters and script an incredible series win for Ireland. The latter castled Samson (below) off the first ball he bowled in the opening T20I. GETTY IMAGES

50-over World Cup when a magical
century from Kevin O’Brien pulled the
rug from under England’s feet in
Bengaluru. But this will take precedence,
one suspects, even though it came in
what was a regular bilateral series -
inasmuch as any series involving India
can be termed ‘regular’.

They were blithely expected to be
lambs to the slaughter, to roll over
without much resistance. But we should
have known better. Ireland don’t
surrender, they don’t throw in the towel.
They are spirited, sure, but they are also
very skilful and supremely self-confident.
They leave nothing behind in the change
room, and win or lose, they are content
when they know that they have given it
their all.

This time, their ‘all’ translated to an
epochal 2-0 sweep against the World Cup
winners and the No. 1 team in the world
which had all its batting guns to fall back
on, and with one of the most destructive
modern-day weapons watching on from
the dugout.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi needs no
introduction, not anymore, not after his
spectacular deeds at the Under-19 World
Cup and in the IPL and during the
triangular ‘A’ series in Sri Lanka. At 15, he
is already making heads turn, forcing
people to reach for their remotes when he
takes guard, delighting his millions of fans
and sending chills and shivers down the
spines of the most celebrated active
bowlers in world cricket. The temptation
to unleash this man-child beast must be
immense, but ten Doeschate was
emphatic in stating that like everyone
else, the precociously unique talent must
go through the processes and bide his
time. That there will be no special
treatment, no matter how special he is.

Learning process

That’s part of the learning process, the
growing-up stage, though with each
passing failure for Sanju Samson or Ishan
Kishan or both - two of the more
influential cogs during the World Cup
campaign, Samson the more feted for
match-winning knocks in the last three
matches but Kishan no less impactful -
the clamour for Sooryavanshi’s much
awaited debut will gather pace.

Let’s just hit the pause button and
remember that he is 15. Fifteen. That he
should not be - never mind that he is yet
to make his maiden appearance -
expected to carry the Indian batting on
his strong and sturdy but very, very young
shoulders. Let’s not transpose our
expectations onto him, let’s not compare
him with Sachin Tendulkar because hey,

Gambhir has overseen three
excellent white-ball title-winning
runs — at the Champions Trophy
in March 2025 and the T20 Asia
Cup the same September, both in
Dubai, and at the home T20
World Cup earlier this year

how silly is that? The teen phenom will be
desperate to make his first India
appearance - which cricketer worth his
salt wouldn’t? - not so much because it
will be another feather in his already
overcrowded cap but because he
genuinely loves playing and putting on a
show. But he will learn the virtues of
patience and being treated as just another
player, which should stand him in grand
stead in the long run.

Chastened by the Ireland humbling
orchestrated by a software engineer from
our own Tonk in Rajasthan, India will
know the magnitude of the task that
awaits them in England. Jai Moondra, a
strapping 29-year-old who moved to
Dublin in 2021 to pursue a master’s
degree in electronics and
communication, still holds an Indian
passport but did the country of his birth
no favours, exposing an old Indian
kryptonite - left-arm pace. Five wickets in
his first two appearances for his adopted
country, and the Player of the Series
honours, is a high Moondra will soar on,
deservedly and understandably, for a long
time to come.

India will have arrived in England on
Monday to blaring headlines about Ben
Stokes’ dramatic, sudden but almost
inevitable retirement from international
cricket following his latest dalliance with
infamy. Stokes” announcement was the
most visceral on a Sunday of high-octane
cricketing entertainment in the British
Isles. The Indian men’s loss to Ireland
came around the same time that the
women were eliminated from the T20
World Cup after going down to Australia
in their must-win final league tie at Lord’s.
Over in Nottingham, around the Stokes
headline act, England and New Zealand
were in a pitched battle for series honours
and World Test Championship points.

India’s most recent 20-over skirmish
with England itself was not devoid of
thrills and tension and agony and ecstasy.
A total of 253 in the World Cup semifinal
in Mumbai in March seemed inadequate
when Jacob Bethell put on an exhibition,
simultaneously sparking awe and dread
among Indian spectators. India needed
the genius of Jasprit Bumrah to come
away unscathed, by the hair-raising

margin of just seven runs, but there is no
Bumrah now - rested - and therefore it
will be incumbent on the rest of the
bowlers to step up.

The returning Harshit Rana showcased
his combativeness in Ireland and Prince
Yadav was impressive on his debut,
suggesting that with Arshdeep Singh now
in the role of the lead enforcer, the pace
bowling is in pretty good hands. It’s the
lack of batting form that will trouble
Shreyas, Gambhir and the rest of the
leadership group.

Against singularly attack-minded teams
like England, India have historically relied
on their batting strength to bail them out.
Now, that strength has become a
temporary weakness. What corrective
measures are put in place in a very
straitjacketed time-frame remains to be
seen. But these measures are imperative
because otherwise, Harry Brook and
embattled coach Brendon McCullum’s
England, themselves feeling no little heat,
will feast on them with ill-concealed glee.

THE GIST
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Ireland don’t surrender, they
don’t throw in the towel. They
are spirited, sure, but they are
also very skilful and supremely
self-confident
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Chastened by the Ireland
humbling orchestrated by a
software engineer from our own
Tonk in Rajasthan, India will
know the magnitude of the task
that awaits them in England
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