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Citizenship under CAA
only if claims verified: SC

Act provides rights to persecuted religious minorities, but their claims must clear official review,

says court after petitioner flags panic among refugees from neighbouring nations after SIR began

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday said
conferment of

rights associated with In-
dian citizenship to people
claiming to be religious mi-
norities who fled persecu-
tion from Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan, and Bangladesh
and protected under the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, would be wholly de-
pendent on whether their
claims turn out to be true.

The court said that
though the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
had introduced changes in
favour of granting “enfor-
ceable rights” to persecut-
ed religious minorities
from these countries, ev-
ery such claim would have
to be enquired into and
verified by the authorities.

Afile picture of Bangladeshi
Hindus arriving at a village in
West Bengal. REUTERS

The oral observations
from a Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi came on a petition filed
by an NGO, Aatmadeep.

The NGO submitted that
these groups, especially
those who had fled Bangla-
desh and were living in
West Bengal, were petri-

Y| = Thedelayin

issuing citizenship
certificates,

combined with the
non-recognition of

Fear of statelessness

- Key issues raised in the petition regarding persecuted
minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan

m The affected persons — recognised by
Parliament as deserving protection and
integration — are now exposed to the
risk of statelessness, social exclusion,
and disenfranchisement

acknowledgment
receipts during

the ongoing

Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), has
created a “serious
constitutional crisis”

fied that the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls would
render them stateless.
Chief Justice Kant said
the conferment of Indian
citizenship was not a given
for CAA applicants. They
should fulfil certain condi-
tions, and in due course,
could apply for inclusion in

= The acknowledgment receipt
generated upon online submission

of an application for a certificate of
naturalisation must be treated as valid
provisional proof of pending citizenship
determination, at least for the SIR

the voters’ list, the Chief
Justice said.

The court, however, is-
sued notice to the Election
Commission and the
Centre, seeking a res-
ponse. It posted the case
for hearing next week.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Top court slams EC’s
‘mechanical replies
to SIR-related issues

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday  remonstrated
with the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) for giving
“mechanical and cyclos-
tyled” answers every time
a human problem is pre-
sented in court by anxious
voters about the ongoing
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant voiced the top
court’s exasperation at re-
peatedly being witness to
the EC trying to parry the
practical difficulties raised
in the court with figures
and statistics on the num-
ber of enumeration forms
that have been submitted
and digitised.

T.N. migrant workers’
woes

The latest instance
came while the court was
hearing applications seek-
ing an extension of time to
submit the enumeration

forms in Tamil Nadu.

The applicants said that
many people living in the
hilly regions of the State
were migrant workers, and
many leave for their an-
nual pilgrimage to Sabari-
mala and will only return
by Pongal in mid-January.
The enumeration phase,
however, is set to end on
December 11 in the State.

The EC’s response was a
blank statement: “99.27%
enumeration forms were
received and digitised in
Tamil Nadu.”

“For you, it is 90% and
97% every time a practical
difficulty is raised in this
court. Your answers are al-
ways mechanical and cy-
clostyled,” the Chief Justice
berated the EC.

Another applicant sub-
mitted that 56 lakh people
were yet to submit their en-
umeration forms in the
State.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Trump mulls tariffs on Indian
rice; move may hit US. more

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Days before a team of ne-
gotiators from the United
States is to visit India to dis-
cuss tariffs, U.S. President
Donald Trump has hinted
at imposing further tariffs
on India, this time on rice,
to prevent it from “dump-
ing” rice in the U.S.

However, an analysis of
trade data between the
two countries shows that
such tariffs would hurt the
U.S. far more than India
since only about 3% of In-
dia’s rice exports go to the
U.S., whereas Indian rice
makes up more than one-
fourth of the quantity im-
ported into the U.S.

In other words, for rice,
the U.S. is not a major ex-
port destination for India,
but India is a major import
source for the U.S.

The Hindu had recently

Differing  *[
impacts

The chart
compares India’s
shareinthe U.S.’s

20 %
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SOURCE: UN COMTRADE exports imports

reported that a U.S. team  American farmers.

of negotiators led by Depu-
ty U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Rick Switzer would be
in New Delhi on December
10-12 to discuss tariffs. The
U.S. has currently imposed
a total of 50% tariffs on im-
ports from India.

Mr. Trump made his
rice tariff comments dur-
ing a White House meeting
in which he unveiled a $12
billion package to support

At a meeting in the
White House, when a farm-
ers’ representative com-
plained that India, Thai-
land and other countries
were “dumping” rice in the
U.S., Mr. Trump asked the
U.S. Secretary of the Trea-
sury Scott Bessent: “Why is
India allowed to do that?
They have to pay tariffs. Do
they have an exemption on
rice?”

Exercising franchise

>

Voters stand in queue before a polling station in Thripunithura, Kochi, on Tuesday. In the first phase of

the Kerala local body polls, seven southern districts recorded 70.9% polling, as per the data released by
the State Election Commission. THULASI KAKKAT (REPORT ON PAGE 6)

IN BRIEF

Goa club blaze:
owner Ajay Gupta
detained in Delhi

NEW DELHI/PANAJI

The Goa police on Tuesday
detained Ajay Gupta, one of
the four owners of ‘Birch by
Romeo Lane’ nightclub, where
a devastating fire on December
6 claimed the lives of 25
people. Mr. Gupta was
apprehended from the
national capital. » Page 4

OPPORTUNITIES
» PAGE 5

CM
K

INDIA bloc MPs move motion to impeach HC judge

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

MPs of the INDIA bloc on
Tuesday submitted a letter
to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla to move an impeach-
ment motion in Parliament
against Justice G.R. Swami-
nathan of the Madras High
Court’s Madurai Bench.
They accused the judge
of deciding cases based on
political ideology and
sought his removal under
Article 217, read with Arti-
cle 124, of the Constitution.
“The House resolves to
pass a motion for the im-
peachment of Justice G.R.
Swaminathan,” stated the
letter. Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) Parlia-
mentary Party leader Kani-
mozhi said Mr. Birla told

Justice G.R. Swaminathan

the MPs that he would look
into the issue.

Other MPs who submit-
ted the letter include the
party’s Lok Sabha leader
T.R. Baalu, Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav, CPI(M) member Su.
Venkatesan, DMK member
A. Raja, VCK MP Thol. Thi-
rumavalavan and MDMK
leader Durai Vaiko.

The Opposition’s move

The move comes
against the backdrop
of the judge’s order
directing authorities
in T.N. to ensure that
Karthigai Deepam
was lit at deepathoon

near a dargah

comes against the back-
drop of Justice Swaminath-
an’s order directing the
authorities of the Subrama-
niya Swamy Temple at Thi-
rupparankundram, Madu-
rai, to ensure that the
Karthigai Deepam was lit at
a deepathoon (pillar) near a
dargah atop the hill.

As many as 107 MPs
signed the letter, stating
that the judge’s conduct
raised serious questions

about the judiciary’s im-
partiality, transparency,
and secular functioning.

The Opposition leaders
accused the judge of show-
ing undue favouritism to
senior advocate M. Sricha-
ran Ranganathan in decid-
ing cases, and of favouring
advocates from a particu-
lar community.

“He is deciding cases on
the basis of a particular
political ideology and
against the secular princi-
ples of the Indian Constitu-
tion,” they alleged.

Copies to President, CJI

The MPs submitted copies
of letters written by mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha
and the Lok Sabha to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu and
Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Surya Kant.

Last week, the Lok Sab-
ha witnessed a face-off bet-
ween the DMK, which
leads the United Progres-
sive Alliance government
in Tamil Nadu, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which leads the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
at the Centre, over the dee-
pathoon issue.

Poll-bound State

On December 5, Mr. Baalu
accused the BJP of trying to
“ignite communal ten-
sions” in the State, which is
due to go to the polls next
year, while Union Minister
of State for Parliamentary
Affairs L. Murugan charged
the DMK-led government
with “denying devotees
their right to worship”.

IndiGo set to reduce
400-500 flights daily
to stabilise schedule

agriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo will slash 400 to
500 flights to fully stabilise
its daily schedule, nearly
double the number of cuts
the government ordered
after the airline’s failure to
allocate enough pilots after
the new night-flying rules
crippled its operations and
led to the cancellation of
hundreds of flights over
the past week.

The airline will now op-
erate 1,800 to 1,900 flights
daily instead of 2,300 it
was operating earlier, an
IndiGo executive told The
Hindu.

This implies that nearly
81,000 passengers a day
will be affected until full
capacity is restored, ac-
cording to back-of-the-en-
velope calculations assum-
ing 90% seat occupancy on
its 180-seat aircraft. The
airline did not provide any
clarity on how long it
would take to return to full
capacity, but the executive
said the airline would in-
form passengers about
cancellations 72 hours in
advance.

IndiGo’s decision to cur-
tail flights came even as Ci-
vil Aviation Minister K.
Rammohan Naidu said in a
post on X that the airline
had been ordered to slash
10% of its flights. This was
up from the 5% the govern-
ment ordered earlier in the
day. However, the final tal-
ly means IndiGo is slashing
17%-21% of its daily flights.

IndiGo chief executive
officer (CEO) Pieter Elbers,
who met Mr. Naidu on
Tuesday, said in a recorded
video statement before the
meeting that the airline’s
operations had “fully sta-
bilised, which means the
flights reflecting on our
website are scheduled to

Passengers exit the airport in
Kanpur, following cancellation
of flights to Delhi and Mumbai
on Tuesday. PTI

operate with an adjusted
network”.

The airline also said it
was now flying to all the
138 destinations in its net-
work, and its on-time per-
formance (OTP) had im-
proved to 85% to 90% of
flights adhering to their ar-
rival and departure slots;
the figure had dropped to
as low as 3.5% last week.

‘Safety non-negotiable’
Earlier in the day, Mr. Nai-
du said in the Lok Sabha
that the airline had been
directed to restructure its
operations and reserve
crew capacity.

“No airline, however
large, will be permitted to
cause such hardship to
passengers through plan-
ning failures, non-com-
pliance or non-adherence
to statutory provisions. Sa-
fety in civil aviation is com-
pletely non-negotiable,” he
said. The airline was also
directed to ensure reserve
crew capacity.

A four-member commit-
tee has been set up to in-
quire into the large-scale
flight disruptions at Indi-
Go, and the airline’s CEO
and COO have been issued
show-cause notices warn-
ing of enforcement action.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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No scope for fire-safety lapses: Gupta;
MCD initiates compliance survey

Inspection of major events, commercial spaces vital to avert Goa-like tragedy: CM; asks Chief Secretary, fire dept. officials to

review current mechanism, frame new guidelines if necessary; civic body panel chair seeks compliance report in five days

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

hief Minister Rekha
C Gupta on Tuesday

said her govern-
ment will not tolerate laps-
esin fire-safety compliance
and instructed officials to
ensure the process of issu-
ing no-objection certifi-
cates (NOCs) to commer-
cial establishments
becomes more transparent
and hassle-free.

Her remarks, made dur-
ing a review meeting with
senior Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) officials, coincided
with a citywide inspection
drive ordered by the Muni-
cipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), which licenses
these establishments. The
move follows the Decem-
ber 6 fire in Goa that
claimed 25 lives, including
four Delhi residents. The
civic body has directed

Policy discussion: Councillors discussing fire-safety measures at a

meeting in the MCD headquarters on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

checks at hotels, restau-
rants, clubs, and multiplex-
es to verify compliance
with fire-safety require-
ments and licensing rules.

Ms. Gupta said regular
inspections of large events
and commercial spaces
were essential to prevent
tragedies. “Fire safety is
not the responsibility of
the government alone.

Owners of establishments
must also ensure that all re-
quired safety measures are
in place,” she said.

Smoother NOCs

The CM said she had re-
ceived complaints about
delays and cumbersome
procedures in obtaining
NOCs. She directed offi-
cials to identify such cases,

submit a detailed report,
and prepare proposals to
simplify the rules. Ms.
Gupta directed the Chief
Secretary and DFS officials
to examine the current me-
chanism and frame new
guidelines if needed.

She said Delhi’s fire-
fighting system must be
“swift, transparent, and re-
liable”. “The purpose of
the NOC system is public
safety, not to burden busi-
ness owners,” she said.

No room for negligence

MCD Standing Committee
chairperson Satya Sharma
said the Goa tragedy un-
derscores the need for a
comprehensive review of
hotels, restaurants and
bars. She stressed that ev-
ery establishment must
hold a valid MCD licence
and comply with fire-safe-
ty rules. “Any kind of negli-
gence will not be tolerat-

ed,” Ms. Sharma said.

The chair of the civic bo-
dy panel directed Health
Department officials to
prepare a zone- and ward-
wise list of all establish-
ments concerned within
five days.

The list must include de-
tails on licensing status,
seating capacity permis-
sions, and renewal dates,
helping the committee
identify businesses operat-
ing without permission or
those with overdue rene-
wals, she said, warning of
strict, immediate action
against violators.

A day earlier, councillor
and Indraprastha Vikas
Party leader Mukesh Goyal

Ensure care for child mauled by
pitbull, plug regulatory gaps: HC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday directed authori-
ties to ensure continued
medical care for the six-
year-old boy who suffered
grievous injuries, includ-
ing the loss of his left ear,
after being attacked by a
pet pitbull in north-west
Delhi last month.

The court also sought a
status report from the pol-
ice on the steps taken fol-
lowing the registration of
the FIR against Rajesh Pal,
the dog’s owner. Justice Sa-
chin Datta noted that pre-
vious complaints had been
made about the same dog,
yet no action was taken.

The court was told that a
resident had filed a com-
plaint against the canine in
July this year and that the

raised concerns about | pitbull had attack a child
open-terrace restaurants, | last year as well.
alleging widespread viola- The court observed that

tions. Without urgent
checks, he warned that a
“Goa-like tragedy could
happen in Delhi”.

an FIR was registered on
November 23 in connec-
tion with the latest attack
and asked the police to

The court asked the
Delhi government to
specify the measures
in place for dealing
with such cases

take “expeditious steps” in
the matter. During the
hearing, counsel for the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, Tushar Sannu, in-
formed the court that the
dog was unregistered and
had been seized on the day
of the incident.

‘Prevent this menace’
Seeking clarity on the regu-
latory framework, the
court asked the Delhi go-
vernment to specify the
measures in place for deal-
ing with such cases. “Do
the regulations contem-
plate any action against the
owner? What are the con-
sequences if something
like this happens?... You
have to take measures to
prevent this menace,” the
court observed.

It directed that the dog

should not be released un-
til adequate safeguards are
in place “to ensure that a
similar incident does not
recur”. Safdarjung Hospi-
tal, where the child was ad-
mitted and later dis-
charged, was instructed to
continue providing neces-
sary treatment and ensure
all appropriate medical
steps are taken.

On the question of ex-
penses, the court said it
would be “appropriate for
the owner of the dog to
bear the costs”. “We will is-
sue that direction next
time. Let him appear,” the
court said while issuing
notice to Mr. Pal.

The plea filed by the
child’s father through ad-
vocate Avadh Kaushik,
stated that the LKG student
was attacked while playing
outside his home in Prem
Nagar. Mr. Kaushik, ap-
pearing pro bono, said the
boy’s father, a daily-wage
labourer living with his
wife and two minor sons,
is unable to meet the
mounting medical bills.
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I, PRIYA Verma, r/o WZ-1013A, Gali
No.13, Sadh Nagar, Palam Colony,
Delhi-110045 mother of Ridhima Ver-
ma, declare our correct names are
Priya Verma and Ridhima Verma D/O
Sumit Verma.
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2 No.1 Rajaji Salai, Chennai - 1
E-AUCTION NOTIFICATION
NO.SWH/E-Auction-1/009/2025/TC
dt. 08.12.25 MSTC REF: MSTC/SRO/
Chennai  Port  Authority/5/Traffic
Department /25-26/48736[547230]
E-AUCTION NOTICE for sale of 1 Lot,
Stone aggregates in bulk lying inside
Chennai Port area, in “as is where is”

condition on 31/12/2025.
Inspection date: From 10-12-25 to 30-12-25.
For Further Details log on to:
www.chennaiport.gov.in or
https://www.mstcecommerce.com,
auctionhome/index_new.jsp

sd./-
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VACANCIES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under the due instructions from our client
M/s. NATIONAL CENTER FOR VOCATION-
AL AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION, we are
issuing this public notice cautioning the
general public It has come to the notice of
the M/s. NATIONAL CENTER FOR
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION that some of the disgruntled
former employees of the institution and
particularly Mrs. Dikshitha and Mrs. Priya
Natarajan are using the name of the M/s.
NATIONAL CENTER FOR VOCATIONAL
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION and had
created a fake websites www.nsdve.in and
www.ncvteac.in to deceive our associates,
clients and students. The above said Mrs.
Dikshitha and Mrs. Priya Natarajan are
fraudulently misleading and converting
existing NCVTE-affiliated institutions to
NSDVE by falsely claiming that NCVTE has
been changed to NSDVE, thereby
cheating institutions and  causing
reputational and financial damage to M/s.
NATIONAL CENTER FOR VOCATIONAL
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION. This is to
inform to the esteemed affiliated
institutions, associates, clients, students
and public at large that M/s.NATIONAL
CENTER  FOR  VOCATIONAL ~ AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION does not have
anyconnection whatsoever, direct or
indirect, or any arrangement or tie up with
the above said Mrs. Dikshitha and Mrs.
Priya Natarajan and their fake websites
www.nsdve.in and www.ncvteac.in. M/s.
NATIONAL CENTER FOR VOCATIONAL
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATIONhave already
initiated and civil and criminal proceedings
against said Mrs. Dikshitha and Mrs. Priya
Natarajan  for  unscrupulously — and
fraudulently for using the name of the
M/s. NATIONALCENTER FOR VOCATIONAL
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION and trying
to take benefit by misleading the public.
Therefore the public at large and affiliated
institutions, ~ associates, clients, and
students are advised to be cautious any
misleading Persons Entities. M/s.NATIONAL
CENTER  FOR  VOCATIONAL  AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION is not liable to
unwary affiliated institutions, associates,
clients, students and public at large for any
act of cheatingor loss or damage caused
by unscrupulous persons/entities that are
illegally using thename of M/s. NATIONAL

CENTER  FOR  VOCATIONAL  AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

N K Arulmuruganandham,

M Deepan,

B Muthukaumr,

Advocates

V Legal

IAS Coaching By Ex- Civil Servants in Delhi NCR

Requires Faculty & Content Creator

Faculty: Min 2 yrs exp. in reputed Coaching Centres

1. For GS (Prelims & Mains)

2. For Optionals (History, Geography, Sociology,
Public Administration, Pol. Science &
International Relations).

Proficiency to effectively teach, lecture, prepare

Video Contents for Online & Offline Coaching
and preferably with experience in drafting
Question Papers & Checking test series.

Content Creators: Freshers with capacity for hard

work may apply.

Apply till 15/01/2026 to
E: IASSurevin@gmail.com

Salary Above Industry Standards
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform you that the original documents of|
my Residential Flat No. 75, Block C, Ebony Estate,
Sector-PHI-4, Greater Noida, such as Allotment|
Letter dated 04.06.2004 in the name of original
allottee Charlie Sekhose, Possession Letter dated
09.09.2008 in the name of Mr. Tara Singh and Mr.
Gurumukh Singh, Transfer Deed dated
11.01.2005 from Charlie Sekhose to Suresh
Ahuja, Transfer Deed dated 29.04.2005 from Mr.
Suresh Ahuja to Mr. Sanjeev Kakkar, Transfer Deed
dated 13.03.2006 from Mr. Sanjeev Kakkar to Mr.
Subhash and Mr. Praveen Chopra, Transfer Deed
dated 13.03.2006 from Mr. Subhash and Mr.
Praveen Chopra to Mr. Tara Singh and Mr.
Gurumukh Singh, and Lease Deed dated
08.09.2008 in the name of Mr. Tara Singh and Mr.
Gurumukh Singh. It was executed and lost on the
way on 19.11.2025. Despite searching, it was not|
found. Anyone who finds it, please contact us.In
case of misuse, the person concerned will be held
responsible. (Garima Singh, Wife Of Mr. Shishir|
Singh, Address T- 1/101, Lotus 300, Sector- 107,
Noida Mobile No. 9810300409)

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

M5, FLCS,

Department of General Surgery,
Madras Medical College.

22/02/1937 - 10/12/2024

FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Prof. Dr. T. S. Subbiah

Formerly Head of Department & Professor,

Luvingly Remembered By

Justice T 5 Sivagnanam
Dr Krishnaveni Sivagnanam
Dr. T. 5. Subbiah
Mrs Vasantha Subbiah
Ms Krithyashri Subbiah
Mr T S Sundaram

Mrs Sarada Vennimalal
Mr M Vennimalal
Mr V Manickavasagam

A healer of many, a hero to his family and a duiﬂr.audwua:her.
He leaves behind a legacy of wisdom, kindness, and compassion.

M Vetrivel

Retd. Commandant RPSF

DOB; 17.08.1932 - DOD: 09.12.2023
Fondly remambered by

Family Members, Relotives & Friends
Maba FRAD2-95479

DEATH
ANNIVERSARIES

SECOND ANNIVERSARY

IN MEMORY OF

Mrs Nikita Vergis YOUR LOVED ONES
Dr V Subbiah To dedicate a spacein
this section, Please contact:
Mrs Vardhini Murugan 011-43579797
Or M Murugan from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Dr M Manickavasagam For Placing
Dr Oviyal M Advertisements Online
\_ Ms M Papakumari Y, logonto
www.thehinduads.com
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION (E/M),

U.P. JAL NIGAM (NAGARIYA),
15 Shanti Niketan, Meerut
Letter No.: 885/Nivida/88
Date: 08.12.2025
E-TENDER NOTICE
U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) invites E-bids
for “Augmentation of Existing Water
Supply System in Ward No. 37 L Block
Ganganagar." from eligible, reputed
and experienced bidders. Detailed bid
documentwill be available fordownload
from 16.12.2025 at 05:00 P.M. on
Uttar Pradesh Government's e-
procurement portal https://etender.
up.nic.in and maybe submitted online
upto 23.12.2025 at 05:00 P.M.
E-tender Cost is Rs. 3000+18% GST.
Tenders will be opened on 27.12.2025
at03:00 P.M., in this office.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE No.
DRMWNGP-88-2025 OF 08/12/2025

Name of work: Phased Array Ultrasonic
Testing (PAUT) of Flash Butt Welds of
Nagpur division. (i) Approximate cost:
Rs. 2,21,79,339.00 (ii) Earnest Money:
Rs. 2,60,900.00 Date & time of closing
of tender: 29/12/2025, 15:00 Hrs.
Complete details and instructions for e-
tendering and on-line participation for the
above work is available on Railway’s
website www.ireps.gov.in

DRM (Works), Nagpur
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CENTRAL RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE No.
DRMWNGP-86-2025 OF 28/11/2025

1) Name of work: Electric loco shed, Ajni -
Creation of Advance Inspection Centre for
Inspection & Maintenance Activity loco
shed. (i) Approximate cost: Rs.
9,38,40,212.78 (ii) Earnest Money: Rs.
6,19,200.00 2) Name of work: 1)
Proposed TSR(P) at (A)-1) kms 766.00-
767.500= 1.500kms DN RD, 2) kms
779.100-780.100=1.000kms DN RD, 3)
kms 787.00-788.00=1.000kms DN RD, 4)
kms 792.00-793.00=1.00 kms DN RD, 5)
kms 806.00-807.250=1.250 kms DN RD,
6) kms 822.00-824.00=2.000 kms DN RD,
7) kms 812.600-814.000=1.400kms UP
RD, Total=9.150 kms in Nagpur-Wardha
section, B)-1) kms 844.00-852.00=8.000
kms DN RD, 2) kms 844.00-852.000=
8.000 kms UP RD, Total 16 kms in
Sewagram-Balharshah section, G.Total
kms=25.150 kms in Nagpur division. 2)
Proposed CTR (P) at 1) kms 889.000-
894.000=5.000 kms Single line in Amla
Chhindwara section under DEN(N)NGP's
jurisdiction. 3) Proposed TSR(P) at (A)-1)
kms 834.980-835.320=0.340 kms UP RD,
2) kms 835.440-835.692=0.252 kms UP
RD, 3) kms 836.200-836.387=0.187 kms
UPRD, 4) kms 836.700-836.795=0.095
kms UP RD, 5) kms 839.580-
840.135=0.555 kms-UP RD, 6) kms
850.500-852.300=1.800 kms UP RD, 7)
kms 914.600-915.200=0.600 kms DN RD,
8) kms 920.140-920.660=0.520 kms UP
RD, Total=4.349 kms in ltarsi-Nagpur
section. (B)1) kms 819.000-822.000=
3.000 kms DN RD, 2) kms 808.000-
808.600=0.600 kms UP RD, 3) kms
808.800-809.350= 0.550 kms UP RD,
Total=4.150 kms in Nagpur Wardha
section. (C)-1) kms 831.000-833.00=2.00
kms UP RD, 2) kms 834.200-836.800=
2.600 kms UP RD, 3)kms 843.00-
844.00=1.000kms UP RD, 4) kms
870.930-871.260=0.330 kms UP RD,
Total=5.930 kms in Sewagram-
Balharshah section, G.Total kms=14.429
kms in Nagpur division. (i) Approximate
cost: Rs. 227777821.12 (ii) Earnest
Money: Rs. 1288900.00. Date & time of
closing of tender 22/12/2025 15:00 Hrs.
Complete details and instructions for
e-tendering and on-line participation for
the above work is available on Railway's
website www.ireps.gov.in

DRM (Works) CR, Nagpur
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Speeches alone can't attract UAPA: Sharjeel to SC

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Delivering an “unpalata-
ble” speech cannot by it-
self attract the rigours of
the stringent Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), Sharjeel Imam, a
key accused in the 2020
Delhi riots “larger conspi-
racy” case, told the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday.
Senior advocate Sidd-
harth Dave, appearing for
Mr. Imam, told the Bench
of Justices Aravind Kumar

Posters seeking the release of
Sharjeel Imam, Umar Khalid
and other activists. FILE PHOTO

and N.V. Anjaria that the
prosecution’s case rests al-
most entirely on speeches

delivered by the student
activist, which, he con-
tended, cannot ipso facto
be construed to be a “ter-
rorist act” under Section
15 of the UAPA.

Mr. Dave said the Delhi
police had registered near-
ly 750 FIRs relating to the
riots, and Mr. Imam was
not named in any of them.

He argued that his
client had been arrested
on January 28, 2020, near-
ly a month before the vio-
lence erupted.

A charge of criminal

conspiracy presupposes a
“meeting of minds”, whe-
reas Mr. Imam had already
been taken into custody
weeks before the riots un-
folded, he contended.
Along with Mr. Imam’s
plea, the Bench was also
hearing the bail pleas of
activists and co-accused in
the case, including Umar
Khalid, Gulfisha Fatima,
Meeran Haider, Shifa-ur-
Rehman, Mohd. Saleem
Khan and Shadab Ahmed.
The court posted the
matter for December 10.

State-of-the-Art Club House at Heart
Beat City, Noida inaugurated

The newly constructed Club House-cum-
Community Centre at Heart Beat City,
Sector-107, Noida was inaugurated by
Hon’ble Chief Guest, Shri R. Venkataramani,
Attorney General for India & Ld. Court
Receiver for Amrapali projects, in the august
presence of Shri Ravi Bhatia and Shri D.K.
Mishra, Court Committee Members, Shri K.P.
Mahadevaswamy, CMD, NBCC, Dr. Suman
Kumar, Director (Commercial), NBCC, officer
bearers of Apartment Owner’s Association
of Heart Beat City, senior officers of NBCC
and residents of the society. The facility has
been developed as part of the construction
of a Club House-cum-Community Centre
with a swimming pool for the Heart Beat
City residents. Spread across 5,200 sqm of
built-up area, It offers a comprehensive suite
of amenities such as a 400-sqm Community
Hall with a capacity of 350—-400 persons, a
squash court, creche, kitchen and multi-
purpose hall.

PNB Marks International Day of
Persons with Disabilities with the
launch of Braille Credit Card

Punjab National Bank celebrated
International Day of Persons with Disabilities
on 3rd December at its Corporate Office
in New Delhi under this year’s theme of
“Fostering Disability-Inclusive Society for
advancing social progress”. The event was
honoured by the presence of PNB MD&CEO
Shri Ashok Chandra, Chief Guest Shri Munna
Khalid, International Para-Badminton Player
& PhD Scholar, CVO Shri Raghvendra
Kumar, and senior officials of the Bank.
Addressing the gathering, PNB MD&CEO
Shri Ashok Chandra spoke passionately
about the extraordinary strength and
determination displayed by specially-abled
persons. Shri Chandra also highlighted
several initiatives undertaken by PNB to
support  specially-abled employees and
announced the sponsorship of Shri Munna
Khalid’s participation in the upcoming BWF
Para Badminton World Championship

2026 at Bahrain. CVO Shri Raghvendra

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

Kumar, in his address, emphasised that the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities
is not just an annual observance but a global
call to action.

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) Limited and Petronet LNG
Limited (PLL) execute 15-Years
Ethane Unloading, Storage and
Handling (USH) Services Binding
Term Sheet

ONGC & Petronet LNG have entered into
a 15-Years Ethane Unloading, Storage and
Handling (USH) Services Binding Term Sheet
(commencing between October — December
2028 and ending on the fifteenth (15th)
anniversary of the commencement date).
PLL is developing ethane unloading, storage
and handling (USH) facilities with ethane
storage tank capacity of approx. 1,70,000
Cubic Meters at Dahej, Gujarat. PLL is also
constructing a unique third jetty at Dahej
which will be capable of handling Ethane
and Propane in addition to LNG. As per the
term sheet, ONGC shall reserve capacity of
approximately 600 KTPA at PLL's Ethane
storage and handling facilities at Dahej,
Guijarat. PLL shall receive, store and handle
Ethane sourced and imported by ONGCl/its
subsidiary or affiliate(s) at Dahej, Gujarat and
re-deliver Ethane to ONGC at the Delivery
Point. The term sheet shall form basis for
definitive agreements between the parties.

Rajasthan will now become a
leading state in the Petrochemicals
and Chemicals sector.

Encouraging trends are being observed from
entrepreneurs regarding setting up industrial
units in RIICO’s Rajasthan Petro Zone, which
is being developed near HPCL Rajasthan
Refinery Limited situated at Pachpadra
(Balotra). Under the direct allotment scheme,
the process of allotment for planned plots in
the first phase of the Rajasthan Petro Zone
is continuously moving forward. Downstream
products emerging from the refinery, such
as Propylene, Benzene, Toluene, and
Butadiene, can be utilized as feedstock within
the industries being established in the RPZ
itself, and this will create new employment
opportunities at the local level.

Special fee benefit on early
admission at ALLEN Kota until
December 20th

Allen Career Institute, Kota, has begun the
admission process for the 2026-27 academic
session. The institute has announced an early
fee benefit untii December 20th. Students
enrolling by this date will receive a discounted
fee. Students enrolling after this date will be
required to pay an increased fee. Allen Kota
President Vinod Kumawat stated that the

results of the Tallentex exam conducted by
Allen have been released. Students eligible
for scholarships, based on their performance
in the Tallentex exam, have the opportunity
to receive double benefits. Taking benefit of
Tallentex scholarship, such students can avail
discounted fee and pay it.

Apollo Pharmacy - India’s largest
pharmacy chain becomes
7,000-store strong

Apollo Pharmacy, India’s largest and most
trusted omnichannel pharmacy network, today
announced that it is now a 7,000-store strong
network. The 7,000th store was inaugurated
in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. Speaking on the
milestone, Shobana Kamineni, Executive
Chairperson, Apollo HealthCo, said: “Today,
almost 80% of Indians stay within 40 minutes
of an Apollo Pharmacy, and we already
serve over one million orders every day.
The 7,000-store milestone reflects the scale
Apollo has built and the trust families place
in us. We will continue to deepen access,
strengthen India’s neighbourhood pharmacy
network while ensuring Apollo remains the
first and most trusted choice for healthcare.”
P Jayakumar, CEO, Apollo Pharmacy, said,
“Our four decades of experience, unmatched
scale and omnichannel model give us the
ability to serve India’s healthcare needs with
speed and trust. We will continue to expand
by opening two new stores every day and
grow our customer base to 100 million within
the next five years

MoU Signed Between Patanjali
Yogpeeth and the Government of
Russia

MoU was signed in Delhi between the
Patanjali Group and the Government of
Russia. The MoU was signed on behalf of
the Patanjali Group by Swami Ramdev ji,
and on behalf of the Government of Moscow
(Russia) by Mr. Sergey Cheremin, Chairman
of the Indo-Russia Business Council and
Minister of Commerce of Russia. Addressing
the programme, Swami Ramdev ji said that
this MoU focuses on the promotion of health
and wellness, health tourism, exchange
of skilled human resources, and research-
related initiatives. He stated that people
in Russia appreciate and actively practice
yoga, Ayurveda, and naturopathy. On this
occasion, Mr. Sergey Cheremin said that
they will strengthen their partnership with
Patanjali. He said that by adopting Patanjali’s
yoga, Ayurveda, and naturopathy, they aim to
transform the lifestyle of the people of Russia
and make them healthier and disease-free.
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Hours after staying Karnataka
govt.s notification on menstrual
leave, High Court recalls order

Two separate pleas filed in court challenged notification contending that there is no provision to grant leave during periods;

govt. has no power to introduce additional leave to different establishments, registered under various labour laws: petitioners

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he High Court of
T Karnataka recalled

its earlier interim
order of staying the State
government’s November
20 notification mandating
registered establishments
to grant one-day leave per
month for women em-
ployees, aged between 18
and 52 years, during their
menstrual cycle.

Justice Jyoti M. had
passed the interim order at
10.45 a.m. on Tuesday stay-
ing the notification after
hearing the arguments on
two separate petitions, filed
by Bangalore Hotels” Asso-
ciation and Avirata AFL
Connectivity Systems Ltd,
Bengaluru.

However, at around 1.30
p.m., the court recalled the
interim order of stay after
the State Advocate-General
K. Shashi Kiran Shetty re-
quested the court to hear
arguments on behalf of the
State on Wednesday before
considering the plea of the
petitioners for staying the

A participant at the 62nd All India Congress of Obstretics and Gynaecology making a line stretching
1,078 metres using 10,105 sanitary pads. FILE PHOTO

notification on menstrual
leave. Accepting the A-G’s
request, the court ad-
journed hearing till Decem-
ber 10 by recalling the stay
order.

The primary ground on
which the petitioners had

challenged the validity of the
notification was that there
exists no provision in the sta-
tutes concerned to grant
leave during menstrual cy-
cle, and hence the govern-
ment had no power to intro-
duce additional leave to

various establishments, re-
gistered under various la-

bour laws, through a
notification.
‘Not consulted’

It was also pointed out to
the court that the govern-

ment had not held consul-
tations with the petitioners
or similarly situated esta-
blishments prior to intro-
ducing additional leave
through the “Menstrual
Leave Policy 2025”.

Leave policy

The menstrual leave was
mandated to the establish-
ments registered under the
Factories Act, 1948, the Kar-
nataka Shops and Commer-
cial Establishments Act,
1961, the Plantation Labour
Act, 1951, the Beedi and Ci-
gar Workers (Conditions of
Employment) Act, 1966,
and the Motor Transport
Workers Act, 1961. The not-
ification states that women
employees should utilise
the menstrual leave of a
month in the respective
month itself and the leave
of the previous month shall
not to be allowed to be ex-
tended (carry over) to the
next month. Also, the noti-
fication states that women
employees are not required
to provide any medical cer-
tificate to avail themselves
of this leave every month.

BJP hits out at TMC
MLA for ‘each vote
cost 160,000’ remark

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Raiganj Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) MLA Krishna
Kalyani drew the ire of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
on Tuesday for his recent
remarks at a public meet-
ing, claiming that “each
vote costs 360,000”.

Earlier in the day, the
BJP had shared the video on
social media two days after
the Raiganj MLA was seen
making the remark.

“Do you know how
much each of your votes
costs? Minimum I60,000.
Every month, each of you
get 31,000 from the Laksh-
mir  Bhandar  scheme
amouting to ¥60,000 in five
years. So, do not vote for
someone if they offer
anything less than
%60,000,” Mr. Kalyani said
while addressing a public
meeting in Raiganj on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, Ms. Baner-
jee, addressing a gathering
in Cooch Behar on Tues-
day, said, “I do not buy
votes with money like the

BJP, I buy votes with love.”

