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F
ive workers were
killed and several
injured as a ware-

house under construction
collapsed in the Taratala
area of Kolkata, West Ben-
gal, on Wednesday. 

At least 18 workers are
feared to be trapped under
the debris. The accident
occurred shortly after
noon when the multi-sto-
rey warehouse being con-
structed by a private oper-
ator on 6,689 square
metres collapsed.

According to people
present at the site, 50 to 60
people were at work when
the structure came down.
The people said they heard
workers buried under the
debris crying out for help. 

Attempts were made to
drill a hole through the de-
bris and reach out to the
trapped workers, and oxy-
gen and food were made
available.

The Indian Army joined
the rescue operation, mo-
bilising four columns from
the Eastern Command.

Late in the evening, the
police detained three peo-
ple for interrogation. 

The warehouse was be-
ing constructed on a land
leased out by Syama Pra-
sad Mookerjee Port Auth-
ority (SMPA) for 30 years.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari, who
visited the accident site
with his Cabinet col-
leagues, said that rescue
personnel had established
contact with those trapped
under the debris.

Suspension of activities
He said �ve agencies, in-
cluding the Indian Army
and National Disaster Res-
ponse Force, had been
pressed into action. “All
the agencies are working
together,” he said.

Mr. Adhikari said that
the lessee of the land from
the SMPA, Sambhunath

Behera, had submitted a
building plan in January
which was found faulty by
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) engineers af-
ter an initial assessment.
The Chief Minister direct-
ed suspension of all under-
construction activities in
the KMC area till an audit is

conducted by July 31.
Speaking at the State Se-

cretariat, the Chief Minis-
ter lauded the e�orts of lo-
cal people and Kolkata
Police personnel saying
that casualties could have
been higher had they not
intervened and rescued
people immediately after

the accident.
Sanjoy Kumar Mukher-

jee, public relations o�cer
of the SMPA, said that after
the accident, cranes were
mobilised to the site for
rescue and debris clea-
rance. He said gas cutter
sets, the port’s �re brigade
units, and ambulance with

a medical team have
reached the accident site.
Estate Division and Port
Security teams and senior
o�cers reached the site
immediately for coordina-
tion and security, Mr. Muk-
herjee said.

The Chief Minister, who
visited State-run SSKM hos-
pital later in the evening,
said that he would an-
nounce compensation on
the �oor of the State As-
sembly on Thursday. All
the deceased were men.
Mr. Adhikari said that most
of the workers had been
hired by a labour contrac-
tor from Bihar.

Control room
Minister for Municipal Af-
fairs Agnimitra Paul and
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner Smi-
ta Pandey supervised res-
cue operations. The State
government has opened a
control room where peo-
ple can reach out at
8697981070, 033 22143526

and 033 22535185 in con-
nection with the accident.

Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra referred to
accidents over the past few
years in BJP-ruled States
and said that the West Ben-
gal Chief Minister should
not blame the previous go-
vernment for the accident
at Taratala.

“Will @BJP4Bengal
leaders also dare to speak
about the INNUMERABLE
disasters and governance
failures in @BJP4India
ruled states? Or no, even in
moments of tragedy, their
ONLY priority remains
shameless politicisation
and desperate blame
games. For some people,
public su�ering is never a
moment for empathy, only
an opportunity for cheap
politics! Old habits die
hard, don’t they?” the Tri-
namool posted on social
media quoting Ms. Moitra.

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Five killed as warehouse collapses in Kolkata
At least 18 workers are feared trapped under the

debris after the structure under construction falls

Police detain three for questioning; Bengal CM

orders audit of construction sites under KMC

The land lessee had submitted a building plan

that was found faulty by engineers of the KMC

Crushing fall: Rescue personnel at work near the collapsed building at Taratala in Kolkata on

Wednesday. It is said that 50 to 60 people were at work when the structure came down. PTI
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Iran’s President Massoud
Pezeshkian has invited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to travel to Tehran to
attend the burial ceremo-
nies of the late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei who was as-
sassinated in a joint Israel-
U.S. attack on February 28,
diplomatic sources have
told The Hindu.

O�cials in the Ministry
of External A�airs did not
clarify whether Mr. Modi
would travel for the funeral
which will be held bet-
ween July 3 and 9.

Iran invites
PM Modi to
Khamenei’s
funeral event

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

FULL REPORT ON
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U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) Jamieson Greer
ended his two-day visit to
New Delhi after holding
multiple meetings with
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal during which they
reviewed the core ele-
ments of the interim trade
agreement as well as the
broader Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA), the Un-
ion Commerce Ministry
said on Wednesday.

Mr. Greer and Mr. Goyal
conducted a “comprehen-
sive review” of the core
BTA elements, including
enhanced market access,
digital trade, supply chain
resilience, reduction of
non-tari� barriers, and ex-
panded cooperation in
strategic sectors.

A statement by the Mi-
nistry fell short of mention-
ing any deadlines for either
agreement. 

The India-U.S. BTA was
announced in February
2025 and was to have been
completed by September-
October that year. The fra-
mework for the interim
deal was signed in Febru-
ary this year. 

“The visit marked a key
step in ongoing e�orts to
advance a balanced, mu-

tually bene�cial India-U.S.
BTA and to �nalise an inte-
rim deal in line with the
joint statement of Febru-
ary 7, 2026,” the statement
said. 

“Both sides noted sub-
stantial progress by nego-
tiating teams in recent
months and welcomed the
momentum from succes-
sive technical and ministe-
rial-level engagements,” it
added. “Discussions fo-
cused on pathways to con-
clude an interim agree-
ment as an important
milestone toward a com-
prehensive BTA.” 

In the meetings, both
sides rea�rmed their com-
mitment to an agreement
that is balanced, commer-
cially meaningful, and that
delivers “tangible bene�ts”
for businesses, farmers,
workers, and consumers in
both the countries.

“Recognising the grow-
ing signi�cance of the In-
dia-U.S. economic partner-
ship amid evolving global
trade dynamics, both sides
reiterated their shared goal
of expanding bilateral
trade, fostering innova-
tion, and building resilient,
trusted supply chains,” the
statement said.

A delegation led by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal meets USTR

Jamieson Greer and his team in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI 

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

‘Progress’ made in
talks over U.S. trade
agreement: Centre

GOYAL TO VISIT U.K.
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China is ready to work with
India side by side to en-
hance “mutual trust and
dispel doubts”, said the
spokesperson of China’s
Ministry of Foreign A�airs,
a day after Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi met with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and expressed wil-
lingness to take the rela-
tions forward.

“China stands ready to
work with India to imple-
ment the important com-
mon understandings
reached by the leaders of
the two countries, continu-
ously enhance mutual
trust and dispel doubts,
properly handle sensitive

issues, deepen mutually
bene�cial cooperation,
maintain the positive mo-
mentum of China-India re-

lations, and jointly ad-
vance our respective
modernisation processes,”
said Lin Jian, spokesperson

of the Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry, on Wednesday.

Earlier, Xu Feihong, Chi-
nese Ambassador to India,
said that in the meeting
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Foreign Minister
Wang Yi had said, “China
and India, as the two lar-
gest developing countries”
should “play an exemplary
role in promoting solidari-
ty and self-reliance among
Global South countries”.

‘Implement consensus’
Mr. Wang’s meeting with
Mr. Modi took place soon
after the visiting delegates
who participated in the
BRICS National Security
Advisers’ (NSAs) meeting
here on June 22-23, called
on Mr. Modi on Tuesday.

“China will continue to
support India in ful�lling
its responsibilities as the
BRICS rotating chair and
work with India to pro-
mote solid progress in
BRICS cooperation,” said
Ambassador Mr. Xu. He
said Mr. Wang had ex-
pressed willingness to
work with India “to imple-
ment the important con-
sensus reached between
the leaders of the two
countries”.

According to a Chinese
readout of Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the Prime Minister
conveyed his greetings to
President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Qiang and ex-
pressed support for coop-
eration under the umbrella
of BRICS.

Beijing says ready to work with New Delhi
to enhance mutual trust and dispel doubts
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Reset e�orts: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi in New Delhi. PTI

U.S. Senate passes
Iran war rebuke
against Trump

WASHINGTON

The U.S. Senate passed a

largely symbolic resolution on

Tuesday calling for an end to

President Donald Trump’s war

with Iran. It directs Mr. Trump

to remove U.S. forces from

hostilities with Iran unless

Congress authorises military

action. It puts both chambers

of Congress on record against

the conflict. » PAGE 14

CRPF o�cer
suspended over
protest by ‘kin’

NEW DELHI

Twenty Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF) o�icers have

been transferred and a Deputy

Inspector General (DIG) rank

o�icer has been suspended,

allegedly because they or their

families voiced their opinions

against the Central Armed

Police Force (General

Administration) Act, 2026. The

legislation came into e�ect on

April 9. » PAGE 4

Congress chief
slams Pradhan
for ‘terrorist’ jibe

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikarjun

Kharge on Wednesday hit out

at Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan for his

reported “terrorist” remark

against protesting students. In

a TV interview, Mr. Pradhan

said Opposition leader Rahul

Gandhi was trying to “spread

terrorism”, referring to Mr.

Gandhi’s interaction with

students in Kota. » PAGE 5

Donation theft,
land grab are the
‘new Modi model’

NEW DELHI

Donation theft in Ayodhya and

land grab in Mahakal are the

“new Modi model”, the

Congress said on Wednesday,

in reference to the alleged

embezzlement of donations at

the Ram Temple in Ayodhya

and the land acquisition

controversy involving Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan

Yadav in Ujjain, close to the

Mahakal Temple. » PAGE 5

After HC order,
BJP councillors
retake oath

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Nineteen BJP councillors in the

Thiruvananthapuram

Corporation retook their oath

of o�ice in the name of God on

Wednesday, hours after the

Kerala High Court invalidated

their earlier oath-taking for not

conforming to the format

prescribed under law. The

councillors had earlier taken

oath, invoking Hindu deities

and leaders. » PAGE 3
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Union Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu on Wednesday
appeared before the Punjab State Scheduled
Castes Commission and submitted a written
apology for making alleged casteist remarks
during a heated exchange with police in Dhuri
town in Sangrur district in May. The commission
had asked the Union Minister to appear before it
to present his side of the matter. He had failed to
appear on two previous occasions. Appearing
before the panel on Wednesday, Mr. Bittu gave a
detailed account of the May 26 incident and stated
that being a Minister, he should not have uttered
such words. PTI

Bittu appears before panel,
apologises for ‘casteist’ remarks

INBRIEF
�

Maharashtra Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar
on Wednesday expressed regret for incorrectly
uttering certain words while reading obituary
references in the House on the �rst day of the
Monsoon Session. Mr. Narwekar said the
inadvertent error was caused by technical issues
and an unclear printed copy of the speech, and
that he had no intention of hurting anyone’s
sentiments. Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
president Raj Thackeray on Tuesday lambasted
Narwekar for “butchering” Marathi while reading
out a condolence motion for singing icon Asha
Bhosle in the House. PTI

Speaker Narwekar apologises
for ‘incorrect’ spoken Marathi

O
pposition parties in
Punjab on Wednes-
day stepped up the

heat on Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann amid the
controversy surrounding
an “objectionable” video
purportedly showing him
in an act that hurt Sikh sen-
timents. 

On Tuesday, Haryana
Police registered an FIR ov-
er allegations that forensic
and cyber analysis reports
presented by the Chief Mi-
nister to exonerate himself
were fabricated and arrest-
ed two persons for alleged-
ly conspiring to prepare
the reports.

The ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the Chief
Minister have denied the al-
legations and said the Op-
position was misleading
people in the name of reli-
gion and resorting to petty
politics ahead of the up-
coming Assembly election.
Mr. Mann earlier denied
that the person in the video
was him and dismissed the
clip as “fake”. 

Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP), the Con-
gress, and the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) demanded
Mr. Mann’s immediate

resignation.
Senior leader and form-

er Punjab BJP president Su-
nil Jakhar said Mr. Mann’s
video is not a political issue
but one connected to reli-
gious sentiments. “This is
an issue of how an arrogant
person is challenging the
Sri Akal Takht Sahib,” Mr.
Jakhar said.

BJP leader and Delhi Mi-
nister Manjinder Singh Sir-
sa alleged that some Pun-
jab police o�cials were
roped in and ₹10 lakh was

paid to produce the forged
reports, which he said gave
a “clean chit” to Mr. Mann.
He also questioned the “si-
lence” of AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal on
the matter.

Demanding that the
Punjab police register a
case and arrest Mr. Mann,
Mr. Sirsa accused the Chief
Minister of insulting Sikhs
and the Akal Takht.

Haryana BJP president
Archana Gupta said the vi-
ral video “showed Mr.

Mann indulging in an act of
disrespect towards Sikh gu-
rus” and that the people of
Punjab and the country
will never forgive his act.

“Orchestrating a fake fo-
rensic report to discredit a
genuine video is a criminal
o�ence. Punjab Police tried
to secure a favourable re-
port to shield Bhagwant
Mann, but the Haryana go-
vernment and Gurugram
Police brought the facts to
light,” she said, referring to
the FIR and arrests made in

Gurugram in the case.
Akali leaders said the

matter should be handed
over to the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) for a
probe. “Only a CBI probe
can get to the bottom of
this issue as it has become
an inter-State case and
there is a money trail
which needs to be investi-
gated,” senior Akali leader
Maheshinder Singh Grewal
said.

Demanding the registra-
tion of an FIR against the
Chief Minister under the
new sacrilege law, the Con-
gress said all doubts that
the AAP government was
trying to cover up its lies
would be removed if an FIR
was registered in Guru-
gram. “Mr. Mann must pre-
sent himself before the
Akal Takht and seek for-
giveness,” State Congress
committee president Ama-
rinder Singh Raja Warring
said.

The Akal Takht, the
highest Sikh temporal seat,
meanwhile, has asked Ha-
ryana Police to “investigate
the matter with complete
seriousness and expose ev-
ery individual involved in
this conspiracy and ensure
strict punishment for
them”.

Reacting to all the allega-
tions, Mr. Mann said a “fake
video” had been deliber-

ately created and circulat-
ed to defame him after his
political opponents failed
to challenge the work done
by his government for the
people of Punjab. “Those
who have no issue left
against my government are
now trying to tarnish my
image through fabricated
propaganda,” he said.

‘What about Badal?’ 
The Punjab government
had the video examined by
forensic laboratories, he
said. “However, those who
own and operate that labo-
ratory are being targeted
because the BJP, Akali Dal
and Congress have united
against me,” Mr. Mann
alleged.

He also questioned the
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee
(SGPC), the religious body
overseeing the administra-
tion of historical gurdwa-
ras. “Politics has fallen to a
very low level because they
have no other way to op-
pose me. Now, the SGPC
has ordered the putting up
of posters outside Gurdwa-
ra Sahibs calling for my
boycott. Why were similar
posters not put up against
the Akali Dal or Sukhbir
Singh Badal [SAD presi-
dent] after they admitted
responsibility for incidents
of sacrilege?” he said.

Trouble mounts for Mann over video row

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann speaking at a ‘Sarpanch

Milni’ programme in Bathinda on Wednesday. ANI

Opposition in Punjab demand immediate resignation of the Chief Minister after Haryana Police register FIR over ‘fabricated’ forensic reports on

‘objectionable’ video; ruling AAP, Mann deny allegations, accuses Opposition of misleading people in the name of religion ahead of Assembly polls 

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH/DELHI/

GURUGRAM

Case file

B In October 2025, a video 
went viral on social media
purportedly showing Mr. Mann
in an act that hurt Sikh
sentiments. Following this, the
Punjab Police registered an FIR. 
In January this year, the Akal
Takht summoned the CM. Mr.
Mann denied that the person in
the video was him.

B On June 15, the Akal Takht
declared Mr. Mann “Guru Dokhi”
(a betrayer of the Guru) and
“Khalsa Panth Virodhi” (an
opponent of Khalsa Panth or the
Sikh community). Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gargaj, pronouncing the edict,
said the video had been
confirmed as authentic by two
forensic laboratories.

B On June 18, AAP said forensic
tests by two independent
laboratories found no match
between the person in the video
and Mr. Mann.

A video showing Tamil Na-
du Higher Education Minis-
ter P. Viswanathan touch-
ing the outstretched legs of
girl athletes while chatting
with them at an event in
Melur in Madurai recently
has sparked outrage.

The athletes were rest-
ing after having run a ma-
rathon organised as part of
the birthday celebrations
of Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. 

After distributing prizes
at the Melur Government
School, where the event
was held, the Minister
greeted the athletes.

The video captures him
touching the outstretched
legs of the athletes and
cracking their toes, while
another guest is shaking
hands with them.

DMK leader and former

Minister S.S. Sivasankar ex-
pressed consternation over
the incident, saying the
good-touch bad-touch les-
son, which is usually taught
to schoolchildren, should
be extended to members of
the Cabinet. 

‘Act more responsibly’
“A person of authority
should act more responsi-
bly rather than getting
swept away by the moment
or the intoxication of pow-
er,” said Vidya Reddy, co-

founder, Tulir-Centre for
the Prevention and Healing
of Child Sexual Abuse. 

She wondered why, des-
pite a large number of peo-
ple being present at the ve-
nue, and with video
cameras recording the
event, no onlookers had
raised their voice. “Bystan-
der intervention becomes
critical as it serves as an im-
mediate check for abuse,”
she said. 

‘Don’t spread lies’
Reacting to DMK leader An-
bil Mahesh Poyyamozhi,
who had strongly criticised
him over the incident, Mr.
Viswanathan said the DMK
will have to “face conse-
quences” if it continues to
“spread lies” through its IT
wing.

In a statement, Mr. Vis-
wanathan said Mr. Poyya-
mozhi attributing motives
to the act was
“uncivilised”.

Video clip showing Tamil Nadu
Minister touching girl athletes’
legs in Madurai sparks outrage
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

P. Viswanathan 

Mizoram Chief Minister and
Zoram People’s Movement
(ZPM) leader Lalduhoma
on Wednesday ruled out a
formal alliance with the
BJP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) at the
Centre and said that joining
that coalition is not, and
has never been, on the par-
ty’s agenda. His declaration
came amid claims that the
ruling ZPM has formally
joined the NDA alliance.

Speaking at a press con-
ference here, Mr. Lalduho-
ma said the party values
cordial relations with the
Centre but sees no imme-
diate need for a formal al-
liance with the NDA.

He asserted that the ZPM
remains committed to its
identity as a regional politi-

cal force with a national
outlook.

Mr. Lalduhoma revealed
that national leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, have
repeatedly invited the par-
ty to join the alliance, but
the ZPM has preferred to
maintain a cooperative rela-
tionship without formal
a�liation.

“Even now, right from
the �rst day we met after
forming the government,

the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister have con-
stantly invited us to join
them. However, we usually
part on good terms by say-
ing – Let us maintain a good
working relationship; we
are practically on your side.
So, is it really necessary for
us to o�cially align right
now?” the Chief Minister
said.

‘Chose a di�erent path’
“We have not joined the
NDA. While other parties
have, we choose a di�erent
path. We want to maintain
a very good relationship
with the Centre, but an o�-
cial alignment is not on our
table,” Mr. Lalduhoma ad-
ded. He said that the issue
of joining NDA has never
been tabled in any meeting
of the party's Political Af-
fairs Committee.

Mizoram CM rejects alliance
claim between ZPM and NDA
Press Trust of India
AIZAWL

CM and ZPM chief Lalduhoma

Activist Anna Hazare on
Wednesday gave the Maha-
rashtra government until
July 5 to withdraw the Mah-
arashtra Right to Informa-
tion (Amendment) Rules,
2026, warning that he
would launch a hunger
strike and a nationwide ag-
itation if the changes are
not scrapped.

Mr. Hazare described as
“unsatisfactory” a meeting
with a delegation led by
Maharashtra Chief Infor-
mation Commissioner
(CIC) Rahul Pande at Rale-
gan Siddhi. “If they don’t
withdraw the amend-
ments, if people’s interests
are jeopardised, I will
again hit the �eld,” he told
reporters.

Calling for a �ght against
the amendments, Mr. Ha-
zare expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the State govern-
ment’s stand. “I did not get
any satisfactory answers
from the government dur-

ing this meeting. If the soul
of the RTI Act has to be
kept alive, a new commit-
tee needs to be formed im-
mediately. This committee
should consist of experts
and o�cials who have in-
depth knowledge of the
RTI Act and who are pro-
people,” he said after the
meeting.

The noted activist had
earlier written to the Maha-
rashtra government seek-
ing the complete withdra-
wal of the amendments,
asserting that they weaken
the spirit of the RTI Act and
dilute its provisions. Mr.
Hazare has opposed sever-
al provisions in the amend-

ed rules, including a three-
fold increase in application
fee, the introduction of a
new fee for appeals, and a
cap on free information for
those living below the po-
verty line. 

The rules also require
that each RTI application
pertain to a single subject
and be limited to 150
words.

Satisfactory meeting
Mr. Hazare’s o�ce said Mr.
Pande had assured him
that the discussion will be
conveyed to Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who
will take a call on the mat-
ter. Mr. Pande described
the meeting as “satisfacto-
ry”, claiming that Mr. Ha-

zare was pleased with the
information presented to
him. 

Meanwhile, prominent
activists on Wednesday
served a legal notice to the
Maharashtra government
and demanded a complete
rollback of the amend-
ments, claiming that the
changes were introduced
without prior disclosure or
public consultation. 

The legal notice has
been issued by former CIC
Shailesh Gandhi, advocate
Prahlad Kachare, RTI acti-
vist Vijay Kumbhar, jour-
nalist Vinita Deshmukh,
and civil rights activists Vi-
vek Velankar, Jugal Rathi
and Mohammed Afzal. 

As per the notice ac-
cessed by The Hindu, the
provisions of the amended
rules “collectively reveal a
pattern of restrictions that
make access to informa-
tion more expensive, more
technical, more burden-
some and more di�cult
than contemplated by
Parliament”.

Will launch fast from July 5 if amendments
to RTI rules not revoked, Anna warns govt.
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Anna Hazare 

Prominent activists
have served a legal
notice to the
government and
demanded a
complete rollback of
the amendments 

A day after reports
emerged of the rescue of 12
men who were allegedly
forced to work as bonded
labourers at a factory in
Muza�arnagar, Uttar Pra-
desh, Rae Bareli MP and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday hit
out at the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government in
the State over “disappear-
ing jobs” and “assault on
human dignity”.

“The case of bonded la-
bour of workers in Muzaf-
farnagar is very shocking.
In addition to being forced
to work without pay, they
were bitten by dogs,
speared, whipped, and fed
cattle feed. This is an as-
sault on human dignity —
the victims deserve justice

and rehabilitation, and the
perpetrators deserve the
harshest punishment,” Mr.
Gandhi wrote on X.

He added, “It is also im-
portant for us to ask what
compulsions force workers
into such dangerous situa-
tions. As jobs disappear, in-
comes stagnate, and pro-
tections for the most
vulnerable, such as
MGNREGA and labour
laws, are weakened, des-
peration grows. Those with

no other options or protec-
tions become easy prey for
such exploitation. This
isn’t a typical criminal inci-
dent — it is the debris of a
collapsed economy.”

On Monday, joint teams
from the Labour Depart-
ment and the police raided
the factory after receiving a
tip-o� and freed the work-
ers, who hail from U.P.,
West Bengal, Bihar and
Jharkhand. The workers
said they were lured by
promises of employment,
fair wages and an im-
proved quality of life. Ho-
wever, they were denied
food and subjected to sev-
ere physical abuse. 

On Tuesday, the police
arrested two persons — Shi-
va Tyagi and Pradeep Ba-
lyan — in the case. A search
is on for Ankit Balyan, who
has been identi�ed as the
owner of the factory.

‘Lack of jobs behind desperation’:
Rahul on bonded labour in U.P.
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

The U.P. police arrested Shiva 

Tyagi and Pradeep Balyan on

Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mumbai woke up to heavy
rain on Wednesday, with
the met o�ce at Colaba re-
corded 248 mm rainfall
and Santacruz logging 225
mm in the 24 hours.

An Orange alert has
been issued for the city and
neighbouring districts. 

Worker falls into drain
Mayor Ritu Tawade inspect
the on-ground situation as
a sanitation worker fell into
a open drain but was res-
cued. She warned that if
any of the manholes is
found open, the o�cial in
charge would be suspend-
ed. The downpour led to
waterlogging at several
areas, including subway in

Everard Nagar, King's Cir-
cle in Matunga area, and re-
sidential colonies in Dadar,
disrupting normal life.

“Waterlogging in low-ly-
ing areas are being drained
rapidly,” said Municipal
Commissioner Ashwini
Bhide.

Heavy rain disrupts
normal life in Mumbai,
many areas inundated

Commuters navigate a

waterlogged road in Mumbai

on Wednesday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Congress Rohtak MP Dee-
pender Hooda on Wednes-
day linked the CBI arrest of
IAS o�cer Pankaj Agarwal
in the ₹504-crore IDFC
First Bank scam to allega-
tions of political interfe-
rence during the Rajya Sab-
ha election.

In a post on X, the MP
claimed Mr. Agarwal was
the Returning O�cer dur-
ing the RS poll and “at the
behest of BJP” made a
“concerted e�ort” to en-
sure a BJP-backed candi-
date’s victory by invalidat-
ing Congress votes. He
alleged the BJP government
used the threat of action
against the o�cer, already
“implicated in graft”, to
serve political interests. 

“The IDFC First Bank
scam was of such magni-
tude that the CBI could not
overlook it,” Mr. Hooda
claimed.

Deepender
links arrest
of IAS o�cer
to RS poll 
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Twenty Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) o�c-
ers have been transferred
and a Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) rank o�cer
has been suspended, alleg-
edly because they or their
families voiced their opi-
nions against the Central
Armed Police Force (Gen-
eral Administration) Act,
2026.

The legislation was
passed by Parliament on
April 2 and came into ef-
fect on April 9.

Retired and serving o�-
cials of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) ex-
pressed concern about the
suspension of the decorat-
ed DIG-rank o�cer.

‘Politically provocative’
On June 10, the o�cer,
posted in Tripura, was in-
formed about a pending
enquiry against him for al-
legedly disseminating “au-

dio/video messages and
poster/banner for chang-
ing of the Government es-
tablished by law across so-
cial media.”

The letter said that an
Inspector General-rank of-
�cer would probe his
WhatsApp account and
other encrypted platforms
he was active on to enquire
about the dissemination of
“politically provocative”
messages against the go-
vernment. On June 17, the
o�cer was served a sus-
pension order based on
the pending enquiry.

It is learnt that the o�c-
er has challenged the sus-
pension, on the grounds
that there is no “disciplin-
ary proceeding contem-
plated or pending” against

him as required under the
Central Civil Services (Clas-
si�cation, Control and Ap-
peal) Rules, 1965.

‘Targeted harassment’
Ranbir Singh, the general
secretary of the Alliance of
All Ex Paramilitary Asso-
ciation said that o�cers
whose families participat-
ed in a protest against the
CAPF Act at Jantar Mantar
in the capital on March 23
and May 6, and at Rajghat
on April 9 were being tar-
geted by the CRPF’s top
brass.

“We want to draw the at-
tention of Home Minister
Amit Shah to this targeted
harassment of CRPF o�c-
ers... For the �rst time in
the history of the CRPF, the
suspension of a serving
DIG without cause has
sparked resentment
among the paramilitary
personnel. O�cers are be-
ing posted to the North
East as a punitive mea-
sure,” Mr. Singh said.

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

CRPF o�cer suspended, 20
others transferred after ‘kin
protested against CAPF Bill’

Retired and serving
CAPF o�cials
expressed concern
about suspension of
the DIG-rank o�cer

The Indian passport is a
“travel document” and not
a “citizenship document”,
a senior o�cial of the Mi-
nistry of External A�airs
(MEA) said on Wednesday. 

The purpose of the In-
dian passport is to help In-
dians transit and travel
through foreign ports and
territories and it should
not be compared with oth-
er documents that are used
to establish citizenship
rights, the o�cial said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of passports in con-
necting the Indian work-
force with the global
economy, MEA o�cials
said the government will
intensify mobility engage-
ments with western na-

tions and Japan in coming
months to help citizens get
secure employment op-
portunities in these indus-
trialised economies.