Mr. Kalyani was a BJP
MLA during the 2021 West
Bengal Assembly poll. Ho-
wever, he switched to TMC
three days before the by-
polls in the State in October
2021.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Assembly, Suvendu
Adhikari, criticised Mr. Ka-
lyani’s speech after sharing
the video on his social me-
dia handle. The LoP termed
the TMC MLA a “turncoat”,
citing the latter’s history of
switching political parties.

“Today, while trying to
jab the BJP from the meet-
ing in Cooch Behar, she
[Mamata Banerjee] said, ‘I
don’t buy votes as the BJP
does’. But, her own party’s
turncoat MLA Krishna Ka-
lyani has dismissed this
claim of hers,” Mr. Adhikari
wrote.

Criticising the differenc-
es in the comments the
TMC leaders made, Mr. Ad-
hikari said that the people
of West Bengal will reject
the TMC’s plan to “buy
votes in exchange for go-
vernment grants”.

Webinar on MBA journey
beyond academics to be
organised on December 13

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology (VIT), Vellore, in
collaboration with The
Hindu Education Plus, will
conduct a webinar titled
‘Beyond the Classroom:
The Real MBA Experience’
on Saturday at 11.30 a.m.,
as part of the Career Path
Series.

The session will offer
students a comprehensive
understanding of the MBA
journey beyond academics
— providing insights into
real-world learning, indus-
try exposure, leadership
development, and the ex-
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EDUVCATIONIL
CAREER PATH SERIES

A WEBINAR ON
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM:
THE REAL MBA EXPERIENCE

periences that shape fu-
ture-ready professionals.
From hands-on industry
projects to cultivating an
entrepreneurial mindset,
the webinar will highlight
how an MBA contributes to
both personal and profes-
sional growth.

Mary Cherian, dean,
VIT Business School, Vel-
lore, Sasikumar S., direc-
tor, admissions and profes-
sor (higher academic
grade), VIT, Vellore, Anwar
Sadad, co-founder, Olive
Ridley and founder, Del-
ta4.co, and Avneesh, final
year MBA Student, VIT Bu-
siness School, Vellore, will
be the speakers in the we-
binar.

The session will be mod-
erated by Soma Basu, Jour-
nalist. To register, visit:

https:// ‘
newsth.live/ E E
THVITMBAE

or scan the QR

code. E] x

‘Bow your head”.
Mamata demands
PM’s apology over
‘Bankim da’ remark

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tues-
day demanded an apology
from Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for allegedly
insulting Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay by refer-
ring to him as “Bankim da”
in Parliament. Ms. Baner-
jee said that the remark by
the Prime Minister is akin
to disrespecting country’s
history and freedom
struggle.

“The person who wrote
the national song was dis-
respected. You should bow
your head and ask for for-
giveness from the people.
Yet you won’t be forgiven,
because you have disres-
pected the country’s histo-
ry and freedom struggle,”
the Chief Minister said
while addressing a public
meeting in the State’s
Cooch Behar district.

Participating in a discus-
sion in Lok Sabha on 150
years of Vande Mataram,
Prime Minister on Monday

referred to the writer of the
national song Vande Mata-
ram as “Bankim da”. After
intervention by TMC MP
Sougata Roy, Mr. Modi
switched to ‘Bankim Ba-
bu’, but the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) has
launched a scathing attack.

The development as-
sumes significance before
the upcoming Assembly
poll in the State, especially
with the TMC often dub-
bing the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) an outfit of
“outsiders”.

‘Trivialising icons’

“This is what happens
when outsiders who have
no organic connection to
Bengal’s intellectual tradi-
tion try to mimic reverence
they have never learned to
practice. They mispro-
nounce, they trivialise,
they reduce giants to gim-
micks, and in the process,
expose their utter con-
tempt for what Bengal tru-
ly stands for,” the TMC
posted on social media on
Monday.

‘Cash-for-CM’
row: Cong.
MP sends
notice to Kaur

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress leader
Sukhjinder Singh Randha-
wa on Tuesday served a
notice on suspended party
leader Navjot Kaur Sidhu,
asking her to apologise for
making “defamatory” re-
marks against him or face
legal action. Mr. Randhawa,
who is also the party’s in-
charge for Rajasthan, took
exception to Ms. Kaur’s
statements levelling corrup-
tion charges against him.

On Monday, the State
Congress had suspended
Ms. Kaur from its primary
membership over her
“cash-for-CM” remark. His
counsel said that on De-
cember 7 and 8, Ms. Kaur
made “false, baseless, and
defamatory”  statements
against Mr. Randhawa.
“You alleged that my client
indulged in corruption
while serving as the in-
charge of Rajasthan Con-
gress, including in the dis-
tribution of party tickets in
exchange for money. These
statements were intended
to malign my client’s cha-
racter and reputation,” it
read.

“Track them down’: Punjab BJP chief
demands probe into drug money trail

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab unit of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) on
Tuesday pressed for a
probe into the drug money
trail to track down the “po-
werful” end beneficiaries.
This comes amid the go-
vernment’s anti-narcotics

campaign.

Writing to Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, State BJP
president Sunil Jakhar de-
manded that an investiga-
tion under the supervision
of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court Chief Justice
Sheel Nagu be conducted.
“This is important if your
government wants to esta-

blish credibility and re-
solve in the fight against
drugs,” Mr. Jakhar said.

“It would thus be appro-
priate if you, as Chief Minis-
ter, write to the honourable
Punjab and Haryana High
Court Chief Justice seeking
his intervention to set up a
‘time-bound’ probe by a
credible agency,” he added.

Timings
DELHI
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10
RISE  07:03 SET 17:25
RISE 23:12 SET 11:40
THURSDAY, DEC. 11
RISE  07:04 SET 17:25
RISE 00:00 SET 12:10
FRIDAY, DEC. 12
RISE  07:04 SET 17:26
RISE  00:09 SET 12:39

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 26 09
Safdarjang 26 09
Palam 23 10

Delhi Palam Today

24°C The weather will be dry.
Day will be pleasant day with
moderate cool winds. Night
also will be cold and hazy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

23°C Morning will be cold. Day
will be pleasant with gusty cool
winds. Night also will be cold
and hazy. Dry weather to
prevail.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2025
All rights reserved.
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SBAJAJ

WATER HEATERS

FAST HEATING.
PEACEFUL MORNINGS.

33% FASTER

HEATING®

20% MORE

HOT WATER™

BLAZERS

SUITS & JACKETS
SALE

Formal & Wedding collection
AR R O W|RAYMONO| 0oterpiens| ouis

e PUNCHKUIAN ROAD,.Garwal Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
* GURUGRAM 306, City Center, Sector 29 (Near Hotel Pllazio)
e WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
e NOIDA , Nirula’s Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP

e LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing

W

P_HILIPPE’P/\RK AVENUE

Formal + Casual +Party Collection

Men & Women wear

By Economy Sales: 9212758425
e

@ www.bajajelectricals.com | © +9170399 20000 ' f X B | Free Home Service®: 022 4128 0000 | consumercare@bajajelectricals.com

#*T&C apply. Images of the products shown are for representation purpose only and the actual colour/size may vary. *In comparison with 2 kW. Tested at NABL accredited

Laboratory as per IS 2082. **20% more hot water in comparison with existing inlet top open pipe. Tested & verified with NABL Accredited lab. Applicable for 15L & 25L variants.
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Baba Adhav cremated with

state honours in Pune

The last rites of renowned social activist Baba
Adhav were performed on Tuesday in Pune with
state honours as hundreds of people paid
tributes to the man who fought for the rights of
workers in the unorganised sector. Adhav (95),
who fought against caste discrimination and for
the rights of labourers, head-loaders,
waste-pickers, and street vendors for decades,
passed away in Pune on Monday evening.
Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar said, “Dr.
Adhav dedicated his entire life to the welfare of
workers, labourers, the poor and weaker
sections of society. He fought for them through
movements such as rickshaw panchayat and

hamal panchayat.”

Bihar Cabinet clears creation

of three new departments

The Bihar Cabinet on Tuesday approved the
creation of three new Departments to ensure
better and effective implementation of its
schemes and policies in order to achieve the
government’s target of providing jobs and
employment opportunities to one crore youth in
the next five years. These new Departments are
youth, employment & skill development, higher
education and civil aviation. These are in
addition to the existing 45 Departments, Cabinet
Secretariat Department’s Additional Chief
Secretary Arvind Kumar Chaudhary said. A total
of 19 decisions were taken at today’s meeting.

Goablaze: 1 more club
owner detained; hunt
on for Luthra brothers

One of the nightclub owners is a British citizen: police; help sought from Interpol to locate the main

owners, says CM; Tourism Department demolishes beach shack illegally constructed by Luthras

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI/PANAJI

oa Police on Tues-
Gday detained Ajay
Gupta, one of the

four owners of ‘Birch by Ro-
meo Lane’ nightclub, where
a devastating fire claimed
the lives of 25 people on
Saturday.

The State police had ear-
lier issued a Look Out Circu-
lar (LOC) against him and
Surinder Kumar Khosla, a
British citizen. The two
were also believed to own
the nightclub, said Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of
Police Varsha Sharma.

“We have detained Ajay
Gupta, one of the owners of
the nightclub. This is the
sixth person to be held in
connection with the case,” a
Goa Police spokesperson
said.

He will soon be arrested
after the completion of for-
malities to bring him to
Goa, the official said.

Saurabh Luthra and Gau-
rav Luthra, the two primary
owners of the nightclub,
had fled to Phuket in Thai-
land following the tragedy
in Arpora.

A portion of the Romeo Lane restaurant being demélishéd by the

district administration ofificials in Panaji on Tuesday. AnI

The Goa Chief Minister’s
office said an Interpol Blue
Corner Notice, meant to
gather information about
the accused, has been is-
sued against the Luthras.

“All attempts are being
made to get them back to
India,” Ms. Sharma said, ad-
ding that the tracing at-
tempts began immediately
after the fire.

The police have so far ar-
rested five persons — night-
club’s chief general manag-
er Rajiv Modak, general
manager Vivek Singh, bar
manager Rajiv Singhania,
gate manager Riyanshu
Thakur and employee Bha-
rat Kohli.

Mr. Kohli, a resident of
Delhi, was allegedly respon-
sible for overseeing the dai-
ly operations of the night-
club and was arrested in the
national capital.

Pradeep Ghadi Amon-
kar, the original landowner,
stepped forward, stating he
has fought a 20 year legal
battle against Mr. Khosla, al-
leging persistent illegalities
on the property. “I have
been fighting a battle for the
last 20 years against Khosla,
who has been involved in all
kinds of illegalities in this
property (land) I own,” he
said.

Then Director of Pan-
chayat Siddhi Halarnkar

and then Goa State Pollu-
tion Control Board Member
Secretary Shamila Monteiro
have been asked to join the
investigation, the DIG said.

The Goa Tourism De-
partment demolished ‘Ro-
meo Lane’, a beach shack il-
legally constructed at
Vagator by the Luthras, on
the directive of Chief Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant, and re-
claimed the 198 sq. mt of
land. The structure was
razed using machines, a se-
nior official said, adding the
demolition was carried out
in the presence of police.

Petition filed
The Goa Bench of the Bom-
bay High Court will hear on
December 16 a public inter-
est litigation petition seek-
ing a court-monitored in-
vestigation into the fire.
The petition, filed by so-
cial activist Aishwarya Ar-
jun Salgaonkar, alleges
“grave, recurring failures of
public safety, regulatory
oversight, fire safety enfor-
cement, disaster prepared-
ness, and crowd manage-
ment in Goa”, and calls for
reforms to prevent such
tragedies.

Madras HC summons
T.N. Chief Secretary,
ADGP in Deepam row

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

Justice G.R. Swaminathan
of the Madras High Court
(Madurai Bench) on Tues-
day summoned the Tamil
Nadu Chief Secretary and
the Additional Director-
General of Police (Law and
Order) to appear before
the court through video-
conference at 3 p.m. on De-
cember 17. He was hearing
the contempt petition filed
in the issue of lighting of
Karthigai Deepam at the
deepathoon (pillar) in the
Thirupparankundram hill.

He also impleaded the
Union Home Secretary as a
respondent in the case.

He said, “I notice a defi-
nite pattern. I am certain
that officials at the district
level would not dare so
brazenly to defy the orders
of this court. Let me re-
mind the officials con-
cerned that their duty is to
enforce the law and not go
by diktats that are often is-
sued orally. While the or-
der of any administrative
superior has to be com-
plied with, this obligation
does not extend to illegal
orders. I have already or-
dered notice in the con-
tempt petition. It is beyond
dispute that the order of
this court has been
breached repeatedly.”

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras HC was hearing the
contempt petition in the issue
of lighting of Karthigai Deepam
at deepathoon. FILE PHOTO

The judge said such a
breach would acquire a
contumacious character
only if it was wilful. The of-
ficials might have to ex-
plain why they behaved in
the manner they did.

“But since such conduct
is not confined to one dis-
trict, I have to necessarily
call upon the highest offic-
ers of the State to clarify. I
would want to know from
them if they propose to is-
sue any circular or instruc-
tions for the guidance of
the district-level officers. I
am not here to throw up
my hands and helplessly
cry, ‘O Father, Forgive
Them, for they do not
know what they are do-
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ing’,” the judge said.

Panel seeks public input on
nosal for MHA
| by Ladakh

fresh draft pro,
on issues faced

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

The Leh Apex Body (LAB),
an amalgam of socio-reli-
gious bodies in Ladakh, on
Tuesday urged locals to
share their inputs to draft a
fresh proposal for the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on the issues faced
by the Union Territory.

“The LAB seeks inputs
and ideas from the general
public for its fresh draft
proposal. It has already
submitted several draft
proposals to the MHA, in-
cluding one on the Sixth
Schedule and Statehood.
The thrust of the LAB is on
transparency and inclusive
participation, rather than
just social media com-
ments,” LAB member Mus-
tafa Haji said in Leh.

Fresh round of consulta-
tion comes in the backdrop
of a letter sent to the MHA
by a civil society group

o W ' II
protest in Ladakh. FILE PHOTO

from Zanskar. The group,
headed by Tsering Tashi,
has opposed any demand
for Statehood and two ad-
ditional Lok Sabha seats
for Ladakh.

Meanwhile, the LAB has
praised locals for submit-
ting more than 50 affida-
vits to the commission,
headed by Justice (retd.)
B.S. Chauhan, which is in-
quiring into the September
24 protests and the killing
of four civilians in alleged
firing by the security
forces.

Leh Apex Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance supporters during a

|_'-.

“We hope the inquiry
will be non-partisan and
fair. Our people were killed
and many injured. Nine lo-
cals are still behind the
bars. We intend to submit
more points regarding the
deployments ahead of Sep-
tember 24 before the com-
mission,” Mr. Haji said. He
said the LAB expected the
commission to come up
with “details on who fired
the bullets at the civilians”.
“The incident has hurt the
soul of Ladakh and our col-
lective psyche,” he added.

Arunachal outfits
demand ouster of
illegal’ immigrants

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

A 12-hour shutdown called
by three youth organisa-
tions seeking the ouster of
migrants without proper
documents affected nor-
mal life in the Itanagar
Capital Region (ICR) of
Arunachal Pradesh on
Tuesday.

The ICR comprises the
State’s capital, Itanagar,
Naharlagun town and oth-
er satellite settlements in
the vicinity.

The three organisations
- Arunachal Pradesh Indi-
genous Youth Organisa-
tion, Indigenous Youth
Force of Arunachal, and
the All Naharlagun Youth
Organisation - have also
been demanding action
against people behind un-
authorised religious struc-
tures in the ICR, apart from
a drive to oust “illegal im-
migrants from Bangla-
desh” and Rohingya.

Vehicles stayed off the
roads, and commercial es-
tablishments  remained
shut. However, the district
administration had de-
clared the shutdown “ille-
gal and unlawful” through
an order citing a Supreme
Court ruling that bars
bandhs imposed by
organisations.

ICR Deputy Inspector
General of Police Tumme
Amo said 31 people were
detained as a precaution-
ary measure. “Adequate
security personnel were
deployed to maintain or-
der,” he said.

State Home Minister Ma-
ma Natung said shutdowns
are never the solution, es-
pecially during election
time. The panchayat and
municipal council elec-
tions will be held on De-
cember 15. “The shutdown
could have been avoided,
especially because the go-
vernment is always open to
dialogue,” he said.

Kejriwal hits out at Gujarat
govt.; says he was not allowed
to meet farmers in Rajkot jail

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

Questioning the Gujarat
government’s handling of
recent farmer arrests, Aam
Aadmi Party national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday alleged that offi-
cials denied him permis-
sion to meet the arrested
farmers and party workers
in Rajkot.

Mr. Kejriwal said he had
applied in advance to visit
the prisoners, including 46
of the 88 individuals arrest-
ed in October after protests
in Haddad village of Botad
district. “I was not allowed
to meet farmers and farm-
er leaders at Rajkot jail. Am
I a terrorist or a criminal,”
he asked at a press confe-
rence, adding that those in
custody were ordinary citi-

zens exercising their
rights.
He said that even during

the freedom struggle, revo-

L

AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal and party MLA Gopal Rai at a
press conference in Rajkot in Gujarat on Tuesday. PTI

lutionaries were not com-
pletely cut off from
visitors.

He alleged that the ad-
ministration had behaved
in a manner “far harsher
than what our freedom
fighters could have ima-
gined from an indepen-
dent Indian government”.

Mr. Kejriwal, who tra-
velled across Gujarat dur-
ing the day, also alleged
that the arrested farmers
were denied food and
drinking water for an en-
tire day after being taken

into custody. “Their fami-
lies told me they were as-
saulted inside the lock-up.
Is the BJP trying to crush
their spirit,” he said.

He also criticised the
State government for fail-
ing to check the drug crisis
and for repeated exam
paper leaks. “Drugs are ea-
sily available across the
State. Students’ futures are
at risk and households are
being destroyed. Thirty
years of this government is
enough, people now want
change,” he said.

Fear of dog meat trade
rises in Assam town
as strays go missing

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Animal rights activists have
expressed concern over
the disappearance of stray
dogs in a northeastern As-
sam town.

In a November 19 com-
plaint lodged at a local pol-
ice station, Dimpi Pareek,
Dipankar Saikia, Luhit Das,
and Ritutpal Phukan
flagged the “abrupt reduc-
tion” in the population of
street dogs in North Lak-
himpur, the headquarters
of Lakhimpur district,
about 360 km northeast of
Guwabhati. In another com-
plaint on December 2, ani-
mal lover Priyamjyoti Phu-
kan said almost 80% of the
stray dogs in the town have

Animal rights
activists fear the
dogs may have been
captured illegally

vanished suddenly.

“There is a growing sus-
picion that these dogs may
have been illegally cap-
tured for meat trade,” the
first complaint read.

North Lakhimpur Muni-
cipal Board officials said
they were aware of the
matter, and the town pol-
ice was accordingly in-
formed through a letter on
November 25.

District Additional Su-
perintendent of Police
(Crime) Nayan Moni Bar-
man said the matter was
under investigation.

Over 30% students in Odisha schools drop
out before higher-secondary level: CAG

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha recorded a sharp
decline in the gross enroll-
ment ratio (GER) during
the transition of students
from the secondary to the
higher-secondary level, ac-
cording to a Comptroller
and Auditor General of In-
dia (CAG) report tabled in
the Assembly on Tuesday.

“The transition rate in
secondary to higher secon-
dary was only 70.3%, indi-
cating that approximately
30% of the students were
not able to make the transi-
tion to higher classes, eith-
er due to dropping out of
school or due to not quali-
fying for promotion to the
next level,” the audit re-
port on the State’s educa-
tion sector stated.

CAG pointed out that
GER in secondary and
higher-secondary  levels
declined in the State dur-
ing 2022-23 compared to
2018-19, even as the ratio
improved nationally over
the same period.

Odisha’s Education De-
partment did not analyse
the reasons for the same,
the report added.

It also flagged purport-
ed discrepancies in official
records. CAG found that
the transition rate from the
upper primary to the se-
condary level in 2018-19 for
Bhadrak and Nuapada dis-
tricts was more than 100%,
which was not possible.

During 201823, 1.50
lakh to 5.47 lakh children
enrolled in Classes 1 to 11,

discontinued education
before reaching the imme-
diate-higher classes while
the dropout rate across
classes ranged from 3.12%
t0 7.26%.

Moreover, 61,487 out-of-
school children aged six to
18 years were not brought
back into the school educa-
tion system during 2018-
23, as per the report.

“The reasons for such
decline in NER had not
been analysed by Odisha
State  Education Pro-
gramme Authority. Howev-
er, ineffective measures to
arrest the dropout of stu-
dents during the transition
from upper primary to se-
condary, as well as inadeg-
uate school infrastructure
and facilities, were the in-
dicative reasons for the de-
cline in NER,” it stated.

Facial recognition for
food aid: anganwadi
workers move court

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

Several anganwadi workers
approached the Bombay
High Court on Tuesday,
challenging the Union go-
vernment’s decision to
make facial recognition and
one-time password (OTP)
verification mandatory for
distribution of ‘Take Home
Ration (THR)’ under the
Poshan 2.0 scheme. The
petition alleges that the sys-
tem has caused “great hard-
ship” to workers and benef-
iciaries, and seeks
directions to make the digi-
tal process optional.

The matter came up be-
fore a Division Bench of Jus-
tice Revati Mohite Dere and
Justice Sandesh Dadasaheb

Patil, which issued notices
to the Union Ministry of
Women and Child Develop-
ment, the State of Maha-
rashtra, and the Commis-
sioner of Integrated Child
Development Services.
Filed by six unions, in-
cluding Anganwadi Karma-
chari Sanghatana and Mah-
arashtra Rajya Anganwadi
Karmachari Sangh, the pe-
tition states that the manda-
tory use of the Poshan
Tracker app with facial re-
cognition system (FRS) and
OTP verification has dis-
rupted ration delivery. The
petitioners represent over
1.10 lakh anganwadi work-
ers catering to nearly 28
lakh children and over nine
lakh pregnant and lactating
mothers in Maharashtra.
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‘Firms in India strive to grow leaders’

Deloitte India’s Talent Readiness Study 2025 points out that 78 percent of
Indian organisations have institutionalised formal succession management

frameworks

Opportunities Desk increased investment in

high-potential talent man-

ndia Inc. is placing lea-
l dership continuity at

the heart of its growth
agenda. Deloitte India’s Ta-
lent Readiness Study 2025
found that 78 percent of or-
ganisations have institu-
tionalised formal succes-
sion management
frameworks, a sharp rise
from 72 per cent in 2024.
This decisive shift reflects
how Indian businesses are
moving beyond traditional
HR processes to build resi-
lient, future-ready leader-
ship pipelines that can navi-
gate  uncertainty and
sustain  competitiveness,
says the report.

The study, covering 156
organisations across the
manufacturing, services
and life sciences industries,
highlights how businesses
are reimagining their talent
strategies amid technologi-
cal disruption and evolving
workforce priorities. It
highlights five emerging
priorities shaping India
Inc’s next wave of talent
readiness: succession plan-
ning for CXO readiness, fa-
mily business succession,

agement and specialist
tracks for high-potential
talent.

High-potential talent
Three in four organisations
in India have adopted for-
mal high-potential talent
management  processes
and now define high-poten-
tial talent as a person who
is “ambitious” and demon-
strates “next-level capabili-
ty”. In 2024, it was charac-
terised as “high performer”
and “next level capability”.
India Inc. also has 24 per-
cent women as high-poten-
tial employees, with their
representation becoming
increasingly skewed nega-
tively as one progresses to
higher levels of
management.

Family-led enterprises

The study finds that most
next generation leaders (57
percent) step into business
between the ages of 24 and
27. Four in five of these
leaders progress to board-
level roles within the first
five years of their joining.
Additionally, 60 per cent of
family enterprises now in-
clude spouses in active bu-

siness roles. Three out of
four organisations (74 per-
cent) have institutionalised
high-potential (HiPo) pro-
grammes, while 77 percent
offer fast-track career op-
portunities to accelerate
leadership growth. Howev-
er, only 20 percent of or-
ganisations have embed-
ded AI and analytics into
these programmes, signall-
ing a major opportunity for
digital integration in talent
management.

Only nine percent of or-
ganisations currently use Al
tools in succession manage-
ment. Most respondents (74
percent) reported minimal
data wuse, indicating an
emerging frontier where Al

can power deeper talent in-
sights, from mapping col-
laboration networks to
predicting leadership suc-
cess profiles. As India’s
growth story accelerates,
the findings underscore
that the country’s talent
agenda is entering a new
era, one defined by readi-
ness, resilience and rein-
vention, says the report. Or-
ganisations that align
capability-building with bu-
siness strategy, harness Al
to unlock workforce intelli-
gence, and empower
emerging leaders will not
only future-proof their en-
terprises but also shape the
next generation of India’s
corporate leadership.
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5,000 PwD delivery partners including 1,000 delivery partners with

Expressing gratitude in sign language
Zomato, India’s food ordering and delivery platform, un-
veiled a new film that celebrates the resilience of its hearing-

hearing and speech impairments, added the release.

Training rural women as drone pilots

impaired delivery partners and highlights how small acts of
kindness can make their daily hustle more meaningful.

The film, launched on the occasion of the International
Day of Persons with Disabilities, follows the journey of
Rakesh, one of 1,000 plus hearing and speech impaired

Watershed Organisation Trust (WOTR), a non-profit dedicated to rural
development and climate-resilient agriculture, with the support of Wal-
mart Foundation, is training women in rural areas to become profes-
sional drone pilots.

The initiative also promotes inclusivity and gender equity, ensuring

delivery partners onboarded on Zomato.

It captures Rakesh’s resilience as he delivers with a hear-
ing impairment, while revealing how customers’ appreci-
ation often does not reach him in the way he can truly
experience.

This changes in the film’s closing moments, when a young
customer uses sign language to thank him, prompted by a
tutorial on the Zomato customer app offering a simple guide
on how to communicate gratitude in sign language.

As of October 2025, Zomato has onboarded more than

women play a central role in advancing climate-resilient agriculture in
their communities, said a press release.

WOTR has facilitated a model where Farmer-Producer Organisations
(FPOs) purchase drones for their groups.

With support from the Walmart Foundation, the training and capacity
building of women pilots was achieved. These drones are now being
deployed for precision spraying and crop monitoring.

Initially launched in the districts of Jalna and Dharashiv in Maha-
rashtra, this initiative under the ProRISE project would be expand to
other parts of the country.

Al-driven talent decisions,
o

o 9" UPL UNIVERSITY

o
» - ¥ SUSTAINARLE TECHMNOLDGY
Website : www.upluniversity.ac.in

Recruitment : Teaching Staff Positions

Professor / Associate Professor / Assistant Professor : Computer
Engineering and Information Technology.

Associate Professor/Professor : Microbiology.

Assistant Professor/Associate Professor : Biotechnology.

Details of Qualification, Experience, Salary, Other benefits and Application

format are available on www.upluniversity.ac.in/career.aspx
Please send your duly filled application form with supporting documents to
The President, UPL University of Sustainable Technology at
career@upluniversity.ac.in or by registered post with self-attested certificates
and testimonials on or before 26/12/2025. Candidates already in service should
attach a copy of their latest salary slip / certificate duly signed by the competent
authority.

Date : 10/12/2025 Place : Ankleshwar

President

ENGG./PRODN./TECH.

HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED

FOUNDRY & FORGE DIVISION
Post Box No. 1791, Vimanapura Post, Bangalore - 560017

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL), is a Maharatna Central PSU & premier Aeronautical Industry
of South East Asia, with 20 Production Divisions & 9 Co-Located R&D Centers and 1 Facility
Management Division spread across the Country. Foundry & Forge Division which is one of the
production units of HAL invites applications from the interested and eligible candidates for the
following permanent position: -

A Maharatna CPSE

Sl. Position No. of Educational Qualification
No. Posts
01 | Manager (Lab) | 1 (UR) Full time B.E/ B.Tech in Metallurgical Engineering

along with Master’s Degree in Engineering/
Technology and full time / part-time Doctorate in
Metallurgical Engineering / Metallurgy / Material Science

The detailed advertisement with the details of Age, Qualification, Experience, Mode of applying,
Selection procedure etc. is available at HAL Website www.hal-india.co.in. The last date for
receipt of application by post is 03.01.2026. Corrigendum/ Addendum, if any will be hosted on
HAL website only. Dy. General Manager (HR),

Foundry & Forge Division, HAL, BC

UDUPI COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED
Malpe, Karnataka
s Wholly Owned subsidiary of Cochin Shipyard Limited
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India.

Ref. No. UCSL/IMS/HR/VN/F/11-ExNVY/CE/CA/2025/62 ~ dated 09 December 2025
WALK IN INTERVIEW
For EX-INDIAN NAVY PERSONNEL AS COMMISSIONING ENGINEERS &
COMMISSIONING ASSISTANTS ON CONTRACT BASIS

SI. No Name of Posts No. of Posts
01 |Commissioning Engineer (Mechanical) 02 Posts
02 |Commissioning Engineer (Electrical/ Electronics) 01 Post
03 | Commissioning Assistant (Electrician / Shipwright / Mechanician)| 10 Posts

For more details on age, qualification, remuneration, reservations, etc with regards

to this advertisement visit www.cochinshipyard.in or www.udupicsl.com
Date of walk-in interview : 06 January 2026.

Time :09.00 Hrs to 14.00 Hrs

Venue : Recreation Club, Cochin Shipyard Limited,
Thevara Gate, Kochl 682015

Sd/-
MANAGER (HR&IR)

Join use - BVRITw

sl L A

BVRIT HYDERABAD

College of Engineering for Women
(UGC-Autonomous)
#8-5/4, Nizampet Road,Rajivgandhi Nagar, Hyderabad TG - 500 118

| Professor | Associate Professor |

| Assistant Professor |

Computer Science & Allied Branches
e CSE, CSE(AIML)

Core Engineering

o Electronics & Communication Engineering

e Electrical & Electronics Engineering

» Mechanical Engineering (Expert in Engineering Design, analysis and
simulation software with different tools and hands on with Vehicle
Manufacturing Technology)

Basic Sciences & Humanities

o Maths, Physics, Chemistry, English

Management Sciences

o MBA

* Qualifications & Experience as per AICTE/UGC norms Salary not a
constraint for the competitive and deserving candidates

— Application is available in the website
Eligible and Qualified candidates can apply with complete bio-data, copy
of certificates and latest photo along with filled application to the mail ID:
careers@bvrithyderabad.edu.in by 25.12.2025

For more details visit : www.bvrithyderabad.edu.in

Principal, BVRITHCEW Date: 10-12-2025

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH
af( MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN) (NIEPMD) Iﬂ »

(Dept. Of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
-V:n-,,fo Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India)
Muttukadu, East Coast Road, Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112
Tamil Nadu — India. Phone: 044 — 27472046, 27472113, 27472423
Email: niepmd@gov.in. website: www.niepmd.nic.in
~ (Re-Accredited by NAAC B+2" Cycle)~ ~ 1SO 9001:2015~

Employment Notice No.05(R)/2025
Online Application onl
NIEPMD(D) invites online applications from Indian Nationals, who fulfil the

prescribed qualification, experience, age and other conditions for filling up the
following sanctioned regular post for NIEPMD(D), Chennai as per the details given:-

Sl. No. of Group / Mode of
No. Name of the Post Post Scale of pay Recruitment
1. | Deputy Registrar |01 (One) [ Group-A Deputation
(Admin) For Deputation including including

Short term contract Short
Rs.67,700/- to 2,08,700/- term
Level -11 (7" CPC) contract
For Contract failing
Rs.1,07,000/- per month which by
with provision of annual Contract
increment 3%

For detailed advertisement, essential/desirable qualifications, age limit,
application link (https://niepmd.nic.in/notice-category/recruitments/),
and the application fee details etc., please visit our website: www.niepmd.nic.in.
The last date of receipt of online applications and necessary documents is
30 days from the date of publication in Employment News.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR

Tech-Perfect Solutions for the Nation's Defence

BHARAT ELECTRONICS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Enterprise under. the Ministry of Defence)
(CIN: L32309KA1954G0I000787)

Bharat Electronics Limited, a Navratna Company and India's premier
professional Electronics Company under the Ministry of Defence, requires
the following personnel on Fixed term basis for a Tenure-15 years for
Kotdwara Unit. The Posts are reserved for Ex-Serviceman only.
POST QUALIFICATION | NO.OF POST
POSTS | QUALIFICATION
EXPERIENCE AS
ON 01.12.2025
Sr. Assistant Diploma in 02
Engineer (E-I) | Electronics Engg. |  (SC-1, 15 Years
or equivalent ST-1)
Sr. Assistant Diploma in 03
Engineer (E-l) | Mechanical Engg. | (1 OBC- 15 Years
or equivalent NCL,
1SC,
18T)
Last date for applying is 30.12.2025 For detailed advertisement
please visit our website www.bel-india.in

‘Har Ek Kaam Desh Ke Naam’

OSBI

State Bank of India
Central Recruitment & Promotion Department
Corporate Centre, Mumbai
email: crpd@sbi.co.in

Scan QR to Apply

Engagement of Specialist Cadre Officers
on Contract Basis
Applications are invited from Indian citizens for the following post on
Contractualbasis:

Advertisement No.: CRPD/SCO/2025-26/17
Name of Post Vacancy
VP Wealth (SRM) 506
AVP Wealth (RM) 206
Customer Relationship Executive 284

For eligibility criteria (age, qualification, experience, job profile etc.),
vacancy details, requisite fees, other details and for online submission of
application as well as online payment of application fees log on to Bank's
website https://sbi.bank.in/web/careers/current-openings. Refer
detailed advertisements to ensure eligibility and other details before
applying and remitting fees. For any query, please write to us through link
“CONTACT US” — “Post Your Query” which is available on Bank's
website (https:/sbi.bank.in/web/careers/post-your-que
« DATE FOR FILING ONLINE APPLICATION & PAYMENT OF FEES:
FROM 02.12.2025t023.12.2025.
Place: Mumbai
Date: 02.12.2025

General Manager (RP & PM)

SRI BALAJI VI DYAPEETH

DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY
ACCREDITED WITH A++ BY NAAC
PUDUCHERRY

Ranked among top 100 Universities by NIRF

ansrsrentfy since 201 6

Sri Balaji V:dyapeeth (Deemed to be University), a premier ___ 13
institution dedicated to health sciences, operating across == 2

three campuses in Puducherry and Chennai invites
applications from distinguished academicians, qualified for

the post of

VICE CHANCELLOR

® The successful candidate will be a distinguished
academician, researcher, and administrator with a
proven record of visionary leadership in higher
education.

@ Essential qualifications include experience of 10 years as
a Professor in a University, a notable track record in a
leadership position, academics and research,
qualifications as per the UGC (Institutions Deemed to be
Universities) Regulations, 2023, and preferably, a strong
background in health sciences coupled with extensive
administrative expertise and a vision for the future.

® The Vice Chancellor will be instrumental in guiding the
University towards its strategic goals of excellence and

WWW.SBVU.AC.IN

Interested and qualified candidates fulfilling the
requirements with academic and scholarly
achievements, administrative experience and leadership
capabilities are invited to apply with:

® A detailed curriculum vitae with details and
evidences of qualifications, designations and posts held,
research projects, publications, administrative
experiences

® Aone-pagestatement of your vision for Sri Balaji
Vidyapeeth's next five years towards national leadership
and ranking

Full details can be had from: https://sbvu.ac.in/careers
The application along with attachments may be sent to:

searchcommittee@sbvu.ac.inon or before
31December 2025

- Search cum Selection Committee,

4 &

1, &
“iRgp $3Y

(Institution of Eminence Deemed to be University)

NAAC
+4
GRADE

INSTITUTIONOF | &
ACADEMY of HIGHER EDUCATION EIEC g
BENGALURU CAMPUS R oo 4

MAHE Bengaluru is an off-campus of Manipal Academy of Higher Education (MAHE), an
Institution of Eminence Deemed-to-be University. Situated on an 81-acre campus in Bengaluru,
it houses constituent units offering diverse programs in Engineering, Law, Art, Design &
Technology, Liberal Arts, Commerce, Regenerative Medicine and Management. The campus
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FACULTY POSITIONS » MAHE Bengaluru Campus

PROFESSOR

Manipal Institute of Technology
(MIT), Bengaluru

@ https://www.manipal.edu/mu/campuses/mahe-
bengaluru/academics/institution-list/mitblr.html

School of Computer Engineering

SPECIALIZATION: Quantum Computing | Artificial Intelligence |

High Performance Computing | IOT | Embedded Systems | Block Chain
Technology | Computer Vision | Gaming and Digital Twinning |

Machine Learning | Cyber Security | Internet of Things | Data Science |
Parallel Computer Architecture and Programming | Bigdata Analytics |
Embedded system

School of Electrical Engineering

SPECIALIZATION: VLSI Design and Technology | Embedded Systems
and Networking | Robotics and Automation | Mechatronics | Artificial
Intelligence | Autonomous Mobility systems | Computer Vision & Image
Processing | Instrumentation and Control | Signal Processing | RF &
Microwave | Semi-Conductor Device Technology | Microelectronics |
Communication Systems | Internet of Things (I0T) | Biomedical Devices

School of Basic Sciences, Humanities & Management
SPECIALIZATION:

Mechatronics Engineering: Robotics, Control systems,

Industrial robotics, Automation

Mechanical Engineering: Manufacturing, Thermal, Design
Electrical Engineering: Control Systems, Instrumentation,
Electro-mechanics

Management: Engineering Management, Finance, Supply chain
management, Business Analytics, Operations management
Mathematics: Number Theory | Algebra | Probability and Statistics
Applied Mathematics, Optimization, Numerical methods, Game Theory,
Computational Linear Algebra, Computational geometry,

Complex Analysis

Civil Engineering: GIS | Structural Engineering | Construction
Management

Humanities: English Language with Political Science at UG |
Certificate/Diploma in French/German/Spanish/Korean language
Physics: Theoretical | Computational Physics, Quantum physics
Chemistry: Physical | Computational Chemistry

Manipal Law School

https://www.manipal.edu/mu/campuses/mahe-
bengaluru/academics/institution-list/mls.html

SPECIALIZATION: Law | Economics | Finance & Accounting |
General Management | Political Science

T A Pai Management Institute, Bengaluru

(E1  https://www.manipal.edu/mu/campuses/mahe-
bengaluru/academics/institution-list/tapmiblr.html

SPECIALIZATION: Accounting | Marketing | Economics | Information
Technology | Strategy | Operations | Sociology | Statistics

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Srishti Manipal Institute of Art, Design &
Technology

@ https://srishtimanipalinstitute.in/

SPECIALIZATION: Service Systems Design | Coding | Ul UX |
Industrial Design | Product Design | Any other related areas

Department of Commerce, Bengaluru

@ https://www.manipal.edu/mu/campuses/mahe-
bengaluru/academics/institution-list/doc.html

SPECIALIZATION: Finance | Accounting | FinTech | Data Science &
Analytics | Corporate & Business Law

Department of Liberal Arts, Humanities &
Social Sciences

@ https://www.manipal.edu/mu/campuses/mahe-
bengaluru/academics/institution-list/dlhs.html

SPECIALIZATION:

Applied Psychology - Organizational Industrial Psychology |
Forensic Psychology | Counseling Psychology | Neuropsychology or
Clinical Psychology

Language and Literature - Linguistics and Allied Areas

Media and Communication - Broadcast Production | Photography,
Design & Animation | Advertising | Marketing Communication |
Public Relations & Corp Com | Digital Marketing | Market Research &
Data Analytics

Social Sciences - Early & Medieval History - Contemporary History
Applied Sociology | Gender and Development Studies

International Relations or Public Administration | Political Science or
Public Policy | Governance and Institutions

Economics: Quantitative and Development Economics

Please scan the QR code to apply online E E

Or click here to apply . )
https://forms.gle/tLqMJYCQzZ3UU7jP8 E

Last date to apply » 15" January 2026

Head-HR
MAHE Bengaluru Campus
Yelahanka, Govindapura,
Bengaluru, Karnataka 560063
Email: jobs.maheblr@manipal.edu
Ph: 080 24494188
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States

7 Kerala districts record Fadnavisloses cool over repeated Doctors death:
0 mention of Ladki Bahin scheme | hct®
over 70% voter turnout .. e+ |

The first phase of local body elections was peaceful, says State Election Commissioner; Ernakulam

sees the highest voter turnout and Pathanamthitta the lowest; polls postponed in three wards

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he seven southern
I II(erala districts re-
corded a polling

percentage of 70.9 on
Tuesday in first phase of
the 2025 local body elec-
tions, as per the data on
voter turnout released by
the State Election Commis-
sion (SEC).

This accounts for nearly
93 lakh of the total 1.32
crore voters in the local bo-
dies in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Kollam, Pathanam-
thitta, Kottayam, Idukki,
Alappuzha and Ernakulam
districts where elections
were held on Tuesday.

The SEC said that the fi-
gures were provisional
based on updates till 9
p.m. on Tuesday and that
the final data would be pu-
blished only on Wednes-
day. As per the available
data, Ernakulam recorded
the highest voter turnout,
while Pathanamthitta had
the lowest. The updates on
the district-wise polling
percentages are as follows:
Thiruvananthapuram 67.4,
Kollam 70.36, Pathanam-
thitta 66.78, Alappuzha
73.76, Kottayam 70.94,
Idukki 71.77, and Ernaku-
lam 74.58.

To compare, these se-
ven districts had logged a
turnout of 73.85% in the
2020 elections, show SEC
data. On Tuesday, 70.28%
of the female voters, 71.6%
of the male voters and
40.48% of the transgender
voters exercised their right
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Civic duty: People stand in queue to vote at a polling booth at Perumathura coastal village during the
first phase of local body elections in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

to vote.

As per the update, Thi-
ruvananthapuram Corpo-
ration recorded a turnout
of 58.24%, Kollam Corpo-
ration 63.32% and the Ko-
chi Corporation, 62.52%.

The first phase of elec-
tions was held peacefully
across the seven districts,
State Election Commis-
sioner A. Shajahan said. He
sought the support of all
stakeholders  for  the
smooth conduct of the se-
cond phase of elections in
the seven northern dis-
tricts on December 11.

On Tuesday, polling
opened at 7 a.m. across the
seven districts after a mock
poll was held one hour
prior to the actual exer-
cise. Voting closed at 6
p.m., but all voters who
were at the polling stations

at the time were allowed to
vote.

Repolling ordered

The SEC has ordered a re-
poll in Mannancherry in
Alappuzha district after
polling was disrupted at
the polling station in the
Government High School
Mannancherry on account
of a faulty electronic voting
machine. The repoll will be
held from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on December 11 to the Am-
balakkadavu ward in Man-
nanchery grama pan-
chayat, Mannancherry
ward in the Aryad block
panchayat and the Aryad
block of the Alappuzha dis-
trict panchayat, the SEC
said. Elections were post-
poned in three wards fol-
lowing the death of candi-
dates.

604 local bodies
to see Phase 2
polls tomorrow

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Over 12,000 local body wards
in seven districts in northern
Kerala will see Phase Il of the
2025 local body elections on
Thursday. Arrangements are in
place for the conduct of free
and fair elections in Thrissur,
Palakkad, Malappuram,
Wayanad, Kozhikode, Kannur,
and Kasaragod districts, the
SEC said. Elections will be held
in 12,391 wards in 604 local
bodies. Polling will begin at 7
a.m. and conclude at 6 p.m.. A
mock poll to check the
readiness of the electronic
voting machines) will be held
an hour before the actual
polling.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday warned his MLA
and others from the Oppo-
sition for repeatedly men-
tioning the Mukhyamantri
Majhi Ladki Bahin scheme
while raising “unrelated

questions” during the
Question Hour in the
Assembly.

Mr. Fadnavis got trig-
gered when his former per-
sonal assistant and Ausa
(Latur) BJP legislator, Abhi-
manyu Dattatray Pawar,
said, “We call them Ladki
Bahin, but their biggest
pain is illegal liquor. We
keep mentioning Ladki Ba-
hin when sisters in rural

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis. ANI

areas raise their grievances
related to illegal liquor.”

In response, Mr. Fadna-
vis warned, “No need to
mention Ladki Bahin in
everything, otherwise you
will have to sit at home.
The scheme will go on, and
women will continue to re-

with other schemes.”

Ladki Bahin was intro-
duced in July 2024, ahead
of the State Assembly elec-
tion, and has been sur-
rounded by controversies.

Under the scheme, wo-
men aged 21 to 65 with an
income below 2.5 lakh re-
ceive a monthly instalment
of 1,500, which Mahayuti
promised to raise to
32,500 per month if voted
to power.

Mr. Pawar reiterated
that the same issue had
been raised in the previous
session and that, despite
directions to the Excise
and Food Departments,
“nothing substantial has
been done”.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday said the handwrit-
ing in a note left by the wo-
man medical officer in Sat-
ara district’s Phaltan town,
whose death by suicide in
October sparked Statewide
protests, had been con-
firmed as hers. “As per the
probe, the handwriting is
hers, and the accused [Go-
pal] Badne is responsible
for harassing her and false-
ly promising her mar-
riage,” the CM said.

(Those in distress can
contact Tele MANAS at
14416 to seek help)

More investments flow in on second
day of Telangana Rising Global Summit

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

The second day of the Te-
langana Rising Global Sum-
mit-2025 witnessed an un-
precedented surge of
investment commitments
as Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy participated
in a marathon series of
meetings and signing of
Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs).

The Chief Minister posi-
tioned Telangana as a glo-
bal hub for advanced ma-
nufacturing, clean energy,
data infrastructure, phar-
maceuticals, electronics,
tourism, and creative in-
dustries. Companies an-
nounced projects worth
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A. Revanth Reddy with representatives of a company after inking
the MoU at Telangana Rising Global Summit. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

thousands of crores across
food processing, life
sciences, FMCG, green
energy, data centres and
tourism sectors. The Infra-

key DC Parks outlined one
of the biggest announce-
ments of the day with
370,000 crore invest-
ments. A One GW Al-ready

data park over 150 acres
will be set up with ad-
vanced cooling and future-

ready digital
infrastructure.
In a massive boost to the

food processing and FMCG
manufacturing, Godrej In-
dustries signed an MoU to
expand its dairy business
with a 5 lakh litre per day
capacity plant requiring 40
acres. The 150 crore pro-
ject would generate 300 di-
rect jobs in two years.

Fertis India Pvt. Ltd. an-
nounced one of the day’s
largest agrifood-tech com-
mitments that included a
32,000 crore cutting-edge
Food and Agriculture R&D
Centre and Rare Sugars fa-
cility.
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A.P. CM calls for complete

overhaul of revenue system

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu has instructed the officials to complete the
Statewide land resurvey by December 2027,
calling for detailed monthly progress reports to
ensure accountability. Mr. Naidu said that the
Revenue Department would undergo a complete
structural overhaul, including redesigning the
system to prevent delays, strengthen
accountability, and ensure seamless service
delivery to citizens. “Revenue services must be
accessible, transparent, and citizen-friendly, with
minimal inconvenience to landowners,” he said.

Mercury plunges to single

digit in Ghat areas of Kerala

Winter-like conditions are prevailing in the hilly
terrains of Kerala with mercury dropping to
below 10 degrees Celsius in these districts. With
stability in the atmosphere, the minimum
temperature is likely to drop further, while the
daytime maximum temperature will see a rise in
the coming days. Mercury plunged to single digit
in places such as Kundala dam on Monday night,
where the lowest temperature of 7.5 degrees
Celsius was recorded. There was a substantial dip
in night temperatures in Wayanad also.

57000 cybercrime cases filed

in Karnataka in the last 3 years

Karnataka has witnessed over 57,000 cyber
crime cases in the last three years, accounting for
financial fraud to the tune of 5,473 crore, says
Home Minister G. Parameshwara. Replying to BJP
member Cement Manju during Question Hour in
the Assembly, he said 22,255 cyber crime cases
had been filed in 2023 in Karnataka amounting to
financial fraud of ¥873.29 crore. In 2024, the
number of registered cyber crime cases stood at
22,478, accounting for financial fraud of 32,562
crore. So far, in 2025, these cases have stood at
13,000 with a financial fraud of 32,038 crore.
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All decked up

Children taking part in the Amaravati Balotsav, organised on the premises of P.B. Siddhartha College in Vijayawada on Tuesday. KV.S. GIRI

Shivakumar tells BJP
to target Centre, not
State, over farm crisis

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakuamar has said that
BJP leaders from the State
should have ideally staged
protest against the Union
government instead of the
State government, because
it was the Centre which had
meted out injustice to the
farmers of the State.

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Belagavi on Tues-
day, Mr. Shivakumar said
that injustice had been
done to Karnataka by the
Centre in the issues of
maize, sugarcane and etha-
nol and no grant had been
released by the Centre.

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said the Union govern-

D.K. Shivakumar TH

ment should have released
%5,400 crore, which had
not been released till date.
He said the State govern-
ment had already initiated
procurement of sugarcane,
maize. However MSP was
fixed by the Centre, and BJP
leaders should have prot-
ested, Mr. Shivakumar ad-
ded.

Karnataka moots
meeting of Labour
Ministers of South

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BELAGAVI

The Congress government
in Karnataka is likely to
convene a conclave of La-
bour Ministers from the
southern States in January
to discuss and formulate
their response to the four
Labour Codes that the
Centre notified recently.
The crucial minimum
wages revision in Karnata-
ka, pending from 2022-23,
is now hanging in the ba-
lance even as the State is
expected to write to the
Centre highlighting the la-
cunae in the Labour Code.
Labour Department
sources told The Hindu
that the Labour Ministers

from Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana are likely to partici-
pate in the discussions on
the four Labour Codes.
Sources also said that the
Kerala Labour Minister has
written to Karnataka go-
vernment on the Labour
Code issue.

Labour Minister San-
thosh Lad is expected to
write to the Centre about
the State government’s ob-
jection to the Labour
Code, said a source, term-
ing the codes a “bunch of
contradiction besides be-
ing anti-labour”. The
codes, he said, will not en-
courage permanent em-
ployment in the industrial
sector in the future.

Aditya-Ll1 joins global effort revealing why
the 2024 solar storm behaved unusually

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India’s first solar observa-
tory Aditya-L1, along with
six U.S. satellites, in a ma-
jor breakthrough, has re-
vealed why the May 2024
solar storm also known as
Gannon’s storm behaved
so unusually.

The solar storm is com-
posed of a series of giant
explosions on the Sun,
called coronal mass ejec-
tions (CMEs). CMEs are like
massive bubbles of hot gas
and magnetic energy
thrown out from the Sun
into space. When these
bubbles hit Earth, they can
shake our planet’s magnet-
ic shield and cause serious
trouble for satellites, com-
munication systems, GPS,

The images of the Sun captured
by Aditya-L1 during May solar
storm, released by the ISRO.

and even power grids.
According to the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), during the May
2024 solar storm, the Sun’s
magnetic fields, which are
like twisted ropes inside a
solar storm, were breaking

and rejoining within the
storm.

“Usually, a CME carries
a twisted “magnetic rope”
that interacts with Earth’s
magnetic shield as it ap-
proaches Earth. But this
time, two CMEs collided in
space and squeezed each
other so firmly that the
magnetic field lines inside
one of them snapped and
rejoined in new ways, a
process called magnetic re-
connection,” ISRO said. It
added that this sudden re-
versal of the magnetic field
made the storm’s impact
stronger than expected.

“At the heart of this dis-
covery is India’s first solar
observatory,  Aditya-Ll,

which joined forces with
six U.S. satellites (NASA’s
Wind, ACE, THEMIS-C,

STEREO-A, MMS, and NA-
SA-NOAA joint mission
DSCOVR),” the ISRO said.

“Thanks to precise mag-
netic field measurements
from India’s Aditya-L1 mis-
sion, scientists were able to
map this reconnection re-
gion. They found that the
area where the CME’s mag-
netic field was tearing and
reconnecting was enor-
mous — about 1.3 million
km across, i.e., nearly 100
times the size of Earth. It
was the first time such a
giant magnetic breakup
and rejoining had ever
been seen inside a CME,” it
added.

This discovery is expect-
ed to enhance the under-
standing of how solar
storms evolve as they tra-
vel from the Sun to Earth.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
% OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER. MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION
SRINAGAR NEAR J&K BANK,(Zaldagar)
Telefax No. 0194-2952696 e.mail Id: to-exenmidsrinagar@jk.gov.in
Gist of e-NIT No. 31 of 2025-26. dated: 08-12-2025
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Srinagar, invites
e-tenders from established and accredited Original Pump Manufacturers (OPM'’s) or their Authorized dealers or
reputed firms or Joint Venture Consortiums having relevant Experience and other requisite pre-qualification criteria
for the advertised work. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover ‘1st’ consisting
of Tender fee, Earnest Money Deposit, Prequalification criteria, General Terms and Conditions and Technical
Specifications. Cover ‘2nd’ shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

. Tender " EMD 50 % Exemption Comple-
ﬁé Pa{ﬁf‘ﬁﬁ of | Tree Efg's']f’i‘:‘l’_:c":‘ Amount | Allowed for SSI/ tion
(InRs.) (InRs.) MSE Period
1 2 3 4 6 7
1 |Lift Irrigation 452.791
Scheme (Civil works=157.081
Chountwaliwar (2500.00 Lacs, Rs.905582 No 18 months
(Stage 1st & Electromechanical
2nd) works=295.71 Lacs)

The critical dates are as tabulated below:

i Publish Date 08-12-2025 at 1730 hrs
i Document Download/sale start Date 08-12-2025 from 1730 hrs
iii Clarification start date N.A

iv Bid submission start date 08-12-2025 from 1730 hrs
v Clarification end date N.A

Pre-bid meeting date

18-12-2025 at 1200 hrs

Document Download/sale end date

29-12-2025 upto 1400 hrs

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE
No:- 4503 /WE, Dt:-29/11/2025

“e” - Procurement Notice

1. Name of the Work : “Building Works.”
1. Estimated Cost : As per Annexure
2. Time for Completion : As per Annexure
3. No of Work : As per Annexure
4. Summary for key dates is provided below :-
Bid Availability of Tender Last Date . .
Procurement Identification| _ On-line foyr bidding &Time of | Date &Time of Opening
. L of Tender
Officer No. From To g
Tender Cla- | Technical Financial
rification Bid Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6
Ghief Construction | N.c.B No.53 |Dt.10.12.2025|Dt.23.12.2025 | 0t.22.12.2025 | Dt.24.12.2025| Wil be
Rural Wgorks éircle of 2025-26 at Upto Upto at intimated
Balasore. ’ 11.00 A.M. | 5.00 P.M. 1.00 P.M. 11.00 A.M. later

6&6 YQE a9
A°QIQE S M8

( 659 2RLPF IR WaeA)

{A Government of Odish

Lifuirs of Ot

Regd Office: OPTCL Tech Tower, Janpath, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar-T51007

ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LINITED

3 Undertaking)

Bids are invited from reputed firms/agecies for the following tenders:

E-Te

nder

No Tender Description: Estimated Cost
HRD- i i idi i B
G Selection of security agency for providing watch &|Rs, 53,43,63,744/

ward services to OPTCL for 01 year initially, which
may be extended by another 01 year subject to
satisfactory performance of the service provider from
the date of commencement of the agreement.

Further details can be

0-1678:

Any other changes/Corrigendums may be seen only in website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

S/d:-Er.Durjyodhan Behera
Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Balasore

OIPR-25105/11/0098/2526 wd

viii Bid submission end date

29-12-2025 upto 1400 hrs

Date and time of Bid opening

30-12 -2025 at 1230 hrs

Position of funds

y Provisions

Position of AAA

Accorded under Order No. 138 DDCG of 2025 dated: 02-12-2025

PR
éﬁﬁ
St

o

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR
AT-CHANDIKHOL, PO- SUNGUDA, JAJPUR -754296, Email-serw_kpd@yahoo.com

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

Position of Technical sanction

Sanctioned vide No. 05-DB of 2025-26, dated:03-12-2025

DIPK-8864/25

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Irrigation Division,
Srinagar

No:Tender Online RCK - 20/25
1. Name of the Work

2. Class of Contractor
3. Time of Completion

e-Procurement NOTICE Letter No.- 4008 Date:-27.11.25

: Tender for the Road works under (MMSY-TRIP) in the Dist. of
Kendrapara & Jajpur.

: As specified in the Column-6 of the Annexure.

: As specified in the Column-7 of the Annexure.

Last date & time of submission of online bid is 29.12.2025, 17:30 hrs. Complete set of
bidding documents are available at www.optcl.co.in.

HIPR-49/2025-26

|_odisha

OIPR/04011/11/0237/2526

@ BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD
INVITATION FOR TENDERS (Through KPP Portal Only)

BWSSB invites tenders in Two Stage Tender System from eligible Contractors for the
following Works.

In continuation to this office Bid Identification No. CCERWCSBD-Online-23/2025-26

Notice No.5576 Dtd.30.10.2025, partial modification of NCB has been made as follows :-

invited vide this office 5. The details of works can be seen from the web site :

https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in
6. Any Corrigendum / Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site.

Works Circle, Sunabeda.
OIPR-25182/11/0112/2526

Sl No. Item Time Schedule as per Time Schedule as per Chief Construction Engineer, Rural
original NCB 1t Corrigendum notice 0-1706: 9 ’
1 Availability of Tender online for 10.11.2025 at 11.00AM to Extended up to 30.12.2025
bidding 09.12.2025 up to 5.00 PM 5.00 PM e aaﬁ_ 31-%_5" %W
2 Date and Time of seeking tender | 08.12.2025 up to 2.00 PM 29.12.2025 up to 2.00 PM ‘ﬂ'}
clarification if any frgfeme wam, s, w. &, i,
3 | Date &Timeof openingoftender | 10 12,2025 at 11.00AM 31.12.2025 at 11.00 AM ot
(Technical Bid) /2025/139
4 Date & Time of opening of tender | Will be intimated lateronto | Will be intimated later on
(Price Bid) the successful bidders to the successful bidders

All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

0-1743:
| —

Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda.
OIPR-25182/11/0108/2526 wd

ey 1§ et shAies GEM/2025/B/6961716

<ol arfeean fagfammer™, 3 g Interactive Panels with CPU &

TEI- 452001

f2.: 09.12.2025
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER,
PWD (BORDER ROADS & NEC WORKS),
ASSAM,CHANDMARI,GUWAHATI-3
Email ID -ibrccebr2021@gmail.com

SIS T W ST el 8| | 2 o~ 1. 9977871841

forgferamem, 3R #r

INVITATION OF BIDS for Providing Services on monthly
Contract Basis—-TWO COVER-ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM (E-Submission)

17/F.JIM - Outsourcing Lab/DO(T5)/CE/CBE/2026/Dated.08.12.2025.

IFB No.

No.CE/BR/10/2024/35

SHORT NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL AND TERMS
OF REFERENCE (RFP & TOR)

The Chief Engineer PWD (Border Roads & NEC Works), Assam, Chandmari,
Guwahati-3,invites sealed Lump Sum proposal in two tier (Technical Bid
& Financial Bid) from any reputed consultancy firm / individual consultant
|/ private company with experience of similar nature of work for “3r
Party Monitoring & Quality Control for 1 (one) no. of package in
the District of Cachar under CRIF for the year 2025-26” for a total
amount of Rs.82,08,906/- (Rupees Eighty Two Lakh Eight Thousand
Nine Hundred and Six) Only. Details may be seen at website
http://lassamtenders.gov.in. Amendment / Addendum to the SBD, if any,
and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office of
the undersigned during office hours.
Sd/-
Chief Engineer PWD
(Border Roads & NEC Works)

DIPR/C/HIND /656/10-Dec -25 Assam,Chandmari,Guwahati- 3.

H.Y. ATEI/123434/2025 FHeratas
TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD THES(22 HINDU

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and
make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves
about the veracity of an advertisement before re-

ding to any published in this newspaper. THG

Eligibility
Tender Invitee

NGOs/Trusts/Women SHGs

The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Coimbatore

11.12.2025 to 29.12.2025 upto 15.00 hours

Online Mode (or) e BG through e-Tendering website https://tntenders.gov.in
19.12.2025 at 11.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee

Downloading Period
EMD Payable
Pre-Bid meeting

PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does hot vouch for the authenti-
city of any advertisement or advertiser or for any
of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no
event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be
held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertisements
in this newspaper.

29.12.2025 before 15.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee. Digitally signed

Bid Submission encrypted Tenders through E-Tendering website www.tntenders.gov.in

Bid opening 30.12.2025 at 15.30 hours at the office of Tender Invitee through E-Tender Portal
Appx. value .
INFDB Name of work (including s egllx(:it
" 18% GST) Y

TWAD Board Coimbatore Region-EngagingOutsourced manpower

17 services for 7 District Level Water Testing Laboratory, 12 Sub District Rs.5.27 Rs.4.00
Level Laboratories and 6 Block Level laboratories for the period from Crore lakh
01.01.2026 to 30.11.2026 on monthly contract basis under JJM 2025-26.

DIPR/ 6559 /TENDER/2025

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Divisional Railway Manager (Works), Central Railway, Pune for and on behalf of the
President of India, invites Open E-tenders through website www.ireps.gov.in for the

Chief Engineer, (i/c),
TWAD Board, Coimbatore.

work:- DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-N-17 Track Linking - Laying of track to connect DOD

CiTY UNION BANK LIMITED

Credit Recovery and Management Department
Administrative Office: No.24-B, Gandhi Nagar,
Kumbakonam - 612001. E-Mail id: crmd@cityunionbank.in,
e Phone: 0435-2432322, Fax: 0435-2431746

defence siding at Talegaon. Adv .Cost:- 19552461.01 Earnest Money/ Bid Security
(Rs.):- 247800.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-N-18 A. Construction of Cross drainage
for improvement of yard drainage (Pune-Lonavala Section). 2. Construction of Cross
drainage for improvement of yard drainage (Pune-Daund Section). Adv Cost:-
17293738.96 Earnest Money/Bid Security (Rs.):- 236500.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-
2025-N-19 Extension of Minor Bridges for laying of track to connect DOD defence
siding at Talegaon. Adv.Cost:- 31554343.10 Earnest Money/ Bid Security (Rs.):-

RE-TENDER-CUM-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAES! ACT 2002

The following property/ies mortgaged to City Union Bank Limited will be sold in Re-Tender-
cum-Public Auction by the Authorised Officer of the Bank, under Rule 8 (6) & 9 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, under the SARFAESI Act, 2002, for
recovery of a sum of Rs.1,55,03,803/- (Rupees One Crore Fifty Five Lakh Three
Thousand Eight Hundred and Three only) as on 05-12-2025 together with further
interest to be charged from 06-12-2025 onwards and other expenses, any other dues
to the Bank by the borrowers / guarantors No.1) M/s. Bent Inc., at 1st Floor, 35A , Street
No.6, Rajendra Nagar, Industrial Area, Mohan Nagar, Ghaziabad - 201002. No.2) Mr. Farid
Uz Zaman Khan, S/o. Dr. Qamar Uz zaman Khan, at Flat No.1217,12th Floor, Vasto,
Type HIG - 3T Phase, Mahagun Mansion, Plot No.1/4, Vaibhav Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad. U. P. - 201004. No.3) Mrs. Saba Khan, W/o. Farid Uz Zaman Khan,
at Flat No.1217, 12th Floor, Vasto, Type HIG-3T Phase, Mahagun Mansion, Plot No.1/4,
Vaibhav Khand, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad. U. P.-201004.

Immovable Property Mortgaged to our Bank
(Property Owned by Mr. Farid Uz Zaman Khan, S/o. Dr. Qamar Uz Zaman Khan)
Residential Flat Space No.1217, Floor 12th, Block Vasto, Type HIG-3T in Mahagun Mansion on
Group Housing Plot No.1/4, Vaibhav Khand, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad U.P. Having an approx,
Super Covered Area 1,600 Sq.ft., or 154.21 Sq.mt., and Terrace Area of 350 Sq.ft.,or
32.52 Sq.mtr. and bounded as under:- West by - Plot No.1/5, Vaibhav Khand, East by - Plot
No.1/3, Vaibhav Khand, South by - 80 feet wide Road, North by - 100 feet wide Road.

307800.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-N-20 Improvement to LC road surfacing in
Lonavala-Pune under ADEN (S) Lonavala and Pune-Daund & Daund-Baramati
section under ADEN (M) Pune. Adv.Cost:- 15361481.15 Earnest Money/ Bid
Security (Rs.):- 307800.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-NE-23 Daund Yard, Daund-
Manmad and Ahilyanagar-Beed - Fabrication assembly in situ type glued Insulated rail
joints for broad guage 60 kg in Sr DEN/NE/Pune section. Adv.Cost:- 8913023.97
Earnest Money/Bid Security (Rs.):- 178300.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-NE-24 1.
Puntamba-Sainagar Shirdi - TFTR -2.3 km (WP 2025-26) (Location:- Km 439.3 to Km
440.6=1.3 Km; Km 443.5 to Km 444.1=0.6 Km & Km 444.8 to 445.2=0.4 Km SL total
2.3 Km) 2.TFR Km 328.167-337.0=8.833 km (SL) km 339.2-351.7=12.50 km(SL), km
361.100-393.36=32.267 km (SL), km 401.742-402.006=0.264 km(SL), km 404.382-
404.589=0.207 km(SL), km 405.313-405.400 =0.087 km (SL), km 405.651-
405.800=0.149 km(SL), km 405.950-407.600=1.65 km (SL), km 408.00-410.650=2.65

m (SL), km 410.850-418.700=7.85km (SL), km 421.00-424.00=3.00 km (SL), km
424.767-428.00=3.233 km (SL), km 428.700-437.900=9.20 km (SL) & km 446.600-
447.737=1.137 km(DN), km 456.900-467.500=10.600 km(DN), km 468.300-
469.300=1.00km (DN) Total 94.627 kms in Daund-Manmad sec, under
ADEN/Ahilyanagar Sub-Division. Adv Cost:- 86234901.02 Earnest Money/ Bid
Security (Rs.):- 581200.00 DRM-W-PA-E-Tend-2025-NE-25 Daund-Extension of
existing of Pit line by 290 meters to accommodate full length coaching rakes at Daund
Station (Track and Civil work) with project ID 01.04.42.24.3.53.003. Adv. Cost:-
33535736.82 Earnest Money/ Bid Security (Rs.):- 317700.00. Tender closing date
and time of aforesaid e-tender: Upto 15.15 Hrs. Of 26.12.2025. The prospective
tenderers are requested to visit the website www.ireps.gov.in for details of tenders &
corrigendum, if any. Tenderer may participate in above E-tender electronically through
website www.ireps.gov.in only & submission of manual offers against E-tender are not
allowed. Manual offers, if submitted, shall neither be opened nor considered. For
further enquiry, may contact: Divisional Railway Manager (Works) Office, Central

Reserve Price: Rs.1,15,00,000/-
(Rupees One Crore Fifteen Lakh only)

Railway, Pune on Phone No. 020-26105309. Tenderer who wants to be present at the
time of Opening of tenders, he/she may do so.

DRM (Works), Pune

RE-AUCTION DETAILS

SIRIRAEIT AT AP ©9 | I AR F I FRI HIAT ST 0TS §

Date of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale Venue

City Union Bank Limited,
New Delhi-Karol Bagh Branch,
18/23, Ground Floor, W.E.A, Karol Bagh,
New Delhi - 110005.
Telephone No.011-28758696, Cell N0.9312927967.

29-12-2025

BSES Yamuna Power Limited

§5 WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice No.
GEM/2025/B/6966720
E-Tenders are invited from
experienced contractors on behalf of
the President of India for the under
mentioned work:- Name of work: 03
years comprehensive contract for
cleaning, brooming, sanitation,
disinfection of all office buildings, all
lavatories, all roads, all shop floor
area, shades, store wards etc.
including Administrative Building,
CMT LAB, Colony Sub-Station, RPF
Barack and Canteen, The work shall
include intensive cleaning of shops
shades, shop floor/storage area
including collection & segregation of
scrap to nominated bins and its
transportation for disposal to
nominated place, garden
maintenance and excess & harmful
vegetation removal/cutting of
branches of tree in CRWS/BPL
premises (Out come basis contract),
Cost of work: 34,88,41,578.30,
Cost of tender form: 30.00, Earnest
Money/EMD Amount:
%3,94,210.00, Time of Completion:
36 Months, Online tender closing
date and time: 29.12.2025 Up-to
20:00 hrs., Date and time of
opening of Tender: 29.12.2025 Up-
to 20:30 hrs. Note: Detailed
information about tender and tender
format is available at website
http://bidplus.gem.gov.in. (Sd.)

Chief Workshop Manager

CRWS Nishatpura,WCR, Bhopal
7 IgEE "R

U HaH ITTHdl Bl 3R

o veow

BSES Yamuna Power Limited, Delhi
... A joint venture with Govt. of NCT of Delhi

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Date: 10.12.2025

E-tender is invited under the Two-Bid System (Unpriced & Priced) for the following works:

Terms and Conditions of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale :

(1) The intending bidders should be presentin person for the auction and participate personally and give
adeclaration in writing to the effect that he/she is bidding for himself/ herself. (2) The intending bidders
may obtain the Tender Forms from The Manager, City Union Bank Limited, New Delhi-Karol Bagh
Branch 18/23, Ground Floor, W.E.A, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005. (3) The intending bidders
should submit their bids only in the Tender Form prescribed in sealed envelopes addressed to The
Authorised Officer, City Union Bank Ltd., together with a Pay Order / Demand Draft for an EMD of
10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favour of “City Union Bank Ltd.”, on or before 12.00 Noon on the
date of Tender-cum-Auction Sale hereby notified. (4) For inspection of the property and other
particulars, the intending purchaser may contact: Telephone No.011-28758696, Cell N0.9312927967.
(5) The property/ies are sold on “As-is-where-is”, “As-is-what-is” and “whatever-there is” basis. (6) The
sealed tenders will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders at 01.00 p.m. on the date of
Tender-cum-Auction Sale hereby notified. Though in general the sale will be by way of closed tenders,
the Authorised Officer may, at his sole discretion, conduct an Open Auction among the interested
bidders who desire to quote a bid higher than the one received in the closed tender process, and in such
an event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making highest bid. The sale, however, is subject to
confirmation of City Union Bank Limited. (7) The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% (inclusive of
EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on completion of sale and the balance amount of 75%
within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale, failing which the initial deposit of 25% shall be
forfeited. (8) The Sale Certificate will be issued by the Authorised Officer in favour of the successful
purchaser only after receipt of the entire sale consideration within the time limit stipulated herein. (9) The
successful purchaser shall bear the charges/fees payable for conveyance, such as stamp duty,
registration fee etc., as applicable under law. (10) The successful bidder should pay the statutory dues
(lawful house tax, electricity charges and other dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government,
Government Undertaking and local bodies. (11) The Authorised Officer shall have all the powers to
acceptor reject the bids or postpone or cancel the sale without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Place : Kumbakonam, Date : 08-12-2025 Authorised Officer

EMD
Amount (%)

Estimated

NIT No. Cost (3)

Tender Description

Submission Due

Opening

Date & Time Date & Time

CMC/BY/25-26/RS/
SkS/ASR/30 [RFx
No. 2200000158]

%5.08
Crore

%5.08
Lakh

Supply, Installation, Testing and
Commissioning of Cable Fault
Locator for EHV (66KV) - 1No. and
11KV & LT Cable - 1 No.