Voter list exclusion 
“Passport is a travel docu-
ment, not a document of
citizenship and theoretical-
ly speaking that distin-
guishes passport from oth-
er documents. Even
though while travelling
abroad, passport attests to
your nationality, yet it is
not a document of your ci-
tizenship,” a senior o�cial
said, in response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu on
whether the Indian pass-
port could be used to chal-
lenge an exclusion from
the voter list through the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls that

is currently under way in
16 States.

Another MEA o�cial
said that the Indian pass-
port is issued “after a lot of
due diligence and we make
sure that the person who
gets it is actually entitled,
and we also base ourselves
on documents from sever-
al government agencies
like the Aadhaar, PAN

card.” The second o�cial
said that the MEA will host
a major event on interna-
tional mobility — the Hu-
man Resource Mobility Fo-
rum to be held in New
Delhi from June 30 to July 1
— that will focus on coun-
tries like Italy, Germany, Ja-
pan, Russia, and Denmark.

Ethical migration
A large number of recruit-
ment agencies from across
the country are expected
to participate in the event
that will highlight ethical
migration and create
awareness about how to
avoid unscrupulous agents
that use illegal means to
send Indians to con�ict
zones and high risk areas. 

“We have to demolish
the myths that one can go
to Italy or Greece using un-

fair means and then send
home lots of money,” the
o�cial said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the 14th Passport
Seva Divas, marked on
June 24, the o�cial said
that 27 countries have gi-
ven visa-free entry status
to Indian passport holders,
while 47 countries o�er vi-
sas on arrival and 66 coun-
tries provide electronic-vi-
sas (e-visas) to Indian
passport holders. The MEA
o�cial said that around
10% of Indian passport-hol-
ders possess an e-passport,
a chip-based document. 

There are 545 passport
seva kendras across the
country catering to the
needs of the growing num-
ber of passport applicants,
and this passport network
now covers almost every

Lok Sabha constituency.
In addition, one-stop

centres for distressed wo-
men in the Indian diaspora
have been opened in the
Gulf countries and Singa-
pore, supported by the In-
dian community. More
such centres are expected
to be established in other
countries.

“Team MEA rea�rms its
commitment to keep mak-
ing passport services deliv-
ery faster, more transpa-
rent and accessible…”
External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on the oc-
casion of Passport Seva Di-
vas, noting that chip-ena-
bled e-passports and the
opening of new passport
seva kendras (PSKs) have
contributed to ease of tra-
vel, helping Indians get glo-
bal job opportunities.

‘Passport is a travel document, not proof of citizenship’
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Passport is to facilitate foreign

travel. It must not be compared

with documents establishing

citizenship, says MEA o�icial.

Family members of the
workers who went missing
after the Taratala ware-
house collapse on Wednes-
day frantically searched for
them at the site of the acci-
dent and in the State-run
SSKM Hospital. But for ma-
ny, the dash to the hospital
took them nowhere.

“I learnt about the acci-
dent at 3 p.m. and since
then I have gone to the
spot and to the hospital but
have found no trace of my
brother Khaleq Sardar. He
was working at the site,”
said a youth who had come
from Basanti in the State’s
South 24 Parganas district.

Another man from the
city’s Kidderpore area said
he had last spoken to his
relative on Tuesday night
and after learning about
the accident he had gone
to the hospital and the con-
struction site.

According to the West
Bengal government, about
25 persons have been res-

cued from the site of whom
�ve have died. There is no
clarity on the number of
people still trapped under
the debris.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari said attempts are
being made to identify the
labour contractor. “Most of
the workers were brought
from Bihar’s Munger and
adjoining areas,” he said.

Mr. Adhikari lauded the
e�orts of locals who, along
with the police, took part
in the rescue operations
within minutes after the

building collapse.
“I could see at least �ve

to six people stuck under
the debris screaming for
help. Many of them were
my neighbours,” said Biru
Das. Mr. Das, who works in
a nearby warehouse, said
that he along with others
rescued about six people
from the rubble. “Of them,
one died,” he said.

Ujjal Kumar, another lo-
cal, recalled “a strong tre-
mor like an earthquake”
when the structure
crashed. “After that, there

was a loud noise like an ex-
plosion,” he said. Mr. Ku-
mar added that he and oth-
er workers were resting
when the accident oc-
curred and they rushed to
the spot to join the rescue
e�orts.

An eyewitness, Raju,
said the construction had
been going on for the past
six months and it had been
only three days since work
on laying the concrete roof
of the third �oor began.

“I knew some people
from that godown. But I
am not sure whether they
escaped or are still
trapped. Asgar Khan, the
one who got the tender for
the construction work,
was also probably there
when the accident took
place,” he said.

Sajid, another local,
claimed that many of the
workers were called in be-
cause the roof seemed to
be shaking. “Probably the
heavy rain damaged the
construction. Many work-
ers might have gone there
to check it,” he said.

Anxious relatives search for missing
workers after tragedy in Kolkata
Senjuti Sengupta
KOLKATA

Against the clock: An injured person being taken to safety after a

warehouse under construction collapsed in Kolkata. PTI 

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken ov-
er the probe into the killing
of three church leaders in
Manipur’s Kangpokpi dis-
trict in May, o�cials in Im-
phal said on Wednesday.

Armed miscreants am-
bushed two vehicles bet-
ween Kotzin and Kotlen vil-
lages, killing three
members of the Thadou
Baptist Association on May
13. The murders triggered
a hostage crisis and a fresh
round of ethnic tension
between the Kuki and Naga
communities.

The case was registered
on the day of the ambush
at New Keithelmanbi pol-
ice station in Kangpokpi
district.

O�cials said the case
was re-registered at the
NIA’s Imphal unit on June
8, three days after the Mi-
nistry of Home A�airs is-
sued an order to conduct
the probe.

NIA takes over
investigation
into killing of
church leaders

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Iran’s President Massoud
Pezeshkian has invited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to travel to Tehran to
attend the burial ceremo-
nies of the late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei who was as-
sassinated in a joint Israel-
U.S. attack on February 28,
diplomatic sources have
told The Hindu. 

The sources said the in-
vite for Mr. Modi was con-
veyed to the Ministry of Ex-
ternal A�airs on Tuesday
though the MEA o�cials
did not clarify whether Mr.
Modi would travel for the
funeral which will be held
between July 3 and 9 and
cover multiple cities such
as Tehran, Qom and
Mashhad.

Iran has announced the
ceremonies for the late Su-
preme Leader will take
place in Tehran and Qom
from July 5 to 7 while the �-
nal ceremony will take
place in Mashhad on July 9. 

Mr. Modi is expected to
visit Indonesia, Australia
and New Zealand between
July 6 and 11 and there is no
o�cial communication on
whether the Prime Minis-
ter would visit for the o�-
cial burial of the late
Ayatollah.

Iran’s Minister of Petro-
leum Mohsen Paknejad ar-
rived in New Delhi on Wed-

nesday to participate in the
meetings related to energy
cooperation among BRICS
member-states, the Em-
bassy of Iran announced. 

“During his visit, Mr.
Paknejad is scheduled to
hold talks with Indian o�-
cials and representatives of
the country’s energy sec-
tor...,” the Iran Embassy
said.

War and ties
Former Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar had repre-
sented India in the o�cial
burial ceremony of Iran’s
then President Ibrahim
Raisi who had died in a hel-
icopter crash on May 19,
2024. 

Since February, India
has seen a disruption in its
energy and fertilizer sup-
plies because of the war
between U.S.-Israel and
Iran which has led to a cho-
kehold on the Strait of
Hormuz.

India has maintained
communication with all
sides to ensure safety for
its civilians in the Gulf
states. Mr. Modi visited the
United Arab Emirates on
May 15, and before that, Is-
rael during February 25-26.

Iran invites Modi to
Khamenei’s o�cial
funeral ceremonies 

Late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei was killed
in an Israel-U.S. joint
attack on Feb. 28
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E
very year, the Tamil
Nadu government
will spend ₹755.83

crore on gifting one-gram
gold rings to roughly 4.42
lakh babies born in govern-
ment hospitals under its
new scheme, Thaimaaman
Thanga Mothiram Thittam.

The gold ring may be in-
tended as a celebration of
birth, but for many within
the public health sector,
the more pressing need is
investment in the work-
force and infrastructure
that makes safe deliveries
possible.

Already, the Dr. Muthu-
lakshmi Reddy Maternity
Bene�t Scheme provides
maternal assistance of
₹14,000 in cash support
and two nutritional kits va-
lued at ₹4,000. With this in
place, the questions raised
are plenty — Can the State
government sustain a re-
curring cost of ₹755.83
crore a year, or ₹17,000 per
ring (today’s gold rate), for
4,41,667 deliveries along
with administration cost?
Whether symbolic incen-
tives such as gold rings are
the best use of public re-
sources when basic gaps in
the health system remain
unresolved? Does this self-
defeat the State’s family
welfare measures by incen-

tivising higher order
births?

‘Bizarre move’
A head of a government in-
stitution found it bizarre
that the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Services Corporation

(TNMSC) is tasked with
procuring and supplying
the rings, based on the
yearly indent given by the
Director of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine. 

“TNMSC was set up in
the 1990s with the objec-

tive of procuring quality
medicines for government
hospitals. But now, it is
tasked with purchasing the
yellow metal. How far this
is ethical is a question to be
asked,” he said.

A health o�cer said that

from a policy perspective,
the scheme had no con-
nection with the Sustaina-
ble Development Goal 3
(reducing global Maternal
Mortality Ratio to less than
70 deaths per 1,00,000 live
births and to end preventa-
ble deaths of newborns
and children under �ve
years of age by 2030).

Another public health
o�cer said Tamil Nadu
had already achieved near-
universal institutional de-
livery coverage, with insti-
tutional deliveries exceed-
ing 99%, leaving limited
scope for further improve-
ment on this indicator. 

“A government’s legiti-
macy comes from good go-
vernance, not symbolic
kinship. Public resources
should be directed towards
strengthening systems and
services that create lasting
bene�ts,” he said.

While more incentives
are being introduced, ma-
ny frontline healthcare
personnel continue to face
inadequate remuneration,
he said, adding that Repro-
ductive and Child Health
contract sta� receive ap-
proximately ₹4,500 per
month.

‘Self-defeating’
“There is an acute shortage
of obstetricians and gynae-
cologists. The government
should announce funds to

hire more OB-GYNs as and
when they announce such
schemes,” a doctor said.

“This scheme covers all
newborns, irrespective of
the third or fourth child.
Isn’t this defeating the go-
vernment’s own family
welfare programme? On
the one hand, we are mo-
tivating mothers to under-
go sterilisation after having
two babies, and on the oth-
er, the government is giv-
ing incentives to have any
number of babies,” she
said.

The doctor further ad-
ded that certain conditions
could be brought in for the
scheme, including two
mandatory post-natal visits
for mothers at the end of
the �rst week and the sixth
week of delivery, and com-
plete immunisation till 1.5
years of age for the child.

Former Director of Pu-
blic Health and Preventive
Medicine K. Kolandasamy
said it was a good scheme
as it would improve institu-
tional deliveries. 

The scheme could act as
an incentive for families
belonging to the lower-
middle income group to
opt for government hospi-
tals for childbirth, thereby
reducing their maternal
and childbirth-related
health expenditure in priv-
ate hospitals, Mr. Kolanda-
samy added. 

Symbolism over substance? Public health
o�cials slam T.N. govt.’s gold ring scheme 
Under the new scheme, the govt. will spend ₹755.83 cr. annually to gift gold rings to newborns; however, several health professionals opine that while

the gold may be intended as a celebration of birth, the more pressing need is investment in workforce and infrastructure that enable safe deliveries 

Serena Josephine M.
CHENNAI

Fugitive diamond mer-
chant Nirav Modi is liable
to pay Bank of India (BOI)
over $11.5 million (₹108
crore), including accruing
interest on a personal loan
guarantee, the High Court
in London has ruled.

The 55-year-old jewell-
er, who remains in prison
�ghting extradition to In-
dia in a separate $2 billion
(₹18,800 crore) Punjab Na-
tional Bank fraud case, had
disputed the enforceability
of the personal guarantee
related to a loan to a Dubai-
incorporated �rm, Firestar

Diamond FZE, associated
with him.

In a judgment handed
down at the London Cir-
cuit Commercial Court on
Tuesday, Justice Simon
Tinkler found in favour of
the BOI. “The Personal
Guarantee is not, as a mat-
ter of Indian law, void/un-
enforceable. Mr. Modi is
therefore liable under the
Personal Guarantee to the
Bank for the principal
amount due [₹38 crore],”
the judge said. He also
pointed to “the interest on
that sum”, which adds up
to about ₹108 crore until
March, with further inter-
est accruing after that date.

Nirav Modi must pay
₹108 crore to Bank of
India, says U.K. court 
Press Trust of India
LONDON 
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C
ongress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
on Wednesday hit

out at Union Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra Prad-
han for his reported “terro-
rist” remark against
protesting students, and
asserted that the Minister
would have to resign.

The Congress presi-
dent’s reference was to a
comment by Mr. Pradhan,
made during a television
interview, in which he re-
ferred Opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi’s interac-
tions with students at Ra-
jasthan’s education hub
Kota on June 17. He said Mr.
Gandhi was trying to
“spread terrorism” and re-
ferred to the Cockroach
Janta Party as “the B team
of terrorists”. Mr. Prad-
han’s remarks amounted
to calling the protesting
students “terrorists”, the
Congress alleged.

In a post on social media
platform X, Mr. Kharge
linked the remark to con-
cerns over examination

paper leaks and their im-
pact on students. “Ninety
paper leaks have occurred,
the futures of millions of
students have been ruined,
20 children have taken
their own lives due to the
NEET paper leak, families
have been devastated…,”
he said.

‘Refused responsibility’
The Congress president al-
leged that despite the con-
troversies surrounding ex-
amination irregularities,
Mr. Pradhan had refused to
take responsibility. “The
Education Minister of the
Modi government, Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, is cling-
ing to his chair, and while
giving interviews, he is call-
ing the ‘students’ echo’ as

that of ‘terrorists’,” Mr.
Kharge said.

He drew a parallel with
the Centre’s response to
earlier protests. “The
country has not forgotten
that Prime Minister Modi
himself, in Parliament, had
insultingly labelled the
farmer benefactors ‘ando-
lan-jeevi’ (living o� agita-
tions) and ‘parjeevi’ (para-
sites). Whoever questions
this government is called
an anti-national,” Mr.
Kharge said.

Mr. Kharge said the stu-
dents’ movement would
continue to gain strength
and called for Mr. Prad-
han’s resignation.

“Chhatron Ki Goonj
(Congress’s ‘echo of stu-
dents’ campaign) will echo

loudly across the entire
country; Modi’s Minister
Pradhan will have to re-
sign,” he said.

The party also an-
nounced that it would hold
press conferences across
28 cities on Thursday un-
der the banner of “Chha-
tron Ki Goonj”.

“Through this cam-
paign, the Indian National
Congress demands a com-
prehensive overhaul of In-
dia’s education system, be-
ginning with the
resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Shri Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, who epi-
tomises the Modi
government’s lack of vision
and dogmatic approach to
education,” Congress gen-
eral secretary (organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal said.

“Over the past 12 years,
the RSS-BJP government
has only pursued the priva-
tisation, centralisation,
and ‘sanghi�cation’ of edu-
cation, and done too little
to prepare India’s youth for
the future. The crisis today
is not only one of unem-
ployment but also of em-
ployability,” he said.

Kharge slams Pradhan for
‘terrorist jibe’ on students
Students’ movement will continue to gain strength, he says and calls for Minister’s resignation;

party to hold press conferences in 28 cities demanding an overhaul of Indian education system

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI The Congress on Wednes-

day linked the alleged em-
bezzlement of donations at
the Ram Temple in Ayod-
hya with the land acquisi-
tion controversy involving
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav in Uj-
jain, close to the Mahakal
Temple.

The party accused the
BJP of playing with peo-
ple’s faith for �nancial and
political gain.

Addressing a joint press
conference with Madhya
Pradesh Congress chief Jitu
Patwari, Congress media
and publicity wing head
Pawan Khera said these de-
velopments pointed not
only to corruption but also
to a betrayal of people’s
faith.

“Ujjain and Ayodhya are
international issues. Peo-
ple’s faith is linked to these
cities. People are frugal to
be able to save and go on
pilgrimages. Looting the
money, carrying out a
theft, is like stabbing peo-
ple’s faith,” Mr. Khera said,
referring to allegations that
huge amounts of donations

have been siphoned o� by
people in the Trust that
manages the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya.

“Donation theft in Ayod-
hya and land grab in Maha-
kal, this is the new Modi
model,” Mr. Patwari said,
questioning the “silence”
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on both issues.

Land grab row
The remarks come amid a
controversy triggered by
reports that Mr. Yadav’s fa-
mily members and real es-
tate �rms linked to them
acquired large tracts of
land in and around Ujjain
after he assumed o�ce in
December 2023.

An investigation pu-

blished this week reported
that the family and asso-
ciated entities purchased
at least 137 plots covering
about 168 acres, much of it
in areas expected to bene-
�t from proposed road
projects and land-use
changes linked to Ujjain’s
expansion ahead of the
2028 Simhastha Maha
Kumbh.

Mr. Khera said former
Congress leader Ashok
Chavan, who is now in the
BJP, had to resign as Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister over
charges that his mother-in-
law owned an apartment
in the Adarsh Housing So-
ciety in Mumbai. “In this
matter, no action is expect-
ed from Mr. Modi,” he said.

Donation theft in Ayodhya,
land grab in Mahakal show
new Modi model: Congress 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Seeking action: Youth Congress workers staging a protest over an

alleged Ujjain land scam, in Bhopal on Wednesday. PTI

On the draw 

The West Bengal govern-
ment’s decision to engage
the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) for providing
cooked meals in schools
across the Kolkata , has
drawn �re from Opposi-
tion parties.

They claim that the
move was an attempt to
impose vegetarianism by
the BJP government.

Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O’ Brien criticised
the move and said it was an
attempt to deprive chil-
dren of nutrition by deny-
ing them eggs. 

“After the �sh eating ta-
masha during the election
campaign, the Gujarat
Gymkhana �nally reveals
itself. Throw eggs at rivals.
But deprive children of nu-
trition by taking eggs o�
from midday meals. Im-
posing vegetarianism. Ben-
gal rejects this,” he said.

ISKCON spokesperson
Radharaman Das said the
meals would not contain
eggs but would instead in-
clude ingredients such as
paneer, kidney beans, and
other vegetarian protein
sources. Eggs have always
been part of the menu for
children in the State.

BJP imposing
vegetarianism
in Bengal, says
Trinamool

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Chairperson of the Pu-
blic Accounts Committee,
K.C. Venugopal, has sought
a report from the Union
Home Ministry on the
Great Nicobar Project.

The Congress has ac-
cused the government of
imperilling the fragile Ni-
cobar islands ecosystem
for commercial purposes.

The PAC was meeting to
deliberate the report of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report on
the “establishment and
functioning of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences”.

During his concluding
remarks, Mr. Venugopal
�agged the Great Nicobar
Project, pointing to the ris-
ing panic among the resi-
dents there as 1.5 crore
trees are slated to be felled
to make way for the pro-
ject. He further pointed
out, sources said, that the
naval base INS Baaz was
not given additional land
for its expansion; and the
government was exploiting
this fragile ecology for
commercial activities. Con-
gress MP Amar Singh also
backed Mr. Venugopal, de-
tailing the implications of
the project, which the go-

vernment, he said, was not
accounting for. Sources
said BJP MP Anurag Singh
Thakur interceded to point
out that this issue was
beyond the agenda of the
meeting. 

Mr. Venugopal agreed,
though he directed Home
Secretary Govind Mohan
to submit a comprehensive
report detailing all aspects
of the project.

On the listed subject of
the day, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Institute of
Medical Sciences, the pa-
nel pointed out there was a
massive funding de�cit
and inde�nite delay in
completing the civil con-
struction. The CAG report
has also �agged de�cien-
cies in equipment and pa-
tient care. The Home Mi-
nistry shifted the blame for
these de�ciencies to the
Union Health Ministry.

House panel seeks
Ministry report on 
Great Nicobar Project
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

K. C. Venugopal 

Two Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs
on Wednesday met Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
and sought a copy of the
letter submitted by the par-
ty’s six rebel MPs who re-
cently joined the Shiv Sena
led by Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

The MPs, Anil Desai and
Arvind Sawant, also sought
to know the demands
made by the rebel MPs.

Letter of caveat
“We had earlier given the
Speaker a letter of caveat.
He had accordingly called
us. We asked him if the re-
bel MPs had given him any

letter. We asked him if they
came as a group or as indi-
viduals. We told him that
he needs to inform us. We
gave a copy of the Constitu-

tion, highlighting the pro-
visions of the Tenth Sche-
dule. A political party can
merge if it wants to. But the
party has to decide. There

was no party meeting. No
such proposal was moved
by either of the six of
them,” Mr. Sawant told The
Hindu after the meeting.

‘No transparency’
The Shiv Sena (UBT) has
questioned the lack of
transparency surrounding
the entry of the six MPs in-
to the ruling Shiv Sena. 

The party had submit-
ted a letter to the Speaker
seeking a hearing in case
any group of leaders of
their party approaches
him to form a separate
group. 

“If anybody goes to
meet the Speaker, the in-
formation is put out by his
o�ce. The photos are
shared on his social media

handle. There is openness
and transparency in the
matter. But when it has
come to this merger, there
is no information about it,”
a Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
said.

Leaders of the Shiv Sena
said all the legislative pro-
cesses had been complet-
ed to induct the six MPs in-
to the party. 

Constitutional expert
Anant Kalse said that the
Shiv Sena (UBT) can ap-
proach the Supreme Court
in the matter, seeking its in-
tervention. 

“But considering that
the previous case about
the split in 2022 is itself
pending, these names can
now be added in the same
petition,” Mr. Kalse said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs seek copy of rebels’ letter
Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) Lok Sabha MPs Arvind Sawant and Anil Desai meet

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Wednesday. ANI 

Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) international presi-
dent Alok Kumar on Wed-
nesday called for a com-
prehensive investigation
and an FIR into allegations
of irregularities in dona-
tions collected for the Ram
Temple, saying those
found guilty should face
the strictest legal action.

The VHP shared Mr. Ku-
mar’s demands on social
media platform X. “FIR
should be �led. Then in-
vestigation needs to be ex-
pedited and fast track
court should take-up the
matter on day-to-day ba-
sis,” he said, adding that
guilty persons must be
punished.

Speaking to pressper-
sons earlier this week, Mr.
Kumar had said that inqui-
ry in the issue should be al-
lowed to proceed without
attempts to defame indivi-
duals or institutions. 

A three-member SIT
was set up on June 14 fol-
lowing a request from the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust to
probe the matter. The SIT
submitted a preliminary
report on Tuesday.

VHP calls 
for thorough
probe into
temple case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid mounting protest ov-
er the Revised Budget pro-
posal to lower the tax on
low-alcohol beverages,
Chief Minister V.D. Sathee-
san on Wednesday indicat-
ed that the �nal decision
on the matter will be taken
by the United Democratic
Front (UDF).

During his reply to the
general discussion on the
Revised Budget in the State
Assembly, Mr. Satheesan
said the State govern-
ment’s liquor policy is a
“political decision” of the
UDF. 

“We will discuss with
everyone. We will have a
draft, discuss with all the
Front partners and then
we will decide. If the UDF
favours the sale of low-al-
cohol beverages, then
these will be tax rates. If
the UDF decides not to sell,
then they won’t be sold. It
is a political decision,” he
said.

Mr. Satheesan’s remarks
came amidst the protests
raised by the Opposition
Left Democratic Front
(LDF) and reservations ex-
pressed within the UDF. In
the Revised Budget pre-

sented on June 19, the sales
tax rate was pegged at
120% for alcoholic beverag-
es with alcohol strength
ranging from 0.5% v/v (vol-
ume by volume) to 10% v/v,
and 175% for products with
alcohol strength above 10%
v/v and up to 20% v/v.

LDF’s policy
Mr. Satheesan said low-al-
cohol beverages as a new
category was noti�ed by
the LDF government as
part of its 2022-23 liquor
policy. The present UDF
government had merely
�xed the tax rates. The
LDF government had also
amended the Foreign Liqu-
or Rules to facilitate their
sale, he said. Mr. Satheesan
alleged that the LDF go-
vernment had planned to

�x the tax rate between
86% and 116% – the tax
rates of beer and wine. 

The LDF government
had also �xed tax rates for
foreign-made foreign liqu-
or (FMFL), which had alco-
hol content between 40%
and 60%, that were way
lower than that of Indian-
made foreign liquor
(IMFL), he said.

The 120% and 175% now
�xed by the UDF govern-
ment, the Chief Minister
said, are the highest for
low-alcohol beverages
among the States.

The LDF, which now ex-
hibits distress over liquor
addiction, had increased
the number of bars in the
State from 28, when it
came to power in 2016, to
more than 900, he said.

Tax rates on low-alcohol
beverages will be decided
by the UDF, says Kerala CM 
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The remarks by CM V.D. Satheesan comes amid protests over the

proposal for lowering tax on low-alcohol beverages. A. JAYAMOHAN

Around 31% of Rajya Sabha
members have declared
criminal cases against
themselves, of whom 16%
have declared serious cri-
minal cases, according to
an analysis by the Associa-
tion for Democratic Re-
forms and National Elec-
tion Watch. 

The analysis covered
226 of the 233 MPs. In the
current Rajya Sabha, four
seats from West Bengal are
vacant. Three MPs were
not analysed as their a�da-
vits were unavailable.

According to the report,
one sitting Rajya Sabha
member has declared cas-
es related to murder, four
have declared cases related
to attempt to murder, and
four have declared cases
related to crimes against
women. Among parties, 28
(26%) of the 107 BJP MPs, 12
(41%) of the 29 Congress
MPs, two (22%) of the nine
MPs from the Trinamool
Congress, two (25%) of the
eight DMK MPs, and two
(50%) of the four MPs from
the Samajwadi Party have
declared criminal cases.

A total of three of the
four Rajya Sabha MPs from
the TDP, all three MPs from
the BRS, all three MPs from

the CPI(M), two (67%) of
the three MPs from the
RJD, one (25%) of the four
MPs from the AIADMK,
one (25%) of the four MPs
from the NCP, and one
(33%) of the three MPs
from the AAP have de-
clared criminal cases
against themselves in their
a�davits. Of the MPs ana-
lysed, 31(14%) are billio-
naires. Among major par-
ties, seven (7%) of the 107
Rajya Sabha MPs from the
BJP, six (21%) of the 29 MPs
from the Congress, two
(50%) of the four MPs from
the YSRCP, two (50%) of
the four MPs from the TDP,
two (67%) of the three MPs
from the BRS, and two
(50%) of the four MPs from
the NCP have declared as-
sets worth more than ₹100
crore.

31% of Rajya Sabha
MPs have declared
criminal cases: report

The analysis covered 226 of the

233 Rajya Sabha members. FILE
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Rama told Sugreeva that He would kill Vaali. Encouraged
by Rama’s words, Sugreeva fought with Vaali. But Rama
did not kill Vaali and Sugreeva was beaten up by his broth-
er Vaali. When Sugreeva asked Rama why He had let him
down, Rama replied He was afraid that He might kill the
wrong brother by mistake, since both looked alike. This,
obviously, was just an excuse. Could the Supreme One not
�nd the di�erence? Rama wanted Sugreeva to be beaten
by Vaali before going to his rescue. There was a reason for
this, said Navalpakkam Vasudevachariar in a discourse.