30.12.2025
15:00 Hrs

30.12.2025
16:00 Hrs

CMC/BY/25-26/RS/
SkS/ SS/31 [RFx
No. 2200000157]

%220
Crore

440
Lakh

Procurement of Electric Buses
under CSR activity

30.12.2025
15:00 Hrs

30.12.2025
16:00 Hrs

CMC/BY/25-26/RS/ T1.00

Crore

%2.00
Lakh

Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning (SITC) for
Precision Air-conditioning (PAC)
System of data centre in BYPL

SkS/APT/32 [RFx
No. 2200000159]

30.12.2025
15:00 Hrs

30.12.2025
16:00 Hrs

CMC/BY/25-26/RS/
SkS/ ASR/33 [RFx
No. 2200000160]

Supply of partial discharge
measurement instruments for
switchgear panel and overhead
network in BYPL

30.12.2025
15:00 Hrs

30.12.2025
16:00 Hrs

Cost of Tender Document: 31,180/- each.

purchase/submission, corrigendum, etc. Kindly visit our website www.bsesdelhi.com

Regd. Office: 149, T.S.R. (Big) Street, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur District,
Tamil Nadu - 612001, CIN - L65110TN1904PLC001287,
Telephone No.0435-2402322, Fax: 0435-2431746, Website: www.cityunionbank.com

CM
K

Tenders-->Open Tenders

Website: www.bsesdelhi.com

For further details regarding equipment, BOM, services, qualifying requirements, terms and conditions, tender document

--> BSES YAMUNA POWER LTD>

Regd.Off: BSES Yamuna Power Ltd, Shakti Kiran Building, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032 | CIN: U40109DL2001PLC111525

IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/ACE(CStr & DCW)/TA/5469/2025-26

4. Detail Projects : As per Annexure attached Amount Put to Tender
N GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 5. Other Detals : No. Name of the Works EMD Amount
: HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT Bid Availability of Tender Last Date Date & Time of - moun
, . g " it > : . . . ! ! KG. ’ ] .
Lokseva Bhawan, Sachivalaya Marg, Bhubaneswar - 751001 Procurement Identification| _on-line for bidding | & Time of opening of tender Office of the Chief Engineer (East), 6th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560009
HE-SCH-PLAN-0059-2025/67221/H.E., Bhubaneswar, Dated: 09/12/2025 Officer No. From To king Technical | Fi ial
tend. Bid Bid : - o : 08-12-
CORRIGENDUM-IV cIm:fnic:trim i i IFT No.: BWSSB/CF(F)/ACE(E)ID(FE(M) 1/TA(E)/5t.124/2025 26 Date: 08-12-2025
NOTICE INVITING RFP FOR ENGAGEMENT OF STATE PSU/ CENTRAL PSU/DEPARTMENTAL 1 2 3 2 5 6 7 Work of Providing and Laying 600 mm Dia MS Water Supply
UNDERTAKING AS PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT (PMC) FOR "CONSTRUCTION, Chief Construction Engineer, |  Tender |10.12.2025|29.12.2025| 29.12.2025 | 30.12.2025 | Will be Pipeline, 450 mm Dia MS Pipeline, 100 mm Dia DI Pipeline to | Rs-138.22 Lakhs
REPAIR/ RENOVATION ACROSS FIVE STATE PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES, ODISHA UNDER PM USHA. Rural Works Circle, Online at to upto at intimated 1 | facilitate under Pass Construction Work Proposed by BBMP at
In continuation to the Request for Proposal (RFP) No. PM-USHA:01/2025 Kendrapara-Jajpur RCK-20/25 | 11.00 A.M.| 05.00 P.M. | 02.00 P.M. | 11.00 A.M. later H F Circle. Whitefield X d the Jurisdicti f
i i ope Farm Circle, itefield coming under the Jurisdiction o
dated 09.10.2025, the following changes are hereby issued. Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in HogdiS/s OfAEE(E) 1-1 Sub Division 9 Rs. 2,07,400/-
2'- SF: ':’- Description Modified Provisions 01651 - Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur : :
0. >1.Ro. | To. - — . OIPR-25129/11/0069/2526 ud IFT No.: BWSSB/CE(E)/ACE(E)/DCE(M)-1/TA(E)/5428/2025-26 Date: 08-12-2025
1. | 15.e 19 | Revised (Corrigendum-1, Dt.29.10.2025): | The Agency shall submit an irrevocable — - -
The Agency shall submit an irrevocable | Performance Guarantee/Security of 3% GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA Work of Providing and Laying of 300 mm Dia RCC NP-3 Class
Performance Guarantee/Security of 3% (Three | (Three Percent) of the PMC Service : H H H H H H ;
Percent) of the total contract value for proper | Charges for proper performance and due OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, Pipeline Ir? the Place of 300 mm Dia & 150 mm Dia SV.V Pipeline with Rs. 151.38 Lakhs
performance and due fulfilment of the terms | fulfilment of the terms and conditions of RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA. Construction of New Machinehole (In Order to Avoid Overflow of
and conditions of the contract within 30 days | the contract by the Higher Education Letter No. email : serwsbd2003@yahoo.com Date: 2 Sewage from Machinehole into SWD which is against NGT
fromthe date of issue of letter of Acceptance by | Department, Govt. of Odisha and before . : :
the Higher Education Departmen, Govt. of | signing the agreement with respective NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e_Procurement Notice I norms) From 13Fh Main Roaq 100 feet Road to 13th Mam 5th
Qdisha. The guarantee shall be in the form of | universities. The guarantee shall be in 1. Name ofthe Work : Construction of Road Works - 07 Nos. Cross, 13th A Main, 13th B Main, 13th C Main 13th H G Main Road Rs. 2.28.000/
AcToghtPaygengandD{aft,Ba;k%uSrantei gefiméofAccotuntPay(leedt_)emandSraftk, 2. Classof Contractor : “B” Class, “A” Class & Special Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of and Surrounding Area Indiranagar coming under Indiranagar S. 2,20, -
Inclu »lng e-Bani uaran ee or Fixe epos| an uaran ge Inclu Ing e- ?n other licensing authority. Service Station OfAEE SE-4 SUb DiViSiOn
R;(.::;f::soi?;ngigu;izgiii?d after the Ei?g;n;iz (\)Nri IFI:I;ZdrEIzgg:g :?t;?lfht: 3. Estimated Cost : Varies from Rs.103.00 Lakhs to Rs.778.50 Lakhs (Approximately)
prol P ' project completed and handad over. 4. Details of projects : As per Annexure attached. IFT No.: BWSSB/CE(E)/ACE(E)/DCE(M)-1/TA(E)/5427/2025-26 Date: 08-12-2025
N Bid Availability of Tender Last Date & Date & Time of idi i i -
N-231 Special Secretary to Govt. & SPD, RUSA/PM-USHA Procurement Identification online for bidding Time of seek- opening of tender V\./OFKI Of_ Providing and Laym_g 3_00 mm Dia RCC NP 3.C|€.|SS Rs. 114.11 Lakhs
—_— OIPR-11001/11/0122/2526 wd Officer No. From To ing tender | Technical | Financial Pipeline in Place of 230 mm Dia Silted and Damaged SW Pipeline
clarification Bid Bids 3 | along with Construction of New Machineholes at 1st Cross, 2nd
k‘) GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA ctj' . 2 3 4 5 8 z Cross, 3rd Cross, 4th Cross Opposite to Ganesha Temple Road |  Rrs. 1.71.200/-
. PR - ’ ’
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA Constrluection C‘E%ﬁ‘:‘i’g:?" 10-123}2025 3033-5225 29-:;3225 31-1";}2025 intTi‘;':e d New Thippasandra under JBN S/s. of AEE SE-4 Sub Division.
e-mail - serwsbd2003@yahoo.com Engineer, Rural | 35/2025-26 | 11.00 A.M.| 05.00 P.M. | 2.00 P.M -
Letter No. 6550 1%t Corrigendum Date: 08.12.2025 Works Circle, O0AM| 05.00PM. | 200PM. | 11.00 AM. | separately For both the above works, Last Date for Receipt of Tenders: 26-12-2025 upto 16.00 Hours.
Sunabeda Tenders will be Opened on: 29-12-2025 after 16.00 Hours.

Sd/- Chief Engineer (East)
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief, 2nd Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560009.

Date: 09-12-2025

Work of Modernisation & Remodelling of Water Supply System and | Rs. 365.01 Lakhs
4 | Reduction in UFW in Kathriguppe of Existing SW2DMA06 DMA

coming under AEESW-4 Sub Division Limit of BWSSB, Bengaluru . Rs. 3.65 Lakhs
IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/ACE(CStr & DCW)/TA/5475/2025-26 Date: 09-12-2025

Work of Modernisation & Remodelling of Water Supply System Rs. 366.13 Lakhs
5 and Reduction in UFW in Channammanakere Achukattu and ) '

Surrounding Areas of Existing SW2DMA04 DMA coming under

AEESW-4 Sub Division Limit of BWSSB, Bengaluru. Rs. 3.67 Lakhs

For both the above works, Last Date for Receipt of Tenders: 24-12-2025 upto 15.00 Hours.

Tenders will be Opened on: 26-12-2025 at 16.00 Hours. Sd/- Engineer-in-Chief

The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-Procurement Process can be
obtained by logging on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details contact the

above signed office during working hours. DIPR/CP/Adverto/4312/2025-26

Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/25-26/G/03
Phone No. 0172-2756469

Tender applications are invited for purchase of various items against Global tender No. 1-18 from the Manufacturers
or their sole authorized distributors/agents. The bidders can place their bids as per terms & conditions contained on
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app

@D POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

EMD Bid Bid
Sr. No. Equipment/Item Name Quantity (Rs.) submission| Opening Deptt. Name
i Date Date
Non-Pre Bid case
1, |Automated Integrated ICU Monitoring | 415 o5 | 50,00,000/- [29-12-2025| 30-12-2025 | Neurosurgery
and Charting System
2 Multimode Microplate Reader and 01 No. 40,000/ -do- -do- ENT
Fluorimeter
Incubator  for  Culturing  Human
3. |Gametes and Embryos(incl. Automatic| 01 No. 40,000/~ -do- -do- Obst. & Gynae
Gas Analyzer)
4 Fluorescent AMicroscope/ Portable 01No. 70,000/- -do- -do- .Medfcal
Fluorescent Microscope Microbiology
5. [High End intraoperative Ultrasound for o\ [ 55000, |30-12-2025|31-12-2025| General surgery
Surgeries
6. | Hemodialysis Machine with accessories| 01 No. 80,000/~ -do- -do- Pediatrics
Radiofrequency Cutting, Coagulation
7. |and Vessel Sealing System, Standalone| 02 Nos. 80,000/- -do- -do- Urology
or Integrated with Bioplar Device
Ultra Low Height/Double Abduction
8. Operating Tablegwith Radiolucent Top 06 Nos. | 5,80,000/- -do- ~do- Ortho (ATC)
Pre Bid case
g, |Multiplex protein array/suspension| ;.\ o | 5 00,000/- [05-01-2026 | 06-01-2026 | Immunopathology
array system
10. | Flow Cytometry on buy back basis 01 No. | 2,30,000/- -do- -do- Stem Cell
Tomo-Mammography/
Tomosynthesis Guided Breast
11. | Biopsy (On buy back of Prone table 01 No. [11,00,000/- -do- -do- Radiology
biopsy system in OPD plus Asha Jyoti
mobile van mammography machine).
Digital Slide Scanning System with Cytology &G
12. |research grade microscope and image| 01 No. | 7,00,000/- |06-01-2026 | 07-01-2026 ytology & Bynaec
X pathology
analysis software
13. Fluorescent ‘Microscope/ Portable 01 No. 1,20,000/- -do- -do- E)fp.Medicine&
Fluorescent Microscope Biotechnology
Automated T.B. Culture and Drug Medical
14. |Sensitivity Detection System 01 No. 1,00,000/- -do- -do- Microbiology
(Sangrur)
15. Zfr"[;’\?:/rl‘f,\:‘:\t“’” sequencing Machine| o o | 783357/ |07-01-2026| 08-01-2026 Pediatrics
16. High End Surgical Drill System with 02 Nos. | 2,56,880/- -do- -do- Neurosurgery
Attachments
17. | Full Endoscopic Lumber IT & ED Set 01 No. | 3,00,000/- -do- -do- Neurosurgery
18. | Flow Cytometry on Buy Back Basis 01 No. | 7,00,000/- -do- -do- CSIC

Branch

1.

(Import).

Additional Terms and Conditions.
The Institute has adopted amended Notice Inviting Tenders (NIT) which is available on e-Procurement website
(https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) and Website: www.pgimer.edu.in. Therefore the bidders are requested

to go through the Instructions Carefully before submitting bids.

The above items are relaxed to invite Global Tender Enquiry under rule 161 (IV) of G.F.R rules 2017, therefore Para 5

of Annexure ‘A’ of NIT will not be applicable in these cases.

PGI/RC/Advt./2025/HR-000572

Tender document can also be downloaded from website www.pgimer.edu.in and can be applied on website
www.eprocure.gov.in. Bid Security (EMD) should be for the amount as per tender documents either in the form of Account
Payee Demand Draft, or Fixed Deposit Receipts (FDR), Banker’s Cheque or Bank Guarantee Form issued by Scheduled
Commercial Bank having its validity at least for one year & duly pledged in favour of Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research, Chandigarh. The tenders will be opened on the dates given above at 12:00 PM in the presence
of the authorized intending tenderers. Tenders not submitted on the prescribed form, not accompanied with Bid Security
shall be summarily rejected. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without
assigning any reason thereof. “PRE-BID CONFERENCE” WITH INTENDING BIDDERS FOR ITEM Sr. No. 09 to 18 shall be
held on 12.12.2025 from 02:30 P.M. ONWARDS IN THE PI(EP), OFFICE, PGIMER, CHANDIGARH. The intending bidders
are free to join Pre bid Conference through video conference. For more details contact: 0172-2756469 at Procurement

NOTE 1. The terms and Conditions of the original Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) available on PGIMER Website will remain same.
However on switching over to e-tendering on e-Procurement, the bids will be received in electronic form on e-Procurement
website and no bid will be received in Physical form. The EMD will be received in Physical form in Procurement Branch
(Import) and scan copy is to be uploaded in electronic form on e-procurement website, CPPP Portal (Central Public
Procurement Portal).

NOTE 2. If any of the tender opening dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be opened
on next full working day.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without assigning any reason thereof..
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Note of harmony

India must uphold social cohesion with
arejuvenated national purpose

ande Mataram, the salutation of India
V imagined as mother, inspired generations

of nation-builders who brought together
diverse sections of society to fight for freedom
from British colonialism. Written by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay and published with his
novel Anandamath in the early 1880s, this year
marks the 150th anniversary of the song. Leaders
of the Indian National Congress (INC), which was
leading the national movement, decided in 1937
to use the first two stanzas at its gatherings, and
the Constitution of the modern Republic of India
accorded it the status of the national song. It is
only fitting that the country remembers the story
of the song, its spirit, and its purpose in nation-
building. Unfortunately, the parliamentary dis-
cussion to commemorate the anniversary of the
song turned into a partisan diatribe in which old
wounds were reopened and dormant grievances
reframed. The BJP, led by the Prime Minister in
the Lok Sabha and Home Minister Amit Shah in
the Rajya Sabha, sought to drive home the point
that the INC’s decision to use only the first two
stanzas sowed the seeds of the Partition, as the
Muslim League gathered support for a separate
state of Pakistan. The Opposition, led by Con-
gress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in the Lok Sabha
and INC party president Mallikarjun Kharge in
the Rajya Sabha, explained the historical circum-
stances of the role of the song and questioned the
need for any debate at all on Vande Mataram. Ms.
Vadra said Parliament should be focusing on is-
sues of the present that concern everyday lives
rather than discussing the past.

The past is important for the present of a na-
tional community, but it is important to draw the
right lessons from history to avoid repeating mis-
takes. The national movement built unity among
various religious and linguistic communities and
sects by expanding the political space that they
all could share. In fact, the story of Vande Mata-
ram holds the path of accommodation and mu-
tual respect that unite faiths and communities.
Leaders of the national movement thought it was
wise to find common ground rather than impose
any faith. Millions of Muslims joined the chant of
Vande Mataram across the country, as they
marched alongside Hindus. While the unification
project was successful to a great extent, Partition
marked the fragile nature of that unity and
flagged a concern for the future, that the promo-
tion of any identity other than a secular, constitu-
tional Indian commonness can be dangerous at
any time. Inverting that history of harmony into a
cause of fissure serves no purpose. India must
uphold unity and harmony with a rejuvenated
national purpose. That indeed is the greatest sal-
utation to Mother India.

Wanton negligence

Regulatory failure was a contributory
factor in the Goa blaze

‘ technical report by the Directorate of Fire

and Emergency Services in Panaji has

laid bare the reasons for the devastating
blaze at the Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub in Ar-
pora, north Goa that claimed 25 lives. The night-
club had been operating without a valid fire de-
partment No-Objection Certificate (NOC). The
local panchayat had issued a demolition notice
for the unlicensed structure but this was not en-
forced. The building itself lacked essential safety
infrastructure, and its wooden panels and decor
and poorly ventilated basement led to the fire
spreading quickly and the victims being claimed
by toxic smoke and oxygen deprivation. The un-
fortunate pattern of the deadly blaze in Goa high-
lights the fact that such tragedies are not excep-
tional in India. There is one theme in tragedies
such as the firecracker factory explosions in Vi-
rudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, fires in hazardous old
buildings in Kolkata, the flames consuming a
sleeper bus in Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, and
hospital fires across the country — the inadequa-
cy of regulatory enforcement. Fire safety remains
a low priority for regulators and administrators
despite recurring catastrophes pointing to the
same faults. The issue is not one of a deficit of
laws but their lax implementation or even delib-
erate circumvention without fear of consequenc-
es. Building codes, fire safety norms and licens-
ing requirements exist on paper, with
corruption, political influence, bureaucratic iner-
tia and, sometimes, even incompetence, creating
an ecosystem where violations are routine and
enforcement is the exception. With such an ena-
bling environment, establishments such as the
one in Arpora prioritise profits over safety. In the
case of Goa, a major tourist hub, there is the ad-
ded problem of proliferation of night clubs, many
of them illegal. The operation of these clubs with-
out licenses cannot be possible without political
patronage. In Arpora’s case, a magisterial inquiry
has been ordered by the Chief Minister.

The recurrence of fire accidents must catalyse
systemic change in India. Directly related to fire
safety, some reforms are key. First, fire safety au-
dits for establishments must be conducted pe-
riodically and the findings must be published on
an e-governance portal that tracks compliance
and fixes accountability. Second, community in-
itiatives about fire safety and hazards should be
mandated, and led by local governance institu-
tions. These institutions can also be empowered
to incentivise building owners to fit their esta-
blishments with fire exits and fire-resistant mate-
rials. Third, staff at high-risk establishments must
receive safety and crowd management training.
In sum, a fundamental shift in governance cul-
ture that prioritises citizen safety and holds the
regulatory apparatus accountable is a must.
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Care as disability justice, dignity in mental health

60-year-old recalls eating leftovers as a

child, in the absence of his birth family,

and, even today, is passively engaged

with life. A survivor of childhood abuse
says that she now views her problems as ‘thoosi
(dust’), but only after being homeless and battling
insurmountable trauma. Then there is a
recollection by someone of stark abuse while
under psychiatric care, who was chained and
forced to drink water from a washroom because
they were deemed ‘unmanageable’.

These stories embody suffering in ways that
numerical data fail to capture. These are stories
that spotlight how different people are impacted
and respond differently to distress and care,
based on their contexts and beliefs. A lack of
commitment to unpack these narratives risks
shrinking the immersive exploration that is
warranted. It may touch the surface of healing
and venture a little beyond but will ultimately
relegate the discourse that spotlights barriers,
attitudes, social distances, and inadequate care
systems to the margins.

Yet, dominant approaches to psychosocial
disability continue to view these experiences
through a deficits lens, as they are focused on
‘integration’ into communities that hold
stereotypical understandings of productive living,
areductionist imagination of ‘the normal’, and a
social order that goes unquestioned. The gaps in
mental health-care access continue to range from
70%-90% globally. While third generation
medications promise fewer side-effects and
evidence-based therapies proliferate, the
fundamental questions remain.

The gaps

We argue that mental health care must be
radically reimagined as the primary pursuit of
dignity and disability justice that centres equity,
inclusion, and diversity, highlighting complexities
with all their nuances; as the practice of staying
with people and persisting alongside them
through suffering, whether that suffering is
relational, material, or structural in nature. Care
in this lens is a process of individual-level
meaning-making, responding to adverse life
events, relational disruptions and existential
queries, while fulfilling needs for safety,
relationships, everyday wins, and
problem-solving. It is also a tussle between one’s
context and one’s chosen path, complicating the
narrative and the care plan.

To untangle the knots between mental health
and the social context we must start with asking
what kind of world creates such suffering, and
how can one standardise essential protocols
while achieving personalisation at scale.

Sustained material and relational deprivation,
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both as a cause and an outcome of mental ill
health, often go unaddressed, resulting in a range
of losses. An example is found in the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data on suicides,
which while reducing causes to monotonic
categories as reported by police, shows that a
third of suicides in India are due to family
problems and another tenth due to relational
ruptures. Feelings of shame, rejection, alienation
and abandonment that underlie distress are
rarely spoken about, limiting both the language
and expression of psychic pain. Solutions often
attempt to fix patterns (labelled ‘maladaptive’),
placing the onus for broken relationships, social
withdrawal and loss of vitality squarely on the
person.

Multiple explanations for distress may persist
concurrently, ranging from biological
(neurotransmitter alterations, inflammatory
markers), psychological (learned patterns,
cognitive frameworks), social (isolation,
economic precarity, discrimination), cultural
(loss of traditional meaning systems), political
(oppressive structures, dismantled safety nets),
and historical (intergenerational trauma, colonial
legacies). These explanations do not exist in
isolation. They are overlapping and intersect with
caste, class, gender and queer identities in ways
that shape both the experience of suffering and
access to care. Rather than viewing these as
competing frameworks, comprehensive care
requires attention to diverse explanations and
approaches simultaneously.

On care practice
People experiencing emotional and social crises
or intense alienation require the space to grapple
with these existential uncertainties. In contrast,
dominant notions that locate these within
biological or social determinants frameworks
obscure these meaning-making dimensions of
mental well-being. As much as living in extreme
housing precarity may limit opportunities to
pursue what is personally meaningful, having a
stable house or income alone cannot diminish
feelings of disconnection from self and the world.
While privileging tangible interventions such
as medication, housing or cash transfers and grit
and resilience building (which is not exclusively
individual dependent) must assume greater
importance, equally, care planning must
highlight the need for relational work that
engages with questions around vulnerabilities
and invulnerabilities, purpose and existential
incoherence, located in social-ecological
contexts. In these ideas lie the foundations of
disability justice, that embodies the spirit of
liberation and wholeness, and not mere
integration into an unequal world.

What if we thought critically, practised with
solidarity, and pursued more longitudinal work
that is real-world sensitive? Care would then be
re-centred as the practice of relational justice and
examine concerns that sustain distress and
approaches that suffuse hope in complex
scenarios. This could range from medications and
economic security, to finding hope in spiritual
practice, one’s goals and community connection.
The focus shifts from treatment to ‘what does this
person need to live the life they want?’,
recognising that there are variegated and yet valid
ways of understanding and responding to
distress.

A secondary yet important gain might address
the one issue that affects all mental health work —
engagement with a service and continuity of care.
Many people who access a service are
disillusioned and lose faith and trust for
innumerable reasons. This disengagement could
often result in a downward spiral into states of
despair, loneliness and homelessness. Building
trust involves honest collaborations, dialogic
practice and acceptance of non-linear outcomes.

Justice beyond fair distribution of resources or
services, as espoused by Sandel, becomes
central; as a process of recognising what we owe
to one another and the moral threads holding our
relationships and society. In mental health care,
this means asking whether our systems centre
dignity and account for the injustices that
precipitated suffering, and, importantly, whether
care can even be conceived without addressing
the contexts that created harm in the first place.

Transforming care, education and research
Mental health education may need to prepare
people to sit with discomfort and uncertainty,
navigate the complexity of a person’s social
world, celebrate small wins, and remain open to
diverse approaches. Research priorities require
reorientation toward capturing the granular
aspects of care rather than only large-scale,
generalisable findings. These actions require
examining micro-level processes through
implementation science and transdisciplinary
methods that link practice and theory, enabling
continuous learning about what works, for
whom, and how.

Most critically, those currently designated as
non-specialists and those who bring lived
experience need to be recognised and
compensated as practitioners who bring
community wisdom and contextual
understanding that formal training cannot
replicate, and receiving preparation and
resources that enable them to engage with the
same systemic support afforded to those with
professional credentials.

Charting an agenda on the right to health

imed between Human Rights Day
T (December 10) and Universal Health

Coverage Day (December 12), a significant
national gathering on public health is being
convened in New Delhi. The National Convention
on Health Rights (December 11-12, 2025), will offer
a unique platform for around 400 health
professionals, community leaders and health
activists to address India’s major health
challenges, while charting an agenda on the right
to health. Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan
(People’s Health Movement - India) which
comprises diverse networks and civil society
organisations from over 20 States, the convention
will draw lessons from the COVID-19 crisis, while
strengthening right to health initiatives and
presenting alternatives to the commercialisation
of health care.

Challenging privatisation

A major issue is the push for privatisation of
public health services. Expansion of
public-private partnerships is leading to medical
colleges and health facilities being handed over to
private players across India. This threatens to
dismantle already weakened public services,
while making health care unaffordable for crores
of Indians who rely on public health-care
provisioning. Leaders from movements against
privatisation in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Mumbai, Madhya Pradesh and tribal districts of
Gujarat will share insights and strategies, while
critiquing the impacts of privatisation on health
systems.

Commercial private health care in India has
rapidly expanded, fuelled by domestic and
foreign investments and pro-corporate policies.
But this boom has not been matched by
necessary regulation. Much after the Clinical
Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act
was enacted in 2010, its implementation remains
nominal. The consequences for patients include
frequent overcharging and unnecessary medical
procedures such as caesarean sections, opaque
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pricing and violations of patient rights. The
convention will advocate for effective
implementation of regulatory frameworks
including rate standardisation, transparent
pricing, mandatory observance of the Charter of
Patient’s Rights, and accessible grievance redress
systems.

India has among the lowest financial
allocations for public health globally, with just 2%
of the Union Budget allocated for health services,
and annual per capita public spending at only
$25. Out-of-pocket expenses remain high, despite
disproportionate attention to
government-supported health insurance
schemes. At the convention, participants will
examine the gap between claims and ground
realities of these schemes and explore alternative
financing frameworks centred on enhanced
government spending, reduced out-of-pocket
costs, and equitable access.

Justice for health workers

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the
indispensable roles of frontline doctors, nurses,
paramedics and support staff. Yet, many still face
low wages, insecure employment, and
inadequate social security and working
conditions. During this convention, health
worker associations will highlight the need for
justice to health workers and resilient health
systems.

Medicines constitute up to half of a
household’s medical spending, yet more than
80% of medicines in India remain outside price
control. Irrational drug combinations, unethical
marketing and high retail markups persist. The
convention’s session on access to medicines will
examine regulatory gaps, pricing barriers,
proposed removal of GST on medicines, and
expanding public sector production of essential
medicines.

The convention is to advocate for public health
systems that are capable of delivering universal,
quality services. With over 80 crore people in

India dependent on public provisioning, strong
public health services remain essential.
Participants will highlight community-led models
and successful state-level initiatives for
revitalising public systems, with decentralised
planning and community engagement. The vision
is to affirm health care as a fundamental right
anchored in robust, responsive public systems.

Eliminating discrimination

Entrenched social hierarchies continue to
influence access to health care. A special session
on gender and social justice will foreground the
experiences of Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+
persons, and persons with disabilities and others
towards embedding inclusion and
non-discrimination in health systems. The
convention also links health to broader
determinants, with a session covering food
security, environmental pollution and climate
change, which would explore intersectoral
strategies for health.

The convention has been timed during the
winter session of Parliament, and dialogue will be
held between delegates and Members of
Parliament to highlight pressing health policy
issues.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA). During this time, the JSA
has worked across over 20 States with women’s
organisations, science groups, rural movements,
patient groups and civil society networks to
advance diverse health rights and pro-people
policies. The convention will celebrate this
legacy, renewing long-standing alliances, and
strategising for the future. The National
Convention on Health Rights is a call to action for
everyone in India who believes that health must
be a basic human right. Lessons from past
campaigns will meet the energies of the present,
shaping a popular narrative and demands for
policies to ensure the right to health for all in the
decade ahead. The overarching message remains
clear: health care for people, not for profits.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Debate in Parliament

records show that our

No one has the least doubt
about the pre-eminence of
Vande Mataram as the
national song. But creating
unwanted controversy in its
150th year is out of line
(Front page, December 9).
We are missing the music
by tuning to unwanted
noise.

It is disconcerting that the
government of the day is
focusing on optics while
ignoring fundamental issues

that are crying for attention.
The ruling dispensation
seems to have the sole
intent of amassing
dividends in elections and is
doing a disservice to the
pride of place that the
national song has in the
country’s psyche.

Ayyasseri Raveendranath,
Aranmula, Kerala

The parliamentary debate
so far reflects a selective
reading of history, as

leaders of the past
consciously balanced
national unity with cultural
sensitivity. Recasting those
decisions as “appeasement”
ignores the realities of the
time and risks polarising
society today. Historical
symbols should unite, not
divide.

Respecting history requires
nuance and honesty, not
selective narratives that are
shaped by contemporary

political agendas.
Christene Grace Thomson,
Bengaluru

Yes, Vande Mataram is 150
years old and it is fine that
we are celebrating its 150th
anniversary on a grand
scale. There ends the
matter.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party/National Democratic
Alliance should not forget
the fact that it has crossed
over a decade in power. As

rightly pointed out by the
Opposition, there are a
number of bread and butter
issues that should be
discussed in Parliament.
One concurs with the
Opposition that the
NDA/BJP is indulging in
diversionary politics.
Religion alone cannot solve
or resolve problems faced
by the common people who
outnumber the rich in India.

Govardhana Myneedu,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

The debate served neither
national interest nor could
it evoke a feeling of
patriotism. Such
unproductive and divisive
talk is only a distraction. Let
us not harp on issues which
do not have any bearing on
present-day India.

V. Subramanian,
Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal
address and the full name.
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A deep cleaning of India’s electoral rolls

n April 12, 1950, while

introducing the

Representation of the

People Bill in
Parliament, the Minister of Law,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, emphasised
that the preparation of an
electoral roll is “a condition
precedent for election”. The
statutory framework in India,
therefore, provides for periodic
and special revisions to ensure
accuracy of the electoral roll.

Nevertheless, there have been

concerns about the decision of the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to revise the electoral rolls in
some States by carrying out a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).
The question that arises is
whether the ECI’s endeavour is
ultimately directed at reinforcing
or undermining public trust in the
democratic process.

Restoring the foundation
There are two modes of updating
rolls: intensive revisions, which
rebuild the list from scratch, and
summary revisions, which make
incremental corrections. The last
major intensive revision took place
between 2002 to 2003. In recent
decades, the ECI has relied on
special summary revisions, under
which claims and objections are
invited on a draft roll. In the
meantime, rapid migration,
expanding urban centres, and
high residential mobility have left
electoral rolls riddled with
duplicates, outdated entries and
inaccuracies. Therefore, SIR 2025
was the need of the hour.

The implementation of SIR in
Bihar in June 2025 resulted in the
filing of several petitions before
the Supreme Court labelling the
revision exercise unconstitutional
and illegal. The challenge
proceeds on the basis that
insistence on fresh enumeration
and documents from existing
registered electors is contrary to
the constitutional right of
universal adult franchise and will
result in mass deletion of voters
from the rolls. Notably, however,
the authority to undertake such an
exercise flows directly from the
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The revision and
verification of
electoral rolls is a
routine and
necessary process.
Such corrections
do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement
or targeting

constitutional scheme itself, which
vests the superintendence,
direction, and control over the
preparation of electoral rolls in the
ECI. At the heart of this exercise
lies the ECI's endeavour to ensure
that only eligible citizens vote, as
envisaged under Article 326 of the
Constitution. The revision and
verification of electoral rolls is a
routine and necessary process.
Such corrections do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement or targeting.
Countries such as Germany and
Canada rely on civil registries or
information sharing between
different government agencies to
update voter rolls; India does not
have such a mechanism. The ECI
must therefore independently
verify eligibility.

The criticism levelled at SIR
2025 ignores the inherent
difficulties in screening
citizenship, which is the
fundamental basis for eligibility to
vote. These difficulties in
ascertaining eligibility were,
however, anticipated by the Indian
legislature, which conferred
power on the ECI to carry out a
special revision in such manner as
it may think fit. SIR 2025 is being
carried out pursuant to the
constitutional mandate and to
ensure that no eligible citizen is
excluded from the roll, while
simultaneously excluding
ineligible persons.

The detailed guidelines for SIR
2025 issued by the ECI contain
administrative innovations,
technological improvements, and
efforts at transparency and
participation. Under the present
framework of SIR, the ECI has
undertaken door-to-door physical
verification of each elector. The
onus of proving citizenship
continues to lie on the applicant.
However, the list of acceptable
documentary proof is expanded to
11 items, from merely four in 2003,
resulting in a more liberal and
elector-friendly framework. At the
suggestion of the Supreme Court,
the ECI also agreed to accept
Aadhaar cards as proof of identity.
Further, booth-level officers

actively assisted electors in tracing
their eligibility and obtaining
prescribed eligibility documents.

The SIR process marks a
notable shift towards
technological accessibility. For the
first time, all supporting
documents are digitised. Further,
enumeration forms are being
made available through online
platforms. After the publication of
the draft roll, any person who has
any claim or objections has the
option to file the same using the
online platform.

The ECI did not restrict
capacity-building to its own
machinery but also trained
booth-level agents of recognised
political parties. The SIR
guidelines also contain provisions
for engagement with parties and
sharing of electoral rolls.

What the numbers show

Over 7.5 crore entries were
subjected to verification during
SIR in Bihar. The total number of
electors removed from the draft
list was 65 lakh. In addition to the
1,60,813 BLAs of political parties,
the Supreme Court also deputed
volunteers from the State Legal
Services Authority to assist in the
submission of
claims/objections/corrections
online. Nevertheless, only
2,53,524 claims and objections
were received in total after
publication of the draft roll. Of
these, only 36,500 were claims for
inclusion (0.56% when compared
to the total number of deletions
during the revision). Not a single
appeal was filed against any
deletion. These figures indicate
that the SIR exercise was, more or
less, grounded in careful and
accountable scrutiny.

By embracing SIR, the ECI has
demonstrated that its
constitutional duties will not be
subordinated to convenience or
political pressures. Instead, they
are being pursued with clarity,
courage, and accountability. A
democracy strengthens itself not
by avoiding difficult tasks, but by
undertaking them when it matters
most. SIR 2025 is one such effort.

Grappling with the politics of division

There is renewed focus on the threat to religious harmony in Mandya

STATE OF PLAY

Laigh A. Khan
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arnataka Home Mi-
nister G. Paramesh-
wara’s announce-

ment that the Special Action
Force (SAF) would be de-
ployed in Mandya district has
brought renewed attention to
threats to religious harmony.
The SAF is already deployed in
the communally volatile coas-
tal districts of Dakshina Kan-
nada and Udupi, besides
Shivamogga.

Formed by restructuring
the Anti Naxal Force, the 280-
member SAF is tasked with
maintaining communal peace
by cracking down on those fo-
menting religious hatred;
gathering intelligence on com-
munally provocative speech-
es; and monitoring social me-
dia for content that has
potential to vitiate the at-
mosphere. Headed by an offic-
er of the rank of Deputy In-
spector General of Police, the
SAF does not have the author-
ity to investigate cases. It only
identifies potential offences
and alerts the jurisdictional
police to take appropriate ac-
tion. The Home Minister said
he was satisfied with the SAF’s
performance, noting that
since its launch in June 2025,
the coastal districts had not
seen any communal flare-ups.

His decision to deploy the
SAF in Mandya comes on the
back of a spate of recent com-
munal incidents in the dis-
trict. Dominated by the largely
agrarian and land-owning
Vokkaligas, Mandya has his-
torically remained insulated
from communal politics. In
the 1970s and 1980s, the youth
of Mandya gravitated towards
progressive movements such
as the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha and the Dalit Sanghar-

Karnataka

sha Samithi, and embraced
poet laureate Kuvempu’s phi-
losophy of a ‘Vishwa Manava’
(universal human being).

But in recent years, commu-
nal tensions have repeatedly
surfaced. The annual Hanuma
Jayanti procession in Sriranga-
patna, the erstwhile seat of
power during Tipu Sultan’s
reign, often sparks communal
tension when the Hindu Jagran
Vedike march passes by the
18th century Jamia Masjid and
its activists make a vain bid to
enter the fortified mosque. In
January 2024, there was a row
in Keregodu over replacing a
saffron flag with the Indian tri-
colour on a flagpole. In Sep-
tember that year in Nagaman-
gala, there was stone throwing
during the Ganesha immer-
sion procession, which escalat-
ed into clashes; the same hap-
pened in Maddur this
September. These episodes, in
addition to the heckling of a hi-
jab-clad girl by a group of boys
waving saffron shawls in a col-
lege in 2022, signal a worrying
communal drift.

Political analysts have ob-
served that the rise in instanc-
es of religious intolerance in
Mandya has coincided with
the BJP’s electoral alliance
with the JD(S) — a party tradi-
tionally backed by Vokkaligas
and a key competitor to the
ruling Congress in the region.

The Congress secured six
out of seven Assembly seats in
Mandya district in the 2023
polls, including the Melukote

seat, where it supported Dar-
shan Puttannaiah of the Sar-
vodaya Karnataka Paksha par-
ty. However, it lost the Mandya
Lok Sabha seat to JD(S) leader
H.D. Kumaraswamy in the
2024 elections. It now blames
JD(S) cadres’ support for BJP’s
Hindutva politics for deepen-
ing religious polarisation.

For decades, the Congress
and the JD(S) were directly in
contest in the Old Mysore re-
gion, while the BJP struggled
to gain a foothold. But the al-
liance between the H.D. Deve
Gowda-led party with the BJP
appears to have significantly
altered the dynamics on the
ground. The JD(S) cadre, who
had previously competed with
the Congress for Muslim votes
to maintain a fragile commu-
nal balance, now find them-
selves aligned with the BJP
and its affiliates. The shift was
evident during the padayatra
taken out to protest against
the Keregodu flag controversy
when even Mr. Kumaraswamy
sported a saffron shawl. It was
also seen during demonstra-
tions against the stone pelting
on Ganesha idols in Maddur.

The public response to the
call for protest against the re-
cent stone pelting incident in
Maddur was striking. Even
though the local police had
acted swiftly by arresting
more than 20 people belong-
ing to the Muslim community,
the demonstrations remained
massive. JD(S) leaders flanked
BJP firebrands at demonstra-
tions in Maddur.

While the Congress grap-
ples with the challenges of
communalisation and the BJP-
JD(S) combine, it hopes that
the SAF will help restore sta-
bility. While the BJP, which
gained votes between 2018
and 2023, is strengthened by
its JD(S) alliance in the Vokkali-
ga heartland, the long-term fu-
ture of the JD(S) remains un-
certain.

Could IndiGo have hired more pilots to prevent the crisis?

Even adding 900 more pilots would have cost IndiGo just a fraction of the airline's annual profits

DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis

Devyanshi Bihani

tarting this month, IndiGo’s
s operations unravelled as

thousands of flights were
cancelled. The primary trigger
was the airline’s failure to prepare
for the new pilot rest and duty
norms (Phase II), which came into
full effect on November 1, 2025.
These stricter mandates — specifi-
cally raising the weekly rest period
of pilots from 36 to 48 hours and
capping night landings — effective-
ly shrank the available pool of pilot
hours. The company informed of-
ficials that “misjudgement and
planning gaps” led to the fiasco.

IndiGo is managing the current
crisis by contracting its daily oper-
ations from 2,300 to approximate-
ly 1,800-1,900 flights. This creates
a distinct ‘lose-lose’ scenario: the
airline limits its output, and pas-
sengers face reduced connectivity.
The impact is magnified by Indi-
Go’s sheer dominance; its market
share — measured in Revenue Pas-
senger Kilometers — has climbed
from under 40% in 2015-16 to over
60% in 2024-25 (Chart 1). Its near-
est competitor, Air India, trails sig-
nificantly at roughly 14%. With riv-
als grappling with their own
aircraft shortages and scale limita-
tions, the broader industry is ill-
equipped to bridge the supply gap
left by the market leader.

Could IndiGo have averted this
fiasco by aligning its hiring strategy
with the impending regulatory
shifts? According to a recent report
by Mint, the airline intends to on-
board over 900 pilots by next De-
cember, with an initial intake of
about 160 by February. Could this
have been done before?

To understand the crisis, con-
sider IndiGo’s massive operational
expansion. Chart 2 plots IndiGo’s
share in total industry pilots versus
total flying hours. In 2019-20, Indi-
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Go had 44.6% of all pilots and con-
tributed to 42.1% of total flight
hours. By 2023-24, its pilot share
dipped to 43.6% while flight hours
surged to 50.9%. While this does
not strictly prove that pilots are
‘overworked’, it hints at a diver-
gence of operations scaling up sig-
nificantly, but the pilot workforce
not keeping pace.

Capt. A. Ranganathan, a former
airline instructor pilot and aviation
safety adviser, confirms this. “Indi-
Go knew very well that they
should have hired more pilots by
November 1 this year. Despite not
doing that, they applied for appro-
val for the winter schedule this
year. They actually increased the
number of flights, which was ap-
proved by the DGCA.”

Would hiring more pilots erode
the bottom line of IndiGo, the only
consistently profitable Indian car-
rier? To answer this, we analysed
pilot expenditures. In 2023-24, In-
diGo spent 31,217 million on
5,038 pilots, averaging 6.2 million
per pilot annually (Chart 3A). This
figure is slightly lower than Air In-
dia’s, yet higher than SpiceJet’s
(Chart 3B). With plans to onboard
900 new pilots by next year, a
back-of-the-envelope calculation
projects an additional annual cost
of roughly 35,500 million.

This additional 5,500 million
outlay constitutes merely 6-8% of
IndiGo’s Profit After Tax, which
stood at %81.6 billion in 2023-24
and %72.5 billion in 2024-25 (Chart
4). Even if we assume these hires
are strictly for compliance rather
than expansion, the trade-off is
stark: the airline had to forego less
than 8% of its surplus to insulate it-
self from this fiasco. It remains to
be seen if the actual losses from
the current crisis will outweigh
this expense.

According to Capt. Ranganath-
an, IndiGo will in fact struggle to
complete these additional hires.
He noted that the airline delayed
promoting many Senior First Offic-
ers to Captains, prompting an exo-
dus of pilots. He also highlighted
that allowances have been cut.

Penny wise, pound foolish?

The data for the charts were sourced from the Handbook on Civil Aviation Statistics and other reports published by
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

Chart 1: Market share of select airlines measured in terms of
passenger kilometres (figures in %)
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Chart 3A: Average
expenditure incurred by
IndiGo per pilot, annually
(Figures in X Million)

Chart 3B: Average
expenditure incurred by
airlines per pilotin 2023-24
(Figures in X Million)
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Chart 2: IndiGo’s share in total pilots and total flying hours of
all airlines. Figures in %
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Delhi superbazar as model
institution

New Delhi, Dec. 9: The Superbazar here, which
is a premier consumer co-operative institution,
will be developed further into an institution of
national stature so that it can extend its services
to cover a larger number of consumers,
particularly the low and middle income groups,
salaried workers and other vulnerable sections
of the society.

The Central Government intends to make it a
model for other Supermarkets. The Ministry of
Civil Supplies is convinced that the Superbazar
has a healthy influence on the market, and that
it has been rendering service to the community
by selling unadulterated quality goods at fair
prices, besides eschewing malpractices like
underweighment and tax evasion.

The Ministry, therefore, wants to strengthen
the Superbazar and already additional financial
assistance of Rs. 60 lakhs has been provided in
the Fifth Plan outlay for its various development
schemes which include the opening of a large
department store, establishment of ten
mini-branches, introduction of mobile van
shops, setting up of consumer industries, and
acquisition of business and technical
equipment.

At the same time, the Ministry is also
finalising comprehensive legislation for
multi-State co-operative societies in the light of
the recommendations made by an expert
committee. The Union Cabinet has approved the
proposal in principle and desired that the
necessary draft Bill may be prepared and the
State Governments also consulted. This process
has practically been completed.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 10, 1925
Indian tea

London, Dec. 9: The Morning Post states that
owing to the failure of Indian tea crop which is
expected to be some twenty million pounds less
than the last year, the prices of grades of tea at
present being detailed at 18d and 20d per
pound, will be raised to 2 sh in next few weeks.

The Daily Express understands that there is
no ground for the report of the coming rise in
the price of tea and says that although Northern
India crop is eighteen million pounds, below last
year’s, stocks at end of October were 181 3/4
million pounds compared with 145 3/4 million
pounds of same period last year.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
UN grants relief after

Projected population

THE3

Returnable plots

Cyclone Ditwah
batters Sri Lanka

million dollars. The United

4 Nations has released $4.5

L4 million from its Central
Emergency Response Fund to support Sri
Lanka’s recovery from Cyclone Ditwah. Sri
Lanka’s foreign minister thanked the UN,
noting the disaster’s severe impact on
livelihoods and infrastructure. e

of the elderly in India

which are vet to be

by 2036

crore. India’s
22 74 elderly population
® is projected to
surge to 22.74 crore by 2036, the Minister
of State for Home Nityanand Rai told the
Lok Sabha. The share of citizens aged 60
and above is expected to rise from 8.4% in

2011 to 14.9% in 2036. ani

registered in Amaravati

Worth of possible

Sudanese militia

cyber frauds blocked

leader gets sentenced

via I4C’s registry

Andhra
7000
, Municipal
Minister P. Narayana said 7,000 of the
66,000 returnable plots allotted to farmers
in Amaravati are yet to be registered.
Farmers are completing 30 to 60

registrations daily. en

In crore. The
, government told

Parliament that
the 14C’s suspect registry, launched in
2024, helped block %8,031.56 crore in
suspected cyber fraud transactions. The
database has identified over 18 lakh
suspicious individuals. e

by the ICC

20

Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman to 20
years in prison for war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed during the
2003-04 Darfur conflict. en

years. The International
Criminal Court has sentenced
Sudanese Janjaweed leader
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Lessons from recent transport crises

In October, trains to Bihar experienced immense rush. In December, the mass cancellation of Indigo flights led to stranded passengers and inflated prices. Low prices of

government services do not increase welfare unless accompanied by government investment, while deregulated prices only reduce welfare in the presence of monopolies

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rahul Menon

n the past couple of months, India
has witnessed its transport
infrastructure come under massive
strain. In October and November,
trains to Bihar experienced immense
rush, owing to migrants travelling home
for Chhath Puja and the Bihar elections.
Travellers were forced to travel in
cramped and inhospitable conditions in
unreserved compartments due to the
paucity of trains. In December, the mass
cancellation of Indigo flights owing to
regulatory non-compliance led to
stranded passengers and inflated prices.
Both events can be used to explain the
reaction of prices and the responses of
government and private players to
demand and supply shocks. But the
divergent behaviour of prices — and its
effects — in these cases indicate the
constraints imposed on welfare in a
neo-liberal economy. Low prices of
government services do not increase

welfare unless accompanied by significant

government investment, while
deregulated prices only reduce welfare in
the presence of monopolies.

Demand shock and Indian Railways
The sudden increase in demand for
Bihar-bound trains in October is a classic
indication of a demand shock. In the face
of a given supply, such an increase in
demand would lead to higher prices. If
prices remain fixed due to government
intervention, it would lead to an increase
in the number of travellers far beyond the
capacity of the trains. This led to
overcrowded trains and hazardous
travelling conditions. Standard economic

theory would state that prices need to rise

such that demand and supply are in
equilibrium. While this would lead to the
inability to travel for many, economic
efficiency would be achieved.

Critics point to this as the fundamental
issue with government services, where
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Out of options: Passengers crowd at the platform as they arrive to board a train to their home town a
day after the Chhath Puja festival at a railway station in Patna on October 29. AFP

keeping prices low due to social
compulsions leads to excess demand of
services and rampant inefficiency. But
this criticism misses a fundamental
problem. It is true that low prices lead to
overcrowding, but the answer lies not in
raising prices, but ensuring an increase in
supply. Prices for certain services like
health, education and train travel must be
kept affordable for welfare, but at the
same time, there must be significant
investment by the state to expand access.

This is difficult to do in a neo-liberal
economy, which places strict constraints
on government intervention in the
economy. Limits are placed on the size of
the fiscal deficit, limiting government
investment. A route that increases
government spending while maintaining
the deficit is through raising resources by
wealth and income taxation of the top 1%.
As shown by Thomas Piketty and his

team, modest taxation of the top 1%
would be enough to raise a considerable
amount to strengthen the Indian welfare
state. This, however, would not be
acceptable to domestic and global capital.

Monopolies and grounded flights
The solution, as advanced by many, is
deregulation, and the entry of private
capital into the provision of services. The
logic goes that focusing on the profit
motive ensures an efficient match of
demand and supply, and investment in
search of profit will ensure the expansion
of services to all. However, the recent
crisis surrounding Indigo has shown the
shortcomings of this model.

The Indigo crisis is an example of a
supply shock. The withdrawal of flights in
the face of normal demand leads to price
increases, amplified by the
near-monopoly enjoyed by Indigo in

Indian markets. The reduction in such a
large amount of supply meant huge price
increases for other flights and significant
consumer loss. Supply restrictions for one
firm in a market would not lead to such
massive market-wide disruptions if the
market was genuinely competitive.

Non-competitive pricing power was
highlighted as a key factor leading to the
rapid increase in inflation during former
U.S. President Joe Biden’s term, which
played a role in bringing Donald Trump to
power. The massive supply disruptions
brought about by lockdowns increased
costs, but were translated into a
cost-of-living crisis due to the presence of
significant monopolies. The argument for
flexible prices implicitly assumes a
competitive economy, which requires
government intervention to prevent the
rise of monopolies.

On the liberal economy
The two outcomes are not distinct but are
the consequences of a neo-liberal
economy that places restrictions on the
actions of the state but pushes for
deregulation of private activities. The
inability of the state to raise taxes and
increase spending leaves them with no
option but to keep prices low for essential
services and struggle with the increased
demand and the fallout from
overcrowding. The withdrawal of
regulation leads to the concentration of
capital and the rise of monopolies, a
feature of Indian markets today. Far from
ensuring consumer welfare, unregulated
private markets can lead to rising
monopolies which lower welfare and lead
to high prices, as seen in the case of
Indigo and the U.S. The two travel
disruptions may seem dissimilar, yet they
are both logical outcomes of an economic
model that prizes the private, and
downplays the importance of the public.
These massive disruptions will emerge
once more, if the underlying tendencies
towards monopolies and the degradation
of public services are not arrested.

Rahul Menon is associate professor at
O.P. Jindal Global University.
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The sudden increase in
demand for Bihar-bound trains
in October is a classic
indication of a demand shock.
In the face of a given supply,
such an increase in demand
would lead to higher prices. If
prices remain fixed due to
government intervention, it
would lead to an increase in
the number of travellers far
beyond the capacity of the
trains.
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The Indigo crisis is an example
of a supply shock. The
withdrawal of flights in the face
of normal demand leads to
price increases, amplified by
the near-monopoly enjoyed by
Indigo in Indian markets.

v

The two outcomes are not
distinct but are the outcomes
of a neo-liberal economy that
places restrictions on the
actions of the state but pushes
for deregulation of private
activities.

Does Google’s Quantum
Echoes bring Q-day closer?

What was the Willow experiment? How does an RSA encryption work? Is Q-day on the horizon?

Priti Kumari

The story so far:
sing a 65-qubit Willow
superconducting processor,
Google researchers have
measured how quantum
information spreads and refocuses within
an entangled system. This technological
leap in quantum computing has been
called Quantum Echoes.

What was the experiment?

Unlike the 2019 Sycamore experiment,
which claimed “quantum supremacy” for
completing a random-number task faster
than any supercomputer, Quantum
Echoes was not a speed race but a test of
understanding. Scientists measured
out-of-time-order correlators (OTOC) —
tiny echoes that reveal how disturbances
travel through a network of qubits. The
method resembles giving a material a
microscopic “poke,” reversing time

it »

evolution, and listening for the returning
echo. The echo’s strength reveals how
quickly information disperses, offering
insight for chemistry, materials science,
and superconductivity. Despite its
scientific importance, the experiment
does not bring the world closer to
breaking encryption or to Q-day.

‘Harvest now, decrypt later’
Q-day refers to the day a
cryptographically relevant quantum
computer becomes powerful enough to
break public-key encryption. It would not
instantly expose all secrets, but any
encrypted data stored today could be
decoded later if intercepted now — a risk
known as “harvest now, decrypt later.”
Governments and researchers are
already preparing. The U.S. National
Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) has standardised new
post-quantum cryptography (PQC)
algorithms — CRYSTALS-Kyber for

encryption and Dilithium for digital
signatures. These rely on mathematical
problems that are believed to resist both
classical and quantum attacks.

Experts expect that machines capable
of breaking RSA-2048 will need millions of
logical qubits, which could take 5 to 8
years to build (RSA-2048 is a commonly
used standard for public-key
cryptography). Until then, Q-day remains
a theoretical horizon. RSA encryption
works by multiplying two large prime
numbers to create an enormous product.
Multiplication is easy, but reversing it and
finding the original primes is so difficult
that even the fastest classical computers
would need billions of years to solve it.

Machines that test multiple possibilities
Quantum computers operate under the
laws of quantum mechanics. Their
building blocks, called qubits, exploit
superposition, the ability to exist as both
0 and 1 simultaneously, and

entanglement, where qubits influence
each other instantly, even when far apart.
These features let quantum machines test
many possibilities at once rather than
sequentially. This aspect of existing in
multiple places at the same time powers
Shor’s algorithm, which converts the hard
task of factoring numbers into one of
finding repeating patterns, or periods, in
modular arithmetic. To expose those
patterns, the algorithm uses the Quantum
Fourier Transform (QFT), a tool that acts
like a detector of hidden rhythms within a
signal. Scaling this method to large RSA
numbers would let a quantum computer
find their prime factors exponentially
faster than classical machines.

Craig Gidney and Martin Ekera of
Google Research estimated in 2019 that
factoring a 2,048-bit RSA key would need
about 20 million physical qubits and eight
hours of computation. Current
processors, such as Google’s Willow and
IBM’s Condor, have only a few hundred
noisy qubits. A true fault-tolerant
quantum computer would require
millions of logical qubits, which are
stable, error-corrected versions capable
of long calculations. That scale remains
far beyond present technology.

Shor’s algorithm and encryption systems
In theory, Shor’s algorithm is a
computational tool designed to factor
large numbers efficiently. Its purpose is
mathematical and, eventually,

cryptographic: it challenges the
foundations of today’s encryption
systems. Quantum Echoes is an
experiment in physics. Instead of solving
equations, it studies how quantum
information spreads and re-emerges
within entangled particles. While both
use quantum hardware, they serve very
different goals. Shor’s algorithm seeks
computational advantage; Quantum
Echoes seeks physical understanding.

So, the Willow experiment differs as its
results can be verified through repeated
measurements and signal-to-noise
analysis. It represents progress in
scientific reproducibility rather than in
cryptographic power. But experts caution
that some entities may already be storing
encrypted information today to decrypt
in the future. Regulators, including India’s
central bank, are urging organisations to
transition to quantum-safe systems before
the end of the decade.

How far is Q-Day?

Google’s Quantum Echoes does not bring
Q-day any closer. But it does mark a
scientific milestone in understanding
quantum behaviour. The experiment
shows that quantum processors can now
verify complex physical interactions
within entangled systems — a sign of
maturity in quantum science rather than
a cybersecurity threat.

Dr. Priti Kumari is a research analyst at an
international asset management company.
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Precious liquid: Women fetching water through the Jal Jeevan Mission water pipes i
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nstalled at Malaichamypuram near Y. Othakadai in Madurai in July. ASHOK. R

Value of water: evaluating the
pricelessness of clean, potable water

In a study conducted in Odisha, researchers have found that households value clean water far more than previously estimated, highlighting the need

for effective water policies. This study contributes a new way of thinking about water valuation

Rebecca Rose Varghese

Burlig Fiona, Jina Amir and Sudarshan
Anant, ‘The Value of Clean Water:
Experimental Evidence from Rural India’,
Studies in Indian Politics, NBER Working
Paper 33557, 2025

ater is an essential
resource with no
substitute. Despite its
fundamental importance,
a large proportion of the global
population lacks access to safe drinking
water. Only 30% of people in low-income
countries, and just 14% of those in rural
areas, have reliable access to potable
water, resulting in a significant decline in
quality of life. India is no exception, with
many communities facing persistent
challenges in accessing safe water.

Discussions on water access and
quality are widespread across
development research, public policy, and
global health, reflecting their importance
to well-being and everyday life. Although
there is extensive literature on how
households obtain water, and on the
technologies used to make it safe, much
of existing research estimates valuation
indirectly — through hedonic pricing,
adoption of chlorine or filters, or studies
of piped-water take-up. What remains far
less explored is a direct measure of how
much households value clean, potable
water independent of the burdens of
collection time, taste, labour, or irregular
access that shape earlier estimates.

This paper contributes to research on
improving access to clean water and joins
a broader conversation within
environmental economics literature on
measuring how people in low-income
countries value environmental quality. It
addresses this gap by delivering clean
water directly to households and
observing real purchasing and exchange
behaviour, measuring both Willingness to
Pay (WTP) and Willingness to Accept
(WTA) under conditions where
non-monetary burdens are removed. This
approach allows the study to examine
how households order water, how
sensitive they are to price, and whether
they prefer receiving water or equivalent
cash. In addition, the study assesses
associated benefits, including changes in
water sources, collection time, household

water treatment practices, and
self-reported health. In doing so, it offers
a clearer picture of how people perceive
the importance of water quality. It offers
insights into interventions that could
expand access to safe drinking water in
contexts where infrastructure remains
uneven, and treatment burdens fall
heavily on households. The findings
provide evidence that can inform effective
and equitable drinking water policies in
low-income settings.

Measuring the value

The study was conducted in Odisha, a
State where access to water remains
limited. As of 2021, Odisha ranked 32nd
out of 37 States in piped water coverage,
with 83% of households lacking
connections. A 2023 survey found that
41% of villages still lacked safe drinking
water. Water access has been a key local
concern in the State, leading to protests
and dissatisfaction among the population.
Against this backdrop, the study
implemented a randomised controlled
trial across 160 villages, with successful
execution in 99 villages where a private
company already operated water
treatment facilities. Households were
randomly assigned to different
experimental arms, allowing researchers
to observe behaviour under conditions
where clean water was delivered directly,
removing typical burdens of collection,
transport, and taste-related aversion, and
capturing variations across income, water
habits, and baseline access.

Households were assigned to one of
three experimental arms designed to
reveal distinct dimensions of valuation. In
the price arm, households could purchase
clean, home-delivered water at several
subsidised price points. Observing the
quantity ordered at each price allowed
researchers to estimate willingness to pay
based on revealed behaviour and identify
price sensitivity. This arm also provided a
comparison to prior studies that focused
on demand for treatment technologies
rather than clean water itself.

In the free-water arm, households
received potable water at zero price,
serving as an unconstrained benchmark.
The quantity consumed in this arm
reflected genuine demand independent of
financial limitations and provided a
contrast with the price arm to separate

preference from affordability.

The exchangeable entitlement arm
offered households entitlements that
could either be redeemed for water or
exchanged for cash of equivalent value.
Their choices revealed willingness to
accept compensation to forgo clean
water, which is particularly meaningful in
low-income contexts with limited
substitutes and where governments often
provide cash transfers.

Randomisation within villages ensured
that differences in behaviour were
attributable to treatment conditions
rather than geographic or infrastructural
disparities. By removing the
non-monetary costs associated with
traditional water access, the study
captured a more accurate picture of how
households value clean water. In doing
S0, it provides policy-relevant insights on
how to structure water delivery,
subsidies, and interventions in settings
where infrastructure and treatment
burdens fall heavily on households.

Valuing clean water

The study’s findings reveal several
important patterns regarding how
households perceive and value clean
water. Both WTP and WTA estimates were
substantially higher than those reported
in earlier studies that relied on indirect
measures, such as chlorine adoption or
time-use patterns, suggesting that prior
work underestimated the true value of
potable water due to the bundled
inconveniences of collection and
treatment. WTA values, in particular,
were strikingly high, indicating
households’ strong reluctance to forgo
clean water even when offered cash.
While demand did respond to price
increases, the decline was moderate,
highlighting that clean water is
considered a necessity rather than a
discretionary good. In the exchangeable
entitlement arm, many households chose
water over equivalent cash, reinforcing
the preference for guaranteed access over
short-term monetary gain. Access to
home-delivered water also led households
to shift away from less reliable sources,
reducing collection time and alleviating
burdens that disproportionately affect a
few. Finally, although health outcomes
were self-reported, households indicated
improvements in physical well-being,

suggesting immediate perceived benefits
from reliable clean water access.

Understanding choices

These findings highlight an important
insight: when clean water is made easily
accessible, households demonstrate a far
higher valuation than previously
assumed. This challenges common
interpretations that low-income
households do not care about water
quality or are unwilling to pay for
treatment. Instead, what they resist are
the associated inconveniences — taste,
effort, labour, and uncertainty.

By isolating water quality from these
burdens, the study shows that people
value purity deeply, and that their choices
reflect a practical understanding of its
importance for health and daily
functioning. The strong WTP-WTA gap
also reflects a psychological dimension:
households may be wary of losing access
once they experience the benefits of
reliable, safe water.

This study, therefore, contributes a
new way of thinking about water
valuation, one that centres the service
rather than the technology. It suggests
that uptake of chlorine or filters may not
reflect low valuation of cleanliness but
instead reflect aversion to the method of
treatment due to difficulties in adoption
or financial constraints.

While it would have been interesting to
also examine quantifiable health
improvements rather than relying solely
on self-reported outcomes, the
behavioural evidence remains
compelling.

The findings point to actionable
government strategies: support
decentralised, home-delivery models in
areas with limited piped infrastructure;
provide subsidies or pricing aligned with
households’ willingness to pay; and
integrate entitlement-based systems for
vulnerable households to ensure
universal access. Such measures can act
as effective interim solutions while
long-term infrastructure is expanded.

The study reframes water access, not
as technology adoption, but as making
safe water easy, reliable, and dignified,
and contributes to our understanding of
household perceptions of water.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
journalist.
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The Nobel prize award ceremony starts every year on December 10. Here is
a quiz on the prestigious prize and its awardees

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh

A

QUESTION 1

Initially only five fields were considered
for the awards. Which of the current six
fields was not among this?

A

QUESTION 2

Name the institution that established the
prize in the field mentioned in question
1.

A

QUESTION 3

What is the maximum number of people
who can share a Nobel?

A

QUESTION 4

Name the youngest and oldest Nobel
laureates.

A

QUESTION 5

Who is the first Indian to win a Nobel?

CM
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Visual question:
Name this writer who famously declined a Nobel awarded for literature. FILE PHOTO

-

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. The Genocide Convention
was adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) on this date. Ans: December
9, 1948

2. The Convention entered into force and
became legally effective on this date. Ans:
January 12, 1951

3. Number of states which are party to the
Convention. Ans: 153 state parties

4. The four types of groups protected under the
Convention’s definition of ‘genocide’. Ans:
National, ethnic, racial, or religious groups
5. Does the Genocide Convention recognise
cultural genocide or political genocide in its
definition of genocide? Ans: No

Visual: Identify the man. Ans: Raphael
Lemkin. He was a Polish-Jewish lawyer
who invented the term ‘genocide’. He was
the key advocate whose efforts pushed the
UN to adopt the Genocide Convention
Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Haridas Pal|
Jagrati Shukla| Nitin Das| Sadhan Panda

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the meaning of ‘five o’clock
shadow’? (S. Gopi, Trivandrum)
Some men shave every day before leaving
for work. But by the time they return
home in the evening, they find that some
of the hair they had so carefully removed
in the morning has grown back. This
stubbly growth that a man has on his face
at the end of the day is referred to as the
five o’clock shadow. It is an informal
expression and it is thought that it is the
brainchild of the advertising company
that promoted Gem razors and blades.
“That unsightly beard growth which
appears prematurely at about 5 p.m.
looks bad” was one of their
advertisements. Richard Nixon, the
former American President, was a man
who had a perpetual five o’clock shadow.
Some political analysts have said that
Nixon may have lost the TV debates in the
U.S. Presidential race to John Kennedy in
1960 because of his five o’clock shadow.
In his Memoirs, Nixon has this to say
about his television debates with
Kennedy: “Kennedy arrived... looking
tanned, rested and fit. My television
adviser, Ted Rodgers, recommended that
I use television make-up, but unwisely I
refused, permitting only a little ‘beard
stick’ on my perpetual five o’clock
shadow.”

What does ‘being on the wrong side
of thirty’ mean? (T. Santhana
Krishnan, Vellore)

When you say that you are on the wrong
side of thirty, it means that you are more
than thirty years of age. Here are a few
examples. Anitha cannot apply for the job
because she is on the wrong side of
twenty five (Meaning she is more than
twenty five). Madhuri claims to be twenty
five, but if you ask me, she is on the
wrong side of thirty. If you wish to say
that you are younger than thirty, then you
use the expression ‘on the right side of
thirty’. For example, Madhusudan is on
the right side of thirty. I am on the wrong
side of forty, but my younger brother is
on the right side of forty.

What does ‘man Friday’ mean? (Dr. S.
Vaidyanathan, T.Nagar, Chennai)
Friday is the name of a character who
appears in Daniel Defoe’s well known
work of fiction, ‘Robinson Crusoe’. He is a
savage whom Crusoe finds on an island.
Crusoe names the savage ‘Friday’ because
he first encounters him on a Friday.
Friday becomes Robin’s constant
companion and assists him in everything.
So when you refer to a man as being your
‘man Friday’, it means that he is a faithful
and willing attendant, ready to do
whatever you tell him to do. For example,
Jeeves was Betram Wooster’s man Friday.
Many people in our office believe that
Balaraman is our Chairman’s man Friday.
If the faithful attendant happens to be a
woman, then you refer to her as ‘girl
Friday’. And ‘girl Friday’, like ‘man
Friday’, does all the important and useful
jobs that her boss wants to be done. A
female secretary is often referred to as
‘girl Friday’.

For example, as soon as my boss had a
problem, he rang for Achala, his girl
Friday.

Published in The Hindu on December 8,
1998.

Word of the day

Scu FrY: rushing about hastily in an
undignified way; to move about or proceed
hurriedly

Synonyms: scamper, scramble, scuttle,
skitter

Usage: the girls scurried over to him.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/scurrypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ska.i/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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‘Citizenship under CAA
only if claims verified’

The NGO, in its petition filed through advocate An-
ish Roy, submitted that the proviso to Section 2(1)
(b) of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) ex-
empted religious minorities from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan who entered India on
or before December 31, 2014, from being consi-
dered “illegal migrants”. These communities
were Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and
Christians. Section 6B of the CAA allows these per-
sons to apply for grant of certificate of registration
or certificate of naturalisation. The NGO argued
that those who apply for naturalisation should not
be deprived of citizens’ rights and privileges.

However, the petition said the authorities had
delayed the issuance of the citizenship certifi-
cates. This, coupled with the non-recognition of
acknowledgment receipts during the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), has created a se-
rious constitutional crisis.

The CJI said that if the government has made a
law, there would be a following mechanism to im-
plement the law, in this case, to determine claims
of citizenship by naturalisation from refugees who
had fled these three countries.

Top court slams EC’s
‘mechanical’ answers

The hearing also saw the Kerala government, re-
presented by advocate C.K. Sasi, seek a further ex-
tension of two weeks for electors in the State to
submit their enumeration forms. He said that over
20 lakh voters were yet to submit their forms. The
EC had earlier extended the deadline in Kerala
from December 11 to December 18.

“There are students who are studying outside
the State. On a personal front, there are also la-
wyers like me. We are waiting for the Christmas
vacations to go back and submit our forms,” se-
nior advocate P.V. Surendranath said, explained
the practical difficulties.

Here too, the EC responded by stating that
97.42% enumeration forms have been digitised in
Kerala.

Senior advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, for the EC,
said the State’s submission was “speculative”,
claiming that the poll body had its “fingers on the
pulse” in Kerala. “We are monitoring,” Mr. Dwive-
di submitted. The court posted the case on De-
cember 18 to assess the situation to pass appro-
priate orders, if necessary.

Driving BLOs to exhaustion

Justice Joymalya Bagchi questioned whether the
EC was “too much of a driving force”, leaving
booth-level officers (BLOs) exhausted.

The EC dismissed the notion as a “political nar-
rative floating around”. It said there were only
1,200 voters in every polling booth, and the BLO
for the booth had 37 days to submit and collect en-
umeration forms from them. “A BLO can cover
them all in 37 days at the pace of 35 voters a day...
There are small hamlets in some places. A BLO
could easily visit six or seven houses and com-
plete the daily quota,” Mr. Dwivedi rationalised.

But Justice Bagchi said the explanation made it
seem as though a BLO’s job was merely “desk
work”.

“It is sheer leg work. They have to leg it house
after house, verify the details, travel back and
upload the enumeration forms. There is pressure
on the BLOs... We are not on ‘narratives’, as you
put it... We had taken note of strain on BLOs in our
order on December 4,” Justice Bagchi addressed
the EC counsel.

‘Hostile parties causing stress’

On December 4, the top court had put the onus on
the States to substitute BLOs who fall sick on the
job or depute additional personnel for SIR enum-
eration work to reduce stress. Tuesday’s hearing
saw the court clarify that the December 4 order
would be applicable on a pan-India basis.

On Tuesday, Mr. Dwivedi contended that it was
not the EC, but ruling political parties hostile to
the SIR in States like West Bengal and Kerala, who
are interfering with the BLOs* work, “bossing
them around”.

IndiGo to reduce
400-500 flights

Since November, over 5,000 flights have been
cancelled, including 951 in November. A total of
9.5 lakh tickets were cancelled from November 21
to December 7, for which the airline maintains it
has released refunds totalling ¥827 crore.

Earlier, the airline had sought permission to fly
nearly 10% more flights in the winter season, ef-
fective from October 26, 2025 till March 28, 2026,
compared with the 2024 winter season. This has
raised questions about how the airline made such
a demand, and why the aviation regulator, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Aviation, agreed without
assessing whether IndiGo had adequate crew.

The airline has admitted to “planning gaps and
misjudgement” in estimating crew requirements
under the government’s revised norms governing
night flying for pilots, including for the first time
capping the number of landings allowed per night
shift to two in response to concerns over mount-
ing fatigue.

As per the airline’s own submission, it current-
ly has 65 fewer captains than required — 2,357
available against 2,422 needed to comply with the
new rule that came into effect from November 1.

CM
K

Ease of life is a top priority
for govt., Modi tells NDA MPs

Prime Minister emphasised undertaking reforms across all sectors to ease common mans life

and ensure the public face no problems, says Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Tuesday told Na-

tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) MPs that “ease of
life” and “ease of doing bu-
siness” were both top
priorities for the govern-
ment, and that his govern-
ment was in a “reform ex-
press” phase, which was
“not only revenue-centric
but [also] citizen-centric”,
sources said.

Mr. Modi addressed the
NDA'’s parliamentary party
meet, the first to be held in
the Winter Session of Par-
liament. NDA MPs and
leaders felicitated the
Prime Minister on the al-
liance’s recent victory in

the Bihar  Assembly
election.
“During the NDA parlia-

mentary meeting, the PM
told NDA MPs that people
should not be troubled,
[or] face inconvenience.
Rules and laws are good,
but in order to correct the
system, it is not right to ha-
rass people,” Union Minis-
ter for Parliamentary Af-
fairs Kiren Rijiju told
presspersons after the

PM Narendra Modi being felicitated by MPs for the NDA’s victory in

Bihar Assembly polls, at Parliament in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI

meeting in the national
capital.

Focus on reforms

Mr. Modi spoke of how his
government was rapidly
going ahead with reforms,
with a clear intent, sources
present at the meeting
said. “He said that reforms
should be citizen-centric,
not just focussed on the
economy or revenues. The
goal should be to remove
the everyday hurdles of pe-
ople so that they can grow
to their full potential,” the
source said, adding that
MPs were told to “share
the problems faced by citi-
zens” so that reforms
could be modified. He also

reportedly spoke of the
need to “end the culture of
30-40-page forms and un-
neccesary paperwork” and
“eliminate repeated data
submissions”. “He said the
government trusted citi-
zens by allowing self-certi-
fication, and that this has
worked successfully for the
last decade,” the source
added.

“All NDA leaders con-
gratulated Prime Minister
Modi for the NDA’s victory
in the Bihar elections. He
guided all the NDA MPs to
work for their respective
constituencies. Prime Mi-
nister Modi emphasised
undertaking reforms
across all sectors to ease

PM’s focus on ease in
daily lives of citizens,
economic reforms is

significant in light of
the IndiGo crisis

the public’s lives and en-
sure they face no pro-
blems. The PM said that
laws should help people.
He also urged MPs to con-
nect with the youth,” Mr.
Rijiju said.

Mr. Modi’s focus on ease
in the daily lives of citizens
alongside economic re-
forms is significant in light
of the aviation crisis.

Later in the day, Union
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu made a state-
ment in the Lok Sabha on
the Indigo airline imbro-
glio. “No airline, however
large, will be permitted to
cause hardship to passen-
gers through planning fai-
lures and non-compliance
with regulations,” Mr. Nai-
du said.

The government was
pursuing policies to en-
courage more airlines to
operate in India and pro-
vide more choice for In-
dian consumers, the Minis-
ter said.

the Delhi blast probe, in Anantnag on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Red Fort blast case:
NIA searches forest
range in Anantnag

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Teams of the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
along with the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Tuesday
brought a terror accused
doctor to a forest range in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag
and arrested another local
doctor from north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla in the Red
Fort blast case.

Officials said an NIA
team was searching the
Hutmurah forest area in
Anantnag. The team was
accompanied by Dr. Adeel
Rather, one of the mem-
bers of the inter-State ter-
ror module busted last
month by the J&K Police.
Another arrested youth, Ja-
sir Bilal Wani, who is a
neighbour of Dr. Rather,
has also been shifted to

Kashmir. Sources said the
duo was shifted to identify
possible hideouts in south
Kashmir.