Rama would never tolerate His devotees being slighted.
Sugreeva had treated Lakshmana disrespectfully. He
would ignore Lakshmana and speak to Rama directly,
without involving Lakshmana in the conversation. So, Ra-
ma felt that Sugreeva deserved a beating at Vaali’s hands.
Eventually, He did keep His promise and killed Vaali, but
initially He let Sugreeva be defeated by Vaali. Rama told
Sugreeva to go and challenge Vaali to a second �ght. This
time Rama said He would kill him. Sugreeva challenged
Vaali to come out and �ght again. Vaali’s wife Tara warned
her husband not to respond to the challenge. She asked
him to give up his anger and to act wisely. He had just de-
feated Sugreeva, but the latter was back wanting to �ght
again. Something must have changed since the last �ght.
Tara thought Sugreeva’s challenge was suspicious. She felt
he had some support. She had heard of two men from
Ayodhya who were with Sugreeva. She said he must have
taken their help. So, it would be dangerous for Vaali to
agree to this �ght. But Vaali ignored Tara’s warnings and
was killed by Rama.

Rama punishes Sugreeva

FAITH
�

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Gussalufz)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

ACROSS 

1. Workers laid o�? Tad fishy (3,5)

6. Ignore outrageous abyss next to eastern edge of camp (4,2)

9. The two of us texted for dinner options? (4)

10. Bali trek is tailor-made for rugged two-wheelers (5,5)

11. Straight storyteller capturing fringes of lesbian lore (6)

12. Detective probing American dude's murder (8)

13. Om: "I bit mice, dubiously imitating nature" (10)

15. Gussalufz accompanying gangster for lunch? (4)

17. Unchanged support after leader's ouster (2,2)

18. Son, sleep long on ship, for energy (10)

20. Antelope ecosystem buckled after all-round grazing (8)

22. Spicy stew leads to rectal agony (painful inflammation) (6)

24. Young abstainers, taking o� clothes, give up and loudly dance
on ecstasy (4,2,4)

26. Head priest dined (4)

27. Party o�ering to preserve copy (6)

28. Grasshoppers returned regularly, used midday attacks (8)

DOWN

2. Rampant tantrum and rage in resort, for starters (9)

3. A brute, lacking limits in behaviour, goes after small fry (5)

4. Acting in period features (international) (7)

5. Half of trailer cut for interval (3)

6. European with microphone, o�ering contentious argument (7)

7. Train workers to crawl through hairy mews with caution,
ultimately (9)

8. Badaam at first, then take paratha? (5)

12. Ah, turning pitch, where some bowlers might be rested (7)

14. Indian state in upheaval around healthcare sta� cut: news
outlets (4,5)

16. Like the middle of hamburger slices - seasoned and battered (9)

18. Very upset, not right dish (7)

19. A fine, extremely encyclopedic Essence of Anatomy textbook (7)

21. ChatGPT, possibly possessed by craftiness, goes overboard; this
might go over one's head (5)

23. Road-racing? A pedestrian crossing sides stared in shock (5)

25. Steep drop terminal for Christmas tree (3)

14829
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The National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) has an-
nounced the �nal phasing
out of postgraduate diplo-
ma courses, stating that
2026-27 will be the last aca-
demic year for admission
to these programmes. It
has now directed all medi-
cal colleges, institutions,
and universities to accord-
ingly comply with the
procedures.

The latest order issued
this week says that from
2027-28, specialist training
in medical colleges will be
o�ered only through MD
and MS degree pro-
grammes, and institutions
are supposed to convert
existing diploma seats into
degree seats.

Standardisation bid
Medical colleges have been
asked to apply for conver-
sion through the Medical
Assessment and Rating
Board (MARB). The move,
according to the NMC, is
intended to standardise
postgraduate medical edu-
cation, improve the quality
and recognition of special-
ist training, align quali�ca-
tions with current educa-
tional standards, and make
better use of existing in-

frastructure in medical
colleges.

Traditional diplomas,
including diploma in otor-
hinolaryngology (ENT),
ophthalmology, dermatol-
ogy, venereology and le-
prosy, tuberculosis and
chest diseases, and public
health and medical ra-
diotherapy are typically
two years long, compared
with the three-year MD or
MS degree programmes,
and played an important
role in producing special-
ists for district hospitals
and smaller towns. 

“We will have to assess
the impact of the move on
rural and district-level spe-
cialist availability. Tradi-
tional diplomas provided a
quicker route to specialist
training and supplied ma-
ny doctors to smaller hos-
pitals. The policy question
now is whether converting
all seats to MD/MS will im-
prove quality without re-
ducing the number of spe-
cialists available outside
major cities,” said a health
expert.

NMC will phase out 
PG diploma medical
courses from 2027-28

The move, according
to the NMC, is
intended to
standardise PG
medical education

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said the cut-o�
or qualifying percentile for
the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test-super
speciality (NEET-SS) seats
for in-service government
doctors in States must be
reduced for they serve the
public and study at the
same time.

A Bench of Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and Joymalya
Bagchi said the access for
in-service government
doctors to speciality medi-
cal courses must become
easier as their healing skills
would not be used for per-
sonal pro�t but for the be-
ne�t of the larger public.

The court made the oral
observations while hearing
a petition �led by the Tamil
Nadu Medical O�cers’ As-
sociation, represented by
senior advocate P. Wilson.

The petition challenged
the “premature diversion”
of 152 vacant super-special-
ity seats earmarked for in-
service government doc-
tors in Tamil Nadu to the
all-India quota. It sought
protection of the State’s in-
service reservation policy,
pending a �nal decision on
the reduction of the NEET-
SS qualifying percentile.

“If you just take away
super-speciality seats and
transfer to the all-India qu-
ota, how will the State doc-
tors bene�t? They work for
the people of the State.
They work in State govern-
ment hospitals. The seats

were earmarked for them
to enable them to achieve
greater skills to heal the
public,” Justice Nagarathna
said. 

In-service government
doctors must get a lower
cut-o�, the judge said. “Un-
like someone who can sit
at home and study, the go-
vernment doctors are
working and studying.
They are an essential part
of the public health infras-
tructure… The qualifying
percentile has to be re-
duced for them. If you take
seats away from the very
people serving public
health, how would that
help the States?” she said.

The court issued notice
to the Union government,
the Director-General of
Health Services, the Na-
tional Medical Council, the
State of Tamil Nadu, the
Medical Counselling Com-
mittee, and other
respondents.

Top court backs lower cut-o� 
in NEET-super speciality for
admission of govt. doctors 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Pune Rural Police have
arrested Ketan Agarwal’s
�ancée Siya Goyal and her
lover Chetan Chaudhary in
connection with his mur-
der at Lohagad Fort. Ho-
wever, investigators re-
main uncertain about
which of the two accused
physically pushed Ketan
from the cli�.

The death of Ketan
Agarwal at Lohagad Fort
on June 18, initially regis-
tered as an accidental fall,
has been reclassi�ed as a
pre-planned murder fol-
lowing a police investiga-
tion. The investigation has
revealed that the accused
had conducted reconnais-
sance of the location twice
before the incident.

The police investigation
has established that Siya
and Chetan allegedly acted
in concert to kill Ketan. Ho-
wever, investigators have
not determined whether
Siya, who was walking
alongside Ketan at the time
of the incident, allegedly
pushed him, or whether
Chetan, who was waiting at
the location, allegedly deli-
vered the fatal push. 

The police are examin-
ing forensic evidence and
witness statements to as-
certain this detail.

Fiancée, lover
held in Ketan
Agarwal
murder case

Chinmay Gaikwad
PUNE

O
ne person was
killed and four
were reported mis-

sing after heavy rain trig-
gered �ash �oods and
landslides in Arunachal
Pradesh, o�cials in Keyi
Panyor district said on
Wednesday. Six districts
remained cut o� as road
connectivity was disrupted
in several areas. 

The �ash �oods fol-
lowed heavy rain on Tues-
day night, a�ecting areas
in and around the public
sector North Eastern Elec-
tric Power Corporation
Ltd. (NEEPCO ) project site
in Yazali Circle in the dis-
trict. Nearly 50 houses
were damaged.

Angad Mehta, Superin-
tendent of Police, Keyi Pa-
nyor, said the body of 35-
year-old Nirmala Gupta, a
teacher at the NEEPCO’s
Vivekananda Kendriya Vi-
dyalaya, was recovered af-
ter hours of search. “The
rescue operation with in-
�atable craft will continue
on Thursday, ” he told The

Hindu, adding that the In-
dian Air Force carried out
sorties to assess the dam-
age and locate survivors.

Earlier, a statement is-
sued by the district police
said the “monsoon-related
disruptions” had cut o�
large parts of the district
and �ve others — Kamle,
Kra Daadi, Kurung Kumey,
Lower Subansiri, and Up-
per Subansiri.

While major landslides
have been reported from
several stretches on key
highways, a strategic
bridge connecting two oth-

er districts, East Kameng
and Pakke Kessang, was
damaged. “Personnel of
the Border Roads Organi-
sation and the Highway De-
partment have been en-
gaged to expedite
restoration work,” Mr.
Mehta said.

Assam on alert
The Assam government
has issued a high alert in
the districts downstream
of the areas hit by “ex-
tremely heavy rainfall and
�ash �oods” in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Heavy rain triggers
landslides, �ash �ood
in Arunachal Pradesh

Debris scattered across an area after flash floods near the NEEPCO

project colony in Arunachal Pradesh on Wednesday. PTI

One person killed, four reported missing as six districts remain cut o�;

Assam issues a high alert in districts downstream of the a�ected areas

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment
Rules, 2026, noti�ed by the
Union Home Ministry on
June 22, has introduced
tougher limits on NGOs to
receive foreign donations. 

These amendments,
and the ones before them,
source their legality from
the Centre’s argument in
the Supreme Court that the
freedom to form associa-
tions or engage in the “bu-
siness” of charity does not
include a right to receive
unbridled foreign funds or
to use the money outside
“permissible activities”.

Among other changes,
Rule 9(1B) mandates that
certi�cates of registration
of NGOs must specify the
“purpose or purposes and
the States or Union Territo-
ries”. 

The Rules limit NGOs to
speci�c and stated spheres
of activity, which exclude
proselytisation, and geo-
graphical bounds.

SC judgments
The government’s sweep-
ing powers to regulate fo-
reign donations have been
blessed by the Supreme
Court in multiple judg-
ments. A three-judge
Bench in Noel Harper ver-
sus Union of India in April
2022 declared that “no one
can be heard to claim a
vested right to accept fo-
reign donation, much less
an absolute right”.

The court had disap-
proved of the tendency to
seek funds abroad, saying
it gave an impression that

the nation was incapable
of looking after its own
needs.

A March 2020 decision
of the Supreme Court in In-
dian Social Action Forum
(INSAF) versus Union of In-
dia had agreed with the
Centre that the “regulation
of acceptance and utilisa-
tion of foreign contribu-
tion is for the purpose of
protecting national inter-
est”. The court had, ho-
wever, in this case, called
for a “balance” between
the law’s objective and the
rights of the voluntary or-
ganisations to access fo-
reign funds. The INSAF
judgment declared that on-
ly associations which play
a role in active or party pol-
itics were barred from ac-
cessing foreign funds.

The government has ar-
gued in court that the
FCRA, its Rules, and
amendments were meant
to regulate the manner of
doing business, more im-
portantly, concerning fo-

reign contributions. The
FCRA did not intend to
stop charitable work. It has
argued that the regulatory
regime did not hurt the
fundamental rights of indi-
viduals to form associa-
tions or practice a profes-
sion or carry on an
occupation, trade or busi-
ness under Article 19(1)(c)
and Article 19(1)(g), respec-
tively, of the Constitution.

The Centre has referred
to Article 19(4) to demon-
strate that it could frame
laws to reasonably restrict
the fundamental freedom
to form associations under
Article 19(1)(c) in the inter-
est of the sovereignty and
integrity of India or to pro-
tect public order or moral-
ity. Similarly, Article 19(6)
allowed the government to
impose reasonable fetters
on the right to trade, busi-
ness, occupation available
under Article 19(1)(g) if the
State could show these
freedoms were against pu-
blic interest.

SC had agreed that right to associate
is no carte blanche for foreign funds

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Rules have
introduced tougher
limits on NGOs to
receive foreign
donations

NEWS ANALYSIS

Farmers and farm labourers under the banner of
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha on Wednesday staged
demonstrations in Punjab against the proposed
India-U.S. trade deal, alleging that the agreement
could adversely impact not just farmers, but
labourers, shopkeepers, and the youth. Protests
were held at several places across 21 districts of
Punjab. “The objective of the protest was to
democratically register opposition and bring the
truth about the dangerous consequences of this
agreement to the people of the country,” Sarwan
Singh Pandher, senior KMM leader, said.

Farmer group protests against
India-U.S. trade deal in Punjab

INBRIEF
�

India and the UAE reviewed progress made
under their Strategic Defence Partnership
Framework on Wednesday. The meeting, held in
New Delhi, was co-chaired by Joint Secretary
(International Cooperation) Amitabh Prasad and
UAE Sta� Brigadier Jamal Ebrahim Mohamed
Ebrahim Almar-Zooqi. Both sides explored ways
to deepen collaboration in defence
manufacturing, foster innovation, and
strengthen security cooperation in the maritime
domain. According to sources, India is in talks
with the UAE to export some of its �agship
military platforms, including the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile.

India and UAE explore ways
to strengthen defence ties

A 22-year-old man was al-
legedly stabbed to death by
a co-passenger on a Mum-
bai local train during an ar-
gument over whether the
doors should be kept open
amid the rain, o�cials said
on Wednesday.

The incident took place
inside a �rst-class compart-
ment on Tuesday. The ac-
cused, identi�ed as Roshan
Suvarna, was arrested
hours after the incident. 

The police said Suvarna
stabbed Mayank Lohar fol-
lowing an altercation. One
of them wanted the doors
to be kept open, while the
other objected, citing the
rain. Lohar su�ered inju-
ries and collapsed, while
Suvarna jumped o� the
train at Borivali station be-
fore it came to a halt and
ran away. The Government
Railway Police have regis-
tered a case of murder.

Man killed on
Mumbai local
train following
altercation
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M
ore than a thousand varieties
of mangoes exist in India, the
popular ones being
Banganapalli, Dassheri,

Alphonso, Badaami, Imaam Pasandh, and
Malgoa. There is even a “Lalbagh” variety
in Bengaluru. Many of us associate the
fruit with a summer childhood memory,
of eating it with our bare hands, the
mango juice dripping on our clothes.

More recently, the fruit has become
popular on social media platforms, where
users explain hundreds of ways to cook
and eat it. This year, the fruit’s popularity
reached a new height: the red carpet at
the Met Gala in New York. Mangoes and
Indian summers go hand-in-hand, yet do
you know how this fruit comes to be?

In other words, the mango tree gives
out �owers… and then what happens?

Making a mango
Between December and March every
year, mango trees across the country
bloom and issue a sweet yet slightly
fermented odour. Look closer at a mango
tree in this time and you will �nd a
branch with several bouquets of small,
cream-coloured �owers. Each branch,
which botanists call a panicle, contains a
few hundred to up to 10,000 individual
�owers. And a single mango tree can
carry up to some 3,000 panicles,
depending on its size and branching.

Each one of these �owers is the start of
a mango in the making. Some �owers
carry only the male parts while others
only the female parts, and sometimes
there can be �owers with both (which are
biologically called hermaphrodites).
Regardless, for the mango to form, pollen
must travel between these �owers.

This is where pollinators make their
mark. There is a curious history here.
Mango cultivars had once insisted that
mango �owers are pollinated only by
wind. But this theory could not explain
why the �owers issued a sweet odour. It
had to be to attract insects.

To con�rm that insects were indeed
pollinators, researchers in Bengaluru
teamed up with their peers from
Germany to survey several Badami mango
farms in the city’s urban and rural areas.
Their �ndings, published in 2023, were
striking: “We found that allowing �owers
access to ants and �ying visitors (bees,
hover�ies, nonsyrphid �ies), dramatically
increased mango yield by 350%,
highlighting the importance of wild
insects for mango pollination,” the study
paper read.

These �ying insects were found to
include wild bees such as the dwarf
honey bee (Apis �orea), giant honey bee
(Apis dorsata), and stingless bees
(Tetragonula sp.). Other important �ying
visitors included hover�ies, which look
like bees (Syrphus sp.), the common
house �y (Musca domestica), and the blow
�y (Calliphoridae family).

E�ective pollination
The researchers also observed that the
mango yields dropped when they barred
crawling insects, such as ants, from the
�owers. Soubadra Devy, a senior
researcher at the Ashoka Trust for

Research in Ecology and the
Environment, Bengaluru, and an author
of the study, said ants are “messy
pollinators” and that it is essential to
investigate them as pollinators of mango
in future studies.

Dr. Devy also said she anticipates that
the pollinator community is not any
di�erent for other Indian mango varieties
since the “�oral traits, i.e. the �ower
structure, pollen, and nectar are likely to
be very similar”.

Researchers have conducted similar
studies in Mexico, on the ‘Ataulfo’ mango,
and in Australia, on the ‘Kensington
Pride’ variety — and have revealed similar
�ndings. Both teams also took more steps
to determine which insects were the
pollinators.

They calculated a ‘pollination
e�ectiveness’ metric based on the
abundance of pollinators, the number of
visits to �owers (with a ‘legitimate’ visits
quanti�ed using video cameras on trees),
and the number of pollen grains
deposited. And both studies showed that
wild and native insects were most
e�cient at pollination, producing a higher
yield of fruits.

Non-native bees to Mexico, such as
European honey bees (Apis mellifera),
were abundant and contributed to 80% of
the pollination. Paradoxically, however,
that did not result in a higher yield. The
reason was that these non-native bees
stayed around the same trees or in the
same orchard and delivered the wrong

pollen, resulting in malformed fruits. On
the other hand, the native bees
transferred pollen between orchards,
giving rise to more full and juicy fruits.

Farmers’ friends
Yet these native bees are under threat
from the same insecticides that protect
the mango crop from pests.
Neonicotinoid insecticides, which are
commonly sprayed on mango trees, are
neurotoxic and a�ect cognitive functions
in bees, such as navigation, learning, and
memory, and eventually their survival.
This ripples through the entire colony, as
the insecticides travel to the pollen and
nectar and are brought back to the hive
by bees. 

The Bengaluru-based study observed
that fewer bees visited the mango �owers,
and the harvested fruits were lighter by
almost 30%, resulting in a three-way loss
for the farmer: expensive pesticides, loss
of pollinators, and a loss in the fruit yield.

Dr. Devy said monoculture farms that
prevail in rural areas are more prone to
pest attacks, and hence su�er higher
pollinator loss as well. However, she also
said she sees hope in bee-safe pesticides
and in farmers timing their sprays to
avoid peak pollinator activity — practices
already in use in several western
countries.

“One recent welcome move”, in her
words, was the Indian government
recognising pollinators in the country’s
new ‘environmental accounting’

framework. This framework recognised
that India has more than 800 bee species,
plus butter�ies, moths, beetles, birds,
bats and �ies as pollinators and that they
are ecologically important for agriculture.
The government has also attached a
monetary value equivalent to 8-10% of the
total crop output value, amounting to ₹2.6
lakh crore in 2021-22, to pollinators.

Rights of pollinators
Attaching a monetary value could nudge
policy towards actively protecting  our
pollinators, through changes at the farm
and landscape levels. These could
include, as the Mexico study suggested,
increasing the spread of natural and
semi-natural areas near orchards, such as
native forest patches and wild�ower
strips, to attract more wild insects.

Dr. Devy also pointed out that in May,
stingless bees in Peru had become the
�rst insects to win the legal rights to exist,
thrive, and be represented in court. This
is signi�cant for the conservation of the
species against insecticides, climate
change, and competition from non-native
insects.

The question then arises: will India
accord similar rights to its pollinators,
which carry the weight of the country’s
agriculture? As you relish this season’s
mangoes, it could also be your food for
thought.

(Kavitha Kannan is a biologist and science
writer. kavithakannan1994@gmail.com)

Kingmakers: meet the insects that
make India’s favourite mangoes
A study has found that allowing wild insects to access �owers dramatically increased mango yield by 350%, highlighting the importance of wild insects

for mango pollination; yet, native bees that transfer pollen around orchards are under threat from the insecticides that protect the crop from pests

Fruit test: Visitors at a stall during a three-day mango and jackfruit fest organised by Shivamogga HOPCOMS in Karnataka in the first week of June. Attaching
a monetary value to the crops could nudge policy towards actively protecting  pollinators, through changes at the farm and landscape levels. S.K. DINESH

Kavitha Kannan

In the mines of Mongbwalu, the epicentre
of an Ebola outbreak in the northeastern
Democratic Republic Congo (DRC), gold
prospectors have no choice but to
overcome their fear of the virus and carry
on their backbreaking work.

“Ebola is real and it scares us. But if I
stay at home, what are my children going
to eat?” Justin Okaume, an artisanal
digger, asked.

The DRC’s 17th Ebola outbreak was
declared on May 15 after several
unexplained deaths in Mongbwalu in the
mineral-rich but volatile Ituri province.

It has claimed more than 250 lives with
1,000 cases in the vast central African
nation but the real extent of the crisis is
di�cult to assess.

In total, 209 people have been infected
in Mongbwalu, 89 of whom have died,
according to o�cial �gures.

Several miners were among the
victims, Richard Lokudu, the head of the
local hospital, said. Behind one miner,
greasy, sticky earth stretched as far as the
eye could see. The ochre landscape was
pockmarked with holes that dozens of
artisanal miners tirelessly dug through.
Men and women caked in mud broke up
rocks that were then crushed to free the
gold particles. They spend hours side by
side, sweating and wearing themselves
out in dire health and safety conditions.
Some come from other provinces or
neighbouring countries such as Uganda,
hoping to earn a few hundred dollars a
week, at best.

Jeannette Akelo, a mother of seven and
day labourer at the open-pit site, said that
the diggers had no choice: they must
continue to work “to survive”. 

The current outbreak is caused by the
Bundibugyo strain for which there is no
vaccine or speci�c treatment. Existing
Ebola vaccines, developed between 2018
and 2019, are only e�ective against the
Zaire strain, which has caused previous
major outbreaks.

In the hills of the rural commune, Red
Cross workers in full protective suits have
regularly intervened over the past few
weeks to wrap bodies and prevent
post-mortem transmission of the virus.

In the DRC, most gold production
comes from artisanal mining. After long
hours, some stopped to eat a plate of rice
with a gravy made from leaves. Others
preferred not to waste time. With their
bare hands, they mixed mercury into the
brownish material extracted from the
ground. The small greyish, heavy, shiny
lump that formed will, once heated, turn
into raw gold. “We don’t know who is
infected or not, and after work everyone
goes home,” Jean-Baptiste Liwawi said.

The digger said he took ginger and
some concoctions to ward o� infection.

Since the start of the outbreak, many
patients have preferred to consult
traditional healers rather than go to
hospitals. Public mistrust runs deep in a
region that has for years been ravaged by
violence waged by various armed groups,
which regularly carry out massacres.

In Ituri, almost all gold deposits are
controlled by community-based militias,
who derive substantial income
particularly through the imposition of
taxes, according to UN experts. Most of
the illegally mined gold is smuggled to
Uganda, the experts said in a report on
the DRC at the end of 2025.

Gold miners
keep working
despite Ebola
crisis in DRC

Artisanal gold miners work at a mining site in
Mongbwalu, Ituri Province, DRC on June 16. AFP 

The DRC’s 17th Ebola outbreak
was declared on May 15 after
several unexplained deaths in
Mongbwalu in the mineral-rich
but volatile Ituri province

Agence France-Presse

X

QUESTION 1

X uses a planet's gravity to change a
spacecraft’s speed and direction
without using fuel. As the spacecraft
swings by, it gains (or loses)
momentum relative to the sun,
borrowing a small bit of the planet's
orbital energy. The Voyager missions
famously used this technique to get
to the outer Solar System. Name X.
X

QUESTION 2

In 1969, the physicist Roger Penrose
proposed that energy can be
extracted from a rotating black hole.
Within the __________ — the region
just outside the event horizon — an
object can be split in two, with one
fragment spiralling into the black
hole and the other escaping,
carrying away more energy than it
started with. Fill in the blank.
X

QUESTION 3

MHD generators produce electricity
by passing an electrically
conductive fluid, like an ionised gas,
through a magnetic field. The

moving charged particles induce a
current, converting kinetic and
thermal energy into electricity, no
turbines needed. MHD generators are
also highly e�icient, but still
experimental. What does MHD stand
for?
X

QUESTION 4

A quantum physical phenomenon
called the Y e�ect where two parallel,
uncharged conducting plates placed
really close together feel a force
pulling them together. It arises
because the plates restrict which
virtual particles can exist between
them versus outside, creating an
unequal pressure from which a very
small amount of energy can be
extracted. Name Y.
X

QUESTION 5

Name the form of power that
generates electricity from the
di�erence in salt concentration
between seawater and freshwater. As
water flows across a semi-permeable
membrane towards the saltier side,
pressure builds between them and
drives a turbine.

Answers to June 18 quiz:

1. When something you’ve just noticed seems to
be everywhere – Ans: Baader-Meinhof

phenomenon

2. Angle by which object flips in Dzhanibekov
e�ect – Ans: 180°

3. E�ect when a shampoo stream ‘leaps’
upwards – Ans: Kaye e�ect

4. When people respond to safety measures
with more risk-taking – Ans: Peltzman e�ect

5. Star for whom information suppression
backfiring e�ect is named – Ans: Barbara

Streisand

Visual: Magnus force

First contact:

Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol
Agrawal | Pankaj Gharde | Prem Nath Tiwari

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Unusual sources of energy

X

Visual: Name the turbine type described here. PUBLIC DOMAIN

Please send in your answers to 
science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth
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T
he Lucknow �re, which killed 15 people,
mostly students, and injured �ve others,
captures both the promise and the perils

of aspirational India. It re�ects a booming educa-
tion economy built around a growing services
sector, but also the unplanned urban growth and
regulatory failures that often accompany it. In-
dia’s young population, eager to acquire skills
and improve economic prospects, has fuelled an
ecosystem of coaching centres and training insti-
tutes, many of which operate outside formal reg-
ulatory frameworks, require low capital invest-
ment and generate high pro�ts. As advances in
arti�cial intelligence threaten to reshape employ-
ment patterns and formal educational institu-
tions struggle to keep pace with skill require-
ments, such centres are likely to proliferate. The
three-storey building where the �re occurred was
reportedly not authorised for commercial use,
yet it escaped demolition despite repeated notic-
es. According to the FIR by the civic authorities,
neither the owners nor the businesses operating
there had made adequate provisions for �re safe-
ty. Such violations are common across India,
where commercial and educational establish-
ments have little regard for basic safety norms.

The Lucknow incident is also part of a disturb-
ing pattern. This summer has witnessed a succes-
sion of major �re accidents across the country.
Public attention usually focuses on administra-
tive negligence, and o�cial explanations fre-
quently end with the phrase “electrical �re” — a
description that often conceals more than it re-
veals. Electrical �res can arise from several iden-
ti�able causes, including overloaded circuits
caused by growing use of appliances, harmonic
currents generated by sophisticated equipment
that create localised hotspots, poor-quality wir-
ing, and the absence of arc-fault protection devic-
es. Understanding these causes is key to prevent-
ing similar tragedies. This requires a stronger
culture of investigation. India su�ers from in-
adequate �re�ghting infrastructure and a shor-
tage of trained �re-forensics experts capable of
conducting rigorous root-cause analyses and re-
commending systemic remedies. Without such
expertise, lessons from each disaster remain li-
mited. The challenge therefore demands a na-
tional response. India’s ambition of becoming a
developed nation cannot be separated from the
imperative of ensuring public safety. Yet, many
buildings lack mandatory �re detection and sup-
pression systems that are standard in developed
countries. A Viksit Bharat must also be a Suraksh-
it Bharat. A nationwide assessment of building sa-
fety, even through a scienti�cally designed sam-
ple survey, would provide valuable data for
reform. The task may be large, but the human
and economic costs of inaction are far greater.