On November 7, an
AK-47 rifle was recovered
from Dr. Rather’s locker at
Anantnag Medical College,
where he worked as a se-
nior resident till 2024. Dr.
Rather is among two local
doctors arrested in the
case and believed to be be-
hind the blast that left 15 ci-
vilians dead on November
10 in Delhi.

Officials were also look-
ing into the role of Dr.
Rather’s brother, Dr. Mu-
zaffar Rather, who is be-
lieved to have shifted to
Dubiai earlier this year.

Meanwhile, the NIA said
another key accused, Dr.
Bilal Naseer Malla of Bara-
mulla, was arrested in con-
nection with the blast case.

SC seeks EC’s view on plea
to not hold SIR in Assam

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday pointed to the
special protective laws in
place in Assam addressing
the region’s unique needs
while hearing a petition al-
leging that the Election
Commission of India (EC)
has discriminated against
the State by not conduct-
ing a Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of its electoral
rolls despite the alleged
presence of “40 to 50 lakh
illegal immigrants” even
way back in 1997.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant said it would
hear next week the peti-
tion filed by Mrinal Kumar
Choudhury, former Presi-
dent of Gauhati High Court
Bar Association, question-
ing why revision of electo-
ral rolls in Assam was only
by way of “special revi-
sion” and not an SIR, as
done in Bihar and current-
ly under way in 12 other
States and Union Territo-
ries.

The petitioner relied on
a report of former Assam
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A booth-level officer helps residents check their details during the
special revision of electoral rolls in Guwahati. PTI

Governor Lt. General S.K.
Sinha and ex-Home Minis-
ter of Assam Indrajit Gupta
in 1997 that there were “40-
50 lakh illegal immigrants™
in the State. The petition
asked whether the SIR’s
avowed objective to pro-
tect the purity of the elec-
toral roll did not apply to
Assam.

Even the Supreme Court
had raised the issue of ad-
verse demographic impact
in view of the presence of
large illegal immigrants, es-
pecially in a case challeng-
ing Section 6A of the Citi-
zenship Act.

“There are lakhs of ille-

gal immigrants in Assam
whose names have been
incorporated in the electo-
ral roll, and unless SIR is
conducted these persons
will get the right to vote in
the upcoming Assembly
elections in Assam which
will have a cascading effect
on the socio-political sce-
nario and result in demo-
graphic imbalance,” the
petition submitted.

The plea questioned the
“discrimination” shown to
Assam when there was no
difference on the ground
realities between Assam
and the other 12 States
where SIR was underway.

India-Nepal Army exercise
concludes in Uttarakhand

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The India-Nepal joint mili-
tary exercise, SURYAKI-
RAN-XIX, concluded at
Pithoragarh in Uttarak-
hand on Tuesday.

Marking the end of the
intensive combined train-
ing cycle, the Directors-
General of Military Opera-
tions (DGMOs) of the In-
dian and Nepal Armies
jointly witnessed and vali-
dated a two-day battalion-
level validation exercise at
the Foreign Training Node
in Pithoragarh.

The Indian Army said
the validation phase show-
cased joint tactics, tech-
niques and procedures for
counter-terrorism opera-
tions mandated under
Chapter VII of the UN
Charter.

The drills featured a
suite of cutting-edge tech-
nologies, including ISR (in-
telligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance) and
precision-targeting drones,
advanced day/night wea-
pon sights, Al-enabled sur-
veillance feeds, unmanned
operational and logistics

DGMO Lieutenant General Manish Luthra along with DGMO of Nepal

Army, Major General Anup Jung Thapa. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

platforms, and secure bat-
tlefield communication
systems.

The exercise under-
scored seamless interoper-
ability, synchronised mis-
sion planning and
coordinated execution of
combined tactical opera-
tions in a counter-terro-
rism environment across
battalion, company and
small-team levels. Troops
carried out intelligence-
based surgical missions in
complex terrain, employ-
ing aerial insertion meth-
ods to strengthen rapid-
response capability.

Acknowledging the im-
portance of shared securi-
ty and humanitarian pre-
paredness in the

Himalayan region, both
DGMOs lauded the exer-
cise for enhancing opera-
tional synergy, deepening
mutual trust and reinforc-
ing the long-standing mili-
tary brotherhood between
the two armies, the Army
added.

As a mark of this endur-
ing  partnership, the
DGMOs jointly planted a
Tree of Friendship, reaf-
firming the timeless bonds
and strategic cooperation
between India and Nepal.

SURYAKIRAN - XIX
stands as a robust demon-
stration of unity, prepared-
ness and partnership for
regional peace and stabili-
ty, the Army said in a re-
lease.

CBI books Reliance ADA Group firms,
Anil Ambani’s son in bank fraud cases

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has regis-
tered separate  cases
against two Reliance Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani (ADA)
Group companies, Re-
liance Home Finance Li-
mited (RHFL) and Reliance
Commercial Finance Limit-
ed (RCFL), on charges of
bank loan fraud. Among
the accused in one case is
Anil Ambani’s son, Jai An-
mol Ambani.

On Tuesday, the agency
conducted searches on the
premises of Mr. Jai Anmol
and other accused in Mum-
bai and Pune.

In the two cases, total al-
leged loan defaults involv-
ing all the lenders is worth

Agency conducts
searches on premises
of son Jai Anmol,
other accused in
Mumbai and Pune

14,852 crore. One First In-
formation Report (FIR) is
against RHFL, its promo-
ters or directors, and un-
known bank officials,
based on a complaint from
Union Bank of India, alleg-
ing criminal conspiracy,
cheating, and criminal mis-
conduct, and wrongful loss
of ¥228.06 crore.

The bank had declared
the account of RHFL a non-
performing asset (NPA) on
September 30, 2019, and a
fraud on October 10, 2024.
The company had taken

loans to the tune of
%5,572.35 crore from 18
banks, financial institu-
tions, and non-banking fi-
nancial companies
(NBFCs), including Union
Bank of India. “A thorough
investigation will be con-
ducted into the allegations
of defrauding all the banks
or FIs etc. by the accused
company,” said the CBI.

Following a court per-
mission, the agency
searched two official pre-
mises of RHFL and the resi-
dential premises of its then
director, Mr. Jai Anmol,
and then chief executive
officer and whole-time di-
rector, Ravindra Sudhal-
kar, in Mumbai.

In this case, the bank
had got a forensic audit re-
port done. It indicated a

“systematic diversion of
borrowed funds”.

The second case is
against RCFL, the then di-
rectors Devang Pravin Mo-
dy and Ravindra Somayaju-
la Rao, and unknown bank
officials. As alleged, they
cheated Bank of Maharash-
tra to the tune of 357.47
crore.

RCFL had taken 29,280
crore in loans from 31
banks, financial institu-
tions, NBFCs, corporate
bodies, etc. The bank al-
leged that a forensic audit
detected many irregulari-
ties. A key issue was that
the company disbursed
68% of the wholesale loans
(X11,218.58 crore) to PILE,
some of which were furth-
er lent to PILE or related
parties or group entities.

Navy chief embarks on
4-day official visit to Brazil

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Admiral Dinesh K. Tri-
pathi, Chief of the Naval
Staff (CNS), has embarked
on an official visit to Brazil.

The visit, from Decem-
ber 9 to 12, is aimed at con-
solidating the robust mari-

time partnership between
the Indian Navy and the
Brazilian Navy — an essen-
tial pillar of the broader In-
dia-Brazil Strategic Part-
nership. The CNS will hold
high-level discussions with
Brazil’s senior leadership,
including Defence Minister
Jose Mucio.

| am Mohamed Arsath, 12 years old suffering from
“T Cell - Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia”. | have
to undergo Chemotherapy and Radiation Therapy
for 3 years at Meenakshi Mission Hospital &
Research Centre, Madurai. The total expenditure is
Rs. 8,00,000/-. My father works as a sales person.
Please help me to undergo the treatment as my
family is very poor and we cannot afford this huge

expenditure. Donations sent by Ch/D.D. favouring
Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research Centre, Madurai will
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Transfer & GOOGLE PAY (Canara Bank, Nungambakkam Branch, A/c No.
60182010063310, IFSC No: CNRB0016018) favouring WOMEN’S WELFARE
SYNDICATE is exempted under 80G IT. Your e-mail ID is requested.

All correspondence is done through WWS, Regd. Public Charitable Trust, Flat
No. GF 1, Corddel Apartments, 0.No.13, N.No. 29, Pycrofts Garden Lane,
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Opposition seeks change in panel
to select Election Commissioners

They say that it should include the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha; MPs also

seek an end to direct cash benefits ahead of elections; poll body has no legal right to conduct the SIR, says Manish Tewari

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

aunching a multi-
L pronged attack over

electoral reforms in
the Lok Sabha, Opposition
parties on Tuesday said the
Election Commission (EC)
had no legal right to con-
duct the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

The Opposition sought a
change in the selection pa-
nel for the appointment of
Election Commissioners to
include the Chief Justice of
India and the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha.

At present, the selection
committee comprises the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and a Union
Cabinet Minister named by
the Prime Minister.

MPs of Opposition par-
ties, including the Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party,
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam, and Trinamool Con-
gress, also sought an end to
direct cash benefits ahead
of elections.

-

Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadv speaking during a debate on

electoral reforms in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. PTI

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari initiated the discus-
sion from the Opposition’s
ranks. India had adopted
universal franchise at a
time when very few na-
tions had it, Mr. Tewari
said. The EC, he said, had
been given powers under
Article 324 with the hope
that it would play a neutral
empire. “There are many
people who are feeling the
need to discuss the neu-
trality of the EC [now],” he
said.

According to the new
2023 law for the appoint-

ment of Election Commis-
sioners, the panel to select
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and the two Elec-
tion Commissioners
should comprise the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, and a Cabinet Minister.

In order to remove
doubts with reference to
the EC, “It is my suggestion
that two members should
be added to this panel —
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha,
and the Chief Justice of In-
dia,” the Congress MP said.

The EC has no legal
right to conduct the SIR
now taking place across
the country as there is no
provision for it either in
the Constitution or in law,
Mr. Tewari added.

The SIR, according to
law, could only be con-
ducted in specific consti-
tuencies after recording
specific problems in writ-
ing, and thus the govern-
ment must table in the
House the issues with the
current electoral rolls, the
complaints the EC had re-
ceived with regard to
them, and what inquiry
had been initiated, Mr. Te-
wari said. He also sought
machine readable rolls for
all political parties, and an
end to direct cash benefits
before elections.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
said he agreed to most de-
mands made by Mr. Tewa-
ri, and alleged electoral
malpractices in the bypolls
to the Rampur Lok Sabha
and Milkipur Assembly
constituencies of Uttar
Pradesh.

“We gave the EC each
and every incident report.

But despite this, EC did not
take any action. Then we
understood that the EC is
biased,” Mr. Tewari said.

Calling for a return to
ballot paper voting, he ar-
gued that if developed
countries, including the
United States and Germa-
ny, had not accepted elec-
tronic voting machines,
why should India.

The EC’s role should be
impartial, but people had
lost confidence in the pa-
nel, DMK MP Dayanidhi
Maran said, adding that
even politicians had start-
ed doubting the election
body, which was changing
the rules to suit only one
political party.

Kalyan Bannerjee of the
Trinamool Congress men-
tioned the alleged suicides
by booth-level officers.

“If foreigners have come
and the Border Security
Force could not detect it,
then it is the fault of the
Home Minister and Prime
Minister,” Mr. Banerjee
said on the EC’s contention
that the SIR was being con-
ducted to weed out illegal
immigrants in the list.

Rahul says BJP committing
vote theft in collusion with
EC to destroy idea of India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress MP and Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday accused the BJP of
indulging in the “biggest”
act against the nation by
committing vote chori
[theft] in collusion with the
Election Commission (EC)
to destroy the idea of India.

Mr. Gandhi, participat-
ing in a discussion on elec-
tion reforms in the Lower
House, said that the Naren-
dra Modi government had
changed the law to give
complete immunity to the
Election Commissioners
for their decision, but ad-
ded, “We are going to
change the law and going
to find you.”

Describing Indian de-
mocracy as the world’s
greatest democracy, the
Opposition leader asked
three questions, which he
said made it clear that the
BJP was “directing and us-
ing” the EC to damage it.

As part of his sugges-
tions, Mr. Gandhi called for
providing machine reada-
ble voter list to all parties
one month before elec-
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RaﬁulGandhi

tions, taking back the law
that allowed destruction of
CCTV footage after 45 days
of poll, giving access to
electronic voting machines
(EVMs), and quash the law
that allowed the Election
Commissioners “to get
away with whatever they
want to do”.

‘Act against country’
Calling the alleged vote
chori an act against the
country, Mr. Gandhi said,
“It is because when you
destroy the vote, you des-
troy the fabric of this coun-
try, you destroy modern
India, you destroy the idea
of India. Those across the
aisle are doing ...”.

The senior Congress
leader also asked why the
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
was removed from the se-
lection panel for the ap-
pointment of the Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) and the Election
Commissioners (ECs).

“I'sit in that room. It is a
so-called democratic deci-
sion. On one side, there is
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah. On the other
side, the Leader of the Op-
position. I have no voice in
that room. What they de-
cide is what happens,” Mr.
Gandhi said, adding, “So,
why are the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister so
keen on choosing exactly
who the election commis-
sioner is going to be”.

Talking about the law
that shields the ECs from
being prosecuted for their
decisions in office, Mr.
Gandhi said “no Prime Mi-
nister has done this in the
history of India”.

“In December 2023, this
government changed the
law to make sure that no
election = commissioner
could be punished for any
action they take,” he said.

In RS, Shah accuses Congress and
Nehru of ‘dividing’ National Song

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, opening the discus-
sion on the 150th anniver-
sary of National Song
Vande Mataram in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Tuesday, said
the “division” of the song,
and the Congress’s “polit-
ics of appeasement” had
led to Partition.

Countering the Opposi-
tion’s allegation that the
discussion was being or-
ganised in view of the com-
ing West Bengal Assembly
election, he said such re-
marks were aimed at di-
minishing the importance
of the song.

‘Nine instances’

Several Congress leaders
had insulted Vande Mata-
ram, and ended its recital
in Parliament, Mr. Shah al-

@

AMIT SHAH
Union Home Minister

Yesterday, some MPs in the
Lok Sabha questioned the
need to discuss Vande Mataram.
The need for discussion..was

as relevant when the song was
written, during the freedom
movement, [is as relevant] today,
and will be as relevant in 2047

leged. Mr. Shah should
authenticate his claim,
Congress general secretary
and Chief Whip in the Ra-
jya Sabha Jairam Ramesh
said. Mr. Shah later sent in
a letter to the Rajya Sabha
Chairman, citing nine in-
stances from 2018 till 2025
during which Congress
leaders allegedly insulted
the song.

Vande Mataram was the
mantra that awakened In-

dia’s cultural nationalism
and energised the freedom
struggle. “Yesterday, some
MPs in the Lok Sabha ques-
tioned the need to discuss
Vande Mataram. The need
for discussion...was as rele-
vant when the song was
written, during the free-
dom movement; [is as rele-
vant] today, and will be as
relevant in 2047, when
‘Viksit Bharat” will be
achieved,” Mr. Shah said.

The Minister did not
name Congress general se-
cretary and Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
who had posed this ques-
tion during the discussion
on the song in the Lok Sab-
ha on Monday. The govern-
ment was more interested
in discussing the past than
present issues affecting ci-
tizens, Ms. Gandhi had
said.

He also accused the
Congress and the late
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru of “dividing” the
song.

“On the 50th anniver-
sary of Vande Mataram, in
1937, Jawaharlal Nehru di-
vided it into two, and limit-
ed it to two stanzas. This
was the way the Congress
honoured the Vande Mata-
ram,” Mr. Shah said, lead-
ing to protests from Oppo-
sition MPs.

Debate on Vande Mataram
attempt to divert attention
from economic issues: Kharge

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Tues-
day demanded that the Un-
ion government take up for
discussion in Parliament
economic and livelihood
issues rather than dwelling
on topics to “divert” the at-
tention of people from real
issues.

“When there are eco-
nomic challenges in front
of the country, then to
have a political discussion
on National Song Vande
Mataram is just an attempt
to divert attention,” said
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, during
a debate on 150 years of
the National Song.

Mr. Kharge said Parlia-
ment could pay true hom-
age to Bharat Mata by dis-
cussing and resolving the
issues of common people.
He alleged that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi was
holding a discussion on
Vande Mataram, keeping

CM
K

Mallikarjun Kharge

the West Bengal election in
mind. Mr. Kharge said the
discussion on Vande Mata-
ram was to divert the peo-
ple’s attention from the
real challenges such as eco-
nomic issues, rising unem-
ployment and deprecia-
tion in the value of the
rupee and several social is-
sues.

He said the country’s in-
fluence on neighbouring
countries was decreasing
and China’s influence was
increasing. “Nepal is de-
manding investment from
China. Bangladesh, with

China and Pakistan, is par-
ticipating in trilateral meet-
ings. Beijing is openly pull-
ing South Asia towards
itself under its strategic
plan,” he said.

He said it had become a
habit of the BJP to abuse
the Congress and to target
Jawaharlal Nehru and spoil
his image, “which is im-
possible as he is the tallest
leader of this country”.

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva
said the government
should also acknowledge
contributions of freedom
fighters from South India.
He urged the Centre to
dedicate the next warship
to the memory of freedom

fighter Chempakaraman
Pillai.
AAP leader Sanjay Singh

said the BJP was not giving
respect to the motherland
as it was trying to hide its
failures in the garb of na-
tionalism. “The govern-
ment is just trying to hide
its failures and crimes be-
hind the sloganeering,” he
said.

No deaths
due to air
pollution,
says Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
informed the Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday that there was
no conclusive data availa-
ble to establish a direct cor-
relation of death or disease
exclusively due to air pollu-
tion.

Minister of State for
Health Prataprao Jadhav
said in a written reply that
air pollution was one of the
triggering factors for respi-
ratory ailments and asso-
ciated diseases.

SIR of poll rolls is not new,
several have taken place
since 1952: Law Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Countering  Opposition
charges with regard to the
ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, Union Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Tuesday asserted that it is
the Constitutional respon-
sibility of the Election
Commission to clean up
the list of voters, pointing
out that the exercise has
been held multiple times
since 1952.

Responding to the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi’s
charge about the govern-
ment changing the law re-
garding the appointment
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) and fellow
election commissioners
(ECs), Mr. Meghwal said
the government had creat-
ed a framework following a
March 2023 Supreme
Court ruling.

Intervening in the de-
bate on election reforms in
the Lok Sabha, Mr. Megh-
wal accused the Congress
of engaging in vote chori
(theft) since the first Lok
Sabha election, accusing
the party of rigging the
election through the invali-

Revision is necessary
to address changes in
the electoral rolls

due to migration and
urbanisation, he says

dation of over 74,000 votes
to ensure B.R. Ambedkar’s
defeat.

The Law Minister said
the Opposition, including
the Congress, blames elec-
tronic voting machines
(EVMs) and the SIR for
their repeated defeats, but
fails to introspect on the
reasons for their losses.

He reminded members
that the Supreme Court
had upheld the SIR exer-
cise in Bihar and con-
firmed that the Election
Commission had the legal
authority to undertake the
clean-up of the voters’ list.

SIRs had been conduct-
ed multiple times between
1952 and 2002, but no such
exercise took place in the
last two decades, Mr.
Meghwal said. A revision
was necessary to address
changes on the electoral
rolls due to migration and
urbanisation, which often
led to electors being regis-
tered in multiple places, he
added.

Also intervening in the
debate, Union Minister and
Janata Dal (United) MP Ra-
jeev Ranjan Singh said that
the Opposition parties
questioned EVMs only
when they were defeated
in elections. “You won in
Bengal, Himachal, and Kar-
nataka; then the EVMs
were correct. But in Maha-
rashtra, Haryana or Bihar,
the machines suddenly be-
came faulty? People do not
accept this double stan-
dard,” he said. “The Oppo-
sition parties should take
some free tips from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
how to succeed in elec-
tions,” he quipped.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
added that EVMs were first
introduced in the country
by the late Congress PM
Rajiv Gandhi, as a pilot
project in 1987.

‘EC not independent’
Nationalist Congress Party
(Sharad Pawar) leader Su-
priya Sule said the Election
Commission appeared to
be part of the government,
instead of being an inde-
pendent authority.

“This is not healthy for
any democracy in the
world. It’s shameful,” Ms.
Sule said.

2,167 Maoists
surrendered
this year,
says Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai in-
formed the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday that in 2025, se-
curity forces have facilitat-
ed the surrender of 2,167
Maoist cadre. The number
of such surrenders since
2019 stood at 5,571.

The Minister said left-
wing extremism related
violent incidents had come
down from a high of 1,936
in the year 2010 to 218 in
2025.

“Resultant deaths of ci-
vilians and security forces
have also come down from
the high of 1,005 in the
year 2010 by 91% to 93 in
the year 2025. From 2019,
1,106 Naxal cadres had
been killed and 7,311 arrest-
ed and 5,571 surrendered.
This shows that their ca-
pacity to engage with our
security forces is com-
pletely eroded. Therefore,
they have no option left ex-
cept to surrender with
weapons,” he said.

In a written reply, he
said the resolute imple-
mentation of the National
Policy and Action Plan,
2015 had resulted in con-
sistent decline in violence
and constriction of geo-
graphical spread.

DHRA PRADESH POWER
ATION CORPORATION LIMITED
T SOUDHA, VIJAYAWADA-520004

E-610002134/HPC&HP/Excitation System/APGENC0/2025

APGENCO invites tender for “Design, manufacture, inspection,
packing and forwarding, supply & delivery at site stores, Erection,
Testing and Commissioning of 3 Nos. Digital Voltage Regulator based
static excitation system for Stage-1 Units of capacity 17 MW each at
Machkund Power House” through APGENCO e-Procurement.

The Bid start date is : 08.12.2025 @ 18:00 hrs. Last date for
submission of bids through online is upto 07.01.2026 @ 15:00hrs.
For further details visit https://etender.apgenco.gov.in or by

using the link through APGENCO website www.apgenco.gov.in
contact No: 0866-2526802/306/320.

DIPR 4651PP/CL, Dt: 09/12/2025

ANDHRA PRADESH CENTRAL POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD

Vidyut Nilayam, Corporate Office, ITI College Road, Vijayawada - 520 008
Tender Notice No: CGM/PROJ/VJA/RDSS EHTBAY/NIT-13/2025-26

Bids through apeprocurement.gov.in are invited from eligible bidders for “Survey,
Design, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 33KV Bay Extension along with
VCBs in EHT Substations of APCPDCL for bifurcated 33KV Feeders under Loss
Reduction works of RDSS and T&D on turnkey basis”. The Tender information will be
made available in AP e-procurement Portal from 10.12.2025, 18:00 Hrs, Last date for
Bid submission online is 18.12.2025, 17:00 Hrs. e-mail:cgmproj.cpdcl@apcpdcl.in
Sd/- Chief General Manager/Projects, APCPDCL: Vijayawada

ZZZ1 THE TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT CO.OP.MILK PRODUCERS' UNION LTD

TSD-550, VENGIKKAL, TIRUVANNAMALAI -4,

NEW TENDER NOTICE

Two part tender is invited by Tiruvannamalai Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union Ltd., Tiruvannamalai
for 59 Milk Collection Route Vehicles and 1 No's of Taxi for Milk Procurement & Input activities for 2 years
for 2025 —2027 as detailed below.

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)

WBSETCL

Registered Office: Vidyut Bhavan,Block-DJ, Sector-l, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700 091
CIN: U40101WB2007SGC113474 » web: www.wbsetcl.in

NIT No.: CE(P)/WBSETCL/2" Call-PT/25-26/27

Date: 10.12.2025

E-Tender is invited for procurement of Potential Transformer of various voltage class.
Bid documents can be downloaded from 10.12.2025, 12:00 Noon and bids shall be
submitted online up to 04:00 P.M., 07.01.2026.

Visit the following websites - www.wbtenders.gov.in, www.wbsetcl.in for details.

ICA- T25132(3)/2025

01| Starting Date & Time for availability of Tender Form (Through Online),

10.12.2025 - 10.00 A.M onwards

02| Pre-Bid Meeting Date & Time

19.12.2025 - 11.00 A.M

03| Last Date & Time for availability of Tender Form (Through Online)

30.12.2025 upto 10.00 A.M

04| Last Date & Time for receipt of filled in Tender Form (Through Online)

30.12.2025 upto 10.00 A.M

Place, Date & Time of Opening (Through Online)

Part. | Technical Bid

General Manager - Office,
Tiruvannamalai - 4.
30.12.2025 at 03.00 P.M.

The Cost of Tender (Through Online Free), EMD, Tender Conditions and other details can be seen in the
tender documents or it can be downloaded through www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Place: Tiruvannamalai - 4.

Date: 08.12.2025 DIPR/6519/TENDER/2025

General Manager
Tiruvannamalai District Co.Op.Milk Producers' Union Ltd

A PRADESH
. I.

Tender Notice No.11.8/APMSIDC/2025-26

+5
=

Bd.ap a 0 0 d 0

Dated: 08.12.2025

APMSIDG invites tendars through e-procurement platform hitps://tender.ap
eprocuremant.gow.in for Dr. NTR Vaidya Seva Universal Health Coverage Schema
{AB PMUAY- Dr. NTR V5) Ayughman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana

Dr. NTR Vaidya Seva Scheme Families. For detailed notification and further details,
please visit the website hitps:/apmsidc.ap.nic.in & www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in,

APMSIDC will resarve the right 1o cancel the tenders at any tima without assigning

any reasons.

5d/- Managing Director

A ND-NDE
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BJP condemns Opposition’s

move against HC judge

The BJP on Tuesday condemned Opposition MPs
for submitting a letter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla for moving an impeachment motion in
Parliament against Justice G.R. Swaminathan of
the Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court. In
a statement, BJP Tamil Nadu president Nainar
Nagenthran said, “Moving an impeachment
motion against Justice Swaminathan, whose
judgment upheld the cultural rights of Tamils,
was utterly shameful. The move by the INDIA
bloc was aimed at intimidating the judiciary.” BJP
chief spokesperson Narayanan Thirupathy said
the DMK and its allies had “resorted to

intimidation and threats™.

CPJ urges PM to address the

matter of jailed journalists

Ahead of International Human Rights Day on
December 10, the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) has written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking to draw his attention to
the matter of journalists imprisoned in India. The
CPJ said the “continued detention and
harassment of journalists risks eroding India’s
reputation as the world’s largest democracy”.
“To mark International Human Rights Day, we
ask that your government take steps to allow all
journalists imprisoned in India to return to their
families and continue their work without fear of
reprisal,” it said. The organisation urged the
government to uphold its international and
domestic human rights obligations.

Ensure free content access
for LLMs, says working paper

It says data crawlers for training artificial intelligence models should not be restricted; instead a

copyright society should be set up to collect royalties for members and non-members of body

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

government work-
A ing paper released
on Monday sug-

gested that Al large lan-
guage models (LLMs) such
as ChatGPT should, by de-
fault, have access to con-
tent freely available online,
and that publishers should
not have an opt-out me-
chanism for such content.
Instead, a copyright so-
ciety-like non-profit should
be set up to collect royal-
ties for both members and

non-members of that
body.
The working paper,

authored by a committee
formed by the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
is not final, and is accept-
ing public comments for
30 days. The document is
one of the main indicators
of how the Indian govern-
ment is thinking of balanc-
ing copyright holders’
fears that Al systems will
regurgitate content they in-
vested in without remuner-
ation, and the interests of
LLM developers who have
routinely consumed mas-
sive amounts of data online
to train their models.
Nasscom, which was re-
presented in the DPIIT’s

LLMs and copyright

A committee formed by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is accepting
public comments on a working paper for 30 days

m The core proposal
suggests that LLMs should
be allowed to freely access
all publicly available online
content

m A royalty system has been
recommended instead of
restrictions

m However, publishers are

committee, dissented, ar-
guing that forced royalties
would amount to a “tax on
innovation”, and said that
“mining” or scraping the
Web for data must be al-
lowed for freely available
content without paywalls,
and that both “crawlable”
and access-restricted con-
tent providers should have
options to “reserve” their
content from being mined
for LLM development.

Opt-out not feasible

The committee rejected
Nasscom’s dissent, arguing
that small content creators
may not have the means to

actually enforce such
opt-outs.

The Digital News Pu-
blishers Association,

which represents tradition-
al news media outlets with

already concerned about
Al regurgitating content.
Some are already suing Al
firms (e.g., DNPA vs OpenAl)
m There may be pushback
from Al firms over the cost
burden, while publishers
may resist flat royalty
distribution

a digital presence, includ-
ing The Hindu, has sued
ChatGPT maker OpenAl in
the Delhi High Court for
copyright infringement.
OpenAl denies the allega-
tions. The working paper
argues that it may not be
prudent to await the out-
come of this and other si-
milar litigation.

The recommendations,
if put in place through a
law, will eliminate any alle-
gations of improper access
to data, by blessing all ac-
cess, provided a fee is paid.
This model is similar to the
“compulsory licensing”
framework in place for ra-
dio stations in India, which
are empowered to play
music without negotiating
rights for them, as long as a
statutorily prescribed fee is
paid to the rights holders.

This balancing may face
pushback from Al develop-
ers and content creators;
the former may argue
against anything that in-
creases development costs
as few Al firms are even
profitable at the moment,
leaving little appetite to
share revenues. Content
creators may resist a flat
fee if they feel their inputs
are more valuable in train-
ing a model than those of
other royalty recipients.

A payout to the copy-
right society set up for dis-
tributing Al riches to con-
tent creators, will be
distributed by considering
factors such as Web traffic
and social indicators, like
how respectable a publish-
er is. Any decision can be
taken to the the court, the
working group says.

SC asks Centre to
give nationwide data
on missing children

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Un-
ion government to furnish
six years of nationwide da-
ta on missing children and
to appoint a dedicated of-
ficer in the Union Home
Ministry to ensure effective
coordination with the
States and Union Territo-
ries in compiling such
information.

A Bench of Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and R. Maha-
devan was hearing a public
interest litigation petition
filed by the non-profit or-
ganisation Guria Swayam
Sevi Sansthan, which high-
lighted the rising number
of children who remain un-
traced across several
States. The court had ear-
lier directed all States and
Union Territories to de-
pute dedicated officers to
oversee cases of missing
children and to ensure that
such details are promptly
uploaded on the Mission
Vatsalya portal adminis-
tered by the Women and
Child Development Minis-
try.

Appearing for the
Centre, Additional Solici-
tor-General Aishwarya
Bhati informed the Bench
that all States and Union
Territories had appointed
such officers and uploaded

It directs Home
Ministry to appoint
officer to coordinate
with States and
Union Territories

their particulars on the
portal. She noted, howev-
er, that the effective dis-
semination of information
and coordinated use of the
platform remained essen-
tial to securing meaningful
outcomes.

The Bench observed
that the Home Ministry it-
self had not nominated a
dedicated officer to over-
see cases of missing chil-
dren, despite being the
central coordinating agen-
cy. It accordingly directed
the Ministry to appoint
such an officer within two
weeks and to upload the
officer’s details on the Mis-
sion Vatsalya portal.

“We find that the Minis-
try of Home Affairs of the
Union of India has not ap-
pointed a dedicated nodal
officer for cases of missing
children for the purpose of
Mission Vatsalya, and
hence an officer may be
nominated as a dedicated
nodal officer, whose details
may also be uploaded on
the Mission Vatsalya por-
tal,” the court ordered.

It will hear the matter
next on February 10.

Mamata rejects conditions
given by Centre to resume
MGNREGS in West Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

In a dramatic rejection of
the Union government’s
conditions to resume the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) in West Bengal
after a three-year gap,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Tuesday publicly
tore up the Centre’s note
on the issue.

“This is an order from
the Centre. I am tearing it
up. I think it is an insult,
disrespectful,” the Chief
Minister said at a public
meeting in Cooch Behar
district.

“Day before yesterday,
we received a letter stating
that starting December 6,
we must submit a quarterly
labour budget. They have

THEREs BWEIR[) + 14661

Mamata Banerjee

imposed a restrictive con-
dition. But where is the
time to show it? This is De-
cember, and the election is
due early next year. Then
they said training has to be
provided,” Ms. Banerjee
said.

The Centre had sus-
pended the 100-day work
scheme in the State in
March 2022, alleging cor-
ruption in its implementa-
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tion. Earlier this year, the
Calcutta High Court had di-
rected both the State and
Union governments to res-
ume the scheme from Au-
gust 1.

The Supreme Court dis-
missed the Centre’s appeal
on September 27, directing
that the scheme be res-
umed in the State.

Despite appeals by agri-
culture unions, however,
the scheme is yet to be
resumed.

At the public meeting on
Tuesday, the Chief Minister
said that West Bengal does
not want to depend on any
mercy of the Centre. “I say
this piece of paper is value-
less. We will come back to
power. Under Karmashree,
we are providing 70 days of
work. We will increase it to
100 days...,” Ms. Banerjee
said.

Solve this puzzle online and
access more puzzles at ' 1
https://crossword.thehindu.com O} -

‘Rise in global use
of Aadhaar-like ID
systems dangerous’

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Fifty-four civil society
groups and over 200 indi-
vidual signatories have put
out an open letter pushing
back against the expanding
use of Aadhaar-like digital
identity systems in coun-
tries other than India.

The two-page letter was
signed by organisations
such as Internet Freedom
Foundation; the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan;
JNU Students Union; Safai
Karmachari Andolan; and
People’s Union for Civil Li-
berties (PUCL). It was also
endorsed by individuals
such as former Amnesty
International India chair
Aakar Patel, activist Jean
Dréze, and constitutional
law  scholar  Gautam
Bhatia.

The Centre has promot-

SCAN TO PLAY
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13 Much more than full, paramour loses head, almost in nameless

state! (14)

17 Cunning bold liar! Royal Scot linked to crafts and

administrations of works! (14)

21 Path one gets into because life's hollowed (5)

22 Boisterous duet - "Hopes for Alabama" (4,5)

24 Cut fruit! Cut into small cubes! Cut in harmony! (7)

25 An Italian river flowing into a sea between Greece and Anatolia,
cutting Europe at the highest point (7)

26 Bretton Woods institution regularly led by suppression in

industry! (5,4)

27 South African returning a very hot kiss (5)

Down

1 Zee TV's some broadcast about local councils in Russia (8)

2 Left work at England to produce milk (7)

3 Protection carried by distinguished gentlemen (5)

4 Male King, one very softly interrupting your time of atonement

(3,6)

5 Super, limitless and extremely nuanced reverse (5)
6 Epitomes of many without male companions (9)
7 Restriction on movement! So acquires a post-graduate degree!

54 civil society
groups and over 200
individuals criticise
move in open letter

ed digital identity systems
such as Aadhaar around

the world as a key plank of

digital public infrastruc-
ture, a concept that India is
promoting with both poli-
cy support and open
source tools, such as those
provided by the Modular
Open Source Identity Plat-
form (MOSIP). MOSIP,
which was largely deve-
loped by the IIIT Bengalu-
ru, does not use the same
technology as Aadhaar.

Some countries en-
gaged with MOSIP at va-
rious degrees include Mo-
rocco, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Ethiopia, and
Uganda.

SUDOKU

House panel tells govt. not
to approve Eklavya schools
until land is made available

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

With more than one-third
of the sanctioned Eklavya
schools for tribal children
not yet functional, primari-
ly because of land unavail-
ability, a House panel on
Tuesday told the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs not to
sanction new schools until

land has been made
available.
The Parliamentary

Standing Committee on
Social Justice and Empo-
werment on Tuesday ta-
bled a report on the action
taken by the government
on its recommendations
made earlier this year.

In this report, the panel
noted that the unavailabili-
ty of land for construction
is a reason the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry is unable to
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W) Solution to previous puzzle Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

8 Observe itchy men regularly expressing rage (6) PlA[s[T[o[RIMTIAT [L]P] 1 ]P[E I
14 Ao finshed asforeod &) ol wollem-mcmm (42 11867395
e finished as foretold (9) P [RIAN S [ 5] 'sTolo] 859123467

Across 15 Miss having comfort and bit of buying/selling property and o] o] T Ll L= L5 ]
1 Retired Arsenal striker heading out to church for nothing! (5) renting same thereafter! (9) PlAIGIEITIUIRIN[EIR I i [DO[L] 7163594281
& & 16 Abnormal loss of strength like in the afflicted adult (8) [R] K Z 2/176|31118/54\9

4 Oye Brutus! Cunning like some influencers on social media! (9) - - [UIN[ 1 [T[1[s[E[sIMS]A[T]L]O] = L e
R X . - 18 Limited, lacking in hormone and not extremely rare (7) £ S~ 5/18/24/9/6 73

9 Brot.hel keeper coyenng California road in olden days (7) 19 Routine moves within the womb (2,5) T [R] 1 [PU{P BCIH ARM| I [N]G] 1y [ dl LI
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spend a portion of its allo-
cation for Eklavya schools.

It further noted that out
of 722 sanctioned EMRS lo-
cations, only 477 had been
made functional, out of
which 341 were being run
from their own buildings.
In replies to the House pa-
nel, headed by BJP MP P.C.
Mohan, the government
cited the unavailability of
land as a reason for over
130 schools being run from
rented or other govern-
ment buildings.

In a report tabled on
Tuesday, the House panel
said, “The Committee are
therefore of the strong
view that in future the pro-
posal of setting up of EMRS
from State Governments
should be considered by
the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs only when they en-
sure beforehand, the avail-

FAITH

ability of land required for
the purpose.”

The House panel also
looked at the proposed up-
grade of Eklavya Model Re-
sidential Schools (EMRSs)
that were constructed un-
der the older version of the
scheme. The panel recom-
mended that the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry come up
with a timeline for the
completion of this work.

The Parliamentary
Committee, in its report,
also took issue with the go-
vernment’s slow progress
in setting up Tribal Free-
dom Fighters’ Museums
across the country.

The panel had earlier
noted that the government
had inaugurated just three
out of the 10 proposed mu-
seums to honour the con-
tributions of Adivasi free-
dom fighters.

Likes, dislikes and ignorance

We need to give up our desire for those things that are im-
permanent. Not only wealth, but our families too come
under this category. Parents, siblings, spouse, children —
these are connections we have in one birth. When life
ends, who knows where the departed soul will be? It
might take birth anywhere. If a relative acquires atma jna-
na in this janma, then that atma will attain liberation. In
any case, our bonds with our families are not permanent.
But the jnana that we get through the grace of God lasts fo-
rever, said So.So. Meenakshisundaram in a discourse.
Why then do we think in terms of me and mine? While
it is true that even wealth can only come with God’s bless-
ings, we must not ask Him for riches. Arunagirinatha in his
Kandar Anubhuti says he has had the good fortune of re-
ceiving jnana from Muruga Himself, who is the son of God-
dess Parvati, the daughter of Himavan. The moment Mu-
ruga blessed him with jnana, Arunagirinatha was able to
perceive a transformation in himself. He was no longer
bound by attachments of any kind. Tiruvalluvar talks of
three blemishes — kaamam, veguli and mayakkam (likes,
dislikes and ignorance). He says that if you are without
these blemishes, you will not experience sorrow. Thiru-
moolar too talks of these three undesirable traits in his
Thirumantiram. He says that when he had rid himself of
kaamam, veguli and mayakkam, and was searching for
the Truth, he heard the pranava, like the sound of a bell.
When he analysed the pranava, he found the Supreme
Truth in it. In Kandar Anubhuti, Arunagirinatha says Mu-
rugan vanquished the three bad qualities and imparted

jnana to him.
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China to limit access

to Nvidia's H200 chips

Beijing is set to limit access to Nvidia’s advanced
H200 chips despite U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to allow export of technology
to China, the Financial Times reported.
Regulators in Beijing have been discussing ways
to permit limited access to H200, Nvidia’s
second-best generation of Al chips, as per the
report. Such a move would add hurdle to Nvidia
and other top U.S. chipmakers’ ability to address
China market, after Mr. Trump’s announcement
appeared to settle a debate over whether these
firms should keep their global lead by selling AI
chips to China or withhold shipments. reuters

Indian-origin Arkin Gupta

features in Forbes Under-30

Indian-origin Arkin Gupta has made it to the
Forbes list of achievers under the age of 30 for
his significant contributions to financial
innovation and early-stage investment strategies.
Forbes highlighted Mr. Gupta’s pioneering work
in developing data-driven investment
frameworks and his leadership in creating
scalable financial products as key factors behind
his selection in the annual list. “This recognition
reinforces the importance of democratising
access to smarter financial tools,” he said in a
statement. Mr. Gupta is associated with several
high-impact fintech initiatives. em

AvironiX unveils compact,

backpack-size spraying drone

AvironiX Drones, a Chennai-based deep-tech
drone company focused on precision farming
and defence technologies on Monday announced
the launch of its latest agricultural innovation,
the AviSpray-10c, a compact, backpack-sized
spraying drone 53% smaller than the current
generation. According to the company, the drone
is designed to significantly reduce the cost,
operational complexity, and manpower
requirements of drone-based crop spraying in
India. The product was unveiled in the presence
of M. Anand, CGM, NABARD Tamil Nadu.

Most retail investor
money went to fund
promoters in 2025

Growth in demat accounts and IPO issues coincide with each other in

India, signalling a development of Indian retail investor, shows analysis

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

he coinciding in-
crease in demat ac-
counts and compa-

nies listing in the stock
market may be good for
promoters but not so
much for retail investors,
according to an analysis.
The growth in demat ac-
counts and the growth of
IPO issues coincide with
each other in India and this
signals a development in
the Indian retail investor,
according to the How India
Invest Report 2025 by
Groww and Bain and Com-
pany. “Dematerialised ac-
counts grew nearly five
times over the last five
years, because of a post-
pandemic boom in IPOs,”
according to the report.

Likely to rise

This is only expected to in-
crease and can even give
an impetus to 1,000 com-
panies listing in the next

outside Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) in Mumbai. REUTERS

two fiscal years, the auth-
ors wrote. On an average
over subscription from the
retail investor was 30 times
in fiscal 2024, as against 7
times in fiscal 2023 and
just 4 times in fiscal 2022.

While the data establish-
es a retail investor enthu-
siasm, data on IPO struc-
ture suggest that most of
the money went to promo-
ters of the companies that
listed in the market.

About 63% of the issue
size between January and

November 2025 (1.5 lakh
crore) was offer for sale,
based on calculations us-
ing data from Prime Data-
base. This share was 60%
in calendar year 2024.
Industry experts feel
first breadth and depth of
market needs to rise. “It
(rise in use of proceeds for
capex) will come once you
get more people coming to
the market,” said Sid
Swaminathan, MD and
CEO of JioBlackrock Asset
Management Company.

In India, Microsoft to
invest $17.5 billion in
4 years: CEO Nadella

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Microsoft, a Redmond-
based tech giant, has com-
mitted a whopping $17.5
billion, the largest invest-
ment ever in Asia, to help
build the infrastructure,
skills and sovereign capa-
bilities needed for India’s
Al-first future.

This was announced by
company CEO Satya Nadel-
la on X, just after meeting
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi in New Delhi.

Mr. Nadella posted:
“Thank you, PM @naren-
dramodi ji, for an inspiring
conversation on India’s Al
opportunity. To support
the country’s ambitions,
Microsoft is committing
$17.5B, our largest invest-
ment ever in Asia, to help
build the infrastructure,
skills, and sovereign capa-
bilities needed for India’s
Al-first future.”

Commenting on the
meeting, the PM said he
had a “productive discus-
sion” with Mr. Nadella and
“India’s youth would har-
ness the opportunity to in-
novate and leverage the
power of Al for a better
planet.”

Satya Nadella

India stood at a pivotal
moment in its Al journey,
one defined by impact at
scale, determined to lead,
Microsoft said in its own
news post online.

“As  technology be-
comes a catalyst for inclu-
sive growth and economic
transformation, the coun-
try (India) is emerging as a
frontier Al nation.

“Against this backdrop
of bold ambition and accel-
erating innovation, today
we are announcing our lar-
gest investment in Asia —
$17.5 billion over four years
(CY2026 to CY2029) — to
advance the country’s
cloud and artificial intelli-
gence (Al) infrastructure,
skilling and ongoing opera-
tions,” the post said.

v
MARKET WATCH

TUESDAY % CHANGE
Sensex 84,666 -0.51
US Dollar 89.87 0.20
Gold 1,31,600 -0.75
Brent oil 61.95 -1.46

NIFTY 50

PRICE  CHANGE
Adani Enter 2245.20. 29.00
Adani Ports. 1497.20, 16.70
Apollo Hosp. 7091.00. -5.00
Asian Paints. 2796.00...... -132.30
Axis Bank 1275.90, 2.10
Bajaj Auto 8961.00........ -65.00
Bajaj Finserv 2069.50. 10.30
Bajaj Finance 1016.70. -9.70
Bharat Elec 389.45 3.05
Bharti Airtel 2089.70. 3.50
Cipla 1490.60. -7.00
Coal India 379.35. 2.00
Dr Reddys Lab 1246.20, -20.30
Hindustan Unilever 40.20. 0.00
Eicher Motors 7123.00. -19.00
Eternal Ltd. 291.70. 6.45
Grasim Ind 2746.00. 1.80
HCL Tech 1657.60. -31.00
HDFC Bank 997.10. -6.00
HDFC Life 762.90. -1.15
Hindalco 812.90 -6.55
Hind Unilever 2306.50. -7.50

ICICI Bank
IntGlobeAvi
Infosys

1375.20 -14.40
4967.50 44.00
1599.00. -11.80

ITC 401.05. -1.25
Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. 293.20, -4.00
JSW Steel 1107.80 -11.30
Kotak Bank 2127.70. -3.90
L&T. 3997.50. 0.80
M&M 3635.90 -45.80
Maruti Suzuki 16020.00...... -167.00
Max Healthcare 1074.70 -4.70
Nestlelndia 1215.80 1.00
NTPC 319.85. 0.35
ONGC 239.84. 132

264.55 -0.65
1529.40. -13.60
2006.20. -14.50

PowerGrid Corp
Reliance Ind
SBI Life

State Bank 959.35. 2.95
Shriram  Finance

Ltd. 846.70. 12.45
Sun Pharma 1776.00. -20.20
TataConsumerPro-

duct. 1146.70, 0.90
Tata Steel 160.67 -2.80
TCS 3208.30. -28.20
Tech Mahindra 1561.60 -30.20
Titan 3849.00 82.00
Tata Motors PV. 344.70. -3.60
Trent Ltd. 4085.40. -5.10
UltraTech Cement. 11414.00...... -126.00
Wipro 257.41 -3.97

‘Indian firms report
2nd strongest hiring
outlook for Jan.-Mar’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Employers in India project
the second strongest em-
ployment outlook globally
during the January-March
period next year, with the
Net Employment Outlook

(NEO) at 52%, a report by
ManpowerGroup said.

As per the Manpower-
Group Employment Out-
look survey, NEO for first
quarter of 2026 stood at
52%, a rise of 27% over pre-
vious quarter and up 30%
from the year-ago period.

Better DPR planning can help
save upto 17 lakh crore: Vector

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Up to 7 lakh crore across
the National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) can be saved
by India through streng-
thening pre-construction
planning — especially the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) stage — a white pap-
er released by Vector Con-

sulting Group emphasised.

The study cautions that
India’s infrastructure eco-
system is stuck in a pattern
where all stakeholders —
government agencies, DPR
consultants and contrac-
tors — operate with good
intent, yet systemic design
flaws make delays and cost
overruns nearly inevitable.

The white paper, based

on insights from CXOs of 16
major infrastructure com-
panies (each with revenue
of more than 1,000 crore)
and 30 leading DPR con-
sulting companies, finds
most mid-execution dis-
ruptions stem from incom-
plete surveys, outdated ba-
seline data, and
insufficient design valida-
tion during the DPR stage.

Ashok
Leyland rolls
out compact
engine line

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

Hinduja Group flagship
Ashok Leyland unveiled
next-generation compact
engines series at EXCON
2025 with higher perfor-
mance and enhanced effi-
ciency, said a top official.

India well positioned
to build sovereign Al:
AMD’s Zacharia

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

India is rightly positioned
to build its own sovereign
Al, stated Thomas Zacha-
ria, senior vice-president,
Strategic Technology Part-
nerships and Public Policy
at AMD (Advanced Micro
Devices), a Santa Clara-
based tech firm that de-
signs and develops high-
performance computing
and graphics processors.

“Sovereign Al is really
about, determining, the fu-
ture trajectory of how a
country wants to be run.
And to me, I think India is
well positioned to do that.
India has data as a major
asset. And it has the com-
puting infrastructure that
comes as the building
blocks in place,” Mr. Za-
charia told The Hindu in
response to a query on his
views on India’s readiness
for sovereign Al

He was speaking on the
sidelines of the opening
session of Supercomputing
India 2025, a five-day con-
ference on quantum com-
puting, high performance
computing and AL

PPP model

On the importance of
building  public-private
partnership to build digital
public infrastructure and
also super computing, he
said, “So, you want to
create an ecosystem where
everybody is contributing
and therefore you progress
at a pace that is faster than
what anyone individual or

CM
K

Thomas Zacharia

a company.”

India has done remarka-
bly well in terms of build-
ing the digital public infras-
tructure, Mr. Zacharia
commented adding, “India
has defied expectations in
terms of what’s been
accomplished.”

Public good

According to him, the go-
vernment can basically
provide policy for public
good, the government can
provide demand signals,
through both infrastruc-
ture programmes and also
through funding mechan-
isms and both these are
happening in India.

“I think India has the
potential to continue to ad-
vance and become a major
leader in HPC, AI and
quantum computing. And.
everything that I heard to-
day at the Supercomputing
Conference confirms my
belief that India will be a
major player in HPC,” Mr.
Zacharia further said, com-
menting on India’s thrust
on building super comput-
ing capabilities.

‘India must
define its own
development
trajectory’

Amit Bhelari

India must define its own
development trajectory in
a world marked increasing-
ly by fractured alliances
and strategic self-preserva-
tion, Adani Group chair-
man Gautam Adani said on
Tuesday while speaking at
the Indian Institute of
Technology (Indian School
of Mines) Dhanbad.

The institution was cele-
brating 100th Foundation
Day during which Mr. Ada-
ni delivered the keynote
address.

Mr. Adani said that India
must define its own deve-
lopment trajectory in a
world marked increasingly
by fractured alliances and
strategic self-preservation.

He asserted that in the
21st century, true sove-
reignty would depend on a
nation’s command over its
natural resources and
energy systems. Reflecting
on the institute’s origins,
he said IIT (ISM) was born
from a farsighted national
aspiration — an early civili-

sational  understanding
that a country cannot rise
without mastering the

strength beneath its soil.

“Master the resources
below our feet, and master
the energy that fuels our
rise — these are the twin
pillars of India’s economic
independence,” he said.

Warning against “narra-
tive colonisation,” Mr. Ada-
ni said countries historical-
ly responsible for
emissions now attempt to
steer how developing na-
tions pursue growth.

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS : TIRUPATI
HEALTH OFFICE, TTD, TIRUMALA I YT TN R T T (T

Health Office, TTD, Tirumala is inviting online bids from the suppliers / manufacturing firms
for supply of Insecticides ltems consisting 7 items. For further details see online e-tender|
document through below mentioned portal for the year 2025-26. Date of upload of Tender|
document 11/12/2025 and last date for submission of Tender document 18/12/2025. For
tender document log on to the website http://www.tirumala.org and
http://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in. For further details contact Phone Nos:0877-2263686 &
9866132451 and mail ID:ttdhealthoffice@gmail.com during office working hours.

TTD-40021/10/2025-PRO SEC(Adv.No.315) Dated: 09.12.2025 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

&l INDIANOIL LNG PRIVATE LIMITED
LLIELIC IR (A JV company of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd)

REGD OFFICE: Level 8, Indian Oil Bhavan,
139, Nungambakkam High Road, Nungambakkam,
Chennai - 600 034, TN: Web: https://indianoillng.com

Government of Karnataka

KARNATAKA GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
MS Building, Dr. B R Ambedkar Veedhi Bengaluru-560001

No: RD/383/RMF/2025 Dated: 08.12.2025

Notification regarding engagement of Technical
Staffs/Modelers for the KWSRP- KSNDMC
Subject: Advertisement for details in engaging various Technical
Consultants/Staffs/Modelers for the proposed Team Urban Flood
Modelling for Water Management & Planning for Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC) under Karnataka
Water Security and Resilience Program (KWSRP) established in
Revenue Department (DM) for implementation of World Bank

funded Project. Timeline of Project Contract 2 Years.

The World Bank-funded Karnataka Water Security and Resilience
Program (KWSRP) is being implemented across the State. The
overarching objective of the Program is to enhance disaster resilience
through a combination of structural and non-structural measures. The
initiative seeks to develop climate-resilient infrastructure to mitigate
the impacts of floods and droughts, while also strengthening disaster
risk governance and resilience mechanisms.

The Revenue Department (Disaster Management) Government of
Karnataka, invites applications from qualified and experienced
professionals for the following positions:

I. Chief Urban Town Planner/ Environmental Planner (1 position)

ii. Chief Urban Designer (1 position)

iii. Chief Hydrological Modeller (1 position)

iv. Lead Hydrological Modeller (4 positions)

v. Hydrological Modeller / DataAnalyst (7 positions)

The detailed terms of reference, eligibility criteria, and other
conditions for engagement of the above positions are available in
the Terms of Reference (ToR) and may be seen on the KSNDMC,
website: https://lwww.ksndmc.org/default.aspx.

Note: a) Applications, along with the relevant supporting
documents, should be submitted by email to jsrdssp@gmail.com,
latest by 22.12.2025.

b) Incomplete applications will not be considered. The Revenue
Department (Disaster Management) reserves the right to reject
any application without assigning a reason.

¢) The qualified candidates will be shortlisted and called for
interview for final selection. For any queries, contact -
The Joint Secretary, Revenue Department (KAT, SSP and PP).
Ph: 080-22032010.

Sd/- (G. Venkatesh)
Joint Secretary to Government,

DIPR/CP/4307/SSC/2025-26 Revenue Department (KAT, SSP & PP)

EOI No: IOLPL/2025-26/PT-02/Polymer Compounding

IOLPL invites bids from interested parties for partnering to set up
POLYMER COMPOUNDING Unit in India through a Joint Venture Model.

Bid documents can be downloaded from our website from 10-12-2025
10.a.m onwards and Last date for submission of bid is 30-12-2025

5.p.m (both days inclusive).

Any Addendum / Corrigendum shall be issued on our website only and no
separate notification shall be issued in the press. Bidders are therefore
requested to regularly visit our website to keep themselves updated.

For clarifications, please mail to ennorelng@indianoillng.in

Date: 10.12.2025

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY
Yelahanka, Bengaluru-560064
Telephone: 080-28072761/63
E-Auction Notice No. RWF/GSD/WD-30/
2025-2026/04 Dated: 08.12.2025

On behalf of the President of India, Principal
Chief Material Manager invites E-Auction for
the sale of scrap items (Ferrous/Non-
Ferrous/Miscellaneous and Others), online
through the website www.ireps.gov.in,

E-Auction dates : 08/01/2026, 20/01/2026
30/01/2026, 10/02/2026, 24/02/2026,
06/03/2026, 17/03/2026 and 25/03/2026.

The quantity indicated in the e-auction
catalogue is only approximate, E-auction
catalogue can be viewed on our website
www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in or
www.ireps.gov.in, before 7 days (Seven
days) from the date of E-auction.

Dy. CMM / Depot

o

Scan QR code or visit

bit.ly/Rewind2024TriviaQuiz
take the quiz. Top 3 winners*

every day win gift vouchers.

4uni

2. Which band brought its 'Music of the Spheres' world
tour to Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium in January 2025,
drawing huge crowds despite reports of chaotic
management?

3. Between September 21-27, 2025, which messaging
app saw its downloads surge 185x in India following a
government ‘Swadeshi tech’ push?

Yesterday's Winners:

» HINDU

<REWIN

TRLVIA Ul

1. Which retired soccer star and UNICEF Goodwill
Ambassador visited a girls’ residential school in
Visakhapatnam in November 2025 to observe
Project-Based Learning (PBL)?

g b
THE HINDU GROUP

*T&C apply.

Answer to yesterday’s quiz:
1. South Africa

2. Indonesia

3. Coffee Board of India

1. Juhiwanki Pala, Shillong | 2. Namit Khurana, New Delhi | 3. Sadik Bilakhia, Mumbai

A ND-NDE
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IMF okays $1.2 bn for Pakistan from

NEW YORK

U.S. judge orders the release of

bailout, citing economic progress

REUTERS

The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday approved the release
of $1.2 billion to Pakistan, giving the cash-strapped country a fresh
boost as it works to recover from one of its worst economic crises in
years. In a statement, the IMF said Pakistan has made “significant
progress” in stabilising the economy. Ap

Ghislaine Maxwell probe records

JAKARTA

At least 22 people killed in office

building fire in Indonesia’s capital

THE HAGUE

ICC sentences Sudanese militia

leader to 20 years imprisonment

_

GETTY IMAGES VIA AFP

A U.S. federal judge agreed on Tuesday to unseal grand jury records
from the probe of Ghislaine Maxwell, accomplice of convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein. Judge Paul Engelmayer cited a Bill
President Donald Trump signed last month requiring that all
records regarding Epstein be released by December 19. AFP

Afire ripped through an office building in Indonesia’s capital,
Jakarta, on Tuesday, killing at least 22 people, including a pregnant
woman, police said. The fire, which broke out around midday, is
believed to have started on the first floor of the building. The cause
of the fire is still under investigation. Ap

ly |

AFP

Judges at the International Criminal Court sentenced 76-year-old Ali
Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman, a leader of the feared Sudanese
Janjaweed militia, to 20 years imprisonment on Tuesday for war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in the catastrophic
conflict in Darfur more than two decades ago. AP

S. Korea sends
fighters after
Russian planes
approach

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

South Korea said it had
sent up fighter jets on
Tuesday after seven Rus-
sian and two Chinese mili-
tary aircraft entered its air
defence zone.

The Russian and Chi-
nese aircraft entered the
Korea Air Defence Identifi-
cation Zone (KADIZ)
around 10 a.m. local time,
Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
said in a statement. None
of the planes violated
South Korean airspace,
they added.

Seoul said it deployed
“fighter jets to take tactical
measures in preparation
for any contingencies” in
response. The planes flew
in and out of the zone for
an hour before leaving, the
military said.

Cambodia vows fierce fight
as Thailand crisis worsens

Violence has left multiple casualties on both sides; while Cambodia reported seven civilian deaths,

Thailand claimed that three of its soldiers were killed; the combat follows a Sunday skirmish

Associated Press
SURIN

ambodia’s powerful
C Senate  President

Hun Sen on Tues-
day vowed a fierce fight
against Thailand as a se-
cond day of widespread re-
newed combat between
the Southeast Asian neigh-
bors drove tens of thou-
sands of people to flee bor-
der areas.

Fighting broke out fol-
lowing a skirmish on Sun-
day during which two Thai
soldiers were injured, de-
railing a ceasefire that end-
ed fighting over competing
territorial claims in July.
The five days of fighting
then left dozens dead on

Fleeing for life: Evacuated Thai residents gather at a temporary

b X

shelter following clashes along the Thailand-Cambodia border. AFp

both sides, and forced the
evacuation of over one
lakh civilians.

Thai Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul said
on Tuesday that Cambodia

had not yet contacted Thai-
land about possible nego-
tiations and the fighting
would continue.

“We’ve got to do what
we’ve got to do,” he said.

“The government will sup-
port all kinds of military
operations as planned ear-
lier” He said on Monday
that military action was ne-
cessary to safeguard the
nation’s sovereignty and
ensure public safety.

In a statement posted to
Facebook and Telegram,
Hun Sen claimed that his
country had refrained
from retaliating on Mon-
day, but overnight began to
fire back at Thai forces.

Cambodia’s military an-
nounced on Tuesday that
the new fighting had killed
seven civilians and wound-
ed 20.

A Thai military spokes-
person said that three sol-
diers have been killed.

Zelenskyy firmly refuses to
cede any territory to Russia

Associated Press
ROME

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy has reaf-
fimed his firm refusal to
cede any territory, resist-
ing U.S. pressure for a pain-
ful compromise with Rus-
sia as he continued to rally

European support for
Ukraine.
“Undoubtedly, Russia

insists for us to give up ter-
ritories. We, clearly, don’t
want to give up anything.
That’s what we are fighting
for,” Mr. Zelenskyy said in a
WhatsApp chat late Mon-
day in which he answered
reporters’ questions.

“Do we consider ceding
any territories? According
to the law we don’t have
such right. According to
Ukraine’s law, our Consti-
tution, international law,
and to be frank, we don’t

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

have a moral right either.”

In an interview with Pol-
itico released on Tuesday,
U.S. President Donald
Trump again pressed Mr.
Zelenskyy to accept the
U.S. proposal that Ukraine
cede territory to Vladimir
Putin, arguing that Russia
retains the “upper hand”
and that Mr. Zelenskyy’s
government must “play
ball”.

On Monday, Mr. Zelen-
skyy held talks in London

with British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz to streng-
then Ukraine’s hand amid
mounting impatience from
Mr. Trump.

Sticking point

U.S. and Ukrainian negotia-
tors completed three days
of talks on Saturday aimed
at trying to narrow diffe-
rences on the United States
administration’s peace
proposal.

A major sticking point in
the plan is the suggestion
that Kyiv must cede control
of the Donbas region of
eastern Ukraine to Russia,
which illegally occupies
most but not all of the terri-
tory. Ukraine and its Euro-
pean allies have firmly re-
sisted the idea of handing
over land.

Cyclone impact sparks fresh calls in
Sri Lanka to recast IMF agreement

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

As Sri Lanka reels from Cy-
clone Ditwah’s devasta-
tion, calls to revisit the on-
going International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
gramme, which critics say
imposes punishing austeri-
ty, are growing louder.

At least 638 people died
— 191 remain missing — and
millions were affected by
torrential rains, unprece-
dented flooding, and mul-
tiple landslides that bat-
tered Sri Lanka late
November. The climate dis-
aster, one of the worst the
country has witnessed, has
dealt a sharp blow to the is-
land’s tentative recovery,
three years after it de-
clared bankruptcy amid a
financial meltdown.

Last week, Opposition
Leader Sajith Premadasa
urged the Anura Kumara
Dissanayake government
to renegotiate the IMF deal
in the wake of the climate
catastrophe, calling for im-
mediate talks with the
Fund to suspend or amend
conditions that aggravate
the people’s hardships.

A UNDP study in 2022-
23 found that the crushing
economic crisis in 2022
had left over half of the is-
land’s population “multidi-
mensionally vulnerable”.
Although Sri Lanka has
since achieved relative fis-
cal stability, the condition
of the country’s poor — hit
hardest by IMF-prescribed
spending cuts - has
worsened.

In the wake of the re-
cent natural disaster, over
70 civil society groups and
activists across Sri Lanka
have called for renegotia-
tion of the IMF deal, debt,
and climate justice. “While
a majority of people are
reeling under austerity
measures, including re-
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communities in Sri Lanka on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gressive tax hikes, subsidy
cuts, and inadequate social
security measures, the Go-
vernment of Sri Lanka has
become a prisoner of the
ongoing Extended Fund
Facility programme of the
IMF,” said their statement,
issued on December 8,
2025.

‘Urgent revision’

“The IMF controlling go-
vernment spending not on-
ly restricts the ability of the
government to respond to
the ongoing humanitarian
crisis, but severely im-
pedes investment in infras-
tructure, recuperating live-
lihoods, and adapting to
further climate change im-
pacts,” they contended,
demanding an “urgent re-
vision” of Sri Lanka’s debt
restructuring agreement, a
“massive” debt reduction,
a halt on subsidy removals,
and an immediate stand-
still on current and future
debt servicing for the
country’s recovery.

In 2026, the govern-
ment must service debt to-
talling over $2 billion,
while it tries to lift the
country out of the deluge,
whose full impact is yet to
be ascertained. Some de-
velopment experts have
observed that recovery
might prove harder than
after the Indian Ocean tsu-
nami of 2004.

Recognising the chal-
lenge, President Dissa-
nayake told Newsweek ma-
gazine in an interview
published on December 8:
“Initial estimates indicate
that the damage may well
be beyond any natural dis-
aster that our island has
endured. So we will have to
service debt while simulta-
neously rebuilding from
climate disasters. This is
why debt sustainability fra-
meworks for climate-vul-
nerable countries must
change.”

Weighing in on Sri Lan-
ka’s predicament, former
President of the Maldives
Mohamed Nasheed recent-
ly noted that the climate
calamity makes it “impos-
sible” for Sri Lanka to stay
aligned with the IMF pro-
gramme. “When Sri Lanka
faced its financial crisis in
2022, the IMF approved a
four-year Extended Fund
Facility after months of ne-
gotiation. Yet the Debt Sus-
tainability Analysis (DSA)
failed to account for cli-
mate shocks,” he said in a
social media post, as the
cyclone’s impact began un-
folding.

Not just Sri Lanka, but
several climate-vulnerable,
debt-distressed countries
are in a similar plight. The
Climate Vulnerable Forum
— an international alliance
of over 70 highly climate-

vulnerable countries — has
long called for reforming
the DSA to properly value
resilience investments and
natural capital, and for a
reformed G20 Common
Framework that includes
automatic debt standstills
in response to climate
shocks, said Mr. Nasheed,
who is also the Secretary-
General of the Forum.

Emergency financing
However, there are no
signs yet that the Sri Lan-
kan government may veer
away from the IMF pro-
gramme. In fact, the go-
vernment has sought a
$200 million Rapid Financ-
ing Instrument from the
Fund. An IMF spokesman
confirmed that Sri Lanka’s
request for emergency fi-
nancing will take prece-
dence over the scheduled
fifth review of the ongoing
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF).

Meanwhile, activists
have demanded that the
government urgently

prioritise equitable relief,
focusing on economically
and socially marginalised
communities most affected
by the disaster. “The high-
est [number of] casualties
were reported from Badul-
la, Kandy, Kegalle, Matale,
and Nuwara Eliya districts
— areas especially prone to
landslides and home to al-
ready marginalised and
vulnerable working-class
tea plantation workers,”
the Feminist Collective for
Economic Justice, a net-
work of feminist activists
across Sri Lanka, said in a
statement. Demanding un-
iversal social protection
schemes, the Collective
called for urgent negotia-
tions with the IMF and oth-
er creditors “to cancel debt
repayment and reverse
austerity policies in this
crisis context.”
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GOING FOR IT

The wicket had a bit of spice and
I had to be a bit gutsy, says Hardik

UP, UP AND AWAY!
Hardik is fourth Indian batter to

IN ELITE CLUB
Bumrah first Indian to complete a

MIXED FORTUNES
Hazlewood & Wood out of Ashes;

reach the 100 sixes mark in T20Is

century of wickets in all formats

Cummins set to return in Adelaide

PTI

A

I had to back my shots. The wicket had a bit of spice and | had to be
a bit gutsy. It was more about timing the ball. | was very satisfied
with the way | was batting. The last 50 days, being away from loved
ones, being at NCA, making sure all things were covered... it feels

Hardik Pandya became the fourth Indian batter to clear the
hundred-sixes mark. The milestone came during the first T20I
against South Africa in Cuttack, where Hardik produced a
match-changing knock. The all-rounder joins Rohit Sharma (205),

AFP
A

Jasprit Bumrah joined the elite list of bowlers who have completed
100 wickets in all three formats at the international level. Bumrah
achieved the milestone when he dismissed Dewald Brevis in
Cuttack. Bumrah (101 wickets in 81 games) is the second Indian
after Arshdeep Singh (107 in 69) to scalp 100 in the shortest format.

FILE PHOTO

Injured Australia pacer Josh Hazlewood, in pic., will miss the whole
of the Ashes series. Meanwhile, Pat Cummins looks certain to return
as captain in next week’s third Test in Adelaide. England fast bowler
Mark Wood will play no further part in the series and is set to fly

good when you see the results come — Hardik Pandya.

Suryakumar Yadav (155) and Virat Kohli (124) in the list.

back home. He will be replaced by Matthew Fisher.

Hardik returns in style as India crushes South Africa

The all-rounder’s unbeaten 28-ball 59 takes the home team to 175; the Proteas lose the plot in the chase and slump to their lowest total in T20Is; Arshdeep, Bumrah, Varun and Axar claim two each
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Impact player: Hardik’s whirlwind knock gave the much-needed momentum to the Indian innings. Ap

SA IN INDIA

Anirudh Velamuri
CUTTACK

ardik  Pandya’s
l—l splendid effort left
both the analysts

and fans wondering if he
overcame difficult condi-
tions or made the most of a
surface which got better.
The proof was in the Pro-
tean pudding, with them
succumbing to a 101-run
defeat in the first T20I at
the Barabati Stadium here
on Tuesday.

South Africa’s collapse
put extra shine on come-
back man Hardik’s half-
century, the all-rounder
helping India recover from
a spot of bother to set a 176-
run target.

The visitor was even-
tually bundled out for 74 in
12.3 overs, its lowest total
in the format.

Arshdeep Singh made
early inroads with the new
ball, his wide outswinger
drawing an edge off Quin-
ton de Kock. Abhishek
Sharma made no mistake
at second slip.

An inside edge was Tris-
tan Stubbs’ undoing, Arsh-
deep deceiving him with
the wobble seam and Jitesh
Sharma taking a low catch
— a well-taken review send-
ing Stubbs on the long
walk back.

The introduction of spin
further piled misery on the
visitor, Axar Patel knock-
ing back Aiden Markram’s
leg stump and ramping up

Castled: Markram has no clue to this one from Axar. AFP

the decibel levels. After
that, it was a procession to
the pavilion, David Miller
and Donovan Ferreira fall-
ing in consecutive overs to
leave South Africa five
wickets down for just 50
runs.

A googly from Varun
Chakaravarthy then ended
Marco Jansen’s time in the
middle while Jasprit Bum-
rah sent the dangerous De-
wald Brevis and Keshav
Maharaj back, crossing the
100-wicket milestone in
T20Is in the process, as In-
dia cleaned up the lower-
order to wrap up a com-
prehensive win.

Earlier, Jansen proved to
be a troublesome firewall
for India as the Proteas put
the host under the pump
to clinch early momentum.

Lungi Ngidi made the
most of the pace-friendly
red soil pitch, sending back
Shubman Gill and captain
Suryakumar Yadav.

Abhishek and Tilak Var-
ma understandably dialled
down cautiously.

The former tried to swi-
vel the ball fine for four,
but Jansen covered 11 me-
ters in just five strides to
take a brilliant catch off
Lutho Sipamla’s bowling to
leave Abhishek and the In-

SCOREBOARD
v
INDIA

Abhishek Sharma ¢ Jansen b
Sipamla 17 (12b, 2x4, 1x6),
Shubman Gill ¢ Jansen b Ngidi 4
(2b, 1x4), Suryakumar Yadav ¢
Markram b Ngidi 12 (11b, 1x4,
1x6), Tilak Varma c Jansen b
Ngidi 26 (32b, 2x4, 1x6), Axar
Patel c Ferreira b Sipamla 23
(21b, 1x6), Hardik Pandya (not
out) 59 (28b, 6x4, 4x6), Shivam
Dube b Ferreira 11 (9b, 2x4),
Jitesh Sharma (not out) 10 (5b,
1x6); Extras (b-4, w-9): 13; Total
(for six wkts. in 20 overs): 175.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-5(Gill, 0.3 overs), 2-17
(Suryakumar, 2.4), 3-48
(Abhishek, 6.3), 4-78 (Tilak, 11.4),
5-104 (Axar, 13.6), 6-137 (Dube,
17.1).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Ngidi 4-0-31-3, Jansen 4-0-23-0,
Sipamla 4-0-38-2, Nortje 4-0-41-0,
Maharaj 2-0-25-0, Ferreira
2-0-13-1.

SOUTH AFRICA
Quinton de Kock c Abhishek b
Arshdeep 0 (2b), Aiden Markram
b Axar 14 (14b, 1x4, 1x6), Tristan

dian faithful picking their
jaws off the floor.

With three wickets gone
and the temperature drop-
ping to 19°C, the partisan
crowd needed something
special to warm up to the
fixture again, and Tilak du-
ly obliged.

He picked a slower deliv-
ery from Anrich Nortje and
walloped it over deep
square leg, the ball sailing
out of the stadium and into
the night sky.