Viksit and Surakshit
The cost of inaction on safety issues is

more than that of enforcement

T
he southwest monsoon de�cit nation-
wide has increased from 35% to 43%; the
winds’ northward advance was stalled

near Mumbai; and both the U.S. NOAA and the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) expect a
moderate-to-strong El Niño this year. The El Niño
suppresses the vertical air movement needed for
rainclouds to form while a warming Paci�c is
weakening the trade winds that bring moisture to
the subcontinent. The Madden-Julian Oscillation
is also in an unfavourable phase and the Indian
Ocean Dipole currently cannot o�er a bu�er.
Further, while northwest India has received 5%
more rain than normal, central India and the
northeast face de�cits of 63% and 43%, respec-
tively. But with two-thirds of the seasonal rainfall
historically arriving in July and August, the mon-
soon may still recover and salvage the season. To-
gether with reservoir storage at 30.4% of capaci-
ty, compared with 25.1% during previous El Niño
years, there is no reason for alarm yet. However,
the e�ects for agriculture are more concerning.
The Agriculture Ministry has already prioritised
111 districts out of 315 vulnerable ones based on
their irrigation coverage. Extreme heat has been
reducing farm labour productivity. High heat and
rain shortfall have sown anxiety over the carda-
mom harvest in Idukki, a fate that bodes ill for
other plantation crops in the Western Ghats.

Both the kharif sowing window for rice, puls-
es, and oilseeds and the availability of fertilizers
could come under pressure, the latter due to Chi-
nese export curbs and tensions in West Asia,
heightening the risks of lower soil moisture and
higher input stress. Retail food in�ation was 4.2%
in April; further de�cits will especially threaten
vegetables and pulses, complicating the mone-
tary policy. The fundamental problem is the way
India has built its rural economy around the as-
sumption of reliable rainfall delivery. No adapta-
tion strategy can inde�nitely outpace unchecked
warming, so limiting future warming should
amount to reducing the extent of exposure. The
ideal sustainable strategies are to switch from
rain-centric to water-centric organisation, reduce
dependence on water-intensive crops, and im-
prove resilience. Pathways for the �rst two have
already been outlined. On the last, while the Agri-
culture Ministry’s extant contingency plans re-
�ect the need for adjustable sowing windows and
alternative seed varieties, the principal variable
remains implementation at scale. Second, the go-
vernment should consider a new authority to
coordinate inter-State water use and cropping
changes based on extended El Niño forecasts,
eliminating the cropping governance currently
fragmented between the Agriculture and Jal
Shakti Ministries, and the IMD.

Razor’s edge
High heat and low rainfall is threatening

agricultural produce

T
he decision by the United States
military to change the name of its naval
command in the region from “US
INDOPACOM” to “US PACOM” —

United States Indo-Paci�c Command to United
States Paci�c Command — reverting to its original
name that was changed in 2018 can be dismissed
as super�cial, even trivial. Many have already
responded with the Shakespearean “What’s in a
name?”, even as the U.S. Department of War
pointed out that US PACOM’s area of
responsibility, from “the waters o� the West
Coast of the United States to the western border
of India” or what had once been described as
“Hollywood to Bollywood, from polar bears to
penguins”, has never changed. In 2018, U.S.
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis said that the name
INDOPACOM was a recognition of the “growing
signi�cance” of the Indian Ocean, the Indian
subcontinent, and India itself, and the U.S.
dropped the term “Asia-Paci�c” to “Indo-Paci�c”. 

Current U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth
gave the signal, on May 30, that this
understanding has now changed, at his speech at
the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore —
compared to more than 30 references to the
“Indo-Paci�c” in his speech in 2025, his speech
this year contained not a single reference to the
Indo-Paci�c region or strategy. 

Given the centre stage that the U.S.’s
Indo-Paci�c policy has had in India’s strategic
calculus since 2018, it is necessary, therefore, to
go beyond the super�cial to the subterranean or
submarine, in this case. New Delhi must study
how broader trends in U.S. policy are attempting
to recast both the region and India’s position
within it in terms of three broader geographies.

U.S.-China ties and the Quad
The �rst, is the U.S.’s outreach to China, and
concurrently diminishing salience of the Quad
(India, Japan Australia, the U.S.), which Beijing
has always protested as an “exclusive clique” or
derisively as “ocean foam”. In the long term, the
U.S. and China cannot shy away from the �erce
rivalry between them, but it is clear that in the
immediate term, Trump 2.0 has decided to play
nice. 

U.S. President Donald Trump’s visit to Beijing
in May 2026 and Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
upcoming visit to the U.S. on September 24,
indicate that the two sides do not want their
di�erences to overcome the relationship, and the
U.S. is tiptoeing around the Taiwan issue. Mr.
Trump’s references to a “G-2”, including during a
press availability with Mr. Modi on the sidelines of
the 52nd G-7 summit in France ( June 15 to 17), are
an early warning of a plan to recast the world into
“spheres of in�uence”, where China would be the
predominant power in the continent, not as one
pole in a multipolar Asia, as India envisions.

As a result, the Quad, rebuilt in Trump 1.0 as a

counter to China in the region, appears to be
�oundering. The U.S.’s National Defense Strategy
released in January 2026 does not mention the
Quad even once. In terms of substance, the
Quad’s combined agenda has been pared down to
four areas of cooperation — maritime security,
economic prosperity, critical and emerging
minerals technology and disaster responses. Even
within these limited objectives, there have been
setbacks, such as over Arti�cial Intelligence
cooperation. Despite Quad countries signing on
to Pax Silica, and Critical Minerals Initiative
Framework with the U.S., the Trump
administration ordered Anthropic to end access
to its latest models for all non-Americans.

Another question concerns the Quad Summit,
which India has unsuccessfully sought to host
since January 2024. During U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s visit to Delhi in May 2026, he
o�ered no �rm commitment that Mr. Trump
would visit Delhi this year, amid indications that
the Quad may be relegated to a Foreign Ministers’
level grouping. The U.S. Navy’s reported actions
involving Iranian ship IRIS Dena (March 2006)
and recent attacks on three ships in which three
Indians were killed underscore maritime security
and domain awareness concerns within the Quad
framework. In July, when he hosts Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and travels to
Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi must discuss alternative
maritime coalitions and revive the
Australia-India-Japan trilateral.

The U.S.-Iran MoU and West Asia
The second geography of concern is West Asia.
The U.S. cease�re with Iran, after just a few
months of a surprisingly badly planned war, is
indicative of a general fatigue in Trump 2.0 with
U.S. friends and allies in the region. The situation
is even more volatile today than it was prior to
February 28, especially given the short shrift
Israel has received in negotiations with Iran, and
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s de�ance
over the cease�re for Lebanon.

A closer look at the 14-paragraph “Islamabad
MoU” released by Iran reveals several signals for
the region. Paragraph four states that the U.S.
commits to “remove its forces from the proximity
of the Islamic Republic of Iran” within 30 days
after the �nal deal. Paragraph �ve says that, after
the Hormuz Strait is demined, Iran and Oman
will de�ne the Strait’s future administration in
consultation with Persian Gulf littoral states. 

Paragraph 6 stipulates that the U.S., along with
regional allies, will provide at least $300 billion
for Iran’s reconstruction. These provisions imply
commitments on behalf of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC)
states while giving Iran leverage on key issues —
military, connectivity, and economic security.
Oman and Qatar are now closer to Iran than

before and have been part of the Pakistan-led
mediation process, while countries such as Saudi
Arabia are seeking new security arrangements
with Türkiye, Pakistan, and Ukraine.

India’s policy towards the region requires a
rapid revision in light of the post-war, post-deal
power structure. What was once a �nely balanced
approach now appears tilted towards Israel and
the United Arab Emirates. New Delhi must also
urgently reconsider its compliance with U.S.
sanctions on Iranian oil and the Chabahar port,
given Washington’s shifting positions.

The U.S. and South Asia
Finally, India must study the implications of U.S.
foreign policy decisions in its neighbourhood.
The appointment of Sergio Gor as both U.S.
Ambassador to India and Special Envoy for South
and Central Asia signals Washington’s growing
regional ambitions. New Delhi has pushed back
on attempts by the U.S. to become a supra entity
in South Asia, as well as its e�orts to resolve
intra-regional con�icts between India and
Pakistan. This ambition was hinted at during
Operation Sindoor (May 2025), and repeated by
Mr. Trump over the past year, especially as he
met the Pakistani leadership many times in this
period. 

Mr. Gor’s recent travels to Kathmandu,
Thimphu, Dhaka and Colombo indicate that the
U.S. is keen to broaden its e�orts across the
region. In the absence of e�ective pan-regional
frameworks such as the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) — both are
constrained by New Delhi’s political tensions with
Islamabad and Dhaka — it is clear that the U.S. is
entering into competition with China for
in�uence in South Asia. 

Beijing has already built several mechanisms
for cooperation with South Asia, and both powers
side-stepping India. India, as chair of the Indian
Ocean Rim Association, and with Mr. Modi due to
attend the planned BIMSTEC summit in
Bangladesh and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit in Pakistan next year,
has an opportunity to reassert its regional
leadership. Given the opportunities, a revival of
the SAARC grouping and other pan-regional
initiatives must be considered.

Concerns over the U.S.’s moves across India’s
geographies may seem contrary to the bonhomie
at the Modi-Trump meeting at the G-7 meet in
France, and the red carpet for Mr. Rubio’s India
visit. Shorn of the rhetoric, however, the trends in
U.S. policy are clear, and New Delhi must plan
accordingly, acknowledging that the shifts run far
deeper than the ripples on the surface caused by
a dropped pre�x.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

PACOM, the deeper meaning behind a dropped pre�x

Suhasini Haidar

The U.S.’s
reversion from
INDOPACOM to
PACOM
suggests that its
regional shifts
run deeper
than a simple
name change

O
n May 26, 2026, the Supreme Court of
India delivered a landmark judgment
with implications for public health policy.

Hearing a writ petition �led by SaveLIFE
Foundation in October 2024, a Bench of Justices
J.K. Maheshwari and Atul S. Chandurkar, in
SaveLIFE Foundation & Anr. vs Union of India &
Ors., held that the right to trauma care is an
integral part of the right to life under Article 21 of
the Constitution. The Court ruled that this right
extends from the site of injury to de�nitive
hospital treatment and issued nine binding
directions to the Union, States and Union
Territories, with implementation timelines
ranging from three to six months.

Around 4.67 lakh Indians die every year from
injuries such as road crashes, falls, burns,
drowning, industrial mishaps, �res and disasters,
according to National Crime Records Bureau data.
Road crashes alone account for nearly 1.77 lakh
deaths. Trauma is the leading cause of death
among Indians aged 18-45. The Law Commission
(201st Report) has estimated that half of
road-crash fatalities could be prevented with
timely care, while a 2021 NITI Aayog-AIIMS
Emergency and Injury Care Report found that at
least 30% of deaths are linked to delays in
emergency response. India does not lack policies
or guidelines; what it has lacked is a uniform,
enforceable trauma-care framework.

What the top court has held
The Bench built on earlier jurisprudence. In
Parmanand Katara vs Union of India (1989), the
Court recognised the duty of doctors to render
emergency aid. In Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor
Samiti vs State of West Bengal (1996), it read access
to emergency care into Article 21. In the present
order, Article 21, the Court held, covers the entire
chain that connects an injured person to medical
care: the bystander, the emergency call, the
ambulance, the paramedic, the receiving facility.

The framing imposes a positive obligation on the
state to build and sustain an integrated trauma
response system.

This matters because survival in trauma
depends on systems rather than on individual
institutions. A well-equipped hospital cannot
compensate for a delayed ambulance. An
ambulance cannot help if the bystander is afraid
to call. A trauma surgeon cannot save a patient
who never reaches the hospital in time.

A cooperative federalism approach
Public health, hospitals and ambulance services
fall under the State List in the Seventh Schedule,
making cooperation between the Union and the
States essential for a uniform trauma-care
framework. Compliance a�davits and
information notes �led by 34 States and Union
Territories indicate a willingness to implement
Union policies and standardise trauma care.
Accepting the Attorney General’s submission that
the Union should act as an enabler, the Bench
called for “sustained and concerted e�orts” by
both levels of government. The directions do not
alter the constitutional division of powers; they
provide judicial backing to existing frameworks
such as Prime Minister - Road Accident Victims’
Hospitalisation and Assured Treatment (PM
RAHAT), the National Ambulance Code AIS-125,
Emergency Response Support System (ERSS)-112,
the emergency medical technician (EMT)
curriculum, the Good Samaritan Rules and the
Health Ministry’s trauma-care guidelines.

The directions fall into �ve clusters. On
communications, all emergency numbers (100,
101, 102, 108, 1033, 1091 and their State variants)
must be integrated into helpline 112 within three
months, with mass media publicity. On bystander
protection, every State must set up physical and
digital grievance-redress systems for Good
Samaritans, with nodal authorities at the State
and district levels. On pre-hospital response, all

registered ambulances, public and private, must
comply with the National Ambulance Code, carry
GPS integrated in real time with helpline 112, and
undergo structured audits of response times and
clinical outcomes. States must also adopt the
National Commission for Allied and Healthcare
Professions (NCAHP)-noti�ed EMT curriculum.
On hospitals, trauma facilities must be graded
and designated so their capabilities are
transparent. On �nance, States have eight weeks
to operationalise PM RAHAT, the Centre’s
cashless treatment scheme for road-crash
victims; non-implementation will count as a
violation of the Motor Vehicles Act. The Court has
additionally directed the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare to notify a national medical
rescue protocol and a Trauma Registry data
format, with State trauma registries to link up to a
coordinated national registry.

A follow-up, the challenges
The order’s signi�cance lies as much in its
compliance architecture as in its constitutional
declaration. Copies will be sent to every Chief
Secretary, Action Taken Reports must be �led
with the Court Registry, and the Attorney General
of India is to monitor implementation. The
matter has been listed to be heard again in about
four months for further directions.

Implementation will be challenging. State
capacity varies widely, ambulance networks
remain uneven, and helpline integration has
lagged for long. The burden of inaction, however,
has shifted. States must now demonstrate
progress before the Court. For an injured Indian,
the question after a crash or a fall should no
longer be which number to call, whether help
will arrive, or whether there is a capable hospital
nearby. The Court has settled the constitutional
question; governments must now ensure that
timely and e�ective trauma care becomes a
reality.

Clearing the road to timely trauma care in India

Piyush Tewari 

The Founder and

the CEO of SaveLIFE

Foundation, a

non-profit committed

to saving lives

through road safety

and trauma care

Judicial
oversight may
�nally realise
the
constitutional
right to 
trauma care

Chief Minister’s speech

It is clear from Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay’s maiden speech,
laced with ‘punch
dialogues’, in the Tamil
Nadu Assembly that he has
not yet fully outgrown his
passion for acting. His
dramatic ‘hand movement’
may have delighted his
fans, but they were out of
place on the floor of the
august House. A substantial

from its consecration.
Reports of alleged
embezzlement and pilferage
of donations are deeply
upsetting for devotees. The
perpetrators must be
brought to book at the
earliest to restore public
trust.

Aanya Singhal,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

decorum to the House; only
then can governance
receive the attention it
deserves.
S. Sanjeevi Rao,

Puducherry

Hand in the till

It is distressing that the
Ram temple is in the
limelight for all the wrong
reasons, especially since the
government has sought to
derive political dividends

The Chief Minister’s gestures
and dramatic flourishes,
accompanied by gleeful
clapping and hooting from
the Treasury benches to
score political points over
the Opposition, resembled a
scene from a masala
potboiler rather than a
legislative debate.
Such conduct is an a�ront
to the intelligence of the
electorate. Our lawmakers
would do well to restore

the electoral defeat of DMK
president M.K. Stalin
through a “short story” was
also unnecessary. That said,
Mr. Vijay deserves credit for
giving greater
representation to Dalits and
women in his Ministry, and
for rea�irming his
commitment to secularism,
social justice and ending
illegal mining.
G. David Milton,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

portion of his speech was
devoted to self-praise and
DMK-bashing. Mr. Vijay
cannot shirk responsibility
by claiming that he has
inherited long-standing
problems and that
addressing them will take
time. 
His foremost priorities
should be preventing
crimes against women and
curbing the drug menace in
the State. His reference to
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STATE OF PLAY

T
he row over the Meke-
datu dam project,
which has been a

thorn in the relationship bet-
ween Tamil Nadu and Karna-
taka, has resurfaced with the
Tamil Nadu Assembly adopt-
ing a unanimous resolution
against the Karnataka govern-
ment’s proposal for construct-
ing a drinking water-cum-ba-
lancing reservoir across the
Cauvery river at Mekedatu. 

The reason for the resolu-
tion was apparently the prepa-
ration on the part of the upper
riparian State to go ahead with
the submission of a revised
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
on the Mekedatu proposal in
light of the Supreme Court dis-
missing Tamil Nadu’s petition
to review a November 2025
decision; the court termed the
State’s challenge to Karnata-
ka’s proposed dam as “prema-
ture”. The project envisages
impounding 67.16 thousand
million cubic ft (TMC ft)
through a ₹9,000-crore drink-
ing water-cum-balancing re-
servoir at Mekedatu, about
100 km from Bengaluru. It
would have a 400 MW (mega-
watt) hydro power compo-
nent but no irrigation compo-
nent. 

In the Supreme Court’s
2018 judgment on the Cauvery
dispute, Karnataka had been
sanctioned an additional 4.75
TMC for Bengaluru’s drinking
water requirements.

On the face of it, the Meke-
datu project, which is being
proposed to cater to Bengalu-
ru’s requirements, should not
even be a matter of concern to
the lower riparian State. But
what is complicating the issue
is the trust de�cit between the
two riparian States, as a result
of which Tamil Nadu views the

proposal with suspicion for
legitimate reasons. The lower
riparian State’s basic point is
that the Cauvery being de�cit,
no new project is permissible. 

Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and his col-
leagues have said that the new
dam will bene�t Tamil Nadu
too as it will serve as a balanc-
ing reservoir to regulate the
�ood �ows from the upstream
Krishnaraja Sagar and Kabini
to the Mettur dam down-
stream in the lower riparian
State. 

A tense negotiation
In the last 10-odd years, the
Tamil Nadu Assembly has
passed, on several occasions,
motions against the project. 

However, a new element to
the contentious matter is the
lower riparian State’s demand
for a tribunal to examine the
pros and cons of the project.
Though the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment sent a formal com-
munication on March 4 to the
Centre, this was kept under
wraps till June 19, the day on
which the House adopted the
resolution. 

The previous Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam government,
which took the decision to
seek a tribunal for the project,
had, for inexplicable reasons,
maintained silence and the
present Tamilaga Vettri Kaha-
gam government too followed
suit till now. 

However, the Leader of Op-
position and former Deputy

Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin disclosed it last week in
the House and requested
Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
to include it in the resolution.
Mr Vijay immediately agreed
to the request but former
Chief Minister and the All In-
dia Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
pointed out that there was a
procedural lapse with regard
to the way the amendment
was incorporated in the
resolution.

When Tamil Nadu had pur-
sued the concept of a tribunal
in the past to resolve the basic
dispute over the sharing of
Cauvery river water, it had
done so after attending 23 bi-
lateral or tripartite or multi-
stakeholder meetings involv-
ing the governments of Karna-
taka, Kerala, and the Union
Territory of Puducherry, be-
sides the Central government.
However, in the last 15 years,
not even one meeting took
place between the two princi-
pal States on the Mekedatu is-
sue. Under such circumstanc-
es, it is not known whether
the Union government will
take a sympathetic view of Ta-
mil Nadu’s request, as the In-
ter-State River Water Disputes
Act requires the Centre to ac-
cept the demand for a tribunal
only when it is convinced that
the dispute cannot be settled
through negotiations. 

Even if the idea is acceded
to, there is no guarantee that
Tamil Nadu will be able to suc-
ceed in its plan of scrapping
the project. 

To safeguard the interests
of farmers and ensure that the
drinking water requirements
of Bengaluru be met, the two
States can explore the possi-
bility of building a dam in Ra-
simanal, which is in Tamil Na-
du, for a similar capacity. 

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in

Furore over the Mekedatu project 
Tamil Nadu may be waging a losing battle in its �ght to get the project scrapped

T. Ramakrishnan
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Madras, June 24: The west coast is likely to
receive heavy rain in the next two days.
According to a special bulletin issued by the
weather o�ce here, a well-marked trough of low
pressure has formed in the east Arabian Sea
over Lakshadweep and o� the Kerala,
Karnataka, Goa coast. 

A low pressure area also lies over the central
and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal o�
Andhra and Orissa coast.

The southwest monsoon will revive over
Kerala and coastal Karnataka in the next 48
hours and widespread rain is expected over
Lakshadweep and in Kerala and coastal
Karnataka. Isolated heavy rain is likely in the
extreme western parts of interior Karnataka
during the same period. Squally weather will
prevail over Lakshadweep and along and o� the
Kerala and Karnataka coast during the next two
days.

Our Trivandrum correspondent reports:
Conditions are now becoming favourable for

the strengthening of the southwest monsoon
over Kerala according to a special weather
bulletin issued by the Meteorological Centre,
Trivandrum.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 25, 1976

Heavy rain likely along west
coast

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Rugby, June 25: The jubilee of the telephone is
being celebrated today.

At the institution of Electrical Engineers, Sir
Oliver Lodge delivered a lecture, which was
broadcast, on the history of the development of
the telephone. Newspapers pay tributes to the
memory of Professor Alexander Graham Bell,
who is regarded as “the father of the telephone.”
The story is retold how Mr. Bell, a native of
Edinburgh, married a girl who had the
misfortune to be deaf and how he tried to invent
an instrument that would enable her to hear. He
chanced to discover the machine that enabled
one to hear from a long distance. This he
patented in America where he and his wife were
living. He brought his invention to England in
1877 and England’s �rst telephone company was
registered in June of the following year. The �rst
exchange was opened in August, 1879 at
Coleman Street in the City of London with fewer
than a dozen subscribers.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 25, 1926

Jubilee of the telephone

I
ndia is entering a new
demographic phase. The
latest Sample Registration
System data puts the

country’s total fertility rate at 1.9
children per woman, below both
the global average of 2.2 and the
replacement level of 2.1 needed to
keep a population stable. For a
country that has long worried
about population growth, this
marks an important turn.

However, the decline is not
uniform. Rural fertility is still
around the replacement mark,
while urban fertility has fallen to
1.5. The sharper divide is
geographic. Delhi’s fertility rate
stands at an ultra-low of 1.2, while
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal are at 1.3. These levels are
lower than those in the United
States (1.6), Finland (1.4), and
Japan (1.3). At the other end, Bihar
remains at 2.9, followed by Uttar
Pradesh (2.6), Madhya Pradesh
(2.4), and Rajasthan (2.3). 

The implication is that India has
crossed into low fertility as a
nation, but not as one
demographic economy. While
some States are already moving
rapidly towards ageing, others still
have large cohorts set to enter the
labour force over the next two
decades. India must create
productive opportunities for
young workers in poorer and
younger States, while
strengthening income, care, and
health systems for older
populations where fertility has
already fallen very low. 

A di�cult shift
The transition could indeed be
challenging. Western Europe and
Japan aged after they had
industrialised, brought a large
share of workers into formal
employment, widened their tax
systems, and built welfare
institutions with some capacity for
risk-pooling. Even then, ageing
strained public �nances; Japan
saw the burden push public debt
above 200% of GDP. 

India enters the same
demographic passage on a weaker
institutional and �scal base. Its

per-capita income is around
$2,800. Its direct tax base remains
narrow, with net direct taxpayers
accounting for only about 6% of
the total population. State
governments, tasked with much of
the social-sector response, are
already �scally stretched. 

The labour-market base is just
as fragile. Since most workers
spend their lives in informal or
semi-formal work, old-age income
security remains largely outside
formal employment contracts. A
contribution-based pension
system works best when earnings
are predictable, employment is
formal, and workers can save
regularly over decades. In India,
that assumption holds for only a
minority of the workforce. 

Existing public safety nets
acknowledge this vulnerability but
do not provide meaningful income
security. The Atal Pension Yojana
assumes sustained contributions
across one’s working life, which is
di�cult for informal workers with
volatile incomes. The old-age
pension under the National Social
Assistance Programme remains
₹200 a month for those aged 60 to
79 and ₹500 for those above 80.
Such support does not protect the
elderly from dependence. 

Income security, however, is
only one part of the problem. For
generations, India’s welfare state
has been partly hidden inside the
household. The joint family,
co-resident children, and unpaid
female care absorbed many of the
costs of old age. That arrangement
is weakening under the pressure
of urbanisation, migration,
nuclear households, and women’s
educational and work aspirations.
Studies of left-behind elderly
parents show that while children’s
migration improves monetary
resources, it worsens loneliness
and health vulnerability. 

To be sure, India has about 150
million people aged 60 and above.
By 2050, that number is projected
to rise to 347 million, or nearly
one-�fth of the population. Yet the
income base of old age remains
weak. NITI Aayog has noted that
70% of the elderly depend on

others while 78% have no pension
cover. These numbers explain why
India needs an in�ation-indexed
minimum pension �oor, not as a
substitute for contributory
pensions, but as a basic layer of
public risk-pooling for old age. 

Ageing will also change the
nature of healthcare demand. The
pressure will come from the
long-term management of
hypertension, diabetes, dementia,
disability, and palliative
dependence. India has shown that
sustained public investment can
alter demographic outcomes. It
did so for fertility, institutional
deliveries, and child survival. The
same mission-mode action will
now be needed for embedding
geriatric care into nursing
practice, district health planning,
and primary care.

The question of migration
The transition also has a federal
dimension. The fastest-ageing
States will increasingly need
workers from younger States. This
could be a source of national
balance, but only if younger States
invest aggressively in education,
health, and skills, so that their
workers do not merely move into
low-wage informality elsewhere. It
will also require older, richer, and
more urbanised States to treat
migrants not as temporary labour
but as citizens who help sustain
their economies and therefore
deserve portable protection. A
national labour market cannot rest
on welfare systems tied narrowly
to domicile. If workers move
across State borders, their
entitlements must move with
them. Portability of welfare
bene�ts must be one of the
foundations of an ageing economy. 

International evidence shows
that low fertility can accompany
prosperity. The di�culty is that
India is entering mass ageing
before completing the transitions
that made ageing manageable
elsewhere. India’s low-fertility
future will be sustainable only if
stronger public systems gradually
assume responsibilities that large
families once carried quietly.

Sustaining India’s low-fertility future 

Amarendu Nandy

Associate Professor,
Economics & Public
Policy Area, Indian
Institute of
Management (IIM)
Ranchi. Views are
personal

Since most
workers spend
their lives in
informal or
semi-formal
work, old-age
income security
remains largely
outside formal
employment
contracts

T
he Taliban’s draconian res-
trictions over the past �ve
years have led to Afghan

women facing an unprecedented
rollback of rights and freedoms. As
universities and many formal
workplaces become inaccessible, a
growing number of women are
turning to small-scale entrepre-
neurship as one of the few remain-
ing avenues to earn a livelihood.
According to World Bank and ILO
estimates, female labour-force par-
ticipation declined from 14.6% in
2021 to 5.2% in 2022 and stood at
approximately 5.1% in 2024 and
2025. Male participation remained
close to 70% (Chart 1).

Data from Afghanistan’s Nation-
al Statistics and Information Auth-
ority shows the scale of the exclu-
sion. In 2019, Afghan universities
enrolled 54,861 female students.
By 2023-24, that number had fal-
len to just 102, and by 2024-25 no
female students were recorded in
any universities. Female admis-
sions followed a similar trajectory,
dropping from 16,496 new en-
trants in 2019 to zero in both 2023-
24 and 2024-25. Female graduates
also disappeared from the system,
falling from 9,937 in 2019 to 67 in
2023-24 and none in 2024-25
(Chart 2). Male enrolment also de-
clined over the same period. UN-
ICEF and UNESCO have attributed
the deterioration in educational
outcomes to a combination of res-
trictive policies, chronic underin-
vestment, recurring humanitarian
crisis, widespread learning pover-
ty, and teacher shortages.

These �gures re�ect the impact
of Taliban policies that have
barred women and girls from se-
condary and higher education. Ad-
ditionally, more than 80% of fe-
male media workers lost their jobs
when the Taliban returned.