Just when India looked
to be building momentum,
Jansen slammed the
brakes, sending back Tilak
with an excellent catch at

Stubbs c Jitesh b Arshdeep 14
(9b, 2x4), Dewald Brevis ¢
Suryakumar b Bumrah 22 (14b,
3x4, 1x6), David Miller c Jitesh b
Hardik 1 (3b), Donovan Ferreira ¢
Jitesh b Varun 5 (7b, 1x4), Marco
Jansen b Varun 12 (12b, 2x6),
Keshav Maharaj c Jitesh b
Bumrah 0 (2b), Anrich Nortje b
Axar 1 (3b), Lutho Sipamla c
Abhishek b Dube 2 (5b), Lungi
Ngidi (not out) 2 (4b); Extras
(w-1): 1; Total (in 12.3 overs): 74.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-0 (de Kock, 0.2), 2-16 (Stubbs,
2.3), 3-40 (Markram, 5.1), 4-45
(Miller, 6.1), 5-50 (Ferreira, 7.2),
6-68 (Jansen, 9.5), 7-68 (Brevis,
10.2), 8-70 (Maharaj, 10.5), 9-72
(Nortje, 11.2).

INDIA BOWLING
Arshdeep 2-0-14-2, Bumrah
3-0-17-2, Varun 3-1-19-2, Axar
2-0-7-2, Hardik 2-0-16-1, Dube
0.3-0-1-1.

Toss: South Africa; PoM: Hardik.
India won by 101 runs to lead
five-match series 1-0.

Second T20l: December 11,
New Chandigarh, 7 p.m.

deep fine leg, backtracking
and plucking the ball, just
inches away from the
ropes.

Pressure brings the best
out of Hardik and India
looked to him once more.
He smacked two sixes off
Maharaj to increase the
run rate and ease frayed
nerves. After losing Axar
and Shivam Dube, Hardik
and Jitesh drew 18 runs
from the penultimate over.

Hardik’s 100th career
T20I six brought up his
half-century, off just 25
balls, a quintessentially re-
silient blitz that set India
up for a thumping win.

Sarfaraz,

Shaw

in the first set

IPL AUCTION

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Sarfaraz Khan and Prithvi
Shaw, who went unsold in
last year’s auction, have
been named in the open-
ing set of players for the In-
dian Premier League (IPL)
auction ahead of the 2026
edition. The auction is
scheduled to take place in
Abu Dhabi on December
16.

Going unsold
Sarfaraz found no bidders
last IPL while Shaw,

dropped by Mumbai mid-
way through the previous
domestic season before be-
ing passed over by the fran-
chises, has since moved to
Maharashtra.

The shift has worked for
Shaw as he has redisco-
vered consistency with the
bat and displayed noticea-
ble improvement in his
fitness.

Both Sarfaraz and Shaw
now feature in the first set
of capped batters with a
base price of 75 lakh.
They are grouped with De-
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von Conway, Jake Fraser-
McGurk, Cameron Green,
and David Miller — each
carrying a base price of T2
crore.

Notably, Green - the
Australian all-rounder -
has been listed only as a
batter for the auction.

Final list

The final auction list was
released by the IPL author-
ities on Tuesday morning,
just a week before the auc-
tion.

The pool features 350
players — 240 Indians and
110 overseas cricketers —
with a maximum of 77 slots
available.

The second set includes
Venkatesh Iyer (base price
%2 crore) — the high-priced
all-rounder released by
Kolkata Knight Riders —
along with Deepak Hooda
(75 lakh) and five high-
profile overseas
all-rounders.

Of the 350 names, 40
have opted for the highest
base price bracket of 32
crore while 227 uncapped
domestic players have

fixed their base price at
30 lakh - the lowest
among the eight brackets.

SNAPSHOTS

India and Hong Kong
begin with facile wins
CHENNAL: Second seed
India opened its campaign
with a comprehensive 4-0
win over debutant
Switzerland in the World
Cup squash at the Express
Avenue Mall here on
Tuesday.

The results: Pool A: Hong Kong
bt Korea 4-0 (Henry Leung bt
Youngjo Ko 7-3, 3-7, 7-6, 7-2;
Tomato Ho bt Eum Hwayeong
7-3,7-6, 7-5; Tsz Kwan Lau bt
Jeongmin Ryu 7-2, 7-5, 7-2; Ka il
Lee bt Song Chaewon 7-3, 5-7,
7-5,7-2;

Pool B: India bt Switzerland
4-0 (Velavan Senthilkumar bt
Robin Gadola 7-6, 7-6, 7-5;
Anahat Singh bt Celine Walser
7-1,7-4,7-2; Abhay Singh bt Loual
Hafez 7-0, 7-5, 7-3; Joshna
Chinappa bt Stella Kaufmann 7-1,
5-7,7-2,7-0).

Pool D: Japan bt Iran 4-0
(Tomotako Endo bt Pouya
Shafiefard 7-3, 7-1, 7-0; Satomi
Watanabe bt Fereshteh Eghtedari
7-4,3-7,3-7,7-4,7-1; Ryunosuke
Tsukue bt Sepehr Etemarpour
7-2,7-2, 7-0; Akari Midorikawa bt
Fatemeh Falahati 4-7, 7-3,7-3,
7-2).

Kamalini, Vaishnavi get
maiden India call-up

G. Kamalini and Vaishnavi
Sharma on Tuesday got
their maiden call-ups to
the India women’s team
for the upcoming
five-match T20I series

Easily done: Anahat dispatched Walser in straight games. R. RAGU

against Sri Lanka at home.
While 17-year-old
wicketkeeper-batter
Kamalini has featured in
nine matches for the
Mumbai Indians in
Women’s Premier League,
Vaishnavi, 19, was not
drafted into the WPL
auctions.

Kamalini and Vaishnavi
came in place of Radha
Yadav and Uma Chhetri.
The squad: Harmanpreet Kaur
(Capt.), Smriti Mandhana
(Vice-capt.), Deepti Sharma, Sneh
Rana, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Shafali Verma, Harleen Deol,
Amanjot Kaur, Arundhati Reddy,
Kranti Gaud, Renuka Singh
Thakur, Richa Ghosh (wk), G.
Kamalini (wk), Sree Charani, and
Vaishnavi Sharma.

The schedule: Dec 21 and 23

(both at Visakhapatnam); Dec 26,
28 and 30 (all three at
Thiruvananthapuram).

India gets the better of
Uruguay in shootout
SANTIAGO: Goalkeeper
Nidhi thwarted two
attempts as India edged
Uruguay 3-1in the
shootout after the teams
were tied 1-1 at regulation
time in the FIH Junior
Women’s World Cup here
on Tuesday.

India was on course for
victory, thanks to
Manisha’s 19th-minute
effort, before a penalty
stroke conversion by
Justina Arregui five
seconds from the end
forced the shootout.

A well-earned spot in the
Candidates for Pragg

CHESS

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Of India’s unusually large
number of disappoint-
ments at the recent Chess
World Cup in Goa, R.
Praggnanandhaa was the
biggest. The third seed was
knocked out in the fourth
round by Russia’s Daniil
Dubov.

Praggnanandhaa had
contested the final in the
last World Cup, and was on
the cusp of qualifying for
the Candidates tourna-
ment through the FIDE Cir-
cuit. His early exit was a
double blow — a top three
finish at the World Cup
would have also ensured
his ticket for Cyprus,
which will host the Candi-
dates in March-April next
year.

The poor show at Arpo-
ra meant the 20-year-old
could no longer quite take
the FIDE Circuit for grant-
ed. So he chose to play at
the London Chess Classic,
and went on to share the
top prize in the Open sec-
tion of the tournament.
That would prove enough
for him to win the Circuit;
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All to play for: If Praggnanandhaa wins the Candidates, he will
take on defending champion Gukesh for the World title. FILE PHOTO

his nearest rival, Uzbekis-
tan’s Nodirbek Abdusatto-
rov, who shared the top
prize in London Classic’s
Elite tournament with a
round to spare, now could
not catch up with him,
even if he were to repro-
duce that kind of form at
the World Rapid and Blitz
championship in Doha late
this month.

So Praggnanandhaa has
kept alive hopes of an all-
India — or an all-Chennai —
fight for the next World
championship. If he wins
the Candidates, he will
take on the defending
champion D. Gukesh in the
World title match.

To win the Candidates
will not be easy, of course.
The tournament features

some of the strongest
players, including the
World No. 2 and No. 3 from
the USA, Hikaru Nakamura
and Fabiano Caruana, No.
8 Anish Giri of the Nether-
lands and China’s Wei Yi,
No. 9. Jovakhir Sindarov
(Uzbekistan), Andrey Esi-
penko (Russia) and Mat-
thias Bluebaum complete
the line-up for the double
round-robin league of
eight men.

Some of them may be
stronger than him, but
they all know Praggna-
nandhaa is a tough cus-
tomer.

His next tournament is
the Global Chess League in
Mumbai, starting on De-
cember 14. He is playing
for Alpine SG Pipers.
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INBRIEF

TN bags ‘Best State Promoting

Sports Development’ honour

Tamil Nadu was on Tuesday named ‘Best State
Promoting Sports Development’ at the CII Sports
Business Awards in Chennai. Haryana Steelers,
KIIT, Shiv Naresh, and Manoj Badale were among
the winners of the ceremony that recognised
excellence, innovation, and leadership across
India’s sports industry. Convened in
collaboration with the Sports Ministry, the
conference brought together leading voices from
the government, industry stakeholders, sports
federations, technology innovators, and athlete

support organisations.

Dembele, Chevalier to miss

PSG’s match against Bilbao

Ousmane Dembele and goalkeeper Lucas
Chevalier will miss Paris Saint-Germain’s trip to
Athletic Bilbao in the Champions League on
Wednesday. PSG said Dembele is sick while
Chevalier is still recovering from ankle injury.

Delhi gets past Karnataka,

in u-23 women’s T20 final

P. Saloni’s unbeaten 51 went in vain as Karnataka
lost to Delhi by 10 runs in the semifinals of the
BCCI under-23 Women’s T20 Trophy in

Ahmedabad on Tuesday.

The scores: Semifinal: Delhi 143/8 in 20 overs bt Karnataka

133in 19.3 overs (P. Saloni 51 n.o.).

Sesa FA qualifies for the

Indian Women’s League

Sesa FA’s senior women’s team qualified for the
Indian Women’s League for the first time. It will
now vie among India’s elite in the ninth edition,
scheduled in Bengal from Dec. 20 to Jan. 6, 2026.

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE SCHEDULE

v

Villarreal vs. FC Copenhagen; Qarabag FK vs. Ajax (both
matches at 11.15 p.m. on Wednesday).

Dortmund vs. FK Bodg/Glimt; Leverkusen vs. Newcastle
United; Benfica vs. Napoli; Juventus vs. Pafos; Club Brugge vs.
Arsenal; Athletic Bilbao vs. Paris Saint-Germain; Real Madrid
vs. Manchester City (all matches at 1.30 a.m. on Thursday).

LIVE TELECAST

v

Hockey: Junior World Cup, SS Select 1 & JioHotstar, 12.30, 3,

India vs Argentina, 5.30 & 8 p.m.

Tennis Premier League: Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 4.30 p.m..
Champions League: Sony Sports Ten 2, 3 & LIV, 11.15 p.m. &

1.30 a.m. (Thursday).

West Indies vs New Zealand: 2nd Test, day 2, Sony Sports

Ten 5 & LIV, 3.30 a.m. (Thursday).

Germany primed to extend its reign

The defending champion, which has been excellent both in attack and defence and efficient with its penalty corner conversions, would

be quite a handful for a Spanish outfit that has shown tactical adaptability rather than relying on a one-dimensional approach

HOCKEY

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

ermany has been
nothing short of a
force of nature at

the FIH junior men’s hock-
ey World Cup. Unrelenting
in attack, rock-solid in de-
fence, and efficient — if not
exceptional — in penalty-
corner conversions, the
defending champion has
looked a class apart.

In contrast, Spain, it’s
opponent in Wednesday’s
final, has appeared less
convincing across these
departments. It doesn’t
take a Nostradamus to see
Germany, the seven-time
champion, as the favourite
when the two European
sides clash.

Yet Spain, appearing in
its maiden final after
bronze-medal finishes in
2005 and 2023, has shown
tactical adaptability, mix-
ing open play attacks with

set-piece  opportunities
rather than relying on an
one-dimensional ap-
proach.

Head coach Oriol Puig
Torras acknowledged the
challenge. “Germany, for
me, is the best team in the
tournament. It’s a very
good side with structure.
But it’s only one match — a
final. We need to come out
with our best version,” he
said.

Frailties

Spain’s defensive frailties
were exposed in the quar-
terfinal against New Zea-
land, when a 3-0 lead was
nearly erased before Bru-
no Avila’s late penalty-cor-
ner winner. The semifinal
against Argentina was
tighter, with Albert Serra-
hima scoring the decisive
goal. Spain did not domi-
nate but controlled the key
moments.

Germany has mostly
pressed high, forced tur-
novers, and created re-
peated circle entries, cul-

minating in the demolition
of India in the semifinals.
Against France, it strug-
gled in defence, but came
back strongly to win thus
showing its mental forti-
tude. Mirko Stenzel and Jo-
hannes Schmitz, Germa-
ny’s co-coaches, said one
of the team’s biggest
strengths is it doesn’t look
back.

“It’s a different World
Cup campaign this time
with different players. We
don’t look back. The full fo-
cus in every game is so
huge and I think it’s the
biggest difference between
us and other teams,” they
said.

On taking on Spain,
Stenzel said: “We’ve
played them twice in this
summer in Berlin and we
saw what their qualities
were. For us, it’s no sur-
prise that they are in the fi-
nal now,” he said.

India, meanwhile, will
look to salvage its pride
when it plays Argentina for
the bronze medal.

Bonding well: Germany has thrived, thanks to great cohesion as a team. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Despite structural challenges,
gritty Spain eyes maiden title

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Almost every second child
in Terrassa, situated in the
autonomous region of Ca-
talonia in northeastern
Spain, plays hockey in
school with utmost pas-
sion. It is that popular.

Terrassa is home to
nearly 10 hockey clubs, the
most prominent being
Club Egara, Atlétic Terras-
sa, and CD Terrassa
Hockey.

Speaking on the sport’s
deep-rooted popularity,
Spain’s head coach, Oriol
Puig Torras, during the on-
going FIH Junior Men’s
hockey World Cup, said:
“Terrassa is 20 minutes by
car from Barcelona. When
you walk on the streets in
Terrassa, you can see chil-
dren with a stick in their
hand inside the bus. And
almost always it’s hockey.”

Despite a hockey culture
that spans more than a
century, Spain has strug-
gled to convert this popu-
larity into global success.
Puig attributed the lack of

Key aspect: Spain coach Puig feels emotions will play a crucial role in the summit clash. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

consistency to Spain’s
hockey ecosystem which
remains constrained by
finances.

“It’s difficult because in
our country, the budget for
hockey is limited, as it is
not a fully professional
sport. It’s not a hobby eith-
er, but it’s more than a
hobby. I'd call it semi-pro-
fessional because players
don’t earn a salary playing
the sport. Maybe two or
three players earn,” he
said.

Puig also pointed to
structural challenges. Un-

like European rivals, Spain
lacks regular, high-intensi-
ty competition.

“Belgium, Germany and
the Netherlands play each
other all year, almost every
month. The distances are
quite short. But for us to go
to Belgium for one wee-
kend, iis too expensive,” he
explained.

Spain is known for their
possession-based hockey
built on short, slick passing
and technical excellence
rather than physicality.
Looking ahead to the sum-
mit clash against Germany

in the junior men’s World
Cup at the SDAT-Mayor
Radhakrishnan Stadium
here on Sunday, Puig — in
his second World Cup stint
as head coach — admitted
that it was a challenge.
“It’s 60-40 in favour of
Germany. Moreover, we
have 15 Catalans in our
team, who are not very tall
or physical in their game.
Germany, of course, is
more physical than us. I
think it all boils down to
the emotions. We are look-
ing forward to play in our
maiden final,” he said.

Same number of ATP
Challengers, but
different prize pools

TENNIS

Nihit Sachdeva
CHENNAI

India is set to host four ATP
Challenger Tour events for
the third season in a row,
albeit with significant
changes in schedule, prize
money and ranking points.

In 2025, the series began
on February 3 in Chennai
where the total prize mo-
ney was $160,000. It was
followed by the ones in Del-
hi ($100,000; 75 ranking
points for the champion),
Pune ($160,000; 100 rank-
ing points) and Bengaluru
($200,000; 125 ranking
points) in  successive
weeks. Across the four
Challenger events, Indian
players managed to win
just one out of 13 singles
matches in the main draw.

As per the revised ATP
calendar released on De-
cember 4, the 2026 season
for the second tier of men’s
tennis will open in Benga-
luru on January 5. The

event will offer 125 ranking
points and more prize mo-
ney ($225,000) this time.

However, the Chennai
Challenger, scheduled to
begin on February 9, will
have a reduced prize pool
of $63,000 (50 ranking
points).

The Delhi Open, starting
on February 16, will have a
slightly increased prize
pool ($107,000) and 75
ranking points while the
Pune leg, beginning on Fe-
bruary 23, will have a drop
in prize money ($107,000)
and 75 ranking points.

Sunder Iyer, hony. secy.,
Maharashtra State Lawn
Tennis Association, ex-
plained the reason behind
the reduced prize money
for Chennai and Pune.

“In 2025, all four tourna-
ments in India received sig-
nificant monetary help
from ATP. For the next sea-
son, they have selected a
different country for it.
They will still support us
but the monetary assis-
tance has been reduced,”
said Sunder.

Inaugural Total
World Chess
Championship
announced

Sports Bureau

World champions and
World rapid and blitz cham-
pions will be among the 24
players who will make up
next year’s pilot edition of
Total World Chess Cham-
pionship Tour, a new tour
jointly organised by FIDE
and Norway Chess.

FIDE announced on
Tuesday that there would
be different paths to qualify
for the tour. Both the World
open and women’s cham-
pions, D. Gukesh and Ju
Wenjun, have already quali-
fied. Others will be picked
from the World rapid and
blitz championships, Candi-
dates (open and women)
and FIDE Circuit; top
players based on FIDE rat-
ing will also be included.

The tour will be played
across the three formats:
classical, rapid and blitz.
But classical format has
been reduced to a shorter
time control of 45 minutes,
though. The tour carries a
prize fund of $750,000 for
each of the three events, be-
sides $450,000 for finals.

CM
K

Manchester United hunts down Wolves

EURO LEAGUES

Agence France-Presse
WOLVERHAMPTON

Manchester United
climbed back into the race
to qualify for the Cham-
pions League as Bruno Fer-
nandes inspired a 4-1 rout
of woeful Wolves on
Monday.

Ruben Amorim’s side
recovered from a disap-
pointing draw with lowly
West Ham last week thanks
to Fernandes’ double and
goals from Bryan Mbeumo
and Mason Mount at
Molineux.

Jean-Ricner Bellegarde
had cancelled out Fer-
nandes’ opener with
Wolves® first goal in six
games in all competitions
and the first in the top-
flight since October 26.

Bad run
United suffered an embar-
rassing 1-O home loss to 10-
man Everton on November
24 and 10 days later boos
greeted the final whistle
following a 11 draw with
West Ham at Old Trafford.
With Amorim growing
increasingly tetchy in re-

cent weeks, it was essential
that sixth-placed United
avoided an embarrassing
result against bottom of
the table Wolves as it
moved within one point of
the top four.

Wolves have just two
points after 15 games and if
they fail to win either of
their next two against Arse-
nal and Brentford they will
equal Sheffield United’s
longest winless start in the
Premier League of 17
matches.

In Italy, Christian Pulisic

scored twice in 10 minutes
as AC Milan came from be-
hind to edge Torino 3-2 to
move to the summit of Se-
rie A.

Pulisic delivers
Pulisic was a second-half
substitute in Turin and
turned the game on its
head having entered the
fray after 67 minutes.
Milan goes above Napoli
on goal difference and
head to eighth-placed Sas-
suolo next Sunday.
Nikola Vlasic and Duvan

Zapata had claimed an ear-
ly advantage for the home
side, which is now 16th
looking for a first win since
October 26.

The results: Premier League:
Wolves 1 (Bellegarde 45+2) lost to
Manchester United 4 (Fernandes
25, 82-pen, Mbeumo 51, Mount
62).

Serie A: Pisa 0 lost to Parma 1
(Benedyczak 40-pen); Udinese 1
(Piotrowski (65) lost to Genoa 2
(Malinovskyi 34-pen,
Norton-Cuffy 83); Torino 2 (Vlasic
10-pen, Zapata 17) lost to AC
Milan 3 (Rabiot 24, Pulisic 67, 77).

RAVI GARYAL |

17/07/1952 - 05/12/2025
Passed away peacefully surrounded by family. Cherished and loved for his warmth,
humour and ability to make everyone feel valued. A dynamic business leader
whose energy and vision inspired others. To his family, friends and IP| Team, he
was a source of love, joy and encouragement. His presence filled every room, and
his kind soul left an impression that will endure.

Survived by: Vita (wife] and Children: Sameer, Kabir and Kimberley, who will
continue to honour his legacy.

MEMORIAL SERVICE

13th December 2025, 06:00 PM onwards

at

ISKON TEMPLE

Bhakti Vedanta Swami Rd, Akkarai, Sholinganallur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600115
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Vivek Krishnan

o those of us who watched
cricket in the 1980s and 90s,
Wasim Akram appeared to be a
magician in the disguise of a
fast bowler. So spellbinding was the
left-armer’s artistry, hooping the ball in
either direction at will and bewitching
opponents and onlookers alike.

The poetry of his bowling action was
symbolised by a scurrying burst into his
delivery stride and a quick-arm release
that gave the batters little clue of their
impending doom. Once the ball - new or
old - left his hand, with the seam canted
perfectly to procure swing, it would
invariably do some mischief to hoodwink
the batter at the opposite end.

The wizardry was best encapsulated by
Wasim’s sublime show in the 1992 ODI
World Cup final, when he followed up an
outswinger to Allan Lamb from around
the wicket with an inswinger to Chris
Lewis from the same angle to castle them
off successive deliveries. The peach to
dismiss Rahul Dravid at the MAC Stadium
in 1999 in a humdinger of a Test springs to
mind as another compelling example of
his genius.

Such deliveries in the midst of his
match-winning spells cemented his status
as the finest practitioner of left-arm pace
that the game had ever seen. So, when he
bid adieu from international cricket in
2003, it seemed inconceivable for another
left-armer to come along and surpass his
feats.

It is remarkable, then, that Mitchell
Starc has managed to go past the great
fast bowler, statistically speaking, this past
week. The affable Aussie left-armer did so
by coaxing Harry Brook into an airy drive
to the slip cordon in a six-wicket haul in
England’s first innings of the second Test
in Brisbane, which the hosts won by eight
wickets to canter to a 2-0 lead in the
five-match affair. It has taken his tally in
the longest format to 420 wickets in 102
Tests, six more than Wasim’s 414 in 104
matches. It is also worth noting that
Starc’s current strike rate of 46.9 is the
best for any bowler who has played 100
or more Tests.

Shortly after his special feat on the
opening day of the pink-ball Test, Starc
was asked for his reaction to overtaking
the Pakistani, both of whom have
coincidentally starred in World
Cup-winning campaigns culminating at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG).

“I will reflect on it later. Wasim was still
a far better bowler than I am. He is still
the pinnacle of left-armers, and certainly
right up there with bowlers to ever play
the game. So, it is nice to be spoken about
around him, but I will just try to keep
churning a few out,” the soft-spoken
speedster would respond modestly.

Taking into cognisance Starc’s own
assessment, it is best to stay away from
comparisons. Where Starc is strikingly
similar to Akram, of course, is in his
ability to recognise and seize moments
that alter the course of a match.

A match haul of eight for 139 and a
contribution of 77 in the
day-night encounter at the
Gabba, which yielded
Starc his third
successive
Player-of-the-Match
award in the
format, was the
latest proof. In the
opener at Perth
Stadium, which
lasted all of two
days, Starc scalped
seven for 58 and
three for 55 across |
the two innings in
an emphatic
victory.

By e
delivering o
rousing
performances in
each of the first
two Tests when
Australia was

without skipper

Pat Cummins and
Josh Hazlewood due to
injuries, he has already gone a
long way towards ensuring that this series
is remembered as Starc’s Ashes.

Setting the tone

As he has done in the past, Starc set the
tone in the opening over of the series in
Perth. Having dismissed Rory Burns off
the very first ball of the 2021-22 Ashes
series at home, he had to wait until the
final ball of his first over this time to get
rid of Zak Crawley for a blob. Before his
first spell came to a close, he would also
trap Ben Duckett plumb in front and find
Joe Root’s outside edge. When he
returned after the lunch break, he added
Ben Stokes, Gus Atkinson, Jamie Smith
and Mark Wood to his list of victims in the
space of 29 balls to finish with a

it »

During the second Test versus England in
Brisbane, the 35-year-old Australian pacer
surpassed Akram’s tally of 414 Test wickets,

the most by a left-arm quick; he went on to win
his third successive Player-of-the-Match award,
a testament to his skill, fithess and
commitment to the longest format of the game

career-best seven-for.
By running through the English
line-up with a ball that had gone out of

e

Hehasplentyof | shape pretty quickly, Starc underscored
cricket in him. I the subtle improvements he has made to
think he will get his game at this stage of his career. Even
500 Test with his stock weapon - the deadly
wickets inswinger to a right-hander - curtailed,

he was able to maintain his wicket-taking

threat with his shrewd use of the

wobble-seam delivery. It is a variation
that enables Starc to push the ball away
from the right-handers and into the
left-handers, and reduces his reliance on
the ball moving in the air.

f / WASIM AKRAM

o

As afast bowler, True to his self-effacing demeanour,

I can’t fathom Starc deflected the praise to Cummins
playing 100 and Hazlewood, his two best mates, when
games and asked about the addition to his armoury.
keeping that 145 “Two of my besP mates are two of the
kmh speed. He best exponents of it in the world. To learn
.. . off Josh and Pat... if T had listened to those
IS justa warrior two a bit earlier, I may have added it to
PAT CUMMINS my repertoire a bit earlier,” he told the

media.

Starc’s evolution reflects unequivocally
in his numbers. In nine Tests in 2025, he
has snared 47 wickets at an average of 16
and a strike rate of 26.9, the latter two
figures being better than any previous

#"" year.

Top priority

For the 35-year-old from Sydney to be
going stronger than ever before is a
testament to his fitness. It has been
facilitated by his unflinching commitment
to donning the Baggy Green for Australia,
with Starc notably eschewing the
opportunity to land lucrative IPL deals
from 2016 to 2023 - a period when he was
among the best white-ball bowlers going
around.

He has turned up unfailingly for
Australia in marquee white-ball events
too, winning two ODI World Cups (2015,
2023) and one T20 World Cup (2021)
along the way. It was only in September
this year that Starc announced his T20I
retirement with the intention of
prolonging his Test career further and
featuring in the 2027 ODI World

Cup.
Though Starc’s choices
may have deprived him of a
few financial gains, he has the
honour of a long career in
whites to cherish for the rest of
his life. By playing his 100th Test,
against West Indies in July, he became
just the second Australian pacer after
Glenn McGrath to reach the three-figure

milestone. In recognition of Starc’s
achievement, Cummins offered fitting
praise at the time.

“A huge effort. As a fast bowler, I can’t
fathom playing 100 games and keeping
that 145 kmh speed. He is just a warrior.
He turns up every week and wants to play
no matter what,” the Australian skipper,
who has featured in 71 Tests himself, had
said.

Starc’s endurance was epitomised by
his efforts on the third day of the Brisbane
Test. Having curbed his attacking
stroke-play and stayed in the middle for
34.2 overs through the afternoon heat, his
body was still robust enough to charge in
at full tilt with the pink ball and touch
speeds hovering around the 145 kmh
mark in the very last over of the night
session.

How much longer can Starc, who will
turn 36 in January, potentially stretch
himself in the five-day game? Akram, in
an interview to News Corp before the
Brisbane Test, prophesied where Starc
could end up.

“He has plenty of cricket in him. I think
he will get 500 Test wickets,” the former
Pakistan skipper said.

That won’t be music to the ears of the
England batters.

THE GIST
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Where Starc is strikingly similar
to Akram, of course, is in his
ability to recognise and seize
moments that alter the course
of a match
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Though the Australian’s
choices may have deprived him
of a few financial gains, he has
the honour of a long career in
whites to cherish for the rest of
his life

v

Starc’s endurance was
epitomised by his efforts on the
third day of the Brisbane Test.
Having curbed his attacking
stroke-play and stayed in the
middle for 34.2 overs through
the afternoon heat, his body
was still robust enough to
charge in at full tilt with the
pink ball and touch speeds
hovering around the 145 kmh
mark
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New research traces how Africa’s
wildcats became today’s house cats

Felines dispersed from northern Africa to Europe much more recently than thought, a study has found using iconographic evidence along with DNA; two waves of felines

were introduced to Europe: the first comprised a wildcat species that was introduced to Sardinia, and the second wave came in not later than 2,000 years ago

Divya Gandhi
‘ ‘ ou would know him if

you saw him, for his eyes
are sunken in/His brow is
deeply lined with
thought, his head is highly domed; His
coat is dusty from neglect, his whiskers
are uncombed. He sways his head from
side to side, with movements like a snake;
And when you think he’s half asleep, he’s
always wide awake.”

Thus goes T.S. Eliot’s famous poem on
his beloved feline: the domestic cat.

But when, and from where, did these
creatures come to colonise the world and
enter Eliot’s poetic imagination in
London? A new Science paper dug deep
into the historical movements of the
mystery cat and found that the domestic
cat (Felis catus) originated from the
African wildcat (Felis lybica lybica) and
quickly spread, most likely by ship, across
the globe just 2,000 years ago.

Researchers analysed 87 ancient and
modern cat genomes — across Europe and
Anatolia and 17 modern wildcats from
Italy (including Sardinia), Bulgaria, and
northern Africa (Morocco and Tunisia) —
and generated a genomic time transect
spanning 11,000 years.

The researchers challenged the
commonly held view of a Neolithic
introduction (from West Asia) of domestic
cats to Europe, instead placing their
arrival several millennia later, and from
northern Africa.

The ancestor

The ancestor to all modern domestic cats,
the genetic findings revealed, is the
African wildcat, presently distributed
across northern Africa and the Near East.
Interestingly, domestic cats shared more
genetic affinities with wildcats,
particularly with the Tunisian ones.

The researchers identified at least two
waves of introduction to Europe: first, a
dispersal of wildcats from northwestern
Africa that were introduced to Sardinia
and founded the island’s present-day wild
population; second, a distinct and
yet-unknown population in northern
Africa that dispersed not later than 2,000
years ago that established the gene pool
of modern domestic cats in Europe.

“Domestic cats form a distinct sister
clade [cluster] to the African wildcats,
thus suggesting a closer genetic proximity
to these wildcats than to the modern
Levantine [West Asian] population,” the
researchers wrote. One of the “most
successful mammalian domesticates”, the
cat has a worldwide presence, even in
remote islands. Including feral cats, their
global population is approaching a
staggering one billion, the paper added.

Author Claudio Ottoni, associate

A

The global population of cats is approaching a staggering one billion. REUTERS

professor anthropology at the University
of Rome Tor Vergata and his co-authors
studied ancient mitochondrial DNA
(mtDNA) data and realised that the timing
and circumstances of cat domestication
and dispersal remain “uncertain”.

For instance, while archaeozoological
and iconographic evidence points to two
possible centres of domestication — the
Neolithic Levant (West Asia) around 9,500
years ago and Pharaonic Egypt around
3,500 years ago — genetic analysis has
placed the years of domestication to
2,000 years ago.

Levant and humans

“Cats were definitely interacting with
humans in the Levant [West Asia] in the
Neolithic period, more than 10,000 years
ago, but these were most likely wildcats
that were not ultimately domesticated,”
Mr. Ottoni told The Hindu. “A so-called
commensal relationship was established
between African wildcats in the Levant
and humans in the Neolithic period,
suggesting that cats were attracted to
human settlements of the farmers who
were storing grain that brought in rodents
and other pests,” he added.

As for the relationship between
humans and wildcats in Europe, it was
possibly based on hunting for fur.
“However, more complex sociocultural
and symbolic relationships should not be
discounted,” the authors pointed out.

So what drove the translocation of cats
to new cultural settings?

The paper hypothesised thus: “As with
the human-mediated dispersal of
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Tomb-walls depict cats as family,
adorned in earrings and necklaces;
eating from dishes; sitting attentively
under the chair of the woman of the
house; and even accompanying the
family on boating expeditions

JONATHAN B. LOSOS
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

domestic chickens or fallow deer, the
initial translocation of cats could have
been religiously motivated... Dispersal
trajectories may also have been driven by
the benefits of cats as pest controllers on
ships, in view of the extensive maritime
trade network of Carthage and the role of
Egypt as a major grain supplier to the
Roman Empire.”

Muse to menace

Mr. Ottoni expressed belief they travelled
across the Mediterranean via the trade
routes that connected the Roman Empire
with northern Africa, and also together
with the Roman Empire and its people
that were moving across Europe.

But Eliot’s elusive muse has become a
bit of a menace today, and has “markedly
impact[ed] biodiversity,” a 2023 paper in
Nature reported. The researchers
identified 2,084 species eaten by cats, “of
which 347 (16.65%) are of conservation
concern”. Birds, reptiles, and mammals
constitute around 90% of species
consumed, while insects and amphibians

Russian support personnel around the Soyuz MS-27 space capsule shortly after it landed in a remote area near the town of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan, with Expedition 73 NASA
astronaut Jonny Kim, and Roscosmos cosmonauts Sergey Ryzhikov, and Alexey Zubritsky aboard. AFp
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were less frequent, the paper says.

But “another sampling issue requires
more serious consideration”, cautions a
Science commentary published last
month. The author, Jonathan B. Losos, at
the department of biology, Washington
University in St Louis, U.S. observed that
we might have thought that “with the
abundance of Egyptian cat mummies,
there would be no shortage of ancient
genomic data from northern Africa;
however, recovering such data from
mummies is notoriously difficult and
other types of feline remains in the
archaeological record from this region are
not common”.

By the time of Thutmose III (around
3,500 years ago), the cat was already a

household pet in Ancient Egypt. We know

this from “tomb-wall depictions of cats as
family members adorned in collars,
earrings, and necklaces; eating from
dishes; sitting attentively under the chair
of the woman of the house; and even
accompanying the family on boating
expeditions”, Mr. Losos wrote. And then,
the rise of the goddess Bastet, (a woman
with the head of a cat) “elevated the
felines to revered status”.

“Technology has driven the way we
unfold and understand historical events
and has also clarified how humans have
influenced species distributiona, and still
do,” Shomita Mukherjee, a cat ecologist,
told The Hindu. In this case, genomic
information is fast changing our
understanding of the history of several
domestic and wild species, she added.

divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in

QUESTION CORNER

Caught in the headlights

&

Q: Why can’t we see
well right after
entering a darker
room?
A: You’re standing on
your balcony in the
noon sun. It’s bright.
After a moment, you step back into
your darker room, and for a few
moments, you’re unable to see clearly.
This is because your eyes need time to
adjust.

The eyes are made of three layers:
sclera and cornea, the pupil, and the
retina. The pupil is like a camera’s
aperture: by changing how much it
opens, it can say how much light
reaches the retina.

Light that’s too bright can damage
the retina, so in bright conditions, the
pupil shrinks. If the retina is damaged,
it can lead to blurry vision and, in
severe cases, permanent vision loss.

Conversely, in a dimmer room,
there’s not enough light, so the pupil
opens wider and the retina can sense
more light.

So when you suddenly enter the darker
room after having been outside in the
sun, your pupils are still small. They
need a few moments to widen, and
until they do, not enough light enters
the eye and vision is blurred. There is
another reason why things are not
immediately visible in the dark. The
retina contains rod cells and cone cells.
The rod cells sense brightness using a
light-sensitive protein called
rhodopsin. Bright light breaks down

THE GIST

Researchers analysed 87
ancient and modern cat
genomes — across Europe
and Anatolia, and 17 modern
wildcats from Italy, Bulgaria,
and northern Africa — and
generated a genomic time
transect spanning 11,000
years
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Humans established a
relationship with African
wildcats in the Neolithic
period, suggesting that cats
were attracted to settlements
that stored grain, which in
turn drew rodents and other
pests
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The felines celebrated by the
ancients have become a bit of
a menace. Researchers have
identified 2,084 species

preyed on by cats, of which
347 are of conservation
concern. Birds, reptiles, and
mammals constitute 90% of
species consumed

Light that’s too bright can damage the retina.
BACILA VLAD/UNSPLASH

rhodopsin quickly and the rod cells
become inactive. When the eyes
adjust to the darkness, the protein’s
levels are building back up.

S. Adithya Jyothi is interning with The
Hindu
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