As opportunities in education
and formal employment nar-
rowed, many women turned to bu-

sinesses. Data cited by the Afghan
Women’s Chamber of Commerce
and Industry indicates that regis-
tered women-owned businesses
increased from 2,421 before the
restrictions to 9,162 afterward,
while estimates of informal wo-
men-owned enterprises rose from
52,000 to 1,20,000 (Chart 3). Ma-
nufacturing (43%), services (30%)
and trade (19%) were the largest
sectors, including tailoring, handi-
crafts, carpet weaving and food
processing. 

As Afghanistan grapples with
economic challenges and interna-
tional isolation, Taliban o�cials
have framed support for women-
led businesses as part of a broader
push for economic self-su�ciency.
In a Reuters interview, acting com-
merce minister Haji Nooruddin
Azizi said, “We always support wo-
men investors” and “We will sup-
port any item which can help us
for self-su�ciency.” 

While the number of women-
owned enterprises has grown, a
2024 UNDP survey of 3,122 wo-
men-led SMEs across 18 provinces
highlights the challenges facing
women entrepreneurs. Only 28%
were formally registered and li-
censed, while nearly two-thirds
operated without registration
(Chart 4).

The lack of formal registration
limits access to markets, �nance
and opportunities for growth. The
strain is evident in the fact that 41%
women entrepreneurs reported
being in debt. However, only 5%
had obtained loans from formal
banks; for in order to secure a
loan, you need to have a business
background, a recommendation
letter, and property documents
which many Afghan women lack.
So they primarily rely on family
networks and personal savings to
fund their businesses (Table 1).

As universities close their doors
to women and their labour force
participation remains among the
lowest in the world, small busi-
nesses have become an economic
lifeline for thousands of Afghan
women seeking an income.

Afghan women are increasingly turning to entrepreneurship 
Female labour-force participation has fallen to around 5% while women’s university enrolment has dropped from nearly 55,000 students in 2019 to zero

Devyanshi Bihani
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New tuberculosis cases 
found in Maharashtra
in 35 days

6,111
Maharashtra has

detected 6,111 new

tuberculosis (TB)

cases within the first 35 days of the

Centre's 100-day TB-Free India campaign,

while 11,091 villages in the State were

identified as high-risk through an AI-based

assessment system. Villages in Nagpur,

Yavatmal, Amravati, Nashik and Raigad

were among those identified. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Children killed by
Israel between
October 2023-2025

20,000 An 

inquiry

under the UN Human Rights Council called

Independent International Commission of

Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian

Territory, said in its report on Tuesday that

30% of the Palestinians killed from October

2023 to October 2025, over 20,000 in total,

were children. PTI

Number of persons
who lost their food
stamps in the U.S.

4.7
Over 4.7 million people have

lost Supplemental Nutrition

Assistance Program benefits,

also known as food stamps, since U.S.

President Donald Trump’s signature tax

and spending law took effect last July, as

per data through March from the U.S.

Department of Agriculture. Changes to

U.S’s second-largest social safety-net

programme took hold fastest in Arizona. PTI

Monthly transaction
volumes on BHIM 
app in May

244
In million. The

transaction volumes of

the BHIM Payments App

more than tripled between June 2025 and

May 2026, according to NPCI BHIM Services

Limited. Monthly transaction volumes on

the app, developed by NPCI BHIM Services

Limited, rose from 79.64 million in June

2025 to 244 million in May 2026, a release

said on Wednesday. PTI

Number of Syrian
convicts transferred
home by Lebanon

128
Lebanon has transferred

128 Syrian convicts to

their home country, a

Lebanese security source said on

Wednesday, marking the second batch of

handovers under an agreement the two

sides signed earlier this year. Overcrowded

Lebanese prisons host around 2,000 Syrian

nationals held on various charges. AFP
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The story so far: 

T
he Delhi High Court has
quashed the �rst information
report (FIR) registered by the
Economic O�ences Wing

(EOW) of the Delhi Police and the
consequent money laundering
proceedings initiated by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) against news portal
NewsClick and its editor-in-chief, Prabir
Purkayastha, over allegations of foreign
funding. Holding the action to be a “mala
�de and arbitrary” exercise of power,
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna said it
amounted to an abuse of the legal process
and posed a threat to free and
independent journalism.

What were the allegations against
NewsClick?
The proceedings stemmed from two cases
registered in 2020 by the EOW of the
Delhi Police and the ED. The EOW case
originated from a letter dated June 26,
2020, written by Sobhan Singh, who was
an informant and not an aggrieved party,
to the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, alleging that PPK NewsClick
Studios Pvt. Ltd. had misappropriated
funds and violated foreign direct
investment (FDI) norms. The
communication was subsequently
forwarded by Vijay Kaushik, Under
Secretary in the Ministry, following which
the EOW registered an FIR.

The FIR alleged that NewsClick had
received an investment of $1.5 million
from Worldwide Media Holdings LLC, a
Delaware-based entity in the United
States, at an in�ated share valuation. The
investigating agency claimed that the
premium at which the shares were issued
was intended to circumvent the 26% cap
on foreign investment in digital news
media. However, the investment
agreement had been signed in March
2018, and the funds received in April
2018, more than a year before the 26%
cap was introduced through a
government press note on September 18,
2019.

The allegation that NewsClick had
manipulated its share valuation also
formed the basis of the alleged violations
under the Foreign Exchange Management
(Transfer or Issue of Security by a Person
Resident Outside India) Regulations, 2017
(FEMA). The regulations require that
shares issued by an Indian entity to a
foreign investor be valued in accordance
with an internationally accepted pricing
methodology and not be transferred
below fair value.

The record also showed that, before
receiving the investment, NewsClick had
written to the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry in December 2017
seeking clari�cation on whether online
news portals were subject to the FDI
restrictions applicable to print media. In
January 2018, the Ministry responded that
“online publications on website/web
portal do not fall under the ambit of print
media”.

During the proceedings, reference was
made to a status report dated July 26,
2021, signed by Assistant Commissioner
of Police Anil Kumar of the EOW and
supplied to NewsClick’s counsel. The
report incorporated a response from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) stating that
the foreign remittance had come through
the automatic route and that no FEMA
violation was disclosed.

However, on July 29, 2021, the state
sought to distance itself from the report
and requested permission from the court
to �le a fresh status report. When a
revised report was eventually �led on
October 4, 2021, the RBI’s observations
were omitted. The EOW nevertheless
maintained that NewsClick, despite being
a loss-making entity, had received FDI at
in�ated valuations and alleged that the
share valuation mechanism had been
used to bypass regulatory restrictions. It
further claimed that 45% of the foreign
investment had been diverted.

Within a week of the FIR being
registered, the ED initiated proceedings
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) by registering an
Enforcement Case Information Report
(ECIR), similar to an FIR, on the basis of
the same allegations. The predicate
o�ences cited in the FIR included
criminal breach of trust, cheating and
criminal conspiracy.

How did the UAPA case against
NewsClick unfold?
Apart from the proceedings under FEMA
and the PMLA, Mr. Purkayastha and
NewsClick’s head of human resources,
Amit Chakravarty, also faced prosecution
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA). In October 2023, the Special
Cell of the Delhi Police arrested the duo
following a report published by The New
York Times alleging links between
NewsClick’s funding and Chinese
state-backed propaganda e�orts. Mr.
Chakravarty subsequently turned
approver and was released from custody.

Mr. Purkayastha remained in Tihar Jail
for nearly seven months before the
Supreme Court, in May 2024, declared his
arrest illegal and set aside the remand
order. The court found that neither he
nor his counsel had been furnished with
the written grounds of arrest before he
was remanded to custody.

A Bench comprising Justices B.R. Gavai
and Sandeep Mehta held that
communication of the grounds of arrest
in writing by the investigating agency was
“sacrosanct and cannot be breached
under any situation”. The Bench
observed that failure to furnish the
grounds of arrest would violate the
fundamental right guaranteed under
Article 22(1) of the Constitution, which
provides that no arrested person shall be
detained without being informed of the
grounds of arrest and shall not be denied

the right to consult and be defended by a
legal practitioner of their choice.

Accordingly, Mr. Purkayastha was
thereafter released on the grounds of not
being provided a “communication of the
grounds of arrest in written”, thus
vitiating the arrest and subsequent
remand.

What were the court’s �ndings on the
alleged FDI violations?
On the allegation of FDI violations, the
court noted that the correspondence
issued by the RBI approving the
transaction between NewsClick and
Worldwide Media Holdings LLC was
su�cient to demonstrate that no violation
had occurred. The court reasoned that
the transaction had been cleared by the
very regulator within whose domain the
alleged o�ence fell. It also took note of the
fact that no FDI cap on digital news media
existed at the time the investment was
made.

Justice Krishna also rejected the State’s
allegation that over 45% of the foreign
investment had been siphoned o�
through salary payments, consultancy
fees and rent. Referring to the company’s
�nancial records, the court noted that its
expenditure exceeded its revenue during
the relevant period.

“When a company is functioning,
especially in the business of digital print
media, such expenses are bound to occur.
Even if it is accepted that there were
overpayments and excessive expenditure
incurred by the petitioner, it does not
disclose any criminal o�ence. The
allegation of siphoning is, therefore, not
tenable,” the judge said.

Why did the court �nd that the
o�ences of cheating and criminal
breach of trust were not made out?
With regard to the o�ences of cheating
under Section 415 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and criminal breach of trust
under Section 406, the court pointed to
the absence of any aggrieved party. It
noted that Worldwide Media Holdings
LLC, the entity that had invested funds in
NewsClick, had never lodged any criminal
complaint. The court further observed
that the prosecution had failed to identify
any person who could be said to have
been deceived, cheated or otherwise
su�ered any grievance on account of the
transaction.

The court also highlighted that Mr.
Singh, on whose complaint the FIR was

registered, had no direct involvement in
the transaction. It held that a commercial
investment made in exchange for shares
could not, by itself, amount to an
entrustment of property so as to attract
the o�ence of criminal breach of trust.

What did the court say about the
money laundering charge?
The ED’s money laundering case was
primarily based on the allegation that Mr.
Purkayastha and others had conspired to
bring foreign funds into India through an
investment in NewsClick. It is alleged that
₹9.59 crore (approximately $1.5 million)
was routed into the country under the
guise of an investment in digital media,
thereby attracting the o�ence of criminal
conspiracy under Section 120B of the IPC.
According to the agency, Mr. Purkayastha
had colluded with Jason Pfetcher of
Worldwide Media Holdings LLC and
American businessman Neville Roy
Singham in facilitating the in�ow of funds.

The court, however, rejected the
contention and pointed out that a charge
of conspiracy requires material indicating
an agreement to commit an illegal act or
to achieve a lawful objective through
unlawful means. Apart from what it
described as “bald assertions”, the court
found no material to suggest the existence
of any such agreement or unlawful
design. It further noted that despite the
ED carrying out extensive investigations
for nearly a year and a half, during which
the petitioners and several employees
were repeatedly summoned, no
incriminating material had been placed
on record.

“Aside from bald assertions of there
being a criminal conspiracy, there is not a
whisper of any incriminating allegation
which would even remotely suggest the
commission of the o�ence punishable
under Section 4 of the PMLA (punishment
for money laundering),” the court
observed.

Having found the allegation of criminal
conspiracy untenable, the court went on
to hold that the ED’s money laundering
case could not survive once the
underlying FIR was quashed. Relying on
the Supreme Court’s decision in Vijay
Madanlal Choudhary v. Union of India
(2022), it observed that where the
predicate o�ence is set aside, money
laundering proceedings founded on the
same set of allegations cannot be
sustained against the accused.
Consequently, the ECIR was also quashed.

Why was the NewsClick case quashed?
Did NewsClick violate FDI rules or FEMA regulations? How did the absence of an FDI cap at the time a�ect the case? What role did the RBI’s approval play in the

ruling? What happened in the UAPA case against Prabir Purkayastha?

Journalists protest police actions against news portalNewsClick at Press Club of India, New Delhi, in October, 2023. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

The FIR alleged that NewsClick
had received an investment of
$1.5 million from Worldwide
Media Holdings LLC, a
Delaware-based entity in the
United States, at an inflated
share valuation. 

�

The court noted that the
correspondence issued by the
RBI approving the transaction
between NewsClick and
Worldwide Media Holdings LLC
was su�icient to demonstrate
that no violation had occurred.

�

The court held that in the
absence of any aggrieved
party, charges of cheating and
criminal breach of trust could
not be made out.

Aaratrika Bhaumik
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

A reimaging of James Bond from the
studio behind the Hitman series.
X

QUESTION 2

The latest instalment of the
long-running survival-horror franchise.
You play as dual protagonists.
X

QUESTION 3

This new IP from Capcom follows an
astronaut and an Android youngling
as they fight their way through AI
threats while trying to return to Earth. 
X

QUESTION 4

A meditative yet tense
mountain-climbing survival game with
stunning landscapes. 

X

QUESTION 5

From the makers of Returnal, this
third-person roguelite shooter is set on a
shape-shifting planet. Fast-paced combat
and elements of cosmic horror elevate the
gameplay. The main character is Arjun
Devraj.
X

QUESTION 6

____________ is a 90s’ coming-of-age
narrative adventure game complete with
stop-motion inspired animation and a
loaded jukebox. It chronicles the last day of
summer of three high-school friends. Fill in
the blank.
X

QUESTION 7

This hard to play 2-D game with an
anthropomorphic mouse evokes retro
nostalgia with its pixel-art aesthetic and has
generated constant Game of the Year buzz. 

Questions and answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. Who holds the record of scoring the most goals in a single
World Cup match? Ans: Oleg Salenko, Russia 

2. Who holds the record of having played in most minutes in
World Cup history? Ans: Lionel Messi, Argentina – 2315

minutes till 2022 edition

3. Who is the only player to have won the Golden Ball and Golden
Glove awards in the same World Cup tournament? Ans: Oliver

Kahn, Germany

4. Who won the Golden Boot and Golden Ball in the same World
Cup and was part of the winning team?Ans: Paolo Rossi of Italy 

5. Who has won the World Cup as a player, coach/manager and
also won the Best Young Player award? Ans: Franz

Beckenbauer, Germany

6. Which country withdrew from the 1950 World Cup because
FIFA required players to wear boots, while they were accustomed
to playing barefoot? Ans: India

7. Visual: Who holds the records for youngest goal, hat-trick, and
final goal in World Cup history? Ans: Pele

Early Birds

Tamal Biswas| Piyali Tuli| Sudhir Thapa| Suchit Narottam

THE DAILY QUIZ

As we enter the second half of 2026, here’s a quiz on video games released so far.
Identify the titles from the hints provided below

X

Visual Question: Unarguably the most
awaited video game of the year.
Pre-orders are expected to begin today.
Identify the open-world video game title
from the promotional still.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

“Hi, Sorry, I’m late.”
“I have been waiting for an hour.

Where have you been?”
“I went to see my cousin Vishvanath at

the nursing home. He is going to be
operated tomorrow. His appendix is being
removed.”

“Doctors usually perform an operation
on someone. They don’t ‘operate’
someone, they ‘operate on’ someone.
Your cousin is being operated on for
appendicitis tomorrow.”

“Operated on, eh? I see. How does this
sound? The surgeon said that he planned
to operate on the Principal some time
next week.”

“Why don’t you leave your Principal
out of your examples! Last week my best
friend’s mother was operated on. Tell me,
who is the doctor who is going....”

“....I heard this morning that the
doctor who is going to operate on my
cousin isn’t very good.”

“Who told you that?”
“Madhu. He said that the last person

that this doctor operated, died on the... I
mean that the last person that the doctor
operated on died on the operation table.”

“That’s terrible. Did you tell your
cousin about this?”

“Yes, I did. But he is not at all worried.
According to his opinion, if someone....”

“....you cannot say ‘according to his
opinion’. You can either say, ‘according to
him/her’, or ‘in his/her opinion’.”

“I see. According to the doctors the
operation is a minor one.”

“In the doctors’ opinion the operation
is a minor one.”

“According to my cousin, the operation
is so minor that even a medical student
could perform it with his eyes closed.”

“Perform an operation with one’s eyes
closed! Good grief! In my opinion your
cousin isn’t taking things seriously.”

“That’s what my father thinks too!
According to me, both of you....oops,
sorry! You cannot say, ‘according to me’,
right?”

“That’s right! It’s always ‘according to
someone else’. If you want to express an
opinion, then you have to say....”

“....in my opinion. In my opinion you
correct me too often.”

“That’s a good example. Or you could
say, ‘If you ask me, you correct me too
often’.”

“If you ask me, there is too much
corruption our country.”

“Let’s not start talking about it please.
People in this country only talk about it.
They don’t do anything about it.”

“There’s nothing we can do about it.”
“ Can I say the corruption in this

country...”
“Why are you so �xated on

corruption?”
“Fixated? What does it mean?... Wait

let me guess. When you are �xated on
something, you are always thinking about
it. Am I right?”

“Excellent. You don’t merely think
about it, but you constantly talk about it
as well.”

“Like our friend Raja. He is constantly
talking about cricket.”

“Exactly! When you are �xated on
something, it becomes your obsession.
You are thinking about it excessively. You
can be �xated on a person as well. My
friend Janaki remains �xated on things
which keep reminding her of her dead
grandmother.”

Published in The Hindu on January 30,
2001.

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

E
very June, the world observes
Pride Month, which traces its
origins to the 1969 Stonewall
riots in New York City. In

response to a police raid at the Stonewall
Inn at Greenwich Village in the U.S., the
LGBTQI+ began protests and
demonstrations. This marked a pivotal
turning point for the modern LGBTQIA+
rights movement.

In India, the LGBTQI+ rights movement
has been dynamic, securing signi�cant
legal protections for the community.
However, the latest Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Amendment Act,
2026 — which removes the statutory
recognition of self-perceived gender
identity, introduces medical-board
certi�cation and bureaucratic veri�cation
requirements, and mandates inclusion in
a National Transgender Registry — has
brought the gap between legal
recognition and lived reality into sharp
focus once again.

One step forward, two steps back
Medical gatekeeping is an infringement
on dignity, autonomy, personal liberty,
and privacy. So long as recognition
remains conditional, equality remains
incomplete. Advocate Jayna Kothari
explains the relationship between law and
the lived realities of transgender people in
Transforming Rights: How Law Shapes
Transgender Lives, Identity and
Community in India (QD). The collection
of essays examines India’s transformation
in transgender rights, from the
recognition of gender self-determination
and the decriminalisation of same-sex
relations to the recent legislative rollback
of self-identi�cation rights.

Even as the courts have laid down a
framework for equal protection under the

law, the trans community continues to
face exclusion and discrimination, and
remains engaged in a struggle for basic
rights to education, healthcare,
livelihood, and shelter. Kothari questions
the contradiction in the compilation of
voices of scholars, activists, lawyers,
policy researchers, and community
members, who have experience in
working with the wider LGBTQIA+
community. The chapters explore the
constitutional trajectory of equality and
protection in transgender rights cases, the
implementation of reservations,
questions of intimacy, the impact of
increased surveillance and safety
measures on trans lives, public attitudes,
and structural exclusion. Drawing on
legal, social, and community-based
perspectives, the essays outline the
progress made over the years, the
continuing challenges, and the reforms
still needed.

Lived experiences
While the legal framework helps us
understand the rights framework, it does
not capture the lived realities of the
community. It is in personal narratives,
memoirs, and community storytelling
that these experiences �nd expression.
Existing outside traditional narratives is
not easy for queer people, who are often
compelled to create their own spaces. To
write a memoir is to be deeply vulnerable
with the reader.

Michelin-starred chef Suvir Saran’s Tell
My Mother I Like Boys (Penguin Random
House) is a deeply personal and
hard-hitting memoir. It is a frank account
of the abuse he endured and how he
found sanctuary in the kitchen.

For Saran, cooking was never just
about taste, but about memory and
survival. The story oscillates between the
opening of Devi, the �rst Indian

restaurant in North America, and Saran’s
reckoning with identity and the loneliness
that followed his success.

He writes that he su�ered enough
heartbreak to stop being afraid of his own
truth, and could therefore write an
emotionally naked memoir without
resorting to self-pity. He describes himself
as an “unsummoned third child kept
almost by accident,” raised in Delhi in the
1970s, when plurality was an instinct
rather than a slogan. Saran does not
downplay the trauma of children who do
not �t the mould; his accounts of teasing,
shame, and internal panic are
un�inching.

The book also explores his life in
Manhattan, marked by ambition, love,
betrayal, in�delity, and loneliness. The
honesty with which he lays bare his
emotional interior strengthens the book.
Saran is open about the relationships that
shaped or broke him and talks about his
mother who helped him heal when he
returned to India. As Saran writes in the
preface, “This book is not a chronicle. It is
a monsoon. It pours, it pauses, it �oods, it
recedes, it returns.”

Queerness across generations
Saran’s account opens up a broader
question of how queer identity is also
shaped within families and across
generations. In Deviants (Fig Tree),
Shantanu Bhattacharya writes a bold,
multi-generational story of three gay men
from the same family who, from the 1970s
to the present day, �ght against the tide
for love and dignity. It is about Vivaan, a
teenager, who discovers
boundary-breaking love on his
smartphone. His parents are aware of his
gender identity, and Vivaan can count on
their support.

But Mambro, his uncle, born 30 years
earlier, had it di�erent when he fell in

love with a male classmate at a time when
the persecution of gay people was rife
under a colonial-era law criminalising
homosexuality.

And Mambro’s uncle, Sukumar, a
young man hopelessly in love with
another young man, was forced by social
taboos to keep their relationship a secret.

Interweaving three distinct voices on
queer life in India, the book provides
insight into changing laws and attitudes
towards homosexuality and o�ers a
poignant account of how these shifts
directly impact individuals.

Apart from narratives of love and
family, there are also books that explore
queer identity in relation to institutions
and workplaces. Queeristan: LGBTQ
Inclusion in the Indian Workplace by
Parmesh Shahani (Westland) is
groundbreaking as a part memoir and
part manifesto for HR professionals and
executives on how to build safe,
equitable, and pro�table corporate
environments in India. The author draws
from his decade-long journey as a gay
man in the corporate world in the
post-Section 377 landscape to make a
cogent case for LGBTQI+ inclusion and lay
down guidelines for reshaping o�ce
culture in the country. The book traces
the bene�ts reaped by industry giants
such as Godrej, Tata Steel, IBM, Wipro,
and the Lalit group of hotels, who have
tapped into the power of diversity and
revolutionised LGBTQI+-friendly
workspaces.

These books — memoir, �ction, and
non-�ction trace the changing contours of
queer life in India — its intimacies, its
institutions, and the un�nished �ght for
equality. They re�ect the ongoing struggle
for acceptance in an unforgiving society,
and help us understand how much has
changed, and how much has remained
the same.

Mapping queer lives through books:
identity, resistance and equality in India
A selection of �ction and non-�ction works o�ers a layered understanding of the evolving realities of queer life in India, spanning law, personal

memory, family, and workplaces; they show how identities are shaped by legal frameworks, lived experiences, and intergenerational shifts

BIBLIOGRAPHY

People take part in the Karnataka Swabhimana Habba Pride March on June 21. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Soma Basu
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The quick commerce race in India has intensi�ed
with Amazon and Flipkart scaling up their
instant delivery services, Amazon Now and
Flipkart Minutes, respectively. The expansion
could heighten the competition in a market
currently led by players such as Zomato, Swiggy,
Zepto and Big Basket among others. Amazon
announced its plans to scale Amazon Now to
customers in more than 300 cities across the
country, while Flipkart Minutes, the quick
commerce o�ering from Flipkart, has scaled to
1,000 micro ful�lment centres across 130 cities in
under two years after the launch of the service in
August 2024, according to the company. 

Flipkart Minutes, Amazon
Now scale up operations

INBRIEF
�

The new index measuring the output of the
country's services industry, with 2024-25 as the
base year, will be released each month with a
60-day lag, the statistics ministry said in a list of
frequently asked questions (FAQs) on
Wednesday. The �rst-ever Index of Services
Production (ISP) for April 2026 will be
announced on July 14. The subsequent numbers
will be released on the 29th day (or next working
day in case of a holiday) of every month,
according to the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI). As a
counterpart of the IIP (Index of Industrial
Production), which measures the economic
growth of the industrial sector, ISP will be a new
macroeconomic indicator to measure short-term
changes in the growth of the services sector, the
ministry said in a statement. The conceptual and
methodological framework for compiling ISP was
�nalised in consultation with a technical advisory
committee (TAC), which was constituted in May
2025 and headed by Debjani Ghosh of
government think tank NITI Aayog. PTI

ISP to be released with 60-day
lag with base year 2024-25

I
t will be a safer deci-
sion to invest in
FMCG, pharma, IT

and telecom stocks given
their historical perfor-
mance at a time when In-
dia is set to face structural
challenges to its growth
story, experts at Ambit In-
stitutional Equities opined.

Further, bank, cement
and IT stocks are tactical
plays, the experts conti-
nued. The call assumes im-
portance as economists
have become vocal about
rising concerns of structu-
ral challenges in the pro-
cess of economic growth
and concentrated stock
ownership in higher risk
small and mid-cap stocks
by retail investors.

Stock market concentra-
tion is expected to increase
further as small and mid
cap stocks are trading at
higher prices than their
earnings, signifying a

downward risk, said Bha-
rat Arora, Director of Stra-
tegy research at Ambit.

Indian economy’s struc-
tural challenges remain
even as global uncertain-
ties subside, according to
analysts. “We argue that
India may be trapped in a
“low equilibrium” growth
path, where o�cial growth
�gures overstate underly-
ing economic strength,
while weak consumption,
slowing productivity, and

limited job creation leave
the economy vulnerable to
external shocks and rising
stag�ation risks,” Dhanan-
jay Sinha, CEO and Head of
Institutional Equities at
Systematix Group said in a
research note.

The Indian economy
has seen among the worst
bouts of capital repatria-
tion, with foreign institu-
tional investors selling
more than ₹2.8 lakh crore
in 2026, as earnings of the

companies do not justify
the prices and their re-
turns in dollars are in low-
er single digits.

Uneven demand
Consumption demand is
uneven across households
and the government ba-
lance sheet lacks space for
�scal consolidation, said
Swayamsiddha Panda,
Economist at Ambit Insti-
tutional Equities. 

Post-pandemic con-
sumption boomed on for-
mal hiring and credit and
that engine has slowed
now, she added.

“Without addressing the
income crisis, reviving
broad-based private invest-
ment, and bridging the or-
ganised-informal divide,
India risks remaining
trapped in a low growth
equilibrium, ill-equipped
for the shocks ahead. The
time for denial is over; the
ground realities demand
decisive action,” the Syste-
matix report stated.

‘Investors may move to safer
bets on structural challenges’

Reality bites: Consumption demand is uneven across households,

government balance sheet lacks space for fiscal consolidation. FILE

Economists vocal on rising concerns of structural challenges in the process of economic growth

and concentrated stock ownership in higher risk small and mid-cap stocks by retail investors

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI Commerce Minister Piyush

Goyal will travel to the Un-
ited Kingdom from June 25-
27 to meet his U.K. coun-
terpart and review the pre-
paredness of both
countries for the imple-
mentation of the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CE-
TA) and its companion
Double Contribution Con-
vention (DCC) on July 15.

During the visit, the Mi-
nistry of Commerce said in
a statement on Wednes-
day, Mr. Goyal will hold a
high-level bilateral meeting
with Peter Kyle, the U.K.’s
Secretary of State for Busi-
ness and Trade.

“The engagement
marks an important step
towards the operationalisa-
tion of the agreements and
the strengthening of the
economic partnership bet-
ween the two countries,”
the Commerce Ministry
statement said.

“The bilateral discus-

sions will focus on aligning
regulatory roadmaps,
streamlining cross-border
customs coordination and
�nalising administrative
mechanisms to facilitate
the smooth implementa-
tion of CETA and the DCC,”
it added.

The Ministers will also
review preparedness for
the implementation of the
CETA’s tari� liberalisation
commitments and the op-
erational roadmap for the
DCC.

“The two sides will
further discuss the opera-
tionalisation of mutual
market access commit-
ments across key services
sectors and review mea-
sures aimed at strengthen-
ing bilateral trade and in-
vestment ties,” the
statement said.

Goyal to visit U.K. to
review preparedness
for trade deal roll-out 

Goyal will hold a
meeting with Peter
Kyle, U.K.’s Secretary
of State for Business
and Trade
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The Adani Group is taking
three foundational steps to
build the organisation that
will execute its vision over
the next decade, including
moving non-core activities
to its Global Capacity
Centres (GCCs) or third
parties, Chairman Gautam

Adani said while address-
ing shareholders at Adani
Enterprises Ltd.’s AGM on
Wednesday.

“Firstly, we are simplify-
ing the way we work. We
are putting in place a three-
layer structure across both
our headquarters and our
sites to reduce bureaucra-
cy, sharpen accountability
and bring decisions closer

to execution,” he said.
Second, the Group will

change the way it works
with contractors.

Thirdly, the Group is
placing worker dignity at
the heart of its
transformation.

“Across our own and
contractor workforce of
nearly 4 lakh people, al-
most 85% are people who

work on the ground at our
sites. They are the people
who turn our plans into
reality. And we are com-
mitted to ensuring that ev-
ery worker is treated with
dignity,” he emphasised.

“This means clean living
conditions, hygienic food,
access to medical support,
safe working environments
and fair wages paid on

time,” Mr. Adani added.
Commenting on FY25-

26, he said during the year
the Group made a record
capital investment of more
than ₹1.5 lakh crore in hard
infrastructure.

“To put that in perspec-
tive, this represented over
30% of India’s total new
private-sector capital ex-
penditure for the year,” Mr.

Adani said.
He said the Group was

building a data centre plat-
form targeting 3 GW capac-
ity by 2030. Adani Power,
with a capex of ₹2 lakh
crore, was targeting 45 GW
thermal capacity by FY32. 

In nuclear energy via
Adani Atomic Energy, the
Group plans 10 GW capaci-
ty by 2035.

Adani to either outsource non-core activities or move to GCCs
Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

By 2028, AI coding costs
will cross average develop-
er’s salary on rising large
language model (LLM) to-
ken consumption and the
shift to consumption-based
licensing models, forecast
Gartner, a Stanford-based
business and technology
insights company.

AI tokens are units of da-
ta processed by generative
AI models and token use
directly impacts the cost of
AI coding tools, particular-
ly under consumption-
based pricing structures.

Nitish Tyagi, Sr. Princi-
pal Analyst at Gartner said,
“Organisations are rapidly
moving from experimenta-
tion to scaled deployment
of AI coding agents, but
many are underestimating
the �nancial impact of ris-
ing token consumption.”

Token discipline would
not emerge via developer
choice alone as they tend
to optimise for speed and
convenience over cost e�-
ciency, he said adding,
“Without a governed engi-
neering operating model,
costs can rise faster than
the productivity gains
these tools are designed to
deliver.” Beyond pricing,
how AI coding agents are
used within �rms, is furth-
er driving cost pressures.

‘AI coding costs to
cross developer pay’ 

AI tokens are units of data

processed by gen-AI models.
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From credit cards, loans,
investments and over time
insurance, a bouquet of �-
nancial products is
planned to be o�ered on
BHIM payments app, NPCI
BHIM Services (NBSL) MD-
CEO Lalitha Nataraj said.

“We have partnered
with multiple banks to dis-
tribute credit cards and
working with some of the
NBFCs [for loans]. Also
working with banks for na-
tional pension schemes.
Insurance and investments
[o�erings] will follow little
later,” she told the meida.

Since its introduction in
2016 the app has under-
gone revamps and sported
new features, BHIM 3.0 roll
out in 2025 being the last,
Ms.Nataraj said.

NBSL is also actively
evaluating integrating its

app in the mobile apps of
banks. It has made a begin-
ning with Canara Bank and
is in talks with at least one
more public sector lender
as well as a private bank,
she said. Banks stood to be-
ne�t from new features,
updated infrastructure and
technology via the integra-
tion while users get to ex-
perience faster UPI pay-
ments, she added.

The monthly transac-
tion volumes via BHIM
rose from 79.64 million in
June 2025 to 244 million in
May 2026. 

The platform processed
transactions worth ₹26,952
crore in May 2026. 

BHIM UPI to o�er
�nancial products

The platform 
had processed
transactions worth
₹26,952 crore 
in May 2026
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To honour the achieve-
ments of micro, small and
medium enterprises, busi-
nessline is organising its
�fth annual MSME Con-
clave in Bengaluru on June
25 and Coimbatore on June
27. The two-city event will
highlight the sector’s cru-
cial role in India’s econom-
ic development.

World MSME Day takes
place globally every June
27. The event celebrates
small businesses, showcas-
es their economic contri-
butions, and advocates for
their sustainable growth.

The �rst event at Benga-
luru, co-powered by the
Central Bank of India, will
feature two power-packed

panel discussions — one on
‘ESDM - From Vendors to
Value Creators’ and the
other on ‘Talent Skilling
and Labour Challenges’ —
and a �reside chat.

At the Bengaluru Con-
clave, Sharanaprakash Ru-
drappa Patil, Minister for
Medical Education and
Skill Development of Kar-
nataka, will be the Chief
Guest. The guest Of ho-
nour is B.V. Naidu, chair-

man, Karnataka Digital
Economy Mission (KDEM).

The �rst panel, ‘ESDM -
From Vendors to Value
Creators’, will feature Ash-
ok Chandak, President, IE-
SA; Sachin Dhruva Naik,
Founder & CEO, Cuzor
Labs; B.S. Srinivasan, Ma-
naging Partner, Viprof
Electronics; and Sonam
Motwani, Founder and
CEO, Karkhana.io. The ses-
sion will be moderated by
Venkatesha Babu (Resident
Editor, The Hindu

businessline).
The second panel on

‘Talent Skilling and Labour
Challenges’ will have Ra-
kesh Patil, Co-Founder and
CTO, Beyond Appliances;
Kartik Narayan, CEO, Apna
Co; Nitin Dave, CEO, Sta�-
ing Solutions, Quess Corp;

and Nagaraju S, Council
Member, Panel Chairman,
Labour Law, KASSIA, Syn-
ergy Punching (Promoter
and Director). The session
will be moderated by Bha-
rat Kumar (Digital Editor,
The Hindu businessline).

The �reside chat with
Satish Kumar T, Chairman
& Managing Director, Milky
Mist will be hosted by
Raghuvir Srinivasan, Edi-
tor, The Hindu business-

line. The past four years
too, on MSME Day, busi-

nessline had hosted similar
conclaves for MSMEs,
which saw the participa-
tion of many from the sec-
tor. These en-
terprises play
a vital role in
the Indian
economy.

businessline’s MSME meet starts today 
BL Bureau
HYDERABAD

Climate change

Hot on Soar: Poppies are pictured beneath an electricity pylon in Ratcli�e on Soar, central England on Wednesday. The U.K. recorded its

hottest ever June temperature on Wednesday with the mercury rising to 35.7C south of London, breaking the previous record of 35.6C set in

1976. The U.K.'s Met O�ice weather service said the temperature was recorded in Charlwood, near Gatwick Airport. AFP

The Centre’s �agship roof-
top solar programme is be-
ginning to deliver on its
promise of sharply reduc-
ing household electricity
costs, with Kerala and Ra-
jasthan emerging as the
leading states where a
large share of consumers
are now receiving zero
electricity bills.

Government data under
the PM Surya Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana (PMSG: MBY)
show more than half of
Kerala’s rooftop solar ap-
plications and over 42% in
Rajasthan paid no energy

consumption charges dur-
ing a recent monthly bill-
ing cycle, highlighting how
solar generation is increas-
ingly o�setting household
power usage. 

The trend underscores
the growing impact of roof-
top solar adoption on hou-
sehold �nances. 

Across India, nearly one
in four bene�ciaries under
the scheme paid zero elec-
tricity consumption charg-
es in a month, thanks to
power generated from
rooftop panels being ad-
justed against grid con-
sumption through net me-
tering. Kerala topped the
rankings with over 50% of

its 3.64 lakh applicants re-
cording zero energy charg-
es, followed by Rajasthan,
where more than 42% of
nearly 3.96 lakh applicants
achieved the same out-
come. Uttarakhand, Guja-
rat and Maharashtra
rounded out the top �ve
states by share of zero-bill
consumers.

Among the top 10 States
with the highest number of
applications under the
PMSG: MBY, Andhra Pra-
desh had the lowest per-
centage of applicants who
paid zero monthly electric-
ity consumption charges.
The total application from
the state stood at around

10.22 lakh. In absolute
numbers, however, Guja-
rat leads the country with
around 4.18 lakh consum-
ers receiving zero energy
bills, followed closely by
Maharashtra at 4.10 lakh.
Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and
Assam follow. The �gures
suggest that States with
high rooftop solar penetra-
tion are beginning to see
tangible consumer bene-
�ts, reducing dependence
on grid power and lower-
ing household electricity
expenditure even as power
tari�s continue to rise in
many regions.

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Solar rooftops slash household power
bills to zero in Kerala, Rajasthan

Rishi Ranjan Kala
NEW DELHI
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C
hinese automakers
may be shut out of
India, but their

electric-vehicle technology
is starting to make inroads
in the world’s third-largest
car market.

New Delhi has largely
blocked Chinese compa-
nies from entering the
market since 2020 and
now Beijing is clamping
down on the export of its
tech know-how. Yet ties
between the two coun-
tries’ car making industry
are only growing.

Tata Motors said earlier
in June it will use Chery’s
car making platform to ma-
nufacture premium EVs in
India. The deal doesn’t in-
volve an equity stake and
both companies stressed it
is a supply arrangement
without any transfer of
technology know-how to
Tata, highlighting the polit-
ical sensitivities. India
ramped up scrutiny of Chi-
nese businesses after a
2020 border clash bet-
ween the two countries
killed soldiers on both
sides. While New Delhi and
Beijing are working to im-
prove ties, some friction
remains.

Partnership inevitable
“If India wants to expand
its manufacturing sector
and be a bigger part of the

global supply chain, part-
nership with China is inev-
itable. If Chinese compa-
nies want to be global
leaders, they cannot wish
away India and its econom-
ic potential,” said Santosh
Pai, partner at law �rm
Dentons Link Legal.

For Tata, India’s third-
largest automaker, Chery’s
platform o�ers a quicker
way to launch EVs. Tata
plans to eventually shift
from relying on imported
kits from China to develop-
ing components locally — a
move seen favourably by
some Indian policymakers
because it would boost In-
dian manufacturing.

“We are supportive of
deals that lead to more lo-
cal manufacturing or sup-
ply-chain shifts down the
road. That is a good way to
approach China,” said a se-

nior Indian government
o�cial.

Boosting revenue
For Chinese carmakers
grappling with a slowdown
at home and excess manu-
facturing capacity, such
deals could be the answer
to boosting revenue with-
out violating Beijing’s ex-
port control orders. Tata
and Chery did not respond
to requests for comment.

The Tata-Chery deal
shows that, despite its best
e�orts, India can’t keep
China’s EV industry com-
pletely out. 

The world’s most ad-
vanced EV industry is like-
ly to continue to make in-
roads into India, a huge
and still growing market.

Bad news for Japan
That’s bad news for Japa-
nese automakers and oth-
ers who are investing big in
India – in part because they
don’t face major competi-
tion from Chinese rivals
there now. Chinese EV
makers understand the im-
portance of gaining a
foothold in India through
such supply deals, said Gao
Hua, af ormer director at
China SAE and now an in-
dependent analyst.

“If Chinese �rms don’t

participate, others from
di�erent countries will
step in,” Gao said.

Chinese partnerships
are increasingly appearing
in sectors long dominated
by Japanese, Korean and
European �rms, and they
are challenging the incum-
bents with technologies
that many analysts say are
cheaper and faster to de-
ploy. For instance, Indian
component maker Uno
Minda has a joint venture
with China’s Inovance to
manufacture EV power-
trains in India - a sector
where Bosch, Nidec and
Aptiv are already present.

No battery cooperation
Technology licensing deals
between India and China
started to gain traction in
the aftermath of the 2020
investment restrictions.

But it wasn’t all smooth
sailing. In 2025, Beijing’s
export control curbs in re-
taliation to Trump’s tari�s,
forced Indian battery mak-
er Amara Raja to end its li-
censing deal with China’s
Gotion for lithium-ion cell
technology for EV batter-
ies. “All technical collabo-
ration has stopped,” Ama-
ra Raja’s executive director
Vikramadithya Gourineni
told Reuters.

“The main things we
were able to take away was
understanding on factory
and line layouts, technolo-
gy road maps ... and con-
necting to the vendor
base,” Gourineni said.

Because the licensing

deal was no longer possi-
ble, Amara Raja is instead
ramping up investment in
in-house R&D and talent,
he said. The company is
now importing equipment,
battery cells and other ma-
terial from Chinese sup-
pliers to meet its cell manu-
facturing ambitions, but it
struggles to get enough vi-
sas for engineers to come
from China for operational
support.

Partnering Chery 
Last year, steel-to-cement
billionaire Sajjan Jindal’s
maiden carmaking ven-
ture, JSW Motor, agreed to
a partnership with Chery
similar to Tata’s.

Under the deal, JSW has
secured rights to use and
adapt multiple Chery plat-
forms to build a range of
hybrids and EVs for India,
sources familiar with the
plans told Reuters. This in-
volves an upfront payment
of about ₹20 billion ($209
million) plus royalties, one
of the people added.

JSW, which is investing
$3 billion in the venture, is
targeting sales of 3,00,000
vehicles by 2030, the
sources said. The initial
vehicles will largely come
as imported kits from Che-
ry with JSW gradually
building out an Indian sup-
ply chain and scaling up
car production at its facto-
ry in western India, they
added.

JSW Motor and Chery
did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Chinese EV makers are shut out
of India - but their technology isn’t

Dragon’s shadow: A logo on a Chery QQ electric vehicle in Wuhu, China. REUTERS

New Delhi in 2020 curbed investments from neighbouring nations; In 2025, Beijing restricted tech exports amid tari� war; tech deal between Indian,

Chinese �rms hurt by move; Amara Raja halts tech tie-up with Gotion, pivots to imports; Tata, JSW agree to supply-led deals with Chery 

Reuters
NEW DELHI

Chinese partnerships are
appearing in sectors
dominated by Japanese,
Korean and European
�rms and challenging
incumbents with
cheaper and faster
technologies

NEWS ANALYSIS

In a deal that attracted lit-
tle interest from Wall
Street, the owner of popu-
lar yoga clothing maker
Alo agreed to sell its whole-
sale T-shirt division Bella-
+Canvas last month.

Alo and its founders
have not talked about the
brand’s future, but equities
analysts and retail M&A ad-
visers argue the deal
primes Alo for a future pu-
blic o�ering or sale as in-
dustry pioneer Lululemon
struggles and new compet-
itors circle. The sale of Bel-
la+Canvas, which has not
closed yet, would give
founders Danny Harris and
Marco De George more

�exibility and options for
Alo, creating a focused,
high-end athleisurewear
business in an increasingly
competitive market, said
NeilSaunders, managing
director at research �rm
Global Data Retail.

Mature business
“Alo is a mature business,
so it’s at the stage where
you generally do someth-
ing with it. You IPO it, you
sell it o�, you launch so-
mething else alongside it to
grow another complemen-
tary area to Alo,” Saunders
said. 

Harris and DeGeorge,
the publicity-shy billio-
naires behind Alo, have
not publicly talked about
whether they are consider-
ing a sale or public o�er-
ing. Bella+Canvas’s an-
nouncement of its sale did

not disclose its a�liation to
Alo and was no longer
available on its website
shortly after Reuters

emailed asking about it last
month.

Alo and Bella+Canvas

did not return requests for
comment. A spokesperson
for SanMar, which agreed
to buy Bella+Canvas for an
undisclosed sum, said
there have been no chang-
es since the May 18 an-

nouncement that terms for
a deal had been reached.

Celebrity appeal
Harris and DeGeorge grew
Bella+Canvas into one of
the largest makers of T-

shirts and apparel for who-
lesalers in the U.S. after
founding it in 1992 out of a
garage. It is the lesser-
known, but longtime relia-
ble revenue stream, of Alo
Yoga’s parent company Co-
lor Image Apparel Inc.

Alo, short for air, land
and ocean, grew into a yo-
ga and sportswear power-
house since the duo
launched it almost 20
years ago in Los Angeles.
Celebrities like Taylor
Swift, Bella Hadidand Hai-
ley Bieber have been spot-
ted running errands and
doing pilates in Alo gear.

As its popularity grew,
so did its sales and earn-
ings, which led it to even-
tually overtake Bella+Can-
vas as the bigger business,
a person familiar with the
company said.

By shedding Bella+Can-

vas, Alo becomes an easier
company for potential
buyers or investors to un-
derstand and value, mak-
ing it a far simpler sale or
IPO process, a dozen retail
analysts, M&A advisers and
investors said.

If it decides to sell or go
public, it would not be the
�rst time the company has
solicited outside capital. It
held talks with several priv-
ate equity �rms and other
potential investors in 2023
as it sought its �rst invest-
ment partner in a deal that
could have valued it at
roughly $10 billion, Reuters
reported at the time. The
feedback from Wall Street:
Bella+Canvas didn’t add
much value and only com-
plicated the company’s
story for investors, sources
said at the time. No deal
was announced.

“It makes sense to clean
up the model and �nan-
cials for investors,” said
Cristina Fernández, a MD
and senior research ana-
lyst, Telsey Advisory
Group.

Leggings to luxury
Since its founding in 2007
as a yoga clothing line, Alo
has expanded into skin-
care products, footwear,
beauty and wellness. It has
been increasingly targeting
the luxury market, launch-
ing a $3,600 leather du�el
bag last year.

It competes with indus-
try leader Lululemon, as
well as younger athleisure
brands pushing for domi-
nance, including Vuori, Fa-
bletics and Gymshark. The
three brands have been
considering initial public
o�erings in recent years.

Alo Yoga primed for public o�ering or sale 

Reuters
NEW YORK

Unlocking value: An Alo Yoga storefront in Brooklyn, New York City, U.S. REUTERS
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In a Finnish factory hall, the �rst plate of steel for
a new icebreaker was cut out, marking the start
of construction of the vessel which will enable
increased U.S. presence in the contested Arctic
region. In October last year, US President Donald
Trump and Helsinki announced that the United
States Coast Guard will procure 11 icebreakers, of
which seven will be built in the United States and
four in Finland.

On Tuesday, executives pushed the start
button on a machine that cut the �rst piece of
steel for the �rst medium-sized Arctic Security
Cutter to be built in Finland . The icebreaker will
be constructed partly at the Sata Shipbuilding
Shipyard in Pori in western Finland and
assembled at the Helsinki Shipyard, owned by
Canadian group Davie.

Set to be delivered to the U.S. Coast Guard in
2028. The same shipbuilder, Davie, will construct
one more icebreaker in Finland and three
icebreakers in Texas. Finland’s Rauma Shipyard
will also build two icebreakers, but construction
had not started there yet.

Sixty percent of the world’s icebreakers are
Finnish-made and 80% are designed by Finnish
companies, according to Arctia, the state-owned
�rm which manages Finland’s icebreaker �eet.

‘World’s Number one’
Steven Schroeder, a Deputy Assistant Program
Executive O�cer from the U.S. Coast Guard
attending the event, told AFP that the Nordic
country’s capability to build icebreakers was
“number one in the world”. 

Nations such as China, Russia and the United
States are increasing their presence in the Arctic
for strategic reasons and to exploit huge reserves
of natural resources which are becoming
increasingly accessible as ice thaws and new
shipping routes open as a result of climate
change. The United States currently operates
three aging icebreakers, so the renewal of its �eet
will “allow us to provide presence and project
our capabilities,” Schroeder said. 

“Our adversaries have been operating as they
try to project their power, and the U.S. Coast
Guard is there to monitor and make sure that we
are there providing a presence in the Arctic.” 

Capable of operating in harsh and demanding
icy conditions, the vessels will “be used in the
area of Alaska, on the west coast and up the east
coast of the United States up towards Greenland,”
according to Schroeder, providing “search and
rescue and meeting the statutory missions of the
U.S. Coast Guard.” Finland’s collaboration with
the United States in sectors such as defence and
Arctic security has increased in recent years.
Meanwhile, Finland’s President Alexander Stubb
has become known for his good relations with
Trump. “I think it’s obvious that the strong ties
and the strong collaboration between our
Presidents have been one of the key stones for
this day,” Finland’s Minister of employment
Matias Marttinen told AFP. 

Finland starts

construction

work on U.S.

icebreakers

Breaking ice: A model of an Arctic Security Cutter vessel is

displayed at the Sata Shipbuilding shipyard site in Pori. AFP

Agence France-Presse
PORI, FINLAND

The U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s en-
forcement division is prob-
ing funds typically used by
private equity �rms and
other money managers to
hold on to assets they eith-
er cannot or do not wish to
sell,as the agency explores
potential issues in private
markets, said three people
familiar with the matter.

In recent months, SEC
enforcement sta� have
homed in on a number of
“continuation vehicles,” or
CVs, said the people, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Con�ict of interest
They are investigating po-
tential con�icts of interest
around the CVs, how man-
agers are valuing the as-

sets, and whether investor
disclosures are su�cient
and consistent, the three-
people said. Reuters could
not ascertain which specif-
ic funds are being investi-
gated or what type of as-
sets they hold.

The enforcement scruti-
ny into CVs has not pre-
viously been reported.

Continuation vehicles
have surged in popularity,
with fund manager-led se-
condary transactions
worth $106 billion last
year, according to Ever-
core. Rising interest rates
have made it harder for PE
�rms to �nd buyers willing
to match the lofty multi-
ples paid for some compa-

nies, especially during the
pandemic when rates were
lowand money was cheap.
Geopolitical turmoil, poli-
cy uncertainty and disrup-
tion driven by arti�cial in-
telligence have strained
sales from private equity
portfolios even further.

Finite life cycle 
Traditional private equity
funds have a �nite life cy-
cle, usually about a de-
cade. CVs allow managers
to �nd new investors and
transfer assets from older
funds into a new vehicle,
extending the holding pe-
riod while giving existing
investors the option to
cash out.

As a result, the vehicles
give managers a way to re-
turn cash to investors with-
out being forced to sell as-
sets at a deep discount in
weak markets or to a com-

petitor — or realise poten-
tial losses. CVs predomi-
nantly deal in equity
assets, although the share
of credit assets is growing.

Close SEC coordination 
Since late last year, sta� in
the enforcement division
have also sought to build
what the sources de-
scribed as an informal
‘working group’ with the
examinations, investment
management and other di-
visions, to ensure closer
coordination and informa-
tion-sharing on the opaque
private credit market, the
people said.

While SEC examiners
have been scrutinising
private fund issues, includ-
ing continuation vehicles,
for some time, the escala-
tion to the enforcement di-
vision and the cross-divi-
sion collaboration

underscore growing con-
cerns among watchdogs
over potential problems in
private markets.

The sources declined to
be identi�ed to discuss
private enforcement mat-
ters. Managers say they
typically obtain third-party
opinions for CV deals. SEC
scrutiny is not evidence of
wrongdoing and does not
always result in penalties
or other action.

At an event last month,
SEC Chairman Paul Atkins
said the agency is investi-
gating allegations of fraud
in private credit �rms,with-
out elaborating. The agen-
cy’s enforcement director,
David Woodcock, also said
at an event last month that
the agency is ‘attuned to
potential risks relating to li-
quidity, fees, valuations,
and con�icts of interest’
throughout the sector.

U.S. SEC probes a popular type of PE fund 
Reuters
WASHINGTON

Eye on PE: CVs allow managers to find new investors and transfer

assets from older funds into new vehicle. REUTERS
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The U.S. Senate passed a
largely symbolic resolution
on Tuesday calling for an
end to President Donald
Trump’s war with Iran, de-
livering a fresh rebuke to
the White House as it tries
to negotiate a lasting settle-
ment with Tehran.

The House-passed mea-
sure, adopted by the Se-
nate in a 50-48 vote, di-
rects Mr. Trump to remove
U.S. forces from hostilities
with Iran unless Congress
explicitly authorises mili-
tary action.

Because the measure is
a “concurrent resolution,”
it does not go to Mr.
Trump’s desk for signature
and carries disputed legal
force.

But its passage still puts
both chambers of Congress

on record against a con�ict
that began with U.S. and Is-
raeli strikes on Iran in late
February, rattled global
energy markets and
opened a broader regional
war involving Lebanon and
Gulf states.

During Mr. Trump’s �rst
term, Congress passed War
Powers Bills in 2019 and
2020 against military ac-
tion in Yemen and Iran,
respectively, but both were
vetoed by Mr. Trump and

the Senate failed to over-
ride them.

Mr. Trump slammed the
vote later on Tuesday on
his Truth Social platform,
calling it “poorly timed
and meaningless”.

“These Senators have
just made my job more dif-
�cult, but I will get it done,
one way or the other, be-
cause I always get it done!”
Mr. Trump said.

Under the 1973 War
Powers Act, Presidents
must obtain authorisation
from Congress within 60
days of introducing U.S.
forces into hostilities,
though administrations of
both parties have often
contested how the law
applies.

The White House has ar-
gued that resolutions seek-
ing to curb Mr. Trump’s
powers to wage war in Iran
are unconstitutional.

U.S. Senate passes symbolic
Iran war rebuke to Trump

Donald Trump 

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

X

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio discussed the U.S.-Iran deal

with UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed on Wednesday, renewing

Washington’s commitment to the country’s security as he embarks

on a tour of the Gulf. Mr. Rubio insisted that no country is allowed to

impose tolls on the Strait of Hormuz. AFP

Rubio commits to UAE security
during his tour of the Gulf nations

ABU DHABI

REUTERS
X

North Korea will equip its navy with nuclear weapons and build

larger warships, leader Kim Jong-un said, according to state media

on Wednesday. Mr. Kim made his remarks at the commissioning of

the Choe Hyon — one of two 5,000-tonne class warships launched

last year — in the port city of Nampho on Tuesday. AFP

Kim unveils plans for 10,000-tonne
warships, nuclear navy in N. Korea

SEOUL

AFP
X

A Pakistani court has sentenced a prominent rights activist from

southern Balochistan province to life imprisonment on murder and

terror charges, drawing condemnation from civil liberties advocates

this week. Mahrang Baloch, 33, was arrested in 2025 on charges

stemming from a protest in Gwadar the previous year. AFP

Pak. court sentences Balochistan
rights activist to life imprisonment

QUETTA

REUTERS

T
he UN nuclear
watchdog will car-
ry out inspections

in Iran soon following an
interim peace accord bet-
ween the United States and
Iran, but modalities have
yet to be �nalised, the
agency’s chief Rafael Gros-
si said on Wednesday. 

The two sides signed a
14-point memorandum of
understanding last week
setting out broad agree-
ments in principle to end
the war. The interim ac-
cord paved the way for 60
days of talks aimed at ham-
mering out thornier de-
tails, including issues relat-

ed to Iran’s nuclear
programme.

“The inspections will in-
deed take place,” Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency chief Rafael Grossi
told a press conference in
Japan, an audio recording
of which the IAEA posted
online. “We will be work-
ing on the modalities —
dates, procedures, places
— very soon,” he said of dis-
cussions with Tehran.

Iran has not let the
IAEA, which polices its nu-
clear programme, return
to its most sensitive nu-
clear sites since the United
States and Israel bombed
them in June last year. The
IAEA has inspected other
sites, but inspections were

suspended after the U.S.-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran on Fe-
bruary 28.

A central issue in talks is
what will happen to Iran’s
highly enriched uranium,

including material en-
riched to up to 60% purity,
a short step from the
roughly 90% of weapons
grade.

“Paragraph 8 of this

memorandum of under-
standing states explicitly
that nuclear activities that
are going to be carried out
with regards to nuclear
material, facilities, will be
supervised by the IAEA, in
bold letters,” Mr. Grossi
said.

Iran has not informed
the IAEA how much of its
enriched uranium sur-
vived the attacks or where
it is. The IAEA estimates
Iran had 440.9 kg of urani-
um enriched to up to 60%
before Israel launched the
�rst attack on June 13 of
last year. If enriched furth-
er, that would be enough
for 10 nuclear weapons, ac-
cording to an IAEA yard-
stick. 

Inspections in Iran will go ahead,
working on modalities, says Grossi

Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency Ra�ael

Grossi during a meeting at the IAEA headquarters in Vienna. REUTERS

Iran has not allowed IAEA to return to its most sensitive nuclear sites since attacks by the U.S. and Israel in June last year;

MoU states that activities to be carried out with regards to nuclear material will be supervised by IAEA, says UN watchdog

Reuters
VIENNA

Ukrainian drones knocked
out power in the biggest ci-
ty in Russian-held Crimea
on Wednesday and target-
ed facilities in central and
southern Russia, local o�-
cials said, underscoring
the reach of Kyiv’s attacks
on energy infrastructure.

Ukraine has intensi�ed
strikes on Russian oil re�n-
eries, depots and supply
routes this year, pushing
up gasoline prices in Rus-
sia, where authorities have
limited sales in some
regions.

Russian-installed gover-
nor of Sevastopol said the
latest wave had downed
power supplies and that

trolleybuses would not op-
erate and parents should
keep children at home.

Work was ongoing to
restore supplies even
though Kyiv was “trying to
deprive us of our normal
living conditions and sow
panic,” the governor, Mik-
hail Razvozhayev, said in a
post on the Telegram app.

Ukraine’s drone forces
commander Robert Brovdi
said drones had hit the
main substation at the Se-
vastopol power plant in
Crimea.

In the central Russian
region of Nizhny Novgo-
rod, Governor Gleb Nikitin
said falling Ukrainian
drone debris damaged an
industrial facility and
killed two persons.

Ukrainian strikes
knock out power in
Sevastopol in Crimea
Reuters
MOSCOW/KYIV

Nuclear weapons are the
“only” bulwark preventing
the world from slipping in-
to a global war, the Krem-
lin said on Wednesday
amid fears of a fresh multi-
country arms race.

The last nuclear arms
control treaty between
Russia and the United
States, New START, ex-
pired in February, releas-
ing restrictions on the
world’s two largest nuclear
powers.

Speaking at a foreign
policy forum in Moscow,
the Kremlin’s spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov said
that the global security sys-
tem was “eroding”.

“In fact, we have noth-
ing left in this world apart
from nuclear deterrence.
It’s the only thing that pro-
tects the world from a glo-
bal war,” he said.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has repeatedly
invoked nuclear rhetoric
throughout his four-year
o�ensive on Ukraine.

‘Nuclear weapons 
the only guarantee
against global war’

Dmitry Peskov 

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

China’s Premier Li Qiang
on Wednesday defended
the country’s technologi-
cal advancements as an op-
portunity for the world
rather than a threat.

Mr. Li also said the coun-
try’s heavy state subsidies
were not the main reason
for the rapid rise of its
high-tech industries, at a
time when Western o�-
cials have complained that
China’s state support for
industries from arti�cial in-
telligence to electric vehi-
cles has provided an unfair
competitive edge.

China’s No. 2 leader
made the remarks in his
speech at the opening
plenary of the World Eco-

nomic Forum’s Annual
Meeting of the New Cham-
pions, known as the “Sum-
mer Davos,” held this week
in the northeastern Chi-
nese coastal city of Dalian.

He acknowledged there
have been growing global
concerns about China’s

technological innovations,
with some pointing to the
term “China Shock 2.0,” as
they see the nation’s high-
tech boom as a threat to
many advanced econo-
mies. Instead, that should
be seen as “China Oppor-
tunity 2.0,” he said. 

“From the global deve-
lopment perspective, ‘Chi-
na Opportunity 2.0’ means
there’ll be broader access
to advanced technologies
and more widely shared
bene�ts,” Mr. Li said.

U.S. and European poli-
cymakers have raised con-
cerns over Chinese state
subsidies creating unfair-
ness to their industries,
while a June report by the
38-country Organization
for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD)
said huge state subsidies
can distort global markets
and create unfair competi-
tive advantages.

China’s large domestic
market and huge corporate
investments are among the
key factors in its tech ad-
vancements, he said.

‘China’s technological advancements
opportunity for world, not a threat’
Associated Press
HONG KONG

Li Qiang delivers his speech at the opening ceremony of the World

Economic Forum in Dalian, China on Wednesday. AFP

Shattered normalcy

Life continues: A barber grooms a client’s beard inside his shop damaged in previous Israeli air strikes in the town of Nabatiyeh, southern

Lebanon, on Wednesday, after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah. AP 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has con-
cluded his testimony in his
graft trials, a Justice Minis-
try spokesperson said on
Wednesday, as he grapples
with a U.S.-Iran deal widely
interpreted as detrimental
to the country’s interests.

Mr. Netanyahu has testi-
�ed in 98 hearings since
December 2024, many of
them shortened or delayed
upon the request of his la-
wyer Amit Hadad due to
his security meetings, go-
vernment duties or health
issues.

Mr. Netanyahu is facing
charges in two cases in
which he allegedly nego-
tiated favourable media

coverage from Israeli news
outlets, and a third involv-
ing accusations that he ac-
cepted more than
$260,000 in luxury gifts
from billionaires in ex-
change for political
favours.

A fourth corruption
charge was previously
dismissed.

Mr. Netanyahu has long

argued that the proceed-
ings against him, which be-
gan in 2019, are a “political
trial”.

After the end of the
cross-examination by his
lawyer on Wednesday, the
premier lashed out at the
prosecutors, saying that he
had reached the conclu-
sion of “ten years of hell,”
according to reports in the
Israeli press.

Mr. Netanyahu, who has
repeatedly denied any
wrongdoing in the three
court cases, is the �rst sit-
ting Israeli Prime Minister
to stand trial for
corruption.

He is also the longest-
serving premier the coun-
try has ever had, and is due
to run again in a general
election in October. But

polls remain challenging,
with a recent survey show-
ing that a majority of Israe-
lis want him to leave o�ce.

Public opinion is critical
of the war that Israel and
the U.S. launched on Iran
in late February, whose
cease�re talks Israel was
left out of, leading to a deal
between Iranians and
Americans viewed as unfa-
vourable to Israel.

A recent poll by the He-
brew University of Jerusa-
lem found that over 92% of
Israelis believe Iran had
won the war, and support
for Mr. Netanyahu’s pre-
miership plummeted from
40.5% in early March to
29.4% in June. Public anger
also remains over the se-
curity failures surrounding
the October 7 attacks.

Netanyahu completes testimony in
corruption trials, says Justice Ministry
Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Benjamin Netanyahu 

X

A positive case of Ebola virus has been identified in France in a

doctor travelling back from Congo, the French Ministry of Health

said on Wednesday. The individual, who has not been identified,

returned from a humanitarian mission in one of the virus

transmission zones in Congo. AP

French govt. con�rms Ebola virus
in doctor who worked in Congo

PARIS

AFP
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From a gas crater dubbed the “Gateway to Hell” to
the shimmering marble buildings of its capital,
Turkmenistan is tentatively opening up to tourists
after decades of isolation.

One of the world’s most reclusive countries, the
former Soviet republic adopted strict visa require-
ments after gaining independence in 1991 and
closely monitors travellers.

Now, tour agencies in the Central Asian nation
have noticed a recent decrease in visa rejections
and this year authorities announced plans to ex-
pand the tourism sector.

At the archaeological ruins of Nisa, an ancient
fortress near the capital, Ashgabat, AFP spotted a
Western tour group taking advantage of this tenta-
tive thaw.

“I wanted to see what the mystery was about,”
said Nick Frey, a 28-year-old U.S. tourist admiring
the fortress. “I think the uniqueness is really what
stood out.”

Ashgabat has the highest density of white mar-
ble buildings in the world, according to Guinness
World Records.

Turkmenistan’s odd architecture and reclusive-
ness has made it a magnet for content creators on
social media, some of whom have dubbed it the
“world’s weirdest country”.

Before arriving, all holidaymakers must prove
their tourist credentials and their itinerary is
strictly mapped out.

President Serdar Berdymukhamedov appears
to be warming to the new visitors.

“The country’s tourism industry is increasingly
expanding,” he said earlier this year, adding that
he wanted to develop international cooperation.

Ultra-reclusive so far,
Turkmenistan slowly
opens up to tourists

Tourists visit the archaeological ruins of Nisa, an ancient

fortress near capital Ashgabat in Turkmenistan. AFP

Agence France-Presse
ASHGABAT

A
l-Nazir Al-Sadig
sought safety in
Egypt from the civil

war in Sudan. Instead, the
18-year-old died of pneu-
monia after more than
three weeks in a squalid
Cairo jail, where he had
su�ered beatings and ex-
tortion at the hands of oth-
er inmates, his friends and
relatives said.

A high-school student,
Al-Sadig was detained as
part of what lawyers and
human rights groups de-
scribe as a sweeping crack-
down on refugees that con-
trasts sharply with Egypt’s
stated role as a safe haven.

Egypt rejects the claims
that it is unwelcoming to
refugees. It took in more
than a million people
when war broke out in Su-
dan in 2023, acting as a
bu�er to those who might
otherwise continue north
to Europe. But authorities,
facing an economic crisis
and rising anti-migrant
sentiment, have since ta-
ken an increasingly strict
line with a series of arrests
and deportations.

Starting late last year,
plain-clothes security o�c-
ers have detained thou-
sands of refugees and oth-
er migrants in homes and
workplaces, pulling them
o� streets into unmarked
vehicles, according to 45
refugees, seven lawyers,
and eight advocates. The
reporting found some left
Egypt, taking their chances

in war-torn Sudan rather
than risk being separated
from their families and de-
ported. Others have gone
into hiding, at a time acti-
vists warn a newly imple-
mented law risks further
eroding asylum protection.

Authorities have deport-
ed more than 5,500 people
since November, a fraction
of the overall refugee pop-
ulation but a sharp escala-
tion from around 100 for-
mal deportations each
year in 2023 and 2024,
three security o�cials
said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity and cit-
ing �gures not reported
previously.

Egypt does not publish
detailed immigration data
and Reuters could not in-
dependently verify the de-
portation and detention �-
gures in the current
crackdown.

‘Unprecedented’ move
Reuters documented three
fatalities of Sudanese refu-
gees in Egypt’s overcrowd-
ed prisons this year: a 30-
year-old who collapsed 72
hours after he was de-
tained; a 67-year-old dia-
betic man, and the high
schooler Al-Sadig. Two of
the security o�cials said a
total of nine Sudanese na-
tionals had died in custody,
without elaborating on the
circumstances of the
deaths. Reuters could not
independently verify the
other fatalities.

Ten former detainees in
police-run jails described
refugees sleeping in shifts

because of a lack of �oor
space, beatings and other
abuse, assaults for clothing
and food, and �lthy sani-
tary conditions. One Eri-
trean refugee detained in
the crackdown recounted
a violent sexual assault by
other female inmates, her
account supported by
medical records from a
Cairo hospital.

Karim Ennarah of the
Egyptian Initiative for Per-
sonal Rights, a human
rights group, described the
scope of the campaign as
“unprecedented”, going
against Egypt’s obligations
under international law
that restrict deportations
of refugees.

“Protection as it existed
in Egypt for decades has
collapsed,” he said.

Egypt’s State Informa-
tion Service said in a state-
ment to Reuters that de-
portation is “generally
carried out only through
clear legal procedures and
judicial guarantees,” and
only when an individual is

proven to have broken the
law or to pose a national
security threat. It denied
that a broad-based cam-
paign against refugees
exists.

Egypt’s government has
said individual incidents
do not re�ect state policy,
highlighting that millions
of Sudanese and other mi-
grants live, study, and
work in Egypt and bene�t
from public services such
as education and
healthcare.

Egypt had the second
highest number of asylum
applications globally in
2025, according to U.N.
numbers, “re�ecting the
con�dence of individuals
seeking protection,” in the
country, the information
service said in a statement
to Reuters.

Reuters questions to re-
levant authorities were
sent via the information
service, which liaises with
foreign media in coordina-
tion with other Egyptian
institutions.

At a bus stop in the
heart of downtown Cairo,
Hosna, a 40-year-old
school teacher, waited
with her four children and
hundreds of other people
for transport back to
Sudan.

‘There is no safety’
Ms. Hosna said she feared
her two teenage sons could
be arrested because, des-
pite receiving U.N. refugee
status upon arrival two
years ago, the family was
still awaiting an appoint-
ment for Egyptian residen-
cy. The children of two fa-
milies in her apartment
building in Cairo had been
detained and deported,
she said.

“I came here searching
for safety but there is no sa-
fety. It’s better to die in my
country than lose my chil-
dren,” Ms. Hosna said, giv-
ing only her �rst name.
More than a dozen refu-
gees, including Ms. Hosna,
expressed concern about
returning to a precarious
security situation in Su-
dan, where the capital
Khartoum su�ers frequent
drone strikes and barely
functioning basic services
despite the army regaining
control from paramilitary
forces last year.

Sudan’s information mi-
nistry did not respond to a
request for comment
about deportations from
Egypt and risks deportees
may face. The civil war that
started in 2023 has dis-
placed millions of people
�eeing racially charged

campaigns of ethnic
cleansing and other
violence.

A new asylum law Egypt
passed in 2024 grants refu-
gees the right to work and
seek education and health-
care. But it drew criticism
from UNHCR, the U.N. re-
fugee agency, for giving of-
�cials wide discretion over
who quali�es as a refugee.

Mr. Ennarah said imple-
menting bylaws published
this month o�ered insu�-
cient protection from re-
foulement, the forcible re-
turn of refugees to a
territory where their life or
freedom is at high risk.

“The law’s expanded
grounds for denial and re-
vocation risk codifying the
crackdown,” he said.

In its statement to Reu-
ters, the Egyptian govern-
ment said the law “a�rms
respect for human dignity
and the principle of non-
refoulement” and guaran-
tees refugees the right to be
free from discrimination or
inhuman or degrading
treatment.

UNHCR said it was con-
cerned by the arrests, de-
tention, and deportations,
including of women and
children registered with
the U.N.

“Returns to Sudan
should not take place un-
der the current circum-
stances, given the ongoing
con�ict and humanitarian
situation, which do not al-
low for safe and sustaina-
ble return,” UNHCR said in
response to questions from
Reuters.

Sudan’s war refugees recount horrors
in Egypt’s jails as deportations surge

Home calls: A file photo of Sudanese refugees waiting in Cairo to

board a train to Aswan, ahead of a journey to Khartoum. REUTERS

Former detainees describe extortion, overcrowding, scarce water, and abuse; authorities have deported over 5,500 people since November, a sharp

rise from about 100 each in 2023 and 2024, security o�cials say; UNHCR says returns to Sudan should not take place under current circumstances

Reuters
CAIRO

Stepping up

Shaking a leg: People from Malawi, a country in southeastern Africa, dance in front of St. Peter’s basilica on Wednesday, the day Pope Leo

holds the weekly general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. REUTERS

Conservative Keiko Fuji-
mori appeared to win Pe-
ru’s presidential election
on Tuesday.

The election has been
one of the tightest Latin
American leadership con-
tests in decades, with
crime and political instabil-
ity dominating a race to
choose the country’s ninth
leader in a decade. 

Ms. Fujimori’s victory
would mark the return of
her family name to power,
more than two decades af-
ter the fall of her father,
former president Alberto
Fujimori. 

With 99.86% of ballots
tallied, Ms. Fujimori held
50.12% of the vote, a mar-
gin of just over 43,000 ov-

er her leftist rival Roberto
Sanchez, according to the
National O�ce of Electoral
Processes data.

Before declaring the
winner, election o�cials
need to process 131 tally
sheets, which represent
around 39,000 votes – an
insu�cient number to al-

low Mr. Sanchez to catch
up. Mr. Sanchez said he
would not recognise a go-
vernment headed by Ms.
Fujimori, claiming a “se-
rious violation of the elec-
toral process”.

Mr. Sanchez alleges ad-
ministrative irregularities
in the handling of the over-

seas vote, which repre-
sents around 3,00,000 bal-
lots, by the electoral
authority.

The overseas vote large-
ly favoured Ms. Fujimori,
who was propelled by mas-
sive support from voters in
the U.S. and Japan.

According to Mr. San-
chez, if votes cast abroad
were excluded, he would
hold a lead of around
25,000 votes over ms.
Fujimori.

He requested on Mon-
day the annulment of these
votes by the National Jury
of Elections. The request
was denied Tuesday. 

The winner will take of-
�ce July 28 for a �ve-year
term and will inherit a sta-
ble economy, with GDP
growth of over three per-
cent and low in�ation.

Right-wing leader Keiko Fujimori set
to win presidential run-o� in Peru
Agence France-Presse
LIMA

Leading lady: With 99.86% of ballots tallied, Fujimori held 50.12%

of the vote, a margin of over 43,000 over rival Roberto Sanchez. AFP

Europe struggled to cope
with a record-breaking
heatwave on Wednesday,
with at least 94 million pe-
ople expected to expe-
rience temperatures above
35 degrees Celsius, most of
them in France and Spain.

AFP estimates based on
analysis of forecasts from
the German weather ser-
vice and 2025 population
projections from the Joint
Research Centre suggest
maximum temperatures
will surpass 30 degrees
Celsius for more than 350
million people — more
than two-thirds of the con-
tinent’s population.

The extreme weather –
whose e�ects have been
made worse by buildings
and infrastructure not de-

signed to cope with high
temperatures – is being dri-
ven by atmospheric pat-
terns trapping hot air. 

But a scienti�c study pu-
blished this week said the
current heatwave was “sig-
ni�cantly exacerbated by
human-induced climate
change”, without which
the current temperatures
would have been 2-4 de-
grees Celsius cooler. 

The World Health Or-
ganization’s head Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
warned on Wednesday
that the heatwave is impe-
rilling the health of Euro-
peans, urging the conti-
nent’s leaders to invest in
making their health servic-
es more climate-resilient.

‘We’re su�ocating’ 
Around 44 million of the
nearly 67 million people in

France are currently under
the highest red alert level
for heat, according to an
AFP estimate. 

Average daytime and
nighttime temperatures
reached 29.8 degrees Celsi-
us on Tuesday — the hot-
test since current records
began in 1947 — with 39 de-
grees Celsius to 41 degrees
Celsius expected on Wed-
nesday from northwestern
Brittany to Paris.

Conditions at schools,
o�ces and factories have
become unbearable as
temperatures rise, forcing
early closures and em-
ployees to work from
home. 

“We’re su�ocating,”
said Nordine El Kaouri, 48,
an automotive worker at a
Renault plant in Douai,
northern France. 

“We feel waves of heat.

Some people even faint at
times. It’s extremely, ex-
tremely hard to keep up at
work,” he told AFP.

On a building site in
London, electrician Harri-
son Hammond, 29, said
bosses had told employees
to take the heat seriously.

But he said it was “a dif-

ferent story” as he tra-
velled home by train to Es-
sex, east of the British
capital, on Tuesday night.

“They had no air condi-
tioning on. Everyone was
really su�ering,” he said.

Power outages have
been reported in France,
including in the northwest

department of Finistere,
where high temperatures
knocked out a transformer
late on Tuesday, leaving
about 68,000 households
without electricity.

In the U.K., where tem-
peratures are forecast to
hit nearly 40 degrees Celsi-
us, electricity grid opera-
tor Neso warned that sup-
ply could be squeezed due
to pressure on the system. 

Sales of fans and air con-
ditioners have skyrocket-
ed. 

French hypermarket
Carrefour on Monday said
it had sold 30,000 units by
6:30 pm – “a thousand
times more than on a nor-
mal day”, CEO Alexandre
Bompard said. 

Engineer Yana Markev-
ich complained about legal
restrictions in the U.K. on
installing air conditioning,

which has been criticised
by some green campaign-
ers for its high energy con-
sumption. 

“We already live in a
world where heatwaves
are becoming more in-
tense. I don’t think deny-
ing ordinary people access
to proper cooling in their
own homes is a serious cli-
mate policy,” she told AFP. 

Tourism hit
June is a key month for tou-
rism in Europe but popular
landmarks, including the
Ei�el Tower and Louvre
museum in Paris, and the
stainless steel Atomium in
Brussels, have been shut-
ting early because of the
heat. 

“Visiting Paris in this
heat is awful,” said Ameri-
can engineer John Beeler,
wearing a �sherman’s hat

and holding a small fan. 
Curators at University

College London’s Grant
Museum of Zoology said
some of the thousands of
specimens it houses from
across the world were po-
tentially under threat. 

The heatwave is expect-
ed to extend into eastern
Europe in the coming days.

Poland’s weather ser-
vice issued high-level heat
warnings for the western
part of the country from
Thursday to Saturday, and
predicted temperatures
could break the record of
40.2 degrees Celsius set in
1921. 

Croatia’s popular Adriat-
ic coast was also put under
red alert for Friday and Sa-
turday, while Hungary said
it was imposing a maxi-
mum level alert from Satur-
day to Tuesday.

Europe swelters under record-breaking heatwave; France, Spain most-a�ected
Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Under shade: Tourists cross a road holding umbrellas to protect

themselves from the scorching sun in Paris, France, on Tuesday. AFP
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Panama was eliminated from the World Cup after Croatia kept its

hopes of progressing to the last 32 alive with a 1-0 win in Toronto on

Tuesday. Ante Budimir’s 54th-minute goal proved enough to see o�

the spirited Central Americans in the Group L contest that marked

Luka Modric’s 200th international appearance.

Panama out of World Cup 
after narrow loss to Croatia

HARD-FOUGHT CONTEST

REUTERS
X

DR Congo’s famous living statue finally made his World Cup debut

on Tuesday. Michel Nkuka Mboladinga, who gained fame during the

AFCON for posing as a statue of Congo’s assassinated independence

leader Patrice Lumumba for the entirety of games, attended the

match against Colombia after missing the opener against Portugal.

DR Congo’s living statue fan 
makes his World Cup debut

PAYING HOMAGE

REUTERS
X

England set an unwanted record for the most goalless draws in FIFA

World Cup history after its 0-0 stalemate against Carlos Queiroz’s

Ghana in the Group L clash in Massachusetts on Tuesday. England’s

total number of goalless matches in FIFA World Cup history has

risen to 13.

England sets dubious distinction
for the most goalless draws

BARREN

REUTERS
X

The first 48 matches of the 2026 World Cup have produced 141

goals, the highest tally in the group phase of a single edition of the

global tournament. The previous record stood at 136 goals, which

was set during the 2014 World Cup that had 48 group-stage games.

The latest mark was created in Portugal’s 5-0 rout of Uzbekistan. 

Record for most goals scored
in the group stage broken

BEST IN THE BUSINESS

GETTY IMAGES

They have been here
before.

Back to the wall. Must-
win game. Followed by
must-win game. Again.

The Women in Blue
showed they could do that
in some style at the ODI
World Cup at home just se-
ven months ago. From the
brink of elimination, they
went all the way to the
greatest triumph in the his-
tory of Indian women’s
cricket.

That was one great
comeback.

It is time for another
one. At the T20 World Cup.

Harmanpreet Kaur’s
women will take the �eld
against Bangladesh at Old
Tra�ord here on Thursday
knowing that they have to
deliver. Something they
failed to do in their last
match, against South Afri-
ca, despite promising with
both bat and ball.

India had the Proteas
struggling at 25 for two af-
ter the PowerPlay, and the
dangerous captain Laura
Wolvaardt was back in the
dressing room. 

To be fair, the bowlers
hadn’t got enough runs to
defend, but another wicket
or two, and not dropping
catches, could have put the
South Africans under
pressure.

Earlier, when India bat-
ted, Smriti Mandhana and

Shafali Verma had given
their team another rousing
start. The middle-order,
however, didn’t rise to the
occasion, yet again.

Of course, India had to
deal with an inspired all-
round performance by the
gritty Marizanne Kapp,
who guided her team to
victory with what she later
described as her best T20
innings. 

India needs such a spi-
rited show from its own
player or two against
Bangladesh.

This Indian team, of
course, looks too strong for
Bangladesh, and this
match may not pose as
much a challenge as the
one after (against Austra-
lia). 

But, given the situation
they are in, the Indians
have to be at their best,
even though they appa-

rently have not yet been
able to identify their best
eleven. India needs more
from Harmanpreet and Je-
mimah Rodrgiues, each of
whom has in their CV an
all-time great ODI innings.
Neither has really looked
�uent enough.

Smriti, Shafali, Richa
Ghosh and Deepti Sharma
have been scoring the bulk
of India’s runs, and they
need to take that form into
the coming matches. India
must be banking on Shree
Charani, the newly-
crowned No. 1 bowler in
T20Is, to continue her
marvellous work.

The Bangladesh women
will have to be particularly
wary of her. They go into
the match no doubt bu-
oyed by their win against
Pakistan. And they are not
under as much pressure as
their rivals.

Mis�ring India meets spirited
Bangladesh in must-win game

D-day: It’s now or never for Harmanpreet & Co. X@BCCIWOMEN

P.K. Ajith Kumar
MANCHESTER

T20 WORLD CUP

C
olombia �nally
broke down a stub-
born DR Congo side

on Tuesday to secure a 1-0
win that guaranteed its
place in the World Cup
knockout rounds.

The victory, courtesy of
a 76th-minute goal from
Daniel Munoz, took it top
of Group K with six points
— two clear of Portugal
which it will face in the �-
nal round.

The South Americans
dominated the early stages
peppering Lionel Mpasi’s
goal. Munoz squandered a
chance and shortly after-
wards had a goal ruled out
for o�side while James Ro-
driguez unleashed a sting-
ing shot that was brilliantly
saved. Mpasi made further
sharp stops from Johan
Mojica and Luis Diaz as the
Colombians, playing with
pace and invention, conti-

nued to dominate.
But their intensity

dipped after the �rst drinks
break, allowing DR Congo
to edge back into the con-

test and pose their own oc-
casional threat.

Mpasi made another
stunning save with his leg
from Diaz in the 50th mi-
nute to keep the game
goalless.

DR Congo brie�y threa-
tened but Crystal Palace
defender Munoz made up
for his �rst-half miss when
his shot was de�ected past
a wrong-footed Mpasi.

Agence France-Presse
GUADALAJARA

Colombia overcomes
obdurate DR Congo

Breaking through: Munoz celebrates after scoring Colombia’s

winner. REUTERS

Munoz’s strike in the second half sends the South Americans to the 

top of Group K with six points and in to the knockout round of 32

FIFA WORLD CUP

England su�ered a FIFA
World Cup setback on
Tuesday as Thomas Tu-
chel’s side was held to a
frustrating 0-0 draw by
Ghana, leaving it with
work still to do as it bids to
progress to the knockout
stage as Group L winner. 

Nico O’Reilly came clos-
est to scoring with a late
header for England that hit
the bar, but after the pro-
mise of its opening 4-2 vic-
tory over Croatia, this was

a performance that will
raise doubts as to its
chances of going all the
way and winning the
tournament.

It dominated posses-
sion and had 19 shots to its
opponents’ two, yet rarely
looked like scoring past
Ghana’s stand-in goalkeep-
er Benjamin Asare.

Both teams have four
points with one game still
to play in Group L, with
progression to the next
round all but assured, but
their �nal positions are
still in the balance. 

Agence France-Presse
FOXBOROUGH

England left frustrated
in a goalless stalemateGroup K: Colombia 1 (Munoz 76)

bt DR Congo 0.
Group L: England 0 drew with
Ghana 0; Panama 0 lost to
Croatia 1 (Budimir 54).

THE RESULTS
�

Shafali Verma took the new
ball for India against South
Africa. She enjoyed every
minute of it, giving away
just three runs.

Is she seeing herself as
an all-rounder these days?

“Yes, I would say I am an
all-rounder now,” she said,
smiling, here on Wednes-
day, on the eve of India’s
crucial T20 Women’s
World Cup match against
Bangladesh. “In domestic
cricket, playing for Harya-
na, I have always tried to
bowl, as a captain too, and
used to think what I could
do if I get a chance to bowl
for the Indian team.”

She revealed she had vi-
sualised the very situation
(bowling the �rst over of
the innings). “I had pre-
pared for it, and worked

hard. That is why I could
execute well,” she said. “As
a player I would like to put
my hand up and serve the
team in a given situation.”

Shafali said her father
had asked her to bowl from
her earliest days. “My
brother is a leg-spinner and
he said I too should bowl,”
she said. “My father now is
happy and tells me it was
good that I bowled on
those days.”

Looking forward to the
Bangladesh match, Shafali
said: “We can’t take any
team lightly. They also
came here to play good
cricket. We will go game by
game and try to play our
best cricket and try to win
that game.” 

She said the morale was
down after the loss to
South Africa. “But we mo-
tivated each other for our
last two group matches”.

P.K. Ajith Kumar
MANCHESTER

I would say I’m an
all-rounder: Shafali

For about eight months,
the goals had stopped com-
ing in international
football.

By Cristiano Ronaldo’s
standards, that drought felt
almost unnatural. His last
international goal had
come on October 14, 2025,
against Hungary, and after
a below-par performance
in Portugal’s opening
World Cup game against
DR Congo, the critics were
circling around.

Thierry Henry used his
platform on Fox Sports to
make a pointed observa-
tion. “One thing that’s im-
portant, people, please, at
home: The team needs to
score, not you need to
score.”

On Tuesday, Ronaldo
delivered his answer. He
netted twice as Portugal
defeated Uzbekistan, end-
ing a barren run that had
stretched for long. At 41
years and 138 days, Ronal-
do became the second-ol-
dest goal-scorer in World
Cup history, behind Roger
Milla, who had struck
against Russia in 1994
when he was 42 years and
39 days old. 

He is now the oldest
player to record more than
one goal in a men’s World
Cup game, surpassing the
mark his long-time rival
Lionel Messi had set
against Algeria and then
extended further with his
twin strike against Austria.

“I’m very happy. But for
me, the most important

thing is our work and the
con�dence we showed,”
Ronaldo said, perhaps
sending a message to the
detractors, who had ques-
tioned his adaptability as a
team man. “The team per-
formed really well and im-
proved a lot. As the saying
goes, every cloud has a sil-
ver lining. Obviously,
speaking personally, re-
cords are always nice, but
my goal is always to help
the national team achieve
its objectives.”

That response re�ected
a player who understands
his place in the �nal chap-
ter of a remarkable career.
Ronaldo no longer needs
to prove he can score
goals. He has spent more
than two decades doing

precisely that. He, now,
seeks one last meaningful
run with Portugal.

Roberto Martinez, the
Portugal coach, came to
Ronaldo’s defence. “Our
captain is an icon, and he
is a role model who works
hard for the Portugal team
both on the pitch and also
in the dressing room. And
it is not just the goals he
scores but what he creates,
the passes he makes. He is
already preparing for the
next match,” Martinez
said.

After months of ques-
tions and scrutiny, the
night brought con�rma-
tion that even at 41, Ronal-
do remains capable of de-
ciding the biggest
occasions.

At 41, Ronaldo shows he
still has it in him to deliver

Relief and belief: Ronaldo lets out his emotions with a trademark

SIU after scoring a brace against Uzbekistan. GETTY IMAGES

Ayon Sengupta
HOUSTON

Group F remains delicately
poised heading into the �-
nal round of matches, and
neither Japan nor Sweden
will feel entirely comforta-
ble when they meet at the
Dallas Stadium.

Both still control their
own destinies, but the mar-
gin for error is considera-
bly narrower. Japan arrives
with momentum after Ha-
jime Moriyasu’s side pro-
duced one of the perfor-
mances of the tournament
in a 4-0 demolition of Tuni-
sia. With four points and a
superior goal di�erence, Ja-
pan knows a draw will gua-
rantee a place in the knock-
out rounds.

Sweden’s journey in this
World Cup, however, has
been more turbulent. Gra-
ham Potter’s side opened
with an emphatic 5-1 victo-
ry over Tunisia but was
brought crashing back to
earth by a big defeat
against the Netherlands. 

Despite the setback,
Sweden remains well
placed on three points.
Another point could be
enough to secure progres-
sion, depending on results
elsewhere. Its greatest
source of optimism re-
mains up front. The part-

nership of Viktor Gyokeres
and Alexander Isak has the
potential to emerge as one
of the most dangerous at-
tacking combinations.

Japan will be without at-
tacking mid�elder Takefu-

sa Kubo, who is nursing a
knee injury. 

With quali�cation at
stake, Dallas could witness
one of the �ercest contests
of the �nal group-stage
round.

Japan, Sweden ready to joust
with quali�cation on the line
Ayon Sengupta
DALLAS
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The women’s doubles pair of Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopi Chand advanced to the second
round of the US Open Super 300 badminton
tournament after overcoming Spain’s Paula
Lopez and Lucia Rodriguez in a three-game
battle at Fullerton. Treesa, making her return
after an ankle injury layo�, and Gayatri won
21-12, 14-21, 21-13 in a 51-minute opening-round
contest. The Indian duo will next take on Japan’s
Sumire Nakade and Miyu Takahashi.

Treesa-Gayatri duo advances
at US Open badminton

Mid�elder Khaidem Shileima Chanu will lead a
24-member Indian junior women’s team for an
exposure tour of the United Kingdom from July 5
to 14, Hockey India (HI) announced on
Wednesday. Under new coach Tim White, the
team will play seven matches in Scotland and
England.

The squad: Goalkeepers: Nidhi, Engil Harsha Rani Minz. 

Defenders: Pooja Sahoo, Supriya, Madhu, F. Lalbi Aksiami,
Lalneihpuii, Parwati Topno.

Midfielders: Khaidem Shileima Chanu (Capt.), Tanuja Toppo,
Supriya Kujur, Pooja Malik, Binima Dhan, Geeta Yadav, Roshni
Aind, Tanushree Dinesh Kadu; Forwards: Sukhveer Kaur,
Shashi Khasa, Lalrinpuii, Nisha Minj, Purnima Yadav, Kajal,
Sanika Chandrakant Mane, Krishna Sharma.

Shileima to lead Indian junior
women’s hockey team

Vanshika Chaudhary and Shiva Narwal delivered
a composed performance to clinch the 10m air
pistol mixed team silver medal at the ISSF Junior
World Championship in Suhl, Germany, on
Tuesday. They shot 469.7 to �nish behind
Poland’s Malgorzata Dabrowska and Ivan Rakitski
(471.9). The bronze went to Taiwan’s Cheng
Yen-Ching and Hsieh Hsiang-Chen (410.0). India
continued to top the medal standings with 16
medals — �ve gold, four silver and seven bronze.

Vanshika and Shiva win 10m
air pistol mixed team silver

INBRIEF
�

Former New Zealand fast bowler Bob Blair died
on his 94th birthday ( June 23). Blair represented
New Zealand in 19 Tests between 1953 and 1964,
claiming 43 wickets at 35.23. Blair also enjoyed a
distinguished First Class career, taking 537
wickets in 119 matches at 18.54, primarily for
Wellington. 

Former New Zealand fast
bowler Bob Blair passes away

F
ive-time World
chess champion Vis-
wanathan Anand

was honoured with the
Sports Journalists’ Federa-
tion of India’s ‘SJFI Medal’
at a well-attended function
at the Madras Cricket Club
here on Wednesday. 

The event was hosted in
partnership with the Tamil
Nadu Sports Journalists’
Association (TNSJA).

Anand, who is serving
as the deputy president of
FIDE, joins an esteemed
list of awardees that in-
cludes Sunil Gavaskar, Vi-
jay Amritraj, Prakash Padu-

kone, P.T. Usha, and
Milkha Singh (posthu-
mous). The medal was pre-
sented to the 56-year-old

by former India cricket
captain and 1983 World
Cup winner K. Srikkanth.

“I am proud in a way to

have been a catalyst for the
growth of chess in India.
This is very much a recog-
nition by my peers for real

achievements and contri-
butions. This is very spe-
cial because it is hardcore;
these are people who will
appreciate you for what
you did and not necessari-
ly the impact it had or
anything else,” said an elat-
ed Anand.

True champion
Srikkanth was at his witty
best. “Way back in 1985 or
1986, I played chess with
Anand and that is my claim
to fame. As usual, I got
knocked out in �ve or six
moves, but that is �ne. Be-
ing the world champion in
an individual sport... just
imagine. He deserves a
standing ovation,” said
Srikkanth as the attendees
rose in unison to celebrate
the achievements of the le-

gendary Grandmaster.
Olympic gold-winning

hockey skipper V. Baska-
ran hailed the SJFI for “do-
ing a wonderful job in pro-
moting sports”. Veteran
journalist R. Mohan read
the citation that was pre-
sented to Anand. A custo-
mised caricature was also
given to the champion.

The SJFI president Sara-
ju Chakraborty delivered
the welcome address,
while the federation’s se-
cretary V. Ramesh, pro-
posed the vote of thanks. 

Other eminent sports
personalities, including
GMs K. Sasikiran, Shyam
Sundar, IMs Manuel Aaron,
V. Saravanan, P. Konguvel
and former hockey player
Mohammed Riaz also
graced the function.

Chess icon says he is proud to be a catalyst for the growth of the sport in India; terms the award a recognition by his peers for real achievements

GENERAL

Anand honoured with SJFI Medal

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Rewarding excellence: Srikkanth congratulates Anand after presenting the SJFI Medal as Baskaran,

right, and SJFI’s Ramesh and Saraju Chakraborty look on. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

R. Vaishali’s rise as a chal-
lenger for the World title is
an important moment for
Indian women’s chess, ac-
cording to the legendary
Viswanathan Anand.

He gave her a reasona-
ble chance in the World
Championship match
against China’s Ju Wenjun.

“Already, the fact that
she’s a challenger again af-
ter so many years without
Koneru Humpy is very
good news for Indian wo-
men’s chess. And obvious-

ly if she wins, that will be
magni�ed,” Anand said on
the sidelines of an SJFI
event, where he was ho-
noured on Wednesday.

Further, the �ve-time
World champion said Ju re-

mained a formidable oppo-
nent, but felt motivation
could become a factor.

“I would still say Ju Wen-
jun is very strong, but al-
ready it’ll be what, six
years or seven years, since
she became the World
champion... I think it’s go-
ing to be harder for her to
motivate herself. I think it
is much easier for Vaishali
to do so. So, I think her
chances are quite
reasonable.”

With regard to the title
match between the reign-
ing champion D. Gukesh
and challenger Javokhir

Sindarov, Anand said it has
given the India-Uzbekistan
rivalry a sharper focus
beyond the Olympiad.

India would be defend-
ing titles in the Open and
women’s sections at the
forthcoming Olympiad,
and Anand said Uzbekis-
tan, apart from China and
the USA, would be the
ones to watch out for.

He also said the key for
Gukesh would be to return
to the simple demands of
playing strong chess, rath-
er than getting caught up
in the noise around being
the World champion.

Vaishali has a ‘reasonable chance’ against Ju Wenjun: Anand

Full backing: Anand is confident of Vaishali’s prospects. 
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C. Shyam Sundar
CHENNAI

The fact that Vaishali is a
challenger again after so
many years without
Humpy is good news for
Indian women’s chess.
And if she wins, that will
be magni�ed

India clinched the three-
match women’s under-19
T20 series with a narrow
11-run win over Sri Lanka
in the second game at the
M.A. Chidambaram Stadi-
um on Wednesday.

Chasing a tricky 135, Sri
Lanka stayed in the contest
through a 69-run second-
wicket partnership that
threatened to swing the
match. However, medium-
pacer Janhavi Virkar (three
for 14) and left-arm spinner
Maitri Maniar (three for 26)
pulled things back to se-
cure an unassailable 2-0
lead for the home team.

For all-rounder Kashvi
Kandikuppa, wearing the
India colours is a dream
come true. “When the
squad list came out, I was
really overwhelmed. But
this is just the beginning,”
said Kashvi. The youngster
credited her coaches, Ar-

jun Dev and Kiran Uppoor
at the NICE academy, for
her aggressive mindset.
“Attack is the best form of
defence. Whatever the sit-
uation is, you look to take
on the opponent and not
be on the defensive side.” 

Kashvi, who began as a
keeper-batter and medi-
um-pacer before settling
into o�-spin, said India
head coach Nooshin Al
Khadeer helped simplify
her approach. “Before
learning variations, she
wanted me to be spot-on
with my o�-spin. It is about

using the crease, under-
standing the batter and
reading situations,” Kashvi
said.

Though there is pres-
sure when representing
the country, Kashvi be-
lieves enjoyment remains
central to her game. “I
started playing the sport to
enjoy it. If I lose that, there
is no point in playing.”

The scores: India u-19 134/6 in
20 overs (Tanishka Sharma 58) bt
Sri Lanka u-19 123/8 in 20 overs
(Vimoksha Balasuriya 61, Janhavi
Virkar 3/14, Maitri Maniar 3/26).
PoM: Maitri.

India pips Sri Lanka, seals
women’s u-19 T20 series

Having the last laugh: The Indians prevailed by 11 runs. X@BCCI

Tarun Shastry
CHENNAI

When the daughter of a
cricket legend takes the
�eld in national colours,
one question is practically
inevitable: did you take up
the sport after watching
your father play?

That query was posed to
Limansa ‘Limmy’ Thilaka-
rathne — daughter of Sri
Lankan icon Tillakaratne
Dilshan — following Sri
Lanka’s narrow 11-run de-
feat to India in the second
Women’s Youth T20 at the
M.A. Chidambaram Stadi-
um on Wednesday.

“Honestly, I’m really
proud to be his daughter,”
Limansa said. “I started
playing cricket not because
of him, but because I was
inspired by him. I’m lucky
to have him as my father
and I’m proud to carry that
name.”

For the 17-year-old, who
resides in Victoria, Austra-
lia, the journey began far

from her father’s imme-
diate gaze.

“When I �rst started,
my dad wasn’t even
around; he was travelling. I
was playing for fun. I
wasn’t thinking seriously
about it,” she recalled. “My
mum was the one who en-
couraged me. She would
send videos of me playing
to my dad, and he felt
there was some potential
there. That’s really how

everything started.”
That spark soon became

something more serious.
“Later, I got selected for

Victoria’s under-19 wo-
men’s programme. Things
were progressing well, but
we chose to pursue the op-
portunity to represent Sri
Lanka. Looking back, I’m
very happy with that
decision.”

While her father was a
devastating top-order bat-
ter, Limansa is carving her
own path.

“When I started, I could
bowl a wrong’un naturally,
just o� the back of my
hand. My dad noticed it
and thought I could deve-
lop more as a leg-spinner,
and he helped me keep the
wrong’un as a variation.”

A family reunion on In-
dian soil might be on the
cards soon. “Dad men-
tioned he might come ov-
er, perhaps to Puducherry
for the 50-over series,” she
said. “We’ll see how it
works out”.

Limansa, daughter of Dilshan,
carries his legacy with pride
Tarun Shastry
CHENNAI

Limansa. TARUN SHASTRY 

On the �nal day of the 26th Asian senior fencing
championships in New Delhi on Wednesday,
Japan clinched gold in the men’s foil team event
through a solid display anchored by individual
champion Kyosuke Matsuyama. While Hong
Kong launched a �erce campaign to claim silver,
the Chinese pocketed the bronze medal. In this
category, the Indian team secured eighth position
to seal a direct quali�cation spot for the
upcoming Asian Games. In women’s epee, South
Korea captured gold. China and Kazakhstan won
silver and bronze respectively.

Indian men’s foil team 
secures Asian Games spot

Eighteen-year-old hammer
thrower Anushka Yadav
smashed a nine-year-old
National record, pole vaul-
ter Dev Meena bettered the
National record and hur-
dler Jyothi Yarraji made a
stunning comeback from
injury in the National inter-
state athletics meet at the
Kalinga Stadium here on
Wednesday. 

The evening belonged
to an unheralded Anushka,
a National under-20 record
holder hailing from Bagh-
pat, as she unexpectedly
broke the National mark in
her second attempt
(65.64m). She bettered it in
her last throw to log
67.02m, a �ve-plus metres

improvement on her pre-
vious best of 62.89m, to
qualify for the Asian
Games. 

“I had a knee injury in
March while I was handling
agricultural equipment to
help my father in our �eld.
I made a good recovery to
perform here,” said Anush-
ka. 

Meena overcame the
challenges of competing in
humid weather by staying

hydrated and booked his
Asiad spot with a mark of
5.46m.

Jyothi asserted her class
as she timed 13.14 in the
women’s 100m hurdles
heats to achieve Asian
Games quali�cation before
clocking 12.99 in the �nal
to win the race. “I waited
for this moment. The same
day last year I got injured. I
was in no mood to give
up,” said Jyothi.

National record holder
Gulveer Singh, who is still
acclimatising after return-
ing from his training base
in the USA a week ago, ran
a slow race in ‘hot’ morn-
ing conditions to clock
13:52.92 and emerge victo-
rious. However, he could
not achieve the coveted
quali�cation mark.

Altogether 15 athletes
quali�ed in the men’s
800m heats.

The results (finals): Men:

5000m (Asiad Q mark

13:39.18): 1. Gulveer Singh (UP)
13:52.92, 2. Abhishek Pal (UP)
13:54.18, 3. Harmanjot Singh
(Pun) 13:54.60; Pole vault (Asiad

Q mark 5.45m): 1. Dev Meena
(MP) 5.46m (NR, Old 5.45m,
Kuldeep Kumar, 2026), 2. Reegan
G. (TN) 5.30m, 3. Kuldeep Kumar
(MP) 5.20m.
Women: 5000m (Asiad Q mark

15:36.58): 1. Seema (HP)
16:11.04, 2. Bharti (Har) 16:17.10,
3. Ravina Gayakwad (Mah)
16:32.92; 100m hurdles (Asiad

Q mark 13.34): 1. Jyothi Yarraji
(AP) 12.99, 2. Nandhini K. (TN)
13.22, 3. Pragyan Prasanti Sahu
(Odi) 13.48; Triple jump (Asiad

Q mark 13.34m): 1. I. Asha
Ilango (TN) 13.89m (NMR, Old
13.72m, Mayookha Johny, 2014),
2. Niharika Vashisht (Pun)
13.22m, 3. Mallala Anusha (AP)
13.13m; Hammer (Asiad Q

mark 61.72m): 1. Anushka
Yadav (UP) 67.02m (NR, Old
65.25m, Sarita Singh, 2017), 2.
Tanya Chaudhary (UP) 61.70m, 3.
Harshita Sehrawat (Del) 60.92m.

Anushka, Dev Meena and Jyothi book their Asiad tickets
ATHLETICS

Y.B. Sarangi
BHUBANESWAR

Star performers: Hammer thrower Anushka lowered a nine-year-old mark, Meena soared to 5.46m 

in pole vault and Jyothi asserted her class in 100m hurdles. BISWARANJAN ROUT 

The stando� between Ma-
nika Batra and the Table
Tennis Federation of India
(TTFI) over her exclusion
from the Asian Games
squad intensi�ed on Wed-
nesday, with the ace pad-
dler hinting at legal re-
course even as the
federation issued a detailed
response explaining the se-
lection process and the cir-
cumstances that led to her
omission.

The three-page reply, ac-
cessed by The Hindu, was
sent after deliberations
within the TTFI hierarchy
over the last �ve days and
outlines the selection crite-

ria, the evaluation process
and the discussions held by
the national selection com-
mittee. According to TTFI,
despite not ful�lling the
prescribed criteria because
of her absence from the
domestic circuit for the last
two seasons, World No. 51
Manika was still considered
in recognition of her
achievements and stature
in Indian table tennis.

The TTFI also rejected
comparisons with the se-
lection process for the 2022
Asian Games, stating that
the earlier policy “cannot
be determinative” for the
2026 edition. It maintained
that Manika’s omission
“was not due to any single
factor” but was based on a

cumulative assessment
comprising national perfor-
mance, global perfor-
mance, comparative eval-
uation of competing
players, team composition,
medal prospects and stra-
tegic suitability, besides the
views expressed and votes
cast by the selection com-
mittee members.

Manika maintained that
her concerns were about
transparency rather than
selection. “If I do not re-
ceive satisfactory answers
regarding the basis of this
decision, I will be left with
no option but to explore all
remedies available to me,
including legal recourse,”
she said in a statement is-
sued earlier in the day.

Stando� between Manika and TTFI
over her exclusion from Asian
Games squad intensi�es
Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI
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could have eclipsed the former Germany
striker even earlier in the game if not for
sending his penalty wide in the ninth
minute, strangely his third miss from the
spot in three consecutive World Cups. It is
reassuring to know that he can err too.

Otherwise, his tally of World Cup goals
is another stratospheric feat in Messi’s
long list of individual and collective
accolades. During this very tournament,
he has become only the third player, after
Frenchman Just Fontaine and Brazilian
Jairzinho way back, to score in six
consecutive World Cup matches — the last
time he failed to score was in Argentina’s
�nal group-stage match of the euphoric
2022 campaign against Poland. With his
hat-trick against Algeria last week, he also
became Argentina’s youngest and oldest
scorer in the tournament, a glowing
stamp of his longevity.

The game against the Algerians,
notably, marked 20 years to the day that
he had come o� the bench against Serbia
and Montenegro for his World Cup debut
and scored in the German city of
Gelsenkirchen. His was the �nal goal in a
6-0 win, the only time ever that he has
played supporting cast in the marquee
event.

Heartbeat

That he is the main man for the
Albiceleste — he has scored all �ve of his
team’s goals at this tournament so far —
even two decades later appears to blur

the lines between fact and �ction. Never
mind the welcome U-turn after
announcing his international retirement
in 2016, it is nearly four years since his
greatest night in an Argentine shirt in
Qatar. And still here he is, raising hopes of
an encore in North America as the
heartbeat of the three-time champion.
“When Leo gets activated, everyone gets
activated,” Argentina’s head coach Lionel
Scaloni told the media after the victory
over Austria.

Messi’s record-breaking opening goal
on Monday was a �tting example of how
the rest of the Argentine players are
geared towards facilitating the legend in
their midst. Among Messi’s teammates
are Enzo Fernandez and Alexis Mac
Allister, mainstays in the mid�eld for elite
Premier League clubs. Lautaro Martinez,
Inter Milan skipper, �nished on top of the
goal-scoring charts in the 2025-26 Serie A
season. Atletico Madrid’s Alvarez, used as
a substitute by Scaloni so far, is keenly
sought by Real Madrid. Rodrigo De Paul
served Atletico with distinction before
joining up with Messi at Inter Miami in
Major League Soccer (MLS). Yet, if all of
them want to intuitively look for one man
as often as possible on the pitch, it is
telling of Messi’s unabated greatness.

They did exactly that in the 38th
minute. Messi, with his back towards the
Austrian goal, started the move by �nding
Thiago Almada in the middle of the park.
The 25-year-old Atletico Madrid winger

charged with the ball towards the edge of
the 18-yard box, and then fed it out wide
to Facundo Medina on the left. The
left-back could have o�ered a cross past
the last line of defence for Lautaro to latch
onto, but instead passed the ball back in
the direction that it came from. In
anticipation of the great man running in
behind him, Almada let the ball go
between his legs, aptly for Messi to pass
the ball past Schlager’s outstretched right
arm and pump his right �st in
celebration.

In a career as long as his, Messi has
scored every category of goal imaginable.
There have been unstoppable long-range
thunderbolts and free-kicks, mesmerising
solo runs, delectable chips and
quintessential fox-in-the-box �nishes. But
if there is a type of goal that is
synonymous with him, it has to be his
unfailing propensity to pick his spot in the
corner, open up his body and caress the
ball into the net with his majestic left foot
from the edge of the box.

Complementing his sublime skill and
avid a�ection for the game is a
razor-sharp brain too. It lends to his
innate understanding of where he needs
to be at any given juncture. He can no
longer press the opposition with the
intensity that a younger version of himself
could, nor make gut-busting runs beyond
the defence in the hope that a teammate
�nds him. Against Austria, as he often did
in the previous World Cup, he covered a
distance of nearly �ve kilometres merely
by walking. It appears antithetical to the
very essence of the sport, but it is simply
his way of conserving energy in his
twilight for the key moments that require
him to inject his magic.

For Messi to be in the necessary
physical shape for the rigours of a World
Cup, the move to the MLS in 2023 has also
helped. Even though the pro�le of the
American league has grown in recent
years, there isn’t as much strain on
Messi’s wearing body from playing for
Inter Miami as there would have been if
he was still plying his trade in Europe.
Without needing to operate at full throttle
all the time, he has still become the fastest
to 50 goals in MLS history.

Looking ahead, will Messi’s
goal-scoring record in the World Cup be
breached? Possibly in this very
tournament, given that France’s talisman
Kylian Mbappe, 27, is just two behind the
Argentine.But to help understand Messi’s
legacy, the climax of Argentina's duel
against Austria was instructive as well as
poignant. As the television cameras
panned to an old lady in the audience,
she held up a banner that read,
‘100-year-old Messi fan’.

Beyond all the goals and trophies won,
Messi spreads unadulterated joy to
millions around the world like her. There
can be no greater endorsement of his
legacy. 
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Messi’s record-breaking
opening goal on Monday was a
fitting example of how the rest
of the Argentine players are
geared towards facilitating the
legend in their midst

�

Complementing his sublime
skill and avid a�ection for the
game is a razor-sharp brain
too. It lends to his innate
understanding of where he
needs to be at any given
juncture

�

For Messi to be in the
necessary physical shape for
the rigours of a World Cup, the
move to the MLS in 2023 has
also helped. Without needing
to operate at full throttle all the
time, he has still become the
fastest to 50 goals in MLS
history

Argentina’s Messi-ah
keeps the �re burning

Vivek Krishnan

I
t is the �fth minute of stoppage
time. There is a 1-0 lead to protect.
There is quali�cation for the
knockout stages of the FIFA World

Cup to seal.
With barely a minute left for the �nal

whistle, the practical thing for mere
mortals to do would be to take the ball to
a distant corner and waste as much of the
remaining time as possible.

But when has Lionel Messi, long
immortalised in Argentina’s iconic sky
blue and white, ever been constrained by
the parameters applicable to the rest of
the universe? Never, not even at 38 years
old, is the answer.

He hares down the right �ank with the
bounding enthusiasm of a restless
teenager, looks up and �nds Julian
Alvarez sprinting down the middle with
an inch-perfect pass.

Alvarez, 13 years younger, takes a
couple of touches before shooting straight
at goalkeeper Alexander Schlager. By this
stage, Messi has positioned himself
unmarked in the 18-yard box. He attracts
the ball again, and navigates his way
around the goalkeeper and another
Austrian player before taking aim at goal.
The shot is blocked, but he hammers the
rebound past a row of bodies and into the
back of the net.

In these few frames, the drive and
desire of the irrepressible genius from
Rosario are perfectly encapsulated. Of
course, Messi, who turned 39 on
Wednesday, was born to do things with a
football that few can envision, let alone
execute. But more compellingly, the little
wizard, having won the World Cup in
Qatar four years ago and conquered
everything there is to conquer in the
beautiful game, retains the �re within him
to light up the global stage at this phase of
his extraordinary career.

Perhaps, we shouldn’t be surprised.
For, the determination to not let
standards drop is a timeless trait that
binds otherworldly champions across the
sporting landscape — Novak Djokovic,
who also turned 39 last month, is another
contemporary example from the world of
tennis. Xavi drew a parallel with
basketball icon Michael Jordan in his
column for The Athletic, for there is no
footballing equivalent to his former
Barcelona teammate in his view.

Another record

Messi’s aforementioned goal in a Group-J
encounter against Austria at the Dallas
Stadium in Arlington was his second of
Monday afternoon in a 2-0 win. It was
also his 18th strike across six World Cups.
The 17th, which came earlier in the day in
the air-conditioned venue, steered him
clear of Mirosav Klose as the singular
owner of the record for most goals in the
history of the quadrennial show-piece. He

A IN-X

In the Group-J encounter

against Austria at the Dallas

Stadium on Monday, the little

wizard scored his 17th and 18th

goals to become the singular

holder of the record for most

World Cup strikes. Nearly four

years after enjoying his greatest

night in Argentina’s sky blue

and white in Qatar when he

won the coveted prize, the

forward has raised hopes of an

encore in North America for

the South American giant
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